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I will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth beneath; blood, and
fire, and billows of smoke.

—Acts 2:19
There shall be Signs in the Sun, and in the Moon, and in the Stars.

—Luke 21:25

The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of
all true art and science.

—Albert Einstein, "What I Believe," Forum, October 1930
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WONDERS IN THE SKY

UNEXPLAINED AERIAL OBJECTS FROM ANTIQUITY TO MODERN
TIMES

and Their Impact on Human Culture, History, and Beliefs



FOREWORD 0

by David J. Hufford, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of Humanities and Psychiatry
Penn State College of Medicine
Adjunct Professor of Religious Studies
University of Pennsylvania
Author, The Terror That Comes in the Night

In 1969 I was a graduate student at the University of Pennsylvania, pursuing a Ph.D. in the
field of Folklore. My primary interest was in what was called "folk belief." This term was,
and still is, generally reserved for beliefs that are at odds in some way with the official
modern worldview. I was taught that such beliefs were both non-empirical and non-
rational, that they were cultural fictions that reflected local concerns and functioned to
support community values and psychological needs. The experiences on which they
claimed to be based were, to use the term popularized by Thomas Kuhn's landmark work,
The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962), "anomalies."

From seeing a ghost to the alleged cures of folk medicine, the events described in
folklore seemed to contradict the paradigm of science, the gold standard of modern
rationality. For this reason they were, as Charles Fort had said, "damned" (1919),
forbidden entry to the corpus of valid knowledge. However, I was pursuing the heretical



idea that folk belief traditions might actually incorporate accurate observations, and that if
they did they might point to important new knowledge.

I was already frustrated by the way that widely held folk beliefs, beliefs common to many
distinct cultures, were dismissed without investigation or argument. I had, in fact, already
seen that investigation of the possible validity of folk belief claims was subject to an
intimidating array of sanctions. I was thrilled, therefore, to find Jacques Vallee's book,
Passport to Magonia: From Folklore to Flying Saucers (1969).

I considered UFOs to be a part of contemporary folk belief and, given my questions
about valid anomalous observations, | had been reading the UFO literature. 1 had read
Vallee's Anatomy of a Phenomenon (1965) and knew him to be both scientific and open-»
minded. More than most of the popular UFO literature, Vallee's Anatomy... provided a
convincing case for the objective reality of anomalous aerial phenomena. In Passport to
Magonia he continued to strengthen the case for there being real phenomena behind UFO
reports, but linked these reports to older reports of fairies, ghosts, angels, demons, and so
forth in a compelling and fascinating way. He recognized the difference between the core
phenomenology of reports and the local language and interpretations that clothed that core
in traditional accounts.

This is a sophisticated distinction that I had rarely found among scholars of folk
belief, and in Magonia Vallee laid out the conceptual basis for using this distinction in the
cross-cultural analysis of reports of strange aerial phenomena and the events often
associated with them. Criticizing conventional UFO investigators for "confusing
appearance and reality" he said that "The phenomenon has stable, invariant features, some
of which we have tried to identify and label clearly. But we have also had to note carefully
the chameleonlike character of the secondary attributes of the sightings: the shapes of the



objects, the appearances of their occupants, their reported statements, vary as a function of
the cultural environment..." (1969: 149).

In 1971 1 traveled to Newfoundland, Canada, where I spent four years teaching and doing
fieldwork for my doctoral dissertation on folk belief. Vallee's ideas went with me and
were repeatedly confirmed by the folklore that I studied there. Ghost ships, Jackie-the-
Lanterns, and weather lights comprised a very old set of folk traditions and were
constantly reported around the island, often in very UFO-like terms. In one small village a
series of strange aerial sightings was described and interpreted in old fashioned terms by
older residents, while the young people in the community simply called the lights UFOs.
In Newfoundland I also found the tradition that they call "the Old Hag," a terrifying
nocturnal paralysis accompanied by a frightening entity that Newfoundlanders associated
with witches or ghosts.

Using Vallee's approach I was able to immediately recognize in the Old Hag the
"bedroom invader" experience that I had encountered in popular UFO literature (Keel
1970). This phenomenon, known to sleep researchers as "sleep paralysis," has "stable,
invariant features" that in reports are surrounded by culturally shaped language and
interpretations. Among the stable core features of sleep paralysis is the anomalous
presence of a frightening entity. This experience, like the experience of strange lights and
aerial objects, has wandered through a great variety of traditions around the world:
witchcraft, ghosts, vampires, and UFOs. In the 1992 booklet Unusual Personal
Experiences (Hopkins et al.) UFO abduction investigators Hopkins, Mack and Jacobs
report a large national survey intended to determine how many humans have been
abducted by aliens—their number one index question asks whether the respondent recalls
"Waking up paralyzed with a sense of a strange... presence... in the room" (p. 26): sleep
paralysis.



Anomalies are a threat to the intellectual status quo. They are powerfully resisted, and
that resistance often seems to co-opt the efforts of those bravely investigating the
anomalous just as much as it recruits the efforts of intransigent skeptics. As Thomas
Kuhn's ground-breaking work showed, this cultural dynamic is inseparable from more
obvious data in the effort to make—and to understand—scientific progress. The initial
response of a paradigm to anomalies is to ignore or, when reports become too numerous,
to assimilate. Both of these strategies are facilitated by the distribution of anomalous
reports across a large number of apparently disparate conceptual categories. This process
is facilitated by investigators who rush to theories, such as the extraterrestrial spaceship
explanation of UFOs, that divide large sets of anomalous reports into smaller and more =
numerous subdivisions.

UFOs do not seem like Newfoundland weather lights or Will-o'-the-Wisp or the
burning ship of Ocracoke Island—until you strip away the culturally elaborated language
and secondary interpretations, leaving "anomalous aerial phenomena." Just as "sleep
paralysis," "the Old Hag" and UFO abductions don't appear similar—until you strip away
the cultural layers and find "Waking up paralyzed with a sense of a strange... presence... in
the room." This is the beauty of the approach pioneered by Vallee in Magonia. Wonders
in the Sky extends this with the huge corpus of additional early reports assembled by Chris
Aubeck and his colleagues through The Magoniax Project. The willingness of these
authors to cast a very wide net, and not to allow the particular cultural interpretations of
events to limit their view, offers us a remarkable opportunity to seek patterns that may
lead to new understandings.

Those with a view of these matters narrowly focused on a particular interpretation,
especially the extraterrestrial idea, may be annoyed by the mixing of the aerial and the
religious, the political and the mystical and more. Enthusiastic advocates of various
anomalous phenomena tend to oppose, even to be offended by, the kind of rigorous
methodology found in Wonders in the Sky. Not only does this method refuse to accept
particular theories as a starting point; it also has much in common with the method of



debunkers. When Dr. Hynek invented the "marsh gas" explanation for UFOs (which he
later recanted) he implied that he was stripping away layers of cultural elaboration to find
the "stable core" of the phenomenon, just as skeptics have used "just sleep paralysis" to
debunk UFO abduction reports (and a variety of other anomalous events). The work of
Jacques Vallee and Chris Aubeck is especially steadfast and courageous in two respects.
While seeking a core phenomenology that requires the stripping away of layers of cultural
elaboration, they nonetheless systematically attend to the data. After they have removed
"spaceship" as a core feature of an observation, they do not proceed to remove all
anomalous features. The problem with "spaceship" is not that it is anomalous; it is that it
is an interpretation rather than an observation. This is true open-mindedness, and it
suggests that we are seeking to understand aspects of the world that are deeply strange.

Their rigorously scientific insistence allows Vallee and Aubeck to retain the most
challenging and interesting aspects of these events without the distraction of premature
commitment to any particular interpretation. That, I believe, is true science: to follow the
data wherever they lead, and to move away from established theory when it fails to deal
adequately with the data. As philosopher of science Paul Feyerabend pointed out (1975),
what he called the "consistency principle"—judging a theory or hypothesis on the basis of
its fit with well established prior theory—ensures the survival of the oldest theory, not the
best theory.

The other beautiful innovation in Vallee and Aubeck's work is the combination of
science and scholarship. A willingness to combine documentary research, the heart of
humanities scholarship, with physical and astrophysical knowledge is rare. To do this in
an open-ended search for elusive truth without needing to offer a theory of their own is
rarest of all. To do this in a way that harnesses the possibilities of international scholarly

collaboration through the Internet offers a view of truly 21 century inquiry. When I met
Jacques Vallee for the first time at Esalen, almost 40 years after [ read Passport to
Magonia, it was truly a peak experience. To have learned that with Chris Aubeck he was



preparing the successor to Magonia just added to my delight. When Jacques asked me to
write a foreword to the new book I felt the sense of completion when an aspect of life
comes full circle.



INTRODUCTION 1

Imagine that we have been transported back in time to Hamburg, Germany, on the 15+
day of December in the year of the Lord 1547. Historian Simon Goulart, in his Tresors
Admirables et Memorables de notre Temps (1600) writes that on that day the sailors who
were aboard ships in the harbor of Hamburg saw in the air, at midnight, a glistening globe
as fiery as the Sun. It rolled towards the north, emitting so much heat that people could not
remain inside the ships, but were forced to take cover, thinking the vessels were about to
burn up.

A meteor? The behavior of this aerial phenomenon is not typical of meteors, which
are too high in the atmosphere for their heat to be felt on the ground. In any case a meteor
would have passed overhead in seconds, never giving people aboard the ships time to run
away from the heat. Globular lightning? Unlikely in the absence of thunder or stormy
conditions. Lacking more information, we have to classify the incident as an unidentified
flying object.

Thousands of such incidents have been recorded in the last 60 years or so, giving rise
to much speculation about flying saucers, visitors from other planets, and alien
abductions. Influenced by books and movies, most people have jumped to hasty
conclusions: they believe that unidentified flying objects are spaceships from another
planetary civilization that became aware of us when we exploded the first atom bombs at
the end of World War Two. Understandably concerned about the irresponsible antics of
our young species, the theory goes, these aliens decided to come over and take a closer



look. According to this interpretation, some of the spaceships even crashed on the earth
and their technology has been hidden away and secretly studied by concerned
governments.

As the above incident in Hamburg shows, however, the extraterrestrial theory is not
quite complete: The phenomenon did not begin in the 1940s, or even in the nineteenth
century. It is much older than that. Further, it has some definite physical features - such as
the heat felt and reported by witnesses - that have not changed much over the centuries.

The evening of September 3, 1965, two law enforcement officers, Sheriff McCoy anH
Robert Goode, were patrolling the highways around Angleton, Texas, when they observed
a huge object, estimated at 70 meters long and 15 meters high with a bright violet light at
one end and a pale blue light at the other. It flew within 30 meters of them, and cast a
large shadow when it intercepted the moonlight. They felt a heat wave that scared them,
prompting them to hastily drive away. Just like the sailors of Hamburg in 1547.

A robust phenomenon

Such similarities between ancient sightings and modern reports are the rule rather
than the exception. In this book we will examine 500 selected reports of sightings from
antiquity to the year 1879, when the industrial revolution deeply changed the nature of
human society.

We selected the cutoff date of 1880 for our study because it marked a turning point in
the technical and social history of the advanced nations. We wanted to analyze aerial
phenomena during a period that was entirely free of those modern complications
represented by airplanes, dirigibles, rockets and the often-mentioned opportunities for
misinterpretation represented by military prototypes. There may have been a few balloons
in the sky towards the end of our period, but the first dirigible able to return to its starting
point was not demonstrated until the celebrated flight of French Captains Renard and



Krebs on August 9, 1884, and the first airplane (equipped with a steam engine) would not
fly until Clement Ader's feat at Satory on October 14, 1897.

Even more important than technical achievement were the social changes that marked
the end point of our study. It is in 1879 that the world's first telephone exchange is
established in London and the first electric tram exhibited by Siemens in Berlin. The
following year, both Edison and Swan devise the first practical electric lights, Carnegie
develops the first large steel furnace, and New York streets are first lit by electricity. Any
study of unidentified flying objects after that date has to adopt the standards of a world
where communications, social interaction, travel patterns, and the attitudes of people in
everyday life have been deeply altered by the impact of technical progress.

We will show that unidentified flying objects have had a major impact not only on
popular culture but on our history, on our religion, and on the models the world humanity
has formed since it has evolved a culture that includes writing, science, and the
preservation of historical records in stone, clay, parchment, paper, or electronic media.

So why hasn't science taken notice? Given the robust nature of the phenomenon, and
the enormous interest it elicits among the public, you would think that interdisciplinary
teams of historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and physical scientists would rush to
study it.

The answer lies in the arrogance of academic knowledge and in the fact that our best
and brightest scientists have never bothered to inform themselves about the extent and
reliability of the sightings. In a recent interview (for www.ted.com, April 2008) the

celebrated astrophysicist Stephen Hawking flatly stated he didn't believe in flying saucer
stories: "I am discounting reports of UFOs. Why would they appear only to cranks and
weirdos?" were his exact words.

He later asserted that we were the only form of technologically evolved life in a 200
light-year radius, thus out of reach of interplanetary travelers.


http://www.ted.com

Unfortunate and ill-informed as they are, these statements by one of the brightest scientists
of our time reflect the general view of academic researchers. Back in 1969 the U.S.
Academy of Sciences put its stamp of approval on a report by a commission headed up by
physicist Edward Condon, stating that science had nothing to gain by a study of
unidentified flying objects, even though fully one third of all the cases studied by the
commission had remained unexplained after investigation! Clearly, we are dealing with a
belief system here, not with rational science.

There are two obvious problems with Stephen Hawking's statement: first, as we will
show, most of our 500 cases come from known witnesses who represent a cross-section of
human society, including numerous astronomers, physical scientists, military officers and
even emperors- hardly the motley crew of cranks and weirdos rashly hypothesized by
Hawking. Second, even if the witnesses were of unknown background, the fact would =
remain that an unexplained phenomenon has played and continues to play a fantastically
important role in shaping our belief systems, the way we view our history and the role of
science.

Consider the following incident, which transports us to the year 438. An earthquake
has destroyed Constantinople; famine and pestilence are spreading. The cataclysm has
leveled the walls and the fifty-seven towers. Now comes a new tremor, even stronger than
all the previous ones. Nicephorus, the historian, reports that in their fright the inhabitants
of Byzantium, abandoning their city, gathered in the countryside, "They kept praying to
beg that the city be spared total destruction: they were in no lesser danger themselves,
because of the movements of the earth that nearly engulfed them, when a miracle quite
unexpected and going beyond all credence, filled them with admiration."

In the midst of the entire crowd, a child was suddenly taken up by a strong force, so
high into the air that they lost sight of him. After this he came down as he had gone up,
and told Patriarch Proclus, the Emperor himself, and the assembled multitude that he had
just attended a great concert of the Angels hailing the Lord in their sacred canticles.



Angels or Aliens? Many contemporary reports of abductions involve ordinary
humans caught up by a strange force that alters their reality in drastic ways and causes
them to report contact with other forms of consciousness, or even with a totally alien
world.

Acacius, bishop of Constantinople, states, "The population of the whole city saw it
with their eyes." And Baronius, commenting upon this report, adds the following words:

"Such a great event deserved to be transmitted to the most remote posterity and to be
forever recorded in human memory through its mention every year in the ecclesiastical
annals. For this reason the Greeks, after inscribing it with the greatest respect into their
ancient Menologe, read it publicly every year in their churches."

Over the centuries many extraordinary events have taken place and chroniclers have
transmitted them to "the most remote posterity."

We are that posterity.

It is our responsibility to assess the data they have transmitted to us. Upon their 19
authority and their accuracy rest our concept of history and our vision of the world.

Four major conclusions

The authors of the present book have performed such a study. While we make no
claim that any of the events we have uncovered "proves" anything about flying objects
from alien worlds, or influence by non-human intelligences, we have emerged with four
major observations:

1. Throughout history, unknown phenomena variously described as prodigies or
celestial wonders, have made a major impact on the senses and the
imagination of the individuals who witnessed them.



2. Every epoch has interpreted the phenomena in its own terms, often in a
specific religious or political context. People have projected their worldview,
fears, fantasies, and hopes into what they saw in the sky. They still do so

today.

3. Although many details of these events have been forgotten or pushed under
the colorful rug of history, their impact has shaped human civilization in

important ways.

4. The lessons drawn from these ancient cases can be usefully applied to the full
range of aerial phenomena that are still reported and remain unexplained

by contemporary science.

Whether we like it or not, history and culture are often determined by exceptional
incidents. Stories about strange beings and extraordinary events have always influenced us
in an unpredictable fashion. Our vision of the world is a function of the old myths with
which we have grown familiar, and of new myths we pick up along the way.

The importance and antiquity of myths was noted by anthropologist of religion
Mircea Eliade in Mpyths, Dreams and Mysteries: The Encounter between Contemporary

Faiths and Archaic Realities:

"What strikes us first about the mythology and folk-lore of the "magical flight"
are their primitivity and their universal diffusion. The theme is one of the most
ancient motifs in folk-lore: it is found everywhere, and in the most archaic of
cultural strata.... Even where religious belief is not dominated by the "ouranian"
gods [those of the sky], the symbolism of the ascent to heaven still exists, and

always expresses the transcendent."



Yet the lessons from the past are often forgotten. An examination of contemporary cults »
centered on the belief in extraterrestrial visitations shows that the modern public is still
willing to jump to conclusions every time a UFO incident is reported, anxious as people
are to follow instructions that appear to come from above. Even in these early years of the

21 century, we observe a continuing process through which the myths of humankind
become implemented as social and political realities. We are the witnesses and the victims
of that process.

Alien contact: mankind's oldest story

Most "experts" in the study of UFOs in the context of popular culture, state that visitations
by "flying saucers" started after World War II. It is traditional for UFO books and
television documentaries to begin with the statement that the Flying Saucer Era began on
June 24, 1947, when an American businessman and pilot named Kenneth Arnold reported
a series of unidentified flying objects over Mount Rainier, in the State of Washington.
Even some well informed researchers have posed as an axiom (without citing any
evidence) that the UFO phenomenon is a recent historical occurrence—"apparently no
more than two centuries old" in the words of one American writer. This late date is
consistent with the idea that UFOs are extraterrestrial spacecraft bent on studying or
inspecting the Earth, perhaps as a result of the atomic explosions of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

In contrast, if the phenomenon has existed in fairly constant form for a very long
time, it becomes harder to hold to a simplistic "ET visitation" scenario to explain it.

Indeed, many documents point to the very ancient nature of the observations. In a recent
book on abductions a Canadian researcher, Dr. Persinger, has observed that "for thousands



of years and within every known human culture, normal individuals have reported brief
and often repeated 'visitations' by humanoid phenomena whose presence produced
permanent changes within the psychological organization of the experient. When these
phenomena were labeled as deities the "messages" were employed to initiate religious
movements that changed the social fabric of society." 21

Historical scholarship reinforces the latter view. In a book entitled Out of this World:
Otherworldly Journeys from Gilgamesh to Albert Einstein (Boston: Shambhala, 1991)
Professor Couliano, editor in chief of the journal Incognita and professor of the history of
religions at the University of Chicago, has made it clear that the observation of UFOs and
abductions by beings from beyond the Earth is mankind's oldest story. Couliano asserts on
the basis of ethnosemiotics that "human beings had beliefs concerning other worlds long
before they could write" and that "the most ancient documents of humankind and the
study of its most 'primitive' cultures.. .both show that visits to other worlds were top
priorities." He defines the basic question in terms similar to those used by modern
abductionists: "Where did those people who pretended to travel to another world actually
go?"

It is impossible to catalogue the information accumulated by Couliano, who cautions
us that he barely scratched the surface: "To collect all historical documents referring to
otherworldly journeys is a gigantic task, a task that has never been undertaken before."
Clear examples of this material cover every culture, from castern Melanesia (where living
people had access to a netherworld called Panoi, either in body or in spirit) to
Mesopotamia, the source of abundant material about otherworldly journeys. In a typical
example Etana, king of Kish, makes an ascent to the sky in order to bring down a plant
that cures childlessness—that reference to the theme of reproduction again. "Along with
Etana we move from heaven to heaven and see the land underneath becoming smaller and
smaller, and the wide sea like a tub," a classic abductee statement.



Otherworldly beings, celestial vehicles

While some individuals in antiquity have allegedly left the Earth by non-physical means,
many were said to be taken away by beings that actually used flying vehicles, variously
described in the language of their time and culture. Taoists often describe such vehicles
involved with "dragons." Thus K'u Yuan, about 300 BC, wrote a poem about the
experience of flying over the Kun-lun Mountains of China in a chariot drawn by dragons:
and preceded by Wang-Shu, the charioteer of the moon. Modern ufologists might

'

characterize this description as a "screen memory," where the mind of the percipient is
assumed to replace the awesome vision of a space being with a more familiar human or
animal. Under their interpretation, such a story resembles a classic abduction, in which a
human is captured by space beings who take their victim away in an interplanetary craft.
But the Taoist literature goes further, describing a ritual in which otherworldly entities are
actually invited and come down to Earth in order to meet the celebrant.

At the end of the ritual "they mount the cloud chariot, and the team of cranes takes
off." The cloud chariots are reminiscent of the "cloudships" seen over southern France in
the ninth century, to which Archbishop Agobard of Lyon devoted part of one of his books.
Saint Agobard had to preach to the crowd to dissuade the citizens of Lyon from killing
four individuals, "three men and one woman" who had alighted from one of these

cloudships, alleged to have come from Magonia, a magical land in the sky.

The Middle East is one of the most fertile sources for such early stories. Ezekiel was
transported by the "wheels within wheels" of his vision to a far away mountain in a state
of stupor. The testament of Abraham tells us he was given a heavenly tour by Archangel
Michael in his chariot. In Jewish mysticism such descriptions sound like actual physical
observations, witness the experience of Rabbi Nehuma ben Hakana: "When I caught sight



of the vision of the Chariot I saw a proud majesty, chambers of chambers, majesties of
awe, transparencies of fear, burning and flaming, their fires fire and their shaking shakes."

In the words of Couliano, "All Jewish apocalypses (a word that means revelation,
uncovering) share a framework in which the individual is accompanied by an angelic
guide, the revelation is obtained in dialogue form, multiple levels of heaven are visited..."

Enoch ascends through the sky in a chariot of fire. The Slavonic Book of Enoch gives
additional details about his abduction: Enoch was asleep on his couch when two angels =
looking like oversized men came and took him on a heavenly trip. Similarly, Elijah goes
to heaven without dying. Couliano adds that "a third one might have been abducted to
heaven as well, for 'no one knows the place of his burial to this day', that one is Moses."
Also in the Mediterranean region, Muslim stories of the Mi'Raj recount the ascent of
Prophet Muhammad to heaven, while the Greeks have preserved the records of the travels
in space of Phormion of Croton and Leonymus of Athens. Heraclides himself (circa 350
BC) was fascinated by air travel, otherworldly journeys and knowledge of previous
incarnations.

Similar imagery can be found (under the guise of a "journey of the soul") in the
Mithraic Paris codex, where we are told that the great God Helios Mithra "ordered that it
be revealed by his archangel, that I alone may ascend into heaven as an inquirer and
behold the universe...It is impossible for me, born mortal, to rise with the golden
brightnesses of the immortal brilliance. Draw in breath from the rays, drawing up three
times as much as you can, and you will see yourself being lifted and ascending to the
height, so that you seem to be in mid-air."

The text goes on: "The visible gods will appear through the disk of gold...and in
similar fashion the so-called 'pipe,' the origin of the ministering wind. For you will see it
hanging from the sun-disk like a pipe...and when the disk is open you will see the fireless
circle, and the fiery doors shut tight. Then open your eyes and you will see the doors open
and the world of gods which is within the doors."



An invocation follows: "Hail, o Guardians of the pivot, o sacred and brave youths,
who turn at one command the revolving axis of the vault of heaven, who send out thunder
and lightning, and jolts of earthquakes and thunderbolts..." Similar beliefs appear
throughout American Indian cultures. Thus Lowell John Bean reports (in the book
California Indian Shamanism, Menlo Park: Ballena Press 1992) that "souls and ghosts

transcended the space between worlds," while "some humans, through ecstatic experience,
were able to transport themselves to the other worlds or to bring from them supernatural:

power."

Physical interpretations

Couliano spends more time speculating about possible physical interpretations of the
material he studies than ufologists preoccupied with modern abduction claims. In a
chapter entitled "A Historian's Kit for the Fourth Dimension," he cites Charles Howard
Hinton, Robert Monroe, Charles Tart, Ouspensky, and Einstein, and observes that
"Physics and mathematics are to be held responsible to a large extent for the return of
interest in mystical ways of knowledge."

'

If the soul is a "space shuttle," as religious tradition and folklore seem to suggest,
does it follow special laws of physics yet to be discovered? And what conclusion can we
draw from the multiplicity of current representations of other worlds? Simply that we live
in a state of advanced other-world pluralism, where the "coarse hypothesis of a separable
soul" is becoming obsolete. New models of mind, "inspired by cybernetics and artificial
intelligence, are replacing the old ones."

Later in his analysis Couliano remarks that "science itself has opened amazing
perspectives in the exploration of other worlds, and sometimes in other dimensions in
space. Accordingly, our otherworldly journeys may lead to parallel universes or to all
sorts of possible or even impossible worlds."

It is to such ajourney that we invite the reader.



Return to Magonia

Forty years ago a book entitled Passport to Magonia (subtitled "From Folklore to Flying
Saucers") documented the parallels between contemporary sightings of "Aliens" and the
behavior of beings mentioned in ancient times, often interpreted as gods, angels, or devils.
They were the "Daimons" of Greek antiquity, the "Little People" ofthe Celtic fairy-faith,
the elves and gnomes of Paracelsian tradition, the familiars of the witchcraft era. They
flew through the air in various devices such as spheres of light. They abducted humans,
had sexual intercourse with them, showed them visions of parallel worlds, and gave them
messages that changed history.

Passport to Magonia shocked many UFO believers, because it questioned the
simplistic "extraterrestrial" origin of the phenomenon, calling for a more complex
interpretation where symbolic and cultural factors added another layer to the mythical
dimension of the observations. Yet the book was based on preliminary data and scanty
documentary evidence. Its claims were subject to interpretation and criticism from many
angles.

In the last 40 years much has happened to strengthen this research. Several teams of
historians, anthropologists, folklore specialists and philologists have entered the field.
Their work has deepened and broadened the investigation of these ancient themes. The
advent of powerful Internet search engines, followed by a worldwide movement to make
historical archives available online, has amplified the ability of interested amateurs and
professionals alike to make important contributions to the work. The result of this massive
cooperative effort is astounding.

Anyone who doubts that descriptions of unusual aerial phenomena and the entities
associated with them have made a major impact on human history and culture only has to



browse through this book - purposely restricted to 500 prominent cases between Antiquity
and the Age of Flight - to realize what wonderful events they've been missing.

Historical references suggest that in the absence of claims of unknown aerial
phenomena that amazed and inspired their people, Pharaoh Amenophis IV would not have
taken the name Akhenaton and introduced the cult of the Sun Disk into Egypt and
Emperor Constantine might not have established Christianity in Rome in 312 AD. Ancient
chronicles assure us that beings from celestial realms (referred to as Magonia, Nirvana,
Heaven, or Walhalla) were responsible for telling Mary she would bear the son of God,
for instructing Japanese emperor Amekuni to honor the Supreme God, for inspiring
Mohammed to found Islam in Medina in 612, for saving the life of a priest named
Nichiren shortly before his execution in 1271, for helping Henry V of England win a
decisive battle over French knights at Agincourt in 1415 and for convincing Charles Quint
to abandon the siege of Magdeburg in 1551.

Other episodes - whether or not we believe in their actual physical reality - have
acquired a colorful place in human history: Emperor Charlemagne was thrown from his :
horse when an unknown object flew over him in 810 AD; Joan of Arc was inspired to take
the leadership of French armies and throw the English out of France after getting her
instructions from beings of light in 1425; Christopher Columbus saw a strange light as he
approached America; and the claim of an apparition in Guadalupe was responsible for
converting millions of Mexican Indians to Catholicism in 1531.

Among great scientists and scholars who carefully recorded sightings of aerial
phenomena they could not identify and did not hesitate to publish their observations were
mathematician Facius Cardan, Sir H. Sloane (president of the Royal Society), Charles
Messier, Cromwell Mortimer (secretary of the Royal Society), and such illustrious literary
figures as Casanova and Goethe. So much for Stephen Hawking's "cranks and weirdos."

Structure of this work



Part I, A Chronology of Wonders, contains 500 selected events that give, in varied detail,
descriptions of aerial phenomena that have remained unidentified after we exhausted
analysis with the means at our disposal. For convenience of the reader, it is divided in six
distinct periods, with commentaries about the social and historical characteristics of each
period, as it affects the context and reporting of unusual events in the sky.

We stopped the compilation before 1880, at the beginning of a new era when man,
thanks to newly-invented balloons and lighter-than-air devices, had begun to fly at last.

Before that date, human observers were often confused by atmospheric effects,
optical illusions, meteors, and comets, and the visionary experiences common to prophets
and excited crowds, but there were no man-made craft in the sky until 1783, when Louis
XVI of France granted permission for the first human balloon flight, and of course no
heavier-than-air machine at all over the period we cover.

We have tried to recognize common errors, only keeping in our catalogue truly
intriguing descriptions suggestive of actual physical anomalies. During the period we
study there were no airplanes, no searchlights playing on cloud banks, no rockets fired
into space, and none of the shenanigans of secret prototypes or clandestine operations o f:-
psychological warfare often recruited by skeptics to "explain" modern UFOs. After 1879,
while the sky is still somewhat pristine, research into unidentified aerial phenomena
becomes more complex with the frequent reporting of balloons, "airships," and the hoaxes
typical of the new Western media, including competing journalists with blurred standards
of accuracy.

Part 11, Myths, Legends, and Chariots ofthe Gods, draws the lessons from the larger
body of physical data that has come to form man's view of the universe. By restricting
ourselves to a period stretching from Antiquity to the Age of Flight, we were able to apply
systematic standards to reports of unknown things in the sky. In the process, we had to
make our way through much material that did not fit our criteria for valid entries as aerial



phenomena, yet provided considerable insight into cultural, religious, or social attitudes of
the time. Some of the rejected material is assembled in this section of the book but our
assessment of it is not final. We recognize that much is still to be uncovered about the
literature of this phenomenon. Further study of this material by other researchers may, in
time, yield revised data that should be included in future catalogs of aerial phenomena.

Part III, Sources and Methods, discloses our selection criteria and the process through
which we assembled the chronology. It also delves into the difficult issues of scholarship,
when the problem is to decide which version of a particular historical event is worthy of
being retained, and which is inaccurate, deceptive or frivolous.

In this section we also explain how the emergence of the Internet has changed the
methodology of research into ancient material by making previously inaccessible
documents searchable, and, equally importantly, by allowing the building of networks of
communication among interested researchers and scholars in many countries.

In our Conclusion we will review the major patterns we were able to extract from the
historical unfolding of the observations, and we will ask how they relate to the
phenomenon as it continues to be observed today.



Symbols 2

In order to facilitate future reference, we have used the following symbols to indicate the
nature of each account:

Unidentified Aerial Light
Unidentified Aerial Object

Abduction

Phenomenon with physical evidence
Entity (alone}

Entity associated with an aerial phenomenon

Communication




These symbols are extracted from the Dover Publications collection of Medieval
Ornaments (copyright 2002).



PART I

A Chronology of Wonders



PART I'A 30
Chronology to 1000 AD

Ancient records of unknown phenomena in the sky pose special challenges. Unlike
modern accounts, they are often kept in remote libraries, neglected by scholars, written in
little-understood languages and seldom translated with accuracy. Indications of their
existence are found in secondary sources, typically slanted to particular belief systems in
religious or political terms, and are therefore doubtful. When they are quoted on the
Internet or in popular literature they are often so garbled as to become unrecognizable.

The study of such cases has to begin with the search for a primary source, often a
chronicler, a historian, or an astronomer, together with an assessment of the context in
which the sighting was made. Not surprisingly, ancient civilizations with the most
advanced astrology and meteorology have produced good records of this type. China and
the Roman Empire, in particular, have given us valuable astronomical reports, often with
precise dates. Japan and the Middle East are also prominent.

Given the lack of knowledge at the time about the nature of celestial objects such as
meteors or comets, observations of such phenomena were often reported as "portents" or
"omens." Chroniclers generally pointed to specific historical events that followed the
observation, attributing a cause-and-effect relationship to the sighting. This was a natural
tendency, with two unintended consequences: on the one hand, it has contributed to
slanting the narrative to special political or religious viewpoints; on the other hand, the



association with historical records has served to preserve the basic facts of the sighting,
enabling us, hundreds or thousands of years later, to better understand such phenomena as
comets, meteors, and novae. And among these records we find accounts that still have no
conventional explanation within today's science. In some cases, the reframing of
remarkable sightings as mystical events has probably resulted in the loss of accounts that
would interest us today as physical anomalies.

In extreme cases, this process has led to the popular belief that "the Gods" were
intervening in human affairs through celestial manifestations. Indeed, it was convenient
for secular or clerical rulers to claim that divine powers were supporting their views or =
guided them in battle.

In selecting cases for inclusion in this Chronology we have paid special attention to
such biases in order to steer clear of the suggestion that aerial phenomena intervened
directly in terrestrial history. Of course, as the reader will see, the societal and
psychological impact was a real and lasting one, but only because of the interpretations
witnesses and their contemporaries gave to the events.

This process continues today in the many heated controversies about unidentified
flying objects, their origin, their nature, and their possible technological implications. For
this reason, the study of the oldest records is crucial to an understanding of unidentified
aerial phenomena that are still commonly reported.

As we go further back in time, our unidentified cases owe more to mythology than to
history. Yet we wish to show the reader the rich variety of experiences that were reported
throughout the ages. Accordingly, in this initial section we have relaxed our selection
standards in terms of date and contents, while providing critical comments when
appropriate.

The symbol CD denotes cases whose nature or source, in our opinion, needs new
information because it is vague, unreliable, or insufficiently documented. We included
them for illustration purposes, and to stimulate further research.



1.
Ca. 1460 BC, Upper Retjenu, Lebanon
A "'star" defeats the Nubians

The stela of Gebel Barkal, erected in honor of Thutmosis III, describes a fantastic celestial
event during a war: "A star fell to their South position. It struck those opposed to him (the
Nubians). None could stand..." (Lines 33-36).

"[The star] positioned itself above them as if they didn't exist, and then they fell upon
their own blood. Now [the star] was behind them (illuminating) their faces with fire; no
man amongst them could defend himself, none of them looked back. They had not their
horses as [these] had fled into the mountain, frightened...Such is the miracle that Anion
did for me, his beloved son in order to make the inhabitants of the foreign lands see the
power of my majesty."

Source: this document, of undisputable authenticity, was first published in 1933, in a
German Egyptological journal, Zeitschrift fur Agyptischen Sprache und Altertumskunde -
69: 24-39.

The text, now on display in the Museum of Jardum, Sudan, was found by
archaeologists excavating in the Temple of Amon, located at the bottom of the Gebel
Barkal Mountain in the great Bayunda desert. The stela, which is made of granite and
measures 173 cm by 97 cm, was erected on 23 August 1457 BC in honor of Thutmosis
[11's important victories in Asia.



2.
1347 BC, El-Amarna, Nile Valley, Egypt
Akhenaton’s flying disk ©@

Pharaoh Akhenaton (Amenophis IV) had a unique experience that was to shape Egyptian
history. According to inscriptions on the 'Frontier Stelae' found on the circumference of
El-Amarna, Akhenaton was strolling along the river admiring the splendors of nature one
summer morning when he looked up and saw "a shining disc" descend from the sky.

He heard the voice of the Solar Disc itself tell him that he was to build a new capital
for Egypt, and give it the name Akhetaton, 'The Horizon of the Solar Disc." During the
time of Amenophis IV, Egypt's capital became the City of Akhetaton. The ideographic
symbol for the word "horizon" was a disc floating over a mountain range.

Akhenaton also founded a new religion based on the worship of the Solar Disc, thus
assuring his immortality in our history books as the most powerful heretic of ancient
Egypt. Although it refers here to the shape of the sun itself, it is interesting to find that the
basic disc shape often mentioned in art and ancient manuscripts has been quoted (or
misquoted) as evidence of "flying saucers" by contemporary writers.

Source: David P. Silverman, Josef William Wegner, and Jennifer Houser Wegner.
Akhenaten and Tutankhamun: Revolution and Restoration (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 2006), 44-47.



Circa 850 BC, shores of the Jordan River, Israel
Abduction of Elijah ©®

The prophet Elijah (1 Kings 16:29 to 2 Kings 2:18) practiced his ministry in Israel during
the reigns of King Ahab (874-853 BC) and his son King Abaziah (853-852 BC). The
trouble began when Ahab married the pagan princess Jezebel and erected an altar to Baal
in Samaria.

Baal was the Sun-God of the Phoenicians, and a Sacred Pole was used to chart Baal’s
journey through the twelve signs of the zodiac. According to the Old Testament, by 33
embracing the religion of a “false God,” Ahab did more to anger “the Lord” than any of
the kings of Israel before him.

The prophet Elijah (Elias) the Tishbite then delivered a divine message to King Ahab
that God would bring a drought to his kingdom. The significance of this message was that
Baal was worshipped for his supposed power over the sky and the weather, so God's
message was a direct challenge to Baal and a sign of displeasure.



Fig. 1: The abduction of Elijah (Gustave Dore)

The second chapter of 2 Kings mentions an episode when Elijah revealed he was
about to be taken away:

"And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask
what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let
a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not,
it shall not be so.



"And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder, and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.” - 2 Kings 2:11.

Elijah was the only Old Testament prophet who did not die, but was said to be faken
up to heaven. Even today, Jews are waiting for Elijah to return. An empty chair and a
goblet of wine are set at the Passover feast table as a reminder of this belief. The

Mormons, on the other hand, believe that Elijah came back on April 3:« 1836, appearing
before Joseph Smith.

Source: Unless otherwise indicated, we are using the King James Version of the Bible.

The Bible states that Prophet Ezekiel saw a strange craft appear in the sky above him. It
consisted of "wheels within wheels," a brilliant dome, and four beings. He was transported
to a mountaintop, without knowing how he got there, and remained stunned, an experience
reminiscent of numerous contemporary reports by people claiming abductions.

We are not so naive as to believe that the Ezekiel account in the Bible, which was
written down centuries after the life of the prophet by that name, represents a first-hand =
report of an observation, any more than the abduction of Elijah in the previous account.
Wikipedia notes that "the academic community has been split into a number of different
camps over the authorship of the book. W. Zimmerli proposes that Ezekiel's original



message was influenced by a later school that added a deeper understanding to the
prophecies. Other groups, like the one led by M. Greenberg, still tend to see the majority
of the work of the book done by Ezekiel himself. Some scholars have suggested that the
person described by the Book of Ezekiel may have suffered from temporal lobe epilepsy,
which has several characteristic symptoms that are apparent from his writing. These
symptoms include hypergraphia, hyperreligiosity, fainting spells, mutism, and pedantism,
often collectively ascribed to a condition known as Geschwind syndrome."

Even with these qualifications, the account is remarkable for Ezekiel's description of
a phenomenon that would resonate with the people of his time, and still strikes us by its
awesome imagery:

"Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great
cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and
radiating out of its midst like the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire.
Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their
appearance: they had the likeness of a man. Each one had four faces, and each
one had four wings."

The text goes on: "Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a wheel was on the
earth beside each living creature with its four faces. The appearance of the wheels and
their workings was, as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel. When they moved, they
went toward any one of four directions; they did not turn aside when they went.

"When the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them; and when the living
creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. Wherever the spirit
wanted to go, they went, because there the spirit went; and the wheels were lifted together
with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. When those went, these
went; when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the



wheels were lifted up together with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the =
wheels" (Ezekiel 1: 4-21).

Fig. 2: The abduction of Ezekiel

Later Ezekiel describes what today would be characterized as "abduction":

2:9 And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and a written
scroll was in it

3:12 Then the spirit lifted me up, and as the glory of the Lord arose from its
place, I heard behind me the sound of a great earthquake.

3:13 It was the sound of the wings of the living creatures as they touched one
another, and the sound of the wheels beside them that sounded like a great
earthquake.



3:14 The spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness in the
heat of my spirit, the hand of the Lord being strong upon me.

3:15 And I came to the exiles at Tel-A bib, who dwelt by the river Che bar. And I
sat there overwhelmed among them seven days.

It is noteworthy that the description includes some words that appear only once in
Ezekiel's writing and some that only appear once in the entire Old Testament, an
indication that the prophet was indeed looking for ways to express a vision that surpassed
his understanding - and the ability of translators to adequately convey his experience.

-
464 BC, Rome, Italy: Prodigious shapes and figures @

According to fourth-century Roman writer Julius Obsequens' Liber de Prodigiis (Book of
Prodigies),

"In the consulate of Aulo Postumio Albino Regillense and Spurio Furio Medullino
Fusco, once again and with great splendor a burning in the sky and many other prodigies
appeared with shapes and strange figures, frightening the spectators."

Such accounts are frequently found in old texts, yet they are of only marginal interest
to us, in spite of their tantalizing context, because they give no hint of a description of an
actual event. A "burning in the sky" could be a common meteor or an auroral display, and
there is no evidence that the "shapes and strange figures" were seen in the air. These
considerations, well understood by most scholars of ancient texts, have led us to exclude
many such references from our Chronology.



It is important to note that the version of Obsequens' chronicle containing the
reference cited here was not the original. In 1552, humanist Conrad Wolffhart
(1518-1561), who took the Greek name of Lycosthenes, edited the chronicle and added -
illustrations from wood-cuts. Obsequens' Liber de prodigiis (Book of Prodigies) was an
account of the portents observed in Rome between 190 BC and 12 BC. As some of the
original text had not survived, Lycosthenes reconstructed the missing parts himself,
starting at 749 BC, from other historical sources. Therefore, the records attributed to
Obsequens from prior to 190 BC were possibly not in the Latin original.

Source: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem
Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

"When Thrasybulus was bringing back the exiles from Phyla, and wished to elude
observation, a pillar became his guide as he marched over a trackless region...The sky
being moonless and stormy, a fire appeared leading the way, which, having conducted
them safely, left them near Munychia, where is now the altar of the light-bringer."

Note: We have found no comet recorded for that period, and the observation remains
unexplained.



Source: Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, Book I, Chapter 24. Cited in The Ante-Nicene
Fathers, translations of the writings of the Fathers down to AD 325, by Rev. Alexander
Roberts and James Donaldson (eds.) revised and arranged by A. Cleveland Coxe, Vol. II:
Fathers of the Second Century (Edinburgh reprint, 2001).

, &

Circa 343 BC, Near Sicily, Italy: a blazing light

In Diodorus Siculus' first century text Historical Library, (book 16, 24-5) we read that the
voyage of Timoleon from Corinth to Sicily was guided by one or more blazing lights
referred to as lampas: "Heaven came to the support of his venture and foretold his coming
fame and the glory of his achievements, for all through the night he was preceded by a
torch blazing in the sky up to the moment when the squadron made harbor in Italy."

Note: This might have been a comet, but it has never been matched with any known
cometary object, according to Gary Kronk's Cometography. P. J. Bicknell, writing in The
Classical Quarterly ("The Date of Timoleon's Crossing to Italy and the Comet of 361
BC" in New Series, Vol. 34, No. 1, 1984, 130-134) argues that "a cometary hypothesis is:?
barely compatible with the implication of Diodorus' account that the lampas were visible
in the east at nightfall and therefore in opposition to the sun...All in all it is difficult to
resist the conclusion that Diodorus (or his source) elaborated on the lampas for dramatic
effect..."

Bicknell leans towards the interpretation of the objects as a spectacular meteor
shower, possibly the Lyrids, which would put the date of his voyage at 21 March 344 BC
However this does not account for a phenomenon seen "all through the night" in a fixed
direction.



Source: Gary Kronk. Cometography-A Catalog of Comets, Volume I Ancient-1799
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), 511.

8.
218 BC, Amiterno, Italy: phantom ships

"During this winter many portents occurred in Rome and the surrounding area, or at all
events, many were reported and easily gained credence, for when once men's minds have
been excited by superstitious fears they easily believe these things...A phantom navy was
seen shining in the sky; in the territory of Amiternum beings in human shape and clothed
in white were seen at a distance, but no one came close to them."

There is no evidence that the aerial sightings had any connection with the other
reports, so the mystery only seems compounded by the juxtaposition of strange events. In
their chronological chapters, both Pliny and Livy appended a list of all prodigies reported
for a given year, which were compiled in the Annales Maximi for the Consuls. These
Annals, which were lost even before the time of Livy and Pliny, are now lost. This
explains why the Roman prodigies that have reached us are only dated by their year, with
an odd juxtaposition of unrelated events.

Source: The History of Rome Vol 111 by Lily, trans. Reverend Canon Roberts (Montana:
Kessinger Publishing 2004), 51.

216 BC, Arpi, Apulia, Italy: Shields ©



"At Arpi shields had been seen in the sky and the sun had appeared to be fighting with the
moon; at Capena two moons were visible in the daytime."

This description from Livy suggests disk-shaped flying objects but could also refer to
meteors, as we do not know the duration of the observation.

Source: The History of Rome Vol IIl by Lily, trans. Reverend Canon Roberts (Montana:
Kessinger Publishing 2004), 54.

10.
2 August 216 BC, Cannae, Apulia, Italy
Round objects, white figures ©

During the famous battle won by Hannibal in Cannae (2 August, 216 BC), in the Apulian
plain near Barletta, which saw the largest defeat in the history of Rome, a mysterious
phenomenon was observed: "On the day of the battle, in the sky of the Apulia, round
objects in the shape of ships were seen. The prodigies carried on all night long. On the
edge of such objects were seen men dressed in white, like clergymen around a plow."

Source: Italian magazine Cielo e Terra (August 1967): 2. We were unsuccessful in
tracking down an original source. We include this quote from a popular magazine with
reservations, given the abundance of fictional historical material in that period, and
acknowledge a possible confusion with case 8 above.



June 213 BC, Hadria, Gulf of Venice, Italy
Men seen in the sky @

"At Hadria an altar was seen in the sky and about it the forms of men in white clothes."

Fig. 3: An interpretation of the Hadria sighting

This illustration attempts to capture the scene, which suggests an event remarkable enough
for historians to have noted it, and for a record to have been preserved. We suspect,
however, that a confusion of locations may exist with the case of 218 BC in Amiterno.
White clothes are indicative of sacerdotal garments.



Source: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem
Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

12.
173 BC, Lanuvium, Albano Laziale (Lanuvio), Italy
Aerial fleet

"As it was fully expected that there would be war with Macedonia, it was decided that
portents should be expiated and prayers offered to win 'the peace of the Gods,"' of those
deities, namely, those mentioned in the Books of Fate. At Lanuvium the sight of a great
fleet had been witnessed in the heavens...."

Source: The History of Rome Vol Il by Lily, trans. Reverend Canon Roberts (Montana:
Kessinger Publishing 2004), 72.

13. ’

163 BC, Cassino, Lazio Province, Italy
Nocturnal lights, sounds ®

A "sun" shone at night for several hours. The original text reads: "Consulship of Tiberius
Gracchus and Manius Juventus: at Capua the sun was seen during the night. At Formice
two suns were seen by day. The sky was afire...In Cephallenia a trumpet seemed to sourift
from the sky.. .By night something like the sun shone at Pisaurum."



These phenomena are grouped together by a chronicler, but they were not observed at
the same time or in the same region. It is frustrating for us not to have more detail.

Note that this is the last of Lycosthenes' restored cases; all further references from
Obsequens' book were also in the original.

Source: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem
Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

14.
122 BC, Ariminium, Italy: Three "moons'" at once

A huge luminous body lit up the sky, and three moons rose together.

Pliny writes in his Natural History, Book II, Chapter XXXII: "Three moons have
appeared at once, for instance in the consulship of Gnaeus Domitius and Gaius Fannius."

Another citation from Dio Cassius (Roman History, Book I) states: "At Ariminium a
bright light like the day blazed out at night; in many portions of Italy three moons became
visible in the night time."

The observation of triple moons in the night sky is a rare but explainable atmospheric
phenomenon. We include the case because of the ambiguity about the coincidence of
several phenomena making a strong enough impression to be recorded by serious authors.



Source: Pliny the Elder, Natural History, trans. Harris Rackham (Harvard University
Press, 1963), vol. 10, 243.

103 BC, Amelia and Todi, Italy
Shields clashing in the sky

During the War with the Cimbri, "from Amelia and Todi, cities of Italy, it was reported
that at night there had been seen in the heavens flaming spears, and shields which at first
moved in different directions, and then clashed together, assuming the formations and
movements of men in battle, and finally some of them would give way, while others
pressed on in pursuit, and all streamed away to the westward." The description of the
objects' behavior is puzzling, radically different from what would be expected in the case
of a meteor shower. Nor does it fit well with an aurora borealis. Note that Obsequens
locates the sighting at Rimini in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy.

Source: Plutarch, Plutarch's Lives, trans. Bernadotte Perrin (Harvard University, 1950)
v.9, 509. Also see: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum
Lycosthenem Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

16.

Another flying shield ®



In Tarquinia, over a wide area, a fiery meteor was seen, which flew away quickly. "4t
sunset a round shield (orbis clypeus) flew west to east.”

As noted before, the reference to "flying shields" appears several times in the old
chronicles. In the absence of additional detail, it is impossible to determine whether the
object was a meteor that seemed disk-shaped. We mention such cases with reservation.
The document does specify that the object was "round", suggesting a defined structure.

Tarquinia was 52 Roman miles Northwest of Rome.

Source: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem
Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

17.
91 BC, Spoletium in Umbria, N. Rome, Italy
Globe, flying up!

"Near Spoletium a gold-colored fireball rolled down to the ground, increased in size;
seemed to move off the ground toward the east and was big enough to blot out the sun."

Such an object does not match the pattern of a meteor. We considered the possibility
that it might have been a rare form of ball lightning, but this idea is contradicted by the
observation that it could "blot out the sun."

Source: Obsequens, Prodigiorum, op. cit., ch. 114; Paulus Orosius, Historiarum Adversum
Paganos, Book V.



18
Circa June 76 BC, China, exact location unknown
Mysterious candle star

"The fifth year of the Yiian-feng reign period, in the fourth month (12th May to 9th June,
76 BC), a candle star appeared between K 'uei and Lou." Astronomers have no idea what
it could have been. Some suggest it was a nova, others a comet or meteor.

Chapter 26: 1292 of the same History defines the term thus: "A candle star resembles
Venus. It remains stationary from sight right after its appearance. Riot is expected in cities
and districts over which it shone." A candle star was one of the 18 irregular "stars"
defined in Chinese records.

Source: History of the Han Dynasty, ch. 26: 1307; quoted by Y. L. Huang, "The Chinese
Candle Star of 76 BC," The Observatory 107 (1987): 213. The History of the Han Dynasty
was part of "Astrological Treatise," compiled by Ma Hsu around 140 AD.

10, W

76 BC, Rome, Italy: Maneuvering "torch" in the sky

A group of witnesses with Proconsul Silenus: A spark fell from a star, became as big as
the moon, and went up again, which contradicts natural explanations.

The original text reads: "In the consulship of Gnaeus Octavius and Gaius Scribonius a
spark was seen to fall from a star and increase in size as it approached the earth, and after
becoming as large as the moon it diffused a sort of cloudy daylight, and then returning to



the sky changed into a torch; this is the only record of this occurring. It was seen by the
proconsul Silanus and his entourage."

Source: Pliny the Elder, Natural History, trans. Harris Rackham (Harvard University
Press, 1963).

20
48 BC, Thessaly and Syria: Fiery bombardment ®

Another example of a sighting where the object appears to favor one camp over another in
battle: "Thunderbolts had fallen upon Pompey's camp. A fire had appeared in the air over
Caesar's camp and then fell upon his own."”

In other cases of ancient battles, such fiery objects turned out to be primitive
incendiary missiles, so we include this case with reservations.

Source: Cassius Dio Cocceianus, Dio's Rome: An Historical Narrative Originally
Composed in Greek During the Reigns of Septimus Severus, Geta and Caracal la,
Macrinus, Elagabalus and Alexander Severus, trans. Herbert Baldwin Foster (Troy, New
York, 1905), vol. 2, 227.

21,
24 May 12 BC, China, exact location unknown
A large hovering object, fire rain



"In the first year of the Yuen-yen period, at the 4. Moon, between 3 P.M. and 5 P.M., by
clear sky and serene weather, a sound similar to thunder was heard repeatedly. A meteor
(sic) appeared, the front part the size of a vase, over 100 feet long. Its light was red-
whitish. It stood far to the SE of the sun. It threw off fiery sparks on four sides, some as
large as a pail, others the size of an egg. They fell like rain. This phenomenon lasted until
the evening. "

This is an unexplained episode. Meteors do not linger for two hours, and do not
shower the landscape with fiery rain.

Source: Edouard Biot, Catalogue des etoiles filantes et des autres meteores observes en
Chine pendant 24 siecles (Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 1846), 9-10. This book provides an::
extremely valuable record of astronomical observations in China during much of its

history.

22«
10 February 9 BC, Kyushu, Japan: Nine evil suns ®

The Kumaso people were prospering, until nine "Suns" were seen in the sky, followed by
great chaos.

We considered the hypothesis that the phenomenon was a sun-dog, but we found no
record of a refraction effect producing nine images of the sun. This is one of numerous
items for which it is difficult to locate Asian sources in translation. We mention such
cases, fragmentary as they are, in the hope of encouraging future researchers to seek



complete sources. This story may originate in the ancient Chinese legend of the nine suns
shot down from the sky by Yao dynasty hero Yi when Earth's original ten suns were
making life insufferable, in which case it should be regarded as legend rather than fact.

Source: Brothers Magazine (Japan) No. Ill, 1964. This magazine was one of the earliest
publications about UFOs in Japan. Unfortunately, it did not provide a quote from an actual
source.

23.
April 34 AD, China, exact location unknown
Squadron of flying intruders

A white, round object accompanied by 10 small stars flies overhead. This could refer to a
train of meteors, but the pattern is unusual if "accompanied" means that the ten small stars
were flying in some sort of formation with the main object.

Source: Edouard Biot, Catalogue des etoiles filantes et des autres meteores observes en
Chine pendant 24 siecles (Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 1846).

24.
61 AD, China N
A golden apparition is said to have spread Buddhism @



Han Emperor Mingti, who had heard of Buddhism, had a vision of a golden figure floating
in a halo of light - interpreted as a flying Apsara (Buddhist angel). Some sources present
this vision as a dream, others as an "apparition." Arthur Lillie mentions it as a "golden

'

man, a spirit named Foe," while Gray calls it "a foreign god entering his palace."
Whatever it was, the visionary being was interpreted by the Emperor's wise men,
including Minister Fu Yi, to be the Buddha himself. Consequently, an envoy was sent to
India to learn about the new religion, returning with sacred Buddhist texts and paintings as
well as Indian priests to explain the teachings of the Buddha to the Emperor.
The narrative we have does not mention any physical object in the sky at the time,
which strictly takes the event out of the realm of aerial phenomena. As will be seen in Part
III of this book ("Sources and Methods") the two coauthors have had extensive debate
over the wisdom of including such cases in this catalogue, especially from sources steeped

in myth and symbolism.

Fig. 4: Flying apsara: painting from the Mogao caves, China



On the one hand, there are thousands of instances where witnesses describe "entities"
similar to those typically associated with UFOs, in connection with a "halo of light" that
can hardly be considered as a material object. These are often reported in the
contemporary literature as "bedroom visitations" or apparitions. We did agree that a
difficult line must be drawn between such events and reports of ghosts, ape-men or
monsters, which belong in a related but separate study. On the other hand, we find
continuity between the interpretation of "signs in the sky," aerial objects with entities
aboard, and flying or luminous entities seen by themselves. Accordingly, we have
included a limited number of prominent cases of this kind.

Source: John Henry Gray, China, a History of the Laws, Manners and Customs of the
People (Courier Dover: 2003), 106; Arthur Lillie, Buddhism in Christendom or Jesus the
Essene (London: K. Paul, Trench, 1887), 188.

21 May 70 AD, Jerusalem
Flying chariots surround the city

Flavius Josephus writes: "On the one and twentieth day of the month Artemisius, a certain
prodigious and incredible phenomenon appeared: 1 suppose the account of it would seem
to be a fable, were it not related by those that saw it, and were not the events that followed
it of so considerable a nature as to deserve such signals; for, before sun-setting, chariots
and troops of soldiers in their armor were seen running about among the clouds, and
surrounding cities."



Source: Flavius Josephus, History of the Destruction of Jerusalem, Jewish Wars, Book
CXI, quoted in " The Genuine Works of Flavius Josephus, the Jewish Historian,"
translated by William Whiston, (London, 1737). See also: Sara Schechner, Comets,
Popular Culture and the Birth of Modern Cosmology (Princeton University Press: 1999),«
32.

26,
Winter 80 AD, Caledon Wood, Scotland
Fast-moving airship

"When the Roman Emperor, Agricola was in Scotland (Caledonia), wondrous flames were
seen in the skies over Caledon wood, all one winter night. Everywhere the air burned, and
on many nights, when the weather was serene, a ship was seen in the air, moving fast. "

The passage goes on to describe another staple of Fortean literature: "In Athol,
shower of stones fell from the sky into one place, and a shower of paddocks (frogs) fell on
one day from the sky. And high in the air, at night, there raged a burning fire, as if knights
in armor and on foot or horse fought with great force."

Here again, these phenomena were not simultaneous or even in the same region but
they provide us with a treasure-trove of anomalies, from the fall of frogs to the mention of
an aerial ship. Caledon Wood appears in Geoffrey of Monmouth's rendition of the King
Arthur legend (in The History of the Kings of Britain). Arthur defeated the Saxons at
Caledon Wood, among other places.

Source: Hector Boece, Historia Gentis Scotorum (1527).



27.
187, Rome, Italy: Hovering stars in daylight

"We read in Herodian that in the time of Commodus stars were seen all the day long, and
that some stretched in length, hanging as it were in the midst of the air, which was a token
of a cloud not kindled but driven together: for it seemed kindled in the night, but in the
day when it was far off it vanished away."

Source: Lycosthenes, Julii Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem
Rubeaquensem integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

28.
January 195, Rome, Italy: Bright stars around the sun

"I shall now speak of what happened outside, and of the various rebellions. For three men
at this time, each commanding three legions of citizens and many foreigners besides,
attempted to secure the control of affairs - Severus, Niger, and Albinus. The last-named
was governor of Britain, Severus of Pannonia, and Niger of Syria. These, then, were the
three men portended by the three stars that suddenly came to view surrounding the sun
when Julianus in our presence was offering the Sacrifices of Entrance in front of the
senate-house.

" These stars were so very distinct that the soldiers kept continually looking at them -
and pointing them out to one another, while declaring that some dreadful fate would
befall the emperor. As for us, however much we hoped and prayed that it might so prove,



yet the fear of the moment would not permit us to gaze up at them except by furtive
glances."

Were the "bright stars" a case of parhelia or false suns? The description here does not
suggest simple refraction.

Source: Cassius Dio Cocceianus, Dio's Rome: An Historical Narrative Originally
Composed in Greek During the Reigns of Septimus Severus, Geta and Caracal la,
Macrinus, Elagabalus and Alexander Severus, trans. Herbert Baldwin Foster (Troy, New
York, 1905), vol. 9, 151.

29.
235, Weinan, China

A red object flies above the Emperor's army @

The army of Emperor Hou Chu saw a red object with pointed rays that flew over them
three times.

This case is reported in a compilation of "shooting stars and meteors," but the notion
of an ordinary meteor returning three times to fly over an army stretches credulity.

Source: Edouard Biot, Catalogue des etoiles filantes et des autres meteores observes en
Chine pendant 24 siecles (Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 1846).




240, Che-chiang Province, China
The dragon and the little blue boy

"Under the Emperor Ta Ti of the Wu dynasty (AD 228-251), in the seventh month of the
third year of the Ch'ih-wu era, there was a certain Wang Shuh who gathered medicinal
herbs on T'ien Tai Mountain. At the hottest time of the day he took a rest under a bridge,
when suddenly he saw a little blue boy, over a foot long, in the brook.

" The boy held a blue rush in his hand and rode on a red carp. The fish entered a
cloud and disappeared little by little.

"After a good while Shuh climbed upon a high mountain top and looked to all four
sides. He saw wind and clouds arising above the sea, and in a moment a thunderstorm
broke forth. Suddenly it was about to reach Shuh, who terrified hid himselfin a hollow
tree. When the sky cleared up, he again saw the red carp on which the boy rode and the
little boy returning and entering the brook. It was a black kiaol”

We include this case, clearly unexplained in terms of ordinary phenomena, because it
illustrates characteristics ascribed to "dragons" in the Chinese literature. s

Source: Dr. M. W. De Visser, The Dragon in China and Japan (Amsterdam: Johannes
Muller, 1913), 80-81. Visser quotes from "the Wuki" A Kiao is a "scaled dragon."

31.
Circa March 260, China, exact location unknown
A child from Mars flies away

At a time when the government of Wu faced critical dangers, during the reign of Sun Hsiu
(258 to 263) the generals of border garrisons used to leave their wives and children



(known as "hostage children") as pledges of loyalty. It was not unusual for a dozen of
these children to play together. The record goes on:

"A strange child suddenly joined the hostage children in their play. He was less than
four feet tall, dressed in dark clothes, and appeared to be between six and seven years old.
None of the other children recognized the newcomer, so they asked him, "To what family
do you belong, that you should suddenly appear among us?"

"I came only because you seemed to be enjoying yourselves so much," was the reply.
On closer examination, it was noticed that light rays from the stranger's eyes flashed
brilliantly, and the other children began to be afraid. They asked him about his past. "Do
you fear me, then?" he asked. "Don't. Though I am not human, I am the star-god Yung-
huo (Mars) and have come to deliver a message to you: The Three Lords will return to
Ssu-ma.'

"The children were startled, and some ran off to tell their parents. The adults arrived
in haste to witness all this, but the visitor said, 'l must leave you.' So saying, he propelled
his body upward and transformed himself.

"The children looked up and watched him rise to the heavens leaving what appeared
to be a great train of flowing silk behind him. Some of the adults arrived in time to watch
him drifting gradually higher. A moment later, he vanished."

Given the political crisis, nobody reported this at the time. Four years later Hsiu was
overthrown; in 21 years Wu was put down, and the power fell to Ssu-ma.

Source: In the Wu Kingdom during the Three Kingdoms Period (222-280), cited in In
Search of the Supernatural: The Written Record, trans. Kenneth J. DeWoskin and J. 1.
Crump (Stanford University Press: 1996), 110.



January 314, China, exact location unknown
Three suns, flying east @©

The Sun came down to the ground and three other suns rose together over the western
horizon and "flew together towards the East." This is yet another frustrating example of
partial information which, taken literally, indicates a most unusual phenomenon. Only
reference to the original text could permit a fuller interpretation.

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres (Paris: Mercure de France: 1983), 47. We
have not been able to find an original source for this case.

Circa 334, Antioch, Turkey
An object emitting smoke for hours

"In Antioch a star appeared in the eastern part of the sky during the day, emitting much
smoke as though from a furnace, from the third to the fifth hour" The duration of the
phenomenon precludes a comet, but it was seen too long for a meteor.

Source: Theophanes, Chronographia, trans. C. Mango & R. Scott, with G. Greatrex, The

Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor: Byzantine and Near Eastern History AD 284-813
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997), 49.



Circa 350, Emesa, Syria: Dialogue with a globe of fire

In Ancient Greece, where meteorology played an important role in religion and scientific
philosophy, claims involving strange aerolites abound. Damaskios, in his book, The Life ol
Isidorus, relates that one sacred baitylos (meteorite) was kept by a man named Eusebios,
who acquired it in strange circumstances. A Byzantine scholar called Photios, who lived
in the 9th century A.D., described the story in his own writings. The following is from
Arthur Bernard Cook's Zeus, A Study in Ancient Religion, Vol. 111, 888:

"This man stated that there had once come upon him a sudden and much unexpected
desire to roam at midnight away from the town of Emesa as far as he could get towards
the hill on which stands the ancient and magnificent temple of Athena. So he went as
quickly as possible to the foot of the hill, and there sat down to rest after his journey.
Suddenly he saw a globe of fire leap down from above, and a great lion standing beside
the globe. The lion vanished immediately, but ke himselfran up to the globe as the fire
died down and found it to be the baitylos. He took it up and asked it to which of the gods it
might belong. It replied that it belonged to Gennaios, the Noble One." He took it home =
the self-same night, traveling, so he said, a distance of over 210 furlongs. ... It was, he
says, an exact globe, whitish in color, three hand-breadths across. But at times it grew
bigger, or smaller; and at others it took on a purple hue. He showed us, too, letters that
were written into the stone, painted in the pigment called cinnabar. "

Cinnabar was employed widely in antiquity as a pigment for calligraphy and for
decorating precious objects, such as injewelry. The bright red pigment, whose name has
been traced to the Persian zinjifrah ("dragon's blood"), was held in extraordinary esteem
in ancient times.



Meteorites are very unlikely to contain enough cinnabar to mislead even the most
superstitious priests. Meteoric stone is dark, not white, and any trace of mercury sulphide
is unlikely to be visible to the naked eye. In nature, certain stones, such as opal and
limestone, can display narrow veins of cinnabar that could possibly be interpreted as
esoteric writing, but this would not explain the anomalies in Eusebios' baitylos.

Source: Arthur Bernard Cook, Zeus, a study in ancient religion (Cambridge University
Press, 1914), vol. 3, 888.

7 May 351, Jerusalem
A luminous cross terrifies witnesses

Hermias Sozomen, in his Ecclesiastical History, notes that "At the time Cyril succeeded
Maximus in the government of the church of Jerusalem, the sign of the cross appeared in
the heavens; its radiance was not feeble and divergent like that of comets, but splendid and
concentrated. Its length was about fifteen stadia from Calvary to the Mount of Olives, and
its breadth was in proportion to its length.

"So extraordinary a phenomenon excited universal terror."

He also stated it was visible for several days and was brighter than the sun.

Source: The Ecclesiastical History of Philostorgius, compiled by Photius, Patriarch of
Constantinople, trans. Edward Walford (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1855), 49. The
Byzantine text Chronicon Paschale provides the date of May 7th.



36, 1
Ca. 393, Rome, Italy: A sign in the sky

A "new and strange star was seen in the sky, announcing the arrival of major disasters on
Earth."

This oft-quoted sighting listed in the UFO literature seems to have been a comet. The
original text describes the "star" being seen for the first time at midnight towards the east?
"It was big and bright and the light was not much less than the morning star [Venus].
After that, a cloud of stars gathered around it on the same side, like a swarm of bees,
clustering together around their queen."

Later it took the form of "a double-blade sword, great and terrible." Its movement
was very different from the rest of the stars: it began to rise and came next to the Morning
Star. Later it moved to the North. Finally, after completing this trip in forty days, it came
inside the Big Dipper and was last seen at the center of it, where it became extinct. We
only include this case in the Chronology because we have not found confirmation of a
cometary observation about this date in Gary Kronk's extensive Cometography, but we
suspect the object was indeed a comet.

Source: The Ecclesiastical History of Philostorgius, compiled by Photius, Patriarch of
Constantinople, trans. Edward Walford (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1855).

37.
396, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey
Sulphurous fire from Heaven



St. Augustine wrote that "At the beginning of the night as the world was being darkened, a
fiery cloud was seen from the East, small at first then, as it approached the city, gradually
enlarging, until it hung terribly over the whole city All fled to the Church; the place did
not hold the people. But after that great tribulation, when God had accredited His word,
the cloud began to diminish and at last disappeared.

"The people, freed from fear for a while, again heard that they must migrate, because
the whole city would be destroyed on the next Sabbath. The whole people left the city
with the Emperor; no one remained in his house."

The city was saved. "What shall we say?" adds Augustine. "Was this the anger of
God, or rather His mercy?"

Source: Albert Barnes, Minor Prophets I (Michigan: Baker Books, 1985), 414. Augustine
doesn't give a date, but 16th century ecclesiastical historian Cesare Baronius said it was
396. It isn't known how he reached this conclusion.

£

X’S()( ;x:‘;
i

38
438, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey

A child abducted to Heaven

An earthquake has destroyed Constantinople; famine and pestilence are spreading. The
cataclysm has leveled the walls and the fifty-seven towers. Now comes a new tremor,
even stronger than all the previous ones. Nicephorus, the historian, reports that in their
fright the inhabitants of Byzantium, abandoning their city, gathered in the countryside:
"They kept praying to beg that the city be spared total destruction: they were in no lesser



danger themselves, because of the movements of the earth that nearly engulfed them,
when a miracle quite unexpected and going beyond all credence filled them with
admiration."

"In the midst of the entire crowd, a child was suddenly taken up by a strong force, so
high into the air that they lost sight of him. After this, he came down as he had gone up,
and told Patriarch Proclus, the Emperor himself, and the assembled multitude that he had

just attended a great concert of the Angels hailing the Lord in their sacred canticles.

" Acacius, the bishop of Constantinople, states, The population of the whole city saw
it with their eyes.' And Baronius, commenting upon this report, adds the following words:
"Such a great event deserved to be transmitted to the most remote posterity and to be
forever recorded in human memory through its mention every year in the ecclesiastical
annals. For this reason the Greeks, after inscribing it with the greatest respect into their
ancient Menologe, read it publicly every year in their churches.'"

Source: This story has been collected and published by writers for many centuries. The

version quoted here is by 14+ century chronicler Nicephorus Callistus, but versions can be
found in a letter by Acacius, Patriarch of Constantinople (d.489) to Peter Fullo, Patriarch
of Antioch, and also in a letter by Pope Felix III (483-492) to the same Peter Fullo. The
story in itself serves as the founding story for the origin of the Trisagion hymn of the
Greek Church. The different versions agree on most details except the precise year and the
fate of the raised child.

39. =
497, British Isles: Globe in the sky and two light beams



An immense globe appeared in the sky. A second ball of fire came from its rays,
projecting two beams: "During these transactions at Winchester, there appeared a star of
wonderful magnitude and brightness, darting forth a ray, at the end of which was a globe
of fire in the form of a dragon, out of whose mouth issued forth two rays; one of which =«
seemed to stretch out itself beyond the extent of Gaul, the other towards the Irish sea, and
ended in seven lesser rays."

There is some doubt about the date here because Geoffrey of Monmouth wrote it
coincident with Ambrosius' death. Scholars disagree about the date of this event,
suggesting either 473 or, according to Roger of Wendover, 497.

Source: Geoffrey of Monmouth, Historia Regum Britanniae, VI1II, ch. 14; Lycosthenes,
Julii  Obsequentis Prodigiorum Liber...per Conradum Lycosthenem Rubeaquensem
integrati suae restitutus (Basel, 1552).

40.
507, Poitiers, France
King Clovis guided by a light in the sky

A peculiar phenomenon took place when French king Clovis defeated the Visigoths,
killing their king Alaric II, and taking over their French lands, including Aquitaine.

"The decisive moments were wasted in idle deliberation. The Goths too hastily
abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous post; and the opportunity of a secure retreat was lost
by their slow and disorderly motions.



Fig. 5: An interpretation of the sighting by Clovis

"After Clovis had passed the ford, as it is still named, of the Hart, he advanced with
bold and hasty steps to prevent the escape of the enemy. His nocturnal march was directed
by a flaming meteor, suspended in the air above the cathedral of Poitiers; and this signal,
which might be previously concerted with the orthodox successor of St. Hilary, was
compared to the column of fire that guided the Israelites in the desert."

Shortly thereafter Clovis moved the Frankish capital to Paris.

Source: Gibbon, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.
London: T. Cadell (1837), 594.



41
Circa 540, Rome, Italy: A spark grows into a disk

"Often a little spark has seemed to come down from the sky to the Earth; then, having
grown into a kind of orb like the Moon, it has been seen as disc-like. This very thing
recently happened and foretold a danger of seditions and misfortunes beyond measure."

Source: John Lydus, On Portents, 6. Quoted in "The Roman Fireball of 76 BC" by
Richard B. Stothers, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, New York. The Observatory
107 (1987): 211.

42.
540, Monte Cassino, Italy: A Fiery Globe

At dawn, Saint Benedict of Nursia observed a glittering light that became a fiery globe. =
He had time to call a second witness:

"The man of God, Benedict, being diligent in watching, rose early up before the time
of matins (his monks being yet at rest) and came to the window of his chamber, where he
offered up his prayers to almighty God. Standing there, all on a sudden in the dead of the
night, as he looked forth, he saw a light, which banished away the darkness of the night,
and glittered with such brightness, that the light which did shine in the midst of darkness
was far more clear than the light of the day.

"Upon this sight a marvelous strange thing followed, for, as himself did afterward
report, the whole world gathered as it were together under one beam of the sun was
presented before his eyes, and while the venerable father stood attentively beholding the



brightness of that glittering light, he saw the soul of Germanus, Bishop of Capua, in a
fiery globe to be carried up by Angels into heaven.

"Then desirous to have some witness of this so notable a miracle, he called with a
very loud voice Servandus the Deacon twice or thrice by his name, who, troubled at such
an unusual crying out of the man of God, went up in all haste, and looking forth saw not
anything else, but a little remnant of the light, but wondering at so great a miracle, the man
of God told him all in order what he had seen, and sending by and by to the town of
Cassino, he commanded the religious man Theoprobus to dispatch one that night to the
city of Capua, to learn what was become of Germanus their Bishop: which being done, the
messenger found that reverent Prelate had departed this life, and enquiring curiously the
time, he understood that he died at that very instant, in which the man of God beheld him
ascending up to heaven."

Researcher Yannis Deliyannis, who located this case, adds: "The account of the
vision of Saint Benedict of Nursia is interesting enough in its description. While needing
to be cautious, we cannot rule out completely the idea that it was eventually based on a
(more or less) factual event which was, later on or by extrapolation, given a mystical
signification."

Source: Dialogues of Gregory the Great, book II, chap. xxxv. Sancti Gregorii Papae
Dialogorum Libri IV, as published in Migne's Patrologia Latina, Vol. 77.

43.
November 596, Nara prefecture, West Japan
Descending canopy @



An object like a canopy or lotus flower descends and appears suspended above the
Houryuji temple. 1t changes color and shape.

Source: Fusouriyatuki Vol. 3 (Buddhist history), quoted in: Takao Ikeda, Nihonnu ufo
(Tokyo: Tairiki shobo, 1974). We have not seen the book and give references from it with
reservations.

44.

9 June 597, Ireland: An immense pillar of fire

"Another vision also given at the same hour under a different form was related to me,
Adomnan, who was a young man at the time, by one of those who had seen it, and who
solemnly assured me of its truth...He said:

"'On that night when St. Columba, by a happy and blessed death, passed from earth
to heaven, while I and others with me were engaged in fishing in the valley of the river
Fend, which abounds in fish, we saw the whole vault of heaven become suddenly
illuminated. Struck by the suddenness of the miracle, we raised our eyes and looked
towards the east, when, lo! there appeared something like an immense pillar of fire, which
seemed to us, as it ascended upwards at that midnight, to illuminate the whole earth like
the summer sun at noon: and after that column penetrated the heavens darkness followed,
as if the sun had just set.

""And not only did we, together in the same place, observe with intense surprise the
brightness of this remarkable luminous pillar, but many other fishermen also, who were
engaged in fishing here and there in different deep pools along the same river, were
greatly terrified, as they afterwards related to us, by an appearance of the same kind.""



Source: William Reeves, ed. Life of Saint Columba, founder of Hy. Written by Adamn,
Ninth Abbott of that Monastery (Edinburgh: Edmonston & Douglas, 1874).

45, =¥
May 655, Katuragi Mountain near Nara, W. Japan
Dragon rider ©

A man who rides a Dragon is seen in the sky. The figure is said to look "like a Chinese
man." We have no other data about this curious description, so our first inclination is to

reject it. We mention it here in the hope to stimulate more research into ancient sources in
Asia.

Source: Takao Ikeda, Nihon nu ufo (Tokyo: Tairiki shobo, 1974). The author quotes
Fusouriyatuki, vol. 3 (Buddhist history).

664, Kent, England
Pillar of light, splendid globe

"In the dead of night there appeared from God a glittering pillar of light shining over the
hall of the king's [Ecgbert I, king of Kent] palace, which by its unwonted illumination
aroused many of the king's household; and they in their great astonishment uttering loud
cries, the king was awakened, and, ignorant of what had occurred, arose from his bed, and



set out to go to the hymns of matins while it was yet night. On leaving the house, he saw a
globe of extraordinary splendor burning with a white flame, the origin of which proceeded
from the aforesaid wonderful seat of light. [...]"

Source: Symeon of Durham, Opera et Collectanea, Vol. 1 (Durham: Andrews and Co.,
1868).

47.
6 September 670, Nara Prefecture, Western Japan
Flying umbrella @

A cloud like an umbrella appeared, accompanied with a strange sound, over the Nara
prefecture.

This does not provide enough information to understand the full circumstances of the
phenomenon. Although meteors have been known to emit sounds, they are not described
in terms of "clouds with the shape of an umbrella." Therefore the phenomenon has to
remain unidentified, at least until a detailed reference is provided in the course of future
research.

Source: Takao Ikeda, Nihon nu ufo (Tokyo: Tairiku shobo, 1974). The author quotes from
the Teiohennenki.




675, Berecingum Convent, near London, England
Circling light

A large light came down over praying nuns At Berecingum (Barking) convent, circled
their location, and flew up. The description suggests that the light came from a well-
defined object:

"For one night, after matins had been sung, and those handmaids of Christ had gone
out of their chapel to the tombs of the brothers who had departed this life before them, and
were singing the customary songs of praise to the Lord, on a sudden a light from heaven,
like a great sheet; came down upon them all, and struck them with such amazement, that,
in consternation, they even left off singing their hymn.

"But that resplendent light, in comparison wherewith the sun at noon-day might seem
dark, soon after, rising from that place, removed to the south side of the monastery, that is,
to the westward of the chapel, and having continued there some time, and rested upon =
those parts, in the sight of them all withdrew itself again to heaven, leaving no doubt in
the minds of all, but that the same light, which was to lead or to receive the souls of those
handmaids of Christ into Heaven, also showed the place in which their bodies were to rest
and await the day of the resurrection." We note that, although the "great sheet" of light
could have been caused by a meteor, the later behavior of the phenomenon (rising and
circling) seems to exclude this explanation.

Source: J. A. Giles, D.C.L., ed. The Venerable Bede's Ecclesiastical History of England,
Book IV, ch. VII (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1867).

0. B



21 November 684, Japan, location unknown
Seven drifting stars ©®

At dusk, seven stars are said to have "drifted together" to the north-east, after which they
sank below the horizon. The information is too sketchy to reach any conclusion regarding
the nature of the unusual "drifting stars."

Source: W. Raymond Drake, Gods and Spacemen in the Ancient East (New York: Signet,
1968), 106. The original source has not emerged.

50.
Circa May 698, Ireland, location unknown
Three flying shields

A passage extracted from a 17th century transcription of an older but undated manuscript
offers another example of the use of the term 'shield' in connection with a phenomenon in
the sky. As noted by researcher Yannis Deliyannis, "it is interesting and unusual in
medieval records. It is reminiscent of course of the 'clipei' of the authors of the Roman
period."

The text reads: "Three shields were seen in the heavens, as it were warring from the
east to the west, after the manner of undulating waves on a very calm night, being that of
the Ascension ofthe Lord. The first was snowy, the second fiery, the third bloody; which
prefigured, as is thought, three succeeding evils: for in the same year the herds of cows



throughout Ireland were nearly destroyed, and not only in Ireland, but also throughout the
whole of Europe."
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Fig. 6: Annals of Ireland

Source: Annals of Ireland, three fragments copied from ancient sources by Dubhaltach
Mac Firbisigh, trans. John O'Donovan (Dublin: Irish Archaeological and Celtic Society,
1860). The date would have been 40 days following that year's celebration of Easter.



51.
June 741, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey
Hovering crescents and fire

In the reign of Constantine, Copronymus, son of Leo, Emperor of Byzantium, three
columns of fire and flame appeared in the sky during the month of June. The same
phenomenon was also seen in the month of September: "There appeared a thing, also in
735 AD, like a half-moon, in the northern quadrant of the sky, and little by little, over a
rather long time, it passed to the southern quarter, and then returned to the north, and
finally descended under the Earth." (i.e., presumably dropped down below the horizon).

Source: Jean-Baptiste Chabot, Chronique de Michel le Syrien, patriarcheJacobite
d'Antioche 1166-1199 (Paris, 1899-1910).
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749, Ulster, Ireland

Aerial ships, seen along with their crews

The 15th century Annals of Ulster, which cover the period AD 431 to AD 1540, state that
"Ships, with their crews, were seen in the air above Cluain Moccu."

Source: The Annals of Ulster (Corpus of Electronic Texts Edition
www.ucc.ie/celt/published/T100001A/index.html)



http://www.ucc.ie/celt/published/T100001A/index.html

Circa 760, France: Abductions and aerial ships CD

During the reign of Pepin le Bref (715-768) many extraordinary phenomena are said
to have appeared in the French skies. The air was filled with human figures, ships with
sails and battling armies. Several individuals stated they had been abducted by aerial
beings.

A contemporary source has never been found and there is a strong suspicion that it
originated with the Comte De Gabalis (1670), by Abbe N. de Montfaucon de Villars.

Source: Jules Garinet, Histoire de la Magie en France (Paris, 1818).

776, Syburg Castle, Germany
Two flying objects stop a war

In 776 the Saxons rebelled against Charlemagne and attacked the castle of Syburg with
continued lack of success, finally deciding to storm the castle. They reportedly "saw the
likeness of two shields red with flame wheeling over the church. When the heathens
outside saw this miracle, they were at once thrown into confusion and started fleeing to
their camp in terror. Since all of them were panic-stricken, one man stampeded the next
and was killed in return, because those who looked back out of fear impaled themselves
on the lances carried on the shoulders of those who fled before them. Some dealt each =
other aimless blows and thus suffered divine retribution."



Source: Carolingian Chronicles: Royal Frankish Annals and Nithard's Histories, trans.
Bernhard Walter Scholz (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1970), 53, 55.

55,
811, Near Aachen on Via Aquisgrana, Germany
Great flaming globe

Emperor Charlemagne sees a great flaming globe descending from east to west and is
thrown from his horse. Although the horse may have been frightened by an especially
bright meteor, the situation suggests either that the object was close to the emperor's
party, or that the meteor was very spectacular indeed: "One day in his last campaign into
Saxony against Godfred, King of the Danes, Charles himself saw a ball of fire fall
suddenly from the heavens with a great light, just as he was leaving camp before sunrise
to set out on the march. It rushed across the clear sky from right to left, and everybody
was wondering what was the meaning of the sign, when the horse which he was riding
gave a sudden plunge, head foremost, and fell, and threw him to the ground so heavily that
his cloak buckle was broken and his sword belt shattered; and after his servants had
hastened to him and relieved him of his arms, he could not rise without their assistance.
He happened to have ajavelin in his hand when he was thrown, and this was struck from
his grasp with such force that it was found lying at a distance of twenty feet or more from
the spot."

Source: Einhard: The Life of Charlemagne, trans. Samuel Epes Turner (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1880).



56
813, Santiago de Compostela, Spain
Mysterious star CD

One night, a hermit named Pelayo heard music in a wood and saw a peculiar shining star
above Mount Libredon, a former Celtic sacred site. Because of this sighting the place was
called, in Latin, "Campus Stellae," field of the star, a name that was later turned into
Compostela.

A modern brochure adds: "Bishop Teodomiro, who received notice of that event,
instituted an investigation, and so the tomb of the Apostle was discovered. King Alphonse
IT declared Saint James the patron of his empire and had built a chapel at that place (...)
More and more pilgrims followed the way of Santiago, the 'Path of Saint James,' and the
original chapel soon became the cathedral of the new settlement, Santiago de
Compostela."

Source: Santiago, History and Legends
(http://www.red2QQQ.com/spain/santiago/history.html).

To the best of our knowledge, the story first appeared in the Concordia de Antealtares, a
text dated from 1077.

57.
814, China, exact location unknown
Stars emerge from an object

A luminous object rises, lights up the ground. Many small "stars" emerge from it.


http://www.red2QQQ.com/spain/santiago/history.html

Source: Biot, Catalogue des etoiles filantes en Chine (1846), op. cit.

Circa 815, Lyons, France
Saint Agobard and the abductees from Magonia

Saint Agobard was born about 769 in Languedoc, came to Lyons at age 20, was ordained
in 804 and succeeded Archbishop Leidrade when the latter retired in 814.

Archbishop Agobard was an enlightened, intelligent man who took an active role in
the political debates of his time: he became involved on Lothaire's side in his fight against
his father and even wrote a book supporting him. This cost him his position when Louis
the Pious came to power, but he was reinstated two years later, in 837. He died in 840.

A serious philosopher and early-day "rationalist," Agobard left no less than 22 books,
including several treatises against superstitions and heretical beliefs, along with political
pamphlets and volumes of poetry. The anonymous French translator of his work (actually
Antoine Pericaud, Sr.) entitled De Grandine et Tonitruis or "About Hail and Thunder"
notes in his introduction:

"All of his writings, whose style is consistently correct and often elegant, deserve the
honor of being translated, for they make known to us the mores and customs of the first
half of the ninth century, better than those of any other writer of the time. In particular one
must acknowledge that he fought the prejudices and superstitions of his time more
strongly and with a higher sense of reason than anyone else. It is against one of these
prejudices that he compiled "About Hail and Thunder".



The book was first partially translated from the Latin as a piece published in
L 'Annuaire de Lyon for 1837. The translation was then revised and reprinted as an essay,
with very limited distribution, in 1841 (Lyon: Imprimerie de Dumoulin, Ronet et Sibuet,
Quai St. Antoine). It is this volume we have studied in the Lyons municipal library.

The main purpose of De Grandine et Tonitruis is to debunk popular misconceptions
about the weather. In particular, the Archbishop of Lyons fought against the idea that
winds and storms were due to the influence of sorcerers (appropriately named
"tempestari" by the vulgar people): his main argument is that "Whoever takes away from
God His admirable and terrible works, and attributes them to Man, is a false witness
against God Himself." It is in this context that he raises his voice against those who are
insane enough to believe that there could be ships ("naves") flying through the clouds:
"Plerosque autem vidimus et audivimus tanta dementia obrutos, tanta stultitia alienates,
ut credant et dicant: quandam esse regionem, quae dicatur MAGONIA, ex qua naves
veniant in nubibus..." which our translator renders as follows:

" We have seen and heard many people crazy enough and insane enough to believe
and to state that there exists a certain region called MAGONIA, out of which ships come
out and sail upon the clouds; these ships (are said to) transport to that same region the
products of the earth that have fallen because of the hail and have been destroyed by the
storm, after the value of the wheat and other products of the earth has been paid to the

"Tempestaires' by the aerial navigators who have received them"

Saint Agobard continues: "We have even seen several of these crazy individuals who,
believing in the reality of such absurd things, exhibited before an assembled crowd four
people in chains, three men and one woman, said to have [fallen] down from one of these
ships. They had been holding them bound for a few days when they brought them before
me, followed by the multitude, in order to lapidate them. After a long argument, truth
having prevailed at last, those who had shown them to the people found themselves, as a

prophet says, in the same state of confusion as a robber who has been caught." (Jerem.
2:26)



What distinguishes this episode from many folklore tales of ships sailing in the sky is
the availability of a precise reference, the authority of a known and respected historical
figure who has written extensively on many other subjects, and the fact that the
Archbishop, while he testified to the authenticity of a first-hand report, remained a skeptft:
about the reality of the objects themselves.

Since we do not have access to the statements made on the other side of the argument,
we will never know what the "cloudships" looked like, or why the witnesses thought that
the three men and one woman had in fact come from these ships and should be stoned to
death. Naturally the mere fact of alighting from a "cloudship" may have been proof of
sorcery. In one of his books French physicist Arago states that until the time of
Charlemagne it was a common custom to erect long poles in the fields to protect them
from the hail and the thunderstorms. These poles were not lightning rods, as one might
suppose, but magical devices which were only effective when they held aloft certain
parchments. In his Capitularies, published in 789, Emperor Charlemagne forbade this
"superstitious" practice. His statement teaches us that interaction between us and the ships
that sail through the clouds is not a new phenomenon. It also indicates that the vision of
these "ships" was linked, in the popular mind, to atmospheric disturbances and to the
stealing of fruits, plants and animals by beings from the sky.

The reference to animals comes from a passage in a book by J. J. Ampere (in Histoire
Litteraire de la France): "it was believed that certain men, called Tempestaires,' raised
storms in order to sell the fruits hit by hail and the animals who had died as a result of
storms and floods to mysterious buyers who came by way of the air."

Most importantly, Agobard's book shows that as early as the ninth century there was
a belief in a separate region from whence these vessels sailed, and about the possibility for
men and women to travel with them. We must be thankful to him for saving the lives of
these four poor people, an episode that shows that the skeptics, in this field, can do some
good after all.



59.

817, China, exact location unknown: Slow flying globe

A globe appeared at the zenith, followed by a tail. It flew slowly West under the moon,
while witnesses heard something like the sound of birds. We include the case because of
the slow motion noted in the report. It is rare, yet not impossible, to hear a sound in
connection with a meteor, but they do not fly "slowly." !

Source: Abel Remusat, "Bolides en Chine," Journal de Physique (1819): 358.

60.
827, Barcelona, Spain: Terrible lights ®

Eginard writes that "terrible things in the sky" were observed during the night while Pepin
[ was at war in Spain. The objects emitted lights, pale or red in color. Here again, the
interpretation is difficult: meteors are not "pale and red."

Source: Michel Bougard, Inforespace 22 (August 1975) :36, citing the Vita Hludowici Pii
by Astronomus (835 AD).

61. *



840, China, exact location unknown
Two "sacred lamps'" astound the crowd

"Early that night, we saw a sacred lamp on top of the ridge, on the other side of a valley
East of the terrace. Our whole group saw it and admired it. The light was about the size of
a begging bowl at first, but it expanded to the size of a small house. Deeply moved, the
crowd sang with full voice the name of His Holiness. Then another lamp appeared, near
the valley. That one, too, only was the size of a rain straw hat at first, and then it grew
gradually. The two lights, when seen from afar, seemed about 100 steps apart. They were
shining ardently. At midnight they died, becoming invisible."

Source: Ennin, Journal d'un voyageur en Chine au [Xieme siecle, trans. Roger Levy
(Paris: Albin Michel, 1961), 206.

62.
November 879, China, exact location unknown
Two suns fighting

Two "suns" fought energetically in the sky. On another day of the same month, two Suns
fought, and then merged together. Note that a similar phenomenon is described in Japan in
case 69 below.

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 47.




Circa 25 April 880, Montserrat-Santa Cova, Spain
Magical light

Towards the end of April in the year 880 seven young children from Monistrol in
Barcelona saw a strange light descend from the sky and head towards a small grotto on the
mountain of Montserrat, accompanied by a soft melody. A week later a group of priests
headed by the Bishop of Manresa returned to the spot, and saw it again.

On four Saturdays in a row the light reappeared in the sky and dropped towards the
mountain grotto. In the end seven men were sent to the place the light seemed to indicate,
which was in an area called Santa Cova. When they entered the cave they discovered an «
image of a black virgin, surrounded by a magical light and giving off a pleasant aroma.
The locals tried to carry the sculpture to Manresa but, according to their story, the further
they moved it, the heavier it became. It grew so heavy that they had to leave it in the
middle of the fields, where they decided to erect a hermitage in the name of St. Mary. The
hermitage is still there today.

Source: Josep Guijarro, Gufa de la Cataluna Magica (Barcelona: Ediciones Martinez
Roca, 1999), 42-43.

64. °
3 September 881, Japan, exact location unknown
Stellar maneuvers

Two stars appeared in the sky, and went through strange movements as if merging and
separating. This is the same pattern as in case 67, reported in China.



Source: Nihon-Tenmonshiriyou, by Morihiro Saito. We have looked in vain for an exact
reference. Perhaps one of our Japanese readers can research this case further?

65.

March 900, China, exact location unknown
Two huge flying objects with complex shapes CD

The New Book of the Tang records that during the year of Guang Hua, "a fat star, as large
as 500 meters square, yellow in color, flew towards the southwest. It had a pointed head
and the rear was cylindrical..."

The same book records another "star-like object" that was five times bigger than the
above one and flew in a north-westerly direction. When it descended to a point some thirty
meters from the ground the witnesses could see its upper part emit red-orange flames. "It
moved like a snake, accompanied by numerous small stars that disappeared suddenly."

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 31.

905, China, location unknown
A globe and stars hover in the sky

A large fiery globe appeared at the zenith and flew towards the northwest. It stopped 100
feet away as many tiny stars moved above it. It left a greenish vapor.



Source: Abel Remusat, "Bolides en Chine" Journal de Physique (1819), 358.

67.
919, Hungary: Bright spheres in the sky

People saw bright spherical objects shining like stars, along with a bright torch, moving to
and fro in the sky.

Source: Antonio Ribera, Elgran enigma de los platillos volantes (Barcelona: Editorial
Plaza & Janes, 1974).

68.
12 May 922, Bulgaria: The Jinni in the red clouds

In July 921 the ambassador Susan ar-Rassi headed a mission that left Baghdad for Vulga«
Bulgaria with the aim of seeking support from King Almush to form a military alliance
against Khazar Kaganate. On 12 May 922, the first night they spent in Almush's country,
a strange phenomenon was seen in the sky. The secretary of the mission, Ahmad ibn-
Fadlan described the sighting thus:

"I saw that before the final disappearance of sunlight, at the usual hour of prayer, the
sky horizon reddened considerably. And I heard in the air loud sounds and a strong
hubbub. Then I lifted up my head and lo! A cloud [ was seen J not far from me, red like fire,
and this hubbub and these sounds came from it. And lo! [there were] seen in it something
like men and horses, and in the hands of some figures inside it, similar to men, [there



were] bows, arrows, spears, and naked swords. And they seemed to me sometimes
absolutely clear, sometimes just apparent. And lo! [there appeared] near them another
similar armed group, a black one, in which I also saw men, horses and weaponry. And this
detachment began to attack the other one, as a cavalry troop attacks another cavalry
troop."

The phenomenon lasted for some time. Ibn-Fadlan writes that the men asked the king
what it may have meant. The king replied that his forefathers, who were accustomed to
seeing such things, believed the riders were "Jinni" (Jinns). Ambassador ar-Rassi also
gave his version of the event. His account coincided with that of the secretary, except in
that he noticed two red clouds rather than one. He also noted that the sighting began an
hour before sunset and ended at around 1:00 A.M.

Source: A. Kovalevskiy, The book by Ahmad ibn-Fadlan about his voyage to the Volga in
the years 921-922. Papers, Translations, and Comments (Kharkov, 1956).

69.
March 927, Reims, France: Armies of fire

"An army of fire was seen in the sky in Reims on a Sunday morning in the month of
March. After this sign a pestilence followed." This citation from Flodoard is an example
of a frequent description for which we have no precise correlation in terms of optical or
atmospheric phenomena.



Source: Flodoardi Annates, in Monumenta Germaniae Historiae, trans. G. H. Pertz, Tome
IIT (Hanover, 1839).

70.

944, Trans-Rhenan Germany: Iron Globes chased away

"In some districts, burning iron globes were seen in the air, some of which, while flying,
burnt some farms and houses. But in some places they were repelled by opposing them
with crucifixes, episcopal blessing and holy water."

Source: Flodoardi Annates, in Monumenta Germaniae Historiae, trans. G. H. Pertz, Tome
IIT (Hanover, 1839).

71,
9 September 967, Japan, exact location unknown
Triangular formation

Numerous objects in triangular formation flying under the rain clouds, trajectory east-
west. This description, if it is reliable, excludes the meteoric interpretation.

Source: Brothers 111, 1, 1964. No original source given.



72.
989, Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey
Erratic "comet"

"The star appeared in the west after sunset; it rose in the evening and had no fixed place in
the sky. It spread bright rays, visible from a great distance, and kept moving, appearing
further north or further south, and once when it rose changed its place in the sky, making
sudden and fast movements. The people who saw the comet (sic) were stunned, in awe,
and believe that such strange movements are an evil omen. And just as people expected,
something happened: in the evening of the day when they usually celebrated the memory
of Velikomuchenik (a martyr of early Christianity), a tremendous earthquake brought
down the towers of Byzantium..."

It seems to us today that an object that "changes its place in the sky, making sudden

and fast movements," cannot be a comet if the description is accurate. However Gary
Kronk's Cometography indicates that Halley's Comet was visible in the night sky during

July and August of 989, based on Chinese accounts, so some confusion is possible.

Source: Istoria ("History"), a 10th century manuscript by Byzantian writer Lev Diakon.
Quoted from a modern Russian edition: Lev Diakon, Istoria, trans. M. Kopylenko
(Moscow: G. Litavrin, 1988), 91.

73.
3 August 989, Japan, exact location unknown
Three bright objects meet in the sky




"The three objects became bright, in extraordinary fashion, and met at the same point of
their trajectory."”

Source: Christian Piens, Les Ovni du passe (Paris: Marabout, 1977), 41.
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Circa 998, Budapest, Hungary
King Stephen's aerial trips

King Stephen (Istvan), who lived from 975 to 1038, and was crowned King of Hungary i$
997, was said to be lifted to the sky with some frequency. His biographer, Chartruiz,
Bishop of Hungary, revealed that this sometimes happened spiritually and at other times
physically.

On one occasion, as detailed in Chartruis' Life of St. Stephen, King of Hungary.
"While praying in his tent, he was lifted into the air by the hands of angels."

Source: Ebenezer Cobham Brewer, A4 Dictionary of Miracles (London: Chatto & Windus,
1901), 217.

75, B
Circa 999, Abbey of Saint-Leger, Cote d'Or, France
Bedroom visitation



Rodulphus Glaber, a monk and chronicler, writes "Not so long ago such (visions)
happened to me, by the favor of God. At the time [ was staying in the monastery of the
martyr Saint-Leger, also named Abbaye de Champeaux. 1 saw one night, before Matines, a
hideous little monster of vaguely human form appear at the foot of my bed. It seemed to
be, as much as I could discern, of medium size with a frail neck, a thin face, very black
eyes, a wrinkled and narrow forehead, a goatee, straight and pointed ears, straight and
dirty hair, dog teeth, a sharp occiput, its breast swollen, a bump on the back, hanging
buttocks and dirty clothes, with its whole body appearing to shake.

"He grabbed the edge of the bed in which I was lying and shook it with terrible
violence and said: 'You will not stay here any longer.' And at once I woke up terrified,
and suddenly I saw the figure Ijust described. It was gnashing its teeth while repeating the
same thing: 'You will not stay here any longer.' I got up from bed at once and ran to the
monastery, where I kneeled in front of the altar of the very Holy Father Benedict,
extremely terrified. And I began to recall the offenses and serious sins I had committed by
being impudent or negligent."

Source: Rudolphi Glabri, Historiarum Libri Quinque ab anno incarnationis DCCC usque
ad annum MXLIV, book V, chapter I, paragraph 2.

According to Ernest Petit ("Raoul Glaber," in Revue Historigue, XLVIII, 1892) Glaber
stayed in Saint-Leger between 997 and 1005 AD. This is the first of his visions. The five
books of his Historiae contain other such experiences as well as many anecdotic accounts
of superstitions around the year 1000.



Epilogue to Part I-A o6

What can we say about the above sightings? They range in credibility and significance
from curious events where a natural explanation is improbable (but not entirely
impossible, if some of the elements of the observation were reported mistakenly) to
extraordinary stories that have evoked paranormal, or even mystical interpretations among
the people of the time. All of them made enough of an impact for a record to have been
kept by the witnesses and later chroniclers. The very fact that they have come down to us
through so much troubled history is quite remarkable.

These reports do not constitute "evidence" for physical visitation by non-human
creatures. All we can say is that they are consistent with modern descriptions of
unidentified phenomena and the secondary effects surrounding them. In fact, we could
have stopped our work at the year 1000 and we would have presented a fair cross-section
of phenomena gathered by modern authors under the label of ufology, including 7
abductions and hard traces. These ancient records show how powerful the concept of such
intervention into human affairs can be: most of our religious texts today can be traced to
such events, and to the philosophical movements they triggered.

About the year 1000 many things changed on our planet. Large towns became real
cities; in Europe, the feudal system stabilized society. Stone castles and monasteries
would become genuine centers of learning while commerce expanded, bringing faraway
lands in more frequent contact with Europe. Even the Crusades, the source of so much
pillage and bloodshed, would soon play a role in creating an infrastructure for the
exchange of knowledge, the rudiments of international banking and the management of



complex projects. The nature of the reports will be even more intriguing and detailed in
the following sections.



PART I-B
Chronology: 1000 to 1500 AD

The Second Millennium opened with intense religious fervor: the world was in terrible
fear of cosmic upheaval, the Last Judgment and the end of the world, but a new spirit of
exploration also appeared: Viking Leif Ericson (c. 980-1020), the son of Eric the Red,
discovered America while Christianity reached Iceland and Greenland. The Chinese
perfected their invention of gunpowder. Normans extended their influence to England
after the battle of Hastings (1066). Conflict between different faiths intensified, leading in
1096 to the first of eight murderous Crusades that would force the blending of two great
civilizations and help introduce new philosophical ideas, including Hermeticism, into
European kingdoms barely emerging from the Dark Ages.

The rudiments of science arrived in Europe from the Middle East, with primitive
astronomical instruments, early tables of star positions, and knowledge of Greek medicine
and philosophy transmitted by Arabic scholars. The first cathedrals were built, the gothic
style appeared at Saint-Germain-des-Pres in Paris, and the first account of the use of a
mariner's compass was noted (in 1125). During the eleventh and twelfth centuries, a new
invention started its slow spread into Western Europe from Spain, with the adoption of
paper as a replacement for parchment. Far less expensive, paper greatly accelerated the
spread of knowledge. The twelfth century would also see the founding of Cambridge
University in England, the compilation of the Edda mythologies in Scandinavia, and the



teachings of Albertus Magnus. Early in the thirteenth century Fibonacci introduced Arabic
numerals into Europe, and the great University movements expanded in all countries, from
Brussels and Salisbury to Salamanca, Siena, Toulouse and Vicenza, supported by great
scholars like Roger Bacon (1214-1294). Libraries appeared everywhere, preserving
ancient knowledge and contemporary chronicles.

Travelers became increasingly ambitious, encouraged by Marco Polo's voyage to
China from 1271 to 1295. Knowledge about the world began circulating more widely,
while the Crusades ended (in 1291) with the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem settling in «
Cyprus. Things took a disastrous turn in the mid-fourteenth century when the Black Death
devastated Europe, killing a third of the population of England (1347). Early in the
fifteenth century the Chinese compiled the first Encyclopedia (in 22,937 volumes!), a civil
war began in France, Joan of Arc led the French armies against England, and Portuguese
navigators found the first Negroes near Cap Blanc in western Africa, starting the slave
trade again.

Everything suddenly accelerated in the last years of the fifteenth century: Leonardo
da Vinci made his famed scientific discoveries, Copernicus studied at Cracow, the first
terrestrial globe was constructed in Nuremberg, Johan Gutenberg used metal plates for
printing and the king and queen of Spain, against the advice of their committee of experts,
financed the voyage of an Italian navigator named Christopher Columbus. The world had
changed.



76.
25 April 1001, Foggia, Italy
Strange flashes and a luminous lady

The count of Aviemore, tired after a day of hunting, decided to spend the night in a rustic
hut. In the middle of the night he was awakened by servants and friends frightened by
strange flashes, who urged the hunters to flee with them, fearing a forest fire. He decided
not to run away with his companions but to cautiously study the strange phenomenon.
Heading for the place where the flashes came from, the Count realized that there was no
fire or burning trees, but a strange light. Among the flashes he saw a beautiful lady, whom
he took to be the Virgin Mary.

A farmer named Nicholas, nicknamed Strazzacappa, who was going to work, saw the
vision as well and reportedly heard a request from the apparition for a place of worship to
be erected there. The case received publicity and a small chapel built at the spot became a
center of pilgrimage. After a few years the Verginiani, led by William of Vercelli, settled
there. When they merged with the Cistercians, the now famous monastery passed to the
care of these monks. The church was elevated to the dignity of basilica by Pope Paul VI »
on 31 May 1978.

Source: Marino Gamba, Apparizioni mariane nel corso di due millenni (Udine: Ediz. II
Segno, 1999).
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i1.
Circa 1010, Ostium, Italy
Five-year old child abducted

Peter Damian, Cardinal-Bishop of the Italian city of Ostium (1007-1072), recorded what
would be regarded today as a typical abduction involving the five-year-old son of a
nobleman: "One night he was carried out of the monastery into a locked mill, where he
was found in the morning. And when he was questioned, he said that he had been carried
by strangers to a great feast and bidden to eat; and afterwards he was put into the mill
through the roof."

What we see here is an early instance of a thread that will become increasingly
important as the chronology develops, focusing on alleged interaction between human
witnesses and creatures of another order. While a simplistic Christian interpretation

classifies them as "demons," more sophisticated scholars recognized they did not fit easily
within the biblical definitions of good and evil. In the Moslem world they would be
recognized as the Djinni. In the later medieval world they will become the Fairies, the
elves, the Elementals of the Alchemical tradition, the "Good Neighbors" of the Celtic
world. The parallels are obvious between the beliefs in such beings and contemporary
abduction stories made popular by television.

"Great feasts" are a staple of fairy folklore. Abductees were usually "bidden to eat"
when the fairies whisked them off to their hidden palaces, just as people often claim to be
given pills or liquids to swallow in today's accounts. Even being pulled, pushed or

dragged through the roof has its parallel in modern UFO lore.



Source: Malleus Maleficarum, written in 1486 by Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger,
translated with an introduction, bibliography and notes by Montague Summers (London:
Bracken Books, 1996), 105. The works of S. Peter Damian, which have been more than
once collected, may be found in Migne, Patres Latini, CXLIV-CXLV.

78.
7 July 1015, Kyoto, Western Japan
Objects emerge from ‘mother stars'

The Director General of Saemonfu [the Royal Guard] said that he had witnessed two stars
meeting at night. " The circumstances were as follows: Both stars flew slowly towards
each other and the moment they were 10 meters or so from each other, there came little
stars rushing out of each big star, coming towards the other big star, and soon returned to
their respective mother star, then the two mother stars flew away swiftly. After this
meeting, clouds appeared and covered the sky. I hear that people in ancient times also
witnessed such a phenomenon, but recently it was so rare that I was impressed not a
little."

Source: Masaru Mori, "The Female Alien in a Hollow Vessel," Fortean Times, 48 (1987):
48; Inforespace 23:35.

79.
Autumn 1023, France: A ballet of stars



"There were seen in the southern part of the sky in the Sign of the Lion, two stars that
fought each other all Autumn; the largest and most luminous of the two came from the
east, the smallest one from the west, the small one rushed furiously and fearfully at the
biggest one which didn't allow the speck to approach, but he struck her with his mane of
light, repulsing her far towards the east."

Source: Ademar de Chabannes, Chronicon, book 3, ch. 62, in J. Chavanon, Ademarde
Chabannes, Chronique (Paris: A. Picard, 1897).

1036, Taichang, China
Bedroom visitation, abduction

A cloud carrying a female from the sky is said to have come down to the bedroom of
Wang's daughter and flown away with her. Chinese writer Sheng Gua reports: "Under the
reign of Jinyou (1034-1038) a scholar from Taichang named Wang Lun saw (goddess)
Zigu flying down into his daughter's bedroom. This goddess knew how to write and was
very pretty. A cloud floated under her feet, and she moved fast without effort. Zigu asked
Wang Lun's daughter: 'Do you want to travel with me?' She agreed with a sign of her
head. At once, clouds formed in the courtyard and the girl was lifted, but the clouds could
not carry her. Zigu said at once: 'There is dust on your shoes, take them off before coming
up.' The girl did as she was told and she rose in the clouds that lifted her to the sky."



Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 27.

81.
1045, England: A "witch" gets abducted

"When Henrie the third of that name was Emperour of Rome, in England a certain
southsaying Witch was caried away by the Divel, whyche being drawen after him uppon
his horsse with a horrible crye, he caryed away up into the ayre, the cry of whiche old
woman was heard for certaine houres almost foure miles in that Countrey."

This constitutes only one of hundreds of similar stories about witches carried away by
paranormal means or by non-human beings, usually thought to be demonic.

Source: Lycosthenes, Prodigiorum ac Ostentorum Chronicon (Basel, 1557). Translation
from the Latin by Stephen Batman, The Doome, warning ali men to judgment... (London,
1581).

82.
Ca. 1050, Vinland (Newfoundland): Woman in black



The Greenlanders Saga includes a report about a woman named Gudrid who was sitting
near the doorway beside the cradle of her son Snorri when "a shadow fell across the door
and a woman entered dressed in a black close-fitting dress. She was rather short, wore a
band round her head and had light-brown hair; she was pale and had such large eyes that
their equal had never been seen in a human head."

The entity walked over to where Gudrid was sitting and said: "What is your name?"

"My name is Gudrid, but what is your name?"

"My name is Gudrid," she replied.

"Then Gudrid the housewife held out her hand, that she should sit by her. But it
happened at the same moment, that Gudrid heard a great crack, and was then the woman
lost to sight, and at the same time one Skraling was killed by a house carle of Karlsefne's,
because he would have taken their weapons. And went they now away as usual, and their
clothes lay there behind, and their wares; no man had seen this woman, but Gudrid alone."

This episode, an early instance of the meme of a "Woman-in-black," took place in the
days of Thorfinn Karlsefni, the son of Thord Horsehead, the son of Snorri Thordason of
Hofdi. Karlsefni was a companion of Leif Eirikson at Brattahlid. The two authors have =
disagreed about this case, since it could be considered a ghost story rather than a UFO
case, but numerous modern claims of alien visitation fall in the same category and follow
the identical model.

Source: Helge Ingstad, Westward to Vinland (London: Jonathan Cape, 1969).




14 April 1054, Rome, Italy
A bright circle in the midday sky

In their paper "Do We Need to Redate the Birth of the Crab Nebula?" astronomers
Guidoboni, Marmo, and Polcaro quote from the Tractatus de Ecclesia S. Petri
Aldeburgensi, written by a monk or a clerk of the church of St. Peter in the town of
Oudenburg, in present-day Belgium, regarding aerial phenomena observed at the time of
the death of Pope Leo IX. They argue that the event described was a supernova, which is
possible but unlikely.

"The most blessed Pope Leo, after the beginning of the construction of the
aforementioned church of St. Peter, in the following year, on the 18th day before the first

of May (i.e., 14+ April 1054), a Monday, around midday, happily departed this world.
And at the same time and hour as his leaving of the flesh, not only in Rome, where his
body lies, but also all over the world appeared to men a circle in the sky of extraordinary
brightness which lasted for about half an hour. Perhaps the Lord wished to say that he [the
Pope] was worthy to receive a crown in Heaven between those who love Him."

The supernova that gave rise to the Crab Nebula was first seen by Chinese
astronomers who noted a "guest star" in the constellation Taurus on July 4, 1054, fully
three months after the Rome sighting. Simon Mitton lists 5 independent preserved Far-
East records of this event (one of 75 authentic guest stars - novae and supernovae,
excluding comets - systematically recorded by Chinese astronomers between 532 BC and
1064 AD). This star became about 4 times brighter than Venus in its brightest light, or
about magnitude -6, and was visible in daylight for 23 days. It was probably also recorded
by Anasazi Indian artists (in present-day Arizona and New Mexico), as findings in
Navaho Canyon and White Mesa as well as in the Chaco Canyon National Park (New =
Mexico) indicate.



The astronomers note that the English translation of the Latin terms "circulus" and
"corona" is not perfect, because they do not convey the original sense of "disc" that the
Flemish writer expressed in his text. "The fact that corona was conceived as a bright disk
(or shield) makes us understand that also circulus in this context must mean the same
object. In conclusion, the Flemish chronicler saw a bright disk in the sky, and not a halo.
Furthermore, we can observe that in this document, the author describes the phenomenon
in neutral terms, unaffected by any set of beliefs: the disk-like shape, the intense
brightness and the duration of the phenomenon are all elements common to very different
cultures. The author separates the description of the phenomenon from his cautious
symbolic interpretation, showing a clear awareness of the different levels of discourse."
Note that the text of the Tractatus does not give the correct date for the Pope's death,
which was 19 April 1054.

Source: E. Guibodoni, C. Marmo and V.F. Polcaro, "Do we Need to Redate the Birth of
the Carb Nebula?" Memorie della Societa Astronomica Italiana 65 (1994): 624.

Circa 1059, Fanliang, China
The bright pearl in the lake

Sheng Gua, a Chinese scholar of the Song Dynasty, recorded an interesting sighting in
Chapter 369 of his Stories on the Bank of a Stream of Dreams:

"In the middle of the reign of emperor Jia You [1056-1063], at Yangzhou, in the
Jiangsu province, an enormous pearl was seen especially in gloomy weather. At first it
appeared in the marsh of the Tianchang district, passed by the lake of Bishe and
disappeared finally in the Xinkai lake. The inhabitants of that region and travelers saw it



frequently over a period of ten years. I have a friend who lives on the edge of the lake.
One evening, he looked through the window and saw the luminous pearl near his house.
He half-opened his door and the light entered, illuminating the room with its brightness.
The pearl was round, with a gold-colored ring around it. Suddenly, it enlarged 7
considerably and became bigger than a table. In its centre, the luminary was white and
silvery, and the intensity was such that it could not be looked at straight on."

The light it emitted even reached trees that were some 5 kilometers away and as a
result these cast their shadow on the ground; the faraway sky was all alight. Finally, the
round luminous object began to move at a breathtaking speed and landed on the water
between the waves, like a rising sun.

As the pearl often made its appearance in the town of Fanliang in Yangzhou, the
inhabitants, who had seen it frequently, built a wayside pavilion and named it "The Pearl
Pavilion." Inquisitive people often came from afar by boat, waiting for a chance to see the
unpredictable pearl.

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 26. The case is also mentioned by
Paul Dong in China's Major Mysteries: Paranormal Phenomena and the Unexplained in
the People's Republic of China (China Books, 2000), 69-71. Dong quotes from an article
in Peking's Guang Ming Daily of February 18th 1979, "Could It Be That a Visitor from
Outer Space Visited China Long Long Ago?" written by Professor Zhang Longqiao of the
Chinese department of Peking Teachers College. The actual account comes from the book
"Meng Qi Bi Tan" ("Essays of the Meng Hall") by Shen Kua of the Song Dynasty
(960-1127).




1067, Northumbria, England
Fiery sign revolves, moves up and down

"In this year, truly, several people saw a sign; in appearance it was fire: it flamed and
burned fiercely in the air; it came near to the earth, and for a little time quite illuminated
it; afterwards it revolved and ascended up on high, then descended into the bottom of the
sea; in several places it burned woods and plains. No man knew with certainty what this
divined, nor what this sign signified. In the country of the Northumbrians this fire showed
itself; and in two seasons of one year were these demonstrations."

The original account, in Gaimar's History of the English (in Chronicles and
Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages. London: Her Majesty's™
Stationery Office, 1889, Kraus reprint, 1966) runs thus:

Many folks saw a sign

In likeness of fire it was,

In the air it greatly flamed and burned:
Towards the earth it approached,

For a little it quite lighted up.

Then it revolved above,

Then fell into the deep sea.

In many places it burnt woods and plains.

Source: C. E. Britton, A Meteorological Chronology to A.D. 1450 (London: H.M.S.O.,
1937), 44. Britton comments: "Anglo-Saxon Chronicle gives the date of the return from
Normandy as December 6 but does not mention the auroral appearances." Also mentioned
by Geoffrey Gaimar in L Estoire des Engles solum la Translacion Maistre Geffri Gaimar,

a 12th century manuscript.



86.
December 1071, Zhengjiang, China
Light rising from the river

Scholar Su Dongpo saw a big light emerge from the Yangtse River, scaring away the
mountain birds.

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 26.

87.
July 1085, Estella, Navarra, Spain: A great star, and the Holy Virgin

Estella, in Navarra, is another place named after an unusual aerial sighting. The Virgin
and a great star are said to have appeared to a group of shepherds on the mountain. The

consequent worship of the area brought in pilgrims by the hundreds and King Sancho
Ramirez built a sanctuary there. A sign on its capilla reads:

Esta es la estrella This is the star
Que bajd del Cielo That came down from the Sky
a Estella to Estella

Para reparo de ella. To observe it.



Source: Javier Sierra and Jesus Callejo, La Espana Extraha (Madrid: Editorial EDAF,
1997), 131-2.

1092, Drutsk and Polotsk, Ukraine
First reference to the Devil's Hunt

A common theme in ancient folklore refers to mysterious sounds in the sky reminding
terrified people of the passage of dozens of men on horseback riding at full speed, with
their dogs and servants, leaving enormous destruction behind. In this particular account
the phenomenon first appeared in Drutsk, as a great sign "like a very large circle in the
middle of the sky." That summer the weather was very dry, with numerous forest fires and
many deaths. In Polotsk people heard great noises in the night, seemingly of devils 77
galloping along the streets. Later they manifested during the day on horseback, but the
only visible part was the hooves of their horses.

Another version of the text (Radziwill's) suggests that "the people of Polotsk are
devoured by the dead," showing ambiguity between the deceased and demons. It is related
in the Povest' vremennykh let, usually referred as the Nestor's Chronicle or Chronicle of
Bygone Years. The following text was extracted by Yannis Deliyannis from the
Laurentian codex (i<*BPCHTI-CBCKHH  cnHCOK) Which includes the oldest version of the
Povest' vremmenykh let. Apart from the manifestation of demons in the streets of Polotsk,
the reference to the appearance of a 'great circle' in the sky is of particular interest.



Fig. 7: An illumination from the Radziwill Chronicle.

The text reads: "Year 6600 (note: since the creation of the world in 5500 BC) This year
there was a very peculiar prodigy in Polotsk. At night, a great noise was heard in the
street: demons ran like men and if someone went out of his house, he was hurt right away
by an invisible demon with a deadly wound. No one dared to leave his house. Then the
demons manifested themselves on horses in plain day: they could not be seen themselves
but only the hooves of their horses. They also hurt people in Polotsk and in the
neighbourhood. So it was said: "There are ghosts killing citizens in Polotsk". These
apparitions began in Droutchesk. Around this time a sign appeared in the heavens. A great
circle was seen in the middle of the sky."

Source: Claude Lecouteux, Chasses fantastiques et cohortes de la nuit au Moyen Age
(Paris: Imago, 1999), 31-32, quoting La Chronique des Temps Passes. See also, in



HOAHOE COBPAHME PYCCKHX
Aenmnrpae Mapareascrso Axagemun CCCP, 1926-1928.

89

July 1096, Japan, exact location unknown
A necklace of ten lights in the sky CD

Ten flying objects combined to form a necklace in the sky in the northwest. In the absence
of an original quote, it is impossible to analyze this event further.

Source: Takao Tkeda, Nikon nu ufo (Tokyo: Tairiku shobo, 1974). s

Circa 15 September 1098, Antioch, Turkey
Scintillating globe

In the Historia Francorum qui Ceperint Jerusalem of Raymond d'Aguiliers, Count of
Toulouse, we read that during the First Crusade: "very many things were revealed to us
through our brethren; and we beheld a marvelous sign in the sky. For during the night
there stood over the city a very large star, which, after a short time, divided into three parts
and fell in the camp of the Turks."

Alfred of Aachen writes: "In the silence of the night, when benevolent sleep restores
men's strength, all Christians on guard duty were struck by a marvelous sight in the sky. It
seemed that all the stars were concentrated in a dense group, in a space the size of about



three arpents, fiery and bright as coals in a furnace, and gathered as a globe, scintillating.
And after burning for a long time, they thinned out and formed the likeness of a crown,
exactly above the city; and after remaining for a long time gathered in a circle without
separating, they broke the chain at a point on that circle, and all followed the same path."

Source: August C. Krey, The First Crusade: The Accounts of Eyewitnesses and
Participants (Princeton, 1921); Albert d'Aix, Aiberti Aquensis Historia Hierosolymitana

in Recueil des Historiens des Croisades. Historiens Occidentaux. RHC. OCCO Tome 1V,
265-715. Translation by Yannis Deliyannis.

91.
Circa 1100, Germany
Prodigies herald the coming Crusade

"The signs in the sun and the wonders which appeared, both in the air and on the earth,
aroused many who had previously been indifferent...A few years ago a priest of
honorable reputation, by the name of Suigger, about the ninth hour of the day beheld two
knights, who met one another in the air and fought long, until one, who carried a great
cross with which he struck the other, finally overcame his enemy...Some who were
watching horses in the fields reported that they had seen the image of a city in the air and
had observed how various troops from different directions, both on horseback and on foot,
were hastening thither.

"Many, moreover, displayed, either on their clothing, or upon their forehead, or ”
elsewhere on their body, the sign of the cross, which had been divinely imprinted, and
they believed themselves on this account to have been destined to the service of God."



Source: Ekkehard of Aurach. On the Opening of the First Crusade (1101).

92.
11 February 1110, Pechorsky Monastery, Russia
A fiery pillar

There was an omen in the Pechorsky monastery: "On February 11th there appeared a fiery
pillar that reached from the ground to the sky, and lightning lit all earth, and thunder
rattled at the first hour of night, and everyone saw it. The pillar first stood over the stone
trapeznitsa (monastery dining room), blocking the sight of the cross, and, after a short
while, moved to the church and stood over Feodosiev's (Theodosius) tomb; it then went to
the top of the church, turning its face to the east, and afterwards made itself invisible."
The record reads: "It wasn't an usual fiery column, but the apparition of an angel, because
angels often appeared as a fiery column or a flame."

Source: Nestor, Russian Primary Chronicle (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1930), 296-297. The date is sometimes given as 1111.

1130, Bohemia, Czechoslovakia
Flying "serpent" in the sky



"A sign (or "a monster") resembling a flying serpent” is said to have flown over Bohemia,
and was recorded by two separate historians. This could have been a natural phenomenon.

Source: Czech magazine Vecerni Praha, quoted in The Washington Post, August 2, 1967.
The original sources are Canonici Wissegradensis Continuatio Cosmae, in Monumenta
Germaniae Historica (MGH) SS 9, 136 and Annates Gradicences in MGH SS 17, 650.

94,
12 August 1133, Japan, exact location unknown
Close encounter

A large silvery object is reported to have come down close to the ground. We have failed
to locate an actual quote, so we give this case with reservations.

Source: Morihiro Saito, Nihon-Tenmonshiriyou, chapter 7.

95.
1142, Bohemia, Czechoslovakia: Flying "dragon"



Similar to the case from 1130, a phenomenon described as a "flying dragon" flew over =«

Bohemia.

Source: Czech magazine Vecerni Praha, quoted in The Washington Post, August 2, 1967.
Original: Monachi Sazavensis, cont. Cosmae (a. 932-1162), in MGH SS 9, 159.

1155, Rome, Italy
Three lights and a cross in the sky

During the coronation of Federico (Frederick) Barbarossa by Pope Eugene III "there
appeared in the sky three lights, and a cross formed by stars."

Source: B. Capone, "Luci dallo Spazio" in Il Giornale dei Misteri, Dec. 1972, which gives
the year as 1152. While Barbarossa was declared king of the Holy Roman Empire in that
year, the coronation did not actually take place until 1155 because of widespread unrest
within the lands he supposedly controlled, and the disloyalty of his rival Henry the Lion.
We hope that future researchers will be able to trace a more precise reference.

1161, Thann, Alsace, France
Three lights in the sky



Three lights or luminous objects were observed by the Lord of Engelburg over the village
of Thann, in Alsace, in 1161. A servant of Ubald, bishop of Ombrie, had stolen a relic
from the Saint's body, hiding it in his walking stick, which he planted in the ground next
to a pine tree. Three aerial lights were seen coming over the top of the tree. The next
morning the servant found his stick immobilized and was unable to pick it up. This
impressed people so much that they built a chapel to commemorate the 'miracle.’

Each year in Thann, on the 30 of June, three fir-trees (in reference to the three
lights) are cremated in front of the main church in celebration of this foundation legend.
The celebration is known as the "cremation des trois sapins" and still occurs today.

Source: Johannes Andreas Schenck, Sanctus Theobaldus (Freiburg, 1628).

25 December 1167, England, location unknown
Two objects

Two "stars" appear on Christmas Day. The actual quote is from Nicholas Trivetus
(Annales): "At the watch night (vigilia) of the Lord's Nativity, two fiery stars appeared in
the western sky. One was large, the other small. At first, they appeared joined together.
Afterwards, they were for a long time separated distinctly." It is probable, but not certain?:
that the sighting was made in England.

Source: Nicholas Trivetus (1258-1328), Annates sexregum Angttae. Trivetus was not
contemporary with the event, so he must have copied it from an older chronicle.



1169, China, location unknown
Wheels fall off as two dragons fly away

In the history of the Song Dynasty it is written that in the fifth year of the K'ien Tao (now
known as Qiandao) era, which corresponds with 1169 AD, dragons were seen battling in
the sky during a thunderstorm:

"Two dragons fled and pearls like carriage wheels fell down on the ground, where
herds' boys found them."

Source: Dr. M. W. De Visser, The Dragon in China and Japan (Amsterdam: Johannes
Muller, 1913), 48. Visser quotes from "the Wu ki."

100.
1171, Teruel, Aragon, Spain
The King observes a mystery

Alfonso II and his men observed a wandering bull and a mysterious, star-like luminous
object hovering above. As described in a current historical brochure about the town,
"Tradition says that in the XII century, during the Reconquest of Spain, King Alfonso II,
after taking several important positions, continued along the banks of the River Martin and
upon reaching what is now Teruel, he split his army up, leaving part of his warriors in the
Cella Plains with orders to remain on the defensive, and he then proceeded to confront the
rebels in the mountains of Prades. This is the point where history and legend blend



together. The warriors disobeyed the king's orders and ran after a bull that was being
followed by a star from heaven because they had seen it in premonitory dreams: a sign,
according to them, which marked the place where a new town was to be established. In
this way they took the fortress of Teruel planting their banner in the conquered fortress."

This fact is still represented today on the shield of Teruel, with a bull and a star above
it.

Source: Javier Sierra and Jesus Callejo, La Espana Extrana (Madrid: Ediciones EDAF,
1997), 122-4.

101.
18 June 1178, Canterbury, England: cosmic catastrophe »

Gervase of Canterbury wrote that about an hour after sunset five witnesses watched as the
upper horn of the bright new moon suddenly split in two. From the midpoint of this
division a flaming torch sprang up, spewing out fire, hot coals and sparks. The moon



"writhed [and] throbbed like a wounded snake." This happened a dozen times or more,
"turning the moon blackish along its whole length."

When a geologist suggested in 1976 that Gervase's account referred to the meteor
impact that created the 22 kilometer lunar crater called Giordano Bruno, the theory was
widely accepted. However, as reported in several scientific journals in 2001, new
calculations show that such an event would have resulted in a fierce, week-long meteor
storm on Earth with 100 million of tons of ejecta raining down on our planet. Of course,
this did not take place in the twelfth century AD, or archives all over the world would
have recorded it! This begs the question "What did Gervase's contemporaries really see?"
Did they observe the dramatic entrance of a comet into the Earth's atmosphere - or
something even stranger? Were they even looking at the moon?

Source: University of Arizona news release dated 19 April 2001. The BBC website posted
a report on May 1st, 2001: "Historic lunar impact
questioned" (http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/science/natiire/1304985.stm).

102. %
27 October 1180, Kii Sanchi, Nara, Japan
Glowing vessel

A glowing "earthenware vessel" (a saucer?) maneuvers in the sky between the mountains
of Kyushu, flies off to the northeast towards Mount Fukuhara. It changes course abruptly,
turns south and disappears with a luminous trail.


http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/science/natiire/1304985.stm

Source: Sobeps (Societe Beige pour 1'Etude des Phenomenes Spatiaux), Inforespace 23;
Brothers 111, 1 (1964).

103.
1182, Friesland, Holland
Four suns, armed men in the sky

The Chronicler Winsemius (1622) reports, in his Croniek van Vriesland that four Suns and
a score of armed men were seen in the sky and a bloody rain fell.

Source: M.D. Teenstra, Volksverhalen en Legenden van vroegere en latere dagen
(Geertsema: Groningen, 1843), 117.

104.
1185, Mount Nyoigadake, Japan
A luminous wheel enters the sea

First there were red beams behind the mountain, and then an object like a luminous wheel
flew over, and entered the sea. The witnesses were fishermen.

Source: Brothers Magazine 111, 1, 1964.



105 %
9 August 1189, Dunstaple, Bedfordshire, England
Marvelous vision

Numerous amazed observers see the sky "open up" as a huge cross hovers till midnight.

The British monastic chronicler William of Newburgh (1136-1198) noted the
sightings of several prodigies in the sky in his Historic rerum anglicarum, a philosophical
commentary dealing with his own times. In chapter four of Book VI, we read:

"Nor ought I to pass over in silence a most amazing and fearful prodigy, which about
this time was seen in England by many, who to this day are witnesses of it to those who
did not see it. There is upon the public road which goes to London a town, by no means
insignificant, called Dunstaple.

"There, as certain persons happened to be looking up at the sky in the afternoon, they
saw in the clear atmosphere the form of the banner of the Lord, conspicuous by its milky
whiteness, and joined to it the figure of a man crucified, such as is painted in the church in
remembrance of the passion of the Lord, and for the devotion of the faithful (...)

"When this fearful sight had thus been visible for some time, and the countenances
and minds of those who were curiously watching it were kept in suspense, the form of the
cross was seen to recede from the person who seemed affixed to it, so that an intermediate
space of air could be observed between them; and soon afterwards this marvelous vision
disappeared; but the effect remained, after the cause of this prodigy was removed."

Other sources: the case is also mentioned by writers Thomas Wykes (with a date of 1191),
Wilhelmus Parvus, and Walther of Hermingford (the latter two give a year of 1189).

106.



June 1193, London, England
Bright white ball of light, hovering

"On the 7th of the Ides of June, at 6 0'Clock, a thick black Cloud rose in the Air, the Sun
shining clear all round about. In the middle of the Cloud was an Opening, out of which =«
proceeded a bright Whiteness, which hung in a Ball under the black Cloud over the Side
of the Thames, and the Bishop of Norwich's Palace."

Source: Thomas Short, 4 general chronological history of the air, weather, seasons,
meteors, &c. in sundry places and different times (1749).

167, 7
Late December 1200, Yorkshire, England
Five Moons in formation

"In the third year of John, King of England, there were seen in Yorkshire five Moons, one
in the East, the second in the West, the third in the North, the fourth in the South, and the
fifth (as it were) set in the midst of the other, having many Blazing Stars about it, and went

five or six times encompassing the other, as it were the space of one hour, and shortly
after vanished away."

Source: William Knight, " Mementos to the World, or, An historical collection of divers

wonderful comets and prodigious signs in heaven..." (printed by T. Haly, for T. Passinger,
London, 1681).



Note: King John reigned from April 6, 1199 until his death in 1216. The third year of
his reign would therefore correspond with 1202 AD. However, another writer, Roger de
Hoveden, states it occurred "a little before the Nativity of the Lord," 1200. As Hoveden
himself died in 1201, we think the sighting probably took place in King John's second
year of reign.

108.
14 September 1224, Mount Alverne, Italy
Mystical light, visitation

Brother Leo saw a ball of light suspended above St. Francis of Assisi while he conversed
with an invisible being. "He heard voices which made questions and answers; and he
remarked that Francis, who was prostrate, often repeated these words: '"Who are you, o my
God? And my dear Lord? And who am 1? a worm, and Thy unworthy servant." He also
saw him put his hand out three times into his bosom, and each time stretch it out to the
flame. The light disappeared, the conversation ceased."

This kind of narrative bridges the gap between lights and objects that fly through the
atmosphere, reports of luminous orbs at ground level and "earth lights" over special spots.
Here we have a ball of light (observed by an external witness) over a man who appears ii§
communication with it, hence the relevance to our study.

Source: Father Candide Chalippe, The Life and Legends of Saint Francis of Assisi
(Teddington: Echo Library, 2007), 191-2.



3 May 1232, Caravaca, Spain
Lights, and an "angel" brings a cross

Luminous phenomena attend a double-armed cross apparently brought down by an entity
assumed to be an angel. The religious context surrounding the observation has enabled it
to survive as a legend, told by multiple authors. Traditionally, the most authoritative of

them is considered to be the 13+ century Franciscan Juan Gil (Egidio) de Zamora. He
relates that the cross was brought inside the church by two angels. The current
whereabouts of the artifact are equally uncertain. The cross that can be seen today in the
sanctuary in Caravaca is a copy, the original having been stolen in 1934, probably by a
cult.

Source: Clara Tahoces, "Caravaca, jQue Cruz!" Mas Alia 127 (September 1999).

110. ’

2 October 1235, Japan: circling lights in the sky

About 8 P.M., by clear sky, a fortune teller named Suketoshi Abe, consultant to Shogun
(Warlord) Yoritsune Fujiwara, reported to his palace that mysterious sources of light had
been seen swinging and circling in the southwest. These lights moved in loops until the
early hours of the morning. Yoritsune ordered an investigation and his astrology
consultants, who were skilled in astronomy, conducted the study: "It is only the wind
making the stars sway," they reported after hearing the statements of Suketoshi Abe.



With arrogance worthy of our modern academic experts, they even suggested that he
should write a letter of apology. A high government official, Yasutoki Houjo, denied their

request.

Source: This case is mentioned in the Japanese magazine Brothers (No. I) and by one of
us (Vallee) in Anatomy of a Phenomenon (1965) with an incorrect date. The original
source is the book Azumakagami, edited in 1605 (see Shinjinbutuouraisha, vol. 4, 1977).
Azumakagami means "Mirror of the East." It was a chronicle covering the period 1180 t(§
1266, and was compiled after 1266 under the directive of the Hojo regent. It is usually
written in two words: Azuma Agami.

111.
1237, El Puig, Valencia: A fleet of seven lights

According to one record, seven mysterious lights in the night sky were seen on four
Saturdays in a row. They appeared to be falling from the sky and entering the earth at a
particular spot. Quoting from Tirso de Molina's Historia de la Orden de la Merced, the
chronicle in which the story was originally written:

"The sentries and custodians of the castle [at El Puig] observed that every Saturday,
at midnight, a fleet of luminous stars, seven in number, consecutively descended upon the
summit nearest the said fortress, in the same place where our monastery now lies." When
the guards informed their masters, Pedro Nolasco (1189-1256) and the mayor, supposing
that the phenomenon was trying to announce something important, went up to the site
together and carefully excavated the spot.



Whether by some amazing coincidence or divine providence it did not take too long
to find a hidden treasure: a bell, and below that a sculpted image of the Virgin Mary.
Nolasco thanked the angels for the wondrous gifts and a little time afterwards constructed
an altar at the spot.

Source: Tirso De Molina, Historic de la Orden de la Merced (1637). Today the monastery
has a website: www.monasteriodelpuig.es.tl.

112.
24 July 1239, France
A great light, ascending

"On July 24, 1239, at dusk, but not when the stars came out, while the air was clear,
serene and shining, a great star appeared. It was like a torch rising from the south, and
flying on both sides of'it, there was emitted in the height of the sky a very great light. It
turned quickly towards the north in the aerie region, not quickly, nor, indeed, with speed,
but exactly as if it wished to ascend to a place high in the air. "

This sequence of motion is not typical of a natural phenomenon, and it certainly was
not a "star."

Source: Matthew Paris, Chronica Majora (London: Longman, 1880), vol. 3, 566.

113.


http://www.monasteriodelpuig.es.tl

1252, Padua, Italy: Flying light, seen for an hour 87

This event is described in the Cronaca di Rolandino da Padova, where a witness reports:
"A certain great star, like a comet, but it was not a comet because it did not have a tail
and it was a portentous thing because it looked almost as large as the moon, and it moved
faster than the moon, but as fast as falling stars, and indeed it was not the moon. It was
observable for an hour and then it vanished."
This object, as described, was not a comet or a meteor.

Source: U. DaH'Olmo, "Meteors, meteor showers and meteorites in the Middle Ages:
From European medieval sources," Journal for the History of Astronomy 9 (1978).

114.
14 October 1253, England: A battle of stars

Nicholas of Findern reported to Burton Abbey that "About the hour of vespers, the sky
being clear, suddenly a large bright star appeared out of a black cloud with two smaller
stars in the vicinity. A battle royal soon commenced, the small stars charging the great star
again and again, so that it began to diminish in size, and sparks of fire fell from the
combatants. This continued for a considerable time, and at last, the spectators, stupefied,
by fear and wonder, and ignorant of what it might portend, fled."

Source: Annales de Burton, in H. R. Luard, ed., Annales Monastici vol 1 (London:
HMSO, 1864).



115.
12 September 1271, Japan
Saved from execution by a flying sphere!

At midnight one of Japan's greatest saints, Nichiren Shonin (1222-1282), was being
escorted to the beach to be executed. Just before the fatal moment, a brilliant sphere as
large as the moon flew over, illuminating the landscape. The authorities were so
frightened by the apparition that they changed their minds about putting Shonin to death.
Instead, they exiled him to Sado Island, though this did not prevent his teachings from
spreading. A branch of his teachings, the Sokka-Gakkei, has millions of adherents
throughout the world today.

Source: Rev. Ryuei Michael McCormick, Lotus Seeds: The Essence of Nichiren Shu
Buddhis (Nichiren Buddhist Temple of San Jose, 2000).

116. ¥
1273, Naples, Italy
A light enters the bedroom of a sick man

The biography of St. Thomas Aquinas (ca. 1225 to 7 March 1274) states that on the year::
before his death he returned to Naples, staying in that city for a few weeks during an
illness. While he was there two monks saw a light described as a big star coming through
the window. It rested for a moment on the head of the sick man and disappeared again,

just as it came.



The link with ufology here is very much open to debate, yet abduction researchers
have been looking into stories of this kind with increasing interest.

Source: Antonio Borrelli, "San Tommaso d'Aquino Sacerdote e dottore della Chiesa,"
citing the Life of Saint Thomas Aquinas.
www.santiebeati.it/dettaR1i0/22550.

117,
3 June 1277, China, location unknown
Strange event seen at dawn

An unknown object was immortalized in a poem by Liou Ying, a Chinese poet of the
Yuan Dynasty. The title of the poem, which can be found in chapter three of The Yuan
Literature Collection, was simply "Event Seen at Dawn."

"I rise at dawn and, through the window, I see a very bright star that crosses the
Milky Way. Now I see three luminous objects appear in the southern sky, of which two fly
away and disappear suddenly from my sight. The one which remains possesses five
unequalled lights beneath it, and above its upper part I see something in the form ofa
dome. The unknown object begins to move in a zigzag, like a dead leaf. At the same time,
some fiery thing falls from the sky. A short time afterwards, the sun rises but its brightness
is dulled by the luminous object that moves quickly in a northerly direction. In the western
sky, a green cloud is suddenly disturbed by another unknown object, oval in shape, flat,
that descends quickly. This object is more than three metres long, and is surrounded by
flames. It rises again shortly after its descent.

"In view of this splendid and amazing spectacle, I rush to the village to alert the
inhabitants. When my friends come out of their houses, the flying machine has


http://www.santiebeati.it/dettaRlio/22550

disappeared. After the event, I reflect on it very much but do not find a reasonable
explanation. I have the impression I have come out of a long dream. I hasten to write
down all that I have seen at the time so that whoever understands these events can give me
an explanation."

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 37.

118
Circa 1284, Parma, Saint Rufiino, Italy
A duel of stars

On 6 August 1284 the naval battle of the Meloria, between the forces of Genoa and
Pisa, took place. It is said in the Chronicon Parmesan, of the Franciscan monk Salimbene
de Adam (1221-1287):

"It should be known that this battle and massacre between the Genovesi and Pisani
had already been foretold and announced long before it happened. In the town of Saint
Ruffino, in the diocese of Parma, some women peeled [washed?] the linen at night: and
they saw two great stars meeting in the sky. They drew away from each other and still
collided again, and chased one another, and more than once..."

Source: Giuseppe Scalia, ed., Cronica Fratris Salimbene de Adam ordinis minorum
(Laterza, 1966).



119.
3 August 1294, Japan, exact location unknown
Red shining object

During a parade, a red shining object appeared, coming from the direction of a shrine. It
resembled the Moon, and flew north.

Source: Morihiro Saito, Nihon-Tenmonshiriyou. Chapter 7, "Meteor, the Messenger from
Space."

120.
May 1295,1 Hing, China
Two flying Dragons fall into a Lake

A strange phenomenon was witnessed in the fifth month of the year yih-wei, which
corresponds with 1295:

"In a short time a heavy wind came riding on the water, reaching a height of more
than a chang (ten ch'ih or feet). Then there fell from the sky more than ten fire balls,
having the size of houses of ten divisions. The two dragons immediately ascended (to the
sky), for Heaven, afraid that they might cause calamity, sent out sacred fire to drive them
away."

The 14th-century chronicler of this incident, Cheu Mih, adds that he had personally
observed the results of another 'dragonfall.' Seeing the scorched paddy fields of the Peach
garden of The Ts'ing, he interviewed one of the villagers. "Yesterday noon a big dragon



fell from the sky," he was told. "Immediately he was burned by terrestrial fire and flew
away. For what the dragons fear is fire."

Source: M. W. De Visser, The Dragon in China and Japan (Amsterdam: Johannes Miiller,
1913), 48-49.

8 September 1296, Loreto, Italy
Globes of light, and an elliptical object

Before dawn, mysterious globes of light appeared repeatedly in the sky of Loreto, falling,
stopping and disappearing suddenly. The phenomenon was witnessed by a hermit, Paul
Selva, who wrote a famous letter to Charles II dated June 1297. The phenomenon
appeared as a body of elliptical shape. A writer named Mantovano who obtained the
information from a record dating back to 1300, notes: "He saw a light in the shape of a
very bright comet measuring twelve feet in length and six in width, coming down from
heaven in the direction of the church and after it approached, vanished at the site." The
object, obviously, was not a comet.

Sources: G. Garrat, Loreto, nuova Nazaret (Recanati, 1894); O. Torsellini, Laurentana
istoria, trans. B. Quatrini (Bologna, 1894).

122.



24 December 1299, Tier (Treves), Germany
Globes of light, and an elliptical object

The Chronicle of the Archbishops of Trier, the Gesta Trevirensium Archiepiscoporum,
makes an interesting reference to an object in the sky. The term they employed, cometa,
could actually refer to virtually any luminous body in the sky, not necessarily to a comet
as we define it today. In fact, this particular "comet" behaved very strangely.

It was just after midnight. The sky was unusually misty and a foggy frost covered the
land.

"Inside the darkness itself, a comet the size of the moon appeared as if hanging in the
air, tinted by an ardent redness and which disappeared after an hour. And again, in-
between a small interval, two comets appeared simultaneously a short distance from one
another, exhibiting the same size and color as earlier; but they disappeared immediately. A
third time, after a short hour, [another] one appeared, in all respects visible in the size and
color of its predecessors, and which also vanished immediately."

Source: Gesta Trevirensium Archiepiscoporum, in E. Martene and U. Durand, Veterum -
Scriptorum et Monumentorum...amplissima collection, vol. IV (Paris, 1729, Col. 370).

123. ’

1320, Durham, Saint Leonard, England
Luminous phenomenon over a the burial site

Upon the death of the Abbott of Saint Gregory monastery, an unknown object ("a great
light") lit up the sky over his burial site in Saint Leonard. Later it came lower, moved



away and disappeared. The symbolic meaning of this event leaves its connection with
ufology open to debate.

Source: Robert de Graytanes, Historia Dunelmensis. As published in Historiae
Dunelmensis Scriptores tres (London-Edinburgh: Publications of the Surtees Society,
1839).

124.
4 November 1322, Uxbndge, England
A pillar with a red flame

"In the first hour of the night there was seen in the sky over Uxbridge a pillar of fire the
size of a small boat, pallid, and livid in color. It rose from the south, crossed the sky with a
slow and grave motion, and went north. Out of the front of the pillar, a fervent red flame
burst forth with great beams of light. Its speed increased, and it flew thro' the air...Many
beholders saw it in collision, and there came blows as of a fearful combat, and sounds of
crashes were heard at a distance." We note that an object moving with a "slow and grave
motion" could have been neither a comet nor a meteor.

Source: Flores Historiarum attributed to Robert of Reading, Rerum Brittannicarum Medii
Aevi Scriptores 95, v. 3: 210-211.

125.



About 1347, Florence, Italy: Low-flying cigar-shaped
objects at the time of the Black Plague

Writer Gianfranco degli Esposti mentions that "reports relating to the period of the famous
Black Plague, between 1347 and the 1350, speak of strange cigar-shaped objects slowly
crossing the sky, sometimes at low altitude, dispersing in their passage a disturbing mist."

He attributes the Black Plague to these objects because "immediately after the
appearance of these shocking events, the epidemic exploded in that area."

In Florence a huge mass of vapors appeared in the sky, coming from the north. It
spread throughout the land. In the East in the same year, many animals fell from the sky.»
Their decomposing animal carcasses were said to make the air fetid and to cause the

spread of the infamous illness that was fatal in India, Asia, and Britain. In Florence alone
it killed 60,000 people.

Source: Gianfranco Degli Esposti, "Travi di fuoco e segni divini: paura nei cieli del
Medioevo" (www.edicolaweb.net/ufostlér.htm); Lycosthenes, Prodigiorum ac
ostentorum Chronicon (Basel, 1557).

126.
20 July 1349, Japan, exact location unknown
Two shining objects clash

Two shining objects appeared from the southeast and northwest. They had a terrible clash
as they appeared to maneuver acrobatically, emitting flashes.


http://www.edicolaweb.net/ufostl6r.htm

Source: Morihiro Saito, Nihon-Tenmonshiriyou. Chapter 8, "The Messenger from Space."

127.
5 Feb. 1355, Suzhou (Pingjiang) Jiangsu prov., China
Enigma

Big noise in the sky, vision of a large black cloud with flames and lights, loaded with
troops. Physical destruction.

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 30, citing writer Tao Zhongyi.

Summer 1360, England and France
Armies and towers in the sky

"And in the summertime of this year in flat and deserted places in England and France,
and often visible to many, there suddenly appeared two towers, from which two armies
went out, one of which was crowned with a warlike sign, and the other was clothed in
black. And a second time the warriors overcame the blacks, and returned to their tower,
and the whole vanished."



Source: The Chronicon Angliae, covering 1328 to 1388, is attributed to Thomas
Walsingham (d. 1422). C. E. Britton, Meteorological Chronology to A.D. 1450 (London:
H.M.S.O., 1937), 144.

129.
1361, Yamaguti prefecture, Western Japan
Drum-like object emerges from the sea CD

A drum-shaped object, six meters in diameter, is said to have emerged from the sea. It
flew overhead, going west. We have not traced an exact reference to this case but its
abundant use in databases and on websites has influenced our decision to include it here.

Circa February 1382, Paris, France
Roaming, flashing globe

Before the Maillets uprising, a fiery flashing globe was seen for a period of eight days, =
"roaming from door to door above the city of Paris, without there being any wind agitation
nor lightning or noise of thunder, and on the contrary, the weather never ceased to be
serene."

Source: Chronique du Religieux Saint Denys contenant le regne de Charles VI de 1380 a
1422. Tome II (Paris, 1840).



1384, Caravaca, Spain
Two lights watch over holy relics

Strange aerial lights were frequently associated with miracles in Medieval Spain. In 1384,
while the Caravaca cross (see case 109 above) was being transported from the village of
Caravaca in Murcia to the village of Lorca y Totan, two lights in the sky accompanied the
cross-bearers throughout the journey. They did not disappear until the object was in place.
There are several stories about the Caravaca cross, which had more than its fair share of
magical adventures. There are legends about how it 'teleported' from one place to another
and how it attracted luminous phenomena on more than one occasion.

Source: Clara Tahoces, "Caravaca, jQue Cruz!" Mas Alia 127 (September 1999).

132. ’

15 July 1385, London and Dover, England
Three lights join as one

On July 15th 1385 "at London and likewise at Dover, there appeared after sunset a kind of
fire in the shape of a head in the south part of the heavens, stretching out to the northern
quarter, which flew away, dividing itself into three parts, and travelled in the air like a bird
of the woods in flight. At length they joined as one and suddenly disappeared."



Source: C.E. Britton, 4 Meteorological Chronology to A.D. 1450 (London: H.M.S.O.,
1937), 149; also noted by John Malvern, a monk of Worcester, who certainly contributed
to the Polychronicon (begun by Ranulph Higden, a monk of Chester), but continued the
chronicle only as far as 1377.

133.
14 October 1387, Leicester and Derbyshire, England
Revolving wheel in the sky

"A certain appearance in the likeness of a fire was seen in many parts of the kingdom of
England, now in one form, now in another, nearly on a single night, yet in various places,
throughout the months of November and December (...) and some appeared in the form Of
a burning revolving wheel, others again in the form of a round barrel of flame emitting
fire from above, yet others in the shape of a long fiery beam, and it thus appeared in one
form or another through a great deal of the winter, especially in the counties of Leicester
and Northants."

Source: "Chronicon Henrici Knighton, vel Cnitthon, monachi Leycestrensis," or the
Chronicon of Henry Knighton (d. 1396). The book covers 1337-1396, and after
Knighton's death was continued by another scribe. See also C.E. Britton, 4
Meteorological Chronology to A.D. 1450 {London: H.M.S.O., 1937), 150. Note that the

date might be November.

134.



1390, Bologna, Italy
Unknown creatures flying aboard a fiery object

"One tradition states that in 1390 the guardian of the Asinelli Tower saw a "ball of fire"
that rotated over of the roofs, and inside were seen the faces of some devils who were
trying to see outside."

Source: "Quegli Ufo sopra le Due torri," IlDomani di Bologna, 21 October 2006, 10.

135.
26 January 1390, Messina, Sicily, Italy
Light descending, ascending

Mongitore writes "A similar appearance was seen at two hours of the night in Messina, as
you saw fall from the sky above the Cross, at the top of the dome of the Monastery of the
Fathers of St. Salvadore. The monks were astonished at this view, but it was not certain
how long the light was seen, so the fear was brief; as having lasted half an hour, (then it)
went back up to Heaven..."

We retain this case because a "light" visible for half an hour going up in the sky is
unlikely to be a meteor.

Source: Antonino Mongitore, Delia Sicilia ricercata nelle cose piii memorabilia (Palermo,
1742).



136.
Winter 1394, England: Another wheel-shaped object

According to Raphael Holinshed's landmark chronicle of British history, a wheel- or
barrel-shaped object appeared in several areas of England:

"A certain thing appeared in the likeness of fire in many parts of England every night.
This fiery apparition, oftentimes when anybody went alone, it would go with him, and  ~
would stand still when he stood still... To some it appeared in the likeness of a turning
wheel burning; to others as round in the likeness of a barrel, flashing out flames of fire at
the head; to others in the likeness of a long burning lance. "

Whatever it was that caused such an impression on the people of England, it does not
seem meteoritic in nature.

Source: Raphael Holinshed, Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland (London: J.
Johnson, 1808) vol. II, 829. Raphael Holinshed, though not the book's sole author, is
thought to have helped inspire William Shakespeare to write at least two of his plays. Both
Macbeth and King Lear were based on material contained in Holinshed's book.

At the second hour of the night, men walking in the main square of Forli saw an enormous
"asub" (celestial object) fly over very slowly. Duration: "the time of two Paternosters." It
left a smell like burning wood. Some witnesses described it as motionless in the sky for a
while.



Source: F. Guarini, I Terremotia Forli (Croppi, Forli, 1880), 142.

138.

1395, Languedoc, France: Aerial combat

"In the land of Languedoc, a big star and five small ones were seen in the sky. These, as it
seemed, attacked and sought to fight the big one, which they followed for half an hour.
Also a voice was heard in the sky, shouting. Then a man was seen, who seemed to be
made of copper, holding a spear in his hand, and throwing fire. He grabbed the big star
and hit it; after which, nothing more was seen."

Source: L 'Histoire de Charles VI, Roy de France, et des choses memorables advenues
durant quarante-deux annees de son regne, depuis 1380jusqu 'a 1422, by Jean Juvenal
des Ursins, eveque de Reims. Published by Michaud and Poujoulat in Nouvelle Collection
des Memolres pour servlr a 1'histoire de France depuis le XIHe siecle jusqu 'a la fin du

XVIIle, Tome II (1836).

139, B
16 September 1408, Rome, Italy: Flying formation



Three "stars" were seen to fly over Rome. The incident was described by Antonio Di
Pietro, canon of the Vatican, in his Diarium Romanum (Diary of Rome from 1404 to
1417), now conserved in the Vatican Archive. Di Pietro narrates that on that evening he
was going to supper with friends near where the ancient Basilica of Saint Peter stands
today.

"Suddenly after sunset...we saw...a beautiful star that, coming from the sky of
Tarrione, headed towards Castel Sant' Angel with two other small, splendid bright stars.
And we were all very surprised by that spectacle."

The sighting may have been of an unusual meteor train.

Sources: Antonio di Pietro, Diarium Romanum (Diary of Rome from 1404 to 1417),
preserved at the Archivio Capitolare Vaticano. This Latin manuscript was found in the
Library of Modena by L. A. Muratori, who inserted the text in Volume XXIV (ed. 1734)
of the Rerum Italicarum Scriptores. See also Coelum astronomy magazine, No. 5-6, Ma>
June 1977, article "Gleanings from science fiction medieval texts" by Umberto
Dall'dmo, 107. Credit: Umberto Cordier.

140.
2 July 1420, Castle Godego, Treviso, Italy
The lady in the light

In the evening a Hungarian merchant, Peter Tagliamento, was leading his herd of cattle to
Bassano del Grappa. As he came to an area of thick brush, close to Castel di Godego, he
realized he had lost the way. All around him were only shadows, the woods, and deep
silence. In despair, Peter started praying and suddenly he saw a great light. Still trying to



realize where he was and what was happening, Peter saw a young woman of great beauty,
who told him how to get to the road towards Bassano, but requested that a chapel be built
at that place. She planted a cross in the earth as proof of her visit.

Peter found his herd and reached the leaders of the community of Godego to fulfill
the mandate he had received. At first no one believed him, but they found the cross
planted in the woods. This convinced them and they decided to erect a chapel, where
people came in solemn processions.

Source: Marino Gamba, Apparizioni mariane nel corso di due millenni (Udine: Ediz. 11
Segno, 1999).

141.
3 March 1428, Forli, Italy: Celestial object

Another case of a celestial object ("asub") in Forli: At 1:30 A.M. a fiery lamp was

observed for about two hours. The city archives also mention "a very high flame in the
shape of a tower, and a column of apparent fire rising in the air."

Source: Filippo Guarini, I Terremoti a Forli (Croppi, Forli, 1880), 12-13 and 143.

142,
5 January 1433, Nice, France: Luminous globe



A luminous globe appears, seen several hours. "On January 5th, 1433," writes Abbe
Joseph Bonifacy, "a luminous globe appeared in the air for several hours."

Source: G. Tarade, Soucoupes volantes et civilisations d'outre-espace (Paris: J'Ai L
1969). Also Cielo e Terra, April 1972, 9. We have been unable to verify the text by
Bonifacy, which is only available in manuscript form.

143,
June 1444, Bibbiena, Arezzo, Italy
Unexplained golden globes of light

Over three months multiple witnesses saw globes of light, golden in color, both inside and
outside a church. The story by Don Massimo, a Benedictine monk, mentions that "turning
to the church he and his companions saw a globe as thick as a printing press."

Mr. Lorenzo Piovano of Bibbiena stated that he saw more lights day and night,
moving around the church and leaving a smell of remarkable sweetness. Don Massimo is
careful to add that the mayor and others who ran into the church saw nothing, but they did
notice the smell.

Sources: Don Massimo's manuscript of "Miraculous facts that occurred near Bibbiena,

"

etc." inserted in the Moreno Frullani Collection No. 29, 56, in the Riccardiana library in

Florence. Also see: http://www.mariadinazareth.it/apparizione%20bibbiena.htm



http://www.mariadinazareth.it/apparizione%20bibbiena.htm

I 44« ------
29 May 1453, Constantinople: Light from the sk

"Every night [during the siege by the Turks] a fire descended from the sky, stood over the
City, and enveloped her with light all night long. At first the Christians read this light as a
sign of God's wrath and the coming destruction of the city, but initial success against the
Turks led to the reinterpretation that God had sided with the Christians and that they
would prevail.

"Thus the sultan and his entire retinue became visibly depressed...and were o8
considering lifting the siege...On the night before their scheduled departure the heavenly
sign descended in its customary manner but did not envelop our City as it had before...[N]
ow it seemed to be far away, then scattered quickly, and vanished at once. The sultan and
his court were immediately filled with joy."

Source: Makarios Melissinos, "Chronicle of the Siege of Constantinople" in George
Phrantzes, Fall of the Byzantine Empire (Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts
Press, 1980), 97-136.

145.
Late December 1456, Piacenza, Italy
Four unknowns

In the Annali Piacentini of Antonio da Ripalta, we read of the apparition "of four
wonderful stars that proceeded directly from the east to the west and were positioned
almost in the sign of a cross."



Source: U. Dall'Olmo, "Meteors, meteor showers and meteorites in the Middle Ages,"
Journal for the History of Astronomy 9, 1978.

146.
7 March 1458, Kyoto, Japan: Five stars circle the moon

Five "stars" appeared to circle the moon, changed colors three times and vanished
suddenly.

Source: The Taiheiki: A Chronicle of Medieval Japan, trans. Helen Craig McCullough
(North Clarendon, VT: Tuttle Publishing, 2004).

147.
October 1461, Metz, France: Many lights, seen twice

"Between Saint Remy's day (October 1st) and All Saints' Day (November 1st) numerous
and marvelous signs like great firebrands the length of four fathoms and a foot large were
seen in the air. "It lasted for half of a half quarter of an hour and was seen twice. Some
people also said they had seen by night the like of a battle, and heard a great uproar and
noise."

Two significant meteor showers happen in October: the Draconids (between the 8

and 10~ day of the month) and the Orionids (around the 21+). The sightings might have



been caused by these events, but meteors would not account for the report of "great uproar
and noise."

148.

1 November 1461, Arras, France: Hovering object °°

Jacques Duclercq, legal adviser to Philippe III, writes: "On this day of Our Lord, All
Saints Day, there appeared in the sky an object as bright as burning steel, as long and wide
as half of the moon. It was stationary for fifteen minutes. Suddenly, the strange object
began to spiral upwards and then it spun around and rolled over like a loose watch
spring, after which it disappeared in the sky. "

Source: Memoires de Jacques du Clercq, sur le Regne de Philippe le Bon, Due de
J

Bourgogne, publies pour la premiere fois par le Baron de Reiffenberg, Tome III (2  ed.,
Bruxelles, 1836), 189.

149.
19 February 1465, Italy: Great ship in the air



From the Notabilia Temporum of Angelo de Tummulillis: "There appeared many signs in
the air in the same month, always in the morning, at daybreak. At the first hour of the 19th
of this month a kind of great flaming ship appeared in the air towards the north and it

appeared again on the 20 and 21+, not at the same time but later."

Source: U. Dall'Olmo, op. cit.

150.
8 March 1468, Mount Kasuga, Japan: Dark object CD

In the middle of the night a dark object took off from Mount Kasuga flying west towards
the bay of Osaka, with a sound like a spinning wheel. Its size was estimated as 9 by 6 feet.

Source: Brothers Magazine 1, 1, no full quotation found.

151.
27 September 1477, Japan, location unknown
Object, unknown substance CD
A luminous object crossed the sky. A cotton-like substance fell for the next six hours.

Source: Case summary in Brothers I, 1, but no original source given.



152. %
1478, Milan, Italy: Two flying objects during a war CD

Two unexplained flying objects are observed during a battle.

Fig. 8: Illustration from Lycosthenes

An engraving of the scene accompanies the text in Lycosthenes' edition but there is no

guarantee it was made especially for the book because images such as these were recycled
from publication to publication.

Source: Lycosthenes, Prodigiorum ac ostentorum Chronicon (Basel, 1557).

153.
1479, Arabia: Pointed object in the sky



A remarkable engraving highlights this observation. Lycosthenes notes that this object,
which he calls a "comet," was seen in Arabia, "in the manner of a sharply pointed beam."
The illustration shows that whatever was observed does not to conform to our knowledge
of comets.

However we should note that the illustration looks similar to drawings of the first
multi-stage rockets built around the same time by Conrad Haas. We therefore doubt it was
drawn in Arabia. Usually such drawings would have been provided by the printers, often
taken from very different contexts.

e
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Fig. 9: Arabian "rocket"

154 :
18 October 1482, Albisola, Savona Province, Italy A dazzling object stops a battle



The facts date back to when the inhabitants of two neighboring villages, Albisola and
Stella, decided to fight over territorial issues. A bloody attack took place. The sky was
totally clear of clouds, when, an hour after midday, a small white cloud came from the
east, so bright it seemed to collect all the rays of the sun. Dazzled by the light, the fighters
heard a sweet clear voice repeating three times the word "peace," and then everything
disappeared. All were astonished, their eyes looking up at the sky, and they abandoned
their weapons.

Sources: Giovanni Bernardo Poggi in the manuscript of his Memoirs. Details can be found
in the magazine Maria Ausiliatrice, September 2005, and at this webpage:
http://www.mariadinazareth.it/Prodigi%201luminosi/Madonna%?20della%20Pace.htm

155.
August 1487, Forli, Italy: Floating cartwheel in the sky

"In that same year, on a morning (two hours before day) a big star seemingly appeared,
coming from the mountain and going toward Ravenna. It looked quite like a butterfly
flying in the air. 1 saw it and so did a lot of peasants who had put either wood or wheat
onto their carts, and also those coming to Forli. I was in the country and had risen to come
to Forli in the cool hours. It lasted a very short time. Some people say they had seen it
when on the mountain, half an hour before." Others saw it as a huge 'cartwheel' floating
in the sky.


http://www.mariadinazareth.it/Prodigi%201uminosi/Madonna%20della%20Pace.htm

Source: Leone Cobelli, an Italian historian, in Cronache Forlivesi dalla Fondazione delttf
Citta all'anno 1498 (Bologna, 1874).

156.
1491, Vladimir, Russia: A Figure rises in the air

The apparition in the air of the Saint Grand Prince Alexander Nevsky. "In the year 6999
(of the old Russian calendar) in the great city of Vladimir there was an awe-inspiring
apparition and frightful and terrible sign of the wrath of the Lord. Thus the Lord punishes
us and leads us from sin toward repentance.

"On a certain day after morning Mass many saw the following appearance above the
stone church of Our Lady and the residence of the abbot: just above the place where the
remnants of the Saint prince Alexander repose, on the very dome of that church, they saw
a strange sign.

"It was as if a light cloud or thin smoke spread around, white as a pure frost and
bright as the sun. Then the people saw the likeness of the Holy Prince on a white horse
rising up toward the sky. The people who saw it were very frightened and began to toll the
bells all over the city."”

Source: A. N. Vyssotsky, "Astronomical Records in the Russian Chronicles from 1000 to
1600 A.D." Historical Notes and Papers 22, Meddelande Fran Lunds Astronomiska
Observatorium, Ser. 11., 126, (Sweden, 1949), 45.

157.



13 August 1491, Milan, Italy: Summoning the Aliens

Seven "men" appeared before Philosopher Facius Cardan (Fazio Cardano) in his study.
According to his son Jerome the story left by his father, a mathematically-gifted lawyer
and friend of Leonardo da Vinci, read as follows:

"When I had completed the customary rites, at about the 20th hour of the day, seven
men duly appeared to me clothed in silken garments resembling Greek togas, and wearing,
as it were, shining shoes. The undergarments beneath their glistening and ruddy
breastplates seemed to be wrought of crimson and were of extraordinary glory and beauty.
Nevertheless all were not dressed in this fashion, but only two who seemed of nobler rank
than the others. The taller of them who was of ruddy complexion was attended by two
companions, and the second, who was fairer and of shorter stature, by three. Thus in all
there were seven. They were about forty years of age, but they did not appear to be aboV$:
thirty. When asked who they were, they said they were men composed, as it were, of air,
and subject to birth and death. It was true that their lives were much longer than ours, and
might even reach to three hundred years' duration. Questioned on the immortality of our
soul, they affirmed that nothing survived which is peculiar to the individual...

"When my father asked them ifthey did not reveal treasures to men if they knew
where they were, they answered that it was forbidden by a peculiar law under the heaviest
penalties for anyone to communicate this knowledge to men. They remained with my
father for over three hours. But when he questioned them as to the cause of the universe
they were not agreed. The tallest of them denied that God had made the world from
eternity. On the contrary, the other added that God created it from moment to moment, so
that should He desist for an instant the world would perish."



Fig. 10: Jerome Cardan (Girolamo Cardano, 1501-1576)

Source: Jerome Cardan, De Subtilitate Rerum Libri XXI (Nuremberg, in-folio 1550), XIX.

158
11 October 1492, Guanahany, Bahamas
The light seen by Columbus

Two hours before midnight Christopher Columbus and a crew member saw a light
alternately going higher and lower. The actual passage reads as follows:

"The land was first seen by a sailor called Rodrigo de Triana, although the Admiral at
ten o'clock that evening standing on the quarter-deck saw a light, but so small a body that
he could not affirm it to be land; calling to Pero Gutierrez, broom of the King's wardrobe,
he told him he saw a light, and bid him look that way, which he did and saw it; he did the
same to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, whom the King and Queen had sent with the
squadron as comptroller, but he was unable to see it from his situation.

"The Admiral again perceived it once or twice, appearing like the light of a wax
candle moving up and down, which some thought an indication of land. But the Admiral



held it for certain that land was near; for which reason, after they had said the Salve which
the seamen are accustomed to repeat and chant after their fashion, the Admiral directed '¢:
them to keep a strict watch upon the forecastle and look out diligently for land, and to him
who should first discover it he promised a silken jacket, besides the reward which the
King and Queen had offered, which was an annuity of ten thousand maravedis."

Source: Personal Narrative of the First Voyage of Columbus to America: From a
Manuscript Recently Discovered in Spain, trans. Samuel Kettell (Boston: T. B. Wait and
Son, 1827), 32-33. "

159,
1494, Apulia, Italy: Three suns at night

"Upon the coming of the little King Charles the VHIth in Naples...in Apulia during the

night three suns appeared in the middle of the sky which was all around covered with
clouds, accompanied by many lightnings and horrible thunders."

Source: Francesco Guicciardini, Storia d'ltalia (Turin: Giulio Einaudi, 1971).

160.
20 September 1498, Japan, location unknown
Umbrella-shaped object



A bright object resembling an umbrella crossed the sky with a rumbling sound.

Source: Brothers 1,1, Dainihonjisinsiriyo Nihon-jisinsiriyo; Takao lkeda, UFOs over
Japan.

161.
1499, South Atlantic, off Africa

The slow-moving light seen by Pedro Cabral

A phenomenon difficult to explain as a meteor occurred when Pedro Alvares Cabral left
Portugal on an expedition of 13 vessels and a crew of 1,200 men. The expedition was
plagued with incidents. However, had it not been for one such near-disaster they would
never have headed west and gone down in history as the first men to reach Brazil in the
year 1500. As they were sailing around Africa they saw a luminous object in the southern
sky. It only remained in sight for 8 minutes, moving slowly towards the Cape of Good
Hope. Shortly after, a hurricane arose. Six ships sank or ran aground. The remaining seven
went on to the Americas. These vessels made it back to Lisbon bringing with them a
fortune in spices and news about the discovery of Brazil and Madagascar.

Source: W. B. Greenlee, ed., The Voyage of Pedro Alvares Cabral to Brazil and India
(London: Hakluyt Society, 1937).



Epilogue to Part I-B

By the close of the 15+ century the use of printing had changed everything in terms of the
generation and distribution of knowledge. German inventor Johann Gutenberg
(1397-1468), who may have been aware of earlier Chinese and Korean printing methods,
had developed molds that allowed for the mass production of individual pieces of metal
type. Printing presses soon began to appear all over Europe.

Books were scarce, copied by monks or (after the 13th century) in commercial
scriptoria, written by hand. While it might take someone a year or more to hand copy a
Bible, with the Gutenberg press it was possible to create several hundred copies a year.
Printed works were not immediately popular: some nobles refused to keep printed books
in their libraries, fearing that would depreciate their valuable manuscripts. Much of the
Islamic world, where calligraphic traditions were extremely important, also resisted. In
spite of this, Gutenberg's printing press spread rapidly. Within thirty years of its invention
in 1453, towns across Europe had the equipment.

For the purposes of our study, it is important to note that printing, which made an
impact only comparable in modern times to that of the Internet, led to information
spreading more quickly, within a more literate citizenry, so that more reports of unusual
events survived. On the negative side, it also spread disinformation and misinformation,
just as the Internet does today. Publishers shamelessly exploited people's fears by
trumpeting strange events, while stories of portents and signs in the sky were cynically
invented to support political or religious objectives.



Printing was expensive. It became a source of significant profits, two facts that
combined to spread sensational news broadsheets of dubious validity, creating incentives
to compile information about unusual incidents. Chroniclers correlated such visions with
current affairs and future predictions. As we study the records of unusual sightings in the
sixteenth century and beyond, increasingly sharp analysis is required to take these social
distortion effects into consideration.

Another important factor appears in the late fifteenth century with European scholars'
novel obsession with witchcraft, putting the topic of unusual phenomena (and ordinary
folks' interaction with them) in a new and dangerous light. The most authoritative and
influential treatise on the subject of witchcraft was indisputably the Malleus Maleficarum,
or "The Witch's Hammer," written in 1486 by two erudite Dominican friars. It served as
the official witch-hunter's handbook for nearly two centuries, the maximum authority
used by inquisitors, magistrates and priests to justify the brutal torture and execution of
alleged witches in every European country. The text was reprinted at least sixteen times in
German, eleven times in French, twice in Italian and went through more than halfa dozen
editions in English. It became the principal source of inspiration for every work published
after it.

The authors of the Malleus Maleficarum, Jacob Sprenger (1436-95), Dean of the
Theology Faculty at the University of Cologne, and the prior Heinrich Kramer
(1430-1505), divided their treatise into three parts. The first part discussed the need for -
governing authorities to comprehend the true diabolical nature of witchcraft in all its
aspects: the threat posed to Catholicism, pacts with the Devil, problems caused by
lascivious demons, and so on. The second part deals with the three kinds of maleficia
(dark magic) and how they may be "successfully annulled and dissolved." The third part
considers methods to hold a witchcraft trial and the punishment that best suits each crime.
Here we can find advice on what punishment should be given "in the Case of one Accused
upon a Light Suspicion" and about "the Method of passing Sentence upon one who has
been Accused by another Witch, who has been or is to be Burned at the Stake."



Of particular interest to us is the issue of physical contact with beings assumed to be
demons, a form of interaction the two scholars call "transvection". Of all the issues dealt
with in the Malleus Maleficarum, the most prominent were (1) whether humans could
feasibly procreate with demons and bear their children, and (2) whether people were taken
physically by demonic beings and transported to secret locations, or if it was all in the
mind.

In other words, five hundred years ago they were debating the exact same issues as
ufologists today. It may seem a horrid, unfair thought, but it is difficult to read ancient
books such as the Malleus Maleficarum or Remy's later De Demonolatriae (1595) without
coming away with the impression that today's leading abduction researchers, who abuse
witnesses with dubious hypnotic techniques to extract information, would have enjoyed a
successful collaboration with the chief inquisitors of yore.



PART I-C
Sixteenth-Century Chronology

The sixteenth century is marked, first and foremost, by extraordinary expansion of the
knowledge of the world, thanks to numerous expeditions to the Americas. In 1519
Magellan leaves for the first voyage around the world; he sails into the Pacific Ocean,
previously unknown to Europeans. As a result, the commercial prominence of
Mediterranean cities decreases, to the advantage of ports like Lisbon and the premier
colonial empires, Portugal and Spain. In Mexico and Peru, explorers find thriving
civilizations and many opportunities for enrichment that help transform European society.

Parallel to the expansion of geographic knowledge, navigation, and trade, the world
undergoes a deep transformation of ideas under the influence of the humanist philosophy
that feeds the Renaissance, blending with mystical notions that refuse to disappear, while
early scientists like Copernicus (1473-1543) and Galileo (1564-1642) use critical
observation and the experimental method to build new theories of the world that conflict
with traditional teachings.

It is the time of Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael in art, and of Martin
Luther in religion. In 1520 the Reformation shakes the foundations of the Catholic church,
which reacts with renewed commitment to its mystical basis: When Ignatius of Loyola
founds the Jesuit Order in 1534, first as a tool against the Moslem religion, and eventually



against Protestantism, he is said to have been threatened by an assassin, who fled when an
angel came down from the sky and confronted him!

Fig. 11: Ignatius of Loyola saved by an angel

Thus reports of unusual phenomena gradually become caught between increasing rational
interest in all natural effects and lingering temptation to attribute them to celestial powers,
in the phraseology of traditional religion- a polarity that has survived to the present day.



162. =
1501, between Urbino and Gubbio, central Italy
Abortions caused by a horrible object in the sky

Professor Carlo Pedretti, specialist of Leonardo da Vinci Studies at the University of
California, has published an article about relations between the "monstrous" and the
Renaissance. He stated that the Florentine physician Antonio Benivieni (1443-1502), who
was interested in monsters from the pathological point of view, mentions a wonder that
took place between Urbino and Gubbio in 1501: "a horrible appearance in the stormy sky
that caused many abortions - what we today call the appearance of a UFO."

Source: Antonio Benivieni, De abditis nonnullis ac mirandis morborum et sanationem
causis, G. Weber, ed., in Academia Toscana di Scienze e Lettere "La Columbaria, " 142
(Florence: Leo S. Olschki, 1994), 190; Carlo Pedretti, La Nazione, 28 July 1979.

163. €
29 September 1504, Tirano, Val Poschiavo, Italy
Abducted by a lady of light

At dawn a man named Mario Omodei, who had gone into his garden, was suddenly
surrounded by a dazzling light and heard a voice that called him by name. At the same



time he felt lifted from the ground and found himself carried away to a land owned by a
man named Alojsio Quadrio. Here, in an even more dazzling vision, an apparition he took
to be Mary instructed him to make public the fact that she wanted a temple dedicated to
her. Indeed it was completed in 1513 and consecrated in 1528.

A priest named Simone Cabasso wrote in 1601 about the adventure of Omodei: "it
seemed that the mountains (...) were illuminated by an unusual light (...) He clearly felt
lifted from the earth, and transported to a garden, and was taken down to the ground." The
luminous apparition looked like a 14-year old girl.

Sources: Gamba, Marino. Apparizioni mariane nel corso di due millenni. Udine: Ediz. 11
Segno (1999); and Cabasso, Simone, Miracoli della Madonna di Tirano. Vicenza: Ed.
Pietro Gioannini (1601).

19 March 1509, Villefranche-du-Rouergue Vehicle interference: Light beings free up
a chariot

A man named Collongis (or Collonges) who was driving a cart across a fork in a shallow
river tried in vain to free it when it became stuck. Having prayed fervently, he saw a being
in a blinding light coming from the East, accompanied by twelve other figures. He took: -
them to be the Virgin Mary and the Apostles. They stepped on thirteen stones local people
used to cross the river and disappeared in the West. As they vanished, Collongis found
that his cart was free from the mud. An investigation by the bishop of Rodez led to the

founding of the Chapel of the Thirteen Stones on July 1 “, 1510.



Sources: Bernard, Gilles and Guy Cavagnac, Villefranche-du-Rouergue, histoire etgenie

du lieu, Ed. Privat (1991), 82, and Chiron, Yves. Enquete sur les Apparitions de la Vierge.
Paris: Ed. Perrin (1955), 65-66. (Credit: Franck Marie)

165.
1513, Rome, Italy: Michelangelo's flying triangle

The celebrated sculptor Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) observed a triangular light

with three tails of different colors. He painted a picture of it but this has not survived.
According to Benedictine chronicler Benedetto Lushino's book Vulnera Diligentis

(second book, chapter XXII) Michelangelo saw a "triangular sign" one calm night.

Fig. 12: Michelangelo



It resembled a star with three tails, one silvery, the second one red, and the third fiery and
bifurcated.

Source: Giovanni Papini, La vita di Michelangiolo nella vita delsuo tiempo (Milano:
Garzanti, 1949), 198-200.

166.
8 November 1517, Moldavia, Romania
An object resembling a face

According to the 17+ century Moldavian chronicler, Grigore Ureche (ca. 1590-1617), "a
great blue sign shining like the face of a man" appeared in the sky. After some time
without moving, it "hid itself in the sky again."

Source: Grigore Ureche, Letopisetul Tarii Moldovei. As published by E. Picot, Chronique
de Moldavie depuis le milieu du XlVe Siecle jusqu 'a l'an 1594 (Paris: E. Leroux, 1878).

167. 5%
April 1518, Yucatan, Mexico: A "star" with rays of light

Spanish conquistador Juan de Grijalva (ca. 1489-1527) wrote: "On this day, in the evening,
we witnessed a big miracle, and it was that there appeared a star above the ship after
sunset, and it moved away, emitting rays of light continuously until it was above the town



or large village, and it left a trace in the air that lasted for three long hours, and we also '
saw other very clear signs, by which we understood that God wanted us to populate that
land..." The village was Coatzalcoalco.

Source: "Itinerario de la armada del rey catolico a la isla de Yucatan, en la India, el ano
1518, en la que fue por Comandante y Capitan General Juan de Grijalva. Escrito para su
Alteza por el Capitan mayor de la dicha armada." In Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta,
Collection de documentos para la historia de Mexico, Volume 1. Mexico (Libraria de J.
M. Andrade, Portal de Agustinos N. 3, 1858), 302.

168.
1520, Hereford, England: Fiery circle flies up

A case with thermal effects was recorded by Lycosthenes in his Prodigiorum ac
Ostentorum Chronicon:

"In 1520 AD in England, at Hereford, a colossal beam of fire was seen in the sky.
Approaching the earth, it burned many things with its heat. After this, it ascended into the
sky again and was seen to change its shape into a circle of fire."

Source: Lycosthenes, op. cit., 527.

169.
1521, Cuenca, Spain: Contact with a flying Alien



Dr. Eugenio Torralba was in contact with "Zekiel," a being who taught him many secrets,
and flew him to Rome. Torralba received such fame by virtue of his new-found
knowledge and medicines that even Cervantes mentioned him in Don Quijote:
"Remember the true story of Dr. Torralba," says Quijote, "who was taken by the devils
through the air...and in twelve hours arrived in Rome..." In 1525 he became the personal
doctor of the widowed queen of Portugal, Leonor.

Zekiel (or "Zequiel"), however, proved to be Torralba's curse as well as a blessing.
The Inquisition didn't take long to find out about the good doctor's dealings with the
entity, and it was soon revealed that Torralba had been physically transported to faraway
places by magical means. Torralba was arrested in 1528 and cruelly tortured, despite his
insistence that he had never entered into a pact with the creature nor gone against the
Catholic faith at any time. He was sentenced to prison on March 6th 1531, but was soon
released and allowed to continue his medical practices on the condition that he never agAlh
had any contact with Zekiel.

Source: Marcelino Menendez y Pelayo, Historic de Jos Heterodoxos Espanoles (Madrid:
La Editorial Catolica, 1978).

170.
1523, Changsu, Jiangsu Province, China
Flying ships, carrying men

The Chinese book Stories in a Summerhouse of Flowers, written by Qiu Fuzuo, includes
an account of an encounter that took place in 1523, in the second year of Emperor
Jianjing's reign. At this time there lived a teacher called Lii Yu in the village of Yujiu.



"One day when it was raining without stopping the teacher observed two ships sailing
over the woolly clouds above the ruins, in front of his house. On these two ships that
measured more than ten fathoms [over sixty feet], two tall men were busying themselves,
each one twelve feet tall and wearing a red hat and multicoloured clothes. They held a
pole in their hands. The ships moved very quickly.

"In the home of the teacher Lii Yu that day there happened to be a score of scholars
who, alerted by Lii Yu, came out of the house and stood next to him to observe the
phenomenon. Then, the men in multicolored clothing passed their hand over the scholars'
mouths; their mouths at once became black and as a result none of them could speak. At
that moment, they saw a man, escorted like a mandarin, dressed like an old scholar,
emerge on one of the ships accompanied by a bonze. A long time after this, the ships flew
away, as if carried by the clouds, and descended again a kilometer away, in a cemetery.
The ships set off again; the scholars felt their mouths return to normal. But five days later,
Ju Lu died, though nobody knows why."

Source: Shi Bo, La Chine et les Extraterrestres, op.cit., 42.

171. ¢

1526, Rome, Italy: Demonic transportation

The Italian inquisitor Paulus Grillandus, whose Tractatus de Hereticis et Sortilegiis had
almost as much impact as the Malleus Maleficarum, wrote that a countryman in Rome
saw his wife take all her clothes off and go out of the house.



The next morning he asked his wife where she had been all night. At first she refusal:
to tell him, but when he started to become more aggressive she told him she went to a
witch gathering. He demanded that she take him with her the next time, and not long after
this they were both "transported" by two he-goats. However, she warned her husband not
to pronounce the word "God" during his time with the demons, to which he agreed. The
man saw many famous people at the meeting, all of whom declared their devotion to the
Devil in a ceremony. There was a dance and a banquet. The man noticed that the food on
the table lacked salt. Of course, salt has purifying qualities associated with warding off
evil spirits and was therefore shunned by demons and fairies alike. The man was unaware
of this fact, much to his misfortune. He asked for the salt and, when he thought he had it in
his hand, exclaimed, "Thank God, the salt has come!"

Suddenly, everything disappeared before his eyes. Men, women, tables and dishes
evaporated and everything went dark. He found himself naked in the countryside, in the
cold night. At dawn he met some shepherds who informed him he was near Benevento,
some 100 miles from Rome. They gave him something to eat and clothes to wear, and
eventually he found his way home, begging for money on the way. When he reached
Rome, starving and exhausted, the first thing he did was to report his wife, who was
forced to confess and promptly burnt at the stake.

Medieval demonologists, similar to today's abductionists, could be divided into two
broad groups: the skeptics and the "true believers." The sceptics regarded the whole
subject of transvection as a mental illusion that gave a person the sensation of being lifted
bodily by devils and taken through the sky. There was no need or precedent for complex
psychological theories as such illusions were generally attributed to dark Satanic forces. In
fact, it was heretical to think otherwise: "The act of riding abroad may be merely illusory,
since the devil has extraordinary power over the minds of those who have given
themselves up to him, so that what they do in pure imagination, they believe they have '
actually and really done in the body."



Some researchers have speculated on the possibility that some, if not all, abductions
and encounters occur in altered states of consciousness and not in the physical world as

we know it.

Source: Malleus Maleficarum: The Classic Study of Witchcraft, Part 1, Question I, 7, trar
Montague Summers (London: Bracken Books, 1996).

172.
1528, Utrecht, Netherland: Yellow object in the sky

"Cruel and strange observation" of a yellow object in the sky, flying over during the siege
of the city. The inhabitants of Utrecht panicked, while attackers took it as a sign of
impending success. Lycosthenes writes: "At the time the city of Utrecht was heavily
besieged, a terrible sign was seen in the sky which threw the town inhabitants into dismay
and the enemies into the hope of capturing the town. For a sign in the sky, rese