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CHAPTER ONE 

GS 
From the birth of 

a promising source 

associated with German y 

generation anxious to build 

groups and societies 

tft!lliJII:llpeaJe~d,.A:o the latent patriotism of a 

eDI~Y from the ruins of the old. 

German has a rich tradition of rganization for 
outh . Over the decade , there hav b en 

group with a vari ty of belief: and p 1 ua ion , 
including Pfadfindm; or bo out, organization that 

promoted little be ond good fellow hip and camp 
fire camaradie. t the end of World War Il , apologi ts 
for Tazi e1·many tended to link the Hitler Jugend, or 
Hitler Youth, 11rith the oULing fraternity, ugg ting 
that its activities were largely confined to ompetitiv 

ports and ounu-y ramble . 
T hi w certain ly a vi w that new r I and th 

azi propaganda machine were keen to encolllage. 
Bm thi wa only pan of th tOI)'. oon after ecuring 
power in 1933, Hitle•· announced hi intention to cre­
ate a tate in which trict obedience and di cipline 
were mandatory with th har he t p naltie b ing 
re e rved for dissenter . There was to be a very specific 

role for erman youth, who w re be mu tered a 
in tru ments of war. The Filhrer' rou ing call for a 
'Thou and Year Reich' and hi proclamation that, 
'He alone who own the youth gain the future'. 
awoke a latent patrioti m within the Gennan people, 

Left: Adolf Hitler, as Chancellor, bows to President von 

Hindenburg at a memori.al service in Berlin inJLme 1934. 

Immediately on Hindenburg' death Hitler merged the 

offices of ChanceUor and President to become Der Fiilzrer. 

who had till th n be n crippled b cynici m. A n-
tation of youth was urging the r birth of a G rman ' 

that had endured the twin fe e of political agitation 

and treet violence during the Weimar Republic. 

PATRIOTIC fERVOUR 
At general mobilization in 1914, Gennan had been 

gripped b · a patriotic £ rvour and had faith in ulti­
mate vi to . In th Reich tag, diffi r ne had b en 
et aside. Kai er Wilhelm Il, with his withered arm 

and imp rial ambition , had proclaimed triumphant­
! : 'I ee no partie an ' more, onJ Gen11an .' B 

ovemb r, th G 1man advanc on the We t rn 
Front toward Pari had b n halt d on th Marn 
river. The Gennan Fourth Arm 1vas gi\·en the order 
to cut through the defence that had b en ·rab­
lished by the AJlie b tween Ypre and the Channel. 
The few r gular oldi r in the Fourth m1y were 
main! ' oung volunteer , many of th m tudents and 
schoolbo who, with their last ear at chool remit­

ted , had warm d with nthu ia m to th colour . 
1' pical of them was Waiter Fl x, a choolteacher' 

on, who d dared: 'We need a tough, hard-headed 
national id ali m that i pr par d for every acrifice. ' 

[iddle-clas young men, impatient with politicians 
and theori ts, b lieved fi.nnl that victOI)' in th war 
would be fumbling 
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SS-H ITLERJ U GEN D 

older generation. lnd d, th pot nt ideali m of 
Flex' contemporarie , who rejected the rhetoric of 
both L ft and Ri ht, had already led to the founda­
tion of the Ger·man youth movement dedicat d to 
freedom, embodi d by the Hlmdervogel, or 'Bird of 
Pa ag ', organization. Follow r empha ized th 
redi cO\·ery of natur· , a rejection of materiali m and 

an awaren of pr -indu trial way of life. Memb rs 
were keen to adopt an individual, often r·ustic le of 

dre , and gr eted one anoth r wi.th. 'HeiC. 

The year before the outbreak of World \Nar I aw 
the c 11l nary of th Batde of th ation at Leipzig, 
in whi h Pru ian , ustrian and ennan fore had 
deci ively beaten apoleon. In commemoration , 
Kais r Wilhelm II unveiled a monument at the cene 
of th fighting. Th l\andei1Jogel and oth r I agu of 
youth seized on the occa ion to come together under 
th bann r of the Biindisc/U!jugend. Fe tival ofYoud1 
wa held on th evenin of 11 October when roup 
of boy and girl , including ocialists and tudents 

from the n arby univer itie of 1arburg, ouing n 
and J ena, converged on a ite at me Ho he Me is ner, 
a mountain oum of Ka el. he area wa teeped in 
romantic legend; here, accor·ding to ancient fo lklore, 
liv d Frau Holle, the legendary maker of now. One 
p aker d clar d, The Fr G rman Youth i deter­

mined to shape its own life, to be re ponsible to itself 

and guided by me innate ~ eling of truth. To defend 
this inner lib rt , the clo e their ranks.' 

With the outbreak ofwar in ugust 1914 came the 

b Li f that th conflict would we p away th machin­
erl' of capitalist bureaucrac , together with the materi­

al i m o many of th Wandei1Jogel d pi d. Di illu ion 
not long in coming. In Fland r , the X VI 

Re erve Cor·p of me Fourth Army was ent into battle 

wim ord r to rak m villag of Langemar k, a 
heavily-defended strongp int I ithir me Briti h po i­
tion. The XXVI Re erve orp , made up from oung 
volunteers, was all but ann ihilated. 't tl1i day d1e 
vi itor to the alient i faced with a cemetel)' contain­

ing 2 ,000 otdi r , buri d to eth r in a mas grav . 
Abov th hao of battl at Lang mar k, accord-

ing to legend, an ardent voice could be heard 
intoning th futur rman national anthem, 

8 

Deu/ rhland Lied, Deu/ eh/and iiber A/le . The \'Oice ,, .. 

taken up by other until there wa mas ·inging amid 
the thund r of the En ti h un . While the tre tcher 
b ar r and th m di u·oy to remo\'e the wounded 

and the dead, the inging could be heard acro s tl1e 
battl fi Id, uncea in eYen whit kno of univor , 
clutching their rifle , returned to th aCLion. 

What ver the truth of the legend, Langemarck 
rv d a u ful pr paganda, which tlle J azi w r 

quick to exploit when later sacrifice were required b 

rman }'Outh. Th h ady romantici m and 'Outhfu l 
idealism that character-ized th Wandrrvogel wa oar -

cned by th ' ufferin of war. \". ithin ome of me 
·outh group , onl prai for m virtu of p ant 
life un1ved intact. 

Along ide tl10 who tro,·e t k p the id at of 
th Wandnv ogel aliv were uch group a the 
Biindische Jugend, who e follower· looked back to the 
hi htights of erman militar hi tOl)', tl1 ir faction 
adopting such title as Bismarck, Tannenberg, Hindmberg 

or chamhorst. On of the mo t significant indication 
of d1e way in which uch group wer·e developing was 

a wide pread adoption of uniform . Th e often LOok 
th form of hons and a particular· colour of hirt, 

whether white, blue, brown or gre . Distinctive head­
g ar, notably th b r t, was wid I favoured and th re 
were individual emblem and banners. 

MUNICH PUTSCH 
November· 1923 aw Hitler, in a disastrous mi ~udge­

ment. make a bid in Munich to eiz power and ov r­
t!H·ow the state government of Bavaria. The attempt 

nded in far e: Hitl r wa arr t d and ntenced to 

five )' ar ' p nal rvitud , although h wa rele d 
under amnesty within the year. During that time, 
19- ear-old u tav Adolf Lenk wa leader of d1 
jugendbund, an adjunct of the brown- hirted 

turmabteilunu ( LOrm Troop r ·) , or A. Lenk wa 
oon facin a rival, how ver. 

Right: Members of the Bi marclljugeud, one of the youth 

groups which had always been on the political Right and 

which lost little lime in proclaiming its alliance to Adolf 

- Hitler after be became Chancellor in January 1933. 

BEGINNINGS 
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Kurt ruber was a 20-rear-old law student who had 

formed th GromiPulsche jugendbewegung (GDJB. 
Greater G rman Youth 10\· ment). In an en uing 

po11·er truggle, Gruber emerged as the predominant 
force, hi organization b in recognized as the offi­
cial ~·outh mov m nt of the ational ociali t 
German Workers (Nazi) Pany. Dllling the our e of 
the econd RPich parteitag (National Party Rally) at 
Weimar in Jul r 1926, the GDJB was renam d Hitler 

jugend, Bund Deut cher Arbeiterjugmd (Hitler Youth, 
Union of German Worker Youth) , ine,~tabl hon­

en d to H itler Jugend. ruber wa appointed 
RL'lclzifiihrer with re p n ibility for Youth Affa ir 
throughout the whole of erman r and u uia. 

Left: Prescribed uniforms and insignia were low to 

evolve in the early days of the Hitler }uge11d, as this 

picrure at an H] raUy on 1 Ma 1933 clearly shows. The 

distinctive H] badge was yet to be adopted. 

BEGINN ING S 

Hitler, while careful to prai e the end avours of 
the Hitler Youth , was at the ame Lime notoriou ly d i -
tru tful f any group within hi , ationaJ o iali · t 
organization that might po e el'en the remot t 
threat. To make ur Gruber' pow r remain d 
trictly li mited, Hitler appoint d a pow rfu l con·ec­

tive in Hauptmann Franz F lix Pfeffer \'On alomon, a 
PnLS ian of Huguenot extraction and alr ady a veteran 
Nazi. He had en·ed in We tpha lia a memb!!r of th 
Freikorp , the private anny of ex- oldiers that was 

rai d at the end of the World War I. fore ignifi­
cantl •, YOn alomon had en ·ed as hief of th 
and, as Hitler intended, the links with th 
Troopers remained. 

Below: The Hitler jugerzd was organized on a regional 

basis. This map shows the variou districts in 1938, after 

the Alzschluss (union) with Austria and the absorption of 

the Sudetenland into the Greater German Reich. 
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mo t formidable pre e nce was Ern t 
Rohm, the hardline pro!' ional oldier who c n id­

red hi torm Tro per to be the very e en e of the 
1 azi re1·olution. By tl1e end of 1931 , the ranks of the 

's bmwn- hirted bull ' bo , addicted to intimida-

1t 

tion and tr t viol nee, had been expanded to 
170,000 men. Thi con tin1ted th main r. rce witl1in 
th · 1ational o iali t Party, a truth that was rec 

niz d by another mergin member of the A, 
Baldur von ch irach. To many von hira ·h' 

emed incongruou for high office 
under tl1e 1azi . The celebrated Am rican journali t 
and pre-war· Berl in corr po ndent William hirer 
wro te , "Baldur von hirach . .. looked rath r like a 
I ek, h allow meri an colleg boy the kind who 

BEG I NNINGS 

left: Hitler and Ernst Rohm head of the Stun11 Abfeifrmg 

(Storm Troopers or A) which initiaUy controlled the 

H itler ]ugeud. The two organizations frequen tly made 

joint appearances at party raUie until the faU of the A. 

made a ood eh erl ader at football game ." Yon 
hira h did indeed have merican ance try: hi 

mo the r ' ide included two ignatorie to the 

Declara tion f Independence and a randfather who 
had been a nion officer and a casualty at the Battle 
of Bull Run. he r cord of his father was mor 
appro priat : Car! Baile ·- orri · von hira h had 
been an office r in th Carde-Kuras in Regiment of 
Kai r V\ ilhelm It. 

on ch irach edged him If im th exclu ive 
cir·cle of leadin azi while at unive ity in Munich, 

tudying art hi tory and German folklor . Th higher 
reache of the part • certain ly w I omed him for hi 

rganizational abilit , but a ta lent for· imrigu , all ied 
witl1 a peciou charm , car e ly ndear d him to the 
rough and ready treet-fighting ech elon of the torm 
Trooper . 1 or did he find a warm ha1· n in the 
1 ational iaJi t tud nt · ciation , thou h h 

eventuall ucceed d in elbowin ou t its Reicl!sfiihrer, 
Wilhelm Tempel. 

STRUGGLE FOR POWER 
Kurt Cruber, though, was a tougher· propo ition , and 
was not pr pared to relinqui h h i p wer bas ''ith­
out a truggle. In a bid to demon trate that he was not 
vo n alomon ' er a ture , he won a cone ion that 
1 - •ear-old Hitler Youth memb r w r no longer 
obliged to tran fer to the . With ome ju titi ca tion, 
Grub r could argue to Hitle r that hi achiev m nts 
were con iderable. From 0 branche in 1926, hi 
mov m nt had expanded b 1929 to around 4 0 
branche , the member hip having ri en from 700 in 
1926 to 13,0 0 in 1929. 

one of tl1i , howe1'er, was to th mste of Ern t 
Rohm, who lo t no tim i11 making it cl ar that he want­
ed even finner c ntrol over the the Hitler Youth. 
Rohm on iderable influence 01· r Hider. to e t11er 
11~th von chirach ' clo e p rsonal upport, had it.s 
effect peremptory directive i ued on 27 pril 1931 

13 
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BEGINNINGS 

made it clear that rub rw uld b dir tly ubordinat 
to Rohm as hief of Laff of the A. What was more, 

Rohm was given the power of apprm'in th app int­
ment of enior memb 1 f th SA. The final humilia­
tion w the instruction that Gruber r locat to 
Munich. He had made hi headquarters in Pion in 
axony, where he\ out of Rohm' easy r ach; now he 

would have to endure the br athing down hi n k. 

RASH PROMISE 
In respon e to a ne ring comm nt from Rohm that 
the Hitler Youth could carcely mu tet· 2-,000 

follower , Gmber made the rash promi e to doubl 
member hip to -o,O b the end of 1931. It was an 

impo ible undertaking and the new from Muni h 
headquart of rub r ' 're ignation ' \ not I ng 
in coming. By an tandard it had been a qualid 
power battle. Hitler was anxiou t divert anenti n 
fr m thi , and wiftly publi hed a new directive: 

'Within the framework of the upr me 
ommand, a new ffi , Reichsjugendfiihrer, has been 

created. The Reich.sjugendfiihwr is directly re pon ible 
to the hi f of taff of the . To the po ·t of 
Reich Uugendfi1hrer J appoint party member von 

chirach ... He keep th hi f of taff inform d 
about all organizati nal problem of the ·outl1 for­
mation with pecial empha i on tho e affai which 
involve the . Hi rank i that of a Crupptmfiilwer, hi 
unifot·m h et to be determined.' 

On 30 Januat 1933, Hitler had for ed a ucce ful 
all iance with t11 par of the ationali lS and the 
German Ri ght, and wa cntru ted with the 

hancellor hip. Barely five month lat r, he gave \'On 
chirach the new and more grandiose tit le of 

Jugendfii.hrer des Deutschen Reich -Youth Leader f 
nnan . on chirach' new r pon ibilitie included 

th authority to make sure that no new outh rgani­
t.ation could b f, rmed without hi p rmi ion: it 
n ed hardly b aid that he never gave it. The official 

Left: Reichj ugendsfiillrer Baldur von Schirach takes the 

salute at a march past of Hitler Jugend me mbers. Marche 

and mass demon tration became increasingly frequent 

during pre-war days under von chirach's guidance. 
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policy now was GIRicl tellung. far a lhe Hitl r 
Youth wa c n erned, thi m ant n L onl • tl1e ·coor­
dination ' and 'integration· of all oth r oth r youth 

organization , but al o a wtal ban on uch oi·ganiza­
tions. Tho e political a o iation who organizers 
f, ndly b li ' 'ed they wet·e exempt from th new rul­

ing w re quick! ' di abu ed. 
It i a t thi point in tl1e dev lopment f th Hitler 

Youm tll at the movem Ill began lO take o n an even 
more militaristic complex ion. The childr n of Tazi 

erman · were lOb ome weapon of war, 11 rged and 
tempered from lh v ry mom nt f birth. 

Th azification of the German bo b gan ev n 
befor he was ligibl lO join the l eutschesjunguolk, a 
ort of preparawry h I !hat led to memb rship of 

th Hitlet· Youth at l-4-. In thejunguolk, he was a Pimpf 

11 

(Au uian term for' hrimp'), r ceivin an edu ation 
nv ntional 

cho I . Pimpf1 in itiation te t, after which he 
recei,·ed hi first ceremonial dagger, con i red of 
learning and reciting ke pas age of 1at:i dogma, 
togemer wim v rse from the Hor. 1 I.Vessel Leid. Before 
long, the in fa nt head w exp cl d t tak in l:h 
rul of I m ntary war game , and the }'Oung ch ild 
wa a l o xpected to take pan in fund-rai ing. 
Innocence wa qu ick to die; a to circulating amo ng 
th par nts of Pimpfs wa ab ut the mother of a 

Below: The public view of the Hitler }11gend was of gather­

ings where everyone was united in good feUo hip and 

camp fire camaraderie. It was an image that the Nazis 

were keen to fo ter. 

te n- ear-old who had asked him to play with the littl 
girl n xt door on] , to be told harply, ' It's out of the 
que Lion. I'm in uniform.' 

Von chirach went on to head the Reichsjugend­

Jiilmmg, an elephanti n bureaucratic body that con­
tro lled a erie of territ tial commands, termed th 
Obergebiet and Gebiet. riginall , these commands 
corre pond d to !he 1 tate of the rman R ich , 
the large t being Pm sia, which o cupi d mor than 
half of rmany' · total area. To accommodate den e­
Iy populated region , ome of me t rritorial com­
mand w re ubdivided into mo1·e implified zone . 
For in tance, me Gebiet of axon was tructured in to 
five Obergebiet, which w re th main controlling 

BEGINNINGS 

Above: The cultivation of physical fitness was a 

preoccupation of the Hitler Jugend. Competitive sporting 

events, such as this one attended by enthusiastic 

supporters during the early 1930 , were held frequently. 

command of the area. t tl1e head of each chain f 

command was a Gebietrfiihrer a rol combined with 
that of j unguolk Gebietrfiihm; since hi command 
ext nd d to junio . Th n can1e th unit trength 
wil:hin the Hitler } ugend and me j unguolk dominated 
by Kameradsrhafl which could include up to 15 boy . 

nits d ignated char, nterbann and Bann (approx­
imiating to Troop or Band ) and Gefol chajl ( earn ) 
were ach in the cat·e o f an individual Fiihrer (Leadet·). 
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on hira h' intention to Otwert each and eveq· 
Hitler Youth member tO accept Lhe etho of war 
reached its mo t pectacular xpr ion on 20 pril 
1936 when Hitlet- was pre en Led with a unique birth­

da pre ent - every ingle b and girl in th Rei h 
who had be n born in 1926 was imited to 'volunteer' 
to join the jungvolk, the girl to b memb r of the 

Jungmadel, · oun Iaiden '. 

Thi laborate ceremon , exhibited von chirach· 
con iderable flair for o•-ganization and ta e manag -

m nl. Th ttin wa th Ordensburg in Marienburg, 
East Pru ia, clo e to the Poli h frontier. It was an 
apposite choice inc the Orden bwgen w r the o-
call d 'Order tie ' of the Third Reich, recallin 
th activitie of the Order of Lhe ~ uwnic Kni h of 
the 14th and 1 th c nturi . Th knight! ot-der was 
b d on the prin iple of total obedi ne w th 
Ordenmei.ster; who d er d th G rman onque t of 
the lavic land and the n lavements of its people . 

11 

Above: The Nuremberg rally in 1936. The Hitler Jugend 

played a key role in these spectacular demon trations of 

azi power. peech , marches, parades. flags and music 

were all geared to arouse frenetic support for Hitler. 

For thejungvolk, th group for hildren of age 10 
t 14, Marien burg was an experience that in pi red 
awe. mid the ombre light of candl and torch , 
the fl dglin were to wear the oath that would b 
repeated on each ub equent 20 pril , ven as fat in 
th war 20 prill94-: 

J promi c 

1n the Hit! r Youth 
To Do My Out 
At al l tim 

In love and faithfu l ne 
To help the Fiihrer 

oh lp me d 

Th oath-taking was o•·chestrated by fanfar of 
fife<; and drum , including th refrain Y orwiirts, 

1•onviirl , chmellern die hellen Fanfaren ' - ·forward. 
forward , the bright trumpets flare.· Progres ivel •, th 
Hitler Youth movement to k over the live of i mem­
bers. ,·er the weeks and month , parents who 

believed at fir t that their on were m •·ely ome ort 
of glorified bo outs, wiftl • realiz d their mi take. 
lt was made cl ar that a hild •·eturning home w 

doin o on official leav , for a pecifi d period. 
Bemu d parents were confronted b their Jtmgvolk 

son proud! brandi hing a knife re embling a 
lfehrmacht dagger, and wearing a uniform \ ·ith 

Jungvolk in ignia and the inevitable brown hirt. Th 
etho of the move m nt w xemplifi d b a b oklet, 
Deul che l olk, publi hed in Hall e. It featur d a full 

page photograph of Reichsjttgendfiihrer von chirach, 

Below: Tbejungvolk of the Hitler jugend, its youngest 

members, some of whom are pictured here, were expect­

ed to play their full part in the gymnastic displays which 

were a highspot of the azi Party rallie . 

BEG I NNINGS 

b low which wa printed : ' Let u proclaim the 
purpo e r our Iiv : the war ha pre en·ed us for the 
coming war·. 

Then came a decree from Hitler tl1at chool wa 
compul oq· for five da a week, but aLUrda (at 
I a t) were re erYed for the Hit! r Youth. The Hit! r 
Youth Camp in 1unich wa dominated b r soa.-ing, 

quat pylon topped by naming beacon and giant 
wastikas. Here , on arrival, the bo could car el 

avoid eeing th giam hoarding with it tern 
injuncti.on: 'Wir sind z.u sterben fur Dettl chland geboren ' 

- 'We ar b rn to die for Germany. ' The da ' began 
wilh a general flag parad at 7 a.m. 

B yond the guarclhou e, entry-po t huts and 
khaki tents lay th por ar a. ctivitie there were 
not intended met-ely to pmduce trong and h allhy 

citizen , di tingui hed in th long jump or in the 
l 00-yard re la . On the ground were long white line , 
and while it i true that the e re embled running 

tape , an veteran of the tr nche would have recog­
ni ed Lheir r al purpo e. They wer of the kind 

pegged into th ground at night to guide troop to 

11 
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in from-line 11 ire, to monar and machine­
gun a sault po ition . 

·outh was al o taught h r h w to outflank a 

machine gun po t, how to take co\·er, and how to 

a embl at a po iti n with maximum p ed and 

minimum ri k. In addili n , there was an outdoor rifle 

range and an ordnance le ture theatre, i wall · ov­

er d with map-r ading harts and ta ti al diagrams. 

Tables were littered with gun and riile compon n , 

hell and bull . The w apon were tripp d and 
bi e t d to di p lay their working parts. 

Two Briti h journali ts w r imited tO att nd a 

imilar camp at Ml'tn hen-Giadba h in nonhwe t 

Germany, where the emphasi on milita1 train ing 

was bviou . f th rep ner wrote: 

ZD 

' Pre en tl~·. a company of about 0 b y of 11 year· 

of age arrived. They we•·e in charge of a quadron 

leader aged 16. He wa th m t exactin maninet r 
hav ev r had the plea ure of me Ling. He told u , 
with di ·gust in hi voice, that alLhough th had had 

man · drilll n th were till unabl to march with 

military pr ion. Eve•:·one was agreed on th n r-

mity of thi crime. ur martinet fri nd drill cl hi 

quad for a wh il , and then gave up in di gu t. He 
informed u he would take them to th milita ry 

Below: Even after a full week of conventional chooling, 

boys were obliged to devote at least one da of the 

weekend - if not both day -to Hitler Jugend activities, 

notably fitn ess and sports. 

and me pr p r marchin . \Ve a c mpanied them 

to the military camp about a mi le away. Thre th u­

o;and oldi r wer ther , the first time ince 1919. B 

-.ix o ' lock that night tho e littl boy f 

11 ha I ach ieved Lhei•· leader' life-time ambition, th y 
would march witl1 military preci ion. There wa a 

'imile of happine and on ten unent on their face . ' 
mall boy kno ked · on the door on ome 

errand or other. H was ent ou id fi\·e tim ~ r not 

clicking hi heel as he aid "Heil Hitler" b for 

b ginning to p ak to hi upc.-ior office•·· · 
Although the boy· wer theoreti ally fr to return 

hom on unday , con iderable pres ure was put n 

them to tay and their paren to let them do . o. 

Pastor Kahn, the official haplain to the Hillerjugend, 

prot ·t d in a Ion indignant memorandum to the 

BEG I NNINGS 

Above: porting activities within the Hitler jugend were 

oon taking on a militaris tic complexion as Germany 

pre pared for war. The e yoW1g ters are practi ing 

grenade-throwing with dummy weapons. 

Reirlzsjugendfiihrer that o l ly warlik and un- hri tian 

b haviour was being inculcated in lhe youth on the 

abbalh. on chirach ignored the prote 
Time was playing into hi hand: th 1930 

advanced, th phy i al training and open air-life 

upe1 eded any other activicy for rman youth. The 

pro had only one end- to construct uitable human 

mat rial as train d fi hters for the anned ervice . Thi 

view was echoed obedi ntl ' by lh new paper An{fri!f 
( ttack) whi h wrote that the Hitler Youtl1 •·epre ent cl 

'a new t)'p , a her ic type, the child and oulh who 

Zl 
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Left: Or Ley, head of the Reich Organization, greets 

graduates from Adolf Hitler Schulen who have 

di ti.ngui b ed themselves in the front line. Younger 

members can be seen in the background. 

will di for hi id at as the older oldier does in w·.at·.' 

But too often th r ality was m what diffi rent: the 
new and heroic type were o exhaust d aft r th 
mandatory weekend camp that the were lumped 
a Jeep at their de ks on Monday morning. 

Th indoctrination continued during the week. 
Young ter went horn from chool at the nd of the 
da with in tructions to badger their paren for roy 
that 1 re .reali tic model of aircraft and tanks. Any 
parent unwi e enough to refu e was apt to find that 
n \ of hi d fianc reached the teacher at the Adolf 

H itler chulen, who common! work d under the 
ini ter hadow of the Gestapo. Ane t could be on 

the imp! ha.rge f b ing ·unworthy of the name of 

a Gem1an parent.' 

NAPOLAS 
ttendance at th dolf Hitler chul.en was, however, 

merel a pr lud . Ahead of the younger pupil la the 
much more prestigiou ationalpolitische Erziehun -

anstallen, th ational Political In titute or apolas. 

It \ as ignificant that the anteceden of th apolas 

were the cadet in titute for the training of future 
officers in Tmp 1ial rman ' and more particu larly, 
in Pru ia, where they had been found d by King 
Fr de lick William I, the father ofFrederick the Great. 
Within the e chools, the tructur mirrored that of 
the arm . There w re 'platoons' rather than school 
form , and a far a po ible the tradition of an 
hi torically famous German regiment were followed. 
Th re was con iderable mpha i on military exerci e , 
which could include the captur of a defended 
en em blidg or being dropped from the id car unit 

in unfamiliar territory. 
There was one tumbling b lock. The law prohibited 

the handling of fireann b youths under the age of 
1 un le upervi d by competent adul . ince mo t 
mar· man hip upervisors were them elve often f 
the ame age adjudication was required at the 
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highe t le\'el. Heinrich Himmler. a national p li e 
chief, tepp din reinterpreting 'competent adult' to 
include these supervi or . Himmler '. influenc 
extend d till further. In 1936, he began upplying 
th Hitler Youth with trainer and weapon instructor 
from the 

NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES 
Th growin pow r of the - and th au ndant 
d dine of the A- was illustrated dramatically dudng 
the viol nt last w ekend of June 1934. Hitler, u in 
the pret xt of an all ged plot by the t rm Trooper , 
su·uck down Ernst Rohm and core of hi follow 
The ignifican of thi wa not lo t n von chira h , 
who re lized how uncertain the holding of power 
could be in azi erman r. The ncroaching mili­
tari m of th Hitler Youth was of dubiou b nefit to 
him p rsonall r, ince it er-ved to highlight hi own 

ine" per-ience in eni e matt 1 . hi honcoming 
had air ady b n pinpointed by ugu t Heissmeyer, a 
civil en-ant ·pecializing in education, who had ri n 
t b a ni r in pector within the NafJoln. 

Anxiou to enhance hi own tanding, H i · mey r 

" "a careful to curry favour with B rnhard Rust, who 
in plil 1934 had become Education Minister for tl1e 

Reich. Ru ta l o held th rank of Obngru/JPenfuhrn; 
givin him do ace to S. Reidtsfiihrer Heinrich 
Himmle1·. Furtl1ermore, he \\'a! firm ly f th pinion 

that von hira h lacked th ne ary xper-ience 
and maturity to u-ain an elite. All of which prompted 
the ob,iou que tion: \\'ho lid? 

l uch though Himml r might ha,·c wi hed it, uch 
u-aining ould not be canied out effective) · b th 

~'elfiJgungstrupJJen ( ombat Troop ) . th for runner of 
th Waffin -..' - Armed - which \\'aS itself in the 
proce · of deYelopment. Only th · Am1 had the nece 
sary expe•icnc and re urce . a tmth that brought ,·on 

hirach into dir t confli twith one of i ri. in mem­

bers, Oberst!RUtnrmt Enl'in Johanne Eu n Romm I. 

Right: Hitler jugend at Wreze n s ta tion wai t to embark on 

trains for Brandenburg to he lp with the harvest in 1939. 

Hitler ]ugend members played an increasingly important 

role in the economy, both b efore and during the war. 

Z4 
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Rommel was the on of a wabian choolmaster and 
held the Pour le t\Jerite, rman r' hi h t decorati n of 
\\'orld War I. In 1937, he was an in tructor at the War 

cad m at Potsdam, and he was igned to the Hitler 
Youth with the p cific task of up rvi ing g n ral tan­
dards of train ing and discipline. 

Rommel' relation with von chirach w re 
trained from the tart. The latter' a1Togance and 
elf-indulg ne , 1 hich included a chauffeur-driven 

car, grated on the older battle-hardened oldi r, 
~ ho e lili t le was one of almost monkish a u terity. 
In th cour e of a nationwide tour of the Hill rYouth 
camp , Rommel made it clear that, t110ugh h regard d 
rh ir p r nn 1 a future manpower for the 
Welmnacht he ~ It that the were being overfed on 
ideology, frequently at the expense of both their basic 

Below: Field exercises took on an increasingly aggressive 

air, which was obviously to the taste of the e boys. A 

wide variety of flags and permants were used, ranging 

from crossed swords to skull and crossbones. 

education and e sential parami li.ta1 rrammg. To 

r medy the ituation, Rommel ought to act a 
mediator berwe n the military and von Schirach. Th 
latter, en in intrigue , prote ted vehern ntly and 

r lation b t:ween th rwo m n '"ors n d \'en furth r. 
\ on chirach ' talent for in trigue was unabated. 

Ind ed, Alfred Jodl, hief of p ration taff at 
Oberkormnando d<!r Welmnacht (OKV! ) , confided to hi 

diary that the former was 'Trying to break up the 
do e coop ration initiated b rw n th Welmuacht 
and the Hitler j ugend and Oberstleutnant Rommel. · 

Romm I told von hirach bluntly that, if h wi h d 
to b I ader of a paramilitary force he hould fir t 

become a oldier him elf. The di pute led to 

Rornmel' withdrawal, at any ra t for the tim being, 
and the ce ation of an • for·mal 1·elation hip between 

Right: Erwin Rommel's bid to assist in the training of a 

future armed Hitler jugend resulted in a per ooality clash 

~ ith Baldur voo chirach which robbed the latter of a 

valuable source of practical military experience. 

BEGINNINGS 
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the -my and the H iller Youl11 . Von hirach had to 

cont nt him elf with a ingle act of petty spite: he aw 
to it that Rommel did not r cei\· th gold n bad e of 

the 1-/it/Prjugmd. 
But with rmany im nt on war, the now LOok 

centre tage at the expen e of th \Vehnnacht. It wa a 
I gical progr ion from the 1920 , when the 
formed the nu leu of a full • arm d unit, initially as a 
bod ·guard fo r the Fuhret· but developing to two clivi-
ion by 1939. Its influenc wa profound on on of 

the Hitler Youth' most e lite organi ation, th HJ 
treifendiensl, or Patrol er\ice. Formed in December 

1936, thi had a t d an int rnal police fore , keep­
ing o rder at the ral lie and camp . Le s than two )'eat·s 
late r. it wa tOtally reor nized a a on of preparato-

chool f01· the . In that y ar, too, the Hitler ou th 
wa fir t running weekend colll e in field exe t·ci e 

( Gelande port) and rifle h ooting. Initially, its own p r­
sonnel, togethet· with an in take from the Wehmwclzl, 

were providing the in trucwr . Thr e ea later, o n­
clition were ve t) ' differen t: weekend cow e v way 

to wughening-up camp - Wehrertuchtigungslager ( H'E 
Lager). Boys bet>veen the age of 161 

2 and 18 were put 
through a three-week cour e for an award who e plll·­

po e was I ar-K chein, r V\ ar Training rtificate. 
oon , training was literally taken to the streets. In 

Jun e 1939 -GruptJPnjiihrer Dr J o han n e Meyer, 
head of the Feumchutzpolizei (Fir Protection Police), 
m t Hi tler Youth leadet·s to et up the HJ 
Feuerw chdiensl (HJ Fire Defence quad ), r ady tO 
tackle the effect of air raid on German town and 
citie . ven more crucially, in the year that wat· broke 
out, the azi Party LOok control of th life of every 
German boy and girl between the ages of 10 and 1 : 
Hitler Youl11 memb r hip b came compul ory. and 
ahead lay a war in which th growing horta f 

h omeland personnel would mean a pecial task for 

ach child. ing ong around the campfire all too 
oon became a distant memory. 

Right: Hitler Jugend in 1938 at the last of the uremberg 

rallies. For Nuremberg itself, a citadel of azism, it was 

also a last hurrah. ix yea later the Old City became 

the target for Allied bomber raids. 

BEGINNINGS 
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CHAPTER TWO 

As the war turned ~t 

were combed for manp 

r Youth training camps 

me~~()ds of coercion applied. 

Boys as young as 17 wereljpn~ss-«ftt~E!d J'ltrtte~~ recruiting officers 

J:,Mnzc~r Division Hitletjugend. 

""{ A Ji th the outbreak of war in pt mber 1939, the 
V V indoctrination of the Hitler outh w tepped 

up. In florid term , the legend of Langemarck con­

tin ued to be evoked by 1azi propagandi 
'The myth of the acrifice in the World War of 

ermany' youth ha giv n to the po t-war outh a 
n w faith and a n w trength to unfold tl1e ideal of 
National ociali m ... From the e ·p 1·i n of the 
World War was born tl1 id a of ational Sociali m. 
Out of its annie came the fmnt line o ldier. · 

Th ept mber 1940 i u of th magazin Pimpf 
treat d its r ad rs to a pr poem on 'the gentle 
heart of the Fiihre•·' , in toning: 

' 'ow all nnan h arts b long to me Fiihrer. Hi 
hand i · the fate of our Famerland. All that happen , 

tha t dete rmine our pr nt, i hi will. .. The hand of 
the Fiihr r I a u .' 

The recruiting office. wer be ieged b impati nt 

v uth pr pared to go to aim t any length to be 
ace pt d. ffi•\ Koch , him elf the membe1· of a unit 
that wa to fight in Berlin in m clo in w eks of th 
war, wrote in hi hi tory. The Hitler Youth: 

Left: This powerful recruitment po ter was intended to 

instil a sense of pride into Hitler Jugend members who 

were e ncouraged to how their patrioti m and en e of 

duty by joining the Waffen . 

'Throu h ut me war incidents occurred of b 

appearing at their lo al Hitler Youm h adquarte r 
complaining that th y had b en overlooked in their 
all-up .. . backing up their claim with their birth cert­

ificat . Wim a hrug f me houlder and a d erogatory 
remark about ome bureaucrac which had y t again 
fail cl to do i work proper! 1, me were immediat ly 

nrolled in th J unguolk. That me birm certificate 
had been faked was in mo t ea onl di covered 
aftemrard or when th era ure of the last digit of the 
ear of bi rth had been ca1-ried out too dum il . 

Mo tly in me as fath r or brother had be n 
call d up into the arm and now the on too "\\ranted 

to do their biC. The were u uall all wed to ta .' 

NEW LEADER 
By this time, Baldur von chirach had lo t all credi­
bility. When he finall u cumbed to Rommel's sug­
ge tion that he hould undertak military training, it 
\\'liS too lat to win over b th I ading 1azi and enior 
m mbers of the Wehrmacht. Al l had di tru ted him 
from the tart. fn an c, e, hi training had involv d 
blatantly prefer ntial treatm nt - not least, a rapid 
promotion to tl1e rank of Leutnanl in ju t ix monm . 
Hi mi li tary ar er 'lras ov r on 2 ugust 1940 when 
hew appointed Reichsslatthalter (Go\'ernor and au­
leiter) of ienna. Hi replacem nt was his one-time 

11 
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as i tant, 27-year-old Anur xmann. man of alto­
gether diffi rent tamp. A ruthle 01·ganizer, he had 
at the ame Lime the kna k of gaining th r p et of 
ubordinate . 

lnheritance of 70 young people between the 
age of 10 and 1 did bring probl m . More than a 
quarter of th youth leaders had been called up for 
the Wehnnacht, a shortage which led 16 and 17 ·ear 
old to b promoted to the rank of UnterbannfiihrPr, 
with re pon ibility for an •thing b tween 500 and 600 
boy . The hithert trict divi ion b t:w n junguo!R 
and Hitl r Youth wa e,·entually el iminated, to 

counter the danger that th youn who r main d 
b hind whil other were experien ing the conflict 
wou ld become demoralized. on equently para­
militaq• training of Hitler Youth was int n ifi d, often 
up n~ d by former member who had been deco­

rated for \-alour during th 1r rvic in th H'ehrmacht. 

THE NSKK 
Particular efforts w r mad 'tO appeal to a recruit' 
p cial interesl. Opportunities were pr '~ded for 

enrolment in the k y bran he of the force . In the 
rm , e1·vic wa n ouraged in the National-

ozialistche Kraftfahr Korp ( KK) , the motoriz d 

branch of Motor-HJ, a p cial ~ rmation within the 
Hitler Youth. Member were requ ired at the age of 16 
to attend the Reichsmo/o~ clutle, to obtain a motorcycle 
lie nee. t the ag of l t.ran fer to the SKK was 
pos ible. Here, thorough groundin was iven, not 
imp! in driving, but in mechani and the interna­

tional traffic ode. Requirements were tring nt; 

member of /llolor-Hjwere r quir d to have 0 holtl ' 
dri,~ng experience and to have arried out I 05 hour 
of ervice as a mechanic. lo ecret wa mad of the 
ultimate int ntion: to produ e a read made cadre 
for the fr nt line motorized units of the Welmnacht. 

For tho e attracted to nic in the air, there \\<IS 

the ational 'ociali I Flieger KorfJs (1 FK), which 

Left: HJ volunteers were encouraged to enrol in the key 

branches of the force . Here recruits to the 

Nationalso::.ialistches Kraftfahr Korps (NSKK) are being put 

through their pace in an early PzKpfw IV tank. 
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undeno k th flying u-aining of the Hitler Youtl1 . 
Thi wa practical o long G nnan continued on 
th path of conque t, but from mid-1942. the recon-

tituted Fliege1~Hj found itself fu lfillin a very differem 
function. The heartland of the Reich ' er nduring 
an ever-a I rating bomber off. n ive, and the call 
on the ground now was not for fl dglin pilots. but 
for anti-aircraft p r onn I. Manpowe•· was plunde•· d 
from the Hitler outh as a whole. but, abov all, from 

tl1 Flieger-Hj. enio•· member manned th gun , 
whi le young r on were mu t r d to work for the 

network of th flak batterie , at 

archlight baneri and a di patch rider . 
choolchi ldren b ame accu tomed to l'lfehrmacht 

oldi r , omplete with cl ipboards and in truction , 
invading th ir clas room . Th pupil were required 
to return home, put on th ir Hitl r Youth uniform 

and report for duty as reque ted by the o lruers. 

LEADERSHIP ISSUES 
Propaganda mini ter Jo ef "bb I recorded in hi 
diary on 17 December 1942 that Axmann wa 

p•·e ing uneas at tl1i rol for Hitler Youth: 
' He i very much worri d I t the draft in of 

juv nile for anti-aircraft duty might deprive hi 

Hitler Youth l ad r hip corp of i mo t prom• 111 

m mbe . bout 40,000 well-train d oung p p i 
ar affected. While the anti-aircraft can ill afford to 
do witl10ut them, f believ , noneth I . tl1at th work 
of the Hitler Youth mu t be kept up in all circum-
tance , p" cially during tlle war. Th oung mu t be 
1ided b a firm hand as far as po ible. If left to 

tile m elve , tlle mi chi f wi ll be all tlle greater." 
Ce•·many' change of ~ nune on th Ru ian 

front in no way le ened another of the k ' activitie 
of the Hitler Youm - international cooperation. 
earl a 1937, Baldur von chirach vi ited Fa ci t 
Italy to mak contact and arrange exchange vi its 

' ith 'Outh group tllere. Five year !at r, it wa the 

Right: The Motor-lffwas already thriving when Hitler 

came to power in 1933. By 1938 28,000 driving licences 

bad been i ued to members, many of whom went on lo 

serve in the motorized units of the Wehrmacht. 

TRAINING 
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turn of u tria. xmann joined \'On chirach, 
who al o held the in cure po t of R ichsl ad r for 
Edu arion f the N DAP (Nazi Party) in \'i nna, 
whe1·e the European outh League wa founded. 
Th -called 'Culture Day of Europ an Youth' 
embrac d repre ntative from a wide p1·ead of 
countrie , including the pani h Falange, th Dutch 
National ociali t Youth and the orwegian 

Na ifional-Samling-Youth. 

MIXED RESPONSE 
Within Gennany itself, th rea lion to th i nna 
initiative was mix d . The concept of Germany a 
partner in some on of European allianc was anath-
ema t obbel , who ordered a pr b y on of th 

event. Hi tan e wa that rmany was fighting a war, 

NORTH SEA 

31 

which it would \1in a th ma t r race ; talks of 
al liance could wait until final vi tol '· but until th n 
th lory would not b ·hared. 

The pmmotion of g od ~ llow hip, how ver, was 
b no mean the 01·erriding purpo e of the German 
young. Duti in the \·a al tat had th ir inister 
ide. Within dav 

p netrated by a 
clandestine a tiviti 

of its o Llpation , tra b ur wa 
roup of Hitler outh , extending 

that dated from th 
El where, the Hitler Youth wa involved in ' r 
m nt programm uch as the expul ion of the 
native Poli ·h populations from th \1\ arthe < u. hi 
wa th r gion of Poland annexed by Germany, where 

the pol icy W< r plac m nt by native rman ·. 
H01 ever, the 'Culture Day of European Youth ' w 

ob en·ed with particular inter t b • the wabian 

BALTIC SEA 

General-Government 
(Poland) 

Left: The regional organization of the Hitler Youth in 

1942 at the peak of Germany' fornme in the war. Note 

the incorporation of Bohemia and Mora via as well as 

large parts of Poland into the Greater German Rei eh. 

-Brigadefiihrer Goulob Be1·ge r. Head of S 
Headquan r , he har cl with hi chief, He inri h 
Himml r, a vi ion of a un it d Europ within whi h 
the Waffen- would become the central institution of 

1 azi m. All thi ''"as in lin with B rger' particu lar 
re pon ibil ity-the raising ofpan-European Waffen-SS 
units. He had pro\•ed hi organizational ability as far 
back as 19 , when dir cting the aCLivitie of the 
Czech nationali t Konrad Henlein, founder of the 

udeten G rman Par , who e tructure and ideology 
wer ba eel on the azi Party. Within thr e month 

TRAINING 

Above: War games had always played a part in the Hitler 

Youth' programmes from the beginning. Here children 

in April 1933 practise crawling through undergrowth as if 

attacking an enemy position. 

afte1· the outbreak of war, Berger, acting unde r the 
in t:ruCLion of H imml r, had created the Waffen 
Recruiting Offi with in the Main O ffice 
(Hauptamt), pu tti ng himself in con trol. Recmiting 
tation ' ere e tabli hed , and from early 1940, 

recruitment moved tead ily ahead. 
\>\'here recruiting was not volunta. , per uasion 

wa adopted. upported by Dr Rob n L y, the hief 
of tl1e German Labour Front (DAF) - the replace­
m nt for th f01mer Trade n ion movement - the 

dr w up a chem that allowed yomh between 
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Abo e: Shooting competitiol were held frequently at 

ational Training Camps which were set up in 1939. In 

this picture rifle practice is being under taken for the 

benefit of a visiting Nazi dignitary. 

the age of 18 and 20 to be released from customary 

labour rvice. Th r wa a provi o, of cou : that 
th volunt ered for long-term enli tment in the 

field units of the or within the Totenkopfand Polizei 
formation . 
The task of recruitment \as entrusted to SS­

Obergruppenfiihrer Han Juttner. He was not abov using 
pre gan m thods when n c ry and endur d the 
indignant reaction of parents who considered their 

on to hav b n railroad d into the . In a l tter to 
his father, one Labour Service outh prote ted: 

11 

Right: Hitler Youth members were increasingly called 

upon to defend Germany's cities from Allied bombers. 

They became familiar with anti-aircraft weapons like this 

quadruple 20mm (0. 79in) Flak gun. 

'Dear Papa, 

Toda I wime d the dirtie t trick I hav ever e n. 
Three men and a policeman app ared at the amp, 
demanding that all the imnate regi ter on the Waffen 
recruiting r ter... ut 60 men were forced to ign, 
failing which the were giYen a reprimand or three da 
under aJT l. All orts of thr a w re u ed. Ev rybody 
was f•ightfully indignant. On or tw just d part d v n 
through the window. The policeman stood at the door 
and would let no on out. The whole camp i furiou . 
I've had nough. I've changed compl t ly.' 

In the face of u h indignation , the S authoritie 
were obliged to backtrack. comp•·omi e wa 
agreed wh reby the youth were to be kept in 
trai ning for a month or o, then offered the choice of 
Yolunt ring or quitting th ervice altog th r. 
Berger aw thi a a threat to hi authority, but wa 
obl iged to agree to the measure. At the same time, 
he tepped up recruitment inducements. In 1939, 
new ational Training Camps ( Wehrerluchtigungs­
lager der Hj) wer e tabli hed. Th e were under the 
command of HJ Gebeit ifiihrer (later -Haupt turrn­
juhm) erhard Hein , holder of the Knight ' Cross 

with Oak Leave . 
From a propaganda per pective, Hein wa the 

ideal man for the job. highly d eo rated veteran of 
both the Wehrrnacht and the Waffen , he came from 
a min ing fami l in ppe•· ilesia, had joined the 
Hitle r Youtl1 in 1939, and became a camp director in 
rural chle wig-H ol tein . nder Hein ' tutelage, 

T RAIN I NG 

the youth found in truction even mor trenuous 
than had previou ly been the case. A War Training 

ertificate could be earn d at me end of thr e 
weeks, into which were cram m d a range of course , 
including field e erci e and field hooting. The 
mo t important differ ne between the camp and 
their predecessors was tl1e increasing role undertaken 

in them by the Waffen- , th intention being to 
marginalize the my. 

ARMY CONFLICT 
Thi , however, was not without its problems for 

Berger. recruit who expre ed a wi h to join th 
Waffen-S at the end of training could do o onl with 
the ble ing of the Wehrmacht, which exerci ed 
ultimat control. B rger et about looking for way to 
e ploit the accepted mechan ic of rec.-uitment. The 

olution adopted was for a Waffen aspirant, one 
he had obtained hi \o\ar Training Certificate at 18, to 
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apply for the well in advance of h is date f01· mili-
tary con cript ervice - at age 21. In mo t ea e , hi 
wi he were invadabJ, •·e pected. 

The camp were a treasur hou e forth Waffen 

B lat 1942, that wasju t as well for Germany. Fi ld 
Marshal Friederich von Paulus, commander of ixth 
Army, who had pre d ahead with hi attack on 
Stalingrad, would ultimate! be defeated in earl 1943 
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and obliged ro urrender what remained of his army. 
Overall, 91 ,000 German oldi rs and 24 gen ral 
passed into oviet captivity, leaving behind 70,000 
G rman dead from an army that had once numbered 

half a million m n in total. 
The need for fre h recmits was therefore chronic. 

Yet ven b for talingrad, xmann, a11xiou to 
cement relation hip with Berg r and Himmler, 

Left: Hitler juge11d recruits for the Waffe11-SS are put 

through their pace for the cameras. Such punishing 

exercise would have been familiar to the HJ members 

after their War Training Certificate course. 

ecured an inte rvi ew with the Reich ifilhrer­

Himmler, again t all hi previou ra ial conviction , 
was increa ingl ' obliged to pin his faith on recruits 
from the occupied countrie of Europ and the Ea t. 

mann pointed o ut that dedication ta the G rman 
cause fmm the e o urce might be fi•·m, but fighting 
capabili could b no mean b taken for granted . 
However, manpm er that came from the ational 
Train ing Camp , u·engthened b olid training at 
the hand of tho e who had actually exp rienced bat­
tle onditions, wou ld be anot11er matte r. Axmann 
therefore propo ed rai ing a n entir divi ion 

TRAINING 

Above: Once training of the division started in earne t 

recruits were still expected to maintain high levels of fit­

ness. This recruit i struggling through mud on a river 

bank, a good test of his stamina. 

compo ed of Hitl r Youth volunt er . Himml r' 
r action wa cautiou , but he agreed to rai e the mat­
ter' ith Hitler. 

GERMAN VICTORY 
The d ~ at at tal ingrad wa followed in March 1943 
by the G rman recapture of Kharkov, in the eastern 

kniine , the third time the city had fallen in I 
month . In the proce of regaining Kharkov, the 
Don tz basin with all its ri ch minera ls had been 

ecurecl. Thi wa a remarkable achievement for the 
three clivi ion of Il Panzer Corps - Leibstandm·te 
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Adolf Hitler, Das Reich and Tolenkopf - which had 
pearh ad d th op ration, but at the eo t of the 

live of 65 officer and 11 ,154 men. uch lo 
made a fre h ource of manp w r an imperative . 
Hitler, who had at fir t been reluctant to expand the 
Waffen , preferring to keep it as a mall elite, con­
ented e entuall to the rai ing of a new clivi ion. 

The divi ion ' trength was to be drawn from tho e 

undergoing in truction at u-aining camp through­
out the R ich. 

DIVISION TITLE 
xmann was told that the divi ion was to carry th 

title Hillerjugend. It was al o ugge ted that one of the 
regiment hould b named Herbert orktts, after one 
the Hitler Youth ' earlie t adherents who had been 
tabb d to death by ommuni t opponent in 

January 1932, but thi propo al was ultimately aban­
don d . B id the need for a fre h intake of recruits 

was decidedly more relevant. ome indi ation of how 

Above: A former member of the Hitler Youth (left), now 

in the Leibstautarle, has his be longings inspected by Adolf 

Rider and epp Dietrich in 1935. Interchange of 

personnel between the two organizations was quite usual. 

de perate the manpow r imati n was could b 
jud ed b the fact that volunteer were oon being 

dt-awn from 17 'Car old born b tw n January and 
June 1926. The normal requir ment of a pell in the 
Labour rvice was to b waived. 

Once again r ervation expre ed by Gobbet 
threatened to be a stumbling block. The propaganda 
mini ter po ed an obviou qu tion: 'Would thi not 
ugge t to our enemie that rman had been 

reduc d to calling up children through he r weak­
ne ?' Even o, on 24 June 1943, 12th Panzer 
Oivi ion Hillerjugend was a tivat d . 

Recruiunent method be ame increasing! ruth­
le . Youth who had volunt ered for th Lujlwaf!e or 
the -boat ection of the Navy, and who had been 

a . ured that th }' w re a cepted , were all but frog­
marched to Waffen- barrack . There wer even 

in ta nce of leeping quarter b ing invaded at night 
by re ruiting officer touting pen and paper. 

Wi tl1in tl1e camp tl1 m elv , mere was di crimi­
nation a ain t tho who had cho en to en list in the 
ll'ehnnacht. One recnrit, Klau ranzow, outl in d hi 
expe rienc and tho of a o lleagu during u-aining 
in hi diary on 25 July 1943: 

Below: Over 200 Hitler ]ugeud and girls listen to an 

add.ress given by Reichsjugendfiihrer Artur Axmann in 

Dusseldorf in November 1942 after receiving awards for 

their part in d efending Germany from air attack. 

TRAINING 

'F win our group volunteered for the . The 
ergeant appear eve ry da in ur room .. . Klau 

Odefe and I th n immediately I av tl1 room , ince 

we have born igned up to become officer andidate 
in the arm y. T he cannot fore u into th . The 

other in our group hav until tomorrow to think it 
over. Th n they \vill probably be forced to ign up. In 
other g roup mo t of the boy igned up \vith the 
Waf!en- for 12 ear . Th ey can choo e their 
own type of ervice. lo t of them choo tank uni . 
The will now push a light load and have an easy time. 
Only we officer cadets will be further pu hed around. 
That is ab olutely wrong. Why are tho of us who are 
going into the arm treated wor e than the bo who 
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are pull d into the ? Ar we not fighting for 
e rmany, the ame Fatherland?' 

Durin u-aining, there wer th inevitable mi hap 
and fatalitie . urviving Waffen S clocum n reveal 
d tai l of many fatal a ciden involving firear·m , 

mo tl pi tols. Th re w re al o regular monthl · 
r por · on de ertion (Fahnenjlucht) and ui ide or 

attempt d ui id . ven page of a ingle document 
explained how to deal with th rp of tho e who 
di d in training or on active rvic . lt was accompa­

nied b • an illustration f an approved wo d n cro 
for a grav for all ranks. o uch grave was allow d, 

howev r, for 'di honourable ui ide 
under martial law' . either ould u 
granted burial in a military cemeter . tandard let­
t r to b nt to the parents of tho who di d in 
action urged them to ee ' ... 10ur on · heroi death 

as a t p on th wa to the victory of the reater 
German State and our philo ph • of li~ 

[ Weltan chauung]'. Before being despatched to the 
d ad youth' famil , howev r, th communication 
had to gain the approval of the appropriate 
OrtsgrujJpenl£iter (Political Lead r). 

INEXPERIENCE 
Burgeoning recruiting figure did not, f our e, 

lve the problem of inexpe r·ience. The division was 
th refor obliged to turn to the elit of th for­
mation the LeibstandaTie Adolf Hitler, whi h had b n 

th fir l Waffen unit to b form d and who e ori­
gins dated from the arl da of th azi movement, 
when it had fonned the Flrhrer's per onal bodyguard. 

reamed off from the di gruntJed Leibstandarte, 
which regarded itself as a tand-alone elit , wer all 
the regim mal, battalion and ompan commanders, 
to th r with an ntire Pa nzeljiigerabteilwzg (anti-tank 
battalion ), a complete medical clearing tation from 
the Medical Battalion, and ll eni r 1 0 and 120 
men . The fir t command r of the ne1 clivi ion, Fritz 

Right: Artur Axmann visits members of the new 

Hitlerjugend Division. He is using his lefl baud because 

his right arm below the elbow was evered while he was 

serving on the Russian :front e~lier in the war. 
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\Yitt, had pr vi u ly c mmand cl the I t PanLer 
Grenadie r Regiment of the !.Rib tandarte, where he 
had di tingui h cl him e lf in Poland and Ru ia. Jn 

July 1943, he "' promoted to -Brigadefiihrer und 

Ci>nPralmajor tier Waffen , thu making him at the a e 
of 35 th ond young t general in G rman •' 
am1 cd force . But alongside tale m of th i calibre had 
t be t men of infinit ly le exp ri nee, who 
b am compan · commander when they had expe-
ri ne nl of commanding a platoon . 

B rg r and h i oh ns had in itial! • as urn cl a 
man pm e r of 30 office r and 4000 CO . The lo e 

exp rienc cl b th Leib tandartewhile fi hting on the 

Be low: A ,panzergrenadier in Normandy in J une 1944. 

Although German units usually po ed a higher weight 

of personal frrepower than the ir Allied equivalents, 

Mauser bolt-action rif1e were till common weapons. 
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outh rn wing in Ru ia be tween 1942 and 1943 had 

been crippling, particularly durin th abandonment 
and ub qu nt r captur of Kh arkm·. furthe r 

dra in was eau eel by the outcome of Op ration 
itad I, the ultimat ly abor tiv rman attempt in 

Jul • 1943 to ut o ut the Ru ian alient a round Kur k. 

lfla!Jen combatants who had di tin ui h d th m-
elv n th Ru ian front w re nt on conducted 

tours of reCJuitment centre , and pre ent cl as ro le 
mod I to volunt er . - nlet charfilhrer Frirz K.ri t n, 
a gunne r in the Totenkopf Oh~ ion , had been the 

fi t man to receive the Knight' ro , with which he 
had b n decora ted by the Fuhr r h im elf. The ole 
unrivor of his batter , he had held off oviet tank 

a aul whil unci r con tant fire . I lated from hi 
un it, and without food and wate r, he blazed away at 
ovie t tanks and infantry. After 72 hours, hi toll was 

13 tanks and around 100 Ru ian dead. The feat, as 

Above: Most of the divi ion tanks were not the late t 

Panthers, but up-gunned and up-armoured PzKpfw rvs. 

This Hitlerjugend example has been covered in foliage to 

camouf1age it from Allied aircraft. 

pre nted to impr ionable ·oung recruits, made 
Kri ten an in tant role model. Mu tered to tour th 

recruiting taLion , he told colourful version of hi 
exploi , hadowed b th full r ource of obbel ' 

propaganda apparatu . 

RISING PROBLEMS 
B hind th cen and awa from the rhe toric, prob-
lem gr 1 . ot th le t of the the provi ion of 
uniform and armour·. late a ovember, the dilri-
ion was able t mu ter on! 10 tan , and unti l the 

end of the war remained hort of i authorized tab­
li hment. t the tart of the divi ion ' life, one of its 

panz r regim ms that was form d near Reim could 
boast just fou r serviceab le PzKpn IV and Pan ther 

T RA I NING 

tank . The e particular tanks had li t rail been tolen 
fro m the Ea te rn Front, in di r et de fi ance of 
Wehrmaclzl orders. OtJ1ers had been 'r qui itioned ' 
from the virtually defunct 1talian Ann . The e tumed 
out to b a clang rous liability, inc breakdown 1 e re 
common and repair fr·equentl could no t be ani cl 
out b eau e of lack of pare . On the othe r hand, 
fi eld and an ti-ta11k gun were r port d to be in 
heal th uppl , bu t tran port trucks numbered 2214, 
j u t h If the paper allocation . 

In Jul and ugu t 1943, the in itial band of 
re ruits, ome 100,000 rrong, arriv cl in Beverloo, 
Belgium , fo r further tra in ing. Many we re bare! 17 
•ear old . O thers wer·e mu te red in tJ1e provinces of 

Antwerp and Limburg and the French milita 
tra ining area of Mail! -le-Camp. Training was geared 
to like! imp nding op ration and was almo t enti re! 
devoted to firearms fo r u e in field combat. The 12th 

Panze r Divi ion H itlerjugend was in the proce of 
b ing b looded for war. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Iron discipline within the ranks of the service echelons of the Hitler 

Youth extended to the corre aring of uniform and insignia 

according to rank. The s ortages due to the war, however, meant that 

the Hitlerjugend Division had anything but a uniform appearance. 

D uring the early da ' of the 12th S Panzer 
Divi ion Hitlerjurrend, it wa · \"irtually imp ibl 

for hard and [ t rul to b laid down on uniform 
and insignia. In many case , ther were in ufficien t 
uniform available to meet demand. and tmining wa 
often done in tandard Hitler Youth uniform.lndeed, 

o chroni was the iLUation at one point that uni­
form were adopted which were made ft·om stu·plus 

Ital ian camouflage mat rial. urviving photograph 
of 'Panz r' M yer how him wearing a field cap and 
blouse made from the Italian material. Italian motor 

tran port and other mat rial were u ed to r plac 
G rman lo es, and items of Gennan U-boat clothing, 

upplied origina lly to Italy by rmany, wer r qui i-
tion d after l taly' armi tic with the AJiie · and i ued 
to Hitlnjugmd tank crew in ormandy. 

In man ea , often through h er nece ity, due 
lO th shortage f matetials, nonnal en<ice dre was 

worn by man)'· ome of the for ign I'Vaffm- volun­
teer in th Wiking Divi ion tend d to ti k to the ut i­
fonn of their particular Fascist youth organization. 
M mb r from th Leib tandarte (LAH) wh joined 

Left: These two members of the Hitlerjugeud divi ion 

wearing regulation Waffetl-SS camouflage smocks are seen 

with a 7.92mm (0.3lin) MG 42 machine gun. The gun 

fired so rapidly that it sounded like tearing linen. 

the new !-Iitlerjugend unit continued to wear th ir 
exi ting uniform with th LAH uff title, al o retain­
ing the LA!-/ monogram on their houlder trap. 

On th tight ·id of th collar patch, nm w re 
wom, while rank patches appeared on the I ft id . In 
the clo ing phase · of the war, Himmler i ued an order 
that the w a ling of collar patche on the greatcoat was 
to cea e becau e of the hortag of raw material . The 

rank of Reichsjugendfiihrer '' the onl Hit! r Youth 
rank making u e of collar patches. (Incidentally, ome 
id a of th high r gard with which Himml r r garded 
Artur xmann can be gathered from the fact that the 
RPirhsjugnulfuhrn bore collar patche very imilar to 
tho e of th Reich ifuhrer . ) for hould r trap , the 
basic colour for the strap was black for all Hitler Youth 
pe1 nnel, regard I of rank. 

STRONG LINKS 
Link with the Leib tandarle remain d trong. Lnd ed, 
the Hillerjug1'7ld Di'<i ion wa · to inc01·porate tl1e LA!-/ 

Divi ion ' mbol into their own de · ig~1 , particularly 
a in ignia on vehi les. Thi was a key set into a Sig, or 
'<ictory rune. The choice of a ' k y' wa - ignificant -
th G rman word for a k I ton key i 'Dieu;ch; the 
name of the LAH founder, epp Dietrich. 

amp trainc had militat)' t I field-gr tunic 
bearin no in ignia. Anoth r working dre wa a 
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ORGAN I ZATION 

'ru h-green' unifonn. Headgear was a forage cap wilh 
the Hitlerjugend diamond badge on Lhe fmnt. The HJ 
bras ard o n the front was often the ole one 1 orn. 

Re ulation on dre and b arin wer rigid. In hi 
book The Hiller Youth, David Littlejohn give a 

detailed account of uniform and in ignia, r aling 
that to obtain a uniform in the first place, recruits 
had to surrender wartime coupon · and make pur­
cha e at Braune Laden (brown hop ), whi h up­
pli d appropriate clothing and in ignia. 

The regular wartime wint r rvice dre con i ted 
of a black ki cap and a dark blue HJ winter blou e 
with matt ilver button and patch breast pockets with 

entr pi ats and buttoned flap . For Lhe ummer, 
th r was a brown blou e with wide collar, light bmwn 

convex button , and patch brea t pock ts with c ntr 
p i ats and buttoned flap . 

With this dre s, a with all other , clear differ nee 

of tyl exi t d b t1 een ranks, and any infringe­
ments were dealt with seve re ly. \1\ inter reatcoa 

were midbrown with black lapel facing , and nior 
officer were entitled to gold piping around the col­
lar and cap, tog th r with a gold chin trap. Junior 
officer had a ilver chin trap. Cap wom with win­
te r ervice dress by Warrant Officer grade 

Gefolg. chaftsfiihrer to Hatttgefolgschaftsfiihrer - did not 
can black band . 

DRACONIAN MEASURES 
Within months of hi appointment as command r of 
the clivi ion, Fritz Witt i ued an ord r to all hi en ior 
officer that, if neces ary, tl1ey wer·e to take 'draconian 

measure again t lax b aring and p rfunctory alut­
ing b the other ranks . Furthermore, all private ly 
owned weaponry was to be either ent horn or ur­
rendered. J o man was pem1itt d to leav camp witl1-
out hi bayon t. There was al o a sharp reminder 
from Witt that choolday b long d to the pa t, and 
ports badge were forbidde n: 'A oldie r wears hi war 

Left! Many of the Hitlerjugend's NCOs and officers came 

from the Leibstandarle Adolf Hitler Division, forming a 

tough backbone. This photograph shows a Leibstandarte 

halftrack with the divisional insignia, a skeleton key. 
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decoration ·.· P a ked cap ,,. r th ol pro,inc of 

hi her ran · and chi1·er · onl~. Of the junior ra nk , 

lunnmonn ( quival nt lO 01-poral) displayed the 
uff title Hitlnjugmd, which wa a11tlrded to the di\·i­

i n a a wh le in recognition of its ·howing in 

Normandy in eptember 1941. Th t}·le was in imita­

ti n of Hitler· handwriting in white or ih·er blo k 

lett r on a black band with ill' r d ing. tunmnann 

5t 

wet·e supplied 11ith di ·tinctive amouflag mock 

and teel h lm 
Among the mo t e nior memb r , a c rtain lati­

tude \'Cr uniform wear wa · permitted. Thus a l 944 

phot graph of \'On chirach. taken n ar \ ienna , 
how. him wearing the basic uniform of th Hitler 

Yolllh with the in i nia of a National ociali t 

RPidzlPiln: Von chirach w al o pr ud to ·p n a 

Left: machine gun team in the garden of a chateau 

near Caen in ormandy in 1944. The machine gun team 

was a ke element in German infantry tactics providing 

enough frrepower to pin down the enemy. 

Gro sdeulschland cuff title, ince thi w-as the elit 
\¥eh17Tiacht clivi ion with which he had performed h i 

hort-liv d military n'l . On th other hand, unti l 

the clo ·ing month of the \\tlr, rtur mann' tire-

1 in hi bid to boo t the morale of hi men. In 

ptemb r 1944 for example, h was pictured at 
Kai erlautern in Germany di tributing Hitlerjugend 

cuff title to n w recru i 

CEREMONIALS 
One rea on why the Hitler outh wa able to a tune 

the mantle of a Waffen divi ion comparativ I)' 

ORGANIZATION 

Above: Hitlerjuge11d Divi ion Panthers parked in a French 

village soon after D-Day. They are covered with foliage in 

an attempt to clisguise themselves from the Allied 

reconnaissance and fighter-bomber aircraft. 

·moothly i that the movement alwa had a military 

tho . The cor unit of the Hitler Youth movem nt 

wa the Bann- roughl • equ iva lent to a military regi­

ment. Th r were ab ut 3 Bann to b found 
throughout tl1e Reich, ea h ommanding a tr ngtl1 

of at I t 6000 and ea h k en to expre its mm iden­

tit)'· hi was mani~ t in a trong addiction to fla 
and pennants, borne out b the anthem Vonuart 
Vonuarl , written b Baldur von chirach, with i clo -

ing li ne, 'ja, die Fahne ist meltr als der Tod ' (Ye , tl1e flag 

i more t u than death). Each unit carried the ame 

fla , a black wastika again t the colou r d and 
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\vhite, 200 x 145 cm ( 0 x 58 in). t the ame time, 
each unit di pia 1ed its individual Bann number in 
black on the yellow croll above the head of the eagle. 
Th d ign on both ide was identical, the eagle fac­
ing to the taff on the left ide and to th fly on the 
1ight ide. further emphasi on the mi li tary was the 

di play fa black eagl , a d ign owing i origin to 

the form r Imperial State of Pru ia. tribute to th 
nationali m of National ociali m was ymbolized by 
a black word, while a black hammer repre ented 
ociali m. There were separate flags di played by H) 

Gifolgschaft - equivalent to a compan of ome 1-o 

Left: Young boys of the Hitler Youth march on parade 

with their banners aloft. Each section attach ed gn~at 

pride to their flags, and this devotion to a flag as symbol 

of the unit was transferred to the Hitletjugend Divi ion. 

ORGANIZATION 

youth - who pmudl di played panel identifying 
th ir individual branche . 

N w flag ascribed to units of 12th S Panzer 
Divi ion Hitlerjugend received elaborate dedication 

ceremonie . In a photograph of one uch ceremon , 
Artur Axmann is een holding a corner of an ex ist­

ing tandard , pre ing it again t th new flag- a ge -
tur ignif ing the pa ing of the old to the new. 
Thi incidentall 1 was a deliberate cop of th e man­
ner in which Hitler dedicated party tandard , on 
tho e occa ion using the sacred Bluifahne (blood 
banner), mark d with the blood of an early azi 

Below: These young-looking members of the division 

erving in ormandy are proud recipients of the Iron 

Cross, thanks to their bravery in combat. The Iron Cross 

had been reintroduced as a combat award by Hitler. 
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martyr. Philip Baker points out in hi book Yo·uth 
Led b)' Yolllh, flag had a m 0or role to play in train­
ing. Elaborate 'battle were taged as war game 
the obj t b ing for on unit to capture th flag of 
another. One uch game wa accompanied b a •-ous­

ing comm nt:ary: 
'The Leader marshals his force . .. Our ead r has 

cro ed to hi bo om the flag, which i in great peri l. 
L ader fights again t L ader urrounded b a knot of 
boy. Then a Cl)' goe up from our t-anks:' 

Below: Hitlerjugend pioneers throw sweets to local 

children in France in July 1944. Some of the division's 

members were little older than the boys watching at the 

back of the crowd. 

5I 

The flag i aved.n The battle ha co tu a hole in 
om body' h ad, a hol in th flag, two camping 

knive (Fahrtenme ser) ... · 

'But our flag has with tood its bapti m of fire.' 
The veneration extended to flags went v n fur­

th r. Wh n the e w re flown in camp , either for an 
overnight top or for a long r duration th y r c ived 
pecial guards, and tl1e area in which ilie stood was 

r garded as acr d ground. The Hitl r Youth' one 
of onl ix un ifom1 d organization who e flag and 
tandard bearers wore pecial machine-woven ann 

badge on th upper right am1. 
ny attempt at a study of Hitler Youtl1 daggers 

mu ·t be cautiou , ince man unofficial de ·ign wer 
produced in li mited edition b ptivate fit-ms to ea h 

Above: A rare moment of relaxation before the Allied 

invasion. To be posted to France was rightly conside.red 

to be one of the 'softe t' po tings in the German Arm , 

even though the Allied invasion was sure to come. 

in on what wa a growing mark t and the e knive had 
no official anction from the organization itself. 
regu lar i sue wa the Fahrtenmes er (trave lling or 
camping knife), wh ich continued to be tandard i ue 
u ntil the end of the war. Officer parted an elaborate 

ORGANIZATION 

affair wiili ilie motto, 'Mehr sein al.s cheinen' (Be more 
than you eem). 

A ceremonial word for all Hitler Youth leader 
ranks, ornamented with the H) diamond \vastika, was 
introduced as earl• as 1937. Its traigh t blad \ .\TaS 

tched on the obver e with Blul und Ehre (blood and 
honour) . The scabbard was t I wiiliin a dark blue 
leailier wrap and ilver-plated fittings, and its upper 
locket \ \TaS ornamented in relief with the HJ eagle 
clut h ing the word and hamm r. 
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Right: Field Marshal Gerd von Rund tedt Commander­

in-Chief West, inspects members of the Hitleryugend 

Division in the spring of 1944. H e carries his Field 

Marshal's baton in his right hand. 

MUSIC 
was the case with man of th uni of both the 

Wehnnacht and the , particular! the Leibstandarte, 
mu ic and ong formed an important pan of cere­
monial, even if uch trapping had to be urtailed in 

the face f total war. Th Hitler Youth was no excep­
tion, with its tradition of camp fir oncerts. In con­

tra t to formal o asion , uch conce,-ts ' e re encour­
aged as morale boo ter , and included traditional 
folk ongs accompanied by guitai'S, accordian and 

the mouth organ. 
Mu ician in band w r di tingui h d by wearing 

on the ir unifom1 dre , wings known as chwalhen­
ne ter - wallow ' ne ts. (Thi was a reference to th 
shape of the mud ne ts which wallows build under 
the eave of building .) The win of dmm and fife 
band tended to have no fringe, and braiding of a 

du ll gr y. By contraSt, trumpeter had bright braid­
ing. Tncl d tnJmpeter tended to b regard d as a 
race apart; the long fanfare trumpet, with its red and 
white banner, oon became th mbol of the youth 
movement. The tmmpet was mad from nickel-plate 
or bra , and d corat d with a flag uimmed in black 
and r d and fringed in aluminium or ilver. 

There were a vruiety of shal low drum , including 

the popular Landsknecht (the o-call d 'Mercenary') 
deep dmm, man of them carrying the unit name. The 
larger band could include a bass dmm and bras 
in trumen , headed by a chellenbaum ('jingling 
Johnn ') which consisted of a plentitude of bell . 

Mod ll d v ry much on th chellenbaum of the 
Leib tandar-le, thi was pattemed after a version that had 
been used b the German Imperial Arm . Mu ical units 
received th ir training from bandmasters conded 
from the Wehnnacht or various party organization . 

From 1934 onward , the Reich.sjugendfuhrer coined 
an annual logan indicating which aspect of Hitler 
Youth activity was to be emphasized in the coming 12 

month . i wed in r tro p et, each logan a pp ars to 

chart the progr 
logan was ' ear of rain ing', followed by ' ear of 

Toughening ntil the war, the hoic ' , oft n 
innocuous, uch as 'Year of Hotel Building' for 1937 

and 'Year of G tting cquain ted' for 193 . With the 

on l of war, the ton under tandably turned more 
militam: ' ear of Te ting or Year of Trial' for 1940; 
'Our Life, a Road to the Fuhrer' for 1941; and 

rvice in the Ea t and on the Land ' f01· 1942. B th 
time of the formation of the Hitlerjugern:/ Divi ion, th 

ORGANIZATION 

logan were, for l 943, 'War rvice of the German 
Youth ' and, trik.ing a somewhal de perate note for 
J 944, 'The Year of the War oluntee '. 

ome exc ptional qualitie of leadership were to be 
found among the founder members of the 12th 
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Panzer Divi ion Hitle1jugend. The reason for thi could 
be traced back to 1932, th year b fore Hill r attained 
po,,· r. Hartmann Lauterbacher, a deputy to Baldur 
von hirach, r at d the Leo hla eter chool, its 

name a tlibute to an early pro- azi martyr hot b ' the 
French dUJing the 1923 Rhin land ccupation. The 
follo\\~ng •ear it was lo at d in Potsdam and b cam 
the fi1 t Reichsfilhrmchull', or Reich Leadership hool. 
Indeed b the nd f 1 33, m 23 leadership 

h ol of on kind or another had opened. 
Thu memb r f the new clivi ion we•·e in good 

h ap b the time that th reach cl th training 
camp at B v rl o. The clivi ion wa swiftl o rga nized 

into two infantry regiments, on panzer regiment, 
one artille • regiment, one e ngin er battali n , and a 
de ta hm nt ach of re onnai ance, anti-tank, anti­

aircraft and ignalling roup . 

11 

In hi bo k Crtmadiere, Kurt ~1eyer, the ucce or to 

Fritz Wiu, traced how thi had already b n made 
p sib! within th Hitler Youth: 'Man old fa hioned 
principles of military training had to b r plac d b • 
new on , which in their final analy i had the i•-oligin 
in the nnan youth mm·em nt. mon tho e 
principle regarded a outm ded was th long-e tab­
li h d r lati n hip b tween office and men , dating 
back to Pru ian tim . Thi relation hip wa now 
c n id rably relaxed and an informal auno ph r 

ncourag d. Fr m th earlie t da • , · quare-bashing· 
and goo e- tepping were e h w cl, wh il rout 
marching was on id red both ha•·mful and unnece -

aJ)'· Rather, ther wa an mphasi on r plicating a 
far a po ible the ort of condi tions to be en aun­
t red on th battlefi Id . Amon th 
~ rwm·d by General H inz Gud 

Left: A Hitletjuge11d halftrack on exercis near the 

division's headquarter at Beverloo, Belgium in the 

pring of 1944. The veterans drafted in from the 

Leibstandarle gave the divi ion much-needed experience. 

G rman}" lead ing exponents of a.-mow-ed warfare, 
wa that lifle practic on hootin rang with li1·e 
am munition hould be di ontinued in favour of 
fiel d xerci ther fundamental included learn­
ing th importance of effe Live camouflage and how 
to monitor the enem ' rad io ignal . 

MILITARY TRAINING 
From 1942 onW<u·d ·, a ll Hitler Youth recei\·ed I 60 

h ur of pr -military trainin . Thi includ d mall 
bore hooting and fieldcraft. Thu b)• tl1 tim tl1 
Hitleljugend di\~ ion wa in operation, there were uf­
fici nt schiesswartm (fi r am1 in tructor ) for young 
re rui , a ll of whom •·eceivecl a 'gre n licen e' and a 
gr e n cuff band . l nde d , all were taugh t that a 
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Above: The Hitletjugend Division moves up to the front in 

ormandy. A motorcycle sidecar combination leads a 

convoy of Kubelwagens , the German equivalent of the 

American j eep. 

o ldie r 's be t friend wa hi rill . Thu . u e and ar 

of mall-calibre weapon and target hooting took up 
at I ast a quarter of train in Lirn . B · th outbr ak of 
wa1·, ome 12,000 ·outh had taken pan in training 
cour e with air rifle , whil ' 51, 00 had attained a suf-
11 ient kill to receiY th ho tin Badge. \Nitl1 th 
formati n of 12Lh Panzer Divi ion Hitlnjugend, a 
further 1,500,0 0 y ung men wer put through 
hooting cour e , whi h in luded in truction in the 

u e of mall-calibre gun . 
During eneral tra inin , Fritz \'\Jitt laid down 

three prioritie : ph ical fitne , character training 

and w apon trainin . In rei r to earn the Hi tler 
Youth Profici ncy Bad , yo uth were e ·pected to 

cl m on trate expertise in the u e of air rifle , 

11 



SS-HITLERJUGEND ORGANIZATION 

grenade throwin (with dummie ), route marching 
with full kit, and u h fi Id e rei a map reading, 
di tance judging, and the effective u e of ten·ain and 
camouflage; poin that could b cored in t ts var­
i d with the age of parti ipants. 

HEAVY WEAPONS 
During the offen ive in 
panzergrenadier of I 

ormandy in 1944, the 
Panzer orps (ofwhich th 

Hitlerjugend Divi ion wa a pan) we1·e is ued with var­
ious weapon , the best known of wh ich wer the MP 

3 and MP 40 ub-machine gun and the 7.92mm 
(0.3 lin) MG 42. The MP 38 and MP 40, with light­

we ight folding tocks and long 32-round magazine , 
prov d mor than a match for the British Sten. 
Infantry battalion al o had available tow d Tmm 
(2 .95in) light gun with a rate of fire of up to 12 
round a minute and a range of 4500m (14,765ft). 

for am10ur, th 101 t Heavy Panz r Battalion 
of I ~anzer Corp had at its disposal the 57-ton 
T iger tank with its mm (3.45in) gun and three 

7.92mm (0.31in) machine gun . Much vaunted in 
Na7j propaganda, the Ti er had fir t b en demon-
trated in 1942 - on 20 pril , Hitler' birthday. First 

used in action on the Rus ian front in eptember of 

that year, and aJmo t invulnerable in ortl1 Mrica 
during 1943, the Tiger emerged from a de ign of t11e 
Hen chel firm. With ma-ximum armour protection of 
llCin (4.4in) on the turret and lOcm (4in) on the 
hull , the Tiger weighed well over 50 tons, but was 
ultimately under-pow red. 

Hitlerjugemf tank regiment \ 'la equipped with the 
Pan ther, regarded widel a the be t tank produced 
by any nation during the \var, \ eighing around 45 
ton , and the PzKpfiv IV, an older de ign still capable 
of holding its own on th battlefield. T he Pantller, 
equipped with a high velocity 75mm (2.95in) gun, 
repeated! demonstrated its supe.-io ri ty o er the 
Briti h romwell and hurchill tanks. 

Left: A Hilleljugend SdKfz 251 halftrack moving acro a 

Normandy field south of Gaen accompanied by some 

panzergrenadiers. The two leading soldiers are a machine 

gun crew: one carries the MG 42 gun, the other its tand. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

Following the Allied .,o&u~''J:'O' 

Division was drawn into 

policy of no withdrawal, 

. 

DY 
untested Hitlerjugend 

Hitler's inflexible 

sur>JetcteJ~to endless air attacks and 

artillery anlh~av:al Dfl1fllDCJlfilm4:~nts. 

I t was clear by the end of 1943 that the coming yea1· 
in th W t would be d ci i\'e for th fortune of 

Ge rman '. ear certainty that the Allie would be 

land in in Fran , and that a ll a\"ai lable force · mu t 
be concentrated the re, led to even more feverish 
rec ru itment for the 12th Panzer Divi ion 
Hillnjugend. The1·e were increa ·ed incidents of the 
e nforced drafting of teenager , along with hoal of 
complaints from parents. The azi Party er tal , 
:\1artin Bormann, drew Himmler· attention to the 

ri ing di onrem, reporting that ':\1en were forced to 

enli t agai n t their will. Pen il were pre sed into 

their hand accompanied by accu ation of trea on if 
they refu ed to ign up. ' 

Bonnann added that ignature had been elicited 

under fals pr tence , d1 youth b ing told moothly 
that their ignature im p! onfirmed that li t rature 
the ' were given had been read and under tood or 

that its personal accu racy had b en confinned. uch 
complaints were bmshed a ide b ' the Reichsfiihrcr S, 

wh claimed that pcnni ion to op n r crui b ' 
the e method had been approved by Hitler. Many 

Left: Hitlerjugend armoured car amid the rubble of 

Caen, scene of violent fighting in June and J uly 1944. TI1e 

fall of the city on IS July was a stepping-stone for the 

Allied for~e onto the rolling plains leading toward Paris. 

complain were turned ov r to onlob B rger, who, 
r ntful at attempts to undermine his authori ty, 
backed Himmle1· b cla iming that mo t of th 

r cruiting officer were veteran Hitl r Youth 1 ader 
'with the nece ary experience to handle b 
Be ide , evei)rthing had to b ubordinat d to the 
Filh1·e r's intention of having two divi ions in place in 

France. Himmler went on to plead for cooperation 
from par hief: ra ther than ' on tant arping criti­
ci m '. In the event, no action was taken ove1· the 

accu ation of coercion; recruiunent, b • whatever 
method, continued. 

DECLINE 
T he SS, however, was di turbed b the harp decline 
in the number ofvolunteer . Many of tho e inducted 
tated that they feared the di approval of parents and 

prie ts. ln the Donauwonh di tri t of wabia, for 
exampl , - nle-r charjilhrer Cu tav Tinna her, a 
recruiting officer, reported that hi attem pts to lure 
local •outh into volunteering for the Waffen bad 
be n fru trated by ' the pronounced anti- attitude 
of a . trongl religiou population·. 

Recruiunent wa al o bamp red by a ne\ fear of 
combat, born large! • from reports from the battle­

field at Khark v. Th re, de pit v ntual \~CtOI)', the 
casualty rat had b en high. Previou ly, recruiters had 
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appea led to Nazi ideology and racial 01·dic uperi­
oriry; now. changing fortunes wer makin uch 
considerations appear increa ·ingl 

t iL formation , 12th 
H illnjugend wa trained b a 

hollow. 

Panzer Divi ion 
adr from the 

Leibstandarte. new panzer corp was created from 
the two divi ion , named I Panzer orp . It came 

11 

· mder Lhe ommand of pp Dietrich, who also 
up rvi d the rai ing of the Hitlerjugend Divi ion. 

WAITING GAME 
B lhe end of 1943, only on que Lion remained: 
where would the Al ii invade? For month ·, the Alli 
had done th ir be t to decei\' their nemy into 

... .. 

NORMANDY 

~ 
___.. Allied advances 

German counter-attacks 

c:::> Held by Allies 2400Hrs 0-Day 

•-- • Front line Morning 1 0 June 

........ Front line Midnight 17 June 

··-·~ Front li:1e Midnight 30 June 

· • • • • · · Front line Midnight 24 July 

"t Airfield 

• 
Villers Bocage 

Left: Half-hidden from prying Allied aircraft, a truck 

of the Hitle1jugend Division hortly after D-Day. The 

division's actions on D-Day helped prevent the Allies 

reaching one of their prime objectives: Caen. 

expecting a major as ault again t the Pas-de-Calai . 
On -Day its If, an elaborate technical deception led 
German radar operator to report vast air and ea 
flee approachi n the Calai area. 

Early on the moming of 6 June, how ver the ize of 
the airbome landing indicated to Field arshal Gerd 
,. n Rund tedt that th im ion was coming along the 

" onnand coast. Heal or asoned that it carcel maL­
tered if the 1 ormandy as ault was indeed a feint- tl1ey 
would ur ly bui ld on what th y ach i ,. d . He Lhere­

fo re believed that a ll available force h ould b u ed to 
counL r the attack. Ho' ever the two panzer d ivision 
he was ke n to mov were not und r hi authorit , buL 
were held in re en•e by the Oberkmmnando der 

Above: A map showing the Allied. progress inland after 

D-Da . The Hitlerjugeud were heavily involved in the 

defence of Caeo, fighting just to th.e west of the city until 

its eventuaJ fall. 

Welznnarhl (OK\'\', or Gennan Army High Command). 
To ave Lim , h first i u d order ~ r ea h clivi ion to 

move and onl then notified OKW eking its 
approval. This was not fOJ-tllcoming, and he was 

informed by eneralober I ( olon 1- neral) Alfred 
Jodl that the two divi ion would not be ommitted 
until order were recei\"ed from Hitler. \ 'on Run tedt 
could only order the flak units of both di\i ion , which 
had become separated, to be placed on alert, read)' to 
join their par Ill formation when r quir d. 

All the whi l , de pite di couraging weath r, 
numerou · lli ed parachute and glider landing were 

going ahead a well a a aults on fi\'e eparate beach­
es. Acres of ormandy earth huddet·ed a thou and 

17 



SS- H ITLERJ U G END 

Above: SS panzergreuad.iers move ove r open gJ"ound 

towards Caen. lf the Hitlerjugend Division allowed the 

Allies to reach this open gJ"Ouod, the numerical 

superiority of the Allied armour would overwhelm them. 

of Alli ed bombe1 and :fight r bombe• rel a ed th ir 
load , whi le the coa t became an inferno of explo ion 
and fir from naval gun . 

fARCE 
G rn1an pr paration in onnand • - o1· rather, th 
lack of them- had their farc ical side. The sole mobile 

re rve that the erman p 
Division, who e commander, Edgar feuchtinge r 
could not b located and was lat r aid to hav be n 
dall ri ng with a woman in Pari . Fi ld 1ar hal 
Rommel, commanding my Group Band respon i­
bl for the coa tal d fence of north rn Franc , wa 
in Swabia auending hi wife ' birthday, and had left 

neral Han · peidel, in 
har . M anwhile, man ' enior commander wer 

eng-aged in war game at Renne in Brittan '· Sepp 
Dietrich mmand r of I Panz r Corp , to which 
th 12th nd Panzer Lehr Divi ion w re ubordi-
na te, was in Bru sel . The weather in the Channel was 

a 

Right: The Allied breakout from ormandy queezed the 

Hitlerjuge11d and other German units into an ever­

decreasing 'pocket' south of Falaise, as Patton and. Free 

French forces approached from the south. 

o poor th Ge rman b lieved that th inva ion would 
not be until the next full moon. The German chain of 

command thu ran upward from peidel to von 
Rund tedt, who was out of reach in hi headquarter 
outsid Pari , and continued up to Fiihrerlwuptquartier 

(FC1hr r Headquaner ), b that tim ~ mporaril 
in ta iled in the Berghof at Berchte garde n. Onl 
from there could it cours down again, to reach the 
panzer division commanders. This a ll requi1·ed time, 
and tim i xp n ive in a major emergenc . 

t fi t, p idel wa oblivi u to th dan er , ho r­
ing a dinner party at the very time the fir t parachutes 
w r landing. With th n w br aking, h ignall d 
Rommel to return. ft was not until 0 :00 that the fi t t 

Panzer battalion tart d moving no rth toward the 
vital defi n iv area around a n. 

ital. minute continued to ticked awa . At 10:00, 
Fi Id Mar h al Keitel finally poke to Hitl r, wh had 
b en I eping late u ual. On! , th n did h ring von 
Rundstedt's headquarter . Forever his maste r 's voice , 

h tr eel that th r could b no que ·tion of the 
Panzer rese rYe being placed uncle•· the latter' 
command. a conce ion, H illetjugend 1 a a llowed 
to edg up th coa t, but it remained firm! under the 
control of OKW. The Panzer Lehr Divi ion wa to ta 

wher it wa . 
For the Allies, Caen was to be the fir ·t French town 

f con equence that the lib ration armi were likely 
to enter. Its Yalu wa in its location , above all a the 
cenu·e of orman road and ra il communication . t 

i no rth m n ck lay a plain Jar e n ugh fo r th 
consuuction of an airfield complex. From het·e, it 

wo uld be po ible to dev lop mqjor armo ured 

Key 

NORMANDY 

opera tion striking out towards Falaise . What i · m01·e, 

its po ition in th extrem nonhwe t of the zon e 
cove r d b ' rm Group B meant that it wa the 
obviou po int of concen tra tion for erman annour. 
Thu a n wa writ large in All ied D-Da obj tiv . 

To the no rtheast of Caen -which wa some 16 km 
(10 miles) inland from the Allied ' word' beach -
Ro ral Marin ommando landed with infantry divi­
sions and Special Service bl:igade , intending to pu h 
outh and a t our of th beachhead. \ on Run cl tedt 

and hi · op rations chief, General Gunther 
Blumenuitt were fn.1 trated by th deJa that let th 
Allie teadil on olidate their po ition. They came 

Allied thrusts 
~ German counter-attacks 7-8 August 

·----- German front, morning 1 August 
___ German front, evening 1 6 August 

•••••••••••••• Allied army group boundary 
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Above: During the battle of ormandy there was oo 

hortage of propaganda extolling the role and daring of 

the Hitlerjugend. On this magazine cover, members of the 

division are seen waiting for the next Allied attack. 

ashore on five beaches- and the po ibili ty of driving 
them back into th ea was b coming more difficult 
with ach hour t.hat pas d. lt 1 not until 14:30 that 
OKW announced a change of heart. Rundstedt was 
handed not on! the 17th and Panzer LehrDivi ion , 
but also Se pp Dietrich' I S Panzer Corp which 
included the Hitlnjugend Divi ion. 

For Friu 'v itt, commander of the H itle1jugend the 
journey to the front wa a nightmare, taking eight 
hour , four of which were p m in road id ditche , 
dodging air attacks. For good m a ure h r port d 
that the divi ion' marching column had uffered 

eriou lo e in men and mat tial. In deplo rmem 

70 

w t of Pari and outh of Rouen , the corp wa 
. oon on th mov for J ormandy, the tranquil J une 
air haltered by the roar of Panzer engines and the 
harp cream of tank track . Riding on their di\i ion' 

Mark 1 tank , panzergrenadiers wore hastil applied 
camouflage fo liage, wh ile motorcycle combination 
and cottt car peel pa t. . h ad of th m , to a 
maximum depth of 25km ( 40 miles ) , lay country ide 
on i ring mainly of mall fi ld bounded b rout 

hedge-topped bank ·, known a bocag . Woodland 
and orchard were fractured by high-banked lane 
and mudcl -bottomed tream , tltddecl 1 ith tout 
tone village and farmsteads. 

WITTMANN 
Among the force on the morning of 6 June wet·e 
not only Fritz Wirt and 'Panzer' Me er but al o th 
formidable SS-Ober: tumifilhrer l.ichael V\ ittmann, 

who during the battle of ur k in the pr 1iou ear 
had accounted for 30 ovi t tanks 2 anti-tank gun 
and two artillery batt ries. With the H itlerjugend wa 
SS-Oberslunnbamifiihrer Ma.x Wiinsche, a product of 

tl1e elit funkerschule Bad Tolz. All were at the di -
po al of Rommel' Arm Group B, and were ord red 
to the area of Li eux, pl"ior to regrouping west of 

aen for the counter-attack again t anadian force . 
The had one erious disad1-ant:.1.ge, however: the 

la k of air co1· r. RAF Hawker Typhoon took full 
advantage dudng daylight hour , firing both Jow-l vel 
rocket and cannon attack . Hea1 shell fired from 
war hip off: hore whi tl d overhead. And thi wa ju t 
the tart of problem . The 2nd Battalion of the 12tl1 

Panzer Regiment wa h Id up: the Panzer tan k of 
i 1 t Battalion wer tranded b ra lack of fue l on the 
east bank of the Orne river, and the1·e wa little 

pro p ct of obtain ing any quickly. Rommel wa tl1ll 
unable to deplo tl1 e who! divi ion for the counter­

attack and wa forced to depend on a KampfgrupfJe 
(literally 'battle group') und r tl1 command of Kun 

Right: The be t tanks available to the divi ion in 

Normandy were Panthers, armed witb a high-velocity 

75mm (2.95in) gun. Pantbe.rs could knock out advancing 

Allied C.hurchills and Shermans with virtual impunity. 

NORMANDY 
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'Panz r ' 1 y r. 1lot Ion b for . ~feyer had 
de cri bed tl1e im"aders as 'little fi h ' , predi ting tllat 

the · would oon be beaten back into the ea by the 
pi k of tl1 Hillerju !'1ld. 

Me er, a former policeman and the illegitimate 
on of a lab ur r, had j in cl the Leib tandarte dolf 

Hitler in May 1934. m r 1.75 m tre Cft in) in 

h i ht, h ''a obli eel to wear a rai eel ortllopedic 
left hoe b eau of a riou le injury. But in thr 
ears, he had reached the rank of -Hallpsturmfiihrer, 

in ommand of a mowrcycle companr. enice in 
Gre had brou ht him th Kni ht' ro , and h 
won hi Oakleave in 1943 on the Ru '" ian front. 

, ow hi Kampfgmppe on ·i ted of one tank battal-
ion with 90 Mark J and thr infantry battali n 
plus artillery. The e he intended to in ert on the left 
of21 t Panzer Di\i i n to driv to ther to th b ach. 
But anadian trengtll was building up, and Me ·er 

d id d to auack fa t, a dcci ion that ame to naught 
wh n tl1 n my mount cl a vi iou ripo te. YJ • r 

" abl to jud e merhing of its ff t him elf: dur­
ing a com·ersation "ith a battalion commander, a 
tank hell plit their meeting plac wide open, d cap­
itating th other man in th pro e . 

The o~jective of the main rman counter-
offen ive wa to plit rh b achhead. hr tank com­
pani were placed in po ition. The Hille~jugend could 

mu ter two armoured battalion and two panzer-
gr nadi r r im n , with r onnai an r 

and artillery contingents. back-up, Meyer elected 

NORMANDY 

th tall buildin f Ard nn bb )' hi I" n ard 
command po t, its towers affording a commanding 
,;e,,· of a n' we tern edge. One of hi fir t acti n 
wa to move forward bad! '-n eded fuel; he o rganized 

a hunle of jeny can , which were load d aboard 
Volkswa en fi Id car . 

The r\llie were truggling in the nearby area of 

amb . Th 3rd Infamry ivi i n of the 1 ter Rill. 
had not kn01111 tl1 whereabouts of the Gennan 

ince the w od and park at ambe were protected 
b • tone wall mor tllan 1 m tr (31 

• ft) hi h. Th 
German took fu ll ad1-an tage of tlleir po ition and 

p ur cl forth infamry and m rtar fir , eau ing Yere 
c ualti and forcing a withd rawaL 

ADVANCE 
Meanwhi le tlle 12r11 Panzer Divi ion advanced, 

and in its for front '' the 1 t Platoon f the H a\ 
In fantt Gun Compan . The platoon po e ed on! 
ho rt-1-ange gu n and had to advanc 1vith th lin of 

infanU")', b reft of arn1 ur. om 50 m tr (164ft) in 
front a herman rumbl d ou t of a id road, i tur­

ret imm diately winging t ward the G rman . Th 
fir t hell was fired and the men of the platoon were 

av cl b jumping ov r a locked gate. Th y ought 
refuge in a farm, grat fu l that the hell were an ti­
tank r-ather tl1an explo ive, which wou ld have put 

paid to vel!' man. Th )' mad c ntact with a ingl 
infantryman who had previou ly gone mi ing and 
1 ho had n Pam.erjaust anti-tank ro ket. Thi was 
us d to di ab! a h nnan, blocking the main inter­
ection for tlle passage of any fo llowing tanks. 

t Malon, ano th r wooded area north of 
Cambe , a heii exploded on treetops. The trees 
th n fe ll on a Panze r, hitting it ntre and putting 
paid t an ' vi ibility. To make matter wor e, th 
turret tuck fast. The deci ion of two other passing 

tanks to top and op n fire prov d fatal: both were 
hit, one lo ing a track while tl1e oth er kept up its 

Left: After a large explo ion nearby, probably caused by 

air or artillery attack, these Hitlerjugend panzergrenadiers 

pick them eJve up and advance to contact with the 

Allied .in aders on the outskirts of Caen. 
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barrage. A fourth Panzer lid ideway into a hell 
rater and proved u el 

Around the ame time. Panzer Meye r spotted 3rd 
anadian DiYi ·ion ad''<lllcing confidently in the direc­

tion of aqJiquet airfield. 7km (41 
2 mi le ) we t of 

aen , blithe! ignoring 3rd Briti h Divi ion, which 

hould hav been protecting i I ft flank. Unaware of 
Meyer' hidden vantage point within the Abbey, a 

h rman, caught in th German' field la 
rumbled to a halt a mere 1 Om (600ft) awar Its com­
mand r, tanding upright in hi turret, lit a cigarette, 
Me)'er' gla \' n pi king out th man wincing as 
the moke was blown into hi face. The Gennan 

ord red th hidden anti-tank gun of Obersturmbann­

fiihrer Wun eh to hold fire unti l the mo t favourabl 
moment. The Highlander of 3rd anadian Division 
advanc d into th rchard , only to be laughter d as 
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the G rman opened fire. Tho e Canadian following 
b hind began pulling back to the villa re of uthi . 

In a bid to join hi men , Meye r quit the bbey. 

eizing hi mowrcycle, he rode in the dire tion of a 
battal ion. uddenl}' a h ll xplod d dire tly in front 
of him , !icing ofT the motOIT)'cle ' front wheel and 

catapulting him into the air. When h cam to, h wa · 
pre ed into the heaving ground by the force of the 
explo ion around him. rearby lay a frightened 
Canadian pilot, al o incapabl of mm·ement. G rman 
and anadian tared at one another, frozen. Me •er, 

with a half-hum urou hrug, took advantage of a 

Below: A knocked out Sherman provides m omentary 

helter during the incr easingly bitter fighting around 

Caen for a Hitle1j ugend forward observer. The soldier is 

us ing binoculars to de tect any Allied movements. 

udden lu ll in the bombardment to make good h i 
e cape toward the battalion. The Canadian h acted 
in the oppo ite dit·ection. 

HEAVY COST 
The awesome cost of the attack was on l too appar nt 
to [ y r. he ground of the abbey wer I in red with 
the wounded or dying. Meyer' 2nd Battal ion om­

mander had b en killed in action , along with mo t of 
the compan command 1 , who had either perished 
or were wounded everel . T hird Battalion had a) o 
u tained heavy lo e ; mo t of the armour had been 

wre ted from the tank deta hment. 
n incident during the bitter fighting in tl1 ar a 

involved 25th Panzer renadier Regiment of the 
Hitlerjugmd. church, known to be hou ing n iper , 
was tormed. Here, Emil Wern r aw hi fir t cl ad 
comrade, Grenadier Ruehl, from the headquaners 
platoon; he had been shot through the head: 

NORMANDY 

Above: Two Hitlerjugend men pose before a disabled 

Cromwell tank. Although the British tank was a match for 

the PzKpfw IV that equipped m o t of Hitlerjugemf 

panzer regiment, it was outgunned by the ir Panthers. 

'My ction commander was w unded in the arm 
and had to go to tl1e rea1·. Grenadier Gro e from 

Hamburg 1 apt pa t me, LOward · a clump of bu he 
with hi ubmachine gun at the ready, screaming: 
"Hands up . Hands up!" Two Engli hmen em rg d 
with their hand held high. far as I know, Gro e 
got the Iron Cross, econd Class, for thi .' 

The murderou truggle for aen continued. 
General ir Bernard Montgomer '• as ommander of 
Allied land force , called for a mas ive air attack, to b 
followed b 1 a last, de p rate, attempt to capture aen 
b fronta l assault. Op ration Chamwood was sched­
uled for J ul . The cit hould have b en taken on 
D-Da i elf but the approach to the city was a ticky 
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fl papet·, to which adhered men and upplie all 
immobiliz d and made vulnerable to counterattacks. 
Furth rmor , th Canadian had o far failed to take 
Caq)iquet. Among the llie , there was now con ider­

able alarm· in ron hurchill the Briti h Prime 
Minister, was haunt d by memorie of the bl od 
talemat he had 1 itne ed on the We tem Front in 

\o\'o rld V\ ar I. Heavy ualtie had b en u tained and 
infantry re erve were being bled. There was anotJ1er 

pre ·ing r a n for Cluing th brid h ad :London 
was uffe.ring th fit t of HitJer' l flying bomb and 
it was vital to knock out the launching ite . 

Around heux, we t of arpiqu L. fighting wa · 
de perate. for the momem, the units of 12th , 21 t 
and Panzer Leltr Panzer Oivi ion eemed impreg­
nabl . -Haup ltmnfiihrer Han iegel, commander 
of an SS panze•· company later described how he 
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Above: Hitlerjugend anti-tank crews - such as the one 

abO\•e in a Normand hedgerow - inflicted a 

considerable toll on enemy tanks particularly when the 

Allies suffered from a shortage of protecting infantry. 

di po d of numerou enemy tan · in the urround­
ing countryside, eaming him elf the Knight" Cro . 

' h 11 aft r h 11 left the barr I of our gun, a h 
one a hit. 'v\e fired o fast that th v ntilator could 
hardly cop with the fuming gase ... abmptly the 

ground in front of u app ared to xplode - a tank 
shell fit·ed from the right flank ... The lone enemy 
tank . . . wa 365 m tr [I 200ft] away. Be~ re we could 
even swin th gun around to b ar, h hit u . Flame 
blew up around us and e cape hatche flew open.' 

iegel' unner bailed out, hi clothe · a £lame. He 
was followed by the gun load r, but ieg I him lf was 

unable to et fr e from the turret hatch. ln front of 
h im was the radio operator. With one final effort, 

ie e) pu ·hed him throu h the hatch , tumbling aft r 
him. Th n h wa in mid-air, hanging down the tank's 
ide while machine-gun fire rattled again t th 

a rmour platin . Th n he realiz d that he had 
neglected to unplug the wireless lead around hi 

n ck. After a de p rat truggle, he manag d to di -
eman I him If and , on hitting the ground, roll 
clear, out of the line of lire. 

n raJ e •r Yon chweppenburg, commander 
of Panzer Group \o\e t, met with Meyer, and 

announced a gigantic effort to break through to me 

Below: Hitlerjugend panzergrenadiers come under 

bombardment during their advance north of Caen. · outh 

of their position was open tank country, and the division 

was keen to prevent the Alli breaking through them. 

NORMANDY 

oa t with three armoured diYi ions. Out of Caen , 

2 1 t Panzer would ana k on the right with 
Hitlnj ugend in the centre and the Panzer L ehr 

Divi ion on the left, near Ba eux. \'on chw ppe n­

burg was under no illu ion : th re ould b but one 
attempt, and it had to ucceed. The Briti h and 

anadian , however, app ar cl in front of th 

rman !in and gradua ll y clged the three di\'i-
ion over on the centre. 

PRESSURE 
m·elenting pre ure b the lli e fore d the 

rman to ommit unit prematurely taking 
casualti es as a re ult. But the B•·iti h were not having 
tl1in all their own wa : ther wa in ufficiem infanU)' 
to protect the tanks. particular humiliation was 

expe.-ien ed by a leading brigad f 'itl1 Armoured 
Divi ion. Em rging from a ·mall wood in the area of 
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Left: The fighting in Not"mandy was di ~ointed and 

spot"adic a pattern only broken when the Allies launched 

an offensive. Grndually, however, the Germans were 

pushed backwat"ds as the weight of Allied numbel"S told. 

Vi1le1 Bocage, ~.vbich lay d irectl w t of aen and th 
airfi Id at Carpiqu t, it wa chall ng db a Ion Ti er 
crewed b Oberstunnbannfiihrer Michael Wittmann and 
gun-la ·er -RottenfiihrerWolf. romwell, one of the 
latest models of Briti h tanks but ti ll completely out­
cl ed b the exc 11 nt erman Panth and Tigers, 
wa the fi1 t of a rie of blazing wr cks. With th 
atTival of et more Tigers, the brigade was soon forced 
to fa ll back wward \ ille · Boca , a doz n romwell · 

seeking to cover the retreat. 
Then a she ll ripped into the right track of 

\ ittmann ' Tiger. From th rubble of wrecked hou e 
Briti h troops launched their pring-powered anti-tank 
pi got mortar, the PIAT (Projector, Infunu , Anti-Tank) . 

NORMANDY 

Above: SS Kubelwagens (the German equivalent of the 

jeep) make their way care fully through the ruins of a 

French village. The Allies used heavy bombel"S several 

times in Nol"mandy to blast a hole in the German line . 

Th erman withdrew, ati tied that they had 
LOpp d the advan of an ntir Briti h brigad . 

PROPAGANDA 
Even at th is rage of the war, th German propaganda 
machine \\< t.irele , as d mon trat din the lu rid ·tyle 
of an repon r writin forth magazine Leithejl.: 

Thousands of aircraft, mlling barrages of the bat­

t ri masked tank atta ks hamm r d th m in with 
bombs and hells. The earth heaved thunderou ly. An 
in~ rno was unlea hed. But faith wa th trong ·t 

up port of countge. meared with bl d , cO\·er d with 
dust, gasping and fighting dogged ly dug in the ea•·th , 
the outh brought th Anglo-Am ri an to a hal . 
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Right: A Hitlerjugend panzergrenadier peers round the 

corner of a bui.lding to check for the enemy, while a 

Panther tank from the division's panzer regiment waits 

behind him for the all-clear. 

It was an achi v m nt that had its co t. During 
what he thought was a lull in the fi •hting, Fritz v\ itl 
mad li r hi chat au headquarter to lun h with 
Oberschiize Hans Matyska, another of the intake from 

the Leibstandarte Divi ion. Then came the roar of 
406mm (l6in) naval hell from two Briti h battle­
hip tationed off the coast. t fir t, Witt thought the 

target'' a battery po ition d in the don valley, to 
the outheast. He as umed too tl1at this would be the 

p int on which th nem • would one ntrat but 
then ame a econd alYo, landing much nearer. 

Everyone was ordered to take cover in a prepared 
anti- hrapnel trench, which lay und r tall tre 
behind the hou e. VI itt was the tir t to leap in. At that 

mom nt a hell explod d in the tre top , nding 
how rs of hrapnel downward. large piece li ed 

into Fritz Witt' head. There were further explo ion , 
the hrapnel cattering over the garden and claiming 
other victims. 

NEW COMMANDER 
VI ithin half an hour, th Divi ion' hief of taff, 
H erb rt M y r, ord r d 'Panzer' e er (no relation ) 
to take over the command. For feye1·, an ardent Nazi 

fuelled with the confidence and arrogance of early 
battlefield ucce es, the death of Witt was a bleak 

inheritance: by l July 1944, Briti h VIII Corp had 
pre ed 12th Panzer Divi ion back to the we tern 
uburb of Caen , where 26th Panzer Regiment of the 

Hitlerjugend had been reduced to mere battalion 
u·ength , its tank, auxiliary and engineer components 

all but ann ihilated. In the north, the Panze of th 
divi ion lack d p trol , ammunition and quipment. 

A flak battery held on precarious) to Carpiquet, 

who e airfi Ld had b come the la t ba tion of the 
Ca n d fenc . Time and again, Meyer r que ted 
permission to pull back to the river line that ran 
through the centre, and which wa horter and thu 
easier to defend. This proved fruitle s, drawing only 
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the fam iliar mantra: 'The Fiih1·e r Order demand not 
a yard of ground b yield d '. 

The frail forces at the di posal of the Gennan had 
as opponen the an.adian th Infantry B1i ad , 
to eth r with a battalion of the Ro l Winnipeg Rifle , 
buttre ed by tanks of the Fort Carry H01 e and armour 
of th Briti h 79th 1110ur d Divi. ion. The also had to 
contend with the on ntrat d firepower of 42 gun 
and warship , including mm (16in) gun · of th bat­

tle hip Rodney and the m nitor Robert' 3 lmm (l5in) 
gun . gainst the e were pitted ome 50 SS panzer-

r nadier , uppon d b Ober. tumzbannfilhrer 'lax 
Wun eh ' Tig rs. n ealed in an aircrafl hangar, they 
were soon facing force of the Royal Winnipeg battal-

ion. The latt r wer confronted b • the fierce fanaticism 
of a m re 1 • te na ers. who advanced from th 
hangw~ crouching low and firing fmm tl1e hip. Caught 
mom nta1il)' off guard, the naclian were beaten 
back. l11ey did e,·entuall e ure Carpiquet, butthi was 
by no mean a walkove1·. The men of the Royal 
\Yinnip had t endur a ea ·cade of flame throwe · 
and tl1e1·e was unexpectedly trong tank upport. 
Furth m10r , the place was bri tling with oliclly built 
und rground blockhot e bi ected b a network of 
pas ages. By the end of the day, 4July, 1 I 7 Canadian 
,,. re dead and 260 wound d. 

Matter were different on the ri ht of Kurt Me er' 
front. Tb re he was depending on the 16th Luft:waffe 

NORMANDY 

Field Divi ion. Thi , in itself, was an illu tration ofju t 

h w de perate thing had become for the G rman . 
The e men were ex-pi lo and gun crew , who w re 
ignorant of infant!)' warfare and thus proved to be a 

riou liability in battl . 
Montgomery's next initiative wa Operation 

Goodw ad, a tion d onju1 1 1 and involving all four 
Briti h and anadian corp in Normand . The 
re ourcc of German intelligence warned of a major 

operation p nding. epp ietrich, though , u ed le 
ophi ticated method . ing a tri k pi ked up on the 

Ru ian front, he put his ear to the gmuncl and 
detected th rumbl f oncomin Briti h tanks. The 
r\llie were faced with form idable defence , consi ting 
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of four belts of natural and man-made ob tacle and 
a re rv of tank . Th op n, rolling agricultu ral land 
appeared peaceful, but its dominating ridge con­
ceal d mm (3.45 in) fl ak/ anti-tank gun . Th vi l­
lage wer al o formidabl ntre of d f n e. 
:'\1atter were scarcely he lped, either, by network of 
hill and narrow valle ; dominating the northern 
ridge was the acutely teep ·crub cover of M nt 
Pichon, 29km (1 mile ) outhwe t of the town. 
Further oulh . a ciULch of Pan th rs and i waited 
out of artillery range. Another won · f01· the AIJie wa 

Lhe rn bridgehead , rapidly b coming a log jam; 
ix narrow rive r cro ing for around 

BOMBARDMENT 
Gen ral Iile Demp e , com mandin 2nd Briti h 

r·my, to which the Canadian be long d turn d to 

th Ro al Air Force to overcome the de termined 
re i tan e of Lhe . Thi b gan with Lhe un of th 
battle hip Rodney directing 29 he ll a t a di tan e of 
22 km (142 mile ) on the ke hill a t Point 64, 

whe re the roads from Epron and Lebi e converged 
b fore running down to a n. N t came over 4 0 
fo ur-engined hea bombers, dropping a load of 
2560 ton ·. 

To the east, near the illage of Emievill , Lieu­
L nant Freiherr von Ro en, with his Tiger compan , 

recall d later that he had found him elf in h 11 : 
' I am still astoni heel that 1 ever un'ived .. .It w 

next to imp ible to e an thi ng as o much dirt 
had been tirred up by the explo ion . . . impo ible to 
hear an thing be au e of tl1e unceasing crashing ... so 
nen' - haltering w could not think .' 

By the end of thi hellish a ault 50 men of th 

company had committed uicide and another was 
later nt to a mental institution. 

The pre ure on aen was unrelenting. oon tl1e 
town was b ing held on th right b an infamry 

Left: The Pallzerfau I was a single-shot anti-tank gren ad e 

launche r, the fore runner o f anti-tank mi ile u ed by 

modern armie today. Although onJy a short-range 

weap on , it was capable of knocking out any Allied tank. 
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did ion and au ring of Hilletjugend panzer-
grenadier . The oungster fought with a fiercenes 
that toni hed \'en the f rce of another ingle­
minded \>\fajfen-SS panzer division, De~,; RPich, which 
wa in action along ide. One Das R.Pich man , Wolfgang 
Fi lor, later re all d having an American tank full in 
hi ights. He was about to knock it out when he aw 
a Hille1jugend oldier rai e hi Panzeifa.u I- anti-tank 
rocket- as a ignalto hold fir . V\ ithin cond , the 

'Outh fir d th PanU!Ijaust and the tank blew up, tak­
ing him with it. u h g tur prov d pointle when 

en again t the achievement of a ingle anadian 17-

p und r anti-tank battery, which alon d troyed l 3 
enemy tanks. 

El where d1e erman defenders refused to be 
di lodged, fu ll ob di nt to Hitl r, who had in i ted 
that ' aen i to be defended to the last shoL' 
Altl1 ugh brui ed and battered, 12th Panze r 
Oivi ion Hilletjugend held finn on Hill 11 2, outhwe t 
of a n. To th northea t la the exten ive reache of 

the a rpiqu t aerodrom ; a n i If' po itioned 
to th ast; and to th outh th re was a commanding 
view acro th Or n - the Oa t, feature ) 

aen-Falai e plain. 
n attempt to di Jod e Lh German from thi 

commanding height was made in Op ration J upiter 
by Lh Briti h 43rd (We ex) Infant Division . The 
pea rhead of the advanc wa b m n of the Duk 

of orm a ll ' Light In fa nu '• which was virtual! ' 
ann ihilat d b the erman Tig r , who held out 
teadfa tl for more than two week , thereb blo k­

ing a na tural route toward th more open country 
a round Fala i e. One urvivor, Lan e orporal 
Cordon Mucklow, r·eca ll ed, ' 11 hell bro ke loo e, 
red hot bullets wer izzling in the earth in h e · 
from o ur helmets.· De cri bed in on account a 'a 
bloody quagmire' , Hill ll2 remained impregnable 
until th Tiger f 11 victim to the rocket of 

Typhoon lig hter bomber . 
Ther fo llowed an artill e bombardment, mo t 

inten e around the village of uverville and 
Oemouvi lle, to the ea t of ae n. Dietrich ent a 
Panzer r n • to the area of Bourguebu , wh re th 
tanks knocked out a ucce ion of herman 
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another corner of 1ormandy had b om a killing 
gr und. In Ca n i elf, the B.-iti h and 
were tying down e\'en more 

ea r. a re ult. the Ameri an further we t faced 

under trength infantJ uni backed by ju t two 
panzer formation . 

11 of whi h came no ·urpri e to epp Dietrich , 

Hiller hard-d.-inkin Bava1·ian ladiat r. From th 

,. ry tart, he had expr ed hi r ervation about the 

entire 'onnandy campaign. Earlier, h had com­

plain d to Rommel th;u he was 'b in bl d and t­

ting nowhere'. When ordered by Rommel to attack, 

he cl manded 'With what? V\e n eel anoth rei ht or 

t n clivi ion in a day or 1:\VO , or w re fini heel.' 

' Panzer' Meyer came to the ame conclu ion: 'Th 

Divi ion ' ea ualtie are con id rable. In thi itua­

tion , n an on ly a1 ulat on the Divi ion being 

completely wiped out.' fgnoring Hit! r ' dir et 

order , he pull d hi tr p ba k to to the outh bank 
of the Orn riv r. Later, he wrote: 

'The fre h bloom in fac · of a f< w w ks ago hav 

becom holl owed out and grey; the boy · eye ar 
alread dead .... v\Te w r m ant to die at a n.' 

Among the pur uing anadians wa Duncan K le 
from Ontario: 

' udd nl we were in a avag light. We opened up 

with Br n and rifle . I wung my rifle li htly to th 

right. r was taring into th face of a blond o ldi r. 

H wa on hi b 11 facing me. Our eye locked. l 
·queezed the trigger a p lit econd aft r h rai ed 

h im If on hi elb w . The .303 lug caught him ju t 

b low th throat. The impact lifted hi bod traiglll 
into m face. pool of blood was forming n th 

pavement unci r h i eh r. He looked I ep , hi head 

nodd ing. He wa ti ll on hi elbow and wa wavin hi 

hands . .. He wa dying. I think about him often. When 

h aw me tak aim he had tarted waving hi ha nd 
in age tu re of urrender.' 

n 9 Jul ·, Briti h and anadian troop took Caen, 

\ hich had b en reduced to rubble by a bombard­

ment of2500 ton . The nl • ar a fortunate nough to 
·urvh· wa ar und the maje tic bba e-aux-Hommes, 

whi h had become a refugee for the h m I . Th 

full force of air bombardm nt had fa llen on the 
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Hitlerjugend. ome of who e trongpoin · of re i tance 

held until burnt out by th flam -thrower of Briti h 

tank . But to ke p Caen wa out of the que lion; n 

July, Rommeltook th deci ion to pr par for evacu­

a tion of the town. Th ord r wa given tha t all h ea' 
weapon be moved ac ro the Orne river, which 
n \\' cl thr u h th city. 

LOSSES 
Th 12th Panz r Divi i n Hitlnjugend had lo t 20 
m dium tanks, everal mm (3.4~ in ) un , i · 

ntirc to k of anti-tank gun and a hi hp r entage 

fits troop . ln all, Rommel reckoned that overall 

lo e were the equivalent of four battalion . n the 

morning of 9 July. Briti h and Canadian troops 
ntered Caen from th e fl a nk a nd reach d the 

rne, who brid e · were ith r cl tro d or 

blo k d b rubbl . The frontline oldie1· of 12th 

were b now total! ' worn out: in on bunk r on the 

d of the t wn , th y had fallen into a deep leep, 

th eir officer obliged to take over th guard duti . 

traggler who tagg r d into the bunker collap eel 
to the floor. But there wa to be no r pit . The 

yo uth · were prodd d awake and rd red to th east­
rn bank f th Ome, to bolster an already hop le 

defence and w join other who had om how 

reached th r ahead of them. A recorded in 

H ubert Meyer 's hi to1· ' of the 
Divi ion , Rotlenfiihrer Paul Hin b r 

' \\ e w re 36 men. Ahead of u 

12th Panzer 

r' rote : 
tood a Canadian 

,·ehicle column, the men gath r d around fire . 1n 

th vicini ty of th previ u tr n h of 11 ompan , of 

which no one wa left, we lo L five me n ... \ e r ached 
the rear po ·itions ou ide aen with 3 1 men .' 

It w cl ar that Hitler, a upreme commander, 

was utterly indifferent to the b lood-lettin . Thi "' 
d mon trat d in a I tter dat cl 21 July 1944, from 
H im·i h Himmle r to the Reich Labour Lead r 
Kon tantin Hi rl: 

'Havin learnt that th Pa nzer Oi,•i ion 

Hitlerjugend has alread lost 000 men , th Fiihrer 

a ked me what r placemen I had .. .I informed the 

Fiihr r that I would g t into contact with th 

Reichsjugmdfiihrer with the obj ' t of g ttin him to 

provide , once again , a fair! large number of volun­

teer for the Panzer Divi ion H itlnjugend. The 

Reichsjugendfilhrer pr mi eel m 6000 volunt r ... 

Th Hitlnjugend Dh·ision now has casual tie of 6000, 

in ludin 2000 d ad. Th painful truth i that, at the 
lowe t e timate , one th ird of the wounded are 

am pute , inc mo t of the injurie have been 
eau ed by anillery and dive b mbing. We mu t e 

to it that the e clivi ion do not bleed to death totall , 

ince th ' are ... in the tru L en e deci iv for 
the war.· 

By 26 J ul , th fore of General Omar Bradley had 

penetrated the German front at t Lo, outh w t of 
aen on the River i1·e . .Four da later, th n wl 1 
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Above: With the exception of a few unrepentant fanatics , 

urre nde r came as a blessed relief for many in the 

Hitlerjugend. Aside from some rare in tance of ummary 

shootings, most were treated humanely b their captors. 

rge Patton had 
reached vranche , Lhu opening the wa to Brittan ' 

and tl1e Loire in th outh. I that was left of the 

Ge1·man Army in 1 ormandy w I eked in a narrow 

area which be ame known a the gentan- Falai e 

gap, th term de cribing th d i tanc that eparat d 
Amedcan and Canadian force . The e alii now 

ou ht to clo th b lood inferno that would 
be ome the Falai pock t. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Mter the fall of Caen, the DalriOW pocket south of Falaise was 

described by Eisenhower as 'o e o e greate killing grounds of any of 

the war areas'. The battl tained survivors of the division were sucked 

into this hell on earth, in which hundreds would lose their lives. 

From eady on , the cam paign in o rmandy had 
eau d a crop of anxieti for th Ame rican and 

the e had centred on the Contentin peninsula. The 
probl m could be traced righ t from the ti me of the 
conception of Operation obra, wh ich had been ug­

ge ted to 1ontgomery a commander of the Allied 
land force by Gen ral Omar Brad] y. Th aim of 
Cobra bad been to trap the bulk of the German in 
th area outh of herbourg wh re th la t e rman 
trongpoints had tu-rendered on 29 June. Her·e the 

I orp of Major Gen ral Di trich von 
Choltitz would be pinned again t the oast. t th 
ame lime ther·e had been a propo ed strike outh 

we t toward outance , launched from the road 
between t Lo and Perier . Then would come the 
ur e outh from th region of La Haye-<:lu-Pui , 
queezing the C nnan into a pocket. 

Howeve r progre s by the American had been 

low, and \VOr ening weather brough t about the 
postponement of Cobra . One of the re ults of thi · 

wa an un xpected di a ter. The decision to r·e ched· 
u le had b n taken aft r aircraft had taken off on a 

Left: The train of battle clearly how on the face of 

SS.Sturmbamifiilrrer Hans WaJdmiiller of the 25th Panzer 

Grenadier Regiment in his command post near Cambes 

on the outskirts of Caen. 

upporting bombing raid from England. lt wa 

tuned by th rew that obra wa af. 1 1 under-
way and th area clear of force , High e plo ive 
from 70 h a' bomber and medium bomber arriv­
ing in two wave were dropped on American force · 
with hea ea ualtie , including civi lian ob erve r . 
Among the dead was Lt General L I J le air. the 
former commander of nny Ground Force and the 

high t-ranking Am rican to die in the north-w t 
Europe campaign . It wa wiftl reali d that if n w 

of hi death leaked out, the di po ition of American 
force wou ld b corn known to the e rman : 
Me ai r wa the commander of the phantom Fir t 

rmy Croup, having replac d Patton in that role. 
The burial of M air wa thu carri d ut ecretl 

amid a ecuri ty clamp-<:lown. 

HARD fiGHTING 
Th German defenders at fir t had fac d demorali d 
and depl ted Ameri an force durin a ground 
a au lt on 25 July. But the American eventuall 1 ral-
li d, drhing outh we t from th t L6 [0 Peri r 
road . During this pro re the Panzer uhr Divi ion 
had been ubje t d to a ma i\'e atta k and had 
r I d under mor than 500 t nne of high explo-
ives and napalm. The d ivi ion's commander, 

eneraJ Fritz Bay rl in , r orded: 
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Above: This Panzer JV di plays an impre ive number of 

killer rings on its 75mm (2.95in) gun. AJthough produced 

in greate r volume than any other type during the war, its 

munbe were dwindling fast thanks to Allied aircraft. 

' B noon noth ing was vi ible but du t and moke. 

1y front line 1 k d like the face f the mo n and 
at least 70 per cent of m troops were out of action -
dead. wounded, crazed or numbed.' 

Hitler lo tin hi map and charts, n \' r 
appreciate th e di re po ition the Gnman were in . 

ho at th harp end wer more r ali tic. 'Mo t 
Secret' report from Rommel, fom-arded to Hitler by 

von Kluge ommander-in- hiefWe ·t, was blunt: 

'The po ition on the ormandy front i dai ly 
becoming more difficult and i reaching cri i pro­
portion ... Th infantry cl ivi ion now arri,~n ar 
without combat xp rience, have low e tabli hments 
of ar-ti ller and of anti-tank weapon . The al o lack 
do combat anti-tank weapon and ar unable to 

a 

Right: \¥hile one of their number keeps watch, these two 

halftrack crew men hastily dig defensive po itions in 

which to spend the night. The risk of attack meant that 

e\•er pre caution bad to be take n, even b ellind the line . 

offer determined re i tance after they ha,•e been ub­

jected to drum fire for many hour . Exp xien e h 
hown that e\'en the be t units are battered by the 

enem ' mat rial uperiorit and b ' their lo in 
m n and material. ' 

HEAVY LOSSES 
Rommel pelt outtho e Ios e : ' ... about 97,000 men 
(of whom 23 0 w re officer ) .. . that a dai ly 
wa tage of b rwe n 2500 and 000 men. ur mat ri­
al lo se have a l o been high and have on! ' been 
replaced in pan, of about 22 - panzer lost we ha\· 
re eived only 17 rep la men ... Th nn • i fight-
ing h roicall e\·erywhere but the unequal combat i 
nearing its end ... ' 

FALAISE 
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For the American , th focu ' a on bla ting 
open a ho le in the German lines which wou ld make 

a drive on th in po ibl . Thi wou ld n c i­
tate the capture of the town of Falaise, lying outh 

ea t of Caen. To achieve thi , Ei enhow r and 

Bradley worked out a trat for ncirclem nt, 

aiming to trap the Gennan defendn , p•·eventing 

their withdrawal and forcing th ir UIT nder. To 

achieve thi Bradle unl a hed unit of the Third 

rm under General Pallon. His force included 

Major General Jacqu Leclerc ' French 2nd 

Armour d Divi ion, positioned far to the outh at 

Le Man , which 1 ou ld now make for Ar eman in 

the north. H re Anglo- anadian force , atta king 
from Caen and later Falai e, wou'ld create a va t, 

•a1 ning pocket to trap the rman . Falai e a t 
had not been taken and, to do o, Fir t Canadian or 

econd Briti h Army would be required LO lluu t LO 

11 

the ·outh east and capture T.-un , the point for a link 

up with Patton ' advance. 

How I' r G nnan re i tance was too su-ong for this 

to be achieved and the attack ground to a halt, le 

than halfwa to Falai e. The rman had taken hea1 
asualtie : -th Divi ion barely exi led and Hillnjugend 

had lo tall but 1- of i tan · . Thr e battalion f 25th 

Panzer r nadier Regim nt had h.-unk to two battle 

group , KampfgrufJpen Waldmtlller and Kraus . Two 

weak m and on rocket battalion was th ole con­

Lent of arti lle1 . well as standard reconnai ance 

troop , the divi ion a! headquane1 company con i ted 

of ngin 1 , anti-tank, flak group and two platoon of 

grenadiers. After the fall ofCaen the divi ion had b n 

withdrawn from the I in for a re t , but the r pite had 
b en brief and d1e divi ion had b en sent back to con­

tinue fighting unti l reli ved. Il came traight intO t.h 

pad1 of the Canadian , toged1envith Poli h tank er w , 

lfhO were th.-usting southwards in two operation , 
codenamed Totaliz 'and 'Tractabl '. 

Panzer Meyer, suffering the effects of a head 

wo und after dive-bomb r had a ttacked hi car, faced 
the tark r ality that if he did not make the be t of hi 

d id. ion 's re ource , however depleted, the Allie 

would b through Falai , and the erman armie in 

the west would be trapped be)•ond re cue. The date 

f 14 ugu t 1944 wa et for Operation Tractable, 

the driv into Falai its If, and imultan ou I a w t­

ward th.-ust towards Pari . The p lan were compro­

mi ed, howev r by a anadian officer who blunder d 

into the Gennan line and was killed. On hi body the 

Left: A fie ld dressing is being applied quickly to a 

wounded H itlerjugend youth by his comrades. Soldiers 

with far more evere wounds fought on against the Allies 

in ormandy, unable or unwilling to desert their position. 

First 
us 

Army 

Key 
Allied line midnight Augusl 6 
Allied line midnight Augusl 13 
Allied line midnight August 16 
Areas held by Germans midnighl Aug. 19 
German rearguard positions Aug.19 

-xx- Inter-army group boundary as fixed Aug.3 
(This boundary was moved north to the line of 
the Brlouze-Argentan·Gac6 road on Aug.13 and 
to the line ol the Argentan·Chambois·Gace road 
on Aug.17) 

MilesO 5 10 

Kilometres 0 10 20 

FALA I SE 

German found plan for the Tracta ble a tta k , 

enabling the erman LO trengthen their defence . 

Th oppo ition Hitleljugend faced was the full force 

of 1 t nadian Arm including the 51 t Highland 

Divi ion, 4th anadian rmour d Divi ion , 1:\vo 

Canadian annoured b•;gade and the 2nd Canadian 

Infantry Divi ion. In addition, it was plann d for H 

Canadian Corps to weep southwards at night, mash­

ing an enem which would already have b n w ak-

ned b ' re lentle aerial bombardm nt. Th 

grenadiers met thi threat b pacing out their motor­

ized convo , making them elve hard r targets for 

Allied airp01 e.-. The German advanced with 

Below: The ever-closing jaws of the Falaise pocket. The 

remnants of the division fought hard to keep the two 

Allied armies apart, so that as many Germans couJd 

escape as possible, but thousands died in the battle. 
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d termination , dti1ing through th in lai woods, via 
t Laurent and fwm ther·e into the Grimbo q "·oods. 

h adin for Lhe ctor of th Allied bridgeh ad which 
had b en tabli h d acro tl1 Orn river. The di\i· 
ion ' advance was temmed by a solid wall of oppo i­

tion which meant that the per onnel ani. r and tan · 
could pwgre no fur·ther. The grenad iers di 
mounted and fann d out, b atin their· way forward, 
firing all th whil and forcin th Briti h infantry ba k. 
and eventually out of the woods altogether. nder· fr·e h 

bombardm nt th panz rgr nadier li 11 ba k, on! • to 
advance again through the village ofGtimbo q, be ·ond 
which lay th bridgeh ad. However· the atta k rs were 
too weak and. at an enonnous co tin d ad and w und­
ed, could onl reduce the bridgehead" extent. 

•I anwhil , I Panz r orp , which had b n 
eeking to hold the Br·iti h at Cond , 26km ( 16 mile ) 
outh-we t of Falai e, wa all but p nt, its ammun i­

tion xhau ted. The Fre French lurked m nacingly 
behind, poised for the big weep from around 

E ouch . Thi wa th French ciliz n arm , th m n 
of tlle Maqui , niping and munding up tragglers 
who w re cut d wn 11·itllout mercy as ,,·ell a moppin 
up in the wake of t11 e Jlied advan e and exer i ing 
to the full their tal nt and expeni for abotage. 
Thi would have th effect of rapidly narrowing the 
gap forming the ole escape route from the pocket. 

CINTHEAUX 
Panzer· Meyer witne ed ano th r in tance of ju t how 

grim th iruation had b corn . In a drive to the ta -
ticall)' important 1-illage of Cinlheaux, lying a mere 

10 Om (1094yd ) from the anadian po ition , h 
ncoum r d a ingle anti-tank platoon cov ring th 

Caen-Falai e highway down which men of the 9th 
Divi ion w re fleeing. In hi book Grenadier. Me}'er 
wrote that he himself wa unann d except for a car­
bin and wa ac ompanied on ly by hi driver: 

' [ am eing erman ldi r running awa ' for the 
first time during the e long, gruesome, murderou 

y ar. Th y ar unre ·pon iv . Th }' ha1· b en 
through h llfire and tumble past us with ~ ar in their 
eye . I look at the leaderle group in fa cination. My 
uniform ticks to m body. the fear of re pon ibility 

IZ 

making me br ak om in a ,,·eat. .. ljump out of th 
car and tand alone in the middle of road, talking to 

m)' fl eing comrade . The • are tariled and top . . . 
Th y r cogni e m , turn around. and 1\'ave to ill ir 
comrade to come and organise the defence on the 
I in to inth au . ' 

All wa till not lo t for tlle G rman , howev r. 
bid was made by Lieutenant eneral imond , com­

mander of Jl anadian orp , to iz Hill 195. we t 
of the main road and ituated half-wa between 

imh aux and Falai e. The r ult "' humiliating for 
the lie ; th olumn lo t its 1 ay in the dark and had 
to withstand repeated counter attack from the 

Hitlnjugend Divi ion at the co t of 45 tan · . late r 
attempt ecured the hill and tl1e German were dri­
v n ba k om I 4km (9 mile ) . But tl1 obj ctive had 
not b en a hie\' d. There 11 a furiller etba k ,,·h n 

two column of tanks with infantry of 4th Canadian 
and 1 t Poli h Arm ur d Di1i ion adl'anced down 
both ide of the Caen-Falai e road under the cloak 

fair trik . G rman r i tance pr01·ed too great and 
il1e attack tailed . General Patton had already boa t· 
d that hi Am ri.can formation could hav e, ily 

enter d Falai e and clo ed tl1 gap, but thi move had 

be n oppo d be au e of ille po ibility of calli ion 
witl1 Briti h for e . Th rman ape route to the 
east remained open. 

In ill 1•ening of 1- ugu t. th Royal Winnip g 
Rifle and the 2nd Armour d Brigacl fa d infantry 

and tan · at the ~~llage of oulagny which 1 a! the 
launching point for tl1 atta k on a point d ignat d 
Hill 16 , ecurecl after prolonged fighting, co ring a 

anadian battalion 37 kill d and 93 wound d. 

Reinforcem nts 'ver call cl up and th atta k 
r·e umed from another hill 1 ith gain made deep into 

th 1-illag . 
The Hillnjugend was in danger of being urr-otmded 

but a Tiger tank w on hand to reliel'e the di1i ion. 
The tank clo d in on ix hem1an , drivin Jowl}' 
line astern , covering the German foxholes with con-

tal1l. fire again t which th panz rgr nadi rs had no 
defen e. \"'hat happened n xt wa a n at illu tration 
of a tacli often employed b TigeJ'S, which was to fire 
fir tat tl1e I ading tank and tl1 n th on in il1e rear. 

\1\'ithout a pau th Tig r turned its full fury on the 
remaining four hermans, only to fmd that all at once 
it wa facing another column of arn10ur d per onnel 
carrier . The crew of ille German tank briefly thought 
the new arril'al to be grenadier , until th afternoon 
un picked out the cl ar whit tars on their vehicle . 

The Ametican 
sion of ·plo i1· 

tood no chance with a quick ucc 
hell and machin gun al\"Oe . The 

p r onnel carrier had been fully loaded; the column 
at burning and smoking. The vi llage of oula ny had 

b corn a killing round. 

FAL AISE 

Above: Two Hitlerjuge11d panzergrenadiers move from 

their dug-in position, armed v.ith MP 40 submachine 

guns. The high grass provided a d egree of cover fro m 

Allied artillery ob ervers and fighter-bombers. 

Five day later, another attem pt wa mad -a mad 
charg in whi h 250 anadian and Pole attacked 
the pocket head on. ergeant Leo ariepy, a French­
Canadian tank commander, r called: 

'It was ab autiful unny day and tl1i great column 
of armour moved through field of wav:in grain like 
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Above: A HitleJjt~gend gun crew duck for cover as an 

Allied naval sheU lands in the distance. For much of the 

Normandy campaign the Allies were able to eaU on naval 

fire support to suppre any German trongpoints. 

eri aven in cemau Lraight from hell.. . peed, 
nothing but pe cl, and on we went, ra hin through 
ob tacle at 20 to 25mph [32-40 km / h).' 

The charg took the anadian and Pol to the 
outskirts of Falai e. The G rman de~ n e of th 

town wa in the hand of Kampjgru.P/JP Krau e of the 
Hillerjug£tnd, under th command of turmbannfiihrer 
Bern hard Kr<m e. trong defence points were t up 
alon the ancient city wall and faced north and 
north west. For th the battle b gan to the we t 
of the Falai road during the evening of 6 ugu t 
J 944. Th Bri ti h ·9th Divi ion and 34th Tank 
Brigade e tabli hed a bridgehead a ros the Orn 
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river above Thury-Harcoun, with tl1e intention of 

turning the flank f me German troop in the 
Falai e ctor. Karnpfgruppe Krau wa detached and 
mar hailed with 9th Divi ion in a bid to de troy the 
Briti h I dg ment. But the 9th lack d armoured 
upport and hea\ anti-tank gun . The ole artillery 

it could boa t wa hor e-drawn, and there ' as no 
mobil r erv . 

During the fighting , KampfgntfJpe Krau e became 
i olat cl and an order to wimdraw wa low to reach it. 
After an exchange in whi h t n anadian and four 
panz r renadier were ki lled, th e men of the 
Hitlerjugend withdrew to m anci nt, thick-wall d EcoiR 
upmntre de j eunes Filles. Here between 50 and 60 

panzer renadier hol d up, e ure for a while with 
ufficient weap n and provi ion . Fr m th build­

m top noor the had , for the mom nt at lea t, a 
c mmanding p sition on th outh id of the to\ n 

and the main route of the Alii d ad\-an . The 
C. nadian brou ht up their tank and tl1ere wa an 
atl mpt by tro p to pu h into the building which\\ 
rcpul ed with heavy a ualti . In hi a ount f th 
exchan . Huben ,\1 ·er wrote: 

'Aft r nightfall , two )'Otmg grenadi r mana eel to 
make their way to th rman troop ouLsid of 
Falai . ince no-one had wanted to lem·e tl1eir com­
rade me two had been elect ·cl by drawin lo . Th y 
rep rted to th Divi ional command r that the ur­
rounded men ... would re i t to the last.· 

Within the ho 1, th numb r of wounded among 
th cl fend r was mounting. The final attack 
involved 100 men of the anadian fu ili Mount 

Royal w r upport cl by anti-tank gun and Bren car­
rier . E,·entually the chool wa torched . The 

anadian brigade' r port tated: 

The building" occupied by member of 12 
who fought taunchl to th end. With th e ·ception 
of four. who were abl to flee in m tile sector of me 
outh askatchewan Regiment, no pri oner wer 

taken. t 0": hour we found e\·eraJ pile · Of dead 

Ge•·man in tl1e vicinity of the bui lding, and burnt 
corp in ide the hou . ' 

Man G rman made good thei•· e cape following 
the fall of Fa lai e on 1 Augu t 1944· about 40,000 
men had fl d eastward acro the Dive in the face of 
artillery hell and the pursuit of llied troop . The 
Canadian who had approach cl th uburb along 
the Route ationale had a hard time of it, taking the 
full brunt of fire from an anti-tank gun and machine 
gun p itioned on a blidg . lttrmmann Heinrich 
Bas enauer, who had taken the place of a wounded 
anti-tank unn r. mad for the top floor of a carpen­
ter' hop near the bridge where he ucceeded in 
knocking out a anadian tank whi h had emerged 
from b hind a bend in the tre t. Th machine gun 
ne t was potted, and Bas enauer attempted to edge 
away but wa eau ht in a how r of hrapn l. 
't geth r witl1 a oil ague, h was on hi way to the 
field ho pital when uddenl he saw two burnin 

rman tanks to m right of th road. However the 
ambulan e was al lowed to pas through the figh ting 
unha•·med, the anadian on ten tin th m ·elve 

FALAISE 

with a bur t of ma hine fire that did no damage to 
the Yehicle. 

The Falai pocket had b com the target of an 
epic di\'e bombing off en ive with quadron of rock t­
firing RAF Typhoon and F hund rbolt 
pounding the area, whil th re wcu. trafing of a mall 
uiangle fonned by Falai e and , to thee t, the village 
of Trun and hamboi . Th fight r-bomber 
atta ked column in a ·imilar wa ' to a erman Tiger: 
eal ofT' a column' front and rear b drop pin a ~ \v 

b mb '''ith pinpoint a cura y, impri oning the 
en m on a nanow tretch of road or lan to b 

de patched at lei ure. ran por were thus fre­
qu ntl jammed four abreast on a road whi l the 
fighter-bomber roared int the attack. One Al ii cl 

artillery ob en·er d rib cl u h cene as 'a gun­
ner' paradi e .. . Everyone took advantag of it'. n 

the I'Ound, all wa panic and hao . ar , heavily 
lad n with officer ' gear, ounded their horn in th 

de per-ate bid to clear a path through th hatt red 
lorri whil cannon h 11 lammed into tile ammu­
nition trucks. 

PAUL HAUSSER 
t thi tim Panzer Me er made onta t with a fom1er 

comrade, 'S-Obergmppenfiihrer Paul Hau er, com­
mande•· of eventl1 Arm , who wa ubordinat to 
Field Mar hal WaJther ~1 del. The latter had 
replaced Field Marshal \'On Kluge a ommander-in-

hief W t. lode! had tl1 u b eo m th third holder 
of th po t in le tl1at1 ix weeks. Von Kluge had pr -
viousl • taken over from field Mar hal rd von 
Rund t dt, who had b n in poor health and accu ed 
b Hitler of defeatism. The re ign of ,·on Klug , wide­
! known as ' lever Han ' - a pla on the German 
'kluge Han ' -did not last long. On 15 ugu t, at th 

height of the Falai on laught, he had lo t contact 
with hi h adquart r for v ral hour . Hitler, till 
marting from tile attempt on hi life the pr viou 

month in the Jul Bomb Plot, \\<I convinced von 
Klu e had b n negotiating with the Al lie . Ordered 
to report pe1. nally to th Fl1hrer and b Jievin h 
wa a marked man, von Klug took hi own life with a 
do e of cyanide. 
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By thi tage of the war 1odel had become a leg­
end a the o-called ' aviour of lhe Eastern Front' , 
where he had proved adept at form ing a fir·m and 
coh iv battl lin ~ llowing even tl1 mo t di a 
trous breakthrough. AJthough hi loyalty to Hitler was 
beyond d ubt, thi did not top him blithe! ignoring 
what he regarded a impo ible o rder , acting fi1- t 
and obtaining authorization later·. To the con terna­
tion of th m or azi Party 
member , he could be fearle I outspoken when it 

cam to d nouncin any interfer nee witl1 hi g ner­
a l hip. On o n occa io n, h had tar d co ldly 
through hi trademar·k monocle, daring w in terrupt 
Hitl r by urtly d manding: 'Who <:ommand Ninth 
Army, my Fiihrer, ou or !?" Model ma have been 

determin d to put the rman deli ne on a ound 
footing, but the ituation h found in ormand wa 
to defeat even him. 

Th p k t whi h contain d lh C rman for 
was hrinking by the hour. The combined British, 

Canadian and Am rican u·ength were pu hing the 
German remnants eastwards . In the areas of 

hamb i and Trun the Allied pincer · had all but 
closed and it was up to Model to hold then: open. But 
how? Hitler could gaze me merized at hi map at 

upreme mmand h adquart r which how d a 
comfortable array of fl ag representing division , 

corp and armi witl1in the pocket. But what th 
map did not show was the total ab en e of any com­

mand tructure for the e contingents, which meant 
there was no wa 1 re li f or upplie could b ecured. 
1odel 's inheritance was a shamble . Movement 

b came increa ingly hazardou . Hitlerjugend fought 
d p rately to hold onto a mall villa e n ar a net­
work of minor roads through which units might be 
able to retr at. But at the approach to hamboi and 
Trun the wreckage of tank and other ve hicles 

jamm d the road . If-prop lied gun , armoured 
troop carrier and artill 'l' drawn b 1 veh icle and 

Left: knocked-out PzKpfw IV tank being inspected by a 

couple of British paratroops. The division lost most of itS 

armoured strength in the chaos of the Falaise pocket -

on 1 eptember 1944 it posse ed only 10 paozers. 
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hor e had been abandoned. Infantry wandered like 
z mbie amid th tench of death. aught up in the 
fighting inevitabl were th innocent: French civilian 
e king to e cape fmm whole ale !aught 1·. 

The Jlied air raid had b en m reil but during 
the cold and mi ty morning of Friday 18 ugust there 
wa a r pite. i ibility w bad and the con e ted 
column could not be targeted. But then cam th 
new that the anadian had captured Trun. 01·der 
w re i ued to th 2nd and 9th Divi ion : '11 
Panzer Corps will attack and will break open the ring 

b tw en Trun and hamboi ' . But cro ing points 
acro the Dives were oon a rarity. It oon b cam 
apparent to Panzer Meye1· that a link up with other 

force \1 m re fanta y· all th btidge acro th 
Dive were in enemy hands. There wa a flicker of 

hope wh n h avy gunfir wa h ard from the dir c­
tion of St Lamb rt- ur-Di e . For ix pr ciou hours 
the Germans managed to keep one mad east open 

but th northern half of t Lambert wa held by the 
Canadian . One squadron of the 29th Canadian 

Armoured Reconnai ance Regiment and one com­
pany of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlander of 

anada with 175 men, 15 tanks and 4 anti-tank gun 
r i ted an a ault and v ntuall ord r w r gi n 
f01· t Lambert to be helled. anadian gun contin­
ued th ir fire n tho e units cro ing th Dive to the 
east bank. 

The u tralian journali t and broadcast r h ter 
Wilmot in hi wide! ac !aimed book The lruggle For 

Europe wrote: 
. . . everal clo e column of hor e-drawn ucm port 

w re caught in bombardments as the ' approached 
the bridge. The ho1· e tampeded. are rin 
through hedge and ~ ne , the teni.fied animal 
plunged down the teep river bank, dragging their 

wagon and gun carria after th m. oon the ravin 
was choked with wreckage and with the bodie of men 
and hor e , the dead and wounded lying together in 

gm om heap.' 
stone bridge and a light bridge behind 

mbert and the Moi y ford were the onl remain­
ing cro ing points which could be taken by tho e 
e caping acro s the Dives. ttempts were made to 
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construct further emergency bridges but these onl 

rved to ob u·uct progre a did a nan-ow road run­
ning through the village of Tournai- ur-Div , form­

ing a bottleneck inevitably choked with the bodie of 
th d ad. 

Among tho e who made a bid to e cape was 

nlerslumifilhrer Herb rt Walther, a m mb r of th 
Hillnjugend Divi ion who had joined th Hitler Youth 
at U year old and, at 1 , had volunteered for th 

Waffen . He fought in the battl for aen, \\~nning 
the Iron Cross fir t Class. He recalled: 

'M driver 1 burning. [ had a bullet through m 
arm. l jump cl onto a railway tra k and ran. The 

' ere fil"ing down the embankment and l was bit in 
the leg. [ made 100 meu·e [109yd ], tl1 n it was if I 
was hit in the back of the neck witl1 a big hamme1·. 

bull t had one in beneath the ear and corn out 
through a cheek. I was choking in blood. Th r were 
two Amel"ican looking clown at me and two Fren h 
oldier who wanted to fini h me off. 

One of the Americans bandaged his leg, from 

which no le than 13 bullets 1 ere later removed. 
Then, lying on the bonnet of a jeep,\ alther was dri­

ven away to captivity. 

HOLD THE POCKET 
In overall command of L XX orp , which includ-
ed 12th Divi ion Hitlerjugrnd, was Lt-General Otto 
El£ ldt, who orders were to hold the houlder of 
th pocket open until paratroop rs had forced a pa -
sage enabling as man a po sible toe cape. All unu -

able ehicle and u ele equipm nt was to be jetti-
oned during the breakout. The light from burning 

lorrie blazed the trail to the narrow orridor. Th 
noi e from tank u-acks, xploding artill 11' h U , and 
machine gun was deafening, orche u-ated by the 

cream of the wound d and th dyin . 
In their book, The Killing Ground: The Batlle of the 

Falaise .njJ, Jame Lucas and Jame Bark r quote an 
account of the retreat from an unidentified ource: 

' ... There was the terrible tirednes , a ort of lead­
en-fa ted n ation and, fighting through wav of 
exhau tion, we would find our elves till marching 
till putting one foot in front of the other and till 

Above: Yet more digging for thi panzergrenadier, eek­

ing pro tection from Allied bombardments and air attack. 

Infantrymen of both sides spent hours digging positions 

before moving to a new location and tarting again. 

keeping in touch with the man in front and the man 
b hind. Th re \ as, [ uppo e, food but I cannot 
remember regular meals or even if we ate at all. Just 
exhau Lion o gr at that men would lean again t the 
tree or wall and fall asleep on the pot. And yet each 
man carried hi weapon ammunition and 

renade ... Wherever one lo ked there were bodie . 
The stench was appalling, for the field were filled 

al o with the bodie of artill ry horse and civilian cat­
ti . There \ ere column of burnt out trucks and in 
ti1e cab of some, the incinerated bodie of the dri­

ver . There wer corp e along th road , in tl1e ditcb­
e , ome of them blo1 n into tl1e tr e top . The dead 
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bodie lying on the road wer oft n rolled over by 
the tanks and cru heel under the tracks.· 

The Hitle1jugend group, its numbers le ning all 
the tim , mov d fonvard from its po ition in the 
wood making for ti1e west of the Trun- hamboi 

road mann d by machine gun that wept th ir fire 
along with tl1e cannon of the tanks. Panzer Meyer 
wrote hi own a count: 

' D ath had w u at every t p. We are I ing as if 
on a alver in full vie1 and range of th 4th 

anadian and 1 t Poli h Divi ion 'gun . It i impo -
ible to mi . B chan ewe find the eventh Army· 

battle headquarter in an orchard one kilometre 
[two-third of a mile] outh w t of Tmn. Th 
commanding general and I go to ann HQ. The 

road annot b trav r ed a th y ar block d by 
motorized and hor -drawn uppl olumn . Each 
and eve hell explode ammunition tru k and 
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d troy " hide . W run , tumble and jump by 
degrees toward h ad quart r ... ' 

Member of Kam/JfgruptJe Krause had a ignificant 

rol in count ring th Alii d drive to br ak d wn the 
boulder of the pocket, Dh·i ional headquarter at 
1ecy wer overwh I m d; ur.ivor teamed up with 

Kampfgruppe Krau e in new po ition which lay to th 
outh of the railwa)' line. The pres ure from Allied 

fire wa be oming more than the panz r renadi r 

ould bear-. However, Max \'\' ii.n ·che arrived with a 

panzer detachm nt. participant recorded: 
'They had carried out battle again t overwhelm­

ing odd o many time that the ituation wa nor­
mal to them and th ir tactic wer tho we had 
used on the Ea tern Front. The panzer would b 
rewed up and w uld roar for.vard with all guns 
blazing. \,\ e knew that th lli f. It a n e f int: -
riorit:y when faced b Tiger and we depended a lot 
on thi moral effect. Wi:m ·eh ' roup roared awa 
and oon were lo t in cloud of du t and mok . 
Th y charg d into the enem who had broken 
through and not one panzer returned. WCm h . 
who had be n awarded th Oak Leave [to his 
Knight ' Cro ] nl a we k befor , wa badly 
wounded and captur-ed.· 

nfonunately for the rman , th ffectiv ne 
of the panzer charg was hortlived , and its prOLago­

ni ts easily di po eel of. 

LUCKY fEW 
Amon th wh did manage to cape b fore the 
corridor through t Lambert w finall lo d was 
Paul Hau er, who, badl wounded , was taken out in 
a per onnel carrier. Hi r cu r, who informed 
Hau ser that they wer-e outside the area of encir­
clem nt, r c iv d no thank whatever. Indeed, 
H ubert Me err late in hi hi tory of 12th Panzer 
Divi ion that Haus er had tor-med: 'I will bring you 

before a c un martial. How could you tran port a 
upreme commander from the field of battle without 

hi agr-eem nt?" Meyer tale , howeve1~ that no sub e­

quent court martial wa held. 
for Panzer 1eyer he cro eel th Di\·e with 

about 200 of hi roup, r aching an area whi h had 
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been commandeered as a casualty collecting point 
wh r ore of wounded la 1 in th open, often next 
to their dead comrade . Th r were 1.ho e who volun­
te r d to join rt:eyer' march, but he allowed only 

tho e who w re fit and ann d to do . B id th 
though , were plenty of oldier wa\'ing make hifL 
whiLe flag of urr nd r. 1 one ould rely on the 

protection of tanks. Tho po k t had b n 
unable to cro the Dives ince its bed wa too deep. 

lt '' m r ly a qu tion of 111m~n from OYer to 

cover with a pistol in hand. Ditche weJ"e hoked with 

d ad bodie of 111 n cru h d b · tank and looted 
vehicle stood in the fi ld and hedge . 

.t one point [eyer and hi group found tl1em­
eh· betwe n two Allied tank om 1 Om (164yd ) 

apart, their fire raking the line: 
· uddenly th re i a h rman tank 30 metres 

[33yd ] to our right. Hub n Mey r yell to m . I 
would have nrn traight into its gun muzzle. '"re nm, 

leaping and jumping over the gr und like wea I , 
the hedges protecting us from b ing een. I cannot 

go on an mor . The last few day have taken to 
much out of me.· 

• ventuall ' Meyer· group wa oblig d to plit up to 
a\·o id cap1.ur . From th n on pro re meant tum­
bling through ditche that were choked with the 
d ad, th ir bodi crushed b 1 overrunnin tan ' , 
while looted vehicles tood in the field and behind 
hedge . total of 600 panzcrgrcnadi r and a hand­
ful of vehi le advanced for da. t the next reat 
river line , the Meu e , to find that Belgian parti ans 
had mined th road . he bodie of tho who had 
fallen \oictim were abandoned; it was obvi.ou that 
pursuit by the Amer·ican could not long be delayed. 

Me 1er and the almo t totally xhau t d r mnants 
of the division managed to hold out for a further 36 

hour around the Belgian village ofDurnal. But even­
tuall l the trength of a pow rful group of Belgian 
partisan proved too much. Me er-, now holder of the 

Right: The body of a. Hitlerjugend soldier lies be fore a 

half track part of a convoy that appears to ha\•e fallen 

victim to an Allied fighte r-bomber. The division was 

decimated in the fighting for the Falaise pocke t. 

word t hi Knight' ro , was aptured and even-
tuall ' handed over to the Canadian for a ingularl 
u-<lumatic period a pri on er of war. 

A la t attempt b 11 Panzer Corp \\·a mad on 
. ugust 21 to relieve tho e for-ce which remained in 

the p k t. 1othing, h w v r. could di lod th 
Poli h for e hanging on to a ridge lying to th north 
of hamboi . n the following day the corps joined 
;>.I d I ' for e in a gen ral r treat. hey left b hind 
44 tanks, elt:propelled gun and annour:ed vehicles, 

2447 lorrie and car and 252 towed gun , along with 
the cadaver of an e timated 000 hor e . 

The anadian 4th rmoured Divi ion , which had 

m ved to imoutiers. in the north a t, wa badly 
mauled by a large German m-mourecl column. 

1onethele sit had th adYantag of a good defen iv 
po ition and form idable firepower, and th en my' 
tank were oon burning and clo e-packecl infantry 
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were hut down. The e were men on a hiding to 

nothing. \Nild-e ' d and battle- rained, the turn­
bled forwar-d to urrencler, a number claiming to be 

Pole or z eh who had b en fore d to fight for th 
German . There w re !aim that m mber of 

Hitletjugend in the column , fearfu l of reprisal , had 
di carded th ir t 11-tale unif. rm and had d nn d 
tl1o e natched from Wehnnacht corpses, Indeed, [n 
the en ra t m -le , th r were r por of anadian 
mowing down pri oner with machin gun fir , 
claiming they we•-e re ponding in kind to actions by 

th Hitletjugend. 

IKE'S VIEW 
Few who had been at Falai di put d th later judg­
ment of eneral Ei enhower: 

'Th battlefield at falai \\ unqu tionably on 
of the greatest killing ground of an of the war area . 
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Road , hi hwa ' and field were o choked with 
de tro ·ed equipment and with dead men and animal 
that pas ag thr ugh th area wa xtrcmely difficult. 
Fonr-eight hours after th clo ing of the gap I wa 
onducted through it n foot to encounter cene 

that ould b d cribed only by Dante. h was literall 
po sible to walk for hundred of yards at a time, tep­
ping on nothing but d ad and deca ring fl e h.' 

The figure of om 10,000 G rman lau ht r d 
durin the ix da of their bid toe cape through the 
gap took no a count of tho who wer al o killed 
before the reached the Seine; total casua ltie w r 

reckon d to b 45,000. ight divi ion of infantry 
and two panz r dhri ion wer captur d virtually 
intact. In onnand a a whole , total German casu­
alti wer put at ver 450,0 0. total of 43 G rman 
divi ion had been de u·o •ed or put out of aCLion. 

leaving aside arri on trapp d in the Brittan por · 
and the Channel I land . Th anni that Hitl r had 
thrown into the campaign had been complete) rout-

d. Panon' progre toward the G rman fromi r 
wa unoppo ed. 

An ane evaluation of erman ' fortun follow­
ing Caen and Falai e would have concluded that th 

war wa a good as lo t. Indeed, von Rund tedt had 
urged w-render and a bid for p a , a m ve which 

had led to hi removal. 
During their retr at, elements of th Hitlerjugend 

became further invoh·ed in fighting between th 
ouque and eine riv , an area wh re it had been 

intended the hould b r fitt d . With con iderable 
unde tatement, Hubert e er recorded: 

' in p r onnel replacement arriv d only in 
in ufficient number , and material replacemem 
hard) at all, it had been impo ible to et up combat­
r ady units again.' 

upplie could onl reach c.-ucial areas aboard 
wh eled car , pulled b hor e at their own pace. 
Di per d motorized Wehnnacht Kampfgruppen were 

Left: Prisoners captured in the Falaise pocket after it was 

sealed, including a number of Waffen-SS soldiers. On the 

left is an SS-Hauptscharfiihrer with an Iron Cross and on 

the right a Luftwaffe prisoner. 
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al o p1·e ed into th n ·i e f th un·iving n Id 
battalion . By now any lowing eiTect on the AJiied 
for s ' ad vane eau d by th framic German 
defenders was minimal. 

t th b ginning of Oct b r, the whole clivi ion 
wa moved into th Lower axony, uth rn 
Oldenburg and northern \'\ e tphalia areas for refit­
tin , urged on by a direct ord r from th Fuhrer 
that all refi ts were to be completed by the la t day of 
Octob r. heir preparati n wa omewhat fru trat-

ed when the di'-i ion had to r lea e m of i 
force for brief front-line action in the Reichswald 
n ar K.l eve on the Lower Rhine. In the m antim . 
to mark their battle record th two panzer­
gr nadi r r im n of Hitle1jugend were presented 
by rtu r Axmann with leeve band carrying th 
in cription 'H itlnjugend'. 

Th re umpti n of r fitting wa by no mean 
g1·ee ted with univer a! enth u ia m, and there w r 

tho at thi tagc of the war pr pared to give up the 
truggle, particularly in the knowl d e that the di,·i­
ion a uch had cea ed 10 ex i t and was little more 

than a KampfgrujJpe gi\• n what wa e entially an 
emergency 'fire brigade' role. There wa al o \\-ide­

pread bitter feeling that th withdrawal ord r from 
the Falai e Gap had b en is ued too late, au ing 
n die ea ualti 

LAsT THROW 
E,· n now, though, the war had not done with them. 

tJ1 German armie in 1 onnand ' were tr aming 
to the bord 1 of t.h e Rei eh in del) at, dolf Hi tler was 
nurturing a dream, a la t throw of the dice: to force a 
breakthrough in the forest of the Ardennes to the 
I u , then we p north for tJ1 izur of Amwerp. 

B doing o, h hop d to force the Allie to negotiate 
an end to the war. E\'en now there remained a hard 

cor of fanatic in the Hitlerjttgend willing to follow 
him to th end. 

Right: The looted body of a panzergrenadier, till clutch­

ing a spare MG 42 barrel case, in a Normandy hedgerow. 

The Hitleljuge11d Divi ion bad paid a heavy price for its 

defiance of the Allied onslaught. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Convinced of his str;tte21c 

to re-r\Ul the 

Ardennes. However th~~"iiilivisi(]•fl 

been, consisting of 15 and lnUJr-oJldi-Chd SS training school recruits. 

N om1andy had proved not only to be the te ling 
ground of the Hitkrjugend Divi ion but its grave. 

When on 4 S ptemb r 1944, the divi ion cro ed the 
Me use River in the coUI e of its retreat to the Reich, it 

was down to pr ci I 600 men. There were no tanks 
and the artillery had no ammunition, a state of affairs 
which had led Field Marshal von Rundstedt to com­
ment: 'It i a pity that thi faithful youth i acrificed in 
a hope! ituation. ' t thi tage, Hitkrjugend was 
made up of re ruits raped from the bottom of th 
banel, but the hunt was on for till more. 

'v ithdrawal to the tatic defence of the Westwal~ or 
'Siegfried Line' on the borde•· of the Reich was eem­
ingly the onl option left for he German . However, 
Hitl r intended to use its protection as the pring­
board for hi late t offensi e. His enthusiasm was 
fu lied b the b lief that the We tern allianc was com­
ing apart at the eam , confid ntl arguing that th 
AnglcrCanadian we•·e in favour of quitting the outh­
ern etherlands and that the American would b 
forced to turn their attention to the burgeoning threat 

from the Japane . Once oppo ition in th We t had 

Left: The Sixth SS Panzer Army- which included the 

Hitlerjugend Division- was given the task of forming the 

main assault unit for the Ardennes offensive. Here a 

olwer ob erve American positions before the attack. 

be n annihilated, o went th argum nt, it would then 
be time to face the Red Arm at full trength. 

NEW OFFENSIVE 
ln late August 1944, Hitler onfid d to a lect group 
that he envisaged launching a campaign during 

ovember which would be aided immeasurably by the 
like! bad weath r, which would eriously imp de an 
attacks b the Allied air forces. The area in which 

Hitler pinned his faith was the remote mi-mountain­
ous region of the Belgian Ardenn . In hape, the 
Ardenne repr nred a large i o cele trian le with an 
12 km ( 0 mil ) bas along the front, extending from 
a nortl1ern point near the town of Eupen in Belgium 

to tl1e ar a fLux mbourg city in the outh. It was a 
ector which had brought the R ich en ational uc-

c during the ummer of 1940, when it had been 
thought impa able for mechanized armie . The 
German am10u r's drive through the region in a 

ichelsdmilt ( c th trok ) was a compl t urpri e to 

the Allie . In two shon weeks the Briti h had been 

pu hed back to the beache and cut off from the re t 
of France, while the Magi not line \ outflank d and 
rendered irrelevant. Hitler hoped that he could repeat 
uch ucc with a imilarl bold troke now. 

Th plan was that the propo ed on !aught would 
begin with a long bombardment. Infant• would then 
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advan along a 97km (6 mile) fr nt between 
Mon chau, 25km (16 mile ) south e t of Aach n. and 

E ht rnach in Lu.x mbourg. Thi would hatter the 

American d fen e and allow rh rman panz r to 

breakthrou h in two wave . The fi r t would be throu h 

the ,,·o d and hill f the Ardenne , with th aim of 

eizing bridge acro the Me use River b t:ween Li · g 

and Lamur. xt, the cond W<\1' II'Ould pass through 

to take the port of nrw rp, uning off the 
Angl anadian Tll'ellly-Fir t Army Group and the left 

wing of the Twelfth Army r up from the remain­
der of the Allied formations in Fran . 

F r the mo t part, the t rrain, co1·ered with net­

works of thick for t, 1 al o mad up of ridg , 

p lateaux and valle} . Deep r-a1~ne alternated with 

h ath, bo narrow 1~ndin trai l · and u-ackle wood­

land. The fore t areas en·ed as a bl in to th 

rman attack accur-ate Allied air r-econnais-

ance b am difficult. The d n for ts of th Eif; I 

region in ide Germany, the assembl point for th 

force to be used in rh offi n iv , pro1ided a r·ead 

cloak of ecrecy again t prying Allied pilots. 

were to b 

grouped together as ixth Panz r Army which 

w uld uppl 0/Jel tgruppmfiilzrrr epp Dietrich with 

four panz r and five infanu-y clivi ion . The Am rican 

line from Monschau to the Lo heim Gap in the outh 

''-as known by rman High mmand to be lightl 
held . The in itial breakthrough would be enuusted to 
the infanu-y clivi ion and then the initiative would pass 

to th panz r clivi ion in particular th l t Panz r 

Divi ion Leibstandarte dolf Hit!Rr. The intention ' to 
·trik out acro the M u R.i1·er and thus reach 

Antwerp. Three of Di trich' infanu-y clivi ion wer 

as ign d to punch an opening in tl1e Anlerican front. 

Hillerjugend, with a new command r Brigadefiilzrer 
Fritz Kdimer, ,-eplacing the captured Panzer Meyer, 

would be ign d to the north , tasked 1~th ovenun­

ning po ition on th long ri e f rh El nborn 

Right: The crew of a Panzer IV chat for lhe benefit of 

lhe camera while waiting for the start of the offensive in 

late 1944. The poor weather kept the much-feared Allied 

fighter-bombers gn>unded. 
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Abo e: The human co t of the banle was high. Many of 

the new recruits to the Hillerjugend division were 

insufficiently trained, which helps explain the relatively 

poor performance of the division in the offensive. 

Ridge. ft was further envi aged that the Hitlnjugend 

would wing northwe t through th town of pa to the 
eu e bridge , near Liege. The Leibslandarte under S­

Oberfi.i.hrer ilhelm Mohnk , w uld take th outherly 
route, a n twork of le than-p rfect roads b ginning 
near Lanzerath and leading to the Meuse bridge at 
Hu , om km CO mile) away. 

Hitler' grandiose plan need to b een in the 
context of the prevailing tal of erman force . In 

five ars of war rman had lo t '~rtually 3,750,000 
mi ll ion men. Hitherto Rus ia, the Balkan , Finland 

and Franc had erv d a a bottomle pit for raw 
material , together with uch uppli of iron or as 
could be prized out of neutral weden. uch 
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Right: A map showing the area of operation for the 

Hitlerjuge11d Division and the imultaneou.s ad auce of 

Kampfgruppe Peipe r. The division encountered stiff 

re i tance on Ei enborn ridge. 

re ource were no longer avai lable . ome 2 divi ion 
and two brigad held in re erve were capable of 
deployment for u e in the offen ive - 275,000 m n, 
1900 h ary arti llery piece · and 950 armoured veh i-
1 • But th e could go into battl onl at the 

ex pen e of defence in the east, ' hich was crumbling 
da by day a the Red Arm advanced. 

In additi n, virtually th 1 hol of north m France 
apart from the hannel ports had been liberated. U 

ixth Arm r up was in hot pursuit of th rrnan 
ineteenth Army up tlu-ough Central France. Though 

V\ alter Model, as ornmander in the We t and of -my 
Croup B, had b n able to put new fire into th bell 
of a di illusioned and d i hea rtened Wehrmacht and SS, 

it was obviou that the ta k of command in the We t 
required exclu ive attention. n 1 ptemb r, von 
Rundstedt w ummon d to th FiihrerhaufJtquartier 

and given back hi old job. There were tho e who 
believed that his tate f healtl1 made thi a poor deci-
ion recalling that the v teran ommander had earlier 
uffi red a heart attack. Briti h Twenty-Fil t rmy 

Group Intelligence Revi w put its finger on the 
uncomfortable trutl1: 

~ German advances 

Allied front 1 6 December 1 944 

Allied front 19 December 1944 
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'Th r app intment intere ring as exhibitin 
muddle and de peration; but it doe n 't really make 
much differ·ence. The task of ommander-in hief has 
deg n rat d into that of local hief-of taff to Hitler 
and liable to dismissal as much as for carrying out 
quaint order· as for prate ting again r th m.' 

Preparation for th • ault were carri d our with 
th utmo t ecrecy. good deal of thi , of course, was 
for military and trat gic r ason , but Hitler was ev n 

GERMANY 

BELGIUM 

111 



SS - H ITLERJ UG END 

ea ey in hi dealing with v n Rundst dt. Both men 
di liked each other - to a contemp[Uous von 
Rundstedt the Fuhr r was 'that Boh mian orporal' 
whil Hitler r garded him as a stiff-necked Prus ian 

reactional . t a meetin' in the H/olfi chanu (Wolf 
Lair), hi East Pru ian headquart r , Hitl r d lib r­
ately LLmed an air of diffidence and re pect. Von 
Rund tedt \1 ask d to defi nd the fr nt along Lhe 
Westwall for as long as po ible. Hitler Lhen went on 
blandly to ·tre that, of ou . ·e, there wa in ufficient 
tr n Lh to m unt any new offen i1· . Hi n xt move 

was to order four panzer divi ions to be refitted 
with ut telling ,·on Rund t dt wh and to n ur that 
the late t tanks coming off Lhe embl line would be 

accord d We tern Front priority. 

IMPRACTICAL SCHEME 
on Rund t dt though '' not deceived for long. Hi 

opinion of Hitl r' chem was expre ed forcibl to 
lodel: 'Antwerp! If we reach the Meu e, we hould go 

down on our knee and thank d; I t alon trying to 
reach Antwerp.· The heer impra ticality of Hitler' 
eh me boiled d wn to lack of p rsonnel and arm ur. 

To his allied interrogators at the war's end, von 
Rund t dt ad mitt d: · ... no o ldi r r all b li v d that 
Lh aim of rea hing Antwerp 11 pra Lical. But I knew 
b now tl1at it 1 impo ible to prot t to Hitler about 
the impo ibili ty of anything.' Model, al o an anatl1 · 
ma to Hitler, was blunter: 'The damned thing hasn't a 

leg to tand on.' 
In fa t, von Rund tedt had ugg t d a more mod­

e t plan which was known as the 'Little o lution' 

(kleine Lo ung). Thi was to ea! down the offi n iv to 
an attempt t excise the American force which had 

pushed b ond Aachen to Lhe Ro r riv r. Th u ge -
tion was r j cted b Hitl r out of hand. From that 
point onward , von Rundstedt' di tan ed him elf 
from pr ce din as far as h could, pas ing the tim 
r ading no el and copiou 1 imbibing brandy. 

Right: A P~fw VI Tiger 11 (known as the King Tiger' 

or 'Royal Tiger') of Sixth S Panzer Army advancing 

through the Ardenne carrying paratroopers. The Tiger 

11, though powerful, was relatively slow and unreliable. 
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Y, t, e\'en though Hitler' proposal were be ·ond rea-
on, von Rundstedt adher d un wen~ngl)• to orders in 

a true Prussian tradition to what he con id red was hi 
path of du . bare two montl1 before the launch of 

t11e Ardenne offi n ive h had trumpeted to hi m n: 
'You have brought tl1e enemy to a halt at the gat 

of the Reich. But we will hortly go over to new uper 
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attacks. I expect you to defend Genna.n sacred oil 
witl1 all our trengtl1 and to th ve1 last... o ldie of 
the we tern front! Every attempt of tile en em to break 
into our Fatherland will fail because of our un hake­
able bearing. Heil the Fi1hrer!' 

oncealed by Alii d air urveillance , the narrow 
mist-bound valleys and thick fore ts of the ife l on 

the German ide of the Ardenn w r ho t to a for­
midable force. Here wer two Panzer Armies, Sixth 

commanded b epp Dietrich in the north and 
Fifth in the outh. The latter would be driv n \ ith 
pugnacious ruthlessnes by the diminutive Hasso­

ccard von an teuffel, on of the be t of ermany 
young r general , who had earned hi pur 
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Left: At fJISt, the Ger mans had the advantage of surpri e 

in the Ardenne and were able to take many American 

p risoners. Their command ers were ill-pre pared while the 

men themselves were e ither inell:p erienced or exhausted . 

th•·ough hi penetration to the uburb of Mo cow 
three ear b fore. 

The gr at t a t po e ed by tile Gennans was the 
complacency of thei•· opponents. De pite the fact that 
reports of acti~ty in tile area of tl1 Ard nne had 
ine~tably reached Allied Intelligence, Allied comman­

ders fed Ei enhower with th mi guid d b li f that tll 
German w re mere! con entrating their reserve for­
mation against a po ible Am rican br akthrough. B 
g neral con en us, a major ennan ot:D n ive op ra­
tion was out of the que tion . To the 3,000 American 
troop tl1er , pread tl1inly over Ei enhower' 16 Okm 

(1000 mil ) front lin , it was ideal for re t and relax­

ation. Occasionally there would bee change with i o­

lat d pocke ofWehrmacht troop , but otl1 nvi e the 
war eemed a remote, far-<>ff afFair. 

MASSIVE RESOURCES 
one of thi took into account that Germany was till 

abl , d pite the imm n lo e it had u:ffered, to 
muster 10 mill ion men in uniform \vlth 7.5 million in 

the arm to ay notllin of the Waffen \ ho e 
Hitleljugend Divi ion could till field a ha1·d core of 

fanati . The ennan ' weakne was their lack of hard 
battl fie ld exp ri ne , particular! in units where 
ai lors and ainnen had been turned into infantry. 

Dietrich commented rueful) to hi Alii d inqui itors 
after the war: 'The Fiih rer was all for tile offensive 
tl1ru t and ther was nothing to b done.' 

Hitler de pite hi declining ph ical powers, d1·ew 
on eemingl boundle re erve of energy to plan me 

fortllcoming ault. blizzard of orders d cend d 
on ubordinate for the p lanning of tile initial artillery 
bombardment. l the ame time, he imm rsed him elf 
in detail , tirele ly in p cting plan for tanks that 
would be requi red to spread grit on i y roads. On 12 
December, he delivered a long lecture in an under­
ground bunker at Zeigenberg. Here a ho t of general , 
brought from Koblenz during tl1e night b a bu which 
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had twisted and turned and gone ba k n its tra k. to 
deceh·e th m about the rout they were taking, were 
re lie1·ed of Lheir ide arm and briefca e . Vl'hat none 
of them could ha1·e failed to notice, howe1·er, '' 
Hi tler' con pi uous phy ical de line. B fore them wa 
a hunched figure , with a pale and pull)' count nance. 
hi hand trembling, and one arm kept rigid lr on Lhe 
table o that it would not b en to twitch. 

The voic , howe1·er, proved as su·ong a e1·er, its old 

m m ri pow r intact. Hi li t ne were obliged to 
ubmit first to a diauibe on Lhe terling e. ample of 

how a L adfast Frederick the Great had, again t all 
advice, refu ed to urrender in 1761, and had em rg d 
vi.ct riou . Thi was fo llowed by a rambling harangue 
a in t b th Britain- 'a dying empire ' - and America. 

Hitler maintained Lhat ther '' no ommon accord 
b twe n Lh two: · few well- tluck blow and thi arti­
fi ial common from could com crashing down at an • 
moment.' But there were indications that Hitler wa 
not unaware of Lhe p ril faced b ' hi force , ince he 
concluded his addre by a ing: ' ntlemen, if our 

breakthrough via Lieg to Antwerp i not ucce ful , 
we will be approaching an end to the war which will be 
extr mel bloody. Time i not working for u , but 

again tu . Thi i r al l the last opportunity to turn the 
fate of Lhi war in our favour. I tl1ank you, gent! em n. ' 

on iderable ourage was late r hown b ' Hugo 
Kraas, who, at anoth r con fi r nee, voi ed hi cone rn 
directl • to Hitl e•· about tl1e lack of personnel witllin 
th clivi ion , th inadequat level of training and the 
hortage ofweapon , vehicle and equipment. Hub rt 

Meyer in The History of 12. Panzer Division Hitli!Tjugend 
recalled that epp Di uich, itting next to Kraas, had 
tried in 1-ain to silence the o tl1e1· man by kicking him 

o n the hin, but Hitl r had calmly a ked Kraa to 1·oice 
hi concerns. 

In th nd, tho •gh, it made no dilfe1·ence. After 

everal po tponements, tl1e attack w nt ah ad at 05:30 
h o ur o n 16 December, he ralded by a 20-minute 

Right: Although this Panther appears to be making good 

progress, many of the roads in the Ardennes were narrow 

and treacherous, and it did not take much for a traffic 

jam to build up, compromising the German schedule. 

118 
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Above: These men of Sixth SS P anzer Army are helping 

themselves to rations, fuel and anything else they can 

salvage from this captured American position. American 

.rations were far superior to standard German fare . 

barrage of earchlights, pie•-cing the thi k wint r mi ts. 
From the e, hock troop ovenvhelmed Arnel'ican di\1-
ion in the frontline. In the American rear, ennan 

infi ltrators in American uniform cut telephone wire 

and pread confu ion. Op ration Wacht am Rhein (de 
tined to b known more pro aicall as ' the Battle of the 
Bulge') was undenvay. The opening drive of the battle 
hau red two American divi ion pread along the 
chnee Eifel ridge in the north and along the Our 

river in the outh, and it ' four da before the 
Am rican front ould b re tabli hed with any effec­
tivene . Dietrich, concealing hi pe1 onal misgh~ngs 

about the operation from hi men, was committ d to 
getting to tl1e 1euse river within two da . 

118 

Right: A shot from a German propaganda film, 

sub equently captured by the Allies, shows members of 

Sixth SS Panzer Army posing b a burning American half­

track in an captured convoy. 

The main attack by the annour would be in two ech-
elons, led by I Panzer Corp , with tl1e Leibstandarte 

on the left and Hillerjugend on the right with II 
Panzer Corp behind. From tile tart, there w re evere 
problem . To ke p to the puni hing chedule tile tanks 
of J Panzer Corp needed ace to ufficient petrol 
for five refuellings, giving a range of up to 272km ( 170 
mile ). On tll da of th attack the could on I ecure 
two refi lls. To camouflag h i intention , Hitler had 

forbidden the c•·eation of fuel dump do e to the line; 
v n more crucially, he had made no allowance for 

tile difficult terrain or very bad weather. 

The commander of I Panz r orp ' p arhead 
was 29- ear-old SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer jochen' Peiper, 
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head of hi own KampfgruptJe (battle group) and for­

m rly an adjutam to H in rich Himrn I r. Peiper already 

had a reputation for ombining a dar d 1il elan and 

total ruthle ne in battle with military efliciency of 

the highe t ord r. Hi track re ord of eni in 

Poland, France, Greece and Russia wa impr iv and 

h had be n award d Lhe aklea,·e to hi Knight' 

ro of the Iron Cro s. 
n th v of the rdenne offen i1·e, Peiper had 

awaited a fr h ignm m wit.hout any id a what it 

mighL b , ince ixth Panze1· Arm · had tak n th 

mo t trin nt measur t c ne al its move into the 

new assembl ' area. Th n he was quizzed b Fritz 
Kriime[ hi f of taff of ixth Panzer ·my, who had 

asked h im what h thought of an off. n i1· which 

would cut through the notoriou ly bad t rrain of th 

Eifel ar a in wim r. P ip r had al o been asked how 

long he con id red it would take for an armour cl 

Ill 

re im m to trav I Okm (50 mil . ) under the ev re t 

winter condition . Hi 1·eplr had b n to tak out n 
of hi mm Pamh and drive it Okm (50 mile ) over 

the narrow, winding road . Th n xt mornin he had 
report cl to Krii.mer that the local road 'are bmad on I 

for bi · I ·. From now on Pieper kn w which way th 

wind was blowing. 

Peip r' Kampfgmppe po e ed a trength of 
around 5000 men, comp1i ing 1 t Panz. r Battali n of 

22nd Panzer Regiment, an Reconnai an e 

Batta li n , artill ry anti-aircraft gun and an illa1 pel·­

onnel and material. Thi for e was to b k pt p rp t-

ually on the move dudng the off en ive, with all threats 

to flanks being ignored. er a narrow region that 

wa rich in bend and di tinctly unfriendl , to 

armoured v hid . the rout to Anrwe1-p would take 

Peiper we t through the ~~ ll a of Hon r. Id and on to 

Bau n z. Thi would be followed b , a progre outh 

Le ft: A Sturmgeschutz (assault gun) or StuG of Sixth SS 

Panzer Army with accompanying SdKfz 251 half track. 
allit guns essentially tanks with no turret and a fixed 

gun were cheaper and quicker to manufacture. 

to Ligneuville, with a we tward trik to tav lot on 
the Amble1· dv r, aniving finall at Troi Pants, the 

ke • river cro ing in the mbleve valle . From then on 

progre h uld b asi r: a road which was , cell nt 

for armour would lead on to Antwe1-p. 

f UEL PROBLEMS 
I Lh i was onl po ible, of cow e, if fue l upplie 

held up and all too o n th r wer ign that they 
would noL HoweYer, P ip r had b n bri fed that 

there was an AJ iied fue l dump in1ated in the mark t 

quar of th town of Bull in en, northw t f Baugnez. 

Thi \\ not on th cl fined r u~ for hi attack, but he 
did not he itate to peel off and ecure what he n cl d , 

de pite oppo ition fr m dug-in Am rican tanks. 
Peip r' move to Bull ingen did n t, however, find 
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Abo e: tanding in front of their half track, Elitlmjugeud 

soldiers di cuss the fate of the American pri oners the 

have just taken. Two of the Waffen men are carrying 
Paruerfa ust anti-tank rockets. 

fav ur with Hitlnjugend ince the paved urface road 

which Peiper had taken to reach the town i e lf, lay 

direct! n Rollbahn . the main rout as ign cl t the 

12th Panzer Di1~sion. Thi had been of little 

moment t P ip r with hi ingl -mind d int ntion f 

gettin hi tanks to the ieu e ri1·er, but the re u lting 

tangle of traffic wor ened the rman de la . 

Hilf.eljugend' next ta k was to lear tl1e way through 

Bulling n and 11iden the gap in the American li ne , 

thus facilitating th progre · f I Panzer orp . 

p cl \ imperati1·e, p ciall as the nerican had 
briefly recaptured the town. 

During the ni ht of 1 D cember, th first lements 

of Hille1jugmd gather cl to attack a ridge near Butgen­

bach, a cluste1· of large hou e and farm bui ldin 

whi.ch w re part of an tate that lay b y nd Bumng n. 
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Above: A P anther column in the Ardenne is passed by a 

Kubelwagen. Delays to the German advance were caused 

b a evere Jack of fuel , and the German were not able 

to capture as much American petrol as they had hoped. 

In ide BUllingen its Lf ome 20 Hitlerjugend oldiers, 
quarte•·ed in id the hou e of farm r Alb rt 

Kohn nmerger, I pt in the cellars. The had alread 
experien d omething of the wrath of Am rican 
artillery and for this group at least, aged for the mo t 
part betwe n 15 and 17 years old, th re was no wi h to 
repeat th xperience. Kohnenmerg r was with them 
wh n t.he orders came that the were to return to du 
He notic d that man of th m w r w ping, th 
gathered thei•-gear to move out into t.he old night to 

a rendezvou with death. 

IH 

Right: A map showing the full extent of the German 

offensive. The Hitlerjugend Division, a hadow of its 

former self, had nowhere near the same impact as its 

· ter divi ion, the Leib tarzdarte Adolf H itler. 

t fi1 t the Hitlerjugend manag d to tear vast gap in 
the American !in but, v n o, on l • a few panzers 
emerged through the tom1 of explodin hell , dri­
ving along the line through the cloying mud, raking 
the Ame1ican foxhole with machine-gun fire and wip­
ing out enemy position . All th whil American 
artill ry rain d down upon the men of the divi ion , an 
indication of th advantage the Allie enjoyed a 
artille1 upport was a commodity that the panzers 
con picuou I lacked. Th Am rican al o had a major 
advantag in term of numb rs. The erman armour 

rumbled toward buildin where the hou e and 
barn form d an American command po t. Tw 
G nnan tanks were di abled, but one managed to 
e cap . The daily ituati n report of 1 Panz r orp 
was t rse: 'An griff 12. Panzer-Division u nd 12. \folks­

Grenadier-Division auf dmng nichl dwr:lz.' (The atta k b)' 
Hitlerjugend did not break through) . 

In the Krinkelt-Ro heraili ar a, which la)' to the 
north-east f Butgenbach, Hitlnjugend uffered partic­
ular! hea\ ' casualtie . Ame•ican aptain harle 
Macdonald de cribed G nnan infantry tonning hi 
line , xchanging voll , after volley of fi•-e: 

'G nnan fell left and right. The few rounds of 

arti llery w did ucc d in bringing down caught the 

British XXX Corps 

'·, 

' I 

/ 
j 
, Armd. Div. 

'·, 

--- Front line, 20 Dec. 1944 

--- Front line 25 Dec. 1944 

~ German attacks 16120 Dec. 

~ German attacks 21125 Dec. 

~ Kampfgruppe Peiper 
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attackers in the draw to our front, and we could h a•­
th ir cream of pain when the mall arm fire would 

lacken. But till th came! ven time they came, 
and v n time the were g•·eeted b}' a hail of mall 
anns fire and hand grenade that nt them reeling 
down the hill , leaving b hind a growing pi! of dead 
and wounded.' 

An ac ount b ' a rman ompany commander 
gave a graphic picture of the plight of the tank r w : 

'On tl1 e right there wa a row of tall pru e running 
parallel \vith the dir ction we were taking. Th e 
tood on the highe t point of th meadow, with a 
lope leadi 1g gentJ up to them, but wi.ili nothing to 

be n on th far ide. lt was in thi area of dead 
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g-round that thl' objcniw· of our attack had to Ill' 

h ing. There IHTl' 'till 'omt· cloud' ol mi't '' hich had 

'Prl'ad a,,.,\, .. ltbtinrtin·h. a' if in rc,pott't' to .tn 

order. all the turrl'b "ntng round tm,·;trd th e nm ol 

trce-; on our right !lank. Thne had hl't'll noli ring- ll't 

but thl' ,iknce 'cemecl ominnu'. _-\,Ill' llHtled on . 1\l' 

o;ent onl' or l\1·o bur'h into thl' tret'' ll'ith our machine 

gun,. b1 1\';ll· of initiating thl' light agaimt an imagi­

natT t•neml. \\·l. en,l'd. howen'l'. th;u there ,,-;" ;tn 

ene1111 'OilleldH'rC OUt lhl'rl' . l'XCcilt•Jlth· ClllHlii­

(Jaged. and ,itting \\';Itching U' through the e1 e-piL'cn 

of hi' ;m ti-tank gun 'ight, . .. · 

· SS-l 'ntvnlurmfiihwr Sell i tten helm had _ju't reached 

the projening bordn of the ,,·ood' 11·hl'n a . pout of 

flam e o;Jwt out from thl' rl'ar of tank. a' if it came from 

a 'penral hand . The P;tntcr 11·a, hidden b1 thick. black 

<;mokc mu,hrooming up - 111·o men m.tnaged to ge t 

out of it. · 

' flaufJ!IIIrtllll llil , ga1·e the orcin to gl' t reach lor 

action. I k 11·as o;wnding in hi' turret and 'lltt!l-ing hi' 

map to make an exact check on hi po,ition. Then he 

fired a llare to indicate thl' direction to be taken b1 the 

attack. The fl are died a11·a, o1·er the domm·ard ,loping 

terrain. :\ow we 1\·aitl'd for the .. . \/anrh! ,\Jmwhr· ordl'l' 

to attack . . -V nothing happl'ned . 1 took anothn look ,\l 

hi' tank. The turret ,,-a, burning and there ll'a'i no ign 

of llrlllfillllrlllll llil' a111 mort·. Thl' c rl'\\ ll't'rl' abandon­

ing th e tank: I could recogni'l' the ch·in·r. .\.\­

l 'ntl'lvlunjiilnn Bunke. ;utd like11·i-;e the r;~dio opl't~Hor 

hho~e name 1 didn't kncm·. 1 Uttlortnnateh- had to 

acct:pt that the re~t of the cre11·. 1d1ich <1 ,,·ell '" 

Hatq)[mann Hilo; in cluded the gunner Lorenlll'n ;md 

the gt lll 1<11·er Krieg. h;~cl become Cl' llalt ie~. · 

Thl' me<tdo11· in 1d1ich the action ,, ·a~ taking placl' 

11 ·a~ ncl\\· p1onghed np and" tllllllht'l' ol tank' had per­

i,hcd under direct hit'. S.\-(-,lln\1111111/iilun Engel had 

pulled back hi' tank lor extra protection. but thi' did 

not qop hi' H'hicll' from attracting batooka firl'. From 

hi: m·"· po~ition he 11·a, able to make a report mer tht' 

radio. c·,timating that thl'rc 1\l'rc at lt•a,t 11,-o anti-tank 

gum in the rm,· of 'Pntl't'' that had original !I <trtllN'rl 

the Ccrmam· ,u,picion. 

Effl'rtiH' direct lirl' 11·a, not ;uJ option. Jn,te;~d a 

quick ,ucceo;sion of hig·h-n:plo'oill' 'hello, ,,·t·t-e directl'rl 

into the tn•ctop' . fo Engel·, ;lli,bction . IH· , ,111 a tlltm­

hl'r ol .\ ml'ric ;ut' running ,1\,,l, lrom bL11ing 1\l'l'CJ...o in 

tilt' direnion of the 11oock I le'" nng the t.tnk ttmards 

till' ro11 ul trl'e' and opened I'm·. F\nt hi' 'oati,(;tnion 

,,-a, brief: the pantn borl' tilt· lull brunt ol an anilltT\' 

ho 111 hard me nt. 

UNDER f iRE 
L' ndl'r lire in the qml' ;u-ca wa .'tlurunllrtlllt I kitlL 

\lnlkr of .-l l'an1n ( :unt pan1 ,,·it h hio; P;tntl'l' I\\. J le 

had mounted an attack near a holt'oing e-t;ne. 

llube n \l ncr in hi' hi,ton of thl' rli1i,ion gil't'S 

\l uller\ account: 

The (;rl'nadicr'. IW\\ l'll' l'. liCIT -;talkd ;~nd unable 

to keep pan· 11·ith u' hl'C<lll,t' ol the hean anillen fire. 

During that attack. one ol O/wntl11n/iihm Kretz­

'chmcr\ trat k' ,,.,b blo1q1 oil. \\'c took tliH' ol hi' crew 

into our lt'hicle and continul'rlthc attack 1\'ith 'i" men 

in the Pantc'l'. \h· " ·ne knocked out clo'l' to the lirst 

hou'e' of the ntate. Tht·n 11·e tried to reach our 0\\'11 

1im' ' along the road. without ~ucn·"· .\ftt·r nHning 

back tol,·arrl thl' 'pot olthl' t• ,~;uc 11·hcrc 11·c had bcen 

knocked out. ,,·e managed to be 'potted h1 our com­

pam. and ,plit up into the remaining ,·chick'.· 

The .-\merican-.; were ha1·ing their <m·n problem . . 

hmH'Il'l'. a' one l'H'II·iutl'"- attl''-tl'd: ·.\id ,t,ttioth cn·cr­

IJm,·ing. 1\0llllded men being t·l·acuated b1 Jeep. truck, 

ambulance . ,llll thin g that could roll. 11alking ''uund­

ecl. pt·i,on<·r, going back under guard. trucb rolling 

up to the front 11·ith ;unmunition and 'uppl ie~ and fir­

ing at the "une time at lo11-ll1 ing aiqJlane,. \ 'l'hick., o n· 

the road. mired in mud or ,ju,h or cbmaged h1 gu n­

lire. Cllth to be manhandled oil' the tr;tl]ic l.llll' to open 

the road: ,jgnal met\ llYing to tring ,,·ire to elcml'lllS 

to cut oii o r to repair 1im·, 1d1ich ''-ere being ~hot out 

"' f<ht a' thc1 11·ere put in.· 
Butgl'nbach 11a;, not taken b1 the Ccrmam on tha t 

d;tl. but tht·l harl no intention ol gi1·ing up . . \t 06:30 

IHntr' on '2'2 Dccentbcr. f...'rnn/JI.~nt/J/H' 1\.uhlm;nlll tried 

Right : As the poor weather continued and the German 

advance ground to a halt . many or the Sixth S Panzer 

Army took refuge from th e cold a nd enemy arti ll ery in 

hastily const ru t.ed shelters. 

again , thi time from a po ition further we t. Bm th 

outcome 11 mer ly a ri of inconclu i,·e engage­

men . Th much depleted rank of panz rgr nadi rs 

pulled back and e\' ra l panz r w re left behind for 

th maim nan e units to do what they could for them. 

'A illi Fi cher, who e tank had b en di abl cl at 

Krinkclt, to the north ast of Butgenbach, had ome 

happier mom n ts: 
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We were able to clean up a compl tel ' aban-

doned food depot. aft r whi h th ompan later 

njoy d many goodie . We had become elf- ufficient. 

01'er the hri tmas period w moved into room in a 

peasant' hou as th o ld in the Panzer had become 

unb arable. Our re t period durin tho da was 

matTed b ' con talll mortar fire. 'v\ ith rear difficulty 

and after all th efforts of two 18-ton tracto had 

U5 
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fai led we were tO\ ed into th worksh p b an 
armoured recovery vehicle.· 

H inz Linke a commander wh e panzer had lo t a 
track on a min during th attack n Butgenbach I' 

forced to take shelter time and again whi le attempts 
1 ere mad b the recovery v hid to uple hi tank 
which stuck ob tinat I in th frozen mud. Although 
thi 1 ventuall achieved, it was in the face of 

American firepower at i mo t viciou ou id 

ltl 

Btlll ingen. Linke related: The •·ecove veh icle but L 

into flame and it' n't long befm·e we caught it too. 
Al l of u except nterstunnfilhrer ]an en were om in 
th op n. H got a plinter in his backside but could 
tiU walk. fn no time at all both Panze wer blazing.' 

On 1 December, Hitlerjugend and 12 ol · -
grenadi r Divi i n uccceded eventual! in retaking 
Biilling n after Peip r had p ed through, on! to 

find that they had to ··edouble their efforts to hold on 

Left: Typified by thi Waffeii-SS MG 42 machine gunner 

teadfa l among ruined buildings, many fanatical 

Germans, and notably the Hitlerjugend, conducted a de . 

perate defence as the Allies began to regain lost ground. 

to the town. The chronic lack offu I continued to b 
a our ofanxie for command 1 ateverylevel. F.-itz 
Kriimer later wrote: 

'Often the fu I con umption wa much higher 
than anticipated b au f th bad road condition . 
When ome of the upplie arrived at all in the main 
line of re i tanc , it wa du to th untiring a tivi ty of 
the truck drh·ers and the energy of tJ1e staff of the 
up ply ervice . ' 

ARDENNES 

Above: The rare ight of a PzKpfw IV tank moving in 

daylight on an Ardennes road in early January 1945, after 

the offensive had effec tively ended and the Allies were 

lowly recapturing territory from the Germans. 

Al l re erve were near exhau ti n, and tho e that 
were available came from upportin units, notabl • 
artillery, who were made to ac.-ifice their own upplie 
in favour of the armoured p arhead . 

Due to faulty radio communication , contact with 
Jo hen Peiper ' a intermittent. lt had b come 
increasing! cl ar that th Kampjgruppe n ed d maxi­

mum upp rL ifth re" to be an pro pect ofPcip r 
reaching the Meu e river. Kliimer was ordered to 
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di entangle his Hillnjugend youth from Butg nba h, 
moving lhem south in order to en large the ali nt 
made by- P ip r. How ,. r. the road bad pro\·ed 

impas able- hence tJ1e cl ci i n was taken to try once 
again to ize Butg nbach. But all efforts wer frt -
trated, due to the cloyin mud as much a tenaciou 
American re i tance. uccess was thu cl ni cl to 
Peiper, who Tiger tanks, b aturda 23 December, 

were dug in at the \illag of La I iz , which the 
meri an had ringed in anticipation of an aua k by 

fighter bombers. h bulk f Kampfgruppe Peiper was 
£ reed i11to lhe \~llage ' cellar . Chri unas was marked 
by American tanks and infant• braving a solid wall of 

dug-in panzer and anti-tank gun , follow d b ' a 
G rman withdrawal of 00 men, all that r mained 
from me 5000 who had gone inju t a week before. 

Back in German , the 1 azi new reel of D cemb r 
1944 w r p akin nly f certain victory with hots of 
beaming Hitle1j11gend on th ir wa • to battl , while the 

Ill 

Reich radio pro laim cl th rapid c llap e of 'Allied 
r i tance'. The experience of 17-y ar-<>ld Johanne 

hro I r wa lying in a du out when he heard me 
deafening noi e of tank engine . 'Th re were 14 of u 
again t LOO tanks. \\'hat hope did we hm·e? Near m , 

one man dropp cl aft r another. Th gu ' n xt w me in 
the tren h got a bullet in the neck and I \\c hot in tl1 
h ad.' H was cli v red vemually b ' 11erican med­
ical OJ-derlie ; hi · comrade , mink:ing him cl ad, had 

abandon cl him. 

TURNING POINT 
The cm ial turning point in 
tl1e arrival of Gen raJ Patton ' 

clenne had been 

hird Arm ' from 

Below: German prisoners and their American escorts 

wait for a path to b cleared along an impassable stretch 

of road. The weather and the state of the roads were 

among the reasons given by Hitler for the attack' failure. 

the sou m. Hi main objective was tile r li f of me mar­
k ttmvn of Ba! t gn \\~th i \~tal road centre. The fail­
ure to capture the town had everely d la eel tl1 e 

rman bid to trike for me Meu riY r. Now ,·ents 
el \ h r , mo t notabl · m Red Army' new offen i\·e 
on me i tula river, caused itler to diven troop fr m 
the We t rn fr nt to m et th mr at. Th Alii 
tl1e advantage: despite poor weatl1er condition , they 
eventuall 1 m ana eel to take Baraqu d Fraiture on me 
Lieg -Bastogne road. Patton t11en renewed his attack 
northward fmm Basto ne and Echternach. [odel, 

fa cl wim entrapment at Houffalize, nortl1east of 
Bastogne, by tl1e 1.\~n Allied pincer , at last recei\'ed 

p nn:i ion tO wimdraw. 
It was me beginning of the end for the Ge1mans in 

the Ardenne ; tile Bulge was queezed out of exi tence. 
Th r w r an timat d 120 000 asualti among th 
Welmnacht alone. The Luftwaffe was all but a pent 
force. bout 15, 0 ea ualtie had b n inflict cl on 
the llie , whose op ration in th Ruhr and the Saar 
had only been po tponed for- at mo t - ix wee · . 
True, Germany ·till had ·ome fh·e million troop in the 
field. However, in 1944 alone 106 ennan clivi ion 
wer de troyed - tllre m or than had b en mobilized 
at the outbreak of war. Hitler was till convinced that 

1man ' " capable of fighting a major war and 
trong enough to create fre h effective clivi ion . The 

trengtll of lhi fallacy was outlin d after lh war by 
Albert p er, th armamen mini t r: ' w clivi ion 

were formed in great numbe1 , equipped ~~m new 
weapon and nt to me from \vithom an xp rience 
or training while at the ame time t11e good, battle­
hardened uni bl cl to death becau e th y w re gi\' n 
no rep la ement weapon or .P rsonnel.' 

for tl1e Hitler Youtl1 , membe1 by now were 

eith r b ing automatically con cript cl at th a e of 16 
into 12m SS Panzer Divi ion Hitlnjugend, or wer mu 
tered into pretentious( tenned I olksgrenadier (p o­
ple ' gr nadi r) di · i n . The wer hastily m­
bled replacement units, the detritu of shattered clivi-
ion and cl pot taff. nong tho e in me Hitieljugend 

Divi ion who fought in me Ardenn was w1mer 
Munz .. He had 01iginall been an ordinary Wehmzachl 

\'Olunteer and had lo t a I g on h1i Unas .Day, vainly 

ARD EN NE S 

U ~n to tem m flow of blood by holding hi trOll r 
leg tight at the bottom: ' ... We wer told: "It' your ag 
group that will turn thing .-ound, you'\'e been called 
upon to do iL" That when J learnt to cry.' 

While General Omar BradJey' Twelftl1 Anny was 
ordered to capture a bridgehead over th · lb river, 
on 1 pril 1945 at 13:00 how Fil t and 1inth 

nnie ealed the Ruhr. Both annie advanced on a 

two-corp · front me 1inm ''~m one corp n ach id 
of the autobahn in the Teutoburger Wald, sited near 
the large indu trial town of Bielefelcl. Once through 
the fore 4 the J inth was to cro m ,;,. r We r, t11 
last water barrier before the El be. 

Lieutenant neral Karl Becher, lhe n wl appoint-
ed command r of the G rman front, had, at most, 
7000 men to make up eight or n in clivi i n , con i t­
in for t11e mo t part of low r rad oldie• and v n 
1.\110 ·ear battalion ' (men uffering from hearing defi­
ciencie ) . Olherwi e mer were Volkstunn uni f 
Home Guard and men from me training division 
tation I at lhe nearb infanu chool at nn . 

Becher force took the fu ll power of the 

Am rican a ault on tl1 night of2-3 pril 1945. After 
the initial air bombardment th r inth Arm 
attacked along the entire XII and XIV o •·ps a•·ea. 

Light re i tance was encounter cl norm of tll auto­
bahn. By now the Allie only needed to conduct po­

radic mopping-up op ration . finn from b lhe 
G rman \ out of me qu tion; mall pockets of 
guer.-illa warfare was all that was po ible. 

Almough by that late stag tile Hitlerjugend had 
been hifted to me ea t, it was till a force wim which 
to r ckon. Tho who had fought in tl1 Ard nne 
from tl1 b ginning had leamt meir l on well. Th ir 
technique was to allow American annour to penetrate 
tl1 ir lin , men wait for tJ1e approach of th infantry, 
inching autiousl through the wooden heights. Then 
the ·oun erman attacked, firin incli criminal 1 
into knots f American infantry, and clinging to tl1eir 
positions to me last man. 

Between eunold and Bi I £ Id, oppo ition to lhe 
American advance had com not just from the 
Hitlrrjugntd Divi ion, but from outh who had been 

mu ter cl into battl \~mlhe bare t of military train in . 

lZJ 
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In one in tance, Lieutenant Roland Kolb of th 
4th Divi ion had noted that hi men were up again t 

an 'artillery unit' manned b · boy of 12 and und r who 
' rather than urrend r fought until killed '. All were 
mown down. In addition , young I reponed that 

m mb 1 of th Hitle1jugend wer butchering aptur d 
American troop with an m·gy of slaughter around 

i cnbom ridge. The I r pond d in kind. 

fiNAL THROES 
The reality was that the rn1an offen ive in the 
Ardenne was long over. However even now azi pro­

paganda uove untiringly t hold out th pro pect of 
final victory. In hi Christrn 1944 addre J o ef 
Gobbets declared: 'We have put a ear behind us that 

i unique in rman hi tory. In thi war the rman 
people are howing a degree of moral tamina which 

can onl earn admiration. It i th guarame ofth vic­
tory which will e\· muall)' ome.' 

General Patton characteri ticall)' ripo ted with: '1 

think the H un has hot hi wad.' It\ a\~. w to which 
even Hitle•· had ventually to ub cribe. He conceded 
to Ceneralmajor Wolfgang Thomal , hi In p tor of 
1otor Tran port, that the offensive had failed. The 

Fuhrer admitt d that: 'Only the first wave of the 12th 
S Panzer Divi ion ' tan · were in action, while behind 

th m there was an enormou convoy jammed ·olid, o 
that they could o n ither forward nor back. Final! 
not even petrol could get t11rough. Everything was ta­
tionary, and the tanks ' ngine w r merely idling. To 
keep th men warm , the engines were run all night. 
Thi creat d normou petrol requirements.· 

Typically, th Fuh•-er had ignor d hi own funda­
mental miscalculation in undertaking t11e offensive in 
the fi t place; 'the horr ndou I r bad road ' had b en 
mainly to blame, along with traffic cong tion. Yet 
faced with the virtual collap e of hi We tern front, he 

did not he itate to acrifice y t m or of th I-/illnjugen.d 
on the altat· of hi ambitions. 

Left; Bereft of any equipment and paraded by their 

American captors, these two Hitlerjugend soldiers are 

di played in their tattered uniforms. The trousers of the 

youth on the right of the picture are secured by string. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

With the Red Army virtually lDIStoppable in its advance west, Hitler's 

main focus became Hungary's precious oil resources. The Fiihrer called 

on the Hitlerjugend Divisio once more as he planned another audacious 

offensive to recapture Budapest. 

l
u ·t a h had b en du ed by the potential for 
victo. in the rd nne , Hitler now pinn d all hi 

ope on Hungary, which he hoped could quench 
German ' de p rat thirst for oil. Panicuarly tempt­
ing were tho e around Hungary' Lake Balaton, in 
addition to the well of Zi terdorf in u tria. Th 
portents, though, were not good. Th tart of 
December 1944 had een the R d .rmy occup east­
em Hungary. I.t had ucc d d in cro ing the 
Danube to the We t and ub equently establishing a 
large bridgehead. The German had b n obliged lO 

pull back to a line outhwe t of Budape t on Lake 
al nee and Lake Balaton. In the do ing weeks of 

1944, two oviet army roups, the 2nd and 3rd 
krainian Fronts, unlea bed a major oft n ive to 

ncircl Budape t and cru h all oppo ition. 
Mounting a stout but ultimately d om d defence 

wa -Obe-rgruppenfilhrer Karl Pfeffer von \\'ilden­
bruch' 9th Gebirg korp (mountain corp ) , whi h 

included two cavalry d ivi ion , the ever Iy ' eak­
ened Panzerg.renadicr division Feldlzermhalle, and 
units of the German and Hungarian armie and 

Left: A surprisingly cheerful photograph shows Waffen-SS 

troops re laxing before their next a ttack in H ungary in 

earl 1945. The taoding panzergrenadier carries a 

Parrzerfaust over his boulder. 

police. The total trength was 1·eckoned at ben een 
40,000 and 70,000 men. The IV Panzer orp , 
under Obergruppenfilhrer H rbert ille, con i Ling of 
the 3rd Panzer Division Totenkopf and 5th SS 
Panz r Divi ion Wiking, and buttr ed by force 
mu tered from Galicia, attacked on the night of 1 

January 1945. 

SURPRISE ATTACK 
Hub rt 1e er, in hi hi tory of the Hitlerjugend 
Oivi ion , wrote that the attack surprised the oviets: 
'The had not thought it po ibl that the German 
leadership would be able to mount a counterattack 
with appr ciabl force . · The erman pu hed 
through th rte mountain to within 21 km (13 
mi les) of Buclape t. Though the Soviets lo t little time 
in recovering their clefen iv line, Gille wa confident 
of attaining a breakthrough to Budape t. But Army 

roup outh , acknowledging other plans b ' Hitler 
and the Oberkommando der Hfehrmacht (OK\ , the 
Gennan High Command), called a halt. An eyewit-

n tated: 
'Th head of our as aull could ee th panorama 

of the city in their binoculars. We were d i appointed 
and ,,·e could not believe the attack wa wpp d . Our 
morale was excellent and we knew we could free our 
comrade n xt day.' 
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Hitler favoured a fre h plan f attack- to de troy 
all ovi t troop north of a line drawn from Lake 

Balaton through zekesfehcrfvar to Budape t, and 

th n to tak th ity. t fir t tl1i em d ucce ful, 
but it xhau ted the attacking force. Thi weakne 

en. ed b}' la ha! Rod ion MalinO\' ky, the v ter­
an f talingrad, who th n w m O\' r to th attack. 

The Gennan were unable to 1\~Ul tand the fo1·ce of 
the o,;et on lau ht. 

BREAKOUT ATTEMPT 
On ll February 1945, th d ~ nders in id Budape t 

bereft of ammunition, made a last de perate bid to 

break ou t on th ir wn. The re ult 1 , , futile as it 

was tragic. The oviet as au lt began with rockets 

aimed at the building in Buda. 1an who had tak n 

refug ther em r d , arm d olel · with ma hi ne pis­

tol . The , m t a ";thering wall of fire , and core were 

cut down within minute . ho e who un'iv d ro kets 

and arti llery th n had to contend with mas es of 

oviet infantry. bare 7 0 reach d th nnan Line 

two da later, while the majority of German and 

Hungarian were kill d . The o"ie earch d m 

rubbl for u1>'ivors, but hering m1ans ' here the ' 
la exhau ted or wounded. Trucks with loud peake1 

drov up to me woods of the Buda hill , broad asting 

appeal to tho e in hiding to come out, promi ing 
that the , would b ' treated d centl '. Tho e mat did 

emerge were hot down, whil the Hungarian were 

given the choice of intemment or joining the ovie . 

The Buda id of th city fell on 14 February. 

day the rman had I ·t more than 70,000 men . 

nd by now, the ovie were ' 'er the Oder and 
Berl in wa a mere 70km (43 mil ) awa . 

Hitler' next plan, Fri1hlingserwachen (Operation 

pring w·akening), wa to b launched in we tern 
Hunga1 · on 6 [ar h. If ucc ful, it would clear all 

oviet fo1·ce we t of the Danube and north of the 

Dn-a ril· r w cur th vital oil d po i . In th 

Right: ecure in his wood-Lin.ed bunker, a Hitlerjugend 

pauzergrenadier readies his Panzerfaust for the next 

Soviet attac.k. Resting against the bunker roof is a rifle 

grenade launcher. 

114 

HUNGARY 

m 



SS - HITLERJUGEND 

m antime, eneral Otto Wohler' Army Group 
outh lay in a gr at arc we t of the Danube, i 

boundade extending from the Drau to the we tern 

dge of Lak Balaton. 
At Lak Balaton, th line wun w tward to the 

Verte mountain and then to the ubstantial b•idge­
h ad e tabli hed by the oYie on th no1·th rn bank 
of the Danube at Gran. Thi bridgehead w of cru­
cial importance to the ennan , who aw it as a likely 
a embly area from where th ovi ts would thm t 

toward \ ienna. It therefore had to be eliminated 

b fore the tart of pring Awakening. 
The Gran operation rec ived the codename Sud 

Wind ( outh Wind). On 13 Februaq•, the commander 
of Ge1man Eighth Army i ued Lhe instruction: 

'To auack, concentrating all available infantry and 

armoured force , and acceptin the con qu m 
weakening of other front ectors, with the newly 
arriv d I Panzer orp ... Mter a short arti lle1 
bombardm nt, to thm t from the north, to de tro 
the enemy in the Gran bridgehead.' 

During th as aulL, Hitle1jugend fell in b hind the 
Leibslandarle with 26th S Panzer Grenadier 

Regiment commin d to the ri ht flank of i fellow 
division to secure the ros ing of the Partizs canal. 
The l t Battalion under the command of 

lurmbannfiihrer Ko t nbader cro ed to the north of 
Gbelce village. The 2nd Battal ion followed it into the 

hallow bridgehead and con o lidated the p ition, 
managing to e ur a mall canal cro ing that could 
take wheel d vehicle . During the night, the Rus ian 

attack d, mking with an infantry battalion and at 
least two T-34/ 5 . The were beaten off, but the 
c· ualti prov d heavy. A m h wa then made to plug 
any gap to th outh of the canal where the oviets 
were likely to penetrate, and thi was achieved with­

out oppo ition. 
Hitler' in i tence on undertaking Spring 

wakening provoked e,·ere oppo ition , notabl from 

Rigbt: In the early stage of Operation Spring Awakening, 

the morale of the ixth S Panzer Army was bigh. The e 

panzergrenadiers seem grimly de termined , passing the 

bodies of Soviet soldiers. 
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Han Cud rian, as acting hief of tafT, who argued 
that it was vital for th threat t th East m front to be 
ountered. H had air ad pent time pi ading with 

Hitler for the rei f troop from th Ardenne and 
from th pper Rhine for that purpo . Cud rian ug­
g t d that ixth Panzer Arm hould be brought to 
beat· in the battle f. r the Oder, wh re two atmy group 
w r facing de tn.tcti n b the Red Arm . To Hitler, hi 
de cription of Hun as a econdary theatre had 
b en as a r cl rag to a bull. The Ftthrer had rav d, 'I'm 

going to attack the Ru ia:n ' here the least expect it! 
Th ixth Panzer Arm i off to Budape t. [f w tan an 

offen ive in Hungary. the Russian wi ll have to go to .' 
Guderian had a t mp r to match Hitler' , but all argu­
m n had proved in vain, not least uderian ' poim 
that hunting an ntire arm , acro Europe along poor 
rail conununication , rather than rraight to Berlin , 
must keep it out of action and u e le s for momh . 

In pr parati n for pring wakening, elaborate 
ecuri plan were dra1 n up. The men f ixth 

Panz r Army wer rdered to remove th ir leev 
band before tl1e move from tl1 ar a of olo n 
b gan. To alia Alli d u picion that a major mov 
was undenva , the vatiou group takin part in the 
fighting were given a cover identit that downg~-ad d 
their tru tarus. Thus pp Dieuich, as ommander 
of ixth Panzer Arm , re eived the titl Holzerer 

ngarn ( enior ommander, Engineers 
Hungat ), while 12th Panzer Dhi i n Hitlerjugmd 
1va cl ignated E~ atz.staffel H iking ( ikin 
Rep lac m nt quadron) . 1 t Panzer Oi1·i ion 

Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler " cloak cl as Ersal taffel 
Totenkapf(D atll' Head Replacement quadron) and 

its regiments w r d rib d as Baustabe (con tru tion 
taff). The 2nd Panzer Divi ion Das Reich b came 

Ausbildun gruppe No1·d (Training roup orth). 

n ' sugge Lion that th 1-ariou units, whatever 
th ir d ignation , could be refitted in advanc - a 
matter of routi ne under normal cir urn tance -was 
out of the que Lion. Replacements of p r onnel and 
material reached th u-ain at tl1e time tl1ey were 
being loaded for cl parture. Wh n tl1 clivi ion I ft 
tlle Rhincland, tlle faced unpredictabl onnecti n 
and a con tant hortage of fu ·1. Weatller condition 

Ul 

w r au·oci u . Heavy now in late February w fol­

lowed b a udden ri in t mp rature at the turn of 
the montll. Tanks could not move under tl1 Yer of 

night, and wh n th y did try, th }' became tuck and 
w ,. unable to be relea eel until mornin li ht. The 
month of March brou ht bliaard condition , and tlle 
tanks could not mov <tall. 

ARMY GROUP SOUTH 
With its anival , the Lxtll Panz r Army was on 
mor on the u·ength of .. rm Group South. It took 

part in tl1e lightning sault that cured tlle ran 
bridgeh ad on 17 February. Lo es w re put at mor 

than l 000 panz rgrenadie from each of the clivi-
ion - and that before the tart of pting Awak nin 

on 6 March. wo da fat r, ilie weatller howed can t 
improvem nt, temp rarur remainin b low freezing. 

R connai n e revealed a pull-out b. the ovi ts fro m 
the ar a ar und Budap t and tllcir btidgehead at tl1e 
Drau ril'et·, in preparntion for an attack again t th 

tman defence ·. Ln anticipation ofiliis, Gem1an arm 
uni intent on do ing with tl1e Red ·my had ra ed in 
a f; t motor-boat ult acro tlle Drau; the Bulgarian 
defenders, by now unwilling Rt ian alii were effe -
tivel broken. From ixtl1 Panz r An11 1 cam tlle 

main thmst: tl1 Hilletjugrnd and Leib /anrlarle dil'ision 
forced tl1e canal bridgehead. 

It was an a h i vem m made de ·pite un peakabl 
condition . The first ho k came wiili th o1·der to 

tart tl1 n ine of the panzer ; at fir t, thi prm·ed 
impo ibl ince wat r had ccp ·d into the fu I 
tank . Mechanic obliged to op 1-at amid a cas ade 

f he lling, w nt about the frustrating and tim -1\ t· 
ing ta k of draining out the c ntaminated fue l, and 
th r wa a de per-ate earch for fre h uppli . 

Initially, th moral of the force of the 
F-litlnjugend, in common with th re t of i trich' 
manpower, wa excellent, ince at la t thi wa a 
battle that had cl ar-cut obj tive . The mood of 

Right: Two Waffen-SS guards in Hungary well equipped 

for the cold with heep kin coats over their greatcoats. 

As the war neared its end many soldiers equipped 

themselves as best they could. 
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Above: Hitlerjugend men move quickly to counteract a 

oviet tank attack. The man in Front carrie a 

Panzerschreck, a German copy of the American bazooka 

while his companion holds a Pa11zerjau t. 

optimi m did nm la t long. t its very fir t objective, 
the did ion ran into tr uble around th villag of 
Puszta. In common' ith most other, thi had be n 
heavil fortified. The vi t turned thei r· full 
trength on the men f Hitlerjugend' 26th Panzer 
renadier Regim nt, which wa all but annihilated. 

[t was ome on olati n that th ,·ilia e f Igar wa 
ecured by the Hitl.erjugend. En my po ition were 

particular! u-on around the village and farming 
area of 0 g, and it wa h re that the di\i ion r ceived 
a further major blow to morale. During an atta k by 

o iet combat aircraft, ltmnbannfiihrer Ko tgen­
bader, the command r of 26th Panzer r nadi r 

141 

Right.: A map showing ixth Panzer Army' thrust 

towards Budape t, and the subsequent oviet movements 

towards Viem1a and the heart of the Third Reich. The 

Austrian capital did not resist the Red Army for long. 

Regiment - d crib d by Hub n M yer as 'an out­
landing and brave leader' -was killed. 

An important ob tacl to th attack on Deg was a 
road junction ituated to the east of Pink cz-Pu zta. 
Haup turmfiihrer Han iegel was despatched \\ith two 
formidabl )' am10ured companie to eliminat thi 
before the allack on Deg i elf, which wa plann d for 
the mornin of larch. The r·man · he lied a knot 
of dug-in anti tank gun . Hub n 1 y r quote from 

el' r port: 
The one ntrated force of fir and mo,•ement, 

added to which was the din of mot r and the r-attle 
of the u-ack d vehicle firing tracer in front of them, 

explo ion from mortar hell hurled from annoured 

p r nn I carri r on the move , a ll that happ ning 
during otherwi total darkne , di couraging proba­
bly even the mo t hardened Red Arm man .... We 

ov rran the anti-tank barrier and the fortified po i­
tion without lo e ... Through the dawn we arriv d 
un cathed in De . ' 

The dawn haze " a u eful cloak for· th attack on 
0 ar und which exten ive minefield had been 

ar d . Pur uit of a withdrawin ,;et column '' 
fru trdted b a panzer compan, bogged down in 
mar h 
mobil 

t rrain and it wa v ning before it wa 
again. Outside Deg village, a in le panz r, 

who e gunner had just homed in on hi target, came 
und r fir and althou h it did not xpl de, \\"as di -
abled. The re t of the panzer were in ide the village 

,-·-·-· ,. 
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and ut of ighL Siege! , feeling ut on·, iz d on a 
me enger with a motorcycle and leapt onto the back, 
p rch d on i carrier, roaring into th villa e. Th 
panzer , a it turned out, an·h·ed ·afely. There had 
been an encounter with around a dozen lOcm ( . in ) 
Ru ian a au lt un , who r w h d b n tak n by 
urpri e. ome managed to e cape, and those who 

were ab! made their g taway from th oppo it end 
of the village to th outh and outh e t. Ah ad of 
the panz r flak group, a Ru ian as ault un had been 
r adied, i barrel fa in r. rward. panz r ham­
mered a round into its rear· and the as ault gun blew 
up and burn d out. 

EJ ewhere, there was bitter fighting at imontomya 
and Azor-a, two town to the e· t of the io Canal and 
Lak Balaton. The force had to hold th b for 
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/, I 

_,.. ( • Bicske 
Papa /' , ., 

Bad Gleichenberg ~f; , 

..,.--!"' •• ••• 
r-----------""""---''---1_,... '·~ ·. -'"'"' \ 

Key 

~ Russian attacks 
German attacks 6/1 5 March 

-=> German Plans 
Front line 6 March 1945 
Front line 15 March 1945 
Front line 25 March 1945 
Front line 4 April 1945 
Front line 15 April 1945 

<:) German & Hungarian Pockets 

~1~------~·~Mr,,~a~rc:a:li~·~·=--

~-/ 
'"",.--­I -

141 



SS-HITLEAJUGEND 

Above: Waiting for the enemy. Hitferyugeud panzer­

grenadier pauses from ob erving the ovietlines with his 

binoculars. ote his Kar 98K rifle ready for action, and a 

stick grenade in the foreground within easy reach. 

th ir force could ,,;n the dire tion f their adnmce 
outhward . war of the Ge1man need to ecure the e 

po ition , the 0\iets fought tenaciously. By 9 March, 1I 

Panz r orp , with th Leib tandarte Divi ion in the 
van, had broken through the Red Infantry 

oq) . The oldie1 , how v r, were xhau ted and the 
driv b gan to fait r, t.he momentum to la ken . T< 

prevent inevitable di aster, epp Dietrich peel to the e 
advanc d po ition to pur on t.h panz r renadiers. 
The men of Leib tandarte were indeed in pired b the 

pre ence of their former commander, and pu h d 
ahead. But Il Panz r orp was unabl to maintain 
thei•· pace. Thi Lowed the ault, although pmgre 
ontinu d to b mad . Th last p of re i tanc 

were tifl d by th 2nd Panzer Grenadi r R giment of 

14! 

Right: A patrol returns to the German front line in 

Hungary watched by a machine gunner from his 

protected po iti.on. By this point the Soviet ad\'ance was 

most delayed by the need to wait for fresh supplies. 

the Leib /andarle which ad1<tnced to the cem tery in 
imontom !Cl on the town' outhern edge. 

BEST EFFORTS 
Hitlerjugend ' 3rd Pioneer Compan '• along with its is­
ter company from th Leib tandarle, r doubled their 
efforts to b.-idge the io. Thi was an operation t11at 
could be undertaken onl 1 at night, out of ight of 
Ru sian artillel)' fire . But there was no chance to 

eet1re the bridge or e tabli h another b.-idgehead 
b yond it. The hill outh of t11e canal had been 
turned into a trong defensive po ition b ' tJ1e oviets, 
with their eemingly limitle re ource of manpower. 

In the H itle1jugend, l i~ 1 notably uncomfortabl 
for tank crews. recorded by Huberl Meye r, 

HUNGARY 

143 



SS -HITlERJUGENO 

Above: Waffen-SS pan:z:ergreoadje rs form a has defence 

line in Hungary in 1945. Food fuel aod ammunition was 

in hort supply, but the Germao defenders made the Red 

Army fight hard for ever piece of ground gained. 

Obt'rsrhaifiihre-r Willy Krc chmar, f th Panzer 

ompany, later r called: 
'The Pioneers had ju t cleared the first mine 

wh n Lh r w r 10 to 1- fla he from th ri ing ter­
rain b hind th io CanaL That made it clear to me 

that we were facing a trong anti-tank po ition. I " 
ju t about to indicat th tar t t th gunner wh n 
there were two or three ban on the Panzer. l hout­
ed to the d1·iver, "Back up- let ' o!" H r pli d, ~I 

can't, th pedal i lipp d out. The un i hining 
in he re.'' I gave ordet to bail out. Except for the 

radio operator, we all ot out and a mbled b hind 
th Panz r. Finally. the radio operator' hatch opened 
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Right: Paozergrenadiers of the ixth PaozerArmy 

huddle in their trench, fearful of an air attack by Soviet 

fighter-bombers. Only the mo t faoaticaJ of Nazis now 

believed that the war could still be won. 

and tefan came out wh ite as halk. B of the 
hit to the transmi ion, he had probably inhaled 
fume from the oiL' 

DASH FOR CovER 
Th men printed for cover b hind another panz r. 

leanwhile, the oviet infantry which had eme1·ged 
from i u· n h , in an auem pt to kill or capture 
th er w, wa pinned down by xplo ive hell and 
machine-gun fire . rmoured per onncl carri r , 
which had ori inally pulled back during the attack, 
were at la t abl to move forward aga in , tak ing 

Krctschmar' crew and two other back to their 

HUNGARY 
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14& 

Left: In the retreat to Austria e ential supplies - and 

even basic comforts like cigarettes- were running low. 

Here a tank crew member har a cigarette with a 

comrade from Sixth SS Panzer Army. 

tarting po ition. The body of a kill d compan 
quad leader was placed in an engi ne compartment, 

and the carrier were abl to reach afety, thank to 
cover provided by a Panth r tank, which wa later 

knock d out. 
To add to th erman ' difficultie , the bridg 

u tained con tant damage from artillery fire and 
partly collap d under the weight of a panzer. As a 
re ult of the oviet fire, vehicle tend d to bunch too 
clo e together in an attempt to minimize their xpo-
ure, thu adding to the conge tion and weight on 

the bridge. 

HUNGARY 

Above: Panthers from the Sixth SS Panzer Army in 

Hungary in 1945. The lack of fuel and overwhelming 

numbers opposing them meant that there was no chance 

of a return to a Blitzkrieg- tyle war for the e tanks. 

af in B rlin,Jo ef Goebbel commented: 
' I have the impre ion that our offen ive has 

bogged down . dmittedly, Sepp Dietrich has suc­
ceeded in forming a bridgehead acro the io, but it 
is questionable whether he can advance out of it. ' 

In th circum tance , Goebbel ' pe imism could 
perhap have been excused. 1evenhele , on 11 

Larch , imontomya ' as captured, but not without 
tough re i tance, which nee itated blood hou e-to­
house combat. The day after the bridgehead over the 
io anal was e tabli hed, fighting reached a new peak 

offerocity as both ide truggled for the initiative. 
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Left: A rearguard from the Hillerjugend at the ide of a 

road ou t of an Hungarian village watch the tream of 

traffic, led by a half track towing a fie ld piece, heading 

back towards Germany in the pring of 1945. 

:\1eanwhilc , the p1·e en e of Dietrich' units in 

Hungary had depriv d th rman d fen ive line on 
the der river of badly needed strength. ince early 
r bruary th erman had r et d formidab l 
defence around the apital. olid to hold w k pt 
by the nnan on the ea t bank of the Oder river at 
Ko trL ·n (a t the time kn wn as Ku u·in) which wa 
astride th direct route west to Berlin. However 

bridgeh ad had been eiz d by th Ru ian over the 
river· southern part, notwithstanding de p rat re i -

tan from th units of rmy Group Centre. By the 
end of the month. m•iet fore had , from th junc­
tion of the Oder and Nei e rivers, reached a position 

ju t l05km (65 mil ) outh a t f B rlin. 
head lay other di aste for the German in ile ia 

in outh m Poland. rmy Group outh in Hunga1l' 
faced outflanking in the north with Malinkm ky' 
2nd krainian From thnt ting toward Bratislava on 
the Danube in outhern Cz cho lovakia. Meanwhile 
Tolbukhin ·s 3rd krainian Front wa pu hing 

\-\ohl r ' Army roup outh back toward Au u;a. 

RETREAT 
From now on, breakthrough b the nnan were 
ntre. fter I March, barely 11 day after the com­
mencem nt of pring wakening, th viet advance 
became un tappable. The Soviets made d p pene­
u·ation we t of the ene mountain and were fast 

approaching Lake Balaton. The erman defence was 
su ce ful at the town of Bali nka, but the ovie 

r dre d the balance by ·ecurin 1 ztmir. In fact, no 
matter the location, Gennan gain w r now puny and 
hortli\·ecl. The main pr blem for the German was 

th lack of upplie for the forward po ition , petrol 
and ammunition in particular was in hort uppl •. 

The clo ing day of the month aw the ixth 
Panzer nny withdrcnving w tward in its frantic bid 
to hold 1-0km (93 mile ) of front between the 

Danub and Lake Balaton. It had only iJ battalion . 
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There was no longer a front of an ub tance, only 
i olated trongpoints. To th north of the Raab ri\'er 
lay Odenburg, on the direct route to ienna. On 1 

pril 1945, the erman tried to block en m force 
at thi point, but the oviets wept pa t in an out­
flanking move. The onl German defenc came from 
tank train . Form d to con erve fuel the e involved 

one o1· two machine towing a numb r of othe , thu 
enabling ufficient tank to be av d to reform ome 
of the hattered companie . 

The German eau e wa hopele , but th 
Hilleryugend made om pirited final attack . In the 

ix th Panzer rmy ector, the Das Reich and 6th 
Panzer Divi ion manag d to break free from th 
area to the outh of Lake Valencei , and cro sed the 
path of the advancing R d Army, with the aim of 
plugging the oviet breakthrough in the erte 
Hill . For the 1 t Panze1· Divi ion , the onl action 

wa withdrawal. onethele , it was able to t m a 
powerful Red Arm force, which wa attacking 

betwe n the lake and the area of zeke fehervar. It 
at o linked up with units of 5th Panzer Divi ion 
Wiking, which wa till managing to hold on to parts 
of the town . 

WITHDRAWAL 
The withdrawal of the ixth Panzer Arm to the 
Raab could no longer be delayed. It was a chaotic, 

perilous proce , and core of vehicles ' e re bogged 
down in mud. Much heavy equipmem had to b 

either abandoned or de tro ed. The ' ather " o 
bad that even the oviets were delayed b it. Indeed, 
General (later Marshal) Fedor I Malinov k , the 56-
ear-old viet ommander and captor of Budape t, 

who e Fifty-Seventh Arm had pla ed a k y role in the 
encirclement of the German at talingrad, now had 

talin breathing down hi neck, furiou at the low­
nes of the advance. The order went out to the oviet 
ixth Tank Army that, r gardle of to in manpower, 

Right: Within Germany itself, defence had become the 

province of the Volksturm, an ill-equipped and ill-trained 

mix of Hi tler Youth members, old men and di abled 

veterans oon to be pitted against the Red Army's tanks. 
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the pace must be forced. The re ult was ucce s, but 
at the co l of 267 R d Army tanks. 

By the b ginning of April, the much-vaunted 
German Tiger n tanks were mere battered hulks and 
th Hungarian Third Army which had been covering 
Di u·ich' left flank , wa b lown to oblivion. The oviet 
3rd Ukrainian Front ealed off the city on three id , 

15! 

joining hand with Mar ha! Rodion Malinov ky' 2nd 
krainian ront, who e Forty ixth Arm ped down 

from the northeast tmvard the Austrian capital, 
Vienna. Th Hitl.erjugmd, which by now had long 
been a divi ion in nam onl , was left to fight its way 
through Odenburg and its occupying Soviet force , 
who inflict d heav-y casualtie . But even at thi late 

Above: By the time the remnants of the Hitletjugend 

Divi ion reached Austria they were a pale imitation o f 

them selves onJy a year before. Hard fighting had seen 

their numbers d ecline dramatically. 

tage, the division was able to avoid encirclement. 
Thu th we pin of Hitlerjugend omehow man-

HUNGARY 

ag d m make for the nor·th ofOdenburg in the direc­
tion ofWiener 1 u tadt and the road to Vienna. 

-Obeifilhrer Hugo Kra reponed: 
' Kampfgruppe 26 and the Divi ion a I ta.ff hung on 

with their la t remaining trength. In th afternoon, 
anot11er attack, breakthrough and counterattack.' 

A welcome, but di appointingly brief re pite was 
recorded by one Kampfgruppe. On tl1e day before 
Ea ter Sunday, it overcame re istance in a villa e 
beyond the Weiner eu tadt area. oviet cartridg 
that fitted carbine and as ault rifles wer·e eagerl 
eized. The grateful villag r brought the men hot 

coffee, andwiche and East r gg . But then the men 
learnt that the oviets wer·e in sight of ienna, and 
tl1e order came to abandon me village. 

for epp Dietri h, he con idered that hi task­
po ibl his on I remaining task- was to u hi army 
to hold me line, covering the flank of the German 
armie in Czechoslovakia, where the ovi ts for the 
moment were concentrating. It was wi hful thi n king. 
Th mas of 1 t SS Panzer Divi ion Leibstandarle was 

burnt out. As for 12th Panzer Divi ion Hitlerjugend, 
it was everel weakened, and me oilier division in 
the anny were either of average trengtll or were 
hadow of tlleir former lv . 

Hitler now gave Sepp Dietrich and ixth Panzer 
Ann a n w, well-nigh impo ible task - to defend 
Vi nna from the Red Army. The Fi.ihrer' veteran 
gladiator, who had everal time r que ted in vain for 
the offen ive in Hungary to b broken off, was under 
no illu ions. With ome exaggeration and nreful 
humour he remarked: 'We call our lve ixth SS 
Panzer Army becau e we have only six tanks left.' 
Indeed, matter were o bad that h wa obliged to 

thru L pupil of the Babenbergerburg mi litary 
academy into the front line. His rank were further 
welled b low-calibre recnrits: Luftwaffe pilots ber ft 

of aircraft to fly, weeping of Knngsrnarine from h ip 
never de tined to sai l and factory worker . Quaking 
with Lerror under fire the e men b came dangerou 
di tractions to the battle-hardened SS men. 

By 10 p.-i l, th ovi ts were in th centre of 
1enna, which was virnrall ncircled b the Red 

Army. The decision to evacuate the city was nol a mat-
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ter for epp Di tri h. but rath r Hitler him elf. 
Finally, the Fiihrer ordered the withdrawal a ro th 
Danub . Di uich' la t order ,,-<1 given to Baldur ,·on 

chirach, who had remained in Vi nna a Gaulei/er 

but who, in a r ,·ere that everelr pricked his \'anil}'· 
had been ord r cl to rve a Di tri h' liai on officer. 
Th rd r given to the one-lime /?.Rich rjugendfiihrer 

wer to dri,·e to th Tp-ol and heck on reception 
centre for the ar·my, refug and wound d. 

SANCTUARY 
For th m n of the Hitletjugend, the main obj ctiv 
now that th war was rapid! oming w a conclu ion, 
wa to reach the an tuary of the American line to 

ur-r nd r. 1an for tho e of the U 65th 

Dhi ion, whi h '' ated near the Enn l"iver. Late 
in the aftern on, tired , bedraggled line of th di\i-
ion' ldi r made to ro a bridge. previou I 

erected barricade had on! • b n partly I ar d, which 
meant Lhat Lh re was room for ju t a ingle truc k to 

cro at a time. udd nl •. panic broke out ·omeone 
ell d 'Ru ky' . What had been an order! line be a me 

a urging, thru ting m . Men were cru hed to death 
in the tampede while other , unabl to r ach the 
bridg b au of th rowel, abandoned the attempt 
and fanned out along th riv r ba k, till houtin . 
'Ru k, Ru k '.The approach of a Red Army medium 
tan k increa d th panic. From i turr t, a lieutenant 
laugh d a an e timated 6000 men crambl d frami-
all to ap hi in le gun. 

It wa on the banks of the Enn that the urrend r 
of the clivi ion was ace pted br the American . om 
had won·ied that the oviets, whom Hitlerjugmd had 
mo t recent! been fighting, would in i t that an ur­

r nder b made w th m. 
Huben M y r and an rd rly officer w re tak n 

b j p to what appeared to be a commandeered fa -
to . wh r a entry t od on uard. The two men 
were u hered into a r om who only furniture wa a 
large tabl , o1·ered with maps. eyer was ask cl to 
indicate wher th clivi ion wa lo ated and how 
man · men had unived. He hazard cl a fi re of 
10, 00 univo , an an wer that wa received with 

de light. eye r noti d the pre nee of bottle and 
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glas e , which ugg t cl that the American had 
already b n elebnrting. 

The m 1i an taff offi r n xt announced the con­
clition for . urrender. Ho lililie 11·er to cease by mid­
night on Yla •, by which lime all troop had to be 
acro the demarcation line of th nn rh· r·, betwe n 

1iet line ; an · d lay ,,·ould r ult in 

\iets takin Lh clivi ion pri oner~ I weapon 
wer·e to be unloaded 2km ( 1 mile) from Lhe ri1· r and 
mall an11 remO\·ed. Tanks and gun were to follow 

behind on tru ks, with the tanks pointin tl1eir gun in 
tl1 air. ehicl were required to fly whit flag . 

On thi la t point, Hu Kraa wa later to prove 
obdurate, ordering that no white fla be flown. H 

thanked ea h meml r of the clivi ion for the ir 
1-alue and loyalt •, and urg d that, in m mor • of 
th ir cl ad comrade , the men maintain a pirit f 
camarad rie during the rebui lding of the Father­
land. He concluded: 

'We t out on th bi uere t journey of our life as 

o ldier "itl1 our h ad held high. In quiet compo­
ur , we ,,·ill march toward our de tiny. ·we have 

fought bra\'elyand \l~th int grit}' in all tl1eatr of war. 
ti ll , the war i lo t. Long li\'e Ge1111any.' 

On th mornin of the d adlin , Kraas and Merer 
drov to Enn , ·topping on! · to bury th ir w apon 
in a ra1·el pit. Th un·end ring troop marched 
pa t, mounted a if on parad , \lith p rfect b aring. 

t Lhi point, there was a dramatic in idem. knot 
of Wehrmachl ,. hide app ar d, can)'ing former 

pri oner from the nearb)' Maut11au en concentra­
tion camp, th ir weapon at the ready. they dmve 
along the Hitlerjugend lumn, tl1ey be an looting i 
vehi le . In hi book Mm of leel: l Panzer orp. 
1944-4- - The Ardenne and Eastern Front 1ichael 

Reynold gue e that thi was a d liberal piece of 
tage mana ment de igned by tl1e Ameri an to 

humiliate th urrenderin Ge1111an . If thi were o, 

Reyno1d points out, the Hitlerjugend could count 

Right: A line-up of Hitler Youth were afforded their last 

glimp e of the Fiihrer in the Berlin ChanceUer garden 

on 20 April 1945, his 56th birthday. The youngest of 

the e boy defenders of the capitaJ was 12 years old. 

i elf fortunate . Only nin da) befor·e, American 
troops had been o en raged at th atroc!U the 
found when th · lib ra t d Dachau that they um­
marilr e, ecutecl 21 guard , including l i men. 

The e were the last hour of the 12th Panzer 
Di'i ion Hitlerjugmd. In 1944, its trength had been 
put at 21 ,300. 01 ju t 455 had uni\'ed to go into 
captivit '.The only w apon remaining were 16 tanks, 
21 h witz r , a sorted rocket launcher and captured 

oviet i6.2cm (3in) gun . 

n th le th H itlerjugend had made a deci ive 
ontribulion to the de truction of the Gran bridge-

head and the brea ting f the canal near 
imontomya during the Lake Balawn offen ive. Th 

hope of a lasting d fi nee a in t th enem had b n 

dashed, but that '' arcely the fau lt of the men of 
Hillerjugend. 1e er put it: 

'They were predominant) o ldier who had hard­

ly b en provided with infantry train ing and had 
never been pan of a fighting force ... They were 
thrown abr-uptly into the whirlpool of bloody rear­

guard fighting which demanded th utmo t ph ica l 
and mental re i tan e. That had to reach be ond 
their strength .' 

HUNGARY 

1 ot the lea t of their reason for fighting so fanat­
ically was the knowledge that if the were captured b 
the oliets, their certain fate was a painful death. 

But it has to b aid of the H itlerjugend that their 
fa natici m and individual brutality diluted an ympa­
thy felt for them. One Lriking example, which hap­
pen d during the fighting around Caen, can erve. 
Two Briti h infantrym n encountered a riou ly 
wound d member of the clivi ion. They tried to ren­
der medical aid and al o gave him water. While hi 
head wa being bandaged he rea hed lm ly for hi 
camouflag mock, and managed to natch a Walther 

pi to!. On! the fact that he was eriou ly injured aved 
the life of hi benefactors. The two British o ldiers 
eized the gun and left the 'Oung G rman to die. 

In hi book Hitler's hildren: Tlu H itler J0uth and S, 

the author G rhard Rempel firm! points the finger 
of blame for the brainwashing of 1111any' outh, 

declarin : 'The eparate growth of the Hitl.erjugend 

and S as organizations dep nded on the active col­
laboration of the elite who controlled them.· It i 

they, tl1e azi leadership, who were ultimate! re pon-
ible for the corruption of an entire generation, the 
cars of which are only now finall healing over. 
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RES 
IIYitCJt"•,like Baldilr von Schirach to hard­

important part in shaping 

had previously had a succe 

8ALDUR VON SCHIRACH 
Baldur von hirach was born in Berlin on Mar-ch 9 
1907, th fi r t of four children of a w 11-to-do-family. 
Although thre -quart rs Am rican , h joined the 

Young erman L ague at tl1e age of 10 and became 
full ' ab orbed in the u ual round of camp fire , hikes 
and inging ion . Hi intere t in radical politic wa 
fu 11 d b the grim realiti of life in the V\ imar 
Republic after W rid War I. Hi futher, Car! Bailey­
Noni von hira h a former offi er in the Kai er' 
arm ', lo this job a~ a th atr dire tor, al ng with much 
of the famil · m one . 

Lik o man of hi generation at thi time, th 
young Baldur b came ab orb d b the preoccupations 
of a ro tl upper and middle class - nam ly the 
belief that the Treaty of aill 

above all, that it was th J w 

all ocial and 
embraced th fanatical ra i m expound d in uch 
book a H u ton tewan Chambedain · The 

Foundalian.s of lhe 19th Century• and Henry Ford' The 

lntemalionaljew. From tl1i , it was but a tep to ab orb-

Le ft: A trumpeter of the Hitler jugeud d uring a Nazi rally 

before the war. Baldur von chirach p layed an impor tant 

part in establishing the ceremonial tradi tions o f the Hitler 

outh, and such pageantry stimulated recruitment. 

individuals played an 

ion. Some, like Fritz Witt, 

elsewhere in the Waffen-SS. 

ing the ranting of the anti:Jewi h, anti-Communi t 

fanati r d Ro enb rg, me 'philo opher' of the 1 azi 
party and one of the tron e t intellectual influences 
on dolf Hill r. 

For Hitler, who e Mein Kampf al o haped von 
chirach · vi w , tl1eir fi t m eting in Weimar 1926 

proved h aven- ent; the azi lead r was k n to refine 
the image of the party, who mo t high-profile expo­
n n were me brash treet-brawle of the tunn 

Ableilung ( , torm troop rs). mootl1 and voluble, 
von chirach em d th id al acolyte. From the v ry 
tart, Hill r aw the young man not imply as a party 

member, but a a man wh could fulfil a pecific 
n d - the recruitment of contemporarie for the 

azi movement. 

t Munich, th cradle of ational ociali m, von 
hirach was put to work, enrolling at th university as 

a member of the with the p cific task of attracting 
fellow rud n . B 1929, he had become chi f of the 
univ r it · National o iali t tudents' nion. It was 
here that a fellow tud nt, Hendetta Hoffrnann, fi L 

m t him. Bot11 worked on producing Nazi propaganda 
leaflets and an underground n \\ pap r. 

ln her m moirs, Henrietta recalled: 

'On da a 'Oung man in a light uit cam running 
up the tai whi tling Y ankee Doodle Dandy. He was the 
leader of the rudents' as ociation, chief publi h r 
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and editor - Baldur von chirach, who had ju t 
retumed from a trip to America. Baldw· was 23 ear 
old. he female m mbers, including m elf, worked 
in an honorary capacity... One of m job was to 
addre the wrappers of the little new heel:. lontl1 
after montll, we i ued leaflets, di t:ributing them on 
tl1e steps of the university.' 

Heinrich Hoffmann, th famou photographer and 
friend of Hitler, was Henri tta ' father, a fact that was 
not lo ton von hirach. The couple later manied. 

on S hirach worked hi pas age industriou ly, care­
fu l to extol his Fiihrer and ational ociali m at ever 

conceivable opportunity, in luding writing flowery 
verse about ' thi genius grazing the tars' and ' very­
thing i the love of dolf Hitler.' Hi reward was pro­

motion to jugendfilhrer des Deutschen Reiches, a po t orig­
inally under the conu·ol of the Ministl)' of the Interior· 

and its leader Wlihelm Frick. After D c mber 1 1936, 
it rated an office in the Reich Cabinet. t 29, von 
chirach thus became a key figure in the Third Reich, 

and had the advan.tage of reporting direct! to Hitler. 
Inevitably, thi brought him detractors and ene­

mie , who poke of t11e man ' oily and effeminate man­
ner. There were r·umours of a white bedroom, decked 

out with delicate lace curtain , and whi pers of homo­
sexuality, which was hardl urpn wg ince von 

ch irach had erved in the A where it was rampant. 

Indeed Airey eave, a future Briti h Memb r of 
Parliament, who in 1946 erved tl1e indictments on the 

def. ndants at uremberg at the lntemational Military 
Tribunal, later de cribe von hirach as having an 
appearance tllat was 'bi exual and oft witl1 lfli-dansant 

e e . He looked a man who might b dangerous to 
maU bo .. . He was wet, self-deluded and arrogant.' 

Thi , however, left out of account two el men of 
von hira h' chara ter: con id rable organizational 
abil ity and more tllan a treak of mtllle ne . His new 
po ition gave him the power to upervi the entire 
youtll of a Germany tllat was becoming progres ivel 

Right: Baldur von Schirach (standing) as Reichsjugend­
fii.h rer, giving a morale boosting speech to an audience of 

Hitler jugmd and Bund Deutscher Madel (BDM - the 

League of German Girls) . 
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more azifi d. The official policy of the Hitler Ju end 

was Gkiclistellung- the coordination and integration of 

all oth r youth organization , together with a total ban 
on tho e remaining ou ide it and thu d emed "trai­

torou '. Olfencle were tracked down b ' th full 

111 

re ource of the SA, th and i mo 1 potem arm, the 

tapo, and the HJ "treifendien t, the internal Hitler 

jugend police. 
There was an undertone of m nac in the direct 

order i ued b von hirach: 

'I h r by forbid any interferenc f th Hitler 

Jugend by other youth a · o iation . If the behaviour 

of m mb r of oth r youth a o iation gi"e au 

for omplaint. th n th complaint i lObe dire ted 
to me through the proper ffi ial hannel . In ·o far 

KEY FIGURES 

Left: een here on a visit to Prague, Heinrich Himmler, 

as Reichsfiihrer-SS, was not initially keen on the formation 

of a Hitlerjugend Division. On Himmler' immediate right 
stands Reinhard Heydrich. 

as compla int · nece irate further action , I hall initi­

ate the nece ary rep thr ugh the appropriat 
tale in titution . ' 

One of the fi1 t targe wa the cli idem G rman 

Yomh 1m· m m and Eb rhard Kobel a prominent 

m mber. Along with hi associate , Kob I wa arre ted 

and incal·cerated in th cellar r the notoriou 

olumbia-Hau in B rlin. He w late1· rele<c eel, but 

only after being e\'erely b aten up. In another m re 

p ctacula1· incid m, mn hirach p 1 onally led a ur-

pri raid with 50 of hi followe1 on the offi of th 

mral ommittee (Reich au chuss) ofYouth 
rgani ation . Gen ral \'ogt, its head, was ummarily 

di mi ed, and its records onfi cat d . Von hira h 

p 1 onally arran cl a hotgun marriage, whereby the 

ati nal Committee was ab orbecl inLO th Hitler 
jugend and ub qu mly ab li heel. 

Other organi7..ation , e\'en tho e kn ''~1 to be politi­
cally uncommitted, rec h·ed th ame tr aunent. 

Prom in nt among th was the Greater German Youth 
League, led b dmiral von Trotha, a ,. t ran f th 

Kai er' navy, of whom V n hirach de lared ·mooth­

ly: 'Thi admirable and meritoriou man adapt cl him­

elf to the n w ituation br \irtu of hi oldi rl en e 
f dm · and hi lo\· (i r the younger generation.· 

By December 1 1936, all German y uth '' orga­
nized fmm in id von chirach ' Hitler jugend. 

Rei h Party Da • in that rune year, he was revelling in 
his ucce s, while at th am tim acknowl clgin with 

haract ri tic n ridity th con iderable debt owed to 
th Fl1hrer: 

·one thing i trong r than you, my Flihrer. That i 

the I \'e ofyoun G m1an for you. There are o many 

ha pp · holll in the year of Lh y uth. Thi how \' r, in 

eve ry y ar i one of our happi t. Becau e more than 

any th r people, my Fiihrer, we feel ou clv to b 

chained to your p n by your name. Your name i 

th happin of th youth, your name, m · Fiihre1·, i 
ur immortality.· 
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If ,·on 

appr01-al 

chit-ach could b r a onabh· ut·e of the 

f Hill r. the ame could n t b aid of 

other leading i\aLi . . Hermann onng, no trang r to 

namboyance him elf, regarded th other man with 
open contempt. ther ridiculed his feyeri h 
attempts to curry favour by poning Ba1·arian 
Leclerho n. But it ,,·a th treak of indulg ne in hi 
charact r that incen eel many. At pany rallie , Hitler 

Jugend leader came to re:ent being put up in cheap 
hotel , while von hit-ach himself cho e an ob\'iou ly 

delux tabli hment. 
ftet· hi brief tem1 of military ·ervice in Ll1 early 

monm of\<\'odd War IJ , ,·on hirach was approach d 
by Hitler to b come Gauleiter (di u;ct I ader) of 
Vi nna, while at m am time retaining all hi part • 
c nn ction . He and his family mov cl t a lavishly 
appoint d tate that had been eque ter cl from the 
Hap burgs and required th attention of 17 seJ'\-ants. 

The office of Gauleiter11-as but one fyon chirach'. 

dutie -. He aJ o held national o!Tice as a Rei eh D fenc 
ommi ionet·, with re pon ibility fot· the Gau 

(pro1ince ) of \'i nna, pp r Danube and L wer 
Danub . Thi gave him an important role in planning 
the 1v-ar e onomy, while the role of GauMter ve him 
re pon ibility fot· Ll1 admini u-,nion of the municipal 

ity of Vienna. Thi. was far from b in pari h pump 
politic ; all action were ubject to guidance and dir et 
orde from Bed in, including th matter of the depor­
tation ofjew -who numbered 1-0,000 in th ustrian 
capital alone. H urged Han Frank, the Gm·emor 
G neral of Occupied Poland, to tak ome -o. OO.J w. 
fmm Vienna. Th dir et intervention of Hit! r 

incre eel thi figure to 60,0 0, and the deportation 

began ar1 • in th auwmn of 1942. 
Even if he had wi hed to do o , there wa no way 

in whi h von chirach could have retained hi power 
if he had refu ed tO implement the progr-amm to 
deponjew , and a en rat p I icy of forced and lm·e 
labour. Thi wa the re ·ult of a de ree of 6 pl'il 

Right: uempts were made to affiliate the Hitler jugend 

with nationalist youth movements outside Germany, 

including pain's Falange Espa11ola Tradiscionalista, a 

member of which is een here at a azi rally. 
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19-L. i ·sued b' Fritz auckel, th Gmnnlbevoll­

marlttigler fiir rbeitseinsatz. (Mini ter of Lab ur with 
pecial Pow r of PI nipot ntial')' General for rh 

Allo ation of Labour) . 'Allocation ' m ant deporta­
tion, of cour , for tho intended for la,·e labour. 
auckel wa later to boa l. ·or the - million foreign 

worker wh ha,·e come to Germany, fewer than 
200,000 haYe com voluntarily.' 

By th ummer of 19#, ,. nrs took an even more 

ch irach was oalered t accept 
J w. fore ential war ,,·ork in Vienna. Thi was 

accompanied by th rider that tho e unable to wo1·k 
,.,·ere to be ubj et to ' p cial a tion · - murder at th 

hands of the notorious S Ein alz.grttppen (extermina­
tion quads). What" more, von chira h was in r -
ular receipt of the e ret di Lribution li t i ued by th 
R i h Main e tuity Depar011 nt on the activitie of 
the Ein.satz.gruppen - an important factor in th evi­
den e that was pre ented at hi uial at uremberg, 
and in the re ultin nrence of 20 years. 

Howe\' r assiduou h may ha,·e been in carryin 
out hi · dutie , mn chintch still had h i en mi , wh 
were pt·eparcd to cl ni rate both him and hi wife . 

On opportunity amse when H nri tta was accu ed of 
buying a pair of t kin worth 20 marks fr m a tore 
own cl byj ew. Later in 1943 in an a t of on iderable 
courage . . he CJitici7ed Hiuer to hi fac for th u· at­
ment of j e11· h had encounter cl on a trip to 

m terdam. he was told not to b entim ntal. But 

thi "' th b ginnin of the end for the couple. 
With the collap e of Nazi m1an , von chirnch 

took advantag f the general chao and melted into 
the u uian Tyrol. inc he poke faulue Engli h, 
h wa able to adopt the name Richard Falk. 

proutin a beard, he worked for a tim a an inter­
preter for t11e o up ing American , and al o wmte a 
nm· I. The ecre/ of lllyrna La;•. But, in th fac of imen­
ified hun f< r f01m r ui , he took a bold gamble 

and gave h im elf up. 

Right: Artur Axmrum congratulate urvivors from the 

Falai e pocket in 1944. He took great intere tin. the 

Hitletjugend Division until the war's end. He had earlier 

los t his right arm in combat in the oviet nion. 
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Hi fawning auempts to gain th }mpailiy of hi 
captor alienat db th them and hi fellow d fendan . 
In th book i\'urnnberg, hi p r onal rec rd of the trial, 
Air y 1 ave wrote of hi eady meeting with 01 for­
mer Hitler jugend lead r. wh inva1·iably wore a mart 
cl ,. r y uit ' ... as if dre · d for th Kiirfm t n­

damm on a umm r m ming in the 1930 . nly t11 

hat and an ,,. r mi in g ... I found him trangely 
repellent. His attempt to make ach int rview into a 
ociaJ occasion, hi colloquaJ p e h, poi d manner 

and mooth demeanour riled me . .. His face and figur 
sugge ted a urfeit of cream bun .' 

nee arr ted , \'On hira h wa ordered by 
General Patton to end a me age to th urvhing 
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youUl of me foJ·meJ· azi Germany, telling ili m iliat 
there hould b no und r ound m ,. ment, no myth 

to perp tuate the memory of dolf Hitler and no anti-
cmiti m. t hi tria l, von hirach conf< d to the 

court t11at: 

' It i my guilt that l educated youth for a man who 
c m mitt d a millionfold murder . I arry th gui lt for 
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youth reared in an ami- mitic tat under ami­
emitic law . ' 

Life in the jail at l\'uremb rg" grim. In her m m­
oirs, ThP P1ice of GlOI)'. Hemieua wrot : 

' He and the other p.-i oners were shaved with a a[.­

ty rawr- no knive le t an · of th m tri d to wre tone 
from th barber, which gr atly amused him; ahno t in 
th ame breath, howe,·er, he went on to de rib the 

cene after th e. cution and th unrivor tanding 
naked and manacled in their cell , their hair cut hon, 
each with a numb r. Lat r I found ut - not 

from Baldur- that he and peer had to clean the gym­
n ium in which the executi n to k place. From him 
not a word abom the gallow and the view of the much­
too- mall, blood- meared opening through which th 
corp e of the e ecuted m n disapp ar d.' 

Von hirach had full · expected the death emence 
in th fu e of the indictment that acCL ed him f 
authorizin , directing and 'participating in c.-ime 
again t humanity . . . including particular! r anti:Je\\~ h 
measure .' In fact, he r ceiY d 20 · ars, de pite a 
doom d app aJ to the judge from Hen.-ietta that 'our 
children 10\·e ne.-ica'. 

Th tribunal found him guilty on ount 4 - C.-ime 
Again t Humanity. The judgment read: 

' on hirach u d the Hitler j ugend to educate 
German youth "in the pi .-it of lational ciali m~ and 
ubjected them to an ext n i,· pr 

propa ,mda . . . The T1ibunal finds that von chirach, 

while he did not o.-iginate the polic of cl p rtingjew 
from Vienna, participated in thi d portation after he 
b came Gauleilerof\ i nna. He knew that the be t that 
the je\\ could hope for was a mi erabl exi tence in 
the Ghetto of the E t. Bulletin de 1ibing the je\~ h 
ext rmination were in hi office.' 

E\·en in pandau jail in Berlin, von chirach 
continued to irritate, maintaining an ai1· of aloofne . 
In the book Hitler's Elile, Loui n ·der de CJibe him 
tridin ' ... around the compound in crumpled brown 

Left: Reichsjugem!fiihrer Arrur Axmann speaking in Berlin 

at a meeting to boost German morale. As late as March 

1945, Axmann was declaring: 'From the Hitler Youth has 

emerged a movement of young tank busters.' 
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Abo e: Axmann, ' ho had served in combat with distinc­

tion before becoming Reiclrsjugendfiihrer, was greatly 

re pected by his Hitlerjugend troops. Here he awards 

medals to members of the division at Beverloo, Belgium. 

corduroy and wearin a dark-<:oloured n rlon coat with 

hi m noel dangling from hi n ck ou ide it. He " 
known for the neatne of hi cell, where hi favourite 

Dun hill pipe w re carefully tacked.' 
He s rv d hi fullterm. Hi r lea in 1966 did not 

mean a return to his wife; Henrieua had arli r 
divorced him. H di d at Kro on ugu t 1974. 

ARTUR AXMANN 
The ba kground and character of Reichsjugendfiihrrr 
Artur ·mann could carcel ha,·e been of greater con­
trast to that of hi prede or Baldur ,·on chirach, 
de rib d above. The choi of Axmann for the job 
was almo t certain ly a deliberate move, int nd d to 

coum r th r mment £i lt b man im portant az1 
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figure at \Vhat had een as \'On chirach' arrogance 
and elf-indulgence. 

M lita Maschmann a memb r of the Bund Deutsclter 
J\.fadel (BDM) , th female quival m of the Hitler 
Jugmd where he erved as a pre and propaganda 

ffi er and worked clo ely with xmann, d cribed 
him in her memoirs, Account Rendered: 

'He came from o-<:alled humble beginnings. He 
was in a certain ns the pro! tarian howpi c of the 
youth leadership corp : he was proof to u that ,. ry 

G rman b y had a field marshal' baton in hi knap-
ack. One wa alwa h aring how he and hi 

brothers had been brought up b • the widow of a facto-
, worker, who had earned h r living during the 

depre ion b taking in washing. o far as I know, he 
made hi nam in th B rlin Weddin di uicL t all 
events, h of th Hitler outh 
ther amon t the oung working-<:! 

Throu hout hi car er, ·mann enj ·ed the on­
iderable advantage of Himm ler' r p et and uppon. 

Thi was due to hi enice on th Ru ian Front in 
1941, when h u tained ,·ere injlllie and lo t an 
ann. ln Himmler' · eye , he had ther fore b com a 
war hero for the Fath rland, a di tinction not hm·ed 
by , ·on chirach. 

V!'hat he did hare with hi pr de e or, however, 
was an abundant energy. Thi had be n revealed at an 
early a e, when he formed the fi t Hitler Jugend group 
in We tphali a in 192 . \\ ithin fiv y a1 h had been 
appoint d chi f of the o ial Office of th Reich Youth 
Leadership. During thi time, he had d veloped clo 
tie with the rank and fil , taking care to di tance 
him e lf from their fierce rival , the ( torm 
Troopers), who were to p ri h in the 0-<:alled ' igln 
of the Long Kniv ' in J une J 934. 

Himmler supported hi appointment as &ichs­

jugendfiihrerat the age of27, in plac ofvon Schirach's 

form r deputy, Hartmann Lauterbacher. The latter felt 
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ome re entment at b ing p ed 0\'er, and had to be 
content ,,;th the p t of prO\incial leader in HanO\' r. 

·mann's keen upport for the formation of the 
Hitlnjugend Divi ion , particularly in the light of 

rmany' worsenin po ition on the eastern front, 
was not shared by Himmler at fir t. Th Reichsfiihrer 
pinned hi faith on th million or omen already und r 
hi command. Axmann privately di d many of 

the e as being of dubiot l Icy and fighting capabili­
ty. but in public he held his tongue. H had to wait tmti l 
the earl)' pring of 1943 before th fonnation of the 
clivi ion was authorized , thu adding appreciabl • to hi 
0\vn pow r base and prestige. 

Below: Ob erving exercises conducted by the new! 

formed Hitlerjugend Di · ion in 1944 are, among others, 

Sepp Dietrich (crouching) and to the right of the picntre, 

Artur A.xmann and Fritz Witt, the dh · ion's commander. 
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On the home front, A.-xmann cone ntrated hi 
en rgie on th priYation ufTered by German . By 

ptil 1942, b ic r gulation had been i u d for ' the 

war nice of the youth to ensure the fe ding of th 
German p pie '. That ummer, he introduced 
Operation Barefoot. H illerjugend m mbers w re told 
that leather and textile were of ctitical importan 

when it cam to quipping the fi hting troop ; youth 

'' to play i pan in con en1ng th important raw 
matetial for our oldiers and to take care of their 
clothe and hoe .' A.xmann in tructed hi followers 
to go around bare~ ot in the ummer. It would b 
chic to 'wear thing that are faded, worn out or 
patched.' H al o order·ed the harp ning up of th 
pre-military trainin r of boy , to inculcate 'furth r 

Below: Fritz Witt, who served with the Leibstandarte as a 

regimental commander, at Kharkov in March 1943. He 

was one of the seJect group of Hitlerjugend officers 

COs and peciali drawn from the elite division. 
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ori ntation forth ir political and military dutie ·. For 
di ente rs, puni hmen were '" r and wer hand­
ed out ,·en for uch acti,itie as li tening to Briti h 

enemy broad asts. On Axmann ' rec mm n lation, 
Himmler in tn.rct d Reinhard Heydrich , the head f 
the icherheitsdien 1 ( D, cutity nice) , to de patch 
the e 'radio criminals' to oncentration camp , 

ommonplac . 
·mann remained tirele until the nd, d clar·ing 

194-l th ·y ar of the olun Leer'. The b t publi 

peakers were de pat h d to promote nli tment in 
the l'l ehnnacht at cer-emonial rallie . Hi ar for the 

safi ty of hi Hitler Jugmrl " apparent to Melita 
1aschmann, who ac ompani d him tl1at ·ear on a 

moral -boo ring tour of We. t Gern1any: 
'Outing one of the ra llie th approach of enemy 

bomber formations wa announc d and it now 
merg d that th organizer of the meeting had not 

made tlle nece ary prO\i ion or thi Yentuality. 
Axmann ''as o infuriated at tlle danger hi young 

audience had been ubje ted to by thi O\'ersight that 
he want d to aband n hi whole programm and go 
traight back to Berlin.' 

The next y ar, amid th bla kened ruin of the 
Rei eh ' capital , Hitler jugpnd amateu and Volkssturm 
(People' Militia) recei" cl a m a f cl fiance tllat 

howed ·mann had lo t n ne of his fanaticism: 
The enemy tands in our horn land and i dir tly 

threatening our Ji,· . Ratll r than let ourselve be 
annihilat d or en laYed, we will fight hard and do g d­
ly until the final victory. ' 

\1\ ithin B rlin, n ral Karl \\'eidling· L\11 Panzer 
rp took tile fu ll brunt of the n !aught from tlle 

Red ·m force of n rat Georgi Zhukov. Though 
tile men held out for a full 4 hours, eau in hea\ 
0\iet casualtie , reinforc m nts promi d from S 
'ordland Did ion did not materializ and tile artival of 

I th Panzer Grenadier Di'i i n '' long d la 'eel. 
1either· \\ th re much help from Goting' 9th 

Parachute Dhi ion. 1eanwhile, tile vie cam d out 

a cla ic horse hoe manoeu\Te - hitting from both 

id and n ircling con tantl . In con equence. 
Weidling was forced t hange headquart r twice and 
take r fuge in a c liar. 

For xmann, tlli pre ented an ideal opportunity. 
He order d hi Hitler jugend to man the road to the 
rear of LVI Panz r Corp . This proved t much for 
Weidling, who re olutcly r f·u d to hav children ac­
rifi ed in a hop le cat and ordered xmann to 

re cind th order forth,vith . Th count m1and, if 

indeed it wa e''er i u d , did not reach the youngster , 
who held th po iti n. The Ru ian mowed th m a!J 
down , ave for two ·outh who had fallen asle p in a 
ellar during a lull in the battl . 

Th war effe ti\·el ' ended for mann in the B rlin 
Fiihwrbunkrr, wh re h saw Hitler' bod after hi ur-

ide. xmann u ht e cap with, among othe r , 
Hitler' clo e t confidante, Martin B rmann, and the 
Fuhrer' urgeon. Ludwig tumpfe r. At 23:00 on 

lay 1, th party, moving in mall group amid a ea 
cade of Ru ian hell , made for th Friedrich uas e 
tation. Th area \\as ablaze and tll nl · progre \\'a! 

a ro th pree ri,·er b · an iron footbridge running 
parallel to the \' eid ndammer Bl'id . Her , though, 
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the encoum red a olid anti-tank barrier and heavy 
o\'i t fir . 

Axmann tor off hi uniform and threw away hi 
medal . R d Army outpo t mistook him and hi com­
panions for l'olksturm. t the ame tim , G rman tanks 
appeared, affording th fugiti,·e the br·eak tl1ey n ed-
d. They were able to make their way as far as tl1 

Ziegel t e. Then a viol nt e plo ion u·uck the lead 

t.ank, tunnin Bonnann and tumpfegger and wound­
ing xmann. For all three, th re was no alt mative but 
to retreat to th Weid ndamm r Bridge. From t11ere, 
the m n followed tl1e tracks of the urfac railwa to 
tl1e Lehrt.er , tation. It was h r that Bonnann and 

tump~ gg r el ct d to follow the Jrwalidien tra to 
the e t while Axmann tnrck out t th w L But thi 
route pro" d impo ible and, faced with a Ru ian 
patr I, h r tra eel hi teps. He later aid that he then 

came acro the corp ofBom1ann and tumpfegger, 
the mo nlight hining on tlleir face . Ther wer no 
ign of an explo ion and nann urn d t11at both 

men had been hot in the back. He continued on hi 
wa . e caping from Berlin and pending th following 
ix month on the run b for he was captured. 

The fat of Bormann and tump~ g r could not 
be determined \\ith an certainty xmann' tate­

ments were greeted witl1 ome uspicion, for he 
could have been harbouring hi form r comrade . 
Then , in D cemb r 1972, during con truction near 
the L hrt r talion, two kelewn were uneartlled 
and tlleir identiti determined conclu ivel after 
foren ic examination. 

xmann e caped from B rlin to Me kl nburg in 

,;et Zon and '' ventuall arTe ted b ' the 
ount r fn telligence Corp wh n h • ventured 

pper Bavaria. Outing the inten'al , he had not 
b en idl . In th wim r f 1945-46, he and a partner 
organiL d the speedy tran port of promin nt azi to 
remote hidin place , all und r the gui e oflegitimate 
tran port bu in e e . The e were wound up b 

Op ration 1 urser , an Alii d intellig nee ini tiative, 
which arr ted around J 000 Gemmn su p cted of 
im·oh·em nt. Axmann \\as held until 1ay 1946, when a 
de- azification court ent need him to 39 month 
impri onment, elating from hi arre t. Th court 
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Above: Fritz Witt (on left) moulded the 'Crack Babies' of 

the Hitlerjugellll into a formidable fighting mlit. He is 

hown here with one of his beloved cigars and 'Papa' 

Schuch of the Leibstandarte Di · ion. 

apparend • took into account ign that Axmann had 
howed remorse when fuced with the accu ti n that 

he had ent out a battalion of about 600 bo · of 15 and 
16 as late as 23 pril 1945 to defend the Pichel dorf 
Bridge in Berlin . 

Hi rem rs , if genuine, pmved omewhat elective. 
On release, he attach d him lf to a right-wing organi­
zation known as the Brotherhood, run b f, rm r m m­
b 1 of d1e Hitlerjugend the Waffen and the forme•· 

azi intelligence enic . Thi in pite of the fact d1at 
h had been ordered to •·efrain from political a tivity 
and ri ked the for£ iture of hi prop rt . 

On release, Artur Axmann work d as a ale man 

and died in B rlin on 24 ctober 1996. e11 of hi 
death and bulial w r k pt ecret, reportedl • to avoid 
any n o- azi demon u-ation . 

Right: At the age of 35 SS-Staudarteufulrrer Fritz Witt was 

appointed commander of the Hitlerjugend Division. Wirt' 

ervice to Hitler dated back to March 1933; he was part 

of a guard formed to protect the Reich ChanceUery. 

fRITZ WITT 
Like o many of the leading figur in 12th Panzer 
Di\i i n Hitwjugend, Fritz \\ ittjoined from the lit 
Leib tandarle, wh re h had built up an ou tanding 
reputation. Born in 190 at Hohenlimbourg in 
We tphalia, h joined d1 (a o 21 ·1 ) and the 
Party (N OAP ; o 16769) in 1931. 01iginally he had 
be n a mcmb r of the tin ' talnvache ( taff Guard ), 
who m mb rs acted as Hi ler' bod ·guard duling 
the Fiihrer· public appearance . Wimin month of 
Hid r coming to p w r in J anuary 1933, he had 
become an ntmtumifiilrrr>r; ha\ing ompl ·ted an 
infantry junior commanders' course. He took oYer a 
platoon in th 2nd m pan of the f.Ribstandnrte and 
was later econded to be ome a compan commander 
of the Re iment Deutsrhlmul, anod1er formation of 
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the S-Vnfiigungslruppen, which was e\•entuall ' to form 

part of the Waffen 
hortLy before v orld War 1I broke out, Witt was 

I cted to erve with the Panzer Div:i ion Kempf, and 

during tl1 Pol:i h campaign of eptember 1939, he 

commanded a compan '· It was at tl1i time that he 

gain d a reputation for fearl und r fir : during 
a patrol to the we t of Modlin, he can;ed a wounded 

man on hi back and brought him to ·a£ ty. H was 
award d both lass of th Iron Cro . The citation 

record d that he was the fir t member· of the Kempf 
Divi ion to b o honoured and that mi was a re og­
nition of both hi COU!age and me OUtstanding 

achi v ments of hi corn pan '· 
Other honours fo llowed, in luding mat of me 

Knight ro on 4 eptember 1940. v im me r-ank of 

lunnbannfiihrer, Fritz Witt t ok over 1 t Battalion of 
t11e Leibslandarte Div:i ion and led hi men in me 1941 

campaign in Yugo lavia and Gr ce, pearhead:ing the 

assault n th Kl:idi P which '~ a ignifi ant con­
tribution to the swift conclu ion of the campaign in 

Cr e. Hi rvice on me Eastern fr-om and me battle 

along the Miu River brought him the ennan ro 

in Cold, m lnfanu-y ault Bad e and finall , th 
Oak Leave. 

\\ ith the Leib tandarte' conYersion to a panz r clivi-
ion in 1942, Witt took over I t S Panz r Grenadier 

Regiment, with the rank of tandartnifiihrer: In th 

following month , durin inten winL r ngag -
ments, he led one of the battle group tl1at ucceeded 

in clo ing a gap in the ennan line at Mer fa, outh 
ofKharkov, and then ntuall recapturing the city in 

'larch 1943. Ble ed wim con iderable powers of 

organization and I ader hip, he wa cho n, along 

with othe1 from the Leibslandarte, to mould in to a 

fighting unit the ' rack Babie ofth 12th iv:i ion 

Hille1jugend. Promot d to -Brigadefiihrer und General­

major der Waffen-SS at tl1e age of 3- , Witt mu became 

the econd oung t divi ional commander in 
C nnan ' armed force . 

In the cou e of a pre-inva ion reconnai anc in 
ormand , \\ iu predicted mat a large m asur of 

Allied activity would be in the area ofCarpiquet, whi h 

not only po d an airfi Id but wa xc llent tank 
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country. The 12th was favoured as the mo t effective 

fore for a major coumer tta k. However, on D-Da in 

June 1944, me div:i ion was di per ed too widely to be 
wholly effective, ven if it did manag to er ate a 

perimeter· that was u·ong enough to fru trate me first 

bid of Briti h econd Arm to captur Ca n. 
v itt' in i t n e on being in th thick of tl1e fight­

ing earned him tl1e re pect of hi coll ague , even 

mough h lack d the bu aneering -chaJ; ma of hi 

ucce or Kurt 'Panzer' Meyer, and was rega•·ded b)' 

ome of hi ni r offic rs as over-impul iv . He was in 

th habit of vi iting a unit of hi command each da , 

and 14 June found him at clivi ional headquarter at 

enoix. During me late mornin , hell f, 11 around the 

chateau. Wiu, taking cover in a trench, was truck in 

the head b , hrapn I and died of hi wound . 

Fritz \\ itt was buri d fi1 tin m chateau at Tilliere 

ur- vre, but was di interred b the AJlie and laid to 

re L eventually in me rmany military emetery in 
Champign t Andre, Fr-ance. pon hearing of the 

d ath f hi former comrad , pp i trich 
exclaimed, 'That's one of me be t gone. He was too 

good a oldi r to ta ali,·e for Ion . ' 

KURT MEYER 
he fac t that Kurt 'Panz r' M er was abl to reach the 

rank of Oberfiihrn·and to become one of tl1e mo t be t 

known oldie• in ennan cou ld b interpreted as a 

ha~-p lap in me fa e for the Wehnnacht. The latter had 
retained much of its class-con ciou Pru ian emo , a 

lega of pre-war da · . Me er howeve1~ was b rn th 
on of a labourer·, on 23 December 1910 in J erxheim. 

Following an I m ntary ducation h had work d as 
a miner. During a brief pell with me Mecklenburg 

Land Police, he wa talent-spotted b the Waffen 

Once he had joined th Leib tandarte, promotion was 
rapid. By the outbreak of war, he had reached the rank 

of -HaufJlstunnfiihrer. 
After action in Poland and Fran e, h di tingui hed 

him elf in Greece, tanning tl1e Kli ura Pass. ore 

man 600 prisone1 w re captured, including a regi­

mental and three battalion commanders, at tL1e eo t to 

hi own ide of nine killed and 1 wound cL Wim the 

added mu le of a battle group bas d on the 3rd 

Above: Kurt 'Panzer' Meyer (right), who was at one time 

the younge t S divi ional commander, i een here (to 

his right) with Huhert Meyer, his immediate successor, 

and SS-Stunnbaunfiihrer Steineck (third from left). 

Battalion he tl1en eized Ka toda, netting a further 

1200 pri ne and 36 gun , re ulting in total onfu­
ion among Creek for . Atl.h odnth Canal, 1ey r 

and a reconnais ance battalion seized a couple of fi h­

ing boats and captured th port of Patras, moving 
down the we t coast of the P loponne e. 

During th advan e on the oviet nion in th um­

mer of 1941. h pearheaded tl1 Leib tandarte with 

such panache that, aided eagerl)' by tl1e Nazi propa­

ganda machin , h am d tl1 a lditional nickname der· 
schnelk \lleyer. His exploits at Khark v in 1943 brought 

him b th addilional notor;e rand hi Oak Leave . 

Apart from hi talent as a o ldi r, Me er in pired 

con iderable loyalty among mo e who worked with 
him. Thi w trongl in evidence when he was tran -

fen· d to ommand tl1e n wl formed 25th Panzer 

KEY FIGURES 

Grenadier Regiment of the 12th Panzer Divi ion 

Hitle1jugend a - tandartenfiihm: To counter the 

eY re mr at to C nnany' formne of the 1944 AJii d 

onnandy, Me ·er succeeded in moulding 

in xp ri need bunch of former Hitler 

Youm into a fanatica l fighting force , which put up tiff 

r i tanc again t th anadian at · en. After the 

death of Fritz v\ itt, Mey r as umed ontrol of the 12th 

Divi ion on l6June 1944. Within two weeks, he was 

promoted to -Obe1juhrerand, at the ag of33, was the 

younge t of the senior officers and of th dhi ional 

c mmand 1 mroughout the armed force , ecuring 

hi Sword to tl1e Knight' ro . B the time of hi cap­
ture b , the Allie on 6 September 1944, tl1e division 

had been bl d of 60 p r cent of its m n. 
After me war, the S ·was de ignated a riminal orga-

nization. M r wa m rcfore inve ·tigated for po ible 

pro cution as a member of the ch'iilzslaffel. a pri 
oner of the Allies, he was ent to England and held at 

the 'Lond n Ca ' , th h adquane · of tl1 \t\ ar 
Crimes Im·estigation Unit. 
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Left: Panzer Meyer, he re seen at the Battle of Kur k, 

had developed quite a reputation for himself by the time 

of hi introduc ti on to the Hitlerjugend as commander of 

its newly fo rmed 25th S Panzer Grenadier Regiment. 

At ar und the same time that leyer was being held , 
the Amelican were int rro tin 17-year Id form r 

tiimunann Jan Je ionek. con clipt with the 15th 
R connai ance ompany of th 25th Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment, he had b n wound d at 
Br tt vill on the night of / 9 June 1944. Afte1· three 
month in ho pital , he 1 m to a replacement unit 

- and promptly d n d to the Amelican . 
During interrogation at hartre , h claimed that 

on the morning of Jun he had brought pri oners to 
th ommand po t of the regiment at bba e 

rdenne , located b tw n en and Bretteville. Here 
h faced Kurt M yer, who houted at him: 'V\'hy do 

you bling pri oner to the •· ar? The murd rer do 
nothing I ut at our ration . M er th n turned to 
another offic rand declared , ' I don 't want our pris­

oners brought here. ' 
J ion k I\ then allowed to 11~thdr~11 . On hi wa ' 

out, he poned a pump in a courtyard and decided to 

take a quick "' h. Th pri on rs he had brought in 
were then marched past, through what a pp ar d to b 
an opening to a mall park r gard n. they r ached 
th op ning, each was hot in the back of the head b 
an SS- nlerscharfiihrt>l: 

J ion k' int rro ator a ked him to draw a 
d tailed map of the area where he claimed to ha1· wit­
n d the hootin . Hi interrogation was long and 

ar hing, and h was made to repeat the story man ' 
time . In e entia! detail , it did not change. French 
oc upants ofnearb ' buildin w re th n xt to be inte•·­
rogated, and the reported the pre ence of une1· n 
earth in the gard n. i ht n bodi of anadian ol­
diers were di over cl, buried in five different gra1·e . 

The que tion ing of Kurt Meyer in London was con­

ducted largely b ' o lonel Al xand r orl~1d. A for­
midabl interrogato•·, he poke perfect German and 
hi as e ment of 1 ycr was uccin t: 

' bull fa commander. .. He was th voice whi h 
in the b er garden always rose above everyone el e' . 
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l had m t many uch. Nor wa it difficult to imagine 
how it was that the aggre ive Meyer, active... lf­
po e ed ... had o rapid! advanced from the rank 
of aptain to Li ut nant General in the pac of a 
few year .' 

· 1idence of eyer' compli ity in the murde1 was 
d med ufficiem to have him retumed to nnan to 
face charge as a war criminal. On arn\'a.l, h aluted 
me knot of mbled Canadians, a ge cure they 
ignored. In me pre ence of a colon 1 of the 4th 
\". innip g Rifle , the charge were r ad to him: 

l. That in Belgium in 1943 and in France 

1944, as a commander of the 25th Panzer 
r nadier R gimem h had ordered the troop 

under hi command to how no m r ' to Alii d 

troop . 
2. That he, Me rer, had committed a war crime 

in ormand in that as mrnander of the 25th 
Panzer renadi r Regiment he was re pon i­

ble fo•· the murder of even anadian pri oners 
nea r hi HQ. 
The evidence again t Me 'er certainl 1 app ar d 

damning, particular! wh n Captain Per Bell of the 
nadian Grave nit reported mat exhumation of 

me bodie had revealed d am b ing du to wound to 
m head. eau d either from bullets or a blunt in tru­

ment uch as a club or rifle butt. t fi t, 1 · r refu d 
to admit e1·en me can tie t knowledge of th murders. 
How ver, in the time that lap ed between his interr<r 

gation b me Canadian and the trial, he had cond 
thoughts, admitting to th ourt that two officer did 
report to him mat the had found me unburied bod­
ie of nadian , who had been hot in the area of 

Abba e Ard nne. He t tified: 
'1 ent my adjutant, Oberscharfiihrer chuman, to 

in1· tigate. He confirm d th report ~1d I went m·er 
my elf to make the inspection . All the Canadian had 
been hot throu h th head. I then reported the mat­
ter to m clivi. ional ommander, SS-Brigadefiihrer 'v itt, 
who was YCI)' angry and asked m to di cover who \\'aS 

r p n ible.' 
Meyer had then ordered the prisone to be buri d 

and an inve tigation card d out. But the death of Fritz 
Win intervened, M yer \ promoted, and no actio n 
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Above: Propaganda Minister J o ef Gobbel award Hugo 

Kraas later the final commander o f the Hitleryugend 

Division, his Knight' Cro in . p ril 1943 af ter the Battle 

of Kharkov. On Kraas's right is {a.x Wiiosch e. 

" taken. t th final e ion of th uial, the verdict 
was read out: 

'Kun i\1[ y r, thi ourt has found you guilty on 

three ounts. You are entenc d to death by hooting.' 
There were tho e, however, who felt that the verdi t 

'' unju t, ince no cl ar e'~d nee exi ted that Meyer 
had actually ordered the killing . Th authoritie 
remain d uneasy, and the entence was commuted to 
li fe impri onmenL In 19-1, M yer was m back to 

Gennan from a Canadian ptison. On 7 pt mber 
19 4, h wa finally r l a d, having erved 10 •eat . 

The remaind r of hi lili was d voted to th w !fare 
of former men through HIAG the Waffm 
Comrade ' As o iation. He was ar ful to urge that 
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HIAG hould be entire! an ex n1ceman' organiza­
tion and h uld have no connection \\1th neo- azi 

organization . Kurt M y r di d of a hean attack on 23 
D cembet- 1961, ha\'ing publi hed Grenadiere, a om -
,,·hat lurid account of hi wartime role, who e accura 

was challenged by many. 

HUBERT MEYER. 
nlike many of hi fellow Waffen-SSadherents, Hubert 

.1e}' r. a Berliner who I\ to have a brief tenure as 
commander of the Hitlerjugend Di\i ion in ucce ion 
to Kurt M ye r (no relation) , had not intended to 
follow a career in the army. t hool h tudicd chem­
i u;· and had passed the basic exam in 1934 when h 
wa 21 ·ea · old. By th n, howeYer, he had been 

attracted to the career oppornmitie offi r d by th 
Vf>l"jiigun trujJjJnl ( S-Vf) , and the next ear joined 

12 mpany of th Deulschland Re iment. In 1936, 
1eye r was cho en to attend th third ad t com e at 

Junk 1 hule Bad Tolz. After graduation he undertook 
a course for platoon lead 1 , and was commi ioned on 
20 April 1937 \\'ith the rank of S ntersturmjiihrer. That 
same year he was gi'"en command of a p latoon 1\'ith the 
1Oth ompany of the Leib tandarte. 

Yl yer aw n;ice in Poland, where he earned the 

Iron Cross econd las and al o erv d a djutant to 

Leib tandarte' 3rd Battalion during the battl in 
Holland and France. He was commander of 12th 

ompany throughout the Balkan campaign, where he 
won the [ron Cro First Clas on 7 Ju ly 1941, and held 
thi command throughout the opening week of 

peration Barbaro a, particular) in th bid to 
UJTOund man. The Company came up against a 

detachment of well-concealed enemy nipers and 
engag din hand-to-hand fighting to reach their objec­
tive . Meyer 1 everely wounded in th en uing 
mele and p nt th n xt three month on ick I ave. 
During the 1\'inter of 1941-1942, Me er was po ted to 

th Leibstandarte' · -till ry Regim nt for neral taff 
training, and during March of that ear was awarded 
th l nfanuy ault Badge in Bronz . 

While leading a counter-attack outh of Kharkov, 
Hubert Meyer, now pmmoted to th rank of 
Hauptstunnfilhrer, was wound d yet again, which led to 
him recei~ng the German Cro in Gold 1\'ith immed­
iate promotion to tunnbannfiihrer. With hi grad­
uation foll o~\'ing the General taff Officer cow e, he 
was appointed to 12th Panzer Di\1 ion Hitlerjugend, 

hen the di\i ion ' commander Brigadejii.hrer Kun 
Me ··er, was taken prisoner, Hubert Me er Look over 
temporary command of th divi ion \~th the relative I 
junior rank of Obmtunnbannjiilm:1; unti l the brief 
tenure of Fritz Krimer, which in turn was fo llowed b 
that of the fina l commander, Hugo Kraa . H 
remained the di~sion ' chief of talf for the re t of the 

war and UJTender d to th nerican with the re t of 
th di\'ision on 8 May 1945. 

till alive at the time of writing, H ubert Me ··er has 
remained one of the mo t liY I and acti\·e members of 
the fonner division. An unab h d apologi t for the 
Waffen gen rall , ' horn he has consi tentl claim d 
were ' oldi 1 just like the oth rs', h attract d con id­
erable opposition to his ~sit to Britain in the 1970s 
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when he publici ed a book on the uni ' fighting 
r cord. H i the author of the immen el detailed The 

Hist()ry Qj SS Panzer DivisiQn Hit!erjugend, and has mad 

himself readily acce ible over the years to ad~ e war 
hi torian and film mak rs. 

After retirement from the Aga avaen photo­
graphic company, Hub n Me er becam a prominent 
p aker in the HIAG, the ex- erncemen's as ociation 

for former members of the Waffen-

FRITZ KRAMER 
-Brigadefiihrer Frirz Kramer, ~ ho was briefl in com­

mand of 12th Panzer Divi ion Hitlerjugend, was an 

unu ual member of the Waffen in that he rved in 
the Wehnnacht until January 1943. Th n hew tran -
fe rred on loan to I SS Panze r Corps, where he was 

el cted b pp Dietrich to b hi enior ad rn ini -
trative office r. 

Born on 12 Decemb r 1900 in tettin , Kram r 
enter d the G rman A.lmy traight from chool, but left 
to join the Pru ian police fo rce, on 1vho e trength he 

remained unti l October 1934. Finall opting for a full­
time mi litaq• career, Kriimer rejoined the Wehnnacht 

\~th the rank of Oberleutnant. He graduated from the 
Berlin War Academy in Ma 1935 and b the following 
year was appointed commander of an infantry regi­
mental company. At the outbreak of World War II, he 
1vas ent, as a member of 13th [nfanb:y Di~ ion 

(Motorized) , to Poland. Later, he gained the Iron 
Cro First Clas for hi actions in France. 

With 13th Panze r Di\1 ion , Kramer erv din Ru ia, 
where he was awarded the German ro in Gold and 
the Knights Cro . Sepp Dietrich, always a keen talent 
potter, made a \~ e choice when he elected Kramer 

as hi nior ad mini trati. e officer, Kriimer had a olid 

and comprehen i e taff background, was an experi­
enced officer and had ju t what Dietrich needed to 
help him ~\'ith the complexities of running a corps. But 

he was till only on loan from the Wehnnacht, even 
though he was given what amoun ted to the honorary 

rank of Oberfii.hrer. Indeed it was not unti l the tart 
of · ugu t 1944 that he became an -Brigadefuhrer<md 
was an 'offic ial ' SS man. Throughout the re t of his 
career, he was eldom ab ent from Dieuich' ide and 
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'' 01.1 ted ab olut ly by hi commander for whom , 
during the bauJe - in Normandy, h at rim deputized. 
On 24 October, he ucceeded Hubert leyer as com­
mander of the Hille1j ugend Divi ·ion - Huben Me er 
having held the po t for two month after Kurt M yer' 
apture. But h 1 not to haYe the job for long and 

was oon U<tnsferred to th re en•e, hi plac b ing 
taken b , Hugo Kraas. For the remaindet· of the war, h 

en•ed with Di trich ixth Panz r m . 
n surrendering to the Am rican h w 

arraign d, along with epp Dietri h , as a war criminal 
for hi part in the murd r of Am rican pri one at 
the Ma.lm ' dy cro road in Normand • in Decemb r 

1944. He 11 ui d at Dachau in 1946 and r ceived a 
ntence of 10 ·eat ' impri onm nt. Foil win hi 

releas and unriJ hi death on 23 June 1959, fritz 
Kriimer lived in Hoxt r. em1an . Hi fun ral was 
att nd d b , man of hi former corn t<tde ·. 

HuGo KRAAS 
Hugo Kra ·, who took ver command of 12th 
Panzer Di1 ion Hitieljugmd from Fritz Krfun r was 
b rn in th Ruhr on 25 January 1911. The elde t of 
even on , h had originall intended to b come a 

teacher, but the death of hi father left the family for­
ntn ev r I d p!eted. Hi choolin was cut hort 

and he" obliged to ek work. At the a of 21, he 
became a m mb r of the 1arionaJ ociali t Party, ub-
equ m ly joining the turm Abteilung (the Brown hir 

of the ) followed by brief ervice in the arm . H 
oon r a.liz d that th growth of the , parricularl the 

SS-Verfiigungstruppe (itself the for runner of the Waffen­
), offered the hoice t opportunitie to ambitious 

oung men. He joined the CermaniaR giment with the 
rank of Rouenfiilzrer, attend ing the lite Braun chweig 

j tmkersclltlle, graduatin econd in hi class and earn-
ing promotion to nte1 tunnfiihm: 

He was as igned to the Leib tandarte Adolf Hitle1: 

th Fi.ihr r' b d guard, thi was con id r d the lite 
of the formation . Kraas was giv n command of a 
pia to n with 14 Pam:erja 'f!rkompanie (anti-tank) , under 
the c mmand of Kurt Me ·er, the future command r 
of 12th Panzer Divi. ion Hitle1jugend. Th plat on 
to k part in the inva ion of Poland, and Kt<tas wa 

lA 

Right: Max Wii.nsche (with a head wound) astride a 

motorcycle combination with Rudolf von Ribbentrop, 

on of the German Foreign Mini ter and commander of 

3rd Company, l2 th SS Panzer Regiment, on 9 June l944. 

awarded th Iron ro econd las . m idea of 
the impre ion he made on Kurt lV[ y r an b jud d 
b the fact that M •er, when given ommand of 1-

Kradsc/wtu nkompanie (M tor •cl ) in 1ov mber 

1939, cho Hugo Ktaas a hi ole platoon leader. 

' ith ' pro r i n to -Ober turmfiihrer came 
command of the ·econd platoon for th im-a ion f 
Holland, wher he b came th fir t officer of the 
Leibstandarte to b awarded the l ron ro Fit t !as . 

In what wa re arded as omething of a coup, Kt<t 
had advan d om Okm (50 mile ) b ond the I el 
ri1·er, capturing 127 pri oners. 

The im ion of Holland and France meant that hi 
platoon wa en larg d to a ompan , of whi h h 
assumed command. Kraa was at Me •er' ide in the 
Balkan and in the viet n ion, wher h made a par­

ticular mark in tl1e battle of Ro tm•. The increasing 
pr ·rig of the l..eib tandarte, which w-a reorganized in 
June 1 42 as a Panzer Grenadier Divi ion was mir­
rored b Kl<ta '· own care r- in command of a batta.l­

ion , he led his for e fi t throughout th retr at and 
tl1en the uiumphant reconque t of Kharkm· in March 
1943. The a11-ard of th Kni ht ro 1va followed by 
further promotion, and he becam comamnder of 2nd 

Panzer Grenadier R giment, with the rank of 
Oberstunnhannfiihrer, honly b fore d1 Batde ofKUJ k, 
cod named per<Iti n Zitadelle, inJul 1943. 

Th r giment 1 ·ven the daunting task. of cap-

turing the ke r objective of the heavil bunk red Hill 
234, I ing b ond the town of Bykova. lt was here d1at 

Kr<tas en ount r d tl1e gr at t oppo irion and ·ome 
f the toughe t fighting of his career. The assault 

began at 4a.m. but oon round to a nail ' pace 
under furiou ' oviet bombardment, takin hea1 , casu­
alri . Kraas ralli d hi remaining force , which were 
reorganized into three as ault gr up and ucc ded 
in breaking through. breasting the hill and weak ning 
oviet r i tanc aft r further heavy combat. But 

Opet<ttion Zitad 11 its If "' d omed to fai lure: 

the A.lli d landin icil , it was called off 

ed the genemJ weak­

ening of G rman power on the a tern Front. 
onet!1e le s, 2nd Panzer Grenadier R giment 

t od firm, d fending th divi ion' left flank again t 
an as ault by om 90 T-34 , arryin four regimen 

finfanu attacki ng from the north and outh. Kraas 
was able to halt tl1e advance b tabli hing a new 
front line in the oviets' as embl area, thu prevent­

ing ncirclem nt. But retreat was onl a matter of 
lime and the regim nt fell back t the village of 
\'oro chino, which the miets intended to encir le. 
In four day of defen i1·e action , Kt<tas was able to 
deplete much of the mi t p m·head b fore th 

11ithdrawal r tuned . 
Kt·aas wa wound d on Januat 1944. He was 

obl iged to step down from hi mmand but 
r eived the con olation of an award of Oak Leave 
to hi Kr1ight' ro for allantry at Kur k and 
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Zhitomir, togethe r with elevation in t<tn k to -
tandartenfii.hrer. On re O\' , he attended a di,ision-

al command r ' cour b fore tt<tn fer to 12th 
Panzer Division Hitlojugend, ucceeding fritz 

Kramer a the la t command r and reaching the 
rank of S -Brigadejilhrer und Generalmajor der Wajfen -

. The campaign in the Ardenne mo t notably the 
as ault with h a1 infantry upport on Butgenbach, 
co t the Hille1jugo1d dear, a did the later campaign 
in Hungaq•, ea t of Lak Balaton, where it formed 
part of ixth Panz r Army, and aim d to r cap­
tur Budape t. The di1-i ion was forced to retreat. On 

Ma 1945 the univor cro d th lied bounda 
demarcation line at the Enn riv r near Linz in 

u tria, urrendering to the for e of the merican 
eventh rm . 

Hugo Kr<tas was held a a pri oner of war until 
194 . During that tim h wa · accu ed of invoh·e­
ment in the mas acre of Amet·i an troop b men of 
the 1¥ajfen- on 17 Decem ber 1944. u.rviving 
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member of Kampfgruppe Peiper, including P iper 
him elf, of the Leibslandarle Divi ion , were al o arre t­

d and pU[ on trial. An affidavit wa worn by Rudolf 
auer formerly of th Hitlerjugend Divi ion that 

Kraas was pre ent and had given an order that no 

pri oner we r to be taken. 
Kraa was ntenced to thre ears' impri onment. 

He djed of a heart attack in eik, ch]e,vig-Hol tein on 

20 F bruary 19 0. 

MAX WONSCHE 
resom·ceful and courag ou oung officer, Max 

un eh had an outstanding ca reer in the Waf!en- . 
Born on 20 pril 1914 at Kittlitz n ar Lobau he 
joined tl1e SS-Verfugungstntppe at the age of 20, asS 

o 15350 . Hi pot ntial wa wiftl realized and he 
wa nt to S Junkerschule Bad Tolz, becoming an SS-

nterstunnfiihrer on hi birthday in 1936. After· ome 

ervice in the Leib tandarte, he 1 a appointed an aide­
de-<:amp to Hitler, accompanying the Fuhrer to 
Poland. But h wa determined on a military car er 
1 hich brought the pro pects of promotion, and on 

hi return to hi unit was ent to command a compa­
n in Franc . During !be brief campaign there, he 

1 as wounded and was awarded both cla e of the 
Iron ro . 

In tile Balkan , his efficiency and ene rgy led to rum 

rving in tlle demanding po ition of Adjutant to epp 
Dietrich, with the rank of S-Hauptsturmfiihrer. With the 
launch of the invasion of Russia he was attached to 

Arm Group outh and eneral Eberherd von 
[acke en' Ill Corp . Hi divi ion faced bitter re is­

tance during tlle early da) Of tl1 inva ion, but b I Jttl 
tlle Leib tandarle was abl to advance at peed. A great 
believer in reconnai ance, \!Vi m che on numerous 

occasion rook a Fie eler torch aircraft and flew over 
enemy-held territory, Although man of the e fli ghts 
wer·e regarded b hi comrade as reek! , tl1e proved 
tlleir worth, facilitating the capture of Nov-Arch I k. 
This, in turn, do ed tlle man pocket and ealed the 

fate of the trapped oviet divi ion . 
After tlle command of an ault Gun Detachment 

in Rus ia, he was ent to the War Academ , from which 
he emerged in late 1942 to take command of tlle 

n wly fom1 d 1 t Battalion of tlle 1 t Panzer 
Regiment in the capacity of SS-Sturmbannfiihm: The 
excellence of hi en~ce arned him the erman 

ro in Go ld and, on 2 tl1 F bruat 1943 hi 
Knight' Cro , as well as further promotion to 

Ober turmbannjiihre1: In Jul 1943, along witl1 oth r 
con pi uou talents from tile Leibstandarte, Wi:tn che 
was tran ferTed to 12th Divi ion H illnjugend, where, 
at the ag of2 , he b a me commander of the 12th 
Panzer Regiment 

On 6 June 1944, the Allie hit the b ache of 
l ormand and onsolidated their beachhead 
preparatory to the deep pu h in land. Briti h and 

anadian fo rce then ran dire tly into tile fore of 
the divi ion. In tl1e en uing battle, Wun che and his 

regim nt were er dited with de ·troying 219 nemy 
tanks in eight weeks, a figure later revi ed upw<u·d to 
250 tanks. For hi re olute leadership, Witn che wa 
awarded Oak Leave to tll Kni ht' Cro on 11 

ugust 1944. 
On the night of 20 ugu t, "\'\ itn che, hi adjutant 

SS-Ha:upsturmfuhrer I ecke, SS- nlersturmfuhrer Freitag 
and a w unded medical officer made good their 
e ape from the Falai e pocket. During !.heir travel 
on foot , they encounte red an enemy ou tpo t, where 
til e injured do tor wa taken pri oner and Wi:m eh 
received injurie to hi calf. Subsequently, [secke, who 

had be om eparated, was al o captured. Wi:m che 
and Frei tag were now on their own and, b luck, 
found a German ve hi I tha t wa · in good working 
order. With con iderable panach the two men drov 
tllrough the town of St Lanlbert in full view of the 

occup ing Canadian . Bur b then Witn che' wound 
was giving him trouble, and the pair took refuge in a 
clump of bushe to awai t darkne . There the were 

eventually potted and captured. 
vVun che un-ived tile war, becoming the manager 

of an indu uial plant in Wuppertal. He died in Munich 
on 17th April 1995, ag d 5. 

Right: SS-Obershmnbamifiihrer Max Wiinsche, seen here 

aboard a tank on the ormandy front, where his 12th S 

Pan1:er Regiment ucceeded in de troying 250 enemy 

tanks in eight weeks. 
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24.6.43- 14.6.44 

Brigadeflihrer Fritz de Witt 

I 4. 6.44- 6.9.44 

Brigadeflilwer Kurt Meyer 

6.9.4 - 24.10.44 

Oberslllrmbamifiihrer Hubert 'leyer 

DIVISIONAL COMMANDERS 

24.10.44- 11 .13.44 

Brigadefiihret· Fritz Kraemer 

13./1.44 .5.45 

Brigadefiihrer Hugo Kraa 

WAFFEN-SS RANKS AND THEIR ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS 

S cbi:'ttze Pli \'ate Hauptsrurmfiihrer 

S-Oberschiitze e nior Plivate, attained turm bann fiihrer 

after ·ix month · ervice Oberbannsturmfiibrer 

S-Srurmmann Lance-Corporal tan dart en fiihrer 

Rottenfiihrer 01-poral SS-Oberfiihrer 

SS- nterscbarfiihrer nior 01-poral SS-Brigade ffthrer 

/ Lance rgeant und Generalrnajor der Waffen.SS 

SS-Scbarfiihrer er eam Gruppenfiihrer und 

SS-Oberscharfiibrer tafT er eant Generalleutnant der Waffen.S 

S Hauptscharfiihrer Warrant fficer S-Obergruppenfiihrer 

SS-Srurmscharfiihrer nio r WatTant Officer und General der Waffen.S 

after 1- ear · ervice Oberstgruppenfiilirer 

ss.- ntersrurmfiihrer ond Lieut nant und Generaloberst der Waffen 

S-Obersturmfiihrer Fi t Lieut nant Reichsfiilirer 
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Captain 

M<tior 

Lieutenant- olonel 

olonel 

enior Colonel 

Majo r-General 

Lieutenant-General 

General 

olonci-General 

(no English equiv<~le nt) 

APPENDICES 

WAR SERVICE 

Date Corps Army Army Group Area 

.43-4.44 Forming 0 Annv rp 

5.44 Re erve OKvV Evreux 

6.44 1 7th Army B Evr ux 

7.44 L XCVJ Panzerg.-uppe We t B ormand 

.44 LXXX 1 t Army B Loire 

9.44 (kgr.) 7th my B Eifel 

10.44 (remnants) L VI 7th Army B Eifel 

11.44 r fitting BdE Br men 

12.44 Re erve 6th Pz. Arm OB Vle t Eife l 

1.45 R rYe 5th Pz. Arm B rdenne 

2.4- F ldherrnhall (IV) th Army outh Hungary 

3.45 Re erve outh Hungary 

4.45 6th Pz. Arm ' outh Hun ary 

5.4 - Re erve 6th Pz. Arm 0 tmark Au tria 
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ORDER OF BATILE MAY 1944 

Divi ion begleit ompany 
-Ober tunnflihrer Fritz Guntmm 
-Ober tunnflihrer Erwin tier 

I.Zug - chiltzen 
II.Zug- .. G 
III.Zug- Pak 
IY.Zug - Flak 

.Zug- I .I.G 
I.Zug - Krad chiltzen 

-Panzer Regiment 12 
-Ober turmbannflihrer Max WUn che Captured: 

24 . . 44 
- tunnbannfiihrer Herbert Kuhlman 
-Ober tunnbannflihrer Martin Gro 

I. Panzerabteilung 
- tunnbannflihrer rnold JUrgen en Died: 23.12.44 
-Haupt rurmflihrer Rudol f on Ribbentrop 

I. Company - S-Haupt rurn1flihrer Kun nt n Berlin 
2. ompany - -Oberstumflihrer Helmut Gaede 
3. Company- -Ober turmfiihrer Rudolf on 
Ribbentrop 
4. Compan - S-Haupt runnfiihrer Han Pfciffer 
Repair Company - - nter turmfilhrer Robcn Mai r 

11. Panzerabteilung 
-Sturmbannflihrer Karl-Heinz Prinz Died: 14 . . 44 
- turmbannftihrer Han iegel Erfa t: 20.4.45 

-.Company- -Ober tunnflihrer Helmut Bando 
6. Company- -Haupt tunnftihrcr Lud' ig Ruckde chel 
7. Company- SS-Haupt runnfiihrer Patrick Ro en 

. Company - -Obcrsturmflihrer Han Siege! 
9. Company- -Ober tunnftihrer 0 tuf Buettner 
Repair Company - -Haupr tunnflihrer Karl MUller 

-Panzergrenadier Regiment 25 
- tandartenflihrer Kurt Meyer ntil: 14.6.44 
-Ober tunnbannfiihrer Kari-Heinz iliu 
- rurmbannflihrer iegfried illlcr 

I. Battalion 
- tunnbannflihrer Hans Waldmilller Died: .9.44 
-Hauptstunnftiluer 1 fon Ott 

I. Company 
2. Company 
3. Company 
4 Company 

IL Battalion 
- turn1bannflihrer Han appini Died: 7.6.44 
-Haupt tunnflihrer Heinz chrott Died: 2.9.44 
-Ober tunnbannflihrcr Richard chulze 
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5. ompany 
6. ompany 
7. Company 
. ompany 

Ill. Battalion 
- tunnbannflihrer Kari-Heinz Miliu 
-Haupt tunnflihrer 1 frcd Brilckner 
-Haupt tunnflihrer \i ilhclm Dehne 

9. Company 
10. Company 
11 . ompany 
12. ompany 
I' . ompany 
14. Company 
I 5. ompany 
16. ompany 

-Panzerarenadier Regiment 26 
-Obersturmbannftihrer Wilhelm ohnke 
-Ober tunnbannftihrer Bernhard Krau e Died: 19.2.4 

I. Battalion 
- tum1bannflihrer Berhard Krau e 
-Haupt tunnflihrer Gerd Hein 

SS- rum1bannflihrer Erich Ko tenbader Died: .3.45 
1. Company 
2. ompany 
3. Company 
4. Company 

ll. Battalion 
- tunnbannfi.lhrer Bern hard iebken 
-Haupt tunnflihrer Karl Hau child 

5. Company 
6. Company 
7. ompany 

. Company 

IIJ. Battalion 
- tunnbannfiihrer Erich Olboeter Died: 2.9.44 
-Haupt turmflihrer Georg rabl From: 23.9.44 
-Haupt rurmflihrer Hennann Brand 

9. Company 
10. ompany 
11 . Compan 
12. ompany 
13. Company 
14. Company 
I 5. Company 
16. ompany 

-Panzeraufld ii rung abteilung 12 
- turmbannflihrer Gerd Bremer 

I. Company 
2. Company 
3. Company 
4. Company 
5. Company 

-Panzerj agerabteilung 12 
- tunnbannflihrer Jakob Hanrei h 
- tunnbannflihrer Karl- Hcinz Brock chmidt 

I. Company- -Ober runnfiihrer Gcorg Hurdlebrink 
2. ompany - S -Ober tunnflihrer Wachter 
3. Company - -Hauptsturmflihrer Wo t 

SS-Panzer ArtiUery Regiment 12 
-Obe tunnbannflihrer Fritz chroder 
-Oberstunnbannflihrer Oskar Drexler 

I. Abteilung 
SS- tunnbannflihrer Eric rbanitz 

- tunnbannfiihrer Karl MUller 
1. Battery 
2. Battery 
3. Battery 

IJ. Abteil.ung 
SS-Stunnbannfiihrer Alfred chop Died: 6.27.44 

S- tunnbannfiihrer Gilnter eumann 
4. Battery 
5. Battery 
6. Battery 

bteilung 
- turmbannflihrer Karl Bartling 

rurmbannflihrer F ri tsch 
7. Battery 
8. Battery 
9. Battery 
10. Battery 

-V erferabteilung 12 
- tunnbannfiihrer Willy MUller 
-Haupt tunnfiihrer Zie enitz 

I. Battery 
2. Battery 
3. Battery 
4. Battery 

S-Fiakabteilung 12 
- tum1bannflihrer Rudolph Fend 

S - tunnbannflihrer Dr. Wolfgang Locnicker 
I. Battery 

2. Battery 
3. Battery 
4. Battery 
5. Battery 

S-Panzer Pioneer Battalion 12 
S- turmbannfiihrer iegfried illler 

- tunnbannfiihrer Johanne Taubert 
I. Company 
2. Company 
3. Company 
4. Company 

-Panzernachrichtenabteilung 12 
- tunnbannflihrer Erich Pandel 
-Hauptstunnfiih rer Kriiger 

I. ompany 
2. Company 

Die Versorgungstruppen 

-Nach chubtruppen J 2 
SS-Stum1bannflihrer Rolf Kolitz 
I. Company 
2. Company 
3. Company 
4. ompany 
5. Company 
6. Company 

-lnstandsetzung abteiJung 12 
- tunnbannflihrer rtur Manthei 

I. Company 
2. Company 
3. Compan 
4. Company 
5. ompany 

-Wirt chart bataillon 12 
- turmbannflihrer Dr. Ko 
-Hauptstum1flihrer GUnther Reichenbach 

Blickerei Company 
chllichterei Company 

Verpflegung amt 
Feldpostamt 

- anitlit abteilung 12 
S -Standartenflihrer Rolf chulz 

anitlits Company 
anitlits ompany 

Krakenkraftwagen ompany 
Ver orgung ompany 
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WAFFEN-SS DIVISIONS 1939-45 

Trill- (and nomuw/ tln•isimml WmKfh atthr b ~11111111! tif/9-15) 

ht P,uuer Di'i ion l..l'tbltmttlartt"S..\ .-ltlolj llttlrr ('.!.2.000) 

2nd Pant('r Dhisinn Va1 RF•d• ( 1 .000) 

3rd Pan1cr Di' ;,ion Totmkopf ( 15. 100) 

hh . • Pant •-grenadier 01\i,ion Poli::n (9.000) 

5rh P•ouer Division ll'lkmg ( I !, 00) 

6th ·ebirg< Oh i;ion .\'ord ( 15.000) 

7th Frcil,illigcn Gcbirg' o;, ;,ion Pnn: tugm (20.01)()) 

th K.~'•llerie Di\'i ion Honan ~,.,. (13.000) 

9th PanLer Dili,ion I lohnHtmifPn ( 1 9.(){)()) 

I Oth , Pan£cr Di1i<ion Fnwdsbng ( J .'\ • .">()()) 

lloh Frei•>illif(Cn Pan£crgrenadier Di' ;,ion ,\ 'mtflmul (9.000) 

12th · Pann-r Oi,·ision lluln:JuKmd ( 19.500) 

13th \\'affen Gebi Dili,ion der · llmul<rhar( l2.700) 

14oh \ l'affen Grenadier Di\'ision der (22.000) 

l?>th \l'ilien Grenadier Dh·i,ioll der S ( 16. 00) 

16th . 

17th 

I th 

Paollcrgrenadier Di'i ion R,r/,ifilhn·" ( 1~.000 ) 

Paouergrenadier Di\'ision GOt= r•m1 &rhrhmgm (3500) 

Frciwilligen Pantergn-nadier Di\i ion llorsl \\ ' "'' ( 11 ,000) 

19th \ l'ilien Grenadier Dilision dcr , (9000) 

20th WafT en .renadier Di1ision dcr ( 15.500) 

22nd Frei\\illigen Ka\'alleoic o;,;,ion .llllria Th~rna (8000) 

23rd \\'ill en Cebirg< Di\i;ion der K (d' b I d I 19 amn " a nee ate -1-1. number '23' i•·en 10 next di1 ision) 

23rd Freiwilligen Pan<ergrcnadier o;,; ion .\ i-dn·/(lnt/ (6000) 

(3000) 

25th \\'affen renadier Dili•ion der Hun.wtli (15,000) 

26th 1\'affen .renadicr o;,; ion der ( J 3.000) 

2ith 

2 th 

Frci11illigcn Grenadier J);,;,ion f.an~marrk (iOOO) 

Freiwilligcn Grenadier Dhi ion \\nllonim (4000) 

29th \l·a.ffen Gren,odicr o;,i,ion der (di,handed late 19-1-1 , number ·zg· gi\en to ne-t di,ision) 

29th \\'affcn Grenadier o;,i,ion der ( 15.000) 

30th \\'afT en Grenadier Dh·isinn der ( l.'iOO) 

JIB 

1912 

19:19 

1939 

1939 

19·10 

1911 

19~2 

19~~ 

1943 

1913 

1913 

19~:l 

19~3 

19-13 

1943 

19-13 

1!H3 

191-1 

19-1-l 

19-11 

19-l-l 

19H 

19-H 

1915 

19.J-I 

19H 

1915 

19-l-l 

1911 

19H 

19-15 

19~5 

:>H 

69 

~~ 

23 

.)5 

-1 

6 

22 

12 

13 

~3 

·~ 
-1 

3 

~ 

2 

12 

5 

0 

6 

0 

19 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 
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31 <t . Fodwilligcn Grcn:ulier Di,i,ion Jlohm n-.lltilurn ( 11 .000) 1945 0 

19-l.'i 0 

() 

33rd \\'>liTcn Grenadier Di\ision dcr Charlrmagr~t (7000) 19-15 

3~th Frei"illigcn renadicr Divhion Lnnd<lon/1 Xrd~rlnnd (7000) 19~5 3 

3.'>th Poli<ei Grenadier o;,;,ion (5000) 1945 0 

36th \\'afT en Grenadier o;,; ion dcr . (6000) 19-15 

37th Frcil•illigcn Km'alleric Di\'i<ioll Uit~ow ( 1000) l ~3 0 

3 lh S-Grcnadier Dhi ion Xi/N'illll/!nl ( I 000) 19-!?> 0 
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Pa e numb r in bold 
indicat caption 

Account Rendered. Melita 
Ma chmann 16 

Adolf Hitler , chtilen 23 
Allied invasion 66-8 
An griff (Attack) 21 
ami-aircraft duti 34 
anti-ai rcraft w apon 38 
anti-tank Cl·ew 78 
Amwerp lO , 112 
Ard nne 107-131 

medcan pri oner of 
war 115, 121 

casua1tie 129 
fu I hortage I I , 

121 , 127 
G m1an pri oners of 

war 128. 131 
(map) 122 

Argentan 90 
Axmann, Anur 33, 34, 

36,41 44,53, 104, 164. 
167, 16 
biography 168-72 
in Du ldorf 43 
and Himmler 16 9 

Baker, PhHip, Youth Led by 
Youth 56 

Battle f th Bul e 11 
Ba erlein, eneral Fdtz 

7 
Becher, Lieutenant 

neral Karl 129 
Berge•·, Gottlob 37, 41,65 
B rlin 149 171 
Bismarck Jugend 8 
Blumenu·itt, eneral 

Gunther 69 
Bluifahne (blood bann r) 

55 
Bormann , Martin 65 
Brad! eneral Omar 

. 7, 90, 129 
Briti h troop 

IM 

7th Am10ured Divi ion 
77 

2nd Briti h Am1 3 

INDEX 

59th Di\i ion 94 
34th Tank Bdgadc 94 
43rd (We ex) Infantry 

Divi ion 3 
Budap t 133, 134. 13 
Bulling n 121 , 126 
Bunde Df'ulscher 1\1aden 

(BDM) 16 
Biindische Jugf'lui 
Blllgenbach 12 

a n 65. 67. 68, 69, 70. 
73 , 7 -6, 77, 3-4 

camouflage 53 
anadian troop 

4th Armour d Divi ion 
101 

at Falai e 95, 9 
1 t Canadian Am1y 91 
3rd anadian Di,·i ion 

74 
Brigade 

arpiquet 76, 0- 1, 1 74 
arpiquet airport 74 

ceremonial sword 56 
ceremonial 53, 55, 157 

holtitz, Major G neral 
Di tri h von 7 

Churchill , Win ton 76 
Cintheaux 92 
compul ory member hip 

2 
con cription into 

Hitlnjugend 129 
ontentin penin ula 7 

' ulru•·e Day of European 
Youtl1' 36 

D-Day 67 
dagger 56 
d COI<Ition 

rman ro in old 
174, 179 

Iron Cro s 55, 75, 9 , 
103. 174, 179, I 0 

Knight' r 46, 72, 
76, 178, 1 0, 1 1 

Knight' ro s with 
Oak Leave 39, 100, 

Kni In' r '"ith 
words I 01 

Deg 140-41 
D mp y, neral Mil 

3 
Dntsrhes Jungvolk 16, 1 

19. 33 
Di uich. pp 42. 49. 66, 

1, 4, 10. 13 . 1-3-4. 
169 
in th Ard nn - u- . 

11 
Dive River 9 , I 00 

Ei nhower, n raJ 101, 
1 3, l 15 

Elbc River 129 
Elfeldt. Lieutenant-

n rat Otto 9 
nn Ri1· r 1-4 

European Youth League 
36 

Falai e 7-105 
lo es 97, 103 

Falai e ' pocket' 68 
b mbin oiTensiv 95 

rman pri on r of 
war 103 

(map) 91 
Fe tival f uth . Octob r 

1913 
Feucluinger, Edgar 6 
field exercise 26 , 2 , 39, 

61 
flag and pennan 

55-6 
Free French 92 

erman nn • High 
Command (OKW) 67. 
69. 133 
•·man Labour From 

(OAF) 37 
rman troop 
Fourth Arm •• XXV] 

Reserve rp 
16th Luftwaffe Field 

Divi i n I 

I t Platoon of the 
H al'y Infantry Gun 
company 73 

German Youth Mol'emem 
161 
ille, Herb n 133 

Gobbcls, j o ef 34. 36, 42, 
47, 131 , 147. 178 
orin . H rmann. and 
,·on hire~ h 162 

Gran 136, 13 
Grnwdiere, Me)'er, Ku1·t 

0. 4.92 
Gtv deul che 

Jugendbewegung ( DJB, 
Greater erman outh 
Mo\·emem) ll 
rub r, Kun 11, 13, 15 

Hau er, Paul 95, 100 
Hein , Gerhard 39 
Hei m yer, August 24 
H ydrich, Reinhard 161 , 

170 
Himmler, Hein.-ich 24, 

41. 4, 161 
and xmann 16 -9 

Hindenburg, Pre idem 
1"011 7 

Hin ber er. Paul 4 
Hitler, · d If 7, , 13, 42 

appointed hancello•· 
15 

and tl1 rd nne 
off en i\·c I 07, 
11" -16, 131 

and Hungary 133 
Jul)' bomb plot 95 
Afrin Kampf1 57 
and YOn Runcl teclt 

I I l-12 
Hitlrr Jugmd (Hit! r 

Youth) 7, 11. 169 
77le Hitler Youth 

H W K h 31 
Dal'id Littlejohn 51 

Hitl.et· Youth Camp, 

~tun ich 19-20 
Hit! er Youth Proficienc~ 

B. I 1 
llitlnjugl'ud 12th 

Pantcr Di1i ion see 
mu/er uni 

Hilln·'5 hildrm: the Hitll'r 
routh and . S, erharcl 
Rempel 155 

Hillrr' Elite, L ui n~der 

167 
H J-1-Puerlosrhdims/ (Fire 

Defence quads) 2 
HJ 'treifendim I (Pau·ol 

fl'i ) 2 
homo exuality 15 
Hungary 133-55 

erman retr at from 
149--o 

lo e 134 
uppl~ hortage 149 

indoctrination 23, 31 
initiation 16-17 
in ignia Ll , 49, 51. · 3 

leeve band 104 
international oope•-ation 

34,36 

J dl. lfred 26, 67 
jugendbund 
Jungmadeln 'oung 

~laid n ) I 
jungvolk 5ee Dettsche 

Junf!Volk 
Juttner, Han 3 

K itel , Field ;\Jar ha! 6 
1\.harkoY 46, 65 
The Killing Ground: The 

Bailie of /he Falaise GajJ, 
Jame Lucas and .James 
Barker 9 

Klu e. Field :\lar ha! \ n 
95 

Koch H \\'. The Hitler 
Iouth 31 

Kraa . Hu 116 
biographr 1 0-

Kl-.:imer, Fdtt 10 . 120, 
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