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THEY ARE DIRE, THESE VISIONS WHICH TORMENT THE OLD MAN,
AND SEEING THEM HE FEELS THE CONJURING CHAMBER GROW
CHILL AND HEAVY AROUND HIM.

=
RHAPS HE WISHES HE
LACKED THIS TERRIBLE
POWER --THE POWER TO
GLIMPSE THE FUTURE. §
/F 50, THIS /S IN VAIM.

AN U\
FOR HE (5 ULRICH-"
MAGISTER IPSISSMUS -
SEER, ENCHANTER, MASTER

[ | OF ALL MAGIC AND HE 15
THE LAST OF HIS KIND. ¢

3\

(T 15 THE SIXTH CENTURY, AND THE DAYS OF THE
ARE NUMBERED, AND THE NUMBER /5 SMALL...
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IT IS NOT TO BE AVOIDED...THE
MONSTER WILL RISE FROM THE
DPEPTHS

OF THE EARTH-..

-..AYE, FIERCELY WILL
THE BEAST COME TO
BRING DESTRUCTION

GALEN BRADWARDYN! WHAT

DO YoU THINK YOU'RE DOING,
LISTENING AT THE MASTER'S

DOOR! GET Away




YOUNG WHELP...
GREAT
APPRENTICE SHOULD, SLnUGHTER
WVE MORE
RESPECT.




HOWEVER... | NO, HE WON'T
g SEE YOU. HE's
IN RETREAT. HE SEES
NC ONE. NOT LORD
NOR LOUT. NO ONE.

WE...WE HAVE
VISITORS.

WILL 5TAY HERE UN-
TIL WE ARE HEARD




YES, THEY COME

ON A MATTER OF

SOME CONSEQUENCE.
MY DEATH.

4!

BALISARIUS WORE
THIS HEADGEAR




mwwmﬁmz RWQFM,AW-—

- HIM‘J'ELF VALERIAN?

BEYOND DELVATIA gl

y --AND WE ARE HERE TO BEG YOUR AID
IN A GRAVE MISSION. WE WOULD ASK
YOU TO SLAY AN LINNATURAL CREATURE
. OF FIRE AND STENCH--ONE
> OF YOUR KIND -~
T o .

KNOW WHY N
00 aRE HERE. ¥




A TOOTH! BY THE GODS)
YOU WANT ME TO DO
BATTLE WITH mar.?

WHO ELSE CAN WE
TURN TO? WHO ELSE
STANDS A CHANCE

AGAINST SUCH EWL?

I KNOW THERE /5 SOMETHING CALLED
EVIL. BUT I BELIEVE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE
FOR A CREATURE, LIKE A MAN,SIMPLY TO
HAYE LIVED TOO LONG.

I
MUsT
THINK.




LATER, IN A NEARBY FIELD... [ THIS DRAGON IS
THE LAST OF IT5
KIND, LIKE ME. WHEN WE'RE GONE, HALF
THE POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE
—1_VANISH WITH U

T CAN DO [T. PLEASE. I N\
N DO THE INCANTATIONS
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ITERO. HERBUS ¥
MINMUS INCENDRE!
SIC IMPERO EGO,

GALEN
BRAPWARDYN
= 2 j_,q
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EARLY THE FOLLOWING MORNING... 4

NO PQINT IN DELAYING. I'M
OFF ON MY JOURNEY,

T'LL FLATTEN THE HIGHEST
MOUN'B‘-NN. WHAT QA?' You,
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GOOD MORROW \ WORD HAS COME TO ME THAT MY
TO ALL. TAM ; YOUNG FRIEND VALERIAN HAS EN-
TYRIAN O LISTED THE AID OF A SORCEROR

URLAND: 4 0 SOLVE OUR PRAGON
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PUT THIS AMULET IN
THE CONJURING ROOM .

15
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=Y GALEN...GO TO \iiil
THE IRON BOX.
FETCH ME THE jj

PAGGER |

WITHIN / .

HE CAN'T MERN THIS ONE/
THIS 1S GENUINE .. A
' R WEAPON /
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GALEN REALIZES WHATIS TO
| COME, SPING

GRACEFULLY, THE GLEAMING
BLADE 5PINS DOWNWARD AND-

WOOD AND IRON
| 0O wOT REFLY...
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FEELING SQUEAMISH?\
DON'T WORRY, YOU
. CAN'T HURT ME
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THEN, AFTER A LONG MOMENT,
HE SLOWLY SAGS FORWARD
THE DAGGER AND THE HAND
THAT HOLDS IT... ==

BLIND WITH GRIEF, GALEN AT
FIRST POES NOT SEE THE DODR

HE DOES, HE

WHEN
DOES NOT CARE--




[ soow, rvrian aND His companion
ARE GALLOPING TOWARD URLAND...

JUST AT DAWN, GALEN AND HODGE
STAND ATA FUNERAL PYRE. AS
ELAMES CLAIM THE REMAINS

OF ULRICH...

o .THE KlNDEST LORD

B A BOR SRow Hen
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AND, IN THE THE AMULET. I MAY AS WELL Y
CONJURING (F RETURN IT TO THE JEWEL 4}
ROOM ... CASKET. I HAVE NO

FURTHER USE FOR 1T~

[ (7...15 NOT POSSIBLE--! )
THE AMULET, NERE.... IN

\ A FLASK WHOSE NECK
N\ (& TO NARROW TO
- P THROUGH- |
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(FEH! CHEAP TRICKS!
YOU'VE & LONG WAY
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AT DUSK, GALEN AND HODGE
OVERTAKE THE PARTY FROM
URLAND

MY LORD ULRICH 15 NO LONGER. ALL

THAT YOU ASKED OF mM, You MAY NOW

EXPECT OF ME. THE DANGERS HE FACED,

I WILL-NOW CONQUER. THE TASK HE
=\ WOLILD UNDERTAKE I will

NOW FULFILL. J
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ALL I'VE SEEN 1S 1 WILL SERVE STOP! TVE
DEAT 8 B MY OWN PORTION

DONE You
OF PEATH NO WRONG !

FOOL! LOOK AT THE
MOON...IT's THE EQUI-
! ON THE NIGHT A
I LOST f
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-~AND NOW AT wiLL HAPPEN ‘ HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN THAT
AGAINS OR HAVE YoUu ON THIS NIGHT A GIRL CHILP
GOTTEM THE r.ommr. A |5 CHOSEN T%Is ﬂ@@i;ﬂ'

"MAY THE GODS HELP
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BE 1T KNOWN THAT THIS MAIDEN
SHALL HEREBY GIVE UP HER LIFE
FOR THE GREATER 600D OF URLAND
BY THIS ACT SHALL BE SATIQFIEDs

GROLIND--

--AND THE SPIRITS THAT ATTEND
i, THERETO, SO THE R’ESTOFUSN\AY
BE SF’ARED _




EASY, GIRL...IN A
FEW MINLUTES IT [
WILL BE OVER. 4

B TR Reionine ones”
B CAS(00ORUS, IN

HIS GLORY.




-+« AND THE AIR GROWS THICK. A SULPHUR-
OUS STENCH PERVADES THE NIGHT, MAKING
EYES STING AND NOSTRILS QUIVER.,.

ALONE, NOW, THE GIRL WATCHES SMOKE RISE FROM THE
CREVICE AND HER CRY 15 FULL OF DETERMINATION--

A 5
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c;mws TAUTEN A5 B
SHE STRAINS... N

-« FEAR SEEMS TO BE A
LIVING THING, BREATHING

IN ms DARK NESS.
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WITH STRENGTH
BORN OF SUDDEN
HOPE, SHE RENEWS
HER EFFORTS--

~(GNORING THE AGONY |
LACING UP HER ARM...




THE TREMBLING GROUND BENEATH HER FEET
s h%‘rnﬂﬂo THE SMELL IS OVERPOWING,
A il
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‘;!T;A?SHE couLe
HAVE TMAGINED--

-~THIS MONSTER WHICH FLINGS HER ASIDE AND
FILLS HER W/7H THE COLOR OF FLAME...




WITH A FINAL, RESIGNED
WHIMPER, TURNS AND

GAZES UPWARD, LIKE A BRIPE
GAZING UPON WOME 05"4:;5




«..TO0 BE, AT LAST CONSUMED...

AT DAWN THE FO&OIWM MORNING,
VALERIAN HAPPENS ON A COOL, CRYS'
Z:-MIAE POOL N A SECLUDED FORES

-..GLANCES AROUND HJRTIVELY A‘MQ SEE ND
HUMAN CREATURE, NOR lm ANY THING EXCEPT
THE SOFT MURMURS OF THE WOOPLAND...




A MOMENT LATER, W
IH WWEN‘R.. o




¥ NOT A GOOD IDEA

TO GET ;
T'LL JOIN YOU.

- ™ oy

W you BETTER GET BACK TO
{ THE GROUP. THEY'RE
PROBAGLY WORKIED.




AT WAT MENT

"I WONDER WHAT HE il
/S DOG HERE?" [
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FILLING IN
FOR HiS
CHIEF.

E THAT I'M A | GOING TO FIND OuUT. JusT
LE. GO AHEAD. TELL
L MAKE A

GREAT STORY.




~=~IN THE WATER, GALEN SEES
| THE tmAGE OF TYRian i
THE ACT OF COMMITTING
MURDER...A /e IMAGE -~
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-4 ERRIFYING MAGE...

S THERE'S SOMETHING
¥ THAT HAS TD BE DONE...
NOT THE DRAGON...
ULRICH'S ASHES...IN
THIS POUCH-..
TAKE (T--
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WHAT ARE YOU DO-
ING WITH THIS?

NG \\

s

. BURNI
WATE

EXCEDE, MORTEN. |
REVOCA, VITAM !
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BUT NEITHER THE AMULET NOR THE WORDS OF EN-

M?MEWTME OFMYLSE




[ paaT I

WIND WHIPS THE LEADEN WAVE-TOPS ON THIS VAST, RAINY
LAKE. WE WVELERS HAVE BéEN ROWING FOR MOST oF A
oAy

GALEN BROODS IN THE BDM
AWARE OF THE OTHERS' EYES
UPON HIM, FEELING LIKE AN
IMPOSTOR. THE GREIL CRIES™-

IKEEP MOVING.

WE'RE NEAR

THE DRAGON'S
LAIR,

4
WE'RE IN
NO DANGER
IF WE KEEP
MOVING .







D THAT SMOKE-- ' MONSTER
UNLIKE I'VE EVER | NEAR, FOR
SMEL y2URE.
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WORKING !
TAKE COVER.!
I'VE CAUSED

MINUTES PASS GEFORE THE
| ousr ctoup iFrs 1o REVEAL..




A HALL THAT HAS BECOME A CHURCH..

(17’5 THIS MONK. THIS
CHRISTIAN, HE CAN READ xl
AND WRITE--AND TALK, g
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NOW YOU ARE CLEANSED B
OF YOUR SINS. NOW
U ARE BORN AGAI

--FOR I HAVE RID '\
YOU OF THE

AS EASILY AS I

A, CONJURE UP THIS 4

FIREBALL. 1




AT THE SITE OF THE LA/R...

YOUR GOD  \-
HAD NOTHING TO
DO WITH IT.

FATHER, THE DANGER 1S OVER. 1 WANT |
TO BE SEEN. TONIGHT THE WORLD FINDS
OUT YOU NEVER HAD A SON-

51



AND THE WORLD DOES, AT THE CELEBRATION.

LOOKS LIKE YOU'VE BEEN UP TO1 ME,
A LITTLE SORCERY RGELF :
OR I5 rr WITCHCRAFT?

I THINK IT : -rue DAMMNEDEST THING 15, SHE
WAS MUCH IS 4G TWICE THE MAN OF nnmns
EASIER BEING A ELGE IN THE VILLAGE.

A BOY. ), SHE'S TWICE THE WOMAN,
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wuussawu,mmnswwwmeaw X
YDUANDOFFERHISGEQTHI;ED THEMAN GRATITUDE?
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1'D AS SOON DISPATCH YOU AS I PIP THE

OTHERS, AND FOR THE SAME REASON. BUT

HIS MAJESTY WOULD LIKE A COZY CHAT
AND COMMANDS OTHERWISE .




WITHIN THE { IF 1 WERE THE KING OF URLAND, WHERE -

T1 WAVE THE SCARF AND-- W
BEHOLD.! WHY, THAT'S
WHERE WE GO To GET &—
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"ADMITTEDLY, THAT WAS A

MANY OF you HAVE SEEN
A TABLE FLY?
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¥ AND HAVING RENDERED SUCH A UNIQUE 5ERW(C3§1 WHAT ]
THE HAND OF THE PRINCESS ¢
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WHAT'S THE MATTER \ ~- = 4
WITH YOU? YOU WANT )
by THE DRAGON BACK?

1 CREATED THE LOTTERY. ME! AND FROM THE MOMENT IT
. BEGAN. THE VRAGON WAS TAME. THE KINGDOM PROSPERED.

{ vou cAn'T BARGAIN WITH DRAGONS )
--NOR CAN YOU STEAL WHAT
- 15 AAINE !




AND...{ NOTHING TO WORRY

CALIBER DESERVES




A WONDERFUL WIZARD I AM.
I'VE TRADED THE AMULET FOR
A CELL AND A BLOODY MOUTH.
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LININOWN TO GALEN, HIS PAN
AND HUMILIATION HAVE HAD

AND
FAT ROPLETS OF RAIN ARE
SPLATTERING THE ROCKS ABOVE
THE DRAGON'S LAIR. WITH EACH
SLLASH, THERE IS A SI2ZLE AND
A PUFE OF STEAM ...




ME APPELLANT! I'VE STUDIED |\ T'VE BROUGHT
ELSPETH, FILIA , LATIN. GREEK, ; YOU FOOD AND
REGIS. T0O0. A\

PLEASE DON'T THINK ILL OF HIM.
KING MUST PROTECT HIS PEOPLE.




(1 DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT. &
OF COURSE 3

YOU DO. YOUR NAME

HAS NEVER BEEN SUB-

MITTED. NOR HAS THE
NAME OF ANY

S0 IT IS SAID, YOUR
-HIGHNESS . r—=i
3 b, TR




BY THE POWER |
OF THIS AMULET,
NOW LEAD BE

GOLD.

B PERHAPS WE'D BEST |
i NOT FOOL WITH MAGIC,
A\ YOUR HIGHNESS.
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AM T NOT EXPOSED | THERE'S BEEN A
TONGLUE




R AS /F IN ANSWER, A TREMOR
\ PASSES THROUIGH THE ROOM--

THE SAME TREMOR SHAKES |
ﬁ}sﬂf c&z, BDCWM Him 4

FOR A MOMENT,
/T STOPS*-
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--T0 RESUME A MOMENT LATER mrm
THE FULL VIQLENCE OF Aﬂ

Y SOMEONE'S
OPENING THE




BUT SHE POES NOT SEEM TO
NOTICE HIM...AS ANOTHER TREM- |
OR ROLLS UNDER THE(R FEET:
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~=AND AS HE TOPS THE STA/IRS, THE
fNCREA

A1 I THOUGHT WE'D AGREED
44\l THAT I'M NOT MUCI
YOU LITTLE OF A MAGICIAN.
MEDDLER. S
L THIS IS YOUR }
DOING, ISN'T
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...BEFORE S'PfNNfNE AND

n



CLOSE THE MAI.
GATE! QUICK !
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THEY WAY OUT IS \
'LL HAVE
BACK
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I HOPE I'M NOT
DISTURBING
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S0 MUCH FOR YOUR MAGIC.
50 MUCH FOR YOUR SORCERY/

AT THAT MOMENT, THE FLODR HEAVES AND CRACKS IN A NEW SERIES
OF SHOCKS. TYRIAN REELS BACK, UNBALANCED
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“-AND A WEAKENED SECTION OF
THE ARCHED WINDOW mm £5.
WITHOUT WAITING Fa@

QUAKE 70 CEASE
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AT TWILIGHT, THE EARTH /S STIL THE MOMENT OF OUR FEAR IS
THE HOUR OF CUR TRIUMFPH.
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HEAR ME? RETURN )
70 THY RANK.
DWELLING PLACE--
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UNCLEAN BEAQJ, GET




IN THE HILLS ABOVE SWANSCOMBE. ..

[ FIELDS AND TREES
\ BURNI

WHAT (5 =
ING. AND THE 4| THAT IN THE
VILLAGE, TOO B, SKY?

W." A THUNDEROUS

RUSH
COF AIR THAT ALMOST BLOWS
GALEN FROM

THE SADDLE.,
THE DRAGON HURTLES BY...T>
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DOWN HE

LOPS, PAST
SCREAMING VILLAGERS...

1 GET AWAY. WE'VE

HAD ENOUGH HELP
FROM YOU.

&9/ P GET Him! )

LISTEN, MAKE IT RAIN--PUT THE
B“RESKOUL'ERETH?” GET THE ANIMALS
o5 TH OPLE HURT--
STOP THEIR PAIN. AND WE'LL NEED*-

1 CAN'T.
WHATEVER
POWER 1 MIGHT
HAVE HAD, IT5
GONI

=
SORRY.




WE'RE ALL ON FIRE
AND YOU RE SOR!

WELL...I GLESS YOU DIDN'T MEAN 0
THE HARM YoU CAUSED. YOU DIDN'T , STAY...
L DEL.‘BERATELY FREE THE DRAGON X GQUIE YL




AND, THE FOLLOWING DAY, AT VALERIAN'S
_ATHERS SHOP " /™ /eiRE SEARCH-

SEARCH AWAY.Y

2N T MAY INTEREST YOU TO KNOW | I'VE NEVER T
8L THAT THE KING HAS CALLED TAKEN PART
b, FOR A NEW LOTTERY. N YOUR ]
: = § LOTTERY.




FINDING NO TRACE OF GALEN,
TYRIAN AND HIS HENCHMEN

| THANK YoU. )

a7



WE| I KNEW 1 HAD
T0 DO SOMETHING ~- SOME-
THING TO SAVE YOU.

IT DOESN'T

/50 1 SET ABOUT FASHIONING
A WEAPON--AN EXTRAORDINARY
WEAPON, "SECARIUS DRACONUM'
~-DRAGONSLAYER. T HAD THE
THE SKILL TO MAKE IT... /|




WIGHT, AT THE CASTLE. . THE VILLAGERS GATHER, NERVOUS AND |
EXCITED, THEIR MURMUIRS E0GED WiTh HYSTERIR, AS THOUGH
THEY WERE SPECTATORS AT A POTENTIALLY LETHAL SPORT-

-~ THEIR EVES FIXED ON A Q#WL
WHICH, THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD, CON-
TAINS THE MES OFEVERVW
IN THE AREA.




THEN, THE CROWD GROWS QUIET A
THE KING AND HIS DAUGHTER APPEAR.

YOU SEEM

STRANGELY
SILENT, |
ELSPETH.

LOOK AT HER.
THE PRINCESS.
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PEOPLE OF URLAND! WHEREAS THE PEACE
OF THE KINGDOM HAS BEEN DISRUPTED BY 1
THE MISCHIEF OF AN INTERLOPER; AND WHERE-
AS THIS INTERLOPER BEING FLED; AND HOW,
THEREFORE, HIS AMAJESTY THE KING HEREBY
PROCLAIMS THE SUM OF THIRTY DUCATS !
TO BE PAID TO ANYONE PRODUCING THE
MISCREANT GALEN BRADWARDYN

2
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WELL,

HORSRIK ?

-

COUNTRYMEN,
HEAR ME! BEHOLD,
FOR T AM CHOSEN.
I SHALL DIE THAT
MANY MAY LIVE. T
SHALL GO TO MY
GRAVE FOR THE LOVE
\ OF OUR KING AND
N\ _HI5 WISE poLICY.
AND

--PRINCESS
ELSPETH.
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1 ACCEPT




THAT'S NOT THE NAME.
IT'S BEEN MISREAD. T'LL
DRAW ANOTHER. -

THERE'S NO MISTAKE. THE NAME'S | AT LAST WE SEE )
L JUSTICE DONE-

S/LENCE.! WE WILL |
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THE NAME |S AS T MY NAME APPEARS ON
HORSRIK READ IT: / ALL THE TILES. IT RE-
ELSPETH. DRESSES AN INJUSTICE.
B\ T'VE LEARNED THAT
I'VE BEEN KEPT FROM
JEOPARDY IN ALL
DRAWINGS IN THE PAST,

OF Y0
ST OVER THE YEARS 0
HAVE TAKEN AND T HAVENT,




FOR 4 MOMENT, THE 00N
UALLY, OICES ERUET N A
CACOPHONY OF SHOUTS,
WHISTLES AND EXCITED

.

-~AND SLIPS INSIDE THE PALACE...

THE AMULET MUST °
. BE AMONG THESE |
TREASURES -/ _
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WITH THE TUMULT FROM THE

COURTYARD ECHOING IN HIS EARS,

GALEN EASES PAST A GUARD WHO

gs {gvmmnfp BY THE SPECTACLE
W- @




HORSRIK...HELP

ME. THE GIRL'S
AAD. WE'LL FIND
A SUBSTITUTE.
IT WON'T
MATTER. _,

THIS IS HOW YOU'VE ALWAYS |
HAD IT DONE.




UPSTAIRS, GALEN CONTINUES
TO SEARCH FEVERIEHLY -

—- WHILE THE KING AND HIS LIEUTENANT _ [N&
DRAW NEAR.

¢ Yoo, BUT THAT!S JUST 17,

TYRIAN--SURELY YOU'LL \ YOUR MAJESTY. My
DO SOMETHING. IF NOT FIRST DUTY 1S
FOR A48, OF LO}"’#LTY LO?AL‘I':; 10 THE
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o B R
AGAINST

I HAVE YOUR
AMULET. :
TAKE IT. i
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DAWN SEES THE VILLAGERS BEGINAING REPAIRS - AND
GREL (4 THENK MIOST..§ T GREIL NO LONGER. CALL

HOLY OF HOLIES, ——— ME GREGORIUS, AFTER THE
HE DID A‘OT PIE : BISHOP OF ROME

BUT IT'S NOT THE KIND OF ™
FIRE WE NEED. THAT CAN ONLY
COME FROM THE AMULET!
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NUNC, PER POTESTATEM
HERMETICUM-- EX FLAMMIS
FERRUM SA GRINARIUM /
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A THIRD.
HOW MANY
OF THEM

ARE
HERE ?




-
L]
2
<
2
::

D
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- ESPECIALLY SINCE ) |
I HAVE WHAT I
CAME FOR.

-=LEAVING &‘EHAVD MOMSM‘EES W?SEEVI
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YOU HAVE ALL
I CAN GIVE

[ You...GLOVES Q-r%%ﬁ E%CE
PADDED _ p VIKE NO OTHER
)\ VERKIN... [l A ON EARTH.
, SHIELD... jil*

T SE}I_/HERED THE SWORD...

YOU'RE WELL-
ARMEP... AND

AS READY AS
1\ YOU'LL EVER BE.
(FARE THEE WELL.
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AS THE SUN CLIMBS TO ITS T A SHIELD...FASHIONED
ZENITH, GALEN (S HIKING \ FROM DRAGON sct\:.es.

N IDIOT.
mNrGHT. iie 5 THE LAST TIME
—~— —~ _I'LL EVER
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YOU'RE IN LOVE, AREN'T YOu ? )

1 UNDERSTAND. SHE'S VERY ¥
BEAUTIFUL, VERY BRAVE-"

V ~-vour X LISTEN 10 ME...You'RE GOING |
PRINCESS TO BE DEAD, THE DRAGON
ELSPETH. | WILL BE WORSE THAN EVER
THERE WILL BE MORE
LOTTERIES -

AND ?HEYEIMMCEASWWD
= BLOWS DARK, mzessctows
TOWARDL THE HORIZON..
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B8Y NIGHTFALL, THAT WIND HAS BE-
COME COLD. IT WAILS MOURNFULLY
THROUGH THE ROCKS

DRAGON'S LAIR AS WORKMEN MAKE
GRIM PREPARATI -
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-~UNTIL THE LOVELY SACRIFICE
/ RECE/

'S BROUGHT FORTH TO
HER MANACLES AND hﬁ?
DESTINY...

EH--7 THE SCROLLS ¥\
BURNING...BUT WHERE
DOES THE FLAME -
COME FROM?



1...1 PECLARE
E ED

THESE PROCE
INGS DULY
COMPLETE...

I'VE GOT PLENTY
OF REASONS TO KI

YOU THAT HAVE
A NOTHING TO DO Wi

N THIS SACRIFICE.

I KNEW I’D‘ THE KINGDOM, EVERY ONE OF
FIND YOU ; US, NEED THIS SACRIFICE. IF
HERE. YOU INTERFERE, YOLI'LL

: HAVE TO KILL ME.
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ZN
<
WAM.
EX
-8
Lz

{ GET ouT
OF HERE,
ELSPETH"!

116



B YOU'VE FAILED, AND
AN

117
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INTO THE EYE-STINGING MURK OF THE CAVE, HE
PLUNGES, CALLING HOARSELY--

HE TURNS TOWARD A
50?443‘_‘9‘1% SOUND
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MONSTROSITIES
) ARE...ARE-
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FARTHER AND FARTHER DOWN THE NARROW PASSAGE...INTD
mmmmmm:mnmmﬁm
mmmsfmfk.wosrwsmeyrs...m— T
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17’6 HUGE...EXTENDS

'IN EVERY DIRECTION--

COULD IT LIE UNDER
THE EA

RTH'S

[ EH--? A RUMBLING...\
|~ ANOTHER ]
D EARTHOUAKE--?
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- RATHER, THE CAUSE OF
THE PREYIOUS ONES...

eawusmrm
AND His BREATH /S TRAPPED
HEYWT .
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«.FOR A SHAPE
RISES FROM THE
BOTTOMLESS DEPTHS
OF NIGHTMARE-~
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ONLY THE SKIELD YALERIAN

GAVE ME...FASHIONED FROM
ITS SCALES...|S PREVENTING
ME FROMAEEIEG BURNED
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.--GETTING READY
TO BATHE ME IN
FLAME AGAIN.
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A FEW SECONDS LA?BQ, VERMITM@QX SQtM?MS AND CLAWS (75
WA‘Y INTO THE TUNNEL ] -




THEN IT PAUSES, AND SNIFFS AND NUDGES AT ITS
LIFELESS OFFSPRING

--AND GALEN LUNGES FROM WIS HIDING PLACE
WITH THE FEROCITY OF A MAN PUSHED BEYOND
DESPERATION., : )
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WITH AN UNERRTHLY SHREK
THE CREATURE FLING ITS 7
HEAD BACK AND UPWARD-#
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| THE LANCE SNAFS IN HALF
Gﬁt&w 5 HURLED SPRAwL-

133



--.FLAMES REACH THROUGH THE
CASCADING DEBRIS AND wASH
OVER HIM

.n
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THEN SHE SEES A STILL, FORLORN
FORM AND SHE WHISPERS --
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YOU KNOW WHAT I THINK? MAGIC,
MAGICIANS-- IT'S ALL DYING OUT.
BUT THAT MAKES ME HAPPY. IT
MEANS THE DRAGON WILL BE

# THE--THE C o st
IS THE FUTURE.
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WHAT'S THAT?Z
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THE LIGHT IS

DIMMING...AND
THERES SOMETHING
ODD IN THE AIR. 4

LOOK AT .

HOW IT MAKES
THE WATER

GLINT! LIKE A
N LAKE--




-A LAKE OF FIRE.,..THE BURNING
WATER OLD HODGE MENTIONED.

I'VE GOT TO GO BACK.
IVE GOT TO TALK
WITH HIM,

TO THE LAKE
OF FIRE,..TO
THE DRAGON'S

UNNOTICEDL BY EITHER GALEN 9R
VALERIAN, A DARK AND GRACEFUL
SHAPE SAILS THROUGH THE SKY...
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YOU'RE NOT. COMING
« NO, 'RE NOT-~

M@m muyke ;
AB‘JO(UT LY
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Y GaLEN, 1 HEAR IR
SOMETHING... [
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SHE GAZES UPWARD AND WANTS
TO SCREAM. BUT SHE CAN'T.

| BE CALM. HE WATCHETH OVER US
| LET us PRAY FOR A'SIGN, FOR .
wRAc:.ss ARE POSSIBLE... Jii
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R OF WONDERS. HE'S BACK! |
I THANK THE POWERS THAT MADE ME!

WONDE
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GALEN BY
BRING!NG Him.
I WON'T...
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HE IS ON HIS WAY NONETHELESS...

AY, YES, AT LAST T MEET |
MY COUNTERPART, THE
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THERE 15 SOMETHING YOU
MUST DO. DESTROY THE
AMULET--AND ME

WITH




A BITTER WIND WHIPS THE
CHURNING CLOUDS AND THUNPER
BOOMS AND ECHOES AS ULRICH
FLOATS HIGHER THAN THE HIGH-
55?' CRAG TO MINGLE HIS VCMLE

NIMBE !

A SUDPEN STILLNESS AND -

50! THE
KINDRED SPIRITS { CHRISTIANS
JOIN IN THE FINAL . SAY, “LOVE

CONFLICT--! 4 THY ENEMY."
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a( couLd 1 PO
3\ OTHERWISE?

PO As HE SAID!
SMASH THE AMULET!
You CAN'T PREVENT
HIS DYING--
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--YOU CAN ONLY
PREVENT HI5 DEATH
BEING IN YAIN /
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~AND 50 MUICH ELGE...A CREED, '
A FAITH, A REASON FOR BEING/

?7‘!(.5 DOES AN AGDE

--AS A GLOWING OB~
JECT IS SHATTERED
INTO BITS

152



—AND, SIMULTANEOUSLY, |

EPTLLRANE, /5N
bt N
uLricH’s eaRTHLY ForRM [l .}3:,’\\}!-‘\
EXPLODES AGAINST THE | ;\ -

BetLy oF THE BeAST. ||\ %

ULRICH 15 GONE. VERMITHRAX
REMAINS, BRIEFLY AS A REP-

TIIAN TORCH PLUNGING DowN-
7, WARD--
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--A FLUTTERING THING THAT
SPASHES INTO A POND. STEAM
ERUPTS WITH A SOUND LIKE A

SIGH--

--AND RISES INTO THE RAYS OF A
SUN FREED FROM DARKNESS
SHINING NEW AND BRIGHT UPON
A GREEN AND GLEAMING LAND...
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AT WAS A TASK
GALE

YOUR'
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WE THANK THEE, LORD, FOR THIS DEVINE | ARISE, CHILDREN
DELIVERANCE. YERILY IS THY PRESENCE | OF THE LORD,
US, FULLY MANIFEST &r;:( THIS, _/ AND

X PAGAN MYSTF.RIES.'

’




ALL HAIL CASIDORUS REX, )
R SLAYER.

)

YES, YES...I,

SLAY THE
BE,

I'D RATHER NOT

AH, HEREBY WATCH THIS FOOL- | A CERTAIN
ISHNESS.
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YOU MAY NOT BE A SORCEROR, GALEN
B I LOVE YOU ANYWAY. I PON'T REGRET A
i THING THAT HAPPENED. I JUST WISH...WE'LL
. I'M TIRING. T WISH WE HAD A HORSE. 4|
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NO. IT MUST HAVE BEEN
WANDERING LOOSE. OR WILD.

IT5_EASIER TO
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