THE
ARCHKO VOLUME

CR, THE

Archeological Writings of the Sanhedrim
and Talmuds of the Jews

(INTRA SEQUS)

THESE ARE THE OQOFFICIAL DOOUMENTS MADE IN
THESE COURTB IN THE DAYSH OF JESU3 CHRIST.

TRANSLATED BY

DRS. McINTOSH and TWYMAN
OF THE ANTIQUARIAN LODGE, GENQA, ITALY.

FROM MANUSCRIPTS IN CONSTANTINOPLE
AND THE
RECORDS OF THE SENATORIAL DOOEET TAKEN FROM
THE VATICAN AT ROME,

UNABRIDGED EDITION

THE ARCHKO PRESS

23] JEFFEHSON, 5 E,
GERAND RAPFIODS, MICHIGAN



Entersd according to Act of Congress, in the year 1887, by
REV, W. 1. MAHAN,
in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washingion, D.C.

Entered according io Act of Congress, in the year 1596, by
REV. W, D. MAHAN,
in tha Office of the Librarian of Congresa, at Washingion, D.C.

Entersd sccording fo Arct of Congress, in the year 1923, by
MRA, J. M. GREEN,
in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, D.C.

FHOTOLITHORPRINTET BY CUSHING ~ BAALLOY, [N,
ANH ARBOR. MICHIGAN, URLITED 3TATES OF AMERIC A
1954



CONTENTS

CHAPTER I.

PAGE

How these records were discovered............. 9
CHAPTER 1II.

A short sketech of the Talmuds. ............... 52

CHAPTER III.

Constantine's letter in regard to baving hfty

copies of the Seriptures written and bound.. ..
CHAPTER 1V.

Jonathan's interview with the Dethlehem shep-
herds—Letter of Melker, Priest of the Syna-
gogue at Bethlehem ... ........ .. ... ... ...

CHAPTER V.

Gamaliel’s interview with Joseph and Mary and

others concerning Jesus. ... ..o enivennnnn.

CHAPTER VI

Report of Caiaphas to the Sanhedrim concerning
the execution of Jesus........ ... .. ... ...,

60

64

79



Vil CONTENTS
PAGE
CHAPTER VIIL

Report of Caiaphas to the Sanhedrim concerning
the resurrection of Jesus......ovvvvervnn ot 117
CHAPTER VIII.

Valleus's notes—“Acta Pilati,” or Pilate’s report
to Cmsar of the arrest, trial, and crucifixion
of JeBUS ... i i i i i s 128
CHAPTER IX.
Herod Antipater’s defence before the Roman
Senate in regard to his conduct at Bethlehem,. 148
CHAPTER X,

Herod Antipater'’s defense before the Roman
Senate in regard to the execution of Johmn
the Baptist ..........ccoviiiiiiiiinennan, 155

CHAPTER XI.

The Hillel letters regarding God’s providence to
the Jews, by Hiilel the Third................ 161



CHAPTLER I
1OW THESE RECORDS WERE DISCOVERED

SoMmE time in the vear 1856, while living in De
Witt, Missouri, a gentleman by the name of H. C.
Whydaman became snow-bound and stopped at
my house several days, He was a native of Ger-
many, and one of the most learned men 1 had
ever met, 1 found him to be freely communica-
tive. During his stay, he told me that he had spent
five vears in the city of Rome, and most of the
time in the Vatiean, where he saw a library con-
taining five hundred and sixty thousand volumes.
He told me that he had seen and read the records
of Tiberius Casar, and in what was called the Acla
Piati—that is, the acts of Pilate—he had seen an
account of the apprehension, trial, and ecrueifixion
of Jesus of Nazareth; but said it did not add much
to the commonly accepted teachings of Christianity.
He told me he thought a transeript could be se-
cured. After Mr. Whydaman’s departure, I medi-
tated upon what he had told me of those records,
and thought that if a transcript couid be obtained
it would be very interesting, even if it did not add
much to the present teachings of Christianity. So,

(9)
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after some months I set about tracing up Mr.
Whydaman, as the following correspondence shows:

DeWitt, Carroll Co., Mo, Sept, 22, 1856,
Mzi. HENRY C. WHYDAMAN,

Dear Str: After you left my house last spring,
I kept thinking of your telling me of reading the
acts of Pilate in the Vatican, while at Rome. 1
want you, if yvou please, to get me a transcript of
those records, if the cost will not he too much.
Will you please open a correspondence with some
of your old friends at Rome that you can rely upon,
and ascertain if it ean be obtained; and if so what
will be the prohable cost of getting it? I shall be
much obliged, and will pay you for your trouble
and expense.

Yours in tender regards,
W. D. Masgan,

New York, Nov. 12, 1856.
Mgr. W. D. Maman.

Dear  Sik: Your letter as directed to H. C.
Whydaman is received. 1 will inform you he has
returned to Germany, Your letter has heen for-
warded,

Yours, ete,,
C. C., VANTBERGER.

March 2, 1857.
Rev. W. D. MaHaAN,

Dear Sir: It is with the kindest regards I re-
membered your hospitality while with you in Amer-
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ica. Be assured, anyvthing I can do for you will
afford me great pleasure. 1 have written to Father
Freelinhusen, a monk of great learning, at Rome,
who 1s the chief guardian of the Vatican. I have
made the request in my own name, as [ do not think
they would he willing for such a document to go
into the hands of the public. When he answers, I
will write you again, '
I am, your most obedient servant,
H., C. Wnvypamaxy,

Westphalia, Germany, Nov. 27, 1857.
Rev. W. D. Manan,

Dear Sir: Father Freelinhusen has answered
my letter in regard to the transcript you want. He
informs me that the writing s so fine, and being in
the Latin language, as I told you, and the parch-
ments so old and dirty, he will he obliged to use a
glass to the most of it. He can only give it in the
Latin, as he does not understand the English. He
says he will do it for thirty-five darics, which will
be In American coin sixty-two doliars and forty-
four cents. If you will forward the amount, I will
have the document forwarded to my brother-in-law,
C. C. Vantberger. He will translate it for a trifle.

I am yours, in tender regards,
H., C. WHYDAMAN.

Chillicothe, Mo., Feb. 8, 1858,
Mr. H. C. WHYDAMAN,

Dear Sm: Thanks to you for your kindness,
and be assured, if 1 succeed, I shall ever feel under
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obligations to vou for veur irouble. Enclosed find
a check on the Foreign Exchange Bank of New
York for sixty-two dollars and forty-four cents.
Please have the work done, and urge Mr. Freelin-
husen to have it a true copy of the original. Send
it to Mr. Vantberger, and have him to translate it
into English, and I will pay the charges. He has
my address,
Yours, as ever,
W. D. Manan,

Westphalia, Germany, June 14, 1858.
Rev. W, D. MauaNn.
Desr Sin: I acknowledge your draft of $62.44.
Will apply as you request.
I am, sir,
H. C. WHYDAMAN,
Mr. H. C. WHYDAMAN.

Dear Sir: 1 hereby forward to you the tran-
seript as it 1s on record in the Vatican in Tiberius
Ceaesar’'s Court by Pilate. I certify this to be a true
copy, word for word, as it oecurs there.

Yours, etc,,
PErER FREELINHUSEN.

New York, April 26, 1859.
Mer. W. D. Manan.

Drar Sir: I am in possession of a document
from H. C. Whydaman, with instructions to trans-
late it into English., My charge is ten dollars. I
will expect an answer.

C. C. VANTBERGER.
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With this correspondence I received the following
document, and I must confess that, although it is
not inspired, yet the words burned in my heart as
the words of Christ in the hearts of his diseiples,
and I am satisfied from the spirit it breathes that it
must be true. 1 am aware that though the Jews
were in subjection to the Romans, yet they siiil held
their ecclesiastical authority, and the Romans not
only submitted to their decisions, but executed their
decrees on their subjects, Knowing there was not
such a piece of history to be found in all the world,
and being deeply interested myself, as alse hundreds
of others to whom I have read it, I have concluded
to give 1t to the publie.

Upon getting hold of this report of Pilate, I com-
menced to investigate this subject, and after many
years of trial and the expenditure of considerable
money, I found that there were many of such records
still preserved at ihe Vatican in Rome and at Con-
stantinople, that had been carried there by the Em-
peror of Rome about the middle of the third century.
I therefore procured the necessary assistance, and on
September 21, 1883, I set sail for those forecign
lands to make the investigation in person.

Believing that no event of such importance to the
world as the death of Jesus of Nazareth could have
transpired without some record being made of it by
his enemies in their eourts, legislations, and histories,
I commenced investigating the subject. Afier many
vears of study, and after consulting various histories
and corresponding with many scholars, I received the
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assistance of two learned men, Drs. Melntosh and
Twyman, and went to the Vatiean at Rome, and
then to the Jewish Talmuds at Constantinople. As
a result I have compiled this book, which will he
found one of the most strange and interesting books
ever read. It may appear fragmentary, but tihe
reader must remember that it is the record of men
made nearly two thousand years ago.

It was some time in Mareh, 1856, that my mind
was awakened on the subject of this book, almost
incidentally, or it may be providentially, for He
sometimes chooses the weakest things to confound
the mighty. The reader s referred to the corre-
spondence of H. C. Whydaman and myself, as found
in this book. In God’s providence sometimes very
great effects are produced from wvery small causes.
Mr., Whydaman told me he had spent five years in
the Vatican at Rome, and in looking over the old
manuseripts he came across the records of Pilate
made to Cwmsar, and in those records he saw where
a man named Jesus was arrested, tried, and exe-
euted; he read it carefully and re-read it, and went
back and read 1t apain.

This was the beginning of my investigation, and
this book is the product of that investigation, I ask
the reader to follow me patiently and see how I came
to get hold of the matter contained in this book.

I wondered how 1t was that such historians as
Philo, Tacitus, Quintilian, and Josephus had told
us nothing or so little about Jesus of Nazareth. I
agked all the wise men and scholars 1 met, and they
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did not know; I then wrote to many scholars in
Europe, and they could not tell me. As 1 could
find nothing very definite from the outside world, I
began to have my doubts, but came to the conclu-
sion that the question was of too much importance
to allow my mind to be fixed without a thorough
investigation. 1 went to our histories—Mosheim,
Lardner, Stackhouse, and others. They gave me no
satisfaction, and I thought to myself, Is it possible
that the character of such men as the carly Chris-
tians, and the wonderful excitement that they crea-
ated m their day, could have been passed over and
no records made of them? When I remembered, too,
that the Roman provinees in that day were prolific
with debaters, historians, and writers on all topies
that were brought before them, and that the records
of the courts in those days were more carefully pre-
served than they are now, and that even of the trial
of Guiteau, who was not half as conspicucus to the
people of these United States as Jesus was {o the
Jewish nations, there were hundreds of records made,
I came to the conclusion that only Almighty God
could establish a cause so universally as the Chns-
tian religion was established in the hearts of the
people of this world, and sceptre them so completely
as the sceptre of Jesus governs this world today,
when they had comparatively little or no testimony
from the outside world.

I consulted our histories in this eountry, and one
sald these records were burned in the Alexandran
Library. I knew the Babylonian Talmuds were in
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this library, or at least most of them were, but I
alsc knew that the Talmuds of Jerusalem were not.
I knew that when the Romans conquered the Jews
and destroyed their Holy City, temple and all, all
the sacred treasures were taken by the Romans and,
I supposed, preserved.

Another historian says Gregory IX. burned all
the sacred records. I found that this Roman bishop
was a strong believer in Christ, as were all the
Catholic Church. They follow not us, and we forbid
them. Why should they burn these records? There
is no Church more strongly in favor of Jesus Christ;
he i1s their corner-stone, their foundation rock, their
only hope. They have a different way to approach
him. This does not destroy their Saviour; he
remains the same, but they have different ways of
using him as their Saviour,

Other historians said the Jews destroyed these
records, although it is strange that the Jews should
destroy all their sacred records at the time, to get
rid of an impostor, as they believed him to be.
It is more likely they would have preserved them
to vindicate their actions in the future, provided
they should be needed. The Jews were honest in
all their dealings with Christ; they thought both
he and John the Baptist were destroying their na-
tion, and, as their nation and religion were one and
the same, the course Jesus was pursuing jeopardized
all their hopes, religious and political. This is seen
clearly in the defence of Caiaphas, as set forth in
this book (see his defence before the Sanhedrim in
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regard to his conduct with Jesus). Hence, much of
the prejudice among Protestants against the Jews 1s
groundless. There never was a people more honest
and devoted to their country and their God than
the Jews. Many Protestants in this country, and
some preachers among them, think that the more
they denounce the Jews and Catholics, the maore
they serve God. The Jews were wrong in rejecting
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and so are those who
reject him now; but when a man reads this book
he will come to the conclusion that the Jews had a
better reason for rejecting Christ than men have to-
day, and would it be right to abuse all who refuse
Christ as bad men? It is still more intolerable for
the members of one denomination to abuse those of
another because of not worshipping Christ as they do.
A difficulty I met in consulting seholars on this
subject was the claim that the Roman monks had
forged many manuseripts regarding Jesus Christ, in
the middle ages. Now they may have forged some
things to sustain their peculiar views and doetrines,
something to sustain their Church; but there is
nothing in this book to sustain Catholicism, and if
every word of it was forgotten it would add nothing
to that Church more than to any other Church,
Then I remembered the Vatican library was one of
the most extensive in the world; it has cost miilions
of dollars, low did those forgers know that 1 or
any other man would come there and pay them a
few dollars to get a transeript of those records? It
eertalnly would be a very poor speculation.
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Another objection was that the manuseripts had
been searched for by scholars and could not be
found. So I set myself to work, and after investi-
gating all the authors in this ecountry, and writing
to many scholars in Iturope, and getting books from
libraries in the old country, thus sparnng ne pains
or expense, I could not find or even hear of a man
who had ever investigated this subject. I found
that Dr. Tischendorf made some investigation in
these ancient manuseripts, but he was looking for
the manuscript of the Seriptures, and might have
seen many such things as this boek holds and never
have noticed them, just from the simple fact that
he was not looking for them. He was looking for
gomething else. In the investigation of such sub-
jects & man must have but one thing in his mind,
and he must be posted beforehand to know how and
where to look, for the ficld is too large to make his
business general. 1 now challenge any scholar to
show me the man who has made this his special busi-
ness, and made the effort that I have on this par-
ticular subject. I am sure there is none.

The next great difficulty that I encountered was
this: Could such manuseripts exist so long? I
found by investigating that Ptolemy, King of Alex-
andria, presented seventy books to Ezra, which he
refused to place In the Holy Canon, and it came
very near bringing on & bloody war. Again I
found that Serenus Samnaticus, who was the
teacher of M. Antonius Africanus, son of Gordianus
the Great, when he died, left his library, consisting
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of sixty-two thousand volumes, to his student. This
was in 236 4. . 1 also remembered that the works
of Homer were more than five hundred years older
than Christ, and that we had the laws of Shammai,
Abtalian, and the works of the Hillels sll before us;
and if Tischendorf, in the convent of St. Catherine,
could find slips and pieces of the Septuagint that
were declared at Leipsic to be of the fourth century,
I thought there miught be a great deal more some-
where in the wvast libraries in those old countries
that have thousands of years the advantage of Amer-
ica. The literati could all tell how the manuseripts
of the Church might be, and were, preserved; but
the records of its enemies, even the records of courts
and crowns they could not see into.

Now the reader must remmember that there never
was anything that ereated so much excitement in
the land of Judea as the preaching of John the
Baptist and Christ, This will be readily understoed
if we take into consideration the structure of the
Jewish Commonweaith., The great Sanhedrim
legislated for the souls and bodies of men; that is,
their religion and their politics were one and the
same thing, In the capitulation made with Augus-
tus Ceesar it was understood and agreed that the Jews
were to pay a tax to the Romans, but the Romans
were not to interfere with the Jewish religion. This
took the executive power out of the hands of the
Jews and put it inte the hands of the Romans. This
15 the reason Jesus was sent to Pilate to be executed.
The Romans had to carry out and execute the deci-
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sions of the Jewish courts on all Jewish questions,
This is the reason Herod Antipas was tried by
the Roman Senatec: he had executed John the
Baptist without a trial. Then we see why the Jews
and Romans worked together on all questions of
law; hence the great excitement of both nations.
This is the reason why Pilate made lhis report to
Ceesar,

Now I suy no event creating so mueh exciterent,
could take place without more or less record being
made of it; for if the Seripture 1s true—and 1 be-
lieve 11 is—there mever was a man on earth who
had no many followers 1n so short a time. Caiaphas
says Jesus bad Dbeen preaching three years, and he
then had more f{ollowers than Abraham. This
causes me to say again that if the New Testament
records are true, then the historical items contained
mm this book must be true; and if these items, or
items like thern, be nat true, then the itemsz of the
New Testament are not true; that is, no man dare
to say these are the identical items, but items like
these, and why not these? They came from the
right place. The parchments and secrolls upon
which they are written are sueh as were used in
those days, but to zay these are the same is 10 say
what no man dare to say. The time has been too
long and the distance to the plice where the reeords
are kept is too great for all men to make the exam-
inatien for themselves, hence I ask all to consider
this question fairly.

Let me invite the attention of the reader to the
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known histories in this country., Dr. Rashi, D.D,
who wrote in Paris m the twelfth eentury, says in
Vol. III.,, page 190, that in the formation of the
ancient libraries there were men appointed called
“baalie suphotbs,” which means “book-compilers.”
The business of these men was to take the sheets of
parchment of the various authors and pin their dates
together, bind them 1n bundies and have them bound
with clasps between cedar boards. This was a trade,
and it required the best of scholars to do it, They
were called baalie suphoths. We find that the
works of Philo were compiled by Pseudonymaus
Joseph Ben Gorion, a. p. 150. This $en Goticn
was a Jewish rabbi, a Tharisean doctor. Josephus
was compiled by Ekaba, another Jewish doctor, at
the close of the second century; and so with all the
historians who lived ncar the Christian era. Jose-
phus was published in book-form by Havercamp, in
Amsterdam, in 1729, Now all he had to puide him
was what Ben Gorion had said. SBo it was with Philo,
which was put in book-form by Mangey, in London,
m 1742; all he had was what Ekaba had pleased to
compile of his works, and, as there was deadly hatred
between the Jews and Christians at that time, it is
most reasonable to believe that those compilers would
leave everything out that would favor the Chris-
tians. It was to their own interest at that time to
bury the very name of Christ in eternal oblivion;
and this is the reason that all the historians who
lived and wrote in those days are made to say so
very little about Christ or his followers,.
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Now in looking over the histories we find com-
paratively nothing said about Jesus Christ. Such
a thing could not be if the New Testament 13 true.
No man could make me believe that such events
occurred as are recorded in the Seriptures without
accounts of them being made in the State records
and by the public writers of that day. Although I
have had this thrown in my face so often by in-
fidels, I never saw the reason fill I commenced this
investigation; and if any man will take the pains
to examine this question he will find that all the
sophers, or scribes, were Phariseos; they were the
doctors, lawyvers, orators, poels, and statesmen of the
times. The Hillel and Shammai schools made more
scholars than all the world besides in the last davs
of the Jewish Commonwealth. Almost cvery nation
under the sun patronized these schools.

Now, being satisfied that I was on the right track,
the next thing was to find out what had hecome of
the original manuscripis. Had Rothgad, Haver-
camp, and Mangey destroved the manuseripts when
they were done with them? This I knew could not
be, from the fact that these parchments were either
in the hands of government or individual libraries,
and they eould not destroy them or take them away;
and I knew if these manuseripis had bheen kept till
1754 they must be n existence yet. Only a few
years ago there were one hundred and twenty-eight
volumes of manuseripts presented to the British
Museum, which were looked upon with interest,
and, while I am writing this, there comes to my
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hand a dispateh from Vienna to the London Times.
I will give 1t in full, as I think it will be beneficial
to the reader. The dispatch is as follows:

“Ancient Manuscripts. The sifting and arrange-
ment of the papyrus collection bought by Archduke
Rainer have ied to further interesting diseoveries, Of
the hieroglyphic, hieratic, demotic, and Coptie papyri,
about twenty date from the pre-Christian period.
Among these is one nearly three thousand years
old, in the hieratic letter, containing the representa-
tion of a funeral, with a well-preserved sketch of
the deceased, some hieroglyphic legends, and a de-
motic papyrus on the subject of mathematics. Much
more numerous are the Coptic documents, about
one thousand in all, mostly letters and legal docu-
ments of the period from the sixth to the tenth cen-
tury of our era, There are some important papyri
containing translations of the Bible in the central
Egyptian dialect, of which there have hitherto been
found but few specimens; and a leaf of parchment
from an old octavo edition of the book of Ruth, in
the Sahidi dialect.,

“Among the Greek papyri 18 a hitherto unknown
speech of Isocrates, one of the finest specimens of
Alexandrian caligraphy.  Another fragment has
heen found of the book of the Thucydides manu-
seript, previously mentioned, Portions, also, have
been discovered of the Iliad, and a paraphrase of
the ¥Fourth Book. Then a metanvia has been found
dating {rom the beginning of the fourth century,
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being thus one of the oldest Christian manuscripts.
The collection contains many well-preserved docu-
ments in an almost continuous series of the Roman
and Byzantine emperors, beginning with Trajan and
ending with Herachus.

“There are also documents in the Iranic and Se-
mitic languages. The former are written on papy-
rus, parchment, and skins, and among them are two
fragments which, it is believed, will furnish the key
to the Pehlewi language. Among the Arab papyri
twenty-five documents have been found with the
original leaden seals attached. They begin with a
fragment of the fifty-fourth year of the Hegira.
Another is an official doeument of the nineteenth
yvear of the Hegira, appointing a revenue collector.
Perhaps the most valuable part of the collection is
one hundred and fifty-five Arabian deoeuments, on
cotton paper, of the ¢ighth century, which is abous
the time of the invention of this material by the
Arabs, to the year 953. Many thousands of manu-
seripts have still to be deciphered.”

In the early centuries there was s good deal of
what is known as the “Apologetical Writings.” 1
made it my business to examine these writings, and
found them to be a defence of Christianity. The
first of this form of writing was presented to the
Emperor Adrian by Quadratus, in the vyear 126
AD. A portion of this we find in KEusebius, page
93. There was another by Aristides, at about the
same time. These two authors are found only in
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fragments, preserved by other historians, and their
writings are mainly pleas for clemency for those
who professed Christianity and were being perse-
cuted.

Justin Martyr also wrote twice on this subject—-
once to the Roman Senate and once to Antouius,
These were published 1In English by W. Reeves, in
1709, at Leipsic.

Tertullian wrote two volumes, and Vincentius
wrote a commentary on them. These are found at
Paris. They are very valuable works—perhaps the
most valuable of the ancient writings—from the fact,
recorded in them, that the Christians, in piving rea-
sons for asking favors, refer to the records made by
the Jews and Jewish writers as well as the reports
of the Roman officers who were the governors of
Judea at that time; and of course their reference
to these records demonstrates that the records were
there.

In Tertullian, Vol. II.,, page 29, Vincentius savs
the Christians’ argument was based on the doctrine
of the Bible, showing that the God of the Christians
could save, and referred the pagans to the many in-
stances where he had interposed and saved, when
none but a God like the Christians” God could save.
For, said they, what can a God made of wood or
brass do in time of danger? They had no power
to put forth and exert themselves to save, Vincen-
tius says the pagan would answer that these images
were the represenfations of their gods; that these
gods of wood and iron, had invisible spirits that ex-
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erted as much power as the God of the Christians.
Vincentius says he did not see much difference in
their doctrines when they got to understand each
other,

I remember that, while on the ship, we had an
Irish priest on board, and in conversation one day
while asking him about many things in the Cath-
olic Church I inquired why he had a crueifix bang-
ing in his room. Said I, “You do not think there
iz any virtue in that image of brass?” “No,” said
he, “ne more than there was in the serpent of brass
that Moses made and jplaced on a pole. There was
no healing virtues in that brass, but the bitten Is-
raclite believed in the command, which belief or
faith controlled his action and produced obedience;
hence he was healed.” And so, he said in this case,
he no more believed there were any saving qualities
in that image than I believe my mother's picture
could be to me a mother.

Let the reader refer to the first centuries and mark
what a disputation there was in the ancient church
about pictures, May we not flow back into it?
And as this subject of picture-worship ecreated so
much dissatisfaction In the first centuries it may do
80 again,

While investigating this question I found that
Arcadius, the eldest son of Theodosius the Great,
succeeded his father {o the throne in a.p. 305,
and divided the Roman Empire into what was

known in that day as the Eastern and Western
Empires.
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Arcadiug chose the Fastern and fixed his seat of
government at Constantinople, and made his brother
Honoris Emperor of the Western, fixing his seat
of government at Rome. It was not long until their
jealousy was kindled, which resulted in hatred and
terminated in a war which finally proved their over-
throw. In reading the Ante-Nicene Fathers, pub-
lished in Edinburgh in twenty-four octave volumes,
in Vol. XII, page 114, it 1s said that the beginning
of this war was on account of Honoris wishing to
have his young princes educated at Consztantinople
free of charge, giving as his reason that the great
library there had once belonged io Rome. 1Yhen
his brother Arcadins refused he tried to get the
library divided, and Arcadius refused this also.
They then went to war, and while the two brothers
were thus engaged Alaneus engaged the Western
Empire and overthrew it. In hunting through this
vast library of books I found what was called the
Homilies of Clementine; Vol. XIIL, page 194; there
were the Apoeryphal Gospels, Acts and Revela-
tions, with all the writings of the Apostolic Fathers,
ineluding the laws of the High DPriest, the laws of
the Temple service, the Records of the Sanhedrim,
giving the Jewish laws and customs for hundreds
of wvears, with all the treaties and records of the
QouTts,

Now my idea was that if these records were
found in the library of the Vatican at Rome and
in the Beragho and Atmedan libraries at Constan-
tinople and Alexandra, so these men could get
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them nearly three hundred vears ago, why are they
not there now?

Ir. Isanc Wise, who 15 President of the Hebrew
School at Cineinnatl, and, by the way, one of the
best Hebrew scholars in Ameries, in his History of
the Commonwealth of fsrael, frequently quotes from
the Talmuds and Sanhedrim, giving reference to the
various circumstances, and often gives the name of
the scribe who did the writing; and so I find these
records have always been in the hands of the Jewish
rabbis, and you need not tell me these things have
been only produced by the later Jewish nation, for
we find gquotations made at the time and by the men
who lived in the days of Chnst. Those quotations
correspond with other history we have of the same
events, and the only difference is that the Jewish
rabbis put a different construction on those events
from what the Christians do. This is the great
diffieulty, after all; like a celebrated lawyer, after
reading this book, told his friend it convinced him
of the truth of the faets in the Seriptures, but it did
not convinee him of its spiritual definition, This is
the final point of importance, when the soul is lost
or saved—that is, to take the facts of the Scriptures
and yield to them as spiritual truth. Colens the
First, who was an Lpicurean philosopher, wrote a
treatise against Christianity and was answered by
Origen. This work is in eight volumes., It was
published in Paris, by Vallart, in 1746. In this
work the disputants appealed alternately to these
writings, to the reperts made by the Romans, and
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show clearly that the whole of the Jewish doctrines,
records and all, were then in possession of the
Romans.

Nero refused to believe in these 1hings, which he
might bave done if he had taken the pains to look
into those saered treasures of learning that were on
file in the Senate chamber; but Origen savs Nero was
only moved by ambition, with the love of destrue-
tion before his eves. He never siopped to consider
nor consult the opinions or wishes of others, Here,
again, 1 found an unintentional reference to these
things. Now the reader must remember that the
records were there at that time, for no one disputed
the fact; but in proving the unnecessary hostility
of Nero, Ongen makes mention of these other facts,
showing the records to be in the eity of Rome, how
they came there, and what they taught; that iz, a part
of these rocords were brought from Jerusalem and
were the writings of the Jews and the Romans who
had been officers in the Jewish kingdom by Roman
authorityv, and these were Roman officers, which
made them a part of and responsible to the Roman
covernment. Can any intelligent man believe that
these men would have heen allowed to transact the
business of the Romans and no records be made of
1t in the archives of the government? Such a thing
i5 most absurd. The reader will bear in mind that
government among the Jews, Greeks, and Romans
was much more strictly administered than in this
country, and all sueh records asz referred to the ac-
tions of the courts and the government oflicers had



30 THE ARCHKO VOLUME

to be preserved. I now ask the attention of the
reader to the investigation of the preservation of the
sacred parchments from which come cur Bible.

First, to the works of Benjamin Kennicott, D:D,,
entitled Vetus Testamentum, published in England
in 1780. This is only a' little more than one hun-
dred vears ago. We find that he got from the
Codex of Hillel six hundred manuscripts. When
did this Hillel live? The author of the Codex lived
about one hundred years after the Christian era.
Dr. Kennicott also got sixteen manuscripts from
the Samaritan Pentateuch, Then I ask attention
to John G. Rosenmuller, of 1736, at Leipsic, to
his Librarium, five volumes, also his Scholic Testa-
ment, all from manuscript. Then to Brian Walton,
D.D., barn at Yorkshire in 1600, who published his
polyglot Bible from manuscript (Hebrew). Be-
cause these are pgiven to us by great men, and they
guit our notions, they are never doubted; and it is
too apt to be the case in our ad capiandum, we are
not likely to investigate as closely as we should.
And, again, we are apt to be more inclined to in-
vestigate those things that are suited to our tastes
and Interests; but while certain things are interest-
ing to us we should never forget that there are other
things equally interesting to others; and while we
may he interested only in the sacred histories that
make for our peace, and although the testimony of
our enemies may not be very pleasant to hear, we
should remember that the salvation of others may
depend on such testimony,
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We should not be opposed to any evidence that
may give strength to any subject and thereby re-
dound to good in a general way, specially if this
evidence does not have a tendency to weaken our
faith, If iz so with this book; 1t cannot weaken
the faith of the Christian who have believed without
foreign testimony, but brings strong corroborative
testimony to enable others who are less credulous
than we to believe. Henee in the examination of the
various versions of the Bible and of the manner in
which they were dug up out of the old manuseripts,
from the rubbish of the ancient world, difficulties
are encountered, and others may not believe as
readily as we do. Duranzo, a Greek historian, who
wrote thirty-six volumes in Constantinople at the
close of the seventh and the beginning of the eighth
century, in referring to the progperity of the city
and nation, says, 1 Vol. XIII, page 54, that Con-
stantinople enjoyved educational advantages over all
other cities, and that this was due, to some extent,
to the fact that the Christians, under the instruections
of their Emperor, had gathered and brought there
literature from all parts of the world, and it was
the great seat of learning of the world. On page
128 he refers to a war that was carried on about
the great library that had been brought there by
the Roman Emperor when he embraced Christianity.
Apain he says, that when Mohammed locked up
the great Library he excluded the learned and with
them the wealth of the city. In Vol. XIV, page
17, in speaking of the battle of Tanze, he says it
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was fought over the sacred books that had been
deposited there by the ancient Christians. From
these indirect references 1 discovered there must
be great deposits of sacred literature in these old
libraries. These histories are in the Paris library
for the inspection of anyone.

Notwithstanding the art of printing has a ten-
dency to do away with and supersede the written
Scriptures, yet there are many valuable manuscripts
in existence, some of which are of great value in
the interpretation of the Scriptures.

First, the Hebrew manuscripts. These are either
rolls designed for the use of synagogues, or square
manuscripts, designed for private use. The former
are all on parchment and written with the greatest
care and accuracy. The others are wntten on vellum
Or paper.

Dr, Kennicott says all that are now to be had
were written between the tenth and fourteenth cen-
turies. Of course these were wntten from the origi-
nals; how often they have been rewntten in four-
teen hundred years we cannot say, but we know
there are many opportunities for change. These
manuseripts have been coilated by Dr. Kennicott
and De Rossi, and amount to 1135; but it is more
than probable that as the Jewish rabbis did this
work they may have left out many things that ap-
peared to them contrary.

The next are the (reek. Of these manuseripts
immense numbers still exist. Dr. Holmes has col-
lected 135. Some of these are preserved from the
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fourth ecentury. Of course, these are not the records
that were made when the events they record tock
place.

Now, reader, our present Bible comes from these
manuscripts, The firstt English Bible was pub-
lished by J. Wickliffe in 1360, just ninety vears
before printing was invented. The first Bible
printed in our language was by Wiliam Tindall,
assisted by Miles Cloverdale, in 1526. When Tindall
was executed for heresy by the Catholies, his works
were continued by Cloverdale and John Rogers.
This hook was suppressed time and again, and
reprinted by different parties until it went through
twenty-two different editions. The last was that
which proceeded from the Hampten Court confer-
ence in 1603. There were so many errors in the
Bishop’s Bible that King James's Bible was put on
foot and printed n 1611,

Now suppose we consider the many Bibles pub-
lished by different sects, nations, and individuals, and
all coming from these Ilebrew, Greek, and Latin
manuscripts, The reader must know that the manu-
scripts have gone through many hands. This we
know from the fact that we find Bible manuscripts
stlll in existence, and from these we find Greek
manuseripts, Samaritan manuseripts taken from the
Hebrew, the Spanish manuseripts, the German manu-
scripts, the Italian manuscripts, and many others.
The reader is referred tc the Bodleian Library in
the British Museum, and to the libraries at Leyden,
Paris, and Rome. We 2also have some in America,
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at Philadelphia, in the libraries of the Quakers and
in the library of the Antiquarian Society.

‘The manuseripts of the Hebrew Bible were com-
piled in the second century. But ibey never were
translated till a. po. 607, by Bishop Adhelm, under
the direction of King Alfred. There were & number
of parts of these Ilebrew manuseripts translated
in the second century in the Arabic language. It
was printed for the Propaganda at Rome, in 1671,
in three volumes. The Armenian version was made
in the fourth century of the Christian era by Miesrob
and Isaac, and printed at Amsterdam by Uskin, an
Armenian bishop, who was charged by his enemieg
with following the Vulgate. It was printed at Con-
stantinaple in 1709; at Venice in 1805. The Coptic
New Testament was published by Wiikins at Ox-
ford, 1716.

The Vulgate is an ancient manuseript, taken from
the Hebrew and translated into the Latin in the
second century; also one of the Greek and cne of
the Syriac, These are all of the same date, Thig
Vuigate in the Latin was used in Africa. The
Church at Rome was under Greek control at this
time and rejected the Latin Vulgate, and used what
wasg called at that time the Vedus Latina, or old
Latin. This 1s the history of Tertullian, Vol. I,
page 202,

In the fourth century Jerome tells us there was
another translation of the Vulgate, under the in-
struction of St. Aupustine, and 8t. Jerome recom-
mends this in the highest terms. About the fith
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century there was another translation made, which
is called the Codex, in the Latin language., There
was one at Alexandria, one in the Vatican, and one
at Sinal. Parts of these are preserved in the British
Museum. They were presented to King Charles by
Cyril Luear, who was patmarch at Constantinople
and had been patriarch at Alexandria, and brought
these books with him. The Codex of Sinai is in the
Greek, and is the same that Dr. Tischendori found
and was declared by the scholars of Leipsic to have
been written in the fourth century.

In the year 748 of the Roman Empire and 330 of
the Christian era Constantine the Great removed
his seat of empire from Rome to Byzantium, and
took with him all the records of the Chnistians to
that eity, as will be shown in a letter from him in
this book in regard to having the Holy Seriptures
in manuseript, and baving fifty volumes bound and
kept on deposit. When Mohammed took possession
of Constantinople he had ftoo much respect for
these sacred scrolls to let them be destroyed, but had
them all nicely cased and deposited in the St.
Sophia Mosque., History informs us of the dreadful
struggle that took place between the Greeks and
Romans over the sacred parchments in the days of
the Crusades; and it seems to us that Divine
Providence has had something to do with the
preservation of these sacred writings. These scrolls
look more hike rolls of narrow carpel wound round
a windlass than anything else. But as I have de-
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seribed them elsewbere I will not attempt a further
deseription here.

Another question arises in the mind of the reader,
and that is: IHow was it possible for these writings
to be preserved so long? I answer that there are
many works much older than tbese in existence.
Homer is 900 years older. Why not these? Another
reason why these writings have not heen brought
before the world is that no man has searched for
these chronicles as I have done. After getting hold
of Acte Pilati as I did, accidentally, 1 made the
investigation of these questions my special business
for ten vears—corresponding with many historians
and scholars, sending for all the books that eould
instruet me on these great questions, engaging two
expert scholars, Drs. Melntosh, of Seotland, and
Twyman, of England, and going to the eity of Rome,
paying our way through the Vatican, and then to
Constantinople, where we examined those ancient
records, sparing neither time nor expense to acquire
a knowledge of them. Then it may be asked again:
May not I be deceived? May not these men have
tmposed upon me? To this T would say: That is
impossible, Then it might be argued: Might not
these writings have been manufactured te make
money out of 7 If so, it was a poor business, for this
15 the first and only book ever produced from them.
It certainly was a bad speculation on their part.
But one says: Did not Gregeory IX. bumn twenty
cartloads of these Talmuds? Who says so but a
Jewish rabbi? If he did, they were the Talmuds
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of Babylon, and not those of Jerusalem? There
is no body of Christians stronger adherents of Jesus
Christ than the Roman Catholics. Why should
they want to burn the Talmuds of Jerusalem, which
were so full of the doctrines and historical events
that are so near and dear to them? No man could
go into the Vatiean library without a guard over
bim, who watches himn closely, so that he cannot
move a leaf or change a word or letter of anything
that is there. If they will not consent io even the
slightest change, 1t i1s not probable they would burn
their works. Men from all over the world are there.
Often when we crossed the Tiber, before it was
fairly light, there were a thousand strangers between
us and St. Peter's gate, waiting to be admitted at
the opening of the gate that leads into the Vatican,

One more evidence to the reader: There are at
least five hundred quotations made from the Sanhe-
drim and Talmuds of the Jews by men who have
denied their existence. Now I call attention to his-
tory, and I will give the name and page, so that all
can read for themselves.

First: Rabbi Akiba, a reformed Jewish priest,
Vol. 1., page 22, quotes from Celsus, an enemy of
the Chureh. He says there was a dreadful earth-
guake at the time Jesus was crucified, and that the
mist that arose from 1t covered the earth for three
hours. On page 28 he says that Jesus was the son
of Mary; that he was the founder of the sect called
Christians, On page 48 he says Jesus was crucified
on the eve of the Passover. He gives extracls from
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the apostles, and never denies in a single instance,
but admits their genuineness. Ie quotes the books,
and makes extracts from the names they bear. e
makes particular mention of his incarnation, of his
being born of a virgin, of his being worshipped by
the Magi; of his flight into Egypt; of the massacre
of the infants of Bethlehem. On page 52 he speaks
of his baptism by John and the descent of the Holy
Spirit in the form of a dove, and of the voice that
was heard out of heaven. He speaks of the miracles
done by Jesus, and never doubts the faets in any
instanee, but attributes them to the art of necro-
mancy he had learned in Egypt. But did the
reader ever hear of a thaumaturgist producing a
descent of the Holy Spirit or causing voices to
be bheard from the heavens? Such absurdities are
not spoken of except when they are urged against
the Christian religion.

Aretas, one of the kings of Arabia, who wag a
philosopher as well as a king, in speaking of the
laws of nature {Vol. VII, page 14), says that Jesus
of Judea was a philosopher above the laws of na-
ture; that he controlled all the elements of nature
with almighty power; that the winds, thunders, and
lightnings obeyed him; and speaks of these facts as
being so common that it would be folly to dispute
them,

Justin says, in Vol. II, page 42, that the several
Roman governors in their respective provinces made
reports of the important events that oceurred in their
jurisdiction, and they were spread on the senatorial
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dockets at Rome, We find in this same work, page
128, that he appealed to Antoninus and the Senate
for clemency for the Christians, and after referring
to their many virtues, and to Christ as their Jeader,
added: “And that these things are so, 1 refer you
to the records of the Senate made by Pontius Pilate
and others in his day.” The learned Tertullian, in
his Apology for Christianity, about the wvear 200,
after speaking of our Saviour’s Crucifixion and
Resurrection, and his appearance to the disciples,
and ascension into heaven in the sight of the same
disciples, who were ordained by him to spread the
gospel over the world, thus proceeds: “Of all these
things relating to Christ, Pilate himself, in hig con-
science already a Christian, sent an account to Tibe-
rius, then Emperor.” The same writer in the same
apology thus relates the proceedings of Tiberius on
receiving this information: “There was an anecient
decree that no one should be received for a deity
unless he was first approved by the Senate. Tibe-
rius, in whose time the Christian name (or religion)
had its rise, having received from Palestine, in Syria,
an account of such things as confirmed the truth of
his (Christ’s) divinity, proposed to the Senate that
he ghould be enrclled among the Roman gods, and
gave his own prerogative vote in favor of the mo-
tion; but the Senate, without whose consent no deifi-
cation could take place, rejected it hecause the
Emperor himself had declined the same honor.
Nevertheless, the Emperor persisted in his opinion,
and threatened punishment to the accusers of the
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Christians.” Search your own commentaries {or pub-
lic writings), you will there find that Nero was the
first who raged with the imperial sword against this
sect, then rising most at Rome (Horn’s Introduction,
Vol. I, page 82).

Now, I would ask, if thcre were no such records
there, would these men have made such appeals?
And if they were there, could such things be forged
and palmed off on the Roman Senate? It seems
to me to ask the question is enough, Now, i any
man will trace out these things he will find that I
have as much reason for believing the genuineness
of the contents of this book, as I have to believe the
genuineness of the Seriptures, looking at the question
from & human standpoint. First, you must know
that the manuscript from which this book was taken
has not gone through so many translations nor been
put In so many different languages, from the fact
that it 18 not to be found in another language; and,
secondly, there was no necessity for it, and as to this
being forged there was no occasion for that, from
the fact it favors no religions denomination, it ad-
vocates the tenets of no religious sect. Now I am
convinced there was such a man as Herod Anti-
pater, and I know that he could not kill all the
male children in a c¢ity without giving reasons for
it, and there must have been more or less record
made of it. I am convinced there was such a man
as Herod Antipas, and I know he dare not behead
such a man as John the Baptist is represented to
be, without a trial, without having to account to
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some court. I know that Pilate was a Roman
officer, and his actions were watched closely and
all his public acts had to be recorded wupon the
Roman dockets,

I do not see why these records should have been
destroyed. 1 am convinced the Jews at that day
were lgoking for a Redeemer, and when the great
excitement was reported at Bethlehem it would be
not unreasonable that the Jews should make an in-
vestigation of the matter; and, again, I know if the
Seriptures are true Mary was subject to the death-
penalty unless she could satisfactorily prove her inno-
cetice. I was convinced the Jews must have looked
into this matter, and that it would be found recorded
somewhere, I knew that if there were such a man
as they represented Jesus to be, he could not be tried
in the high priest’s court and condemned to death,
and executed by the Roman authorities, unless there
were some record made of 1t by both the Jews and
Romans. Here we bave the whole of these records,
and why are they not true? They comport with
the Bible; they are just the records we should ex-
pect from the Scriptures; they were made or dated
at the right time; they came from the place where
these records were made; they were written in the
same language that was used at that time., Now,
if all this is so, why are they not true?

I offer this book to the public feeling assured it
can do no harm to anvone or to any church, but
that it will! be read by thousands with great inter-
est, and will convince the infidel of the truth of the
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Beriptures. As Dr. Miller observed: “This book
never was needed until now, and it is hke all
Cod’s providences, always brought out at the right
time.” Another minister wrote to say he “was more
than delighted;” it was like calling up the dead;
all the circumstances of Calvary were brought
vividly before him, and when he read Caiaphas’s
second report he both wept and rejoiced. Such is
the testimony of almost everyone who reads it.

In an extract from a private letter to the Bruns-
wicker Dr. Rubin says:

“I saw, while in the Vatican at Rome last week,
Dr. W. D. Mahan, of Boonville, Mo,, Drs. Meln-
tosh and Twyman, of Scotland, with a number of
clerks, both readers and scribes, going through these
vld manuseripts and serolls that have been lying
there for hundreds, yea, thousands of years; they
seem to be men of great age and learning, and well
qualified for their business, They were going next
week to Constantinople to go through the records
of the Banhedrim and the zncient Talmuds of the
Jews, Their object is to bring out a new book as a
supplement to Acta Pilaii. 1 am satisfied, irom the
character of the men and the nature of the book, it
will prove to be one of the most interesting books
ever presented to the Christian world, from the fact
that all the works on archaeology have been written
in such a style that but very few could read and
understand them.”
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Constantinople, Turkey, October 16, 1883.

To THE ProrLi of NORTH AMERICA.

Dear Friexps: I take pleasure in addressing
you this letter, as I feel assured I am doing a good
wark for my Father who 35 in heaven, Then,
friends, permit me to say to you that I was intro-
duced to my friend, W. D. Mahan, of Boonvile,
Mo.,, by my friends of Leipsic, Germany. [ en-
gaged to meet him in Paris, France, and when he
showed me his plans and the subjects that he
wanted, and showed me his notes of reference, the
names of others, and books that he had been hunt-
ing for ten years, I became satisfled that if we could
succeed he would bring out one of the best books
ever offered to the Christian world except the Bible.
We repaired to the Vatican at Rome, received per-
migsion to examine the greatest library in the world,
and to my astonishment the first thing we called for
was brought to hand in a short time. I mean
Pilate's reports, which were more than satisfactory.
The next were the Sepale’s records respecting the
investigation of Herod Antipater's conduct at Beth-
lehem, and Herod Antipas on various charges (one
of which was the execution of John the Baptist),
the Hillel letters, and the Shammai laws, We then
proceeded to Constantinople and went through the
records of the Sanhedrim and Talmuds of the Jews
that were carried there and preserved by Constan-
tine in the year 3237. Here we found Melker’s
letter (who was priest at Bethlehem at the fime
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that Jesus of Nazareth was born) in respect to the
prophecy concerning the birth of Jesus, which 1s
very deep and profound. Next we came upon the
report of Gamaliel, who was sent by the Sanhedrim
to interrogate Joseph and Mary concerming the
child Jesus, which will prove to be one of the most
interesting subjects that was ever read by man.
Then the next thing we found was the report of
Cailaphas to the Sanhedrim. When read it will
awaken the minds of men and give a very different
view of this matter to what we have had.

After we had finished the report, Brother Mahan
insisted that we should unwind the seroll further,
and in doing so we found his second report, which
caused us 1o weep like children, and we both thanked
God that we continued the search. We also found
many strange historical items, such as will be of
great interest to the world at this time. And as
Brother Mahan is going to publish his book in
America, 1 can most heartily recommend it,

M. MclnTosm,

Market Place, City of Rome, Italy.

Dear WiFe: It seems long since 1 left home,
but God is here as well as in America, and it is
my chief delight to report you and the children to
his throne of mercy daily. 1 was landed at Mar-
seilles, Franee, after twelve days out from New York.
We had a splendid trip, all but the first two days.
We left New York in a gale, and I must confess
I was wvery much alarmed; it seemed to me the
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water was much higher all around us than where
the ship was. That made it more frightful, for it
looked as if the ship sunk or was sinking for the first
two days. She was sometimes on her end, then on
her side, and then would seem to turn almost over;
but every tilt she made I prayed St. Peter's praver.
I think I did more praying the first two days than T
had done in two years, But the second day 1 be-
gan to ¢ast up my acecunts, not with my Maker, nor
with my ecreditors, but with my stomach. 1 was
awful sick.

Captain Stikes said the storm in starting out made
it much worse on us than it would have been if the
weather had been clear and calm, but the third day
the sca began to culm, and so did my stomach. I
was able 10 go out in the evening, but we were still
going up hill; we had no further trouble all the
way, but after three or four davs it looked ag if T
would never get cnough 1o eat. Our fare was
poor, much more so than on the English line;
so 1 was told by men that had travelled both
lines, 1 shall return by another route. 1 met
Dr. MclIntosh at St. Elgin walting for me, He is
one of the nieest old men and one of the finest
scholars I ever met. 1 feel ashamed in his presence,
though he is so grand and noble he can hide my
own defects from me better than I can myself. He
was very much surprised when I showed bhim my
notes of reference, Ile did not see how 1 couid get
hold of these things so far away. We found Dr.
Twyman and bis men at the Vatican, and we are
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working bravely. The very first thing the guard
brought was Acta Piluti; the Doctor was delighted
when he saw it. We have two guards; one brings
the articles as we call for them; the other sits and
watches to see that the books and parchments are not
mutilated. Toeday was the day of the Pope’s holy
auditory. We were taken in by the guard, and I
must confess I never had such feelings in all my life.
The room is, I suppose, three hundred feet or more
square; there must have been ten or twelve hun-
dred in the congregation, all men, mostly priests
and officers. The Pope is a venerabie old man, I
saw mnothing different in his dress from any other
priest; nothing gaudy about him. He sang the mass
in the pure old Latin language; his voice was clear
and sweet. After he was through quite a number
of the priests came and knelt at his feet. He laid
his hands gently on each of their heads and pro-
nounced a blessing, but they did not kiss his great
toe. I mnever saw as solemn a congregation in
my life; in fact, it would be impossible for a man
to be otherwise in that room., The dome of this
rcom surpasses all the sights my eyes ever beheld;
it contains hundreds of windows in the form of
eyes with golden lids and lashes, all emitting
rays of light of various colors. They seemed so
natural I thought I could almost see themn wink.
They are to represent the all-seeing eye. These
eyes are the light of the room. The scene of mag-
nificence beggars description, There are too many
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things to be described. A man will have a higher
appreciation of the Catholic Church, where he sces
her enthroned in the hearts of this great chureh, and
I shall ever have a different feeling toward them from
what I have had. We have all the text-books we
need, Buxtorf, Gesenius, Laportees, and others. We
will get through in the Vatican in a few days. We
will leave Dr. Twyman and three clerks here, as we
find the Hillelite letters and Shemiate and Abta-
lian laws here in book-form. They will transiate
such parts of them as we want and send them to
me; they will come in a roll. If they come before
I get home, take special care of them. Dr. Mecln-
tosh and I, with one elerk, will go to Constantinople
in a day or two. The Doctor has been there, and
he thinks he will find all that I want in the St So-
phia Library. He says the twenty cartloads of
Talmuds that history tells us were burned by
Gregory IX. were the Talmuds of Babylon, but the
Talmuds of Jerusalem are all safe, and so are the
records of the Jerusalem Sanhedrim; that these
documents were carried there by Counstantine, If
so, that is ali T want. The Doctor thinks it will
be one of the most important books ever brought
before the public, except the Bible, as it would give
the pros and cons of the outside world at that time.
But I have so many things I would like to say and
it is now after 1 o'eclock A. M. As to home affairs,
1 am too far off to say anything more, besides 1
have all confidence in your judgment. I think now
that I wili be at home by the 10th or 15th of De-
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cember, and I shall wnte no more unless something
happens. May God bless you; farewell.
W. D. Maman.

Columbia, Mo., January 25, 1887,

This is to certify that I am well acquainted with
the Rev. W. D, Mahan, of Boonville, Mo. I have
known him well for a number of vears, having spent,
several months at his house at different times. I
wag at his house in Boonville, Mo., shortly after
his return (as he then stated to me) from Rome and
Constantinople. I gave hirn some assistance in re-
copying some of his manuvsenpts for his book, I
saw, examined, and to some extent assisted in ar-
ranging the various subjects and chapters in his
book.

Judging from the handwriting of said manu-
scripts, there must have been two or more persons
engaged mm writing them, as there was a distinet
difference in the handwriting, I was impressed at
the time with the belief, from the writing and
spelling, that the parties were of foreign birth and
education.

I have no interest in this matter, and make the
above statement at the request and in justice to the
Rev. W. D. Mahan, as an old and valued friend.

J. B. Dovgrass.

Personally appeared before me, a notary publie,
within and for the county of Boome, and State of
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Missouri, General J. B. Douglass, to me well known,

and made affidavit to the foregoing certificate.
Witness my hand and notarial seal hereto affixed

at Columbia, Moa., this 25th day of January a. b.

18%7. Frawnk D. Evans,

Notary Public.

State of Missouri, County of Cogper, ss.

Be it known that on this, the 12th day of Janu-
ary, A. 0. 1887, personally came before me, the under-
signed, clerk of the Cireuit Court of Cooper County,
m the State of Missouri, John 8, McFarland, well
known to me to be a reputable citizen of the city of
Boonville, Mo., who, being by me first duly sworn,
on his oath says: I have been personally acquainted
with Rev. W. D, Mahan for sixteen years or more,
and have always found him to be honorable and
trustworthy, and a very useful minister in the
Church to which he belonged. To my knowledge
he was for some time previous to 1883 engaged in
preparing himself for a trip to Europe, and that in
the fall of 1883 bhe took leave of his family and
friends and started for the eities of Rome and Con-
stantinople {o investigate those old records that he
said he had found was there on archzology. After
he had been gone some time his wife received 2 let-
ter from him dated at Rome, Italy, I did not see
the postmarks on the letter, but understood it was
from Rome.

After some months Mr. Mahan returned and
brought quite a lot of manusecripts with him, some
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of which he read to me, and which were very inter-
esting. These are as near the facts in ibe case as I

can remember at this tune.
Joun S, McFARLAND.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, on this the
12th day of January, 1887,
Witness my hand and official seal,
CHarLEs A, Hovux,
Clerk of Circuit Court of Cooper County, Mo.
By H, A. HurcHiNsoN.

State of Missouri, County of Cooper, ss.

Be it known that on this 12th day of January,
A. D. 1887, personally came before me, the under-
signed, clerk of the Cireuit Court of Cooper County,
in the State of Missouri, R. W. Whitlow and W. G.
Pendleton, composing the firm of Whitlow & Pen-
dleton, real estate and loan agents, of the city of
Boonville, in said county, who, being by me first
duly sworn, on their oaths say: We have known
the Rev. W. D. Mahsn, of Boonville, Mo., for a
period of more than ten years. He came to our
office in the fall of 1883 and told us he was going
to Rome with a view to collect materials for a book
which he intended to write, and that he had not
sufficient money to defray the expenses of the trip;
at his request we loaned him two hundred dollars.
Shortly afterward Mr. Mahan disappeared from
Boonville, and it was a considerable while before
we again met him here at Boonville, when he in-
formed us he bhad made the trip to Romme, Italy,
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during the time of his disappearance. A letier pur-
porting to have been written by the said Mahan to
his wife from Rome, Italy, was published in a news-
paper at Boonville, Mo. Soon after Mr, Mahan
reappeared at Boonville he published and eircu-
lated his book. Of course we did not follow him to
see him at Rome, but the foregoing are the facts
within our knowledge,

R. E. WaITLOW,

W. G. PENDLETON,

Attorneys-at-Law,

Subscribed and sworn to before me, on this the
12th day of January, 1887,
CHarLes A, Houx,
Clerk of Circuit Court, Cooper County, Mo.



CHAPTER IL

A BHORT SEETCH OF THE TALMUDS

Tur Hebrew word lamod signifies “to teach,”
and to “teach by example.” The word example
is abways understood. To teach—this is what is
meant by tradition. It means that{ the child learns
from its father. From this word we get the word
talmud.

We also have the word shanoh, which means ‘“to
learn,” and gamor, which means “having learned or
having ceased to learn.” The Talmuds are written
on parchment or papyrus. The seroll is about twenty
inches wide, and wound around a roller. From
these Talmuds there have been many books written
by the Jewish rabbis.

The most important is the Mishna. Iis name in-
dicates what it is—the Law. It contains the laws
of all nations, or a part of the laws of the various
nations of the earth, such as the Jewish Sanhedrim
thought were compatible with the laws of God. Iis
prineipal teachings are what we would call the moral
law of God——that is to say, anything is right if God
says it is right, and this is the only reason why it is
right. This work has been the great reference-book
for the Jewish rabbis in all ages. It was translated

(62)
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and compiled by Hillel, and 1s a very useful book
for scholars.

The next in point of value is the Tosephta. This
word in the Hebrew means “treatment,” and con-
taing mainly the ritual of the temple service. It is
a very extensive work, and is really a regulator of
human life, containing the dealings of husband and
wife, parent and child, master and pupil; in fact,
it enters into ail the details of life with such thought-
fulness and in such a beautiful style that it should
be excecdingly interesting to the young. It cer-
tainly contains the finest system of meorals in the
world.

Then comes the Mechilta, which mmeans “govern-
ment” in the Hebrew language. This book tells
of the organization of the Sanhedrim and its powers
—both the greater and the less, the greater to be
composed of seventy and the less of twenty-four,
These two legislative bodies had jurisdiction of the
whole of the Jewish commonwesalth. Although they
possessed great power, it was not absolute, There
was an other court that exercised the highest author-
ity of the nation. That was the court of elders and
priests. This court consisted of twelve men, and its
chairman was the high priest. It decided all appeals,
and could not be appealed from., This is the court
that tried Jesus of Nazareth; and although it was
a court of appesls, it had exclusive jurisdiction of
capital crimes,

I will give the form of a trial of an aecused in
this eourt, as it is given in Mechilta. At the time
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that Jesus was tried by this court the Jewish govern-
ment had been deprived of its executive power.
This was one of the concessions in the capitulation
to Augustus Cmsar. At this time the Roman Em-
peror’s consent had to be obtained, though he had
to use the Jewish soldiers; for the Romans had only
one hundred soldiers at Jerusalem. They were con-
tinually engaged in war, and needed all their soldiers
at home. When an accused person was brought be-
fore this court of the high priests, they held a pre-
[iminary trial, in order, if possible, to force a plea.
Ii they could not, the accused was sentenced and
then sent to the Roman authority, or governor, for
his approval. The accused was then remanded to
the high priest, and from him to the Sanhedrim, with
the charges written out and the names of the wit-
nesses by which they had been proved. If they ap-
proved the decision of the high priest, the prisoner
was sent back to the high priest for his final trial.
This court of twelve men was required by the Jew-
ish law to fast and pray one whole day before the
trial commenced; they were then required to bring
the urim and thummim out of the holy place where
they were kept, and to place them before the high
priest. The high priest was elosely veiled, so that no
one could see him, thus representing God deing his
work. Then there was what was called the lactees,
consisting of two men, one of whom stood at the
door of the court with a red flag in his band, and
the other sat on a white horse some distance on the
road that led to the place of execution. KEach of
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these men continually cried the name of the eriminal,
his crime, and who were the witnesses, and called
upon any person who knew anything in his favor to
come forward and testify. After the testimony was
taken the eleven men cast lots or voted, and their
decision was shown to the high priest, As he was
too holy to act by himself, but only as the mouth-
piece of God, he went up to a basin or a ewer, as it
is called by them, and washed his hands in token of
the innocence of the court, thus testifying that the
eriminal’s own action had brought condemnation on
himself. As soon as the soldiers saw this, they took
the man to the place of execution, and there stoned
him till he was dead. Nof one of them was allowed
to speak, not even to whisper, while the execution
was going on. Nothing was heard but the pelting
of stones and the shricks of the criminal, To my
mind this would be & most awful mode of death, and
one that would be likely to deter others from commit-
ting crime.

Now, I ask the reader to consider the mode of a
Roman execution, and see what a beautiful chain of
divine Providence is brought out in the execution of
Jesus of Nazareth. There was a law in the criminal
code of the Romans, enacted by Meeleesen, a philos-
opher by nature, who taught that if a man was ac-
cused of a erime and was tried and found not guilty
he should he publicly chastised. His reasons were
that the man had acted improperly—so mueh so that
he had created suspicion. This would seem to give
license t¢ an enemy to work mischief. But the same



56 THE ARCHK(O VOLUME

phiiosopher had a remedy at hand, and that was, that
any man who accused another and failed f{o prove
it by two withesses should suffer the punishment the
other would have suffered had he been proven guilty.
After the whipping wag over, the Roman officer
washed his hands, thereby declaring that the actfions
of the man had produced his own chastisement,
Thus, after Pilate had Jesus scourged he washed his
hands, forever clearing the Roman government of the
blood of Christ. The reader must remember that the
soldiers who brought Jesus from the court of the high
priest were Jewish soldiers. They were acquainted
with the Jewish custom of washing the hands to
condemn. Hence, when they saw Pilate wash his
hands they took it for granted that Jesus was to die.
One might say that this would relieve the actors of
responsibility in this matter., DBut if a man seeks to
injure me, and I by my sagacity avert the injury he
intended and change it into a blessing, would that
change the guilty intention of the first party?

We also learn from the Mechiia that the Jewish
commonwealth was divided into districts, such as
Palestine, Galilee, Judea, and so on. Kach of these
states bad its courts and legislatures, presided over
by a high priest. This is the reason we have so many
high priests spoken of in the New Testament history.
These states were subdivided into smaller divisions,
each of which was presided over by a magistrate
who was an ofliciating priest. If any one will read
the Mechilta, he will clearly see the government of
the United States of North America; and as the
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laws of the Jewish nation were all dictated by the
God of heaven, we should appreciate them the more.

The Saphra means, in the Hebrew language, “cor-
ner-stone or foundation rock,” which goes to show
that all theze laws were founded upon God’s word or
authority. This 18 quite an extended work, and is
full of guotations from the various works of the
ancient world., I would love to read this earefully
for a year and give extracts to the people. 1 am
sure that this little volume will so stir American
scholars that these things will be brought before the
reading world. But I would advise whoever does it
not to trugt to the printed copies of the Jewish
rabbis, but go as I did to the original manuscript
at Bvzantium and get it as it was written by its
author,

One more book I must call attention to, that is,
the Siphri. 'This is more of a chromological and
biographical work than anything else, and is by far
the most valuable work of them all. It gives the
history of the great events of all of them, and men-
tions the names of all the actors of those events, giv-
ing a detailed account of the birth, lineage, deaths,
as well as all the wise savings of such men as Abra-
ham, Joshua, Moses, David, Solomon, and many
others, I would likke to give many extracts from
this work. They would be of deep interest to the
American people, as well as of great benefit to the
young and rising generation. There 1s one extract
I must give. It will be read with great interest by
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows In America:



58 THE ARCHKO VOLUME

“Jacob had twelve sons; and when he saw that
there were strife and dissatisfaction among them, he
went and got him twelve sticks, and when he had
bound them together with strong bands, he gave
them to his eldest son, and asked him to break them.
He tried, but could not. Then he gave them fo the
next, and so on until each one down to the youngest
had tried to break them. And when they had all
failed, the father took the bundle of sticks and untied
them, He gave one to the eldest and told him to
break 1t. He did so. And then he gave one to the
next, and so on, till alt the sticks were broken, and
each one had done his part. And Jacob said, ‘Now,
my sons, you must learn two lessons from this: The
first lesson is, what neither one of you could do, you
all combined can do; and the second lesson is, when
vou are all bound together you cannot be broken!’”

Besides these there are the Pesikta and Midrasham.
These are all full of interesting items, sermons and
extracts of sermons, and wise sayings of great men of
all ages, the decisions of the great Sanhedrim on
peints of law and doctrine, and many other guestions
of great importance, and would be of deep interest to
the readers of this day. Now, the reader must bear
in mind that these several books that has been
noticed are all taken from the Talmud of the San-
hedrim, which was made at Jerusalem. These books
were compiled by Hillel the Second, soon after the
destruction of the holy city, and were made so that
if the scrolls should be destroyed they might be pre-
served in these. After these, other transiations were
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made to relieve the necessity of the Jews in their dis-
persed conditions, such as the Nagad, Kikhd, Mid-
rash, and so on. But, remember, all these works were
compiled from the original Taimuds by the Jewish
priests, who, of course, would leave out everything
that had a tendency to favor the Chrnstian religion.
In all such works we need not expect to find any-
thing about Jesus of Nazareth, But this by no
means proves that such records are not to bhe found.
We must go to the onginal serolls, and there we
may expect to get the truth, as the following work
will show. Therefore let the reader read and judge
for himself,



CHAPTER IIL

CONSTANTINE'S LETTER IN REGARD TO HAVING FIFTY
COPIES OF THE BCRIPTURES WERITTEN AND BOUND

IT is known that the Roman Emperor, Constantine,
who was converted to the Christian religion, had fifty
copies of the Scriptures made and placed in the public
library for preservation. Some historian has said that
they were so large it took two men to open one of them,
While in Constantinople I found ene of these volumes
nicely cased, marked with the Emperor’s name and
date upon it, To me it was a great curiosity. 1
got permission with a little bachsach, as they call
money, to look through it. It was wrntten on hieo-
tike, which is the finest of parchment, in large, bold,
Latin characters, quite easy to read. As far as I
read it had many abbreviations of our present S¢rip-
tures, but the facts, sense, and sentences arc as full,
and, if anything, more complete than our English
version. I judge 1t to be about two and a half by
four feet square, and two feet thick. Tt is well bound,
with & gold plate, twelve by sixteen inches, on the
front, with a cross and a man hanging on the cross,
with the inscription, “Jesus, the Son of God, cruci-
fied for the sins of the world.” If the Revision Com-
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mittee had examined and published this work, tbey
might have said they were giving the world some-
thing new; but so far as we examined we saw noth-
ing cesentially different from our present Bible, Con-
stantine’s letter is on the first page, which we fran-
scribed. The historian will remember that in the
Life of Constantine (written by Fusebius Pamphili,
Bishop of Cmesarea, who served him only a few years)
Euscbius writes as follows: “Ever mindful of the
welfare of thoze churches of God, the Emperor ad-
dressed me personally in a letter on the means of
providing copies of the inspired oracles.” His letter,
which related to providing copies of the Seriptures
for reading in the churehes, was to the following
purport:

“Victor Constantine Mammus Augustus fo Euse-
fius: It happens through the favoring of God our
Saviour, that great numbers have united themselves
to the most holy church in this eity, which 15 called
by my name. It seems, therefore, highly requisite,
since the city 18 rapidly advancing in prosperity in
all other respects, that the number of churches should
also be mcreased, Do wyou, therefore, recelive with
all readiness my determination on this hehalf. I
have thought it expedient {o instruet your Prudence
to order fifty copies of the sacred Seripturcs, the
provisions and use of which you know to be most
needful for the instruction of the churches, to be
written on prepared parchment, in a legible manner,
and in a commodious and portable form, by tran-
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seribers thoroughly practised in their art. The pro-
curator of the diocese has also received instructions
by letter from our Clemency to be careful to furnish
all things necessary for the preparation of such
copies, and it will be for you to take special care
that they be completed with as little delay as possible.
You have authority, alse in virtue of this letter, to
use twa of the public carriages for their conveyance,
by which arrangement the copies, when fairly writ-
ten, will most easily be forwarded for my personal
inspection, and one of the deacons of your church
may be intrusted with this service, who, on his ar-
rival here, shall experience my liberality, God pre-
serve you, beloved brother.”

Now this was done about three hundred and
twenty-seven years after the great questions were
started, and omly about two hundred and seventy
years after the last apostle was dead. Suppose some
one should wnte a book denying that such a man as
Washington ever lived; that there never was a revo-
lution of the United States against the King of Eng-
land; what would people say of him? The children
of this country would rise up and show him to be
false. Then suppose there never was such a man as
Jesus Christ; that he never was born at Bethlehem;
that he never had any disciples; that they never
organized a Christian Church; and suppose someone
should say there was no persecution of the Chnstian
Church for two bundred years; what would you
think of a king doing such a thing as making the
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above-described books? Remember, too, that noth-
ing was written n those days but the most impor-
tant affairs of life, because only a few men ecould
write, and the means of writing were limited. Now,
the existence of these writings was never denied for
twelve to fourteen hundred vears afterward. Their
intent and spirituality may have been denied, but
the facts never were. Now whbat ought we to think
of a man who would deny events that occurred two
thousand years ago, that were recorded in the rec-
ords of kings and historical writers, when he had
not one single record to prove it? How can he know
that such records are false? He would have no his-
tory, no records of those days to prove it; and if
they were false, is 1t not reasonable to think that
they would have been proved so then?



CHAPTER 1V.

JONATHAN'S INTERVIEW WITH THE BETHLEHEM SHEP-
HERDS—LETTER OF MELKER, PRIEST OF THE SYNA-
GOGUE AT EETHLEHEM

Sanhedrim, 88 B. By R. Jose. Order No. 2.

JonarHAN, son of Heziel, questions the shepherds
and others at Bethlechem in regard to the strange
circumstances reperted to have occurred there, and
reports to this court:

“Jonathan to the Masters of Israel, Servants of the
True (Fod: In cbedience to your order, I met with
two men, who said they were shepherds, and were
watching their flocks near Bethlehem., They told
me that while attending to their sheep, the mnight
being cold and chilly, some of them had made fires
to warm themselves, and some of them had laid down
and were asleep; that they were awakened by those
who were keeping watch with the questions: ‘What
does all this mean? Behold, how light it is:’ that
when they were aroused it was light as day. But
they knew it was not daylight, for it was only the
third watch. All at once the air seemed to be filled
with human voices, saying, ‘Glory! Gloty! Glory
to the most high God!’ and ‘Happy are thou, Beth-
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lehem, for God hath fulfilled His promise to the
fathers; for in thy chambers is born the King that
shall rule in righteousnes.’ Their shoutings would
rise up in the heavens, and then would sink down in
mellow strains, and roll along at the foot of the
mountains, and die away in the most soft and musical
manner they had ever heard; them it would begin
again high up in the heavens, in the very vaults of
the sky, and descend in sweet and melodious strains,
so that they could not refrain fromm shouting and
weeping at the same time. The light would seem to
burst forth high up in the heavens, and then descend
in softer rays and light up the hills and wvalieys,
making everything more visible than the light of
the sun, though it was not so brilliant, but clearer,
like the brightest moon. I asked them how they felt
—if they were not afraid; they sald at first they
were; but after awhile it seemed to caim their gpirits,
and so fill their hearts with love and {ranguillity that
they felt more like giving thanks than anything else.
They said it was around the whole city, and some
of the people were almost scared to death. Some
said the world was on fire; some said the gods were
coming down to destroy them; others said a star
had fallen; until Melker the priest eame out shout-
ing and clapping his hands, seeming tc be frantie
with Joy. The people all came crowding around
him, and he told them that it was the sign that God
was coming to fulfil His promise made to their father
Abraham. He told us that fourteen hundred years
hefore God had appeared to Abraham, and told him
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to put all Israe! under bonds—eacred bonds of obedi-
ence; and if they would be faithful, he would give
them a Saviour to redeem them from sin, and that he
would give them eternal life, and that they should
hunger no more; that the time of their suffering
should cease forever; and that the sign of his coming
would be that light would shine from on high, and the
angels would announce his coming, and their voices
should be heard in the city, and the people should re-
joice: and a virgin that was pure should travail in
pain and bring forth her lirstborn, and he should rule
all flesh by sanctifying it and making it obedient,
After Meclker had addressed the people in a loud
voice, he and all the old Jews went into the synagogue
and remained there praising God and giving thanks.

“I went to see Melker, who related to me much
the same as the shepherds had reported. He told
me that he had lived in India, and that his father
had been priest at Antioch; that he had studied the
sacred scrolls of God all his life, and that he knew
that the time bad come, from signs given, for God
to visit and save the Jews from Roman oppression
and from their sing; and as evidence he showed me
many quotations on the tripod respecting the matter,

“He sald that next day three strangers from sa
great distance called on him, and they went in search
of this young child; and they found him and lus
mother in the mouth of the cave, where there was a
shed projeeting out for the sheltering of sheep; that
his mether was married to a man named Joseph, and
ghe related to them the history of her child, saying
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that an angel had visited her, and told her that she
should have a son, and she should call him Jesus,
for he should redeem his people from their sins; and
ke should call her blessed forever more,

“Whether this is true or not remains to be proved
in the future. There have been so many impostors
in the world, so many babes born under pretended
miracles, and all have proved to be a failure, that
this one may be false, this woman only wishing to
hide her shame or court the favor of the Jews.

“Y am informed that she will be tried by our law,
and, if she can give no better evidence of her virtue
than she has given to Melker, she will be stoned
according to our law, although, as Melker says, there
never has been a case before with such apparent
divine manifestations as were seen on this occa-
sion. In the past, in various instances, virging have
pretended to be with child by the Holy Ghost, but
at the time of their delivery there was no light from
the heavens, and no angels talking among the elouds
and declaring that this was the King of the Jews.
And, ag to the truth of these things, the whole of
the people of Bethlehem testify to having seen it, and
the Roman guard also came out and asked what it
meant, and they showed by their actions that they
were very much alarmed. These things, Melker
says, are all declared in the Seriptures to be the sign
of His coming. Melker is a man of great learning
and well versed in the prophecies, and he sends you
this letter, referring you to those prophecies:
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“‘Melker, Priest of the Synagogue of Belhlehem,
to the Higher Sanhedrim of the Jews at Jerusalem:

“'HoLy MasTERs oF Israrn: I, your servant,
would call your aftention to the words of the prophet
in regard to the forerunner, and the rise as well as
the conductor of a great and mighty nation, wherein
should dwell the true principles of righteousness and
the conductor of the outward formation of a national
domain of God upon earth. As evidence of the fact,
the vision and affliction that has befallen Zacharias
of late is enough to satisfy all men of the coming of
some greal event; and this babe of Elizabeth 15 the
beginning of better times.

“"What has occurred here in the last few days,
as Jonathan will inform you, forever setties the ques-
tion that the day of our redemption is drawing nigh.
The sections of these divisions are three: First, the
general survey; the original foundation and destiny
of man in his single state; the proto-evangel; the
full development of mankind; the promises to the
fathers of the covenant people; Judah, the leader
tribe; section second, the Mosaic law and the Mosaie
cutlook; the prophecy of Balaam; section third,
the anointed one; and the prophets of the past exile:
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi; Malachi’s proph-
ecy of the forerunner of the Lord. Now, noble
masters of Israel, if you will refer {0 the several
sections of the divine word, you will not fail to see
that all that has been spoken by the propheis in
regard to the works of God upon earth has been
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fulfilled in the last few days in the two events, the
birth of the child of Elizabeth and that of Mary of
Bethiehem.

““The unlimited freedom which some men take
with these holy writings of God, as to the above
prophecy, subjects us to the severest eriticism. It
is, however, most satisfactory to see and hear that
the divine grandeur and authority of the sacred
oracles are in no way dependent on the solution of
varnal critics, but rest on an inward light shining
everywhere out of the bosom of a profound organic
unity and an interconnected relation with a consist-
ent and united teleology; overleaping all time, the
historical present as well as the past, and all the past
brought to light in these two events that have just
transpired. Indeed, all past time is blending with
the present horizon, and the works of God in ages
past are just beginning to develop themselves at this
particular time, and the present scenes are bringing
us ¢lose on to the ways of God upon earth. While
we rteverence these men of God, we should not
misquote their language. Take, for example, the
third seetion of Isaiah, where he prophesies of the
captive Israelites, instead of his consolation to the
eaptive. While one of his words refers to the future
condition and the reason therefor, the other is sweet
in consolation of the Israelites while in this state of
captivity, and full of the blessed promises in the
future.

“‘But let the spirit of prophecy bear us on with
the prophet into future time, far beyond the king-
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doms of this world mnto & glorious future, regardless
of the Romans, Babylonian, or even the Maccabeean
rule or rulers; but never forgetting that the prophet
is one who 1s divinely inspired, and 1s called, commus-
sioned, and qualified to declare the will as well as
the knowledge of God. Yes, he is a seer. His
prophecy is of the nature of a vislon, involving and
enveloping all the faculties of the soul, and placing
the prophet in the attifude to God of being outside
the body and independent of it. Yea, far hetter
without the body than with it, for the further the
soul gets from the body the more active 1t becomses,
This fact is demonstrated in our dreams. The vivid
powers of the soul are much more active in dreams
than at any other time, the perception is clearer, and
the sengitive faculties are much more alive when
asleep than when awake. We see this verified n
the man dying. His eyve is usually brighter, his
mind 15 clearer, his soul is freer and less selfish, as
he passes on and nears the eternal state.

“So is the prophet., He becomes so personal
with God that he uses the personzalities with seeming
presumption; while it is the indwelling power of
God's spirit inflating the soul and setting the tongue
on fire. So was the moving language of the words
to whick vou have been referred. It seems to me
those men of God saw distinctly the gathering light;
they saw the travailing of the virgin, they saw the
helpless infant in the sheep trough; they heard the
mighty chanting of the heavenly host; they saw the
ambition of human nature in the Roman soldiery
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alming to destroy the child’s life; and in that infant
they saw human nature in its fallen and belpless
condition; and it appears as if they saw the advance
of that infant inte perfect manhood. As he be-
comes the theme of the world, his advancing nature
will triumph over all; as he does eseape the Roman
authority this day, so he will finally triumph over all
the world, and even death itself shalli be destroyed.

“‘We, as Jews, place too much confidence in the
outward appearance, while the idea we get of the
kingdom of heaven 1s all of a carnal nature, consist-
ing of formg and ceremonies. The prophecies re-
ferred to, and many other passages that I might
mention, all go to show thai the kingdom of God is to
begin with us, in the inner life, and rule there, and
from the inner nature all outward actions are to flow
in conforrmfy with the revealed and written teach-
ings and commands of God. 8o is the spirit of
prophecy. While it uses the natural organs of speech,
it at the same time controls all the faculties of life,
producing sometimes a real eestasy, not mechani-
cal or loss of consciousness, though cut off for the
time from external reiations. Ife 13 thus circum-
scribed to speak, as did Baalam, the words of God
with human life. This is to be held by us Jews as
of the first and greatest importance, and we are to
remember that his prophecy has the same reference
to the future that it does to the past, and has respect
to the whole empire of man, While it specifies in-
dividuals and nations, it often has reference to doc-
trines and principles; and in this light Israel i1s the
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result of prophecy, as a nation with her religious
teachings. So is this virgin’s babe born to be a ruler
of ali nations of the earth. The Torah itself goes
back to propheey, as well as every prophet stands on
the Torah, and on this rests all prophecy pronounc-
ing condemnation on the disobedient and blessings
on the faithful. It was on this principle that the
covenant of inheritance was made with Abraham,
and, in reality, so made with David, Thus all the
promises, political, ethieal, judicial, and ntual, rest
on the Torah. In short, the whole administration
finds its authority in the prophetic vision, as set forth
by the commands of God, to regulate human life—
commencing in the inner life and working outward,
until the outward is like the inward; and thus ad-
vancing on from individuals to nations,

““The Messianie prophecy bas no other justifica-
tion than this. On this rests the church, and on this
rests the theocracy. Onbn this rests the glory of the
{uture kingdom of God upon earth.

“‘The whole chain of prophecy 18 already fulfilled
in this babe; but the develepment 15 only commenc-
ing, He will abolish the old cultus forever, but with
man it will develop commensurate with time itself,
There are many tvpes in the shadow, in the plant, in
the animal. KEvery time the Romans celebrated a
triumph on the Tiber it shadowed forth the coming
Cresar; so every suffering of David, or lamentation
of Job, or glory of BSolomon—vea, every wail of
human sorrow, every throe of human gnef, every
dying sigh, every falling bitter fear—was a type, a
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prophecy of the coming King of the Jews and the
Saviour of the world. Israel stands as a commen
factor at every great epoch of history. The shading
of the colors of the prophetic painting does not oblit-
erate the prediction of the hteral Israel’s more glori-
ous future in the kinpdom of God. Her historie
calling to meditate salvation to the nations 1s not
ended with this new-comer on the stage of earthly
Iife. The propheey 13 eschatologieal, refining the
inner life as well as shaping the outer life in eonfor-
mity to good laws. Looking also to the end of time
and its great importance to us, it has something to
teach, and we have something to learn. Along the
ages past all the great, good, and happy have first
learned their duties, and then performed them: and
thus for thousands of vears Israel has stood, hope
never dying in the Hebrew heart, and has heen the
only appointed source of preserved knowledge of the
true God. And this day she stands as the great fac-
tor and centre around which all nations of the earth
must come for instruction to guide them, that they
may become better and happiler.

“‘These sacred scrolls which we Jews received
from God by the hand of Moses are the only hope of
the world, If they were lost to mankind, it would
be worse than putting out the sun, moon, and all the
stars of night, for this would be a loss of sacred light
to the souls of men. When we consider the sur-
roundings, there never has been g time more propi-
tious than the present for the establishing of the
true religion, and it seems, by reviewing our history
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for hundreds of years past, that this is the time for
the ushering in of the true kingdom of God. The
nations of the earth that have been given to idolatry
are growing tired of placing confidence in and de-
pending on gods that do not help them in the hour of
danger, and they are now wanting a God that can
and will answer their calls.

“ King Herod sent for me the other day, and after
I related to him of the God of the Jews and His
works, of the many and mighty deeds He had per-
formed for our fathers and for us as a nation, he
seemed to think, if there was such a God as we pro-
fessed, it was far better than to depend on such gods
as the Romans had made, of timber, stone, and iron;
and even the gods of gold were powerless. He said
that if he could know that this babe that was de-
clared by the angels, was such a God as he that saved
the Israelites in the Red Sea, and saved Daniel, and
those three from the fearful heat of fire, he would
have pursued quite 2 different course toward him,
He was under the impression that he had come to
drive the Homans from their possessions and to reign
as a monarch instead of Cmsar. And I find this to be
the general feeling throughout the world, so far as I
can hear; that the people want and are ready to re-
ceive a God that e¢an demonstrate in his lLife that he
15 such a God that the race of men can depend on 1n
time of trouble; and if he can show such power to
his friends he will be feared by his enemies, and
thus become universally obeyed by all nations of the
earth. And this, I fear, is going to be a trouble with
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gur pation; our people are going to fook to him as a
temporal dehverer, and will aim to ecircumsecribe him
to the Jews alone; and when his actions begin to
flow out to all the inhabitants of the world in love
and charity, as is most certainly shown forth in the
ninth seetion of the holy prophet, then I fear the
Jews will reject him; and, in fact, we are warned
of that already in the third seetion of Jeremiah's
word. To avoid this Israel must be taught that the
prophecy of Isaiah does not stop with the Babylo-
nian captivity and return to the kingdom of heaven,
and that Ezekiel's wheels do nat whirl politically or
spiritually in heaven, but upon earth, and have refer-
ence to earthly revolutions or changes, and show the
bringing to pass of the great events of which this of
Bethlehem is the grandest of all.

“¢Neither is the outlock of Danie] to he confined
to shade of the Maccabeean wall of Jewish con-
quest. Nor are these great questions te be decided
by our unsuceessful attempts to find out what the
prophet meant or what he might have understood
himself to mean; but from the unity, totality, and
organic connection of the whole body of prophecy,
as referring to the kingdom of this world becoming
subject te the kingdom of the Saviour of all men,
We, as Jews, are the only people that God has in-
trusted with the great questions, and, of course, the
world will look to and expect us to give interpreta-
tion to these questions; and as we are intrusted with
these things, God will hold us responsible if we fail
to give the truc light on this subject. Up to this
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time I am fearful the Jews as a nation are as much
divided, and perhaps as much mistaken, as to the
nature of His works, as any other people, 1 find,
by conversing with the Romans, Greeks, and others,
that afl their knowledge of these things of Jewish
expectation of a Redeemer has been obtained from
the Jews, either directly or indirectly, and it wasg
through them Herod got the idea of his being a
temporal King, and to rule and reign by the might
of carnal weapons; whereas, if we consult the spir-
itual import of the prophets, his office is to blend all
nations into one common brotherhood, and establish
love in the place of law, and that heart should throb
high with love to heart, and under this law a univer-
sal peace. Wherever one should meet another they
should meet as friends; for what else can the prophet
mean, 1 section nine, where he shows that this King
shall destroy all carnal weapons and convert them
to a helpful purpose, and thus become the active
worker in doing good to all men, and teaching all
men to do good to each other?

“‘By reading all the scrolls of God we find that
the unity and totality of all the prophets go to bear
us out in this idea, and all have refercnee to this
Babe of Bethlehem. If we consult them as to the
time, faking the revolutions of Ezekiel’'s wheels, they
show plainly that the revolutions of the different
governments of the world fix this as the time. Next,
consult them in regard to the individuals connected
with this great event. These are pointed to s the
virgin wife, by Zacharias; next, the place has been
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pointed out and named; then the light and the ap-
pearing of the angels have all been set forth, and
also the oppositicn of the Romans has been declared,
Now, I ask the High Court of the living God to look
well on these things, and tell us how men that lived
in different ages of the world, that lived in different
portions of the country—men that never knew each
other—men that were not prophesying for a party—
men that had no personal interest in the sulject as
men—men that jeopardized, and some of them lost
their lives on account of having uttered these proph-
ccies—how could they all point out the place, the
time, and the names of the parties so plain and clear,
if it was not revealed to them and ordained by God
himself? 1 understand that the Romans and some
of the priests have been saying that Zacharias was
a hypocrite, and that Mary was a bad woman. Such
might be the case, so far as man is able to judge;
but who, I ask, can forge such truth as these proph-
ecies, and make them come true? Or who can cause
light to descend from the heavens and the angels
come down and make the declaration that this was
the Son of Geod, King of the Jews?

“‘Noble Masters of the Sanhedrim, T was not
alone. 1 am not the only witness of these things.
The prmcipal people of Bethlehem saw them and
beard them as I did. I would say to vou, if this is
not the Jews’ King, then we need not look for any
other; for every line of prophecy has been most com-
pletely fulfilled in him; and if he does not appear
and save his own people I shall despair of ever being
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released, and I shall believe that we have misinter-
preted the meaning of all the prophets. But I feel
so sure that this is he I shall wait in expectation and
with much anxiety, and I have no fears of any barm
befalling him. All the Romans in the world can-
not bharm him; and although Herod may rage,
may destroy all the infants in the world, the same
angels that attended his birth will watch over him
through life, and the Romans will have fo contend
with the same God that Pharaoh did, and will meet
with similar defeat’.”



CHAPTER V.

GAMALIEL'S INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH AND MARY AND
OTHELRS CONCERNING JESUS

THE hagiographa or holy writings, found in the
8t. Sophia Mosque at Constantinople, made by Gama-
liel, in the Talmuds of the Jews, 27 B. It seems
Gamaliel was sent by the Sanhedrim to interrogate
Joseph and Mary in regard to this child Jesus. He
5aYs;

“1 found Jozeph and Mary in the city of Mecca,
in the land of Ammon or Moab. But I did not find
Jesus. When I went to the place where I was told
he was, he was somewhere else; and thus I followed
him from place to place, until I despaired of finding
him at all, Whether he knew that I was in search
of him and did it to elude me, I cannot tell, though
I think it most likely the former was the reason, for
his mother says he 1s bashful and shuns company.

“Joseph is & wood-workman. He is very tall and
ugly. His hair looks as though it might have been
dark auburn when young. His eyes are gray and
vicious. He 18 anything but prepossessing in his
appearance, and he is as gross and glum as he looks,

(79)
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He iz but a poor talker, and it seems that yes and no
are the depth of his mind. I am satisfied he is very
disagrecable to his family. Ilis clildren look wvery
much like him, and upon the whole I should call
them a third-rate family, 1 asked him who were his
parents, He said his father’s name was Jacob, and
his grandfather was Matthew, He did not like to
talk on the subject. He is very jealous. I told him
that we had heard that he had had a vision, and I
was sent to ascertain the facts in the case. He said
he did not call it 4 vision; he called it a dream, He
said after he and Mary had agreed to marry, it
seemed that something told him that Mary was with
child; that he did not know whether he was asleep
or awake, but it made such an impression on his
mind that bhe concluded to buve nothing more to do
with her; and while he was working one day under
a shed, all at once a man in snowy white stoed by
his side, and told him not to doubt the virtue of
Mary, [or she was holy before the Lord; that the
child conceived in her was not by man, but by the
Holy Ghost, and that the child would be free from
human passions. In order t{o do this he must—that
is, his humanity must—be of the extract of almak
{that is the Hebrew word for virgin), that he might
endure all things and not resist, and fill the demands
of praphecy. He said the angel told him that this child
should be great and should rule al] the kingdoms of
this world. He said that this child should set up a
new kingdom, wherein should dwell righteousness
and peace, and that the kingdoms of this world which
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should oppose him God would utterly destroy. I
asked him, How could a virgin conceive of herself
without the germination of the male? He said:
“This is the work of God. He has brought to life
the womb of Elizabeth, so she had conceived and
will bear a son in her oid age who will go before and
tell the people of the coming of this King.” After
telling me all these things, he disappeared like the
melting down of & light. I then went and told Mary
what had occurred, and she told me that the same
angel, or one like him, had appeared to her and told
the same things. So I married Mary, thinking that
if what the angel had told us was true, it would be
greatly to our advantage; but I am fearful we are
mistaken. Jesus seems to take no interest i us, nor
anyihing clse much, I call him lazy and careless.
I do not think he will ever amount to much, much
less be a king. H he does, he must do a great deal
better than he has been doing. T asked him how
long after that interview with the angel before the
child was born. He said he did not know, but he
thought it was seven or eight months. I asked him
where they were at that time. He said in Bethlehem.
The Roman commander had given orders for all the
Jews to go on a certain day to be enrclied as tax-
pavers, and he and Mary went to Bethlehem as the
ncarcst place of enrollment; and while there this
habe was born. I asked if anything strange oceurred
there that night. He said that the people were
much excited, but he was sou tired that he had gone
to sleep, and saw nothing., He saild toward day there



B2 THE ARCHKO VOLUME

were several priests came in to see them and the
habe, and gave them many presents. And the news
gat cireulated that this child was to be King of the
Jews, and it created such an excitement that he took
the ehild and his mother and came te Moab for pro-
tection, for fear the Romans would kill the child to
keep it from being a rival to the Romaus.

“I discovered that all of Joseph's ideas were of a
selfish kind. All he thought of was himself. Mary
is altogether a different character, and she is too
noble to be the wife of such a man. She seems to
be about forty or forty-five years of age, abounds
with s cheerful and happy spirit and is full of happy
fancies. Bhe is fair to see, rather fleshy, has soft
and innocent-looking eyes, and seemns to be naturally
a good woman. [ asked her who her parenis were,
and she sald her father's name was Eli, and her
mother’s name was Anna; her grandmother’s name
was Pennel, a widow of the tribe of Asher, of great
renown. I asked her if Jesus was the son of Joseph,
She said he was not. I asked her to relate the cir-
cumstances of the child's history. She said that one
day while she was grinding some meal there appeared
at the door a stranger in shining raiment, which
showed as bright as the light. She was very much
alarmed at his presence, and trembled like a leaf;
hut all her fears were calmed when he spoke to her;
for he said: ‘Mary, thou art loved by the Lord and
He has sent me to tell thee that thou shalt bave a
child; that this child shall be great and rule all na-
tions of the earth’ She continued: ‘I immediately
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thought of my engagement to Joseph, and supposed
that was the way the child was fo come; but he as-
tonished me the more when he told me that cousin
FElisabeth had conceived and would bear a son, whose
name was to be John; and my son should be called
Jesus. This caused me to remember that Zacharias
had seen a vision and disputed with the angel, and
for that he was struck with dumbness, so that he
could no longer hold the priest’s office. I asked the
messenger if Joseph knew anyvthing of the maiter.
He said that he told Joseph that I was to have a child
by command of the Holy Ghost, and that he was to
redeem his people from their sing, and was to reign
over the whole world; that every man should confess
to him and he should rule over all the kings of the
earth.’

“1 asked her how she knew that he was an angel,
and she said he told her so, and then she knew he
was an abgel from the way he came and went. I
asked her to describe how he went awsy from her,
and she said that he seemed to melt away like the
extinguishing of a light. T asked her if she knew
anything of John the Baptist. She zaid he lived in
the mountains of Judea the last she knew of him.
I asked her if he anhd Jesus were acquainted, or did
they wvisit. She said she did not think they knew
aach other.

“T asked her if at the time this angel, as she
called him, visited her, she was aimah (that is, vir-
gin). She said she was; that she had never showed
to man, nor was known by any man. I asked her
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if she at that time maintained her fourchette; and
after making her and Joseph understand what I
meant, they both said she had, and Joseph said this
was the way he had of testing her virtue. 1 asked
her if she knew when conception took place. She
said she did not. I asked her if she was in any pain
in bearing, or in delivering the child. She said,
‘None of any consequence.”” 1 asked her if he was
healthy; to give me a deseription of his life. She
said he was perfectly healthy; that she never heard
him complain of any pain or dissatisfaction; his
food always agreed with him; that he would eat
anything set before him, and if anyone else com-
plained he would often say he thought it good
enough, much better than we deserved. She said
that Joseph was a little hard to please, but this boy
had answered him so often, and his answers were
so mild and vet so suitable, that he had almost
broken him of finding fault. She said he settled
all the disputes of the family; that no odds what
wsas the subject or who it was, one word from him
closed all mouths, and what gave him such power
was his words were always unpretending and spoken
as though they were not intended as a rebuke,
but tnerely as a decision. I asked her if she had
ever seen him angry or out of humor. She said
she had seen him apparently vexed and grieved at
the disputes and follies of others, but had never seen
him angry. I asked her if he had any worldiy
aspiration after money or wealth, or a great name,
or did he delight in fine dress, like the most of
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vouth, She said that was one thing that vexed
her, he secmed to take nc¢ care of his person; he
did not care whether he was dressed or not, or
whether the family got along well or ill; it was all
alike to him. She said she talked to him about it,
and he would look at her a little grieved and say,
*Woman (for such he always called me), you do not
know who I am.” Indeed, she said he takes so little
interest in the things of the world and the great
questions of the day, they were beginning to despair
of his ever amounting te much—much less be a
king, as the angel said he would be; if so, he
would have to act very differently from what he was
acting at that time., I told her that the Jewish doc-
tors contended that the amorcus disposition is pecu-
liar to the male. I asked her if she had ever seen
in the private hfe of Jesus any signs of such disposi-
tion. She said she had not. I asked if she saw in him
any particular fondness for female society. She said
she had not; 1if anything, rather the contrary; that
the voung bethaul (the word in the IIebrew for young
women) were all very fond of him, and were always
seeking his society, and yet he seemed to care noth-
ing for them; and if they appeared too fond of him,
he treated them almost with scorn, He will often
get, up and leave them, and wander away and spend
his time in meditation and praver. He is a perfect
ascetic in his life. ‘When I see how the people
like to be with him, and ask him questions, and
seem to take such delight with his answers—both
men and women--it almost vexes me, They say
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there 15 a young woman in Bethany whom he in-
tends to marry; but unless he changes his course
very much he will never be qualified to have a
family. But I do not believe the report. Ile never
seermns fo me to care anything about women when he
is in my presence.’

“Thus it seems that Joseph and Mary have both
lost all confidence in his becoming apything, They
seem to think that the Sanhedrim should do some-
thing for him to get him out and let him show
himsailf to the people. I tried to console them by
telling them that my understanding of the prophecy
was that he had to come to the high priesthood first,
and there work in the spiritual dominton of the
heart; and when he had brought about a unity of
heart and oneness of aim, it would be easy encugh
to establish his politiea!l claim; and all whe would
not willingly submit to him, it wouid be an easy
matter with the sword of Joshua or Gideon to bring
under his control. It seemed fo me that his parents’
ideas are of a celfish character; that they care
nothing about the Jewish government nor the Roman
oppression. All they think of is self-exaltation, and
to be personally benefited by their son's greatness.
But I told them they were mistaken; that the build-
ing up of the kingdom of heaven was not to be done
by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord,
and it would not do for us to use earnal weapons,
nor to expect carnal pleasures to be derived there-
from; that it was not my understanding of the
prophecy that this king was to use such weapons
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either for himself or for the benefit of a party, but
for the good of all meu; that his dominion was to
he universal, and it was to be of a spirifual charac-
ter; that he was sent to the lost and not to the
found.

“His parents told me of an old man who lived on
the road to Bethany who had once been a priest, a
man of great learning, and well skilled in the laws
and prophets, and that Jesus was often there with
him reading the law and prophets together; that his
name was Massalian, and that I might find Jesus
there. But he was not there, Massalian said he
wasg often at Bethany with a voung family, and he
thought there was some love affair befween him and
one of the girls, T asked him if he had seen any-
thing like a courtship between them. He said he
had not, but inferred from their intimacy and from
the fondness on the woman’'s part, as well as from
the Iaws of nature, that such would be the case. 1
asked him to give me an outline of the character of
Jesug, He said that he was a young man of the
finest thought and feeling he ever saw in his life;
that he was the most apt in his answers and solu-
tions of difficult problems of any man of his age he
had ever seen; that his answers seem to give more
universal satisfaction—so much so that the oldest
philosopher would not dispute with him, or in any
manner join issue with him, or ask the second time.
I asked Massalian who taught him to read and mm-
terpret the law and the prophets. He said that his
mother said that he had always known how to read
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the law; that his mind seemed to master i1t from
the beginning: and into the laws of nature and the
relation of man to his fellow in lus teachings or
talks, he gives a deeper insight, inspiring mutual
love and strengthening the common trust of society.
Another plan he has of setfing men right with the
laws of nature: he turns nature into a great law book
of illustrations, showing that every bush is a flame,
every rock a fountain of water, every star a pillar
of fire, and every cloud the one that leads to God.
He makes all nature preach the doctrine of trust
in the divine Fatherhood. 1le speaks of the lilies
as pledges of God’s care, and points to the fowls as
evidence of his watchfulness over human affairs.
Who can measure the distance between God and
the flower of the field? What connection is there
between man and the lily? By such illusirations
he creates a solicitude in man that seems to awe him
into reverence, and he becomes attracted toward
heavenly thought, and feels that he is in the presence
of one that iz superior. In this talk he brings one
to feel he 18 very near the presence of God. He
says how much more your Father. The plane is
ope, though the intermediate points are immeasur-
ably distant. Thus by beginning with a flower he
reasons upward to the absolute, and then descends
and teaches lessons of trust in a loving Father.
The lessons of trust in God reassure the anxious
listener and create an appetite that makes him long
for more; and it often seems, when he has brought
his hearers to the highest point of anxiety, he sud-
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denly breaks off and leaves his company as though
he ecared nothing for them. Jesus in his talk brings
all these illustrations to make man feel his near-
ness to his kindred, man, teaching also their relation
to and dependence upon God; and although his
method is happy, it does not seem to me that 1t is
the most successful. He teaches that man and the
flowers and birds drink from the same fountaln
and are fed from the same table, yet at the same
time he seems to do everything to excite suspicion
and prejudice. We that are watching him to see
his divine mission commence, he 18 continvally tan-
talizing our expectations, as well as mocking our
natural reason and desires. When a man separates
himself from all other men, both in point of doctrine
as well as discipline, he takes a very great risk on
his part—especially when he confines God to one
channel, and that one of his own dictation. A man
that assumes these responsible positions must have
vast resources from which to draw, or he will sink in
the whirlpecol which his own impertinence has cre-
ated. Through Jesus, in his teachings or talks (his
words sound so much like the teachings of Hillel or
Shammai that I must eall it teaching, though he has
no special scholars), we learn that God is Spirit, and
God is Father; and he says these are the only two
things that are essential for man to know., Then he
illustrates this to the parents, and asks them what
they would do for their children. He was telling
some mothers a ecircumstance of & mother starving
herself to feed her child, and then applied it fo God
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as our Father; and they commenced shouting, they
were so happy: and Jesus got up and left the house
in seeming disgust.

“Massalian says he is tempted at times to become
impatient with Jesus, as he devotes so much time to
details. It seems almost a waste of time for a man
who came to save the world to be lingering over a
gpecial case of disease. He thinks he could hasten
Jesus’s physical deportment. Why not speak one word
and remove every sick patient from his sick-bed at
the same hour? What a triumph this would be,
I asked him if Jesns had healed anyone, He said
not as vet; but if he is to be King of the Jews,
he was to heal all nations, and why not do it at
once? If he would, there would be nothing more
required to establish his kingship. But I said to
him, ‘Is it not equally so with God’s creative power?
See what time and labor it takes to bring forth a
grain of corh. Why not have caused the earth to
bring forth every month instead of every vyear?
Christ was talking in defence of his Father. The
people must learn to love and obey the Father before
they would reverence the Scn. Yes, he said the
(God that Jesus represented was one that the peaple
might love and venerate; that he was a God of love,
and had no bloody designs to execute on even a bad
man, provided he ceased his evil ways’

“It 15 to be noted that in all Jesus's talk there
are manifest references to the future. Many of
his statements were like a sealed letter—not to be
opened but by time. A pgrain of mustard was to
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result in a larpe tree. All his ideas refer to the
future; like the parent helping the child with his
burden of today, bv telling of the blessings of to-
morrow; and by making today the seed-corn of to-
morrow; keeping the action of today under moral
control by making the morrow the day of judgment.
He stated further that Jesus was a young man who
was the best judge of human nature he had ever
seen: that he thought at times he could tell men
thetr thoughts and expose their bad principles; and
while he had all these advantages of life, he seemed
not to care for them nor to use them abusively, He
seerns to like all men—one az well as another—so
much so that his ewn parents bave become disgusted
with him, and have almost cast him off. But Jesus
has such a peculiar temperament that he seems not
to care, and is as well satisfled with one as another,
He said that Jesus seecmed fond of Mary and Martha,
who lived at Bethany, and probably 1 might find
him there.

“Massalian is a man of very deep thought and
most profound judgment. All his life he has made
the Seriptures his study. lle, teoo, is a good judge
of human nature, and he 15 satisfied that Jesus is the
Christ, He said that Jesus seemed to understand
the propheey by intuition, T asked him where Jesus
was taught fo read the prophecy. He said that his
mother told him that Jesus could read from the be-
ginning; that no one had ever taught him to read.
He said that he, in making quotations from the
prophets, was sometimes mistaken or his memory
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failed him; but Jesus could correct him every time
without the seroll; and that sometimes he thought
Jesus was certainly mistaken, but never in a single
instance was he wrong. I asked him to describe his
persen to me, so that 1 might know him if 1 shouid
meet him. He said: ‘If you ever meet him wyou
will know him. While he is nothing but a man,
there is something about bim that distinguishes him
from every other man. He iz the picture of his
mother, only he has not her smooth, round face.
His bair is a little more golden than hers, though 1t
is as much from sunburn as anything elzse. He is
fall, and his shoulders are a little drooped; his wvis-
age is thin and of a swarthy complexion, though this
18 from exposure, His eves are large and a soft blue,
and rather dull and heavy. The lashes are long, and
his eyebrows very large. His nose is that of a Jew.
In fact, he reminds me of an old-fashioned Jew in
every sense of the word. He is not a great talker,
unless there is something brought up about heaven
and divine things, when his tongue moves glibly
and his eyes light up with a peculiar brilliancy;
though there is this peculiarity about Jesus, he
never argues a question; he never disputes. He
will commence and state facts, and they are on
sueh a solid basis that nobody will have the bhold-
ness to dispute with him, Though he has such
mastership of judgment, he takes no pride in con-
futing his opponents, but always seems to be sorry
for them. I have seer him attacked by the scribes
and doctors of the law, and they seemed like little
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children learning their lessons under a master, Ilig
strongest points are n the spiritual power of the
Iaw and the infentions of the prophets. The young
people tried to get him to take a class of them and
teach them; but bhe utterly refused” This Jew is
convinced that he is the Messiah of the world.

“I went from there to Bethany, but Jesus was not
there. They said he and Lazarus were away, they
could not tell where, I went and saw Mary and
Martha, the sisters of Lazarug, and had a long talk
with them. They are very pleasant and nice young
maids, and Mary 1s quite handsome. I teased her
about Jesus, but they both denied that Jesus was
anything like a4 lover; he was only a friend; though
this iz so common for young maids I did not know
whether to believe them or not until I told them my
real business. And when I told them that this was
the same person that was born of the virgin in Beth-
lehem some twentv-six years before, and that his
mother had told me all the faets in the case, they
seemed deeply interested. They then fold me upon
their honor that Jesus never talked or even hinted
to either one of them on the subject of marriage.
Martha blushed, and said she wished he had. If
he was to be a king, she would like to he queen,
I asked them if they bhad ever seen him in the
company of wyoung virgins. They said they had
not. 1 asked them if they had heard him talk
about young girls, or if be sought their society more
than that of men; and they both declared they had
not, and they were very much surprised that he did
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not. 1 asked them what he talked of when in iheir
company; and they said he was not much in their
company; that he and their brother would go upon
the house-top and stay there haif the night, and
sometimes all night, talking and arguing points of
interest to them hoth, Mary said she had often gone
near, s0 she could listen to them, for she loved to
hear him taik, he was so mild and unpretending,
and then was so infelligent that he was different
from any and all other young men she had ever seen.
I asked them what was their brother’s opinion of
him. They said he thought there never was such s
man on earth, He thought him to be one of God’s
praphets. He sald when they were out in the moun-
taing, as they are most all the time, Jesus ean tell
bim all about the flowers, trees, and rocks, can tell
him everything in the world, and that none of the
wild animals are afraid of him. He says often the
stag and the wolf will come and stand for Jesus to
stroke their mane, and seem almost loath to go away
from hmim. He says that no poisonous serpent will
offer te hiss at him. Their brother thinks he is per-
fectly safe if Jesus is with him. T asked them if he
had ever told their brother anything about himseif.
They said that if he had spoken to their brother he
had not told them.

“Now, Masters of Israel, after having inves-
tigated this matter; after tracing Jesus from his
conception to the present time; after obtaining all
the information that is to be had on this important
subject, getting it from those who are more likely
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to tell the truth from the fact they are disinterested
persons; and then taking a prophetical as well as a
historical view of the subject, I have come to the con-
clusion that thiz iz the Christ that we are looking
for., And as a reason for my conclusion, I will call
vour ailtention to the following facts: First, to the
prophecy of Isaiah, section 7: ‘And he said, Hear
now, saith the Lord. Oh, house of David, is 1t a small
thing for you? Therefore the Lord hunself sghall
give you & sign; behold, a virgin shall coneeive and
bear & son, and shall eall his name God with men.
Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to
refuse the cvil and choose the good; for bhefore the
child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the
good the land that God abhorrest shall be forzaken
of her king.” Hection 8: ‘Bind the testimony; geal
the law among lis diseiples; the Lord will hide his
face from the house of Jacob, and he will logk for
him.” Ilere 1s a literal fulfillment of this word of
the Most High God, so clear and plam that none
may mistake. Jeremiah, 3Ist section: ‘Tum, ch
virgin, to thy people, for the hand of the Lord is
upon thee; for the Lord shall create a new thing in
the earth; a woman shall compass a man.’ Here
again are set forth the same things that Isaiah speaks
of, and the same things that 1 have learmed from
Mary. Micah, section H: ‘Thou, Bethlehem Ephra-
tah, thou art little among the thousands of Judah;
out of thee shall come forth unto me him that shall
rule my people. He is from everlasting; and I will
give them up until the time she {ravaileth to bring
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forth my first born, that he may rule all people.
Here we have the city, the virgin, the office, his
manner of lhfe, the seeking him by the Sanhedrim.
All these things are under our eyes as full and com-
plete as I now write them, who have all this testi-
mony given m this letter. How can we as a people
dispute these things? In the 49th section of Genesis,
making reference to the history, that is now upon us,
the writer says: ‘A captive shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawmaker from him, until Shiloh come,
and gather his people hetween his feet, and keep

them forever'.”



CHAPTIEER VI.

REFPORT OF CAIAPIIAS TO THE BANHEDRIM CONCERNING
THE EXECUTION OF JEBUS

Records of the Jerusalem Banhedrin, by Eliezer Hyran, B. 24,
Taken in Constantinople, Qctober 16, 1882,

“Cataphas, Priest of the Most High God, to the
Masters of Israel, greeting: In obedience to wvour
demands for a reason for my action in the case of
Jesus of Nazareth, and in defense of my conduet, 1
beg leave to submit the following for your consider-
ation: I would assure you that it was not on aecount
of persopal malice, envy, or hate, that existed iIn my
own nature, nor {or the want of a willingness upon
my part to conform to the Jewish law 1n its strictest
sense. 1 had but very hitle personal ktowledge of
the Nazarene. The most I knew of this man was
from outside sources. Nor was it because he claimed
to be King of the Jews, nor because he said he was
the Son of God—I would that he were—nor because
he prophesied or ignored the holy temple. No, nor
all of these combined. There is & canse, and a more
weighty matter, back of all these things that con-
trolled my action in the matter. Therefore, 1 hope
you will investigate strictly on legal prineiples the
reasons that 1 may give,

(97)
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“In order that you may be able to see and weigh
the question fully, and remember the responsibility
that rests upon me according to the laws of our na-
tion, I will ask you to go back with me to the chron-
icles of our history as a commonwealth, First, our
faith is pledged to one living and true God, this God
being indescribable, unchangeable, incomprebensible,
and, of course, unnameable. DBut yet in our
daily communications with, and our applications to
Him, He has been pleased to give us His name, or
His several names, according to His relaticns to us,
and they are found nowhere, only in the ark of His
holy temple—there where He presents to us His
strength and power. He calls himself Eloi, which
means almighty in strength; that He can do what
He will without effort; that He does the greatest
thing as easy as He does the least. This makes Him
different from all beings. In His holy ark He re-
cords Himself FElagh—existence without beginning,
and no contingency as to His end, Again, He writes
Himself Hhelejon—unchangeable; that is, nothing
but His own will can change Him. “gain He re-
cords His name Jah—knowledge that eomprehends
without being comprehended. Again He is written
Adonagi—full and free, and freely full. Combining
the several names we have—/ehovah—the Hebrew
God. A man never can go wrong while he can pro-
nounce this name in its eomprehensive sense. This
is where the Zealots, the Sadducees, and Essenes had
their origin, and it is the want of being able to pro-
nounce this name in its comprehensive sense that



REPORT OF (CAIAPHAS 99

causes s0 much dissension among us Jews. Jesus
gould pronounce this name, but he stole 1t out of
the temple, as I am credifably informed.

“But the object in calling your attention to pro-
nouncing this name, with all its bearings, may be
seen Mf we turn to the third book of Leviticus, sec-
tion 10, wherein 15 the special order made by our
God to Moscs, that we should offer the bullock, the
ram, the flour and oil, and the people should fast
seven days, and this should be kaphar, or atone-
ment for the sins of all the people. Now, unless
Moses was deceived, he has deceived us, or Jesus of
Nazareth 15 a false {eacher; for all he teaches is
metanoette, melanceite, as though a man’s being
sorry for a crime would make restitution to the of-
fended party. A man might repent ever so much, but
what good would that do toward healing the man he
had injured? None in the least. This mode of mak-
ing atonement was ordained of God and revealed to
Moses; but if man has nothing to do but to repent,
the disease carries its own remedy with it. 8o a man
can sin as often as he may wish to. Look at the
first book, section 3: ‘And God said to Abraham,
by his own mouth, that each and all that were cir-
cumelsed by the cutting of the prepuce should be
saved,” This should be the seal of the covenant.
Now, if this is not true, God must go against His own
contract, violate His own promises, as well as deceive
the faith and cheat ihe obedience of His own chil-
dren. This i1s all so, if Jesus's teaching be true, for
he sets up table (baplism) as the seal of God. T refer
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you to seetion 10, division first, where God said to
Moses that He had changed the laws, converted the
elements for the protection of Ilis people, and with
His own arm had delivered them out of a strong
compact; and that they might remember, and that
the generation to be born might remember and never
forget to trust in Him when in danger, He said that
once every year we should roast a kid or lamb, and
eat it with unleavened bread, and this should be the
sign that we would trust in Him in all times of dan-
ger. Now Josus teaches that common bread and
wine are to be used instead thereof—a thing unheard
of. And not only so, something that is altogether
repugnant to God, and something that fosters drunk-
enness, and is well qualified to excite men’s passions.
And oh, ve Masters of Israel, but think once. Jesus
calls himself the Son of God; claims to have been
born of almah (the Hebrew word for virgin); that
be and his Father are one——they are equal. These
things will establish the following conclusions: I
he is right, his Father is false. If they were one,
then their teachings would be one; and if his
teachings are true, God’s must be wrong, or there
are not those perfections in Him that we learn
in pronouncing IHis holy name. By tolerating the
teachings of Jesus, we say to the Romans that all of
our former teachings are false; that the Hebrew’s
God is not to be trusted; that He is weak, wanting
in forethought; that He is vacillating and not to be
trusted, much less to be honored and obeyed. Thus
the world will lose confidence in our God, and confi-
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dence in us as 4 religious people. This is impregnat-
ing the whole atmosphere with moral pollution. It
does not only cut off, but blocks the way of all Jews
from heaven; and not only this, it excludes our hope
in the salvation of our forefathers, who have obeyed
God in His ordinances, believed in His promises, and
shouted in the triumphs of a holy life for fourteen
hundred years. He entirely ignores God’s holy temple
—the house God had butlt by our forefathers under
His own supervision, where He promised to dwell
with His children, to hear their prayers, and to be
pleased with their saerifices. This temple is the bond
of the Jews, Here all men can come and bhe blessed.
It is the earthly home of the souls of men—the place
where men may hide from the storms of sin and per-
secution. This temple is where the foolish may learn
wisdom, the place where the naked soul can be
clothed, and where the hungry may be fed. ‘This
the grandest gift of our Father. Jesus completely
ignores this temple; says the priests have made it a
den of thieves; and sets up a sneer, and even scoffs
at its sacred ordinances, and with a sort of selfish
triumph says 1t shall be destroved; and from his
manner of saying it, I have no doubt he would be
glad to see it quickly done. But what would be the
condition of our people if this temple was removed?
What would be the use of the priesthood if the temple
was destroyed? Where would we find an answer
by Urim and Thummim? How would the soul of
man be purified, if the holy Bathkole, the Euroch of
(God, should depart? There in that sacred temple of
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(God he has been burning to the consuming of sin
and the punfving of the heart since our return from
bondage in Babylon. My argument is, if this tem-
ple is destroyed, or cven forsaken by the Jews, we as
a nation are utterly ruined. We might as well put cur
necks under the feet of idolatry and give up all hope.

“One more subject I place before my Masters of
Israel. Is 1t compatible with our rehgion, or is 1t
consistent with philosopby, or admitted in His holy
Word, that there can be more gods than one? When
we pronounce Ele Laah Shaddiai-Hhelyon Adonai
(which s Jekovah), there can be but one living God.
By reference to section 8, No. four, He says by mouth
of Moses, when he was all aglow with the glory of
God—and remember He speaks either by mouth or
quill; it is He that speaks, and not man—He says,
“The Lord your God is one God; there can be but cne.
I am and have been with you; I brought you up; 1
delivered you out of a strong compaet; I delivered
vou out of their hand and kept you dry, while your
enemies were drowned in the sea. I will not forsake
you. I promised your father I would not. But if
vou forsake Me, then desolation will come upon you,
and have you in swift destruction’ In section 5,
three and four of David’s Song of Joy: ‘I am God
alone. If I turn to the right or to the left, if I go
down into the depths of the sea, or into the centre
of the carth, or over the heavens, I should find no
companion,” In section 3 He says: ‘I am God alone,
and alone I am God; beside Me there is no help for
man or angels,” Then in section 13, this command
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has been given: ‘Thou shall pay to the Lord thy
(xod once a year a half-shekel of silver, that thou and
thy children, and all the strangers that are within
thy gate, may know that there is ho God beside Me,
on whom they may call in time of danger’ Now,
having all these commands and teachings from the
very lips of God himself before my eyes, and being
held responsible for the soundness of our doctrine
and the proper inculeation of the same among the
people of the Jews, what was I to do? Could I
stand as the priest of the Most High God, and see
vour hlessed religion perverted by an impostor?
Could T stand and see the holy femple of our God
deserted and forsaken? Could I stand and see all
the holy ordinances, which had been appointed by
our God for securing salvation to Israel, perverted
by an impostor? All the blessed doetrines that were
appointed for the government and instruction of the
priesthood, thence to be imparted to the youth of cur
land, set aside, and that by one that ecould show no
authority, only the authority of John the Baptist,
who could pive no authority only the one who sent
him to baptize, and he could not tell who he was, nor
whenee he came? lIlence you see the responsible
position that I ag the high priest of God and of the
Jewish Church vecupied. According to our laws I
was made responsible, and stood between my God and
my people, to protect them in doctrine and govern-
ment. I refer you to the capitulation made by the
Sanhedrim and Augustus Ciesar, in the holy Tosephta
of the Talmuds, We submitted to taxation by the
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Romans, and the Romans are to protect our holy
religion from foreign foes, in order that the holy
temple or any of its sacred ordinances should never
be molested, nor the holy city, Jerusalem, be polluted
by Roman idolatry., Now the insinuating plan
adopted by Jesus was well qualified to deceive the
common people. It had already led many to forsake
the temple, and hold her ordinances in derision, as
weil as to neglect the teachings of the priest or to
pay the tithes for their supplies. lle had already
incuicated into the Jewish mind his pernicious ways
of being saved to that extent that the Jewish cause
was almost lost. There are two reasons for this:
First, the people to whom he preached were an ignor-
ant set, and knew but very little about doctrine of
any kind. They are a restless sort of men, who are
always finding fault and wanting something new,
and never associate with the more enlightened part
of the community in order to learn, Another reason
of his having many followers is, his doctrines are
congenial to unsanctified flesh. They are so suited
to human nature that they require no sacrifices; they
need not go to the temple to worship God; they
need not fast, and they can when and where they
please; they need pay no tithes to keep up the tem-
ple or the priesthcod, buf every man can be his own
priest and worship God as he chooses. All this is so
compatible with human nature that, although he has
not been preaching over three years, he has more fol-
lowers today than Abraham has, and they have be-
come perfectly hostile towards the Jews that are
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faithful to their God; and, if it had not been for the
Roman soldiers on the day of his execution we would
have had one of the bloodiest insurrections ever
known to the Jewish commonwealth. 1 am told
that there was never seen such a concourse of people
agsembled at Jerusalem as at the cross, One of my
guards informs me that there were several hundred
thousand, and, although there were two others cru-
cified at the same time, Jesus was the great centre of
attraction, They would cali out, “Who is this Jesus
of Nazareth? What is his erime? Some of his
friends would cry out, ‘Nothing; he is being executed
because he was a friend to the poor.! ‘Take him
down! Take hun down,” they would cry out, and
the soldiers would have to use their spears to keep
them back. But when he vielded up the ghost he
proved to all that he was hypostatical (that is, a
buman body), and the Iodi curios had come from
the iclandic covenant, and his frinitatis unitas was
all a shamn, for how could this unpronounced name
suffer to be captured by men, or die, unless he 1s the
one that is to die for the many? And if so, I was
only accomplishing God’s holy purposes, which ex-
onerates me from guilt,

“But it seems to me a necessity that he should be
removed, That this may be evident to your minds,
I ask you fo contrast our present condifion with the
past. Jesus of Nazareth spent two years in Egvpt
under the instruction of Rabbi Joshua, and learned
the art of thaumaturgy to perfection, as has never
been taught i apy of the schools of necromancy
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among the heathen, If the healing miracles of Jesus
are true, as they must be {for they are so acknowl-
edged by his foes as well as his friends), he must
have learned 1t from Horus and Serapis, as practised
by those heathen priests. He came back to Palestine
as a physician, and was by nature an enthuosiast as
well as a Hebrew patriarch, and when John's preach-
ing excited idealistic minds, Jesus also went to that
teacher, and was inspired by him to inculcate and
promulgate his  doctrines.  Notwithstanding  his
youth and inexperience, Jesus started out as a pub-
lic orator and teacher with the doctrines of John,
and in that capaeity rcferred exclusively to his au-
thonty, as every public teacher in these days has to
be ordained by some acknowledged authority. As
long as John was at large, Jesus in the capacity of
an itinerant teacher and physician roused the people
of Galilee to mefanoia (vepentance of sin), to bring
about a restoration of the kingdom of heaven. He
met with the same opposition that John did from
those who would not admit that they were more sin-
ful than their progenitors were, or that aseeticism
was the proper means for the restoration of the king-
dom of heaven. But he met with the same success
among the lower classes, such as foreign harlots,
Sodomites, publicans, and other Roman agents, but
the inteiligent portion remained cold and unmoved
by his enthusiasm. The cures which he performed
appeared miraculous to his followers, but most ridic-
ulous to the intelhgent Jews and the men of sober and
reflective minds.
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“Jesus embraced the humanitarian doctrine of
the Hillelites, presenting conspicuously the cosmo-
politan spirit of Judaism, and he did it almost in
the words of Hillel, who had taught it before. Their
faith and doctrine being alike, it was not hard for
him to create excitement, or to find plenty of follow-
ers. In addition to all this, he taught a system of
low morals, and so void of all ritualistic ideas that
it was casy for him to get any number of followers.
He taught the people that there was but ohe hving
and true God, but he taught them that he was that
God, and that his father was merged into himself,
and could not manifest himself only through him,
which theory would confute itself if they wouid only
stop to reflect, for as he was hypostatical or corpo-
real, his assistance was cut off from all that was not
immediately in his prescnce, which is altogether in-
compatible with the faith of the Jews. Right in the
face of this doctrine he would teach that there was g
special providence, as well as a general providence,
as if there could be a generzl providence without a
God that could be present in all places at all times,
as we learn in pronouncing His name. He taught
that the dead will rise and live again in a future state
of happiness or misery according as they have lived
here. Therefore he taught future rewards and pun-
ishments: but he being present, how could he reward
in the future? He taught the revelation and the
prophets, but contradicted all they teach. He taught
the election of Israel by the Almighty, but ignored
all the doctrines of Israel. He taught the eternity
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of God’s laws, and promises in the super-importance
of the humanitarian over the ritual laws and doc~
trines, but I do not think he wished to aholish the
latter, or even the traditional laws, but merely to
supersede them by a higher life. The natural result
of all this was that he disregarded the laws of Levit-
ical cleanness, which were considered so important
by the Shammaites and Essenes, and also by the
Hillelites. This is the point where division com-
menced, and the breach grew wider and wider until
an Insurrection must have been the result. He so
far cut himself loose from the Jews thai he ate with
unclean sinners, publicans, and lepers, and permitted
harlots to touch him, while his disciples went so far
as to eat their meals without washing themselves.
Furthermore, he looked upon the whole of the Leviti-
cal institutions, temples, sacrifices, and priesthood in-
cluded, as no longer necessary and not worth the life
of the animal. This was ecertainly the opinion of
the Hillelites, Jesus, 1t scems, found in this Hillelite
school a party furnished to hand, ready to take up
with lus heresy (and a large party they are, almost
sufficient to divide the whole Jewish commonwealth).
They taught the repentance of sin, the practice of
benevolence and charity, the education of the young,
and good-will toward mankind, as possessing much
more moral worth than all the Levitical cleanness,
or compliance with the whole moral law given to us
by our God to govern us. His preaching was of
the parabolical style. He would rely on a text of
scripture, for he seemed to hold the seriptures in high
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veneration, so his preaching was on the midrash style
of the scribes—a maxim expressed in the style of
Solon or of Sirach’s son. His great object was to
come 48 near the Jewish theclogy as possible so as ta
destroy the Jews' entircly, and establish his own.
Hence he resorted to the allegorical method of the
Egyptian Hebrews, uttering many good and wise
sayings, which were not new to the learned, but
which werc taken from the common wisdom of the
country, which was known by all who were ac-
guanted with the literature of the rabbis. But
they were new to his class of bhearers, who were not
accustomed to hsten to the wise. He had no educa-
tion, comparatively speaking. He was full of ner-
vous excitement, all of which went to Inspire bis
hearers with enthusiasm. Ile took but little care of
his health or person; cared not for his own relatives.
He travelled mostly on foot in the company of his
disciples and some suspicious women, and lived on
the charity of his friends. He seemed to take no
notice of the poitical affairs of his country; would
as soon be governed by one nation as another. In
fact, it seemed if he had any preference it was for
the Romans, It seems that he became so infatuated
that be really thought he was the head of the king-
dom of heaven. This manner of preaching, along
with his presumption, aroused his epemies to a pow-
erful pitch, and it was all I could do to keep the
zealots from mobbing him in the temple. They had
no confidence in a doctrine that set the Jewish laws
at naught, and mocked the priesthood of God, and
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they with the Sadducees and seribes were not willing
to submit to a man who acknowledged no authority
higher than himself, and was seemingly endeavor-
ing to overturn everything that they held more
sacred and dearer than life. Jesus's mode and man-
ner were well qualified to deceive the unsuspeciing.
‘Let us have all things in common,” said he, ‘and
he that would be greatest among you will prove his
greatness by rendering the greatest service to all,
and if any of the higher powers compel thee to go a
mile, et him that is compelled go ten miles” This
caused him to be attacked more in his policy than
in his doctrine, The great question with us Jews
was, here arc the Romans upon us; how can we get
rid of them? Jesus's idea was to let the Romans
alone; it matters not who rules and governs the
nations; if they abuse you, love them in return, and
they cannot be vour enemies long; no man can con-
tinue to abuse another who returns injuries with
love., Keep from them; pray in secret for the re-
turn of the kingdom of heaven and God's grace, and
this will soon make all things right. ‘Pay your
taxes,” he would say to them; ‘it i1s only Cmsar's
money you pay, which is unlawiul for you to have—
uniaswiul on account of its idolatrous effigies.” Again,
he would say to his hearers, ‘You cannot conquer
the Romans; better convert them, and they are your
enemies no longer. They already have your temple in
their possession; their yoke is getting heavier every
day, and the more you fight against them the more
they will abuse you; therefore, vour only chance is
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to love them, and try to make your yoke easy and
your burden light by baving them your frends.
Indeed, the conduct of Jesug was so strange and
ineompatible with the interest of the Jews as a
nation, that it seemed to me that he was a subject
employed by the Romang to keep the Jews submis-
sive and obedient to all their tyranny and abuse,

“This policy was most powerfully attacked by the
officiating priest, by the Shammaites and Zealots,
and, in faet, the whole Jewish nation was becoming
aroused to 2 war heat. The reprimands of Jesus
were s0 severe against the rich and highly educated
that they had turned against him, and brought all
the power they had, both of their wealth and talent,
5o that I saw that a bloody insurrection was brewing
fast, The public mind of the Jews was becoming more
and more divided and corrupt; heretical doetrines
were being diffused all over the land; the temple was
forsaken and the holy sacraments neglected; the peo-
ple were dividing into sects, and these breaches were
like a rent in a garment—tearing wider apart con-
tinually. As it seemed to me, the whole of the Jew-
ish theocracy was about to be blown away as a bub-
ble on a breaker,

“As the Jews became more and more divided and
confused, the tyranny of the Romans increased. All
they wanted was an excuse to slaughter the Jews
and confiscate their property. At this time both the
doctrnine and religion of the Jews were spreading
rapidly all over Rome, which gave the Romans great
alarm. Sejane undertock to have an ordinance
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passed mn the Senate, abolishing the Jewish religion
from Rome; ana when he found it would cause an
insurrection, they banished all the Jews from Rome,
and back they ecame 1o Judea with all their idolatry
and heresy, and many other corrupt prineiples from
the Romans, which fitted them to join any party for
profit. Up to this time the Roman governors had
shown great kindness to the Jews. There never was
a better man than Hyrcan. The Jews enjoyed great
peace during his administration. But Tiberias has
turned against us; Pilate has removed the army from
Caesarea to Jerusalern. I s=ay, no nation with any
self-respect, or one that had any energy left, would
or could stand it without a struggle,

“Now, the preaching of John the Baptist and
Jesus of Nazareth had brought all these things upon
us. When Herod Antipas captured John, it quieted
matters in Galilee, so that they had peace until Jesus
started it up afresh. I had issued orders to .Jesus
to desist from preaching, unless he taught as the
Jews taught. He sent me the impertinent word that
his doetrine was not of this world, but had reference
to the world to come; when he was all the time
doing all he could to destroy the peace and harmony
of this world. Now, aceording to our law in the
Saphra, by Jese B. Talmud, it devolves on me to
gee that the people have sound doctrine taught them.
Hence it 15 my duly to examine ail the midrashim,
or sermons, of all the preaching priests, and if any-
one teach the people wrongly, or if his conduet is not
in correspondence with his profession, to cause him
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to desist; or if any disregard the holy laws of ablu-
tion, or in any way defile himself, or if he shall be
guilty of misconduct in any way, either in manner
of life or doetrine, {o adjudge such an one, and pro-
nounce gentence for his erime upon him. This 1 did
upon Jesus of Nazareth, to save the Church from
heresy, and to save the cause of the Jewish common-
wealth from final ruin. But understand that 1 did
not act rashly nor ilegally, as 1 am accused. I only
passed sentence under the protest and order of the
whole court belonging to the lugh priest, containing
twelve members, or elders, and prests. Thus you
will see 1t was not my voluntary act, but was a legal
one and in accordance with law. After I examined
Jesus on the various charges, he said in the presence
of all the court that each and all of them were true.
I then reasoned with him, and asked him, if the court
of the high priest would forgive him of these charges
would he desisl from these things in all time to come.
He answered most emphatically and positively he
would not. Under these circumstances I was com-
pelled, according to our law, to sentence him to die;
for if he continued to promulgate his pernicious here-
sies the Jews, as a nation, must perish with their re-
ligion, And, as you find in the Toseppta, that the
nation has always the right of self-preservation, and
as we had conceded the right te the Romans of ex-
ecuting our criminal laws, it became my painful duty
to send him to Pontius Pilate, with the following
charges:
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“‘Caiaphas, High Priest of the Most High God,
to Pontius Pilate, Governor of the Roman Province:

“*Jesus of Nazareth is thus charged by the High
Court of the Jews:

“‘First, with teaching the doctrine that there are
more gods than one, which is contrary to the teach-
ings of the Jewish law, which he most positively re-
fuses to desist from in the presence of this court.

“*Seecond, he teaches that he is a God, which 1s
contrary to the Jewish law, and he is visible and
comprehensible; and, after being asked to desist by
this court, he most positively affirms that he is the
Son of God.

““Third, he teaches and affirms that the Bath kole
{Holy Spirit} cannot come until he goes away, which
is contrary to the teachings of the Jews; because it
was He that brooded over the waters, and has been
in the habitual Hght of the world ever since; from
all of which he refuses to desist.

“‘He teaches baptism as the seal of God, instead
of circumeision, which was established by the decrees
of God with Abrabam as g seal of the Jews; and
when abjured to desist by this court declared he
would not.

“‘He teaches asceticism as the means of salvation,
contrary to the Jewish custom; and affirmed in the
presence of this court he would not desist.

“He teaches that the Levitical ablution is of no
service, while we hold that the oufward washing is
the sign of inward purity; and whken abjured to
desist he emphatically refused.
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“He has abrogated the ordinance given by God
to Moses of the pascal supper, wherein we should
roast 8 lamb and eat it with unleavened bread; but
Jesus has introduced a custom altogether different—
without any authority. He has mtroduced common
bread and wine, which are not only forbidden, but are
well qualified fo cxeite men’s passions and make them
forget God rather than to remember and trust Him,
this feast having heen introduced that we should
remember to trust Ilim in the hours of trouble.
When asked why he did thiz, all he would say was:
“Hitherto 1 work, and my Father works.”

“‘He has abrogated the priesthood, and set the
temple at naught, which is the very life’s blood of
the Jewish faith,

““Were it not that God our Father has given us
these holy ordinanees we would not be so tenacious
of them. We know they are the pillars upon which
the Jewish theocracy is built, and that we cannot
ive without them. Although Jesus of Nazareth has
been abjured time and again to stop teaching these
ways of death, he has as often declared he would
not; therefore it devolves on me as the proper and
the only oflicer to pronounce senience upon him.

“These charges were written by my seribe, and
sent with the officers to Pilate for his consent. Of
course, I did not expect hin to exccute him as he
did, but it seems that the mob was so great that
Pilate never received them. 1 expected Pilate to
send Jesus back to me, so that I could send him to
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you for your approval; and if so, then I would pro-
ceed to try him with Urim and Thummin, with the
regular lackiees on guard, as our law requires; but
it seems that Pilate thirsted for his bilood. Like all
guilty tyrants, he was afraid of his own shadow, and
wished to destroy everything that threatened his
POWer.

“With these reasons for my actions, I submit the
case which I am sure will be considered faveorably by
my Masters of Israel.”



CHAPTER VII

REFORT OF CAJAPHAS T0 THE BANHEDRIM (C0ON-
CERNING THE RESURRECTION OF JEBTUSE,

Avrer having made the preceding record of
Caiaphas, on unwinding the same seroll we found
another report from him, It may be interesting to
the reader to know what we mean by a seroll. It s
gsimilar to parchment. The Hebrew word numet
means a pulp made from the bark of the reed into
a paste, and dried in the sun until it is hard; when
pressed and polished it shines beautifully, and its
surface i8 ag smooth as our paper. It is of two kinds:
one 15 called papyrus, the other hierotike. The latter
is more costly, and is used by priests alone. It is
abouf sixteen inches wide, and is cemented together
by a pum that exudes from a tree resembling our elm.
It is written upon with some kind of indelible ink
or paint, with a common reed quill, which is fash-
ioned like our pens. The writing 15 done by the
sopher, which i1s the Hebrew word for seribe. e is
called grammateus by the Greeks. The report of
Cajaphas 15 written in what is known as the square
Hebrew. The letters are from a half-inch to an
inch in size, so that one can imagine what a roll of

(117)
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parchment it would take to record a deed. It is read
only with difficulty by the best Hebrew scholars, and
they must have text-books to assist them., But after
one has gotten the thread of the subjeet he can get
along with it., This ig the reason I got Dr. Melntosh
to go with me, He and Dr. Twyman have been in
the business for many years. The windlass, as it
might be called {for it more resembles our common
rope-winders than anything I can think of), iz a
square piece of timber, about three inches in diame-
ter, to which the seroll is fastened at one end, around
which it is rolled like a spool. At the proper dis-
tance are tied two transverse sticks to hold the parch-
ment to its proper place. The windlass with the
scroll is placed at one end of a table, and an empty
windlass at the other end, s¢ that as you unwind
from the one to read, the seroll winds around the
other. The letters are wvery distinct, There are
hundreds of these arranged in rows. They are all
lettered and numbered with their dates on them,
This makes it easy to find anything desired. There
is another class of bocks of fine sheep or goat skin,
about, eight by twelve inches, The writing on these
is very fine and difficult to read. They are bound
between cedar boards, with clasps, and contain from
eight to forty sheets to the book. These are the kind
of books of which Josephus wrote seventy-two,

But to return to Caiaphas’s report. After unwind-
ing several feet, as before stated, we came across
another communication from Caiaphas; I hardly
know whether to call it a resignation or a confession.
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One thing T do know, it is one of the most solemn
things that I have cver read. We thanked God
that we had come to Constantinople, and that Mo-
hammed had given orders to preserve these sacred
serolls in the mosque of St. Sophia. It is as follows:

“Sanhedrim, 83, By Siphri 11, 7.:

“To You, Masters of Israel: As 1 have made a
former defence to vou, and vou have approved the
same, [ fecl in duty bound to communicate to you
some facts that have come to my knowledge since
that communication. A few days after the execution
of Jesus of Nazareth the report of his resurrection
irom the dead became so eommon that I found it
necessary to investigate it, because the excitement
was more intense than before, and my own life as
well as that of Pilate was in danger. I sent for
Malkus, the captain of the royal ecity guard, who
informed me he knew nothing personally, as he had
placed Isham in command of the guard; but from
what he could learn from the soldiers the scene was
awe-inspiring, and the repor{ was so generally be-
lieved that it was useless to deny it. He thought
my only chance was to suppress it among the soldiers,
and have John and Peter banished to Crete, or
arrested and imprisoned, and if they would not be
quiet, to treat them as I had treated Jesus. He said
that all the soldiers he had conversed with were con-
vinced that Jesus was resurrected by supernatural
power and was still living, and that he was no hu-
man being, for the light and the angels and the dead
that came out of their graves all went to prove that
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something bad happened that never occurred on
earth before. He said that John and Peter were
spreading it all over the country, and that if Jesus
wonld appear at the head of a host, and declare for
the king of the Jews, he believed all the Jews would
fight for him. I sent for the Jieutenant, who gave a
lengthy account of the oceurrence that morning, all
of which 1 suppose you have learned, and will inves-
tigate. From this I am convinced that something
transcending the laws of nature took place that
merning, that cannot be accounted for upon natural
laws, and I find it is useless to try to get any of the
soldiers to deny it, for they are so exeited that they
cannot be reasomed with, I regret that I had the
soldiers placed at the tomb, for the very things that
they were to prevent they have heiped to establish,

“After questioning the soldiers and oflicers to my
satisfaction, my mind being so disturbed that 1 could
neither eat nor sleep, I sent for John and Peter.
They came and brought Mary and Joanna, who are
the women that went to embalm Jesus's body the
morning of the resurrection, as it is cailed. They
were very interesting as they reiated the cireum-
stances. Mary says that when they went day was
just breaking, They met the soldiers returning from
the sepulchre, and saw nothing strange until they
came to the tomb, and found that it was empty. The
stone that covered the sepulchre was rclled to one
side, and two men dressed in flowing white were sit-
ting, one at each end of the sepulchre. Mary asked
them where was her Lord; they said, ‘He is risen
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from the dead; did he not tell you he would rise the
third day and show himself to the people, to prove
that he was the Lord of life? Go tell his disciples,
said they. Joanna said she saw but one man; but
this diserepancy must have been due to their excite-
ment, because they say they were much zalarmed.
They both say that as they returned they met the
Master, who told them that he was the resurrection
and the life; all that will accept shall be resurrected
from the second death. ‘We fell at his feet, all
bathed in tears, and when we rose up he was gone.’
Both these women wept for joy while relating these
circumstances, and John shouted aloud, which made
me tremble in every limb, for I could not help think-
ing that something that was the exclusive work of
God had occurred, but what it all meant was a great
mystery to me, It might be, I said, that God had
sent this message by the mouth of this stranger; it
might be that he was the seed of the woman, and we
his pecple had executed him.

“I asked John and Peter if they could give me
any further evidence in regard to this man; that I
wiched to be informed of his private history. Peter
said that Jesus passed by where he was, and bade
him follow him, and he felt attracted to him, but at
first it was more through curiosity than anything in
the man; that he soon became acquainted with Mary,
who told him that he was her son, and related to him
the strange circumstances of his birth, and that she
was convinced that he was to be the king of the Jews,
She spoke of many strange things concerning his life,
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which made Peter feel more interested in him than he
would have been otherwise. He said that Jesus was &
man so pleasant in his character, and so like a child
in nnocence, that no one ¢ould help liking him after
he got acquainted with him; that though he seemed
to be stern and eold, he was not so in reality; that
he was exceedingly kind, especially to the poor;
that he would msake any sacrifice for the sick and
needy, and would spare no effort to impart knowl-
edge to anyone that would call en him, and that his
knowledge was so profound that he had seen him
interrogated by the most learned doctors of the law,
and he always gave the most perfect satisfaction, and
that the sopher or scribes, and the Hillelites, and
Shammaites were afraid to open their mouths in his
presence. They had attacked him so often and been
repelled that they shunned him zs they would a
wolf; but when he had repelled them he did not
enjoy the triumph as they did over others of whom
they had gotten the ascendency. As to his private
life, he seemed not to be a man of pleasure, nor of
sorrow. He mingled with society to benefit it, and yet
took no part at all in what was going on. ‘I had
heard many tell of what occurred when he was bap-
tized, and from what his mother told me I was watch-
ing for a display of his divine power, if be had any,
for I knew he could never be king of the Jews
unless he did have help from on high, Once when
we were attending a marriage-feast the wine gave
out, and his mother told him of it, and he said
to the men to fill up some water-pots that were
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sitting near, and they put in nothing but water, {for
I watched them, but when they poured it out it
was wine, for it was tasted by all at the feast, and
when the master found it out he called for Jesus to
honor him, but he had disappeared. It seemed that
he did not want to be popular, and this spint dis-
pleased us, for we knew if he was to be king of the
Jews he must become popular with the Jews. His
hehavior angered his mother, for she was doing all
she could to bring hiun into notice, and to make him
popular among the peopie, and the people could not
help liking him when they saw him. Another pecu-
liarity was that in his presence everyone felt safe.
There seemed to be an almighty power pervading
the air wherever he went go that evervone felt secure,
and believed that no harm could befall them if Jesus
were present. As we were in our fishing-boat I saw
Jesus coming out toward us, walking on the water.
I knew that if he could make the waves support
him, he couid me also. I asked him if T might come
to him; he said to me to come, but when I saw the
waves gathering around me I hegan to sink, and
asked himn to help me. He lifted me up, and told
me to have faith in God. On ancther occasion we
were salling on the sea, and there was a great storm.
It blew at a fearful rate, and all on board thought
they would be lost; we awakened the master, and
when he saw the raging of the storm he stretched
out his hand and said, “Peace, be still!” and the
wind ceased to blow, the thunder stopped, the light-
nings withdrew, and the billowing sea seemed as
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quiet as a babe in its mother’s arms—all done 1n one
moment of time. This I saw with my own eyes, and
from that time 1 was convinced that he was not a
common mah. Neither did he work by enchantment
like the Egyptian thaumaturgists, for i all their
tricks they never attack the laws of nature. In vain
might they order the thunder to hush, or the winds {o
abate, or the lightnings to cease their flashing. Again,
I saw this man while we were passing from Jericho.
There was a blind man, who eried out to him for
mercy, angd Jesus said to me, “Go, bring him near,”
and when I brought him near Jesus asked him what
ke wanted. He said he wanted to see him. Jesus
said, “Receive thy sight,” when he was not near
enough for Jesus to lay his bands upon him or use
any art. Thus were all his miracles performed. He
did not act as the Egyptian necromancers, They
use vessels, such as cups, bags, and jugs, and many
other things to deceive. Jesus used nothirdg but his
simple speech 1n such a way that all could understand
him, and # seemed as if the laws of nature were his
main instruments of action, and that nature was as
cbedient to him as a slave is to his master. I reeall
another occasion when a young man was dead, and
Jesus loved his sisters. One of them went with Jesus
to the tomb. He commanded it to be uncovered.
‘The sister said, “Master, by this time ke is offensive;
he has been dead four days.” Jesus said, “Only have
faith,” and he called the young man by name, and he
came forth out of the tomb, and is living to-day,” and
Peter proposed that I should see him for myself,
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“Thus argue Peter and John. If Jesus had such
power over nature and nature’s laws, and power over
death in others, he would have such power over death
that he could lay down his life and take it up again,
28 he said he would do. As he proposes to bring hun-
dreds of witnesses to prove all he says, and much
more—witnesses whose veracity cannot be doubted—
and as I bad heard many of these things before from
different men, both friends and foes (and although
these things are related by his friends—that is, the
friends of Jesus—yet these men talk like men of
truth, and their testimony corroborates other evidence
that 1 have from other sources, that convinces me
that this is something that should not be rashly dealt
with}, and seeing the humble trust and confidence of
these men and women, besides, as John says, thou-
sands of others egualiy strong in thei