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REPORT OF THE 

Twentieth Rnnual Gonfetrenee of the S.U.f. 

THE Twentieth Annual Conference of the Social-Democratic Federation 1 

was held at Stratford Town Hall, London, E., on Sunday arid Monday, 
August sth and 6th, 1900. · 

The opening address was given by WILL THORNE, Deputy Mayor of 
West Harn, and Socialist and trade ,. unionist candidate for the Southern 
portion of the division. He said :-

CoMRADEs,-I have been invited by the Executive Council of the. 
Social-Democratic Federation to open this-the Twentieth Annual 
Conference. That invitation I willingly accept, and in doing ~o I wish, in 
the name of the Socialists and the organised workers of this borough, to 
give you a hearty welcome, and to say that I trust our provincial comrades 
will gain much information during their brief stay here. I would remind " 
the delegates that we have none of those splendid lakes, fine parks, and 
stately mansions in West Ham, such as are owned,- by the exploiters in ... 
the West End of London .. But, on the other hand, .we have a few 
malodorousriverr. and reeking slu1ns. (Laughter.) I would just like to remind 
the delegates that, so far as my knowledge goes, the chamber below is the 
only "one in the kingdom where the Red Flag of Socialism has been hoisted 
during the sitting of a municipal council. (Cheers.) That event occurred 
on Tu~rday, December rrth, r8g4, when a deputation of about r,ooo. 
workmen attended to .protest against Mr. ~ A. F. Hills's "Fourpence 
per hour scheme" for the unemployed, . which made many of the 
Aldermen and Councill0rs turn complete somersaults. (Cheers and 
laughter.) Since that time, and even before on some occasions, many 
·animated debates have -~aken place on the principles that we are met here 
to-day to discuss. 

For the information of our provincial comrades, I may say that we 
have in this borough tb.ree branches of the Social-Democratic Federation 
and two of the Independent Labour Party, all of which have done noble 
work. The first one opened was the Canning Town branch, in r884, and 
I think I am safe in saying, although I do so with regret, that I am the 
only member now of that branch who joined it at its formation. The 
population of the borough is about 32o,ooo. ' The chief industries are 
shipbuilding, engineering, sugar-boiling, and the manufacture of chemicals 
and chemical manure. There are also several large docks and gasworks, 
besides railway works, jute factories, and soap works. Taking the whole 
of the workers, I should say that we have some Bo per cent. engaged in 
rnanual labour. A great number of them are casual workers, whose 



average wages do not oxoood 1 6H. per wtlc lc. Tho wa~cs of the regularly 
e':ll.ploye? workmen will rnngo frotn 2011 . to [2 per week. The borough is 
dlvtded Into two Pnrll nmoulary uiviHlnn ,, North anti South and I am 
sorr.y ~o say that both lt l'o rtlprcscntctl In Parliament by Torie~ instead of 
Soe1ahsts. The N?rlll rn ropr~soul atlvo is Mr. Ernest Gray, a very 
s~rewd ~an; th~' Hoot horn div1sion lr represented by Major Banes, a 
kt?d, gental old Joll w, very broad-mlud d on many local questions, but 
still a Tory. 

The Municipal "ouncil is made up, no far as I can gauge ofg Radicals 
9 Liberals, I :~ T()rlc~ , 2 Irish Nationallutn, and 15 Socialists.' This will n~ 
doubt cotno a.o a urprise to tna:uy, :t!l th< ~~oneral impression seemed to be 
that t.he,Soci:tllats were in the rnajority on the Council. We never have had 
a n1aJOrlt"y, nol oven between Novcmhur, r8g8, and November, I8gg1 when 
we. were ahl ... u~ SC? much for the wod<urn. At the last November election 
welost~wo Socia1Istseats .(notfour,no reported, as the other two were 
not Socialists). Th.e elcchons were th ou i.ought ou~ 0!_1 a new principlel 
natnely, 12 wards Instead of 4; and a new organisation came into the 
field , natned the Municipal ~lliance, with Mr. A: F. H~lls, a temperance 
advocate and vegetarian, wtth.plenty of cash, as 1tspres1dent. It is com. a 
posed of teetotallers and publicans, vogotnrians and butchers-(laughter) 'tl!l' 
-churchn1cn and disscntc~s, Tori~ s and Radicals, landlords and shop. 
kee.pers~ tax collectors an,ll Jerry-butlclcrs- all of them uniting and sinking 
the1~ ~ads an~ petty difference~ with lho view of stemming the tide or 
Soma~tsm which was threatening to swcop them away. The same 
organisation we shall have to fight next November. The votes cast for 
tho.se who .ran on tho ,Socialist ticket were 6,46u, against 7,914 for the 
Alliance, without conuhng the fight between the 1"ories and Nationalists. 
(Applause.) • 

I ful1y recogniso that it l1as been a trying time during the past twelve 
months for ?oci~lists in all parts of the country, because they have 
declared aga.1~1st unporiali~m and expansion, and, as Socialists, we are 
bound to conhnuo that pohcy. The rank and file of the workers who not 
Ion~ ago, wc_rc l<haki mad, are now sobering down. (Cheers.) 'our . 
pohcy must win in the long run, because imperialism and expansion mean 
gold fo~ the explc;>itcrs and low wages, long hours, wooden legs, and a 
paupers grave lor the workers. (Loud cheers.) The demand for 
expansion of trade abroad is based upon the idea that we manufacture to 
a la~ger extent than we can consume, and .. this in face of the fact that 
there a~e so tnany of our people who are workless, ragged, and hungry. 
Expansion of tra<.le abroad has for its basis the contraction of the 
stomach~ of 111e':l, wou1cn, and children. The policy of imperialism is a 
declaration against the people governing themselves; it means tlbat the 
people cannot be .t~ust~d, that gold is <rlmore consequence then men, that 
plutocracy at;td militansm are nobler than humanity. (Hear, hear.) The 
attempt to d1vert the .attention. of ou~ people from the ills from which we ~ 
suffer at home to foreign questions w1ll fail. The possessors of the wealth 
of our country enjoy liberty and freedom, no matter where they may be 

· or wherever they may go. It has .. always been the h,ewers of wood and 
the carriers of water, the wealth producers, whose mission it has been,. 
not only to struggle for freedom, but to be ever vigilant to maintain the 
·small amount of liberty and freedom achieved, and it behoves all our 
comra~es to give vent to the alarm we feel from the da':lgers threatening 
the entire people, and to enter our solemn and emphatic protest against 
the policy of imperialism. (Applause.) 

On September 23, rgoo, the workers from all countries who will meet 
. together in Paris will show to the ruling and governing classes that, 
althoug? they spe~~{ different .lan~uages, they are working for complete 
economic and pohtlcal emancipation for the workers of all countries. It 
is very satisfactory to note that the feeling of international brotherhood 
between the workers of different countrie~ is growing stronger and 
stronger. A few years ago the rank and file of the working classes 
reg~rded any workman of another nation as a foreigner, while some oi 
theu: leaders talked _lar~ely of the hare-braiped chatterers and magpies of 
continental revolubonism. Now the workere are beginning to understand 
that the foreign workers and themselves are one and the same. (Cheers.} . 
.' n conc~usion, I would remind you that this will be your last conference 
In the nineteenth century. Whether we shall have a General Election 
. this year remains to be seen, but if there is to be a General Election all 
the members of the Social. Democratic Federation must_ be ready to face 
the music with a stout heart. Wherever our candidates are running, with 
clear visions and heads erect, we may make the people understand the· 
principl~s that we are fighting for. We must look neither to the right nor· 
the left, we must make no bargains with either of the existing political 
parties-(loud cheers)-but work on in the future as we have worked~ 
during the past twenty years. The future may bd'an uphill fight; if it is, 
we will face it like men and women, until the principles of Social
Democrac~w are accepted and . realised by the peoples of all countries .. 
(Applause.) · • 

Now, comrades, you will recognise that this is only a brief address; so, 
do I. But I al~o re~ognise that we have a deal of business to get through,. 
and that our t1me 1s valuable. There are many points that I have not 
mentioned which will be dealt with by the Conference. (Applause.) 

" The Conference unanimously elected Councillor Will Thorne· 
· (Canning Tow-n) Chairman, and Dan Irving (Burnley) Deputy.Cbairman .. 

Four delegates were nominated to form the Credentials Committee 
the voting being ~s follows: J. Spargo (Barry), 38; F. G. Jones (London):: 
28; J. Jones (Wlgan), 19; J. Dawson (Blackburn), 17 . . The first three: 
were elected. 

The report of the secretary, not being ready, stood adjourned till the~ 
allowing day. 

~ The yearly financial statement showed a total income from all sources. 
of £t,I3I 4s. 2id., and an expenditure of [1,027 IIS. gd. A discussion, 
took place on the failure of a great number of the ~ranches to keep up. 



thoir \1ay monln l'f'J!IIl u.tl y to ( ht1 Ct' l d ttd ( Ilion, r\l tll a resolution was 
.{JIU.-\tWl cH nn pprov' " H PI ~ ttnh '' ' ' uur~n , W l l t ) c. I· 1\c- hh t11l n;ttd\t Nqw,l ll f{~O II ) fl l ld w. Pld l~l)OJl ( a tJams ow 
won a i,po\a~ h d tc,Hnt u In I ' 'n <.. md t11 t \llt \1, , • h C 

T tu roport of tl 11 , t ' n H\nntlaln ( ~ onun tloo not hmng r eady,
1
t e f ~~~ 

{(.l n :t.H't p roomH1 11 11 wllh 1\1 11 ltdtn md t1 tn t it , Program me an d H.u e~ o he 
s l) 1 ~ T l 1 1111 1·, )11 1podn nt. a ua ondlll llllln wort those fr~rn Ed~nburg , 
S t o l~o · Nt ~~~~~ ~ 1 • 11 a11 d W:dtluut n\ tnw hranch c~, (]uahng ~1th t~h.e 
·~H tl m dptln t t ~ n f 1110mb ru to thn oq~animttion, anll a dvocahng e1r 

incroatw. . r f 
On t hin 1 llt Hi l tJJ I , tlu Stole N nw \ u t~lon branch had g1ven no 1ce o 

111' rt II I'm' l ~ tt1 rn il o w hl J ~ ronolntlou : H That ~~e amendments to Rule ,2, 

vl:~\ll y " ll'n t)l hw an t1H1)' do tho lil ll ll\ Ia I position of the S.D.F.d bt ~~· 
~ 111'1 ut1 d h t 11( • dologat on tn\non~blod , n:!d afterwards sent ,roun o e 
hrnnolt t\ for conilruutt lnu m· nJJeollou. . ) c d db 7 Ur~·nnoy w·u; tuovoc l hy ", ]. 1\H IIIIHl.L (Stoke Newington , se on 1~ ) 
H. II A·i·w .. JI C (i~llinhurg h ) ,l! ' ~d supporl d h~ H. ARTH~R Jtbe~~eJ~n~.EBB;~~ 
t" lr rltJd by · 5 vo lon to l~. 1 he rcsolu Uo n v. as suppor e .Y .1 ')1 

'(s to\t o Nowlngton), :u ul tl pposcd hy 11. Ql.!ELCH .tExecutlve ~~u~~~~ches 
T it ~ n d ntial ll Cnnuu tt •c now g:tve ln their report. as ~ollows ·

roprn u~ ntml , incllllllllf: II. r w delegates who came later, weredeen. Hunter 
ll or l>ol' t Bu rToWt\, At\hton-under-Lync ; II. Arthur, A~~ ' Black-

W att u, Ann loy: J. ''puq~o, Barry; Brook~, ~lackbu~n' aws~nBethnal 
bnrn . 1\ny, Bow nnd Bromley ; Hanks, Blrmln§~a:' ~i;1ha o~. Wal1 
Gn·o;l ; Newt, nd xtnn: edge, Battersea; o es, 1. et 'watts' 
" h u h~tHl and trnl hll lll ; Lockton, North Camb~rwell' . . Town: 
("o~l) tll ry . irlt :t.l'(1ndd :uul 1\ic\tcrt, Central; H. MaJer,rCan~dg t : 
,.fhack ( ray, Clo;·Ju.m wnll : Carratt , Dep~ford; Wramp 1ng, monon: 
H. H a t. olh, l ~dluhuq~ h ; l\1uth luno ... u, E dtnburgh; ~odson, For~s~ ?:~e ~ 
A. P. 11 n ~oll , tri 11 1,J,nry I' uric; (..ootlyor, ~rays...' Mus~n, . ~·b Y' 
Coxon, H atd y : 1\·tuyllo ld , 11 1< ~ 11 t m! ; llulcluns, Kensal o.wn, 1 son! 
Ken tigh Town : Htum 11 , Ll ncolu; h.ltld, Lynn; .J1a~es, No~h k:~~~~~ ~ A A W a ttn M Hn End ; ll oward , Marylol>one ' o nson'I or .. th. 1f ' 
Pnrs~r, Ncu:Lh:uupto n ; Mn:\ . Khl<l , . N orw~h b r~r~,· p ~~~ln Jud~~· 
\IVarn Plytnonlh; Ktlli c l<, Pqo l<h ntn n.n . u wlc ' . d' h ~ 
P1aist~w; DanHtm hor~:. Poplat· ; ~avago, lN~eadt~n~; lfa~k.e;v~R~res~~tb: 
Kebbell Stoia, N owing ton ; M o( • 1:umon, or ~ or ' . ' 

t '. J Mortou Stra tfonl ; ~ l e 1nents , Tunbndge Wells, .Ha_:;ted, 
amp on' . J ' WI ' ' lll . Pidgeon Walthamstow; MelkelJohn, 
Tottenha:~dn .J bal~~~ ~~~ vVI ~~hl t ,}on: J. J{ent, Oxford; Mis~ Rober.t~~n, 
~oldo~h. at;d H ()uolch ExtlC\llivc. T here were severalirregula~l~Ies 
in ~b~ crede~tials , ·8~~110 of 'which L10tl tncd to point to a ;ant o{ refo~~:~~~~ 

f the im ortancc of au Auuual Conference on t e par .o . 
~ranches. p The following brauchus were entitled to an~ cla1m~d ~~~~ ) 
h n one vote :- Southampton, 2; Aberdeen, z; Blac urn, 2' 1 . 
~u~gh, 2 ; Reading, 2 ; Burnley t 3; Plymouth, 2; Bow and Bromley, 2, 

- and Central, z. 

7 

Discussion was now resumed on the Stoke Newington resolution ~ 
which was finally carried by 27 votes to 25. This meant that the amend
ments affecting the question of members' contributions would be 
discussed by the Conference, but their acceptance would have to be 
decided by the branches subsequently. Various proposals were made as 
to the time to be allowed for voting, as tho Secretary pointed out that 
the further reference of the question to the branches would mean a 
considerable delay in the publication of the Annual Report. "Eventually 
it was left to the Executive Council to fix tho thne. 

· H. QuELCH (Executive Council) supported the proposal to increase 
the contributions from members to branches. It should not be necessary 
to make constant appeals to outsiders in order to keep up the funds of 
the organisation, save for special purposes a.I?art fr01n ordinary expendi~ 
ture. To this it was objected that in some Instances il was difficult to 

· get even the penny a week, and that the difficulty would increase if it 
were raised to· zd., but he contended it was quite as easy to get people: 
to pay 2d. as rd. per week. 
. J. HuNTER WATTS (Armley) said that many members already paid 
bonsiderably more than rd. a week, but they must n ot exclude those who 
could not afford more than the penny. It would shut out an enormous 
number. He hoped there would always rernajn room in the S.D.F. for 

·'the poverty-stricken proletariat. . 
The-discussion was continued by J. J ones (Plaistow), H. Dalchow 

(Wimbledon), J. Spargo (Barry), J. E. McGlasson (North Salford), C. J. 
Kebbell (Stoke Newington), C. A. Gibson (Kentish Town), and others. 
The closure of the discussion having been carried by 32 votes to 23, the 
principle of the increase of contributions was put to the vote, and carried 
by 27 vote~ to 24. It was agreed that the delegates of the three branches 
sending resolutions in favour of increased subscriptions (Edinburgh, Stoke 
Newington, and~· Walfhamstow) should meet and embody their various 

" resolutions into one, which should be submitted to the branches. 
After the amendments to rules had been dealt with, the Conference 

adjourned. , 
. On reassembling, the election of the Executive Council for the ensuing 
year took place. Result of election for London portion: Elected-H. M. 
Hyndman, 59; H. Quelch, 59; E. Belfort Bax, 57 ; Herbert Burrows, 56; 
F. P. Cambridge, 53; Mary Gray, 53; C. F. Davis, 48; A. A. Watts, 48;, 
F. G. Jones, 47; J. Jones, 46; W. J. Barwick, 44; Martin Judge, 42. Not 
elected-J. Tungate, 21; C. T. Hen din, 14; J. C. Gordon, 13; 0. Bloch, 
10; H. Dalchow, 10; G. Lusty, 2. 

For the provincial portion of ijle Executive Council only seven 
nominations had been made. It wa~ agreed that these nominees be duly 
elected, and that the branches be asked for nominations to fill the
~acancies, such nominations to be afterwards voted upon by the 
ranches. ' , . 

The next item upon the agenda paper was the following resolution 
from the Executive Council:-" That in view of the collapse of the 



Liberal Par ty, it iA illlj HH1t111,Jo fol' tho H.D.F- to carry out at the next 
election tho electoral polloy HJ~rc · d npnu .nt the last Annual Conference, 
.and that , in the olmnl:lid Q()lHll llon or nlfnin;, the Socialist vote shall be 
-cor.conlr:ttcu on ou l' oW l \ oand\dat(}n whnro they are being put forward; 
.and in other co nut llnonol A tho vatu ntw II be given only to those candi
dates who havn opponml tho c npitall ul ltnpcrial policy in South Africa, 
.and who acc~~pt 

1 
IW lnnncc.l late quontl n1 111 for political action , the Free 

Ivlaintonanoo o l Children in all 13oard Sohools, the Socialisation of Rail
ways, tho oo tll plt ~ lt D01nocrntisa.Uou of onr political machinery, and the 
passin~ of 11 1tl lonal JTIOa 8 l1fCS for lht adequate housing of the people. 
Whoro hot h Llbt r:.ll and 'T'ory arc suppor ters of the aforesaid capitalistic 
·policy, Soolu llnlH shonld ahntain." 

i\ .nllg h t ,uncussion t ook place an lo whether a _resolution from the 
Bl:toldm rn branch, dcalln l{ with electoral policy, should be taken first, 
but ll waH carried by 38 to 7 th at tho ag nda be proceeded with. 

II . ~) u ICJ.C ll (Exooull v ""on neil) Halc.l that, ever since the last General 
E locllon, th o attidntl of tho S.D.F. towards other political parties and • · 
·tho ltuo thoy should . lake in elections had been the subject of \.--=. · ~· 
discuonlon. At t hn lnnt Annual Conference it was decided that, ""~ 
u nder corlaln circun lll l H nc 'S, they should declare in favour of the Tory 
and ngaiust th Li hond Party. A question of electoral policy was 
not ouo of prl nciplt. 

1 
a 11d ntust always be determined by circumstances. 

C ircuuastancofl hav · olw nged since the last Conference, at which there 
was a consl(l ora bl tl 111l nority against the policy then decided upon. In 
view or that faot ll had hcon agreed, practically, to suspend the opera
tion of thnl polloy 11 t t U 1 in fo ranation as to the electoral strength of the 
S.D.F. had boo n nhtnl nod hy tho Executive. There was no reason what
e ver to dtnguhw t ht~ fnol tlmt. 11tnc that time there had been ·a strong 
division of optn lon on tIt Exooul\ v 011 tho policy adopted at the last 
Conference. H ln por 10nal vl w wt\n that tho object they had in view 
could only bo ohtalnou by liW:t ii H or tho policy already agreed upon. 
That policy tnuHt, howovor, bo tnodifi cc.l by change of circumstances. 
The war in South Africa had n1ndo a .considerable change in the outlook. 
It had bronght about a hrcach In th o Liberal Party-the party they had 
felt called upon to seck to dlvld - but it had also made it almost 
i1npossible for anybody with <lumocrntic views to appeal for a vote on the 
·Tory side. Thoro wnH this nohlmn in the Liberal Party. The official 
portion bad been ns I tnpcrlal\stlc and as jingoistic as the Government. 
The Socialists wcro now abl o io rally to their side a considerable number 
-of people who had been hithorto drawn at the heels of the official Liberal 
Party. The Socialist position w:ts seriously menaced by the Imperialistic 
position at the present time. 'They were sometimes asked, "Where are 
the anti .. Imperialistic people with whotn you are asking us to make this ~)·, 
4 alliance ? ' , His reply was that it was not for the Socialist Party to · 
discover them; it was for these people to come out. There was a vast 
number of Radical, anti-In1pcria1istic people with the Socialists over 
t his war. The leader of the Liberal Party said, " I am against the war:~ 

9 

but .I'~ not .goi_ng to vote agains~ i~, because so many of m; followers are 
for tt. Thts bne gave the Soc1ahsts a splendid opportunity of showin 

· that the~ we.re the only party that stood against Imperialism Capitalismg 
and Clencahsm. He .never knew public opinion to fall so I~w as it had 
fallen at the present hme. There was even a project on foot to d 1 
tb~ Queen "Empress of Great Britain and the Colonies" Wellec are 
t~tng was. possible to-day. If it was proposed to rehabilit~te the di~f!~ 

· ngp.t of lnngs a-~d .queens the Li~eral Part'y of the present day would a ree 
to It. The ~octahst Party in this country had in ·their keeping th g k 
of democrat~c gov?~nment, for outside the Socialist movement th!ewor 
no democ~atlc feehng. was 

. I t was passed by 22 votes to 20 that future speeches be limited to fi 
minutes. ve 

~ARTI~ J?D?E (P~3:istow) felt. they should do all they could to combat 
the. tmpenahstic sptrtt. Outside of Socialist opinion there was a 
spru;tkhng of people who. were opposed to the war, but t o-day a man was 
afr~td to .say he was against .the war. If the Socialists could only put an 
end to thts system ?f terrortsm !hey would be doing a good thin . 1 t 
had paralysed the1r propagandist efforts during the last few mgntbs 
The numb~r of people who were prepared to openly oppose the war wer~ 
very few. 1nd~ed. The Soci9-lists were the only people who dared to 
~peak .th~Ir rntnds and t'? stand for truth and honesty in questions of 

. tmpenahsm and the war 1n South Africa. 
J. SPARG~ ~Barr¥) i,ai? they must remember that the S.D.F. was not 

only an anh-tmpenahshc party but a Socialist Party. They must be 
prepa~e~ to fight .. the sw~ater and the monopolist as well as the 
tm~enahst. !he Jingo ?ohcy would wreck itself before long, but the 

.~ so?tal revolution for which the S.D.F. was striving must still be the 
.. obJeCt to work for after Joseph Chamberlain had gone down disho d 

to the grave. noure 
J. J. Krnn (Lynn) objected to the first four lines of the resolutio.n 

down to th~ wor.d ''.affairs." Whether the Liberal Party had" collapsed'~ 
or not was tmmatenal to them. 

'!he CHAIRMAN said that no amendments could be allowed of h" h 
notice had not been given in the ordinary course w tc 

C. A. GIBSON (Kentish Town) wanted to mov~ an amendment and t 0 
or three delegates com~lained that their branches had not had th'e a enda 
early e?"ough to send m amendments. C. A. Gibson~ said that ~s his 
~ranch s amendment.was ~~led out of order be should oppose the resolution. 

<;>me of the~ were of opi.nton that there could be no alliance of an sort 
wtth any section of the Liberal Party. (Applause.) It seemed to hiri: that 
some members of the Conference were trying to lead them into a politic 1 

. ~mbus~. People who wanted peace in South Africa do not want eace ~ 
1ndustr1al En~land. ·, In the propaganda of Social~Democracy th~y 
always preachtng against Imperialism. were 
· J. JoN~s ·(Plaistow) said he was in favour of supporting people who 
_were agatnst the war. The man who in these times boldly declared 



l(J 

himself agninat tho W il l' wnn uhow l n~: t hnt he had some backbone. A 
number of pollth~ t u IW lu I hl u oonutry had risk eel th eir lives by protesting; 
if they h:td UHll't1 1y Wl-lUt ml to I\ Ot1 \J lhnll• tl( nt s they would have supported 
the Govcrnrnont. () II tl 10 olhm· tnnd , many were willing to accept the 
S.D.l?.'s nlnud ptt l u nd nocial prof~riUnluo, but had not got pluck enough 
to oppoAo thn c .ovtwnnwut's policy lu Sonth Africa. The Socialists had 
pcoplu iu W cH' I I I un who wore) with them on social and municipal 
a ffairs, who dnum d thoxnnolvc tu ltha ld and sought custom on the 
strength of ll tolr uupport of the Will\ In South West Hatn many people 
supportc ,t l t li mn J:ml \rally who would not join their organisation, but they 
wer(.) ;u' tnn oh ngnlnst Jtt il ltarlsm no I hey were, and would, if they were 
showu thej way, help tor turn Will Thorne at the next election. He dig 
not wnn t tv fo nn alliauo " with polllt oal parties, but he did want to form 
nn nlll auc with his foll ow workern w h o quite agreed with him. 

DAN l HVIN G (Bnrnloy) n.greeu whh the principle of the resolution, but 
thouJ:h t some of its proviHions too nlrhJgent. The resolution ought to be 
modi fi ed so mewhat , ho nw:~o whilst 1-illmlling to work with the Radicals, ].il ~ · 
m ·ant t hat they wm·u propared to work with them only if the Radical1!'..!1 

woro propnrcd to Htlpporl the wholu Socialist programme. 
T ho c.Hoon:;slon wnu continued by J. E . McGLAssoN (North Salford) 

anu H. J OII NHON (N or Um rnpton). • 
H l t UI 11 t HT lhJ H H()\V (Ashton-undcr-Lyne) said he was as much against 

lho forHwr polloy nf 1H1 pporting Tory candidates as be had ever been. 
After uuwh dlnc.Hitllllo n tho Executive found they could join hands on this 
rcsol ntlon. It ropron 11 lcd the minimum that they could put out to the 
constih wnoluu. T ho nlc1 irreconcilable policy of the S.D.F. had not 
" paid ," a nd t hu d 1tyn of Utrc!e-cornered fights were passed. As the 
S.D.F . wuro in fa.vo ttl' o f pnrltzun( nt ary action, some definite line must be 
taken. H WaH foH by t h l ~ xoo u lt vn n ut t by this resolution they should 
drag in a conutdurahlo tl\llllh( t ' o pnnplo from outside. He would not 
support n pnltoy of vo tl11 g fo1· :u1 a uU -itnperialist merely; they must take 
an ti-hnpcd:dhun and o th er thingH as well. The man who opposed them .. 
on tho Jtcma ntOntioncd in tho rosolution would never be of any use to · 
Socialism nt all . T hey could not L>o nbsolutely logical on every issue, 
and they conld only do th o no Jtt hm~t thin g possible. 

H . M. 1-IYNJ>MAN Bai<.l thoro had b t:on no change of opinion on his part. 
He wanted tho Socialist vot o to go Tory till the Liberals left them fr~e 
to fight seats. ' 

H. QuELCH (Exeontivo Council) sa.id, in reply, that a definite change 
of circutnstances had indnoml him to take up a changed attitude. They 
were concerned not so 111t1 Ch with candidates or programmes as with 
parties. They had always known that the Liberal Party was a capitalist 
party, but the declaration of tho Liberal leading lights in favour ~)' 
Imperialism meant not merely the collapse of Liberal government, t ut" 
the death of the old Liberalism entirely. 
' The Executive Council resolution was carried by 55 votes to 5· 

_The following resolution fro1n the Clitheroe Branch was ruled out of 
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order in view of the passing of the Executive's resolutio? :-"That the ' 
Liberal Executive be requested, wherever t he S.D.F. decide to fight an 
election, to give us an open fi_ght with the T~ries, and, failiJ?g. their 
willingness to do so, the ·Exccnhve of the S.D. F. Instruct all Soc1ahsts to 
vote Tory at the next General E lection." 

,. J. DAwsoN (Blackburn Central) form ally 111 ovcd the ne~t resolu.tion :-
" That in view of the near approach of t h • gcn ·ra l elections, th1s Con
ference of the S.D.F. thinks it necessary that a National Conference of 
all Socialist bodies should be called with a view to adopt one general 
policy and one practical programme for the coming General Election." 

H. M. HYNDMAN said t hey had had enough of such conferences. 
Every time they tried to work or confer with trade union ists~ Fabians, and 
co-operators who do not know their own 1n inds, they Ll ld themselves a 
great deal of mischief. T hey had agreed upon a policy which was 
definite. Did they want anybody to confirm it ? 

The · question was fu rther discussed by C. PuRsElt (Northampton), 
F. I-IANKS (Birminghatn) , and H. QuELCH (Executive Council), and tne 

),· -~esolution was rejected by 28 votes to Ig. . 
The Conference then adjourned till the following morning. 

. On re-assembling on the •·Monday, WiH Thorne again occupied the 
·chair.· 

The annual report, now being ready, was read by the SECRETARY 
(H. W. Lee):- · . . . . 

During the past twelve months the Soctal-Democratlc Federation has 
passed throngh a wave of popular jingoism calculated to test the strongest 
and most deeply rooted Socialist organisation. That the S.D.F. has 
--nome out of it so well as it undoubtedly has done, and is again going 
forward as vigorously as ever now that the jingo fever is abating, speaks 
volumes for the enthusiasm and tenacity of those who have borne aloft 
the · Red Flag of Social-Democracy when it appeared to be almost entirely 
overshadowed by the Union Jack. · 

Seventeen new branches have been formed since the last Annual 
Conference, at the following places :-Kingsland, Silvertown, Tottenham, 
and Upton Park (London and suburbs); Blackpool, Brighton, Eritb, 

· Hastings, Lynn (re-formed}, Manchester Central, Sheffield (re-formed)f 
and Wolverhampton, in the provinces; and Blantyre, Dundee, Falkirk, 
Hamilton, and Kirkcaldy, in Scotland. The number is less than it has 
been for several.years, but it is accounted for by the fact that, during at 
least six months of the South African war not a single new branch of the 
S.D.F. was formed. The revulsion against the blatant jingoism which 

as been keeping back Socialist and democratic progress is evidenced by 
e formation of nine new branches in the past few weeks. , 

Your present Executive Council has held Z4· ordinary,and five sp~cial 
meetings since their election at Manchester. The attendances of the 
London members has been as follows :-W. J. Barwick, 19 ; E. Belfort 
Bax, x6; Herbert Burrows (ill three months), 2I; F. P. Cambridge, 17; 
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C. F. Da":is, 17; Mn.~:r Gra~, 23; 1-I. M. Hyndman (twice absent on 
S.D.F. business), 21 ; l. Jarvis (resigned), 15; F. G. Jones, ZI; Martin 
judge, 19 ; G. Lansbury (recently elected), 6; H. Quelch, 28; H. R. 
Taylor (lapsed through bad attendance), 12; A. A. Watts (recently 
elected), 2. 

. Th~ organisation of the Socialist vote and the political policy which 
1~ to direct it for the advancement of the Social-Democratic movement in 
this country ha vo occupied the attention of your Annual Conferences for 
the past two or three years. These are questions on which the whole oi 
the mon~hun-1. of. the S.D.F. ?ught to mak~ ~p their minds. No question 
of princtplo 1s Involved in It. T~e So.c1ahst vote is the only weapon 
availablo for use .at the present time. We have, therefore to use it in 
whatov~r ma~ner will stri~e our enemies the hardest blow. I~ considering 
the policy which shall gutde that vote we have .. to bear in mind certain 
facts. 1'heir clear recognitiol) will assist us in forming a correct judg .. 
m?nt. The facts arc, briefly (a), that, there being no second ballot in · ( 
this country, any independent candidate is handicapped by his candi-t.n 
daturo being regarded as hopeless by the mass of electors; (b) that the .,., 
bulk of those even who favour the independent candidate will vote for 
one or other of the party candid:ttes on that account; (c) that every · 
a~tempt to fight a thrc~-cornered fight only confirms the public in thfs 
yiew; (d) that, thnst owtn~ to. the obsolete political conditions obtaining 
In this country anll 1na1ntatned by the shrewdness of the· dominant 
cla~ses ancl tho ignorance and supineness of the working classes, the _ 
capitalist pa.rlioa bot ween them ensure absolute political control for the . 
classes whorn thoy roproaent ; (e) that, under .such conditions, that party . 
whoso mmnbcra tnay .intllvitlually profess to be s~cialist.ically_ inclin~d for 
the purpose of catohiug votes iu allvanccd conshtuenc1es, wtth no 1nten- -
tion of translating such profession of principle into legislative fact, is 
our more dangerous enemy; (f) that recent events have accelerated the 
disintegration of that party; (g) a~d that the Socialists, being practically ~ 
the only activo advanced force In the country, should endeavour to 
control the few dcrnocratic elements still remaining in that party. 

At the last Anu na.l Conference the following resolution was carried- by 
51 votes to 31 :- ,. 

"Th~t in tho opinion of this Conference the organised vote of 
th~ SoCial-Demo~ratic Part~ in Great Britain should be directed . 
sohdly to the extinction of Ltberal candidates by the votes being ca~t 
steadily on the Tory side up to and through the General Election. Thfs 
Conference, therefore, instructs the Executive to take such steps as may 
be necessary to give effect to this opinion, and to organise the vote 
thro~ghout all the braJ?-ches of the. Social-Democratic Federation, so 
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that 1t may be ~sed against every Liberal candidate except in instances 
where the ?andtdate b~longs to the ~xtreme Radical Left, and is prepared 
~o war~ w1th the. SoClal-Democrahc Federation for the realisation of 
unmed1ately practical measures.' t 

Subsequently the following addition was passed by 42 votes to 16 :-

: \ 

I3 

"That this Conference urges that steps be at once taken to get 
from the branches of the S.D.F. a return of the number of members in 
each branch entitled to vote at tho next Parliamentary elections. 
Meanwhile -the operation of the former resolution be suspended until that 
return shall have been made., 

In accordance with those instructions, the Executive Council 
· requested the branches to furnish them with tho necessary information, 

l · and followed up that request by three questions: (a) the actual number 
J of members of each branch on the register; (b) the approximate strength 

of the Socialist vote in each division, and the grounds upon which such 
· return would be made; and ' (c) the number of votes each branch could 

influence to vote Tory at the General Election if that policy. were 
decided upon, and the grounds ul'on which such return would be based. 
So few branches, however, took the trouble to send in the required 
i~formation that the whole matter has been left in abeyance. It is 
regrettable that the branches of the S.D.F . have, with a few exceptions, 
shown so little interest in a question of s uch manifest importance. The 

\·,j views of your Executive Council on tho question of electoral policy for 
the next General Elections are contained in the resolution which is on 
the Annual Conference agenda, and which they have submitted for the 
consideration of the branches. -. 
· At the time of our last Annual Conference, the danger of a war with 
the Dutch Republics of South Africa scmncu passed for the moment. We 
stated in our last report, referring to the trouble which was brewing, that 
no one could tell what course the jingo Colonial Secretary, Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain, would think fit to pursue when once he' was free from Par .. 

... liamentary criticism and from the influence of his colleagues in the 
Cabinet. That which we had anticipated soon took place. No sooner 
had Parliament risen than steps were at once taken to render war with 
the Transvaal and Orange Free State " inevitable," to use that blessed 
word which seems to have taken t __ he place of Mesopotami~ The S.D.F. 
had already held its meeting of protest against any hostilities against the 
Dutch Republics, and it is safe to say that, had all those opposed to the 
infamous war in South Africa declared boldly against it when i-t was first 
threatened, the whole of the lives lost on both sides, the misery and anguish 
occasioned, and the millions wasted-all this, as well as the moral degrada .. 
tion of the English people which the khaki fever has brought about, might 
have been avoided. Throughout this miserable camp~ign, not only of the 
rifle and the cannon, but of falsehood and calumny, the S.D.F. has held 
ir>.nti-war meetings wherever it has been possible to obtain halls for that 
purpose, and it is something to be able to say that, notwithstanding 
organised attempts to break up tnese meetings, in no single case has an 
anti-war meeting held under the auspices of the S.D.F. been broken up. 
In January your Executive Council issued a manifesto on the war in 

, South Africa, 3oo,ooo copies of which were distributed by comrades and 
friends. That these manifestoes were well circulated was shown by the 
numerous letters of praise and abuse which were received at our Central 
Office. A selection o£ the letters of our opponents was published for 



some weeks in JuSTI CICt a nd ni ce, culllvatod literary productions some of 
them were. 1 ' 

In February laul :u1 ltnport~nt Congress on Labour Representation 
was held at tho M l1ll.aorla l l·falltn Londou. The Congress was composed 
of regrcsontativ!HJ lrl! u1 the trade unio 1.~s and Socialist organisations. 
Your Exccutivo Htl1 CJl scnt as delegnh.l~ of theS.D.F. Martin Judge James 
!v.facdonald, L.T . . ""- ' I I. Quelch. and 11 . R. Taylor. Your delegat~s gave 
1n a full report ol. Lh c proceedings to the Executive, which report was 
aftcrw.anlo nunt lo all tho branches. At that Congress your delegates 
were 1n utru ~ t od Lo xnove a resolution laying down a basis for the 
fonnation ol a working-class party. 'This they did in the following terms: 

"'J'ho ro prcscntativcs of the working-class movement in the House of 
Coxnmou u Hh all form thoro :1. distinct party, based upon the recognition of 
the cl:u;n war, and having for its ulthnate object the socialisation of the 
tncarw of production, distribution and exchauge. The party shall 
fonnulat c its own policy for promoting practical legislative measures in ·'1 

the iutorcstn of ln.bonr, and shall be prepared to co-operate with any f]~> 
.party that wi11 support tlnch measures, or will assist in opposing measures 1 

· · 

of an bpposUo charnclct'." 
'Thist·csolulion waH dofcated mainly owing to the action of the I.L. P. 

dclcgatoA, who rcftwotl to support at that Congress the principles for the-·· 
advocacy of whi ch tlu y nro supposed to exist, and which have been vo-ted ~ 
by provioun Trad t1 U nlou Congresses. 

Arisi ng ~ut oft la u action of t~e I.L. P. delegates at the Labour Repre
scuta~ion Congnwtt, Lho foJlowtng correspondence passed between the ·( >. 
S.D.l~. anti I. L. P. :-

I. L. P. Ol'flcc, 53, Fleet Street, E.C. 
March 2, rgoo. 

H. W. Loo, Socrelary S.D.F. 
D HAH C<HII~ADE,-May I call your attention to certain remarks 

O!?- page 4 of thiu week's issue of Jttstice anent the conduct of the I.L.P. 
representativ"'u al Lhe Labour Representation Conference. The words 
referred to nro : 

" That rmwlutlon afforde<.l the chiefs of the I.L.P. an opportunity for 
a display of that troachory to which we have unfortunately by this time. 
become ac.customcu.'' 

. I think you will agroo with Jnc that such attacks do not promote those 
Cnendly and harmonious relations between the two bodies which we desire 
to r.ee established. I a1n not aware how far the article in Justice expresses 
the official attitude of the S.D.F. towards the I.L.P. delegates, and I 
sh~uld be glad to hear fro1n you in titne for our next N .A. C. meeting, 
which takes place on the 26th iust.-Yours fraternally, 

JoHN PENNY. 

To this letter the following reply was sent by order of the Executive 
Council of the S.D.F. :-

, I 

I,{) 
>.§ 

,) 

IS 

S.D.F. Office, 3, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, E.C., 
March 14th, xgoo. 

John Penny, Secretary I. L. P. 
DEAR CoMRADE,-In reply to your let tcr of March :znd, I am directed 

by our Executive Council to send you tho following resolution passed by, 
them at their last meeting :-

"This meeting of the Executive Con neil of the S.D.F., having had 
their attention drawn by the N .A. C. ,of tho I.L.P. to the passag~ quote.d 
from Justice o£ :rvrarch 3ru, accepts that statCinout :-.s fully._expresstng the1r 

· view of the conduct of the I. L. P. delegates at tho Labour Representation 
Congress, and confirrns it as an Executive Council."- Yours fraternally, 

H. W . LEE, Secretary. 

It must be remembered that your Executive Council did not volunteer 
any expression of opinion on the conduct of the I. L. P. delegates at the 

•, Labour Representation Congress. ~~Tho statement of their opinion was 
sent iti response to a requ~st from the N .~.<:;-. of the I.L .. P., w~ich left 
yot;tr Executive no alternative but to reply 1n th~ manner lfl: whtch they 
answered. Afterwards a statement appeared 111 tho Clarwn. and the 
Labm1.r Leader that, in consequence of that reply, the N .A. C. of the I.L. P. 

~ declined to hold further communication with the Executive Council of the 
.S.D.F., though such decision, if arrived at, bas never been communicated 
to the S.D.F. ' 

· Nothing further, of course, has transpired with regard to the fusion of 
'the two orgaE.isations. The correspondence between the I.L.P. and S.D.F. 
published in last year's report sho-:vcd th_at the N.A.C. of the. I.L.P. 
would: have nothing further to do w1th fus1on, but wer~ suggesting the 
federation of all Socialist bodies in its stead. When this proposal came 
betore our last Annual Conference, next business was voted by 47 votes 

to 7· ' 
The first attempt at organising a great N atio!J~l Labour Festival ·at 

the Crystal Palace on the First of May was exceedingly successful. w~en 
we consider the difficulties which presented themselves to the " F1rst 
of May Committee." The decision of the railway companies not to .run 
excursion trains to the Crystal Palace caused the collapse of the v.artous 
provincial parties which were being formed. :ijowever, nearly 14,ooo 
people passed the turnstiles of the Crystal Palace last First of May, and 
doubtless that number will be greatly exceeded on May Day, 1901. 

The great International SoCialist Congress of Igoo will ~ake place in 
Paris in six or seven weeks' time, and those branches wh1ch can sen_d 
delegates, but nave not yet decided to do so, should make up t~elr 
minds with as little delay as . possible. We want the S.D.F. delegation 
to be as large a one as can be got together. Th«: S.D.F .. w3;s c_om .. 
missioned by the French Committee to translate and 1ssue. the lnvitattons 
for this country, and most of them were sent out by .W1ll Thorne, the 
chairman of this Conference, who kindly undertook that task. 

At the New Year's meeting held at the Club and Institute Union, 
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London, l:;tst J anunry, 1\ IWll'hlc tahlol wau unveiled in the hall to the 
memory of our Into oo1nl'ndo, W. G. Poarson. Comrade Fawcett, a 
membe.; of the Lincoln brunch, and hnnl owner of that city, has 'had a 
newly-constructed nuil111~: hoat natno.<l t ll o ' ' W. G. Pearson." 
.. Last autun1n uorn o prosccutionH W<.lrc instituted by the officials 
of the Parks Col1lmlll eo .of the London "" ounty Council against some of 
our London nwmhorn for Gelling litorabtro in the parks and open spaces 
under the Couu ·ll 't; bye .. Jaws without. tho sanction of the Parks Co·m
mittee. It iA quit lrne thnt a bye-law requiring the permission of the 
Parks Com milt for the sale of Jlttn·ature in the Parks exists, but· 
since the Lotulon County Council took over the control of the Parks and 
open spacou frotn the old Mctropo1itau Board of Works, literature had 
been sol<l wilhout any ohjocUon being- m::tde by the L.C.C. officials. The 
sumnton11cs were taken out during tho , ouncil's recess, when no meeting 
of tho Parks Committe< would be huld for a few weeks, which made our 
position all the more difli cu1t, as thero wns no one to appeal to,. save the 
very oflicials who suddctdy became intent on enforcing a bye-law whicp. 
had bocn allowed to Japno completely. After obtaining adjournments of 
the sutnn1onscs for s voral weeks, th ey were at last withdrawn by the 
Solicitor's Dcparbnent of the L.C.C., and ultimately permis!:iion was 
granted to tho London branches of the S.D.F. to sell literature in the · 
parks and open 8pncon under the jurisdiction of the L.C.C. 

Conskloring tho tnad outburst of furious jingoism, prevalent more ot 
Ie·ss durin t; tho p:t~ t Hovun or eight months, but now happily on ~he wane, , 
we expected to do vory badly at the municipal elections last November·. 
For that ranson thoru wnn a less number of candidates than usual ·put 
forward. Dospito tht unfavonr:tblo conditions under which our candidates 
ran, only two 1watu wort) Jn 11l In Wcot Ham, where our comrades had to ... 
face a co1uhiuaUon of profml Hnll frf ·ndo and · avowed enemies. On the 
other hand wo gn.l11od fJO:ttn wHh ' l'om Ilurloy at Blackburn, A. C. Paton 
at Greenock, and J. \V . . Milsloatl at ·ruuhridgc Wells, this being the third 
time that tho oloctors of tho laltor town have sent their annual contribu
tion of a rnotnbor of tho S.D.F. to the Town Council. As regards other 
local elections, cornrade Thompson kept his seat as Rochdale borough 
auditor, beatln~ hi!:J Tory an<l Liberal opponents; comrades Goodwin and 
Hird retained their scat A on tho G rays and Colne School Boards respec.
tively; the Norwich S.D.F. and I.L.P. gained a victory by the election of 
comrade Roberts to tho Norwich School Board; and our Walthamstow 
branch returned cotnrado Ulnl to thoir School Board. 

As there has not been sufficient money in the Political Secretary's 
Wages Fund to warrant tho pcrrnancnt appointment of anyone in place 
of Joseph Chatterton, your Executive Council decided that it would be 
well to use a portion of that fund for organising work during the present :t) 
season. Consequently they are subsidising the wages of the Scottish 
organiser, W. Gee, to the extent of ros. per week, as they were empowered 
to do by the vote of the Edinburgh Conference in 18g8. They also sent 
out comrade J. Jones, formerly of Wig an, on a short propagandist tour in 
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Lancashire, from which he has just returned. The London Central 
'council, too, are employing George Hewitt for a portion of his time in 
metropolitan organising work. ._ 

It is no new state of things for the S.D.F. to be short of funds. But 
there are times when the paucity of funds is felt more than at others. 
The present titne is one of them. Opportunities of rousing public atten
tion on important issues have often to be pnssod by for want of money to 
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defray the bare necessary expenses of an agitation. Apart altoget~er from 
· · _the war in South Africa, there is the famine in India, where deaths may be 

counted rather by millions than by thousands. Public meetings should 
have been held and manifestoes distributed setting forth the causes of the 

.. terrible devastation of our great Eastern dcpenden.cy which we rule by 
the sword. 'hen there is the situation in China, and its effect~ on · the 
Lancashire cotton trade; the commencement of the collapse of that trade 

'-boom which has made thousands of workers lose sight of the position of 
.tqeir class in a transient plenitude of that work which they seem to love 
so rriucb-all these are matters on which the S.D.F. should possess the . 
nea:ri~ of flooding the industrial districts with tnanifcstoes and handbills. 

~·>~ For the 'purpose of doing something towards remedying this lack of 
. ·.funds which cripples our work in every direction, it is proposed to hold a 

' Bazaar and Fancy Fair at St. Martin's 'I' own Hall on Boxing Day, 
\December 26th, and the following day. 'fhc proposal was originally 
made by the London Central Council for its local funds, but it was 
afterwards thought desirable to make the Bazaar a national affair and to 

. -~pp~al to_members and friends in aU parts of the country for assistance 
in ensuring its financial success. The [1 ,ooo for the S.D.F., which is the 

· object of the Bazaar, is a big effort, but it can be done if each and every 
member will set himself and ,Jlerself to work between now and Christmas 
to do whatever can be done in the many and various directions in which 
it is possible to help. 

Full particulars concerning the Bazaar are being sent out to the 
branches by our comrade Herbert Arthur, who has undertaken the duties 
of Secretary.to the Bazaar Committee; and it only requires the hearty 
co-operation of our comrades throughout the S.D.F. to secure for our 

.. organisation the funds to carry on a vigorous propaganda for the celebra

. tion of the opening of the twentieth century. 
, A few questions were asked and a short discussion took place on the 

report, which was then passed. 
· DAN IRVING (Burnley) opened the discussion on the following resolu
tion from the Blackburn branch: ''That this Conference of the S.D.F., 
whilst endorsing the general policy and attitude of Justice on the war, 
egrets that its columns have been allowed to be used for stirring up race 

prejudice ~nd antagonism, _and t~at s?ch anti-Semitic arti~l~s and 
notices wh1ch have appeared 1n Justzce, betng contrary to the op1n1ons of 
the members of the S.D.F. and the principles of Social-Democracy, 
should therefore not be allowed in Justice." He would not say that the 
charge .made against Justice was in the main true, but it was the fact that 
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a large nutnbcr of lh _ J wluh an •nlwrtt of the S.D.F. had taken that view 
of the paragraph wtal ' h had tLppoarotlln the paper. It was well to have 
the question diHOUtH Md, 110 a !j to llo away with the impression that there 
was any desiro to ulll up racial auhnor1 ty. , 

II. gunLC~I ( le x aullvc Council) d nicd absolutely that the columns 
of Jush~e hncl ovtH' boon a11owed to lm used for stirring up ra~e hatred 
.and antagonhun . ~rhose who, rna<l(l lhat charge ~hould subm1~ p~oof~, 
and say, •• Thmm are your dehbernl nltcmpts to stu up race preJudices. 

A. BuooK I (Blackburn Central) malorsed what Quelch said that there 
bad btm l1 110 Intention of creatluf: race prejudice, but some J ewlsh 
comradtH\ had taken it In that ligbt. and he thought every care should be 
tak~n 1 o n void such rnhHlnderstandln~. 

J. FtN.N• a Jewish comrade, having received the permission of the 
Conforonce to addresB th ·rn, said ho would be the last person to accuse 
oornradcs Q uelch ancl llyndman of wishing to .stir up race prejudice, l;>ut 
tbeJr H<m titnents could l>o construed as raising race hatred. They played 
into the hands of tho auli -Semites. People on the Continent might co~1\' 
demn capitalist cxploitntion, but. Instead of seeing that it was· due to th\. :1 
systcJn, they blamed til 1 Jews. pfho effect of the articles in Justice would 
he flllt whcJl they pnt up a Socialist candidate in the East End of London. 

J. SPA HGO (Barry) naid there bad been a tendency in some of the 
things which hnd a ppeared in Justice to create an anti~Semitic feeling 
by snch phnuwn au •• a gang of Jew capitalists." But he did not think 
tho tone.~ of tlw n ol utJ ou was justified. All they had to do was to make 
it clear Ua:tt. they had nothing to do with people who ~endeavoured to stir :. 
up raoo lw. trod . · 

HHlOJJ CHT HuHuow t (A nhton -nndcr-Lyne) said nobody believed that 
Jttstia had trl•~d to utl.r up rnoo hatred or to play into the hands of the 
anti-Scmth.H1, hnt cortaJn phraBctil had heen miscontrued. He wanted 
Qu~lch to umlu~ It clear, so-that it could go outside the Conference tha,t 
Socialists hat.l notldng in common with the anti-Semites. 

H. QtlHI.CII (Executive Council) replied as editor of Justice. If certain 
capitalfst J ow a, for their own purposes, tried to make out that what had 
been said In ( .htstire was anti-Semitic, he could not help lt. The war 
was being hcJd up to pcop]c as an object for patriotism; they ~ad 
explained that the war was being carried on in the _interests of an inter
national financli\1 ~nng, In oAt of whom w~re Jews. They had said nothing 
against the Jew capitalist that they were not prepared to say against the 
British capitalist, but apparently if a man was a Jew nothing must be said 
against him. · 

Urgf:'ncy having been passed, the Blackburn resolution was withdraw ;,)~_ 
and a committee consisting of Burrows, Finn, Quelch and Spargo we · ~'IJ 
appointed to draft a resolution · dealing with the matter. The 
following resolution was afterwards presented and passed unanimously :
"That this Conference of the S.D.F. regrets that any impression should 
have gained ground that Justice by its articles or the S.D.F. is in any way 
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anti~Semitic, and declares that the Social· Democratic movement in this: 
country is thoroughly in line with the Social- Democracy of the 'world in 
its· detennined opposition to all international capitalism, to all anti~ 
Semitic parties, and national antagonisms wilhont distinction of race or· 
creed.'' "' ~ 

The following resolution from the Peckhan1 branch was rejected by 
31 votes to I7: " The possibility and advisability of establishing a 
quarterly periodical having for its object the llissCiniiiation internationally 
of accur'ate information regarding the progr~sH of the Socialist 
movell)ent." ' 

The next resolution was from the Edinburgh branch: "That, con~ 
sideri~g the present lack of propagandists in the n1oven1tmt, the Conference 
con~ider · and devise some systematic method of training and educating 
propagandi$ts." . 

Thi~.~:W-as formally moved by the two Edinburgh delegates, comrades 
. ATII'rEsb-N and HATELIE. The resolution was carried by 36 votes to 7· 
·11 was then pointed out that the Conference had passed a resolution to 
consider the question, and the deputy-chairn1an (Dan Irving) suggested 

·' .tl:iat the Leith resolution op the same matter be taken. This resolution 
ran: "That the Conference instruct tlie Executive Council to draw up a 

· syllabijs of the books .. necessary for the guidance of pupils, and that a 
·· c<;>lumn of Justice be devoted to the carrying on of a correspondence 
class, with the appointment by the Exec utive Council of a capable man 
to take up the. work." 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that it would take a great deal of time to 
formulate a scheme at the Conference, and suggested that the whole 
matter ' be referred to the Executive Council. This was carried by 
44 votes to I. 

The following resolution from Stoke Newington was rejected by 
31 votes to IS after a slight discussion:-" That, in view of the wide
area cQvered by the S.D.F., it is impossible for one organiser to satis~
factorily cover the whole. This Conference, therefore, instructs the 
Executive Council to divide the area up into districts, one organiser. to 
he appointed to each. To each district a subsidy of ros. per week shall 
be paid from the Political Secretary's Wages Fund, or, should that be· 
abolished, from the funds of the Central Office, towards the district 

· organiser's wages, the balance to be raised by the branches within the 
district. No organiser to be appointed until the Executive Council have· 
been satisfied that the balance of the organiser's wages will be forth

oming, at1d at present the number of distri~ts to be subsidised shall not 
--: . ceed four. The Executive Council to have the right to summarily 
dispense with the services of any ·organiser should his wages not be 
regularly forthcoming." 

Rather late in the morning WILL THORNE announced that he would 
have to leave the chair to continue his ordinary trade union work. 

Before the Chairman left the room H. QuELCH said he should like, on 
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behalf of the Conference, to express the satisfaction which was felt in 
reference to Councillor Thorne being adopted Parliamentary candidate 
for South West rla1n. He was sure the Conference would do all in its 
power to secure his return. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN : I thank you for your kind words, I know .. that so far 
as our local comrades are concerned they will do everything in their 
power to put Inc at the top of the poll. We shall undoubtedly' have a 
hard fight, because I know that many of our fellow workmen in the trade ~ 
union movcutent are bitterly opposed to my running a~- a candidate. Th~y 
say, "You are all right in a local council chamber, but you are no 
politician." Well, I admit that, but I know what I am fighting for. I am 
not a very eloquent speaker, but if I do get returned they will probably 
know I am there. (Loud applause.) -- · 

The Leith branch had placed the following resolution upon the Con
ference agenda paper : " That this Conference take steps in the appoint· 
ment of a new editor for our organ Justice." Protests were made by so~ ·1 
of the delegates against the resolution, which they considered implie~J 
censure on the present editorship of Jztstice without any definite criticism~ 
being tnade, and without the branch taking the trouble to be represented 
at the Conference. The CHAIRM"AN expressed his intention to rule the 
question out of order, but H. QttELCH (Executive Council) pressed that 
the sense of the Conference might be taken upon it, and that they might 
express their opinions as to whether resolutions of this kind, which 
an1ounted to attacJcs of a personal character without any reasons being 
given, should in fntnro be allowed upon the agenda paper. · 

Correspondence fron1 the Executive Council and the Leith and Edin
burgh branches on tho subject was read, and finally the Conference 
unanimously negatived tho resolution, and instructed the Executive 
Council to iu future permit no such resolutions to appear upon the agenda 
paper ofany Annual Conference. ' 

The discussion on the "Consolidation of International Relations" 
was opened by I-I. M. HYND!\-IAN. Though small in numbers the Social~ 
Democratic Party in this country was greater than they really knew. 
They were tho representatives of the largest single political party in 
Europe. That fact was incontrovertible, and consequently they should 
act, not simply as the Social- Dotnocratic Party, but the English Social
Democratic portion of that party throughout the world. At the present . 
time they had no means of voicing international opinion, and no 
means by which Social-Democrats in various countries could help one 
another. Twenty or thirty years ago they had an international committee, 
which issued leaflets and manifestoes on all great international question ~~) 
That was when the party was weak, but now that th.ey had become muc l 
stronger they were without such a committee. He brought forward the 
f~llowing resolution recommended by the Executive Council for considera
tion at the approaching Paris International Congress :-

'That this, the Twentieth Annual Conference of the Social-Demo. 
cratic Federation, in view of the rapidly-increasing growth and vigour of 
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the Social-Democratic Party in all civilised countries, urges upon the 
delegates assernbled at the great International Congress in Paris the 
appointmeftt of an International Committee to maintain the continuity of 
International Socialist cornradeship and propaganda from Congress to 
Congress, to issue manifestoos and pamphlets on subjects of international 
interest from time to time, aud to aid in tho conlplcte organisation of the 
workers of all countries in order to obtain complotc control as an inter
national indu-strial commonwealth over the powers of mankind for wealth 
production and all the enjoyJnent of life." 

J. HUNTER WATTS (Armley), in seconding the resolution, qu,estioned 
whether they utilised to tho full the opportunities which already existe4. 
He thought that Socialists should endeavour, by blending themselves 
more clos~ly -\vitl;l the trade union movement, to avail th on1selves of that 
aniount ofinternational organisation .which they had acrtuired. 

HERBERT BuRROWS said he entirely disagreed with the previous 
.. ~peaker, for when the trade unionists becatnc Socialists they would hear 
··. nothing more about their trade unionisrn. What Hyndman suggested 

.... . was absolutely necessary to bind together the Socialist community 
throughout the world. 

< -\_. .: , E. BELFORT BAx suggested that ·the resolution should go forward to 
· ·the IIlternational Congress as the resolution of the Annual Conference 

of the S.D.F. , 
After some further discussion the resolution was carried nem. con. 

· As the afternoon was drawing to a close, it was agreed that the 
question of the pla~e for the holding o~ the next Annual Confet~nc~ be 
taken. The follow1ng towns were nominated and voted upon· :-Birming
ham 23, Tunbridge Wells 8, Blackburn 7, Reading 4, Glasgow 3, Hanley 
3, Marylebone 2, and Plymouth 2. On a second vote being taken, 35 
delegates voted in favour of Birmingham and II in favour of Tunbridge 
Wells. The result of the voting was greeted with applause. 

The following telegrams were read by the CHAIRMAN :-
"The Social-Democratic Labour Party of Holland sends best wishes to 

Conference and expresses admiration for gallant stand against imperialism. 
-HENRI PoLAK, President." . 

" South Salford Social-Democrats send greetings from Disley annual 
picnic; enjoying ourselves amidst downpour of rain. Letter for Justice 
follows. Reply paid.-SuTTON, White Horse Hotel, Disley ." 
, The reading of the telegrams was warn1ly received and suitable replies 

·were cabled. 
H. QuELCH then delivered an address on the advantages and dis

advantages of a citizen army, and pointed out that the Swiss system was 
undoubtedly the best system of military organisation which existed at 
present. It might be asked why they, as Socialists, should trouble about 
such a matter seeing that they were in favour of international peace. 
Well, they had to recognise that they were a practical political party 
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At the present time they were living under a system which rested on a 
basi,t of force, and conocquently they wore brought face to face with the 
question of military organisation. Dnrlng the past twelve months they 
had heard a great d al of pro·militarisrn and had been threatened with 
the introduction of lhe conscript syston1. Undoubtedly there would be a 
very strong feeling against such a system, but to his mind there were 
things worse than conscription, and jingoism was one of them. 
With the best intentions in the world, universal disarmament was out of 
the question. At the present time tho people who shouted most for wars 
were not going to do any of the fighting. The majority of the hooligans 
who attctnplcd to break up the peace 1neetings had never shouldered a 
rifle, and, what was more, never intended to. Now his proposal was that 
every 1nan should be armed-and every woman, too, he should say. The 
effect of n standing army, whether conscript or voluntary, was that it put 
an instrument in the hands of the governing classes, not for the purpose 
of resi sting invasion, not for the purpose of foreign aggression, but forth~ , 
purpose of keeping down the people. A small body of well armed and ( ) 
trained men used by the governing classes was enough to keep down the · . 
people, hut if all were anned that would be impossible. If the people f 
who held advanced idoas were as well armed as the reactionary element 
which now formed their volunteer force, they would be on an equality with 
thenl, anu it woulu ho absolutely impossible for a governing minority to· 
keep down the majority. It was for them to say that if there was to be 
a reorganisation of the rnilitary system or any steps taken in the direc
tion of conscription, certain men should not be chosen to form that 
military organiHa.tlon, but universal armamen:t should take place. That 
would place ovury IHan on a perfect equality, and when they were in the 
majority thoy woulu ho ahlo to uso tho power of the majority. It might 
be contended that thoy should rathllr a<.lvo9ate universal disarmament 
now than nnivon~:tl arrnamont; that as opponents of war and believers in 
international poaco an<.l solidarity, thoy were rather inconsistent jn 
advocating that every rnan should be a soldier. In answer to that he 
might point out thn.t we had to deal with things as they were and not with 
things as we wonld like them to be. When Socialism was established war 
would disappear as a 1nattcr of course. But at the present time the 
nations were actually at war with one another, and the nation which under 
present circumstances dlsarmod would be entirely at the mercy of the 
great military despotisms. Did anyone doubt that it was the assumed 
weakness of the Transvaal which tempted Jameson and his fellow con
spirators to make that foolish and criminal raid, which had been the 
beginning of so much wrong and sufiering? But besides this war between . 
n~tions there was the war between classes, and with the main body of the . ) 
people unarmed and untrained In .the use of arms, the capitalist class 
would not be slow to organise bands of armed men to keep the rest of the 
people in subjection, as had already been done in America with the 
Pinkertons. The only way in which such a danger could be guarded 
against under present conditions was by the arming of every citizen, so that 1 
every citizen should be a soldier, and every soldier should be a citizen , 
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-so that every 1nan would be cap~bl.e of fighting for his country or his 
liberty but there would be no stand1ng army at all. 

H. 'M. HYNDMAN open d the !!ext discussion on '.'The Comin_g 
Cataclysm in India." llc cxpla1ned that the Executive thought 1t 
would be well to take the 1natter into sortouH consideration, because the 
Social-Democratic Federation was the only body in. the 9ountry .that had 

· devoted any serious attention to the fan1in~ that existed. ther~,. and also 
because it bore very seriously n pon the SoCial-Dmnocrat1c pos1t1on. The 
men who went out to dorninate the Indians, when they came back to 
England· . ~lrriost without exception joined tho reactionary force~, and acted 
with them. Every year th~y were talnng out of India for .the 

~ support of the upper and .1n1ddle cla~scs an amount equal ,to thirty 
· millions sterling reckoned 1n gold. 1 hoy were told that one of the 

objects of e·xpansion of the British Empire. ~as to in~rcase trade. . Wel1, 
there were .~"so mjllions of people u~d~r l}nhsh rule tn. India, and 1£ they 
calculated ·what they took from Bntatn Jn the wa~ ol trade they would 
find that lt did not a1nount to more thai! one sbtlling JJer he~d. Tb.e 
reason was this-that they had a perfect IJght to tra<l~ wtth Indta, .but 1£ 
they entirely impoverished the people who should b~ their c.nstomers 1t was 
impossible for thexn to buy. Even from an£ s. d. po~nt. of vtew, the present 

· :_policy in India was ruinous, but if they looked at 1t In another way t~ey 
\·would find it was one of the most horrible exarnples of oppression 

recorded in history. He said deliberately from that plattorm that the 
··· :.horrible atrocities which were recorded in early Indian history were not 

·.\vorse lhan those which they, a God ~fcaring, decent, respectable English 
· people-were doing that day in India. The result of British rule was 
something terrific, and matters were .made worse ~y opponents of the 
system not being able to get a hearing on the subject. As a matter of 
fact, Lord Salisbury knew that what he said was correct, a.~~ over ~n~ 
over agai~ he (Lord Salisbury) had spoken about "the b~eed1ng o~ Indta. 
The present famine was one of the worst ever known 1n the htstory of 
the world. In all the records of humanity, there had never been a 
famine approaching that one in horror. If it came by accident they 
could not grumble, but in one district alone 4o,ooo pools, which bad been 
built by Indians for the irrigation of the land, had been allo~ed to fall 
into desuetude. · The famine in India was a manufactured famine-manu
factured by the very same class which domi?ated the worker~ here.. One 
hundred millions of people were now suffenng from starvation ow!ng to 
the famine, and bow did it come about ? They were told that Indta was 
taxed lightly, but whereas under native admin_istration not more .than 
one-sixth of the produce was taken as land tax, tn the Central Provinces 
we took as much as half of the total produce. If the taxation was used 
to make provisio1,1 against scarcity or for useful public works, there might 
be some reason for it. But it was used for nothing of the sort. It was 
brought over here for ·home charges and pensions. This state of things 
could not continue. The trade of Lancashire was being affected by the 
fact ·that the people of India could not buy. He co~cluded his speech 
with a vigorous appeal on behalf of the natives of Ind1a. 
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_R. RoFFEY, J. JoN FS and H g w~t~h followed, . tho la.Her ointi.n UEL CH took part in the discussion 
mtlhons of people in India pdid ~ out that the condition of the . 250 
attempt to crush a. population of 3~~ att~acst so muc? attention as the 

E B ,ooo m outh Afnca 
• ELFORT B AX read a pap h " • 

J 
. K VAN V er on t e Settlement in South Africa " 

• • l>l t R EER, representat' f h . • {!et ~Vo!k, took part in the discussion ~hie~ i If Sodctal-Democratic daily 
OUierencc tht fraternal greef f . o owe ' and tendered to the 

co~gra~ulatcd the S.D.F. on th~~d~t the'! comrades fr.om Holland. He 
pol!CV !ll this country. The Dutch G ermmed stand agamst the imperialist 
p~ltcy tp J nva. At Atcheen the Dut~~e~~ebt had ~lso their imperialist 
t e nabvc~ for y~ars past. The re a . een vamly trying to crush 
against this pohcy in the Dutch pre~entahve, Van Kol, had protested 
workers would shortly send H dParhament, and he hoped the English 
House of Commons. In H 11 yn man to do the same in the English 
several representatives on lo~ai~~u~~ls.had three Socialist M.P.'s, and 

1-IE R BERT BuRRows sn e t d h lation to their Dutch com~!d!se o; t~ t_hey should paes a vote of congratu6,'>·.·' 
thanks to the West H am comra etr prog;ess tn .Holland, and one or"' 
delegates to the Ann ual Con£ des for their cordial reception of the 
carne to West Ham their chair~:~ce. rdebhoped that t.he next time they 
name. wou e able to wnte M.P. after his 

T he votes were carried with acclamation. 
H. M. HYNDMAN at the c 1 . . goi~g ~rom this lo a' far •reafe~c uston .of the Conference, said they were 

Soctahst Congress whicl~ had gath~nng, to the greatest International 
and responsiiJllity, the greater th~e~riu:nhhteldb. Th_e greater their work 

Th C P o e achieved 
e HAlRMAN, in his closin ., · 

redoubled forco for the Socialist ~~Clnarks , urged them to work with 
three cheers for International Soct"alveDment, and the_meeting closed with · emocracy. 
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PROGRA1V11VIE .AND RULES 

OF 'IllE 

SOCIAL=DENlOCR.ATIC l~E DE R.ATI 0 N. 

(.As revised at the Annual Conference held at Stratford, August 5111 
and Gth, 1900.) 

OBJECT. 
· THE. Socialisation of the Means of l'rmlnction, Distribution, and 

Exchange, to be controlled by a Democralio Slate in the interests of the 
eutire commnnity, and the complete Emanci pa tion of Labour from the 
Domipa.tion of Capitalism and Landlordism, with the establishment of 
Social and Economic Equality between tho S ·xr.!s. 

\ ·. ' PROG RA 1\11\11 ~. 
I i..',All Organjsers or Administrators to be elected by Equal Direct 

Adult .Suffrage, and to be maintained by the Cotnmunity. 
H.-Legislation by 'the People in such wise that no project of Law 

shall become binding till accepted by the majority of the People. 
III.-The abolition of Standing Armies, and the establishment of 

National Citizf.n Forces; the People to decide on Peace or War. 
IV.-All Education to be Compulsory, Secular, Industrial, and Free. 
V .-The Administration of Justice to be Free to all. 
VI..:_The Means of Production, Distribution, and Exchange to be 

declared and treated as Collective or Comrnon Property. 
VlL-The Production and Distribution of Wealth to be regulated by 

the Comn1unity in the common interests of all its Members. 
VII I.-The establishment of International Courts of Arbitration. 

PALLIATIVES. 
To palliate the evils of our existing society the Social-Democratic Federation 

rges the following measures for.in:mediate adoption:-

~-- NATIONAL. 
Free, Secular, and Technical Education, compulsory upon a.ll classes, togct11er 

with Free Maintenance for the children in all State Schools. 
No child to be employed. in any trade or occupation u•:tl 16 yenrs of llKO, 

and heavy penalties to be inflicted on employers iofringing this law . 



Eight hours ~r less to be the Normal W orking Day, ?r not I_Uore than _For~y
Eight Hours per Week, to be fixe~ in. all trades and tndustnes by L~gtslatlve 
Enactment. Imprisonment to be tnfhcted on employers for any 1nfnngement 
of this law. 

Cumulative Taxat ion upon a11 incomes exceeding [3oo a year. 
State Appropriation of Railways and Canals. . 
The extension o f the Post 0 ffice Banks so that they shall absorb all pr1 vate 

institutions that derive a profit from operations in money or credit. 
Repudiation of the National Debt. 
Nationalisat ion of the Land, and the organisation of labour _in . agriculture 

and industry under State or Municipal control on co-operative pnnctples. 
The Disestablishment and Disendowment of all State Ch.urches. 
The E~tablishment of Adequate Pensions for the Aged and !~firm Work~rs. 

Every person attaining the age of fifty to be kept by the Community, work betng 
optional after that age. 

Abolition of the present Workhouse System, and the Provision of Useful 
Work for the Unemployed. State Control of the Lifeboat Service. c. 

MUNICI PAL . '1 jl 
The Compulsory Cons truction by Public Bodies of Healthy Dwelling~ for the · ~ 

People, su.ch dwellings to be let at rents to cover the cost of constructiOn and 
maintenance alone. 

P ublic Ownership and Control of G:as, Elect~ic Light, ~n~ Water Supplies; 
the organisation of T rn.m way and Omntbus Services and similar monopolies in 
the interests of the en ti re community. 

The E stablishment of Municipal Hospitals and Dispensaries, Cemeteries and 
Crematoriums. P ubllc Control of the Food and Coal Supply. 

As means for the pcacon.ble attainment of these objects the Social-Democratic 
Federation acl vocnt '~3 : -

P ayment of Membem ot: Parliame nt and of all. local bodies. Payment of 
Official Exponscn o[ Elecuon s . oul of the Pu~hc Funds. Adult Suffr~~e. 
Triennial Parlii\mcn ts . P roportiOnal Representation. Second B~ll?t. Imtt~
tive and H.efcrondum. Canvassing to be made Illegal. Abohtwn of tlie 
Monarchy and tho H ouse of ~ords. ~xt~nsion of the Powers of County, Town, 
District, and Pari sh Councils. Legislative Independence for all Parts of the 

Empire . RULES. 

1 Any person who accepts in writing, on the form provided for that 
purp.ose, the Programn1e, Rules, and q.eneral Policy of the Social
Democratic Federation, may become, subject to approval, a member of 
a branch of the organisation. No rnember shall be: allowed to belong to 
more than one branch. . 

2 • The minimum subscription of a m~mber shall be one penny a week 
to the-branch ; each branch shall contnbute not less t~an one quarter of 
such subscription to the Propaganda Fund, to be patd monthly. Any ~~·j 
tnember more than 13 weeks in arrears .shall be. struck off the roll of ,, 
tnembership, unless a satisfactory expla?ahon be gtven, and s~all npt }Je 
allowed to join any other branch ~htle those arre~rs remain unp~1d. 
The subscriptions of n1embers on stnke or out of employment or dunng 
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sickness may be reduced or suspended. Bra nches must be notified in all 
cases before subscriptions can be either reduced or suspended. 

1 3· If a number of persons, not leon th an six, apply to the General 
Council for leave to open a branch of tlw l~ •deration, the Council shall 
at once inquire iuto the circumstances, an ll , if satisfied, authorise the 
formation of such branch . · 

4· In opening new oranches of the S. D. F . th o branch so doing . shall 
be called upon by the General or Execnti V() oun cil , when application 
for permission _to form a branch is made, 1 o plnco a t rustworthy comrade 
iri position as secretary of the new branch for Hix 111 011 t hs, or for a shorter 
period, if he or she should find one of tho ulctnLcrn of the new branch 
capable of filling that post. 

· 5· Branches shall elect their own officonl, and draw np such rules as 
they deem proper for their own managemen t, p rovided th at they are in 
accord with. ~he principles of the Federation . Bra uohos shall report 
progress to tp-e ~~n~ral Council at least on co a quarter. I 

6. Wll~re· several branches exist in tho s:une town or d istrict they 
may form t!Iemselves into Local Central Con1mittcos, consisting of 

~, :ielegates -froni the various branches, for local business , such delegates 
,. . to be elected proportionally, the proportion to be decided by the local 

branches. · 
. . . 7· There shall be an Annual Conference of the members of the 
, · :f,e(!,eration. The Annual Conference shall appoint time and place of the 

next Annual Conference, which in every year shall be held within at least 
thirteen months of the preceding Conference. 
. : : ~. Every branch shall be entitled to send to the Annual Conference 
·one delegate, and every branch numbering over so members may send 
two delegates, and for every additional so members one additional 
delegate to the nu1nber of 200 members. Above that number one 
additional delegate to every 100 paying members. The expenses of the 
delegates shall be defrayed by the branch that sends them. Only 
delegates shall be entitled to vote, and no discussion shall be allowed on 
any matter upon which the branches have had an opportunity of 
instructing their delegates. Branches outside the town where the Con
ference is held, which are entitled to send more than one delegate, may, if 
they be unable to pay the expenses of the full number of delegates to 
which they are entitled, record their full number of votes through their 
one delegate. In all cases where delegates claim more than one vote, the 
votes shall be allowed on the average number of members for which the·· 
branch has paid dues during the preceding year. No member· shall be 
eligible as delegate who has not been a member of the S.D.F. for at least 
twelve months. ' 

g. The Annual Conference shall decide the general policy for the 
· nsuing year, and make rules and regulations for carrying out the objects 

.~ f the S.D.F. All resolutions affecting the management of the organisa
tion, which have been round to the branches and passed by the General 
Council, shall be placed on the agenda for the succeeding Conference, to 
be reaffirmed or rejected, and, if reaffirmed, to be embodied in the rules. 
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xo. Notice must 'be given in Just·ice of the date and place of each 
Conference at least two months before such Conierence. 

II. Branches 'which have not been in existence more than six months 
before the date of the Conference cannot vote by their delegates without 
permission of the ntajority of the other delegates. 

12. Notice of intended amendments to the Programme, Rules, and 
General Policy mnst be sent to the General Secretary at least two months 
before the Annual. Conference, such amendments to be sent round to the 
branches. If thought necessary, the branches may then send amend· 
ments to thoso at first sent round at least one month previous to the 
Conference. 'I' he first list of amendments, together with the amendments 
thereto, shaH Lhen be sent to the branches at least fourteen days before 
the Annual Conference. 

13. It shall be for the General Council to summon as many Extra
ordinary Conferences in the course of the year as they deem pt. 

r4. The General Council shall constitute the central body, and shall be 
con1posed exclusively of delegates appointed by the branches of the 
Federation. No one shall be eligible as delegate who has not been a 
1netnber for at least six •n1onths ; and no one can act as delegate for f · 

more than one branch. Every branch shall be entitled to send to the'~ !i 
General Council one deleg~te, and eve:-y branch that has been in 
existence six months and numbers over 100 members may send two 
delegates, and for every additional soo members one additional delegate. 
A branch shall have power to recall its delegate at any time by appointing 
another delegate. A branch may elect any member as its . delegatet 
whether such coJnra tlc be a member of that branch or not, but not more 
than three members of one branch may sit for other branches. The 
delegates shall vote as empowered by the branches on all questions 
speci~ed by tho Agonda Paper, and those unab~e to attend shall ¥orward 
their Instruction H. their votes to be recorded as 1f present. s:Juestlons not 
on the A gctH.la Paper rnay be discussed and voted upon if urgency be 
voted by a three-fourths tnajority, but shall be sent round to the branches 
for confinnation or rejection. The Secretary shall, as soon as possible, 
after each xneeting of the General Council, draw up and send round to 
all the branches a· statement of the resolutions passed at such meeting, 
and an Agenda Paper of the business of the following meeting. 
The General Council shall meet once every three months, the place 
of each meeling to be decided upon by the previous meeting ; · but 
the Executive Council, or a tenth of the total branches of 
the organisation, shall ha vo the power to call a special meeting 
of the General Council. Branches not financially able to send 
delegates to the quarterly Council meetings shall be allowed to have their 
votes .recorded if sent by a properly accredited letter. Fifteen members 
prese~t shall fonn a quorum. The chairman shall be elec~ed by a 
majonty of those present. The ~fficers of the Gen.eral Council sh~ll be )l 
appointed by the General Conned, and shall constst of the following
viz., General Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Politic.al _Secretary~ 
Treasurer, Auditors, and Lecture Secretary. At the exptratton of the 
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term of office of all paid officials, the branches shall be asked fo1 
nominations for the post. 

15. There shall be an Executive Council nominated only by the 
br.anches, and elected by the Annual Conference, which shall . be hel.d 
responsible to and report to each meeting of the General CounciL This 
Executive shall be composed· of twenty.four. n~?.mhers, twelve of whom 
shall be provincial members and members o[ dtllerent branches. Seven 
members shall form a quonnn. The twolvo provincial members of the 
Executive Council shall have supplied to thom before each meeting an 
agenda of all business to be considered a t !HlOh Jneeting. Provincial 
members unable to attend t he Council tnootlngn porsonally shall .have 
the right to record their votes by letter. No Jnoml>cr !.1hall be elec~ed on 
the Executive Council who has been a 1ncmhcr of the S.D .. F. for less 
than twelve months. T he E xecutive Council Hhall in no way go against 
the Constitution and General Policy of tho S. D.F. as laid down by the 
Annual Conference. "The Executive Council shall attend to the carrying 
out of. all resolutions· and decisions passed by the General Council. The 
Secretary of the G·eneral Coun~il shall also be secre~ary of the .Execu~ive 

ouncil. Notices of all meetings of the Executive Connell shall be 
ven in Justice. . 

16 1'he Executive CQuncil may take a poll of the organisation at any 
time "or at the request of not less than six branches signing a requisition 

' cont~ining the matter upon which they . desire that the poll should . be 
taken. / rhe reS?ult of such poll shall have the same effect as a resolution 
of the Annual Conference. . . -. . 

ri.· FINANCE . ..:._Alldues, dofl:abons, and subsc~Iphons ~hall be receivable 
by the Secretary, who shall be empowered to .give r~ce1pts fc, the same, 
and to authorise tqe acknowledgment thereof In Just~ce or elsewhere. No· 
payments shall · be made except by direction of the General or Executive· 
Council, save in cases of emergency, ~hen payments may be made by · the 
Treasurer on · his obtaining the sanction of at least two members of the 
Finance Committee, such payment not to exceed £5· 

1 8. CoMMITTEEs.-The Executive~ Council .shall apl?oint and. define 
the duties and powers of the following committees: Finance, Ltterary, 
Parliamentary, and International. All committees shall present a repolit 
of their work during their term of office to. the Annual Confeten~e. 
Members of these committees need not be rr.~mbers of the Executive 
Council, but no member mf th~ Social-Democratic Federation shall be on 
more than two of these commtttees. 

1g. DuTIEs oF OFFICERs.-The Secretary shall ~onduct a~l corre
spondence as directed by the General and ~xecu~1ve ~oun~tls, keep· 
minutes of all proceedings of the General and Executive Coun_clls, and C!~ 
general meetings of the ·Federation, and submit to t~e Execubv~ Council 
II letters received and copies of all letters .. ·r1tten by h1n1. The 

. easurer shall keep the accounts of the Federatlon,. and a balance-sheet 
shall be submitted to the General Council and sent to all branches one 
a quarter. . . , 

2o. No branch shall be allowed to keep the collechoo tnade "l tt1 qr 



· . ·-o~~D.-aif meeting at whl.ch the lecturer has been.; sup~lied by, the Lecture 
· ~s~~retary, but should, H in difficulties, apply to the General Council Jor· 
" .a ~g-r~nt. · . . 1. 

,,·: ... ·.,~;· .~I. In case of any dispute between any branch and ·the·· .General 
i'' !·Council, a Comtnittcc of Examination shall be formed consisting. of. nine 
,,, ,.::mi:imbers Of tho F ederation appointed by the General Coun<iili· to 

~~·amioe· · into and report to the General Councilon such dispute. Shpuld · 
r·. if then be deornocl neces~ary the General Council shall thereupon ap]ipjnt 

a ··member of the Federation, not a membet . of the · Co~ncil, .·.'as·
1

: it$ 
arb.itrator, and the bra~ch shall appoint another·. member of the Federa· 
tipn :·3:s its arbitrator, and these two shall have the power to 'hear ·such 
·dispute and to appoint an umpire, who must also be .,~ memqer :.of the 
Federation , whose·deci.sion shall ·be final and binding. ":· ·! • / • .. , · 

22. A Board o£ Examination shall be formed~ which shall meet a$ :'•. 

determined by the Executive Council, whose. duty shall be to examine .. 
and question candidates for the. central lecture list ·on .the principles of 
Social .. Democr~cy. · ' I 

1 
'· r' , · · ·. · .· '·· · · 

23. No member of the S.D. F. shall be placed!. on the cen:t:rallecture .. ... 
rlist except on thi: recom':'en~ation of. the branch · t<;> which such.me':'b )1i. 
belongs, or of the local d1stnct counciL No member ·shall be permttte ~ ··If · 
to accept fees for lecturing other than those reeogilised by o( received 
through the Central or Executive' authority. ? · .. ,::· ··1 

24. AI~ members of the S.D. F., before bein.g t;un.·\ as parlHtmentary 
··candidates

2 
shall be required to pass an examination in Socialist 

economics. . · ·l · , ''\ •• ·:, • •.• · .~' 1 ,. 

~5· The· General Council has power .:;· to dissolve any .. branch or ,.e)rpel 
. any member ·of tho F ederation, provided that not les~ than. t,wo~thircls of · 
the G~neral Council , acting on instructions from the branches·lbey re.pre· 
sent, deem the action of such branch or member to be .opposed to . the 
'interests and principle~ of tho F ederation. ., .· ~· :, , .. · .. ·· · .. \ .. 

z6. Before a rnernbcr of tho S . D.F. is nominated for election to any 
. .:legislative or adrninistrativc boc.ly, he or she shall sign a declaratio~ of 
·willingness to ren1ain under the guidance of his or her branch, and to 
withdraw from such body should not less than two·thirds of the branch 
"decide upon it at a special meeting called for that purpose, ·of ''\vhich not 
less· than 21 days' notice shall be given both to the J.ilember c.oncerned 

~and members o£ the branch. Where more thari one branch is concerned, 
not less· than two .. tbirds of the members of the branches ' :concerned. · 
Before being nominated, every me1nber must place in1 the ·~ hands of the 

·General Secretary a letter resigning any public position to 1 which :.be or 
sh¢ might be elected, such letter of resignation to be undated, and to·· be· 

. addressed to the Chainnnn or other official -of tqe ·pUblic body for which 
-the member is nominated. Snch resignation shall ·· not be· 'enforced until 
~21 days after the ·special branch m,eeting bas been ;held 'in ord,er .. :'to ;giv .. ,.~ 
the mt;mber whose conduct is impugned time tci 3.ppea:r to 'th~ ·Gene ',9 

·Connell. ,.. · · :. , 
27: The Council or branches may vote ·don~tions or ·rriake l~vies in 'aid 

·of obJects deemed helpful to the cause of labour.
1 

. · ·~ I 

, I 

·, ·),, '· ~· ,.,, 'i, J l: 

Ei~~~io~a¥~:~~!l).ber shnlltl11Y ouu [>onuy P r month to the Parliamentary 

to th~ Ee~~~~ral):ch .shal\ hu · ' " .vl ~d at }( ltnl ,~ , 6d . p~r year to be paid 
Hall. Prer~:nses .L tllt d JoJ tl efray l n,.~ t. la c) oxpenses of the Central 

~o. Each branch shall l'ay to P oll ll ozd ~ , . . . , , the · sum of 3d i f · oo nJlt try s Wages Fund 
· · ' b .. · per wee < or ovt~ry twl n t.y . t\ vo or part of twenty.~ five . 
mem ers. ·, , I· . 

siiJ:d Ta~e nan;.esffiofi 1111 th tll lllbers of llt tJ Exf)(ll!ollvo Ccuncil sh~ll be 
.·. ', · ,necessa'rt" lyevfoerrypuoblt~ ~tit oouu1mtt passe(} hy lla Exouu live Council notf .. , , 

... lOt\ OU. ,' ·' 
· ,· ·32· ~ll regulations shall remain in foroo unlll ameudeU or ' · dd · .. ,· , ·· · ··1. 

·' .. ~n Ann_Aa! or;.I,~xtraordhmry Conference. rescln,. e at 
b ~3~ci )Yt~~g ~ot P~~vl tlcd for in the pr ·nun t rules ahnll be s~p lied .· · • .. · · 

· ~~~ fythp . A·:·a .. , reglulabonH J to tu the General Council subJ" oct to the revpl·s· l·o ,. , , . 
, · · 0 e . . pnua Conference. ' · n ·., 

yJ . ·''·':·· ''. . , . GENERAL P O LIC Y. ,, ~. 
. , ·. t.. No .. member shall take any public , ·ti · · · · ·. ;/ ·~~ ' aJectioO.s '.~itbout obtaining the consent of auleObr~~C~~~lClp:'-1} Or ohther local'. 
,.' ·· belqng~ -·. 1. . . . whtq l sue member·, 

., ;;:~ ~i-' · .. ~o member shall take any public Parli t ·· r · · · . o~tairu.Qg the consent of the Executive Co . . al men ary po ltlcal acllon Without 
. . N b unc1 . , 

.. . , ·~~ :- o mem er or .branch shall publicly support any d.d t · · 
. eleS.~IOO: unless they first obtain the''consent of the Exec~? '/!,eat .any pohttcal' ·. ' ' .. 

.:· .. · ·4-c· No member shall stand a .: , . d"d . cu 1ve ouncll. .-.. ' 
]~oard, Municipal:: o( other locJfte~~~n~ ~}: for1~Y ~estry,. Gu~r~ians, Schoob 

·::up.less SUGh rpem:ber does so . as':. a definite! _ po l . ~a ;r ~eru-pohttcal ch.arac~er· 
.e'nsent of the branch to ~hi,q~ Such memb~rabeJ6: s. ocia -D~tnocrat wtth the· 
. · 5· No member shall stand"as a ca d.d t f · g · 

1 
.' . • .. 

.. · u~less such Qietnber dOes so as 'a definit~y~a~:w ~Sany tl/hament.ary ele_ctiOn. ); . 
w1th the con~.~nt of the .Ex~~utive Council. . e ocia - emocratlc cand1d~te, . 

.. 6. .No branch · shall run ··.any person as a d · d t f · · 
'not been ·~jinancia,l memb~r for at I. east .twelcvan I athe *or any election who has:l. 

7 Sho ld b . b . e mon s. ) 
, for ,;,h~ch 0suc~nin:~~~-e~h:ur:!::ed at any 0~ the above·ment.ioned elections '' 
' eandidate, $1)Ch meml;>er will be hcl~ ~bj::~~It~~¥·a;ow~ Socta~-Democratic 
_.;. beldo~Egs for ;general g~idance with regard to locJ a{~~~ :~a~~,~~ heGeonr sh~l .. .'1 , I 

an . · xe.~uttve Councils for gen 1 "d · h · ' . era 
~;~~·,, ::~ndidaies for . all eleC~i~~~ st~n ~~e C()~~ell:fa:; 8~~/~~~~~~i~~~, , 

8. ·:The <?lin~ral.C~ul!ci~ are . empowered under Rule 2 to sus end ' ' ~y a . two-th~r~s. maJOrity· any member or branch of the S b 'k wilf )1 . ofr' expel 
a;ny of the ;a~?ve regul~tions .' · · · '·". · u y 1n. ringing-

.. , .) 

to ~ s~:;~~~;~~~l!~~~:t~~j~~~~~~~~r~~rc:.e~_tb~n ~hotild be addressed> . ' ~. ' ' '' .,( ' ' ' .· .~ 
N. B.-This .. clause in its present for d . · . ,. a"RO of a recognised Socialist bod !ll. !'a~ passe .on the understanding that. in the· 

Connoll is einpower.ed '.to suspend the r~le~omln~ the S.D.F. ·t the General an~ Executive • 



·.' . . ~ 
----______ __,_ . .. ...__. __ __: ___________ _ 


