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PREFACE.

In all the most popular Manuals of Freema-
sonry and in its standard works of the highest author-
ity and merit, there are four well authenticated
claims set up on behalf of that institution, as follows:

1st.—That it is a religious philosophy, or a sys-
tem of religious science.

2nd.—That it was REVIVED in its “present out-
ward form” in 171%.

3rd.—That all its ceremonies, symbols, and the
celebrated legend of Hiram in' the Master Mason’s
degree, were directly borrowed from the ¢“Ancient
Mysterics,” or the secret worship of Baal, Osiris or
Tammuz, and

4th.—That a strict obedience to its precepts and
obligations is all that is necessary to free man from
sin, and to secure for him a happy immortality.

The design of this work, then, is to discuss these
claims in a clear, simple and intelligible manner, and
to demonstrate beyond the possibility of dispute or
doubt, on the part of any Freemason, that the Masonic
system, as it exists to-day,is precisely the same religi-
ous philosophy, and the same form of secret worship,
that used to be taught and practiced in honor of the
“god of nature” in the old temples of paganism. All
the proofs adduced to establish these facts are de-
signedly drawn from the testimony of Masonry itself,
and are so arranged as to be recognized at a glance,
and must be found of great value for immediate re-
ference in all possible discussions on this important
subject. The work is also profusely illustrated—the
interior of thelodge, the position of its various officers,
the ceremonies through which the candidate is made to
pass, and the emblems and symbols of its different
degrees, being accurately represented by wood-en-
gravings, specially prepared for this exposition, and
passed upon by some of the former members ot the
Order, while the legend of Osiris in the Egyptian
Mysteries, and the celebrated legend of Hiram in the
Masonic Mysteries, are compared with such minute-



ness of detail that none can fail to note their absolute
identity.

This constitutes the rea? secrets of a Master
Mason, and was never before alluded to by any
seceder nor in any exposition of its pretended mys-
teries.

The unmistakable coincidence between Masonry
and Romanism is also set forth, and it is demonstra-
ted with positive certainty that both systems have
sprung from the same pagan source—the pone being
the old pagan BeasT of Revelation and the other the
Image of the Beast. Although I have been a member
of the fraternity for a number of years, though I
have been exalted to the highest office among my
brethren in the lodge, and have received the unani-
mous plaudits of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, in 1872,
yet accepting God’s Word as the rule of my faith and
practice, I insist upon it that I have just as mueh
right to secede from the institution of Freemasonry,
and to cast off all allegiance to its extra-judicial and
iron-clad oaths, its inhuman death penalties, and its
anti-Christian and idolatrous worship as I had to secede
from the idolatrous worship of Rome just
thirty years ago. Acting upon this principle then, I
claim that a father, although a Freemason, is in duty
bound to warn his son against afliliation with the Ma-
sonic institution, and in doing so, to give him a full
exposition of its principles and philosophy. And
hence the conversation between Mr. Barton and
Henry.

That in this manner I may be the humble means of
liberating some of my former brothers from the des-
potism of the lodge, as well as saving others from its
wicked entanglements, that through the instrumen-
tality of this book the pure, spiritual, heartfelt wor-
ship of God through Christ may be better appreciated,
and the Redeemer’s name be glorified and exalted, is
the sincere and earnest prayer of the author.

EDMOND RONAYNE,
Past Master Keystone., No. 639, Chicago.
Chicago, March, 1879.



THE MASTER'S CARPET
EXPLAINED AND EXPOSED.

CHAETERS

InTRODUCTION.—Masonic Laws opposed to parental
duty.—The “Good Man” argument.—Mason-
ic Charity.—Pure Selfishness.—Chicago Fire.—
Masonic Board of = nef.—Masonic Benevol-

ence rewarded.

“And so, Henry, you tell me that
some of your Masonic friends have
been trying to persuade you to

become a Mason? Well, I can

hardly say that this astonishes me,
as I am well aware that considerable recruiting is
almost everywhere practised, though indirectly, to
induce men to join that order. But it is rather
singular, however, that, knowing my sentiments in
regard to the Masonic institution, as many of our
Masonic friends do, any effort should be made on
their part toward inveigling you into an organiz-

ation which they have every reason to believe is



10 THE MASTER’S CARPET.

highly distasteful to me, and to which they ought
to know very well I should never give my con-
sent to your connecting yourself. But what is your
own opinion on this subject? Have you had any
very serious notions about joining the lodge? Or
have you given the matter any more than a mere
passing thought?”

“Well, the truth is, that I have been thinking
somewhat on the subject of Masonry, and I con-
fess that I have been very strongly tempted to send
in my petition. Before doing so, however, it was
my full intention to submit the whole case to your
judgment and ask your advice, and it is partly
with this object in view that I have broached the
subject this morning. But you rather astonish me
when you say that you should never consent to
my joining the lodge. I understand that, as a
general thing, Freemasons do not solicit men to be-
come members, and hence I was fully prepared to
believe that you would not depart from the usual
practice; but when you tell me that so far from re-
questing me to join the Masonic institution, you
would actually withhold your consent to my doing
so, then, indeed, you not only surprise me very
much, but I confess that you greatly excite my
curiosity as well.”

«At first sight this may astonish you, it is
true, but upon calm reflection I think you will ap-
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prove of my action in the premises. If Free-
masonry were a good honorable institution, of
course you know very well, T would be only too
glad that you should become a member of it, and
not only that, but T would of course be the first
man to take in your application myself; but know-
ing, as I do, that the Masonic institution is nothing
but a hollow sham, a consummate swindle, a gigan-
tic falsehood, the most corrupt and the most cor-
rupting systém on the face of the globe, I cannot
and will not consent that my son should have any
connection whatever with it.

“Freemasonry is far too serious a matter for any
man to assume its villainous obligations without due
reflection for, once you have crossed the threshold
of the lodge room, divested of your own clothing,
and wearing the habiliments of the order, and
when once you become, as it were, bound by the
cable tow of Satan to the altar of Baal, ¢there is
no place for after repentance,’though, like Esau of
old, you may ¢seek it carefully with tears.’ Liv-

ing or dead, Freemasonry will never give you up.
The law of Romanism is, ‘once a priest, always

a priest,) and so it is in Masonry; ‘once a Mason,
always a Mason.” If I were back again where I
was before joining the Masonic institution,I would
much jrather have my right arm cut off than to
have taken such a terrible leap in the dark. No,
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my son, I shall certainly never consentto your be-
coming a Freemason, and I strongly advise you to
banish the subject entirely from your mind and to
have nothing whatever to do with it,”

“Why, father, T never before heard you say
so much as that about Masonry. I always had a
sort. of a vague impression that it was a tolerably

good institution, and in fact that its members to a
certain extent were a sort of privileged characters;

but will you not please explain your reasons for
thus advising me to avoid Freemasonry? Of course,
if you insist upon it, I shall think no more about
it, but when you tell meit is bad and wicked, thus
demolishing, as it were, al lmy preconceived good
opinions of the institution, you surely cannot refuse
to explain your meaning and to show me in what
its wickedness consists, so that I may judge for
myself, and, if I am convinced at all, that I may be
convinced upon reasonable grounds, and upon the
evidence of testimony which cannot be either de-
nied or controverted ?”

“My dear son, you don’t know what you are
asking. Why, to comply even in the very smallest
degree with your reasonable request, is considered
an unpardonable crime in Freemasonry. Every
Mason is sworn in every degree that ‘Ze will al-
ways hail, cver conceal and never reveal,) and ¢Sil-

ence and Secrecy’ are two of the ‘most precious



INTRODUCTION. 13

jewels’ of the order, and, consequently, if I give
you the explanation you desire, and which you un-
doubtedly ought to have, I shall be violating my
obligation and committing the one unpardonable
crime, as I have just said, which a Mason can
commit.”

“But surely, Freemasonry does not bind a man
against performing a secret duty toward his
child? It dees not—it cannot forbid a father to
teach, to advise or to admonish his son, even on
the subject of Freemasonry itself?”

“Yes it does. Freemasonry forbids every-
thing -and denies everything that comes in contact
with its despotic sway. A father cannot explain
anything concerning Freemasonry to his son any
more than he can to the greatest stranger in the
land; and so when I warn you against the terrible
snare of the Masonic system, and when I admonish
you to ¢have no fellowship wlth the unfruitful
works of darkness,” as they are exemplified in the
lodge room, and at the same time explain to you
my reasons,—derived from long experience and
study—for so doing, then I am cutting right into
the very foundation of the institution, and aiming a
deadly blow at its most vital part, and hence Free-
masonry forbids what it would term such a ‘sac-

riligious act.””’

“Why, my dear father, this is a very singular
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state of things! You caution—you warn me to
avoid Freemasonry as I would the bite of the most
venemous serpent, and when I ask you for an ex-
planation, you answer me that the laws of Mason-
ry and its obligatoins and penalties forbid you to
explain! Is this reasonable? Is this honorable?
Or even is it honest for any institution, no matter
by what name it may be called, to thus-lay the ax
at once even to the root of free inquiry, and to
interpose its man-made edicts in the way of par-
ental duty? Why, this caps the climax of any
absurdity and wickedness that I have ever heard of.”

«Masonry is nothing but absurdity and wicked-
ness throughout, as you shall clearly understand by
and by. Its obligations would fain bind my whole
being, my heart, my affections, my conscience, my
religious convictions, my faith, my parental duty,
and it would, if it could, prevent mefrom offering
you any explanation whatever why I advise you
not to join the Masonic fraternity. But my duty
to God, my duty to my family and my duty to
myself havea higher claim to my allegiance and
consequently a prior right to demand and receive
all my obedience; and hence, holding Freemasonry
to its own part of the contract entered into be-
tween us when 1 was made a Mason—that there
was nothing in the obligations, and consequently
nothing in Masonry, that could conflict with any
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of those exalted duties whick I may owe to GOD,
my country, my neighbor, MY FAMILY Or MYSELF,
—it shall be both my pride and my pleasure, as I
consider it my bounden duty, to satisfy you in
every respect that my advice regarding Masonry
has not been prompted. by any mere capricious
whim, but that it is based upon the Word of God,
upon reason, upon common sense, upon history,
and upon the very best books and other standard
works of the institution itself. However, as 1 per-
ceive that I am now likely to be busy pretty soon,
1 shall defer my promised explanation of the cn-
tire Masonic system to some other time in the near
futui'e; but before you leave me, my dear Henry,
may I request that youw’ll take no further steps to-
ward being initiated until such time as we have
fully examined the system and have learned in
reality what Freemasonry is.”

“You need have no fears, my dear father, on
that score. I shall do nothing toward taking part
in your monster procession on the 24th, without
fully advising you of .my intent; and now, of course,
as you have already given me somewhat of an
insight into the arbitrary character of Masonry, I could
scarcely bring myself to join it—even were I ever
so much inclined—without having a fuller know-
ledge of what I was going to do. So I shall try

and kecp you to your promise at an carly day;
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and now, as I may possibly interfere with other
important business, I shall at once say good-bye,
and leave for down-town.”

“Good-bye, my son, and don’t forget ‘to look
out for all Masonic friends.”

This conversation took place in the city of
Chicago on a beautiful morning in the early part of
June, 1874, between Mr. George Barton, a prom-
inent Freemason, belonging to Keystone Lodge,
No. 639, and his son Henry. The latter, as the
reader has already learned, had been frequently
importuned, in various indirect ways, to allow his
name to be taken into one of the Masonic lodges
inn that city. DBefore doing so, however, he felt it
his duty to consult his father in the matter and to
seek his advice in regard to such an important
step, and Mr. Barton, as we have seen, promptly
and cheerfully accedes to his son’s earnest desire.
Now the question arises, was Mr. Barton wrong in
doing this? Is it wrong or wicked in a father to
advise his son as to whether or-not he ought to join
the Masonic or any other institution of which he may
have knowledge? And in giving this advice, ought

a father to say simply ¢“yes”

or “no,” without
offering any further explanation on the subject? Is
it not a parent’s duty to warn and advise his child
against any and every wrong doing, and hence,

why may he not warn him against becoming a
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Freemason, if he has cause to know that Frcemason-
ry is bad and wicked? And in offering this
warning, is there any valid reason why he should
fiot fully explain his reasons for so doing? And,
lastly, is there anything in the institution of Free-
masonry itself that will operate against a father
giving such counsel and advice and offering such
explanation to his son? That such a bar actually
exists will scarcely be admitted by any member of
the Masonic fraternity, as the ritual of every de-
gree most emphatically affirms that in Freemasonry
“there is nothing which can conflict with any of
those exalted duties which a man may owe to his
family.” And what duty more “exalted” than that
which requires a parent to bring up his children
“in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?”
Every man is first of all morally bound to do
right, and every law, rule, edict or decree, no
matter where any such may be found, that inter-
venes between afather and the pcrformam;e of his
bounden duty, is radically and intrinsicall; wrong
and wicked, and ought at once to be set aside.
Every one, therefore, must honestly concede that
Mr, Barton is sunply performing his duty,
and nothing more, when he explains the full
nature of the Masonic institution to his son Henry.
The law of God requires this, conscience dic-

tates it, and parental love, breaking through all arti-
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ficial bounds, impels him to it; and if the laws of
Fl.'ecmasonry come in direct conflict with the laws
of God, the honest requirements of conscience and
the natural promptings of a father’s love, then, in-
deed, it must be confessed that Freemasonry, with
all its sinful, selfish brood of other smaller secret
associations, is one of the - most vicious, the most
wicked and the greatest enemy to the well-being
of the family, that has ever existed in any age or
in any nation.

But we had better hear what Mr. Barton
himself has to say on this subject, as we find him
conversing with Henry a few evenings subsequent
to the day alrcady mentioned. :

Mr. Barton: Well, Henry, is there any
more news this evening from our Masonic friends?
Have they made any further advances in tkeir ef-
forts to induce you to become a Mason? Or have
you yourself given the matter any further thought
since our last bricf conversation on the subject?

]]e’zry: Yes, Freemasonry is now more or
less the subject of conversation every day, especi-
ally that grand turnout which all seem so anxious-
ly to look forward to, on the occasion of laying
that corner-stone of the Custom House. This
theme, just now, seems to absorb all others, and if
the brethren are to be believed, Freemasonry is one

of the noblest, if not #Ze noblest, tinstitution in the
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world. «Its members,” they say, “assist each other in
distress. It is purely benevolent. It is petted and
patronized by the government, encouraged and up-
held by ministers of the gospel. It can count with-
in its membership some of the very best and
greatest men in the community,” and they argue, and,
I must confess, not without some show of reason,
that «if Freemasonry were as bad as its encmies
would make it out to be, all those great and good
men would not continue to be members of it.”

Mr. Bartorn: The laying of that corner-stone
by the Masonic fraternity, on the z4th inst., is, in
my opinion, one among the many of those things
that ought to condemn this institution in the estima-
tion of every honest mind. ‘What right has Free-
masonry to arrogate to itself privileges and pi'c-
rogatives which cannot be fully cﬁjoycd by all the
rest of  the community? Why should the Free-
masons more than any other class of men be called
~upon to lay the corner-stone of a building for the
ercction and subsequent maintenance of which the
public at large pay heavy taxes? But if Masonry
does this, then Masonry must submit to be publicly
examined and discussed. So long as Masonry steps
in and claims the exclusive- right of performing
certain acts of public service in matters where the
entire community is interested, then every man,

woman and child 77 that community has a perfect
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right to inquire by \\;hat authority Freemasonry
does this; and, furthermore, they have a full right
to examine what Freemasonry is, and, if possible,
to learn all about it.

And as for ministers of the gospel and good
men being members of this organization, I do not
see how that can be any better proof that Mason-
ry is good, any more than it is that hundreds and
thousands of bad men within our lodges prove
that the system is wicked and vicious.

Take Freemasonry, for instance, in this city and
tell me how many really good men can we find
connected with all our Chicago lodges? How
many good men in Blaney, in Blair, in Covenant,
or in Kilwinning lodges? How many really good
men in Thos. J. Turner, Dearborn or Wm. B.
Warren? How many could we count in Cleve-
land, Chicago or National lodges? How many
good men compose even the Grand Officers of
the Grand Lodge of Illinois? Strickly speaking,
not one. You can fairly challenge the entire Ma-
sonic fraternity of the city of Chicago, to-day, to
produce half a dozen truly.good men from among
the whole fraternity. Take every one of our pub-
lic officers, for instance, in this town, from the no-
toriotis ex-sheriff Fischer down to ex—poétmaster
McArthur, and tell me to which one of them all
would you apply the epithet “good 2
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There are a few honest and respectable men,
to be sure, in all our lodges, here as well as else-
where, but to the one honest and respectable man
standing inside the lodge room door, there are a
hundred men, better acquainted with its principles,
just as honest at least, and quite as respectable, who
opposec Freemasonry and stand upon the outside.
Will the very few respectable men within the
lodge prove the extreme goodness of the Masonic
institution, any more than the hundreds of respect-
able men outside of it prove its extreme bad-
ness?

Ask any of those “good " men” whom the
base ones of the craft and the Jack Masons are so
constantly boasting about, the simplest question on
the subject of Masonry, and will he return a truth-
ful and straightforward answer? Ask any one of
these supposed ‘good men” if Boaz, Jachin, Shib-
boleth, Tubal-cain and Mah-hah-bone are Masonic
passwords, and he will immediately answer, they
are not. Ask any one of them if “Ronayne’s
Hand Book” or “Duncan’s Ritual” are correct re-
velations of Masonic so-called secrets, and he will
unhesitatingly deny it. Let even the wife or child
of any of those wonderfully “good men” put these
questions, and a negative answer Wwill in every case
be returned, and in every one of these denials

those supremely “good men” say what they know
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to be absolutely and positively false. Now, for the
very life of me, I cannot sece how this is a token
of any extraordinary degree ot goodness in these men.
It seems to me that a truly good man will al-
ways speak the truth, while prevarication, quibbling
and falschood are the sure characteristics of an op-
posite quality. :

And, again, if it be any proof of the goodness
of the Masonic system that some of the ministers
belonging to the Methodist, Congregational and
Baptist Churches fraternize with the Universalist,
the Unitarian, and the infidel on the floor of the
Masonic lodge room, and assume the very same
obligations administered to the rum-seller, the pro-
fane swearer and the libertine—T say if this be
any proof that the system of Masonry is good—
ought not the fact that hundreds of the very best
men and ministers of the most exemplary piety
who secede from the institution every year, and
who positively affirm that they could not consist-
ently lead a Christian and a Masonic life at the
same time, be proof equally strong, at least, and
equally convincing that the system is false, wicked
and Antichristian.

But, are there any better men in Masonry, or
any more of thein, than are to be found in the
Romish Church? Can Freemasonry reckon any

more good ministers among its membership than the
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Church of Rome can count good ministers and
bishops and cardinals among 7zs membership? And
if Freemasonry be a good institution on the simple
ground that a few good men, ministers and others
may be claimed as its members, then, upon the
same ground and for precisely the same reason, we
can prove Romanism, Buddhism, Mohammedanism,
Mormonism, or even Molly Maguireism, to be all
good institutions, and equally worthy of our esteem
and respect.

And again, if we account Freemasonry to be a
good institution because a few ministers, compara-
tively speaking, among Methodist, Baptist and
Congregational Churches are wicked enough to be
enrolled among its membership, so by a parity of
reasoning the traffic in human slaves was a much
better institution, because not only the whole
Protestant Church south of Mason and Dixon’s
line, but also a large proportion of their brethren
in. the North, upheld that peculiar institution of
slavery, not very many years ago, in this country.

I know it is a very common thing for Ma-
sons to point to ministers of the gospel who are
members of the Order as a proof that the instit-
ution #maust be a good one; “otherwise,” they say,
“these good men would not remain connected with
ity” and it is notorious that it is the most worthless

characters in the lodge who generally use this
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argument. But is it a fact that ministers of the
gospel, as such, are regarded as really good, re-
liable, pious, God-fearing men by the rulers of
Masonry and by those men, even, with whom
these misguided ministers seek association and fel-
lowship?  If a minister is a really good, reliable,
pious, God-fearing man, why do Masons insist
upon it that he shall take an oath just the same
as a rum-seller, a profane swearer or a libertine does,
when being made a Mason? If the minister is con-
sidered such a good man, why not take his simple
promise or even affirmation? But no; he must
“solemnly swear” by the Holy Bible, Square and
Compass, as all others do. If Masonry considers the
minister a good, reliable, honest man, why “cause
him to swear “not to cheat, wrong or defraud a
lodge of Master Masons, or a brother of that de-
gree?” 1If he is a pure-minded, pious, God-fearing
man, why require him to swear ¢“not to violate
the chastity of a Master Mason’s wife, mother,
sister or daughter?” If he be such a good
man, why not accept his simple promise? But no,
his word cannot be taken; he must “solemnly
swear.” This proves conclusively that, as far as
his moral worthis coneerned, the minister of the
gospel is considered by Masonic law as no better

and no worse than the vilest and the most miserable
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rum-seller or rum-drinker in the lodge-room, and that
his word or promise is of no more value than theirs.

And how a man whom the Masonic institution
itself thus degrades and mistrusts can be pointed to as
a proof of the extreme goodness of Masonry, is one
of those unfathomable mysteries so frequently met
with in discussing the merits of a system which has
not the least shadow of support, either from his-
tory, from scripture, from reason, or from common
sense, but, in fact, is digmetrically opposed to them all.
Degrade a minister to the level of a common rough,
in order to make him a Mason, and then afterwards
point to that same minister as a proof that Masonry
mast be a gooci thing! If this is not an insult to the
ministerial character, then I am at a loss to under-
stand how a minister could be insulted.

“IFreemasonry is good,” exclaim the Mason-
ic rabble and their cousins, the. “Jacks;” “because
some good men and ministers of religion are mem-
bers of it.”*

“Jesus Christ is a bad and a wicked man,” ex-
claimed the Jewish priests and Pharisces’ “because
none of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on
him.”

«“And some of them would have taken him, but
no man laid hands on him. Then came the officers
to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said unto
him ¢‘why have ye not brought him? The officers
answered: ¢Neyer man spake like this man.’

“Then answered them the Pharisees: ¢Are ye
also deceived? Iave any of therulers or of the Phar-
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isces believed on him? But this people who know
not the law are cursed.” ”—John vii. 44-49.
> This is precisely the argument used to-day in
support of Freemasonry, and it is as valid in the one
case as it was in the other.

But you have stated that “Freemasons help one

another when in difliculty,”

and, like a good many
-other young men, you very foolishly conclude that
that must be a good point in its favor. Now if this
be an argument to show that Freemasonry is a good
institution, that it ought to be tespected and upheld,
and that men ought to blindly swear to support all its .
laws and requirements, whether “right or wrong,”
then, on the same ground, and for similar reasons,
burglary is good, horse-stealing is good, gambling or
Molly Maguireism is good, and ought, therefore, to be
supported, because in all these institutions their mem-
bers help one another as much as Masons do when in
difficulty, according: to the tenor and letter of their
several obligations.
This is no proof that a man should join the Ma-
_sons any more than it is that he should become a
gypsy, and indeed there is but very little difference
between the oath taken by a man in being adopted
into a tribe of gypsies and that taken by a man in
being made a Master Mason. And if Masons help
one anotker when in difficulty, they do nothing more

than their sworn duty, or even what the gypsies do.
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What thanks ought a man to receive for doing a
thing which he positively swears to do? If a Mason
swears to help a brother Mason in difficulty, does it
argue a single whitin favor of the goodness of Free-
masonry because he simply does what he absolutely
swears he would do? I think not. It merely proves
he very reverse. If Masonry required its members
to help all men and women in distress, then it would
have some show of reason for proclaiming its good-
ness and parading its noble character befqre the world,
but as it is, all that can be said of it is, that it is pure-
ly and positively selfish in every single act and move-
ment of its whole being. (See Ajﬁpcndix.) (Note A.)

And, lastly, you are laboring under the erron-
eous opinion ‘that Freemasonry is charitable or benev-
olent even to its own members. But this, my dear
Henry, is as great a delusion as any of those to which
[ have already alluded. Freemasonry a charitable
or benevolent institution! In the name of goodness
and common honesty, where are the tokens of its
charitableness or benevolence? We know that Ma-
sonry has existed in one form or another from the
year 1717 to the present time, and we also know that
here in the United States its lodges have been in op-
eration sinee the year 1733, but during all this long
period of nearly a century and a half, what has it
done to exemplify its benevolent character? Hasit

built even one really charitable institution or per-
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formed onc single act of public charity in all that
time? Not one. There is not to-day, in America, a
single hospital, a single house of refuge, or a single
institution of any kind whatever, where the old and
decrepit Mason can be received, and where he may
end his days in peace, and not one for the Mason’s
widow, except that miserable excuse in Louisville,
Ky. Masonry has never done anything to mark it
out as a benevolent institution, but on the contrary,
it has left numerous foot-prints on the sands of one
hundred and fifty years, like the Wandering Jew,
which distinctly point to it as a hollow mockery, a
gigantic swindle, and a selfish, vicious, wicked false-
hood. The purely selfish eharacter of the Masonic
system is very strikingly presented (thoygh of course
unwittingly) by Past Grand Master Morris, in his
edition of «“Webb’s Monitor of Freemasonry,” p.

b

296, under the word “«TravEL.” He says:—

«“A Master Mason on his travels has a right to
visit every regular lodge in his way. Every well-
regulated lodge will have a seat and a welcome for
him, every intelligent brother a hand and word of
greeting.”

This is doubtless very pleasant and very com-
forting to the traveling brother; but let us now see
the conditions upon which these little social amenities
are to be extended to him. Dr. Morris goes on to
explain:—

«To secure this greeting and this welcome, the
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traveling brother must have ‘the pass of King Sol-
omon.” He must be at least in outward semblance
mentally, morally and physically perfect.”

What a good, noble, charitable institution truly
Masonry must be, when those to whom its “intelli-
gent” members are to extend a “welcome” and a
“word of greeting” must all be stout, hale, healthy
fellows,—¢“mentally, morally and physically perfect.”
Now it could lay some claim to benevolence if it
extended ecven its “welcome” and its “word of
greeting,” if nothing more, to the poor and the needy,
or to the halt, the maimed, the lame, and the blind;
but no! its seat and its welcome, as well as its word
of greeting, are only to be extended to members of its
own order, and then only to those who are ¢men-
tally, morally, and physically perfect, at least in out-
ward semblance.”

But again Dr. Morris informs us:—

«If his limbs are mutilated or his senses defi-
cient so that he cannot give and receive all the
Masonic means of recognition in the ancient
Masonic manner, he is physically imperfect and
cannot visit the lodge.”

«If he is unable from original ignorance or
forgetfulness to cxp-fain to the satisfaction of his
cxaminers all the ceremonials of Bluec Lodge Ma-
sonry, together with the rational intention of the same,
and do it all iz the peculiar phrascology of York
Masonry, he is mentally imperfect and cannot visit
the lodge.”

In both these cases he has not got ¢the
pass of King Solomon,” and although he may have
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been a Mason for eight, ten or a dozen years and,
of course, paid regularly all just dues and demands
against him, yei under the peculiar circumstances
mentioned he is not only excluded from any possible
chance of being financially relieved, but he is even
debarred from temporarily occupying a seat in the
lodge. And yet this thing will call itself a chari-
table institution! When the great fire came and
burned down the fairest and best portion of our
city, destroying nineteen lodges, and reducing huu-
dreds of Masonic families to absolute want, every
one thought that then at least Freemasonry would
exemplify its benevolence and show to the world
that it makes no empty boast when it claims ~¢to
soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with their mis-
fortunes, to compassionate their miseries, and to re-
store peace to their troubled minds.” But how was
it at that terrible time in Chicago? Every intelli-
gent Mason among us is well aware that the farce
known by the name of a<«“Masonic Board of Re-
lief,” organized by thle Grand Master to disburse
the fruits of Masonic selfishness miscalled «“Blessed
Charity,” was one of the bigg.est humbugs and the
grandest and most gigantic swindle that was ever
witnessed by the Masonic fraternity within the
memory of the present generation. After numerous
solicitations Grand Master Cregier, who was at

that time, by virtue of his office, President of that
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so-called «“Board of Relief,” was enabled to gather
together the handsome sum of $90,634.50, as we
learn from page 42 of his “Final Report.”

On page 11 of the same «Final Report” Mr.
Cregier acknowledges that ¢«“in nearly all letters
accompanying the donations, the instructions as to
the disposition thereof were explicit, and it may be
worthy of note,” ke says, “that these letters, coming
as they did from so many different parts of the
continent, should contain language almost identical,
viz: that the donations were intended ¢for tie re-
licf of worthy Master Masons, their widows and
orphkans who were sufferers by the fire of the
cighth and ninth of October.’” According to Bro.
Cregier’s own showing, then,the money he received
at that time was for the relief of suffering Masons
and the widows and orphans of deccased brethren,
and not for lodges or to be given away as Ppresents
or donated to personal friends. His instructions he
says, “were explicit as to the proper distribution of
those funds,” but how did he act in the very face
of those “explicit instructions?”’  Assisted by his
little factotum, Harry Duval, he simply misappro-
priated $60,000 out of the $90,634 which he re-
ceived. .

He gave $20,267 to “Burned-out Lodges”—
he gave $5,301 to «“Lodges not burned out”—

he gave $200 of a donation to his little henchman,
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Harry, besides allowing him $100 a month salary
as Sccretary of the Board. He gave $100 donation
to James Morrison, besides allowing him also $100
a month salary as Superintendent. He gave $352
a month to old John P. Ferns, the Grand Tyler
of the Grand Lodge. He gave $6,000 to form a
sham arrangement, yclept “Board of Relief,” to
care for the needs of those oz/y who come from
abroad; he returned $20,000 to the Grand Lodges
from whose jurisdictions donations had been re-
ceived; he spent $1,304.57 in printing and publish-
ing his ,Blessed Charity,” and in the largeness of
his heart, and in the extreme greatness of his benev-
olence, he felt himself at liberty, after the fore-
going generous donatfons to his numerous cronies,
to distribute the munificent sum of $30,631.3%7
“among three thousand one hundred and forty-five
needy b.rethren, widows and children,” or an aver-
age of about $9.47 a-piece. Of the $30,631.37
which Cregier and Duval could find it in their
generous hearts 1o distribute among their poor suf- .
fering brother Masons, there was $1,387 paid to R.
H. Mason for stoves, not one of which was worth
$2 except to break it up and sell it to some
rag-merchant for old iron, as you remember I did
with the one they gave me. This man Mason—
ex-Mayor Mason’s son—hunted up all the worth-
less old refuse of stoyes spoiled in the manufacture
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that he could possibly find—opened a bogus store
on North Dearborn street, and to him Harry Duval
sent all his poor, distressed brother Masons for
stoves, and charged for the smallest of them (No.
75) nineteen dollars a-piece. And some very good
Masons even to this day are wicked enough to
believe that Duval and Mason divided the profits.
‘Of course when these worthless old stoves were all
disposed of, the concern very suddenly collapsed
and our worthy brother betook himself elsewhere
to practice charity and benevolence according to the
peculiar requirements of his tender conscience
quickened by the noble teachings of the “ Ancient
Craft.”

This, my son, is" a general exemplification of
Masonic benevolence and the peculiar manner in
which Masons assisted one another during that ter-
rible winter subsequent to our Great Fire in Octo-
ber, 1871.

Even the paltry sum that Cregier and Duval
could afford to spend for the relief of their suffer-
ing brothers and the widows and orphans of de-
ceased Masons was wilfully and grossly mismausged
and misapplied. Instead of giving each needy ap-
plicant a few dollars with which to help himself, a
shiftless English greenhorn, who knew as much of
what a family ought to have as he did of the
Conic Sections, was appointed to purchase supplies
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of all kinds, and then when a poor, destitute,
burned-out Master Mason wanted some little assist-
ance for his suffering family, either himself or his
wife had to trudge wearily along through snow
and ice to the corner of Halsted and Randolph
streets, and present himself, basket in hand, before
the large-hearted Duval, to beg for any little miser-
able pittance which that capricious individual may
see fit to. dole out to him. Insults and not neces-
sary relief was.what poor. suffering Masons were
most largely treated to during that cold fearful
winter. Freemasonry charitable ! Why the notori-
ous sham—Freemasons themselves even do not
really believe in any such hollow mockery. They
have a by-word among them ; and when they de-
sire to reflect very severely upon anything, they
say “it is as co/d as Masonic charity.” But sup-
pose a destitute Mason or even a suffering widow
should receive a few paltry dollars from a Masonic
lodge, what is that but giving back a very small
part of their own ? Does Masonry ever assist any
one from whom it has received no previous equiva-
lent 7 Never. Does Masonry ever assist even
its own sufferi-g deserving poor ? * It does not, as
many here in Chicago can testify. What difference
is there between the benevolence of Freemasonry
and that of a well-conducted Life Insurance Com-
pany ? The latter is a thousand per cent. better
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and without the terrible oaths and blood-curdling
penalties of the Masonic lodge. Freemasonry a
benevolent institution ! IHumbug! Why, during
that fearful time that tried men’s souls, if the Ma-
sonic institution could mnot even manifest common
respect towards its own suffering members, how
could we expect either goodness or benevolence
from it on ordinary occasions? But ¢ like people,
like priest.” At the time of the Chicago fire,
Harmon G. Reynolds late of Springfield, Illinois, was
the immediate . Past Grand Master, and also pub-
lisher of a Masonic magazine. Through the me-
dium‘ of  that periodical he solicited aid for the
Masonic sufferers, and received in all $641.41. This
moncy he kept and applied to his own use, never
once pretending that he had ever reccived a single
penny  of it.  And the Worshipful Master,
of Keystone Lodge, No. 63g0—he who is now
publicly working the Masonic degrees—at the
Grand Lodge mecting held in October, 1873, pre-
ferred ¢ charges” of gross, immoral and unmasonic
conduct against this same man Reynolds for com-
mitting larceny as bailey—for theft—for perjury,
for wilfully and wickedly violating his obligations,
and for a great many other crimes too numerous to
mention. After a long debate and repeated solicita-
tions on the part of old Harrison Dills and others,

the charges were withdrawn on the expressed con-
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dition that he (Reynolds) should receive no further
assistance from the Grand Lodge, but notwithstand-
mg the fact that every member of the Grand Lodge
knew well that he was guilty, yet he is to-day a
member of the Masonic fraternity in good standing,
and what is more, thcy made him a present of
$500 at that very mcéting.

The following is the expression of the special
report of the Finance Committee in relation to the
peculiar method adopted by Most Worshipful Past
Grand Master Reynolds, in relieving a brother in
distress. .

“ Grand Lodge Report of Illinois” for 1873,
page 85 :—

“Your committec to whom was referred the
special report of the Grand Secrctary in regard tc
certain moneys paid him by P. G. M. Reynolds,
have had the same under careful consideration and
would respectfully report that this case presents so
much that is praiseworthy and noble on the part
of the lodges contributing the money and so muck
of an apparently opposite character in the brothcr
who received it from them, but who withheld it
rom those for whom the generous doners designed
it, that we find it difficult to properly express our

admiration for the acts of the one, and our pain
at having to refer to the conduct of the other.”

A certain “lone widow” by the name®of Mrs.
T——, who claimed to have tidings from the West,
was pounced upon by little Harry and the great
Cregier, and brought up before a Chicago Police

Court for obtaining a few worthless straw matresses
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under false pretences, but Past Grand Master Rey-
nolds, who absolutely stole $641.41 from his suffer-
ing brother Master Masons when they sorely
needed it, was not only not punished for his crime
but was actually rewarded for his ckaritable intent

by a handsome donation from the Grand Lodge of

$500. But then you must remember Mrs. T
was a woman, and never had the cable-tow round:
her neck while Reynolds was Past Grand Master,
and whatever happens, the fame of Masonry must
be preserved—and the Right Worshipful Grand
Chaplain—a minister of the gospel—at that very
meeting'which voted Reynolds the money had the
temerity to thank God for the Masonic institution,
and for the existence of the Illinois Grand Lodge.

Every thing connected with that miserable
abortion—the ¢ Executive Board” of the Masonic
Relief Committee was so disgracefully mismanaged
and so glaringly insulting to the moral sense of
every member of the Masonic fraternity at that
unfortunate period that even the German Masons
here in Chicago called several indignation meetings
condemning in no unmeasured terms the notorious
conduct_of both the President and Secretary of the
Board, and frequently manifested other very serious
symptoms of a general revolt.

In 1872, the Grand ILodge of Illinois, expended
in salaries, lodge parapharnalia, music, printing, &c.,
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the enormous sum of $25,015.59, and but only $100
in charity, according to the “Grand Lodge Report”
for that year, pages 45 and 46.

" In 1873, there were expended for similar pur-
poses the still larget sum of $28,822.19, and not a
penny in charity, while in 1874, the Grand Lodge
saw fit to expend upon a few of its own most
“favored members alone, the unprecedented amount
of $11,363.60, but not a nickle piece in charity,
according to the “ Grand Lodge Report” of these
years, pp. 62 and 23 respectively.

All my experience in and out of the Masonic
lodges, has géne to establish the fact m my mind
that Freemasonry in all its departments is the most
corrupt and wicked, and contains the greatest
amount of falschood of any other institution on the
face of the globe.

It is positively and absolutely selfish in every

single element of its pagan composition, and can
truthfully lay no more claim to charity, benevolence

or goodness of any other name or description than
could any of the heathen organizations .which
Christian civilization has long since banished from.
the world. (Note B.)

It excludes from even its pretended benefits ali
old men, all young men under twenty-one, all
women, all blind men, all deaf and dumb men, all

cripples, all men with the left or right knee stiff-
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jointed, all one-armed men, all men even with the
right thumb or first finger of the right hand off,
all negroes or colored men, and ALL POOR MEN. In
a word it rejects seventy-five per cent. of the entire
human family from any participation whatever in
any of its boastful privileges and wonderful benevo-
lence, and how an organization doing all this can
lay claim to charity or goodness is something more

than I have ever been able to understand.

CHAPTFR II

MasoNry A REvricious InstiTtuTioN. — Teaches
piety. — Lodge meetings strictly religious. —
Opened and closed with prayer. — Masonry of
divine origin.— Teaches divine truth.— Lodges
consecrated to holy purposes.— Not Christian.

Lenry :—Well,
my dear father,
i cannot say that
you have im-
pressed me very

3 favorably in re-

gard to Mason-

ry, so far as its mutual aid and its claims to a
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wonderful benevolence are concerned, but now sup-
pose you tell me something of its internal workings.
Outside of any particular virtue which it may pre-
tend to possess, what on the whole does Free-
masonry claim to be? And what are its écneral
objects ?

Mr. Barton :—Freemasonry claims to be a 7e-
ligiious institution or a system of religious philoso-
p%y ; nothing more and nothing less. The very
construction of the organization itself clearly estab-
lishes this fact, and in this respect its claim (not as
in the case of its benevolence) is something more
than mere pretense. Masonry ~¢s undoubtedly a
religious system. All its prayers, its mystic rites,
its numerous ceremonials, its hymns of praise, its
altars, its burial and baptismal services, its consecra-
tion and dedication ceremonies, its priests and high-
priests, and all its other various religious formulas
demonstrate the fact beyond any question even in
the absence of documentary evidence, if necessary,
that Freemasonry is a religious institution, that and
nothing more: But above and beyond all this,
every one of its manuals, monitors, text-books,
lexicons and law-books, in fact all Masonic litera-
ture, positively assert this in language that cannot
be doubted, and the religious character of the
institution is so thoroughly understood by the

members of the fraternity generally, that we
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" hear the sentimént daily echoed from every lodge-
room in the land, that “Masonry is a good
enough religion for me.” This is the univer-
sal belicf among Masons. “If Masonry don’t save
a man,” they say, “ then he cannot be saved.” But
in order to have a perfect understanding of this
peculiar feature of the Masonic system, and to
place it beyond the possibility of a doubt, that this is
indeed the true character and design of Freema‘sonry,
I must at once refer you to the different text-books
or manuals in general use among the craft, and
also to those various standard Masonic works
which are intended to teach Masonry to Masons.
It is only from Masonic literature that we can obtain
any accurate and authentic knowledge of Masonic
teaching, and hence, in all our future investigations
we must confine ourselves exclusively to the
authorized and standard monitors, manuals, lexicons
and law-books of the lodge and chapter, and in this
way, my son, you will be able to obtain that true,
proper, legitimate and correct information concern-
ing the entire Masonic system and its symbolic
teaching, to which it is my earnest desire, as it
shall be my greatest pleasure to direct your atten-
tion.

In « Webb’s Monitor of Freemasonry” by Dr,
Robt. Morris, Past Grand Master of Kentucky,

we read on p 7:—
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“Masonry is a system, teaching symbolically
PIETY, morality, science, charity and self-discipline.”

Now you will observe, if Masonry teaches
piety, if it claims to make a man pious, it must
undoubtedly be a religious institution, for nothing but
1'cligi01.1 of some sort can possibly do that. A purely
secular or scientific institution cannot do it, even
a benevolent society will not do it. Nothing but
religion can make a man pious, and therefore Ma-
sonry, according to this definition, must, of ne-
cessity be a religious institution.—P1eTy and re-
ligion are synonymous terms. See Webster’s Dict-
ionary.

But whoever saw or even heard of a man,
whom Freemasonry had made pious? If it be re-
ally a fact, as stated by Dr. Morris, that Masonry
teaches piefy, then, without doubt, some one of its
members—some Grand Master, Grand® Chaplain,
Grand High Priest, some Sublime Prince or Wor-
shipful Master, or some one of its members, high
or low, grand or otherwise, must have been made
pious through his connection with the lodge, and
ought assuredly to manifest this piety in his walk
and conversation in life.

But if it be the object of Freemasonry to teach
piety, why not extend its privileges to all? If
Masonry teaches preTy why deny the benefits of

its pious teachings to the Mason’s wife, any more
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than to the Mason himself? And if Freemasonry
teaches MORALITY why is it a standing rule that
a man must already be strictly moral before ap-
plying for admission? An institution having for its
sole object the inculcation of piety and moral prin-
ciples, ought to have no dread of public discussion,
but yet it is a notorious fact that every Mason is
absolutely forbidden to enter into any controversy
whatever on the subject of Masonry. Freemasonry
professes to make men pious, and yet as we have
already seen, it utterly closes its doors against
seventy-five per cent. of the whole human race, and
positively refuses to discuss its principles. Roman-
ism, also, professes to make men pious and send
them to heaven, but like the Ma;onic institution it
absolutely refuses to do so except upon the pay-
ment of certain sums of money, and it too declines
to be publicly discussed. Perhaps some Masonic
Protestant minister will be able to discern ‘the
difference between Freemasonry and Romanism in
these respects.

But again in “Webb’s Monitor” p.13, I read:—

“No lodge can be regularly opened or closed
without religious services of some sort.”

“ Religious services of some sort” must be en-
gaged in before a lodge of Masons can proceed

with work or business of any kind, and also before
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closing its labors, and this alone is enough to estab-

lish the religious character of the institution. 3

Again in “ Webb’s Monitor,” p- 231 under the
word « CHAPLAIN,” we read:—

“The Master of the Lodge is its priest, and
the director of its religious ceremonies. His duty
is to ‘select the scuptmcs, prayers, &c., and he
should be present at the burial of the dead. A
mectmcr of a Masonic Lodge 7s a religious cere-
mony.’ ¢« I\Iasomy in’ many f'eaturcs s a religious as
well as moral institution.”

This, I think, places the question of the rcligious
character of Freemasonry beyond the possibility of
dispute. The ‘Vorshipful Master is the priest of the
lodge, and his duties there are precisely the same as
those of a Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalist or
any other minister of religion in the Christian Church.
But lest any doubt should remain on the subject, it is
distinctly stated in plain easy language, that «the
meeting of a Masonic lodge is a religious ceremony,
and that “ Freemasonry is a religious institution.”
This is the testimony of the ¢father of American
Masonry,” and surely a father ought to know the
real character of his own off-spring.

But we have stronger testimony still on this
point, or rather the same principle expressed in
more forcible language. :

In « Webb’s Monitor,” p. 284, under the word
« RELIGION,” we read again:—
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“ The meeting of a Masonic lodge is strictly a
religious ceremony.” * * * The religious tencts of
Masonry are few and simple, but fundamental.” * * *
“ No lodge 'or Masonic assembly can be regularly
opened or closed without prayer.” * * * So broad 1s
the religion of Masonry,” &c. 3

Here it is positively affirmed that in the strict-
est sense of the word the meeting of a Masonic
lodge is a religious ceremony, that its religious
tenets are few but fundamental, and lastly, that the
religion of Masonry is a broad religion. All
establishing beyond controversy that Freemasonry
is a system of religious philosophy or religious
institution. So much from Webb.

Now we may turn.to another text-book where,
in fact, we shall find even stronger testimony, if
any stronger than this can exist.

In the “Manual of the Lodge” by A. G.
Mackey, p. 40, it is stated that :—

¢“As Masons we are taught never to com-
mence any great or important undertaking without
first invoking the blessing and protection of deity,
and this is because Masonry is a religiouns institu-
tion.”

Here you will observe Dr. Mackey assigns as
the reason why prayer is always offered in Ma-
sonic lodges, that “ Masonry is a religious institu-
tion,” and you and I must be very well aware
that Past Grand Master Albert G. Mackey would
be very far from publishing anything in his “Lodge

Manual,” or making use of any remark which he
’ 2 Yy
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thought would not be endorsed by the general
craft, or be denied as the correct teaching of the
Order.

But that Freemasonry is a religious philoso-
phy, Dr. Mackey further proves in his ¢ Manual
of the Lodge,” p. 5. He says :(—

“Speculative Masonry, now known as Free-
masonry is, therefore, the scientific application and
the religious consecration of the rules and principles,
the technical language, and the implements and
materials of operative. Masonry to the worship of
God as the Grand Architect of the Universe, and
to the purification of the heart, and the inculcation
of the dogmas of a religious philosophy.”

Reducing this to plain, common, every-day
language, we learn that Freemasonry pretends to
worship God, to purify the heart, and to inculcate
the dogmas of a religious philosophy through its
religious consecration of the rules, principles, tech-
nical language, implements, and materials of opéra-
tive Masonry ; all of which manifestly proves that
Freemasonry is a religious system.

And now we shall turn to another text-book.

In the “Lexicon of Freemasonry” by Mackey,
p- 371, under the word “ PRAYER,” we read :—

<« All the ceremonies of our Order are prefaced
and terminated with prayer, because Masonry is a
religious institution.”

And again, under the word « ORDER,” on p.
330 i—
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“An order is defined by Johnson to be among
other things ‘a regular government, a society of
dignified persons, distinguished by marks of honor,
and a religious fraternity.) In all of these senses
Masonry may be styled an Order.”

That is to say, Freemasonry may be styled an
Order, for three reasons: First, because it is a
regular governmeut. Second, because it is a society
of dignified persons; and Third, because it is a
religious fraternity.

Again in the “Traditions of Freemasonry” by
A. T. C. Pierson, p. 13:—

«“The Order known as Freemasonry appears
to have been instituted as a vehicle to preserve
and transmit an account of the miraculous dealings
of the Most High with his people in the infancy

of the world, for at that early period Freemasonry
may be identified with religion.”

The writer of this, Mr. A. T. C. Pierson, the
present Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Minnesota, is a “Soverecign Grand Inspector Gen-
eral ” of the “Iloly Empire” of Freemasonry, and
it is rather curious to notice his claim for that
organization, that it was “instituted as a vehicle to
preserve and transmit an account of the dealings of
the Most High with his people in the infancy of
the world.”

Now, I think, we may lawfully inquire here,
by whom was the Masonic philosophy instituted ?

If its sole object, as Pierson claims, was to “trans-
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mit an account of the dealings of the Most High
with his people, in the infancy of the World,” then
of course the inference is undeniable that this thing
now called Freemasonry must have been Instituted
by God himself. But we learn from the Word of
God @/ that is necessary for us to know of the
dealings of the Most High with his people in the
infancy of the world; we learn that he promised
them a Redeemer: that all their daily sacrifices
and religious worship typified his coming, his suf-
ferings and his* death, and that all his dealings
with his people at that early period were specially
intended to keep before the minds of men the
sublime truth, that. reconciliation with God and a
restoration to their lost condition could only be
effected through the atonement of the promised
Messiah: And if Mr. Pierson claims that Free-
masonry must have been instituted by the Most
High, then he simply aflirms that the Most High
instituted one system of religion as revealed in the
Old Testament, embodying all the types and
shadows of a future Saviour, and another system of
religion as revealed in Freemasonry, which abso-
lutely denies, rejects, disowns, and dishonors that
Saviour. Thatis to say, God is the author of two
distinct and different systems of religion, the one
pagan, the other Christian; the one false as the
serpent, the other true as God himself. In the
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very next sentence to the one already quoted, it is
distinctly affirmed, that “the identity of the Ma-
sonic institution with the Ancient Mysteries” 7. e.
with pagan secret worshi]?“is obvious,” and strange
to say it is boldly asserted of Masonry, that it was
instituted by the Most High. That is to say, Ma-
sonry and the secret worship of paganism are one
and the same, and as “it is claimed for Masonry
that it has been instituted as a vehicle to preserve
and transmit the dealings of the Most High with
his people in the infancy of the world,” therefore,
it follows that the debasing, licentious worship of
Baal and Osiris in Samaria and Egypt, was the
true.religion of God, and consequently that the
Bible is worse than an old wife’s fable. This is the
natural deduction, if I accept Pierson’s theory, and
in this way the word of God is made of none effect
by «“Masonic tradition.”
But again we read on p. 14:—

“But the Order of Freemasonry goes further
than did the Ancient Mysteries, it becomes a con-
servator as well as a depository of »eligion, science
and art,”

And again on p. 15:—

«Thus, without any reference to forms and
modes of faith, it furnishes a series of indirect evi-
dences, which 51lently operate to establish the great
and general principles of religion.” And

In the “General Ahiman Rezon” by Sickles,
p. 57, we read:—
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“That our rites embraee a// the possible cir-
cumstances of man—moral, social and spiritual—
and have a meaning high as the heavens, broad as
the universe, and profoung as eternity.”

If this does not mean that Freemasonry is a
religious philosophy, then I must confess myself
unable to comprehend the plain import of words.
No stronger language than this can be used in
reference to Christianity.

V Again, in the “Symbolism of Freemasonry,”
p- 11, Dr. Mackey says:—

“Now, I contend that the philosophy of Free-
masonry is engaged in the contemplation of the
divine and human character.”

What more can be said of the Christian
religion than this—that it is engaged in the con-
templation of the divine and human character?—and
if we do not believe from this testimony that Free-
masonry is a system of religion, then why should
we believe from testimony not a whit stronger
that Christianity is a system of religion?

But Dr. Mackey sets this whole matter of the
religious character of Freemasonry at rest in his
“Text-book of Masonic Jurisprudence,” p. g5,
where he says:—

“The truth is, that Masonry is undoubledly a
religious institution, its religion being of that
universal kind in which all men agree.”

And in his celebrated “Masonic Lexicon” he not

only asserts in the plainest possible terms the religious
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character of the Masonic institution, but he also af-

firms in language which cannot be mistaken or mis-
understood, the sort of a religion it is, and the uni-

versal law which all must observe in relation to it.

In the “Lexicon of Freemasonry,” p. 404, he
Says i— -

“The religion then of Masonry is pure theism,
on which its different members engraft their own
peculiar opinions; but ¢Zey are not permitted to in-
troduce them into the lodge, or to connect their
truth or falsehood with the truth of Masonry.”

From all this vast array of Masonic testimony,
then, furnished as it is by its accredited text-books
and by the very highest and most honored rulers
of the order. you will at once understand that Free-
masonry is claimed to be a religious institution and
nothing more; not a mere benevolent or social
organization, but simply a religious system estab-
lished, as we have already seen, for the “purification
of the heart and the worship of God,” through the
spiritual consecration of the implements and ma-
terials of a handicraft Mason.

But we have still further evidence, and one
equally convincing, that Freemasonry is a religious
institution, namely: The ¢“chief design which con-
stitutes all its teachings,” and which is asserted to
be the ¢“elucidation and enforcement of divine truth.”
I shall now give but a very few extracts from the
text-books upon this point, as I intend to refer to

it more at length at another time.
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In the «Manual of the Lodge,” p. 26, Dr.
Mackey says that:—

“Search of truth is the great object of all
Masonic labor.”

And again, on p. 29:---

«Spiritual light, which is but another name for
Divine truth—the truth of God and the soul—the
nature and essence of both, which constitute the
chief design of all Masonic teaching.”

And again, on p.93:—

“Now, what are the wages of a speculative
Mason? Not corn, nor wine, nor oil. All these
are but symbols, Iis wages are frath.”

And again, from the “Symbolism of Free-
masonry,” by Mackey, p. 149:—

“He (the candidate) craves an intellectual illu-
mination, which will bring to his view as aneye-
witness the sublime truths of religious philosophy
and science, which it is the great design of Free-
masonry to teach.”

And, last of all, Freemasonry is proved to be a
religious institution, from the fact that its halls and
temples are said to be consecrated or set apart for
sacred and holy purposes, as distinguished from
profane edifices.

In the «Text-book of Masonic Jurisprudence,”
by Mackey, p. 288, we read as follows:—

«ConsEcrATION.—The ceremony of conse-
crating religious edifices to the sacred purposes for
which they are intended by mystic rites, has been
transmitted to us from the remotest antiquity. ¢IHis-
tory,’ says Dudley, ‘both ancient and modern, tells us
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that extraordinary rites, called rites of consecration
or dedication, have been performed by people of all
ages and nations on the occasion of the first appli-
cation of altars, or temples, or places to religious
uses,””’

And, after citing the examples of Moses, Solo-
mon, and the “returned exiles” from the Babylon-
ish captivity, he goes on to say:—

“Among the pagans, ceremonies of the most
magnificent nature were often used in setting apart
their gorgeous temples to the purposes of worship.
A Masonic lodge is, in imitation of these ancient
examples, consecrated with mystic ceremonies to
the sacred purposes for which it had been con-
structed. By this act it is set apart for a holy
object, the cultivation of the great tenets of a
Mason’s profession, and becomes, or should become,
in the mind of the conscientious Mason, invested
with a peculiar reverence as a place where, as he
passes over its threshold, he should feel the applica-
tion of the command given to Moses: ‘Put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.””

Such language as this can only be used in
reference to a religious institution, and the exam-
ples adduced by the Masonic law-giver, namely:
that of anciently consecrating ¢altars, temples or
places” to religious uses, such as the Tabernacle,
the first and second Temples, and likewise the gor-
geous temples of the pagans, in imitation of all of
which Masonic lodges, halls and temples are set
apart for holy purposes, clearly demonstrate the
fact that Freemasonry is a religious institution, and
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even that itis of so sacred a character that in fact
the very floor of its lodges is “holy ground.”

And again, on p. 293:—

“The consecration and dedication may be con-
sidered as the religious formularies, which give a
sacred character to the lodge, and by which it is
to be distinguished from a profare association,
intended only for the cultivation of good fellow-
ship.”

Comment on this is entirely unnecessary, for it
is scarcely possible to utter language in any plainer
words. The lodge must be “distinguished from a
profane association,” or even from a society of men
“where only good fellowshipis cultivated.” It must
ever be regarded in its true sacred character, and
the mystic rites of ¢“consecration and dedication”
are the “religious formularies,” which ¢“give this
sacred character to the Masonic lodge.”

Thus it has been clearly established, that Free-
masonry claims to be a religious institution, and
(what is more) that it attempts to prove and sustain
that claim beyond the possibility of a dispute, or
the shadow of a doubt. It claims to be a religious
institution. First, because of the principles it incul-
cates. Second, because of its prayers and benedic-
tions. Third, because of the character of its lodge
work. Fourth, because of its professed object.
Fifth, because of its consecration ceremonies, which
alone are sufficient to distinguish it from a profane

association, and, lastly, because of its divine origin,
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Ilenry:—Yes, I’'m thoroughly satisfied on that
point. I am fully convinced that Masonry is, with-
out any doubt, a religious institution, clse of course,
all its various text-books, manuals, monitors, and
lexicons, would never dare to assert in such very
strong and positive language that it is so; but,
after all, may not Freemasonry be a Christian
institution, just as the Methodist, Baptist, or Con-
gregational Churches arc? And indeed, I suppose,
I am justified in thus judging of its religious char-
acter, from the fact that very many of the ministers
of these different churches are members of the
order.

Mr. Barton :—No, my son, Freemasonry is not
a Christian institution, nor does it even pretend in
the very remotest degree to be any such thing.
But it is, nevertheless, a religious system, just as
Mahommedanism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Roman-
ism, are religious systems. On this point ignorant
Masons generally make a very great mistake.
They confound the word “religion” with Christi-
anity, and hence they deny that Masonry is a
religious institution at all, while they simply mean
only to deny thatitis the Christian religion. Christi-
anity is the #rue religion -established by the Father,
through the Lord Jesus Christ, for man’s redemption
and for his restoration to holiness and fellowship with

Himself, while Masonry is but a base counterfeit, and
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was only established, or rather revived, in the early
part of the last century, in a London grog-shop.
But this I shall more fully explain o you at another
time. For the present, however, let us remember that
as regards the religious character of Freemasonry,
there can be no controversy.

In «Webster’s Unabridged,” the word “religion”
is defined as being:

1st.  “The recognition of God as an object of
worship, love and obedience.”

2d. “Any system of faith and worship.”

3d. “The rites or services of religion.”

Now, Masonry claims to recognize God as “an
object of worship and obedience,” and hence, on this
ground, it is a religious institution. Again, Masonry
is a “system of faith and worship,” and therefore in
this sense, also, it is a religion, while its various “rites
and services” most unquestionably establish its re-
ligious character. But, asalready stated, it is nothing
more than a base counterfeit, and yet (with shame be
it stated,) every minister and professing Christian
who is initiated into its pretended mysteries must
bind himself under oaths, which are enforced by the
most terrible death penalties, that he will “conform to
and abide by, and ever maintain and support, every
edict, rule, law, decree and regulation” of this false
religious philosbphy, no matter what its nature or re-

quire ments m ay be.



CHAPTER IIIL

Tue Masoxic ReLicion ExaMiNeEp.—Moral law
of nature.—Purely antichristian.—True God
entirely ignored.—Grand Orient of France.---
Masqnic despotism.---Obedience right or wrong.
Masonry and Romanism.---Pure theism.---Ma-
sonic religion not founded on the Bible.—
Masonic traditions.—Romanism and Masonry

compared.—Condemned by the word of God.

FHenry :—1 begin to
feel a deeper interest
in the study of the
Masonic  philosophy
than I ever thought
I shonld. T always had
an idea that it was

simply an association established merely for benevo-
lent purposes only, with a little conviviality or socia-
bility thrown in to render its meetings more inter-
esting, and to encourage its members to attend lodge
more regularly, but I never thought of it as being
a system of religion. I am now, however, thoroughly
convinced on that point. Indeed, I cannot see, in
the face of the evidence adduced, how any one can
deny it. But what sort of a religion does Free-

“masonry inculcate? And what “rights and benefits,”
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if any, does it pretend to confer on its adhering
members?

Mpr. Barton :—The subject to which your ques-
tions allude, my dear Henry, is exceedingly important
and ought to be thoroughly investigated, and fully
and clearly understood. :

The silly so-called secrets of the Masonic sys-
tem have been exposed and ex}ilained time and
again during the last fifty years at least. Its
passwords, signs, grips, and the clownish buffoonery
of its initiatory ceremonies, have all been published
to the world over half a century ago, and hence, to
direct attention in an especial manner to the Masonic
ritual, or to explain to you merely how Masons
are made, would be only to demonstrate how very
foolish and stupid men are sometimes capable of
acting, All this is fully set forth in the “Hand-book
of Freemasonry,” and to that work I would there-
fore refer you for the genuine secrets of the craft.
But that we may fully understand and thoroughly
appreciate the absolute wickedness and the infidelity
of the whole Masonic philosophy, we must carefully
examine and expose its true religious character, and
the source from whichit is derived. To begin with,
then:

It is claimed for the religion of Freemasonry,
by its authorized exponents and teachers, that it is

@ UNIVERSAL RELIGION.
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In reference to this point, I shall direct your
attention first of all to the oldest Masonic document
now in existence, namely: The “Charges of a
Freemason,” originally published in London by one:
James Anderson, in 1723, and the basis of the
written law of Masonry. This document we find in

the «“Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 215:

CHARGE I.—“CoNCERNING GoD AND RELIGION.”

“Though ih ancient times Masons were charged
in every country to be of the religion of that coun-
try or nation, whatever it was, it is zow thought
more expedient only to oblige them fo that religion
in which all men agree.”

Here then we have it positively asserted that
the religion of Masonry is “that religion in which
all men agree,” and further, that Freemasons, as
such, are now everywhere “obliged” to profess
that religion. Now this “religion,” whatever else
it is, cannot possibly be Christian, for in #4aef all
men do not agree—never have, and during the
present dispensation never will. Neither is it Ro-
manism, Judaism, Mohammedanism, or Mormonism,
for in none of these systems do ¢“all men agree.”
The religion of Masonry, therefore, must be a
religion entirely peculiar to itself, from the wvery
nature of which it borrows its vaunted universality,
and by means of which it boastingly pretends to

associate upon one common religious platform men
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of every country, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation.  But how is this pretended
universality sought to be established? And what
is that peculiar feature of the Masonic "system
which, it claims, renders it thus acceptable to all
classes of religionists, but in reality to men of no
religion at all?

The answer to this is found, and can only be
found, in the fact that it virtually ignores the law
of God as revealed in the Bible, and that it posi-
tively repudiates and rejects the divinity and the
mediatorship of the Lord Jesus Christ. On this
subject we have the most ample testimony that can
possibly be furnished by Masonic works of the
highest standard.

In the “Text-book of Masonic Jurisprudence,”

by Mackey, on p. 502, it is stated that:—

“Every Mason is .obliged by his tenurc to
obey the moral law.” (OIld Charges of 1722.)
“Now this moral law is not to be considered as
confined to the decalogue of Moses, within which
narrow limits the ecclesiastical writers technically
retain it, but rather as alluding to what is called
the lex naturce, or the law of nature.”’

Or, in other words, when the Almighty delivered
his law for man’s government he gave it so very
imperfect, so incomplete, and so utterly inadequate
to the purpose for whieh he intended it, that it is

found to be entirely “too marrow,” and too “lim-
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ited” to 'be accepted as the standard of right in
Masonic lodges, and hence Freemasonry very
judiciously manufactures a much superior law for its
own especial use, which it calls the “/ex nature, or
law of nature,” which it proclaims as its only
religious standard, and which every one of its mem-
bers ¢“by his tenure is bound to' obey.” If this is
not turning the truth of God into a lie, will some
Masonic divine have the goodness to say how other-
wise it could be done, and to better effect?

But Dr. Mackey continues:—

“This is the ¢‘moral law’ to which the old
charge already cited refers, and which it declares
to be the law of Masonry. And this was wisely
“done, for it is evident that no law less universal
could have been appropriately seclected for the
government of an institution whose prominent
characteristic is its universality.”

Of coursg it was “wisely done!” Why should
such a noble institution as Freemasonry—so broad
in its philosophy—so universal in its membership,
and so extensive in its wonderful benevolence, be
governed by so “narrow,” and so “limited” a code
as the law of God? Freemasonry, which is so
exceedingly generous and expansive in the immen-
sity of its charity as to exclude, by stern decree, at
least seventy-five per cent, of the whole human
family from the very least of its boasted benefits,
must have something better! Why should such a

noble institution as this be governed by so “limited”
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a set of precepts as are to be found in the moral
law of Jehovah? No, no, that would never do.
Freemasonry must have a code of laws far superior
to that, and entirely more suitable to its own pecu-
liar morality, and so it bas set up for itself a some-
thing called the “/ex nature,’ or “law of nature.”
But let us hear the great Masonic Dr. Mackey out.
He says, in continuation:—

“The precepts of Jesus could not have been
made obligatory on a Jew; a Christian would have
denied the sanctions of the Koran; a Mohammedan
must have rejected the law of Moses, and a disciple
of Zoroaster would have turned from all to the
teachings of his Zend Avesta. The universal law
of nature. which the authors of the old charges
have properly called the moral law, is, therefore,
the only law suited in every 1espect to be adopted
as the Masonic code.”

Here lies the secret of the whole matter. «The
preéepts of Jesus” must be ﬁgidly excluded, the
law of nature must be substituted for the law of
God, and a religious philosophy, founded upon this
law, must be substituted for the religion of the Bible;
and upon this broad infidel platform it is boasted
that men of every clime and every religion, or of
no religion at all, may and do harmoniously asso-
ciate together. But how can a professing Christian,
and more especially a Christian minister, solemnly
swear to “maintain and support” such a wicked

combination as this? Or if he is unwittingly led
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into such an infidel conspiracy how can he consist-
ently remain a member of it, and thus by the very
example he sets encourage others to do the same?
Taking the very best possible view of Free-
masonry, is there any one single doctrine, or any
one ‘duty inculcated and enforced by the Masonic
philosophy, which is not found to be inculcated
by God’s law and within the pale of the Christian
church?  «The church of the living God is the
pillar and the ground of the truth,” (1 Tim. iii. 15)
which the Lord Jesus Christ has “sanctified and
cleansed with the washing of water by the word,
that he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that it should be holy and without blem-
ish.” (Eph. v. 26 27.) Can this be said of the
Masonic institution?  Is that miserable system of
sin and folly “without spot or wrinkle?” And are
the laws and precepts of Freemasonry, its obliga-
tions, death penalties, and its foul philosophy of
selfishness, deceit, and cunning, “holy and without
blemish?” Why, to compare the church of Christ
to Masonry would be about the same as comparing
the brightness of the sun to the darkness of mid-
night, or the glory of the Mount of Transfiguration
to the blackness of despair in the regions of eternal
woe. Upon what hypothesis then can a professing

Christian, and more especially a Christian minister,
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justify his conduct in connecting himself with the
Masonic institution, and in swearing to support its
laws, rules and edicts., whether “right or wrong?”

Secondly, the religion of Masonry places the
gods of paganism on a level with the God of the
Dible, and its laws and edicts are especially
antagonistic to Christianity.

Of course, when it accepts the “Jex nature, or
law of nature,” as of equal authority with the De-
calogue of Exodus, it necessarily follows that it
honors the “god of nature” as much as it does
the true God. As regards this point, we read in

«“Webb’s Monitor of Freemasonry,” by Rob.
Morris, p. 280, as follows:—

“So BROAD is the religion of Masonry, and so
CAREFULLY ARE ALL SECTARIAN TENETS EX-
CLUDED FROM THE SYSTEM, that the Christian, the
Jew, and the Mohammedau, in all their numberless
sects and divisions, may, and do harmoniously com-
bine in its moral and intellectual work with the Bud-
dhist, the Parsee, the Confucian, and the worshiper
of Deity under every form.”

Here, in plain, simple language, we have the
true nature of the Masonic religion very accurately
defined, and its one great leading characteristic of
the positive rejection of every feature of Christianity
authoritatively declared and set forth:—

First, it is a “broad” religion. Secondly, it is
so broad that «“all sectarian fenets are carefully

excluded from the system.” Thirdly, this religion
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of Muasonry is so “broad,” that the Christian, the,
Jew, the Parsee, the Mahomedan, the Confucian,
and the worshipper of Deity under every form
including the wild Arab and the American savage,
“may, and do harmoniously combine in its moral
and intellectual work.” And in order ‘to become a
living, working member of this truly accommo-
dating institution, the minister and the professing
Christian must bind himself by the most solemn
obligations to “conform to, and abide by all its

laws and teachings.”

Again in “ Webb’s Monitor,” by Morris, p. 284,
it is asserted that:—

“The religious tenets of Freemasonry are few,
simple, but fundamental. The candidate must pro-
fess a belief in Deity before initiation.”

This is the Mason’s creed, and the one sole
article of faith of the Masonic religion, as practised
in the United States. It professes to demand
“helief” in a God. But in what God does Free-
masonry require its candidates to profess a belief?
The claim is made that “the Budhist, the Parsee, and
the Confucian,” according to Masonic law and
usage “may, and do harmoniously combine with
the Mahomedan, the Jew, and the Christian in the
moral and intellectual work ” of the Masonic insti-
tution, but surely all these do not believe in the
same God, The Confucian believes in the God
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Josh ; the Mahomedan helieves in the God of the
Koran ; while the Budhist and the Parsee are
idolatrous pagans of the most pronounced and posi-
tive type. And hence, of course, the God of
Masonry must be anything and everything that the
capricious fancy of any or of all these people may
choose to make him. The words “God” and
«Lord,” it is true, are very frequently used in the
Masonic ritual, but these names, Masonically ex-
pressed, can have no more reference to the true
God and to his worship than the square of the
Worshipful Master has to the cross of Calvary. If
the God of the Bible is the true God, and if in
that book He has given us a revelation of Himself,
then most assuredly the Masonic philosophy is a
libelous falsehood, and the God of Masonry a sense-
less myth.

But the Christian believes and worships the
one only living and true God, everlasting—Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, “who at sundry times, and in
divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets,” and who, in the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ, “appeared once in the end of
the world to put away sin by the sacrifice of him-
se.lf.” How can it be truthfully asserted then by the
rulers of Masonry, that a professing Christian, or a
Christian minister can harmoniously combine with

Chinese, Turks, and pagan Budhists, in the various
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religious exercises of the lodge, especially when the
law is expressly laid down that, from the peculiar
construction of the Masonic philosophy, the name
of Christ must be “carcfully excluded.” (?)

No man can serve two masters; and no Christian
can worship God, through Christ, in the church,
while he pretends to worship the pagan’s God, with-
out Christ, in the lodge. No, the Masonic claim in
this respect is a mere shallow pretense, and hence,
while American Freemasonry requires all candi- -
dates to profess a ¢belief in deity,” it nowhere

_inculcates, nor can it consistently inculcate faith
and trust in the God of heaven.

The Grand Orient of France, however, the
highest Masonic authority in that country, and in
fact the foster parent of the Ircemasonry of
America, is more honest in its expression in regard -
to its religious tenets, and more true to the real
principles of the Masonic philosophy, than the
Grand Lodges of the United States; for while the
la.ttel' hypoycritically pretend to inculcate faith in
God, while they reject Christ, the latter, by a de-
cree passed at its last Grand Annual Conclave, has
ordered the name of God to be entirely stricken
out from every part of its work and ritual. To
require a belief in God, while the Lord Jesus
Christ is disowned and rcjected, is a piece of the

most consummate hypodcrisy, and hence the French
L]



63 THE MASTER’S CARPET.

Freemasons recognizing this fact, and believing tnag
no God at all is quite as good, if not better and
more preferable, than God without Christ, have
come out in their true Masonic colors, and have
rejected God altogether, and when their brethren
in this and other countries will follow their exam-
ple, is only a mere question of time.

But again in “ Webb’s Monitor,” by Morris,
p. 285 we read:—

“The Ten Commandments or their equival-
ent embrace the gist of the Masonic religion.”

In this simple assertion of the Masonic law-
giver we have three things very distinctly affirmed.
First: that there is a Masonic religion. Second:
that the gist of the Masonic relgion is embraced
in the Ten Commandments, and Third: that the
Masonic authorities allow that the Ten Command-

ments may have an equivalent.

The first of these propositions has been already
fully established by numerous quotations, both from
the ritual and from the standard works of the
institution ; the second is an additional proof of the
antichristian character of its religious philosophy,
while the third savors very strongly of the ranKest
blasphemy. If Freemasonry admits that God’s law
may have an ¢ cquivalent,” and that that “equiva-
lent” can be found in the writings of Mahomed,

Confucius, or Joe Smith, then it simply affirms that
«
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the God of heaven is no better and no wiser than
a mere sensual adventurer, a tyranical usurper, or
an ambitious pretender.

.Thirdly, Z%e religion of Masonry is a system
of absolute despotism, and like that of Rome,
demands a blind uuguestioning obedience to all its
laws, rules, and cdicts, whether “right or wrong.’

‘While Freemasonry is a religious philosophy,
pretending to teach piety and morality though its
laws and landmarks are so framed and interpreted
as to exclude from its system every particle of the
Christian faith, and while it admits that any pagan
philosopher may frame a code of laws equal in every
respect to the moral law of God, yet lest any of
its members, lay or clerical, should repent of his
wicked folly in entering such a notorious combina-
tion of fraud, deception, and infidelity, and so secede
from its ranks, it requires every candidate by a
most terrible obligation to enter into  a life-long
covenant with it, and to bind himself forever te
obey, without questioning, every law, rule and decree
of the system under any and ail circumstances.

This purely despotic principal .is very clearly
asserted in the following extracts from the Masonic
obligations :—

In the Fellow Craft’s Obligation, section 2:—

«T furthermore solemnly promise and swear
that I will sfand to and abide by all the laws, rules



70 THE MASTER’S CARPET.

and regulations of the Fellow Craft degree, so far
as the same shall come to my knowledge.”

And again, in the Master Mason’s Oblig ation,
section 2:

«I furthermore solemnly promise and swear
that I will conform to and abide by all the laws,
rules and regulations of the Master Mason’s degree
and of the lodge of whick I may herefater become
a member, and that 1 will ever maintain and sup-
port the constitution, laws and edicts of the Grand
Lodge under which the same shall be holden, so
far as the same shall come to my knowledge.”

“«To all of this I most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast reso-
lution to keep and perform the same without any
equivocation, mental .reservation, or secret evasion
of mind whatever, éinding myself under no less a
. penalty than that of having my body seyered in
twain, my bowels taken from thence and burned to
ashes, and the ashes scattered to the four winds of
heaven, so that no more trace or remembrance
might be had of so vile and perjured a wretch as
I, should I ever, knowingly or willingly, violate or
transgress this, my solemn obligation as a Master
Mason; so help me God, and keep me steadfast in
the due performance of the same.” See “Hand
Book,” pp. 66 and gg.

If such an oath as this were published in any

of the daily papers, with a statement that it was
administered in the dead of night, and at a secret
meeting, guarded by an armed sentinel, by the
Molly Maguire or Ku-Klux societies to a joining
member, the whole country would be horrified, and
these wicked institutions justly ranked as among the

very worst of their kind in the world. And yet,
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every minister in being made a Master Mason
must take this oath.

Now compare this with the following from
the oath administered by the Romish church to
every one of her converts and mark the difference,

In the Creed of Pope Pius IV. Art. xii we
read :—

“I, N. N. do at this present freely profess and
truly hold this frue Catholic faith without whick
7o one CAN BE SAVED, and 1 promise most con-
stantly to retain and confess the same entire and
inviolate with God’s assistence fo the cnd of my

Ife.’, :
And then every priest, bishop and ecclesiastic

must further swear:—

“And I will take care as far as in me lies,
that it shall be held, taught and preached by my
subjects, or by those, the care of .whom shall ap-
pertain to me in my office; this I promise, vow and

swear—so help me God and the holy gospels of
(, d”

Is the Romish system then any more exacting

or any more despotic then the system of Masonry?

Again in the Masonic ritual the following questions
and answers occur, and while they serve to indicate
the true source of all Masonic piety and morality,
they also point out the only bond which could
otherwise cement this wicked conspiracy together:

“What makes you a Mason?” “My obli-
gation.”
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“What makes you a Fellow Craft?” «My
obligation.”

«“What makes you a Master Mason?” «My
obligation,” (See “Hand Book,” pp. 36, 182, 259.)

Thus we see that the Masonic obligations are
the very foundation of the whole system, and with-
out which this miserable, wicked sham would fall to
pieces‘in a year;and the only condition upon which
obedience to the requirements of these obligations 1s
demanded and enforced is explained by. Dr. Rob.
Modrris, Past Grand Master of Kentucky, in lan-
guage so plain and easy that no Mason can fail to

understand his duty.
In «“Webb’s Monitor,” p. 196, he says:—

“The first duty of the reader of this synopsis
is to obey the edicts of his Grand Lodge. Rig/kt or
wrong, his very existence as a Mason hangs wpon
obedience to the powers immediately set above lhim.
The one wunpardonable crime in a Mason is eontu-
macy or disobedience.”

From this, I think we can have a pretty clear
conception of the deep-rooted conmspiracy and the
crafty design of the Masonic institution. First, the
candidate is made to swear eternal obedience to all
Masonic laws and edicts, and without having the
slightest knowledge of any one of themjthen the
law peremptorily excluding the name of «Christ is
submitted for his acceptance, and, lastly, in perfect

harmony with the requirements of «his Masonic
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obligation, a blind, implicit, unwavering obedience
to this law is demanded of him whether “7ight or
wrong.”

In direct opposition to this terrible system of
mental and moral enslavement and as if in utter
condemnation of this very principle of the Masonic
institution, the word of God distinctly affirms in

Lev.'v., 4 5., that:—

“If a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to
do evil or to do good whatsoever it be that a man
skall pronounce with an oath and it be hid from
Zim when he knoweth of it then he shall be guilty
in one of these, and it shall be when he shall be
guilty in one of these things that he shall confess
that he had sinned in that thing.”

Freemasonry says to every candidate ; “swear,
although what you are called upon to swear to is
hidden from you.” The word of God on the other
hand says “if you do this you sin against God and
you shall be guilty.”

Fourthly, Zhe religion of Freemasonry is
PURE THEISM, acknowledging A GOD but denying
revelation.”

This is very clearly asserted under the word
“Religion” in the

“ Lexicon of Freemasonry,” by A. G. Mackey,
p- 404:—

“ Tug RELIGION THEN OF MASONRY IS PURE
THEISM on which its different members engraft
their own peculiar opinions, but they are not per-
mitted to introduce them into the lodge or to con-

nect their truth or falsehood with the truth of
Masonry.”



"4 THE MASTER’S CARPET.

In the extract before us, my dear Henry, we
have as clear and emphatic a statement as can
possibly be found anywhere, of the real character
of the Masonic religious philosophy. It is PURE
THEISM. Nothing more and nothing less; and upon
the broad platform of this pure theism it pretends
to unite all classes and conditions of men. Now
the Jew, the Turk, the Confucian and the Brah-
min in joining the Masonic fraternity, binds him-
self to support and maintain this pure theism. But
when the professing Christian or minister of the
gospel becomes a Mason, what does Ze swear to
support and maintain? Why this very same system
of pure theism., And when the Jew, the Mahom.
edan and the Unitarian are initiated, or when they
visit a lodge, what does Masonic law require them
to “exclude” from the system? Nothing; absolutely
nothing. Their religion, if they have any, is pure
theism already, and consequently they compromise
nothing whatever religiously by being made Ma.
sons. But when a Christian minister is made a
Mason and lives up to his obligations, what is he
called upon to exclude and what does he maintain
and support? He must ¢ carefully exclude all sec-
tarian tenets.” That is he cannot use the name of
Jesus Christ in the lodge room .in connection with
any Masonic prayer or religious ceremony. He
cannot introduce any of, what Masonry calls, his

’
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p’eculiar Christian opinions into the lodge, nor “con-
nect their truth or falsehood with the truth of
Masonry,” and hence he willfully compromises his
Christian character.  And should a professing
Christian or minister so far forget his duty as a
good Mason as to use the name of Christ when
called upon to pray in any Masonic Assembly he
simply violates his obligation as a Master Mason
and thus in reality becomes as much a “perjured villain”
as 1f he had proclaimed its silly, senseless secrets upon
the housetops. Having solemnly sworn that “he
will conform to and abide by ALL THE LAWS,
rules and regulations of the Master Mason’s degree,”
and it being one of the most fundamental laws,
rules and regulations of that degree that “all sec-
tarian tenets must be carefully excluded,” he is
bound to submit to this inexorable mandate or else
willfully violate his obligation, and thus incur the
penalty of expulsion if not death itself.

But what is ¢ pure theism?” Polytheism we
know is a belief in many gods, Atheism is a belief
in #zo God at all, and Z/eism is the belief in ¢ God,
and hence Dr. Mackey uses the term pure theism
in this place, evidently to assert that the religious
philosophy - of Freemasonry merely recognizes the
existence of a something which it calls god, but

which is not to be understood as embodying a plu-
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rality of persons in that god; or, in other words, i
is a positive denial of the Trinity.

Freemasonry, as we shall find hereafter, is the
“secret worship” of paganism revived, and this
doctrine of pure theism enunciated here by the
Masonic lexicon is simply the same principle
which in all pagan countries distinguished their
secret from their public worship. This same idea
of the Masonic religion is elsewhere referred to by
Mackey and others, as “the unity of God,” and,
together with the doctrine of immortality, is claimed
to constitute the sole religious belief of the Masonic
philosophy.

Referring to these doctrines, and the manner
in which they were communicated and preserved
in early times, the “Symbolism of Freemasonry,”
by Dr. Mackey, p. 15, states as follows:—

“But those among the masses—and there were
some——who were made acquainted with the truth,
received their knowledge by means of an Znitiation
into certain sacred mysteries in the bosom of
which it was concealed from the public gaze.”

Hence, then, the pure f/ezsm which constitutes
the sum and substance of the Masonic philosophy
is precisely the same doctrine and mode of faith
which is claimed to haye existed in the pagan
mysteries, after the dispersion of mankind in the
plains of Shinar; and to this pagan philosophy of
the lodge every candidate, be he minister or lay-
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. »
man, “must, with reverence, most humbly bow,

according to the tenor of his obligation.

In direct opposition to this pagan idea of lodge
theism, the word of God very distinctly affirms a
plurality of persons in the God-head.

In Genesis i. 26, we read:—

«“ And God said, let us make man.”

Again in John i, 1 14:—

“In the beginning was the WorD, and the
worD was with God, and the worD was God.”

«“ And the WORD was made HAesh, and dwelt
among us.’

See, also, in Matt. xxviii. 19—

« Teach all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost,”

And again in John v. f7:—

“ There are three that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and
these three are one.” And

Lastly, Z%e religion of Masonry is both wun-
scriptural and antiscriptural, and Ilike Romanism,

wholly based on corrupt traditions.

In the “Digest of Masonic Law” by Geo.
Wingate Chase, pp. 207, 208, I read :—

“The Jews, the Chinese, the Turks, each re-
ject, cither the New Testament or the Old, or
both, and yet we see no good reason why they
should not be made Masons. In fact Blue Lodge
Masonry has nothing whatever to do with the.
BLible; it is not founded upon the bible, 1If it
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was, it would not be Masonry, it would be some-
thing else.”

This is the unchangeable law in the case, ab-
solute and beyond controversy. Chinese, Turks
and Jews may become Freemasons, although they
reject either a part or the whole of God’s word,
and the reason given for the existence of this uni-
versal principle is that “Masonry has nothing
whatever to do with the Bible. It is not founded
on the Bible; if it was it would not be Masonry
it would be something else.”

You will observe that here four things are ex-
plicitly affirmed. First, that a man who rejects
the Bible altogether may become a Mason, Sec-
ond, that Freemasonry is not founded on the Bible.
Third, that if Masonry were founded on the Bible
it would not be Masonry, and Fourth, that the
religious system of Masonry is “somecthing else”
than what the Bible teaches.

Now with regard to the first point —that men
who reject the Bible may become Masons.—How
is it that the candidate is obligated on the
Bible in all American lodges? And why is he re-
quired to salute it with his lips, after taking his
obligation? Kiss a Bible which he may despise
“and reject! Take an obligation on a Bible, one
word of which he may not believe? Why, this is

solemn mockery—an insult to common sense, to
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reason, to the religion of the Bible and to God.
And yet as Masons we ask God to help us to keep
steadfast in and carry out this wicked hypocrisy to
the end of life. (See “Hand Book,” p. 183, last
clause of obligation.)

But again, suppose one of these men who dis-
believe the Bible, (and there are thousands of them
in Masonry) should be the Master of the lodge,
when a minister or a deacon of a Christian church
is being initiated, how can such a man truthfully
and consistently assure the candidate, then standing
before him, that there is nothing in the obligation
which he is about to take that can “conflict with
any of those exalted duties he may owe to God?”
Or how can a Christian minister, with any show of
consistency or truthfulness, submit his own judg-
ment to the judgment of such a man? We con-
demn Romanists, and pityingly refer to their ignor-
ance and blind superstition in yielding their private
judgment to the will and judgment of a priest; but
in the Masonic lodge we find that the minister of
a purely Protestant and evangelical church at his
initiation may be, and very often is, called upon, to
yield his private judgment to the will and judg-
ment of a rum-seller, a profane swearer, a gambler,
or even an infidel. (See “Hand Book” p. 181.
Master’s address to candidate before taking the
obligation.)
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With regard to the second point—that Mason-
ry is not founded on the Bible—then on what is it
founded? Of course, “pure theism ” is not and can-
not be founded on God’s Word. What then is the
foundation of speculative Freemasonry?

In the “Lexicon of Freemasonry” by Dr. A,
G. Mackey, pp. 491 492, we read:—

“ TrADITIONS ”.—* The legends or traditions
of Freemasonry constitute a very considerable and
important ‘part of its ritual. In many instances
these fraditions have been corrupted by anachron-
isms and other errors which have crept into them.”

¢« All that can be claimed for them is that in
some there is a great deal of truthful narrative
more or less overlaid with fiction.”

The Masonic philosophy then recognizing only
what it calls “the moral law of nature,” has nothing
to sustain it but a system of lying traditions and
legends, borrowed from the old pagan religions, and
which its best and most intelligent authors candidly
confess, have been falsified and corrupted almost
beyond recognition.

Now it is very singular that the religion of
Romanism is also claimed to be based on the same
fabulous and unreliable foundation.

In the creed of Pope Pius IV, article 1, we
read as follows:—

“I most steadfastly admit and embrace Apos-
tolical and ecclesiastical traditions, and all other
observances and constitutions of the same church,”
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And again, in the Abridgement of Christian
Doctrine, p. 10:—

«Is it not enough to believe all that is written
In the Bible?”

«No it is not, for we must also believe all
Apostolical traditions.”’

Now, what difference, may I ask, is there be-
tween the senseless and corrupt traditions and
legends of Freemasonry and the numerous ¢“eccle-
siastical” and so-called ¢apostolical traditions” and
lying legends of Romanism? Not a particle. One
is justas good authority as the other, and just as
worthy the same degree of credit, while, at the
same time, both are false and unscriptural. And in
what particular respect does the blind credulity
demanded of the Mason differ from the ignorant,
superstitious belief of the Roman Catholic? A poor,
ignorant, Irish Catholic, who never knew, and who
perhaps, never had an opportunity of learning any
better, bows submissively and yields his judgment
to the will of his priest, accepting as literal truth
all the stupid legends and traditionary fables of
superstitious monks and hermits; but a Protestant
minister, holding, perhaps, his diploma of D. D.
from some famous university, and claiming to be,
himself, a teacher of truth and a guide to the
ignorant, bows with equal submissiveness to the

will of his Masonic superior, and accepts, with the
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same degree of blind credulity, all the disgustingly
stupid fables concerning Hiram, Solomon, Zerubba-
bel, the Saints John, and other Bible worthies, with
which the ritual and manuals of Masonry abound.
1f a Protestant minister profests against the error
of “Romish tradition,” how can he counsistently
accept “Masonic tradition,” which is not a bit more
reliable if, indeed, it is as good? But what is still
more singular, how can he solemnly swear to “abide
by and support” all those fables and teack them
to others as truth?

How exceedingly consistent a man must act
when once he becomes a Mason!

Fabulous tradition is the only foundation of
both Masonry and Romanism, and, as we shall find
further on, the superstructure in either case is the
same in principle, and is condemned with equal
severity in God’s Word.

In Matt. xv. 3,06 and 9, we read:—

“Why do ye also transgress the commandment
of God by your tradition?”

“Thus have ye made the commandment of
God of no effect by your tradition.”

“But in vain thLy do worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men.”

See also Col. ii. S:—

“Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world and not
after Christ.”



CHAPTER IV.

Wuat Masonry Cramms 10 Do.—The new
birth.—Temple building.—Mental illumination.
Romanism and Masonry compared.—Both op-
posed to God’s Word.—Freedom from sin.—
“Justification by works”—Masonic precepts.—
Masons in search of divine truth.—Never find
it—Masonry above the true religion.-—Mason-
ry a wicked counterfeit.

Mr. Bartorn :—Having thus examined the ckar-
nucter of the Masonic religion and the basis upon
which it rests, the next point of interest to which I
desire to call your attention is the extraordinary
goodness which it claims to possess, or, as the ritual
expresses it, its “rights, lights and benefits.”

Every religion, no matter by what name it is
known, professes, of course, to contain within 1tself
some wonderful advantages. What are the great
results then to be derived from Masonic affiliation?
And what are the pretended privileges which
Masonry professes to confer upon those who be-
come initiated into its antichristian mysteries and
pagan ceremonials?

First:—7%e Masonic religion claims to re-
new man’s nature and fo accomplish in cvery

candidate the “new birth.’
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Mmlster repared l“l!]l‘atl“l‘ prepared Minister prepared
in E. A. Degree. F. C. Degree. in M. M. Degreée.

The above figures represent the candidate
as he stands outside the door of the lodge prepared
for initiation. He is divested of all his clothing—
shirt excepted—dressed in an old pair of drawers;
the left leg, arm and breast are bare, in the first
degree; his right leg, arm and breast, in the
second ; and both legs, both arms and both breasts
are bare in the third degree. 'A rope is put once
round his neck, in the first; twice round his right
arm in the second, and three times round his body
in the third degree; and in each degree a hood-

wink is carefully fastened over his eyes.
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Speaking of him thus, the ¢«Manual of the
Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 20, says-—

“There he stands, without our portals, on the
thereshold of his new Masonic life, in darkness, help-
lessness and ignorance. Having been wandering
amid the errors, and covered over with the pol-
lutions of the outer and profane world, he comes
inquiringly to our doors, SEEKING THE NEW BIRTII,
and asking a withdrawal of the vail which con-
ceals divine truth from his uninitiated sight.”
(See «ITand Book,” pp. 30, 31.)

And again, on page 21:

“Masonry stands before the neophyte in all
the glory of its form and beauty, to be fully re-
vealed to him, however, only WHEN THE NEW
BIRTH Las beecn completely accomplished.”

IHere you will observe that, according to Ma.
sonic teaching, the new birt/ is to be accomplished
in every candidate, without any exception whatever
by the influence of the Masonic religion and through
means of the initiatory ceremonies of the Masonic
degrees. And it is also represented that every can-
didate—rume-seller, infidel or doctor of divinity—up
to that time, has been “covered over with the pol-
lutions of the outer and profane world,” that he
has been “in darkness, helplessness and ignorance,”
and that during all his life previous he had been
“wandering in error,” and that now, at last, he
comes to the only place where ¢“divine truth” can
alone be found; where his “darkness” is to be

changed into marvelous brightness, where his “help
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lessness and ignorance” are to be removed, where
the clouds of “error” by which he had been here-
tofore enveloped are to be dispelled, and where he
is to be accepted into the joyful companionship of
the “Sons of Light” and receive the glorious
privilege of “the new birth.” What an honorable
position this for a Christian minister to occupy,
and what an exalted opinion Frecmasonry enter-
tains of his Bible, his church, his knowledge, his
Christianity and his God, when it thus degrades
him to the level of the rough, the rumseller and
the dancing master; and yet this same minister
takes fifty-four solemn obligations never to tell
anybody anything. whatever about this, and to be
ever strictly obedient to all the "‘]a\vs, rules and
regulations” of the system, whether ¢“right or
wrong.”

The Apostle John tells us, «“Behold what
manner of tove the Father hath bestowed upon us
that we should be called the sons of God. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but we know that when

he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is.” (1 John iii. 1, 2.)

Does a child of God require to go to a Masonic
lodge for divine truth—to have his mental darkness
dispelled, and his helplessness and ignorance removed ?
Or does he need to pass through the sham jugglery of
Masonic initiation in order to receive the “new birth?”
The word of God declares that the Lord Jesus
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Christ is “the true light, which lighteth every man
that cometh jnto the world,” (John i, 9,); that he is
“the root and the offspring of David, and the bright
and morning star,” (Rev. xxii, 16,); and he himself
says; “I am the light of the world; he that follow-
eth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life.” (John viii. 12.) But Freemasonry
“carefully excludes” the Lord Jesus Christ from
the lodge and chapter, repudiates his mediatorship,
rejects his atonement, denies and disowns his gospel,
frowns upon his religion and his church, ignores
the Holy Spirit, and’ sets up for itself a spiritual
empire, a religious theocracy, at the head of which
it places the G. A. O. T. U.—the god of nature—and
from which the one ouly living and true God is
expelled by resolution; and by virtue of the silly
ceremonies of this religious system, it professes to
renew man’s nature and secure for him in the here-
after a happy immortality in “the Grand Lodge
above.”

[ If Freemasonry, then, according to its own
showing, be not the ANTICHRIST, it is impossible
to understand what antichrist means, and every man,
minister, or layman, deacon, or drunkard, class-
leader, or gambler, initiated into Masonry swears to
maintain and support this terrible antichrist for ever.

Freemasonry represents the “new birth” as

being accomplished in the lodge, and through pagan
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initiations. The Holy Scriptures teach that the
“new birth” is to be accomplished through the word
of God, and by the operations of the Holy Ghost.
Which ought to be believed, Freemasonry or God?
Which is to be obeyed, the law of Masonry or the
law of Christ?

The Lord Jesus Christ says:—

«Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

«Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
John iii. 3, 5. :

And again, 1 Peter i. 23:—

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth forever.”

How different this from the vain jugglery and
foolish ‘buffoonery of I'reemasonry!

Secondly :— Operative Masonry being the art
of building temporal edifices, free or speculative
Masonry professes to erect a spiritual temple in
the heart.

In the «“Manual of the Lodge,” p. 35, we
read :— :

“The speculative Mason is engaged in the con-
struction of a spiritual temple in his heart, pure and
spotless, fit for the dwelling place of Him who is
the author of purity; where God is to be wor-
shiped in spirit and in truth, and whence every
evil thought and unruly passion are to be banished,
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as the sinner and the Gentile were excluded from
the sanctuary of the Jewish temple.”

And again, in the “Symbolism of Freemasonry,”

by Mackey, p. 162:—

«The speculative Mason, then, if he rightly
comprehends the scope and design of his profession,
is occupied from his very first admission into the
order until the close of his labors and his life in the
construction, the adornment, and the completion of
this spiritual temple of his body.”

And again, in “The General Ahiman Rezon, or
Freemason’s Guide,” by D. Sickles, 33©, Sccretary
General of the Supreme Council Northern Jurisdic-
tion, p. ¥1:—

«Masons are called moral builders. In their
rituals they declare emphatically that a more noble
and glorious purpose than squaring stones and hew-
ing timbers is theirs—fitting immortal nature for

that spiritual building not made with hands eternal
in the heavens. The pyramids were mausoleums,
in which the bones of the mighty dead might repose
in imperial magnificence. Masons are erecting a
structure in which the God of Israel shall dwell
forever.”

This, then, is the one grand pretended object of
Freemasonry. ¢The Mason is supposed to be
engaged in the construction of a spiritual temple in
his heart pure and spotless.” And this spiritual
temple is to be constructed, adorned and completed
by himself alone, without any reference whatever to
the full and free salvation of Christ, the divine

influence of the Holy Spirit, or without the remot-
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est allusion to God’s plan of salvation, as revealed
in the Scriptures.

St. Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians,
speaks of them as follows:—

1 Cor. 3, 10:—

“Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build-
ing,” and the reason they were so is further
explained in Chapter i, 2, where he calls
them ¢the Church of God, which is at Corinth,
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus;” and
in Chapter iii. 11, he distinctly asserts that “other -
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which
is Jesus Christ,” and all belieyers in the Lord Jesus
Christ are living stones, built up by God’s Holy
Spirit—not by Masonry—into a “spiritual house, a
holy priesthood,” and they worship God in spirit
and in truth by offering “spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ.” See 1 Peter ii. 5.

This, and this only, is God’s appointed means;
but Freemasonry, as we have seen, has a different
plan. The Jew, the Mohammedan, the Chinese, the
Buddhist, the Parsee, the wild Arab, the American
savage, and the worshiper of deity under any and
every form, may and do harmoniously combine in
the Masonic work, according to Past Grand Master
Morris, of Kentucky, and each one of these pagans
and unbelievers is “engaged in the construction of

a spiritual temple in his heart, pure and spotless,
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where God is to be worshiped in spirit and in
truth;” and each one of them, before the close of
life, is supposed to have succeeded in constructing,
adorning and completing this temple. " Thisis sure-
ly more blasphemous and wicked, because couched
in language more calculated to deceive, than the
very worst and most abusive tirades against Christi-
anity of either Voltaire, Volney, Rousseau or Tom

Paine.

Third:—Freemasonry claims to enlighten the
understanding of every candidate, to purify his
evil nature, and to rescue him from the world.

Concerning the extraordinary eflicacy of the
Masonic religion in these respects, we read in the
“Manual of the Lodge,” by Dr. Mackey, p. 39,
alluding to the darkness produced by the hoodwink
worn at itiation :—

«Applied to Masonic symbolism, it (the dark-
ness) is intended to remind the candidate of his
ignorance, which Masonry is to enlighten; of his
evil nature, which Masonry is to purify; of the
world in whose obscurity he has been wandering,
and from which Masonry is to rescue him.”

And in the “Book of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,” by Charles
T. McClenachan, 33 ©, and “Past Grand Master
of Ceremonies, of the Supreme Council of the
Northern Jurisdiction of the United States,” is

contained a very extensive ritual or rubric for the
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administration of «“Masonic Baptism.” This rubtic
ordains that this extraordinary ceremony shall be
performed only in the first or Entered Apprentice
degree;that it is intended chiefly for infants; and it
prescribes, further, that the elements to be used in
administering this 7/Ze are water, oil, salt, lighted
candles, and god-fathers and god-mothers, precisely
as we find all these things in the baptismal service
of the Romish Church. From this Masonic ritual I
quote, on p. 576, as follows:—

«“Worshipful Master:—In the name, and under
the auspices of the Supreme Council of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors General of the thirty-third and last
degree, I proclaim these children to be purified by
Masonic baptism, and anointed with the oil of con-
secration to Masonic duty. Proclaim it along your
columns, brethren, Senior and Junior Wardens, and
charge all Free and Accepted Masons over the sur-
face of the two hemispheres to know and acknow-
ledge them as such.”

The Senior and Junior Wardens make the neces-
sary proclamation as ordered, and the ceremony of
baptising infants according to the formula prescribed
by the Masonic lodge is oyer. And now in view
of the strange doctrine thus strongly promulgated
by Masonic law, I would like to ask some
Masanic minister of the Protestant Evangelical
Christian church, what does he understand by Ma-
sonry purifying a man’s evil nature and by children
being purified by Masonic baptism?  Purified in

what way? Purified from what? Will some Bap-
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tist Masonic minister have the goodness to say
whether, or no, he believes this doctrine? And if
he does not believe it, then why did he swear to
«conform to, and abide by it,” and “ever maintain
and support it?” and, what is worse, why does he
still adhere toit? Or, if he does believe it, then
will he kindly inform us why should not Christian
baptism be as efficacious in purifying a little sinless
infant as Masonic baptism is? And, lastly, I would
like to know how a bishop or minister of the Re-
formed Episcopal Church can consistently reject the
doctrine of “infant regeneration” as held and taught
by the Church of England, while at the same time
he believes and swears to uphold and maintain the
doctrine of ¢justification by works” as held by Ma-
onry, and of infant regeneration by Masonic baptism ?
What reply can Bishop Fallows and his co-laborers
in church reform make to this inquiry? And what
a strange inconsistency that men who are very loud
in their protestations against the errors of Roman-
ism, as practiced in thechapel, should swear solemnly
to “maintain and support” the very selfsame errors
when practiced in a Masonic lodge; for on this
subject of the purification of man’s nature, Free-
masonry and Romanism again are similar.

In the Roman Catholic catechism, entitled
“Abridgement of Christian Doctrine,” p. 112, we

read :—

[
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Q:—What is Original Sin?

A:—1TIt is a privation of original justice, which
we inherit from our first parent Adam, being all by
course of nature conceived and born in .that priva-
tion, or in original sin.

9.—What are.the effects of original sin?

A.—Concupiscence, ignorance, evil inclination,
proneness to sin, sickness and death.

And again, in the “General Catechism,” p. 25:

2.—What other particular effects followed from
the sin of our first parents?.

A.—Our whole nature was corrupted by it; it
darkened our understanding, weakened our will, and
left in us a strong inclination for evil.

This is precisely the natural condition of man,
as set forth by the Masonic philosophy. And now
mark the infallible remedy prescribed by the
Church of Rome.

«Abridgment of Christian Doctrine,” p. 112:

9.—How is original sin removed?

A.—By holy baptism.

Again, in the “Catcc‘hism of the Council of
Trent,” p. 257:—

«Baptism is a sacrament, because it waskes
away all, particularly original sin; penance also
washes away a// sins of thought and deed com-

mitted after baptism; on the same principle, there-
fore, penance is a sacrament.”

And again, in the “Council of Trent,” Sess. 7,

Can. viii, we read:—
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«Whoever shall affirm that grace is not con-
ferred by these sacraments of the new law, by
virtuec of the act performed, but that faith in the
divine promise is all that is necessary to obtain
grace, LET HIM ACCURSED.”

From all this testimony, then, we learn two
things: 1st, that, according to Romish teaching,
sin, both original and actual, is forgiven, the naturc
purified, the understanding illuminated, the man
rescued from the captivity of the world, the flesh
and the devil, by means of baptism and other
sacramental ceremonials: and, 2nd, that this puri-
fication, enlightenment and liberty are secured simp-
ly by the mere performasice of those ceremonies.
According to the Romish system, a man is puri-
fied and made holy by the ceremonies of the
chapel; according to the Masonic system, he is
made pure and holy and spiritually intelligent by
the ceremonials of the lodge and by the pagan
jugglery of the Hiram ADiff tragedy. And yet
ministers and other professing Christians who
claim to be Protestants absolutely swear to con-
form to the end of life to one of the foulest doc-
trines of the idolatries of Rome.

In direct opposition to this wicked system of
demon or man worship, both of the Romish and
Masonic religions, the Holy Scriptures everywhere
declare that faith alone in the divine promises of
God through the Lord Fesus Christisall that is
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necessary to obtain all needed grace and secure
man’s salvation.
First:—Grace in the pardon of sin, asin Rom. iii. 24:

“Being justified freely by his grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

Second:—The grace of adoption, John i, 12:

“But as many as received him (Christ) to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name.”

Third:—The grace of the new birth, 1 John v. 1:

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ,
is born of God.”

Fourth:---The grace of the Holy Spirit, Gal. iii. 13,14:

«“Christ hath redeémed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us: for itis writ-
ten, cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
that the blessing of Abraham might come on the
Gentiles through Christ Jesus;that we might receive
the promise of the Spirit by faith.”

Fifth:---The grace of righteousness, Gen. xv. 6:

«“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him for righteousness.”

Sixth:---Grace to lead a holy hife, Titus ii. 11, 12:

“The grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live sober-
ly, righteous.y and godly in this present world.”

And the inspired Apostle distinctly affirms that
the Holy Scriptures are able to make the ¢“man of
God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works,” and “wise unto salvatior: through faith

which is in Christ Jesus.”
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All this being true, then, is it not positively
impious and wicked for Freemasonry to expel the
Lord Jesus Christ from every part of its religious
worship and, like the Romish Church, substitute for
faith in Christ its degrading and profane ceremo-
nies, and obedience to the obligations and precepts
of the order? And isit not equally impious- and
wicked for a professing Christian, and more especi-
ally for a Christian minister,’t6 swear to ever
“maintain and support” this unscriptural and anti-
scr'iptural doctrine?

Fourth:---Freemasonry claims, wunder certain

conditions, to free men from sin.

In the «“General Ahiman Rezon, or Free-
mason’s Guide,” by Daniel Sickles, Masonic Publish-
ing Company, New York, p. 70, and “Hand Book,”
p- 86, we read:---

“The Common Gavel is an instrument made
use of by Operative Masons to break off the rough
corners of stones, the better to fit them for the
builders’ use, but we as Free and Accepted Masons
are taught to make use of it for the more noble
and glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and
consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life,
thereby fitting us as living stones of that spiritual
building, that house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” -

Here it will be observed four things are very
plainly affirmed. First, that man by nature is
corrupt, his heart and conscience being full of «all
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the vices and superflties of life.” Second, that all
these vices and superfluities must be removed.
Third, that by removing or striking off all these
vices and superfluities one is fitted as a “ living stone
for that spiritual building, that house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens,” and Fourth, that we
as Speculative Masons, are taught to make use of
the common gavel for the more noble and glorious
purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of
all these vices and superfluities, or in other words,
man is sinful and corrupt by nature and by practice,
he must be cleansed and purified, and Masonry
alone, symbolized by the common gavel, is to effect
his regeneration.

But the religion of Freemasonry, its pretended
vicariousness and the great benefits to be derived
from affiliation with its infidel system of lodge wor-
ship is more distinctly asserted in the

“ Lexicon of Freemasonry,” by A.G. Mackey,
p. 16, under the word “AcAcran:”

“ Acacian—a term signifying a Mason who &y
living in strict obedience fo the obligations and
precepts of the fraternity is free from sin.’

It could not be possible to frame words so as
to express a simple proposition in any clearer or
plainer language than this. ¢« Strict obedience to the
obligations and precepts of the fraternity,” it is
guaranteed by Masonry will thoroughly ¢“free a
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man from sin.,” Now let us examine this grand
Masonic boast and see what comes of it. But let
me first premise that no man is born into Masonry,
all are initiated. Let us suppose then, the case of
two men who are Masons, one a rum-seller and the
other a minister or Methodist class-leader. The
rum-seller, we will assume has been concocting and
disposing of poisonous liquors, manufacturing drunk-
ards, and preparing men and women for satan’s
kingdom for twenty years before he becomes a
Mason. He is initiated, we will say when he is
forty years old, and for twenty years thereafter, he
lives in strict obedience to the obligations and pre-
cepts of the Masonic system, while at the same time
he sells a great deal more gin and rum during this
period, than he ever did before. Now, according to
Masonic teaching this rum-seller is “free from sin.”
But here a very important question presents itself.
Does Masonry free this rum-seller from the sins of
the forty years of his life before he became a Ma-
son, or does it simply free him from sin during his
Masonic life only. If while he is a Mason he lives
in strict obedience to the obligations and precepts
of Masonry, and is * made free from the sins com-
mitted during that period of his life alone,” how
does he get free from the sins he committed

during the forty years before he became a Mason?
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Let Freemasonry answer, or perhaps some Christian
Mason can do so?

And now how is it with the minister? He
too, we will suppoée, is made a Mason at the
age of forty, and lives twenty years a Mason,
strictly ~obeying all its precepts, and living
up to all its obligations and requirements, and of
course, like his brother, the rum-seller, he also is
made free from sin during all that time. During
the twenty years previous to his initiation, however,
he has been dispensing the Word of Life, preaching
the gospel to the best of his ability, and preparing
men for the kingdom of heaven. He was brought
into covenant relation with God through faith in
Christ, and therefore had his sins forgiven through
the blood of the atonement. But when he was
made a Mason he was brought into covenant
relation with Masonry, through the most horrible
and villianous obligations imaginable. In the minis-
ters’ case then, have the precepts and obli.gations
of Freemasonry taken the place of the blood of
Christ? And is strict obedience to these precepts
and obligations able to accomplish for him during
the last twenty years of ‘his Masonic life, what a
steadfast living faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ had affected during the previous twénty
years of his ministerial life and before he had be-
come a Mason? Obedience to Masonic obligations
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and precepts, as we have alrcady scen, necessarily
requires the “careful exclusion” of Christ, or any
allusion whatever to his name, or any reference to
the principles of his gospel from the whole Ma-
sonic system, and consequently the inference is un-
avoidable that in all the future Masonic life of the
Minister or Class-leader obedience to Masonic ob-
ligations must take the place of faith in Christ, and
consequently justification by works must supercede
and become a substitute for justification by faith.

This is precisely the doctrine promulgated by
the Church of Rome.

The Romish Church declares in Canon o,
Sess. 6, Council of Trent, as follows:— }

“ Whosoever shall athirm that the ungodly is
justified by faith only, so that it is to be under-
stood that nothing else is required to co-operate
therewith, in order to obtain justification, and that
it is on no account nccessary that ke showuld pre-
pare and dispose himself by the effort of his own

willy LET 11M BE AccUrsED.”  Also in Canon 11:—

“ Whosoever shall affirm that men are justi-
fied solely by the imputation of the righteousness
of Christ or by the remission of sin to the ex-
clusion of grace and charity which is shed abroad
in their hearts and inheres in them; or that the
grace by which we are justified is only the favor
of God, LET HIM BE ACCURSED.”

And again, Sess. %7, Canon 8, Council of Trent:-

“ Whosoever shall affirm that grace is not con-
ferred by the Sseven) sacraments of the New Law,
by virtue of the act performed (ex opere operata)
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but that faith in the divine promise is all that is
necessary to obtain grace, LET HIM BE ACCURSED.”

In opposition to this false pernicious doctrine both
of Freemasonry and Romanism the Word of God
distinctly affirms. Rom. iii. 24:—

“ Being justified freely by his grace, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”
Again in Gals. ii. 16.

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the.law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ
even, we have believed m Jesus Christ that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ and not by
the works of the law, for by the works of the law
shall no flesh be justified.”

And again in Titus iil. 3.

“Not by works of righteousness which we
have done but according to his mercy he saved us
by the washing of regencration and renewing of
the Holy Ghost, which is shed on us abundantly.
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.”

And again in Eph. ii. §, 9.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not
of works, lest any one should boast.”

Freemasonry asserts that by strictly obeying
the obligations and precepts of the fraternity we
are saved. The Word of God declares that ¢“by
grace we are saved through faith,” in the ILord
Jesus Christ.

Freemasonry and Romanism both declare that
what they term “good works” will save a man. The
Word of God declares, “not of works, lest any
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one should boast,” for “all our righteousness are
but filthy rags.” Eph. ii. §, 9. Isa 64, 6.
And again in I. John i. 4.

“If we walk in the light as he is in the light
we have fellowship one with another and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleaneth us from
ALL sin.”

The precious blood of the Son of God cleanses
from all sin—original and actual—present past, and
future—is the positive assertion of Divine Revel-
ation. ¢ Obedience to the obligations and precepts

2

of the fraternity ” will free from sin ” is the equally

positive declaration of Masonry.

Now both these cannot possibly be true and
" which therefore am I bound to believe? If the
boastful good works of the Masonic system and
the equally pretended good works of the Romish
system will free a man from sin and insure his
acceptance with God, then most assuredly the
gospel of God is a fable and faith in Christ is
vain.

But let us here enumerate a few of those pre-
cepts and obligations which as Mz{sons, we are
called upon to obey “right or wrong,” and by
living in strict obedience to which we are confi-
dently assured shall free us from sin.

“All scctarian tenets must be carefully ex-
cluded from the system.” Webb’s Monitor, p. 285.

“Prayer in Masonic lodges should be of a
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general character containing nothing offensive to
any class of concientious brethren. Ibid.

The Jew, the Mahomedan, the Parsee, the
Budhist, the Confucian, and the savage, would be
offended at the bare mention of Christ’s name in
any Masonic prayer, or religious ceremony, and in
order to please all these, and to render the religion
of Masonry universal his name niust be carefully
excluded, and lodge prayers must be of a general
character.

The word of God emphatically declares that
¢ there i1s one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus,” (Tim. ii. 5.) and
Freemasonry as emphatically affirms that that media-

tor must be rejected.
But again:
“ The religion of Masonry is pure theism.” ¢ Lexi-

con of Freemasonry,” p. 404:—

« A Christian Mason is not permitted to introduce
his own peculiar opinions with regard to
Christ’s mediatorial office into the lodge.”
“ Lexicon,” p. 404:—

“Right or wrong, your very existence as a Ma-
son hangs upon obedience to the powers im-
mediately set above you.” ¢ Webb’s Monitor,”

p- 196:— /
«If we would be Masons, we must yield private

udgment.”’ ¢ Traditions of Freemasonry,”
Jjuag Y>

p. 30.
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“Masons must be of that religion in which all men
agree.” “Manual of the Lodge,” p. 215.
“Always hail, ever conceal, and never reveal our
little senseless secrets.” «Iland Book,” p. 74.

“If your wife, or child, or friend, should ask
you anything about your initiation—as, for ins-
tance, if your clothes were taken off, if you were
blindfolded, if you had a rope round your neck,
etc., you must always emphatically deny every-
thing § you must conceal---hence, of course, you
must deliberately lic about it., It is part of
your obligation, nevertheless. | But you know
4f you live in strict obedience to your obli-
gation, you’ll be free from sin.’”

“Furthermore that I will obey all due signs and
summons.” “Hand Book,” p. 183.

“Whenever you see any of our signs made by a
brother Mason, and especially the grand Lail-
ing sign of distress, you must always be sure
to obey them, even at the risk of your life.
If youre on a jury, and the defendant is a
Mason, and makes the Grand Hailing sign,
you must obey it; you must disagree with your
brother jurors, if necessary, but you must be
very sure not to bring the Mason guilty, for
that would bring disgrace upon our order. It
may be perjury, to be sure, to do this, but then
you’re fulfilling your obligation, and you know
if you ‘live up to your obligations you’ll be
free from sin.””
“Furthermore, that I will keep the secrets of a
brother Master Mason as inviolable as my
own.” “Hand Book,” p. 183.

«You must conceal all the crimes of your brother
Mason, except murder and treason, and these
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only at your own option, and should you be
summoned asa witness against a brother Mason
be always sure to shield him. ' Prevaricate, don’t
tell the whole truth in this case, keep his secrets,
forget the most important points. | It may be
perjury to do this, it is true, but you’re keeping
your obligations, and remember if you *‘live up
to your obligation strictly, you’ll be free from
sin.’ ”

“Furthermore, that I will not cheat, wrong or de-
fraud a lodge of Master Masons or a brother
of this degree.” “Hand Book,” p. 184.

“«If you cheat, wrong or defraud any other
society or individual, it is entirely your own
business. If.you cheat the government even,
Masonry cannot and will not touch you, but be
very careful not to cheat, wrong or defraud a
brother Mason or a lodge, whoever else yvou
may defraud; live up to your obligation, and
you’ll be free from sin.”

“Furthermore, that I will notstrike a brother Master
Mason.” «Hand Book,” p. 184.

“Whether you quarrel with or strike other men
is none of our business, but your obligations
enjoin you not to strike a brother Master
Mason. It may be wicked and sinful, to be sure,’
to strike any man, or to quarrel with anybody,
but our rules make no provision except for the
protection of Masons only, and if you live in
strict obedience to your obligation, you'll be
free from sin.”

“Furthermore, thatI will not violate the chastity
of a Master’s wife, mother, sister or daughter,

knowing them to be such.” «Hand Book,”

p. 184.
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«This gives you full permission, my dear sir, to
do as you please outside of the Masonic order,
but you must always respect the female rela-
tives of Masons. Adultery is a great crime
under any circumstances, it is true; but so long
as you live in strict obedience to your Masonic
obligation, you’ll be free from sin.”

«Furthermore that I will not give the Grand
Masonic word, except. upon the five points
of fellowship, and then only in low breath.”

«Hand Book” p. 184.

“Whether you swear or take God’s name in
vain don’t matter so much. Of course the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, as you know,
don’t amount to anything, but A/ak-%ak-bone—
O, horror! You must never, on any account,
speak that awful name aloud. That would be
a most heinous crime—unmasonic—unpardon-
able. You are recommended, it is true, not to
take the name of God in vain, but to speak
of him with reverence;but then, you know, you
have solemnly sworn not to take Mah-hah-bone,
the mame of the great Masonic god, in vain,
and you must be very sure to keep your ob-
ligation, for he who lives in strict obedience to
his Masonic obligation is free from sin.”

And lastly:
“Binding myself under no less a penalty than that
of having my throat cut across and my -tongue
torn ont by its roots.” «Iand Book,” p. 74.

“When a brother reveals any of our great
secrets; whenever, for instance, he tells any-
thing about Boaz, or Tubalcain, or Jachin, or
that awful Mah-hah-bone, or even, whenever
a minister prays in the name of Christ in any
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of our assemblies, you must always hold your-
self in readiness, if called upon, to cut his
throat from ear to ear, pull out his tongue by
the roots, and bury his body at the bottom of
some lake or pond. Of course, all this
must be done in secret, as it was in the case
of that notorious man Morgan, for both law
and civilization are opposed to such barbarous
crimes, but then, you know you must live up
to your obligation, and so long as you have
sworn to do it,- by being very strict and
obedient in the matter, you’ll be free from

sin.”

These my son are a few of the precepts and
obligations of the Masonic institution, as we find
them scattered up and down through our various
monitors and in the ritual of the order, and all
that’s necessary to say, concerning them, is that if
the majority of Freemasons do not strictly live up
to them, it is because as men they are nobler and
better than the villainous system which they have
sworn to conform to and abide by, would make

them.
Fifth:—7%e Masonic philosophy affirms that

every member within the precincts of its lodges is

constantly in search of divine truth.
This preposterous claim on the part of Free-

masonry and this phase of its antichristian religion
perhaps more than any thing else serves to brand
this wicked system as the most brazen hypocrisy
and the most consumate (blasphemy that ever
cursed the earth,
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Remembering the unchangeable landmark on
the “exclusion of all sectarian tenets,” and the rejec-
tion of the name of Christ from all lodge prayers,
we shall be better able to understand, and more
fully to appreciate the true purport of the cunningly
devised fable set forth by Freemasonry in the fol-

lowing extracts.
In ¢« Mackey’s Manual of the Lodge,” p. 20,
I read:—

“Search of Z#utl, the great object of all Ma-
sonic labor.”

Again on p. 29:—
“The truth of God and the soul—the nature

and essence of both—which constitute the chief
design of all Masonic teachings.”

Again on p. 48:—

“The Mason living and working in the world
as his lodge, must seek fto raise himself out of it
to that eminence which surmounts it, where alone
he can find prviINE TRUTH.”

Again on p. 88:—

“The whole design of Freemasonry as a Specu-
lative science is the investigation of Divine Truth.
To this great object everything else is subsidiary.
The Mason is, from the moment of his initiation
as an Entered Apprentice, to the time at which he
recetves the full fruition of Masonic light, an
investigator—alaborer in the quarry and the temple—
whose reward is to be #frut/, and all the ceremo-
nies and traditions of the order tend to this ultimate
design. In Speculative Freemasonry there is an ad-
vancement from a lower to a higher state—from
darkness to light—from death to life—from error to
truth,’
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Again on p. 93:—

“Now what are the wages of a Speculative
Mason ?  Not money, nor wine, nor oil. All these
are but symbols. His wages are fruth.”

Again on p. 94:—

“ The Fellow Craft represents a man laboring
in the pursuit of fruth.” ;

In the “ Masonic Ritualist,” by A. G. Mackey,
M. D, I read:—

“ The keystone of a Mark Master is therefore
the symbol of a fraternal covenant among those who
are engaged in the common search after Divine
Truth.”

And again in the “Symbolism of Freemasonry,”
by Mackey, p. 166:—

« Every Speculative Mason is familiar with the
fact that the East, as the source of material light, is
a symbol of Zis own order which professes to con-
tain within its bosom the pure light of truth’

And now to cap, as it were, the very climax
of the unparalleled hypocrisy of this whole system,
we are furnished the following explanation of these
wicked pretensions.

In the “Manual of the I.odge,” by Mackey,
p- 93, and in the “ General Ahiman Rezon,” by
Sickles, p. 169, we read :—

«Jt is one of the most beautiful, but at the
same time one of the most abstruse doctrines of the
science of Masonic symbolism f¢kat the Mason is
ever to be in search of truth, BUT 1s NEVER TO
FIND IT.”|

What a strange picture this presents ! Ministers,
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du~cons and class-leaders, all represented as “search-
ing after truth in the labyrinthine forests of Ma-
sonic falsehood, but all doomed “never to find it.’

How accurately St. Paul discribes this stupend-
ous folly when in writing to Timothy he says. 2
Tim. iii. 1 §7:—

“This know also, that in the /es? days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, in-
continent, ficrce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God ; having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof, from such turr
away.”

And now mark the coincidence in verse 7 :—

« Bver learning and never able to come to a
Enowledge of the truth.’

And ; 3

Lastly :— Freemasonry claims to be the only
true religion now in the world, that Divine Truth
whick guides man in his pilgrimage of life, and
that which confers suck inestimable benefits on its
votaries that “nothing can be suggested more
whick the soul of man can require.’

In the “Symbolism of Freemasonry,” by Past
Grand Master Mackey, p. 148, we read:—

“ Freemasonry itself, anciently, received among
other appellatlons, that of Lux or Light to signify
that it i1s to be regarded as that SUBLIME DOCTRINE
OF DIVINE TRUTH, by which the path of him who
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has attained it is to be illuminated in his pilgrimage
of life.”

What more can be said of the Gospel of
Christ, than that it is “the sublime doctrine of
Divine Truth ?” And what higher claim can be
made for it than that «it illuminates our pathway
in life’s pilgrimage.”

And in the “ General History Cyclopedia and
Dictionary of Freemasonry,” by Macoy and Oliver,
p- 428, we read:—

“There is that latent in Freemasonry, which
makes it exactly the institution THAT 1S MOST
NEEDED in this age.”

And again in the ¢ General Ahiman Rezon or
Freemason’s Guide,” by Daniel Sickles, p. 196, it
is stated that:—

X “We now find man complete in morality and
intelligence, with the - stay of religion added to
ensure him of the protection of the Deity and guard
him against ever going astray. These three degrees
thus form a perfect and harmonious whole, nor can
it be conceived that anything can be suggested
more, which the soul of man requires.”

And in the “Book of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite,” by McClenachan, p. 575, we

read :—
¢ Onward ! and all earth shall aid us,
Ere our peaceful flag be furled,
Masonry at last shall conquer,
And its altar be the world.”

Hence, according to all this, the religion of

Masonry cannot possibly be excelled. It is the
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“Divine Truth” itself, it is that which is “exactly
most needed in this age,” it confers such inestima-
ble blessings and benefits that it is not possible to
conceive how the soul of man can require anything
more. And it is boastfully asserted that it shall go
on conquering, and to conquer until at last it shall
be the only religion in the world. And yét with
all this superlative greatness and goodness, and with
all these pretended advantages accruing from a
knowledge of its divine principles it requires every
one of its members, ministers and all, to take “a

most solemn and binding obligation,”

never to lisp
a single syllable concerning it, to father, mother, wife,
child, or friend, it positively refuses admission with-
in its sacred lodges to seventy-five or eighty per
cent. of the human family, and it absolutely requires
that every onc who is fortunate enough to secure
the right of initiation shall pay a large sum of
money before entering one of its lodges. Talk of
the arrogance, and the lying pretensions of Rome,
but if Romanism can outdo Freemasonry in the
impudence of its assumptions, in the falsehood of its
doctrines, and in the chicanery and cunning, mani.
fested in executing its vicious designs, then it must
be very wicked indeed.



CHAPTER V.

Masonry AND RowmaNism.— Private judgment.—
Their secrecy and despotism illustrated.—~-Ma-
sonry and the Bible.—Square and Compass.-—
“Book of the Law.”—Masonic covenant.—
The Bible not the Masonic rule of faith—
Only a Symbol.— Three great lights.— Three
lesser lights. — Masonic and Romish coincid-
ence. — Both false and unscriptural. — The
Worshipful Master and Poi)e both gods.—Ma-
sonry and Leo XII.

Mr. Barton:—In our investigation of the
Masonic philosophy thus far my dear Henry, we
have made at least, I think, one very important
discovery, namely: that ' as religious institutions,
there is a most remarkable coincidence between
Frecmasonry and Romanism.  We have found
that both systems are based upon lying traditions;
that both teach justification by works; that both
prescribe the same remedies for purifying man’s
evil nature; that both claim universality and a vast
antiquity; that both assert a divine originj that both
use altars and lighted candles in their religious
worship, and that both claim an unchangeable or
infallible perfection for all their decrees and land-

marks,
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But the similiarity between them is still more
clearly manifested in the fact that both religions,
positively and absolutely deny the right of private
judgment., Neither the Mason on the one hand,
nor the Catholic on the other, dare think and act for
himself in matters pertaining to cither system, and’in
this total subjugation of the will and judgment we
discover the real secret of that terrible power which
both Masonry and Romanism exercise over their
members_,\and by means of which the latter are
kept in such complete subjection and are made to
accept as truth all the wicked absurdities and the
stupendous mass of ridiculous fables found in the

traditionary teachings of both institutions.

In the creed of Pope Pius IV. article 2, we
read :—

“T also admit the Holy Scriptures aeccording
to that sense which our Holy Mother,the Church
kas held, and does hold, to which it belongs to
judge of the true scnse and interpretation of the
Scriptures, nor will I ever take and interpret them
otherwise than according to the unanimous consent
of the Fathers.”

In this article of the Romish creed, three things
are plainly set forth:—

First, that every Roman Catholic is bound to
admit the Seriptures, on/y in that sense in which

the church has held and does hold them.

Second, that 7one but the Roman Church can
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give the true sense and interpretation of the Scrip-
tures. And

Third, that no Roman Catholic must ever take
and interpret the Scriptures or any part of them
except only in that sense which the church pre-
scribes, 'and in which a score or more of Latin and
Greek theologists are supposed to have interpreted
‘hem some sixteen or seventeen hundred years ago.

Summing all this up in a few words then, it
simply means that no member of the Romish
Church can exercise his private judgment in matters
of faith, but must always submissively bow to the
will and judgment of his priest or bishop.

Just think of a railroad Irishman, an Italian
organ-grinder, a Spaniard, or a Portuguese, search-
ing the Sacred Scriptures in the light of the Greek
and Latin Fathers !

But Freemasonry imposes a like restriction, if
not a weightier, onc on every member sworn into
its infidel association.

Just as a Roman Catholic is bound to submit
to the will of his priest or superior in the church,
so a Free-mason is bound to submit to the will of
the Worshipful Master or his superior in the lodge,
and that even whether the Masonic decree be “right
or wrong.”

In the “Traditions of Freemasonry,” by Pier-

son, p. 30, we read:—
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“ We may not call in question the: propricty of
this organization,” i. e. the despotic character of
Masonry, “if we would be Masons WE MuUsT yield
private judgment.”

Or in other words, so far as his Masonic stand-
ing is concerned, no member of the fraternity is
allowed to exercise his own judgment, but must
submit to the decrees of the order, and believe
whatever the Masonic ritual teaches.

T S AL il

Again in “ Webb’s Monitor,” by Morris, p. 169,

we read:—

“ Right or wrong his (a member’s) very exist-
ence as .a Mason hangs upon obedience to the
powers immediately set above him. The one un-
pardonable crime in a Mason is contumacy or dis-
obedience.”

This is Masonic law, inflexible and unchange-
able, and beyond this no Mason dare go. Ile must
obey implicitly, whether he-likes it or not, and
whether the command given, or the statement made
be “right or wrong,” and like the Romanist, he
has no redress. He “must yield his private judg-
ment,” and allow another man, less moral and less
intelligent perhaps, to think and judge for him as
regards Masonry. And if he refuses to do so,
which is very seldom the case, he violates his obliga-
tion, and commits “the one unpardonable crime in
a Mason.”

In opposition to this wicked despotism, both of

the lodge and chapel, the Scriptures very plainly
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teach us that our Lord and his Apostles always
appealed to their hearers to exercise their own judg-
ment upon the doctrines addressed to them.

What does our Lord say ? Luke. x11, 57:———

“And why, even of yourselves, do you not
¢ ol dag 595
judge that which is right ?

What does St. Paul say ? I. Corsx. 15:—

“I speak, as to wise men, judge ye what I
”

say.
And again I. Thess. v. 21:—

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good.”

But apart from the coincidences which exist
between Freemasonry and Romanism in their mock
solemn ceremonies, and in their moral and doctrinal
features there is also a very close similiarity plainly
discernable in their construction, and in the vicious
principle of secrecy so peculiar to both systems. '
This perhaps can scarcely be better exemplified
than by reference to the diagram on the next
page.

In Figure 1, representing the Romish system,
are a number of concentric circles, with ¢ Our Most
Sovereign Lord God, the Pope” in the center. In
the outer circle is the Congregation, with the Priest
as center. In the next circle are the Priests, with
the Bishop as center. In the next are the Bishops,
with the Arch-Bishop as center. In the next are
the Arch-Bishops, with the Cardinal Arch Bishop
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as center. In the next circle are the Cardinal Arch-
Bishops, with the - Cardinal as center, and in the
inner circle are the Cardinals, with ¢ His Holiness,”
the Pope, in the center of all. .

Now, let it be remembered, that every man,
woman and child in the Congregation, or outer
circle, is bound under pain of eternal damnation to
obey the Priest implicitly and without questioning;
the Priests are bound under similar penalties to obey
the Bishop; the Bishops are in like manner bound
to obey the Arch-Bishop; the Arch-Bishops the
Cardinal Arch-Bishop; the Cardinal Arch-Bishops
the Cardinal; and all must implicitly obey the Pope.
He claims to Dbe infallible, and actually sits in the
temple of God “exalted above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped,” and “showing himself as if
he were God.” 2 Thess. ii. 4.

Then again, all these various grades of church
dignitaries are bound together by the most solemn
obligations of secrecy, so that what one tells the
other in the confessional, can never be revealed
under pain of the most fearful penalties, and even
should a Catholic priest be summoned as a witness
in a criminal prosecution, and although the prisoner
may have confessed to him all the particulars of
the crime ecommitted, yet he will positively refuse
to testify, or else deny all knowledge of the facts.
And should a husband and wife go to confession to
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the same priest, neither can tell the other what
both had previously whispered into the ear of that
strange man il the confessional. This is Rome.

And now let us look at Freemasonry.

In Figure 2, which represents the Masonic
system, we have the same number of concentric
circles as in the former case with the ¢ Most Puis-
sant Sovereign Grand Commander” in the center.
In the outer circle are the Master Masons, with the
Worshipful Master in the center; next are the
Worshipful Masters, with the Dcputy Grand Master
as center; then the Deputy Grand Masters, with the
Grand Master as center; and so on up to the
"« Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander,”
who occupies a position corresponding to that of
the Pope.

In Freemasonry also, every Master ‘Mason is
bound to_obey the behests of the Worshipful Mas-
ter, “ right or wrong,’ the Worshipful Masters are
equally bound to submit to and obey the Deputy
Grand Master; the Deputy Grand Masters are
bound likewise to obey the Grand Master, and thus
right through, up to the Most Puissant SOVEREIGN,
who sits at the very head of the Iloly Empire, and
holds a sway over his subjects, not a whit inferior
to that of the Pope, or the most despotic Monarch
on carth.

Then remember again, that the members of all
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these Masonic rings are likewise sworn to keep
one another’s secrets inviolable, to obey all Masonic
laws, “right or wrongs” to give one another due
and timely notice of all approaching danger, and to
obey one another’s signs and summons at any risk.

The Masonic husband has secrets in common
with the rum-seller, or perhaps with a gambler,
which he cannot and dare not communicate to his
wife, and he may, and very often has confidential
conferences with worthless characters, onec word of
which he must never lisp at home.

Both the lodge and the chapel are imperious,
arbitrary and despotic in the extreme, and neither
the laws of the church, the State, nor the family,
not even the plain positive commands of Scripture,
are permitted to interfere with, or obstruct the en-
forcement of their selfish enactments.

But perhaps the most striking coincjdence of
all, between Freemasonry and Romanism is, that
"both systems degrade, debase and reject the Bible. |

Henry —But my dear father, how can that be?
I know that Romanism is at war with the Bible,
and with our public school system, because, that in
our public schools the Bible is read, but I have
always supposed that Freemasonry paid the very
highest respect to the Bible, and in fact, that it was
an indispensible article in every lodge, and publicly

carried in every Masonic procession.
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Myr. Bartorn:—Yes, the Bible is an indispensi-
ble article in all American and English lodges, but
only as an article of furniture. There must be a
copy of the Bible on the altar, and so must there
be a hat on the Master’s head, and a sword in the
Tyler’s hand, and one is just as indispensible, and
as much thought of as the other. "The Bible is, a
piece of lodge furniture and no more.

On this point the Masonic ritual is explicit.

In the ¢ Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p.
49, we read:—

“The furniture of a lodge consists of a Holy
Bible, square and compass.”

And as for carrying the Bible in all our Ma-
sonic processions, that is simply done with the view
of blindfolding the Christian public, to the real
design of Freemasonry, and to advertise the pre-
tended goodness of the order. No my son, Free-
masonry and the Bible have nothing in common.

Don’t you remember that Masonic law which
states so plainly that « Masonry has nothing what-
cver to do with the Bible, that 7¢ 7s not founded on
the Dible, for if it was 7t wowuld not be Masonry,
it would be something else,” (Digest of Masonic
Law, p. 207 209.) and that “the moral law of Masonry
is the “/ex naturce, or law of nature.”

Ancient Masonry consisting of only three de-

grees, which is really the only legitimate Masonry
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in existance, is purely symbolic, and every Masonic

implement in the lodge room, the Bible included,

is but a mere symbol.

In the annexed fig-
ure you will notice
that the Square and
Compass are placed on

top of the Bible, as

we have them in the

»~ Entered  Apprentice
degree. Well, the Square is a symbol, the Com-
pass a symbol, and the Bible a symbol —nothing
more and nothing less.  But Masonry regards the
square and compass with far more veneration than
it does the Bible; for the latter is only a mere
local symbol, while the Square and Compass are
universal.  For instance, suppose we allow the
pretended claim of Masonry to wniversality, and
admit that there is a Masonic lodge in Constantin-
ople among the Turks; in Calcutta or Madras
among the Hindoos, in Pckin or Canton among
the Chinese; in Teheran among the Persians, in
Salt Lake City among the Mormons; «or even in
the camp of Sitting Bull among the American
savages, will any one be simple enough to believe
that in any of these places the Bible could be
found on the Masonic altar, even as an article of

furniture? Most assuredly not. The Koran, the
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Shasters, the Vedas, the Book of Confucius, the
book of Mormon, or a piece of birch .bark may
possibly be found, but certainly no Bible. The
Bible is the Magna Charta of heaven, the Christian’s
rule of faith, and consequently can form no part of
the “furniture” of a lodge of Masons in any of
the places or among any of the people just
mentioned. But the Square and Compass must al-
ways and everywhere be displayed on the Masonic
altar, and hence unquestionably Freemasonry re-
gards the Square and Compass with more respect
and reverence than it does the Bible. But hear
what Masonic law has to say on this subject.

In the “Text-Book of Masonic Jurisprudence,”

by A. G. Mackey, p. 33 we read:—

“Landmark xxi1:—It is a landmark that
a “Book of the Law” shall constitute an in-
dispensible part of the furniture of every lodge.
I say advisedly a “ Book of the Law” because if
is not absolutely required that cverywhere the Old
atd New Testament shall be used. The ¢ Book
of the Law ” is that volume which by the religion
of the country is believed to contain the revealed
will of the Grand Architect of the Universe. Hence
in all lodges in Christian countries the ¢“Book of
the Law” is composed of the Old and New
Testaments; in a country where Judaism was the
prevailing faith, the Old Testament alone would be
sufficient; and in Mahomedan countries and among
Mahomedan Masons, the Aoraz might be sub-
stituted.”

This is the universal and immutable law of

Masonry. This is one of the ¢ Landmarks” concern-
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ing which it is positively stated on page 16, (“Text-
Book of Masonic Jurisprudence.”) ¢ The landmarks
of the order, like the laws of the Medds and Per-

sians, can suffer no change.’

Here then we have the express declaration of
an infallible, because unchangeable decree, that the
Holy Bible, God’s revealed will to man, is no better
and no worse than the Koran, the Shasters, the Ve-
das, or the Book of Mormon, and that at best it is
in the lodge room but a mere piece of furniture.
“« The Book of the Law” is that volume which by
the religion of the country is believed to contain
the revealed will of the G. A.O. T. U.” is the plain,
emphatic teaching of Masonry, and one of the Bulls
of Leo XIII, might as well be this “book of the
law” as any other so far as Freemasonry is con-
cerned, and occupy the same position in the lodge
that the Bible does.

In order to accommodate the Masonic phildso-
phy, the Bible and the Koran must be placed on
the same level. One must be considered just as
good as the other. Masonry, like its twin sister
Romanism, unchanged and unchangeable, the same
everywhere, in Chicago, Constantinople, Calcutta,
Pekin, and Salt Lake City, insists upon it that every-
thing human and divine must give place to its land-
marks, laws and edicts. The laws of heaven must

be sct aside, God’s word must be debased, the Lord
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Jesus Christ must be rejected, the Holy Spirit must
be denied, repentance must be forbidden, heaven
must be defied and despised, but Freemasonry must
be honored and exalted. This is what the teaching
of Masonry amounts to, when it places the Holy
Scriptures on a common level with the philosophies
of paganism, the writings of Joe Smith, or with the
Square and Compass.

Henry :—DBut this is the Masonic law and usage
perhaps, in countries where some other than the
Christian is the prevailing religion. Now, is not the
Bible highly respected as such, by Masonry, in all
Christian countries, and is it not pointed out to the
candidate, at his initiation, as his rule of faith ?

Mr. Darton :—Freemasonry claims to be a
universal system, cosmopolitan in its mnature, and
with no special law for its government in one
country more than another, and hence I utterly
and positively deny that it shows. any respect what-
ever to the Holy Bible as the Word of God any-
where, or on any occasion. It has the Bible on its
altars in Christian countries and has it carried in all
its public parades it is true, but that is done that
Masonry may be honored and respected and not the
Bible. Who, for instance, carries the Bible in all
our Masonic processions ? Is he usually a man of
known piety ? or is he always even a moral and

good man ? * Did you ever see a church deacon or
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elder, or any other church officer or member bearing

along the Holy Bible in any of our public parades,

whether at a funeral or corner-stone laying? If you

have, I must say from long experience, and all can-

did Masons will bear me out in the assertion, that

it is the exception and not the rule. On all such

occasions the very worst and most rabid old infidel

in the lodge, or among the local brotherhood is the -
one generally chosen to be the bearer in public of
God’s Word.

But again as you see, from the Masonic em-
blem, on page 124, although the Bible is open
on the altar, yetthe Square and Compass must always
rest «pon it. Now why not reverse this order and
have the Bible rest #posn, and be above the Square
and Compass? Or why could not the Square and
Compass be placed before, or beside, or behind the
Bible ? Why is it always necessary that the Square
and Compass should be placed above the Bible ?
The reason for this is very plainly stated in the
Masonic law book, as follows:—

In «“ Webb’s Monitor;” by Morris, p. 240, we
read, under the word COVENANT i—

«“ The Covenant is irrevocable. Even though a
Mason may be suspended or expelled, though he
may withdraw from the lodge, journey into coun-
tries where Masons cannot be found or become a
subject of despotic governments that persecute, or a
communicant of bigoted churches that denounce
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Masonry, ke cannot cast off or nullify kis Ma-
sontcc overnant, NO LAW OF THE LAND CAN
AFFECT 1T. No anathema of the church can
weaken it. 1T 1S IRREVOCABLE.”

This is pure Masonic law, as inflexible as
granite, as unchangeable as the dccrees of fate.
The Masonic covenant must be considered above,
and be superior to every other covenant, human or
divine; the laws of Masonry must be placed above
every law; and hence the Square and Compass, the
pure universal symbols of the order, must always be
placed on top of the Bible, to signify that the coven-
ants of Masonry, its laws and requirements, must be
held as being paramount to, of more binding force,
and therefore more to be honored, respected and
obeyed, than all the laws and ordinances of God as
revealed in the Bible, and all the laws and covenants
of the realm, as recorded in the statute books of the
nation.

But again, the Holy Bible is not set forth by
Masonry as being man’s rule of faith in any honest
or true sense, and the teaching of its ritual on that
pointis simply a mockery. The Bible as we have
seen, occupies no higher position in the Masonic
philosophy than the Koran, the Shasters, or the
Vedas, and specaking of the Bible, therefore, in a
Masonic lodge, as a rule of faith under any circum-
stance, is the merest hypocrisy. Here in Chicago,
for instance, we have “Chicago Lodge, No. 437,”
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composed exclusively of Jews, and, I believe, reckon-
ing among their number some of the most bignoted,
the most bitter, and the most blaspheming against .
the name of Christ and Christianity of all the Jew-
ish population in this city. \Vel],rthey have the Holy
Bible (Old and New Testament) on the altar. Do
you think the Worshipful Master of that lodge
means anything by it, when he says, at the initia-
tion of a Jewish candidate, “the Holy Bible is given
to us as the rule and guide of our faith?” Or do
you suppose the candidate himself pays the slightest
attention to what is said? When a Roman Catho-
lic is initiated into Masonry, does he accept the Bible
as his rule of faith? Or when the Worshipful
Master calls his attention to it in the words of the
ritual, do you think he attaches any meaning to what
he says?

Why, a Catholic’s “rule of faith” is Scripture
and ‘{radition, and, therefore, to offer him the
Bible alone as a “rule of faith” would be a
positive insult to his belief, and in fact a direct
violation by Masonry itself of its own part of the
covenant, for the candidate is positively assured that
there is nothing in the Masonic system that can
conflict with his duty to God or to himself.

Suppose a Chinaman, or Japanese, or Mormon,
or Spiritualist, were initiated in any one of our
Chicago lodges, would the Holy Bible he his “rule
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of faith?” Most assuredly not. The Bible, there-
fore, on the Masonic altar, is a mere article of
furniture and no more, and the language of the
ritual in regard to it is a hollow mockery.

But the Square and Compass, being placed
above the Bible on the Masonic altar, have another
symbolic meaning. You will remember that the
«moral law of Masonry” is defined as the “/ex
nature, or law of nature,” and that this law, what-
ever itis,is the truec basis of Masonic philosophy.
The Mosaic decalogue is considered too “confined”
and too “limited” to express all the grand require-
ments of Masonic morality, and hence it must be
set aside and a more comprehensive and superior
code adopted, and one that will more fully corrcs-
pond-with the boundlt;ss( ?)universality of the system.
These two laws then—the lawhof God as revealed
in the Bible, and the ¢“law of nature,” represented
or symbolized by the Compass and Square—are
both displayed upon the Masonic altar. But as the
latter is considered by Masonry superior to the for-
mer, so the representative of the greater law is
always placed above the lesser, and hence the Square
and Compass must always be placed above the Bible
in all Masonic assemblies, and as these are but sym-

” so the Bible must be reck-

bols of the “law of nature,
oned only as a symbol of the law of God. On this

point the teaching of Masonry is clear and emphatic,
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In the “Lexicon of Freemasonry,” by Mackey,
p. 62, under the word BiBLE, we read:—

“The Bible is used among Masons as a sym-
bol of the will of God, however it may be ex-
pressed.”

But what is a ‘“symbol,” as explained in the
lodge philosophy? The definition of it is again
furnished by the Masonic text-book.

In the “Lexicon of Freemasonry,” by Mackey,
p- 466, we read :—

SymBoL.—A sensible image used to express
an occult but analogical signification.”

So then, according to the Masonic law, the
Bible on the Masonic altar is nothing more or less
than a mere “image” of God’s will, and this
“symbol” or “image” is of no more value than
the rusty Square or the iron Compass which are al-
ways laid upon it; the law of God of no more
value than the ¢“law of nature,” and the God of
the Bible as no better than the god of the heathen.

Lenry :—But, my dear father, at those public
expositions which I recently witnessed I noticed
that the Worshipful Master, after the hoodwink
was removed from the candidate’s eyes, called his
attention to the Holy Bible as it lay open on the
altar, What did the Master say at that time? And
what is the meaning of the ritual used in that
ceremony ?

Mr. Barton:—As you observed, the hood-



MASONRY AND THE BIBLE. 133

wink is removed by the Senior Deacon. The
Worshipful Master then approaches the candidate,
still kaeeling at the altar, and says to him:
“Brother Hunt,” (or whatever his name may be)
“5n being brought to light in Masonry, you behold
Lefore you the THIREE GREAT LIGHTS of Masonry,
17 the aid of the Zkree lesser lights. The THREE
creat Licuts of Masonry are the Holy DBible
Square and Compass.” (See figure, p. 124, “Hand
Book,” p. 77:—

Ilere you will notice that Freemasonry recog-
nizes three great lights, the Holy Bible, the Square,
and the Compass. The three are equally great;
there is no difference, according to the Masonics
ritual, between the degrees of greatness possessed
by either, and, so far as being Zig/ts, the Bible is
just as greaf as any one of the other two, and
receives the same degree of veneration and respect
from the lodge under the seal of the Masonic cov-
enant,

This I think places the Word of God very low
down indeed.

David says by the Holy Ghost: «Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
Psalm cxix.

The Son of God says: «“Sanctify them through
thy truth; thy word is truth.” John xvii.

The Holy Ghost says: “Every word of God is
pure,” Prov, xxx. 3.
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The Psalmist says: “Thou hast magnified thy
word above all thy name.” Psalm cxxxviil. 2.

But Freemasonry places “the Square and Com-
pass above God’s word,” and consequently considers
them equally worthy of being magnified above all
his namej; and, notwithstanding all this, as we have
already seen, it is asserted of Freemasonry that it is
the institution that is “cxactly most needed in this
age, and that it is not possible to conceive that any-
thing can be suggested more, which the soul of
man requires.” “Sickles’ Monitor,” p. 196.

And here again another marked coincidence
arises between Freemasonry and Romanism,

When the hoodwink is removed, the rite of
illumination performed, and the new birth accom-
plished, according to the Masonic philosophy, the
Worshipful Master directs the candidate’s attention
to the Masonic altar and its strange surround-
ings.

He says to him:—¢“Bro. Hunt, on being brought
to light in Masonry, you behold before you the
THREE GREAT LiGHTs of Masonry by ke aid of the
three lesser lights, The THREE GREAT LIGHTS of
Masonry are the Holy Bible, Square and Compass.
The three lesser lights are three burning tapers,
placed in a triangular form near the altar, represent-
ing the SUN, MOON, and MASTER OF THE LODGE.”

Now, what is the meaning of all this, and what
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lesson does Masonry purpose here to convey to the

candidate’s mind?

On being brought to light we see that his atten-
tion is directed to six objects, the Holy Bible,
Square and Compass on one side, and the “three burn-
ing tapers” onthe other. We also find that thesc three
burning tapers” represent the' «Sun, Moon, and
Master of the Lodge,” the three manifestations of
the Masonic god, and that ¢ke Holy Bible is beheld
only by the aid of these “lesser lights or in their
symbolic reflection alone, and hence Freemasonry
means to teach the candidate that, whoever or what-
ever has been his guide and counselor in the past, the
Masonic philosophy alone, “that sublime doctrine of
divine truth,” must lead and guide him in the future.
That hereafter he must receive the Bible only in that
sense in  which Masonry receives it, read it
with Masonic eyes, and understand it with Masonic
understanding. In a word, that for ever after he
must, as a Freemason, interpret the Scriptures on/y
according to that sense which Freemasonry may see
fit to sanction, or according to the inspiration of
the Master, or god of Masonry.

Now, compare this with the teaching of Rome.
In the article of the creed already quoted, Creed

of Pope Pius IV. article 2d, we read:

“I also admit the Holy Seriptures, according
to that sense which our Holy Mother, the Church,
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has held, and does hold, to which it belongs, to
judge of the true sense and interpretation of the
Scriptures,and neither will I ever take and inter-
pret them otherwise than according to the unanimous
consent of the Fathers.”

That is, the Roman Catholic promises and de-
clares that he will “admit the Holy Scriptures,”
not according to his own judgment exercised upon
them, but simply as the church admits them, and
that he will never try to interpret them at all, nor
any partof them, except “according to the unanimous
consent of the Fathers.” The Romanist promises to
read the Scriptures through the eyes of
the church represented by the priest, and to
understand them only with his understanding.
The Masonic minister, or professing Protestant
Christian, solemnly swears that he will be obedient
to all the laws of the Master Mason’s degree, and
hence that he will read the Holy Scriptures only
through the eyes of Masonry, represented by the
Worshipful Master, that he will understand them
only with his understanding, and that, come what
may, the landmarks of the order must never be
infringed upon or changed. :

How wonderfully consistent aman can act when
once he has taken the Masonic obligations, and has
experienced the Masonic new birth!

But again, the Worshipful Master, still address-
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ing the candidate kneeling at the altar, goes on to
Ay
See «“Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 30.
“Hand Book of Freemasonry,” p. 77:— -

“The Holy Bible is given to us as the rule
and guide of our faith, the Square to square our
actions, and the Compass to circumscribe our de-
sires and passions within due bounds toward all
mankind, and more especially toward our brother
Masons.”

And this portion of the ritual is clearly and
authoritatively explained by Past Grand Master
and Past General Grand High Priest, A. G, Mackey,
as follows:—

In the «“Manual of the Lodge,” p. 30, he states
that:—

“«The Bible is the light which enlightens the
path of our duty to God; the Squarc that which
enlightens the path of our duty to our fellow-men;
and the Compass that which enlightens the path
of our duty to ourselves.”

Here then we find that the plain, positive
teaching of Freemasonry‘ is, that the Holy Bible
enlightens, the Square enlightens and the Compass
enlightens. The Masonic initiate is taught to
learn from the Bible, from the Square and from
the Compass, and his mind is directed to all three
in the same breath, each one being of equal im-
portance. Now, if the Holy Bible were sufficient
for man’s instruction and enlightenment, of course

no necessity could arise for the symbolic light re-
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flected from the Square and Compass; but because
in the wisdom of Masonry it is nothing but a
mere “symbol” or “image” of God’s will, just as
the .Square and Compass are symbols of the will
of the god of nature, so the law of the latter is
placed on an equality with, if not actually above the
former.

In all the Mass-houses of Popery the Bible is
supplanted by the Mass-book and the Missal, while
in all Masonic lodges the Bible is degraded below
the Square and Compass. In all the Roman Catholic
chapels throughout the world you will find tub-
fulls of %oly water, boxes of holy oil, whole forests
of candles, thousands of beads, millions of shrines,
charms, agnes deii, holy bones, images and crosses,
but no Bible,, The word of God is displaced, and
the senseless rites, customs and symbols of pagan
Rome are substituted in its stead, while in all
Masonic lodges, even in professedly Christian
countries, the Holy Bible 1s also virtually ignored,
and the “law of nature” and the false traditions of
heathen philosophers are presented to the candidate
for his future guidance and instruction.

And yet for all this, men professing Christianity,
and claiming even to be Protestant ministers, will
gehera]ly say what they know to be positively false,
in order to support this villainous system, and

be the most vehement in denouncing any one
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who dare separate himself from, and expose it.
Could human perversity be better exemplified,
or is it possible that such inconsistency has ever
before been manifested in the history of the world?
I firmly believe that in the manufacture of Free-
masonry, Satan has even outdone himself.

In direct opposition to the false and pernicious
teaching, both of the Masonic lodge and the Romish
chapel, we have the clear emphatic declaration of
God’s word. 2

St. Paul says, 2 Tim. iii. 15-17:—

“From a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

«All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.’

But again, the Masonic ritual says:—
«Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 49.

“Hand Book of Freemasonry,” p. 93.

“The Holy Bible is dedicated to God, the
Square to the Master, and the Compass to the
Craft.”

Now, what is meant by this? We have seen
that, as a Great Light, the Holy Bible is only a
mere symbol of the law of God, while the Square
and Compass are equally Great Lights, and symbols
of the “law of nature,” which is the moral law of

Masonry. These three symbols then, the Bible, the
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Square, and the Compass, are dedicated to the deities
to which they_respectively refer. That is,the Bible
is dedicated to the true God, the Square to the
“god of nature,” who governs nature, and the Com-
pass to Masonry in general, or “the Craft”” But
we see that the «“Square is dedicated to the Master,”
and hence the Master is the representative or per-
sonification of the “god of nature,” or the Sun in
the East governing the Craft, and the Craft itself,
or Masonry is the thing governed; and therefore it
unquestionably follows that the true God, the Wor-
shipful Master, and the Craft, or in other words,
that God, Baal, or the Sungod and Masonry, are
placed on the same level.

This is the same as Romanism conferring in-
fallibility on the Pope and making him God and
the vicar of Christ. But Jesus Christ alone is
equal with the Father, and therefore both Mason-
ry and Romanism dethrone Christ and substitute
the Master and the Pope in their respective re-
ligious systems. And this is further confirmed by
the fact that in Masonry an obligation taken on
the Bible alone would be worthless; to render it
binding the candidate’s hands must rest on the
Square and Compass.

And, lastly, the Masonic system itself does not
claim that its principal tenets and requirements are
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contained in the Holy Scriptures. Hear what the
Ritual says on this point.

«Hand Book of Freemasonry,” p. 175.

As the candidate is led into the lodge in the
Master Mason’s degree he is met by the Senior
Deacon, who places both points of the Compass
to his naked left and right breasts, and thus addresses
him :—

“Bro. Hunt, upon your first admission into a
lodge of Master Masons it becomes my duty to re-
ceive you upon both points of the Compass ex-
tending from your naked left to right breasts, the
moral ot which is to teach you that, as the most
vital parts of man are contained within the breasts,
so are the most excellent tenets of our institution
contained within both points of the Compass, which
are Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.”

And again, after taking the obligation, p. 186:—

“You are never to lose sight of the moral and
Masonic application of this highly useful and valu-
able instrument, (the Compass,) whick teackes
Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.”

So, then, according to the Masonic ritual itself,
the very keystone, as it were, of the whole fabric—
the “three most pl‘ecibuS jewels” of a Master Mason,
supposed to be Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly

Love—are not derived by Masonry from the Bible,

but from the pagan emblem of the Compass alone.
Freemasonry places the Authorized Version of

the Scriptures on the same equality with the «“/ex

nature, or law of nature,” Now, let us hear what
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Romanism has to say in regard to the same Bible.

In the Encyclical letter of Leo XII., dated at
Rome, at St. Mary Majors, the 3d day of May, 1824,
the following preamble occurs:——

“You are aware, venerable brethren, that a cer-
tain society, called the Aible Society, strolls with
effrontery throughout the world, which society, con-
temning the Traditions of the IHoly Fathers, and
contrary to the well-known decree of the Council
of Trent, labors with all its might, and by every
means, to translate, or rather to pervert, the Holy
Scriptures into the vulgar language of every nation;
from which proceeding it is greatly to be feared that
what is ascertained to have happéned, as to some
passages, may also occur with regard to others; to
wit: That by a perverse interpretation the gospel
of Christ be turned into a human gospel, or what
is still worse, the gospel of the devil.”

Hence, according to Pope Leo XII., after whom
the present Pope is named, the very Bible which
is insulted on the Masonic altar contains not the
revelation of God, but simply the “gospel of the
devil,” while Freemasonry steps boldly to the
front exclaiming: “Quite correct, Most IToly Father!
Quite correct! My Square and Compass are every
way equal to, if not superior to the Authorized Ver-
sion of the Bible, and will “enlig/hter”’ mankind
quite as well. Go on, my dear sir! Go on, Bro. Leo,
and issue your Bulls and Encyclicals against the
‘Bible with all the rancor of which your old heart
is capable, and T’ll keep right on in my peculiarly

aggressive course, degrading and debasing God’s
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Word below my pagan emblems, and teaching my
people that it is no better than the Koran, the Shas-
ters, or the Book of Mormon. Go on, Mr. Pope!
Make all the Roman Catholics you can, and I’ll
guarantee to manufacture quite’ as many infidels
from among the Protestants, and 'between us, 1
think, we shall be able to neutralize the great work
of the Reformation, and perhaps destroy Christianity
altogether. ;

Now hear the words of the Son of God, John
V. 39— .

«Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think

ye have eternal life, and THEY ARE THEY WHICH
TESTIFY OF ME.”

Again, in Matt. xxii. 29:—

“Jesus answered and suaid unto them, YE DO ERR,
NOT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES, nor the power of
God.”

But Romanism emphatically declares that we err
if we do krow the Scriptures; while Freemasons, in the
display of a spirit not a whit better than that of the
most bigoted Roman Catholic, can use no milder ex-

> when referring to a

pression than “perjured villam,’

seceding Mason who strictly follows the teachings of

the Scriptures by renouncing that“wicked imposture.”
Hear again what Peter says, 2 Peter i. 19:

«We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye dowell that ye take heed, as unto alight
that shinech in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day-star arise in your hearts,”



CHAPTER VL

MAsONRY AND Romanism.—The confessional.—
Conflict of authority.—Masonic prayers.——Mas-
ter opening the lodge.—The G. A. O. T. U.—
Master closing the lodge.—Masonry idolatrous
worship.—Master praying for candidate.—Ma-
sonic confession of faith.—Prayer at Hiram’s
grave.—Romish  prayers.—Inconsistency of
Protestant ministers.—Masonry and Roman-
ism condemned by God’s Word.

Henry :—My dear father, I know not whether
I feel more pleasure or astonishment at the terrible
revelation you have already made to me of the
Masonic philosophy. I am certainly well pleased
that I had the good sense to consult you in re-
gard to my intention of becoming a Mason, but
from the facts you have presented and the evi-
dence adduced to show the absolute wickedness
and the innate corruption of the thing, I am both
pained and astonished that any Protestant Christian,
and more especially that any Protestant Minister,
could be found in this enlightened age who would
even countenance, much less swear to “support and
maintain” such a miserable imposture.

But there is one feature of the system which
in all probability I would have never thought of,

%
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and one which is doubtless but very little undér-
stood. I mean the great similarity between itself
and Romanism. I had always thought that the
Church of Rome was ever an uncompromising
enemy to Freemasonry, and yet you show that
both systems are almost identical. Please explain
how this happens.

Mr. Barton:—It is true, my dear Henry, that
the Church of Rome is fiercely opposed to all
secret societies outside of her own communion, and
more especially to the Masonic, but her opposition
to the latter arises not because of the antichristian
and infidel doctrines of Freemasonry, for the re-
ligion of Rome is equally false and unscriptural.
Neither ‘has the antagonism between the two
systems arisen because of the principle of secrecy,
for Romanism is as much of a secret combination
as Freemasonry is, if not more so. = We know
that the Jesuits, the_Jansenists, the Carmelites, the
Paulists and the various other orders of monks and
ecclesiastics within the Romish church, not counting
such organizations as the “Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians,” are all of them as much secret institutions
as the Masonic fraternity, and hence the opposition
to Masonry by the Church of Rome cannot have
originated on the simple ground of secrecy alone.
" From the fact that the two are rival institutions, both

being so much alike one would be almost led to
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suspect that'perhaps jealousy has something to do
with the conflict between them, and that Roman-
ism is opposed to Masonry on the principle ex-
pressed in the old adage that “two of a trade can
never agree;” but the real cause of their opposition
to one another is the confessional.

That is the great machinery by means of which
the Romish Church carries out all her plans and
purposes. Every member of that stupendous system
must visit his priest in the confessional at least once
a year, and hence, in 1738—twenty-one years after
the birth of Grand Lodge Masonry-—because the
Freemasons of France and Germany rebelled against
the power of the confessional, and utterly refused
to submit to the infliction of priestly penances,
Pope Clement VIII. issued his famous bu// against
the institution, and from that time on the chapel
and the lodge have been opposed to each other.

" But the contention between them is not for
truth and punty, but for power and supremacy. | It
is a mere conflict of authority and nothing more.
The Pope, or Sovereign Pontiff, is the Pontiex
Maximus, or the Jupiter of pagan Rome, and repre-
sents the god of Romanism, while the Worshipful
Master is the personification of Hiram Abiff, or
Osiris, or Baal, which was the name of Jupiter in
Egypt and Pheonicia, whence the Masonic philoso-

phy has come, and is the representative of the god
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of Masonry. But as every worshipper of the Rom-
ism god must reveal or coufess to the priest, who
alone is to be the custodian of all secrets, while
every worshipper of the Masonic god must conceal
and never reveal, but must himself be the keeper
of all secrets, and is therefore exalted above the
priest, both ‘systems cannot harmonize, and hence
the bitter antagonism which arose between them in
1738.

"But notwithstanding this apparently wide gulf
thus separating these two terrible powers of des-
potism and falsehood for the preserit, yet, should an
emergency ever arise when it would become ne-
cessary for men to array themselves on the side of
rlghteousness and to defend the pure principles of
gospel truth and the full freedom of an open
Bible, untrammelled either by Jesuit cunning or
. lodge duplicity, it is very greatly to be feared that,
forgetting their petty differences for the time being,
both Romanism and Freemasonry would make
common cause and stand shoulder to shoulder, the
very embodimeut of the works of darkness. 'We
have every reason to thank God, however, for their
present attitude towards each other, as two such
terrible systems united would be well-nigh irresist-
ible.

But, aside from their hostility because of

the confessional, there is scarcely another doctrine
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or dogma in the whole theology of Rome
which has not its exact counterpart in the
religious philosophy of Freemasonry; and ex-
amining both systems in the light of God’s Word,
and witnessing the evil effects of their teachings in
those communities where either is in the ascendency,
and noting their direct opposition to the spirit and
genius of the gospel of Christ, it is almost im-
possible to say which is the most corrupt and
wicked. Romanism, it is true, acknowledges the
Lord Jesus ‘Christ as the Only Begotten Son of
God and the Saviour of the World, but then it
constitutes the Pope the vicar of Christ—infallible—
and therefore equal with God himself in one of
his greatest attributes; while the Virgin Mary is
represented as the Queen of heaven—immaculate—
the most powerful advocate the sinner can have;
and her love and compassion and her ability and
willingness to save are so magnified and extolled,
that the love of Christ and salvation through his
blood alone fade almost to insignificance.

Freemasonry, on the other hand, casts out the
name of Jesus Christ altogether, and will not recog-

nize him at all in any of its prayers or other acts
of religious worship, ‘while at the same time it
exalts a Tyrian brass-finisher, a rude pagan mechanic,
a priest of Bacchus, named Hiram Abiff, to the

position of a god, magnifies his pretended virtues,
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extols his character, lauds his pagan piety and sup-
posed fortitude, sings songs of praise to his name,
substitutes this heathen deity for Christ, and
offers freedom from sin and salvation in the “Grand
Lodge above,” through the mythical legend of his
death and burial in the place of pardon for -sin
through the blood of. Christ, and salvation through
his name in the Heaven of God and of his saints.

In Romanism, prayers are offered to a multi-
tude of deified men and women, canonized by the
rescripts of Popes and the decrees of councils, and
who are constituted so many mediators between God
and man. In Freemasonry, prayers are offered to a
myth, to a supposititious being called the “god of
nature,” the «G. A. O. T. U.,” and it recognizes no
mediator whatever.

In continuing our investigation, then,of the Ma-
sonic philosophy, we shall notice at the proper time
this further coincidence of the purely antichristian
character of both systems, but shall first examine
the religious worship, or the devotional exercises of
the lodge, and thus have a practical illustration of
those landmarks, rules, and edicts, which declare so
positively that «all sectarian tenets must be carefully |
excluded;” that all Masonic prayers must be of a
“general character, and must contain nothing offen-
sive to tpe conscientious scruples” of a Jew peddler,

or a pagan idolater, and that the only recognized
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law of Masonry must be the “/ex nature, or law
of nature,” as anything else would be too “confined”
and “limited.”

We have already seen. the distinctness with
which it is stated that “no lodge can be regularly

opened or closed without religious services of some
sort.”

Let us now observe how this law is put in
practice, and how rigidly the Masonic landmark in
regard to lodge -worship must be enforced and
obeyed. And, first, to begin with the opening
prayers.

In the “Freemason’s Guide,” by D. Sickles, 33°,

p- 22, we read:—

“The lodge should always be opened and closed
with prayer,” And on the same page the following
prayer is given:—

“Most holy and glorious Lord God, the Great
Avrchitect of the Universe, the Giver of all good
gifts and graces! Thou hast promised that ‘where
two or three are gathered together in thy name,
thou wilt be in their midst and bless them.” In thy
name we have assembled, and in thy name we
desire to proceed in all our doings. Grant that the
sublime principles of Freemasonry may so subdue
every discordant passion within us, so harmonizc
and enrich our hearts with thine own love and good-
ness, that the lodge at this time may humbly reflect
that ovder and beauty which reign forever before thy
throne. Amen.”

R

Response by the brethren, “So mote it be.”

6) (See also “Hand Book of Freemasonry,” pp. 25-
26.
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Concerning this prayer, as well as those that
“follow, we read in the “Manual of the Lodge,” by
Mackey, p. 13:—

«This prayer, although offered by the Master, is
to be participated in by every brother, and at its
conclusion the audible response of ‘Amen. So mote
it be,” should be made by all present.”

/4

Religious Services in Opening the Lodge.

The above figure represents thc lodge as it
is being opened with Masonic prayer. The
Worshipful Master stands in the East, immediately
under the letter «G,” the symbol of the G and
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Geometrician of the Universe, or the god of Ma-
sonry, hat in hand, repeating either the foregoing,
or one of the following so-called prayers, with the
brethren standing before him.

Here are the good and the bad mixed in together.
The Jew, the Chinaman, the Turk, the Materialist,
and the Methodist—the rum:seller, the gambler,
the profane swearer, and the minister of the gospel,
all standing round the same altar, all engaged in
the same common act of religious worship, all im-
ploring the same blessings from the same deity, and
at the close of the prayer all unanimously responding
with equal reverence, and in the same breath, “So
mote it be.” But to whom is this prayer addressed?
And what god can it be possible for Masonry to
recognize under such circumstances?

The prayer as we see, is offered to the «“Great
Architect of the Universe,” the «G. A.O. T.U,” but
who is this «G. A. O. T. U.?” And what attributes
does he possess? It cannot pbssibly mean the God
of Heaven, because he ¢at sundry times, and in
divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers
by the prophets,” and gave man even a written law
in which he has fully revealed both his zame and
will, but he has never styled himself an Architect.
God also manifested himself on earth clothed as a
man—¢“the Word made flesh”—tn the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ, “who is the brightness of the
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Father’s glory, and the express image of his person,”
but our Blessed Lord never called his Father an Archi-
tect, nor is he ever called by any such name in any part
of the Bible. An Architect is a man who furnishes
plz;ns for, and superintends the erection of a building
made from material already prepared; but God
created of nothing the heavens and the earth, and
all the host of them, and hence he cannot be a mere
Acrchitect, and it would be a direct insult to call him
such a nick-name. ’

The meaning of the expression, however, in
the Masonic prayer is, that nature made itself; that
there is some undefinable, unintelligible, unrecog-
nizable power, or principle, or thing in nature,
which produces of and by itself the vast results
and mighty changes we daily witness around us,
causing the variety of the seasons in their annual
course, during which nature, as it were, dies and is
buried in winter, and is again re-animated and resur-
rected in the summer. Or the constant succession of
day and night, when, during one part of the twenty-
four hours, the sun or sun-god, or light-giving
principle, is alive, and light is triumphant, and then
again the sun is dead, and darkness and gloom pre-
vail. Life succeeded by death, figuratively represented
by the life of nature in summer, and its death in
winter, and by the life and triumph of the sun or

sun-god by day, and his death by night, was the
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mythical basis of all the philosophies of paganism,
and is the foundation of that celebrated legend of
Hiram, in the third degree, as we shall find here-
after—where the death of the candidate represents
the death of light, or truth, or nature, and then
again his subsequent 1'ésur1'ection, the final triumph
of day over night, of light over darkness, and of
truth, or -Masonry, represented by the letter «G,”
over the falsehood of creeds and sects. This is the
Masonic idea, and it is this principle in nature, this
incomprehensible something, this philosophic natural
myth, which is addressed in the lodge asthe «G. A.
O T. U,” and to whom all Masonic worship is, and
must be offered; for, as a matter of course, the
worship of the true God through the Lord Jesus
Christ would be too ¢sectarian,” “confined,” and
“limited” to suit the pretended universality of Ma-
sonry. But how a minister or professing Christian
can associate night after night with these lodge men,
and join in this idolatrous worship, sanctioning the
total rejection of Christ, approving of the prayers
offered, encouraging by his example his brother
Masons to continue in their present irreligious state,
and confirming them in their opposition to the very
gospel of which he himself professes to be a preacher;
I say, how a minister can do this, and at the same
time be a Christian, and Jove the Lord Jesus Christ

in sincerity, is one of the greatest mysteries, or else
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one of the greatest inconsistencies of modern times.
Again, on page 23:—
“ANOTHER PRAYER which may be used at
opening:”

“Great. Architect of the Universe! In thy
name we have assembled, and in thy name we de-
sire to proceed in all our doings. Grand &c., &c., to
the end, as before. Amen.”

Response by the brethren: “«So mote it be.”
Again, from “Manual of the Lodge,” by A.G.
Mackey, p. 15:—
“PRAYER AT OPENING.”

“Most holy and glorious Lord God the Great
Architect of the Universe, the Giver of all good
gifts and graces! Thou hast promised that where
two or three are gathered together in thy name,
thou wilt be in the midst of them, and bless them.
In thy name we assemble, most humbly besceching
thee to bless us in all our undertakings, that we
may know and serve thee aright, and that all our
actions may tend to thy glory, and to our advance-
ment in knowledge and virtue. And we bescech
thee, O Lord God, to bless our present assembling,
and to illuminate our minds, that we may walk in
the light of thy countenance, and when the trials of
our probationary state are over, be admitted into
THE TEMPLE not made with hands, eternal in the
Heavens. Amen.”

Response by the brethren, ¢“So mote it be.”
From «Webb’s Monitor,” by Dr. Robert Morris,
P. G. M., &c., of Kentucky, p. 11:—
“PRAYER AT OPENING.

“Supreme source of all wisdom, truth and love,
look graciously down upon thy people here assem-
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bled, to pursue the peaceful avocations of Masonry,
and grant us at this time a double portion of thy
grace, that we may give higher honor to thy holy
name, and more lovingly aid each other through
the journey of life. Impress upon our hearts the
shortness of life, the nearness of death, and the
vastness of the work we are summoned here to do;
that with freedom, fervency, and zeal, we may
serve thee, with brotherly love,relief and truth we may
honor thee, and so at last be found fitted as living
stones for the House not made with hauds eternal in
the Heavens. Amen.”

“So mote it be.”

And again, from the “New Masonic Trestle
Board” by C. W. Moore, published by authority of
the National Masonic Conyention, held at Baltimore,
1843, p. 13—

“Great Architect of the Universe! In thy name

we have assembled, &c., as before. Amen. So
mote it be.”

ANOTHER.

“Supreme Ruler of the Universe! We would
reverently invoke thy blessing at this time. Wilt
thou be pleased to grant that this meeting, thus be-
gun in order, may be conducted in peace, and closed
“in harmony. Amen.” ¢So mote it be.”

This last prayer is that which was alway:
used by J. H. Dixon, while he was -Worshipful
Master of Keystone Lodge, No. 639, in this city, in
1872, and when I was Senior Warden of the
lodge.

From the “Freemasons’ Monitor,” by Z. A.
Davis; edition of 1843, p. 141:—
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«May the favor of Heaven be upon this our
happy meeting. May it be begun, carried on and
ended with order, harmony and brotherly love.
Amen.”

The foregoing are the “religious services” used
at the opening of all Masonic lodges in the United
States; and now let us glance at the prayers to be
used at closing.

:‘Gcneral Ahiman Rezon or Freemason’s Guide,”

by Sickles, 33 ©, p. 25:
«Supreme Architect of the Universe, accept our
humble thanks for the many mercies and blessings
which thy bounty has conferred on-us, and especially
for this friendly and social intercourse. Pardon, we
beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us
since we have been together, and continue to us thy
presence, protection and blessing. Make us sensible
of the renewed obligations we are under to love
thee, and as we are about to separate and return
to our respective places of abode, wilt thou be
pleased so toinfluence our hearts and minds that
we may, cach one of us, practice out of the lodge
those great moral duties which are inculcated in it,
and with reverence, study and obey the laws which
thou hast given us in thy Holy Word. Amen.”

“So mote it be.”
«Manual of the Lodge,” by A. G. Mackey,
Past Grand Master; Past Grand High Priest, &c.,

page 15:

“Supreme Architect of the Universe, accept our
humble praises for the many mercies and blessings
which thy bounty has conferred on us, and especially
for this friendly and social intercourse. Pardon, we
beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us
since we have been together, and continue to us thy
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presence, protection and blessing. Make us sensible
of the renewed obligatio_ns we are under to loye
thee supremely, and to be friendly to each other.
May all our irregular passions bc subdued, and may
we daily increase in Faith, Hope and Charity, but
more especially in that charity which is the bond
of peace and the perfection of every virtue. May
we so practice thy precepts, that we may finally
obtain thy promises, and find an entrance through
the gates into the temple and city of our God.
Amen.” .

«So mote it be.”

Also “New Masonic Trestle Board,” by C. W.
Moore, p. 13:—

«“Supreme Grand Master! Ruler of Heaven and
earth! Now, that we are about to separate. and
return. to our respective places of abode, wilt thou
be pleascd so to influence our hearts and minds that
we may, cach one of us, practice out of the lodge
those great moral duties which are inculcated in it,

and with reverence study and obey the laws thou
hast given as in thy Holy Word. Amen.”

“So mote it be.”

Evel;y religious assembly, or church meeting, is
usually dismissed with a benediction, and as “the
meeting of a Masonic lodge s strictly a religious cere-
mony,” hence, of course, that must be closed with a
benediction in like manner.

The following form is therefore prescribed in
all the manuals, being always pronounced by the
Worshipful Master, and none else is permitted.

«Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 16:—

«“May the blessing of Ieaven rest upon us and
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all regular Masons! May brotherly love prevail,
and every moral and social virtue cement us. Amen.”

«So mote it be.”

The above figure represents the lodge asit is
elosed with prayer and the benediction by the Wor-
shipful Master, according to anecient usage. But
suppose he should be a rum-seller, or irreligious, or
a profane swearer, or even a scoffer at religion and
religious matters, (and all such men are Masters of
lodges, five times out of seven,) and that some of the

lodge members present were professing Christians—
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one or two deacons, a Sunday-school superintend-
ent, and a couple of class-leaders—how very spiritual
end edifying such prayers and benedictions must
appear, and what a wholesome influence Freemasonry
must necessarily exert in the community under these
circumstances! 'But regard all these prayers and
this whole lodge worship in any light you please,
and they are simply and only an abomination, and
a blasphemy throughout. Supposc it be denied that
these prayers are addressed to the “god of nature,”
but that the «G. A. O. T. U.” means the true God—
the God of the Bible—the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, then what? Our blessed Lord
himself expressly declares in John xiv. 6:—

«I am the way, the truth and the Zg'fe,"NO
MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY ME.”

Now, if the Son of God has uttered these words,
and if they are the truth, as He declares they are,
and that He is the only “way” to the Father, then
most undeniably"the Masonic prayers, by asserting
a contrary doctrine, and presuming to reach God by
a "different way, are a falsehood, an insult to Jesus
Cbrist, and an abomination in the sight of Heaven.,

And again, in John v. 22, 23:—

“The Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son, that ALL MEN
SHOULD HONOR THE SON, evex as they honor the
Father. HE THAT HONORETH NOT THE SON,
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HONORETH NOT THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT
HIM.”
~3

“If this declaration be the truth of God, and
that ALL. MEN, A/asons and non-Masons, are com-
manded to honor the Lord Jesus Christ by their
faith, their prayers, their worship, their love, and
their obediance, then most undeniably the Masonic
philosophy is the antichrist, and every man who
participates in lodge worship is guilty of a gross
violation of God’s law when he treats the name of
Christ with the centempt implied in the foregoing
prayers. And again, if by not honoring Christ,
the Father himself is dishonored, then it is as plain
as the sun-light, that all Masonic prayers are a dis-
honor and a direct insult-to the true God, and that
the religious services of Ireemasonry are of the
rankest idolatry,

In John iv, 24, it is written:—

“God is a spirit, and they that worship him
muet worship him in spirit and 22z fruth.”

And again in Matt. xvii, 5, and Luke ix, 34, 35:—

“ While he yet spake, behold a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and behold a voice out of the
cloud which said, thlS is my beloved Son in-whom
I am well pleased hear ye Him.

Now, even admitting that the « G. A. O. T. U.”
of Masonry means the true God, and that the names
“God” and “Lord” mentioned in the Masonic ritual,
allude to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, surely it cannot be claimed, even then, that

-
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lodge worship is a worship offered to God, “in
trath.”  Almighty God expressly commands to ear
his Son, but Freemasonry as positively commands,
that that Son shall not, and must not be heard in
any lodge or chapter of the order, and therefore,
unquestionably every Masonic prayer is an abomina-
tion in the sight of God and all who engage in such
worship approach Him with a lie on their lips.
Again in John xiv, 13,,we read:—

“Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father ix My
NAME that will I do, that the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my
name I will do it.”

And again, John xvi, 23, 24:—

“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye
shall ask the Father 1N My NaME, he will give it
to you, Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my
name. Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full.”

Is it not very evident then, from these express
declarations of God’s Word that all our prayers
should be addressed to the Father through Chris¢
alone “that the Father may be glorified in the
Son?” And consequently if the ¢ Great Architect
of the Universe” in the Masonic prayers means
the true God, then these prayers are positively and
absolutely a blasphemy, while if that expression
does not mean the true God, then, without any
question, the worship of the Masonic lodge is «
wicked idolatry,  Take whichever horn of: the
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dilemma you plcase,rif the Bible be the Word of
God and diyine truth, Freemasonry is and must be
demon worship. y
But not oﬁly are solemn religious exercises pe>r-
formed at the opening and closing of all Masonic
lodges, but every candidate in like manner must
be Masonically prayed for at his initiation, and
hence the form given below, like the closing bene-
diction, is to be found in all the monitors and text-
books, and is pronounced by the Master only, no
other prayer being allowed. When the candidate
is led into the lodge and the #ite of induction is
performed, he is conducted by the Senior
Deacon towards the center of the room and
“caused to kneel for the bencfit of prayer.,” (See
“Hand Book” p. 64.) Tke Worshipful Master than
rises to his feet, gives three raps with his gavel,
calling up the entire lodge, and repeats, for the
special benefit of the kneeling neophyte, the follow-
ing so-called prayer, from which of course, the
name of Christ must be carefully excluded:
“Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p. 22.

“Hand Book of Freemasonry,” p. 64.

“Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention, and grant
that this candidate for Masonry may so detlicate
and devote his life to thy service that he may be-
come a true and faithful brother among us. En-
duc him with a competency of thy divine wisdom,
‘that by the secrets of our art’ he may be better en-
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abled to display the beauties of godliness t¢ /he
honor of thy holy name. Amen. So mote it pe.”

‘Worshipful Master praying for the Minister at initiation.

The above figure represents the candidate
kneeling on the floor of the lodge, stripped
of his clothing, dressed in an old pair of lodge
drawers, blindfolded and with a rope round his neck,
the Senior Deacon standing behind him and the
\Vorsﬁipful Master in the East as before, under
the symbol of the “G. A. O. T. U.” repeating over
him this Christless prayer. "The Master of the
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lodge perhaps is a gambler, a rumseller, a dancing-
master or profanc swearer, while the poor, denuded,
kneeling candidate is the Rev. Dr. James Hunt,
or some other minister or professing Christian.
What a low, degrading position, surely, for any
man to place himself in, and more especially for
one who professes to be the spiritual guide of
others!'.; What a demoralizing effect his conduct on
such an occasion must have on those around him,
and what a fearful spectacle for all good men and
angels, that he not only becomes a participant in
such a wicked mockery of God, but that he actu-
ally returns to this same temple of Baal on a sub-
sequent night and of his own free will and ac-
cord solemnly swears that he will ¢“conform
to, abide by and maintain and support” this fear-
ful lodge idolatry for cver! .

But there is yet something still more wicked
to follow, if, indeed, anything can exceed this in
wickedness. On being inducted into the religious
philosophy of the “god of nature,” as in joining the
church of Christ, one must make a confession of
faith, and here, while knecling in the lodge room, is
the proper time to make that confession.

After tne Master repeats his Masonic prayer
he resumes his hat, and approaching the kneeling,

blindfolded candidate, places his right. hand upon
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his head and demands in aloud voice, “in whom do

ou put your trust?”
y {

Candidate making Confession of Masonic Faith.

The annexed engraving represents the candidate
in this terrible situation, with the Master’s hand
upon his head. All eyes'are upon him. He is sur-
rounded by men, most of whom, perhaps, he has
never even -heard of, and of whose characters he

absolutely knows nothing. The good and the bad,
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the deacon and the drunkard, the rough and the
refined, are standing around® him; and j’surely if the
professing Christian, or Christian minister, ever had
an opportunity and a most suitable one to confess
Christ before men, this kneeling candidate has it now; [
and yet were he to do so in reply to the Master’s
question and adhere to that confession, he could not
be initiated into Masonry any more than a woman
or a blind man could. And as he kneels on the
lodge room floor, should he reply “my trustis in
the Lord Jesus Christ,” or “my trust is in God,
through Cnrist,” the Master will still repeat his
question, and so continue to do until Christ’s name
is dropped from the confession, and the general
answer given “in God.” And, further, should a
minister or class-leader be Worshipful Master, and
the name of Christ be- confessed by a candidate, he
must refuse to recognize it; he must adhere to the
ancient usage, recognizing only the god of Masonry.
Under these circumstances it is almost difficult to
say which dishonors the God of the Bible most—the
minister or Masonry,

As if in utter condemnation of this very act of
gross infidelity on the partof his professed followers,
our blessed Lord himself dcclares, Matt. xii. 8:

{ “Whosoever, therefore, shall coufess me before

men, him will I confess also before my Father which
is in Heaven. DBut whosoever shall deny me before
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men, him will T also deny before my Father which
is in Heaven.” :

And St. Paul,-in Phil. ii. 2, distinctly asserts
that:—

«“Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

But, in addition to the foregoing prayers, the
following is also used in all Masonic lodges in this
country, though omitted in Canada. '

In the concluding portion of the legend of the
third degree, the candidate, personating Hiram Abiff,

lies on the lodge floor, wound up in a canvass, sham-
ming death. The Master and brethren surround his
pretended dead body, and make two ineffectual efforts
to raise it, but fail each time by reason of its sup-
posed decomposition. The Master then, pretending
to be in great distress, demands, “brethren, what
shall we do?” The Senior Warden suggests, “let
us pray;” the Master then adds, “brethren, let us
pray;” and they all kneel on one knee,in mock
solemnity around the s/Zam dead body of the candi-
date—minister or mock auctioneer—and the Master

reads or rcpeats the following so-called prayer.

- «Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey:

Thou, O God!knowest our down-sitting and our
uprising, and understandest our thoughts afar off.
Shield and defend us from the evil intentions of our
enemies, and support us under the trials and afflictions
we are destined to endure while traveling through this
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vale oftears. Man that is born of a woman is of few
days and full of trouble. He cometh forth as a flower,
and is cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and con-
tinueth not. Seeing his days are determined, the num-
ber of his months are with thee;thou hast appointed
bis bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him that he
may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For thereis
hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again,and that the tender branch thercof will not cease.
But man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up
the ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from
the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man
lieth down, and riseth not up till the heavens shall be
no more. Yet, O Lord! have compassion on the
children of thy creation, administer them comfort in
time of trouble, and save them with an everlasting
salvation. Amen.

Response—“So mote it be.”

Prayer at the grave of Hiram, personated by the candidate.

The annexed engraving represents the candidate

—minister, or dancing master—as he plays the part
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of dead Hiram in the'lodge room, the brethren and
Master kneeling around his supposed dead body, and
the latter reading the above, so-called prayer.

Now suppose that God should say to this candi-
date, thus enacting such a deceptive mockery, as he
once said to that avaricious planter, ¢“thou fool, this
moment shall thy life be required of thee,” and so
make him dead in reality, what would be the fear-
ful consequence of his guilty conduct? And if he
believes at all in the teaching of God’s Word) how
is it possible that a minister, or professing Christian,
can retire from such a scene as this, and, kneeling
in his closet, return thanks to God, through Christ,
for the privilege afforded him of engaging in such
a grossly, wicked abomination, and acting and per-

sonating such a lie?

3

And now, having thus briefly examined the
prayérs of the lodge and Masonic worship, and
having seen it practically demonstrated that Free-
masonry, if not antichristian, is nothing at all, let
us now take a hurried glance at the prayers of
the chapel and Romish worship, and see which is
the most anti-scriptural and infidel, and who is the
most consistent, an Irish Catholic or an American

dlvine.

Like the manuals and monitors of Masonry,
all the devotional books of Romanism are sub-
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stantially the same, but here I shall use the latest
publication. '

In the “Ursuline Manual,” recommended by
«John, Cardinal McCloskey,” and published in New
York by Thos. Kelly, 17 Barclay St., I read on p.
24 as follows :—

aHail, Queen Mother of mercy! Our life, our
sweetness and our hope, hail! Exiles, children of
Eve, we cry to thee; to thee we sigh, mourning
and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn, gracious
advocate, turn thou upon us the eyes of thy tender
mercy ; and after this our exile ended, show unto
us Jesus, the blessed fruit of thy womb, O gentle, O
tender, O sweet Virgin Mary. Make me worthy to
praise thee, holy Virgin. Give me strength against
thine enemies.”

Again, on p. 60—“LiTANY OF THE BLESSED
ViIrGIN:”

“We fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of
God; despise not our petitions in our necessities, but
deliver us from all dangers, O ever glorious and
blessed Virgin.”

And again, on p. 66:

«Remember, Mary, tenderest hearted Virgin,
how from of old the ear hath never heard that /e
who ran to thee for refuge, implored thy help
and sought thy praycrs was forsaken of God.
Virgin of virgins, Mother, emboldened by this con-
fidence, 7 fly to thee, to thee I come,and in thy pre-
sence I, a weeping sinner, stand. Mother of the
Word Incarnate, O cast not away my prayer, but in
thy pity hear and answer. Amen.”

Now compare these prayers with the prayers of
Masonry and say which contains the most idolatry,
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and which dishonors the Lord Jesus Christ the
most? 5
The Romish priest prays to Mary, and “stands

before her a weeping sinner,”

imploring her aid as
the mother of Christ, while the Protestant minister,
as the Masonic sinner, repudiates the name of
Christ altogether, and addresses his worship to the

“ood of nature.’

And again, from the “Christian’s Pious Address

to Jesus, Mary and Joseph:”

«“Most adomable Jesus, most admirable Mary,
most amiable Joseph; ‘wonderful trinity of three
persons, the most holy that ever have been or eyer
shall be in this world, prostrate at your feet in
union of all the humlhtv and devotion of heaven and
carth, I hail, honor and love you in every way in
my power.”

Here you will observe that Jesus, Mary and
Joseph are mentioned in the same breath, and re-
ceive equal “honor and love” from the Roman

Catholic worshiper. :
Now compare this with the following from the
Masonic ritual and manual.
At the opening of every lodge the Worshipful

Master proclaims:

«Accordingly, in the name of God and the
Holy Saints John, I declare —— Lodge No.
open in form on the third degree of Masonry” (or
first or second, as the case may be.) “Hand Book,”

R¥ 895
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In the «“Manual of the Lodge,” by Mackey, p.
13, we read i —

“The lodge is then declared, in the name of
God and the Holy Saints John, to be opened in
due form on the first, second or third degree of
Masonry, as the case may be. A lodge is said to
be opened in the name of God and the Holy Saints
John, as a declaration of tke sacred and religioxs
purposes of our meeting,” &c.

Now if it is sinful and idolatrous’for a Roman
Catholic to put Jesus, Mary and Joseph on the
same level, speaking of them with equal rever-
ence, is it not just as sinful and idolatrous, to say
the least of it,for a Freemason to place God and
the Saints John on the same, level and mention
their names with the same degree of respect and
with equal pious regard? Or how in this instance
is Romanism wrong and Freemasonry right?

In direct opposition to all this wicked infidelity,
and as if to specially condemun these idolatrous prac-
tices, both of the lodge and chapel, our blessed
Lord himself declares, in John x. 1, g:—

“Vc1ily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth
not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a tkief and a robber. 1
am the door; by me, if any man enter in, he shall be
saved.”

And again, John xv. 23:—

“«He that hateth me, hateth my Father also.”

And 1 Johnii. 23:—

“Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not
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the Father; but he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath
the Fatheralso.”

And again, St. Paul says, r Tim. ii. 5:—

“There is one God and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

And again, in Tsaiah «lii. 8:

“I am the Lord; that is my name: and my glory
will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images.”

And again, in Chap. xlviii. 11:

«For mine own sake, even for mine own sake will
I do it: for how should my name be polluted? And
I will not give my glory to another.’

So, also, in 2 John, verse g:

«Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the
do trine of Christ hath not God. He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
and the Son.”

But how can it be claimed that Romanism ¢abid-
eth in the doctrine of Christ,” when the man-made
laws and decrees of that church place the Virgin Mary
above and before Christ? And, on the other hand, how
can it be asserted with any degree of truth that a
man can ¢“abide in the doctrine of Christ,” and still
be a Freemason, when Freemasonry rejects the me-
diatorship of Christ altogether? Or, in this instance,
which is the most erroneous and Christ-dishonoring
system—Romanism or Freemasonry?



CHAPTER VII

MasoNrRY MUTILATES THE BiBLE.—Credibility of
Masonic witnesses.—Christ’s name expunged
from the Scriptures.—Inconsistency of Masonic
ministers.—Mutilation of the Bible expressly,
forbidden.-—Masonic morality a caricature.—
A trinity of thieves.—Worship of the Virgin
Mary.—Rome mutilates the Bible.—Which is

most to be condemned, a Catholic priest or

a Masonic minister?

@) oo W, Considering what has
{ been already advanced
against the Masonic
d institution,- one might
Wl think it scarcely possi-
il ble to add anything

more, or to adduce any
further proof to show that, as a religious philosophy,
it is a base, unscrupulous fabrication, and that in
principle and practice it is diametrically opposed to
Christianity. And yet we have still stronger evidence
on this point. We have seen that its only moral
code is the “law of nature,” and the only god of
its religion and worship the «G. A. O. T. U.” We
have found that it considers the Bible as no better

than the Koran, nor as good as its Square and Com-
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pass, and that it places as much reliance, if not more,
in the pretended revelations of paganism as in the
Word of God. We have learned that its gavels and
mallets are said to purify the heart, that its hood-
winks, cable-tows, and clownish buffoon ceremonies
accomplish the “new birth,” and that obedience to
obligations and precepts, requiring a man to lie at
every turn, will free one from sin, and to crown all,
we have seen that it ignores and rejects the Lord
Jesus Christ, « ca:‘éfully excluding ” his name from
every prayer and religious ceremony of its pagan
ritual. All this, one might suppose, ought to be
enough to condemn any system to lasting infamy at
least in the estimation of the Christian public, but
Freemasonry commits one more act of sacriligious
vandalism, which for the wickedness of its concep-
tion and the bare-faced impiety of its execution casts
all its other works of damning darkness completely
in the shade. It blackballs Christ, and admits the
Jew, the pagan, the rum-seller, the profane and the
gambler, but it manifests its antipathy to Christianity in
astill more marked and positive manner, by £rowingly,
designedly and wickedly expunging His name cven
Jrom the Bible itself. Not satisfied with excluding
Him from all its religious worship, it absolutely steals
His name from His own Word. And the ministers
and church members of its connection not only ap-
prove of this willful degradation of the Lord Jesus
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Christ, but they actually swear to “matntain and
support it,” and exert what influence they can to foist
the blasphemous philosophy of Freemasonry upon
the community for divine truth.
The Church of Christ is usually represented, in
the Bible, under the figure of a temple, of which
"Christ himself is both the foundation and living
head.

St. Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, says:—
“Ye are God’s building.”
And again, in Ephesians ii. 20, 21:

““And are builf upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner-stone, in whom all the bulldmg, fitly
framed together, groweth unto an holy femple i in the
Lord.”

Freemasonry, as a counterfeit of the Church of
Christ, refers in like manner to the symbolism of a
temple which it pretends every Mason is erecting in
his heart, pure and spotless, but of which, neverthe-
less, corrupt human nature is the only foundation.
And in order to sustain this pretension at any risk,
and to establish by some means the erroneous delu-
sion that man can save himself and offer so-called
spiritual sacrifices on his own merits alone, it has
transferred into its ritual, and always uses in its
degree work, what purports to be a portion of the
Second Chapter of St. Peter’s First General Epistle,
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from the first to the seventeenth verses inclusive, but
from which, of course, in “strict obedience” to Mason-
ic law, and in perfect harmony with an “ancient land-
mark,” it knowingly and willfully expunges the namc
of Christ, and thus quotes the Scriptures as Satan
quoted them about 1goo years ago. And yet the
rulers and teachers of the craft, those who hold the
reins of power in the institution, and whose edicts
we are sworn to obey “right or wrong,” cunningly
attempt to cover up this transparent swindle by
pretending that the Scripture passages incorrectly
quoted in the earlier Masonic publications have in
the later editions been “set right and corrected.”
This charge will be fully sustained by the following
extracts copied from the “Advertisement” and
“Preface” to the last edition of «Webb’s Monitor,”
by Past Grand Master Morris, of Kentucky, and
published by Past Grand Orator, J. C. W. Bailey, of
Chicago, in 18%2.

“To the Masonic Fraternity everywhere:—

“Dear Brethren—The preface to this Masonic
Monitor attributes the origin of its compilation to
Robert Morris, LL. D., who prepared it for John
Sherer, of Cincinnati, and also sets forth its authenti-
city and its accuracy as a Masonic Monitor, as left
to us by the original author, Thomas Smith Webb;
the compiler having merely correcfed the punctua-
tion and the Scripture passages incorrectly quoted.
* % % #* % For these reasons I ask the continued
patronage of this excellent work, whose cost I have



MASONRY MUTILATES THE BIBLE. 179

reduced so that every Master Mason may purchase
one for . lis special_use.” % % % & -k %k ko %
Yours fraternally,
Jounx C. W. Ba1Lgy.

And Robert Morris, the compiler above alluded
to by Bailey, asserts in his preface to this work, in
relation to Webb’s original publication,(“Freemason’s
Monitor,” p. 6:)

“In this edition,” he says, “the phraseology of
that of 1816 and subsequent issues has been fol-
lowed, correcting typographical errors and improv-
ing the punctuation. A few Scripture passages
incorrectly guoted have been set right,” &c.

From these extracts, then, it will be observed
that R. W. Bro. John C. W. Bailey, and P. G.
M. Bro. Robert Morris, LL. D.; both affirm in
language that cannot be mistaken that the “Scrip-
ture passages incorrectly quoted” by Thomas Smith
Webb, the original author, “in the earlier editions
of his work, and eépecially in that of 1816,” have in
this edition, published by Bailey, “been set right”
and “corrected.”

Let us now compare these two editions, that
of 1816 and 1872, with one another, and with the
Bible, and see what reliance can be placed on the
pledged word of both these eminent Masons, one of
them a deacon in one of our Chicago churches, and
the other the Past Grand Master of a Grand Lodge,
and a celebrated Masonic lecturer,

I shall place the Scripture passages as found in
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both editions in juxtaposition, so that the truth or
falsehood of our Right Worshipful and Most Wor-

shipful teachers may be seen at a glance:—

From the ‘““Freemason’s Monitor,”’
by Thomas Smith Webb; Cush-
ing and Appleton, Salem, 1816,

6:—

p- 7

“Charge to be read at opening
the lodge:""—

‘“Wherefore, brethren, lay aside
all malice, and guile, and hypoc-
risies, and envies, and all evil
speakings.”

“If so be, ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, to whom,
coming as wunto a living stone,
disallowed, indeed, of men, but
chosen of God, and precious;
ye, also, as living stones be ye built
up a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up sacrifices accept-
able to God.”’

From the “Frdemason’s Monitor,”
by Thomas Smith Webb; com-
piled by Robert Morris, LL. D.:
john C.” W. Bailey, Chicago, 1872,
p. 73—

“Charge to be read at opening the
odge:”—

‘“Wherefore, brethren, lay aside
all malice, and guile, and ¥1ypoc-
crisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings.”’

“If so be, ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious, to whom
coming as unto a living stone dis-
allowed, indeed, of “men, but
chosen of God, and precious;
e, also, as living stones are
uilt up a spiritual house, an
holy riesthood, to offer up
s iait’x’x sacrifices acceptable to
od.

Now, by reference to these passages, it will be
noticed at once that they are substantially the same,
and that the false quotations of Webb’s earlier edition
have neither been “set right,” nor “corrected,” but
are precisely as he garbled them from the Bible in
1816, and, of course, precisely as they must remain
until lodges and chapters of Freemasonry shall be
nomore. And by further comparing what is here
purported to be a ¢“correct’” Scripture quotation
with the text in the Bible itself, it will also be
found that one whole passage—verse 2d—is entirely.

omitted, and that from verse 5 the name of Jesus
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Christ is knowingly and designedly expunged. And
yet Deacon Bailey and Dr. Morris have the wicked
audacity to palm off this clumsy cheat upon their poor
blindfolded dupes as “divine truth,” while Masonic
ministers and those “good men” to whom allusion
is so frequently made, smilingly look on with
marks of solemn approval from behind their little
white aprons, and {fraternally, join hands with the
rest of their fellow-conspirators in carrying out the
base deception.

In 1 Peter ii. 5, the Masonic Monitor kas it:
“to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God;”
while in the Scriptures it is “to offer up spiritual

sacrifices acceptable to God, By JEsus CHR1sT.”
Again: From the “Freemason’s Monitor,”’
From the ‘Freemason’s Moni- by Thomas Smith Webb; com-
tor,” Dby Thomas Smith Webb, piled by Robert Morris, LL.

Salem, 1816, p. 232:— D., 1. C. W. Bailey, Chicago, 1572,
“The following passage of p. 102:

Scripture 1s  read at  open- “The following passage of
ng:— Scripture is read at the open-
2 Thessalonians, iii. 6 to r7;:— ing:

“Now, we command you, “Now we command you,

brethren, that ye  withdraw brethren, that ye withdraw your-
yourselves from every brother selves from every brother that
that walketh disorderly, and not walketh disorderly, and not after
after the tradition which ye re- thé tradition which ye received

. ”
ceived of us.” of us.
Faradiay Verse 12:—

: “Now them that are such we
“Now, them that are such, we

3 command, and exhort that with
VEIERRT e | Bl quietness they work and eat their
quictness they work and eat their o

own bread.

own bread.” 2 Thess, iii, 6, 16,
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By referring once more to these extracts, we find
both editions to be literally the same,not a single cor-
rection made, nor a wrong quotation “set right.”
Now compare them with the Scriptures, whence
they were copied, and note the difference.

2 Thessalonians ii1. 6 to 17:—

“Now, we command you, brethren, ¢z ke name
of our Lorp Jesus Cur1sT, that ye withdraw your-
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly and
not after the tradition which he received of us.” * *

Verse 12 :—

«Now, them that are such, we command and ex-
hort 4y our Lorp JEsus CHRIST, that with quietness
they work and eat their own bread.” * *

Here again it will be found that from both moni-
tors, the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is willfully
and designedly expunged, and no correction whatever
made by the impeccable Morris.

The ¢“Masonic Text Book” puts it:—

“Now, we command you, brethren, that ye with-
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh
disorderly, “&c.” 2 Thess. ii. 6.

While the Word of God has it:—

«“Now, we command you, brethren, 2 t/e name
of our Lord Fesus C/zrzsz‘ that ye witkdraw your-
selves, «“&c.”

And again, in the 12th verse, “Freemasonry,”
quotes:i—

«Now, them that are such, we command and ex-
hort, that with quietness they work and eat their own
bread.”
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While the Bible says:—

«Now, them that are such, we command and ex-
hort by our Lord Fesus Christ, that with quietness
they work and eat their own bread.”

And notwithstanding all this, these garbled quo-
tations of the Masonic text-books are hypocritically
designated as “the following passages of Scripture,”
thus pretending that they are correctly given, while
Deacon Bailey and Robert Morris both unblushingly
affirm thatin the edition of Webb’s Monitor, of 1842,
the «“Scripture passages” have been “set right” and
«corrected.” And if Bailey and Morris will thus wrife
what they must £row to be false,in order to sustain
Masonry, why may not other men of less character
and respectability «¢fer a falsehood with the same
design?

But not only is the Bible mutilated, and the name
of Christ expunged from Webb’s Monitor, in all its
editions, from 1797 down to the present time, but the
same thing is also done in every monitor and manual
used by the Masonic fraternity everywhere, as the
following Masonic text-books will abundantly testify.

I shall at first place the Holy Scriptures and one
of the Masonic text-books in juxtaposition, that the
difference between them may be seen at a glance;and
as all the monitors are the same, and use identical
language, this will suffice to mark the mutilation and
the omission of Christ’s name in each succeeding

quotation.
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“Sickles’ Monitor,” part ii., p.
Gt

“Charge to be read at open,
ing..lY

Verse §:—

“Ye, also, as living stones, be

ye built up a spiritual house, an -

holy priesthood, to offer up sacrifices
acceptable to God.”

I simply quote here

THE MASTER’S CARPET.

Holy Scriptures, 1 Peter ii. 1 to
17 inclusive:
Verse §:—

‘“Ye, also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God BY
Jesus CHRIST.”

only those passages from

which the name of Christ is expunged by Masonic
authority, as the passage is already given in full on
p. 180, from*“Webb’s Monitor;” but I desire to remark
once more that verse 2d is excluded from all the text-

books.

Again, Partii, p. 51:—

2 Thess, iii. 6-16:—

command you,
ye withdraw
every brother
disorderly, and
tradition ye re-

“Now,
brethren, that
yourselves  from
that walketh
not after the
ceived of us.”

we

Verse 12:—

“Now, them that are such,
we command and exhort, that
with quietness they work, and
eat their own bread.”

Holy Scriptures, 2 Thess. iii. 6-
16:--
“Now,
brethren,
Lord  Jesus Christ,
withdraw yourselves
every  brother that
disorderly, and not
tradition which he

we command you,
in the name of our
that ye
from
walketh
after the
received of

us.”

Verse 12;—

“Now, them that are such
we command and exhort by
our Lord Jesus Christ, tha

with quietness they work, and eat
their own bread.”

Again, “New Masonic Trestle-Board,” by C. W.

Moore. Partii. p. 9:

AT Sy o RV eTSEEI,

“Ye, also, as lively

stones, be ye built up a spiritual house, an holy priest-

hood, to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.”

* ¥
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Again, on page 31, in the Royal Arch degree:—
«Charge at opening.”

* x verse 6. “Now, we command
you, brethren,that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us.”

* * verse 12,  “Now, them that are
such, we command and exhort, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread.”

“Freemason’s Monitor,” by Z. A. Davis, Phila-
delphia, 1843, p. 199:—
“Charge to be read in the lodge.” 3

w * verse 5. “Ye, also as lively stones,
be ye built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.”

Again, on p. 226:—

“The following passage of Scripture is read at
the opening.” '

2 Thess. ili. 6-17:—verse 6. “Now, we com-
mand you,brethren, that ye withdraw yourselves from

every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after
the tradition that he received of us.” #* *

* %  vyerse 12. “Now, them that are such,
we command and exhort, that with quietness they
work, and eat their own bread.”

From the “Masonic Ritualist,” by A. G. Mackey,
Past Gen. Grand High Priest, &c., p. 271-—

“To be read at opening the lodge.”

* * verse 5. “Ye, also, as lively stones,
be ye built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.”

Again, on p. 348:—
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“The following charge is read at the opening of
a chapter.”

* g verse 6. “Now, we command you,
brethren, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us.”

* *  verse 12. “Now, them that are such,
we command and exhort, that with quietness they

work, and eat their own bread.”

And, lastly, from ¢«Webb’s Monitor,” New
York, 1802, p. 82, being the edition previous to that
of 1816, mentioned by Bailey and Morris.

“Charge to be read at opening the lodge.”

% i verse 5. “If so be ye have tasted
that the Lord is gracious to whom coming as unto
a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God and precious; Ye also as living stones,
be ye built up a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
- God.”

Again, on page 140:

“The following passage of Scripture is read at
the opening.”

2 Thess. ili. 6-17. “Now we command you
brethren that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly and not after the
tradition you received from us? * #* verse 12:
«Now them that are such we command and ex-
hort that with quietness they work and eat their
own bread.” j

These quotations could be easily multiplied
rom all the Masonic text-books in the country,
but enough has been already furnished to demon-
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strate the fact that Freemasonry is willfnlly and
designedly guilty of mutilating the Holy Scriptures,
and of absolutely expunging the name of Christ
from every part of the New Testament which is
profanely used with such mock solemnity in the
maeufacture of its pagan ritual.

We oftentimes see it making great parade of
the Bible, just as the Pharisees used to parade their
prayers and almsgiving, having it ostentatiously
carried in all its outdoor processions, as a means of
advertising itself in public estimation; but as a
system of religious philosophy, and ' within the secret
recesses of its lodges and chapters, we also find
that it debases and degrades that Bible, mutilates
its contents, despises and ignores its precepts, falsi-
fies its teachings, dishonors its Divine Author; and,
to fill up the measure of its infamy and infidelity,
it absolutely steals the name of Jesus Christ out of
his own Word. ;

And this horrible incubus of wickednes‘s, de-
ception and hypocrisy is lying to-day, like a hideous
nightmare, across the very bosom of the church\,
while men, calling themselves ministers of Chr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>