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tragic.ally revealed. Before the war broke oti t, the empire's behavior 
showed non.(ienuans nothing to suggest that its ste\vards \Vere 
fulfill ing a unique mission in \vorld history that ought not to be 
sin1ply S\vcpt away. The absence of any S\lt h obvious mission 
shapt.-d the \•ie\VS of the non-Geman '''orld. For anyone capable 
of real insight. these views consiitute the deeper reason for the 
collapse of Germany. 

for the Gern1an people immeasurably 111uch depends on a bias· 
free assessn1en1 of this situation. f\•lisfom1ne is encouraging the 
emergence of insight that has been lacking for the past tifty years. 
Petty thinking about i1n1nediate. momenta')' demands needs to be 
replacer! by a hroad vie\11 of life 1hat make~ eveiy effon 10 
recognize the evolutionary forces affecting humankind at present. 
The triviaJ urge to dis1niss anyone \11ho focuses on these forces as 
an impracticaJ idealist 1nust be abandoned. as 111ust the pride and 
pretensions of those who think themselves practicaJ but are the vel)• 
people \vhose narrow vision. masquerading as practjcality. brought 
about our misfortune in the first place. \Ve n1ust consider \vbat 
truly practical people. currently condemned as idealists. have to say 
about \vhat is required in modem times if human.lcind is to continue 
10 evolve. 

"Prnctical" people of all schools of thought have long been a'Wtre 
of the en1ergence- of ne'v den1ands on hu1nanity bl.t have ane1npted 
to 1neet d1ese de11ands within the context of traditional institutions 
and habitual thinking. ~·lodem econornic activity has given rise to 
these de1nands. :vteeting then1 through private initiatives see1ned 
in1possible, and to individuals of a cenain class the shjft front 
private to public activity seented indispensable i11,·e1·1a;11 areas and 
was i1nple1nented 'vherever thjs class deented it btneficial. Radical 
conversion of ali individual work to public work ·+\'3S lhe goal of a 



diffcrcra1 class \\1i1h no vested interest in preserving private goals as 
modem economic activity developed. 

To date, all efforts with regard to these ne\v de111ands on 
hu111ani·ty have had a con1111011 foundation. 'fhere has been a generaJ 
push for the sociaJizarion of private activity. \\lhich is to be taken 
over either by communities (suc·h as state or local authorities) that 
are based on old prentises having nothing to do with the new 
demands or by new communities (such as cooperatives) that are 
aJso based on old fonus and traditional thinking and are not fully 
aJigned with these den1ands. 

'l'he truth is that no con1n1unity based on old, habin1al thiDking 
can assun1e these responsibilities. ·rhe forces of our tintes are 
pushing tOr understanding of a social strucn1re for humankind that 
looks v~.I)' different fro1n anything \ve see today. ·ro a great extent, 
our social stn1cn1res have been shaped by our social instincis.. It 
is the task of our 1jn1e to becon1e fully conscious of the forces 
involved. Like the nan1ral body, the body social is ntade up of 
different syste1ns. In the natural body, thinking is a function of the 
head, not the lungs. Similarly, the body social must also ~e di,•ided 
into different syste1ns that cannot assu1ne each others' t\1nct:ions. 
l ltey n11ust \\'Ork together \\1hile preserving their independence. 

Eco1101nic acliVil)• can thrive only if it develops as an 
independent pa11 of the bod)1 social, according to its O\\'ll forces 
aJtd la\vS, and ooly if its structure is nol confused by the effects of 
aJtOther pa11, such as the political syste111. The political systesn 111ust 
c.oexist \Vith but be totally indepe1 .. dent of the economic syste111, 
just as the natural body's respirato1y syste111 coexists \vith the head. 
These social syste1ns canoot interact healthily if die s:une 
legislative and adntlnistrative body go,•erns the111 both. Each 111ust 
have its o"•n legislative aJtd ad1ni nistrative o<gan, though these 
o<gans n1us1 i1He<act. Of necessity,.. the political syste111 destroys 



 

 

 


