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Danzig Baldaev was born in 1925 in Ulan-Ude, Buryatiya, Russia. The son of an ‘enemy of the people’, he was subject
to repression in Communist Russia and sent to an orphanage for children of political prisoners. After serving in the
army during the Second World War, he came to Leningrad in 1948 and was ordered by the NKVD to work as a warden
in Kresty — an infamous prison — where he started drawing the tattoos of criminals. He was reported to the KGB who
unexpectedly supported him, realising the status of a criminal could be determined by deciphering the meaning of
his tattoos. His work enabled him to visit different reformatory settlements across the former USSR, where he
witnessed many of the scenes published in this book.
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Foreword

Damon Murray, Stephen Sorrell



The drawings in this book reveal an episode of the most horrific suffering in the life of
a country that is known for its capacity to endure suffering.

Initially they appear over-dramatic, focusing on the abject, the grotesque and the
aberrant. Perhaps because they aren’t photographs it is easier to dismiss them as a
figment of a disturbed imagination. But even a basic reading of the literature concerning
this period reveals that they are undeniably ‘factual’ drawings. There is a disturbed
imagination at work here, but it belongs to the interrogator, the guard and the criminal.
Although these interpretations of Gulag scenes are drawn by an artist, and retain the
unmistakable identity of his hand, Baldaev has resisted pictorial flourishes, communicating
his views in a direct and unswerving way. Where Gulag literature uses a turn of phrase
or metaphor to help us imagine its surreal horror and give us an emotional understanding,
Baldaev’s harsh, vernacular drawings tell the story using a straightforward, unremittingly
brutal method, faithful to the system he was attempting to document.

Obviously no one could be present at all the events shown in this book. Baldaev’s widow
has explained how around a fifth of the drawings are from first-hand experience. The
rest of the images are the result of the artist’s meticulous research, speaking to fellow
NKVD officers and prisoners about particular incidents, practises and procedures. He
wanted the drawings to be accurate in every detail, from a slogan on a placard, to a
collar on a uniform. His father was an ethnographer who had been arrested as an ‘enemy
of the people’ and sent to the Gulag, while Baldaev and his sister were sent to an
orphanage for Family Members of Enemies of the People. It is impossible to gauge the
effect such events might have on a child, but through this work it is clear that, despite
becoming part of the system, he wanted to expose the lie behind it. He soaked up the
evidence before him and committed it to paper, spending twenty years working at home,
in secret, on these drawings. If he had been discovered he would certainly have suffered
the same fate as the Gulag victims he so assiduously depicted.

In his book Kolyma Tales, referring to the terrible sights he and his fellow inmates
witnessed, Varlam Shalamov wrote, ‘A human being survives by his ability to forget.’
These events are not as well known as they should be. Perhaps that has something to do
with survival — which in its own way carries a particular sense of guilt. Values change in
the Gulag. Reduced to their basic functions, one emaciated inmate looks much like
another, harder to recognise as an individual, less than a human being, disposable.
Drawings from the Gulag makes explicit the capacity one individual has to destroy
another. It shows how moral borders disintegrate, and how the descent into indifference
can be sanctioned, justified and excused in pursuit of a flawed ideology.
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Birth of the Gulag




+SAYATUE TYNAIA’
BﬂEPE,Z] 3APE HABCTPEHYY, TOBAPHLIYA, ,ﬂPy3b}7.’...

Hauano nyTn B KOMMYHHC THYECKOE (CTAMMHCKOE)PASCTBO—- TYIAI T1TY-HKBA-MBJ...

Text top left reads: ‘The Inception of the Gulag.* Go Forth Toward the Dawn, Comrades and Friends!’; text
top right reads: ‘Dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the giant of Russian literature, A.l. Solzhenitsyn. 11th
November 1988. [signature] Danzig Baldaev'.Text on the left banner reads: ‘Down with the Czar!’; text on the
centre banner reads: ‘All Power to the Soviets!’; text on the right reads: ‘25th October (7th November [0.s1]) 1917".

The beginning of the road to Communist (Stalin) bondage: Gulag, GPU-NKVD-MVD.}
(Shortly thereafter, the peoples of Russia recalled life under the czar as a lost paradise.)
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* Gulag or GULAG (Glavnoye Upravleniye Ispravitelno-Trudovikh Lageryey i Koloniy) - the Chief Administration of Corrective Labour
Camps and Colonies.

To.s. (Old Style) or Julian calendar is used to refer to dates from czarist times, Russia switched to the Gregorian calendar in 1918.
tGpU (Gosud. ye Politicheskoye Upravlenie) - the State Political Directorate of the NKVD of the RSFSR. The secret police
of the Soviet Union from 1922 until 1934.

NKVD (Narodnyy Komissariat Vnutrennikh Del) — the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs. The civilian and secret police of the
Soviet Union during the era of Stalin.

MVD (Ministerstvo Vnutrennikh Del) - the Ministry of Internal Affairs. First formed in czarist Russia in 1802. Re-established in 1990.
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o JEKPETY 0T 59181 BYK 107199414 HE OIPRHHYEHHBIE /IPABA HA.
KHM METOJOM YBEEKFEHHA HPACCTPESIOB bbUTH SHHYTOMEHB! (
H TOSIbKO NYTEM WECTOYARLIEIO TEPPOPA KOMMYHHCTS! SJJEPH

The Birth of the Gulag and Red Terror. September 5th, 1918.
Writing on the wall: *The Solovki Prison Camp.* USLONT OGPUY'.

The decree of 5th September 1918 gave the VChKS an unrestricted right to claim the lives and freedoms of the
citizens of the country. Over a short period, using ‘methods of physical persuasion’ and execution, over 500,000
people were killed, and hundreds of thousands more were placed in prison camps. Only through the most brutal
terror and repression of the people were the Communists able to retain their power.
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* Many monasteries were easily adapted into labour camps and prisons by the authorities, their construction lending themselves to this
purpose. The Solovki Monastery was converted into the infamous Solovetsky Lager Osobogo Naznachenia (Solovki Special Purpose Camp)
or SLON (an acronym meaning ‘elephant’ in Russian). Solzhenitsyn called it the ‘mother of the Gulag’.

T UsLoN Upravlenie Solovetskimi Lageryami Osobogo Naznacheniya — the Directorate of Solovki Special Prison Camps.

$ OGPU Obyedi Gosud. Politicheskoe Upravlenie - the Joint State Political Directorate (also known as the All-Union
State Political Administration). Formed after the GPU left the NKVD in 1923.

$vehk Vserossiyskaya Chrezvychainaya Komissiya — the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission [for Combating Counter revolution
and Sabotage] or Cheka. The first in a series of state security organisations responsible for enforcing the will of the Communist
government. Their tasks ranged from the requisition of food to the execution of political opponents.




1o YKA3AHNIO, BOXTIS JIIOMINKOB” B.JIEHMHA...

UERHOCTSIKHTEIH PA3HBIX BEPOHCIIOBEZAHMA, KOTOPSIM IEPEJ PAC-
CTPEIIOM JIPEZITONHIIH OTKA3ATHES OT PESMIMH J/19 COXPAHEHHA LBO-
LN MH3HN.DbLI OT BLEX ITONYYEH OTHA3.MONOR0A JITEPAHCKAH CBS-
LYEHHHK [UTHOHY/T B JINIIO KOMHECAPY.BCE OKN IPHAHSTH CMEPTS C 50776~

unm AOCTOHHET BOM H CIIOKOACTBHEM, ZAB IPHMEP ZIPYTHM...

By order of the ‘lumpen-proletariat leader,’ Viadimir Lenin . ..

In the early 1920s in Vladikavkaz, the VChK arrested priests of various religious faiths and denominations. Before
execution, they were given the choice to deny their religion in exchange for their lives. All of them refused. A
young Lutheran priest spat in the face of one Commissar. They accepted death calmly and with dignity, setting
an example for others.
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-EC/M TBOS BAHJA 10/108-BPAI OB MAPKCH3MA, PAHEE JJYPMA-
HHBLUIAS HAPOT OBELAHHEM PAS, HEBYJET BbITOSIHATS HOP-
MY 110 CTPOHTEJIEC TBY KOMMYHAIMA-CBETIIONO bYJYLESO
/15 TPYZI0BOI O HAPOLA, 51 BAC [IEPECTPESISID KAK YEPTEH
U CABOTAMHHUKOB!

"

‘If your gang of priests — enemies of Marxism who tricked the people with false promises of heaven — don’t meet
the quota for building Communism and the bright future of the working class, I'll shoot you all like saboteurs,
you devils!’
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34 rogs! COBETCKOH BAACTH BbINIO YHHYTOMEHD H3AKPSITO CBAILE T0TEIC. XPHCTHAHEKHX LIEPKBEH, OK0./70 20
CBbILE 950 THIC. CBAUEHHOCSTYMHTESIEH, MUSUTHOH! BEPYIOUHX,H C 3TOI 0 BPEMEHH HAYAIOCH OTYSNGEHHE

110 YKA3AHHI B.H.JIEHHHA C [PAMTAHCKOA BORHS! HAYAITHCS PA330PEHMA LIEPK BEH,MOHACTIPEAH T, A COTH

v =

Text across the top reads: ‘Long Live the Communist Party, the Wisest of the Wise, Whose Wisdom Outwitted

the Wisdom of Wisdom Itself! Glory to the RKP(b)-VKP(b)-KPSS!*'; text across the bottom reads: ‘Down P
with churches, monasteries, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and others! Religion is the drug of the people. Priests

and monks are the worst enemies of Soviet power!’.

Over 100,000 Christian churches, around 20,000 Muslim mosques, 500 Buddhist datsans and 1,400 synagogues
were destroyed during the Soviet era. Over 450,000 priests and millions of believers were killed. People were
disconnected from their cultures, cultures were suppressed, and the moral lives of the citizens of the country
were deformed and distorted.
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IC. MYCYITEMAHCKHX MEYETEH, 500 BYTTHACKUX JAYAHOB, 1900 HITEACKUX CHHAIOI. HETPESIEHD PHIHYECKH
T KYJIBTYPLS, QEECKYTBTYPHBAHHE H JEPOPMALIHA HPABLTBEHHOI O BOCTTHTAHHS PANIAH CTPAHEL. ..
MITPR. PYSTIEA HMYIYECTBO H JJPATOYEHHOCTH O CMEXOTBOPHOA LEHE BbITH NPOJAYE! KOMMYHHC TAMH 34 PYSEN...

From the Civil War (1917-1922) onward, Churches and monasteries were raided by order of Vladimir Lenin.
The Communists sold off the property and valuables, worth billions of rubles, for almost nothing to buyers abroad.

* Throughout the years, the Communist Party went through several official names:

RKP(b) (Rossiyskaya Kommunisticheskaya Partiya (bolshevikov)) - the Russian Communist Party (of Bolsheviks), 1918-1925.
VKP(b) (Vsesoyuznaya Kommunisticheskaya Partiya (bolshevikov)) - the All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks), 1925-1952.
KPSS (Kommunisticheskaya Partiya Sovetskogo Soyuza) — the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 1952-1991 (dissolved).
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Arrest, Interrogation and Imprisonment
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HEPOM, BPAYHUXON H CTAPBIM KO3JTOM, TPOPECCOPOMHALHPAETCH
BCEro10,T0r7IR 3AEEPUTE H3 KBAPTHP TEPBOIO 3TAMA ELIE JIH0-
bbIX JIBYX.KTO TAM ECTD,PABOYHA-KOJIXO3HHK,BLE PABHO,JIHIIb b/
bbUT TOSTHBIM CYET-12THCIONTHAATE!...

Writing on the van: ‘NKVD*.

‘We’ve been instructed to round up twelve enemies [of the people]. With the engineer, the doctor woman and
the old moron professor, we've only got ten. Take any two people from the apartments on the first floor,
whoever you can get — workers or kolkhozniks'— it doesn’t matter. We just need twelve people in all. That’s an
order. Off you go...

* The NKVD vans were rarely marked in this way, often bread or milk vans were used to disguise their real purpose.
1 The farmer of a kolkhoz (kollektivnoe khzyaistvo) — collective farm.
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OOHHH3,TYMAHHBIXMETORO0B [IKBJ-BbITIHY TS
HYIHBIE [TOKA3AHHUS Y 35KA-BPAIAHAPOIA..

|
s

Pﬂiﬂfh’lﬂﬂf //A’Jl ﬂﬁfﬂﬁﬂ/’lf ffﬂbﬂﬂ MHEPTBY JJONQ MOPHAN TONGHOM H3A TEM
HA JONPOCE , BPATY HAPOJA " IPEJITIATAJTH D6HITOHOE Y OUIEHHE 34 JAYY HYM-
HbIX [IOKAZAHHA HA CEEA HITH JIPYI OE JIHLYO. BT H JPYIOH METORKOrJA
MEPTBY KOPMHTTH CONEHDH TTUYEN W 2-3 KA HE JABAITH BOJbI, A’P0/‘7£
CONEHON ERAAKLbIH TONbKD HA JJONPOCE JABANH BORY 34, /I0KAZAHHA .

One of the more *humane’ methods employed by the NKVD to ‘extract’ the necessary statement from an
‘enemy of the people’.*

The NKVD starved the victim for a long time. Then, during the interrogation, the ‘enemy of the people’ was
offered a hearty meal in exchange for the desired statement against himself or a denunciation. Another method
involved feeding the victim food with a high salt content, then depriving them of water for two or three days.
The only liquid available was the balanda (prison soup), which was also over-salted. Water was given only during
interrogations in exchange for a forced statement.

* Used by Lenin as early as the decree of 28th November 1917, the phrase ‘enemy of the people’, was a loose term that could be applied
to anyone the authorities conceived as a threat. ‘Enemies of the people’ were impri d, expelled or e d. Their relatives and friends
also fell under suspicion and could be sent to the Gulag as ‘Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland’.
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~TBO/ MY, BbIBUINI KOMAHTHP JHBH3 WH,PACCTPENISH, KAK BPAT...[TPHX0]]
CB3 1 YCHP HAPErHCTPALAH B OPrAKbIHKBL-MBL...370 5 b1/TH POJCTBERHH-
KH,BPAI0B HAPOXA, LOCTTARHBIE BE3 CYJAN CIELCTBHS B CEBEPHBIE H BOC-
TOYHBIE PAROHBL, ITIE HITH B XONOTEH TONOLE H SMHPAJIH THICAHAMA. .

Sign on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Class Enemy!’.

‘Your husband, a former Division Commander, was executed as an enemy of the people.’

‘Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland’ and the ‘Socially Dangerous’* had to register with the NKVD-
MVD. These were relatives of the ‘enemies of the people’, exiled without trial to the northern and north-eastern
regions. They lived there in conditions of cold and hunger and died by the thousands.

* Regular citizens were most likely to be arrested for these two ‘offences’. However, undesirables could be imprisoned under many different
charges. The titles of some of these ‘crimes’: ‘counter-revolutionary thinking’, ‘praising American technology’, ‘holding anti-Soviet moods’;

reveal the level of paranoia within the authorities themselves.
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HKB] FORPBLTO CTPAKY TYCTOH IAYYBEHCETOH) JOKOL WK OB-
LTIRAYAMH H,CERCOTAMN (CERPETHBIMH COTPYTHHRAMA)...

R AR N TN Q\‘Q\ - AT A
TAAHAA CETb BOHOCYNKOB JEPXANA BECH HAPOK B CMEPTENLHOM,
CTPAXE,KRK BO BPEMEHA CPELIHEBEKDBOK MHKBHIULMU., CTYKAYH -
SIHOH BE3 YECTH, CTHIHA 1 COBECTHU, BbIIN AKTHBOM HKBY. OHH
U3 JINYHOHA KOPHICTH, YEPHON 3ABHCTH H JJPYTMX HHIMEHHbIX
T10BYKAEHWH, YCTHO 1 1THCbMEHHD JJOHOCHITU HA POLHbIX, 6/TH3-
KHX, IPY3EN, TOBAPHIUYEHN, SHAKOMbIX, OJHOKAMEPHUKOB H
ObBHHSTTN X BO BLEX CMEPTHBIX TPEXAX: B LUIMTHOHAME,BPE-
AHUTETIbCTBE, 3ArGBOPE, AHTUCOBETCKOH ATHTALYHH H T.7.
HHKAKON 1TPGBEPKHU HKBJ B TPABIHBOCTH JIOHOLGB HE
NIPOBOLJUTI, A HAOGBOPOT MOOUIPAST JIHOEYHD YYJOBHUYHYID TIOME...

The NKVD covered the country with a dense network of narks and secret informers.

The secret informer network kept the entire population in deathly fear, akin to that of the Inquisition.
Informants,” people with no feelings, honour, or remorse, were a valuable asset of the NKVD. Out of a sense
of profit, greed, envy and other brute instincts, they reported — orally or in writing — on their friends, relatives,
immediate family, acquaintances, and fellow inmates. They accused them of all the deadly sins: espionage,
sabotage, conspiracy, anti-Soviet propaganda and agitation, etc. The NKVD never verified the informants’ reports.
On the contrary, it encouraged the most blatant lies.

* ‘In the 1930s, Nadezhda Mandelstam tells us, the verb to write assumed a new meaning. When you said he writes or does she write? or
(referring to a whole classroom of students) they write, you meant that he or she or they wrote reports to the organs. (Similarly, the Cheka’s
rigged cases were called “novels”.) To “write” meant to inform, to denounce. Solzhenitsyn calls it “murder by slander”.” Martin Amis,
Koba the Dread, 2002.
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- MIATLAA KPOBABEIA BPAT HRBJ- TECTAING Tak W HE JoPoc 0
~BCEHAPOJHOIO [HEBHOI0 OCYMIEHHS BPAI0B PATEPAGHTA"
1 BECKOHEYHO OTCTABA/ 10,/IPON3BOJHTESNBHOCTH TPYJA.,

i
i

(s S =

110 YKASKE HKBJ HA 3ABOJAX, PABPHKAX, B KONXO3AX, HAYYHbIX, YHEBHBIX 3ABENEHNIX H
YYPENJIEHHSX 110 BLEN CTPAHE TPOBOJHIIHCS CO6PAHNSA TPYRSAUNXCS, TAE BICTINAHIYNE
KAEAMHUSIN I030POM ,WWITHOHOB, INBEPCAHTOB, BPEANTENEN, 3RBEPSOBAKHIX
HHOCTPAHHLIMH PASBEJKAMA, O6E3BPEMEHHBIX HKB, # TPEGOBATH HX YHNY TOMEHNS,
KAK SEWEHBIX COBAK.” MHOTHE BbICTYTABUHE HA STHX COBPAHHAX N MUTUHIAX
BCKOPE CAMN DKA3LIBANINCH HA NOJTIOXEHUN . 6EUEHBIX COBRK "M WITH 1G] PACCTPEL. ..

The Gestapo, the bloody younger brother of the NKVD, never matured enough to adopt the notion of
‘universal wrathful condemnation of the enemies of the Fatherland’, and it lagged far behind in terms of
‘labour efficiency’.

By order of the NKVD, workers’ meetings were held at factories, plants, kolkhozes, scientific institutes and
educational institutions throughout the country. At these meetings people took the stage to publicly condemn
‘spies, wreckers, and saboteurs in the pay of international intelligence’, who had been exposed by the NKVD.
They demanded they be exterminated ‘like a pack of wild dogs’. Many of those who stood on the podium soon
became part of the pack ‘wild dogs’ themselves, and were executed by firing squad.”

*During Stalin’s many purges some of his most loyal followers fell victim to his deadly paranoia. His ruthless cleansing of (mostly imagined)
political opposition, was a constant feature of his regime. No one was immune, including those who had previously denounced others.
‘We think that a powerful and vigorous movement is impossible without differences - “true conformity” is possible only in the cemetery.’
Joseph Stalin, ‘Our purposes’, Pravda, 22 January 1912,
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Jonpoc JETEA .BPAI0B HAPGHA" 0 KOHTPPEBOJIFD-
YHOHHON JIEST, £/7b/7’06' THW X POJUTETIE /1 l4 b'ﬂ//.%’//X..
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CTRAMHCRHA FRB] ROGLYPAT JOKOCS! FETER KA CEOHX POJHTENEN H BOFBOFHA HY BIEPOH, A HEROTOPSIX HIEHEHHEM 3ACTABASN
JABATS HIMHBIE ORGSR, 10 CTPAHE IPOUIA KAMAKNS NYETHIHOI O OTPEYENNS JETER OT CBUNX POANTENEH-BPAI 08
HAPORA? YEPE3 [RIETLIHHX FRETABISIH BLTYNATS HALOGPANHAX .€ THEBHEIM DCYMTEHHEM WIHOHOB H T. B HEXGTOPSIE
YIHTENT RO PERRRIANH THCATS COIMHENNA-, IT0 RYPIAETE BbI(SYEHHRH) H BAUK OTEL H MATS 06 APECTE Mapunfos CCCP
DIHOIXEPR, TYXRYEBLKOIO, ETOPOBA W JP7 W TOCHE TRRHX L COYHHEHHA MHOIHE IHUASHES POJHTENER H HARPRBATINCS B JETJOMA YL,

The interrogation of children of the ‘enemies of the people’ about the contra-revolutionary activities of their
parents and close relatives.

Stalin’s NKVD encouraged children to denounce their parents. Some were held up as heroes;" others were tortured
to make them ‘confess’. A campaign of public denunciations by children of their ‘enemies of the people’ elders
was launched countrywide. Through newspapers, children were ordered to make public speeches and ‘wrathfully
condemn spies’, etc. Some schoolteachers assigned students essays on subjects such as ‘What do you (the student)
and your father and mother think about the arrest of Marshals Tukhachevsky, Bliicher, Egorov,! and others?’
As aresult of these ‘essays’, many children became orphans and were sent to special ChS (chlen semyi — member
of the family [of the enemy of the people]) orphanages.t

*Pavel (Pavlik) Morozov was the most famous example of this phenomenon. In 1932, following his denouncation of his father, thirteen-
year-old Pavlik was murdered by enraged family members. He was exalted as an icon of integrity: someone who held the values of the
state higher than family love. Idolised in propaganda: schools, streets and pioneer brigades were named after him. His story was a parable
for generations of Soviet children. Recent investigations have cast considerable doubt on the official version of events. In her book Comrade
Pavlik (2005), Catriona Kelly argues the case had been almost entirely constructed to suit the political doctrine of the time.

1 Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky and eight other higher military commanders were convicted and executed in 1937 after a secret trial
known as “The Case of Trotskyist Anti-Soviet Military Organisation’. Marshal Vasily Bliicher was arrested in 1938 and convicted of spying
for Japan. Marshal Alexander Egorov was demoted to Commander at the end of 1937 and then arrested in 1938. He died in prison in
1939 (or 1941, according to some sources). Both Egorov and Bliicher were members of the tribunal that convicted Tukhachevsky.

1 Baldaev and his younger sister were both placed in an orphanage for children of ‘enemies of the people’ following their father’s arrest.
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14 JONPOCAX, BPATOB HAPOJA WWHPOKO IPHMEHS/ICA
IPHEM - CTOAKA MOEZOH B 51001, PYRHITO LIBAM

HEPTBb! HKB]-MIB-MBI .BPATH HAPORA" CTOSNH HA JTONPOCAX 10 HECKONIBRO CYTOK BE3 CHA, BOJb1, lTHIH,
OTHbIXA . [lpH MATEHNN OT IGTEPH CHII HEPTBY OSTHBRIIH BOROA, H3ENBANIH H CHOBA CIABHIIH 8 YO,
TANAYH 34 CEOE YCEPJHE HAIPATATHCS DLJEHAMH K £ IOYETOM BbIUIH B OTCTABKY B 50-6010FAX ..

Another method of torture during interrogations: ‘Stand facing the corner, hands by your sides...’

Text on the left wall reads: ‘The goal of the ChK* is to fight class enemies mercilessly’; text above the door
reads: ‘Long Live Comrade Stalin!’; portrait above the map: Felix Dzerzhinsky; text on the map reads:
‘Administr[ation]’.

Victims of the NKVD-MVD, ‘the enemies of the people’ were made to stand up for days during interrogations.
They went without sleep, water, food, or rest. When they fainted, water was poured over them, then they were
beaten and forced to stand in the corner again. For their diligence, the executors were awarded medals, and
retired ‘with honours’ in the 1950s and 1960s.

* The Cheka (see VChK, page 14).
T Felix Dzerzhinsky, ‘Iron Felix’ founder of the Cheka and later head of the GPU .
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- Ero nopa o5 Y70 TAKOE NPOSETAPCKAS
JHKTATYPA, [ 119, KOTTEK THBH3ALINS HAKOXO3 JENG-J05POBONbHOE:.

‘Time to pour water over him. This class enemy already understands what the dictatorship of the proletariat,
the GPU, collectivization and ‘the kolkhoz is a voluntary act’ are all about.’

* ‘The investigators began to use force on me, a sick, sixty-five-year-old man. I was made to lie face down and then beaten on the soles
of my feet and my spine with a rubber strap. They sat me on a chair and beat my feet from above, with considerable force... For the next
few days, when those parts of my legs were covered with extensive internal haemorrhaging, they again beat the red-blue-and-yellow bruises
with the strap and the pain was so intense it felt as if boiling hot water was being poured on these sensitive areas. I howled and wept
from the pain. They beat my back with the same rubber strap and punched my face, swinging their fists from a great height. The intolerable
physical and emotional pain caused my eyes to weep unending streams of tears. Lying face down on the floor, I discovered that I could
wriggle, twist and squeal like a dog when its master whips it. One time my body was shaking so uncontrollably that the guard escorting
me back from such an interrogation asked: “Have you got malaria?” When I lay down on the cot and fell asleep, after eighteen hours of
interrogation, in order to go back in an hour’s time for more, I was woken up by my own groaning and because I was jerking about like
a patient in the last stages of typhoid fever. Constantly the interrogator repeated, threateningly, “If you won't write (invent, in other words?!)
then we shall beat you again, leaving your head and your right arm untouched but reducing the rest to a hacked, bleeding and shapeless
body.” So I signed everything.” An extract from a letter dated 13th January 1940, sent to Vyacheslav Molotov (head of the Sovnarkom,
the administrative arm of the Soviet government), by the seminal theatre director and producer Vsevelod Meyerhold, complaining about
his treatment at the hands of his interrogators. He was executed by firing squad on 2nd February 1940.

30



B OJHON 3 MHOrOYHETTERHE THIPEM KB -, BERYT /100 -
JIE DYEPELIROIO JONPOCA 3H CTEIEHH, BPAIA HAPOJA...

Cranunckni HKBL CAMbIMH JHKHNMH,3BEPCKUMH CPEJHEBEKOBS!-
MU TbITKAMK BbIGUBAS Y COBEPIIEHHO HEBHMHHbIX SIIOLEA CAMbIE
PAHTACTUYECKHUE [TIPHIHAHNSA -, WITMOHAM B 10/163Y BYPIHYA3-
HOro rocYgAPCTBA AHTAPKTHIbI"..

The ‘enemy of the people’ is being ‘led away’ after a third degree interrogation session in one of the many
prisons of the NKVD.

Using the most vile and inhumane forms of torture, akin to those of the Middle Ages, the Stalinist NKVD forced
innocent people to make the most ridiculous and outrageous ‘confessions’, such as ‘spying for the bourgeois
state of Antarctica’.
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PasoTHukn HKBI 11 JOMPOCAY, BRI OB HAPGTA"
[IPUMEHS/TH CTAPOPYCCK YD fTbITKY - bl Y...

7
2

G3aKOHERHBIF HCTATYESIM H TEHEPAII HbIMIPOR YPOPOM CLCP A, BOIUNHCK-
HM,JONPOC F-H1 CTEREHH 03BONIANT BLIKOSAYHBATS JIIBLIE TOKASANNT Y

«BPATA HAPOJIA "HA CEES W JPYTHX MUY H MHOTHE,YTOb! HIERBHTS CEL5 OT
JANBHEAWHX 1T61TOK,, IPHIHABANINED " B WITHOHAMNE, JHBEPCHY, 3AI080-
PEHTJ., COSHATESILHO WIAIH TO] PACLTPES B YEO0HHOM LYEXE 4 PY IKE]...

One of the instruments of torture that the NKVD used during interrogations of ‘enemies of the people' was
the rack, which dates back many centuries in Russia.

The ‘third degree interrogation’, legalised by Joseph Stalin and the General Prosecutor of the USSR, Andrey
Vyshinsky, made it possible to obtain any statements from the ‘enemies of the people’ against themselves or
others. In order to avoid further torture, many ‘confessed’ to espionage, sabotage, conspiracy, etc., preferring
execution by firing squad in the ‘slaughterhouse’ of the UFU* NKVD.

(1

* UFU (Upravlenie Fizicheskogo Unichtozheniya) — the Department of Physical Extermination.
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JI15 [ICHXHYECKOID BO3JEACT, BHA HA JONPOCAX HEH-
UHHH JEBIUIER BPAT 03 HAPOJIA, PA3LIEBASIN A0( OJIA...

Pasorankn HRBJ 13 RATEFOPHI,CEKCYRTEHO O3AEOYERHEIX 5&//7//ﬁﬂllbllllfﬂlf/Ilﬂﬁ/ﬂi/lﬂﬂlf//llﬂ/lﬁd&'#XP&?ﬂEﬁﬂb
JOHATA MOSOTbIX HEHLNHH OCOSERHD JEBYUER M3 KOHTHHIEHTA BPAIOB HAPOA “HHX . C, T.E.YIEHOB CEMEA. JCTHOIE H
TIHEBMEHHBIE ANDEL! O TOITKAX, NCTAIAHHAX, HIHACHOBRHHAX H H3JEBATERCTBAX BARCTINH HE PHIHNMIASTIHCE.
YECTHBIE HIIPHILUHITHRAIGHOIE PREGTHHKH [IPOKYPATYP] BbIIH HETPELIENSL. HKEY HMEN HEOI PRRHYEHHLIE IPABA HA
MH3Hb BEEX TPANIJAKH CTPAKGI, A POKYPATYPA CTRNIA EECHPABHON NAPHOKETKOH H TOCOSHHUYEN HKB...

A form of psychological pressure: women and girls, ‘enemies of the people’, were stripped naked during
interrogation.

‘Sexually preoccupied’ employees of the NKVD were very keen on stripping young women” - ‘enemies of the
people’ or the members of their families - during interrogations. Oral or written complaints about torture, rape,
or humiliation were rejected by the authorities. Honest employees and men of principle who worked in
prosecution were exterminated. The NKVD had unlimited rights to claim the lives of any citizen of the
country. The public prosecutor’s office became the NKVD’s puppet and accomplice.

* ‘... you are interrogating a “foreigner’s girlfriend”... all of a sudden you get an idea: maybe she learned something from those
foreigners... And so you begin to interrogate her energetically: How? What positions? More! In detail! ... The girl is blushing and in tears.
“It doesn’t have anything to do with the case,” she protests. “Yes, it does, speak up!” That’s power for you! She gives you the full details.
If you want she’ll draw a picture for you. If you want she’ll demonstrate with her body. She has no way out. In your hands you hold the
punishment cell and her prison term.’ Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973.
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~TbI [IPOBPANICS B MENEZHBIE PALIbI KB, YTObbI CITACATS
APECTOBAHHbIX BPAI0B HAPOIAH PASHYO CBO/IOYS...

Background picture: Vladimir Lenin giving his famous speech at the Finland Station, Petrograd (now St. Petersburg),
following his return from exile in April 1917.

‘You have infiltrated the steely ranks of the NKVD to save imprisoned enemies of the people and other scum.’
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-4T0b51 YEPE3 YAC [IPHIHAHHA STOMQ BPAIA bUTH Y MERS HA CTOJEL..
~TOBAPHL DCOB0YITONHOMOYEHHbIA, M5/ 34 370 BPEMA STOMY ALY
SALA OTOPBEM H )HAPEHYHI KOTNIETY CIENAEM H3 3T0I0 MHIA...

‘I give you one hour to put the confession® of this enemy [of the people] on my desk!’
‘Don’t you worry, Comrade Plenipotentiary. In an hour, we’ll have torn his balls off and fried this yid like a steak.’

* ‘When [Nikolai] Bukharin’s first wife, Nadezhda Lukina was interrogated, her brother Mikhail was among the members of the family
who were tortured to give evidence against the others and her. A recent Soviet article gives a horrifying account of his withdrawing his
evidence and then, after further interrogation, confirming it again. The article quotes another former prisoner, a woman who, asking
“How could a brother give evidence against a sister?” answered that a Comintern worker in her cell came back from interrogation one
day, complaining bitterly that a close comrade had incriminated her; the examiners had shown her the testimony in his own handwriting.
Soon afterward, she returned from a further session. This time she cried, “How could I? How could I? Today I had a confrontation with
him and I saw not a man, but live raw meat.”” Robert Conquest, The Great Terror: A Reassessment, 1990.
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~MbI H3 TEBS BCHD AHTHITAPTHAHYD bITb BbITPAXHEM, YTObS! HE KITE-
BETAII HA BOMAER KITCC IK06b/ OHH BCE S3BEPHHASA CMECH /T0JTHTH-
YECKHX ABAHTIOPHCTOB, AHJIBI YEHHLl M IHKHX SKCIVTYATATOPOB...

‘We’ll whack all the anti-Party dust out of you.” You won’t go slandering and spreading lies about the leaders
of the Communist Party — calling them a bestial mixture of political adventurers, a gang of murderers and
savage exploiters.’

* The interrogators have wrapped the prisoner in a carpet so no signs of torture will show on the body. This precaution was taken in
the event that the subject might later appear in a public trial.
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D~ HHKOT LA HE QUK

-HY, KYPBA, CERYAC MbI TEES YraOCTHM HAWHM COBETCKHM
WAMNAHCKHM, BOT TOITJA PA3BAMHELD CBOA BPAXKHA F3bIK...

The placards on the wall read (from top to bottom): ‘MGB Never Makes Mistakes!’; ‘Death to the Enemies of
the People!!!’.

‘Well, bitch, now we’re going to treat you to some Soviet Champagne.” It’ll loosen your enemy tongue!’

* Soviet Champagne — Sovetskoe Shampanskoe, is the brand name of the official Soviet champagne, which was first created in 1928. Different
methods of fermentation to traditional champagne allowed for mass-production. It was made available to every Soviet citizen in an attempt
to show the world that they were able to enjoy the same luxury goods as their counterparts in capitalist countries.
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-[OBOPHKTO ELYE L TOE0H CIYWAN, [070C AMEPHKH,, 5//—5-5’//, »L80-
507y “H PACIPOCTPANHSTT AHTHCOBETCKYK) NIPONTATAKTY HIH A TEBE

3ACIHY PYYKY LIBABPEI B TBOKI BOKIOYIK) LUENIKY HOHA BBIAJET...
YEPE3 TBOH [1OrAKBIA POT!...

‘Tell us who else listened to the Voice of America, BBC, and Radio Freedom, and distributed anti-Soviet
propaganda with you, or I'll stick this broom all the way up your stinking arse until it comes right out of your
filthy mouth!’
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- /' OBOPH,CYKA! KAKHE PR3rOBOPbI BEN JOMA TBOH My)ﬁ
fIPOTHB caafrc/mmmcmﬂﬂﬂpmﬂ KOMMYHHCTOBZ.

“Talk, bitch! What was your husband saying at home against the Soviet authorities and the Communist Party?’
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~lTPH3HABAACS! Thi NPOHAK B P 7161 BHII(6),CT4B CEXPETA-
PEM I OPKOMA H O5KOMA,BPEZINII HAWEATIAPTHH H3HY TPHL..

‘Confess! You have penetrated the ranks of the VKP(b), become secretary of the municipal committee and wrecked
our Party from the inside!”*

* The prospect of arrest and trial weighed heavy even on the highest-ranking Party member. Following their arrest, aware of the fate
that awaited them, many immediately asked to sign their ‘confession’. Others, unable to comprehend what was happening, remained
loyal to the Party, believing that it would eventually realise its mistake and reinstate them. ‘They were all tired men. The higher you got
in the hierarchy, the more tired they were. | have nowhere seen such exhausted men as among the higher strata of Soviet politicians,
among the Old Bolshevik guard. It was not only the effect of overwork, nervous strain and apprehension. It was the past that was telling
on them, the years of conspiracy, prison and exile; the years of the famine and the Civil War; and sticking to the rules of a game that
demanded that at every moment a man’s whole life should be at stake. They were indeed ‘dead men on furlough’, as Lenin had called
them. Nothing could frighten them any more, nothing surprise them. They had given all they had. History had squeezed them out to
the last drop, had burnt them out to the last spiritual calorie; yet they were still glowing in cold devotion, like phosphorescent corpses.’
Arthur Koestler, Arrow in the Blue, 1945, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Great Terror: A Reassessment, 1990).
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CKMA, UTAITB THCKHH, HEMELJKWA H ELYE KAKOH-TO LTHOK..

‘I am a British, French, American, Japanese, [talian, German and whatever else spy...’*

* ‘Because falling under suspicion was in itself considered a sign of guilt, prisoners were rarely released without serving at least a partial
sentence. Lev Finklestein, a Russian Jew arrested in the late 1940s, had the impression that although no one had managed to invent a
particularly plausible case against him, he had been given a short camp sentence simply in order to prove that the arresting organs never
made a mistake. Another ex-prisoner, S. G. Durasova, even claims that he was specifically told, by one of his investigators, that “we never
arrest anyone who is not guilty. And even if you weren’t guilty, we can’t release you, because then people would say that we are picking
up innocent people.”” Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.
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-TAK 3TOMY EBPEHCKOMY CHOHHETY BYJET JIEMYF BC-
[IOMHATD 0 Y/TIEHCTBE B MHPOBOM WHIIO-MACOHCKOM
3ArOBOPE...

Text on the left wall reads: ‘The plans of the Party are the plans of the people’; text on the back wall reads: ‘If
the enemy doesn't surrender - destroy him. Maxim Gorky’; text on the right wall (partially visible) reads:
‘Communism is the mind, honour, and conscience of our time'.

“This’ll make it easier for this Jewish Zionist to recall his membership in the Judeo-Masonic conspiracy.”
* The authorities believed in the existence of a coalition between Jews and Freemasons to gain world domination, regularly blaming the
Judeo-Masonic conspiracy theory for the shortcomings of their own system. Throughout the book Baldaev reflects this paranoia by giving

exaggerated Jewish characteristics to some of his protagonists.
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HAKAIAHNE 33KA 34 HANATERHE HA IPOKYPOPH
710 HAZI30PY 34 M3 — CMAPHTEIILHOH PYEALKON

Ay

JIPH TYIOM NIENEHAHHH B CHHPHTENLHYAO PYEAUKY » C Y3 JE YROH”
33K BLIJEPHHBRET HE BOSIEE 30-35 MUHYT H IPOCHT /TPC-
YEHHST 3A CBOH JEPIKMY 1T0CTYIIOK...

A straight jacket put on a convict for assault of the prosecutor supervising the UMZ.*

When a straight jacket with a ‘bridle’t was tightened on a convict, he could bear no more than thirty to thirty-
five minutes before he would repent his brazen acts.

* UMZ (Upravlenie Mest Zaklyucheniya) - the Directorate of Imprisonment Facilities

‘Let us try to list some of the simplest methods which break the will and the character of the prisoner... bridling (also known as “the
swan dive”)? This was a Sukhanovka method - also used in Archangel, where the interrogator Ivkov applied it in 1940. A long piece of
rough towelling was inserted between the prisoner’s jaws like a bridle; the ends were then pulled back over his shoulders and tied to
his heels. Just try lying on your stomach like a wheel, with your spine breaking — and without water and food for two days!’ Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973.
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-AAKTIPG ‘lllC’ THMEMY OYKO,6bICTPO BCIIOMANT, KAK BPEZ-
W11 COBETCKON BRACTHH NIAPTHN B HAYYHO-HCCIIEJOBA -
TEJIBCKOM MHCTHTYTE CBOEH KHEEPHETHKOA ...

‘Once we’ve cleaned up his arse, he’ll quickly remember how he damaged Soviet power and the Party with that
cybernetics® of his in his research institute...’

* During the 1950s the fledgling Western science of cybernetics (the comparative study of regulatory mechanisms, which enabled the
construction of the first computers), was mocked by the Soviet propaganda machine as an attempt to replace human beings with robots.
At the same time as Russian scientists were secretly developing their own computers using cybernetic systems, publicly the Western
scientific ideology on which they were basing their work was dismissed as ‘utterly hostile to people and science’, (Mikhail laroshevsky,
Literaturnaia Gazeta, 1952). Many scientists were arrested for working in this officially forbidden area and it was not until the 1960s
that its status as a ‘weapon of imperialist ideology’ was politically revised.
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i 3 SBEFCKHX [IPHEMOB BbIPBATb IPHIHAKHE §
BPAA HAPOJA -, /TEPEKPBIT KHCJIOPG HITH [THIMA...
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B0BPEMS JJONPOCA CIIEYHANIBHBIE PABOTHIKH HKBI, MO/IOTO-
50ALbI LITH KOSTYHBI," B [10MOUb CREJOBATENIIM( YACTO N CAMH
CIELJOBATESIN) OJEBAJIU HA FOSI0BY MEPTBE PE3HHOBLIN ME-
WOK JJ/151 NEPEKPLITHST JbIXAHNA. [IOCTTE HECKOSIKUX TAKHX
MIPHEMOB Y MEPTBbI W/IA KPOBb U3 HOCA, PTA, YUEH...

An example of an atrocious method of extracting confessions from an ‘enemy of the people’: ‘cutting off
the oxygen’, or ‘squeezing the reed’.

During interrogations, a special NKVD brigade (or, sometimes, the interrogators themselves), known as
‘hammerers’ or ‘splitting axes’, put a rubber bag over the head of the victim to temporarily suffocate him. After
this technique had been used a few times, the victim would start bleeding from the nose, ears and mouth.
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LEJTBHO TIOTICATTHBAST KOPOBAM CEHO!CO3HANCS,YTO ToIBPATY.

‘You bastard, former kolkhoz foreman, you wrecked the cows’ hay by mixing it with salt. Confess that you are
an enemy!’
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~[GBOPH, YYEHAS TBAPS, KAK NIPOITOBELOBAJIA BYPIHYIAIH YO
AHTHCOBETCKYI0 JINEHAYKY TEHETHKY HA KAPELPE, HiTH
CENYAC bYTIELb JbIWATH YEPE3 3ALHION JbIPKY...

“Tell me now, you educated animal, about how you preached genetics,” that bourgeois anti-Soviet ersatz
science, in your university department, or you’ll be breathing through your arsehole!’

* Communism rejected theories of hereditary genetics, preferring to follow its officially sanctioned scientist Trofim Lysenko. He
adopted the theory of inheritance of acquired characteristics (perceived as a socialist model in the field of science) over Darwinism,
and was championed by Stalin. Scientific dissent of his work was outlawed in 1948, and many of those who questioned it were
imprisoned. His experiments on methods of increasing agricultural production failed to yield results, and he falsified many of his findings.
Following Stalin’s death in 1953 his influence waned and his work was officially discredited in 1964.
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B rOIbI KYSIbTA APECTOBAHHBIX JOMA, HAPABOTE, BPAI OB
If/lPOﬂ// “TIPH ﬂﬂﬂf ABK E B T/OPbM.‘/ Cﬂ)/{ﬂjlfl B.0TCTOAHNK...

BrroPEmHBIE 0T T dlllill/(l/ "/#I om? BTH/I/(II&#//Oﬂb ﬂ0 45 50 YENDBEK HA 7-3 LYTOK BE3 BOJbIA fHuyH
HIR.J9XO8HOIO CRIOMR: T TECHOTO! H 19X OTb! HEKOTOPBIE SMHPRIIHMH HX TPYMI6I CTOASIH 8 IO THOH
JHOJJCRON MACCE. B TYRNET. BPAIOB HAPOJR "HE NYCKANNH OHH BLIHIMTEHS! B/ CITPRBIISATS
ECTECTBEHHSIE HAROBHOCTH B WTAHBL. CTEHEI, OTCTOAHNKA" [TOKPSIBASTHC BOHIDHEH CIIH31D...

During the reign of the cult of personality, the ‘enemies of the people’ arrested at home or at work were put
into ‘settling tanks’'.

Forty-five to fifty people were crammed into the prison ‘settling tanks’, with an area of ten square meters.” They
were left there without food or water for between one and three days for ‘spiritual breakdown’. Without enough
room or fresh air to breathe some died, their corpses stood upright, squeezed in between other people’s
bodies. The ‘enemies of the people’ were not allowed to use the toilet, and they had no choice but to relieve
themselves without taking their clothes off. The walls of the ‘settling tank’ were covered in foul-smelling slime.

* ‘She told me that it sometimes happens in those crowded prisons that one of the prisoners will have a fit of hysteria and begin to scream,
which spreads to others until perhaps hundreds are screaming uncontrollably. [She] says people who live near the OGPU place in Moscow
have heard the screaming more than once and describe it as terrifying.’” Reader Bullard, Inside Stalin’s Russia: The Diaries of Reader
Bullard 1930-1934, 2000, (edited by Julian and Margaret Bullard).
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ONIHO H3 OTJENEHNA SIGHCKOIO Y60/HOI0 YEXA HKBY-MIB KoKHYg 90X
T'OJJ0B (BTOPAS KPOBABAS BOSIHA CTANMHEKOI O TEPPOPA IOCHE FO-X
TO0B).PACCTPEN, BPAIOB HAPOZA ' JIUTEAHBI 1P, J.4(170JBAIHOE
TIOMELEHHECO CTOPOKb! Y. BOHHOBA.).

One of the departments of the human slaughterhouse of the NKVD-MVD, in the late 1940s (the second wave
of Stalin’s bloody purges after the 1930s). The execution of the ‘enemies of the people’ at 4 Liteiny Prospekt®
in Leningrad, Russia (the basement on the side of Voinov Street).

* 4 Liteiny Prospekt was the address of the headquarters of the NKVD. Referred to colloquially as the ‘Big House', it had an infamous
reputation — few who entered ever left.
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Journey to the Camp

51



B roje/ kT4 COBEPIIERHD BE3BHMHBIY, BRI OB
HAPOJA “10 MHIIIHOHOB STAITHPOBAIY HA KON ING..
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THRTIOYEHHBIX ,BPATOB HAPOJA! HE BbIJEPKABUNK NELHE 3747181 8 COTHN H THICTYH KMAOMETPOB,
KOKHBOH TY/IATH HKBJ PAECTPESIHBAN H3AKANIBIBAN W TEIKAMH PHINYECKH LAABLIX, BONbHEL,
T6ITRBUNNCS BEMATE, 3AXPOMABUNX, COWETUHX & YMA. RAMJEIA 3741 CONPOBOMIANA NOXOPOHKHAST
KOMAHJIA N3 PHINYECKH KPETTRHX 3IKOB HA TIMMEBOM TPAHCIIOPTE C LWAKYEBIM HHCTPYMEHTONM...
TPYITB! XOPOHMIN TORBIMH. W3 THICS M 33K0B K MECTY HAIHAYEHNS TIPUE6IBAID 700-800 YET.

During the years of the cult of personality, ten million innocent ‘enemies of the people’ were transported
to Kolyma.*

Convicts who could not endure deportation marches of hundreds, or even thousands of kilometres, were executed
by the guards of the Gulag. The weak, sickly, or lame, and convicts who tried to escape or went insane, were
shot or stabbed to death with bayonets. Each deportation group had its own burial brigade made up of
physically fit convicts. They travelled on horse-driven carts and were equipped with shovels. The bodies were
buried naked. Out of a thousand convicts, only seven to eight hundred would finally make it to the prison camp.
* The Kolyma region in Russia’s Far East was home to a vast and notorious camp system, developed between 1932 and 1954. An area rich
in natural resources, Gulag labour was used for gold mining and lumbering, as well as road building and construction. It is estimated

half a million prisoners died there in the shocking camp conditions and harsh climate (winter temperatures regularly reach -70° C).
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[lPogama K OHBDEM,,)I{IIBUI' 0 TOBAPA"YI OSIOBHHKAM HA STATIE...
0CoB0 LEHNITHCE JEBYUIKH M KEHUNHEI M3 [IPHERITHRH: JIA~
THIIKH, JINTOBKH, HEMKH, [10JIBKN M SCTOHKH, KOTOPbIX HACH -
JI0BAJTN T+ Py/7/70/'/ HEKOTOPbIE ABTOPHTETHbIE, BOPbI B BAKOHE,
HMEJIH B CBOEA,COBCTBEHHOCTHZ-3 TAKHX 334KH N3, KOHTPSI...

Guards selling ‘livestock’ to convicts during penal transportation.”

Women from the Baltic regions - Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, as well as Germany and Poland — had the highest
value. They were gang-raped by the convicts. Some authoritative ‘legitimate’ thieves! ‘owned’ two or three women
‘contra’ (counter-revolutionary) prisoners.

* ‘Penal transportation’ was the process of deporting criminals to a penal institution.

 The vory v zakone (thieves in law) are ‘legitimate’ thieves who belong to a criminal organisation similar in structure to the mafia. In
the Gulag the authorities generally granted them the status of trustees, giving them complete dominance over those perceived to be
ideologically unsound: political and religious prisoners. They exerted a great influence, acting like a shadow administration. Following
their own strict ‘thieves’ code’, they meted out severe punishments to those within their ranks who broke it. They spoke their own argot
and their bodies were covered by a complex system of tattoos, only understood by the initiated, which were used to display the wearer’s
position within their hierarchy (see: Danzig Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, 11, II1, 2003-2008).



MHAPOJLHIPELATESN” IEPEY OTIPABKOA B PAb

B rofsl CTAIMHYIMA KOMMIHHCTANH BBITH JEMOPTHPOBAHSEI B BOCTOYHLIE H CEBEPHBIE PAAOK

JATHILA, YEYEHE, HHISUN, ANTKAPU, KAPAYAEBULI, KAIMbIKH, TPEKH, TIPKH, KPLIMCKUE TATAPAI, 3,
(M13-3A THBESIH OT HEYESIOBEYECKHX PABCKHX YC/I0BHA). KPOME HEMUYEB H KPLIMCKHX TATAP, GH

The ‘traitor peoples’ before they were sent to slavery in Stalin's Socialist Gulag.

During the Stalin era, Communists deported around two million ethnically non-Russian people to the eastern
and northern parts of the USSR: Finns, Germans, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Chechens, Ingush,
Balkarians, Karachaevs, Kalmyks, Greeks, Turks, Crimea Tartars, Western Ukrainians. After the rehabilitation,
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AITAGHBIE SKPAHHLYbI, /T0/10BHHA KOTOPLIX /TOCTIE PEABH/IMTALIMA HE BEPHYJTUCH HA CBOH 3EM/TH
| PERBHITHTHPOBAHbL, HO HAKA3AHHE TPOJOIINAE TCS -AICE HE TYCKAET HX HA NTPEXHHE 3EMJIA. ..

half of them never returned home, perishing in the harsh and inhumane conditions. With the exception of
Germans and Crimean Tartars, all have been rehabilitated, but the punishment continues — the Communist
Party does not allow them to return home.”

* Baldaev was writing before the fall of Communism.
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KOMMYHHCTbI-610POKPATS] YBHIALBI: JEMOKPATHM, JECSTKOB MUIHOHOB SIGHENA, IPHPORbI H BCE0 MHBOIO...
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Text on the left reads: ‘Daily Life of the MVD Gulag. Communists are murderous bureaucrats. They eradicated
democracy, tens of millions of people, nature, and everything alive..."; verse on the right reads: ‘l remember
that port in Vanino /| And the grim-looking steamboat. / We boarded, walking up the gangway, / Up into cold,
gruesome prisons.*’.

The loading of Gulag slaves in fishing nets onto the Yalta ‘pleasure boat’ in the Vanino port. The boat was bound
for the seaport in Magadan, the capital of the Kolyma prison camp region. Later, due to the high rate of injury,
the nets were replaced with metal cages, with a capacity of fifty to sixty people each.t
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9 1oMHID TOT BAHWHCKUA NIOPT
U 8UT NTAPGXOLJA YIPHOMbIA,
/I'ﬂl( LM Mbl 110 TPATY HA BOPT
B XOJIONHBIE MPAYHBIE TPHIMBI...
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THHH METAITHYECKHMH RIETKAMH BMECTHMOCTSID HA 50-60 YESIOBEA.

* The verse is from a well-known prisoner song, popular in the USSR. Often called ‘“The Anthem of Kolyma Prisoners’, it was written
around 1946 (exact date and author unknown}).

t“In that immense, cavernous, murky hold were crammed more than two thousand women. From the floor to the ceiling, as in a gigantic
poultry farm, they were cooped up in open cages, five of them in each nine-feet-square space. The floor was covered with more women.
Because of the heat and humidity, most of them were only scantily dressed; some had even stripped down to nothing. The lack of washing
facilities and the relentless heat had covered their bodies with ugly red spots, boils and blisters. The majority were suffering from some
form of skin disease or other, apart from stomach ailments and dysentery.” Michael Solomon, Magadan, 1971.
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1937-5351- MACCOBOE H3HACH/IOBAHHE XEHUHH=BPAI0B HAPOJA " HA |

YrOJIOBHHKAMH. HACHIOBASIH CTAPLIX M MOJIOZAbIX.KTO COIPOTHBIIANICS
MHBOT MR YACTH TEJIA.... MACCOBBIE H3HACHTOBAHHSA bbI/TH HA CYXG
MbLTIPOEHB OTCEYHYHO CTEHKY, [1PH TONYCTHTESIBLTBE KOHBOS M LY

1937-1953. Mass rape of women, ‘enemies of the people’, by criminal prisoners on the Tobol steamboat during
the Vanino Port — Nagaevo Bay — Magadan deportation. Both young and old women were raped. Those who tried
to resist were stabbed to death or strangled. Many were stabbed with knives in the vagina, stomach, and other
parts of the body. Mass rapes took place on the Minsk, Yalta, and other cargo ships. The convicts entered the
holds, breaking through the partition walls, with the collusion of the guards and crew.”
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JPOXOJIE . TO60/1"MIPH STATIE (TOPT BAHHHO-55XTA HATAEBO-I-MATAJAH)
bbITH SAPE3AHb), IALYUEHLL, MHOIHM BTEIKATIH HOMH BO BJIATASTHYE,
PYIAX MHAHCK,, TATAH JP TAPOXCTAX. SrONOBHHKH IPOHHKAIH B TPIO-
30/ KOMAKZD... |

* ‘Through the sharp torn edges of the wall, half-naked male criminals poured in, their tattooed bodies glistening with sweat. With
frightening squeals and howls of the sort that medieval hordes must have emitted when attacking a particularly dangerous enemy, the
men grabbed the nearest women and dragged them onto the bunks. The overcrowded hold was again filled with the women’s plaintive
screams and entreaties, which blended with the men’s ululations and whoops... And we witnessed the opening scenes of endless gang
rapes, known among the convicts as the “Kolyma Tram”... Women who resisted were killed on the spot. Many of the convicts were armed
with knives, razors, and spikes and here and there fights flared up among them. From time to time, to the accompaniment of foul obscenities
and cheers, they tossed down corpses from the upper bunks — the women they had tortured to death.” Elena Glinka, The Big Kolyma
Tram, Russian Life, 1988.
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The Gulag System
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1. 3JAHNE ARMHHHC TPALHH
2.Yy kaAcchi BB # CTONI0BAA
3.OTIESIEHHE VTS HHBAJTHA OB
4UTPAPHOH H3013TOP
5. Moer
6.D0716HAHUA M KYXHS
7.ANTEKA, MOYTA, YEH3YPA
8. /IAPEK
9./IPOE3]1-11POXOY B 30HY, YACTb
10.K07, iro3, LIEHTPR BOPOTH
11.Cx7777 CM
12.27IEKTPONORCTARLINA
13.3JAKHHE J1/18 CRELHANTHCTOB
74. [IPOMBIUNIEHHAR 30HA
715.f171AY [1/19 33K08
16. Y50PHAS
17.bAPAK /151 PREOTHHKOB ONIT-HTT
718.0PHUEPCKHUHA BAPAK
19. KA3APMA J/15 COSIRAT BB MB]
20.JRPAM(C OXPAHLI MBJ
21.[THTOMHMK CAYMEBHBIX COBAK
20. M(UIAS 30HA /19 339K08
23.BHYTPEHHHE KITNT
24, BUBSTHOTEKA
25.CEKINS OBLY.NOPATIKA
26.CTOPOMEBAS BbIWKA BBMB]
27 JIERHHK
28.0BOUHON CKNIAR
29./IPOJJYKTOBbLIM CKAAT
30.CT0N0BAS /151 33K08
31. K146
32.CNOPTINCWYARKA
33./l0PTHOBCKAS M CANOMHASR
34.B050KkAYKA
35.KOTENbHASI K NPRYEYHAR
36.KY3HMLA H CIIECAPHAS
37.74P4)X
38.CTO/I9PHASR
39. BELYEBOH CKAIAY
90.6AHS
q1. TEMInYA
42.[TOXAPHAR YACTS
43.K0HIOWHSA H XO3]B0OP
44.CBHHAPHUK
q5. CTPE/IBSMIUYE
46.K/7TRRBHUYE /19 33K 08

62

OTHENDHBIA JTATEPHbIA NYHKT (0NN
on :; —,JEHHAVIBHOE "W3OBPETEHMI

e g T ¥ ¥ o o o
SRS A, i MR LI b g
| CICICCKC] X0 ; » i

o ) —y
i—ﬁ?’f'}x === EEER

el

:

e
A0




YNATA HKBJI-MBZ I COLEPYAHMS 15-2 TbICTYH 35K0B,
(ONMSHNCTOB 110 SMEPLIBIERVID PASCANM TP ATACCOBLX BPAVTE”

'Av
Pt

(AW




-~

A Separate Camp Point (OLP)* of the Gulag of the NKVD-MVD for 1,500-2,000 prisoners.
The OLP was an ‘ingenious’ invention of the Communists for killing ‘class enemies’ through slave labour.

Top left arrow: Entrance to the camp
Bottom left corner arrow: Watch path
1. Administration building

2. Classes for internal troops and canteen
3. Building for the disabled

4. Isolation cells

5. Morgue

6. Hospital and kitchen

7. Drugstore, post, and censorship quarters
8. Vendor stand

9. Entranceway to the camp

10. Checkpoint, central gates

11. Fuel warehouse

12. Power plant

13. Specialists building

14. Industrial zone

15. Drill ground

16. Toilet

17. Barracks for OLP-ITL employees
18. Officers’ barracks

19. Internal troops quarters

20. MVD guards’ garage

21. Kennels for guard dogs

22. Prisoners’ barracks

23. Internal checkpoints
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24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

Library

Internal order section
Watchtower

Icebox

Vegetable warehouse
Foodstuffs warehouse
Canteen for prisoners
Club

Sports grounds

Tailor and shoemaker
Water pumping station
Boilerhouse and laundry
Smithery and metal workshop
Garage

Wood workshop
Clothing warehouse
Sauna

Greenhouse

Fire station

Stables and service facilities
Pigpen

Shooting grounds
Prisoners’ graveyard

* OLP (Otdelney Lagpunkt) — Separate Labour Camp.

trrL (Ispravitelno-Trudovoy Lager) — Corrective Labour Camp.
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CXEMA

PACITONONEHHS PETHOHOB (30H) [YIAIR COIRAHHOI O 10HIONS
79341 no YKA3AHAA TeHTEIOPO UK BXIICS) H B PESYABTATE
DIYTEM TEPPOPA, TEHOUMAA H ANAPTEH]A E5LIH YMEPLBIIEHS]
MHASTHOKbI TPRMGIAH BO HMS CEETSION G EYGYUIES O-ANMMUHKIMA

OcosennoCTH TR/ HKBE-MB]

1. I7IRBHAA OCOBENHOCTS B TOM, YT0 HAYRAGHNK NOAHTOTHENA
TSAIR HEROCPERCTBEHHO NOFYHHEN OProTRENY LK BHIE)-ATCE
HPOPMANIBHO HAYAIS ks [ SIRVA. YK BRITE)-MICE ABASETCS HE-
TTOCPEJICTBERHBIM HTERHBIM BIJOXHOBHTENEM BCEA CHCTEMS/
KOKIAATEPEA H PASCKOIO TPYJA: KIRAKDB "H,BPRI08 HAPORA.
2.HKBJI-MB] 7BNITETCA NOCTYUIHbIM OPYTHEM LK BHINE)-KITCL.

_Pernonbl TYIAMA:
V- Ces3pnnar”®
8-, 3annar’

T JOK3ATNAr”
V- Yrannar” * Q
Y- Cesensnar”

Vi-Cnsnar”

W~ fownar” Killing is no murder!
Vvii-Janscreon

X /leurmaprnar®

Besa cneTema IT'9IAIR HMENA RBE YENH:
1 XAPATERBHOR TOSHTHKOR NPHBECTH K YHHYTONENHIO BONIBIER YACTH I3K0B.
2./K055/MK CPETICTBAMN BAIMOSIKNTS TPYAIVIAHE! IPRBNTENLLTEA.

PLAN

Map of the regions (zones) of the Gulag, created on 10th June, 1934 by a decree of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks. Millions of people died through
purges, genocide and apartheid, in the name of the bright future.

The Italian text reads: ‘The end justifies the means!'.

Distinctive features of the Gulag of NKVD-MVD:

1. The main distinctive feature was that the Head of the Political Department of the Gulag answered directly
to the Organisation Department of the TsK* VKP (b) of the Communist Party. Nominally, he answered to the
Chief Warden of the Gulag. The TsK VKP(b) was the sole ideologist of the entire system of prison camps and
slave labour of the kulaks and the ‘enemies of the people’.

2. The NKVD-MVD was the obedient weapon of the TsK VKP (b).

Gulag Regions:

i Sevzaplag (Northwest)

ii Zaplag (West)

iii Yuzhzaplag (Southwest)
iv Urallag (Urals)
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Il fine giustifica i mezzi!

e
<D OrHeycTAHIOR 3A50TsI KOMMYHHCTOB H TYIAIA CTPAKA MPEBPATHIIACH B 3KOHOMHYECKH
TAMENO 5OMBHOE, 5£3719XOBHOE HArPECCHBHOE IUCYJAPCTBO” B.HEKPACTS

v Sevsiblag (Northern Siberia)

vi Siblag (Siberia)

vii Yuzhlag (South)

viii Dalstroy (Far East)

ix Primorlag (Primorie)

The Gulag system pursued two goals:

1. To exterminate the majority of convicts through punitive policies.

2. To meet the labour quotas set by the government by any means necessary.

‘The tireless efforts of the Communists and the Gulag turned the country into an economically ill, dispirited,
and aggressive state.’ Victor Nekrasov.t

* TsK (Tsentralny Kommitet) - the Central Committee (of the Communist Party).
1 Victor Nekrasov (1911-1987), Russian writer, journalist and editor. An outspoken critic of Stalinism, he was expelled from the
Communist Party in 1973 and emigrated to France in 1974.
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The alphabetical list (far from complete) of the cities and settlements, near which were located ITL
(Corrective Labour Camps), OLP (Separate Camp Points), sharashkas (secret R&D laboratories in the Gulag
system), komandirovkas,* construction sites, service centres, columns, roads, OKB (Special Design
Oftfices), ITK (Corrective Labour Camps / Colonies), and special settlements of the Gulag.

1. Abakan *(vi)

2. Abez-Inta *(i)

3. Aim (viii)

4. Akmolinsk *(vi)
5. Aktyubinsk *(vi)
6. Aleksandrovskoye (vi)
7. Aldan *(vi)

8. Allaykha (viii)

9. Alma-Ata (vii)

10. Andizhan *(v)
11. Arkhangelsk *(i)
12. Askold Isle (viii}
13. Astrakhan *(iii)

14
15

. Asha (iv)
. Ayan *(viii)

16. Baku *(iii)

17. Balychigan *(viii)
18. Belomorsk *(i)
19. Belushye (i)

20. Berezovo (v)

21. Birobidzhan (ix)

22
23

. Bodaybo *(vi)
. Borovichi (ii)

24. Byreya *(ix)
25. Byugyuke (v)

26,
27
28
29
30
31

. Vanz (i)

. Vaygach Isle (i)

. Velsk (i)

. Vereshchagino (v)

. Verkhoyansk *(viii)

. Verkhne-Imbatskoye (v)

32. Verkhne-Uralsk (iv)
33. Verkhny Ufaley *(iv)
34. Veslyana (v)

35. Vilyuisk *(vi)

36
37
38
39
40

. Vitim *(vi)

. Vologda *(ii)
. Volkhov (ii)
. Vorkuta *(i)
. Vytegra *(i)

41. Gorali (v)
42. Gorky *(ii)

43
44,
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

68

. Dzhezkazgan *(vii)

. Dnepropetrovsk *(iii)
. Elabuga (ii)

. Erofey Pavlovich *(vi)
. Zhigansk (v)

. Zayarsk (vi)

. Franz Joseph Land *(i)
. Zyryanka (viii)

. Ivanovo (ii)

. Ivdel *(iv)

. Izhevsk *(ii)

. Izvestkovy (viii)

. Iman (viii)

. Irgiz (vii)

57. Irkutsk *(vi)

58. Ishimbay *(iv)

59. Kagan (vii)

60. Kazalinsk (vii)

61. Kazan *(ii)

62. Kamchatka *(viii)
63. Kandalaksha *(i)
64. Karabash (iv)

65. Karaganda *(vi)
66. Karakas (vii)

67. Karaul (v)

68. Kargopol *(i)

69. Kashin (ii)

70. Kemerovo *(vi)

71. Kzyl-Orda (vii)

72. Kizel *(ii)

73. Kirov (Vyatka) *(ii)
74. Knyazh-Pogost (i)
75. Kozhva (i)

76. Kokchetav *(vi)

77. Kolbashevo (vi)

78. Kolyma *(viii)

79. Commander Islands *(viii)
80. Komsomolsk *(ix)
81. Kondopoga *(i)

82. Kopeisk *(iv)

83. Kostroma *(ii)

84. Kotlas *(i)

85. Krasnovodsk (iv)
86. Krasnoturinsk (iv)
87. Krasnogorsk *(vi)
88. Kuznetsk *(vi)

89. Kuibyshev *(ii)

90. Kuloy (i)

91. Kungur *(iv)

92. Kurgan-Tyube *(vii)
93. Kuril Islands *(viii)
94. Kurya (i)

95. Kustanay *(vi)

96. Kyzyl (vi)

97. Kyusyur (v)

98. Leningrad *(ii)

99. Leninogorsk (vi)
100. Magdagachi (viii)
101. Magnitogorsk *(iv)
102. Mariinsk *(vi)
103. Mayor-Krest (viii)
104. Makhachkala (iii)
105. Medvezhiegorsk (i)
106. Mezen (i)

107. Miass *(iv)

108. Mirnoye (v)

109. Molotov (Perm) *(ii)
110. Molotovsk (i)

111. Monchegorsk (i)
112. Morshansk (ii)

113. Moscow *(ii)

114, Nalchik (iii)

115. Narian-Mar *(i)

116. Nikolayevsk (vi)

117. Nikopol (iii)

118. Nizhniye Kresty *(viii)
119. Nizhne-Tambovsk (viii)
120. Nizhny Tagil *(iv)
121. Novaya Zemlya *(i)
122. Nizhneye Shadrino (vi)
123. Novosibirsk *(vi)

124. Nordvik (v)

125. Norilsk *(v)

126. Ozhogino (viii)

127. Olyokminsk *(vi)

128. Omsk *(vi)

129. Orsk *(iv)

130. Ostashkov (ii)

131. Pakhta-Aral (vii)

132. Penza (ii)

133. Petrozavodsk *(i)

134. Petropavlovsk (vi)
135. Pechora *(i)

136. Plesetsk (i)

137. Podkamennaya Tunguska *(v)
138. Pokur (v)

139. Pokcha (i)

140. Prokopyevsk (vi)

141. Ramenskoye (ii)

142. Revda (iv)

143. Rezh (iv)

144. Rugoozero (i)

145. Savinobor (i)

146. Salekhard *(v)

147. Salyany (iii)

148. Sama (iv)

149. Saransk-Potma *(ii)
150. Sakhalin *(ix)

151. Sverdlovsk *(iv)

152. Svirstroy (ii)

153. Segezha (i)

154, Seychman *(viii)

155. Semipalatinsk *(vi)
156. Solikamsk *(iv)

157. Solovets Islands *(i)
158. Sortavala (i)

159. Srednekolymsk *(viii)
160. Sretinsk (vi)

161, Stalingrad *(iii)

162. Stalino (Donetsk) *(iii)
163. Stalinogorsk (ii)

164. Stalinsk (vi)

165. Stanchik (viii)

166. Starodub (ii)

167. Stolbovoye (viii)

168. Suojirvi *(i)

169. Sukhumi (iii)

170. Suchan *(ix)

171. Syzran *(ii)

172. Syktyvkar *(i)

173. Tavda *(iv)

174. Tayshet-Bratsk *(vi)
175. Tashkent *(vii)

176. Thilisi (iii)

177. Tekyulyak (viii)

178. Tetyushi (ii)

179. Tiksi (v)

180. Tikhvin (ii)

181. Tobolsk *(vi)

182. Totma *(i)

183. Tomsk *(vi)

184. Tula (ii)

185. Tura (v)

186. Turinsk *(iv)

187. Turkestan *(vii)
188. Turukhansk *(v)
189. Tyumen *(vi)

190. Uglich (ii)

191. Ulyanovsk (ii)

192. Ulan-Ude *(vi)

193. Uman (iii)

194. Uralsk (iv)

195. Ust-Vorkuta *(i)
196. Ust-Vym *(i)

197. Ust-Kamenogorsk *(vi)
198. Ust-Kamchatsky *(viii)
199. Ust-Kulom *(i)
200. Ust-Mil *(iii)

201. Ust-Port (v}

202. Ust-Srednikan (viii)
203. Ust-Usa *(viii)

204. Ust-Ukhta *(i)

205. Ust-Shugor (i)

206. Ufa *(iv)

207. Fergana (vii)

208. Frunze (vii)

209. Khabarovsk *(ix)
210. Kholmogory (i)
211. Khonu (viii)

212. Chardzhou (vii)
213. Chelkar (vii)

214. Chelyabinsk *(iv)
215. Chita *(vi)

216. Chkalov (Orenburg) (iv)
217. Chusovoy *(iv)

218. Shadrinsk *(iv)

219. Shcherbakov (ii)
220. Ekibastuz-Ugol (vii)
221. Yakutsk *(v)

222, Yaroslavl (ii)
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n| Murancx v|s| Krocrap v || Camssans! i |07\ YCT5-AAMENOIOPCK ® (VI

| 3a7PCK vi 5| JIEHHHIPAY ® ulwe| Cama v | sl T8~ KAPIYATE NI @ |V

19| SEMIA PPANYA HOCKPA ® | 1 |20 | STEHHHOIrOPLK w || CapaKeK-oTsmA e |u || YeTs-Kynare |1

so| Is/PAHKA viulwe | MATZATAYYH vir®| CAXATHH ® || YoT-Muns i

Note:

* —denotes a group of ITL, ITK or other penal institutions of the Gulag (two to five or more).

iv— a region (zone) of the Gulag [see map on previous pages].

The daily ration of a convict in the Gulag had a nutritional value of 1,300-3,000 calories.

Convicts in the Gulag were divided by the regime into categories — material and psychological conditions. The
regime etched away all traces of individuality and turned people into robots with the highest labour productivity.

* komandirovka - ‘business trip, assignment’, a place outside a prison camp where convicts worked (construction site, lumber mill, etc.).
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DOJIBIIEBHKH TTEPBLIMH B MUPE COSLATIH CHCTEMY PABCKHX
TPYHOBBIX APMUA TYJIATA, YErO, KAK H3BECTHO, HE BbbI/10
1IPH YAPU3ME. B LOJIOBELIKOM JIATEPE HAYASIYCH IKLC/IE -
PHUMEHTI I10,PACYENIOBEYHBAHHNIO” JIFOJEA CAMbIMH ME-
CTOKHUMHU METOZAMU B , JIATEPHYA TTblJIb"..

The Bolsheviks were the first in the world to create slave-labour armies in the Gulag system, which had not
existed in czarist Russia. The Solovki® prison camp was where the experiments in the ‘dehumanization’ of people
began, and where the most brutal methods were used to crush people into ‘prison camp dust’...T

* See page 15.

1 As well as coping with the harsh realities inside the camps, there was also a considerable shortage of tools in the working zones. It was
common for (usually frozen) earth to be dug using bare hands. Workers were forced to improvise their own implements from whatever
was at hand, basic picks and hammers were fashioned from stone, metal and woed. Shaped by a combination of work and frostbite, hands
quickly became impossible to use with any dexterity, or even to open out flat.
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TYSIAMOBCAAS WYTHA HAZ BHOBb [TPHELIBLIMM
ITAMNOM 3AKSIIOYEHHLIX;TOLAATS TAPA”

e = == =

ol . = L
I yCcnoKoerns TTPUEbIBLMX H BO3MYLYAROLNXCA ROMIHM OMUTRHHEM 8
LOTCTOAHNKE TIEPEL TPHEMOM 3TANA BHTA, 33K08 11PH MOPO3E F0-90

DETHBANTH C BbILURH BOJOH H3 [TOMKAPHOIO LWAAHIA W 1710 YEMOTPEHNID
(7TPOH3BO/7Y) HAYAIIBLTBA YEPE3 Z-TYALA OBIIEJEHEBLINX BESIH 8 3OHY...

A Gulag prank called ‘adding steam’ being played on newly arrived prisoners.

To pacify the newly arrived prisoners, who expressed their indignation with the long stay in the ‘settling tank’
before they were let into the camp, they were hosed with water from the watchtower when it was 30° to 40° C
below freezing. Two or three hours later — their clothes frozen to their bodies — they might be allowed inside
the zone,” depending on the whim of the prison authorities.

* A ‘zone’ was the prisoners’ word for any prison, camp or restricted area where they were made to work (lumbering or mining for example).
They referred to the Soviet Union as the ‘big zone’, believing the Communist Party’s power structure to be identical to that of the ‘legitimate
thieves’ who ruled the ‘little zone’ — the Gulag (see page 202).
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Bbi50P PABBIH-JIHIEOBHAL H3 HOBOIO STAITAMNS, YC-
SIEHOB CEMEN ), BPAOB HAPGHA HAYANELTBOM HTJL...

MEHUHHBI-,BPAIH HAPOZA " TPOXOINY OCMOTP TEPE] OTEOPOYHOAROMHECHER 110 PAC. TIPEJESIEHHID
HA PABOTE! FONbIMH. TOHPABHBUHXCS M. ERUNH HANPRBIAIN B XO30ECYY T4 EPA, IIE OHH

CTRHOBHSINC IFIEOBHHLYAMH, [1PH OTKAIE HANPABAZSIN HA AECOIIOBAN U JP TAMENBIE PUINYECKHE
PRBOTS! HITH CAMAIN 8 LIH3D 34,IPOBHHHOCTS “H MOPHIIHN 1 OI0F0M X T1.

Prison authorities select slave mistresses from newly arrived Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland.*
Sign on the wall reads: ‘Selection Board’. The newspapers on the desk are: Izvestiya and Pravda.

Women ‘enemies of the people’ appeared before the job assignment selection board naked. Those who caught
the eye of the board members were sent to in-house jobs in prison camps and became the board members’
concubines. If the women refused, they were assigned to lumbering or other hard labour, or locked up in isolation
cells (for ‘violations’), starved, etc.

* During the Great Purge (1936-1938), NKVD Order Number 00486 of 15th August 1937, allowed the wives and children of ‘enemies
of the people’ (Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland) to be imprisoned in labour camps. Those under fifteen years old were

placed in special orphanages for children of ‘enemies of the people’.
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OBbICK-LWMOH" [TPHEBIBIWErD 3TAMA 3AKIIYEHHBIX...

B KAXJJOMHTJ1 B TEYEHHE CYTOK TPOH3BOLH/THCH O05b/CKH -
HCKAJIH 3ATTPEUEHHOE, CYUTAITH 39KOB, Bb/SB/755 PAK-
Tbl [IOErA, CMEPTH, Y6HUCTB...

Sign on the left reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; sign on the right reads: ‘The Gulag of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR is the Educator of Pris[oners]'.

The shmon® of the newly arrived...
Throughout the day, each prison camp organised searches. The guards looked for illegal items, counted the
prisoners, and established the facts of escape attempts, deaths and murders.

* shmon — ‘search’ in criminal argot.
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Life
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HECMOTPS HEARCKHE YCA08HS B TYITATE XH3HD BCE XKE BPAJIA CBOE... -
JH BIHIBSIANNCS, THCASIH THCMA, RPH3HABASICS B IHOBBH... [IOCTTE OCB0-
bOXTERNA MERHIHCH,PACTHIIH JETEN...

Sign on the building reads: ‘Glory to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union!".

Despite the inferno that the Gulag was, life went on. People fell in love, wrote notes to each other, confessed
their feelings. After they were released,” they got married and brought up children.

* Even after being granted their freedom, for various reasons inmates often found it difficult to leave the Gulag. For some the long journey
home from their remote exiles was simply too daunting; for others too much time had elapsed, and they felt they couldn’t rebuild their
‘past’ lives outside the system; still others found themselves in positions of power that they could never have achieved outside camp
circumstances — they might become ‘free workers’ or even guards; some were released but forbidden to leave.
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YIS0 ET SHESAMNE BOPIBCANN MR

'g)'\ s - ”~ ! | VB~ | '.ka‘

7 L 25 . _/‘,,:"» T - —— =727
flacne Yxaza 8L CLLP o1 06.0279471 8 HI/I T4AAI7 H3 BCYMIEHNOIX O5PAIOBRNHEE TPH KPYITHLIX
JMACTH (MPHHAGRENHOCTS K ONPERENIEHOMY IPECTYITHOMY KOHTHHIEHTY );,80PbI.CYKH"H
STIHHRHTTOCTIE RAMHHHCTPRUYNH HINITYIRIA2-F BARCTOIO BbISIH BOPSI H.CYKN'Y KOTOPSIX
LTSNHKH EOIIN B IPHTECHENHOM IONOWEHNH, B TOM YHENE H,BPATH HAPOJA' HBTOPHTETHSIE
YIONOBHHKK HE PREOTANIH, HMES,, BOPOBCKHX MYMHKOB™3INOB, KOTOPLIE OTJABRIH HITYALTS
fIPOLIEHTOB BbIPREOTKM M 3APABOTKA 3R T0,4YT0 OHH OEEPEMAITHAXOT MPHTECHEHHH CO
CTOPOHbI JIP. YIOSI0BHHKOB. KAMHHHCTPRYNA H TN TSIAIR SMEIUTERHD CTRBHAA HAJ 6PHIAJAMA
LTIHHROB BPHIAJHPAMH 5YPOB = YT ONOBHHKDB JIN1A OCYUECTBAEHHS 3BEPCKOA IKCANYATAYNA...

A bugor* gives orders to his muzhiks.t

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, three large ‘suits’ (groups) of criminals
were formed: thieves, ‘bitches’, and muzhiks. The second echelon of power of the Gulag, underneath the
administration, were the thieves and ‘bitches’,} who oppressed the muzhiks. The ‘enemies of the people’ shared
the fate of the muzhiks. Authoritative criminals did not work. Muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota
in their favour, in exchange for protection from other criminals. The administration of the Gulag intentionally
appointed bugors as foremen of muzhik crews to facilitate the brutal exploitation of the latter.

* bugor — a ‘brigadier’. A prisoner (usually a criminal ‘authority’), who was placed in charge of a brigade of workers by the administration.
They were responsible for their brigade’s work quota and were exempt from physical labour.

1 muzhik - a ‘peasant’, a low ranking thief.

¥ bitches ~ criminals who had sided with the authorities, taking trusted positions in the camp to escape its rigours (see page 82).



IPHTIYPRH - 4ACTb NIPHBHIIETMPOBAHHbIX 33K0B...

BTYIATE, IPHIYPKAMK  HA3BIBATHES 3IKH, BbINONHABLUME BHY TPHXOIRHET-
BEHHBIE PALOTEI B HTNT: NOBAPA, KYXOHHBIE PABOYHE, KITAJOBUHKY, INERTPHRA,
MOTOPHCTbI, KYEOBBIE, SAHUIHKH, S50PUHKY NOMELYEHHA H T SIPHTYPKY OCBO-
BOMJANHCH OT D5UNX PREOT HA LIAXTAX, JIECO3ATOTOBKAX H T0.Qunt OYEHS JO-
POMHITH MECTOM,TK. 370 ND3BOSSNO HM BbIMATS 8 ALCKHX YCAOBHIAX...

‘Fools’ - some of the privileged prisoners.

. ok . 0 . . . . " .
Pridurki”— ‘Fools’ in the Gulag were prisoners who were employed in jobs within the prison camp: cooks, kitchen
)y J
workers, warehouse workers, electricians, car mechanics, boiler servicemen, sauna workers, janitors, etc.
‘Fools’ were free from general labour in mines, lumbering, etc. They cherished their jobs, as they allowed them
to survive in otherwise unbearable conditions.

* This name is derived from their ‘fooling about’ — working cushy jobs, rather than doing hard labour. Most were criminals, as they were
deemed to be ‘socially acceptable’, unlike the ‘politicals’ (after 1930 camp authorities were forbidden to give any administrative work
to political prisoners).
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B TYJTE 33KH-,BPATN HAPOA,HE BbLJEPHAB H3YBEPCTBH
H CAIHIM, IMBILUTEHHO EPOCAIHCD B 3ANPE THIND 30KY..

: , W\

BPHIRIHPANN s 54 PANN AT 33K AMIH BRALAMIH HAPOTA'B [ IHIE WETO HAZHAY)

TEM EONWE 3T0 YCTPAHBATIO AJMHHHCTPRUYHID SIRTEPR..YPKI "0 CEOEMY CAMOTYPLTEY IONHEHILEMY NPONIBONY SACTABARNINH 3IK08.MOF
YrPO3OR NIEHERHA H CMEPTH..[RPHNP XRBATL-ECTS YENDBEYECKHE HEMPAMHENHS, TIHTS MOYY, COCATS I0NI0BOK YAIEH, UENDBRTS HAHIATL

HOIKO RHANTEHOE OTBEPCTHE, Al TRKIKE 3ACTRBARSH PREOTATS BE3 OTJJ6IXA CBLIXOFNbIX) O 12-16 YAL OB, OTEHPRAN TOCOITKH CNPOJYKTAIH,
DREK, XOPOWYAD OREMTSY, 0598, [IPEIME TS/... HAMANOESI 3INOB HAYANILCTBO I'YSIAIR HE DEPAUIAIO WIKAROIO BHHMAKHHA, H BCE 3T0

TPOHEXOTHAO & HX COINACHA. MANTOELYHK H HAKAIOIBRIHCS.

Having had enough torture and sadistic treatment in the Gulag, the ‘enemies of the people’ intentionally
entered the forbidden zone.*
Text on the wall reads: ‘The Gulag is the best correctional institution for criminals in the world.' Minister of
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria'.

In the Gulag, bugors, the foremen of the prisoner brigades made up of ‘enemies of the people’, were often urkas
— authoritative criminals. The crueller they were, the more it satisfied the prison administration. Urkas
exercised their power by making prisoners, under penalty of severe beating or death, ‘gobble the garnish’, i.e.
eat human excrement, drink urine, perform oral sex, kiss and lick the ‘cornhole’, i.e. the anus. Urkas also forced
them to work without days off for twelve to sixteen hours, took away parcels with food, daily rations, clothing,
footwear and personal possessions. The Gulag authorities ignored the prisoners’ complaints. Everything
happened with their consent. Those who complained were punished.

* ‘First they disentangled Romashev from the wire... When nothing more held the body, Shved and the warder held the body still for a
moment, head down, and then let it drop, and we heard Romashev hit the ground with a sickening thud. A low hiss, half sigh and half
exclamation travelled through the compound. And then at once a dreadful din broke out - shouts, protests, hysterics almost. I myself
saw several cons — old Kolyma and Vorkuta hands - break down in tears. Torture and starvation had never managed to squeeze tears out
of men like this, but now they wept with mortification and impotent rage.’ Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969.
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e ?}. { otz E T AR
BbiB0J 34 30HY HTJ1 1G]] KOHBOEM APTHCTOB-33K08 B TOM YUCTTE H

SACTIKEHHBIX, 117 JAYA KOHLEPTA B MECTHOM TAEMHOM [10CETI-

KOBOM KTYBE.BO BPEMSA KOHLIEPTA OXPAHA C OPYINHEM U CITYMES -

HOH COBAKOA PACITONATASINCD HA CLEHE 34 KYTHCAMAH B 3AVIE ..

Guards take convicted musicians, including Zasluzhenny Artists” outside the prison camp to give a concert in
a taiga village. Guards with guns and watchdogs were present during the concert — on the stage, behind the
stage and in the audience.

* Zasluzhenny Artist (also translated as Meritorious, Merited, Distinguished, or Honorary Artist) — was an honorary title in the Soviet
Union which was awarded for exceptional achievements in the performing arts.
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TIOET KPEMOCTHAS AKTPHCANTI TYIAIA: -Poccns sos-
HAS, CTPAHA NTIPEKPACHAS, COBETCKMA KPAH MOS 3EM/IS...

7

- UTI( yﬂﬂ ITA NEBHYKA? XOPOII/D CTEPBA MOET...

-3 IEHHMHIPAZICKOIG TEATPA, 10 58:1!HX K HBAHOBY TPOHXIACITY KEHHBIX IPHI HAJH,
NIPULLIOCH 3A HEE NI9Th 33YEK QTHATH: TPHU IOPTHHXH, BYXITASNTTEPLIY H [TOBAPHXY,

KOTOPASA HA BOJIE B PECTOPRHE PABOTAJIA, HO TEITEPb Y HAC ECTb CBOA APTHCTAA...

A slave singer of the Gulag prison camp sings: Russia is the land of freedom / Beautiful land / My land, the
Soviet land.

‘Where’s she from? The bitch knows how to sing!’

‘She’s from a theatre in Leningrad, doing time under Article 58." Ivanov got three of them, all “Honoured Artists.”
I'had to give him five cons for her: three seamstresses, one accountant, and a cook — she worked in a restaurant
out of prison. And now we have our very own singer.’

* Article 58 of the Penal Code of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic of 25th February 1927, dealt with anti-Soviet activities,
counter-revolutionary activities, treason, espionage, undermining of state industry and transport (sabotage), terrorism, non-reporting
of counter-revolutionary activities, etc. Prisoners convicted under Article 58 were known as ‘political prisoners’, their sentences were
usually long (up to twenty-five years) and could be extended without trial.
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BHYTPHIATEPHAS BOAKA MEMTYATEAHBIMY BOPIMY
B3AKTHE M OTKONOBUNMHCS BOPAMU-CYHAMH ..

%

Tlocne Yxa3n NBC CCLPaT B6.0219471 (TJE EPOKH 3R KRPANH, [ PASEMH,PA3EOH 5blITH ONPERENEHDI 10 20-25 SIET) /7P0-
H3OWEN PACKON B Y1 OSI0BHOM MHPE. YACTS B0POB B 3ANOHE ; YTOBbI BLIMHTS B YCADBHAX [YNIAIA,CTANIA PASOTATS,
HHMARMHHHCTPAYHS HTTT JESIANIA 3RYETbI 1=3,T.E.N0 HCTEYEHHH 1/3 CPOKA 33K O5PETAN CBOE0]Y. HIERHBIE
BOPbI B SAKOHE (KOTOPbIE,COrIACHO BOPOBCKHM HE ITHCAHNSIM 3RKOHAM H lIPABHIIAM, OTKA3LIBANHCL OT
PRBOTS!) CTANIH HA3BIBATS PREOTAIOUINX BOPOB.CYKRMH ™ [IPEJATENIAMH, BOPOBCKHX 3AKOHOB, M MEMTY HHMH
HRYRTIACD HENPHMHPHMAS BPAXTIA. BHTN [STTAIA BbIMH CYYAH, ROTJIA IIPH CXBATKAX HIEAHBIX, BOPOB 8
3AKOHE "H.CYR"IOTHERIIO 10 501 BONEE 33KTB. HAYANGCTBO [YSIAIA JEACTBEHHBIX MEP HE RPHHHMANAOD. .

Internal warfare between ‘idealist, legitimate’ thieves, and traitor ‘bitch’ thieves.

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, which introduced a punishment for theft
and robbery of twenty to twenty-five years imprisonment, the criminal world divided into two camps. In order
to survive in the Gulag, some of the ‘legitimate’ thieves began to work. The prison administration introduced
a system of incentives for them, which was called ‘one for three’. It was possible for the prisoner to be
discharged after only a third of his imprisonment term had elapsed. The ‘idealist’, ‘legitimate’ thieves, who refused
to work (in accordance with their thieves’ code of honour), called the working thieves ‘bitches’ and traitors to
the code. Relentless warfare broke out between them. There were incidents in the history of the Gulag prison
camps when fifty or more prisoners were killed in fights® between ‘legitimate’ thieves and ‘bitches’. The Gulag
authorities did not take action against such fights.

* See page 198.
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BT YIAIE BAaTAPH=BOPSI B 3AKTHE “55LTH B [IPHBHIIEI MPY-

Yranosuuin BIYIAE 6614 10 NOTOKEHHI HA TPHIIOPS KA BSIWE, BPA-
OB HAPOJA HBTOPHTETHEIE HEOJHORPATHO CYFHIMBIE BOPSI B IAROHE, KAK
[IPABHIIO,HE PRSOTANH, MEJIKHE BOPI-, LIECTEPKH "BOLIH 4 HHX 8 YCNIME -
KA, A 39K N B5ITOBHKH -~ BOPOBLRHE MIMHKN, OTJABANH NTPOUEHTS! BbIPA-
BOTKH. SroROBHHKH NOMOrAIH YHHYTOMATS . BPAIOB HAPOZA "BHTNINM/A...

‘Legitimate’ thieves in the Gulag were as privileged as modern-day bureaucrats.

Criminal prisoners” in the Gulag ranked three times higher than the ‘enemies of the people’. Authoritative or
‘legitimate’ thieves with numerous previous convictions usually did not work. They had shesterkast (underlings
or minions) working for them. The muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota in favour of the authoritative
thieves. Criminals helped eradicate the ‘enemies of the people’ in the Gulag prison camps.

* Here Baldaev clearly shows the tattoos that the criminals used to display their rank and history. Tattoos were also used as a statement
against the authorities: ‘... there wasn’t a clear spot on his whole face. On one cheek he had “Lenin was a butcher” and on the other it
continued: “Millions are suffering because of him”. Under his eyes was: “Khrushcheyv, Brezhnev, Voroshilov are butchers”. On his pale,
skinny neck a hand had been tattooed in black ink. It was gripping his throat and on the back of the hand were the letters CPSU, while
the middle finger, ending on his adam’s apple, was labelled KGB.’ Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969.

t shesterkas - literally ‘sixes’. The six is the lowest card in a standard Russian thirty-six card deck.
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-Kypanany TaHEWS, Kﬂh’fPﬂ’ YePE3 ﬂfﬂfﬂfﬂ JY6A ,ﬂﬂlﬂb 4£My£11/£ ﬂE/(/IPL’TBU JAA...
[TIABHBIM CIIEUHATHCTOM B BOSTBHHYAX HTJ] 6bIST MEJBPAT N3 3/K.LCITH OH BbUTH3
BbITOBHKOB, TO C/fﬂﬁ)/(ﬂﬂﬂf/fﬂPL’TBﬂM/l///IPO,W/(THMI/yfﬂﬂﬂBﬂﬂ/fOB-ﬁﬂﬂDBﬂﬁHleﬂffflf
KPACHOra KPEMIIS, A,BPATH HAPOJA NHTEJIHIEHTAI, PABOYHE U TJELUIH OBJE/IEHbL...

Signs on the wall read (left to right): ‘Do not spit on the floor!’, graffiti added underneath: ‘But spit on the
Communist Party!’; ‘Wash your hands before you eat!’; ‘Brush your teeth!'. The patient in the nearest bed holds
a copy of the newspaper ‘Pravda’.

‘Keep your paws to yourself, counter-revolutionary! You’re going to kick the bucket in a week anyway, so you
don’t need medicine.’

The chief medical specialist in prison camp hospitals was a nurse, who was also a prisoner. If he was one of
the bytoviks," he brought medicine and food to other criminals, the spoiled children of the Red Kremlin. The
‘enemies of the people’ — the intelligentsia, workers, etc. — were deprived of such ‘luxuries’.

* bytovik — a criminal prisoner. An inmate who has been sentenced for a criminal act (murder for example), but is not a professional
criminal and doesn’t actually belong to the ‘true’ criminal world.
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AeBYIUIKH 1 XEHIUHbLI He HMEeATe NOJIoBbI
CBA3€M C IeCEHAHKAMH-BAC MAVT AOMA

DHYEM MEHCKNX HT-HTK [SIATH-SHTIIK-YM3 H COBPEMERKOIQ
HTY ABNIARITCS, KOE/IbI-AKTHBHBIE MYKEGHOEHIE JIECEH -
SHKM,H3-3A KOTOPBIX [IPOHCXOHSIT CCOPSIN BPAKH MEMHTY TAC-
CHBHbIMH JIECEHAHKAMA...

Text at the top reads: ‘Girls and women, do not engage in sexual affairs with lesbians! Someone is waiting
for you at home’.

The scourge of women’s camps in the Gulag system, as well as modern-day prisons, were koblas — active,
masculine lesbians. They were the cause of skirmishes and fights between passive lesbians.
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HOYHOA DBBICK-LIMOH'B WEHCKOM BAPAKE HTY THIAIA € LENbIO H3BATHA
Y BOPOBOK H X KOIUTBI-)KYYEK HAPKOTHK OB, HOMEM, OITACHBIX PHTB,CINPT-

HOro, OPHOrPAPHH H TJL.TAKHE ObBICKH BTYIIIE IPOBLTHINCS PETYITP-
HO B MEHCKHUX H MYMEKHX 30KHAX.

A night search in a women’s barrack of the Gulag in order to confiscate drugs, knives, razor blades, alcohol,
pornographic materials, etc. from female thieves and their zhuchkas.” Such searches were common in both the
men’s and women’s prisons of the Gulag.

* zhuchkas — small dog or mongrel; the name given to female accomplices.
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Death
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BbI5POC TPYIIOB 3AKHIYEHHBIX-YEHTEIX H YMEPLINX B
TPFOMAX 11APOX0RA-B OXOTCKOE MOPE [1PH STAITE C MATE-
PHKA B BYXTY HArAEBO-ror. MArAZAH...

Throwing prisoners bodies overboard. They either died or were killed in ship’s holds* during deportation from
the mainland to Nagaevo Bay in Magadan, in the Sea of Okhotsk.

* Hoses were often used by the guards to control their human cargo. In Kolyma Tales Varlam Shalamov recalls how on 5th December
1947, this method was employed to put a stop to 3,000 convicts who, during their journey to Magadan, had mutinied aboard the
steamship Kim. At 40° C below freezing, those that didn’t die suffered third- and fourth-degree frostbite.
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HPAITIArE KRPABAW. C5POC TPYIIOB 3/K B CTBOJ CTAPOLIAX-
Tb1. TAKUX , MOrMIIbHNKOB" HA HEOBbSITHbIX 1POCTOPAX T SJIAIA
bblIN COTHH.A 3T0 10 CHX 110P .S OCTANHA" KOMMYHHCTOB . ..

Urallag-Karabash. Bodies of dead prisoners being dumped into a shaft of an old mine. There were hundreds
of such ‘sepulchres’ (tomb or burial vaults) throughout the limitless territories of the Gulag. This fact is still
regarded as ‘top secret’ by the Communists.”

* All the drawings in this book were made by Baldaev during the Communist period. Following the failed coup of August 1991, realising
that the end of the regime was imminent, the security forces of the KGB and MVD attempted to destroy incriminating evidence held
in their archive.
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.S’A’ﬂlﬂﬁ’ﬂ 7'P.l//705 BPATOB /7’/4/”0]/47 "B,,i/’//’fﬂﬂﬂﬂb/////l’. .

p I/’/Mﬂﬁﬂllb/#fﬁ// =/ ﬂMb/ 05/’.43084///7%/5 3 8£ ‘///0” M[P:?//&-
TE NIYTEP NIPHMEHEHHA B3PLIBYATRH: JHHAMHTA, TO/1Y0/0A
H AMMOHATIA, BMECTHMOCTLII OT JECATRA JO COTEH TPY/T08.

Dumping of the corpses of ‘enemies of the people’ in an ammonalnik.

Ammonalniks were pits made in the permafrost using dynamite, TNT, or ammonal explosives. They
accommodated tens or hundreds of thousands of dead bodies.”

* “The mountain had been laid bare and transformed into a gigantic stage for a camp mystery play. A grave, a mass prisoner grave, a stone
pit stuffed full with undecaying corpses from 1938 was sliding down the side of the hill, revealing the secret of Kolyma... All of our loved
ones who died in Kolyma, all those who were shot, beaten to death, sucked dry by starvation, can still be recognised even after tens of
years. There were no gas furnaces in Kolyma. The corpses wait in stone, in the permafrost.’ Varlam Shalamov, Kolyma Tales, 1980.
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BHINTITIA 1TOCTE OYEPETHOH SKTTATRH TPY/I08-
HYBAPEN, MMYPHROB" B LITABEIIA 4 kﬂﬁ;}fﬂ...

B CEBEPHEIX HTTITYIATA: KPACHOSPCKOM KPAE, A’amflé’ﬂ/’ HA KOSOIME H TP, PETHONRX, 10 NPHYHHE 5OSbIWOH CMEPTHOCTH
33K08 OT TAWENOH PREOTSI; HEJJOEJAHHS, BOMESHEH M BHYTPHIIATEPHOIO TEPPOPA, TPYIT) B IHMHEE BPEMS H3-3A
TPYJHOCTH 3AXOPOHEHHS CRITAREIBANIHCS B LUTAEENIA 8 LBOEOEPASHBIX CRAAJAX! A C HACTYIAENHEM BECHS!

FAXOPRHHBRIINCE EE3 OJIEXIb! 8 AMMONARBHHKRX,' TONHIIHCS 8 BONOTAX H CHHIANHCS. , KRIJIER* KAPUER WTPAPHOH
H3ONATOP B CAPAE NITH IETHEH TRNIATKE, KOTOPSIA HE OTARMHBANCA NIPH MOPO3AX 30-60°..

The Gulag Corrective Prison Camp after stacking corpses ‘dubars’, ‘zhmuriks'* by the kandey.
Text on the building reads: ‘Kandey. Long Live Communism and Death to Its Enemies!'.

In the northern prison camps of the Gulag system — Krasnoyarsk Region, Komi ASSR, Kolyma and others —
many prisoners died from hard work, malnourishment, disease and inhumane treatment. Because burying them
was problematic, the bodies were stacked like logs. When spring came, the bodies were buried naked in
ammonalniks, sunk in swamps, or burned. The kandey is a slang word for the isolation cell. Barns or tents were

sometimes used as isolation cells. They were unheated even when the temperatures outside fell as low as 30°
to 60° C below freezing.

* dubars, zhmuriks - various slang terms for the dead (eg: ‘stiff’).
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a 7/ /IPﬂB/fﬂ )/(M.‘/PﬂKOB HA I70£'£'ﬂ£/7'l/£ 8 CEBEP/fb/I'I ﬂfﬂaﬁlf -
TbIA OKEAH - YTOM/IEHHE SAMOPOXEHHbBIX TPHIT08 SAK/IO-
YEHHBIX [IPOPYEH CHEHPCKOH PEKA.

‘Stiffs’ being sent to a ‘settlement’ in the Arctic Ocean. The frozen corpses of prisoners are disposed of
through a hole in the ice of a Siberian river.
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KON6IMCKHI KPad - YCBHTTT (YrPABAIEHME CEBEPO-BOCTOYHBIX
« KOMITOCTHPOBAHHME MO3I0B (YEPEMYLEK) - /IPOLIbIPSIB/INBAH!
OCTPHEM JIOMA YEPENOB TPYII0B 3AK/THOYEHHBIX [IEPE] BbIBO3L
KOBTYJIAIA, HET TEX NPECTYNNIEHHHA, ABAHTIOP, [TIOJ/T0CTH, /T

Text on signs (left to right) reads: ‘Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner’; ‘Fuel Warehouse’; ‘Checkpoint
No.2'; ‘Forward, to Communism!’; ‘Glory to the Communist Party!’; ‘To Freedom with a Clear Conscience!'.
Portraits at the gate: Karl Marx (left) and Vladimir Lenin (right).

‘Brain (skull) punching.’ Holes were made in the skulls of (dead) prisoners with a special hammer (a ‘puncher’)
or the pointed end of a crowbar, before they were taken out of the camp to be buried. According to political
prisoners of the Gulag, party bureaucrats would stop at no crime, infamous deed, abomination, or lie."!

* Baldaev is incredulous about this procedure, which was undertaken not to ensure that the victims were dead (this was already
obvious), but because the administration wanted them ‘double dead’ — an outrageous and absurd act.

96



HACBOBOTY C YUETOH COBECTDY

o 0D ¢ A W

RN
H

o e o

ol =T N A
D e 4B PR ¥ U

CMIPABHTEJIbHO - TPYZI0BbIX JIATEPEH HA [IPABAX, [7IABKA) [YJIATA.
CIIELNASIBHBIM TPOBOAHNKOM = KOMIAGC TEPOM "(MOSIOTKOM) A/TH
\M3 30HbI HTTT 17189 3AXOPOHEHHNS. 10 MHEHNHD BbIBLUHX N10/THT33~
WIEPEL KOTOPLIMH MOTTIH bbl OCTAHOBATHLS [TAPTOKPA 7h/...

T After they had been stacked like timber in an open-sided sled until enough had accumulated for a mass burial in the camp cemetery,
they were loaded, naked, onto sledges, heads on the outside, feet inside. Each body bore a wooden tag, a birka, tied to the big toe of the
right foot, bearing its name and number. Before each sledge left the camp gate, the nadziratel, an NKVD officer, took a pickaxe and smashed
in each head. This was to ensure that no one got out alive. Once outside the camp, the bodies were dumped into transeya, one of several
broad ditches dug during summer for this purpose. But as the number of dead mounted, the procedure for making certain they were
dead changed. Instead of smashing heads with a pickaxe, the guards used a szompol, a thick wire with a sharpened point, which they
stuck into each body. Apparently this was easier than swinging a pick.” Edward Buca, Vorkuta, 1976.
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Hard Labour
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MEHUHHEIZBPATH HAPOJA” OTPALATHIBAOT BJIAMEPE ,
CBOH ,BHHY" [TEPE]] [TAPTHEH H COBETCHKHM HAPOZONM...

Women ‘enemies of the people’ work off their ‘guilt’ before the Communist Party and the Soviet People in the
prison camp.
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JIOBEYECTBA YMEPTBHIIH B SACTEHKAX HKBI-MIB 1B | S/IA E
MHJUTHOHb] MEHIUNH K SNAYEK,, BPAI OB HAPORAH YCHP [0-
JI040M, XONIOR0M, 5AJIESHAMA H PABCKAM TPSHOM ..

Communists were vehement enemies of freedom, democracy and all humanity. In the prisons of the NKVD-
MGB and the Gulag, they were responsible for the deaths of millions of women, kulachkas,” ‘enemies of the
people’ and Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, from starvation, cold, disease and slave labour.

* kulachka - the wife of kulak (see page 102).
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COFEPYARNE 33K0B-5PH/ 08 HIPOJA Mo//%//x,wx
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7/76' 70 ﬂP/fﬁbIBﬂ///E HA CEBEP 3741761 3IKOB H3-3R OTCYTCTBHA 54PIA’05
B MOP0O3b1490-50° 3ATOHSIH HA HOYb B 5IMbl, A lh’fM OHH CTPOHITH 77
CEB S HOBLIA W M3 THICSTYH , BPAT 08 HAPOYRA “H ., KITAKOB “8 TRANY
YCSI0BHSAX JO TENINIA BblHHBAIIO HE 5OSIEE 250 YESIOBEKR...

‘Enemies of the people’ were kept in deep pits.

Often, convicts who had just arrived in the north were kept in pits for the night, because there were not enough
barracks available. The temperature outside was 40° to 50° C below freezing. During the day, they built new
ITL" barracks for themselves. In these conditions, out of every thousand ‘enemies of the people’ and kulaks,
no more than two hundred and fifty survived to see the warmer seasons.}

* ITL: Ispravitelno-Trudovoi Lager - literally ‘Corrective Labour Camp’.

A kulak (literally ‘fist’ in Russian) was a peasant wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labour. The kulaks tried to resist Stalin’s
collectivization. Many were arrested, exiled, or killed.
$In the early thirties labour camps spread over the territory of the USSR, especially the arctic regions. The prisoners built railways,
roads, industrial complexes and cities around them; they manned the construction works and coal, lead, and gold mines, as well as the
development of whole regions, like the gold-rich frigid Kolyma. The worst lot was that of forced-labour pioneers sent to set up brand
new camps and work sites: they did not even have minimal accommodations until they had built them themselves. The mortality rate
on such new projects was much higher than in veteran camp sites.’ Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000.
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MKEHAM, CECTPAM M JIOYEPSM .BPAIOB HAPOLA B
TYITATE ITPU HE BbITOSTHEHWH HOPMbI Y6ABJIS/TH NTAEK...

A ry,cy4ku, BCE 10 MECTAM! [TYCTb IOJLIXAET, CAMA BHHOBATA!
(B TYATE Hitkan 0 TEXHHKI BE3O/TACHOCTH HE B6170 ¥ BITOMHHE.
TIPH YBEYLE B TAHIE, HA WAXTAX M JPYIHX PABOTAX 3IKAM HE OKA-

3bIBASTOCH 110YTH HUKAKOH MEZIOMOUH. CITHEATS TESTO PEAKY HIH
05985 561110 BOSIOKHTHEE,YEM YMEPIET O HITH YEHTOS O 3IKA...)

In the Gulag, if the wives, sisters and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’ did not meet their daily quotas,
their rations were curtailed.

‘Back to work, bitches! Let her lie there and die. It’s her own fault.’

There was no workplace safety to speak of in the Gulag. If a prisoner was injured in the taiga, at the mines, or
other workplaces, almost no medical care was provided. It was easier to account for a prisoner who had died
of ‘natural causes’ or injuries, than it was to account for an item of clothing (such as a jacket) or footwear.
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JOBTOPHIRY- SECTPABHBIE PASE] SPOJIHBIN FBEPLROA
KATOPYCHOH CHCTEMS/, CTANHHCKOID PAUMINA B CLLA
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C 7946 no 7953 rogs: 8 0mePYACTH (, XUTPIA JOMAK, , KIMOBLKAR") HT/T
TY/IAIA BbI36IBATIHCS BPATH HAPOJA, OCIHAERHBIE 110 CT.58 YK PEPLP B
7936-19490r 7R X, J/I5 O3HAKOMAEHHA 1 INYHOK POCINCH B ERAHKAX 06
ABTOMATHYECKOM IPOJNEHHH CPOKA SARMIYEHHSA HA 5 JIET 6E3 CYTA,
TRK 0ABHINCH MHARHOHS! 39K0B =, 1OBTOPHHKOS ..

Povtorniks* were the slaves of the ugly, bestial system of hard labour of ‘Stalin’s Fascism’ in the USSR.

During the period 1946 to 1953, the ‘enemies of the people’ who had been sentenced under Article 58t (of the
Penal Code of the Russian SFSR) between 1936 and 1940, were called into the Operative Headquarters (the
‘sneaky house’ or ‘favouritism room,’ as it was also called) of the Gulag prisons. They were made to read and
sign papers that automatically extended their sentence for five more years without trial. This practise created
millions of povtorniks.

* Povtorniks — taken from the word povtor, ‘repeat’ (the prison term).
1 See page 81.
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B BAPAKAX M bOJIHBIE C TEMITEPATYPON 38-39-~. [IAH-/IOE0/ LUEHOA...
-OTPAJIbI,CTPOACS! B3ATHCA NOJ PYKH! IPELYIPEN JAKO,-LUA BIEBD, LA
BIIPABO CYHTAITCS [TOBEIOMH KOHBOH NIPHMEHSET OPYMHE BE3 [IPE]Y-
MPEMAEHNSA! OPKECTP-MAPLY! [IEPBAS NATEPKA-BIIEPER!HAPSIYHKAGO MHE ..

Prisoner job assignment routine. Everybody must be ‘present’ during the roll call, including the prisoners who
died in the barracks the previous night, and the sick with temperatures of 38° to 39° C. The government plan

must be fulfilled at any price.
‘Brigades, fall in! Link arms! If you make a step to the left or to the right, it will be considered an attempt to

escape, and the guards will shoot to kill without warning. Band, begin to play! First five-man brigade, march!
Assigner, approach me!’
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J0t-scrpoika Y7147 MBI CCCP. TPAMEOBKA
JIEPEBSIHHbIM KATKOM 13 JJOCOK, [10/1A5T YACTH &

ErUNETCKYHD TUPAMULY XEUﬂG’ﬂ OTRENIANO 2 ThiC.
JIE3HON ZIOPOIM B CEBEPHON TYHAPE, HO METOZb/ 1
MU - PABCKUU MIOFHEBOJIbHbIN TPY, YHECIHH ]

Construction site No. 501 of the Gulag of the MVD of the USSR. Prisoners ramming soil for laying down
rails and ties with a roller made from wooden boards. The hollow part of the roller is filled with rocks to
increase its weight.

The Egyptian Cheops pyramid and Stalin’s absurd ‘railroad of death’™ in the northern tundra are over two
thousand years apart. But the methods and techniques of construction remained the same: slave labour that
cost the lives of tens of thousands of the ‘enemies of the people’.
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33KAMH [PYHTA J/157 YKITATKH PESIBCOB 1 U747
(OTOPOIO HANOMHSSIACS JJI BECA KAMHSIMA...

1C/710006b/ CTPOUTESIBCTBA bbI/TH OFHHAKGBL/-
IECATAU THICSTY YWHIHEN , BPATOB HAPGHA ...

* In 1949 work began on the Salekhard to Igarka railway line, which was intended to provide a strategic link across northern Siberia. Known
as the ‘501 Railroad’ or the ‘Road of Death’, it was built entirely using Gulag labour. The mortality rate was high and every year the camps
were resupplied with between 5,000 and 7,000 new workers. Harsh conditions: permafrost and temperatures of 60° C below freezing
in winter; boggy marsh, disease, mosquitoes and horseflies in summer; hampered the construction. Following Stalin’s death in 1953
the project was abandoned with only 434 of the planned 806 miles completed. It has since fallen into complete disrepair.
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Re-education
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YTEHUE COLOBS3ATENLCTBAB HTJI [YIAIA. ITO OFHH H3 MHOrHX AECYPLOB
KOMMYHHCTHYECKOA NEEOTOrHA-COLHANHCTHYECKOE COPEBHOBAHHE MEMJY
BPHIATAMH W OTPSRAMH BOPOB, [PABHTEJIEN, HACH/IBHHKOB H YEHAY ...

Writing on the placard: ‘Only through honest lab%ur will you gain the right to be paroled’.The paper in the hands
of the guard reads: ‘Socialist Self-Obligations'.

The announcement of socialist self-obligations in the Gulag prison camp. This is one of the many absurd aspects
of the Communist ideology — a socialist competition! between the workers’ brigades composed of thieves, robbers,
rapists and murderers.

* ‘Socialist self-obligations’ were voluntary, but in reality they were expected of the workforce. The results of these declarations were
supposed to exceed the production plan set by the government.

T Socialist competition’ was encouraged between state enterprises and was also common between individuals within enterprises. Teams
of workers competed against each other to produce more goods, transport more people, save more resources, etc., with prizes awarded
to the winners. However, the formalism that reigned over the country meant that the results were either falsified or judged on quantity
rather than quality.
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I07INT3AHATHS C YroS0BHHKAMH B AT T'SUIAIH MBJ CLLP.
- 30K THYEHHbIA HBAHOB, PACCKAMMNTE 10 TEME [TPOWSIBIX SAHTTHA
05 ANPENbCKNX TE3HCAX~ IPOIPAMME OKTF5PBCKOA PEBOJIFOLUM...
- FYTO-TO [UI0X0 [IOMHID, [ PAXTAHHH HAYATIBHAK... A STOKAKETCS,
0 TOM JISICEHbKOM, KAPTABEHbKOM, KOTOPSIA B lIUTEPE HA BAHY

YT0-TO C BPOHEBHYKA XPHOKHY/I?..

Political Information classes in the Gulag prison camp.

‘Prisoner Ivanov, tell us again what you learned in the previous lesson about the April Theses" — the programme
of the October Revolution.’

‘I'm not sure I remember it right, chief. Was it about that bald guy with a burr? that shouted out something
from an armoured vehicle at the train station in Leningrad?’#

* The April Theses were a series of directives by Vladimir Lenin given to the Bolsheviks when he returned to Petrograd from his exile
in Switzerland on the night of 16th April 1917. (They were originally rejected by the Bolsheviks.) The full theses text was later published
in the newspaper Pravda.
The prisoner is making a reference to Lenin’s speech impediment.

1 Baldaev is making a statement about the impossibility of re-educating criminal inmates (the tattooed hands show that this inmate is
a criminal rather than a political prisoner). The authorities believed that it was not worth trying to re-educate the ‘socially dangerous’
political prisoners, instead concentrating their efforts on the ‘socially close’ thieves-in-law: ‘A 1940 NKVD directive on the cultural-
educational work of the camps stated explicitly that those who had committed counter-revolutionary crimes were not suitable targets
for re-education. In camp theatrical productions, they were allowed to play musical instruments, but not to speak or sing." Anne
Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.
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PA3roBOP 33K0B 0,COL3AKOHHOCTH'B COBETCKOM CO3E...

CCCP- cAMOE AEMOKPATHYECKOE H
rOCYAAPCTBO BOBCEM MWPE

i

- [PAKTAHHH [TPOKYPOF, BOT MHE JIAN S TIET 34 I MEWKA KOMBHKOP-
MOB, KOTOPbHIXHETB ﬂPU%ﬂ)I(E ,AAXOTENIBBIPACTHTS [TIOPOCEHKA, A ITH
TTAPTHALASA MAPYA N3 KIILC BOPYET MAJLTHOHAMM,BEPET B3FTAN H
OT 3TOr0, HEJJYrA'JIEYNTCS B CAHATOPHSX MHE CHIH T, KAK 5,B/IAT EPE...

A conversation about ‘social justice’ in the Soviet Union...
The placard on the wall reads: ‘The USSR is the Most Democratic Country in the World, where the Rule of
Law Reigns'."

‘Comrade Public Prosecutor, I was given five years in prison for stealing three bags of mixed fodder. You can’t
buy it in a store and I had a pig to feed. Now, this mob in the Communist Party steals millions, takes bribes,
and is treated for this “illness” in resorts and sanatoriums. And unlike me, it doesn’t do time in the camps.’

* A political slogan from the Gorbachev era.
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LN YOTPAUEHHS 33K0B cz/f/mo YKPETIIEHHS JHCUNILIHHE! H TOTHATHS IPOHIBOJHTERHOCTH
PABCKOIO TPYJA, Y KT HTTT 7441 A HAIATTH PACLTPENISTHHIX 110 [IPHI OBOPY JIAI EPHOK TPOHKA.
KOHBOH 11POBOJIHI EPHI AL, BPRI OB HAPOHR “H3 30HbI HA PREOTE! MHMO STHX TPY/108,
ROTOPBIE HE YEHPRITHED 110 HECKONLK O JHEH..

One kind of preventative measure in the Gulag.

The signs on the building read: ‘Back to Freedom with a Clear Conscience!’; ‘Long Live the VKP(b)!*';
‘Checkpoint No.3'. The signs on the dead bodies read: ‘For breaching internal prison regulations’; ‘For
attempted prison revolt’; ‘For the refusal to wlork]'.

To deter prisoners, strengthen discipline and increase the output of slave labour, the bodies of prisoners executed
by the troikat were laid down in rows by a checkpoint. The guards led the units of the ‘enemies of the people’
past the corpses when the prisoners marched to and from work. The corpses were not removed for days.

* See page 19.
T The NKVD Troikas (triumvirate), consisted of three people: the Head of the local NKVD subdivision, the Secretary of the Regional
Committee and the Public Prosecutor. They were were used as an instrument of extrajudicial punishment against anti-Soviet elements
between 1937 and 1938.
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BXEHCKOM JIATEPE .MAMOYEK” JETH 33YEK,, BPAIOB HAPOJA"H S O/I0BHHY COREPIHANTTHES BMECTE C I
TTHTAKHHSA POCTTH PAXHTHIHEIMH 3AMOPBILIAMA C TO3RHHM PA3BHTHEM, SATEM JETH OTSHPAJTHCE H.
NIOCTTE PEKBH3HUHH JETEHA PLIJASIH, TEPAJIH COH, BCIKHH HHTEPEC K XMH3HH, TOMATASTY B THPE:

The Daily Life of the Gulag. ‘Long Live the Socialist Gulag - A Big Step Toward Communism!’ Minister of
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria.

In a women’s prison camp for ‘mummies’, the children of both ‘enemies of the people’ and ordinary criminals,
were held together with their mothers until they were aged between two to five (at the discretion of the
administration). Because no children’s food was available to them, they grew very weak — their growth was stunted,
and they suffered from rickets.” They were then taken away and put in special orphanages and technical
schools. After they were deprived of their children many inmate mothers, slaves of the Gulag camps, sobbed
continually, developed insomnia and lost interest in living. They ended up in prison psychiatric institutions.
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qTEPFMH [0 2-5 JIET (BCE 3ABHCEJIO OT [IPOH3BOSIA ATMHHHCTPALNN). H3-3A OTCYTCTBHS JETCKOIO
TOMEUJASTHCS B CITELHATLHOIE BETCKHE JOMA MITTY.MHOIHE 339YKH-MATEPH, PABLIHN HT-HTK IYTA/7,
THBIE [ICHXHATPHYECKHE BOTTbHHULL/

* ‘I saw the nurses getting the children up in the mornings. They would force them out of their cold beds with shoves and kicks... pushing
the children with their fists and swearing at them roughly, they took off their night-clothes and washed them in ice-cold water. The babies
didn’t even dare cry. They made little sniffing noises like old men and let out low hoots. This awful hooting noise would come from the
cots for days at a time. Children already old enough to be sitting up or crawling would lie on their backs, their knees pressed to their
stomachs, making these strange noises, like the muffled cooing of pigeons... Little Eleonora, who was now fifteen months old...
stopped reaching out for me when [ visited her; she would turn away in silence. On the last day of her life, when I picked her up (they
allowed me to breast-feed her) she stared wide-eyed somewhere off into the distance, then started to beat her weak little fists on my
face, clawing at my breast and biting it. Then she pointed down at her bed. In the evening when I came back with my bundle of firewood,
her cot was empty. I found her lying naked in the morgue among the corpses of the adult prisoners.” Hava Volovich, Till My Tale Is Told:
Women’s Memoirs of the Gulag, 2001, (edited by Simeon Vilensky).
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HACHTIbCTBEHHAA PEKBHINUNG ZJIETEA, IATEPHLIX SAMOPAILIEH -
~CTAJIMHCKHX BHYKOB-339KOB” & MEHUHH-3AKITFDYEHKBIX B N T/
TYNATA 1715, MAMOYEK, T.K., 335K, 110 MHEHHID HAYASILCTBA, OT -
BIIEKAIIT MATEPEA OT BOITOSTHEHHS TPYZOBbIX HOPM H 3A4AHHS

Tochiana ECCP s MBJ...

Forced requisition of prisoners’ sickly children, ‘Stalin’s grandchildren-inmates’, as they were often called, from
their imprisoned mothers in the Gulag prison camp for ‘mummies’. The authorities believed that children
distracted their mothers from meeting the labour quotas and prevented them from fulfilling the tasks of the
Gosplan® of the USSR for the MVD.

* Gosplan ~ the State Commiittee for Planning, was established in 1921 to direct economic recovery. Its main task was to draw up the
Five Year Plans to enable the rapid industrialisation of the Soviet Union.
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B CBS3M C NEPENO/IHEHHEM JETCKMX JOMOB YCHP B 7938-39T7
JETH.BPAr0B HAPOLA", 1YCKAJIHCH B PACXOL" B rOPOLIAX:
TOMCKE, MAPHHHCKE M CT. LUINMAHOBCKOA B LH30 ,BAMIATA,
T.K.CYUTANIOCH,C JOCTHHEHUEM COBEPUIEHHOSIETHS, OHH
bYLYT ONACHLIMU 1A CYUECTBYFOUEN CHCTEMbI BIACTA.

Nine grammes* - a ticket to a ‘happy childhood’, courtesy of the Communist Party.

Because the orphanages for the Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland were full, in 1938 and 1939 the
children of the ‘enemies of the people’ were killed in Tomsk, Mariinsk and Shimanovskaya train station in the
TzIZOt BAMLagt isolation cell. It was thought that upon coming of age, they would pose a serious threat to
the existing authorities.

* Nine grammes ~ the weight of a bullet.

1 T2120 - Tzekh I spol: iya Zavodskikh Otkhodov: Recycling and Waste Disposal Facility.

$BAMLag - the official abbreviation for the subdivision of the Gulag dealing with the construction of the Baikal-Amur Mainline railway
during the period 1932 to 1948.
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~3A! LIAKATIEI, PHIIOHSI, ROXOASH-WPATb IORAHO!.. OBE3YMEBUME OT FONI0JA CRABABO/IHBIE 33K
HAXOZNIN , [THTAHHE ‘HA TOMOAKE... KOMMYHHCTAM TAK H HE Y7IAN0CH ,PACYENIOBEYHTS" B [HIAIE
CBALYEHHNKOB, bbIBIIHX JIBOPSH, UAPCKHX OPHIEPOB, YHHOBHHKOB, A TAKME HCTHHHBIX BbICOKOKYITS~
TYPHbIX HHTEJTHTEHTOB, PAGOYHX X KPECTbSH C CHJIGHOA BOJIEA H ITY50K0 BEPYHOUMX B BOIA...

s L

Sign on the building reads: ‘Canteen’.

‘Hey, jackals, slackers and goners!" Dinner is served.’

Weak-willed prisoners, mad from hunger, ate rubbish. But Communists in the Gulag never managed to
dehumanise priests, the former nobility, czarist officers, officials and functionaries, the truly cultured
intelligentsia and strong-willed, pious workers and peasants.

* Those prisoners on the verge of death through starvation were referred to as dokhodyagi — ‘goners’. Emaciated, apathetic and
exhausted, they would desperately search for and greedily consume any scrap of food. The camp system that caused their acute hunger
delt with them ruthlessly — as they grew weaker they were unable to meet the working norm, and their ration was reduced accordingly.
‘The word dokhodyaga [goner], is derived from the verb dokhodit which means to arrive or reach... At first I could not see the
connection, but it was explained to me: the dokhodyagi were ‘arrivists’, those who had arrived at socialism, were the finished type of
citizen in the socialist society.’ Vladimir Petrov, It Happens In Russia: Seven Years Forced Labour in the Siberian Goldfields, 1951.
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YT0 3HAYHT J/15 YENOBEKA, KOTOPBIA PASOTAJSI HA MOPO3E BECH JIEHS, MHCKA NOXAEGKH H NAAKA XNEEA 00 rPAMM? T6ITAFCH
OEMARYTS H SCMOKOHTD TOSIOTHBIA MENTYTOK,33KH BRPHIIH [IAAKY B CONEHOH BOJE, H KAK PE3YSITAT-ONYXAHHE, HPKA
HAKOIE M KAARBHLYE HTA... 10 CROBAM Y3HHKOB,BIIIAIE 560 XYME,YEM BIATEPAX A.THTIIEPA.

Text on the banner reads: ‘Forward, to Communism!’; text on the bulletin board reads: ‘Fire Safety Rules of
the Prison Camp'.The graffiti reads (top to bottom): ‘Death to Coppers!’; ‘S.0.S.’; ‘Hello to Goners from the
Next World’; ‘White Swan’'; ‘Perm to Cons’'.

‘What is a bowl of soup and 300 grams of bread to a man who has worked in frigid temperatures all day? To deceive
and calm their empty stomachs, prisoners boiled their rationed bread in salted water. The result? Swelling, a
tag on the foot and then the prison graveyard... According to its prisoners, the Gulag was worse than Hitler’s
concentration camps.”

* ‘In one cell the cons had... got hold of a razor blade somewhere and for several days had collected up paper. When everything was
ready they each cut a piece of flesh from their bodies — some from the stomach, others from the leg. Everybody’s blood was collected
into one bowl, the flesh was thrown in, a small fire was made from the paper and some books and then they started to half-fry, half-
stew their feast. When the wardens noticed that something was wrong and burst into the cell the stew was still not cooked and the cons,
falling over themselves and burning their fingers, grabbed the pieces from the bowl and stuffed them into their mouths.” Anatoly Marchenko,
My Testimony, 1969.
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WEHUYNH + BPAOB HAPOA “HEITON30BANH HA CAMIX TANESbIX PREGTAX-EMATHEIX H JIECONOBRNIE. B PEIYNILTATE,
07 PHSHYECKDI O NELEHAIIPTINEHNR H HEJOEJRINA, § PIHOIHX IHEHUHH REDHCXIININ BIPETAINE MATRA.
DORBHEIX M CAAEBIX WEHUHH YPIEPLYBRIIN, HINEBON JHETON, TE.FONGHON..)

Wives, sisters, and daughters of the ‘enemies of the people’' undergoing a medical examination in the
Corrective Labour Camp of the Gulag system, the ‘Solovki Authorities’.

Sign on the left reads: ‘Women are a great power! J. Stalin'; sign on the right reads: ‘He who does not work,
neither shall he eat.* V. |. Lenin’.

‘Doctor, these cons didn’t meet their labour quota. Prescribe them the VLCD!

In corrective labour camps, female ‘enemies of the people’ were given the hardest jobs — digging the earth and
lumbering. Many suffered from prolapse of the uterus from overstrain and starvation. Ailing and weak women
were starved to death, which was referred to as ‘going on the VLCD’ (Very Low Calorie Diet).

* ... purge victims faced a lethal combination of chronic hunger, overwork and neglect. About half their calorie intake consisted of bread
(on average, about a pound a day); the rest came from trash soup (balanda) cooked from calculated amounts of potatoes, groats, sugar
and fats; sometimes they would also get a few spoonfuls of lean porridge. The portions of cooked foods were usually shrunk by theft;
the bread rations were cut and the porridge denied if the prisoner did not meet the production quotas. Few could possibly meet the
quotas since these were too high even for skilled, able-bodied labourers: as the prisoners got less food, they had even less strength to
work and thus entered a “vicious spiral” (Ekart 1954)." Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000.
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~1 b/, KOHTPA,3ATKHH XTEANTb HAKI CEI04HBAN RSB TYXAK, lTONYCA/T-
OXKHPYMbIHKH, IAPPHIIKY M KOXPTY!OTKAYASIA CBOH IPABA B YHH-
CTEPTE CBOMM CTYJEHTAM HA KAPHEPE... OrPABJIEHHE Y/ OJI0BHH-
KAMH 33K0B;BPAIOB HAPOLIA B [ YJIAIE, OTEHPAKHE MIAEK W IOCHUT-
OK bbl/10 0bbIYHBIM
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‘Shut your mouth, counter-revolutionary! Take off your coat, boots, scarf and jacket. Rights-rubbish! You tell
that to your students in your university.’
Robbing ‘enemies of the people’ of their clothes, rations and parcels by criminals in the Gulag was commonplace.
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~JJEBKH, MOYATE 3TY KOHTPY-MIJOBKY, YT05/ XBOCTA HE IOFHHNA-
JIAL... H3BHEHWS,CATIN3M, YSHACTBA, 3BEPHHBIA PACHCTCKHA AHTAIO-
HU3M B TYJIATE JOCTHITIH BLEX BEPLINH. BOPOBKYN B 3AKOHE 7MA-
XAHWN'Y HX [TIOTPYYHBIE z MG IKU BELTH XO3THKAMH B KEHCKHX JA-
TEPSIX M HAXOJH/TUCH B [IPHBHIIE [HPOBAKHOM [TOSIOMEHA. .

Words on the bucket read: ‘Barrack No.6. Brigade No.12'.

‘Girls! Beat up this yid counter-revolutionary, so she keeps her tail down!”
The Gulag witnessed the most extreme forms of beating, sadism, murder and savage racial antagonism.

Makhanshas (female ‘legitimate’ thieves), and 2huchkas (their accomplices), were the highest, most privileged

caste in women’s prison camps.
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D YKAIKE PAEOTHHKOB HKBJ Mtk HTA TSAIT Yrai0BH1KY
COBEPLIAITH ARTSI MIMETOMELTBA HAJ,BPATAMH HAPOJA...

N R, G ae:

-/OBOPST, HABOSIE JHPERTOPOM, 50/TbWHM 59/ POM EbI,IIOTOMN CLYINIIES
N CTRS BPATOM HAPOJA 2 Mb! TEES 37 ITO 1IEJHKOMN-MAUKOH CIENTEM ...
(J15 COBEPUEHMS HALHSILLTBEHHOIO MYMENOHECTBA HAK,BPAIOM HAPO-
JA "SI OROBHUR M -YPKU HATATAIIN HA WEPTBY B MMIOH FOHE HOYbID 7 PY/T-
1104, 1PY CONRPOTHBIEHHH HABPACLIBANH TIE T -SJABRY, BAIASIN PYRH...)

By orders from the NKVD or Gulag prison authorities, criminals performed acts of sodomy on the ‘enemies
of the people’.

“They say you were some executive, some big shot out there, and then you became an enemy of the people? Well,
now you're gonna be our bitch, you queer!’

(To forcibly sodomise an ‘enemy of the people’, urkas — criminal prisoners — attacked their victim in the
barracks at night. If the victim tried to put up a fight, they put a stranglehold on him, tied up his hands, etc.)
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YTONNEHHE YrOJIOBHHKAMH BPATA HAPOJA /10 HEITIAC-
HOMY YKA3AHNK HAYANLCTBA HTTITYIIHIA JJIA YCTPA-
WEHNS JIPYTHX 33K0B B BOYKE .C HEYUCTOTAMH, KYTA
CHIMBAETCS COREPHHMOE [IAPAL B 3HMHEE BPEMA ...

Criminals drowning an ‘enemy of the people’ in a barrel of sewage waste (into which the toilets were emptied
in the winter), by an unofficial order of the Gulag authorities. This was done to intimidate and plant fear into
other prisoners.
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~SANEYATATH B BETOH = CEPOC M YTOIIEHHE 33KA-PABOTA
BOPAMH B MUZIKOM,HE S3ACTHIBUEM BETOHE IIPH CTPOHTE/Tb-
CTBE rMAPOINIEKTPOCTAHYNN... CKOSIBKO THKUX WEPTB B
BETOHE ['3C, HE U3BECTHO...

‘Sealing in concrete.” A worker prisoner is drowned in liquid concrete by criminal inmates during the
construction of a hydroelectric power plant. There is no way of knowing how many victims the concrete
structures of power plants hold.
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STALETATE TIPKA-TTOCATKA BPAIA HAPOJA 3A CONPOTHE-
JIEHHE HIJEBATEIBCTBY HA KOJT 10 PELIERHA ,BOPOB B
3AKOHE" H MOSTYATTHBOIO OJOBPEHNS HAYANBCTBANT..

“To pull a Turk’,* impaling the ‘enemy of the people’ on a spike for resisting torture. The sentence is carried
out by order of ‘legitimate thieves’ and with the silent approval of the authorities of the prison camp.

* Or: zadelat turetsky shashlyk — to make a Turkish kebab.
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BbiHOC 33/7, JTPOHTPABLIET O CBOR MH3HD B KAPTbLHAMOPGS...
-OKPONTMErO CBATOH BOJHLIEH, YTOBI TS YUE MHIIOCH HA TOM

CBETE, A4 ETQTIPHCHINTIG CHEMKOM, YTO0bB/ BEPTYXAH CHOPO
HE HAKHALATIA...

A prisoner, who has lost at cards,* is taken outside into the cold.
‘Sprinkle some holy water on him, so he lives a better life in the next world. I'll cover him with snow so the guards
don’t spot him.’

* Games of cards were taken extremely seriously by criminals who viewed them as a way of demonstrating their cunning and bravado.
They would often bet, and regularly lose, all their possessions. But games would not end there. Other inmates’ belongings would be wagered,
leading to beatings and even murders if the original owner of the ‘lost’ item refused to hand it over. Other punishments for failure to
pay a debt included forcible tattooing (generally these ‘shaming’ tattoos depicted erotic scenes, in reality their purpose was far from erotic
—to ‘lower’ the wearer’s status within the criminal hierarchy), the cutting off of a ‘twig’ (a finger or toe), a ‘dumpling’ (ear), or the cutting
out of a ‘headlamp’ (eye), and ultimately death (see pages 211-212).
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~IATKHYTD XAANID = HAKAZAKHE ,BPATA HAPOJA" 34 10,
Y10 YACTO, PYEMI " HAYATBLTBY JIAMEPS M BTOPO/ TEHE-
BOA BIACTHHTTI-TATEPHBIM [TAXAKAMLBOPAM B 3AKOHE ")

“To plug the throat’, a punishment of an ‘enemy of the people’ for ‘disrespect’ toward the prison authorities
and the second shadow power in the camp — the pakhans* (‘thieves in law’: legitimate, authoritative thieves).

* These legitimate criminals distinguished themselves with their copious tattoos, displaying their history and status. In this drawing
the criminal holding the hammer has the word MIR tattooed on his hand; an acronym that spells the Russian word for ‘peace’, but which
stands for ‘Shooting will reform me’. Baldaev exhaustively documented this secret code during his lifetime as a prison guard (see: Danzig
Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, 11, 111, 2003-2008).
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SMHIWACKHA KPAHT-KA3Hb JTYYKOBOA NTNSIOA 110 PEUE-
HHHO BOPOBCKOA CXOLKU HTJI TYNIAMA ,CCYYHBLUESOCS
YIrOJIDBHHKA ( OTCTYIIHHKA,BOPOBLKOI0 3AKOHA W, /TPA -
BHJIJHA JIPOBSIHBIX KO3JTAX X035ACTBEHHOIO JBOPA...

‘“The Indian Krant’,” the execution of a criminal who became a traitor, a suka,! to the ‘thieves’ law’ by means
of a hacksaw on the sawhorse in the utilities yards. The criminal was ‘sentenced’} by a council of criminal
‘authorities’ in the Gulag.

* From kranty - finished, done in.

T suka - *bitch’, a criminal who had sided with the authorities to escape the rigours of the camp (see page 82).

1 ‘Sashka got up from his bunk. He was a young lad, bony, with hollow cheeks and watery blue eyes. Like all of us, his head was shaven.
At twenty-three he had been jailed several times, and now, as a habitual criminal he had been sent to work in the mines of Kolyma. In
the Arctic camps, Sashka, like all of those of his kind, refused to work and managed to live f[rom what he stole from the kitchen or from
the poor meals of his fellow inmates. He didn’t earn much as he had to share the “fats” and the sugar with the senior thieves. Now he
faced judgment for the worst offence in the criminal world: “selling” his brother thieves to the camp administration. For such a crime
of betrayal there was only one punishment — death.” Michael Solomon, Magadan, 1971.
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JIEBEL TYNTAMR M.TOPBKHA YTBEPYIAN, YTO MANOCTD YHHMAET YENOBEKA.
KOMMYHHUCTBI H YT0JTOBHHKH, KAK bbl IO TBEPHJAS ST0T TEIHC, BEP-
CKH H METOJHYHO YHHYTOWANH JIFOJEH B 3ACTEHKAX BYK-TTT4-HKB]
WTYJIATE.OIIHNM H3 PABBIIEYERNA ST OS0BHHNOB B TSNAIE bb1I0 H3JE-
BATEJIBCTBO HAL 33KAMH C IPHMEHEHHEM PACKANERHOO HA OTHE JOMA...

The bard of the Gulag,” Maxim Gorky, argued that pity humiliated man. Communists and criminals, as though
trying to prove this idea, methodically and brutally exterminated people in the VChK-GPU-NKVD and the Gulag.
Torture using a red hot crowbar was one of the favourite pastimes of criminal prisoners in the Gulag.

* This ironic title refers to the 1929 visit by Gorky to the Solovki Special Prison Camp (see page 15). Despite the authorities attempts
to remove its more disturbing sights, he still witnessed the camp’s harsh reality. He claimed his positive report, which described the
system as ‘indispensable’, was a result of censorship. His real impressions remain disputed. In 1933-34 he edited The White Sea-Baltic
Canal, a document that extolled the virtues of Gulag labour. ‘Gorky’s pronouncements, around now, are unrecognisable. He speaks the
dialect of the regime in a tone of icy triumphalism.” Martin Amis, Koba the Dread, 2002.
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PACKPOA YEPETYIIKY, BPATY HAPOLA " 34 TO, Y70 HE JABAS
COITIACHA YT ONT0BHHKAM CITHCLIBATH HA HHX CBOH JIHEB-
HbIE [TPOLEHTb! BbIPALOTKH.

‘Splitting open the skull of an enemy of the people’, in revenge for his refusal to let the criminals appropriate
his daily work quota.”

* Authoritative convicts made their minions write off their work quotas in their favour, or ‘appropriated’ them. This was a commonplace
form of ‘forced bribery’.
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HCITOTTHEHHE, /IPHIOBOPA 110 PEWIEHHID BOPOBLRD-
[0 CYJJA"B HCIPABHTENEHO-TPYJOBOM JIA[EPE...
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BYCSI0BHAX CTANHHCKHY JTATEPERTYIAIA NIPH TOMYCTHTENSCTEE AIMHHHE TPALHH 5/IATAPH-
YIrONOBHHKH COBEPUANH Y5HHCTBA 33K08: INEKTPOTOKOM, HOMAAMH, HA BUCETTHUE, DTPYERNIH
r0Nn10861, PACKANIEHHBIA HA OFHE 10M BTAIKUBASIH B 3AJHHI NPOXOR H T. 2. MHOIHE YT ONOBHUKK
HA CBOEM LYETY UMESH 10 10 .5APAKOS " H BOJIEE, T E. Y5HTbIX 3IKDB, B TOM YHLSIE , BPAI 08 HAPGJA -

Carrying out a death sentence ‘by order of the court of thieves’ in a prison camp.
Writing on the wall: ‘We Will Smash Capitalism!'.

In Stalin’s Gulag system ‘privileged’ criminals murdered other inmates with the collusion of the administration.”
They electrocuted, stabbed, hanged and decapitated them, inserted red-hot crowbars into the anus, etc. Many
criminals had ten or more ‘sheep’, i.e. murdered prisoners, including ‘enemies of the people’, on their
conscience.

* ‘Such killings were particularly common in the Gulag following the repeal of capital punishment for murder by a decree of 26th
May 1947. This was a deliberate move to cut back the numbers of convicts. I saw and spoke with these killers in corrective labour
camps in Tuluna, Angara and Irkutsk... They would kill the first convict they came across in order to get into prison, they had no
desire to leave the camps — since there was no one waiting for them outside and they had grown used to imprisonment.’ Danzig Baldaev,
Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume 11, 2006.
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 [IPHBEJIEHHE B HCITO/IHEHME CMEPTHOID IPHrOBOPA BOPAMH.
~[T4CTB SHAKIT Y9XHBI-BPAH PYCCKAX, YTO HAZD OTAABATS J10-
CBUTKH C BCTOHCKHMM CAJIOM H METIOM., BOPAM B 3AKOHE...

Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Kill Bitches!'; ‘Osipov is a cannibal and an old cock’; ‘Death to contras’; ‘Gunners’;
‘Brigade No.5’; ‘Death to coppers’; ‘Kum'’s a moron and an arsehole’; ‘Don’t turn your head around when you
sit down to take a shit’; ‘Death to Yids and prison guards’; ‘Death to slant-eyed riffraff’; ‘The supervisor

of brigade No.12 is a moron and a thief’; ‘Prosecutor lvlev is an arsehole’.

Thieves carrying out a death sentence.”
“That’ll teach them riffraff, Russian-haters, to give parcels with Estonian ham and honey to legitimate thieves.’

* ‘In one incident in 1951, a thieves’ court sentenced a thief called Yurilkin to death. Camp authorities heard of the sentence, and transferred
Yurilkin, first to another camp, then to a transit prison, then to a third camp in a completely different part of the country. Nevertheless,
two thieves-in-law finally tracked him down there and murdered him - four years later. They were subsequently tried and executed for
murder, but even such punishments were not necessarily a deterrent. In 1956, the Soviet prosecutor’s office circulated a frustrated note
complaining that “this criminal formation exists in all Corrective-Labour Camps, and often the decision of the group to murder one or
another prisoner who is in a different camp is executed in that camp unquestioningly.”” Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.
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MEHIYNH W JJEBYLUEK, . BPAI OB HAPOJA, BTA/IKHBASH
B KAMEPbI Y 0JIOBHHKOB HA OJHY HOYb H BOJIEE ...
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YT05bI BLIPBATS Y MEHUHH H JEBSLUER, ,BPATOE HAPOTA, i YMHIE CIEFOBATENID
HKBJ] TOKA3AHHSA (KPOME JJONPOLA F-H CTENEHH -TT6ITOR ) HX TOPMELYANTH 8 KANE-
Pbl YrOfI0BHHKOB, [JE OHH TGJBEPIANTHED SBEPLKONY JTYMIEHHAT # FP4/7/70-
BbIM HIHACHIIOBAKHAN, [OCNE YEI0 HEPTBb! BIIOCTIERCTBHH YALTT KOK -
YATIH MU3IHE CAMOYEHALTBONM (BEWARHEDS, PEZASIN BEHS/, ENIH FEMIIO HTL)...

Female ‘enemies of the people’ were shoved into cells with criminals and locked there overnight or longer...

To make the women and girls who were ‘enemies of the people’ sign statements conjured up by an NKVD
interrogator, in addition to undergoing third degree interrogation (torture) they were put in prison cells with
criminals. There they were brutally gang-raped.” After this, the victims often committed suicide (hanged
themselves, sliced their veins, swallowed dirt, etc.).

* Criminals treated women with contempt and ‘rape in chorus’ (group rape) was a common pastime. They considered prostitution a
woman's legitimate work, often living from the profits — assuming all women would relish a life spent serving a professional criminal.
Women were regarded as an exchangeable property; no emotional attachments were permitted toward them. A female thief would be
expected to obey both the thieves’ law and the ‘property’ law. A criminal’s mother was the only woman who received their apparent respect,
and whose honour was scrupulously defended. But this melodramatic adulation was a hollow affectation, an expression of prison
sentimentality that helped paint the criminal as a romantic figure in Russian folklore.
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Subjugation and Punishment
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WEHNS BHTTT CAMMAITH B X, OIOFHEIA KAPLER TIE CTEHL/
bLLTH CbIPBIMH HJIH [IPOMEPIUHMA...

Graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Vorkuga-Inta’; ‘Perm’; ‘Karalag’; etc. (various geographic names where camps were
located).

For the slightest ‘objections’, the ‘enemies of the people’ were put in a cold isolation cell. The walls of the cell
were either damp or completely frozen.*

* The following description of an isolation cell relates to the experience of a poet. The conditions were documented in 1983, when she
was serving a seven year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda. ‘The worst feature of the SHIZO [isolation cell] is the intense
cold... The cell has a wooden floor with gaps between its boards, and underneath, a layer of solid cement, said to be about 40-50 centimetres
thick. The window has bars but often no glass. In SHIZO prisoners receive food rations only on alternate days. On the “empty” day, they
are given just bread and a hot drink three times. Light bedding is handed out to them at night and taken away again in the morning, so
there is nothing they can use to keep warm.’ Irina Ratushinskaya, No, I’m Not Afraid, 1986.
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34, /IPOBHHHOCTS " 33K08 B CONDBELIKOMJIOH B LIH30 HATOPE CEKHPHOA B XPAME
BOZHECEHNST 3ACTABASAIN ,BOIHOCHTSCT=CHTE TS YACAMHU Y CYTKAMH HA
MEFJOYKAX (WECTEI-HACECTS)ATOAZAN OT YCTANOCTH HITH CHA,ITOJBEPTANICS
+BECEJIBID,T. E. 3BEPCKONY H3BHEHHIO M O EBAHHIO TETIIH HAWERD. THKME
HAKAZAHAS BLIITH H B ,KOMAHIHPOBKAX = FPYIHX OTJETERHTX CAOH [T19-HKB]

Banner on the wall reads: ‘Death to the Counter-revolution!’.

In the isolation cell of the Solovki Special Prison Camp, in the Church of the Resurrection,® prisoners who
breached internal regulations were forcibly ‘resurrected’, i.e. they were forced to perch on beams for hours or
even days. Those who fell off were ‘tickled’, that is they were severely beaten and a noose was put on their necks.
Such punishments were also used in other camps of the Solovki prison.

* The prison was a converted 15th century monastery, its Church of the Resurrection was used by the authorities as an isolation cell.
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33K ., KOPOMEIC/IO HABLIBOPOT * BIJEPIHHBAET HE BOSIEE
75- gammyr C/IOJBECKOA HA KPIOK MK BEPEBKE HE BOAEE 5+
TMUHYT H T0BTOPHEIX HAITAYEHMH HA HAGIOPLOCTAB HE COBEPLA -
ET HH B TIOPLIME, HF B WTA...

Punishing a convict for assaulting a guard by handcuffing him ‘yoke backwards’.
Various graffiti on the walls reads: ‘Zhorka is a stoolie'; ‘Death to coppers’; ‘Vaga was here’; etc.

A prisoner ‘yoked backwards’ could only bear it for fifteen to twenty minutes. If additionally hung by a rope or
a hook, no more than five to seven minutes. Following such punishment, he would never repeat the assault in
prison or in the camp.
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BPArA HAPGLR A, CH-
MCAJTH HALEND H JABAIH TASETY,[IPABLIA, A TAKME 3ACTAB-
JIS/IN OITPABNISTHCS B [10CYTY #3 KOTOPOH OH EJl BASTAHTY...

WHTEJUIUTEHTA,

Sign on the wall reads: ‘Under the wise guidance of the Party, the Soviet people will reach Communism - the
pinnacle of human happiness!’. The prisoner sits on the newspaper: Pravda.

To demoralise and humiliate an intellectual ‘enemy of the people’, he was chained and given a copy of the Pravda
newspaper. He was also forced to defecate in the same bowl he used to eat his balanda (prison soup of
minimal nutritional value).
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O/ 13 BHIOB HARAZAHNS 39K 0B 34 OCTILAHHE-
o o [OWOCOBATS HA CONHYE " MK
&), CIWHTS JATRN .

- //ﬂ’-//l/]bHﬂ/( nracru! Xencrom borom ripouy: », Puky yoraim...
-Onycrur Py,«@ 110/10CHH  OYEPER6HD!CIVIUEM 34 NOTTBITRY BEMAT...
o[ ONIOCOBATL CTABHIIN MHOLJIA, KPECTOM, T E PYKH B CTOPOHY HA

YPOBHE 1T1IEY, HITU HA OJHOH HOTE , LYANIIEH /=170 NPHXOTH KOHBOA. )

Another type of punishment for disobedience was called ‘Voting in the Sun’ or ‘Drying the Paws'.

‘Forgive me, chief! For Christ’s sake! My arms are tired.’

‘If he puts them down, fire a few rounds at him. We’ll write it off as an escape attempt.’

(Occasionally, prisoners were forced to ‘Cross Vote’, spreading out their arms and holding them at shoulder
level, or stand on one leg in ‘The Crane’, depending on the inclination of the guards.)
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370 OJHH M3 PACHPOCTPAHEHHSIX BHEOB HCTSAIAHHS 33KDB -
+BPATOB HAPOLIA" B HCIIPABHTESIbHO (MCTPEEHTENBHO) - TPY-
H08bIx SArELPAX (A1) [9/IAIA, KIARCTE 3A [IPOBHHHOCTS®
AOJEA 8 CHEr, TPSI3b , 1YMH, T.K. BCE 3ABHLESO OT /70/7-
HEHWETD 1IPOH3BOSIA AGMUHHLTPALHH H OXPAHS!.

JA HEGBHHOBEHHUE 39KH PACCTPESHBANHCL HA MECTE...

‘Down! Up! Down! Up! Down.... I'll teach you all to love law and order, and Soviet power!

One of the more common forms of torture for ‘enemies of the people’ in the corrective (extermination) labour
camps of the Gulag system - ‘dropping down for misdemeanours’. People were forced to lie down on the snow,
dirt, puddles, etc., depending on the whim of the administration and guards. Those who disobeyed were shot
on the spot.
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SAKTIOIEHHOIO BbIBOGHIN 3A OXPAHTEMSLD 30KY H SACTREAZIH
70 CTPAXOM CMEPTH YEPITATS BEJPOM BOJY H3 OJHOK NPOPYEH(NTYH-
RU)H BbITHBATS B JPITIID NTPOPYSS, PACITONIONENHYH B 75-20 MET-
PAX OT NEPBOA. [IPH, JBOHHOH TEPERAYKE “ YELTIAIH BEZPOM BOTY
H3 [TPOPYEN K CPA3Y BLIITHBANH 8 3TY XKE IPOPYEL, SHYEPIIHYB
fI0BTOPHO, HECTH BOTY B BEJJPE /1 BITHBALIH 8 JPYT Y0 1POPYES..

‘Pumping’ - another form of torture.

The convict was taken outside the guarded zone and forced — under punishment of death — to draw water with
a bucket from one hole in the ice and pour it out into another hole, fifteen to twenty metres away from the first.
‘Double pumping’ involved drawing water out of the first hole and pouring it immediately back into the same
hole; then drawing water out again, and pouring it out into another hole.
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IBEPCKOE NTPABHIIO-,DE3 ITOCSIEZHErO!”
(3475CERYHY MTEPES CORPALIEHNEN..) G
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-7lowaznn, HAYAREHHKLJOMA OCTASINED TPOE JETEH MEHA, 5OS6HAS PIATS...

-HE MOrYy-1IPHKA3 HAYANLLTBA! BESIEHO . BPAS 08 ﬂ/ipo,qﬂﬂféz/ﬁg/ﬁb J 5
(HEKOTOPSIE HAYATLHHR M SIAT EPER TINAIA HAKOMBINE, 507505 1 JPSI#X CTPOAKAX C
LETBI0, COKPRUIERNS YHETIR 3IK0B H IOJHATHS TPYTFOBOA JHCYNILINHL! BBESH
SBEPLKOE IPABNSIO -, BE3 /IOLAIEJHETD," T.E. PACLTPENINBANICS KAMTbIN 33K,
KOTOPbIN CTAHOBHIICS IOCREJHIM B CTPOK PABGYNX EPHIAJ 170 KOMAKJE /A PAEOTY
CTRHOBHCS! “H TAKNM OEPAIOM KA JbIA JEHD YHHYTOIKAIINCS JJIOCHEFHHE!. )

The bestial rule of ‘minus the last one’. Fifteen seconds before ‘reduction’.

‘Please chief! Spare me! I have three kids, a wife and a sick mother at home.’

‘I can’t. I have orders not to spare the lives of enemies of the people.’

Some wardens of the Gulag camps in Kolyma, construction sites Nos. 501-505, and some others, in order to
‘reduce the number of prisoners’ and to improve work discipline, introduced a bestial rule they called ‘minus
the last one’. The prisoners who were last to line up after the ‘Line up for work!” command were shot. Every
day the ‘last’ prisoner was killed.
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B LJIOH € ropsi CEKMPHOR CIYCKASTH 33K08, IPHBASAHHEIX K
BPEBHY 10 JIECTHHLE B 305 CTYIIEHEN IECTHHYY HASL/BASIA:

TOJOBOR,, MOROTHIKOR,, JECTHHLEN CMEPTH, , JOPOTOA B
PAN" JKEPTBAMY CTAKHOBHTHCD OBbIYHO 3AKJIFDYEHIBIE
N3, KTTACCOBLIX BPAIOB. B KOHLE CITYCKA MX TESIA NTPEBPA-

WATNCE B KPOBABOE MECHAD. ..

In the Solovki Special Prison Camp (SLON), prisoners were tied to a heavy log and thrown down the 365 stairs
of the Sekirnaya Mound. The stairs had different nicknames, such as: ‘The Year-Long Stairs’, ‘The Thresher’,
“The Stairs of Death’ and ‘The Road to Heaven’. The victims of the stairs were usually ‘class enemy’ convicts.
By the time the victims reached the bottom, their bodies had turned into a bloody, unrecognisable pulp.
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HAaKA3AHNE 33KA 34 HEITOBHHOBEHHE M HAITAZLE-
HHE HA PAEOTHHKA ALMUHHC TPALNH JIATEPA...

B yyPEXTEHNAX THNAIA 3AKTIOYEHHIE TOFBEPIANUES WECTOYAH-
WHM HAKRA3AHHAM 3A HANAJEHHE HA PABOTHIKOB H T/, COMPOTHBIIEH-
HE PEXHMY COREPMANNS, OTKA3 OT PABOTS]BINIOTS J0 PACCTPESIA
HITH SMEPYBNIEHNS [OJI0[0M 8 UH30 (WTPAPHOM H30/7TOPE)...

Punishment of a convict for disobedience or an assault on the prison authorities.

In the Gulag penal institutions, prisoners were punished severely for assaults on prison authorities or other
employees, disobedience, or refusal to work. Punishments varied, but ranged all the way up to execution or forced
starvation to death in the SHIZO (isolation cells).
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PaccTrEl PABOTHUKAMH HTTT TG4, BPAT OB
HAPOLA, H30E/THYEHHBIX B PAUHCTCKOM 34/ OBOPE..

i A ¢

B1941-951 1. yROBOZH TE M HTTI TINAIA, BOACE NORACTD KA PPOHT, CAANH BHKE]
COCP PaRECHPHIYNPOBAKHHBIE JOHECEHHS O, PACKPLITHH HTHKBHIAYH A/
BOPOB BPAI OB HAPOJA, KOTOPAIE T6ITASTHES & L.PAIOPYHHTL H SHTD OXPAHY
U ARITHHHE TPAYHH HTNL 2 FAXBATHT O TPRHCAOPT H NPOPBATLLS HA COEJHHE-
HHE C PAWHCTAITH.3. B3PLIBATE 3ABOTSI H PAEPHKH, CHAEMHAIOUYHE PPOHT. 4,
WKEYL IPOJOBONBLTBEHHIE CRAATBI. 5. SHHYTONATS M. J. NYTH, MOLTSLM0 KOTO-
P5IM CHABMAITCS BONCKA PPOHTOB.6.BECTH BOH B TINY CLLPT YFTH A PYSEM. .

Execution by firing squad of the ‘enemies of the people’ exposed as ‘fascist plotters’ by Gulag guards.

Between 1941 and 1945 [when the USSR was fighting the Second World War], the authorities of the Gulag prison
camp, afraid of being sent to the front line, sent falsified reports to the NKVD. They claimed to have ‘exposed
and stopped conspiracies undertaken by enemies of the people’ who had attempted the following actions: 1.
To disarm and kill the guards and the prison administration. 2. To capture transportation and break through
to join the fascist forces. 3. To blow up plants and factories that produced supplies for the Soviet Army. 4. To
burn down food supply warehouses. 5. To destroy railroads and bridges, used to deliver supplies to the soldiers
at the front line. 6. To engage in warfare on the home front of the USSR. 7. To escape abroad, etc.
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JrofI0BHAK-6PTALIHP, BOCIHTBIBAET "WHTEJTHTEHTOB...

-4 BAC, IPOPECCOPOB, AKATIEMHKOB H BLIKHMX MHTE/IN-
TEHTHKOB;TPHIIYPKOB HAYYY BKA/IBIBATH B 3OHE! DY JJE-
TE JJEJIATH 10 TPA HOPMbI!... BCEX TAZI0B 3AMOYY!...

A for convict ‘teaches’ the intellectuals.

‘T'll teach you professors, academics and other eggheads how to sweat your guts out in prison! You’re gonna
be doing three quotas a day! I'll kill all you bastards!’

* Most intellectuals were ‘political’ prisoners sentenced under Article 58 (see page 81). Officially they were forbidden to occupy
‘trustee’ positions where their abilities might be put to some use; instead they were made to do physical work. They had to rapidly adapt
to survive or the camp system would quickly crush them.
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HBYATIBETBO 1 OXPAHA JATEPER 3ﬂﬁfao/ﬂoﬁ//£ﬂ//£ /fﬂPMb/ﬁb/PIb‘ﬂfA’//
H OCTYUWAHHE 33K0B ,BPAI OB HAPOJA " lIPH AKTHBHOM Y4ALC THH GEP-
HbIX CBOHX NIOMOUHHKOB Y ONIOBHHKOB-YPOK PA3JEBANTH MEPT Bb/
HOLGNA N IPHBSIZLIBANIN K JEPEBLAM.  SAHECKONIKO YALOB IKGJH TE-
PATTH MHOIO KPOBH, TENR HX PRCITYXAIIH H YALTO HACTYNANIA CMEPTS. ..

A widespread punishment in the Gulag for breaching internal prison regulations was called ‘Gnat Bait' (also
‘Mosquito Bait’, ‘Midge Bait').

For failure to meet labour quotas and for disobedience, the prison authorities and guards, with the help from
their loyal assistants — the urkas, stripped the ‘enemies of the people’ naked and tied them to trees. In a matter
of hours the victims lost a great deal of blood. Their bodies swelled up, and the outcome was often death.
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HEKOTOPBIE H3YBEPLI YA BragsI K416 TA PATH
TIOTEXH, WEHUHH 13 KOHTHHIEHTA, BPAT OB HAPOLA"
34 [TPOBHHHOCTE CAMASIH HA MYPABEHHHKA...

e B
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MOROLBIX WEHWHH OTKAZABUNXCA BbITb SIKIEOBHHUYAMH TRIRYER ] SN/ A,
CAMAIH KR MYPRABEHHHKH, NPHBAILIBANH K JEPEBLAMHA KOMAPL! H
MYPRBLH."HHOIJA BO BIIATANIHUYE BOTABISSIH PRCTHTENILHIR) TPYEKY -
JYIRY HIH BEPECTY CBEPHYTYRD TPYEKOH JJ/15 BXOJR MYPRESTM, HA KO-
TH [IPHBE35/IBRIIH PALIANKY. YRCTO NRARYAM NIOMOIRIIH 33YKH-BOPOBKA...

During the cult of personality, some sadistic guards, for their own entertainment, put women ‘enemies of
the people’ on ant hills for ‘infractions’.

Young women who refused to be the concubines of the Gulag executioners were put on ant hills and tied to a
tree. Sometimes, a tube made out of birch bark or another kind of hollow tube, was inserted into the vagina so
the ants could crawl inside. The legs were fixed with a pole. Female criminals often assisted the guards.
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Escapees and Deniers
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[IofABIERNE JIATEPHOIO BYHTA 3AKJIHYEHHBIX B

C 71PHBo30M BHTI] T'YNIAIA BIBLIMX PPOHTOBHKOB 22 MiPOS
3 3AMATHONA EBPONBLYYACTUIINCE JIATEPHBIE BYHTEI H3-3 .
Y. BYHTBI 39K0B IIOJAB/ISINCS MECTOYAHIWHMH MEPAMA.
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04 BOAKDI, IITEHEHHBIX M JENTOPTHPOBAHHbIX IPAMTAH COCP
\BEPCKOIO OTHOWEHNA K 33KAM COCTOPOHS! AIMHHHETPA-

The suppression of a revolt in the camp using internal troops of the MVD and tanks.* 1947.

After the Second World War, many soldiers, POWs and citizens of the USSR were deported from Europe and
sent to the Gulag camps. The number of prison revolts due to the inhumane practises of the administration
toward prisoners increased. The revolts were suppressed with brute force.

* “The sociology of the political prisoners had also undergone changes: the place of a large percentage of the meek victims of the Great
Terror was taken by yesterday’s tough soldiers and by people from the recently annexed territories. The loyal supporters of the regime
still remaining behind barbed wire were now outnumbered by active non-conformers... Strikes broke out in many camps, often leading
to rebellions; they were brutally suppressed, sometimes with the use of tanks, though “diplomacy” was resorted to in moderate cases
(Filshtinsky 1994).’ Leona Toker, Return from the Archipelago, 2000.



HIRASAAHE STTIE4 08 TTOCHIE POSBICKA, SAJEPRAHAS, JIPH DKAZAHNK MATERLIETD CONPOTHBAENNS E11BA HE PASOIPARHBIE PO3SICKAON
COBAKOA BEITELbI JOBHBATHES OXPAKOR YTOBS! HE BOIHTSLA C TPYIAMA H HE JOCTABJIATS Y5MTbIX B JATEPS, KHCTH PYK Y HHX
OTPEAHES JVIG JAKTHIIOLKONTHPOBANMS HERHCAHHA YoHTSIX BHTTYIAIA... CLSTHAKH HIOIZA OTPESAIN SH)

Punishment of escapees after they were found and caught. If they showed the least bit of resistance, escapees,
nearly torn to shreds by dogs, were finished off by the guards. So they didn’t have to bring the bodies back to
the prison camp, the guards cut off the dead escapees’ hands for fingerprinting and for writing them off at the
Gulag®. (Some ‘jokers’ often cut off the escapees’ ears.)

* Varlam Shalamov describes how a Corporal Postnikov ambushed and killed an escaped convict, six miles from the mine at Arklagla:
‘Postnikov took an axe and chopped off both hands at the wrist so that bookkeeping could take fingerprints. He put the hands in his pouch
and set off home to write up the latest report on a successful hunt... That night the dead man got up and with the bloody stumps of his
forearms pressed to his chest somehow reached the tent in which the convict-labourers lived. His pale face drained of blood, he stood
at the doorway and peered in with unusually blue, crazed eyes. Bent double and leaning against the doorframe, he glared from under
lowered brows and groaned. He was shaking terribly. Black blood spotted his quilted jacket, his pants, and his rubber boots. He was given
some hot soup, and his terrible wrists were wrapped in rags. Fellow prisoners started to take him to the first-aid station but Corporal
Postnikov himself, along with some soldiers, came running from the hut that served as the outpost. The soldiers took the man off somewhere
- but not to the hospital or the first-aid station. I never heard anything more of the prisoner with the chopped-off hands.’ Varlam Shalamoyv,
Kolyma Tales, 1980.
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' I
~TbL, YEPHOMOMHKMH TH, MOPZIAMHJOBCKAR, CPYSHTE BOH TE KYCT b/L...
-HAa YASBHHK, BEJ]b SACTPE/IH IS P ITOXKE 3 PAAMKAMH 30HB. .

KAK TOIBKO 39KH BLIXOIHIIH 34 OXPAHSEMYAD 30HY, PA3TIABANIACS KOMAKTA , GPHIALIA, IOKHC !

H CIINHBI HEITIELOB 10 YCTABY MBI IPOUNBASIA ABTOMATHAS OYEPED... IPEMAS - 90 PY6IEH

‘Hey you, black-arse, and you, yid! Go and chop down those bushes over there!’

‘But, chief, you’re going to shoot us! It’s outside the flagged zone.’

As soon as the prisoners strolled beyond guarded territory, the guards commanded, ‘Brigade, get down!’ and
a burst of machine-gun fire hit the backs of the ‘escapees’, in accordance with the regulations of the MVD."
The bonus was forty rubles.

* ‘I was working with Rybakov, who was gathering berries in a tin can during the rest periods, and whenever Seroshapka [the guard]
looked the other way. If Rybakov could manage to fill the can, the guards’ cook would give him some bread. Rybakov’s undertaking began
to assume major dimensions... While working and gathering berries, we had approached the border of the forbidden ‘zone’, without
even noticing it. The markers were hanging right over our heads... Ahead, however, were hummocks of sweet-brier, cowberry, and
blueberry... Rybakov pointed at his can, not yet full, and at the sun, slowly setting on the horizon. Slowly he crept toward the enchanted
berries. I heard the dry crack of a shot, and Rybakov fell face down among the hummaocks. Seroshapka waved his rifle and shouted: “Leave
him there, don’t go near him.” Seroshapka cocked his rifle and shot in the air. We knew what this second shot meant. Seroshapka also
knew. There were supposed to be two shots - the first one a warning.’ Varlam Shalamov, Kolyma Tales, 1980.
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OCTHABKA Y6HTOI0, BPAIAHAPOIA" fIPH TOLETE B

771 F417 FPY/0A

25’

Hrorga ysn10ro nosm3ocTy 0T UTJ BEITIEUA JEMOHCTPATHBHO HEC-
JIN B 30HY HA WELTE (EPIH) KAK KABAHA NITH KOCYIIHI HA 5OAPLKOH
OXOTE, 470 [IPOH3BOJHIIO HA SARITHOYEHHBIX Y7PYYAIOUYNN 3P PEKT.

Y 96uTOr0 BEIAEYA BRAM OTHTTI QTPESASIN KHCTH PYK /15 JAKTH-
JIOCKOITHPOBAHHS M CIIHCAHNS 33KA. TPY/1 OCTABASNH B TAHI E,TYHJPE ..

An ‘enemy of the people’, killed after trying to escape, is delivered back to the Gulag prison camp by a group
of convicts and guards.

Occasionally, when an escapee was killed close to the prison, his body was demonstratively brought back into
the camp on a stick, like a wild boar or a deer after a hunt. The spectacle was very dispiriting for the prisoners.
If an escapee was killed far away from the camp, his hands were cut off for fingerprinting and writing off. The
body was left out in the taiga or tundra.
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YronosHHKrH 1K MOBEIAX M3 JATTBHHX CEBEPHLIX SATEPEY [YIHTA
CMAHNBAIIH € COBOH (H3-3A HEBOIMOMHOLTH FANALTHEL TPOTYKTA-
MU BYCNIOBHAX HTJT) JPYIHX 33K0B, KOTOPBIX YEHBAJH 8 /7Y TH.
TAKHE MEPTBSI SIFOOEJICTBA HA Y ONOBHOM W AP OHE HA3b/BA-
JHCE, 5bIYKAMH. CKONBKO CBELEHD TAKHUX, 614K OB, HEHZBECTHO...

A criminal kills a ‘calf’ during a prison escape.

Because they could not store food while in prison, criminals in remote northern prison camps of the Gulag*
would coax another inmate to run away with them.t They then killed them in the taiga. The slang word for these
victims of cannibalism was bychok (‘calf’). It is impossible to say for certain how many ‘calves’ were eaten.

* The remoteness of the Kolyma region took on mystical status among its inmates, who referred to it as the ‘planet’. ‘Kolyma, Kolyma
/ Wonderful planet! / Twelve months of winter, / The rest summer.”: Kolyma prisoners’ song.

T ‘When you have a huge community of people who dream of nothing but escape, it is inevitable that every possible means of doing so
will be discussed. A “walking supply” is, in fact, a fat prisoner. If you have to, you can kill him and eat him. And until you need him, he
is carrying the “food” himself.” Edward Buca, Vorkuta, 1976.
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-Bsr yr0,34 5TY MA3HID NYJIH0 B J106 3AXOTEJTH ?....
-TPRXAAHUH MANOP, Mbl HE BHHOBATbI! KTO-T0 HOYbI0 3ABPANICS B MACTEPCKYO M BITHCA/ 3TH. EYKBLLM:..

An incident in the art shop of the Dalstroy* Gulag prison camp. 1949.

Vertical signs on the left read (incomplete): ‘The MVD is the Guardian of Public Order in [...]'; ‘The Gulag is
the Foundation of [...]'; Socialist[...]'. Vertical signs on the right read (incomplete): ‘Enemies of the USSRY!’;
‘VKP(b)!'". Verse on the poster on the right reads: ‘Shut up, Europe / You total fool! / Comrade Murlo'/ Is laughing
at you. / Fat-bestial,} / Narrow-minded. / Europeans, / On what did you spread your powdery pollen? V.
Mayakovsky’'. Horizontal signs read (top to bottom): ‘Long Live Communism - the Bright Future of All
Humanity'; ‘One of the Testaments of the Great Leader of the Proletariat was: Suffer, Suffer, and Suffer
Again. V. I. Lenin’. [Note: The original quote by Lenin was ‘Study, study, and study again.’ The word uchitsya (to study)
has been altered by adding the letter m and a stress mark, so it reads muchitsya (to suffer). ‘May the Great
Revolutionary Teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin Live Forever!’.$

‘Are you out of your mind? Do you want a bullet in the forehead for this rubbish?’
‘Comrade Major, it’s not our fault! Someone crept into the shop and added those M’s.’
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* Dalstroy (the Far North Construction Trust) was created by the NKVD to oversee the development of an infrastructure to support gold
mining activities in the Kolyma region. During its lifespan (1932-1953) Dalstroy established around eighty Gulag camps for this
urpose.

The lines are from the poem The Movie Fad (Kinopovetrie) by Vladimir Mayakovsky. Some words have been altered, however. The
‘Comrade Charlot’ of the original (Charlie Chaplin’s eponymous character in The Tramp (1915), was known as Charlot in many
European countries) has been altered to read ‘Comrade Murlo’, i.e. ‘Comrade Ugly Face’.

% Another alteration of the text. The original poem uses the word zhirnozhivotye (fat-belly); here the letter # has been added so it reads
zhirnozhivotnye (fat-bestial).

§ Propaganda was a part of everyday Soviet life, ubiquitous in film, radio, posters, placards and wall-papers (paper was in short supply
so sheet versions of newspapers were pasted onto walls). The authorities found more unusual places to locate their slogans. Carved into
rock in Magadan: ‘Glory to Stalin, the Greatest Genius of Mankind’, ‘Glory to Stalin the Best Friend of the Workers and Peasants’, etc.
Also recently discovered through Google Earth, a 600 metre long message ‘celebrating’ Lenin’s anniversary: ‘Lenin 100 Years’. Made
in 1970 by felling timber in a Siberian forest, the trees left standing form the letters. Only visible from the sky, it has been suggested it
was ‘constructed’ specifically for American spy satellites.
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Hacuise TBEHHOE KOPMJIEHHE 3AK/IFOYEHHOI O, 06 BABHBIEFQ IO/10]08-
KY [TUTATESIBHON CMECHH YEPE3 HO3ZPAD...

170 3HKOHAM COBETCKOIO [YMAHNIMA TYCKATH NTYJIH0B 3ATbI/I0K
MOXHO TOJSIbKO 3J0POBO/ MEPTBE C TEMIIEPATYPOA TESIA36,6-37.:.

Force-feeding a prisoner on a hunger strike® with a nutrient solution through the nostril.
According to the most ‘humane’ Soviet laws, only a healthy individual with a body temperature of 36.6° to
37° C could be shot in the head.

* ‘For the first few days, no one takes a blind bit of notice. Then, after several days — sometimes as many as ten or twelve — they transfer
you to a special cell set aside for such people, and start to feed you artificially, through a pipe. It is useless to resist, for whatever you do
they twist your arms behind your back and handcuff you. This procedure is usually carried out in the camps even more brutally than in
remand prison — by the time you’ve been force-fed once or twice you are often minus your teeth...” Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony,
1969. Marchenko died in prison in 1986 following complications after an extended hunger strike.
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- SATSHH-KA MO0 KII6THO, H 5 PBAHY B CAHYACTS HA NEPEBA3KY....
YrOROBHHKH, YALE BOPbI YTOBbEI HM3BABHTHCS OT TAMEEIX

OBLUYHX PABOT, OTPYEA/IM CEBE NIATIbLIbI, KHCTH PYKH, [TIOTAIIH SIOMAY,

TBO3JN TR, BHTIITYIAIA HX HA3HIBASIH-CAMOPYELMACTEIPYHKHTA.

‘Bind up my stump real tight now, and I’'m going to run to the hospital to have it dressed.’
To avoid hard labour, criminals, usually thieves, often cut off their own fingers or hands," swallowed spoons or
nails, etc.t They were called samorubs (self cutters) or mastyrshchiks (maimers) in the Gulag prison camps.

* ‘One prisoner tells the story of a thief who cut off four fingers of his left hand. Instead of being sent to an invalid camp, however, the
invalid was made to sit in the snow and watch as others worked. Forbidden to move around, on pain of being shot for attempted escape,
“very soon he himself requested a shovel and, moving it like a crutch, with his surviving hand, poked at the frozen earth, crying and
swearing.”’ Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003.

T I have many times witnessed some of the most fantastic incidences of self-mutilation. I have seen convicts swallow huge numbers of
nails and barbed wire; I have seen them swallow mercury thermometers, pewter tureens (after first breaking them up into “edible”
proportions), chess pieces, dominoes, needles, ground glass, spoons, knives and many other similar objects; I have seen convicts sew
up their mouths or eyes with thread or wire; sew rows of buttons to their bodies; or nail testicles to a bed, swallow a nail bent like a hook,
and then attach this hook to a door by way of a thread so the door cannot be opened without pulling the “fish” inside out. I have seen
convicts cut open the skin on their arms and legs and peel it off as if it were a stocking ... or cover themselves with paper and set fire
to themselves; or cut off their fingers, or their nose, or ears, or penis...” Edward Kuznetsov, Prison Diaries, 1975.
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The Country Becomes a Gulag
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[0/107-71106HMOE JETHIYE H BEYHBIHA CIYTHHKKIICL

B1930-33rr. KUHMyH/fBTb/ BB5OPSSE CK/IACCOBbIM BPAIOM CO3JA/H HCKYCCTBEHHSIA FONON HA YKPAHHE, B GENOPYCCHH,
KA3AXCTAHE,CHENPH H JRPETHONAX NYTEM NTOJIHOIO B6IBO3A XAEBA, KPYIT6I, MACAIA, CKOTA HT7.C IPHMEHEHHEM
BOACKITIY-2/18 NIPORAMH 3R FPAHHLY.HAPORY CTPAHDI 3TA KOHPHEKAYHS CTONA 1213 MHITHONOB MHIHEA...

Famine - dearest child and companion of the Communist Party.

Between 1930 and 1933, the Communists artificially created a great famine in Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan,
Siberia, and other regions, in order to fight the ‘class enemy’. They used GPU troops to take bread, grain, butter
and cattle by force, and then sold the goods abroad.” This expropriation cost the lives of twelve to thirteen million
ordinary people.$

* The grain confiscation and its subsequent export was vital for the Soviet Union. The hard currency generated by its sale was used to
buy machinery essential for the compulsive collectivization of the country.

t Although it is impossible to gauge the death toll of this famine accurately, modern sources set the figure between six to eight million.
§ ‘In the morning horses pulled flat-top carts through the city and the corpses of those who had died in the night were collected. I saw
one such flat-top cart with children lying on it. They were just as I have described them, thin, elongated faces, like those of dead birds,
with sharp beaks. These tiny birds had flown into Kiev and what good had it done them? Some of them were still muttering, and their
heads still turning. I asked the driver about them, and he just waved his hands and said: ‘By the time they get where they are being taken
they will be silent too.” Vasily Grossman, Forever Flowing, 1972, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet
Collectivization and the Terror-Famine, 1986).
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LAHHTAPHBIA OTCTPER PASOTHHKAMA KB 114PTHA-
ﬁ’b/}( H IR KAJIPOB //ﬂl//fﬂ//ﬂ/lb//b/)( PECTTYLSIHK 6’17['/”..

Bropbi cTannHn3MA NEPHOINYECKH IPOH3BOJHITHCS, C LESTLHD
[TIPOPHUJIAK THKHM BOSHHKHOBEHHA HALYHOHANIBHOIQ lTIPABOLOSHAHHUA Y
HEPYCCKHMX HAPOJI0B, BbIEOPOYHBIE PACCTPENb! TAPTHAHbIX, COBE TCKHX,
X0359HCTBEHHbIX M TBOPYECKHX PASOTHHKOB 110 K Oﬂﬂﬁﬂf HILEHTPAMH
HAXE CNYCKANNCH PA3HAPAZIKM HA KOSIMYECTBO,r0N08, NOJO6HO
OXQTHHYLHM TMLIEH3NAM HA OTCTPEN 3BEPEA 118 BUIAM-JIOCEV,
CAHrAKOB, KAEAHOB, APXAPOB, MEJBELEAN T.J.

The ‘sanitary shootings' of Party members and other executives of the USSR republics by the NKVD.

During the Stalin era targeted executions were carried out by order of the Centre, in order to discourage
aspirations of national identity and rights among non-Russians. Victims included Party members, Soviet
employees, economic organisations, and artists. Sometimes an order would include a required number of ‘head,’
similar to a hunting license for killing different animals: elk, saigas, boars, wild rams, bears, etc.
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1944r. ApecT n 0TNPABKA B 4141 IPELRATENIEH-PP. .

~BAWH JEZIBI, EAEYWKH, 5PATLS, CECTPSI, MEHBI, JETH 1 JPYIHE POJCTBEHHHKA
POJnH6! H CTAPWEND 5PATA-BENHKOIQ PYCCKOIO HAPOZA! [TPHKASLIBAID CHATS JINYF
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HTOBHKOB: KAJTIMbIK OB, HHI YLIEH YEYEH M JPYTHX...
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[TTYE0KOM THITY HALEH KPACHOH APMHUH BCTANIH HA 1YTh [IPEJATENEN COBETCKOH
IE OPYMHE, OPIIEHA N MEZIANH! TTPH COMPOTHBIIEHAH BYJETE PACCTPENITHBIHAMECTE!

P 3

1944. The arrest and deportation to the Gulag of the ‘traitor’ soldiers of the Second World War: Kalmyks,
Ingushes, Chechens and others.
The sign reads: ‘Warsaw 500 km’'.

“Your grandfathers, grandmothers, sisters, wives, children and other relatives on the home front of the Red
Army started down the path of traitors of the Soviet Motherland and its older brother — the great Soviet pcople!
I hereby command you to lay down your guns, decorations and medals! If you resist arrest you will be shot dead
on the spot.’
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BOEHH3HPOBAHHOE ITOFPASHESERHE H3 33K 0B IIH/A...

e

% AL

TIEPER BOHHON B 1935-901 1 110 YKA3AHHKD HETRIINHAN BEPHS CPOPMUPOBAS H3
33K08 67 KPYNIHbIX BOEHH3HPOBAHHbIX COEJHHEHNH. KOTOPSIE TOCIIE KPAT-
KON [IOJrOTOBKH B CIIEYHANLHEIX SIRTEPSIX CHEHPH 1t YPASIABOOPYHEHNIE
TONIbKO CTPESIKOBbIM OPYMHEM)CKPSITHO BbIIIH IO TAHYTEIK IANTAJHEIM [PA-
HHLYAM.ITO Bb1/1H COEJJHHEHHS NEPBOID YJRPA (. ITIUEYHOE MACO ") C NIOJPA3JE-
JIEHNSMHU TRHROJECAHTHHROB HA BT-3,5T-8 C T5MM TILKAMH H HBHALYHOHH6IMH
MOTOPAMY (TAHKH THIIAKPHCTH )PA3BHBAILHMN CROPOCTE HA XOPOWHX BOPO-
TAXJOT10Kkm B 4AC. B 19411 B [IEPBbLIN MELTLY BOHHEI ITH. BOEHHIHPOBAHHIE
COEJJUHEHHST M3 33K0B [YSTAIA BbITH PA3IPOMITEHS! H ITEHEHB! HEMEYKO-
PAUNCTLR UMY BOHCKAMH, T.K. HE MOITIH OKAZATE CEPLESHAIO CONPOTHBIIE-
HNS H3-3A [1/70X0r0 BOOPYMEHHS H CIIAEO0H BOEBOH TGHIOTOBKA. ..

An armed unit made up of Gulag convicts.

By the order of Joseph Stalin, in 1939 and 1940, right before the start of the Second World War, Lavrenty Beria
formed six or seven large armed units made up of prisoners. After brief training at specialised boot camps in
Siberia and the Urals, armed only with rifles and handguns, they were secretly transported to the western borders
of the USSR. These were the ‘first hit’ units — cannon fodder — sent before the regiments on diesel engined
BT-7 and BT-8 tanks with 45 mm cannons (based on the Christie tank). The tanks were very mobile and could
reach speeds of 110 km/h on a good road surface. In 1941, during the first month of the war, these armed units
of Gulag convicts were defeated and taken as prisoners of war by the German forces. They were unable to put
up any real resistance due to poor training and insufficient armaments.
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H3 THTIIEPOBCKOIQ ARA B CTATIMHCKHA COUNAIMCTUYECKMA PAN...
-BAC NIPUBE3/TH B HAL YIIAT KAK NPEJATENEA POIMHbI! B/ BLE 10C-
JIE PRHERHS TTOMANIN B IUTER B 19491 r0fY! BMECTO 50Pbb/ 10 /700 -
JIEJHETO B37I0XA M KAILIH KPOBH OTCHIKHBASIHES HA CbI THIX HE-
MELKO-PAIHCTCKHX TAAKAX B DYXEHBANIJIE, OCBEHLHME, JAXAY!
BbI BCE CBOEH TPYCOLTHH) OIT030PHIIH HALY KPACHYD APMALD...

From Hitler’s hell to Stalin’s socialist heaven.

‘You were brought to the Gulag because you are traitors to the Motherland. You were all taken prisoner of war
after you were wounded in 1941.” Instead of fighting to the last drop of blood, to the last breath, you were fattening
yourself up on nutritious German Fascist rations in Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Dachau! With your cowardice,
you have shamed our Red Amy!’t

* Prisoners of war who returned to Russia after the Second World War were viewed as traitors. They were transported directly to the Gulag
and handed long sentences for their supposed cowardice.

1 Baldaev has ironically given the camp commander the characteristics of Leon Trotsky — founder and commander of the Red Army. One
of the original leaders of the October Revolution of 1917, he was murdered in exile in 1940. Under orders from Stalin, a KGB agent fatally
wounded him with an ice axe.
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-HY M XXNBYYH ITH HALINOHASINCTSI, TPH HEJJEJIH BESEM,A Y 3THX Y4X0-
HOK ELUE MX IJEHKH MHBBIE!KAK KOHYHTCS MX MPATBA.BCE IY6A BANYT...
AAUNOHATIHCTAMU BbIIN: SCTOHLBI JINTOBLIBI, JIATBILUN, SKPAHHLS,

YEYEHBI, KANIMbIKH, HEMLbI... M PA3HBIE [TPOYHE HEPYCCKHUE ...

‘Damn nationals just wouldn’t die. We’ve been transporting them for three weeks now, and even their little bastards
are still alive! But that’s okay. Once they run out of food, they’re all going to kick the bucket.’
The ‘nationals’ were Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, Chechens, Kalmyks, Germans and various

other non-Russians.
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Brofibl KY/I6TA THIPENHAIE KAMEPA C ,BPATAMH
HAPOZA " BbITH NTO]0EHEI CEILAAHBIM BOYHAM...

iz Wrth: T
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APECTOBAHHBIE BbIIIN BbIHYMIEHBI OTHbIXATH (CIATH) 10 OYEPELH
U [T0BOPAYHBATBES OJHOBPEMEHHO, YTO6bIHE OTNIEIMATS bOKA HA
KAMEHHOM HJTH 5ETOHHOM IONY, T.K.IOCTENb HE BbIRABANACL,HKTO
CIIAN JHEM, TOT HECTOKO HAKA3BIBANILS KAPLIEPOM H HIBHEHHUEM...

During the reign of the cult of personality, the ‘enemies of the people’ were packed into prison cells like
sardines in a can.*

Prisoners had to take turns resting (sleeping). They had to turn over all at the same time, so the sides of the
body did not go numb lying on the concrete floor. There were no beds in the cells. Those who slept during the
day were severely punished with beatings or locked up in an isolation cell.
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I MAPTA 19531 BECTb 0 CMEPTH CTANIMHA bb1/IA BLTPEYE

N

-YPA! b0/ W0K NHGHOE] 1070X! PESSTA, MYZPEALHI H3 MY,
H03HOH KOMMYHHCTHYECKOA TAPTHH BAHIHTOB CJ0X!YP
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HA MHJTHORAMH 33K08 IIAIA € 60/161U0H PAROCTHLA...

TPEAUNX OTEPOCHST KOIbITA! Ypa! Bowas BKIIE)-BCECO-
11 CTAIHH JY5A AN, JA 34PABCTBYET AMHHCTHA! YP4L...

5th March 1953. Millions of Gulag prisoners rejoice at the news of Stalin's death.

‘Hooray! The great cannibal has kicked the bucket! Hey fellas, the wisest of the wise is pushing up daisies! Hooray!
The leader of the VKP (b) — the All-Union Communist Party of Bandits® — pegged out! Hooray! Stalin has danced
his last dance! Amnesty! is here! Hip-hip hooray!

* The prisoners’ ‘interpretation’ of the letter b, which officially stood for Bolsheviks.

1 Initially this amnesty only applied to criminal prisoners and political prisoners with sentences of five years or less (this meant that few
y ty only app! P P P

political prisoners were actually released, as their terms were usually greater than five years).
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MOPCKHE BAPYKH C.BPAIAMH HAPOLA-PALAMH
T41A HKBIJ-MBI] CLCP Ha TPOCTOPAX OKEAHA...

BMECTO BbINYCKA MHBANNJOB, BOTIHIX, JOXOHAT - BE3BHHHEIX JIHGJEN, BPA-
08B HAPOJA " HA CBOBOLY, X COTHIMH, THICAYAMU [PY3HIHU B CITHCAHHBIE
CTAPHIE BAPMH H OTEYKCHPOBSIBAIIH B MOPE,HKAK TPABHIIL 3TH EAPHH
TOHSIH OT, MOPLKOA CTHXHH- LI TOPMA. TAK,COKPRUARIIOCE YHETTO 33K DB e

Barges carrying ‘enemies of the people’, slaves of the Gulag, out to sea.

Instead of discharging the disabled, sick, ‘goners’ and innocent ‘enemies of the people’, hundreds and
thousands of them were loaded onto old, written-off barges. The barges were then towed out to sea, where they
usually sank due to ‘the elements’ — in storms.” This was how the numbers of prisoners were ‘reduced’.

* Stories of this practise are common although first-hand accounts are scarce: ‘Narbut’s death was incomparably worse. They say that
he was employed in the transit camp to clean out the cesspits and that together with other invalids he was taken out to sea in a barge,
which was blown up. This was done to clear the camp of people unable to work. I believe that such things did happen. When I later arrived
in Tarusa, there was an old ex-convict called Pavel who used to get water and firewood for me. Without any prompting from me, he once
told me how he had witnessed the blowing up of a barge — first they had heard the explosion and then they had seen the barge sinking.’
Nadezhda Mandelstam, Hope Against Hope, 1999.
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OnHHH3 MHOTHX, JECAHTOB CMEPTH W3,BPAI 0B HAPOZA,
BHICAMERHBIA SIH OM KB HA OFHI H3 ITSCTbIHHEIX OCTPO-
BOB APAITA 115 YMEPUBIIEHNS BE3 BOJBI H [THUYA... 79381

BT9171 ROMMYHHC TSI, IPHJA K BARCTH, YCTAHOBHITH PEMHM TEPPOPA. Ol OTHANH BCE
JEMORPRTHYECKHE NIPRBA HAPOJIOB POCCIN.B 19211 1 CORGBELRNX OCTPOBAX ELIIH
SAMOPEHbI ORONOM Z50TSIC.NINERHBIX BEROR APMIH, KAIARK JJOKA, RYSAHHHTE-
PEKA.BIOJb6! KYABTA IPOFONNAALS BbIBO3 COTEH THICTY KPECTSSH - KITAKOB

1, BPAIOB HAPOJA "HA NYCTEINKGIE OCTPOBA LTPAHYI /15 YMEPUYBAEHHS [ O/10F0M...

i

One of the many ‘troops of death’ made up of ‘enemies of the people’ that the NKVD of the Gulag landed
on one of the barren islands of the Aral Sea - and left to die there without food or water. 1938.

In 1917, when the Communists came to power, they established the reign of terror. They took away all
democratic rights from the people of Russia. In 1921, 250,000 POWs of the White Army, Cossacks from the Don,
Kuban and Terek were left to starve to death on the Solovetsky Islands. The deportation continued during the
period of the cult of the personality, when hundreds of thousands of kulak peasants and ‘enemies of the people’
were exiled and also starved to death.
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KyPonATHI-bLLP, PA3JIAYA SEMIH KPECTHAHAM"

_ : AL AW

~POTIHEHbK A, MOJIID, HE Y5HBAH! Y MEHS ZJOMA
OCTAJINCH MAJIEHBKME ZETKH!
~3EMJIH) 3AXOTENIA, CEAYAL EE NT0TY4HWb OT HKBL..

Kurapaty,* Byelorussian SSR. ‘Land for peasants.’

‘Son, please don’t kill me, for the love of God! I have small children at home!’
‘You want land? Here’s land for you, courtesy of the NKVD!’

* Kurapaty on the outskirts of Minsk was the site of a mass killing of several thousand civilians between 1937 and 1941. This action was
part of a repression of the Byelorusian people, following an attempt by their national leaders to form a breakaway movement from the
Soviet Union. The burial sites were not discovered until 1988 and, despite several separate investigations, responsibility for the murders
has never been completely established.
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YPY HKB] B rafbl K9/IbTA TEPHOIHYECKH [TPON3BL-
ﬂl/ﬂﬂ&'b MACCOBbIE PACCTPETIb! ,BPAI OB HAPOJA...
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MACCOBbIE , IPOPHAAKTHYECKHE OTCTPE/IbI "6ONbUWEBHKAMHU HAYATHCS B
20-Erofgsl 8 2 YCITOHE (YIPRBAEHHE LONOBELKMX TATEPEH DLOEDIO HAZHAYE-
HUSY-OTYE [YTTAIA. CTRINHH3IM BLETA ONTACAIICH HHTETTHIEH TO8.

B30-E rafjot MACCOBLIX PEMTPECCHI 3TANNLLBPAIOB HAPOJA, 8 OCHOBHOM
COCTORBUNE H3 HHTENSIUIEHTOS, ﬂfp//zwwfmﬂ O6MAHOM BbIBOFHIINCS
(BbIBO3NINCS) OT HECKONIbKUX COT J0 T6ICSY YENOBEK B BE3/HOFHGIE CTEN,
TAHTY 1 TYHIPY, T JE HX PACCTPEJTHBRITH CIEUNANIGHOIE KOMAHEb! YPY
HKB] 13 CTAHKOBBIX 1YSIEMETOB.

During the Stalin era, the UFU NKVD carried out mass-executions of the ‘enemies of the people’.

Mass-executions or ‘preventative executions’ by the Bolsheviks began in the 1920s in the USLON (Department
of Specialised Solovki Prison Camps), the ‘mother’ of the Gulag. Stalinism always feared the intelligentsia. In
the 1930s, at the peak of the purges, hundreds and even thousands of ‘enemies of the people’, mainly
intellectuals, were coaxed or forced into the steppes, taiga, or tundra. There they were shot by the UFU
NKVD using heavy machine guns.
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B Konbimckux 1Arepsx 50/16HbIX M CAABBIX MbUIN B AHE M 34
TEM 10 NTPEJ/I0MOM BbIJAYH BEJIbA YEPE3 JIPYIOH BbIXOK
SATOHSTIH O/IbIX U PACIIAPEHHBIX /TPH MOPO3E 50° BK/IETH HA
TPAKTOPHBIX CAHAX M BE3JTH HA bOJIOTA J/15 3AXOPOHEHHA...

In the Kolyma prison camps, the sick and weak were steamed in a sauna. Then — under the pretence of
returning their underwear to them at the opposite exit — they were forced into a cage, naked and steaming after
the sauna, while the temperature outside was 50° C below freezing. The cage with the prisoners was then hauled
away by tractor to a swamp, into which the bodies were thrown.
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Ny CTOH 817 Ha P TATHAAPOKOBHY PPEHKERS, KOMMYRHLT, CMOTPEN HA JHITERKAK HA SENDBEYECKHI HE GFSUEBTERHBIA MAT-
EPHAJL W3 KGTOPOIO HAJIO BIWATS BCE BOIMOMHOE H,LRHCATS B CITOHYIAIA BUMBHEIX, CTAPSIX, HCTOUEHHBIX [OAGHOM
HKATOPMHOA PAGOTOR OXPAKA 10 TIPHKA3ZY HAYANBCTBA PAIFEBANA CHAOA H SACTABASIIA IOMHTEES HA CHET H TIER TPH
MOPO3E B35-90rPARTYCOB B HASHIAKAE JPYIHM Y3HIKANM, HE BBINQTHABLINM JHEBHYHD HOPMY, HAMECTO YMEPLIHX PH-
BOAITH HOBLIX. TAK BE30CTRHOBOYHO PASOTASI KOHBEHEP CMEPTH [YJIAIA...

The executioner of the Solovki Gulag prison camp, Communist Naftaly Aronovich Frenkel,” viewed people as
a ‘human inanimate matter’ that should be squeezed out like a lemon and then written off. In the Solovki Gulag
prison camp, the guards, following the orders of the prison authorities, made the elderly prisoners, and those
weak from starvation and hard labour, take off their clothes and lie down on snow or ice, while the temperature
outside was 35° to 40° C below freezing. This was done for the edification of the other inmates, who didn’t fulfil
their quotas. This was the lethal conveyor belt of the Gulag in action, operating non-stop.

* Frenkel (1883-1960) first came to the Solovki Gulag as a prisoner. He is often credited with inventing the ‘nourishment scale’ (the
linking of an inmate’s ration to their rate of production), which was adopted by the administration. Although this has never been proven,
his astonishing rise within the camp system is undisputed. His ideas for turning the camps into profitable institutions came to the attention
of Stalin and, following his early release, were used across the Gulag system. Widely hated and feared, he was protected at the highest
levels, escaping purges and becoming Chief of Construction for the White Sea Canal where, according to Solzhenitsyn he utilised brutal
methods without compunction: ‘We have to squeeze everything out of a prisoner in the first three months — after that we don't need
him anymore.” In 1937 he became head of BAMLag (the Baikal Amur Mainline railway camp) and was Chief Directorate of Railroad
Construction until 1945. He was awarded the Order of Lenin three times and made a Hero of Socialist Labour.

191



192



KPEMJIEBCKHE [TOOMBITHBIE , KPOSIMKH !

N AN

710 YrA3AHNHD JLILDEPIH B KOHUE 30-X H 40X 10408
[IPHOBOPEHHBIX K PACCTPENTY , BPAIOB HAPOJA
MYMYHH U WEHLUMH PAIHOIO BOIPACTA HC/70./7530-
BA/TN B - MOCKBE U I~ WINXAHEI /15 SIAEOPATOP -
HbIX OITbITOB 110 TPUMEHEHNHI DOB (5OEBAIX OT-
PABJIFHOLUNX BEUYECTB).

The Kremlin's guinea pigs.

In the 1930s and 1940s, by order of Lavrenty Beria,” men and women ‘enemies of the people’ of all ages, who
had been sentenced to death, were used for testing chemical weapons in laboratories in Moscow and Shikhany.

* Lavrentiy Beria was made head of the NKVD in 1938, where he oversaw the deportation of thousands to the Gulag from Poland and
the Baltic states, following Soviet occupation of these countries. He mobilised the free labour offered by the camps to produce weapons
during the Second World War, and after the war was responsible for the direct ‘repatriation’ to the Gulag of many Soviet soldiers. When
Stalin died in 1953 he was made First Deputy Prime Minister, but was quickly denounced and executed by his political rivals.
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YPY bb1/10 CPOPMUPOBAHHO BIAMEH YOH ( YACTH OCOLOI 0 HAZHAYEHNS
BYK-IT1Y, T.E. KRPATETLHBIE) M 3AHNMANOCS , COKPAUIEHHEM "33K08T/IAIA
HKBJI- 50716 HBIX, L TPOPHKOB, OTKAIYHKOB M T . HA LEBEPE TTIOCTIE MAC-
COBbIX PACCTPENOB TPYI1b! 33K08 TONTM/IN B 50/10TAX-, 3b/6YHAX
HNITH 3APLIBASTH B BEYHYID MEP3JIOTY ., AMMOHANSHHKH TAKXKE YPY
HCNIONIHANO BMH (BbICLIYHO MEPY HAKAIAHNA ) 110 IPHI DBOPAM TPUEK,
0LO5/X COBEUAHMA HT].

The liquidation of prisoners by the Department of Physical Extermination (UFU) of the USSR's NKVD.

The UFU replaced ChONs (Specialised Units of the VChK GPU, i.e. punitive) and was in the business of
‘reducing’ the number of prisoners of the Gulag prisons via execution by firing squad of the sick, weak, those
who refused to work, and so on. In the north of the USSR, the bodies of the executed were thrown into
swamps or buried in ammonalniks® in the permafrost. The UFU also carried out capital punishment according
to sentences handed down by the NKVD Troikas, special meetings, etc.

* See page 93.
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110 1PHKASY, OTUA BCEX HAPOZOB" H.CTAJTHHA...

st

7990r; PACCTPE /T 1006CKHX O PHLIEPOB B SIECAX KATBIHA.
KOMMYHHCTS/ [TOCHE 3AXBATA BIIACTH B 1917/ BEIHIH OBSACTHEIX
HKPIIIHEIX TOPOOB OTIOPOJHIH TEPPHTOPHA JI/IS MACCOBBIX KAS-

HEX, KTIACLOBBIX BPAIOB 0L NEHHHIPATON - IEBAUOBEHAS /19C -
TOUWS I TOMCKOM-KOIALEBD, I: CMONIEHCKOM -KATbIHS HTJH T

By order of the ‘father of all peoples’, Joseph Stalin.

1940. The execution of Polish officers at Katyn Forest.* After coming to power in 1917, the Communists reserved
special territories around large cities and regional centres for mass executions of ‘class enemies’: Levashovskaya
Pustosh near Leningrad, Kolpashevo near Tomsk, Katyn near Smolensk and so on.

* Between April and May of 1940, approximately 22,000 Polish nationals (including 8,000 Polish officers) were executed in what is now
called the Katyn Massacre. In 1943 the German army found 4,243 bodies buried in a mass grave and attempted to use this discovery to
split the allies. Stalin responded to these accusations by claiming that the Germans had committed the crime. The Soviet Union denied
responsibility until 1990.
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b YaHu FTYIIA A  Jrosumoe JETHUE TAPTOKPATHI £
[T0C/IE OYEPELIHOIO OTCTPE/IA, BPArOB HAPOLA" ¥,
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lonprka3sy murnctra MBJ] CCCP Mapu,

IANIAJLIT DEPHSI PACCTPEJISHHBIE, A TAKXE YMEPL
TIPOTHIKASTHECD WTHIKOM B CERILE,H 0/10BbI ZbIPSBAIINCD KOHTPOJ/IbHbIMU BLICTPESIAM
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\YK-T11Y-HKB] TANIAHT/INBbIH YYHUTESIb TECTANO MBOACKCC...
13 ABTOMATOB B KOTbIMCKHX JIArELAX [9/IH/ 7

WIE 33KH, C LESIBID, IPOPHIIAK THKH, YTOBbI, SKMBOH® HE TPHUTBOPA/ICS MEPTBbIM"
W SINYHBIM COCTABOM YPY (YnPABIIEHUE PHIHYECKOr0 YHHYTOWEHNS) HKBJ CCCP...

N\ Laie v &9

Daily life of the Gulag. The favourite child of the party bureaucracy, the VChK, GPU, and NKVD, gifted
mentor of the Gestapo and the SS.
After an execution of ‘enemies of the people’ by the firing squad in the Kolyma Gulag prison camps.

By order of the Minister of the MVD of the USSR, Marshal Lavrenty Beria,” as a ‘preventive measure’,
prisoners who were executed or died of natural causes were stabbed in the heart with a bayonet and shot in
the head by the UFU of the NKVD. This was done so that ‘the living did not pretend to be dead’.
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The Settling of Scores Inside Camps
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Razborki (the settling of scores) took place among Gulag prisoners for any number of
reasons: to gain easier labour; for better clothes or footwear; for a better seat in the canteen
or at an event in the camp; for a better bunk; or for reasons of an ‘ideological’ nature. These
violent razborki were often initiated by criminals belonging to the ‘suit’ (caste) of
thieves, who claim leadership among the prisoners, and always considered themselves
as having the highest status in the camp hierarchy. Scores were settled through fights,
the infliction of severe injuries and killings.

Following the abolition of the death penalty for murder in the Supreme Council of the
USSR’s decree of 26th May 1947, there was a dramatic escalation of razbork: within the
camps. The most hardened thieves who had no hope of release (those serving sentences
of twenty-five years or more), took to murdering byfoviks (prisoners who had committed
crimes but were not part of the criminal world); knowing they’d be sent away for five or
six months ‘rest’ to an investigatory prison while the killing was looked into (those
under investigation were better fed).

I met many of these ‘murderers on holiday’ at various prisons: Khabarovsk, Chita, Ulan-
Ude, Irkutsk, Taishet and Krasnoyarsk. They were happy with their situation, even
smiling and bragging about it, ‘Nachal’nik (chief), I don’t care, I have twenty-five years
in front of me. Fuck it, I'll hang around here for five or six months, then after the trial
I'll go back to my zona (camp or prison) or another one. I'll kill any fraer (‘outsider’) if
it’s necessary. It’s as easy as getting my fingers wet when I piss.” For this type of
heavyweight criminal, killing a person meant nothing — this was the scum that the
Communists were attempting to change. The decrees of 4th June 1947 made crimes
concerning ‘protection of a citizen’s personal property’ and ‘theft of state and common
property’ carry a mandatory twenty or twenty-five year sentence. Razborki quickly
became extremely bloody and merciless, as convicted criminals had little left to lose.

These decrees split the criminal world into two irreconcilable camps. To survive in
Gulag conditions with such long sentences some criminals from the ‘thieves suit’ began
to collaborate with the camp’s administration, taking trusted positions inside the camp.
They became stock keepers in clothing, footwear and vegetable warehouses; took jobs
as blacksmiths, drivers, librarians — anything to prevent them from being sent to work
at the hard labour sites, where mining, logging and heavy construction work meant life
expectancy was short.

The other part of the ‘thieves suit’ continued their customary conflict with the
administration. Ignoring the camp rules they refused to work to produce the norm
required by the plan, and they were duly punished. According to the thieves’ law they must
not work, or be obliged to work, but live only by criminal means. This elite, ‘ideological’
group of thieves began calling the other group (those who cooperated with the
administration, abandoning the thieves’ law) ‘bitches’. Over the years the number of
‘bitches’ grew as their work for the administration allowed them to survive, but their
characters didn’t change — they were still society’s parasites, who continued to commit
robberies, murders and other crimes.

The prison and camp authorities were keen to reduce the quantity of inmates. To this
end they would deliberately place criminals of opposite ‘suits’ together in the same cell.
Packed with two or three times more inmates than they could hold, the fighting in these
common cells was fatal. Once the administration decided there were enough dead and

199



seriously injured, they would intervene, taking the bodies to the mortuary and the
wounded to the prison hospital.

In the 1950s I witnessed the results of these clashes in transition prisons in Suchan
(renamed Arseniev), Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk and Kirov (Viatka). These wars between
‘ideological’ thieves and ‘bitches’ were led by ‘commanders’ on both sides. The fights
in the camp zones of the Khabarovsky region, Irkutsky region, Bratsky region (where the
hydropower plants were built), Krasnoyarsk region and the Norilsk region, regularly
resulted in up to a hundred injured or dead.

‘When groups of prisoners were transported in lorries, rail carriages or by foot, the
guards always separated thieves from ‘bitches’, while other types of criminals, including
the political prisoners, remained neutral during these ‘wars’. The situation was the
same inside the camps. When a new group of prisoners arrived, they were immediately
lined up outside and separated: one of the administration’s seniors would shout, ‘Thieves
to the right! Bitches to the left! Muzhiks, fraers stay were you are!’ Then they would be
taken to the separate barracks according to their ‘suits’. ‘Local fencing’ constructed from
barbed wire usually separated their respective areas within the camp. During this
exceptionally cruel period, if a thief or a ‘bitch’ happened to find himself in the barrack
of the wrong ‘suit’, it always meant kranty (death).

The fights, injuries and deaths caused by these warring factions became a huge
hindrance, preventing camps from achieving the norm required by the plan — which was
of paramount importance to the administration. In particular the ‘thieves in law’
(legitimate thieves) and their minions were a real obstruction. Many senior camp chiefs
complained to the heads of the Gulag and MVD, pointing out the growing numbers of
thieves ‘in authority’ who refused to work, while the plan quotas continued to be based
simply on the number of prisoners a camp held. To this effect the MVD Minister Beria,
with the agreement from the CPSU Central Committee’s Politburo, took the decision
to liquidate the ‘thieves in law’ and their associates. He issued an order to move them
to seven camps in the Sverdlovsk (Ekaterinburg) region, which had been specially
formed in 1949. The camp chiefs did this with great relief.

When I worked in Leningrad prison No. 1: ‘Kresty’, two of my fellow guards, Vanya
Mikhailov and Sasha Fiodoroy, told me the following story about their time at these camps.
In early summer 1949 they were sent to Sverdlovsk, where they guarded a camp from high
observation towers. They were told it contained especially dangerous thieves and criminal
‘authorities’ who had been imprisoned there to help them correct their ways.

They later found out that all seven camps held between 20,000 to 25,000 prisoners,
brought from various regions of the USSR. This particular camp did not have a production
zone like other camps, so the prisoners did not work. While Mikhailov and Fiodorov were
there another 300 or 400 prisoners were brought in, making a total of around 3,500 in their
camp. Inevitably, the ‘score settling’ started — mass fights began for leadership of the camp.
Criminals from Sverdlovsk attacked those from Chelyabinsk, while criminals from
Irkutsk attacked those from Vorkuta; there were fights between Khabarovsk and Omsk,
Krasnoyark and Mordova, Kolyma and Moscow, Kiev and Kazan, Tashkent and Novosibirk.
They started in the barracks, then spread to two canteen buildings. Day and night the
fights raged, becoming increasingly violent until they reached massacre proportions.
Prisoners were chasing each other with any kind of weapon they could find: bricks, iron
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bars, even wooden planks torn from their bunks.

A special team from a neighbouring camp consisting of forty or so muzhiks-bytoviks
(everyday criminals) with short sentences, were brought in to load the dead onto lorries.
The wounded were ignored. The criminals didn’t stop, every day they continued to kill
one another. All this could clearly be seen from the observation towers, but the camp
administration did nothing. One night the prisoners started a fire in the canteen, they
burnt their barracks, and then a food depot. The fire brigade were not called.

The starvation began in the camp zone. Any food remaining after the depot had
been burned soon ran out. It was then that the thieves began to eat each other, larger groups
chasing smaller ones, as if they were hunting. They gathered pieces of scrap wood and
boiled the human flesh in any saucepan they could find that had survived the fire. Many
criminals died of wounds, injuries and starvation. About 100 were ultimately saved from
death by the camp’s chief administration.

Those who buried the dead were disgusted as they handled the half eaten bodies with
muscles cut out. Through November and December of 1949 the rest of the frozen
corpses of the ‘thieves in law’ were removed. They had been the second ‘shadow’
authority in the camps, preventing the other prisoners from completing their quotas
because of their ‘score settling’. The ‘bitches’ were not eliminated, they had found
common ground with the administration, working to complete the plan, while saving
themselves at the same time. The dead were buried in mass graves in the camp
cemeteries, their bodies covered with chlorine lime for sanitation reasons.

The typical cause of death on any coroner’s report from a Gulag camp was either heart
or kidney failure. This standard diagnosis covered every eventuality, for example: if the
inmate had been killed in a fight; during a beating; while attempting to escape; or if they
were political prisoners killed on the orders of the NKVD-MGB or by an in-camp
criminal ‘authority’.

NKVD-MVD instructions demanded that every corpse be labelled before it left the
mortuary. The prisoner’s camp number was written in soft pencil on a six by eight
centimetre label of thick cardboard, which was then attached by cord or wire to the big
toe of each body. This process was undertaken in case of future exhumation, the pencil
graphite kept well in damp soil.

The same NKVD-MVD instruction obliged the guards at the camp checkpoint to ‘hole-
punch’ the dead before releasing them from the zone. A sharpened hammer was used
to pierce the skulls and chests of the bodies. Only after a corpse had been punched could
it be registered in the camp journal. Some time ago the leader of the world proletariat
claimed that ‘Accounting and control is the essence of socialist transformation’, [Lenin
1929] while the Gulag inmates used to say, ‘They hole-punch our brains so the dead
prisoner doesn’t think he’s still alive’.

MVD Minister Lavrenty Beria had a good grasp of psychology, he knew the mentality
of the criminal ‘authorities’ and ‘legitimate’ thieves: their self-centred nature, their
naked lust for leadership that manifested itself in this display of inconceivable cruelty.
His calculation that these rivals would tear each other apart was deadly accurate.
Following this unprecedented incident people believed the criminal world was capable
of destroying itself, if the right conditions were created for it to happen. This was proven
in the Sverdlovsk camps; Beria’s initiative struck a serious blow to the criminal world.
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I spent thirty-three years working for the NKVD (People’s Commissariat for Internal
Affairs), the MVD (Ministry of Internal Affairs) and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation
of the GUVD (State Directorate for Internal Affairs), retiring in July 1981. As a former
employee of these law-enforcement authorities, I have always been interested in the
connection between the ideology of the criminal world and our socialist society, and would
like to share my thoughts and observations.

In February 1967 I visited Ivan Belyaev, an old army friend of mine who lived in
Irkutsk. Here I met a distant relative of his wife’s — a vor v zakone (thief in law) Golovin,
alias Golova (Head), who was about twenty years older than me. At that time, Golova was
still a sturdy old man of square build, medium height, rather well-groomed, with a
round head and greying hair. I could see well-drawn tattoos of thieves’ symbols on his
wrists. This old and experienced ‘thief in law’ had spent thirty-one years — almost half
of his life, in places of detention.

Golova’s language was full of words and expressions from thieves’ jargon. I spent four
days talking to him and taking notes. He was born in a big village called Aleksandrovskoe,
home to the Aleksandrovskaya Central Hard-Labour Prison, well-known all over Siberia,
situated about thirty kilometres from Irkutsk.

As he talked about his village, he sang me a verse from a song which I'd first heard
at the October Revolution Orphanage for Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland,
where [ was placed after my father, Sergei Petrovich Baldaev, a veteran scholar-folklore
specialist and ethnographer had been arrested:

Far away in Irkutsk land
Between two gigantic cliffs
Aleksandrovsky Central

Lies behind high wall of bricks

Tens of thousands of ‘class enemies’ were eliminated in Aleksandrovsky Central, and
their corpses buried in the forest a short distance from this gloomy establishment.
Golova told me that in czarist days his father had served a sentence there for horse-stealing.
He was released under surveillance and married a girl from the neighbouring village of
Khomutovo. Before 1917 Golova’s father found him a job as a stonemason, but after
meeting the local thieves, Golova quit work and stepped onto the criminal path. He took
pride in being a thief by birth and becoming a ‘thief in law’, which meant that he didn't
work in prison. He was a pakhan (criminal boss) in the camps of Siberia, Primorie and
Kolyma. Although he’d had no academic education, he was quite a well-read person, gifted
by nature, with an original, sharp mind and vivid interest in the country’s political life.
At his house I saw a small library and various newspapers and magazines: Pravda, The
Atheist, Health Magazine, Krestyanka (Peasant Woman), Political Self-Education, etc.
He explained to me that his passion for reading had developed in the Gulag camps.

Golova spoke with a certain pride, even bravado, about the authorities of Dalstroy and
other camps and their deferential and respectful attitude toward ‘thieves in law’ (legitimate
thieves); let alone toward the camps’ pakhans who, after the administration, were
practically the zone’s masters. According to him the legitimate thieves were an invaluable
help in the completion and over-completion of the Gulag’s production plans. They
made ‘hanger-backs’, muzhiks and frayer-kontriks (political prisoners), work as much
as the authorities needed and at any time — even when the temperature was sixty below.
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The bugry (top men) in the camps were usually the criminals. They did no work
themselves, but made the other convicts work by threatening their health and lives.

Golova knew I worked for the authorities, and he liked that I was a keen listener. During
our conversations he questioned his own past, and I could feel that this old offender was
depressed by his lonely life. Listed below are the ‘philosophical’ conclusions that he had
come to about the hierarchy in the criminal world. To him I represented the authorities
and was a member of the Communist Party, so he often used the words ‘you’ and ‘us’:

1. In the ‘big zone’ (the Soviet Union), you have the general secretary, the most
important pakhan (criminal boss) — head of the socialist camp and of the Politburo of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which consists of
very big pakhans. They all get help upholding their ‘suit’ (power) from MVD, MGB
(Ministry of State Security) and the army. Everyone is scared of them, and if anyone steps
out of line — he’ll be put against the wall. They can imprison or kill a hundred million
people, and nobody will object or dare say a word.

In our ‘small zone’ (the camp) we also have our main camp pakhan from the ‘first five’,
these ‘first five’ are like your Politburo. None of the prisoners will ever dare say anything
to them, and those who dissent will immediately be brutally beaten or killed by the
thieves ‘suit’ in the prison, whether it’s two or three brigades or half a barrack.

2. You have your Central Committee, the pakkans reporting to Politburo and its
Secretary General. Our version of this are the urk: (authoritative ‘legitimate’ thieves),
who are not in the ‘first five’ pakhans.

3. You have the Supreme Council. We thieves, have this kind of ‘council’ too. It
consists of kodly (less authoritative thieves) who report to the pakhans.

4. Then you have your Council of Ministers. We have the same type of ‘council of
ministers’ consisting of khevra (even less authoritative thieves) who hold the positions
of bugry (gang leaders) in the working brigades of convicts.

5. Your Communist Party organises congresses and assemblies, where different
resolutions are discussed and various decisions are made. We thieves discuss our
business at pakhans meetings in Moscow, Leningrad and Tashkent, and ‘assemblies’ of
‘thieves in law’ in camps and colonies.

6. Your Secretary General and members of the Politburo have their bodyguards. Our
‘big pakhans’ have their ‘flunkies’ (thieves’ guards and skivvies).

7. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) makes the workers, farmers and
intelligentsia work their arses off for them. We, ‘thieves in law’, also make ‘thieves’
muzhiks’ (convicts who give away a certain percentage of their proceeds to thieves) and
other prisoners in the zone work for us.

8. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) takes away from workers and
farmers everything they produce. We ‘thieves in law’, also take away from prisoners in
camps: clothes, shoes, food parcels, anything we like.

9. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) taxes the intelligentsia, the workers,
and the farmers. We, the camp’s pakhans, also make the working brigades pay the
‘Abyssinian tax’ [a ‘protection’ payment].

10. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots), after taking away everything the
workers have produced, distribute it how they like. We, ‘thieves in law’, after taking away
the prisoners nice clothes, shoes and food parcels, distribute them how we like.
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11. You call your people ‘members of the Communist Party’. We call thieves blatnye.

12. Your Communist Party has its own regulations. We, (‘committed’) thieves, have
our ‘thieves’ law’ (not many people are aware of it, even if they work for law-enforcement
authorities). These are its rules:

a) to estrange oneself from one’s family — mother, father, sisters and brothers.

b) it is forbidden to have a family of one’s own (no wife, no children), but only to have
mistresses — they should have names like: ‘barukha’, ‘biksa’, ‘dyrka’ (a hole), ‘marukha’,
‘prostiachka’ (a simpleton), ‘soska’ ([cock}sucker), ‘shalashovka’, ‘shkura’ (a pelt), etc.
c) it is forbidden to work anywhere, you may only live from the proceeds of a life of crime.

Golova has known this ‘thieves’ law’ since before the 1917 October Revolution, and
‘raised’ many young thieves to follow these rules.

13. Golova also told me how both outside and inside the camp, pakhans send their
‘flunkies’ to the ‘cunning little house’ (Police Operational Unit) to find out what the
authorities’ plans are, and the identities of moles in prisons and police departments.

14. He also told me about the existence of the thieves’ secret mail (similar to the
Communist Party government top secret post), which is used to deliver information on
prisoner transport, moles and secret orders around the Gulag, etc.

Golova compared the thieves ‘communal’ money box to the beneficial association of
the Trade Union and the Communist Party; and thieves’ ‘sons’ and ‘kids’ to pioneers and
members of the Komsomol (Communist Youth Organisation). He insisted that
Communist Party jargon was very similar to the thieves jargon known as fenia. Flipping
through the pages of the Political Self-Education magazine, he called this once-popular
Communist Party publication a ‘Political Self-Besotter’. He boiled over at the stupidity
of regular citizens, who at their meetings, rallies and lectures parroted the ‘shit’ peddled
by the Communist Party pakhans. He took pleasure in telling me how prisoners brutalised
political officers from the camp’s Cultural and Educational Unit during their political
lectures. He then continued:

15. You have regional, territorial and provincial committees in your ‘big zone’, the ones
that hold the local power. In our ‘small zone’ we thieves have those who hold the ‘suit’
(power) in residential barracks, prisoners’ brigades, units, industrial territories, canteens,
warehouses, hospitals, etc. In the camp the thieves’ categories are: ‘centre’, ‘trump’ and
‘cool’. All the prisoners are scared of them, and not a single muzhik or kontrik (political
prisoner) will ever dare to go against them.

16. Your Communist Party consists of lower sections: Communist Party groups,
bureaus, committees. We thieves have something similar: ‘thieves’ families’ consisting
of polozhnyaki (middle ranking thieves), v predelakh (a thief with authority within the
‘family’), kkhavalshiki (gullible ones) and shesterkas (literally ‘sixes’: flunkies).

17. You, the Communists, have your prosecutor’s office, people’s court, MVD, MGB,
i.e. your punitive state agencies. Within the camp we have such ‘agencies’ too: betushnye
(thieves who know the ‘thieves’ law’ well, and who have never broken it) are our
prosecutors and judges at skhodnyaki (assemblies), the bespredely (those without order,
lawless) and gulivany (heads) are our MGB, the boytsy (blokes) and borzye (greyhounds)
punish prisoners for not obeying the betushnye (‘honest’ thieves) or not respecting
decisions made at the ‘assemblies’, or simply when they feel like it. We also have our
executors of capital punishment — the mochily (assassins). When they receive an order
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from the camp’s pakhan, they will kill anyone, from ordinary prisoners to a superintendent
OT SUpPErvisor.

According to Golova, the only ‘service’ lacking in prison is a special unit like that of
the MGB which hires girls from the age of eighteen. He found out about this practise
from a former MGB employee named Krasik. Krasik told him about his work at the MGB,
where they select girls discerningly, like at a ballet school. The candidate must be
beautiful and slim. They measure her hips, waist and bust according to specific standards,
and then she undergoes a strict medical check-up. The Operational Units of MGB
meticulously check her political loyalty, close and distant relatives, friends, acquaintances
and Komsomol references. Then the candidate for these ‘special services’ is made to sign
a confidentiality agreement (about non-disclosure of State secrets). After all this, the girl
is sent to a special institution outside Moscow. Here she is taught the basics of working
for the Intelligence Services, as well as a comprehensive course in sexual practises. After
completing their training, these girls become state prostitutes with decent salaries and
special benefits.

They ‘serve’ the pakhans of the Communist Party during their revelries at the closed
and strictly guarded dachas. The ‘state sluts’, who are under secret instructions, don’t
know each other. All these girls have ‘cover papers’ saying that they are employed by
scientific institutions, etc. They are rarely ‘uncovered’, even their families will have no
idea what kind of ‘special state service’ their daughter is engaged in. According to the
‘agreement’, these women have no right to marry until they are thirty-five years old. When
they reach that age, they ‘retire’ and live off a pension. If the ‘slut’ has completed her
working period from the age of eighteen until she is thirty-five, she can be transferred
to other services in the armed units of the Communist Party.

I asked Golova how Krasik was so familiar with these ‘special state services’. He replied,
“The former MGB employee Krasik had worked for a few years as a guard at the house
of one such Communist Party rat, who’d ‘retired’ and was working at the regional
committee of the pakhan party.’

18. You have stars, medals, different badges. We don’t wear this kind of bauble unless
we’re on a job where we need this masquerade. But we also have our marks of distinction
— tattoos, and everyone must ‘answer’ to the thieves for his tattoos. For example, none
of the muzhiks, fraers (dummies, outsiders) and other non-thieves has the right to wear
the following tattoos: a cross, a church or a monastery with domes and crosses, an eagle,
a lion, a tiger, Jesus Christ, archangels, Saints, Our Lady, angels, czarist heraldry, or a
skull (a symbol of fearlessness and loyalty to ‘thieves’ laws’). Sometimes a non-thief,
outsider with ‘self-appointed’ tattoos ends up in prison. He will first be asked by the thieves
whether he can answer for his tattoos. If he can’t, he’ll be beaten up, and then made to
remove the tattoos using sandpaper, glass, a knife or another sharp item.

19. You have the so-called political officers. In the Gulag camps they are called
‘priests’, ‘shamans’, fuflogons (rubbish-talkers) and are supposed to preach to us thieves
and other prisoners. We also have those who teach young thieves our ‘thieves’ laws’ and
‘rules’. They are the old ‘thieves in law’.

20. Different non-party people support and believe in your Communist Party. We,
thieves, also have our non-blainye who have a fellow feeling for us: ‘kenty’ (mates), kiriukhi
(fellow countrymen).
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21. You expel members from the Communist Party for different misdeeds. We make
decisions at the ‘assembly’ to relegate certain ‘thieves in law’. We call ours yershi (ruff
fish), you call yours lishenets partbileta (bereft of party membership).

22. In your Communist Party, Politburo or Central Committee, there is often an
ideological fight between the top pakhans of the Party. In the camps we also have this kind
of fight among our thieves’ pakhans. Thieves transferred from Moscow, Leningrad,
Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk or from Irkutsk, all have their own pakhans who
kill one another fighting for power — krutiat kranty (to the death). I remember how in
Kraslag, Tayshetlag and in the Kolyma camps you could end up with thirty, fifty or even
a hundred zhmuriki (dead bodies) in two days. Us ‘thieves in law’, fight over power exactly
like you do in your Communist Party.

23. In all their years of power, the Communists have always had ‘class enemies’
whom they would shoot incessantly. We ‘thieves in law’ have also always had our enemies
— suki (bitches: those who’d stepped away from ‘thieves’ laws’ and ‘rules’). We showed
them no mercy.

24. Prisoners in camps used to be divided into three ‘suits’: thieves, muzhiks and suki.
The thieves and the suki were in a deadly feud with each another. Suk: detached
themselves from ideynye (committed) thieves after a new decree had been issued by the
PVS (Presidium of the Supreme Soviet) of the USSR on the 4th June 1947, stating new
sentences of up to twenty-five years. To survive in the Gulags, they would work for the
camp administration, never clashing with them, unlike ideynye thieves. Often they
landed good jobs, working as aides in medical units, stock keepers, etc. Sometimes the
thieves zone would attack the suki zone, and vice versa. If a thief accidentally found himself
in the zone or cell of the sukz, that would be the end of him, and of course, a suka would
be killed in the thieves’ zone or cell. Everything is just as you have it in your Communist
Party when it comes to the ‘class struggle’.

25. According to Golova, the whole society of the Soviet Union resembles a woodpile.
There are those who are on the top, others in the middle and some at the very bottom.
The ones at the top are the main pakhans — the Secretary General, the members of the
Politburo of the Communist Party Central Committee. Below them are the Ministries
pakhans, lower still are all the regional, territorial, city and area committees’ pakhans.
Gulag prisoners hold exactly the same positions in their environment.

This old recidivist, a ‘thief in law’, said that he’d done a lot of thinking and had come
to the conclusion that the two power structures were identical, the Communist Party in
‘the big zone’ and the thieves in ‘the small zone’. He was convinced that if he had
studied more when he was young, he would have become a big pakhan in the Party. He
would be eating Communist Party food, and living in a luxurious, expensively furnished
city apartment, with a dacha in an idyllic place, complete with domestic workers and guards.
Just like the pakhans from the Irkutsk Regional Committee — he considered himself to
be no worse than them.
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Forms of Humiliation, Torture and Murder Practised in the Gulag

208



Bantik-krantik (bantik ‘bow tie’ and krantik diminutive of kranty ‘finished, done in’)
The strangulation of a victim with a towel at night.

Vecherniy zvon lokham (vesper chimes for dupes)
Following roll-call, after the guards had locked the barrack doors, the oppressed prisoners
of the camp would be battered by the privileged criminals. The battering is a form of
punishment for various offenses, carried out by the otritsalovka (literally ‘deniers’) — the
most aggressive group of thieves.

V lyagushku sazhat (to do the frog)
A form of torture whereby the victim is made to sit on the floor with his arms and legs
stuck in the sleeves of a jacket, and the back of the jacket flipped over his head. The victim
is then kicked or beaten with a heavy object across the back and head.

Wlozhenny, vykholoshchenny rusak (gelded rusak ‘Russophile’)
A convict who has been castrated at night in the barracks as a punishment for the
murder of a person of Asian descent by the compatriots of the murdered. After castration,
the perpetrators do not kill the victim for moral reasons, or for fear their sentences will
be prolonged, or even for fear of execution by the authorities. The administration never
made these cases public. The culprits were put in isolation cells and the victim was
hospitalised. If the victim died, it was written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal
failure, heart attack, etc.

Dat petukhu pendelya (to kick a rooster)
For breaching thieves’ and prison law, it is customary to kick the outcasts (the lowest rank
of prisoners). The thieves’ law forbids touching the outcast so as not to be defiled.

Zhit sovdepu/sovku vredno! (life’s no bed of roses for a sovok! Sovok is a derogatory
term for a person with a Soviet mentality)
A phrase uttered to a newly arrived inmate as a warning before beating takes place for a
breach of thieves’ and prison laws, rules and etiquette.

Zagnat mokhnorylogo petukha v sortir (to lock a mokhnoryly - literally ‘cunt-face’ ~
rooster in the outhouse; mokhnoryly is a base criminal, usually a rapist)
A prisoner who was sentenced for child molesting would be locked up in an outhouse for
the entire work day. Other prisoners would then sodomise the victim or force him to
perform oral sex. Usually the mokhnoryly would commit suicide after such humiliations.

Zadelat turetsky shashlyk (to make a Turkish kebab)
1. The impalement by privileged prisoners of an informer on a pike or a crowbar
hammered into ground (or frozen into it). 2. The impalement of a political prisoner with
the consent of the prison authorities as a form of deterrent for other political prisoners.

Zadrochke raskovyryat tselku (to pop a slut’s cherry)
Group defloration in a female prison for minors of a scorned victim, performed by
authoritative inmates by pushing a toothbrush case, a spoon, etc. into the vagina.

Za nakolki otvechaesh? (can you vouch for your tattoos?)
A question addressed by authoritative prisoners to newly arrived inmates. Each prisoner
is responsible for his tattoos, because they must represent his true position in the
criminal hierarchy. If any of his tattoos do not correspond to his rank, he is forced — under
penalty of severe torture or death — to remove them with a knife, sandpaper, or a piece
of glass. Refusals result in the most severe battering for imposture.

Zapodolit govnoedku (to shame the shit-eater)
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A widespread form of humiliation for shunned prisoners in female prisons for minors.
The victim’s skirt is pulled up and tied over her head. Then her underpants are taken
off and the victim is seated in snow, a puddle, mud, or a plot of stinging nettles.

Zaryadit kankan za zapadlo (to dance a cancan for breaching [the thieves’ law])
A heinous form of execution carried out by authoritative prisoners, widespread in
northern Gulag prison camps. The victim is stripped naked and his feet are cut off. Then
they are forced to dance, while the perpetrators poke him with knives and crowbars which
have been heated up in the barracks stove. The execution ends when the victim falls on
the floor and a crowbar is inserted two feet deep, into his anus. Sometimes the crowbar
is inserted deeper, until it appears at the throat.

Za svot slova otvechaesh? (can you back that up?)
A question addressed to a prisoner by the inmates. According to the thieves’ law, a
prisoner must answer to the authoritative criminals for every word or phrase he says. In
remote northern prison camps, where idle talk is inadmissible, serious injuries or even
murders can occur as a result of a rash insult. Because of this law convicts from the south
or west of Russia, including many so-called tough racketeers, are mortally afraid of
ending up in a northern or Siberian prison.

Zakhotel letet, perdet 1 kakat? (feel like flying, farting, and shitting?)
A warning to an underage victim by low-life or lumpen peers in specialised prisons for
juveniles before a cruel punishment. The punishment involves beating up the victim,
shoving him inside a bedside cupboard, and throwing it out of a window or off the roof
of a building. The perpetrators then rush to observe the outcome of their execution.

Zashvabrit lokha/fraera (to broomstick a lokh/fraer; lokh or fraer ‘uninitiated outsider’)
By an order of authoritative criminals, as a punishment for an offence, the handle of a
broom or mop is inserted into the anus to a depth of up to ten inches. The other end is
tied to the victim’s feet, preventing him or her from getting up from the floor. This torture
was widespread in Gulag prisons for both men and women. Such cruel tortures were never
used in hard labour prisons during the ‘cursed czarist regime’.

Indijsky krant (the Indian krant; from kranty ‘finished, done in’)
A form of execution of a criminal using a hacksaw, by direct order of an authoritative
criminal, or as a result of a criminal council.

Karandash zasunut (to stick a pencil up)
An execution of a criminal by inserting a crowbar, or the stick of a broom or mop, into
the anus to a depth of up to two feet by direct order of an authoritative criminal, as a result
of a criminal council, or by order of prison authorities (against political prisoners). This
form of torture became widespread in the Gulag prisons after the decree of the Presidium
of the Supreme Council of the USSR of 26th May 1947, which abolished the death
penalty for murder of one or more people.

Krugovoe poluchalovo (round robin beating up)
Mutual beating of inmates in a prison cell, ordered by an authoritative criminal as
punishment; the manifestation of the ‘one for all’ principle (when everybody is responsible
for one person’s misdeeds). The misdeeds may include failure to overdo the labour quota,
production of defective goods, slow work, etc. The authoritative criminal personally
beats those who do not demonstrate enough enthusiasm in beating their fellow cellmates
and kicks them with heavy boots, punches them, or hits them with a stick or a toilet plunger.
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Lek s gemoglobinom i kvasom (a lek with hemoglobin and kvas; lek ‘oral sex between
women’, kvas ‘bread drink’ made from black or rye bread)
A form of humiliation in prisons for women. Under the threat of a beating, an authoritative
thief forces the shunned inmates (zadrochkas, zadryuchkas, suchonkas) to lick her
menstrual blood.

Napyalit trusy na tykvu (to pull a pair of panties over the melon)
A form of punishment or entertainment whereby authoritative criminals in women’s
prisons put a pair of underpants on the head of a shunned inmate, then beat her with
brooms or wet, twisted bed sheets, until she is covered in bruises.

Obmenyatsa kobylkami/korovkami/kurochkami/nevestami (to swap brides)
An exchange by authoritative female criminals, active lesbians, of their passive partners
for a few sessions of intercourse. As a token of friendship, authoritative thieves exchange
their passive lesbian partners like slaves for a short time, or until either the active or the
passive lesbian is discharged from prison. Afterwards passive lesbians are often unwilling
to live with a man, as they believe that only a woman can properly satisfy another woman.

Obmenyatsa petukhami (to swap roosters)
As a token of friendship, criminals in prisons exchange their passive homosexual partners
with other privileged, active homosexuals. Natural passive homosexuals are particularly
valuable, due to their appealing feminine physique and ‘woman’s soul’.

Oserebrit (to silver-plate someone)
A punishment whereby mercury from two or three broken thermometers, stolen from the
prison hospital, is forced down the throat of an offending criminal. A long, drawn-out death,
sometimes lasting for years, is inevitable.

Otmorozhenny, otmorozok podnarnik (lame-brained, moronic; also an extremist)
A convicted racketeer, a pawn and a goon. When out of prison, he prefers to wear a
raspberry-coloured jacket and a long black overcoat. [These raspberry-coloured jackets
are considered to be a uniform of the ‘New Russians’ who emerged after perestroika. Their
lifestyle is generally characterised by bad taste and a love of ostentation. Outside the prison
they have power and use it to get their own way, but inside they are mocked and
humiliated.] He is not familiar with the thieves’ law, rules, and etiquette. Because of his
presumptuous behaviour and other misdeeds, he is beaten and becomes an outcast.

Otkhodit zadrochku skrutkoy (to beat up a slut with a twister)
Beating of a shunned female prisoner with a wet, twisted bed sheet.

Pechenku otbit (to beat the liver)
A form of punishment whereby the victim is kicked in the stomach area. The punishment
is usually inflicted for disobeying the pakhan (an authoritative thief), for a breach of the
thieves’ law and rules, or for a denunciation. The NKVD, KGB, etc., also ordered
common criminals to carry out such beatings on political prisoners.

Podarit/prodat svoego petukha (to give as a gift/sell one’s rooster)
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan who kept several passive homosexuals
as a harem could sell or give one or two of them as a gift to another authoritative pakhan,
or exchange them for an object that caught his fancy.

Poimet vetochku (to get a twig)
A sadistic card game in which the winner cuts off the loser’s finger or toe (usually the
little finger or toe, depending on their preliminary agreement), in the presence of other
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prisoners as witnesses.

Poimet pelmen (to get a dumpling)
To win an ear or both ears, cutting them off the loser in front of other prisoners who act
as witnesses. The wounds are usually powdered with hot ashes from the barracks stove.

Poimet faru (to get a headlamp)
A sadistic card game, in which the winner carves out the loser’s eye with a knife or pulls
it out with his fingers in the presence of other prisoners as witnesses. Usually, prisoners
who have lost everything, including their clothing, will bet one of their eyes. The eye is
then placed on the table for everyone to see. Criminals use such cruel games to
demonstrate their strength of spirit, their mercilessness and the sacredness of debt in
card games in the criminal world.

Prikryt myakotyu dykh (to cover one’s throat with flesh)
To strangle an unwanted prisoner by direct order of an authoritative criminal or as a result
of a criminal council. The victim’s mouth and nose are covered with a palm, while other
prisoners hold the victim’s arms and legs. This method was also used for murdering
political prisoners. They were then written off with a ‘standard’ cause of death: renal failure,
stroke, etc.

Progret trebukhu (to warm up the intestines)
An extreme form of execution reserved for delinquent prisoners in the Gulag, whereby
the victim is forced onto his hands and knees and a red-hot crowbar is inserted into his
rectum, while the criminals (the pakhan’s minions) hold him down.

Ptichka-khimichka priletnaya (a ‘chemist’ homing pigeon)
A convicted woman who has escaped from a construction site for fear of being raped,
mugged, or beaten by male ex-convicts (‘chemists’). She then chooses to return to the
woman’s prison to finish her term, even though she had been on parole for good behaviour
or over-fulfilling the quota.

Razbit faneru (to crack the plywood)
Breaking the victim’s chest with a hammer. This form of torture was often practised in
juvenile prisons, where children of the lumpen proletariat would maim the shunned
teenagers.

Saechki (literally ‘bread rolls’)
Methodical beatings of an out of favour convict in prison. The victim was hit, kicked, or
punched in the stomach, liver, kidneys, solar plexus, head, or testicles. Also widespread
in specialised institutions for difficult children and juvenile prisons, and practised by
children of the lumpen proletariat.

Svoim petukhom ugostit (to treat someone to one’s rooster)
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan would offer his ‘slave’ — his personal
(young and handsome) passive homosexual, as a token of friendship or respect, to any
other privileged active homosexual for one or two sessions of intercourse.

Sdelat lastochku (to do a swallow)
To throw an out of favour prisoner from a top floor window by order of the pakhan or by
mutual agreement of a group of criminals.

Sotvorit kosyak (to force a kosyak ‘mistake’)
1. To provoke (through deception) an out of favour prisoner to breach the thieves’ law
in prison. 2. To find compromising information in the biography of a non-authoritative
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prisoner: membership in the Komsomol or Communist Party; service in the police
forces; being a ‘presser’ in the ‘press-hut’ [‘anti-social’ convicts would be driven into
‘pressing-huts’, where the ‘pressers’ — specially selected criminals — ‘applied the method
of Leninist physical persuasion’, beating and raping them until they were ‘completely
broken’. The ‘pressers’ were well-fed from other prisoners’ food parcels and not made
to do any work. If after his release a ‘presser’ offended again and ended up in a part of
the zone where his former activities were known, his life was made a living hell. He would
not usually survive for very long]; a passive homosexual; a record in a psychiatric
institution; a former political prisoner; etc.

Sunut bolt, chtoby politzhopa poumnela (to stick a bolt in, in order to make a political
arse smarter)
An act of forcible sodomy performed by common criminals by order of the NKVD. The
victims were enemies of the people and contras who refused to work in a sharashka, or
priests who refused to deny their faith. The common criminals were rewarded with food
expropriated from parcels meant for other prisoners.

Taburetovka (from taburetka ‘stool’)
1. A form of sadism in prisons whereby an out of favour prisoner is hit around the head
with a wooden stool or a small bench until he loses consciousness. 2. The same act
performed on a political prisoner by an order of the NKVD.

Turetskaya svadba (Turkish wedding)
A savage reprisal against an informer in a women’s prison. A shovel handle is inserted
into the rectum or vagina up to two feet deep, damaging the internal organs and eventually
killing the victim.

Tirnut po mande/pizde meshalkoy (to shove in the cunt with a mixer; to put someone
in his/her place)
A term used in women’s prisons, referring to the expulsion of a privileged thief from a
criminal group for not keeping up her promise to the authoritative thieves.

Ugostit svoej kurochkoy (to treat someone to one’s own hen)
As a token of her positive predisposition, an active privileged lesbian offers her passive
lesbian partner as a slave to another active authoritative lesbian for one or two sessions
of intercourse. Passive lesbians must take care of and serve their active partners: launder
clothes, make the bed, comb their hair, massage and bathe them, provide cigarettes, share
food parcels, make or mend clothing. They must only partner their kobla (husband) during
prison dances. Jealousy often caused cruel fights at such dances, and injuries were
common. Both passive and active lesbians participated in these fights. On many occasions,
after serving their sentences and getting out of prison, a passive lesbian would return to
her husband or live with a man. Her former active lesbian partner, after being released
herself, would then kill her former lover.

Ukontropupit v sortir/klozet (to drown in the outhouse)
To knock out a political prisoner, then drown him in the outhouse.

Fiksatsiya na shkonke (to affix to a bunk bed)
To punish an out of favour prisoner, on the orders of one of the prison’s criminal
authorities, by hanging them upside down with their hands tied.

Khimiki snoshayut i familiyu ne sprashivayut (the ‘chemists’ screw you and don’t ask
your name)

213



A common phrase used by convicted women who escaped from the settlement where they
lived and worked while on parole. There they were gang-raped at night by men on
parole. Those who attempted to hide underneath beds were pulled out by the arms, legs,
and hair, then raped on the beds or floor. Pillows were used to muffle the screams. If women
struggled too much, they were beaten. They were also robbed. As a result, the women
fled back to prison to finish their prison terms.

Khorosho ustroitsya (to settle-in to a good place)
To be placed in a prison psychiatric institution, feigning mental illness, until the fraud
is discovered.

Khryushki-prilipaly (sticking piggies)
Female petty thieves who pose as authoritative thieves in prisons where no one knows them.

Chernye barygi (black profiteers)
Convicted criminals from the Caucasus who bought fruits and vegetables from villagers
and small entrepreneurs and sold them in large cities throughout Russia.

Chernye pripukhshie podnarniki (black brazen podnarniks; literally ‘from under the
bunk bed’)
Petty thieves and con artists who posed as local authoritative thieves and extorted money
from street vendors. When they were imprisoned and their imposture was revealed,
they became prison outcasts.

Chernye reki-bespredela (black extremist racketeers)
1. Sadists who were imprisoned in northern Siberian prisons. They extorted money from
their victims by torturing them with hot irons, hanging them upside down, raping them,
or inserting a bottle into the vagina or anus. The old ‘idealist’ legitimate thieves turned
them into outcasts by ordering other prisoners to forcibly sodomise them as a punishment
for arrogance, conceit, and imposture. Imposture as a legitimate thief combined with
extremist behaviour, tarnishes the reputation of the authoritative criminals, the old elite
of the criminal world. 2. Black mokrushnik racketeers(i.e. those who committed murder)
also become outcasts.
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Terms Used to Describe Prisoners of the Gulag
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BOMZHiZ: Bez Opredelennogo Mesta Zhitelstva i Zanyatiya (a homeless person)
Without an official living space or occupation, judged guilty for a breach of the passport
code according to Article 192 (1926), and Article 198 (1960), serving a sentence of one
or two years. They are not respected among the condemned, as they retain the moral and
physical characteristics of free men.

Buketniki (bouquet holders)

A male or female prisoner suffering from one or more venereal disease, such as syphilis,
chancre, the clap, etc.

Venernye stradalki (suffering Venuses)

Prostitutes, condemned for the infection of sexual partners with sexually transmitted
diseases under Article 150 (1926) and Article 115 (1960).

Glavpetuh (head cockerel)

An unofficial leader of the prison zone, he has full authority in his contact with subordinate
leaders of other unofficial groups of the ITU, and participates in the resolution of
various arguments between those falling under the jurisdiction of the ‘cockerels’.

Greb v cherdachke (an oar in the attic)

A spoon poking out of the outer chest pocket of the prisoner’s uniform. It signifies an
outcast prisoner (a cockerel). This symbol is strictly adhered to by the prison’s rogue
authorities.

Gruzchik (a loader)

A subordinate prisoner, whom the other inmates have forced to take upon himself a crime
he didn’t commit, for which there is a short sentence (for example, the murder of an
intruder to the prison zone by thieves).

Dich lagernaya (camp fowl)

Shy and withdrawn prisoners in the ITL, especially politicals, to whom, according to
inmates’ law, the rogue authorities can do whatever they want: rob, beat, rape or kill.

Dokhodyaga (a goner, a famished person)

The most numerous portion of the inmates of the Gulag, weakened from starvation, broken
down through heavy labour and diseases, barely able to stand on their feet, for whom the
rogue authorities have nothing but contempt, not even considering them people.

Yebanashka (a fucked-up person)

A mentally retarded prisoner in the ITL-ITK, held in contempt.

Kolkhoz — ‘Krasny Petukh’ (communal farm - ‘red cockerel’)

A row of condemned men in the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of the untouchables of the
prison system: cast outs, cockerels, Finns, homosexuals/passive pederasts. They are
held in separate accommodation, e.g. a barracks or bunker.

Kosyachny (a deceiver)

A prisoner who has broken the generally accepted rules of behaviour laid down by the
unofficial law of prison camp system, who for this reason has lost authority, becoming
judged, shunned, abandoned and unclean. Other prisoners are forbidden from having
relations with him, as though he were a savage.

Kurwva s kotelkom (a bitch with a billycan)

A prisoner released from the camp system, who constantly carries with him a billycan
containing water. He finds scraps of food in the waste piles of the ITU, and rinses them
in the can before devouring them.
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Likhie podnarniki (dashing morons)
Inmates who have committed street robberies. They are not respected by the old elite
of thieves in the ITL-ITU, because they could have been victims themselves. For this
reason they find themselves in a more subordinate position during their incarceration
than hooligans, petty thieves, profiteers, cattle rustlers, etc.

Mama (the mother)
An unofficial leader in the prison hierarchy. Lower in status than the head cockerel.

Merzopakostnye krysy (repulsive rats)
Those convicted of hooliganism, e.g. defecating in lifts, courtyards, entry halls to blocks
of flats, scrawling obscenities on the walls of houses, breaking lifts, burning and breaking
postboxes and doors to blocks of flats, vandalising mansions, trees, garden benches,
equipment in both children’s and sporting playgrounds, breaking mirrors in houses,
electric lamps, street lamps, breaking and ripping out the ear pieces of phones in public
booths. All this vandalism was done in secret, without witnesses.

Miner (a mine layer)
Tried for hooliganism, e.g. the greasing with excrement of door handles to blocks of flats
and flats themselves, also on the banisters of staircases and for dumping rubbish into
neighbours’ saucepans and kettles in a communal flat. Both men and women of the lumpen
proletariat fall into this category of filth.

Mokhnoryly upyr (a shaggy-faced ghoul)
Those convicted of the rape of young children and young girls.

Mokhnoryly chert (a shaggy-faced devil)
Tried for bestial acts with minors under Articles 120 and 152 (1926).

Neprikasaemy(an untouchable)
A prisoner who has been the victim of homosexual rape by one or a group of prisoners.
Morally and physically broken, they have lost human appearance, and suffer a similar status
to that of a pederast. Many bestial acts are committed upon them (e.g. beating their legs).
They have to carry out the filthiest menial jobs in the ITU. Other prisoners are not allowed
to touch them with their hands, beating them only with their feet. It is forbidden to take
or use anything belonging to them, as though they were infected. Prisoners of the camp
are not allowed to give anything to them — if they did they would be beaten to death. At
the table, the club and in the general running of the ITL-ITK they occupy a rear
position. The administration of the I'TU is forced to collect all of them into one group,
to keep them in separate accommodation, have a separate place for them in the canteen,
and to give them separate crockery and spoons marked with rusty holes, in order to spare
them beatings, rape and murder. However, upon release from the prison camp these
prisoners, to rebuild their confidence, commit the most atrocious, terrible and bloody
crimes, thereby avenging their souls for years of inhuman subordination. Their victims
are usually children, women and elderly people, none of whom could offer any serious
resistance. One cannot pity these prisoners under any circumstances — they are guilty of
the most serious crimes. If they complain the administration always answers, ‘We did not
invite you here; you wanted to come yourself.’

Obdristanny na portret (shit-splattered for a portrait)
Convicted from the suit of krasnozhopye paviony (the red-arsed baboons) they are
former Communists, members of VLKSM, who have committed a crime for the second
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time and have consequently been sentenced to imprisonment. With the aim of
demoralising them, thugs force them to sleep on the barrack floor, once the outer doors
to the quarters have been closed, they defecate on their faces and clothes.

Obizhenka (the offended one)
A prisoner who has been homosexually raped or is the victim of some other type of
degrading act as a punishment for breaking the unofficial laws, rules and etiquette of the
prison camp system.

Obmaknuty (the baptized)
A prisoner punished by the otritsalovka for delinquency by slamming their head into the
slop-bucket or toilet bowl. The women’s otritsalovka performs similar acts on delinquents
in the female ITL-ITK, for they are no better in their sophistication and beastliness than
the men. In some cases they may even exceed the men in attempting to mock, taunt and
subordinate their victims through subtle sadism.

Papa (the daddy)
An unofficial leader of a row of cells or a brigade of prisoners, including cockerels, and
Finns, who is lower in rank than the head cockerel and the elder cockerel, but higher in
rank than a mama; all these unofficial leaders are by their very nature active and passive
pederasts, and as a rule they are ‘combine harvesters’ who have wives and children in their
lives outside the camp.

Plotnik (a carpenter)
A thief who is facing expulsion from his group of rogue leaders at the command of the
council of thieves, for failing to fulfil an obligation handed down by the zone authorities,
or for a grave breach of prison camp thieves’ law. As a result he has to commit a self-abasing
act in the presence of other rogues: he is made to put a penis behind his ear, in the same
way that a carpenter carries a pencil behind his ear at work.

Podmetaly-petushnya (sweeping cockerels)
A suit of untouchables in certain areas of the prison, who act as janitors in taboo places
such as public toilets. They wash the floors in the barracks and the industrial zone, they
sweep the ground and dig up and soften the earth in the forbidden zone, between the
main compound and surrounding barbed wire fences. Participation in this kind of work
is considered by the other prisoners to be beneath their status.

Podnarniki (those under a plank [bunk] bed)
Prisoners who are beaten, submissive and broken in spirit. They have been released, but
for fun the guards force them to remain under a plank bed from dusk till dawn as an
‘educational measure’. Such prisoners include:

Starshy petukh (the elder cockerel)
The unofficial leader of the brigade or prison row of the downcast, convicted under Article
154 (1926) and Article 121 (1960) for committing sodomy. He has inherent inclinations
toward active and passive pederasty, with a track record from a young age (usually male
pop artists and actors find this activity exciting; the female sex prefers lesbianism); he
participates in the resolution of arguments and conflicts between the untouchables of
the prison camp.

Suchka-zhuchka (little bitch)
A convicted, petty female thief, who has stolen from the personal effects of her friends
in the dormitory and from the female convicts (items such as food, cigarettes, papers,
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matches, sugar and sweets). For this ‘rattiness’ she has been beaten over the head with
underpants by a group of prisoners and is thereby automatically ‘lowered’ into the ranks
of the untouchables in the female prison camp system.

Suchonka-govnoedka (the bitch shit-eater)
A big slut, a petty thief, who has been sentenced to imprisonment in the female ITL-
ITK, she is spiritually and physically broken, and has had her head dunked into a toilet
as a result of squabbling, spreading gossip or bad mouthing female prisoners, and is
therefore ‘lowered’ into the ranks of the untouchables.

Suchonka-sukhodrochka (the bitch dry-masturbator)
A convicted former member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union who is an
embezzler of state and society funds.

Trakhnuty (fucked)
A mentally retarded prisoner, held in contempt by all.

Trinadtsaty otryad (the thirteenth row)
A special brigade in the zone of the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of afflicted prisoners;
such a brigade is the prison’s underbelly.

Tryakhomudiya (the useless)
Prisoners without any authority, who are incapable of standing up for themselves.
Somewhat mentally retarded, they hold no opinions of their own and are cowardly by nature.

“Titan’ iz psikhushki (a ‘Titan’ from a madhouse)
A prisoner held in contempt, psychologically unstable, recuperating in the psychiatric ward
of the prison hospital. He has been delivered to a place of imprisonment as a ‘convalescent’
to sit out his sentence.

Uzkoglazy churnyla (a slitty-eyed fool)
A prisoner of Asian descent, who is despised by the prisoners of Russian descent and the
thugs and chauvinists of the ITL-ITK.

Unitaz Unitazovich Govnoedov (toilet bowl — son of toilet bowl — shit-eater)
A prisoner-bytovik without authority, who has had his head dunked into a toilet bowl or
slop bucket full of faeces and urine.

Fantomas (Fantdmas is the central character from the popular French crime novels
written between 1913 and 1963, a number of which were also made into films)
A psychologically abnormal prisoner, who, instead of being imprisoned in the psychiatric
hospital of the MVD prison system, is being held in the ITL-ITK.

Tselochnik (a rapist)
An afflicted prisoner, convicted of rape.

Cheburashka (a cartoon character from the 1966 children’s story by Eduard Uspensky)
A despised younger passive pederast, held in the educational and work colony. He is the
victim of pranks, subjugations and other revolting acts at the hands of the other younger
rogue prisoners.

Chert s krasnym obosrannym khvostom (the devil with a red shitty whip)
A despised prisoner, formerly a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
who has now become an ‘under the plank bed victim’.

Shakalye (jackals)
Petty thief prisoners, who are ‘under plank bed victims’.

Erzats (a fake)
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A mentally retarded, psychologically abnormal prisoner from the camp system, who has
arrived from the psychiatric hospital of the MVD after being ‘cured’ in order to sit out
a short sentence in the prison system.
Yazychnik (a heathen)

A political prisoner convicted under the Article 58-10 (1926) for anti-Soviet agitation, who
has been raped by the rogues of the prison on the orders of the NKVD-MGB. As a reward
for this misdeed they received imported food products. Similar debasement and
subjugation of political prisoners in the Gulag was a common occurrence.
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Prevalent Diseases and llinesses Among Prisoners of the Gulag




Main Diseases Found Among Inmates of the Gulag

Distrophy: was widespread due to chronic hunger, excessively heavy physical labour,
and the general weakening of the body. It prematurely ended the lives of millions of
prisoners — slaves of the Communist prison system.

Diptheria: common in corrective-labour colonies for juveniles, and more rarely in adult
CLC-CLC [collective-labour colonies, collective-labour camps].

Pellagra: a skin illness caused by vitamin deficiency and constant hunger. The skin
becomes uneven and rough, and covered in bloody cracks and tumours.

Syphilis: became common after the Second World War (1941-1945), originating from
both local and ‘brought in’ sources (mainly European countries). It was able to spread
through poor medical attention, and the inadequacy or complete absence of medical
supplies.

Gonorrhoea: this was widespread after the Second World War among both prisoners
and citizens of the free population. Before the war gonorrhoea was a rare disease in the
Soviet Union.

Tuberculosis: appeared in various forms and was the scourge of all VTK, CLC-
CLCs. It became significantly more common after the creation of the Communist Gulag
system. This was due to chronic hunger, exhausting work, bad living conditions, over-
crowding, poor medical services, and the lack of, or total absence of medicine. At the end
of the 1940s and the beginning of the 1950s between thirty and thirty-five per cent of Gulag
prisoners were suffering from tuberculosis, with a high mortality rate, especially in the
north and Siberian corrective-labour camps and colonies.

Psychological llinesses of Prisoners (in camp language)

Gonki (races)
A persecution mania which develops from the constant strain of the struggle for survival.

Zhor (voracious appetite)
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp, who is never full due to the systematic consumption
of balanda (low-calorie skilly/gruel).

Zhorny|Zhornaya/-kurva s Kotletom (a person with a voracious appetite and a pot)
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp who has let himself go spiritually and physically.
He constantly carries with him a jar of water, in which floats ‘food’ that has been found
on the rubbish dump of the CLC-CLC: fish heads, skeletons with tails, potato peelings,
various vegetable pieces and so on. They lick clean, ‘make as smooth as plaster’, the bowls
from the dining hall and everything they find is consumed with a raging hunger, from
which they are never free. Victims of ridicule and mockery, they are kicked for the
slightest misdeed (they cannot be punched as anyone who touches them with their
hands becomes ‘unclean’ or ‘fouled’ themselves).

Zhizneradostnyie (cheerful)
Prisoners in both male and female detention centres, and also corrective-labour colonies
for juveniles. They do not present a danger to those around them.

Zaboboshenny (cuckoo)
A prisoner who, when deprived of freedom after his arrest, inquest and court case,
constantly thinks about his family. This affects his behaviour, and his ability to fulfil

223



assigned work. He becomes reserved and answers questions wrongly.

Zadvinutye na Valta (obsessed with the jack/knave in playing cards)
Prisoners who, even though they are guilty, constantly think about revenge (including
murder) against those who deprived them of their freedom. Victims, witnesses and
those who work for police are the focus of their obsession. This condition is found in
women as well as men.

Kobel-samoyed (male dog-samoyed)
A mentally backward prisoner-masturbator, who hangs a photograph or publication in
front of himself containing an image of a woman. After achieving orgasm he eats his own
sperm. They are the lowest of the low of the camp.

Shastlivye (the happy ones)
A petty bureaucrat, a Soviet man (sovok — person with Soviet mentality). These are
psychologically damaged prisoners, who cannot comprehend or come to terms with the
fact that they are in a place of detention. They are placed by the administration into inter-
regional special psychiatric prison hospitals belonging to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
for the USSR. This condition affects men, women, and juveniles.

U nego[neyo gus otorvalsya (his/her goose has escaped)
A mental illness among prisoners where the victim perceives everything around them to
be unreal. They cannot orientate themselves in space and time, don’t remember their
surnames, their former address or the Article of the Criminal Code by which they have
been sentenced. They confuse day and night, and do not recognise their relations.

Causes of Death in the Gulag

Death in the Gulag could be the result of any of the following: illness, incidents on site,
explosions, avalanches, accidents, floods, fires, murder, inter-camp settling of scores (on
the order of thieves with authority the camp administration NKGB-MGB), the suppression
of strikes, uprisings, during escape attempts and torture during questioning. However
inmates might die, the administration would only use the following standard medical
diagnoses when listing the cause of death:

1. Acute heart attack.

2. Extensive myocardial infarction.

3. Acute kidney insufficiency. '

4. Stroke.

5. Fatal liver cancer.

Places of Burial and Graves of Gulag Prisoners

1. Ammonalnik - a hole blasted into the permafrost.

2. Empty coal mineshafts — after the corpses were thrown in they were covered with lime
chloride or rubbish and earth. The next load would then be dumped on top.

3. Individual burials — in camp cemeteries, the corpses were buried in written-off
clothing, paper sacks — ‘bags’ and wooden coffins — ‘pea jackets’.

4, Business trip/mission/into the ocean — in the northern camps of Siberia during the
winter months, it was commonplace to lower naked corpses under the ice through a hole
which had been cut for this purpose.
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Names for Camp Cemeteries

In the language of the prisoners, camp cemeteries were called:

1. “The Embrace of Communism.’

2. ‘Into the bright future of Sovdepiya (the Soviet world).’

3. “The dead-end of Socialism.’

4. “The slag-heap of human material.’

5. “The Zek sanatorium.’

The farewell phrase said to a Gulag prisoner dying of constant hunger, excessive work,
illness, or killed by other prisoners was: ‘Joyfully he arrived at Communism, at the
bright dawn of humanity!’
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Prisoner’s Sadistic Games, Jokes and Entertainment
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Balalatka (the balalaika)
A joke played inside the cell. When the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed
between his fingers and set alight. The victim wakes up because of the pain, making
movements with his hands similar to that of playing the balalaika.

Bashmak na dykhalku (a shoe on one’s chest)
When the victim is asleep after a long day’s work in the industrial zone, the otritsaly
(members of the otritsalovka collectively) use a shoelace to tie a boot to his genitals and
place it on his chest, under his chin. When the victim wakes up, he throws the shoe from
his body, causing himself great pain.

Vaterpasnut (Dutch term for measuring levels, used in construction)
To drop a brick, breezeblock or other heavy object from a great hight on to a person below
and then disappear. This joke is usually played from the roof or window of the work house.
Occasionally this causes serious injury or death to the victim.

Vvesti narkoz (to administer anaesthetic)
To knock out the victim with a blow from a heavy object.

Velociped (the bicycle)
Similar to ‘the balalaika’: when the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed
between the toes and set alight. With the rising temperature the victim wakes up,
recreating the actions of pedalling a bicycle

Zapodolit poblyadushku (to pull up a slut’s hem)
Played on a girl or woman, generally those belonging to the lumpen-proletariat, whose
only value in male prisons are their sexual organs. Before she is gang raped, the victim’s
skirt or dress is lifted and tied over her head, then objects are pushed up her vagina. These
may include: crushed-up empty cigarette packets, cigarette butts, matchboxes, wine bottle
corks, leftover snacks, a pine cone (if in a park or forest), a large branch from a bramble
bush. The intention is that the victim only realises what the items are later. This type
of unpleasant situation could befall girls from decent families as well.

Igra na sakharok ili pederasta (playing for a sugar-cube or your virtue)
Cunning inmates from the otritsalovka, lure inexperienced inmates into a game of
cards, where the price of losing can be the victim’s manhood.

Mokhnushku prichastit (to baptize the cunt)
To urinate on a drunk woman’s vagina after copulation.

Mena poveselit s podzharokj (to make a man laugh by frying his meat)
A way of extorting money and other things of value. The body is burnt with an electric
iron, and an electrode is pushed into the victim’s anus.

Opustit vttkhouyu (to lower quietly)
One of the most despicable acts of humiliation used on urban convicts by convicted
hoodlums from the otritsalovka. A physically strong grown man, of solid character, who
is unaware of the authority of the other convicts, would have a convict’s penis (or a rag
soaked in sperm or vaginal fluids), wiped across his lips at night when he is sleeping. This
is done in the presence of a group of ‘witnesses’ with the intention of ‘lowering’ the victim
into the cast of the fallen or downcast. Women would be ‘lowered’ into the class of
whores and pigs.

Podlyanshiki krysy i krysyata (leaders of the rats and baby rats)
An initiation rite that takes place in a large block of flats. The lifts must be broken then
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defecated in, and faeces must be smeared on the door handles of all flats and the block’s
main entrance. Faeces must be left in all the flower boxes and hallways. Broken glass from
the windows is scattered on the first and second floors. The entrances and doors to the
flats are set on fire, the locks are broken and the electric doorcode destroyed. Everything
is graffitied, all the lights are broken, the postboxes are burnt, the rubbish and bins are
set alight, any rubbish skips are beaten out of shape. All benches are broken, all facilities
such as playgrounds or sports areas are also destroyed, trees are cut down and plants
uprooted. Any pigeons, cats or dogs found in the area are captured, tortured and killed.
This type of initiation is carried out by homeless children, children with a troubled history
(who attend special schools), children who are underage offenders and recent inmates
of child correctional colonies.

Pogladit ruchnikom po tykve (to stroke the pumpkin)
To corral the victim into a doorway or park with the intention of robbing them. The victim
is hit on the head with a hammer, her earrings are stolen, along with any other valuable
items that can be found in the victim’s handbag.

Poteshitsya (to have fun)
A sadistic game carried out after the rape of a woman, whereby her genitalia are poked
with a broom or any other bristly object at hand.

Prichastit kosmocha za grev (to take communion for a parcel)
To forcefully sodomise a member of the clergy, with the objective of humiliating the victim.
Carried out on the orders of the NKVD-MGB, afterwards the rapist would be rewarded
with food or cigarettes by the authorities in gratitude for this act.

Rekratsukha bychkov 1 telok (recreation with bulls and calves)
To take a hostage for ransom.

Seans dat (to give a show)
With the intention of causing mischief, the perpetrator has sexual intercourse with a drunk
woman in front of a large crowd of people. Her legs are lifted high and the man sings
various rude verses.

Soedinit Volgu s Donom (to connect the Volga to the Don)
A form of sadistic rape, whereby the vaginal crevice and anal cavity are stretched together
using one’s fingers, ignoring the protests of the victim.

Spustit podlyanku na podlyanku (to trick a trickster)
To goad three groups of convicts into fighting for a joke, then make peace.

Surpriz-mina (the surprise mine)
To defecate in the flat one is robbing, the faeces are then concealed for the owner of the
apartment to discover later.

Upyr mokhnoryly (the mossy ghoul)
The condemnation of paedophiles and those who brutally and viciously rape women. In
one case a criminal stretched the orifices of his victims for his own amusement, and to
give them something to remember him by. The nature of the man’s crimes were made
known to the staff and inmates at the prison he was sent to, so that the inmates could
fully understand ‘who is who’ and carry out their own form of justice.

Shlyumku nadryuchit na kumpol (to put a bowl on the crown)
Practised in order to humiliate the victim and amuse the perpetrators. A full bowl of prison
gruel is emptied over the head of a randomly selected victim.
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Shutka (the joke: sadistic recreational acts)
1: To pour petrol or kerosene over an unsuspecting sleeping convict and set fire to him.
Usually the petrol was only poured onto the lower half of the body. 2: To hammer a nail
through the victims stool or bench. 3: To urinate or pour acid into the victim’s water jug.
4: To spread axle grease over a bench, or to cover the floor around it with ball-bearings.
5: To place a large breezeblock above a door, so when it is opened the block falls directly
onto the victim’s head. 6: To place excrement inside the bread ration. 7: To place a lighted
cigarette inside the victim’s jacket pocket. 8: To attach an electrode to a metal door handle.
9: To defecate into an unsuspecting convict’s shoes during the night.

Shutka chernozhopykh i zheltomordykh zverey (a joke played on black-arsed and yellow-
faced beasts)
Carried out on those of Circassian or Asian origins. The victim was castrated and his
testicles were stuffed in his mouth, he was then forced to swallow them, nearly choking
in the process. The attackers did not kill him so that when they were caught, they would
receive a lighter sentence.

Erzats-estradnik (a phoney performer)
As a joke and a form of exhibitionism, the perpetrator exposes his genitalia to women and
young children (especially girls). Accompanied with rude gestures.

Yaponskoye/Gruzinskoye tango (the Japanese/Georgian tango)
A form of sadistic recreation and a method of settling disputes between blatnye. Two
blindfolded convicts fight each other with knives of identical size and length, surrounded
by completely silent inmates. The first serious drawing of blood decides the fight. After
the tango all sins and debts are forgiven. A display of courage like this was reserved for
blatnye only.
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Terms Used to Describe the Actions of the Prison System Administration
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Avtoruchka, list bumagi ili kher v ochko? (a pen, a piece of paper or a cock up the arse?)
The offer made to a thief by the authorities to compel him into renouncing the thieves’
world. If he refused he was placed in a khata (pressing cell) where pressers (see page
213) would torture and anally rape him ‘in chorus’, until he agreed to abandon his
thieving ways.

Aktivny raskol (rigorous interrogation)

An interrogation where the victim was beaten up and water poured over him every time
he lost consciousness.

Baranyee kresty (ram’s crosses)

This system of marking a convict’s file began in 1947. Following the repeal of the death
penalty for murder, the camp court would only add a twenty-five year sentence for this
crime, leading to a dramatic increase in murders among convicts. Red pencil crosses were
marked in the personal file of any prisoner who killed in this way. Some convicted thieves
had over ten crosses; their victims were usually politicals.

Bely Lebed ITU (the White Swan Prison)

The conditions created by the administration at this prison, were particularly cruel.
Inmates were suppressed and subjected to intense physiological pressure. Even an
authoritative ‘thief in law’ could be raped or lowered in other ways.

Bez poslednego (minus the last one)

The methodical execution of prisoners by firing squad, after the order Iykhodi na
rabotu (come out to work). To discourage lingering in the barracks the last convict to line
up for work after this command would be taken beyond the guarded zone and executed.

Birka zeka (a convict’s label)

Before dead convicts were allowed to be buried, a piece of plywood or hard piece of card
measuring no more than 6 by 8 centimetres would be tied to the big toe of the body using
wire or twine. The label would carry the details of the inmate, written with a lead pencil.
The graphite of the pencil would keep well in the soil, in the event of future exhumation.

Bich otlovlenny dlya scheta (citizens caught for the quota)

A number of convicts would escape from every Gulag convoy. To make up the balance
vagrants were caught at railway stations and press-ganged into the carriages. On arrival
at the ITL these innocent citizens would be given over to the system, despite their protests.
It might take years before the ‘mistake’ was officially recognised. Even then it was often
less trouble for the authorities to keep these ‘suspects’ rather than let them out.

Bolty v khezalnik ili avtoruchka 1 bumaga?(a bolt [cock] in the arse or a pen and paper?)
The offer made to blatnye otritsaly (prisoners who refuse to submit to the prison rules).
They were forced to write a text renouncing their criminal life then read it over the zone’s
public announcement system. It would tell of their ‘wish to step on the path to correction
and work, and to be of use to society’. If they refused they were placed into a khata (pressing
cell) where they would be beaten and raped.

Bumerang (the boomerang)

To discourage complaints from the convicts, any allegations made about a specific
employee of the ITU were delt with by the same employee.

Vstoylo zagnat ili otritsalu vydat zamuzh (into the cowshed or to marry off an owitsala,
i.e a member of the otritsalokva)

Anyone who breaks the regime and refused to work, would be placed in a special cell where
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he’d be beaten up and raped under the instructions of the administration.

Zabytye (the forgotten ones)
Citizens were sometimes arrested by the NKVD-MVD without official orders and placed
in over-crowded cells with those who had already been sentenced. When the time came
to transfer the prisoners to the Gulag everyone in the cell was transported, including those
without official orders. Once they reached the camp they would only be freed with much
difficulty, often after months or years had passed.

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya (to make an Easter goose)
A recidivist thief would be placed in a pressing cell, tied into a mattress cover and hung
up for hours or even days. He would have no option but to urinate and defecate in his
clothes. After being allowed out of the cover to eat, he was rehung. This was an effective
method of making the thief renounce the criminal authorities. Following this torture they
would put his excrement-covered trousers on his head and place him in a cell of thieves.

Zadelat paskhalnogo gusya s rikhtovkoy (to flatten an Easter goose)
A recidivist thief was placed in a pressing cell with a gag in his mouth, where he was tied
in a mattress cover and laid on the floor. There he would be beaten with broomhandles
and kicked. During this beating his persecutors demand that he renounce the thieves
clan, then they release him from the cover. If he refuses to renounce they replace it and
continue beating him until they get a positive result.

Zatknut klyap (to plug with a gag)
When a condemned convict is taken from his cell to be shot, a special soft gag is used
which has straps similar to those of a gas mask. This prevents him from screaming.

Zonu zaglushit (to suppress the zone)
The administration would take all the otritsaly (including their leaders, who had a
hostile attitude to the camp regime), out of the ITK, and transport them to camps in the
distant northern tundra and Siberian forest. This would help secure order and discipline
among the remaining convicts by controlling the regime, reinforcing re-education and
improving the productivity of their labour in the industrial zone.

Zonu slomat (to break the zone)
Special forces of the MVD would enter the zone to bring the regime to order, usually where
the inmates had rebelled against the despotism of the thieves, who had been ruling over
them. They would pick out the blatnye who had deliberately ‘defrosted’ the zone,
provoking riots, and take them to the pre-trial detention centre. There they would be
sentenced to between eight and fifteen years imprisonment or the death penalty, then
transferred to other prison regime camps in distant northern and Siberian areas.

Klassovy podkhod (class attitude)
The protective attitude of the law enforcement agencies toward the nomenclatura who
stole state and communal property.

Koridor ognevoy (fire corridor)
The forbidden zone was surrounded by barbed wire (during the winter months the snow
wasn’t removed from this area, in summer the ground was raked over). This zone was
alarmed, and in the dark it would be lit with electric lamps and spotlights. The main fence
was painted white, both inside and out, to make it easier to see escapees. Guards had the
right to shoot to kill anyone entering this area.

Lokalnaya vyshka (watchtower)
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A tower where during the day a convict activist would be on duty, keeping an eye on the
camp, making sure order is observed. He would have a local telephone connected to the
reception desk, the checkpoint (KPP) and the assistant head of the camp on duty
(DPNK) as well as the head office of the ITK.

Matsatka (a forty gallon barrel)
A form of execution by the VChK. The victim was placed into a barrel lined with sharp
nails which was then rolled around until he was dead. When removed from the barrel the
body would be almost completely drained of blood.

Metodom leninskogo phizicheskogo ubezhdeniya (the Lenin method of physical persuasion)
Interrogation with sadistic tortures using instruments and technical means.

Na zapretku vygnat (to send onto the forbidden zone)
To make the newly arrived convicts work constructing the forbidden zone. They would
place the barbed wire, paint the fence white and dig the ground. This work was considered
to be zapadlo (beneath their dignity) by the other convicts. For the administration it was
an effective method of discovering the otritsaly among the newly arrived. They were placed
in SHIZO (solitary confinement) for refusing this type of work, and marked out by the
administration as potential breakers of the ITL regime in the future.

Na porevo prodat kuratku-chukhnu (to sell a girl from the Baltic states)
Thieves, who had already bought girls from the NKVD during their transportation to the
Gulag, would then sell these (political) girls from the Baltics to other criminals for
money or goods. These transactions would take place on the way to eastern Siberia or
Komi-ASSR. The thieves law allowed her new owner to strangle or stab the girl if she
did anything wrong, to give her up to satisfy the sexual needs of other convicts in the
carriage or to sell her as a slave to another criminal. The guard would have already
written her off as dead on the journey (among political prisoners the death rate was very
high). Beautiful young girls from the Baltic states were more valuable than those from
western Ukraine and Modolvia. This trade was very common in the1940s.

NKVDeusky bespredel KPSS (the excesses of the NKVD of the Communist Party)
The various methods of taking away a person’s humanity in the Gulag through hunger,
humiliation, torture, beatings, spiritual and physical suppression with the real threat to
health and life. All these methods were legitimised by the Communist ideology of the
elimination of enemies.

Obvalka (dissection)
After executions in prison, the corpses were chopped up using butchers’ axes, the body
parts would then be placed into a powerful electric cutter. The resulting ‘minced meat’
was mixed with the prison sewage, put through the treatment plant, then disposed of in
canals, ditches and rivers.

Obvinilovka s gruzom (indictment with burden)
Convicts who were suffering from drug addiction and alcoholism were additionally
sentenced to forced treatment at the ITU, where they would serve their term until both
the medical commission and the court decided to release them. No amnesty, free pardon
or release on parole was applied to such prisoners.

Oblomnaya kamera (the breaking cell)
A special prison cell where, on the orders of the administration, the prisoners (including
politicals), were ‘firmly put on the road to correction’ using ‘the methods of physical
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persuasion’: tortures, beatings and the rape of both men and women.

Perdilnik (the farting room)
A special ‘freezer cell’ in the prison, a SHIZO without glass (only bars) in the window,
where the temperature is the same as in the guarded zone outside. Ferocious otritsaly,
authoritative thieves, and politicals were placed here wearing nothing but their underwear,
for two to three hours, in temperatures up to twenty-five degrees below freezing. The
aim of this punishment was re-education.

Petushinaya Uralskaya zona (cockerel’s Ural zone)
The MVD set up an experimental colony where they brought inmates who had been
‘lowered’ from different I'TKs across the country with the intention of saving them
from discrimination, torture, beatings and rape. It was in this colony that the slaves of
the slaves showed what they were capable of. The cruellest settling of scores began, with
murders, stabbings, rapes and tortures. They fought for leadership of the zone according
to where they came from, their crimes etc. The colony turned into the worst hell on earth.

Pod koromyslo musorov popast (to end up under the yoke of rubbish)
A method of punishing a convict breaker of the regime who had assaulted guards. They
were handcuffed yoke backwards, with one arm over the shoulder and the other round
the side, so the wrists met behind the back. Sometimes they would be hung on a hook
by the elbow. The convict would scream in severe pain, soil himself, and after a short
period, lose consciousness. (This NKVD method was later used by the Gestapo and SS.)

Pod naporom rabota (working under pressure)
1. This absurd prison camp socialist competition was invented by the Communists. The
criminals (hooligans, thieves, robbers, killers, rapists), and their brigades would be
awarded the first, second and third places, and handed red pennants displaying texts about
raising productivity and portraits of Lenin. 2. Such socialist competition particularly raged
in pressing cells where, as a warning, those who did not fulfil the norm would be
repeatedly hit on the head. If that didn’t work, the other convicts in the cell (the whole
brigade), would beat them. There were no lazy or depressed inmates in such cells, as they
would be beaten too. Everyone was smiling, working with enthusiasm and performing
over and above target, this was the ‘Dawn of Communism’ — in a prison cell...

Pravo pervoy nochi khozyaina (the master’s right of the first night)
On arriving at the distant women’s Siberian or northern Gulag ITL of the NKVD-NVD,
groups of wives and daughters of ‘enemies of the people’ would go through a medical
examination where the authorities picked out the most beautiful, slender, virgin girls. The
lustful head of the camp would then be informed of the selection. According to unwritten
camp law, he had the ‘right of the first night’ — to sleep with the convict slaves of the
Communist system. He would choose a girl that he liked and call her to his office,
where he would ask her to become his mistress; in exchange she would receive privileges.
Any girl who refused would simply be raped and sent to the hardest labour sites: logging,
constructing log rafts (where they would have to stand in freezing water up to their necks),
loading logs onto trains and barges, as well as bricks, sacks of cement etc., or they would
be put into the SHIZO, to break them spiritually. Some of these desecrated girls would
commit suicide because of these conditions.

Pravo pervomu slomat ochko (the right to be the first to break the arse)
The authoritative criminal of the pressing cell would be the first to rape the victim who
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had been placed there by the administration of the ITU, NKGB-MGB (the victims
were otritsaly, authoritative criminals, legitimate thieves, those who refused to work and
politicals). The other pressing cell inmates would then rape the victim in the order of
status established by the authoritative criminal in charge of the cell.

Pressovshchik (coerced operator)

A special executioner/torturer who was recruited from the criminals of the lumpen
proletariat or the fringes of society. Kept in special cells, they were exempted from hard
labour, given plentiful rations taken from other prisoners’ personal parcels and provided
with alcohol. They followed the orders of the camp authorities to rape, beat and break
the spirit of other inmates, with the intention of stopping their life of crime, and to ensure
they led a normal life in the future. Their victims included professional criminals,
habitual criminals, robbers, politicals, perpetrators of armed attacks, malicious saboteurs
of the camp regime, women and children, racketeers and murderers.

Raskol tretey stepeni (third degree interrogation)

An interrogation using torture and special instruments to make the victim admit to any
absurd accusation, e.g. spying for bourgeois states such as Antarctica, Mont Blanc,
Vesuvius, Euphrates, Bosphorus, Sierra Nevada, Atlantic etc. Especially popular during
the period 1937 to 1939, when NKVD cadets on practical training in Siberia or the Near
East amused themselves by beating confessions out of semi-literate peasants. They
created a situation where the more ‘saboteurs’ and ‘enemies of the people’ they found,
the more capable they were proved. There was even competition between cities and regions
(Vladivostok and Khabarovsk, Novosibirsk and Kemerovo, Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk,
Moscow and Leningrad, etc.). At the tribunals and special meetings where they were tried,
many of these semi-literate peasants could not even articulate the name of the ‘bourgeois
state’ supposedly employing them to ‘spy’, or carry out ‘sabotage’. This elicited only smiles
from the iniquitous Communist ‘judge’-executioners.

Skvoz stroy kozlov i opushchennykh (through a line of bastards and lesser criminals)
Newly admitted dangerous criminals were forced between two lines of inmates who, for
whatever reason, felt negatively toward professional criminals. The new admission was
beaten with rubber truncheons prior to being allocated a cell. As is well known, professional
criminals generally come from the fringes of society and the lumpen proletariat, and respect
only rough physical force involving actual threat to life and limb. Decades of experience
taught camp administrations that words were useless and only physical force had any effect.
This was condemned by humanitarians and democrats who never experienced the
brutality and parasitism these criminals displayed. The laws of the criminal world are based
on fear, blood and death - just like those of the Communist system. Such brutal measures
were designed to kill all desire in the criminals to oppose the camp regime, or to reject
undertaking labour for the benefit of the society in which they were formerly parasites.

Slomat krytuyu (break the cover)

The correctional labour camp used violence and force to destroy the psychology of the
criminals and their ‘romanticism’. Habitual criminals who were against the camp regime
and its work requirements were subject to harsh corrective measures to make them
renounce the world of crime and introduce them to socially useful labour. To achieve the
desired results these measures were taken without pity or compassion. In the event of
mass insubordination, Spetsnaz (from the Ministry of the Interior) was called upon.
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Sotslyut (social-ferocious)
1. An orphanage for abandoned children. 2. Pupils of special schools for difficult children
from troubled backgrounds. 3. A special technical college for the children of criminals,
vagrants and the poor. 4. A corrective labour camp system with a general regime where
first-time criminals were held before being sent to their final camp. All kinds of minor
criminals who joined the fight for leadership in the camp were held here. As a result, many
fights broke out between the different groups and grew into large, chaotic arguments with
no rules or criminal etiquette, only rape, mutilation, and murder. The most violent
offenders were those under the age of eighteen who had already been in young offenders’
institutions and were later transferred to adult camps. These young people with their love
of disorder were a permanent group of troublemakers in all adult camps.

Spetsnaz MVD rikhtovka (Ministry of the Interior Spetsnaz ‘fixers’)
Suppressors of mutiny and mass insubordination of convicted criminals in the corrective
labour camp system. Criminals who carried out arson attacks on the camp were dispersed
with water canon, and the main perpetrators segregated for trial under Article 77 of the
Soviet Criminal Code (1960) for the disruption of corrective labour institutions. This crime
carried a prison sentence of between eight to fifteen years or the death penalty. Article
321 of the current Russian Criminal Code (1996) punishes the same crimes with prison
sentences of between five to twelve years.

Stoyka mordoy v ugol, ruki po shvam (to face the corner, arms by your sides)
A brazier which burns for many hours, in which the legs of prisoners are burnt and swollen.
Implemented in certain prison camps, this practise originates from interrogation methods
employed by organs such as the NKVD, NKGB and MGB in the 1930s and 1940s.

Twerdo vstavshy na put ispravlentya (firmly put upon the path toward correction)
1. A prisoner, who has refused to become involved in crime and has ceased criminal activity.
2. Someone who has become an active and willing assistant to the MVD and KGB. 3.
Someone who has become involved in the internal routine/order section (SVP), to help
the administration in the prison zones. 4. Someone who has become an enforcer for the
authorities, helping them remove the seasoned criminals and thieves, along with their
laws which use homosexual rape, torture, beatings and debasement as punishments.

Tramvay (a tram)
A special place in the prison camp, where prisoners convicted of particularly cruel and
bloody crimes gang-rape girls and women who are considered ‘harmful’ and ‘enemies
of the people’, with the aim of coercing them into giving necessary information to the
NKVD-NKGB-MGB. Having chosen their victims from among the prisoners, the
authorities ask them mockingly, ‘Are you happy being a sex slave? Your male cellmates
are very satisfied with you, and have asked that you be left in their cell a little longer. Do
you want to go and meet them now? Or shall we continue the talks we started earlier...’
and so on. Only those strong in character can withstand such inhumane subjugations.
The inmate-‘tram drivers’ were not allowed to beat these unfortunate girls and women,
only to rape them, force them to have oral sex and to stick their fingers inside their vaginas.
After the testimony/confession ‘in the tram’ of around twenty victims, all the convicts shot
themselves, helping to preserve the secret of these terrible methods of investigation.

Tryum (the ship’s hold)
A special torture cell used for the interrogation of ‘enemies of the people’. Rats were kept
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in a special container, on top of which both men and women were seated without their
underwear. The bottom of the container would then be heated with a kerosene lamp,
causing the rats to try to escape by jumping up and biting into the victim’s body. Men’s
testicles were specially tied up and positioned to aid the torture process. The rats were
kept in metal cages in the holding cells, their legs chained to prevent them escaping. Rats
were the first helpers of the NKVD-NKGB-MGB and the ‘armed forces of the party’;
such interrogations were considered highly effective.

Uboyny tsekh (the workshop of death)
A building or place, where death sentences are carried out by liquidators during ‘bloody’
days, nights and 24 hour periods, approved by committees, tribunals and courts.

Uzda musorov (a pig’s [police] bridle)
To put a straight jacket on a prisoner who has broken the prison regime, or who has
attacked a member of the administration regime. The legs of the convict would be bent
backwards so that they nearly touch the convict’s own neck and a strap is put across his
mouth. The back cramps up completely while the inmate is lying on his stomach, either
on the cell floor or in the corridor. This constricting position causes the victim to lose
consciousness in about thirty minutes. Prisoners who have experienced this ‘curbing of
the filth’, when threatened with a straight jacket by the administration of the I'TU or with
punishment from the elders in their prison block, quickly understand the consequences
and say, ‘Boss, forgive me, I'll put a cork in it..." or something similar.

Chernaya Marusya (the Black Maria)
A truck or saloon car belonging to the organs of the NKVD-MGB used for the
transportation of arrested men and convicts. It is equipped with a ‘glass’ compartment
for one person and an observation aperture or ‘top’. Usually they were disguised with a
sign on the side reading ‘Bread’, ‘Vegetables’, etc. Very rarely they were painted with the
threatening initials ‘NKVD'’. Commonly referred to as ‘the Black Crow’ or ‘the Black Maria’
people were frightened of these vehicles and avoided them at all costs.

Sharashki (secret buildings)
Special secret engineering bureaus and laboratories within the Gulag system where
highly qualified convicts and ‘enemies of the people’ (academics, doctors and PhD
students, engineers, constructors and workers), carry out work that is military, strategic
and tactical in nature. They are organised by the KPSS, and have a headquarters in Moscow.

Shlyuza (sluice)
The twin gates in the KPP (checkpoint), which open in turn to allow vehicles through.
Here, with the aid of specially trained dogs, all vehicles are searched for prisoners
attempting to escape from the I'TU, as well as weapons, contraband, drugs and spirits.

Shtrafnik po nakatu gebeshnikov (fined for assaulting KGB officers)
A dissident political prisoner, convicted by the administration of the I'TU for breaking
the laws of imprisonment by starting fights, keeping drugs, pornographic images,
banknotes or spirits, either by hiding them under their beds or by sewing them into their
pockets. They are placed in SHIZO (solitary confinement), preventing them from early
release for good behaviour, or as part of the work programme for ‘houses for the people’.

Eshelonka (echelon)
Internal convoy regiments of the NKVD-MVD who escort prisoners from one prison camp
to another according to their documents.
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