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Danzig Baldaevwas born in 1925 in Ulan-Ude, Buryatiya, Russia. The son of an 'enemy of the people', he was subject 

to repression in Communist Russia and sent to an orphanage for children of political prisoners. After serving in the 

army during the Second World War, he came to Leningrad in 1948 and was ordered by the NKVD to work as a warden 

in Kresty- an infamous prison-where he started drawing the tattoos of criminals. He was reported to the KGB who 

unexpectedly supported him, realising the status of a criminal could be determined by deciphering the meaning of 

his tattoos. His work enabled him to visit different reformatory settlements across the former USSR, where he 

witnessed many of the scenes published in this book. 
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The drawings in this book reveal an episode of the most horrific suffering in the life of 
a country that is known for its capacity to endure suffering. 

Initially they appear over-dramatic, focusing on the abject, the grotesque and the 
aberrant. Perhaps because they aren't photographs it is easier to dismiss them as a 
figment of a disturbed imagination. But even a basic reading of the literature concerning 
this period reveals that they are undeniably 'factual' drawings. There is a disturbed 
imagination at work here, but it belongs to the interrogator, the guard and the criminal. 
Although these interpretations of Gulag scenes are drawn by an artist, and retain the 
unmistakable identity of his hand, Baldaev has resisted pictorial flourishes, communicating 
his views in a direct and unswerving way. Where Gulag literature uses a turn of phrase 
or metaphor to help us imagine its surreal horror and give us an emotional understanding, 
Baldaev's harsh, vernacular drawings tell the story using a straightforward, unremittingly 
brutal method, faithful to the system he was attempting to document. 

Obviously no one could be present at all the events shown in this book. Baldaev's widow 
has explained how around a fifth of the drawings are from first-hand experience. The 
rest of the images are the result of the artist's meticulous research, speaking to fellow 
NKVD officers and prisoners about particular incidents, practises and procedures. He 
wanted the drawings to be accurate in every detail, from a slogan on a placard, to a 
collar on a uniform. His father was an ethnographer who had been arrested as an 'enemy 
of the people' and sent to the Gulag, while Baldaev and his sister were sent to an 
orphanage for Family Members of Enemies of the People. It is impossible to gauge the 
effect such events might have on a child, but through this work it is clear that, despite 
becoming part of the system, he wanted to expose the lie behind it. He soaked up the 
evidence before him and committed it to paper, spending twenty years working at home, 
in secret, on these drawings. If he had been discovered he would certainly have suffered 
the same fate as the Gulag victims he so assiduously depicted. 

In his book Kolyma Tales, referring to the terrible sights he and his fellow inmates 
witnessed, Varlam Shalamov wrote, 'A human being survives by his ability to forget.' 
These events are not as well known as they should be. Perhaps that has something to do 
with survival - which in its own way carries a particular sense of guilt. Values change in 
the Gulag. Reduced to their basic functions, one emaciated inmate looks much like 
another, harder to recognise as an individual, less than a human being, disposable. 
Drawings from the Gulag makes explicit the capacity one individual has to destroy 
another. It shows how moral borders disintegrate, and how the descent into indifference 
can be sanctioned, justified and excused in pursuit of a flawed ideology. 
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Birth of the Gulag 
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,,3A'-IATHE rYnArA"' 
8DEPEI/ 31/PE HllBCTPE'IY, TOBllPHU/H, ,llPY3bH !. .. 

Hn'lnno nYrH s KoMH!IHHcrH'IEcKoE (cr11nHHcKoE)P11scrso- rvnnr rnv-HKBJl-NBJI ... 

Text top left reads: 'The Inception of the Gulag.* Go Forth Toward the Dawn, Comrades and Friends!'; text 
top right reads: 'Dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the giant of Russian literature, A.I. Solzhenitsyn.11th 
November 1988. [signature] Danzig Baldaev'. Text on the left banner reads: 'Down with the Czar!'; text on the 
centre banner reads: 'All Power to the Soviets!'; text on the right reads: '25th October (7th November [o.s.t]) 1917'. 

The beginning of the road to Communist (Stalin) bondage: Gulag, GPU-NKVD-MVD.t 
(Shortly thereafter, the peoples of Russia recalled life under the czar as a lost paradise.) 
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flOCBEU{llETCR 10-RETH/O KOROCCR 
P!ICCKOH RHTEPllTYPblll.H.CORHfEHHJ/HH!I 
ff.XL1988t: ~ l/.C.5RR/lllEB 

( 'IEPEa KOPOTl<OE BPEMH HRPO/lbl PoCCHH BCROMHH/IRH JHH3Hb RPH l/llPE KRK O/i YTPR'IEHHOM PRE .. :) 

*Gulag or GULAG (Glavnoye Upravleniye Ispravitelno-1rudovikh Lagetyey i Koloniy) -the Chief Administration of Corrective Labour 
Camps and Colonies. 
t o.s. (Old Style) or Julian calendar is used to refer to dates from czarist times, Russia switched to the Gregorian calendar in 1918. 
t GPU (Gosudarstvemzoye Politicheskoye Upravlenie) - the State Political Directorate of the NKVD of the RSFSR. The secret police 
of the Soviet Union from 1922 until 1934. 
NKVD (Narodnyy Komissariat Vnutrennikh Del) - the People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs. The civilian and secret police of the 
Soviet Union during the era of Stalin. 
MVD (Ministerstvo Vnutrennikh Del) - the Ministry of Internal Affairs. First formed in czarist Russia in 1802. Re-established in 1990. 
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no ,QEKPET!I OT 5.!l.18r. 81/K ROJl!l'IH/111 HE orPllHH'IEHH/JIE nPRBll HI/ )/(J I 
KHH METO,QOM !16EJKl/EHHH''H PRCCTPEROB 6h/RH !IHHl./TOJHEHhl • 
H TOJ!bKO fl!ITEH }l(ECTOl/llHJUErO TEPPOPA KOHHYHHCTh/ !IAEPJl.i 

The Birth of the Gulag and Red Terror. September 5th, 1918. 
Writing on the wall: 'The Solovki Prison Camp.* USLONt OGPUt'. 

The decree of 5th September 1918 gave the VChK§ an unrestricted right to claim the lives and freedoms of the 

citizens of the country. Over a short period, using 'methods of physical persuasion' and execution, over 500,000 

people were killed, and hundreds of thousands more were placed in prison camps. Only through the most brutal 
terror and repression of the people were the Communists able to retain their power. 
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ti H CBOfiOJl!I rPllHfl/llH CTPllH/JI. 311 KOPOTKHH REPHO,l/ ,,'PH.JHl/EC­
IUIE SODT/JIC. 'IEROBEK H COTHH T/JIC/11/ DONEIQEH/JI B KOHQ/lllrEP.11. 
'II C80JO RHTHHllPOAH!l/O BDRCTb •.• 

"'Many monasteries were easily adapted into labour camps and prisons by the authorities, their construction lending themselves to this 
purpose. The Solovki Monastery was converted into the infamous Solovetsky Lager Osobogo Naz11ache11ia (Solovki Special Purpose Camp) 
or SLON (an acronym meaning 'elephant' in Russian). Solzhenitsyn called it the 'mother of the Gulag'. 
t USLON Upravlenie So/ovetskimi Lageryami Osobogo Naznacheniya - the Directorate of Solovki Special Prison Camps. 
t OGPU Obyedinennoe Gosudarstvemwe Politicheskoe Upravlenie - the Joint State Political Directorate (also known as the All-Union 
State Political Administration). Formed after the GPU left the NKVD in 1923. 
§ VChK Vserossiyskaya Chrezvychainaya Komissiya - the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission [for Combating Counter revolution 
and Sabotage] or Cheka. The first in a series of state security organisations responsible for enforcing the will of the Communist 
government. Their tasks ranged from the requisition of food to the execution of political opponents. 
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no YKn311HJ1J0,,80)f(Jl,fl fll0Mfl/1KOB" 8.llEHHH/l .•. 

B HRl/11.RE 20-X !OJ/OB 8 r. B/111/IHKl/BKl/3£ Bl/K 5hll!H RPECTOBRHbl CBJl­
U/EHHOCJlfl)l(HTEJl H Pll3Hh/X BEPOHCOOBE,l/RHJl~KOTOPh!M OEPE,Q PllC­
CTf'EJl0/1 RPE,l/RO}l(HJlH OTKllJ/llhC.R OT PEJlHfHH .llJlR COXPRHEHJJll CBO· 
EH )/(/13HJ1.5h/JIOT BCEX HOll!ll/EH OTK/13.!IO.RO,l/OH JlHJTEPRHCffHH CB.R-
11/EHHHK H.RJOH!IJl 8 JlHQO KOMHCCllP!l.BCE OHH flPHHR.RH CHEPTh C 50/lh· 
UIHM JIOCTOHHCTBOM H COOKOllCTBHEMJ,lll/B flPHMEP ,llP!IFHM ••. 

By order of the 'lumpen-proletariat leader." Vladimir Lenin ... 

In the early 1920s in Vladikavkaz, the VChK arrested priests of various religious faiths and denominations. Before 

execution, they were given the choice to deny their religion in exchange for their lives. All of them refused. A 

young Lutheran priest spat in the face of one Commissar. They accepted death calmly and with dignity, setting 

an example for others. 
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-EcnH TBOR 151/H/IR noiloB-BPl/FOB MllPKCH3NR,PRHEE,Q!IPl1n­
Hl18JUl/R HllPOJI 05EU/llHl1EM Pl/fl, HE 6!1/IET Bh/00/IHRTh HOP­
M!I no CTPOHTEf/hC TB!/ KOHMYHJ13MR-CBETDOFO fi!l/l!:IU/EFO 
/lRR TPY/IOBOFO HllPOJlll,R BRC flEPECTPERRfO ff BK l/EPTEft 
H Cl/50T/l)f(HHKOB ! ... 

'If your gang of priests - enemies of Marxism who tricked the people with false promises of heaven - don't meet 

the quota for building Communism and the bright future of the working class, I'll shoot you all like saboteurs, 

you devils!' 
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Jn rOl/bl COBETCKOll 8.RllCTJI 5bl.RO !IHJl'ITOJH£HO 1181/KPh/TO CBh/0/£ f00Th!C.XPJICTJlllHCK/1X L/EPKBEli, OK0/10 20l 
CBh/OIE 450 Th!C. CBRU/EHHOC.R!:IJHHTE/lEI/, N/1.11/7/10Hhl BEP!llOU/HX.11 c 3TOro BPEMEH/1 Hlllfll/!OCb OT'l!l)lf,QEH.HE 
ffo !IK/131/H/1/0 8.H.J/EHHHll C [P!l}l(l/!IHCKOii BOfiHbl Hll'IRnHCh P/1330PEHHR L/EPXBEH,MOHRCTb!PEH 11 T.,11. HR COTl-1. 

Text across the top reads: 'Long Live the Communist Party, the Wisest of the Wise, Whose Wisdom Outwitted 
the Wisdom of Wisdom Itself! Glory to the RKP(b)-VKP(b)-KPSS!*'; text across the bottom reads: 'Down 
with churches, monasteries, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and others! Religion is the drug of the people. Priests 
and monks are the worst enemies of Soviet power!'. 

Over 100,000 Christian churches, around 20,000 Muslim mosques, 500 Buddhist datsans and 1,400 synagogues 

were destroyed during the Soviet era. Over 450,000 priests and millions of believers were killed. People were 
disconnected from their cultures, cultures were suppressed, and the moral lives of the citizens of the country 
were deformed and distorted. 
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•TLti~-M~_nPEHWASI J.13 M~llPEHWHX,CBOEIO 
MDA M!:I POCTH! CnABA PKn(6)-8Kn(cS)-Kncc ! 

1C.M!IC!IHhMllHCKJ1X ME'l£TEH, 500 5!1l/,QHHCKHX ,l/lll/RHOB, 1400 11!1,QEHCKJIX CHHRror: HCTPE5/lEHO 9'H3Hl/ECKJ1 
r K!lllbT!IPbl, 05ECK!IHbT!IPH81lHHE"' ,QE'POPHllL/HR HPRBCTBEHHOro BOCnHTRHHR rPR)l(,l/JlH CTPllH/J/ ••• 
N.RPJI. P!l5.RER HM!lll/ECTBO H l/PllrOL/EHHOCT/1 no CHEXOTBOPHOH L/EHE 5b/RH RP0/11/Hbl KOH#!IHHCTl/#H.11/ P!/5£)1(. •• 

From the Civil War (1917-1922) onward, Churches and monasteries were raided by order of Vladimir Lenin. 
The Communists sold off the property and valuables, worth billions of rubles, for almost nothing to buyers abroad. 

*Throughout the years, the Communist Party went through several official names: 
RKP(b) (Rossiyskaya Kommunisticheskaya Partiya (bolshevikov)) -the Russian Communist Party (of Bolsheviks), 1918-1925. 
VKP(b) (Vsesoyuznaya Komm1misticheskaya Pmtiya (bolshevikov))- the All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks), 1925-1952. 
KPSS (Kommunisticheskaya Partiya Sovetskogo Soyuza) -the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 1952-1991 (dissolved). 

19 



/ 

20 



Arrest, Interrogation and Imprisonment 
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-HnM no PllSH!IPRl/KE HYJHHO flPHBE3TH 12 BPllrOB,C 9THHH }/#)/(£~ 
HEPOM, BPl/l/HXO/I H CTl/Ph/M K03J/OH,DPO'PECCOPOH,HllfiHPllETCJl 
BCErO 10, TOfl/R 31/fiEPHTE H3 KBllPTHP nEPBoro 31/l}!{D EU/E JJI0-
5/JIX l/BYX,KTO TllM ECTb,Pl/501/HH-KODX03HHK,BCE PllBHO,J!H/Uh5bl 
5h/J/ flODHb/M ClftT-12!HcnonHRHTE! •.• 

Writing on the van: 'NKVD*'. 

'We've been instructed to round up twelve enemies [of the people]. With the engineer, the doctor woman and 
the old moron professor, we've only got ten. Take any two people from the apartments on the first floor, 
whoever you can get-workers or kolkhoznikst- it doesn't matter. We just need twelve people in all. That's an 
order. Off you go ... ' 

• The NKVD vans were rarely marked in this way, often bread or milk vans were used to disguise their real purpose. 
t The farmer of a kolkhoz (kollektivnoe khzyaistvo) - collective farm. 
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01/HH 113,,rYMllHHhJX°MEro1100 HKfiJ/;BbJTJIHYrlf' 
HU)l{Hh/E flOHR311HH.H !I 33Hll-;,BPRrll HllPOJl/1.1

:. 

P/160THHHH HHB/I OPE/IBllPHTERl>HO HfEPTB!I 11011ro NOPHRH TDll0/10/11H311 TE/rf 
HI/ /IOOPOCE,,BP/lr!J H/IPOl/llH RPEl//lllrll/IH 06H/lbHOE !JrOU/EHHE JI/ /111'1!1 H!l)lf· 
H/JIX ROK/13/IHHH HI/ CE6R HRH l/P!lrOE .llHl/O. 5/Jl.Q H /IP!lrOJi NETOl/,NOr 1111 
)/(£ PTB!I KOP/1111/H coniHOli RHU/EH 112-31/HR HE ,QllBllRH 801/61, KP0/1£ 
COlliHOH 5/IRllH/ll>/,11 TOllbHO Hll l/ORPOCE l/llB/11111 BOA!/ Jll,DOH/13/IHHll.~. 

One of the more 'humane' methods employed by the NKVD to 'extract' the necessary statement from an 
'enemy of the people'.* 

The NKVD starved the victim for a long time. Then, during the interrogation, the 'enemy of the people' was 
offered a hearty meal in exchange for the desired statement against himself or a denunciation. Another method 

involved feeding the victim food with a high salt content, then depriving them of water for two or three days. 

The only liquid available was the balanda (prison soup), which was also over-salted. Water was given only during 
interrogations in exchange for a forced statement. 

•Used by Lenin as early as the decree of 28th November 1917, the phrase 'enemy of the people', was a loose term that could be applied 
to anyone the authorities conceived as a threat. 'Enemies of the people' were imprisoned, expelled or executed. Their relatives and friends 
also fell under suspicion and could be sent to the Gulag as 'Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland'. 
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-TBOH MY)f(,5b/BU/JfH KOMllHl/HP )/11BJ13Jf#,PRCCTPEnRH,KllK BP!lr. •• DPHXOJI 
CBJ 11 l/CHP HR PErHCTP/lf/HJO B OP!llH/;IHKBl/-/t!B/l ••• aro 5b!JIH POJICTBEHHJ1-
K/1,J3P/lf08 !f RPOJlll,"CocnnHHh!E 5£3 C!:ll/11 H CJIE/ICTBHR 8 CEBEPHl>IE Jf BOC­
TOl/Hb!E P/IHOHl>l r,l/E )f(HJ!H B XOJ!Ol/f II fOllDl/f If !l/1HPllJ!H Tb/Cf/L/RM/1 ••• 

Sign on the wall reads: 'Death to the Class Enemy!'. 

'Your husband, a former Division Commander, was executed as an enemy of the people.' 

'Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland' and the 'Socially Dangerous'* had to register with the NKVD­
MVD. These were relatives of the 'enemies of the people', exiled without trial to the northern and north-eastern 

regions. They lived there in conditions of cold and hunger and died by the thousands. 

•Regular citizens were most likely to be arrested for these two 'offences'. However, undesirables could be imprisoned under many different 
charges. The titles of some of these 'crimes': 'counter-revolutionary thinking', 'praising American technology', 'holding anti~Soviet moods'; 
reveal the level of paranoia within the authorities themselves. 
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Tnf!Hnfl CETb l!OHOC'll11<0B Jlf P)l<llJlll BECb HnPO/l 8 CMEPTE/lbllOM 
ClPllXE,KllK BO BPEMEHfl CPE/lHEBEl<OBOf! 11HK8113HL/11J1.,, CT!IK/lt/11: 
/JI0/111 5£3 '-IECTH, CTbl/lll H COBECTl1, 5bl/111 llKT1180M HKBI/. 01111 
113 /1111./HOH KOPb!CT/1, l./EPHOJit 31l811CTl111 JlPYrHX Hl13MEHHb/X 
~OfiY)l(Jl£Hl1/J, !JCTHO 11 RJ1..CbMEHHO /IOHOC11n11 Hn POJlHblX,6/111.3-
Kl1X,JIPY3EJ1, TOBllPl111/El1,3HnKOMh/X, 0,l/HOKflMEPHl4KOB 11 
Ofi811Hflnl411X 80 BCEX CMEPTHb/X rPEXflX:B /1/fll10Hll)f(E,8PE­
IJl1T£nhCTBE, .JnroBOPE, llHTl1COBETCKOl1 nn1rn11111111 T.,l{. 

HHKnKOft fiPDBEPK/1 HKBJI B flPllB/IJ1BOCTl1 ,l/OHOCQB HE 
nPOBO/lUJl, n Hll050POT ROOIJ{Pfl/l Jlf05!Jf0 l./!:l,l/OBl1U/H!:llO /lO)l{b ... 

The NKVD covered the country with a dense network of narks and secret informers. 

The secret informer network kept the entire population in deathly fear, akin to that of the Inquisition. 

Informants,* people with no feelings, honour, or remorse, were a valuable asset of the NKVD. Out of a sense 

of profit, greed, envy and other brute instincts, they reported - orally or in writing- on their friends, relatives, 
immediate family, acquaintances, and fellow inmates. They accused them of all the deadly sins: espionage, 
sabotage, conspiracy, anti-Soviet propaganda and agitation, etc. The NKVD never verified the informants' reports. 
On the contrary, it encouraged the most blatant lies. 

* 'In the 1930s, Nadezhda Mandelstam tells us, the verb to write assumed a new meaning. When you said he wn·tes or does she write? or 

(referring to a whole classroom of students) they write, you meant that he or she or they wrote reports to the organs. (Similarly, the Cheka's 
rigged cases were called "novels".) To "write" meant to inform, to denounce. Solzhenitsyn calls it "murder by slander".' Martin Amis, 
Koba the Dread, 2002. 
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· NDRJJU!Hii KPOBRBh!H 5PAT HHBJ/-f ECT/IHD TllK H HE l/DPOC ,QO 
,,BCfHRPO//HOfO rHEBHOro OC!IHfl/EHHR BPArOB f/1/ITEPJ/RHl/11" 
115ECKOHEl/HO OTCTllBllJ/OO,,RPOH3BO/IHT£J/hHOCTH T/JU,Qll.':. 

no !JK/13KE HKBJI Hll JllBO/lllX, 'P/15PHKllX, 8 KOfiXOJllX, Hll!l'IHhlX, !l'IE5Hh/X 3118£1/EHHflX H 
!f'IPE)l(l/fHHf/X no BCER CTPllHf RPOBOJIHPl!Ch C05Pf/HHR TP!IJIJIU/HXCfl, rJIE Bh/CT!lflf/IOD./HE 
KJ7Ef/M/1Jll1 R030POM,,U/RHOHOB, l/118£PCllHTOB, BPEl/11TEJ7Eft, 3/IBEP50811HHb/X 
HHOCTPllHHb!M/1Pll38E/IKllMl1,"05E38P£)f(f HHb/X HffBJ/, ff TPEfiOBll/1# 11X !IHl1'1TOMEHl1fl, 
KllK ,,fiEUIEHh/X C05/lK.n MHOfl1E Bb/CT!:lfl/IBUJ/1£ Hfl 3Tl1X C05PllHl1RX H Ml1TJ1Hr!IX 
BCl<OPE C/IMH OK/13b/8/IJ711Cb HI/ flOJlO)J(Ef/1111 ufifUIEHh!X C0511K"H U/Jll1 flOI/ PllCCTPEJl •.. 

The Gestapo, the bloody younger brother of the NKVD, never matured enough to adopt the notion of 
'universal wrathful condemnation of the enemies of the Fatherland', and it lagged far behind in terms of 
'labour efficiency'. 

By order of the NKVD, workers' meetings were held at factories, plants, kolkhozes, scientific institutes and 
educational institutions throughout the country. At these meetings people took the stage to publicly condemn 
'spies, wreckers, and saboteurs in the pay of international intelligence', who had been exposed by the NKVD. 

They demanded they be exterminated 'like a pack of wild dogs'. Many of those who stood on the podium soon 

became part of the pack 'wild dogs' themselves, and were executed by firing squad.* 

•During Stalin's many purges some of his most loyal followers fell victim to his deadly paranoia. His ruthless cleansing of (mostly imagined) 
political opposition, was a constant feature of his regime. No one was immune, including those who had previously denounced others. 
'We think that a powerful and vigorous movement is impossible without differences - "true conformity" is possible only in the cemetery.' 
Joseph Stalin, 'Our purposes', Pravda, 22 January 1912. 
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J/OnPOC /lETEll uBP/lrOB HllPO,l/ll 0 0 KOHTPPEBO/llO­
L/HOHHOll l/EJITERbHOCTJ1 J1X POl/J1TEn£ft J1 fiRl13KJ1X •.. 

CTllJ/HHCKH!lHKB/I nOOU{P/111 /IOHOC/J/ l/ETEli HI/ C8DHX PDl/HTEJ/Eii H 80380/IHnHX BfEPOH, II H{KOTOP/JIX H35HEHHE# 3{1/JT/18.11/1.11 
/lllBllT/J H!l)f(H/J/E !IDK/13/IHHll. /10 CTP/IHE QPO/U.1111 Hll/'IQllHHR R!l.5/IH'IHOrD OTPE'IEHl1fl /IETEll DT CBDHX PD/IHTEJ/EH,,-BP/lfDB 
HllP0/111: 'IEPEJ fl/JET/JI H HX 31/CT/IB.llfl.llH B/J/CT!/fl/IT/J HI/ CD5PllHHRX .c fHEBH/J/i"f OC!/lf(//EHHEN IURllDHD8 H T./rfiEHDTDP/JIE 
!l'IHTE/11111/HDll!IPE/IJ/llr/IJIH RHCllT/J CD'IHHEHHJI-. 'fro //!11'1/IETE B/Jl(fl'IEHHKH)H 81111/H DTEI/ 11/lf/IT/J 05 f/PECTE llllP/UllllDB CCCP 
0/1/0XEPll)!IX/l'IEBCKOfO, ffDPDBll H l/P.?"H QOCJIE TllKHX .CO'IHHEHHH" i+tHOf HE llHUl/IJIHC/J POl/HTEllEH H HllllPllB/1/1/lllC/J B l/ETJ/OM/1//t.:. 

The interrogation of children of the 'enemies of the people' about the contra-revolutionary activities of their 
parents and close relatives. 

Stalin's NKVD encouraged children to denounce their parents. Some were held up as heroes;* others were tortured 

to make them 'confess'. A campaign of public denunciations by children of their 'enemies of the people' elders 

was launched countrywide. Through newspapers, children were ordered to make public speeches and 'wrathfully 

condemn spies', etc. Some schoolteachers assigned students essays on subjects such as 'What do you (the student) 

and your father and mother think about the arrest of Marshals Tukhachevsky, Bliicher, Egorov,t and others?' 
As a result of these 'essays', many children became orphans and were sent to special ChS (chlen semyi- member 

of the family [of the enemy of the people]) orphanages.* 

*Pavel (Pavlik) Morozov was the most famous example of this phenomenon. In 1932, following his denouncation of his father, thirteen­
year-old Pavlik was murdered by enraged family members. He was exalted as an icon of integrity: someone who held the values of the 
state higher than family love. Idolised in propaganda: schools, streets and pioneer brigades were named after him. His story was a parable 
for generations of Soviet children. Recent investigations have cast considerable doubt on the official version of events. In her book Comrade 
Pavlik (2005), Catriona Kelly argues the case had been almost entirely constructed to suit the political doctrine of the time. 
t Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky and eight other higher military commanders were convicted and executed in 1937 after a secret trial 
known as 'The Case of Trotskyist Anti-Soviet Military Organisation'. Marshal Vasily Blilcher was arrested in 1938 and convicted of spying 
for Japan. Marshal Alexander Egorov was demoted to Commander at the end of 1937 and then arrested in 1938. He died in prison in 
1939 (or 1941, according to some sources). Both Egorov and Blucher were members of the tribunal that convicted Tukhachevsky. 
+ Baldaev and his younger sister were both placed in an orphanage for children of 'enemies of the people' following their father's arrest. 
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ff II JlOOPOCllX,,BP!lrDB H/IPOj/lliUHPOHO DPHMEHJIJJCJ7 
OPHlM-,,CTOilHll MDP/IOH B !Iron, P!IKHDO OIBllM: •• 

)/(£PTBl>I HKB/1-!1r/5-!1Bl/ .BPnrH H!IPO/lll" CTORRH Hll/IODPOCllX no HECKOJlb/(0 C!ITOK 5£3 CH/I, 601/hl, PHU/If, 
OTl/h!X!I. !IP/1 !lll/IEHllll OT DOTE PH CH/I ilfEPTB!I 051111Bll/l/1 BOl/0#,1130/1811111111 CHUB/I CT/lB/1//11 B !lrD//. 
llll///11{1/ J/l CBOi !ICEPl/11£ HllrPll)l(Jl/l/!HCb OPl/EH/11111 JI c PD'IE TO/'! Bb/UJR/1 B OTCT/lfi/(fl B 50-50 ro1111x ••• 

Another method of torture during interrogations: 'Stand facing the corner, hands by your sides .•• • 
Text on the left wall reads: 'The goal of the ChK* is to fight class enemies mercilessly'; text above the door 
reads: 'Long Live Comrade Stalin!'; portrait above the map: Felix Dzerzhinsky;t text on the map reads: 
'Administr[ation]'. 

Victims of the NKVD-MVD, 'the enemies of the people' were made to stand up for days during interrogations. 

They went without sleep, water, food, or rest. When they fainted, water was poured over them, then they were 
beaten and forced to stand in the corner again. For their diligence, the executors were awarded medals, and 

retired 'with honours' in the 1950s and 1960s. 

•The Cheka (see VChK, page 14). 
t Felix Dzerzhinsky, 'Iron Felix' founder of the Cheka and later head of the GPU . 
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-Ero flOP/l 06RHTh 80JIOH.9TOT J(fi/ICCOBhlflBPllr YJHE ROH.fl/I, 'ITO TllJ<OE flPODETRPCKllR 
l/HKTllT!IPll, {0!1, KOJ!JlEKTHBH.Jlll/Hfl Hj(OJ1X03 /IEJIO-l/05POBOJ/bHOE::. 

'Time to pour water over him. This class enemy already understands what the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

the GPU, collectivization and 'the kolkhoz is a voluntary act' are all about.' 

• 'The investigators began to use force on me, a sick, sixty-five-year-old man. I was made to lie face down and then beaten on the soles 
of my feet and my spine with a rubber strap. They sat me on a chair and beat my feet from above, with considerable force ... For the next 
few days, when those parts of my legs were covered with extensive internal haemorrhaging, they again beat the red-blue-and-yellow bruises 
with the strap and the pain was so intense it felt as if boiling hot water was being poured on these sensitive areas. I howled and wept 
from the pain. They beat my back with the same rubber strap and punched my face, swinging their fists from a great height. The intolerable 
physical and emotional pain caused my eyes to weep unending streams of tears. Lying face down on the floor, I discovered that I could 
wriggle, twist and squeal like a dog when its master whips it. One time my body was shaking so uncontrollably that the guard escorting 
me back from such an interrogation asked: "Have you got malaria?" When I lay down on the cot and fell asleep, after eighteen hours of 
interrogation, in order to go back in an hour's time for more, I was woken up by my own groaning and because I was jerking about like 
a patient in the last stages of typhoid fever. Constantly the interrogator repeated, threateningly, "If you won't write (invent, in other words?!) 
then we shall beat you again, leaving your head and your right arm untouched but reducing the rest to a hacked, bleeding and shapeless 
body." So I signed everything.' An extract from a letter dated 13th January 1940, sent to Vyacheslav Molotov (head of the Sovnarkom, 
the administrative arm of the Soviet government), by the seminal theatre director and producer Vsevelod Meyerhold, complaining about 
his treatment at the hands of his interrogators. He was executed by firing squad on 2nd February 1940. 
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B 011uoA H3 NHorol/HCllEHHhJX rmPEM HKB/l-.BE,Q!JTunoc-
11£ 01/EPEl/HOro ,QOOPOCll J-11 CTEnEHH11BPllrll HI/POI/II::. 

CTllRHHCKHH HKBI/ Cl/Mb/MH l/HKHMH,38EPCKHMJ1 CPEl/HEBEKOBbl­
MH flb/TKRMH Bbl6J181/R Y COBEPUJEHHO HEBHHHblX RIOl/EH Cl/Mb/£ 
'l'llHTllCTHL/ECl<HE flPHJHllHHR-u UlflHOHRJI( 8 fl0Db3Y 6!/PH<!l/13-
HOrO rOCYJJRPCTBll llHTllPKTJ1,llhl!1 •• 

The 'enemy of the people' is being 'led away' after a third degree interrogation session in one of the many 
prisons of the NKVD. 

Using the most vile and inhumane forms of torture, akin to those of the Middle Ages, the Stalinist NKVD forced 

innocent people to make the most ridiculous and outrageous 'confessions', such as 'spying for the bourgeois 

state of Antarctica'. 
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Pn5oTHHKH HHBJI nP11 ,qonPoc11x,,BPnrooH11PoJ111" 
flPHMEHJIRH CTl/POPYCCK!llO Rh/TK!:l-1/blfi!I ••• 

!/JnKOHEHHblii H.ernllHHh/H H ff Hf PRJlhHl>IM RPOH!JPOPOM CCCP 11.Bh/UIHHCH­
HH,l/DRPOC J-jj CTEREHH 00380HR/I 8/J/KOHll'IHBllT/J /1/0/Jb/E HOKll.31/HHH Y 
,,BPRrll HRPO/IR"Hll CE/ill If /IP!lrHX 11111/,H MHOrJIE, 1./105/JI 1135118111/J CE/JR OT 
11nnoHEHUJHX no/TOH,,, nPH3HRBllJlHCb "B /URHDHll)l{E, //HBEPc1111, JllrDBD­
PE HT.JI., C03HllTEJlbHO U//111 ROI/ PllCCTPE/l B !l/JOHHOM L/EXE !/(/>!/ HKBJI ••. 

One of the instruments of torture thatthe NKVD used during interrogations of 'enemies of the people' was 
the rack, which dates back many centuries in Russia. 

The 'third degree interrogation', legalised by Joseph Stalin and the General Prosecutor of the USSR, Andrey 
Vyshinsky, made it possible to obtain any statements from the 'enemies of the people' against themselves or 
others. In order to avoid further torture, many 'confessed' to espionage, sabotage, conspiracy, etc., preferring 
execution by firing squad in the 'slaughterhouse' of the UFU* NKVD. 

• UFU ( Upravlenie Fizicheskogo Unichtozheniya) - the Department of Physical Extermination. 
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JIDfl flCJ1XH'IECKOfO 803JIEHCTBl1fl HR JIOOPOCllX )!(£H­
U/11HH JIEBYIDEH;;,BPllrOB HllP0)/11, 0Pll31/EBllDl1 /IOFOHI/. .. 

PR6DTHHKH HKB/I H.J KllTErOPHll.CEHC!l//Jl/JHO 0311501/EHH/JIX. fi/J/.llH 5006/UHMH .RI05/1TE/IRl'IJ1 Hll /IORPOC//)( PR.1/lEBRT/J 
/IDH/lF/I /110/IQ/16/X )HEHU/HH II OC06EllHO/IEB!l/UEH 113 KOllTHttrEHTll.BPllrOBH/IP0/111 "11 HX,,, 'IC; T.E. 'IJIEH08 CE/YIEH.!ICTH/JIE H 
flHC/JMEHHblE JH///10561 Q fl/JITKllX, HCTR3/1H/1RX,/1.JHRCH/108/IHHRX H H3/IE8/ITE/lbCTBllX 8/lllCT!l/'111 HE /IPHHHl'l/l/IHC/J. 
'IECTH/JIE If flf!HHl/HnHR/l/JH/JIE P/150THHHH llPDH!IPllT!IP/JI 51>1/IH HCTPE5/IEH/Jl./l/{B/I I/ME/I HEorPllHH'IEHH/J/E nP/18/l Hll 
)l(H3Hb BCEX rPllJHl/llH CTP/IH/JI, /l llPOH!IP/lT!IP/l CT//R// 5ECnPllBHOii l'?//PHOHETKDH H noC05HHl/EH /IKB//. •. 

A form of psychological pressure: women and girls, 'enemies of the people', were stripped naked during 
interrogation. 

'Sexually preoccupied' employees of the NKVD were very keen on stripping young women• - 'enemies of the 

people' or the members of their families - during interrogations. Oral or written complaints about torture, rape, 
or humiliation were rejected by the authorities. Honest employees and men of principle who worked in 

prosecution were exterminated. The NKVD had unlimited rights to claim the lives of any citizen of the 
country. The public prosecutor's office became the NKVD's puppet and accomplice. 

* ' ... you are interrogating a "foreigner's girlfriend" ... all of a sudden you get an idea: maybe she learned something from those 
foreigners ... And so you begin to interrogate her energetically: flow? What positions? More! Jn detail! ... The girl is blushing and in tears. 
"It doesn't have anything to do with the case," she protests. "Yes, it does, speak up!" That's power for you! She gives you the full details. 
If you want she'll draw a picture for you. If you want she'll demonstrate with her body. She has no way out. In your hands you hold the 
punishment cell and her prison term.' Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973. 
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j i. 
-Tb! flP05PllRCR 8 H<EJIE3Hh/E Pf/I/hi HKB,l/, l/T05i>I CRllCllTb 
llPECTOB/IHHb/X BPllrOB HllPO,l/1111 P/13H!llO CBORO'lh ... 

Background picture: Vladimir Lenin giving his famous speech at the Finland Station, Petrograd (now St. Petersburg), 
following his return from exile in April 1917. 

'You have infiltrated the steely ranks of the NKVD to save imprisoned enemies of the people and other scum.' 
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-qT05hl 'IEPE3 'I/IC OPH3HllHHR aroro BPI/FR 5/JIRH !I HEHR HI/ CTOREl.. 
-TOBI/PHU/ OC050!/00RHO/r101/EHH/JIH,/1/JI 38 3TO BPEMR 3T0/1!1 fl/JI!/ 
JIHl./R OTOPBEM H )l(RPEH!IJO KOTRET!I Cl/EDI/EM 83 3TOfO )l(l/l/11 ... 

'I give you one hour to put the confession' of this enemy [of the people] on my desk!' 
'Don't you worry, Comrade Plenipotentiary. In an hour, we'll have torn his balls off and fried this yid like a steak.' 

•'When [Nikolai] Bukharin's first wife, Nadezhda Lukina was interrogated, her brother Mikhail was among the members of the family 
who were tortured to give evidence against the others and her. A recent Soviet article gives a horrifying account of his withdrawing his 
evidence and then, after further interrogation, confirming it again. The article quotes another former prisoner, a woman who, asking 
"How could a brother give evidence against a sister?" answered that a Comintern worker in her cell came back from interrogation one 

day, complaining bitterly that a close comrade had incriminated her; the examiners had shown her the testimony in his own handwriting. 
Soon afterward, she returned from a further session. This time she cried, "How could I? How could I? Today I had a confrontation with 
him and I saw not a man, but live raw meat."' Robert Conquest, The Great 1e1ror: A Reassessment, 1990. 
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-Nb! H3 TE6fl BCIO RHTHOl/PTlfilHYIO flh/J/h Bh/TPRXHEM, 'IT05/JI HE KJIE­
BETllR HI/ BOHfl/EH KOCC,J!KD5hl OHH BCE 3BEPHHl/fl CMECh ROJIHTH­
'IECKHX llBllHTIOPHCTOB, 51/Hj/h! !1511HI/ 11JIJIKHX3KCORYllTl/TOPOB •.• 

'We'll whack all the anti-Party dust out of you.* You won't go slandering and spreading lies about the leaders 

of the Communist Party - calling them a bestial mixture of political adventurers, a gang of murderers and 

savage exploiters.' 

"' The interrogators have wrapped the prisoner in a carpet so no signs of torture will show on the body. This precaution was taken in 
the event that the subject might later appear in a public trial. 
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-HY,KYPBll, CEH'lnC Mb/ TE5R !lrOCTHM HnUJHM COBETCKHM 
UlllMflnHCKHM, BOT TOF)/ll P/138R)f(£/Ub CBOfl BPn>KHH Jl3h/K. .. 

The placards on the wall read (from top to bottom): 'MGB Never Makes Mistakes!'; 'Death to the Enemies of 
the People!!!'. 

'Well, bitch, now we're going to treat you to some Soviet Champagne.* It'll loosen your enemy tongue!' 

*Soviet Champagne-Sovetskoe Shampanskoe, is the brand name of the official Soviet champagne, which was first created in 1928. Different 
methods of fermentation to traditional champagne allowed for mass-production. It was made available to every Soviet citizen in an attempt 
to show the world that they were able to enjoy the same luxury goods as their counterparts in capitalist countries. 
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-{OBOPH,KTO E/1/E C TOSOH CliYIUP/ln[OJJOC llMEPl1Kf(,5H-§H-tH,:tB0-
50)/!l"H Pl/CflPOCTP!IHflll llHTHCOBETCK!llO nPOn!lf!IH)/!111/lH R T£5E 
3RC!IH!I P!/lfK!I UJBR5f bl B TBOIO BOH!Ol/YIO li/EnK!J H OHR Bhlfil/ET. .. 
'IEPE3 TBOH nornHb/H POT!. .. 

'Tell us who else listened to the Voice of America, BBC, and Radio Freedom, and distributed anti-Soviet 

propaganda with you, or I'll stick this broom all the way up your stinking arse until it comes right out of your 
filthy mouth!' 
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- {OBOPH,CYKl/f KllKHE Pll3rOBOPbl BED ,QOHll TBOH M!l)I( 
RPOTHB CDBETCKOH BDDCTH H flllPTHH KOMH!IHHCTOB?... 

'Talk, bitch! What was your husband saying at home against the Soviet authorities and the Communist Party?' 
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-ff PH3HllBllHCR! Thi OPOHHK B PR I/bl BKR(E), CT/18 CEKPETll­
PEM rOPKOMn H 06KOM/l,BPEl/HR HllU!Efl DllPTHH H3H!ITPJfl .• 

'Confess! You have penetrated the ranks of the VKP(b), become secretary of the municipal committee and wrecked 

our Party from the inside!·• 

* The prospect of arrest and trial weighed heavy even on the highest-ranking Party member. Following their arrest, aware of the fate 
that awaited them, many immediately asked to sign their 'confession'. Others, unable to comprehend what was happening, remained 
loyal to the Party, believing that it would eventually realise its mistake and reinstate them. 'They were all tired men. The higher you got 
in the hierarchy, the more tired they were. I have nowhere seen such exhausted men as among the higher strata of Soviet politicians, 
among the Old Bolshevik guard. It was not only the effect of overwork, nervous strain and apprehension. It was the past that was telling 
on them, the years of conspiracy, prison and exile; the years of the famine and the Civil War; and sticking to the rules of a game that 
demanded that at every moment a man's whole life should be at stake. They were indeed 'dead men on furlough', as Lenin had called 
them. Nothing could frighten them any more, nothing surprise them. They had given all they had. History had squeezed them out to 
the last drop, had burnt them out to the last spiritual calorie; yet they were still glowing in cold devotion, like phosphorescent corpses.' 
Arthur Koestler, Arrow i11 the Blue, 1945, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The G1·eat Terror: A Reassessme11t, 1990). 

40 



-R. .. AHrDHHCKHH, 'PPl/Hfl!/3CKHit, l/HEPHKllHCKH/1,flnOH­
CKHii, HTllRhRHCKHlt,HEME/IKHH H EU/E KllKO/t-ro /UOHOH. .. 

'I am a British, French, American, Japanese, Italian, German and whatever else spy .. .'• 

*'Because falling under suspicion was in itself considered a sign of guilt, prisoners were rarely released without serving at least a partial 
sentence. Lev Finklestein, a Russian Jew arrested in the late 1940s, had the impression that although no one had managed to invent a 
particularly plausible case against him, he had been given a short camp sentence simply in order to prove that the arresting organs never 
made a mistake. Another ex-prisoner, S. G. Durasova, even claims that he was specifically told, by one of his investigators, that "we never 
arrest anyone who is not guilty. And even if you weren't guilty, we can't release you, because then people would say that we are picking 
up innocent people."' Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
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-TllK3TOHY EBPEHCKOMY CHOHl1CT!J 5Yl/ET /IEF'IE BC­
OOMHHTb 0 l.JOEHCTBE 8 HJ1POBOM )J(Jfl/0-MllCOHCKOM 
3RrOBOPE ••. 

Text on the left wall reads: 'The plans of the Party are the plans of the people'; text on the back wall reads: 'If 
the enemy doesn't surrender - destroy him. Maxim Gorky'; text on the right wall (partially visible) reads: 
'Communism is the mind, honour, and conscience of our time'. 

'This'll make it easier for this Jewish Zionist to recall his membership in the Judeo-Masonic conspiracy.'* 

• The authorities believed in the existence of a coalition between Jews and Freemasons to gain world domination, regularly blaming the 
Judea-Masonic conspiracy theory for the shortcomings of their own system. Throughout the book Baldaev reflects this paranoia by giving 
exaggerated Jewish characteristics to some of his protagonists. 
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Hl/Kll3DHHE 33Kll 31/ Hllfll//IEHHE HA DPOK!IPDPll 
no Hl/,Q30P!l 311 YNJ- CNJIPHTED/JHOii pgfillUIKOii 

RPH T!/rOM nEllEHllH/111 B CM/1P/1TE/lbll!//(J P!/5/IUIK!/pC!/31/E'IKOH' 
39K Bhl/IEP)l(HB/IET HE 50/lEE 30-35 MHlf!IT 11 nPOCHT nPo-

U/EHHJl 311 CBOil ,l/EP3KHH nocr!:lnOK ••• 

A straight jacket put on a convict for assault of the prosecutor supervising the UMZ.* 

When a straight jacket with a 'bridle't was tightened on a convict, he could bear no more than thirty to thirty­
five minutes before he would repent his brazen acts. 

* UMZ (Upravlenie Mest Zaklyucheniya) - the Directorate of Imprisonment Facilities 
t 'Let us try to list some of the simplest methods which break the will and the character of the prisoner ... bridling (also known as "the 
swan dive")? This was a Sukhanovka method - also used in Archangel, where the interrogator lvkov applied it in 1940. A long piece of 

rough towelling was inserted between the prisoner's jaws like a bridle; the ends were then pulled back over his shoulders and tied to 
his heels. Just try lying on your stomach like a wheel, with your spine breaking - and without water and food for two days!' Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 1973. 
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-KllK flPOl/HCTHM EMY Ol/K0,5b/CTPO BCflOMHHT,KRK BPEJl­
Hn COBETCKOH BnncrH 11nnPT/111/8 HnYl/HO-HCCDE/IOBll­
TEnhCKOM 11HCTl1T!ITE CBOEH KH5EPHETHKOH ••. 

'Once we've cleaned up his arse, he'll quickly remember how he damaged Soviet power and the Party with that 

cybernetics• of his in his research institute .. .' 

• During the 1950s the fledgling Western science of cybernetics (the comparative study of regulatory mechanisms, which enabled the 
construction of the first computers), was mocked by the Soviet propaganda machine as an attempt to replace human beings with robots. 
At the same time as Russian scientists were secretly developing their own computers using cybernetic systems, publicly the Western 
scientific ideology on which they were basing their work was dismissed as 'utterly hostile to people and science', (Mikhail Iaroshevsky, 
Literaturnaia Gazeta, 1952). Many scientists were arrested for working in this officially forbidden area and it was not until the 1960s 
that its status as a 'weapon of imperialist ideology' was politically revised. 
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0JIHHH33BEPCKHXDPHEl108 Bh/PBllTh RPH3HllHl1E !I 
llBPl/rll HllPOl/11~,nEPEKP/JIT/J HHCROPO,Q HJ/II DHU/HK.:: 

BOBPEMR ,QOflPOCll CflEL/HRJ!bHb/E PR50TH#NH HKBJ/,,,/110/lOT0-
60Hl/hl !1JlH KO/l!:lflbl, 11 B flO/V/OU/h CRE)/08/ITE/lRM( 'l/ICTO 11 C/IMH 
CRE,1/081/TE/!11) O,QEBll/l/11 Hn r0/108!1 )l(EPTBE PE3HHOBblH ME­
/UOK ,l//!R flEPEKPblTHH ,l/b/XllHHH. /locnE HECNO/lbKHX 7/IN/1X 
flPHEMOB !I )f(£PT8bl Ul/lll HPOBb 113 HOCn,PTn, !IUJE# ••• 

An example of an atrocious method of extracting confessions from an 'enemy of the people': 'cutting off 
the oxygen', or 'squeezing the reed'. 

During interrogations, a special NKVD brigade (or, sometimes, the interrogators themselves), known as 

'hammerers' or 'splitting axes', put a rubber bag over the head of the victim to temporarily suffocate him. After 

this technique had been used a few times, the victim would start bleeding from the nose, ears and mouth. 
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-Th1,rRl/,6h/8/UHH KORX03Hb/H fiPHrlll/HP, c BPEl/HTEJlbCKOil 
IJERhlO flOl/CRRHBRJl KOPOBl/M CEHD!C03HRllCR,l(TO Th/BPnrl. 

'You bastard, former kolkhoz foreman, you wrecked the cows' hay by mixing it with salt. Confess that you are 
an enemy!' 
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-{OBOPH,Yl/EHDJ/ TBl/Pb,KllK flPOflOBE/IOBRRll 5!:1P)l(!lll3H!llO 
RHTHCOBETCK!JIO Jl)l(fHll!IK!I rEHETHK!I HR Kll'PEl/PE,HRH 
CEf!l/llC 5!1/IEIUb ,Qbl/Ul/Th 'IEPE3 3Rl/HIOIO Jlb!PK!I ... 

'Tell me now, you educated animal, about how you preached genetics: that bourgeois anti-Soviet ersatz 
science, in your university department, or you'll be breathing through your arsehole!' 

* Communism rejected theories of hereditary genetics, preferring to follow its officially sanctioned scientist Trofim Lysenko. He 
adopted the theory of inheritance of acquired characteristics (perceived as a socialist model in the field of science) over Darwinism, 
and was championed by Stalin. Scientific dissent of his work was outlawed in 1948, and many of those who questioned it were 
imprisoned. His experiments on methods of increasing agricultural production failed to yield results, and he falsified many of his findings. 
Following Stalin's death in 1953 his influence waned and his work was officially discredited in 1964. 
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8 TIOPEMH/JIE uDTCTOHHlfKH"Hll 10Mll BT/lllKHBllllOCh 110/15-50 'IEOOBEK HR 1-3 C!ITOJ( 5£3801/bl1111110/11 
l/JIR./l!IXDBHOro COON/I." Ur TECHOT/JI Hl/!IXOT/JI HEKOTOP/JIE !Jl'fHP/11111,11 HX TP!lll/JI CTOR/1118 H/IOTHOH 
//IOl/CHOH /l'lllCCE. B T!lll//ET,,BPRrOB HllP0/111 "HE O!ICH/1/111,H OHH Bb/H!l)l(l/EHhl Bbl/111 CHP/18/lRTb 
ECTECTBEHH/JIE Hfl/105HOCTJ1 B UJTllH/JI. CTEH/Jl,,OTCTOilHHH!r QOKPDIB/l/l/1Cb BOHIOl(EH C/1H3bl0 ••• 

During the reign of the cult of personality, the 'enemies of the people' arrested at home or at work were put 
into 'settling tanks'. 

Forty-five to fifty people were crammed into the prison 'settling tanks', with an area of ten square meters.* They 
were left there without food or water for between one and three days for 'spiritual breakdown'. Without enough 

room or fresh air to breathe some died, their corpses stood upright, squeezed in between other people's 
bodies. The 'enemies of the people' were not allowed to use the toilet, and they had no choice but to relieve 
themselves without taking their clothes off. The walls of the 'settling tank' were covered in foul-smelling slime. 

• 'She told me that it sometimes happens in those crowded prisons that one of the prisoners will have a fit of hysteria and begin to scream, 
which spreads to others until perhaps hundreds are screaming uncontrollably. [She] says people who live near the OGPU place in Moscow 
have heard the screaming more than once and describe it as terrifying.' Reader Bullard, Inside Stalin's Russia: The Diaries of Reader 
Bullard 1930-1934, 2000, (edited by Julian and Margaret Bullard). 
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0JJHO HJ OT/lEJ!EHffft AIOl/CKOro YfiOHHOro L/EXll HKB/l-Nf5 KOHl/1140-A 
fO/lOB (BTOP/lfl KPOBllBllR BOAHR CTllAHHCKOro TEPPOPR DOC.RE 30-X 
rO/lOB).PnccrPEJJ,,BPl!rOB HllPOl/l!::n11rEliHh!H flP.,,l/.4(nOJ1BllllbHOE 
flOMEU/EHHECO CTOPOHhl !lfl.BOHHOBll). 

One of the departments of the human slaughterhouse of the NKVD-MVD, in the late 1940s (the second wave 

of Stalin's bloody purges after the 1930s). The execution of the 'enemies of the people' at 4 Liteiny Prospekt* 

in Leningrad, Russia (the basement on the side of Voinov Street). 

* 4 Liteiny Prospekt was the address of the headquarters of the NKVD. Referred to colloquially as the 'Big House', it had an infamous 
reputation - few who entered ever left. 
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Journey to the Camp 

l 
! 
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B ro,Qol H!ID/JTll COBEPUIEHHO 5E3BHHH/JIX,,BPDrOB 
HRPOJIR'.!f 0 NHRRHOHOB 3TllDHPOBllRH HllHOH/J/H!/. .. 

J/IHfffO'IEllllb!XnBP!lrOB 11/lPOl/ll: llE Bbllf£P)l(llBUJl1X llEUJHE 311111/JI ~ COlHl111 Tb/CJ1'1111<11110/YIETP08, 
HOHBOli r!!Jlllr111/RBJI P/lCCTPE/111811/l 1131/Kllllb/Bll/l IUTb/KllM!f 9'11J/1'1EC/tl1C//llfib/X,50.llbHb!X, 
llb/T/181/J/1XCJlbE)l(/llb,.3/lXPO/Yl/IBUl/1X, COU/ElfUll1X C Y/1111. /{!l)l(l/blii 31/111 CO//P080)1{J/ll.l1/l llOXOPOllllllfl 
NOM!llll/11113 'PH.31fi/ECKl1 KPEl!KHX J3H08 HI/ r!l)l(EB0/11 lPllHCnOPTE c IUl1Hl/EBbll'111HClPY/Y/EffT0/1 .•• 
TP!lllb/ X/JPOHH.11Jf rOJlbl/Y/Jf. #3 Tb!Cf/ll/ll 3!JROB R MECT!l llll.311/1'1£1111fl llP/lli/J/B/111/J 1/J!l-8/J/J I/Ell. 

During the years of the cult of personality, ten million innocent 'enemies of the people' were transported 
to Kolyma.* 

Convicts who could not endure deportation marches of hundreds, or even thousands of kilometres, were executed 

by the guards of the Gulag. The weak, sickly, or lame, and convicts who tried to escape or went insane, were 

shot or stabbed to death with bayonets. Each deportation group had its own burial brigade made up of 
physically fit convicts. They travelled on horse-driven carts and were equipped with shovels. The bodies were 

buried naked. Out of a thousand convicts, only seven to eight hundred would finally make it to the prison camp. 

*The Kolyma region in Russia's Far East was home to a vast and notorious camp system, developed between 1932 and 1954. An area rich 
in natural resources, Gulag labour was used for gold mining and lumbering, as well as road building and construction. It is estimated 
ha1f a million prisoners died there in the shocking camp conditions and harsh climate (winter temperatures regularly reach -70° C). 
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DPOJln)f(n KOHBOE/111)/(/IBOro TOBRPn"!lrO/lOBHJ1KRM HR 3TllnE. •• 
Ocoso l/EHl1nHCb /lEB!IUIK/111}J{£HU/J1Hbl113 nPH511/lTJ1KJ1: /IR­
Th/UIK11,/lHTOBKJ1,HE/l'/K/1, nO/lbKl1113CTDHK/1, KOTOPblX HRCJ1-
POBllPH rP!lnnoft.HEKOTDPb/E RBTOPHTETHbl~,BOPh/ 8 31lKOff£0 

HMERH 8 CBO£fiuC05CTBEHHOCTH"2-J TDKHX 33l/Kl1HS0 KOHTPbl:. 

Guards selling 'livestock' to convicts during penal transportation.* 

Women from the Baltic regions - Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, as well as Germany and Poland - had the highest 

value. They were gang-raped by the convicts. Some authoritative 'legitimate' thieves t 'owned' two or three women 
'contra' (counter-revolutionary) prisoners. 

• 'Penal transportation' was the process of deporting criminals to a penal institution. 
t The vory v zakone (thieves in law) are 'legitimate' thieves who belong to a criminal organisation similar in structure to the mafia. In 
the Gulag the authorities generally granted them the status of trustees, giving them complete dominance over those perceived to be 
ideologically unsound: political and religious prisoners. They exerted a great influence, acting like a shadow administration. Following 
their own strict 'thieves' code', they meted out severe punishments to those within their ranks who broke it. They spoke their own argot 
and their bodies were covered by a complex system of tattoos, only understood by the initiated, which were used to display the wearer's 
position within their hierarchy (see: Danzig Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, II, III, 2003-2008). 
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11HllPOl/hl-flPE/lllTERH11 flEPEI/ OTflPllBKO/i B PllfJ 

8 FOi/hi CTllJIHHl13Mll KOM/11!/HllCTllNH 5/Jl.l!H ,QEDOPTHPOBllH/J/ 8 BOCTO'IH/JIE II CEBEPHl>IE PRHOHr 
JlllT/JIU!H. 'IE'IEH/JI. llHF!llUH. 5/lllKllPUhl. KllPll'lllEB/lh/, KllJ!Hh/K/1, rPEK/1, T!IPKH, KPh!MCKHE TllTllPh!, 3i, 
{113-311 F/15Ell/1 OT HE'IEJl08E'IECK/1X Pll5CKHX !IC.ll08HR}. KPO/llE HEMJ/EB H KPl>/MCKHX TllTllP, OHA 

The 'traitor peoples' before they were sent to slavery in Stalin's Socialist Gulag. 

During the Stalin era, Communists deported around two million ethnically non-Russian people to the eastern 
and northern parts of the USSR: Finns, Germans, Poles, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Chechens, Ingush, 

Balkarians, Karachaevs, Kalmyks, Greeks, Turks, Crimea Tartars, Western Ukrainians. After the rehabilitation, 
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'JTBO B CTllRl1HCKHfl COl/l111/IHCTl1l/ECKJ1H f !IJ/8/:.. 

v CTP.llH/JI OKO/lO 2 N/lH. HEP!ICCKoro HllCEJ!EHHR: 'PHHHht HEML/hl, OOJ!RKH. 3CTOHl/6/, JlHTOBl/b/, 
!/1011/!Hh!E !/KPllHHl/hl, OOJlOBHHll KOTOPh/X nocnE PEll5HJlHTlll/HH HE BEPH!:/JlHCh Hll CBOH 3£ MJlH 
'PE/15HJlHTHPOBllHhl, HO HllK/131/HHE OPO,l/OJl)l(/IETCR-K/ICC HE O!ICKllET HX HI/ OPEH<HHE 3EMJ!H ••• 

half of them never returned home, perishing in the harsh and inhumane conditions. With the exception of 

Germans and Crimean Tartars, all have been rehabilitated, but the punishment continues - the Communist 
Party does not allow them to return home.* 

• Baldaev was writing before the fa11 of Communism. 
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KOMMYHHCTbl-5/0POKPnTbl !1511Ui/bl: JIEMOJ<PnT/111,JIECHTKOB MHRRHOHOB RIOJIEH, nPHPO/lbl fl BCErO )f{/180ro ••• 

00rP!l3KI/ 8 CETKllX O'IEPEl/HOro 3T/IDll P/1508 F!IJ!l/r/I HI! 0 K!IPOPTHhtl1° fl/IPOXOJluJ 
KP/If/ r. Hllrlll/llH. BnocnE)/CTBH/1 CETKH H3;.3/I 50./lhiuoro TP/IB/f1/ITH3/f111 .!J/IA 

Text on the left reads: 'Daily Life of the MVD Gulag. Communists are murderous bureaucrats. They eradicated 
democracy, tens of millions of people, nature, and everything alive .. .'; verse on the right reads: 'I remember 
that port in Vanino /And the grim-looking steamboat./ We boarded, walking up the gangway, I Up into cold, 
gruesome prisons.*'. 

The loading of Gulag slaves in fishing nets onto the Yalta 'pleasure boat' in the Vanino port. The boat was bound 

for the seaport in Magadan, the capital of the Kolyma prison camp region. Later, due to the high rate of injury, 

the nets were replaced with metal cages, with a capacity of fifty to sixty people each.t 
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fl flOMHIO TOT BllH/lfHCK/lfH flOPT 
11 814,ll nllPOXOl/ll YrPJOMblff, 
KllK /U/111 Mb! no TP!lfl!:J HR 50PT 
B XDJTOJIHblE MPJ:llfffb/E TPIOMbl ••. 

'IT/l. 11 8 noPTY BllHHHO J//lfi ,l/OCT/IBKH B no.PT CTOOH!//JI KllTOP)l(HOro lfOOh!MCKOro 
";HJIPH METllRDH'IECKHMH K/!ETK/IMH 811ECTHMOCTl>IO Hll 50-fiO 'IEDOBEK. 

*The verse is from a well-known prisoner song, popular in the USSR. Often called 'The Anthem of Kolyma Prisoners', it was written 
around 1946 (exact date and author unknown). 
t 'In that immense, cavernous, murky hold were crammed more than two thousand women. From the floor to the ceiling, as in a gigantic 
poultry farm, they were cooped up in open cages, five of them in each nine-feet-square space. The floor was covered with more women. 

Because of the heat and humidity, most of them were only scantily dressed; some had even stripped down to nothing. The lack of washing 
facilities and the relentless heat had covered their bodies with ugly red spots, boils and blisters. The majority were suffering from some 
form of skin disease or other, apart from stomach ailments and dysentery.' Michael Solomon, 1llagadan, 1971. 
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19J7-53rr. MnccOBOE H3HllCllROBRH!IE }f{EHU/HHnBPnroB HllPOl/R"Hn I 
YronOBHJIKRMH.HnCJ1JlOBRJ1H crnPh/X 11 MOJlOJlbJX.KTO CODPOTHBJlRDCJ. 
.JKHBOT H JlP. l/RCTH .. TEJ//J~~ •. /11/CCOBb/E H3H/ICHDOBllHHR 5b/R/1 HR C!IX~ 
MhlflPOEHB OTCEl/H!llO CTEHK!:I, flPH non!ICTJ1TEDbCTB£ KOHBOR J1 C!l.l/l 

1937-1953. Mass rape of women, 'enemies of the people', by criminal prisoners on the Tobol steamboat during 
the Vanino Port-Nagaevo Bay-Magadan deportation. Both young and old women were raped. Those who tried 

to resist were stabbed to death or strangled. Many were stabbed with knives in the vagina, stomach, and other 
parts of the body. Mass rapes took place on the Minsk, Yalta, and other cargo ships. The convicts entered the 
holds, breaking through the partition walls, with the collusion of the guards and crew.* 
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qpoxo11£;, To5onn nPH ar11n£ (noPr BllHHH0-5!/XTR H11r11EBO-r. ll/11rR,QllH) 
5hl.RJ1311PE31/Hhl,JllJl!IUIEHbl,MHOrHM BTh/KllJ/H HO)f(H BO B//RrRllHU/E, 
1'!1311X11!1HHCK:;flJ1Tll1'H /lf!fll/POXOJlllX.YroJJOBHHK/1nPOHHKll/1118 TPI0-
~011 KOMRHl//JI. .. 

* 'Through the sharp torn edges of the wall, half-naked male criminals poured in, their tattooed bodies glistening with sweat. With 
frightening squeals and howls of the sort that medieval hordes must have emitted when attacking a particularly dangerous enemy, the 
men grabbed the nearest women and dragged them onto the bunks. The overcrowded hold was again filled with the women's plaintive 
screams and entreaties, which blended with the men's ululations and whoops ... And we witnessed the opening scenes of endless gang 
rapes, known among the convicts as the "Kolyma Tram" ... Women who resisted were killed on the spot. Many of the convicts were armed 
with knives, razors, and spikes and here and there fights nared up among them. From time to time, to the accompaniment of foul obscenities 
and cheers, they tossed down corpses from the upper bunks - the women they had tortured to death.' Elena Glinka, The Big Kolyma 
Tram, Russian Life, 1988. 
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The Gulag System 
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1. 31/llHHE n1111HHHCTPn111111 
2.!/'1.KRl/CC/JI 88 H CTOROBllJI 
3. 0T/IE/IEHl1E ,l/RR HHBllRH/108 
l/.UITPll'l'HOll 1130RRTOP 
s.MOPr 
6.50RbHl11/R 11 l<!IXHR 
7.llnTEKR, no'ITR, l/EH3!1PR 
8./TRPEK 
9.flPOE31/-flPOXOl/ 8 30H!I, '11/CTb 

10.Kflfl, UIRI03, l/EHTP. BOPOTll 
11. CK/Ill/I fCM 
12.9/IEl<TPOflOl/CTRHl/HR 
13.3/lllHl1E l/JIR CREl/HllRHCTOB 
11/.flPOMh/UJREHHllR 30Hll 
15. fllllll/ I/RR 33K08 
16.YSOPHllR 
17. 51/PnK //RR Pll50THHKOB OJlfl-HTJl 
18. 0'1'111/EPCKHH 5/lPllK 
19. K/131/PMR llRR con11nr 88118/I 
20.f/IPllH< OXPllHbl MB/I 
21.flHTOl"/HHK CR!IJHE5Hb/X C05/IK 
22.)/(HRllR 30Hll /IRH 33KOB 
23.BH!ITPEHH11E Knn 
21/. 5115/IHOTEK/l 
25.CEKl/HH 015/Q.flOPf/JlKI/ 
26.CTOPOJHEBllR Bh/UJKll 88 MBI/ 
27.flEl/HHK 
28. 0800/HOf! CK/111/J 
29.flPO/l!IKTOBh/H CKRR/I 
30. CT0/1081/H I/RR 33KOB 
Jt.KRY5 
32.CflOPTnROU/lll/Kll 
33.flOPTHOBCK/lR }/ cnnOJHHllR 
Jl/.80/IOKR'IKR 
35.KOTERbHllH 11 flPlll/El/Hl/R 
36.KY3HHL/R 11 CRECllPHllR 
37. {/lP/l)f( 
38.CTORRPHllR 
39. BEil/EBO/it CKRR/l 
1/0.DRHH 
41. TEnn1111n 
1/2.flO)f(l/PHllR '11/CTb 
1/3.KOHIOU/Hfl 11 X03/IBOP 
1/1/.CBHHllPHHK 
1/5. CTPERb511/l/E 
l/~KRll/l511U/E/IDR33KOB 
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OT.UEJlbHblH nAf EPHblH nYHKT conn 
0 n n - ,,rEHHll/lhHO,E ''l1305PETEHl1~ 

. . l 

Jf OJOPHl/fl 
TPOflll /· 



·ynAf A HKB.U-MB.ll llllSI COllEP>KAHHfl 1,5-2TblC5JYJ1 33KOB// 
(0MM!IHl1CTOB no !l/r!EPU/BJJEH/1!0 Pl15CKl1M TPY,l/O/tf,KJ!llCCOBh/XBPllrOB 

'• .t>.~ 
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A Separate Camp Point (OLP)* of the Gulag of the NKVD-MVD for 1,500-2,000 prisoners. 
The OLP was an 'ingenious' invention of the Communists for killing 'class enemies' through slave labour. 

Top left arrow: Entrance to the camp 

Bottom left corner arrow: Watch path 

l. Administration building 

2. Classes for internal troops and canteen 

3. Building for the disabled 

4. Isolation cells 

5. Morgue 

6. Hospital and kitchen 

7. Drugstore, post, and censorship quarters 

8. Vendor stand 

9. Entranceway to the camp 

10. Checkpoint, central gates 

11. Fuel warehouse 
12. Power plant 
13. Specialists building 

14. Industrial zone 

15. Drill ground 

16. Toilet 
17. Barracks for OLP-ITLt employees 

18. Officers' barracks 
19. Internal troops quarters 

20. MVD guards' garage 

21. Kennels for guard dogs 

22. Prisoners' barracks 
23. Internal checkpoints 
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24. Library 
25. Internal order section 
26. Watchtower 
27. Icebox 
28. Vegetable warehouse 
29. Foodstuffs warehouse 
30. Canteen for prisoners 
31. Club 
32. Sports grounds 
33. Tailor and shoemaker 
34. Water pumping station 
35. Boilerhouse and laundry 
36. Smithery and metal workshop 
37. Garage 
38. Wood workshop 
39. Clothing warehouse 
40.Sauna 
41. Greenhouse 
42. Fire station 
43. Stables and service facilities 
44. Pigpen 
45. Shooting grounds 
46. Prisoners' graveyard 

• OLP (Otdelney Lagpunkt) - Separate Labour Camp. 
t !TL (Ispravitelno-Trudovoy Lager) - Corrective Labour Camp. 
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CXEMA 
PllCflOROJHEHHH PETltOH08(30H)f!/Jl/l(g C031/llHHOT010HIOHH 
'193'/r. no !IK/13/IHHIO RDRHT6/0PO QK BKOfl) H 8 P£3!1R/JTRTE 
O!ITEH TEPPDPIUEHOQHl/11 H llRllPT.Elfl/11 6/JIRH !llfEPlf/8JIEHllJ 
MHRAHOH/JI rPll)/(/JllH BO HNR C8ETRDrD 6!11/!llf/ET/1-Kf/MMllHIBMA 

0C06EHHOCTH r!IJJllr11 HKB/1-NB/I: 
f. fnABHAJI OCD6EHHDCTI> 8 TON. VTD HAl/llA6HHK RORHTDT,l/E/IA 
/'YJ/llfl/ HtnDCPE/ICTBfHHD RDl/'IHHEH OPffJT/IE/l!I QKBKR(4)·KHCC 
H'l'OPHAR/JHD HR'IA.11/JHJIK!I f!l.ll/lfA.1/KBKR(IJ-K//CC/IB/IRETCJl HE· 
ROCPE/ICT8£HH6/H H11£1iH61H 81/0XHDBHTERfH 8C£ii CHCTfHIJ/ 
KOHl//ll1T£P£Ji JI P/16CKOrO TP!ll/l1;;K!IAllK08•11,.aPArD8 H/IP0/111." 
2.HKBl/·HB,I/ Jl8//Jl£TCR DOCR!llUHl>IH DP!ll/HEH QK 8KO(&J-KOCC. 

Per110Hbl f!IRllfR: 
I-,,Css11.nn11r• 

Il-,,311nn11r" 
fil-./O)f(3110Rllr" 

fi..-,,!IPll/1/TllT 11 

X-,,CEBCHMRr" 

if -,,CH6Jlllr0 

Vll-;,IQ)f(Rllr" 

v111;J/RnbCTPOlt11 

IX -;,flPHMOPR/IT11 

Killinq is no murder! 

8CR CJICTEHJI f!IR/1111 HMERll I/BE l/ERH: 
1.KllPATEllMOllDORJITHKOH RPH8ECTH K !IHHVTOIKEHH/O 611116/llEJi 'lllCTH 931<08. 
2.0/06111/rlHCPE/ICTBAHH 8/JIRDRHHTI> TP!l/IRllAH6/ RPl/8JITEAl>CT8A. 

PLAN 
Map of the regions (zones) of the Gulag, created on 1oth June, 1934 by a decree of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks. Millions of people died through 
purges, genocide and apartheid, in the name of the bright future. 
The Italian text reads: 'The end justifies the means!'. 

Distinctive features of the Gulag of NKVD-MVD: 

1. The main distinctive feature was that the Head of the Political Department of the Gulag answered directly 

to the Organisation Department of the ThK* VKP(b) of the Communist Party. Nominally, he answered to the 

Chief Warden of the Gulag. The TsKVKP(b) was the sole ideologist of the entire system of prison camps and 
slave labour of the kulaks and the 'enemies of the people'. 

2. The NKVD-MVD was the obedient weapon of the TsK VKP (b). 

Gulag Regions: 

i Sevzaplag (Northwest) 
ii Zaplag (West) 
iii Yuzhzaplag (Southwest) 
iv Urallag (Urals) 
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II fine g-h1stifica I mezzi ! 

,,l/rHE!ICTRHHDH 3A60Tbl KOHH!IHHCTOB H f!IJ!ArR CTPRHA DPEBPATllllACb B 3KOHOHH'IECKH 
TRJKE/10 60RbHOE,6E3Jl!IXOBHOE HRf PECOHBHOEfOC!l/IAPCT80.' 8.HEKPRCOB 

v Sevsiblag (Northern Siberia) 

vi Siblag (Siberia) 

vii Yuzhlag (South) 

viii Dalstroy (Far East) 
ix Primorlag (Primorie) 

The Gulag system pursued two goals: 
1. To exterminate the majority of convicts through punitive policies. 

2. To meet the labour quotas set by the government by any means necessary. 

'The tireless efforts of the Communists and the Gulag turned the country into an economically ill, dispirited, 

and aggressive state.' Victor Nekrasov. t 

• TsK (Tsentralny Kommitet) -the Central Committee (of the Communist Party). 
t Victor Nekrasov (1911-1987), Russian writer, journalist and editor. An outspoken critic of Stalinism, he was expelled from the 
Communist Party in 1973 and emigrated to France in 1974. 

67 



The alphabetical list (far from complete) of the cities and settlements, near which were located ITL 
(Corrective Labour Camps), OLP (Separate Camp Points), sharashkas (secret R&D laboratories in the Gulag 
system), komandirovkas,* construction sites, service centres, columns, roads, OKB (Special Design 
Offices), ITK (Corrective Labour Camps I Colonies), and special settlements of the Gulag. 

I. Abakan *(vi) 
2. Abez-Inta *(i) 
3.Aim (viii) 
4. Akmolinsk *(vi) 
S. Aktyubinsk *(vi) 
6. Aleksandrovskoye (vi) 
7. Aldan *(vi) 
8. Allaykha (viii) 
9. Alma-Ata (vii) 
10. Andizhan *(v) 
11. Arkhangelsk *(i) 
12. Askold Isle (viii) 
13. Astrakhan *(iii) 
14. Asha (iv) 
IS. Ayan *(viii) 
16. Baku *(iii) 
17. Balychigan *(viii) 
18. Belomorsk *(i) 
19. Belushye (i) 
20. Berezovo (v) 
21. Birobidzhan (ix) 
22. Bodaybo •(vi) 
23. Borovichi (ii) 
24. Byreya •(ix) 
2S. Byugyuke (v) 
26. Vanz (i) 
27. Vaygach Isle (i) 
28. Velsk (i) 
29. Vereshchagino (v) 
30. Verkhoyansk *(viii) 
31. Verkhne-Imbatskoye (v) 
32. Verkhne-Uralsk (iv) 
33. Verkhny Ufaley *(iv) 
34. Veslyana (v) 
3S. Vilyuisk •(vi) 
36. Vitim *(vi) 
37. Vologda *(ii) 
38. Volkhov (ii) 
39. Vorkuta *(i) 
40. Vytegra *(i) 
41. Gorali (v) 
42. Gorky *(ii) 
43. Dzhezkazgan *(vii) 
44. Dnepropetrovsk *(iii) 
4S. Elabuga (ii) 
46. Erofey Pavlovich *(vi) 
47. Zhigansk (v) 
48. Zayarsk (vi) 
49. Franz Joseph Land *(i) 
50. Zyryanka (viii) 
SI. Ivanovo (ii) 
S2. Ivdel *(iv) 
S3. Izhevsk *(ii) 
S4. Izvestkovy (viii) 
SS. Iman (viii) 
S6. Irgiz (vii) 

68 

S7. Irkutsk *(vi) 
S8. Ishimbay *(iv) 
S9. Kagan (vii) 
60. Kazalinsk (vii) 
61. Kazan "(ii) 
62. Kamchatka •(viii) 
63. Kandalaksha *(i) 
64. Karabash (iv) 
6S. Karaganda *(vi) 
66. Karakas (vii) 
67. Karau) (v) 
68. Kargopol • (i) 
69. Kashin (ii) 
70. Kemerovo *(vi) 
71. Kzyl-Orda (vii) 
72. Kizel *(ii) 
73. Kirov (Vyatka) *(ii) 
74. Knyazh-Pogost (i) 
7S. Kozhva (i) 
76. Kokchetav *(vi) 
77. Kolbashevo (vi) 
78. Kolyma *(viii) 
79. Commander Islands *(viii) 
80. Komsomolsk *(ix) 
81. Kondopoga *(i) 
82. Kopeisk *(iv) 
83. Kostroma *(ii) 
84. Kotlas *(i) 
8S. Krasnovodsk (iv) 
86. Krasnoturinsk (iv) 
87. Krasnogorsk •(vi) 
88. Kuznetsk *(vi) 
89. Kuibyshev *(ii) 
90. Kuloy (i) 
91. Kungur *(iv) 
92. Kurgan-'I}'ube *(vii) 
93. Kuril Islands *(viii) 
94. Kurya (i) 
9S. Kustanay •(vi) 
96. Kyzyl (vi) 
97. Kyusyur (v) 
98. Leningrad •(ii) 
99. Leninogorsk (vi) 
JOO. Magdagachi (viii) 
IOI. Magnitogorsk *(iv) 
102. Mariinsk *(vi) 
103. Mayor-Krest (viii) 
104. Makhachkala (iii) 
JOS. Medvezhiegorsk (i) 
106. Mezen (i) 
107. Miass *(iv) 
I 08. Mirnoye (v) 
109. Molotov (Perm) *(ii) 
110. Molotovsk (i) 
111. Monchegorsk (i) 
112. Morshansk (ii) 

113. Moscow *(ii) 
114. Nalchik (iii) 
I IS. Narian-Mar *(i) 
116. Nikolayevsk (vi) 
117. Nikopol (iii) 
118. Nizhniye Kresty *(viii) 
119. Nizhne-Tambovsk (viii) 
120. NizhnyTagil *(iv) 
121. Novaya Zemlya *(i) 
122. Nizhneye Shadrino (vi) 
123. Novosibirsk •(vi) 
124. Nordvik (v) 
12S. Norilsk *(v) 
126. Ozhogino (viii) 
127. Olyokminsk *(vi) 
128. Omsk *(vi) 
129. Orsk *(iv) 
130. Ostashkov (ii) 
131. Pakhta-Aral (vii) 
132. Penza (ii) 
133. Petrozavodsk *(i) 
134. Petropavlovsk (vi) 
13S. Pechora *(i) 
136. Plesetsk (i) 
137. Podkamennaya Tunguska *(v) 
138. Pokur (v) 
139. Pokcha (i) 
140. Prokopyevsk (vi) 
141. Ramenskoye (ii) 
142. Revda (iv) 
143. Rezh (iv) 
144. Rugoozero ( i) 
l 4S. Savinobor (i) 
146. Salekhard *(v) 
147. Salyany (iii) 
148. Sama (iv) 
149. Saransk-Potma *(ii) 
ISO. Sakhalin *(ix) 
ISi. Sverdlovsk *(iv) 
IS2. Svirstroy (ii) 
IS3. Segezha (i) 
IS4. Seychman *(viii) 
ISS. Semipalatinsk *(vi) 
I S6. Solikamsk •(iv) 
IS7. Solovets Islands *(i) 
I S8. Sortavala (i) 
IS9. Srednekolymsk *(viii) 
160. Sretinsk (vi) 
161. Stalingrad *(iii) 
162. Stalino (Donetsk) *(iii) 
163. Stalinogorsk (ii) 
164. Stalinsk (vi) 
16S. Stanchik (viii) 
166. Starodub (ii) 
167. Stolbovoye (viii) 
168. Suojiirvi *(i) 

169. Sukhumi (iii) 
170. Suchan *(ix) 
171. Syzran *(ii) 
172. Syktyvkar *(i) 
173. Tavda •(iv) 
174. Tayshet-Bratsk *(vi) 
l 7S. Tashkent *(vii) 
176. Tbilisi (iii) 
177. Tekyulyak (viii) 
178. Tetyushi (ii) 
179. Tiksi (v) 
180. Tikhvin (ii) 
181. Tobolsk *(vi) 
182. Totma *(i) 
183. Tomsk *(vi) 
184. Tula (ii) 
18S. Tura (v) 
186. Turinsk *(iv) 
187. Turkestan *(vii) 
188. Turukhansk • (v) 
189. 'I}'umen *(vi) 
190. Uglich (ii) 
191. Ulyanovsk (ii) 
192. Ulan-Ude *(vi) 
193. Uman (iii) 
194. Uralsk (iv) 
195. Ust-Vorkuta *(i) 
196. Ust-Vym *(i) 
197. Ust-Kamenogorsk *(vi) 
198. Ust-Kamchatsky *(viii) 
199. Ust-Kulom *(i) 
200. Ust-Mil *(iii) 
201. Ust-Port (v) 
202. Ust-Srednikan (viii) 
203. Ust-Usa *(viii) 
204. Ust-Ukhta *(i) 
20S. Ust-Shugor (i) 
206. Ufa *(iv) 
207. Fergana (vii) 
208. Frunze (vii) 
209. Khabarovsk *(ix) 
210. Kholmogory (i) 
211. Khonu (viii) 
212. Chardzhou (vii) 
213. Chelkar (vii) 
214. Chelyabinsk *(iv) 
215. Chita *(vi) 
216. Chkalov (Orenburg) (iv) 
217. Chusovoy *(iv) 
218. Shadrinsk *(iv) 
219. Shcherbakov (ii) 
220. Ekibastuz-Ugol (vii) 
221. Yakutsk *(v) 
222. Yaroslavl (ii) 
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OETPOR/16RDBCK VI 114 T11n11 

11 8HJ1/DHCK • VI I~ KPRCHDBO/ICK IVtlS OE'IDPR. I fllf T!IPll v llE/IEHblRDK/ITErOPHRl'f 

". BHTHM • VI 86 KPllCHDT!IPHHCK /Vtl' ORECEQK I .. T!IPHHCK. PE)f(Hf1R·M/ITEPH/1Rb· 
IV Hb/MHRCHXOROfH'fEC· 

JI Bonor11n• II 81 KPllCHORPCK • VI m Ro11K1111.T11Hr11cK11 • v,., T!IPKECT/IH. vn l<HH !ICROBHRM. 
18 Bonxos II SB K!13HEl/K. VI 111 OOK!IP v"' T!IP!IXRHCK. v PEHfHMiJb!TPllBRHBRR ,, fiOPK!ITll• I 89 K!IH6b/UIE B • II tlf OOKl/R I tit TIOMEHb • VI H31/E/IOBEKllErOHH/JH· .. BbtTEfPR• I., K!IROH I'" OPOKORbEBCK VI fill YrnH'I 

II BH/l!IRAbHOCTbHRPE· 
" {OP/IRH v 91 K!/Hf!IP• IV "' PllMEHCKOE lllT't YnbRHOBCH 11 BPllU/11118P06DT/I C 
fl fOPbKHH e II ., KYPTRH-TI06E e WI f4l PEBl/R IV 1ft YnnH-!1113 • ., 11/IKCHMR/lbHOit RPO-
u /IJKE3K/13TRH• v• .. K!IPHR6CKHEOCTPOBA• v.o ,,, PEH< IV"' YMllHb '" H3BD/IHTEnbHOCTblO 
" l/HERPORETPOBCK • IH Of K!IPbR I HI P!lf003EPO I fH !/PRDbCK :• TP!l/1/1. 
fr Ennsyrn II f< K!ICTRHllR• VI t.ff Cll8HH060P 

I "' 
!ICTlrfiDPl<!ITll• 

.. EPM'EllDllBDOBH'f• VI H K1>13b1J1 VI «< C!IREXllPI/ • v ,,, !ICTb· Sb/Mb • I 
., J/(Hr/IHCX v ., KIOCIOP v"' C11nbRHbt Ill 191 !lcr1>-KAJ11EHDrDPCK• v1 
., 3/IRPCK VJ 94 JlEHHHrPll/I • II Ill Cl/NII ""' !ICfl>·Kll/ll'l/ITCKHH• vm 
n 3ENllfl'Pl'llHQJI Hoc"ll • I., J!EHHHDrOPCK VI HI CllP/IHCK·HOT6HR. II f'l'I !lcr11-K11no!'I• 1 
so 3btPRHKA VIN.,. H11r1111rn'IH WJ.1$> CAXRRHH • IX fH !ICTb-NHnb I'/! 

Note: 

• - denotes a group of ITL, ITK or other penal institutions of the Gulag (two to five or more). 
iv- a region (zone) of the Gulag [see map on previous pages]. 

The daily ration of a convict in the Gulag had a nutritional value of 1,300-3,000 calories. 

Convicts in the Gulag were divided by the regime into categories - material and psychological conditions. The 

regime etched away all traces of individuality and turned people into robots with the highest labour productivity. 

* komandirovka- 'business trip, assignment', a place outside a prison camp where convicts worked (construction site, lumber mill, etc.). 
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DORhUIEBHKH nEPBb/MH B MHPE C03l/llnH CHCTEM!I Pll5CKHX 
TP!JJIOBh!X llPMHR {!Jflnrn. l/Ero. KRK H38£CTHO, HE 5b!DO 
flPH f./llPH3ME.8 conOBEL/KOM nnr£PE Hlll/ll.nJ1Cb 3KCnE­
PHMEHTbl nO,,PllCl/EnOBEL/HBRffHJ011 .JllO,QEft C.11Mb/MJ1 )f(£­
CTOKHMH METOllRMH B,, n11rEPH!:l10 nbtl1b'~ .. 

The Bolsheviks were the first in the world to create slave-labour armies in the Gulag system, which had not 
existed in czarist Russia. The Solovki* prison camp was where the experiments in the 'dehumanization' of people 
began, and where the most brutal methods were used to crush people into 'prison camp dust' ... t 

• See page 15. 
t As well as coping with the harsh realities inside the camps, there was also a considerable shortage of tools in the working zones. It was 
common for (usually frozen).earth to be dug using bare hands. Workers were forced to improvise their own implements from whatever 
was at hand, basic picks and hammers were fashioned from stone, metal and wood. Shaped by a combination of work and frostbite, hands 
quickly became impossible to use with any dexterity, or even to open out flat. 
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(!JflnroacKllH U/!IT/:(ll Hnl/ BHOBb flPH5b/BUJJ1M 
3TllflOM 3nKnJOl/EHHb/X;flOl/l/llTb flllP/l 11 

l/Rfl !:ICilOKOEHli/JI flPJ15hl8UJJ1X 11803/tf!IU/lllOU/HXCR ,l/onrHM OJHJ1,QllH/1E/YI B 
"OTCTOflHl11<£11flEPE/I flPl1EMOM 3Tllflll 8 HT/l 33K08 flP/1 MOP03£ J0-40° 
Ofi//HB/l.llit l' Bb/IJ/K/1801/0li HJ/10)1(/IPHoro U/ll/IHr// H /ID !ICNOTPEf/HIO 
( PPOHJBO.lliJ) H/1'111./lbCTB// 'IE PE 3 2-f l/llCll OfillE/IEllEBIJ/HX BE/111 B .JDll!I ••. 

A Gulag prank called 'adding steam' being played on newly arrived prisoners. 

To pacify the newly arrived prisoners, who expressed their indignation with the long stay in the 'settling tank' 
before they were let into the camp, they were hosed with water from the watchtower when it was 30° to 40° C 

below freezing. Two or three hours later - their clothes frozen to their bodies - they might be allowed inside 
the zone,* depending on the whim of the prison authorities. 

•A 'zone' was the prisoners' word for any prison, camp or restricted area where they were made to work (lumbering or mining for example). 
They referred to the Soviet Union as the 'big zone', believing the Communist Party's power structure to be identical to that of the 'legitimate 
thieves' who ruled the 'little zone' -the Gulag (see page 202). 
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)/(EHU/l!Hbl-,.BP/lrJI HllPOl/!IH RPOXO//Jf/111 OCMOTP REPEi/ OTfiOPO'IHOH KO/WfCCl!Elt no PnCDPE/IEJlEHHIO 
HR Pll50Tbl rOJlb/Mlf. llOHP/l8J1Bll/HXCR )l(EHU/11H HnnPRB./!J!JlJ'/ B X0.3060/l!Jr!f nnrEPJl, r11E OHH 
CTllHOBHJlHCb llHlfiOBHHl/llMH, OPH OTK/13£ HllUPllB//Jl/!Jf HI/ /IECOOOB/1/111 /IP. 7.R)l(E/lb!E 'Pl1311'1ECHl1E 
PR50Tbl 11/lH CfliR/IJlJ'/ 81111130 311,.llPOBHHHOCTb "H MOPH/111ro/IOJIOM11 r.n. 

Prison authorities selects lave mistresses from newly arrived Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland.* 
Sign on the wall reads: 'Selection Board'. The newspapers on the desk are: lzvestiya and Pravda. 

Women 'enemies of the people' appeared before the job assignment selection board naked. Those who caught 
the eye of the board members were sent to in-house jobs in prison camps and became the board members' 
concubines. If the women refused, they were assigned to lumbering or other hard labour, or locked up in isolation 

cells (for 'violations'), starved, etc. 

*During the Great Purge (1936-1938), NKVD Order Number 00486 of 15th August 1937, allowed the wives and children of 'enemies 
of the people' (Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland) to be imprisoned in labour camps. Those under fifteen years old were 
placed in special orphanages for children of 'enemies of the people'. 
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05h!CK-"IUMOH" flPH6h/Bl11ErO 3Tllflll 31/KJllO'IEHHb!X •.• 
8 Kll)f{)IOM HTR B TE'IEHHE CYTOK flPOH.3801/Hl!HCb 05b!CKl1-
HCKRDH 31/flPEU{EHHOE, Cl/HfllDH 33KOB, Bb!RBPRR <JJnK­
Tbl fl05Ern, CMEPTH, Y5J1HCTB ••• 

Sign on the left reads: 'Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner'; sign on the right reads: 'The Gulag of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR is the Educator of Pris[oners]'. 

The shmon* of the newly arrived ... 

Throughout the day, each prison camp organised searches. The guards looked for illegal items, counted the 
prisoners, and established the facts of escape attempts, deaths and murders. 

• shmon - 'search' in criminal argot. 
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Life 
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HECMOTPR HD 111/CKJIE !ICROBHJI 8 [!JJIU{E,)l{Jf3Hb BCE JKE 5PllJJR CBOE ••• JIJ0-
1/JI 8R/05RRJ/HCh, fll1CDJ/H OHChMI/, RPH§HllBllJ/J1Cb B Jl/05811 ••• RDCJJE OCB0-
50JH)JEHJ1R )l{fHHJJHCb,PRCTHJ/Jf l/ETEH ••• 

Sign on the building reads: 'Glory to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union!'. 

Despite the inferno that the Gulag was, life went on. People fell in love, wrote notes to each other, confessed 
their feelings. After they were released,• they got married and brought up children. 

• Even after being granted their freedom, for various reasons inmates often found it difficult to leave the Gulag. For some the long journey 
home from their remote exiles was simply too daunting; for others too much time had elapsed, and they felt they couldn't rebuild their 
'past' lives outside the system; still others found themselves in positions of power that they could never have achieved outside camp 
circumstances-they might become 'free workers' or even guards; some were released but forbidden to leave. 
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Hoen£ !IKll.311 HBC CCCP OT 06.0l194lr. 8 HT/I r!lll/lrn H.3 OC!IJH//EHHb/X 05P/1308RDHCb TPH HP!IRHh/X 
.NllCTH"( RPHH/l,l/llEJHHOCT6K OOPEl/EllEHHON!I RPECT!IRHO/"l!I ltOHTlfHrEHT!I ):.BOPl>(.C!INH' H 
,M!IHfHNH.1/lOCDE RAl"IHHHCTPRl/HH HT/I f!IJlllfR,,R-H B///ICT/J/0"61>1/IH ,,BOPbl"H.CflHH,1!1 KOTOP6/X 
,l"l!IHrHHH' 6/Jl/IH B HPHTECHEHHOM flOROJHEHHH,8 TO/YI 'IHCRE H.BP/lfH HRPOl/R: llBTOPHTETHl>/E 
!lfO/IOBHHNH HE Pn50TllRH, HNEH,, 80POBCKHX M!IJHHK08'!..33H08,KOTOPl>IE OT/111811//H H/Yl'IRCTI> 
RPOl/EHT08 8h/P/16DTHH H 3RPR60TKll 311 TO, 'ITO OHH 05EPErll./1HKX.OT HPHTECHEHHH CO 
CTOPOHhl /IP. !lfOR08HHK08. ll/INHHHCTPlll/HR Ill/I f!Jl!llrn !l/1161/U/IEHHO CTRBHDll HRl/ 5PHflll/Rl'IH 
,,/1!/H<HK08'5PHf R,QHP/11'1H,5!1f P08 !:. !lfDDOBHHNOB //DR OC!IU/ECT8REHHJ1 38£ PC KOH 3NCRD!/RTlll/HH •.. 

A bugor* gives orders to his muzhiks. t 

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 1947, three large 'suits' (groups) of criminals 

were formed: thieves, 'bitches', and muzhiks. The second echelon of power of the Gulag, underneath the 

administration, were the thieves and 'bitches',+who oppressed the muzhiks. The 'enemies of the people' shared 
the fate of the muzhiks. Authoritative criminals did not work. Muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota 

in their favour, in exchange for protection from other criminals. The administration of the Gulag intentionally 
appointed bugors as foremen of muzhik crews to facilitate the brutal exploitation of the latter. 

"'bugor- a 'brigadier'. A prisoner (usually a criminal 'authority'), who was placed in charge of a brigade of workers by the administration. 
They were responsible for their brigade's work quota and were exempt from physical labour. 
t muzhik - a 'peasant', a low ranking thief. 
t bitches - criminals who had sided with the authorities, taking trusted positions in the camp to escape its rigours (see page 82). 
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HRPH,l/!IPHH"-ttncrh nP11BH//Er11PoB11HHhJX 33HOB ••• 

B f!l/lllfE,,nPH/l!IPKllHH" HllShlBllDHC1> 3:JKH, a1>10011HRB1UHE BHYTPH.r03Rlicr­
BEHHhlE P/1601/JI B Hl/l: 0081/Pll, K!IXOHHDIE PA50'1HE. KllllJIOBU/HHll, 31/EKTPHKll, 
/'/OTOPHCTb!,K!l608blE,51/HIQHKH, !J60PU/HKH 001'/EU/EHHR Hl,ll.,,/IPH/l!IPKH·ocB0-
50)1(//llRHCh OT 05/UHX P/1601 NII IURXTllX,llECOJArOTOBH/IX H lQ. 0HH Ol/EH/JllD­
PO)l(/10H MECTOM, T.K.310 fl0380JIJIJ/O HM Bhl)l(/1Tl>B ll,QCK/1X !ICD0811RX ... 

'Fools' - some of the privileged prisoners. 

Pridurki • - 'Fools' in the Gulag were prisoners who were employed in jobs within the prison camp: cooks, kitchen 
workers, warehouse workers, electricians, car mechanics, boiler servicemen, sauna workers, janitors, etc. 
'Fools' were free from general labour in mines, lumbering, etc. They cherished their jobs, as they allowed them 

to survive in otherwise unbearable conditions. 

• This name is derived from their' fooling about' -working cushy jobs, rather than doing hard labour. Most were criminals, as they were 
deemed to be 'socially acceptable', unlike the 'politicals' (after 1930 camp authorities were forbidden to give any administrative work 
to political prisoners). 
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B fYJJ/l{E 33HH;,BP/lrlf HllPOl/D;'JIE Bhl/IEP)f(//8 H3UBEPCTBD 
II CAl/lf3N,!l/1/JIUIREHHO fiPOCl/RJICb B 3DRPETHUJ030H!/. •• 

DPlfrll/lllPll/lflf ;5!1rPlll'/ll' Hiii/ J3Klll'llf;:,JJMrtrl'IH HRPQ//11'8 f!//1111£ 'l#CTO H/IJH/11/llPH !lfOROBHHKOB·!IPOK, HI/El'! OHH 50R6J/IE JBEPCTBOBllRH, 
TEH GOllhUIE 310 !ICTPllHB/1110 11/IHHHHCTPlll/HIO llllrEPJl •• !IPHH'RO CBDEl'l!I Clll'fDl!IPCTB!I POllHEHU/£1'1!1 PPOH.180R!IJllCT/18Rfllllf 33H08,RO/I 
!lrP030il HJGHEHHJI H Cl'fEPTH:.f/IPHlfP X/18/ITl)-ECTb 'IEllDBE'IECHHE HCRPllHfHEHHR,RH16 l'fOl/!I, COC/116 ROllOBOH'll/EH,l/E/108/llb H.RH.11116 
.O'IHO'llH/111/JHOE 018EPC1HE,ll 11/H)/(E 31/CTllBRJlllH P/15011116 5£3 01//blXll(llb!XDl/Hb/X)ROf2·f6'1/IC08, OT5HPll.Rlf llOC6111HH C/lPO/l!IHTlll1H, 
RlllK, XOPOU/!llO 0/IEHf/l!I, 05!18b, RPEl/METM.- H11Hf/IR05bl 33H08 Hll'lllll/JC180 f!//l/lf/I HE 05PllU/ll.RO HHHllHOrD 8HHl'lllHHR, If 8CE 310 
RPOHCXD/111110 C HX COrRllCllJI. Hfll.R05U/llHll H/IHllJIJIBlll!llC/J. 

Having had enough torture and sadistic treatment in the Gulag, the 'enemies of the people' intentionally 
entered the forbidden zone.* 
Text on the wall reads: 'The Gulag is the best correctional institution for criminals in the world.' Minister of 
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria'. 

In the Gulag, bugors, the foremen of the prisoner brigades made up of 'enemies of the people', were often urkas 
- authoritative criminals. The crueller they were, the more it satisfied the prison administration. Urkas 
exercised their power by making prisoners, under penalty of severe beating or death, 'gobble the garnish', i.e. 

eat human excrement, drink urine, perform oral sex, kiss and lick the 'cornhole', i.e. the anus. Urkas also forced 

them to work without days off for twelve to sixteen hours, took away parcels with food, daily rations, clothing, 

footwear and personal possessions. The Gulag authorities ignored the prisoners' complaints. Everything 

happened with their consent. Those who complained were punished. 

• 'First they disentangled Romashev from the wire ... When nothing more held the body, Shved and the warder held the body still for a 
moment, head down, and then let it drop, and we heard Romashev hit the ground with a sickening thud. A low hiss, half sigh and half 
exclamation travelled through the compound. And then at once a dreadful din broke out - shouts, protests, hysterics almost. I myself 
saw several cons - old Kolyma and Vorkuta hands - break down in tears. Torture and starvation had never managed to squeeze tears out 
of men like this, but now they wept with mortification and impotent rage.' Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969. 
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Bh!BOl/ 31130HY 11TJI flOI/ KOHBOEM nPTHCTOB-33KOB,B [OM l./HC//E H 
3nCRY)J(EHHb/X,l/Dfl Jlfll./11 KOH/IEPTl1 B MECTHOM Tl1£}f{HOM flOCEJJ­
KOBOM KRYEE.80 BPEMfl KOH/IEPTfl OXPl1HR C OPY)f(/1£M 11 CJIY)f(£5-
HOH COfiRKOfl PRCflOJlnrl1JJJ1Cb HR CL/EH£ 311KYJlli/CRM/111B311/lf ••• 

Guards take convicted musicians, including Zasluzhenny Artists• outside the prison camp to give a concert in 
a taiga village. Guards with guns and watchdogs were present during the concert - on the stage, behind the 
stage and in the audience. 

"'Zasluzhenny Artist (also translated as Meritorious, Merited, Distinguished, or Honorary Artist) - was an honorary title in the Soviet 
Union which was awarded for exceptional achievements in the performing arts. 
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flDET KPEOOCTHRH RKTPHCR HTR f!JRUf/1:-PoccnR oonh­
HllR, CTPllHR flPEKP/lCHllH, COBETCKHfJ KPllif /tfOR 3EMDR ••. 

- 0TK!:l/lll 3711 flEBH'IKll? XOPOJJJO CTEPSll flOET. •• 
-J13 llEHHHrPlll/CKOro TEllTPll,flO 58'1111! Hx K HBRHOB!I TPOl1X311CJ1!1)1(EHHb/X flPHrHRJ1H, 
flP/lllUJlOCb 311 HEE flRTb 33l/EK 01,l/llTb: TPl1 flOPTHHX/11, s11xr11nTEP/UY H flOBllPHX!I, 
KOTOPllR Hll SODE B PECTOPllHE Pll60TllJ1R, HO TEflEPb !I HllC ECTb CBOR RPT/llCTKll ••• 

A slave singer of the Gulag prison camp sings: Russia is the land of freedom/ Beautiful land/ My land, the 
Soviet land. 

'Where's she from? The bitch knows how to sing!' 

'She's from a theatre in Leningrad, doing time under Article 58.* Ivanov got three of them, all "Honoured Artists." 
I had to give him five cons for her: three seamstresses, one accountant, and a cook- she worked in a restaurant 

out of prison. And now we have our very own singer.' 

•Article 58 of the Penal Code of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic of 25th February 1927, dealt with anti-Soviet activities, 
counter-revolutionary activities, treason, espionage, undermining of state industry and transport (sabotage), terrorism, non-reporting 
of counter-revolutionary activities, etc. Prisoners convicted under Article 58 were known as 'political prisoners', their sentences were 
usually long (up to twenty-five years) and could be extended without trial. 
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BH!JTPHnnrEPHnfl BOllHn /1£)/(1/!/,,fl/IEHHh/Mll BOPDMJI 
B 3RHDHE"/1 OTHOROB/UHMHCJ/ BOPllMH;C!IHllHH~ .. 

nocnE !IHAjll nae CCCPOT 06.0Z191/1l (r,QE CPOKH 311 KPAHfH, rPA5EHflf,Pll360H 66/RH ORPEl/EREHbl 110 20-25 PET) RPO­
H30UJEn PllCHOR B !lfOR08HOM /'IJfPE. 'lllCTb,)JOPOB 8 3/IHOHE'; 'IT06bl 8bl)f{Jf1/J 8 !ICROIJHRX f!JRRfA,CTllRll Pll50Tl/Tb, 
HHPI 11/IMHHHCTPlll/HR HTR ,QERRRll 3111./ETbl 1=3, T. E. no HCfE'IEHHH 1/3 CPOHll 33/( 06PETllR C8060,Q!I. H/IEHHb/E 
.BOPbl B 3RHOHE,"( KOTOPblE,Corn11cHO BOPOBCHH/11 HE flHCllHHbl/'1 31lNOHll/11 H RPllBHRR/11, OTH/13/J/8/IRHCb OT 
Pll50T61}CTllRH H/136/BRT/J P/160TlllOU/HX BOP080 C!IHlll'IH"- RPE/lllTERRMH.BOPOBCHHX 3/INOHOB: H /"IEJl(l/!I HHl'IH 
Hll'lllRllCb HEflPJIMHPHl'lllR BPR)l{/111. 8 HT/I f!IRRfll fil>IRH CR!l'lllH, NOf/111 RPH CXBllTKllX HJIEilHblX.BOPOB 8 
31/NOHE" If .C!IK"norHfi/IRO no 50 H fiOilEE 331(08. Hll'l/IR/JCTBO f!lllllfR /IEHCTBEHHblX MEP HE RPHHHNllRO ••• 

Internal warfare between 'idealist, legitimate' thieves, and traitor 'bitch' thieves. 

After the Presidium of the Supreme Council decree of 6th July 194 7, which introduced a punishment for theft 

and robbery of twenty to twenty-five years imprisonment, the criminal world divided into two camps. In order 
to survive in the Gulag, some of the 'legitimate' thieves began to work. The prison administration introduced 

a system of incentives for them, which was called 'one for three'. It was possible for the prisoner to be 
discharged after only a third of his imprisonment term had elapsed. The 'idealist', 'legitimate' thieves, who refused 

to work (in accordance with their thieves' code of honour), called the working thieves 'bitches' and traitors to 
the code. Relentless warfare broke out between them. There were incidents in the history of the Gulag prison 

camps when fifty or more prisoners were killed in fights• between 'legitimate' thieves and 'bitches'. The Gulag 

authorities did not take action against such fights. 

• See page 198. 
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B [!/J!/l[E 511/ITllP/1-;;BOP/JI B 3/IHOHE0 5/JlllH B nPHBHHErlf PO­
BllHHON 00/IO)l(EHHH,K/IK CDBPENEHHh!E 5/0POHPl/Tb! ••• 

;:;: 

!lronOBHllHll Bf!l/lllfE 56/RJf no RORO)l(EHHIO HllTPHROP.11,//Kll B/Jl/UE,,BPll­
roa HllPO/lll.11/18TOPHTETHb!E,HEOl/HOHPllTHO C!l//Hl'fblE,,BOP/J/ B .JI/NOHE," HllK 
RPllBHRO.HE PllfiOT/l.RH, NERKHE 80P/Jl;,U/ECTEPKll 11fi/Jl/IH !I HH;f 8 !IC//!1)11£­
HHH, II J3KH fi/JITOBHKH-,,BOPOBCKHE M!IHIHHH;10T//llBll.RH RPOl/EHT/JI Bb/Pll­
fiOTKH. !lronOBHHHH ROMOfll//H !IHH'ITOJHllT/J ,,BPllrOB H/IPO/lll 08HT/I f"!IJ////il ... 

'Legitimate' thieves in the Gulag were as privileged as modern-day bureaucrats. 

Criminal prisoners• in the Gulag ranked three times higher than the 'enemies of the people'. Authoritative or 

'legitimate' thieves with numerous previous convictions usually did not work. They had shesterkast (underlings 

or minions) working for them. The muzhiks wrote off some of their daily work quota in favour of the authoritative 
thieves. Criminals helped eradicate the 'enemies of the people' in the Gulag prison camps. 

•Here Baldaev clearly shows the tattoos that the criminals used to display their rank and history. Tattoos were also used as a statement 
against the authorities: ' ... there wasn't a clear spot on his whole face. On one cheek he had "Lenin was a butcher" and on the other it 
continued: "Millions are suffering because of him". Under his eyes was: "Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Voroshilov are butchers". On his pale, 
skinny neck a hand had been tattooed in black ink. It was gripping his throat and on the back of the hand were the letters CPSU. while 
the middle finger, ending on his adam's apple, was labelled KGB.' Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 1969. 
t shesterkas - literally 'sixes'. The six is the lowest card in a standard Russian thirty-six card deck. 
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-/(YpnJTRO!I Tf!HEUJh,l<OHTP!lf l/EPE3 HE/IElllO /l!l5n Jl/lUJh,11 EM!IEU/E JlEK!lPCTBO /l!IH ... 
[/ll/BHh/M CDEl/Hlll/HCTOM B 50/l/JHHt/llX J1TJJ 5hl/J 11E/15PllT H3 3/!<.EC/111 OH 5hll/ 113 
5h!TOBHKOB, TO CH/l/j)/{/1/l JlEK!lPCTB/1111111 nPO/l!IKTllM/1 !lrODOBHHKOB-6/lJTOB/lHHblX /IETEH 
KPllCHOro /(PE M.nR, ll0 BPllr11 HflP0/111° f!HTEl111Hr£HTi>I, Pll50lf#E 11T.J/.5h///ll05l/EllEHh/. .. 

Signs on the wall read (left to right): 'Do not spit on the floor!', graffiti added underneath: 'But spit on the 
Communist Party!'; 'Wash your hands before you eat!'; 'Brush your teeth!'. The patient in the nearest bed holds 
a copy of the newspaper 'Pravda'. 

'Keep your paws to yourself, counter-revolutionary! You're going to kick the bucket in a week anyway, so you 

don't need medicine.' 
The chief medical specialist in prison camp hospitals was a nurse, who was also a prisoner. If he was one of 
the bytoviks,* he brought medicine and food to other criminals, the spoiled children of the Red Kremlin. The 
'enemies of the people' - the intelligentsia, workers, etc. -were deprived of such 'luxuries'. 

• bytovik - a criminal prisoner. An inmate who has been sentenced for a criminal act (murder for example), but is not a professional 
criminal and doesn't actually belong to the 'true' criminal world. 
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5Hl/EM Jl(£HCKHX lflH-HTK r!lllllrR-!IH1l!K-gfllJ }f COBPE/VIEHHOro 
!!HT!/ RBJ1R/OTCR,,K05Jlbf!RKTJ18Hb/E /rf!l)l(EOOJ105Hbl£ /JEC5/1-
RHKJ1,H3-3R KOTOPb!X RPOHCXO/IRT CCOPhl 11 JIPllK/1 HEHfl/!I nnc­
Cl18Hb!MH .llEC6HRHK//MH ••• 

Text at the top reads: 'Girls and women, do not engage in sexual affairs with lesbians! Someone is waiting 
for you at home'. 

The scourge of women's camps in the Gulag system, as well as modern-day prisons, were koblas - active, 
masculine lesbians. They were the cause of skirmishes and fights between passive lesbians. 
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HO'IHOH Ofib/CK;;UJMOHnB Jl(fHCKOM 51/PllKE J1T!J f!IJll/[I/ C l/Ellb/O H3oJITHfl 
Y BOPOBOK H HX KOJlllbl;)f(YlfEK"HllPKOTHKOB,HO)l(Eff, 001/CHb/X 5PHTB,CDHPT­
HOfO,flOPHOf Pll'PHH J1ll/.11/KHE Ofib/CKH B {UJl/l{E OPOBDJ/lflllfC/J PEf!IJIJIP­
HO 8 )l{EHCKHX H Mlf)J(CKHX 30HRX. 

A night search in a women's barrack of the Gulag in order to confiscate drugs, knives, razor blades, alcohol, 
pornographic materials, etc. from female thieves and their zhuchkas .* Such searches were common in both the 
men's and women's prisons of the Gulag. 

* zhuchkas - small dog or mongrel; the name given to female accomplices. 

87 



88 



Death 
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8bt6POC TP!:lflDB 31lKfffO'IEHHb!X-!1611Th!X 11 !IMEP/Uf!X B 
TPIOMllX nnPOXOl/11-8 OXOTCKOE MOPE flPH 3Tllfl£ c MllTE­
Pf!K n B 5!/XTY HnrnEBO-rOP. M11r1111nH ... 

Throwing prisoners bodies overboard. They either died or were killed in ship's holds• during deportation from 

the mainland to Nagaevo Bay in Magadan, in the Sea of Okhotsk. 

• Hoses were often used by the guards to control their human cargo. In Kolyma Tales Varlam Shalamov recalls how on 5th December 
1947, this method was employed to put a stop to 3,000 convicts who, during their journey to Magadan, had mutinied aboard the 
steamship Kim. At 40° C below freezing, those that didn't die suffered third- and fourth-degree frostbite. 
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,,!IPRJJJJRr!!.. KllPl/511/JI. C5POC TP!lflOB 3/K 8 CTBOR CTl/POH UJ!lX­
Tbl. Tl/KHX,,MOrHnbHHKOB" HI/ HE05bf/THb/X flPOCTOPllX{!/J/lllil 
5h!RJ1COTHH.#3TO 110 CHX noP,,rocr111t1111" KOMM!IHHCTOB ... 

Urallag-Karabash. Bodies of dead prisoners being dumped into a shaft of an old mine. There were hundreds 

of such 'sepulchres' (tomb or burial vaults) throughout the limitless territories of the Gulag. This fact is still 

regarded as 'top secret' by the Communists.* 

•All the drawings in this book were made by Baldaev during the Communist period. Following the failed coup of August 1991, realising 
that the end of the regime was imminent, the security forces of the KGB and MVD attempted to destroy incriminating evidence held 
in their archive. 
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,, /IP!MOHllRbHHHH! 370 Jl/1hl,06Pll30811HHhlE 8 BE'IHOH MEP3.ll0-
TE fl!ITEM flPHMEHEHHR BJPh/B'lllTHH:,QHHll/V/HTll, TQ/l!IQ/111 
H ll/1HOHllRll,13MECTHMOC7hl0 OT ,QECRTH/l,l/OCOTEHTP!l/108. 

Dumping of the corpses of 'enemies of the people' in an ammonalnik. 

Ammonalniks were pits made in the permafrost using dynamite, TNT, or ammonal explosives. They 

accommodated tens or hundreds of thousands of dead bodies: 

"''The mountain had been laid bare and transformed into a gigantic stage for a camp mystery play. A grave, a mass prisoner grave, a stone 
pit stuffed full with undecaying corpses from 1938 was sliding down the side of the hill, revealing the secret of Kolyma ... All of our loved 
ones who died in Kolyma, an those who were shot, beaten to death, sucked dry by starvation, can still be recognised even after tens of 
years. There were no gas furnaces in Kolyma. The corpses wait in stone, in the permafrost.' Varlam Shalamov, Kolyma Tales, 1980. 
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B HTJI {!ffl/l{A nocnE Ol/EPE,QHOH !IHllRJ!H/1 TP!/ROB-
11l1!151/PER::HrM!IPHHOB118 UITR5ERR g 0 KllH/IER': .. 

B CE8EPHblX HTJI f!IJl/lfll: KPACHORPCK0/'1 KPllE,KOl'fH /ICCP, Hll HO/lbl/llE H /IP. PEOIOHllX. no flPHl(HHE 60Rb/UOH C/llEPTHOCTH 
33K08 or TR)l(EROH Pll50Thl; HE/IOEl/llHHH, 60RE3HEH H BH!ITPHRllrEPHOro TEPPOPR, TP!lnbt 8 aHl'fHEE BPEl'fR H3-311 
TP!ll/HOCTH 3/lXOPOHEHHR CKRRl/618/lRHCb B IUTl16ERR 8 C80£06Pll3Hb/X .CHRll/lllX," 11 C HllCT!lnREHHEl'f BECHl>I 

3/lXOP/lHHIJ.llRHCb-6£3 01/EIHl/61 8 .Rl'fl'IOHRRbHHNRX," TORHRHCb 8 50ROTllX H C)l(HrllnHCb .• HRH/IElf~ KllPl/EP, IUTPll'PHOH 
H30RRTOP B C/IP/1£ HRH RETHEH RllRllTKE, KOTOP611i HE OTllRRHBllRCR RPH /'10P03RX 30-60~ •• 

The Gulag Corrective Prison Camp after stacking corpses 'du bars', 'zhmuriks'* by the kandey. 
Text on the building reads: 'Kandey. Long Live Communism and Death to Its Enemies!'. 

In the northern prison camps of the Gulag system - Krasnoyarsk Region, Komi ASSR, Kolyma and others -
many prisoners died from hard work, malnourishment, disease and inhumane treatment. Because burying them 
was problematic, the bodies were stacked like logs. When spring came, the bodies were buried naked in 
ammonalniks, sunk in swamps, or burned. The kandey is a slang word for the isolation cell. Barns or tents were 
sometimes used as isolation cells. They were unheated even when the temperatures outside fell as low as 30° 
to 60° C below freezing. 

• dubars, zhmuriks -various slang terms for the dead (eg: 'stiff'). 
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OrnPllBKll )l(M!:IPHl<081'Hn OOCEDEHHE B CEBEPHhlft llEJIOBH-
"" II . 

Tb/11 OKEnH-YTonnEH/1£ 31/MOPO}f{EHHblX TPYflOB 3nKnJO-
f./EHHb/X flPOPY5J1 Cl1511PCKOH PEKH. 

'Stiffs' being sent to a 'settlement' in the Arctic Ocean. The frozen corpses of prisoners are disposed of 
through a hole in the ice of a Siberian river. 
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,,Konbl/1CKJ1H KPRft-!ICBllTJJ (!lnPRB.llEHJ1E CEBEP0-88CTOL/Hb/).. 
.KoMnDCT/1POBRHJ1£ M03rOB ('IEPEfl!JUJEK) ''-nPDJ/b/PHBRJ1BnH) 
OCTPHEM JlOMn l./EPEflOB TP!JflOB 3RKnlO'IEHHb/X nEPEJ.I Bb/803£ 
KOB r!lnnrn, HET TEX flPECT!JflflEH/111, 118/lHTIOP, no11noc111, Jl)J 

Text on signs (left to right) reads: 'Rights and Responsibilities of the Prisoner'; 'Fuel Warehouse'; 'Checkpoint 
No.2'; 'Forward, to Communism!'; 'Glory to the Communist Party!'; 'To Freedom with a Clear Conscience!'. 
Portraits at the gate: Karl Marx (left) and Vladimir Lenin (right). 

'Brain (skull) punching.' Holes were made in the skulls of (dead) prisoners with a special hammer (a 'puncher') 

or the pointed end of a crowbar, before they were taken out of the camp to be buried. According to political 
prisoners of the Gulag, party bureaucrats would stop at no crime, infamous deed, abomination, or lie.*t 

• Baldaev is incredulous about this procedure, which was undertaken not to ensure that the victims were dead (this was already 
obvious}, but because the administration wanted them 'double dead' - an outrageous and absurd act. 
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·-~ .:. :. '· . 

'CflPnBHTEnbHO-TP!:l/IOBb/X /lnrEPEJif Hn flPRBllX rJJllBKn) [!/Jlllfll. 
CflEl./111/JJbHb/M flP050liHl1K0/1-;KOMflOCTEPOM11

( MOJJOTKOM) 11/1# 
i/13 30Hhl HTll ,QJ!fl JflXOPOHEHl1fl.no MHEH/1!0 5b/BUJl1X nOJJl1T33-
r,nEPE,!J KOTOPbl/'111 MOrlll15bl OCTRHOBl1TbCfl flflPTOKPf/Tb/ ••• 

t 'After they had been stacked like timber in an open-sided sled until enough had accumulated for a mass burial in the camp cemetery, 
they were loaded, naked, onto sledges, heads on the outside, feet inside. Each body bore a wooden tag, a birka, tied to the big toe of the 
right foot, bearing its name and number. Before each sledge left the camp gate, the nadziratel, an NKVD officer, took a pickaxe and smashed 
in each head. This was to ensure that no one got out alive. Once outside the camp, the bodies were dumped into transeya, one of several 
broad ditches dug during summer for this purpose. But as the number of dead mounted, the procedure for making certain they were 
dead changed. Instead of smashing heads with a pickaxe, the guards used a szompol, a thick wire with a sharpened point, which they 
stuck into each body. Apparently this was easier than swinging a pick.' Edward Buca, Vorkuta, 1976. 
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Hard Labour 
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JHEH/JIHHhl;,BPllrH HllPO,l/R0 OTPllSllTh/81/IOT 8/lllrEPE 
CBOJO ,,BHH!/11 DEPE,l/ flllPTHEH H COBETCKJIM H/IPOJIOM.~~ 

Women 'enemies of the people' work off their 'guilt' before the Communist Party and the Soviet People in the 

prison camp. 
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KOHM!IHHCThl-f!Pb/E BP/IFH C8050l/hl,l/EMOKPllT/1H, BCErO 'IE­
ROBEl/ECTBR !IMEPTBHDH B 31/CTEHKllX HKB/l-NF5118 F!IJIHFE 
MHDRHOHh/ )/(£HU/11H;J(YHRl./EK,:BP!lrOB HllPOl/ll"lf 'ICHP ro­
DOl/OM, XOHOl/OM, 50JIE3HRMl1 J1 Pn5CK/1M TP!l/IOM ... 

Communists were vehement enemies of freedom, democracy and all humanity. In the prisons of the NKVD­

MGB and the Gulag, they were responsible for the deaths of millions of women, kulachkas,* 'enemies of the 

people' and Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, from starvation, cold, disease and slave labour. 

• kulachka - the wife of ku/ak (see page 102). 
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:'~:~ 
'lncro RPHfil>/80/HE Hll CEBEP 3T/1Dhl .!J3KOB 11.J-3R OTC!:ITCTBHR 5/IP/IHOIJ 

8110P03bl40-50° .JllrOHR.R/1 Hll HO'lb8 fiMl>I, /'I //HEM OHH CTPOH/lH /l.//H 
CEBR HOBblii HT.II. HJ Tb/CR'l/1 uBP/lrOB HllPOl/ll "H uK!/./!RKOB NB T/IHHA' 
!IC/IOBHRX /10 TER/1118/J/)l(HBli.110 HE liO/lEE ~so 'IE/lOBEH ••• 

'Enemies of the people' were kept in deep pits. 

Often, convicts who had just arrived in the north were kept in pits for the night, because there were not enough 

barracks available. The temperature outside was 40° to 50° C below freezing. During the day, they built new 
ITL* barracks for themselves. In these conditions, out of every thousand 'enemies of the people' and kulaks,t 
no more than two hundred and fifty survived to see the warmer seasons.t 

* ITL: Ispravite/no-'lrndovoi Lager - literally 'Corrective Labour Camp'. 
t A kulak (literally 'fist' in Russian) was a peasant wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labour. The kulaks tried to resist Stalin's 
collectivization. Many were arrested, exiled, or killed. 
t 'In the early thirties labour camps spread over the territory of the USSR, especially the arctic regions. The prisoners built railways, 
roads, industrial complexes and cities around them; they manned the construction works and coal, lead, and gold mines, as well as the 
development of whole regions, like the gold-rich frigid Kolyma. The worst lot was that of forced-labour pioneers sent to set up brand 
new camps and work sites: they did not even have minimal accommodations until they had built them themselves. The mortality rate 
on such new projects was much higher than in veteran camp sites.' Leona Toker, Return from the Archi'pelago, 2000. 
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)/{EH/lM, CECTPllM 14 ,l/Ol/EPRM"BPl/rOB HllPO/ll(B 
[!I/Inf£ flPH HE BhlflODHEHHJ1 HOPMbl !lfillBRHDH fl II EK. .. 

llH!:l,C!/'11(11,BCE nOMECTnM! /lYCT/JQO/lblX/IET, Cll/1'1/1 BHHOB/IT/ll 
( 8 r!l.RllrE HHKllKOH TEXHJ1KH 5£30fl/ICHOCTH HE fibl/10 11 BnOMHHE. 
UPH YBE'lhE B TlllirE,Hll U/llXTllX 11 /IP!lrHX P/160Tnx 3gl(/{Pf HE OK/l-
3h1Bn.nocb nol./TH HHKlll<OH /r/E/lnOMOU/H. CnHC/ITb TE/!Orf'EllK!/ H/IH 
05~Bb fibl/10 80/lORHTHEE, 'IEM !IMEP/UEro HOH !/fiHToro 331(,Q ••• ) 

In the Gulag, if the wives, sisters and daughters of the 'enemies of the people' did not meet their daily quotas, 
their rations were curtailed. 

'Back to work, bitches! Let her lie there and die. It's her own fault.' 
There was no workplace safety to speak of in the Gulag. If a prisoner was injured in the taiga, at the mines, or 

other workplaces, almost no medical care was provided. It was easier to account for a prisoner who had died 

of 'natural causes' or injuries, than it was to account for an item of clothing (such as a jacket) or footwear. 
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uDDBTDPHHKH~ 5ECHPllBHb/E PA5/JI !IPOj/JIHBO/l,3BEPCKOH 
KllTOP)l(HOR CHCTENb/,,CTllJIHHCKOro 'PAUIH3/t/U°B CCCI!.. 

C 10'16no 195Jro11b1B onEP'IRCr11(,,x111P1>1n11011HN,""K!ll'fDBCH1111") HT.// 
(!l/lllfll 8b/3b/8RRl1Ch,,BPArH HllP0/111:' OC!IHf/IEHHb/E no Cl 58 !IKPC'PCP 8 
1936-19~0 ro,Q/IX,l/RR 03HllHOMREHHR If JIH'IHOH POCRHCH 8 5DRHHllX 05 
llBTOMllTH'IECKOM flPO,QDEHHH CPOK/13/IHPIOl./EHJfll HI/ 5 DET 5E3 C!l/111. 
Tl!H flORBHRJfCb MHRRHOHl>l 33K08-;,HOBTOPHHHOB::. 

Povtorniks* were the slaves of the ugly, bestial system of hard labour of 'Stalin's Fascism' in the USSR. 

During the period 1946 to 1953, the 'enemies of the people' who had been sentenced under Article 58t (of the 

Penal Code of the Russian SFSR) between 1936 and 1940, were called into the Operative Headquarters (the 
'sneaky house' or 'favouritism room,' as it was also called) of the Gulag prisons. They were made to read and 

sign papers that automatically extended their sentence for five more years without trial. This practise created 
millions of povtorniks. 

• Povtorniks- taken from the wordpovtor, 'repeat' (the prison term). 
t See page 81. 
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P113BDJI 33KOB HI/ Pll5DTY,f/lf l/OJl)f(Hh/0 flPllC!ITCT8D8/IT/{'yMf P/Ul1£ HOl/h/O 
B 51/PllKRX 1160JlbHb/E c TEMflEPRT!JPOH 38-39.~. nn11H-11/050H /IEHOfJ ... 
-OTPfll/hl,CTPOfJCH! 83RTbCf/ no11 P!IKH! OPEll!IDPE>H/llllO,-JU/lr BRE80,U//I[ 
BRPl/80 Cl/11TlllOTCH fl05Ef0/1,JI KOHBOff RPJIMEHRET OP!J)f(/1£ 5£3 RPE/l!l­
flPEJHl/EHHH! OPKECTP-NllPU/f OEPBllJ/ flRTEPKll-BREPEl/f HllPRll'IJIK/(0 MHE .. 

Prisoner job assignment routine. Everybody must be 'present' during the roll call, including the prisoners who 

died in the barracks the previous night, and the sick with temperatures of 38° to 39° C. The government plan 

must be fulfilled at any price. 
'Brigades, fall in! Link arms! If you make a step to the left or to the right, it will be considered an attempt to 

escape, and the guards will shoot to kill without warning. Band, begin to play! First five-man brigade, march! 

Assigner, approach me!' 
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501=JI CTPOHKll f!IOllf R MBJJ CCCP. · TPllM50BKll 
JlEPEBRHHh/M KllTKOM H3 IJOCOK, non11R l./llCTb J 

ErHnETCKYIO nHPnMl1,l/!:I XEoncn DT!lEn.RllD 2 Tb!C. 
J!E3HDft JIOPDrJ1 B CEBEPHDJlt T!IH,llPE,HD METO/lhl J 
MM- Pn5CKl1U flD,lJHEBOnbHblft TPYI/, !:IHECUJJ1ft) 

Construction site No. 501 of the Gulag of the MVD of the USSR. Prisoners ramming soil for laying down 
rails and ties with a roller made from wooden boards. The hollow part of the roller is filled with rocks to 
increase its weight. 

The Egyptian Cheops pyramid and Stalin's absurd 'railroad of death" in the northern tundra are over two 

thousand years apart. But the methods and techniques of construction remained the same: slave Jabour that 
cost the lives of tens of thousands of the 'enemies of the people'. 
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33KnMH rPYHTll JlllR !:IKJlll,QKH PEJlbCOB 11 !Un/1/1 
rOTOPOrO HnnonHHnllCh ,llnR BEC/.l Kl/MHRMH ••• 

flET OT CrnnHHCKOU 115CYP/IHDH11MEPTBDl1" )1(£-
1 Cfl0CD5hl CTPDl1TERbCTB!l 5blnl4 0,ll#HllKOBb/­
rECflTKH Tb/Cfll/ )If J13HEfl,, BP/lrOB HllPOJlP ~:. 

• In 1949 work began on the Salekhard to Igarka railway line, which was intended to provide a strategic link across northern Siberia. Known 
as the '501 Railroad' or the 'Road of Death', it was built entirely using Gulag labour. The mortality rate was high and every year the camps 
were resupplied with between 5,000 and 7,000 new workers. Harsh conditions: permafrost and temperatures of 60° C below freezing 
in winter; boggy marsh, disease, mosquitoes and horseflies in summer; hampered the construction. Following Stalin's death in 1953 
the project was abandoned with only 434 of the planned 806 miles completed. It has since fallen into complete disrepair. 
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Re-education 
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'lrEHHE co1105na11rEJJhcre11e HTJI f!IJ1nr11.aro oJ111H11aMHor11x 11sc!IPJIOB 
K0/1M!IHJ1CTJ1l/ECKOll l11JEOROrJ111-COqHl/JlHCTJ1L/ECKOE COPEBHOBllHHE MEJKJl!I 
5Pl1TllJlllMJ111 OTPR/lllMJf BOPOB, TPll5JfTEJ!El1, HllCHJlhHHKOB Jf !/SHH[/ ••• 

Writing on the placard: 'Only through honest labour will you gain the right to be paroled' .The paper in the hands 
of the guard reads: 'Socialist Self-Obligations'.* 

The announcement of socialist self-obligations in the Gulag prison camp. This is one of the many absurd aspects 
of the Communist ideology- a socialist competition t between the workers' brigades composed of thieves, robbers, 

rapists and murderers. 

• 'Socialist self-obligations' were voluntary, but in reality they were expected of the workforce. The results of these declarations were 
supposed to exceed the production plan set by the government. 
t 'Socialist competition' was encouraged between state enterprises and was also common between individuals within enterprises. Teams 
of workers competed against each other to produce more goods, transport more people, save more resources, etc., with prizes awarded 
to the winners. However, the formalism that reigned over the country meant that the results were either falsified or judged on quantity 
rather than quality. 
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nonJ1T311HJITHH c YTODOBHHK/IMH 8. HT JI r11n11r11 Jr/Bil CCCP... 
- 31/KRJOl/EHHblR H.BnHOB, PnCCKll)l(lfTE no TEME flPOUIDb/X 3/IHRTJ1ft 
06 nnPERbCKHX TE3HCllX-flPOrPRM/YIE 0KTR5PbCKOR PEBOlllOl/1111 ... 
-fl '!TO-TO nnoxo flOMHIO,rPl/Hfl/llHHH Hlll/llDbHllK. •. ll 3TO,Kll)!(ETCf1, 
0 TOM Jlh/CEHbKOM, KllPTllBElfbKOM, KOTOPh/H B RHTEPE Hll 5Rff Y 
'ITO-TO C 5POHEBl1l/KR XPJOKHYn?. .. 

Political Information classes in the Gulag prison camp. 

'Prisoner Ivanov, tell us again what you learned in the previous lesson about the April Theses• - the programme 

of the October Revolution.' 
'I'm not sure I remember it right, chief. Was it about that bald guy with a burrt that shouted out something 
from an armoured vehicle at the train station in Leningrad?'i 

• The April Theses were a series of directives by Vladimir Lenin given to the Bolsheviks when he returned to Petrograd from his exile 
in Switzerland on the night of 16th April 1917. (They were originally rejected by the Bolsheviks.) The full theses text was later published 
in the newspaper Pravda. 
t The prisoner is making a reference to Lenin's speech impediment. 
t Baldaev is making a statement about the impossibility of re-educating criminal inmates (the tattooed hands show that this inmate is 
a criminal rather than a political prisoner). The authorities believed that it was not worth trying to re-educate the 'socially dangerous' 
political prisoners, instead concentrating their efforts on the 'socially close' thieves-in-law: 1A 1940 NKVD directive on the cultural­
educational work of the camps stated explicitly that those who had committed counter-revolutionary crimes were not suitable targets 
for re-education. In camp theatrical productions, they were allowed to play musical instruments, but not to speak or sing.' Anne 
Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
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Pn3roBoP 33KOB o"COf/3nKOHHocr11"B CoBETCKOM com3E. •. 

-(Pl/JHllllHHH flPOK!IPOP, BOT MHE JlllllH 5J!ET 3R J MEU/Kll l(.OM511KOP­
MOB. KOTOPh/X ff ET B flPOJ/n}/{£, II R XOTEJ/ Bb/PllCTJ1Tb flOPOCEHKR, II J rn 
nnPTHRHllfl Mll'PHR J13-KOCC BOP!IET MHJ1J!HOHllMJ1,5EPET BSRTKH 11 
OT JTOTO ,,HEJl!lfRu /1Elf/1TCR B CRHllTOPJ1RX 11 HE Cl1)/HT,KllK Jl,81/llf EPE. .. 

A conversation about 'social justice' in the Soviet Union ... 
The placard on the wall reads: 'The USSR is the Most Democratic Country in the World, where the Rule of 
Law Reigns'.* 

'Comrade Public Prosecutor, I was given five years in prison for stealing three bags of mixed fodder. You can't 
buy it in a store and I had a pig to feed. Now, this mob in the Communist Party steals millions, takes bribes, 
and is treated for this "illness" in resorts and sanatoriums. And unlike me, it doesn't do time in the camps.' 

•A political slogan from the Gorbachev era. 
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0111111113 BH/108 nPO'PHJlllHTHHH B llTJ! r!l/111/ll. .. 

//RR !ICTPnUJEHHR 33H08 c L/EJlhHJ !:IHPEn/lEHHR l/HCL/Hn/JHHl>I H 110,//HRTHR RPOH3BO/IHTEJ1/JHOCTH 
PllfiCKOrO TP!l/111, !I Kil/! HT/l r!ll!/lr/11<n11n11 P/ICCTPE/lJTHHh/X no RPHrOBOP!I /lllrEPHOH TPOHKH. 
KOHBOH nPOBO/IH/7 5PHrl1/ll>l,,IJP/lrOB HNPO,qR "H3 30#1>/ H/I P/lfiOT/il MH/'10 3THX TP!l/lQB, 
HOTOPh/E HE !15HPR.llHCb no HECHO.llbll'O ,l/llEH.. •• 

One kind of preventative measure in the Gulag. 
The signs on the building read: 'Back to Freedom with a Clear Conscience!'; 'Long Live the VKP(b)!*'; 
'Checkpoint No.3'. The signs on the dead bodies read: 'For breaching internal prison regulations'; 'For 
attempted prison revolt'; 'For the refusal to w[ork]'. 

To deter prisoners, strengthen discipline and increase the output of slave labour, the bodies of prisoners executed 

by the troikat were laid down in rows by a checkpoint. The guards led the units of the 'enemies of the people' 

past the corpses when the prisoners marched to and from work. The corpses were not removed for days. 

• Sec page 19. 
t The NKVD Troikas (triumvirate), consisted of three people: the Head of the local NKVD subdivision, the Secretary of the Regional 
Committee and the Public Prosecutor. They were were used as an instrument of extra judicial punishment against anti-Soviet elements 
between 1937 and 1938. 
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fi)f{EHCKOM PllrEPE aMRMOlfEK" /IETH 331/EK,aBPl/rOB Hl/POl/11,"H !lrOl!OBHHI/ COl/EP)l(l/J!HCh BMECTE C ft. 
flHTRHHfl POC/111 P/IXHT/1l/Hb/Ml1 3RMOPb/U/l/Ml1 C fl03JIHHM Pn3Bl1Tl1EM, 31/TEM JIET/10Tfil1P/11!11Cb11. 
ROCJ!E PEKBl13Hl/1111 llETEI! Phl///1/1/1, TEPRDH COH, BCflKl11111HTEP£C K )/(/13Hl1, non111111n11 B TIOPEi 

The Daily Life of the Gulag. 'Long Live the Socialist Gulag-A Big Step Toward Communism!' Minister of 
Internal Affairs, L.P. Beria. 

In a women's prison camp for 'mummies', the children of both 'enemies of the people' and ordinary criminals, 
were held together with their mothers until they were aged between two to five (at the discretion of the 
administration). Because no children's food was available to them, they grew very weak - their growth was stunted, 
and they suffered from rickets.* They were then taken away and put in special orphanages and technical 
schools. After they were deprived of their children many inmate mothers, slaves of the Gulag camps, sobbed 

continually, developed insomnia and lost interest in living. They ended up in prison psychiatric institutions. 
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CKHH rYnAr-sonbWOA WAr B KDMM'IHH3M!" MHHHCTP MB/I R.R.5EPHH 

qr£Pl1Mlf 110 2-5 BET (BCE 3RBHCERO OT RPOH380Rll R/IMHHHCTPllQHH).H3-3/l OTC!ITCTBHR ,QETCKOro 
70MEU/llRHC/J 8 CREQll/l/lbHb/E JIETCKHE l/OMll J1 nT!l.MHOrHE 33'1KH-MllTEP/1, PR6h/HH HTR-HTK rYJ!l/rn, 
1H/JIE RCHXH/lTPHl/ECKllE 50/l/JHllL/bl 

•'I saw the nurses getting the children up in the mornings. They would force them out of their cold beds with shoves and kicks ... pushing 
the children with their fists and swearing at them roughly, they took off their night-clothes and washed them in ice-cold water. The babies 
didn't even dare cry. They made little sniffing noises like old men and let out low hoots. This awful hooting noise would come from the 
cots for days at a time. Children already old enough to be sitting up or crawling would lie on their backs, their knees pressed to their 
stomachs, making these strange noises, like the muffled cooing of pigeons ... Little Eleonora, who was now fifteen months old ... 
stopped reaching out for me when I visited her; she would tum away in silence. On the last day of her life, when I picked her up (they 
allowed me to breast-feed her) she stared wide-eyed somewhere off into the distance, then started to beat her weak little fists on my 
face, clawing at my breast and biting it. Then she pointed down at her bed. In the evening when I came back with my bundle of firewood, 
her cot was empty. I found her lying naked in the morgue among the corpses of the adult prisoners.' I-lava Volovich, Till My Tale ls Told: 
Women's Memoirs of the Gulag, 2001, (edited by Simeon Vilensky). 
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HncnnbCT8£HHRJ1 PEKB/13111/HR J/ETE/i,.RllrEPHb/X JllNOPh/IUE/f,-
ncrn11HHCKl1X BH!IKOB-33l/KOB# !I }f{EHU/HH-.31/K.RIO'IEHHh/X B llTD 
{!ffll/[I/ /lllfluMnMOlfEIC'T.K.,,331/KH;'/Jo MHEHHID Hl/'11/JlbCTBll, OT­
BJlEKl/IOT HllTEPEll OT B/JIROJ7HEHl1JI TP!l,l/OBb/X HOPN H 31/j/llHHfl 
rocnJ1nHn CCCP J!llR 11011 ... 

Forced requisition of prisoners' sickly children, 'Stalin's grandchildren-inmates', as they were often called, from 
their imprisoned mothers in the Gulag prison camp for 'mummies'. The authorities believed that children 

distracted their mothers from meeting the labour quotas and prevented them from fulfilling the tasks of the 
Gosplan• of the USSR for the MVD. 

• Gosplan - the State Committee for Planning, was established in 1921 to direct economic recovery. Its main task was to draw up the 
Five Year Plans to enable the rapid industrialisation of the Soviet Union. 
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g rPllMM- fl!ITEBKll Knee BUCl/llCTJIHBOE l/ETCTB0 11 

B CBH311 c nEPEnonHEHJ1EM JIETCKJ1X JJDMDB l/Cf/P B 19JB-J9r[ 
lJETl1uBPnroB HflPD,llfl':,nYCKl!nUCbB PllCXDJr B rOPOJIRX: 
TOMCKE, MllPl1J1HCKE J1Cl/DJ1!111HOBCKDflB1./#30 ,,DDMnnrn," 
T. K. CL//1TP.1!0Cb, C ,llOCTJ1)1{£HJ1EM COBEPUJEHHOn£T/1fl, DH/1 
fi!:l/IYT onnCHh/M/1 Jll!R CYU/ECTB!llOU/EH CJ1CT£Mbl B/lllCTl1. 

Nine grammes* - a ticket to a 'happy childhood', courtesy of the Communist Party. 

Because the orphanages for the Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland were full, in 1938 and 1939 the 

children of the 'enemies of the people' were killed in Tomsk, Mariinsk and Shimanovskaya train station in the 
TzIZOt BAMLag+ isolation cell. It was thought that upon coming of age, they would pose a serious threat to 

the existing authorities. 

* Nine grammes - the weight of a bullet. 
t TzIZO - Tzekh Ispolzovanniya Zavodskikh Otkhodov: Recycling and Waste Disposal Facility. 
+ BAMLag- the official abbreviation for the subdivision of the Gulag dealing with the construction of the Baikal-Amur Mainline railway 
during the period 1932 to 1948. 
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Hunger 
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-3ft! UIRKRRhl, 'PHROHhl,JJ,OXOl/Hrff-)f{PRTh UOl/RHDl..05£3!/MEBUIHE OT ro11011n CJlR5080RhHh/E 33}(11 
HRXOJll1/Tl1,,fll1TRHHE 11HR flOMOff KE ••• KOMM!IHHCTnM TnK ff HE Y/IRJlOCh uPRCl/EROBEl/HTb" B f!lllnfE 
CBRU/EHHl1KOB, 5h/BUJHX JJBOPRH,L/llPCKl1X O'PHL/E.PDB, l/HHDBHHKDB,11 TRK)f{E HCTHHH/JIX Bh/COKOK!IJlh­
T!IPHb/X HHTEJlJTHrEHTOB, Pll50t/11X ft KPECTbRH c CHRbHDf1 BOREi? H rn!l50KO BEPYIOl1/J1X EJ /5arn ••. 

Sign on the building reads: 'Canteen'. 

'Hey, jackals, slackers and goners!* Dinner is served.' 

Weak-willed prisoners, mad from hunger, ate rubbish. But Communists in the Gulag never managed to 

dehumanise priests, the former nobility, czarist officers, officials and functionaries, the truly cultured 
intelligentsia and strong-willed, pious workers and peasants. 

• Those prisoners on the verge of death through starvation were referred to as dokhodyagi - 'goners'. Emaciated, apathetic and 
exhausted, they would desperately search for and greedily consume any scrap of food. The camp system that caused their acute hunger 
delt with them ruthlessly- as they grew weaker they were unable to meet the working norm, and their ration was reduced accordingly. 
'The word dokhodyaga [goner], is derived from the verb dokhodit which means to arrive or reach ... At first I could not see the 
connection, but it was explained to me: the dokhodyagi were 'arn·vists', those who had arrived at socialism, were the finished type of 
citizen in the socialist society.' Vladimir Petrov, It Happens In Russia: Seven W,ars Forced Labour in the Siberian Go/dftelds, 195 I. 
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I/TO 3Hl/'{f!T ll/lfl 1(£/lOBEKll,KOTOPblll Pl/50Tl/Jl HI/ MOP03E 8£Cb l/EHb,MffCKI/ noxnl5KH ff nnRKll X/1E51/ 300 fPnMM? llb!Tnf/Cb 
05MnH!ITbH !ICflOKOHTb fO/IOJ/Hb/fJ }/(£/l!IJ/01(,33KH BllPH/IH nnRK!I B CO/lEHOli BO/IE,H Kl/I( P£3!1/lbTllT-Ofl!IXllHHE,5HPffll 
HI/ HOfE H Kllll/15Hfl/£ l!TJI ••• no C/1081/M !13HHl(08,Bf!l/1Rf£ 5b!/IO X!f)f(£,'IEM B/71/fEPf!X 11.rl!T/lEPn. 

Text on the banner reads: 'Forward, to Communism!'; text on the bulletin board reads: 'Fire Safety Rules of 
the Prison Camp'. The graffiti reads (top to bottom): 'Death to Coppers!'; 'S.0.S.'; 'Hello to Goners from the 
Next World'; 'White Swan'; 'Perm to Cons'. 

What is a bowl of soup and 300 grams of bread to a man who has worked in frigid temperatures all day? To deceive 

and calm their empty stomachs, prisoners boiled their rationed bread in salted water. The result? Swelling, a 
tag on the foot and then the prison graveyard ... According to its prisoners, the Gulag was worse than Hitler's 

concentration camps.* 

"' 'In one cell the cons had ... got hold of a razor blade somewhere and for several days had collected up paper. When everything was 
ready they each cut a piece of flesh from their bodies - some from the stomach, others from the leg. Everybody's blood was collected 
into one bowl, the flesh was thrown in, a small fire was made from the paper and some books and then they started to half-fry, half­
stew their feast. When the wardens noticed that something was wrong and burst into the cell the stew was still not cooked and the cons, 
falling over themselves and burning their fingers, grabbed the pieces from the bowl and stuffed them into their mouths.' Anatoly Marchenko, 
My Testimony, 1969. 
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)/(EHhl,CECTPhl H ,llO'IEPH,,BPflrDB HllPD,Qll"B HT/I 
r!l.HllTll HHB,ll,CORDBEQKOH BRllCTH'Hll fYIE/IOC/r/OTPE .•. 

)/(EHll/HHhl-5011/>UlllJICHDii/ 
- Jl.CTRRJIH. • . ·. 

I l'fi Kro 
'E Pll50TRET, 
TOTHEECT. 
. B.H.REHlfH 

-)/OKTOP, :m1 39'1Kll RJTllH HEBh!ROJTHIVOTI !IOClll/lfTE lfX 111111!1/li!JK!I.~ .. (B HCRP/18/fTE/lbllO-TP!lj/O/Jb/X JTllrEPJ?X(lllJI) 
)1(£/llQllH nBMrOB HllPOl/11' HCROHb.JOIJll/111 /Ill CllMb!X TIVKE/lb/X Pll50TllX-3E/lf//Jlllb!X H /lECO/lOB/l/lE. iPEJ!l/lbTllTE, 
OT <fJHJH'IECKoro nEPE/111/lPlllHEHHI? II llE/IOE//llH/111, !/ l'!llOrHx )1(£1111/lfH lll'OHCXOl/Jt/11), Bb!nlll/llllllE /'!llTKH. 

tfOJTbHh/X I'! C/1/15b!X IHElllf/1111 !IMEPll/B/1/1//lf,,H!IHEBoH l/llETOf( T.E. ronO,llOM .. ) 

Wives, sisters, and daughters of the 'enemies of the people' undergoing a medical examination in the 
Corrective Labour Camp of the Gulag system, the 'Solovki Authorities'. 
Sign on the left reads: 'Women are a great power! J. Stalin'; sign on the right reads: 'He who does not work, 
neither shall heeat.*V. I. Lenin'. 

'Doctor, these cons didn't meet their labour quota. Prescribe them the VLCD!' 

In corrective labour camps, female 'enemies of the people' were given the hardest jobs - digging the earth and 

lumbering. Many suffered from prolapse of the uterus from overs train and starvation. Ailing and weak women 
were starved to death, which was referred to as 'going on the VLCD' (Very Low Calorie Diet). 

•' ... purge victims faced a lethal combination of chronic hunger, overwork and neglect. About half their calorie intake consisted of bread 
(on average, about a pound a day); the rest came from trash soup (balanda) cooked from calculated amounts of potatoes, groats, sugar 
and fats; sometimes they would also get a few spoonfuls of lean porridge. The portions of cooked foods were usually shrunk by theft; 
the bread rations were cut and the porridge denied if the prisoner did not meet the production quotas. Few could possibly meet the 
quotas since these were too high even for skilled, able-bodied labourers: as the prisoners got less food, they had even less strength to 
work and thus entered a "vicious spiral" (Ekart 1954 ). ' Leona Toker, Re/um from the Archipelago, 2000. 
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The Power of the Criminals 
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-Th!,KOHTPll,31/TKHH XR£5RllhHHKI C5JIOl/J1Bntl fll/JlhT!IXRH,flOJl!IClln­
O)f(KH;;P!IMh/HKH,11/l/llPfPHO/K!I H Koxrpr!f!DTKRl/llJIR CBOH flPRBll B !IHH­
CTEPTE CBOHM CT!l/IEHTnM HI/ KR'PHJIPE ... OrPll5Jl£HJ1E !lrOJIOBHH­
Kn/'11133KOB;;BPnroB HllPODn"s [!/Jl/1(£, OT5HPnHHE fll/EK 11 flOCh/Jl­
OK fih!no 051>/'IHl>IM 

'Shut your mouth, counter-revolutionary! Take off your coat, boots, scarf and jacket. Rights-rubbish! You tell 
that to your students in your university.' 

Robbing 'enemies of the people' of their clothes, rations and parcels by criminals in the Gulag was commonplace. 
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-//EBK/1, MOL/11TE 3T!I KOHTP!l-)f(l/JlOBKY, 'IT05hl XBOCTR HE nOJlHff/111-
Jln!... H35J1EHll,ff,Clll!H3M, Y5/1fJCTBn, 3Bf P/1Hhlfi P/ICJ1CTCKl1il RHTl!fO­
H/.1311 8 {!:IJIJ/[E ,QOCT/1[/lf! BCEX BEP/UHH. 80POBKl1B3/lKOHE iiM!l­
XRH/U/11111 HX flOJIP!IL/Hblf u)l(YL/Kl1"6blnH X03RHKl!Ml18 )f(EHCKl1X J!ll­
[£PRX 11Hl!XOJ/11/lUCb8 nP/1811/lf fl!POBllHHOM nonO)l(fH/111 ••• 

Words on the bucket read: 'Barrack No.6. Brigade No.12'. 

'Girls! Beat up this yid counter-revolutionary, so she keeps her tail down!' 

The Gulag witnessed the most extreme forms of beating, sadism, murder and savage racial antagonism. 

Makhanshas (female 'legitimate' thieves), and zhuchkas (their accomplices), were the highest, most privileged 

caste in women's prison camps. 
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Hllflll,lJEHHE YronOBHHKOB HR 33KOB HHOCTPRHl/EB­
KOMMYHHCTOB, flPH6b/BUIHX B CCCP fl0/101./b B CTPOH­
TEDbCTBE COL{HllRH3/t111H3RTEM non//BUIHX B HT JI 
rYnnr11 ... 

Criminals assaulting foreign Communist prisoners who had come to the USSR to help build socialism, and 

were then imprisoned in Gulag camps. 
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no YK/13HE PllfiOTHJIHOB HKBl/ lfllH Hlll f!l/ll/[I/ !/[01/0BHHHH 
COBEPU/llJ/H I/KT/JI /f/!1)1(£//DHfECTBll Hll/l,,BPllrllMH HllPO,l/11::. 

-fOBOPfl T,Hll 80J1E ,QHPEKTOPOM, 60/lh/U/1M 5!1rPOM 5bl./l,nOT0/11 CC!l'IH//Cfl 
11 CTll/18Pllro11 HllPOJlll? #hi TE5fl .Jll 3TO flEl/Hlt'OM-/11/IUJKOif C,l/E/lllEM/ ... 
( 1/1111C'DBEP/1/EllHJl11/ICH/lbCTBEHHOrO /1!1)1(£/IOJKECTBll Hll//,,BPllrOM llllPO­
l/ll"!lrO/IOBHHHH;!IPHH'Jillnll/lll.fll111/I )l(EPTB!I /j )l(H/IOH 30HEllO'lbl0 rPY/1-
noH, flPJI CORPOTHB/IEHHH Hll5PllCblB/l/lH RET/IHJ-!ll/llBH!I, B/1311/lH P!IHH..J 

By orders from the N KVD or Gulag prison authorities, criminals performed acts of sodomy on the 'enemies 
of the people'. 

'They say you were some executive, some big shot out there, and then you became an enemy of the people? Well, 
now you're gonna be our bitch, you queer!' 

(To forcibly sodomise an 'enemy of the people', urkas - criminal prisoners - attacked their victim in the 

barracks at night. If the victim tried to put up a fight, they put a stranglehold on him, tied up his hands, etc.) 
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YronnEHHE !lrOJ!OBHJIKRM/1 11BPnrn Hl/POJ//l 11flO H£r11nc­
HOM!f !:IKl/31/HHIO HllL/llflbCTBll HTll r!lf//l{I/ ,QJIR !JCTPll­
UIEHHR ,l/P!lrHX 33KOB B 50l/K£.C HEl/HCTOTllM/1, K!/Jlll 
Cl!HBnETCfl COJIEP)J(HMOE n11PnUJ 83f1MHEE BPEMf/ ... 

Criminals drowning an 'enemy of the people' in a barrel of sewage waste (into which the toilets were emptied 
in the winter), by an unofficial order of the Gulag authorities. This was done to intimidate and plant fear into 

other prisoners. 
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u31lflE'lllTllTb 8 5ETOH ! C6POC H YTOflREHHE 33Kll-Pll50TRrH 
BOPllMH B JHHl/l<OM,HE 31/CTb/B/UEM 5ETOHE flPH CTPOHTE/lb­
CTBE THJIP03REl<TPOCTllHL/HH... CKORbKO TllKHX JHEPTB B 
5ETOHE r3C, HE J138ECTHO ... 

'Sealing in concrete.' A worker prisoner is drowned in liquid concrete by criminal inmates during the 
construction of a hydroelectric power plant. There is no way of knowing how many victims the concrete 
structures of power plants hold. 
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113111/Efll/Th T!JPKll'!.DOCll/IKll,,BP/IFll HllPD,l/11"311 CODPOTHB­
JIEHHE H3/IEBllTEJ/bCTBY Hll KOJI no PEIDEHHfO 11BOPOB B 
31/KOH£ 0 H MOJ/l//lfll1BOfO Ol/05PEHJ1fl Hlll/llJlbCTBll lflll. .. 

'To pull a Turk',• impaling the 'enemy of the people' on a spike for resisting torture. The sentence is carried 

out by order of 'legitimate thieves' and with the silent approval of the authorities of the prison camp. 

• Or: zadelat turetsky shashlyk - to make a Turkish kebab. 
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Bl>IHOC 33Kn, nPOHf P/lBJUEro CBOIO )f(HJHb B KllPTh/,Hll MOP03 ... 
-OKPOnH Ero CBJ!TOJ1 BOJ/111/E/1, l/TOfibl Jl!ll/IUE )/(/1/IOCb Hn T0/'1 
CBETE, II fl Ero RPHCb/011/0 CHE)f(KOM, l/TO/ib! BEPT!IX/l/1 CffOPO 
HE HllKHRL/RRl1e .. 

A prisoner, who has lost at cards,• is taken outside into the cold. 

'Sprinkle some holy water on him, so he lives a better life in the next world. I'll cover him with snow so the guards 

don't spot him.' 

* Games of cards were taken extremely seriously by criminals who viewed them as a way of demonstrating their cunning and bravado. 
They would often bet, and regularly lose, all their possessions. But games would not end there. Other inmates' belongings would be wagered, 

leading to beatings and even murders if the original owner of the 'lost' item refused to hand it over. Other punishments for failure to 
pay a debt included forcible tattooing (generally these 'shaming' tattoos depicted erotic scenes, in reality their purpose was far from erotic 
-to 'lower' the wearer's status within the criminal hierarchy), the cutting off of a 'twig' (a finger or toe), a 'dumpling' (ear), or the cutting 
out of a 'headlamp' (eye), and ultimately death (see pages 211-212). 
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,,3nTKH!ITb XllHJIO"- HnKD311Hl1£ ,,BPnrn HRPOJlll'' §II TD, 
'ITO 'IDCTO,,rP!/511/l"HPL/P/lbCTB!:I nnr£Pfl 11 BTOPOl1T£1tE­
BOJ1 B/l!ICTHHlR-JlllrEPHh/M fl!IXllHllM(,,BOPRMB 3PKOHE'~ 

'To plug the throat', a punishment of an 'enemy of the people' for 'disrespect' toward the prison authorities 

and the second shadow power in the camp- the pakhans• ('thieves in law': legitimate, authoritative thieves). 

* These legitimate criminals distinguished themselves with their copious tattoos, displaying their history and status. In this drawing 
the criminal holding the hammer has the word MIR tattooed on his hand; an acronym that spells the Russian word for 'peace', but which 
stands for 'Shooting will reform me'. Baldaev exhaustively documented this secret code during his lifetime as a prison guard (see: Danzig 
Baldaev, Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume I, II, III, 2003-2008). 
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,,HHJIHHCKH/i/ KPllHT!!Kl/3Hb n!:ll./KOBOH flH//Oif no PEIUE~ 
HHJO BOPOBCKOR CXOl/KH HTR ru11nr11,,CC!l'IHB/UErocR" 
!lronoBHHKll ( OTCT!:lflHHKll,,BOPOBCKOro 31/KOHR"H,/lPR­
BH.ll!JHll )/POBRHb!X K03Jll/X X03RflCTBEHHOro ,llBOP/l ... 

'The Indian Krant',* the execution of a criminal who became a traitor, a suka,t to the 'thieves' law' by means 

of a hacksaw on the sawhorse in the utilities yards. The criminal was 'sentenced'* by a council of criminal 

'authorities' in the Gulag. 

"" From kranty - finished, done in. 
t suka - 'bitch', a criminal who had sided with the authorities to escape the rigours of the camp (sec page 82). 
t 'Sashka got up from his bunk. He was a young lad, bony, with hollow cheeks and watery blue eyes. Like all of us, his head was shaven. 
At twenty-three he had been jailed several times, and now, as a habitual criminal he had been sent to work in the mines of Kolyma. In 
the Arctic camps, Sashka, like all of those of his kind, refused to work and managed to live from what he stole from the kitchen or from 
the poor meals of his fellow inmates. He didn't earn much as he had to share the 0 fats" and the sugar with the senior thieves. Now he 
£aced judgment for the worst offence in the criminal world: "selling" his brother thieves to the camp administration. For such a crime 
of betrayal there was only one punishment - death.' Michael Solomon, Magadan, 1971. 

137 



0EBEL/f!IDDfll M.fOPhKHR YTBEP)l(l/RR, 'ITU Jl(RJIOCTb !IHH)f(llET l/EROBEKR. 
KOMM!JHHCTbl H !lfODOBHHl(H, KllK 5bl RO/f,TBEP}f{J/RR 3TOT TE3HC,yBEP­
CKH H METOJIH'IHO !IHH'ITO>KRRH JllOl/EH B 31/CTEHKllX Bl/K-fD!J-tf f(BJI 
Hf!IJ//l{E. 0JJHHM H3 PR3Bfl£1/EHHll !lfOJIOBHHKOB B [!J/lllfE 51>/110 H3JIE­
BRTER/JCT80 HRl/ 33KRMH C RPH/r!EHEHHEN PllCKllJJEHHOfO HR DfHEJ/0#/1. .. 

The bard of the Gulag,• Maxim Gorky, argued that pity humiliated man. Communists and criminals, as though 
trying to prove this idea, methodically and brutally exterminated people in the VChK-GPU-NKVD and the Gulag. 
Torture using a red hot crowbar was one of the favourite pastimes of criminal prisoners in the Gulag. 

•This ironic title refers to the 1929 visit by Gorky to the Solovki Special Prison Camp (see page 15). Despite the authorities attempts 
to remove its more disturbing sights, he still witnessed the camp's harsh reality. He claimed his positive report, which described the 
system as 'indispensable', was a result of censorship. His real impressions remain disputed. Jn 1933-34 he edited The White Sea-Baltic 
Canal, a document that extolled the virtues of Gulag labour. 'Gorky's pronouncements, around now, are unrecognisable. He speaks the 
dialect of the regime in a tone of icy triumphalism.' Martin Amis, Koba the Dread, 2002. 
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,,PllCKPOH l/EP£fl!llUKl1;'BPl1r!I HRPOl/11° 311 TO, 'ITO HE,l/118/l/l 
corRllCHR !lrODOBHHK/IM CflHCh/81/Tb HI/ HHX CB0/1 JIHEB­
Hb/E flPOl./EHTbl Bb!P/150TKl1. 

'Splitting open the skull of an enemy of the people', in revenge for his refusal to let the criminals appropriate 

his daily work quota.* 

*Authoritative convicts made their minions write off their work quotas in their favour, or 'appropriated' them. This was a commonplace 
form of 'forced bribery'. 
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HcnonHEHHE,,flPl1rOBOPll no PEIUEHHIO BOPOBCKO­
ro C!l/lll''B HCflPDBHTED/JHD-TP!IJIOBOM JJRrEPE ••• 

8!1CJ108/f.RX CTllJlHHCKHX nnrEPEH r!lll/lrn RPH ROP!ICTHTEJl/JCTBE 111/NHHHCTPlll/HH 5Jl/ITl/PH­
!lronoBHHKH COBEPUJ/IJlH !15HHCT8/l 33KOB: 3REKTPO TOKOM, HO}f(llMH, HI/ BHCEJlHL/E, 0 TP!lfi!IJllf 
ronOBbl, PllCKllllEHHh/H Hll Of HE JlOM BTllJlKHBllJlH 8 311/IHHiil RPO XO/I H T.Jl. MHOrHE !lronoeHHNH 
Hll CBOEN C'IET!I HNERH no 10 .5/IPllHOB "H 50nEE, T.E. !15HThlX J3HOB, B TON 'IHCAE. BPllrOB HllP0/111.:. 

Carrying out a death sentence 'by order of the court of thieves' in a prison camp. 
Writing on the wall: 'We Will Smash Capitalism!'. 

In Stalin's Gulag system 'privileged' criminals murdered other inmates with the collusion of the administration.• 

They electrocuted, stabbed, hanged and decapitated them, inserted red-hot crowbars into the anus, etc. Many 

criminals had ten or more 'sheep', i.e. murdered prisoners, including 'enemies of the people', on their 

conscience. 

• 'Such killings were particularly common in the Gulag following the repeal ol capital punishment for murder by a decree of 26th 
May 1947. This was a deliberate move to cut back the numbers of convicts. I saw and spoke with these killers in corrective labour 
camps in Tuluna, Angara and Irkutsk.,, They would kill the first convict they came across in order to get into prison, they had no 
desire to leave the camps - since there was no one waiting for them outside and they had grown used to imprisonment.' Danzig Baldaev, 
Russian Criminal Tattoo Encyclopaedia Volume II, 2006. 
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nPHBE)/£Hl1£ B 11CflOJIHEHl1E CMEPTHDrO flPl1rDBDPll BOPnMl1. 
-O!ICTb 3Hl/IOT lfYXHbl-BPl/rl1 PYCCKl1X, l/TO Hl/110 OlJlllBnTb no­
Cb/JlKl1 C 3CTOHCK/1!1Cll/lOM11 MEl/OM,,BOPnM B 3RKOHE.':. 

Graffiti on the walls reads: 'Kill Bitches!'; 'Osipov is a cannibal and an old cock'; 'Death to contras'; 'Gunners'; 
'Brigade No.5'; 'Death to coppers'; 'Ku m's a moron and an arsehole'; 'Don't turn your head around when you 
sit down to take a shit'; 'Death to Yids and prison guards'; 'Death to slant-eyed riffraff'; 'The supervisor 
of brigade No.12 is a moron and a thief'; 'Prosecutor lvlev is an arsehole'. 

Thieves carrying out a death sentence.* 

'That'll teach them riffraff, Russian-haters, to give parcels with Estonian ham and honey to legitimate thieves.' 

* 'In one incident in 1951, a thieves' court sentenced a thief called Yurilkin to death. Camp authorities heard of the sentence, and transferred 
Yurilkin, first to another camp, then to a transit prison, then to a third camp in a completely different part of the country. Nevertheless, 
two thieves-in-law finally tracked him down there and murdered him - four years later. They were subsequently tried and executed for 
murder, but even such punishments were not necessarily a deterrent. In 1956, the Soviet prosecutor's office circulated a frustrated note 
complaining that "this criminal formation exists in all Corrective~Labour Camps, and often the decision of the group to murder one or 
another prisoner who is in a different camp is executed in that camp unquestioningly."' Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
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JHEHll/HH 11 l/EBYIUEl<,nBPnroB HllPOl//l,118TllllKHBll/lH 
B HllMEPhl !lf0Jl0BHl1HOB HD 0,1/H!I HO'l/J H 50/IEE ••• 

'IT05bl 6/JIPBRTh !/ )l(EH/l/HH If //EB!/IUE/i',qBP/lrDB H/IPO,,fll," HY)l(Hb/E C.llE/IDB/ITE.l/IO 
HH81/ DOHDJDHHJI ( HP0/1E ,l/ORPOC/13-ii CTEREHH-Rl>ITOK),HX lllJMEIJ//1.1/H B !rlll1E­
P/JI !lrOJlOBHlfKOB, r,l/E OH/1 DD,l/BEPrll//HC/J JBEPCKDN!I r./l!IN.llEllHIQ H rP!l/lllO­
Bb/M /13HllCl1ROBllHHll/t!, DOC/IE I/Ero )f{El'TBhl BROCDEll.CTBHH 'l/ICTO HOH­
'1flnl1 )1{113Hh CllMO!l5HiiCTBO/YI (BEUll!JIHCb,PE3/l./l/1 BEH/J~ E.1111 .1EM.lllO H T.,l/.) ••• 

Female 'enemies of the people' were shoved into cells with criminals and locked there overnight or longer ... 

To make the women and girls who were 'enemies of the people' sign statements conjured up by an NKVD 

interrogator, in addition to undergoing third degree interrogation (torture) they were put in prison cells with 

criminals. There they were brutally gang-raped.* After this, the victims often committed suicide (hanged 
themselves, sliced their veins, swallowed dirt, etc.). 

*Criminals treated women with contempt and 'rape in chorus' (group rape) was a common pastime. They considered prostitution a 
woman's legitimate work, often living from the profits - assuming all women would relish a life spent serving a professional criminal. 
Women were regarded as an exchangeable property; no emotional attachments were permitted toward them. A female thief would be 
expected to obey both the thieves' law and the 'property' law. A criminal's mother was the only woman who received their apparent respect, 
and whose honour was scrupulously defended. But this melodramatic adulation was a hollow affectation, an expression of prison 
sentimentality that helped paint the criminal as a romantic figure in Russian folklore. 
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Subjugation and Punishment 
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311KJJIOl/£HHb!X ,,BP/lrOB HllPOJlll''3n Ml1/!EHU/11£,,803PR­
)1(£HHfl°B H7JI C/1)1(111111 B XOJ!O,QHh!li KllPL/EP,F,l/E CTEHbl 
fib!JIH Cb/Ph/MH H.llH fiPDMEP3UIHMl1 ... 

Graffiti on the walls reads: 'Vorkuga-lnta'; 'Perm'; 'Karalag'; etc. (various geographic names where camps were 
located). 

For the slightest 'objections', the 'enemies of the people' were put in a cold isolation cell. The walls of the cell 

were either damp or completely frozen.* 

• The following description of an isolation cell relates to the experience of a poet. The conditions were documented in 1983, when she 
was serving a seven year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda. 'The worst feature of the SHIZO [isolation cell] is the intense 
cold ... The cell has a wooden floor with gaps between its boards, and underneath, a layer of solid cement, said to be about 40-50 centimetres 
thick. The window has bars but often no glass. In SHIZO prisoners receive food rations only on alternate days. On the "empty" day, they 
are given just bread and a hot drink three times. Light bedding is handed out to them at night and taken away again in the morning, so 
there is nothing they can use to keep warm.' Irina Ratushinskaya, No, I'm Not Afraid, 1986. 
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311,,flPOBHHHOCTh1133K08 8 COJ!OBEl/KOM JIOH B U/1130 Hll fOPE CEKHPHOfi BXPllME 
B03HECEHl1f! 3!1CTl/Mf!JJH,,803HOCHTbCf!!!.C1f//Elb l/llCll/11111 C!ITKllMll Hll 
)f(£P/IO'IKllX (UIECTbl-HllCECTb!).Kro flll/111// OT !/CTl/JIOCTH HRH CHl/,flOl/BEPfl/J/Cf/ 
,,8EC£Jlb/0:1T.E.38EPCKOM!I H3fil1£H/1/011 Ol/EBllHl1/0 RET/111 HlllUE!O. Tl!K/1£ 
Hll!fll3RHl1fl 51>1/11111 B,,K0/11/HJIHPOBKflX'!.. JIP!lrlfX OT/IEflEHfff!X CllOH [U!l-HKBJ/ 

Banner on the wall reads: 'Death to the Counter-revolution!'. 

In the isolation cell of the Solovki Special Prison Camp, in the Church of the Resurrection: prisoners who 

breached internal regulations were forcibly 'resurrected', i.e. they were forced to perch on beams for hours or 

even days. Those who fell off were 'tickled', that is they were severely beaten and a noose was put on their necks. 
Such punishments were also used in other camps of the Solovki prison. 

*The prison was a converted 15th century monastery, its Church of the Resurrection was used by the authorities as an isolation cell. 
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HllKl/3DHHE 33KR 38 HRHll/IEHHE HI/ Hll,l/3HPllTE/l.J1 
01/EBllHllE/tl Hl/Pgl/HHKOB ;/(OPON/JICDO/f HllBhlBOPOT" 

331< ,,KOPO/tfb/C./10 HRB/JIBOPOT 11 B/Jl,l/EP)l(HB/IET ltE 50./IEE 
15-20/tlHH!IT, C flOl/BECKOH H/I KPIOK H/IH BEPEBKE HE 50.QEE S-
1MJ1H!/T H nOBTOPHb/X H/IRll,QEHHH Hll Hll,l/30PCOCTl1B llECOBEPIUn­
ET HH B "TIOP/JME, llH 8 #T.11 ••• 

Punishing a convict for assaulting a guard by handcuffing him 'yoke backwards'. 
Various graffiti on the walls reads: 'Zhorka is a stoolie'; 'Death to coppers'; 'Vaga was here'; etc. 

A prisoner 'yoked backwards' could only bear it for fifteen to twenty minutes. If additionally hung by a rope or 

a hook, no more than five to seven minutes. Following such punishment, he would never repeat the assault in 
prison or in the camp. 
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Cl/EllhJO YHH)l(EHHfl HHTEJJJ7HrEHTll,i1BPnr11 HllPOJ1/l1 c11-
)l(l!DH Hll L/Eflb 11 /lllBfl/lH rll3ETY,,nPl18,lll1:111T/1/()/(£311CTllB­
J!R.f/H OflPllB.llRThCfl 8 fl0C!l/l!l,H3 KOTOPOH OH E/15/1/lllH,l/!I. •• 

Sign on the wall reads: 'Under the wise guidance of the Party, the Soviet people will reach Communism -the 
pinnacle of human happiness!'. The prisoner sits on the newspaper: Pravda. 

To demoralise and humiliate an intellectual 'enemy of the people', he was chained and given a copy of the Pravda 
newspaper. He was also forced to defecate in the same bowl he used to eat his balanda (prison soup of 

minimal nutritional value). 

149 



01/lfH H3 BH,QOB HHHl/31/HHR 33HDB 311 OCD!l/UllHllE-
11 ronocoBl/T/J HI/ CODHQE" HRH 
,, C!IUIHT/J RllDKH::. 

- Hn'ln/lbHHK, nPocrH! XP11croM fioro11 nPOUJ!ll P!IHH !ICT/1./1#. .• 
-On!ICTHT P!INH. nonOCHH O'IEPE,QblO.'CnHUJE/1311nonh/TK!l5E)l(/1Tb •• ~ 
("ro/lOCOBllT!lcrnBH/lH HHOrl/ll11Kl'ECTOl1,"T.E.P!lli'H 8 CTOPOH!I H/I 
!IPOBHE n/1£'1, H/111 HI/ 01/HOll HOrE11tflln/IEH~DO RPHXOTH HOHBOR..~ 

Another type of punishment for disobedience was called 'Voting in the Sun' or 'Drying the Paws'. 

'Forgive me, chief! For Christ's sake! My arms are tired.' 

'If he puts them down, fire a few rounds at him. We'll write it off as an escape attempt.' 

(Occasionally, prisoners were forced to 'Cross Vote', spreading out their arms and holding them at shoulder 
level, or stand on one leg in 'The Crane', depending on the inclination of the guards.) 
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J/O)l(J1Ch! BC Tl/Th! JIO)f(J1Chl BCTl/Th! /lO)l(HCh!. ...... . 
fi BHC BCEX Hll!ll/!I DJ05KT/JDDP.8,QOKH CDBETCK!llDBHllCT/Jf 

Jro 01/UH 113 PncnPOCTP/lHEHHh/X 8111/0B HCTR311Hll.R 33H08-
,,BPllrOB HllP0)//1 11 B HCflPPB/1TE/lbHO (HCTPE6HTE/lbHO) -TP!:l­
/108b!X /lllrEPRX (f/Tfl) r!IJlllrll,,K/lllCTb 311 flPOBHHHOCTbq 
.lllOl/E/it B CHEr, rPJ13b, /l!:l)l(H, T. K. BCE 31/BHCE.RO OT 00/1-
HEiilUErO nPOH3B0/1/I ll/fMH/il1CTP/lL/HH H OXP//Hbl. 

311 HEflOBHHOBEHHE 33KH PllCCTPE/lHBllDHC/J Hll /t'IECTE ••• 

'Down! Up! Down! Up! Down! ... I'll teach you all to love law and order, and Soviet power! 

One of the more common forms of torture for 'enemies of the people' in the corrective (extermination) labour 
camps of the Gulag system- 'dropping down for misdemeanours'. People were forced to lie down on the snow, 

dirt, puddles, etc., depending on the whim of the administration and guards. Those who disobeyed were shot 
on the spot. 
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J/IK/llO'IEHHOro B/JIBO,l/H.lllf .511OXP/IHREH!llO30H!I H 3/ICTllB.llfl./111 
no11 CTP//XOM C/?EPTH 'IEPDllTb BE,l/P0/1 B0,1/!/ H3 01/lltlli /IPOP!l5H{./l!IH­
HH)H B~lllHB/ITb 8 ,l/P!lr!ll(J /IPOP!l5b,P/ICllD/ltllllEHllYIOB tS-PO/"/ET­
PllX OT REPBOH. llPH,,/IBOHHOli /IEPEK/l'IKE II l/EPDll//H BEl/l'DM BOl/!I 
H.3 llPOP!l5H H CP/1.3!1 Bb/llH811/IH B JT!I )!(£ lll'OP!l5b, .J/ll/EP/lll!IB 
llOBTOPHO, HECJIH BOJl!I B BEi/PE H B/JlllHB/l.l!H..8/IP!lr!llD/ll'OP!l5b .. 

'Pumping' - another form of torture. 

The convict was taken outside the guarded zone and forced - under punishment of death - to draw water with 
a bucket from one hole in the ice and pour it out into another hole, fifteen to twenty metres away from the first. 

'Double pumping' involved drawing water out of the first hole and pouring it immediately back into the same 
hole; then drawing water out again, and pouring it out into another hole. 
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3BEPCKOE flPllBHno-,,5£3 nocnEAHEro!" 
(31/fSCEK!IHH flEPE,Q,,COKPllU/EHJ1Ef't:.J 

~----

-HOU/111/11, Hl/ll/IJlbHHH! ,l/OIWI OCTllJlHCh TPOE ,llETEii,)l{EHn,50.llbH/lfl M/ITb ... 
-/IE /ll/Or!J-!7Pl11<n3 Hll'lllllhCTBll! BEJ!EHO 'BPllrOB lt/IP0,1111 HE IJ//1/111Tb! 
( llEKOTOPblE Hl1l/11/lhHHK 11.11/lrE PE 11r!IJJ/1(/11111lt'Ollb/ME,501•505111/P!lrHX CTPOf!KllX C 
l/EllbfOu.COHPllU/EHllJI 'IHC/lll JJHOB"lf 110/lllJITlffl TPYJIOBDH //HCl/H!lDHHbl 88£1111 
3BEPCKOE !lP/1811/10-,, fiE3 JlOC/lE/IHEro," T.E. l'llCCTl'E/llfBl1JlCfl KllJH/lb/H J3K, 
KOTOPh/H CTl1HOBH/ICR llOC/IEJIHH/'1 B CTPOH Pll50l/11X 5Pl1r/l,I/ no RO/l'/llHJIE11llll P/1501!1 
CTllHOBHCb.' 1111 l/IA'HM OfiP/13011 H/1)1(/{b/H ,QEHb !IHHl/10)1(11/IHCb 11/JOC.llE,l/HHE."..) 

The bestial rule of 'minus the last one'. Fifteen seconds before 'reduction'. 

'Please chief! Spare me! I have three kids, a wife and a sick mother at home.' 
'I can't. I have orders not to spare the lives of enemies of the people.' 
Some wardens of the Gulag camps in Kolyma, construction sites Nos. 501-505, and some others, in order to 

'reduce the number of prisoners' and to improve work discipline, introduced a bestial rule they called 'minus 

the last one'. The prisoners who were last to line up after the 'Line up for work!' command were shot. Every 

day the 'last' prisoner was killed. 
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B C!lOH C f0Ph!CEKHPHOl1CRYCKllllH3JKOB, RPHBJ!JllHH/JIX K 
5PEBH!l,f!.qllECTHl11/E B !_~5 CTYREHE!f.JIECTHH//!I Hll3b/Bll/IH: 

11 fOlfOBOl1,,,MOROTHflKOH, 11JIECTHl1l/Ell CMEPT/1, ,,l/OP(J_(OH B 
Pnn:' )/(f PTBllHJ1 CTllHOBHJ!HCb Ofibll/HO 31/K/llO'IEHHb/E 
l13uKfl/ICCOBblX BPllfOB: 8KOHl/E Cff!ICKll 11X TE/111 nPEBPll­
U/llllHCb B KPOBllBOE /1£Cl1BO ... 

In the Solovki Special Prison Camp (SLON), prisoners were tied to a heavy log and thrown down the 365 stairs 
of the Sekirnaya Mound. The stairs had different nicknames, such as: 'The Year-Long Stairs', 'The Thresher', 
'The Stairs of Death' and 'The Road to Heaven'. The victims of the stairs were usually 'class enemy' convicts. 

By the time the victims reached the bottom, their bodies had turned into a bloody, unrecognisable pulp. 
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H11K11311HHE 33Kll 311HEnoBHHOBEHHE11 Hllflll,llE­
HHE HR Pl/50THHRll lll/MlfHHCTPlll./HH RllrEP.R ••• 

B !l'IPDKl/EHl1RX f!/11/lfn 3/lHHHJ'IEHHblE no,QBEPrll/IH.Cb mECTO'lllH­
IUl1M HllH/1311HHRl1311 Hllfl/l,QEHHE HI! Pl150THl11(08 Hlll,conPOTl18Jl£H-
11E PE)!(lf/1!1 COl/EP)l(llHl1!1, OTHl13 OT Pl150Tbf,Bn/IOTh /10 PllCCTPE/111 
11/lH !IMEPUfB/lEHHR ro/lO,QOM 8/UH30(1UTPll'PH0/11130/IJITOPE) ••• 

Punishment of a convict for disobedience or an assault on the prison authorities. 

In the Gulag penal institutions, prisoners were punished severely for assaults on prison authorities or other 

employees, disobedience, or refusal to work. Punishments varied, but ranged all the way up to execution or forced 
starvation to death in the SHIZO (isolation cells). 
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P11ccrP£n P11sorH11x111111 Hlll r!IJ1/lr11,,BP11roa 
HRPO,QR,/1305RHl/EHHb!X B 'PlllUHCTCKON 3DrDBOPE.: 

B 1Jl//-45r r. P!IHOBO/IHTEf/H HT/I f!l/lllfll,fiORCI> non/I CTI> NII tfJPOHT, Cf/11//H BllKB)I 
CCCP 'Pllfl/JCH'PHl/11P08/IHHhlE ,l/OHECEHHJ! ONPllCKPl>ITHH H.llllKBH/1111/HH 3/ll0-
60P08 BPlllOB HllPO,Qll, "KOTOP/JIE Rl>ITll/!HC/J: f P/l.30P!l)/(HT/J H !15HTI> OXPllH!I 
H llJ//t!HHHCTPlll/HJOlfl//.2.3/IXBllTHT/J TPllHCHOPT H HPOP8/IT/JCR Hll COEl/llHE­
HHE C '1'11/UHCTllNH.3. 83P/JIBllT/J 31180)/hl If '1'115PHHH, CH/15Hlll/QIQHE 'PPOHT. "1. 
>KEl//J nP0)/080.DhCTBEHHblE CK/111//hl. 5.!IHH'IT0)!(/111> Hf.I/. H!ITH. NOCT/Jl,HO KOTO­
Ph/M CH/15)/(RJOTCR BOllCHll 'PPOHTOB.li.BECTH /iOH B T/Jl//!I CCC!!l!IHTll.11111!15£)1( ... 

Execution by firing squad of the 'enemies of the people' exposed as 'fascist plotters' by Gulag guards. 

Between 1941and1945 [when the USSR was fighting the Second World War], the authorities of the Gulag prison 
camp, afraid of being sent to the front line, sent falsified reports to the NKVD. They claimed to have 'exposed 
and stopped conspiracies undertaken by enemies of the people' who had attempted the following actions: l. 
To disarm and kill the guards and the prison administration. 2. To capture transportation and break through 

to join the fascist forces. 3. To blow up plants and factories that produced supplies for the Soviet Army. 4. To 
burn down food supply warehouses. 5. To destroy railroads and bridges, used to deliver supplies to the soldiers 

at the front line. 6. To engage in warfare on the home front of the USSR. 7. To escape abroad, etc. 
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!f ronOBHl1K-fiPl1fn1JHP,,BOCflJ1Tb/BRET 1'HHTEJlfllf[£HTOB ... 

_;fl 81/C,flPO'PECCOPOB, 11KllJ1EMJ1K08118CRKJ1X J1HT£/l/IH­
rEHTJ1KOB;;flPJ11/!IPKOB1'flll!l'l!I BKl!nh/Bf/Tb B 30HE! 5!11/E­
T£ l/Enl!Tb no TP/1 HOPMbt! ••• BCEX r1111oa 3f//10'1!1! ••. 

A foreman convict 'teaches' the intellectuals. 

'I'll teach you professors, academics and other eggheads how to sweat your guts out in prison! You're gonna 

be doing three quotas a day! I'll kill all you bastards!' 

• Most intellectuals were 'political' prisoners sentenced under Article 58 (see page 81). Officially they were forbidden to occupy 
'trustee' positions where their abilities might be put to some use; instead they were made to do physical work. They had to rapidly adapt 
to survive or the camp system would quickly crush them. 
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P11cnPDCTPllHEHH/JIH BH,QHllHABllHHR B F!l/11/!E 
311 NllP!lllJ&HHE PE)f(HHll-;,HAHOU/K!I (KOHllPll,FH!ICll)::_ 

Hl/l./RJlbCTBO H OXPl/HI/ 111/rEPEil .311 HE8blfl0/IHEHHE HOP/II/bl Bb/P/!50TKH 
11 OCR!IUJllHHE 33K08 11BP/lrOB HflP0/111" flPl1 l!KTl1811011 !l'll!CT/111 BEP­
Hb/X CBOHX ROl10U/HHK08 !lrO/l08HHKOB-!IPOK P/13/IEBll.RH )1(£PT8bl 
poro111111 flPH8R3b/Bll/lH K /IEPEBb/IM. 311 HECKOlll>KO I/I/COB .11/Dj/H TE­
PR/l/1 !1HOrO KPOBH, TEii/i HX PllCR!IXRJIH Jf l/llCTO HllCT!IHll/lll C/1EPTb ••• 

A widespread punishment in the Gulag for breaching internal prison regulations was called 'Gnat Bait' (also 
'Mosquito Bait', 'Midge Bait'). 

For failure to meet labour quotas and for disobedience, the prison authorities and guards, with the help from 

their loyal assistants - the urkas, stripped the 'enemies of the people' naked and tied them to trees. In a matter 
of hours the victims lost a great deal of blood. Their bodies swelled up, and the outcome was often death. 
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If EKOTOPh/£ #3!/BEPhl f!l/l/lfll B fOl/hl HY/lhTll,Plll/H 
noTEXH.)l(EHU/HH 1131(0/ITHHrEHTR,,BP/lfOB HllPO,Qll" 
311,,flPOBHHHOCThu Cn)l(n/IH Hll MYPllBEHHl1Kl1 •.. 

110/10)/h/X )1(£Hll/Hlf OTKllJllBUIHXC'Jl Sb/Tb /ll050811Hl/llMH Pll/llll/EH l!l/l/1/11, 
ClllKll/lH Hll M!IPllBEHllHHH. flPHIJR31>1Bll/lH K /IE PEB/JRM,flll K0/11/P/JI H 
11!/PllBhlf.0/fllOr,//ll BO BJJllrll/IH/J/E BCTllB/lfl/lH f'llCTHTE/lblf!llO TP!/5/(!1-
//!l/IR!I H/lll 5EPECT!7; CBf Pll!IT!llO TP~5KOH l/llR BXOlll111!1f'PB/JJ111, fl/1110-
rn nPH8113b/8/l/1H f'/ICn.11/lK!l.'lllCTOnll/lll'fll/1no11orll/lH3J'IKl1-BOPOBRll ••. 

During the cult of personality, some sadistic guards, for their own entertainment, put women 'enemies of 
the people' on ant hills for 'infractions'. 

Young women who refused to be the concubines of the Gulag executioners were put on ant hills and tied to a 

tree. Sometimes, a tube made out of birch bark or another kind of hollow tube, was inserted into the vagina so 

the ants could crawl inside. The legs were fixed with a pole. Female criminals often assisted the guards. 
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Escapees and Deniers 
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flOJJRBREHHE n11rEPHoro 5YHTll 31/K/lJOl./EHHblX BA 

C RPJ113030M B HlR fYAl/{11 fib/811/HX 'PPOHTOBHKOB 2fi HHPOIJ 
H3 311nllJ1HOfl EBPOflbl,!11./llCTHRJfCh RllrEPHh/E 5!/HThl H3-3R. 
l/Hlf. 5!1HThl 33K08 ROJlllBRRRHCh )l(ECTOl./llHIDHM/1 /t/EPllMH. 
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~!ITPEHHHMH BOHClfllMH 118,Q 11Tl/HKllMH.194'1 t: ... 

rJJ1 aoRH1>1,nAEHEHH/JIX H JIEDOPTHPOBRHHhlX rPRHf/lllH CCCP 
,BEPCKoro OTHOUIEHHR K 39KllM co CTOPOHl>I A,l//t'/HHHCTPll-

The suppression of a revolt in the camp using internal troops of the MVD and tanks.* 1947. 

After the Second World War, many soldiers, POWs and citizens of the USSR were deported from Europe and 

sent to the Gulag camps. The number of prison revolts due to the inhumane practises of the administration 

toward prisoners increased. The revolts were suppressed with brute force. 

• 'The sociology of the political prisoners had also undergone changes: the place of a large percentage of the meek victims of the Great 
Terror was taken by yesterday's tough soldiers and by people from the recently annexed territories. The loyal supporters of the regime 
still remaining behind barbed wire were now outnumbered by active non-conformers ... Strikes broke out in many camps, often leading 
to rebellions; they were brutally suppressed, sometime~ with the use of tanks, though "diplomacy" was resorted to in moderate cases 
(Filshtinsky 1994).' Leona Toker,Returnfrom the Archipelago, 2000. 
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11/IK#J/lllllEDEl/IEl/O/JnOC/IE P03b/CJ(ll, 3.41/EP)l(/IHH/!. I/PH OKP8/IHHH HPJ/EffUJErO CORPOTHIJJlEHHR E/JBP HE P/1301/PllHHb/£ P03b/CKH0/1 
C05/IKO!t 5EfJIEl/bl l/05HBPRHCb OXPPHOll. 'IT05bl HE B03HTbCR C TP!IR/INH H Hf JIOCT/IBJ!RT/J !1511Th/X B J!PrEPb, KHCTff P!IK !I H/1X 
OTPE3/1Jl/1C/J l/llfl JlllKTll.JlOCKO!lHPOBllHHR H CRllCllH/1fl !/511T/J/X 8 HlH f!IJ!Rf /I_ {,.UJ!/THHKH' HHOf,l/11 OTPEJ///111 !111111) 

Punishment of escapees after they were found and caught. If they showed the least bit of resistance, escapees, 
nearly torn to shreds by dogs, were finished off by the guards. So they didn't have to bring the bodies back to 

the prison camp, the guards cut off the dead escapees' hands for fingerprinting and for writing them off at the 
Gulag•. (Some 'jokers' often cut off the escapees' ears.) 

"' Varlam Shalamov describes how a Corporal Postnikov ambushed and killed an escaped convict, six miles from the mine at Arklagla: 
'Postnikov took an axe and chopped off both hands at the wrist so that bookkeeping could take fingerprints. He put the hands in his pouch 
and set off home to write up the latest report on a successful hunt ... That night the dead man got up and with the bloody stumps of his 
forearms pressed to his chest somehow reached the tent in which the convict-labourers lived. His pale face drained of blood, he stood 
at the doorway and peered in with unusually blue, crazed eyes. Bent double and leaning against the doorframe, he glared from under 
lowered brows and groaned. He was shaking terribly. Black blood spotted his quilted jacket, his pants, and his rubber boots. He was given 
some hot soup, and his terrible wrists were wrapped in rags. Fellow prisoners started to take him to the first-aid station but Corporal 
Postnikov himself, along with some soldiers, came running from the hut that served as the outpost. The soldiers took the man off somewhere 
- but not to the hospital or the first-aid station. l never heard anything more of the prisoner with the chopped-off hands.' Varlam Shalamov, 
Kolyma Tales, 1980. 
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-Tht, 'IEPHO)l(OOHK,Jf TIJ/,MOP/111 )f(J1l/OBCKl/JI, CP!l511TE BON TE K!ICTo/f... 
-Hll'll/R/JHHK,BEl/6 3/lCTPERJllDh'!aro )f(E 3R 'l'RR)l(l<l/M/1.SOHb/ ••• 
KRK TOR/JKO 33KH 86/XO/IHRH .Sil OXPllHJIEM!l/O 30H!l,Pll3/lll811.RllCh KONllH/111u5PHFlll/fl,00)1(J1Cb!," 
H COHHblu5ff.REl{08°fl0 !ICTl/8!1 !18/I flPOO/lfBllRll llBTONRTHllR O'IEP£/lb ••• flP£MlfR-'10 P!J60Eii 

'Hey you, black-arse, and you, yid! Go and chop down those bushes over there!' 
'But, chief, you're going to shoot us! It's outside the flagged zone.' 
As soon as the prisoners strolled beyond guarded territory, the guards commanded, 'Brigade, get down!' and 
a burst of machine-gun fire hit the backs of the 'escapees', in accordance with the regulations of the MVD.* 

The bonus was forty rubles. 

• 'I was working with Rybakov, who was gathering berries in a tin can during the rest periods, and whenever Seroshapka [the guard] 
looked the other way. If Rybakov could manage to fill the can, the guards' cook would give him some bread. Rybakov's undertaking began 
to assume major dimensions ... While working and gathering berries, we had approached the border of the forbidden 'zone', without 
even noticing it. The markers were hanging right over our heads ... Ahead, however, were hummocks of sweet-brier, cowberry, and 
blueberry ... Rybakov pointed at his can, not yet full, and at the sun, slowly setting on the horizon. Slowly he crept toward the enchanted 

berries. I heard the dry crack of a shot, and Rybakov fell face down among the hummocks. Seroshapka waved his rifle and shouted: "Leave 
him there, don't go near him." Seroshapka cocked his rifle and shot in the air. We knew what this second shot meant. Seroshapka also 
knew. There were supposed to be two shots - the first one a warning.' Varlam Shalamov, Kolyma Tales, 1980. 
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JIOCTllBKll Ufil1TOr0,1.BPRFll HI/POI/II" RPH ROfiErE B 
lfTR F9JIHF11 rP!IOODH 3/lKD/01/EHH/JIX DOI/ KOHBDEN. •• 

HHOrAll !16HTOrO fl05PJ130CTJ1 OT HT!/ fi£[Jl£l/ll l/ENOHCTPllTHBHO HEC­
P/18 .30H!I HR UIECTE OHEP/111) KAI( HR.611Hl111Jll1 KOC!l/llO Hll fiORPCKOH 
OXOTE, 'ITO flPOH380l/HllO HR .JllK/llO'IEHHh/X !l,l/P!ll./lllOU/11H 9'P'l'EKT. 
!I !15HTOrO fiEr.llEL/1181/11/111 OT HT/l OTPE311Jll1 J<HCTH P!IK ll.,Rfl ,l/flKTl1-

.nocHOflHP08flHl151HCflHCl1Hl1JI381(/1. TP!ln OCTllB.RRllH B . TllHrE,TYll/IPE ••• 

An 'enemy of the people', killed after trying to escape, is delivered back to the Gulag prison camp by a group 
of convicts and guards. 

Occasionally, when an escapee was killed close to the prison, his body was demonstratively brought back into 
the camp on a stick, like a wild boar or a deer after a hunt. The spectacle was very dispiriting for the prisoners. 
If an escapee was killed far away from the camp, his hands were cut off for fingerprinting and writing off. The 
body was left out in the taiga or tundra. 
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!/5HHCTBO !IFO/IOBHl1KON,,51Jl'IKllfJPH D05EFE H3 JITJI. •• 

!/ronOBHHHH DPH D05Er/IX HJJlll/ll>HHX CEBEPHb/X Jl/lrEPEH r!l.111///I 
CMllHHBllJIH C C050H (HJ-JI/ HEBOJNOHfHOCTH J/111/ICTHCb llPD,//!IK Tll-
11118 !ICDOBHRX HT/I) ,l/P!lrl1X 33K08, KOTOPh/X !1511811./111 B R!ITl1. 

TnKHE HfEPTBbl RIO,l/OE/ICTBR HI/ !lrOHOBHOM )l(llPrOllE fl/13b/8fl­
n11co,,fibll/KRMl't'CKO/lbKO C'DEl/EHO TRKHX,,51>/l/K08,"llEJ138ECTHO ... 

A criminal kills a 'calf' during a prison escape. 

Because they could not store food while in prison, criminals in remote northern prison camps of the Gulag• 
would coax another inmate to run away with them.t They then killed them in the taiga. The slang word for these 
victims of cannibalism was bychok ('calf'). It is impossible to say for certain how many 'calves' were eaten. 

*The remoteness of the Kolyma region took on mystical status among its inmates, who referred to it as the 'planet'. 'Kolyma, Kolyma 
I Wonderful planet! I Thelve months of winter, I The rest summer.': Kolyma prisoners' song. 
t 'When you have a huge community of people who dream of nothing but escape, it is inevitable that every possible means of doing so 
will be discussed. A "walking supply" is, in fact, a fat prisoner. If you have to, you can kill him and eat him. And until you need him, he 
is carrying the "food" himself.' Edward Buca, VOrkuta, 1976. 
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CnY'IRH B nnRKRTHoft XYl/O}l(ECTBEHHou Mil~ 

;~ ;.f 
'f.'i 
I; 

-Bbl l/T0,3R 3TY MR3HIO flYnlO B nos 3RXOTEnH?/... • 
-rPR)l(IJRHHH MAHOP, Mb/ HE BHHOBRTbll Kro-ro HOl/b/O 3R6PRnCH BHllCTEPCK!l/O H BnHC/l/1STH6!1K8hl/f ••• 

An incident in the art shop of the Dalstroy* Gulag prison camp. 1949. 
Vertical signs on the left read (incomplete): 'The MVD is the Guardian of Public Order in[ ... ]'; 'The Gulag is 
the Foundation of[ ... ]'; Socialist[ ... ]'. Vertical signs on the right read (incomplete): 'Enemies of the USSR!'; 
'VKP(b)!'. Verse on the poster on the right reads: 'Shut up, Europe /You total fool!/ Comrade Murlot /Is laughing 
at you./ Fat-bestial,*/ Narrow-minded./ Europeans,/ On what did you spread your powdery pollen? V. 
Mayakovsky'. Horizontal signs read (top to bottom): 'Long Live Communism - the Bright Future of All 
Humanity'; 'One of the Testaments of the Great Leader of the Proletariat was: Suffer, Suffer, and Suffer 
Again. V. I. Lenin'. [Note: The original quote by Lenin was 'Study, study, and study again.' The word uchitsya (to study) 
has been altered by adding the letter m and a stress mark, so it reads muchitsya (to suffer). 'May the Great 
Revolutionary Teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin Live Forever!'.§ 

'.Are you out of your mind? Do you want a bullet in the forehead for this rubbish?' 

'Comrade Major, it's not our fault! Someone crept into the shop and added those M's.' 
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* Dalstroy (the Far North Construction Trust) was created by the NKVD to oversee the development of an infrastructure to support gold 
mining activities in the Kolyma region. During its lifespan (1932-1953) Dalstroy established around eighty Gulag camps for this 
purpose. 
t The lines are from the poem The Movie Fad (Kinopovetrie) by Vladimir Mayakovsky. Some words have been altered, however. The 
'Comrade Charlot' of the original (Charlie Chaplin's eponymous character in The Tramp (1915), was known as Charlot in many 
European countries) has been altered to read 'Comrade Murlo', i.e. 'Comrade Ugly Face'. 
t Another alteration of the text. The original poem uses the wordzhimozhivotye (fat-belly); here the letter n has been added so it reads 
zhimozhivotnye (fat-bestial). 
§ Propaganda was a part of everyday Soviet life, ubiquitous in film, radio, posters, placards and wall-papers (paper was in short supply 
so sheet versions of newspapers were pasted onto walls). The authorities found more unusual places to locate their slogans. Carved into 
rock in Magadan: 'Glory to Stalin, the Greatest Genius of Mankind', 'Glory to Stalin the Best Friend of the Workers and Peasants', etc. 
Also recently discovered through Google Earth, a 600 metre long message 'celebrating' Lenin's anniversary: 'Lenin 100 Years'. Made 
in 1970 by felling timber in a Siberian forest, the trees left standing form the letters. Only visible from the sky, it has been suggested it 
was 'constructed' specifically for American spy satellites. 
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H11cHJJhCTBEHHO..£ KOPMJJEHHE 3RKJJHJl/£HHoro,osoRBHBtuEro rono,qoa­
K!I flJITRTE/lhHOJI CMECbHJ l/EPE3 H03/IPIO ••. 
00 3RKOHRM COBETCKOrO r!:IMflHJ13!1R fl!ICKRTh fl!l/llO 8 3/lTh//101< 
MO)f(HO TOJlbKO 3/IOPOBOI! )f(EPTBE C TEMflEPRT!IPOf/ TEJTR 36,6 -3l~. 

Force-feeding a prisoner on a hunger strike" with a nutrient solution through the nostril. 

According to the most 'humane' Soviet laws, only a healthy individual with a body temperature of 36.6° to 

37° C could be shot in the head. 

* 'For the first few days, no one takes a blind bit of notice. Then, after several days - sometimes as many as ten or twelve - they transfer 
you to a special cell set aside for such people, and start to feed you artificially, through a pipe. It is useless to resist, for whatever you do 
they twist your arms behind your back and handcuff you. This procedure is usually carried out in the camps even more brutally than in 
remand prison - by the time you've been force-fed once or twice you are often minus your teeth .. .' Anatoly Marchenko, My Testimony, 
1969. Marchenko died in prison in 1986 following complications after an extended hunger strike. 
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- 311TRHH-Kll MOIO K!IJ/h TIO, HR PBllH!J 8 C/IH'lllCTb Hll flEPEBR 3K!I!. •• 
!:lfOROBHHKH, '1110/E BOPhl, 'IT05hl 1135/lBHTbCR OT TRHfEJlb/X 
050/HX P/150T, OTP!l5/IRl1 CE5E flllRbl/bl, KHCTb P!IKH, rJ!OT/IRH /IO)f(J(Jf, 
f803JIH HT.l[.,8HTJI f!l/lllfR HX H/13/J/BRRH0 Cl//rfOPU5,°/11lCTb!PU/J1KHT.lf. 

'Bind up my stump real tight now, and I'm going to run to the hospital to have it dressed.' 
To avoid hard labour, criminals, usually thieves, often cut off their own fingers or hands,• swallowed spoons or 
nails, etc.t They were called samorubs (self cutters) or mastyrshchiks (maimers) in the Gulag prison camps. 

• 'One prisoner tells the story of a thief who cut off four fingers of his left hand. Instead of being sent to an invalid camp, however, the 
invalid was made to sit in the snow and watch as others worked. Forbidden to move around, on pain of being shot for attempted escape, 
"very soon he himself requested a shovel and, moving it like a crutch, with his surviving hand, poked at the frozen earth, crying and 
swearing."' Anne Applebaum, Gulag: A History, 2003. 
t 'I have many times witnessed some of the most fantastic incidences of self-mutilation. I have seen convicts swallow huge numbers of 
nails and barbed wire; I have seen them swallow mercury thermometers, pewter tureens (after first breaking them up into "edible" 
proportions), chess pieces, dominoes, needles, ground glass, spoons, knives and many other similar objects; I have seen convicts sew 
up their mouths or eyes with thread or wire; sew rows of buttons to their bodies; or nail testicles to a bed, swallow a nail bent like a hook, 
and then attach this hook to a door by way of a thread so the door cannot be opened without pulling the "fish" inside out. I have seen 
convicts cut open the skin on their arms and legs and peel it off as if it were a stocking ... or cover themselves with paper and set fire 
to themselves; or cut off their fingers, or their nose, or ears, or penis ... ' Edward Kuznetsov, Prison Diaries, 1975. 
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The Country Becomes a Gulag 
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{OROl/-Jll06HMOE JlETHl/IE H BE'IHb/H CflYTHHKKRCC 

819JO.-J3rr. KO/lfH!IHHCTbl 8 50Pb5E C,j(RllCCOBb/M 8PllfOM"c03/lllRH HCK!ICCTBEHHblR ronon Hll !IKPllHHE, B5EROP!ICCHH, 
K113/IXCTllHE,CH5HPH H /IP.PEfHOH/IX fl!ITEM nonHoro Bb/80311 XRE5R. KP!lflbl, HllCR/l, CKOTll HT.ll.CflPHMEHEHHEM 
BOHCK rD!/-JlJIR flPOll/IH<H 311 f PllHHl/!l.HllPOl/!I CTPllHbl 3Tll KOH'l'HCKlll/HR CTOHRR 12-~HHRRHOHOB JKH3HEH ... 

Famine - dearest child and companion of the Communist Party. 

Between 1930 and 1933, the Communists artificially created a great famine in Ukraine, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan, 

Siberia, and other regions, in order to fight the 'class enemy'. They used GPU troops to take bread, grain, butter 
and cattle by force, and then sold the goods abroad.• This expropriation cost the lives of twelve to thirteen million 
ordinary people.t§ 

•The grain confiscation and its subsequent export was vital for the Soviet Union. The hard currency generated by its sale was used to 
buy machinery essential for the compulsive collectivization of the country. 
t Although it is impossible to gauge the death toll of this famine accurately, modern sources set the figure between six to eight million. 
§ 'In the morning horses pulled flat-top carts through the city and the corpses of those who had died in the night were collected. I saw 
one such flat-top cart with children lying on it. They were just as I have described them, thin, elongated faces, like those of dead birds, 
with sharp beaks. These tiny birds had flown into Kiev and what good had it done them? Some of them were still muttering, and their 
heads still turning. I asked the driver about them, and he just waved his hands and said: 'By the time they get where they are being taken 
they will be silent too.' Vasily Grossman, Forever Flowing, 1972, (quoted by: Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet 
Collectivization and the Terror-Famine, 1986). 
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,,CllHHT/IPH/JIH OTCTPEJ11'p/lfiOTHHKllNJ111/f BJ/ RllPTlf H­
H/JIX H /IP. Kll//POB HRQHOHllJ//JH/JIX PECD!lfi/IHH CCCI!.. 

8 TOI/bl CTRDHHH3MR flEPHOl/Hl/ECKH flPOH380,QHRHCb, C l/ERhlO 
flPO'PHRllKTHKH B03HHKHOBEHHR HllL/HOHllRbHOro RPllBOC03HllHHR !I 
HEP!ICCKl1X HI/POI/OB, 8hl60POl./Hb/E PRCCTPEDhl flRPTHHHblX, COBETCKHX, 
X03Hf/CTBEHHblX H TBOP'IECKHX PR50THHK08 no KOHllH)/f H3 l/EHTPll;lf 
Jlll>l<E CflYCKRDHCb Pll3HllPR,l/KH HR l<ODH'IECTBDuronos:' fl01/06HO 
oxo Tlfl1'1b/1M RHl/EH3Hf1M HI/ OTC TPE.R 38£PEH no BHJ/llM-ROCE/1, 
Cllifrl/KOB, Kll6RH08, llPXRPOB, ME,l/8£,l/Ef/'H 7.1/. 

The 'sanitary shootings' of Party members and other executives of the USSR republics by the NKVD. 

During the Stalin era targeted executions were carried out by order of the Centre, in order to discourage 
aspirations of national identity and rights among non-Russians. Victims included Party members, Soviet 

employees, economic organisations, and artists. Sometimes an order would include a required number of 'head,' 
similar to a hunting license for killing different animals: elk, saigas, boars, wild rams, bears, etc. 
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1941/r. llPECT 11 OTflPRBK/18 [!/Jlllf,,RPEl/ATERE/f!!.'f'p, . 

-811/UH ,[/El/hi, 5115!1/UKH, 5PllTbfl, CECTPh!, )l(EHhl, I/ETH J1 ,QP!lrHE POl/CTBEHHJ1KJ1, 
POl/HHhl H CTllPIUEro 5PllTll-BERHKOro l'!ICC!(OfO HllP0/111 I 0PHK/13h!Bill0 Cl/llTh RH'li 
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t/TOBHKOB: KllAM/JIKOB,HHrUUJE#, 'IE'IEH H JlP!lrHX. .. 

. . 
r.n!l50KOM Tbl.11!1 HllUJER KPllCHOii llPMHH BCTll.llH HI/ n!ITh flPElfl/TE.llEH COBETCKOll 
IE OP!l)l(J1£, OP/JEHll H ME/111.1111/ ff PH COflPOTHB/lEHHH 5!1/IETE PllCCTPE/lf!Hhl Hll MECTE! 

1944. The arrest and deportation to the Gulag of the 'traitor' soldiers of the Second World War: Kalmyks, 
lngushes, Chechens and others. 
The sign reads: 'Warsaw 500 km'. 

'Your grandfathers, grandmothers, sisters, wives, children and other relatives on the home front of the Red 
Army started down the path of traitors of the Soviet Motherland and its older brother - the great Soviet people! 

I hereby command you to lay down your guns, decorations and medals! If you resist arrest you will be shot dead 

on the spot.' 
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80EHJ13Jf POBnHHOE fl0/IPll31/EHEHHE H333KOB [!/JJl/rn ••• 

fl£ PEI/. BOHHOif 8 t939-10rr. no !IH/13/IHHIO ll.CTllRHH!l,ll5EPHJ1 Ct/'OP/lfHPOB/1.11 HS 
33Hf!.8 6-7 HP!lflHh!X 80EHH3HP081/HHb/X COE/IHHEHlfif; H070Ph/£ HOCJ!E HPl1T­
HOH no,qroroBHH 8 CffE/,/HllRbH/JIX RllrEPRX CH5HPH 11!/Pll.llll(BOOPYJKEHHh/e 
TO.llbHO CTPERHOBblfrl OP!IJHHG/t'l}CNPol7HO 5bl.llH RO/ITRH!/T/JI /{ 3/IRR/IH6/M rPll­
HHl/llM. aro 6bl/7H COEl/HHEHHR ffEPBOrO !1/fllP/l (,,Q!IU/E'IHOE /l'IRCDi C ROl/P/13/IE· 
REHHRMH TRHHOJIECllHTHHHOB Hll 5T-7,5T-8 C 45/11/l'I Q!l/UN/INH H llBHllL/HOHHb//11H 
MOTOPllMH (TllHHH r11n11,,HPHCTH~PR38HBRIOIQHMH CKOPOCTb Hll XOPO/UHX /IOPO­
r11x 110110 KM 8'{/IC.B1941r. B REPB/Jlli MECRJ/ BOlfHbl 3TH. 80EHH3HP08/IHH61E 
COE,QHHEHHR H3 J3H08 r!IJ1/lr11 fibl/lH Pll3rPOMJ7EHb/ H (!/!EHEHbl HEMEl/KO­
'Pll/UHCTCHHMH 80/iCHllM/1, T.H. HE MOrn11 OH/18/lTb CEP6E3Horo conPOTHB/!E­
f/Hfl HS-311 R/70.KOrO BOOP!llHEHHR H C/71150/it 60E80H no,QrOTOBH/1 ••• 

An armed unit made up of Gulag convicts. 

By the order of Joseph Stalin, in 1939 and 1940, right before the start of the Second World War, Lavrenty Beria 
formed six or seven large armed units made up of prisoners. After brief training at specialised boot camps in 

Siberia and the Urals, armed only with rifles and handguns, they were secretly transported to the western borders 
of the USSR. These were the 'first hit' units - cannon fodder - sent before the regiments on diesel engined 

BT-7 and BT-8 tanks with 45 mm cannons (based on the Christie tank). The tanks were very mobile and could 

reach speeds of 110 km/h on a good road surface. In 1941, during the first month of the war, these armed units 

of Gulag convicts were defeated and taken as prisoners of war by the German forces. They were unable to put 
up any real resistance due to poor training and insufficient armaments. 
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H3fHTJIEPOBCKOro DJJ,n B CrnnHHCK/1H COl/lfll.RJ1CT/1'1ECKHH Pl/fl. .. 
-Bile flPHBE3RH B HllUI ruHnr KllK nPEJlnTEnEll PO/lHHb/! Bo! BCE noc­
llE PllHEHl1JI nonnll/1 B ODEH B 1941 TOI/!:!! BMECTO 50Ph5bl ,QO noc­
flEIJHEro 83/lOXl/ 11 Knnn11 KPOBJ1 OTCJl)f{JIBllJlHCb HD Cb/T/JIX HE­
MEL/KO-'l'D/UHCTCKHX nnilKllX B 5!1XEHB/1Dh/IE. OCBEHl/HME,l/llXll!lf 
Bbl BCE CBOEH TP!ICOCTblO OD030PHJIH HDUIY KPnCH!llDllPMHIO ... 

From Hitler's hell to Stalin's socialist heaven. 

'You were brought to the Gulag because you are traitors to the Motherland. You were all taken prisoner of war 
after you were wounded in 1941. • Instead of fighting to the last drop of blood, to the last breath, you were fattening 

yourself up on nutritious German Fascist rations in Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Dachau! With your cowardice, 
you have shamed our Red Amy!'t 

• Prisoners of war who returned to Russia after the Second World War were viewed as traitors. They were transported directly to the Gulag 
and handed long sentences for their supposed cowardice. 
t Baldaev has ironically given the camp commander the characteristics of Leon Trotsky- founder and commander of the Red Army. One 
of the original leaders of the October Revolution of 1917, he was murdered in exile in 1940. Under orders from Stalin, a KGB agent fatally 
wounded him with an ice axe. 
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-H!I J1)f(J18!J'llf3TJ1 Hlll/HOHllRHCTh/, TPH HEl/EJIH BEJEM,11 !13THX l/!IXO­
HOK EIDE HX U/EHKH H<HBb!EIKRK KOH'IHTCfl HXH<PllTBD.BCEJ/!15/l l/lll/YT. .. 

11Hlll/HOHllJJHCTllMU85h!JJH: 3CTOHL/b/,JJJ1TOBl./b/,Jll/Th/IU/1,!IKPl/11HL/h/, 
C/EL/EHh/,KllflMh/KH,HEM[Jbl ... 11 Pll3Hh/E flPOl/HE HEP!ICCK/1£ ... 

'Damn nationals just wouldn't die. We've been transporting them for three weeks now, and even their little bastards 
are still alive! But that's okay. Once they run out of food, they're all going to kick the bucket.' 
The 'nationals' were Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Ukrainians, Chechens, Kalmyks, Germans and various 
other non-Russians. 
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B fOl/bl HYHbTD TIOPE/1Hb/E KllMEPhl C 11 BPl1FllMH 
HDPOJ/ll 11 fib/RH fl0,!J05Hhl CE/lb,Q.RHh!M 50lf Hll/1 ••• 

llPECTOBRHHblE fihl/111Bh/H!J)l(JIEHbl01,Qb/XRTh ( cnnTb) no 01./EPE,Q/1 
H fl080Pll'll18RTbCfl 0,QH08PE/1EHHO, 'ITOfi/JIHE OT/1£)1(1/Th fiOHn Hll 
l<llMEHHO/YI HJIH fiETOHHOM flOJl!I, lH.ROCTEJlb HE Bbl)lllB/l//llCh,11/(10 
cnnn I/HEM, TOT JHECTOl<O HRH/13b/8RJ1Cf1HRP!/EPOM11 l13511EHHE/1. •. 

During the reign of the cult of personality, the 'enemies of the people' were packed into prison cells like 
sardines in a can.* 

Prisoners had to take turns resting (sleeping). They had to turn over all at the same time, so the sides of the 

body did not go numb lying on the concrete floor. There were no beds in the cells. Those who slept during the 
day were severely punished with beatings or locked up in an isolation cell. 
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5MllPTll1953r. BECTb 0 CMEPTH CTllRHHll 6/J/011 BCTPE'lf: 

-YPlll DOJlbOIOH DIO,l/OE/I no,qox! PE5JITll,M!IJIPEHIUHH H3 M!I, 
I03HOH KOMM!IHHCTHl./ECKOH 01/PTHH 6AH/IHTOB CJIDXl!IPJ 
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HI/ MHROHDHllMH 33KOB {91/1/!il C fiDR/Jll/Oli Plll/DCTl>IO. .. 

~PEHIUl1X OT6POCJ1/l KOflh/Tlll !IP/If BDHl/lh BKU(oJ-BCEC0-
7/ CTllJlHH ,Q!ISll 1111n! /Ill 3JIPll8CT8!1ET 1111HHCTHRI !IPA!. .. 

5th March 1953. Millions of Gulag prisoners rejoice at the news of Stalin's death. 

'Hooray! The great cannibal has kicked the bucket! Hey fellas, the wisest of the wise is pushing up daisies! Hooray! 

The leader of the VKP(b) -the All-Union Communist Party of Bandits• -pegged out! Hooray! Stalin has danced 
his last dance! Amnestyt is here! Hip-hip hooray! 

"'The prisoners' 'interpretation' of the letter b, which officially stood for Bolsheviks. 
t Initially this amnesty only applied to criminal prisoners and political prisoners with sentences of five years or less (this meant that few 
political prisoners were actually released, as their terms were usually greater than five years). 
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HOPCHHE 6/lP)J(H C,,BPllrllMH HnPOAll::.PllfillHH 
f!IRQFI/ HHBJl-1181/ CCCP HI/ RPDCTOPllX OHEllHI/ ... 

fiHECTO Bh/R!ICNll JfHBll/lH,l/OB,50/lbHhlX,l/OXO/lflr-5E3Bl11111h/X /llOJ/Ef/,,BPll­
f08 HllP0/111 n Hll CBOfiOl/!I, HX COTHRMH, T6/CRl./ll/V/H rP!IJH/JH B cnHCllH1to1E 
CTllPo!E 5/IP)l{lf If Olfi!IHCHPOB/J/811/1118 /V/OPE,H,NllK /TP/1811/10, JTll 5/IP)l(H 
TOH!l/IH OT,,MOPCHOJii CTHXHH-"li!rOPMI/. TllN,,COKPllUfll.llOCl 'IJIC/70 39NOB ••• 

Barges carrying 'enemies of the people', slaves of the Gulag, out to sea. 

Instead of discharging the disabled, sick, 'goners' and innocent 'enemies of the people', hundreds and 
thousands of them were loaded onto old, written-off barges. The barges were then towed out to sea, where they 

usually sank due to 'the elements' - in storms." This was how the numbers of prisoners were 'reduced'. 

*Stories of this practise are common although first-hand accounts are scarce: 'Narbut's death was incomparably worse. They say that 
he was employed in the transit camp to clean out the cesspits and that together with other invalids he was taken out to sea in a barge, 
which was blown up. This was done to clear the camp of people unable to work. I believe that such things did happen. When I later arrived 
in Tarusa, there was an old ex-convict called Pavel who used to get water and firewood for me. Without any prompting from me, he once 
told me how he had witnessed the blowing up of a barge - first they had heard the explosion and then they had seen the barge sinking.' 
Nadezhda Mandelstam, Hope Against Hope, 1999. 
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0JIHH }13 MHDrHX11JIECllHTOB CMEPTHil3,,BPllrOB HllPOIJfl" 
Bh/Cll)l(EHHh/R f!IJll/(OH HKBJI HI/ 01/HH H3 O!ICThlHHhlX OCTP0-
808 l/PR/7111/RR !INEPU/BJJEH/1R 5E3801/hl11 OHUj/1. •• f938r. 

819/lf. KO/'l/tl!IHJ/Clhl,RPH,QJ/ H 8RllCTH, !ICT/IHOBHJIH PEH<H/'I TEPPOPll. 0HH OTH/1/IH BCE 
,QE/10HPllTl11/ECKHE RP/1811 HllPOl/08POCCHH.B19P1r. HI/ COJIOBEl/KHX OCTPOBllX 5b/JIH 
3//110PEH/JI fOROl/OM 250T/JIC.RREHH/J/X fiEDOil /IPl1HH,K/13//HH //OH//, K!l511HH H TE-,, 
PEK!l.Bro,q/JJ H!IJl/JT!I RPO,QOJl)/(/IJICR 8/J/803 COTEH T/J/Cfl'I KPECT/JRH-,,H!l//llKOB 
H,,BP/lfOB HllPO,l//111H/I R!ICT/JIHH/JIE OCTPOB/I CTP/IH/JI 1//111 !111EPU/BREHHfl rono11011 ... 

One of the many 'troops of death' made up of 'enemies of the people' that the NKVD of the Gulag landed 
on one of the barren islands of the Aral Sea - and left to die there without food or water. 1938. 

In 1917, when the Communists came to power, they established the reign of terror. They took away all 
democratic rights from the people of Russia. In 1921, 250,000 POWs of the White Army, Cossacks from the Don, 
Kuban and Terek were left to starve to death on the Solovetsky Islands. The deportation continued during the 

period of the cult of the personality, when hundreds of thousands of kulak peasants and 'enemies of the people' 
were exiled and also starved to death. 
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KYPOflRTbJ-5CCP.0 Pll31JRl./n 3EHRH KPECTh/IHl//1° 

-POJlHEHbKHt/,MORJO,HE !15/1/Bllflf !/MEHR l/OMI/ 
ocrnnHCb MllREHbK/llE ,l/ETKH! 
-3EMRJO 31/XOTERI/, CEH'lllC El DOR!IL/HU/b OT HKB,l/L. 

Kurapaty,* Byelorussian SSR. 'Land for peasants.' 

'Son, please don't kill me, for the love of God! I have small children at home!' 
'You want land? Here's land for you, courtesy of the NKVD!' 

• Kurapaty on the outskirts of Minsk was the site ofa mass killing of several thousand civilians between 1937 and 1941. This action was 
part of a repression of the Byelorusian people, following an attempt by their national leaders to form a breakaway movement from the 
Soviet Union. The burial sites were not discovered until 1988 and, despite several separate investigations, responsibility for the murders 
has never been completely established. 
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!/'PY HKB,Q 8 rOJlhl H!IRhTll REPHOl/H'IECHlf OPOH3BO­
/IHRHCb 111/CCOBb/E Pl/CCTPERbl 0 8PllrOB HI/POI/I!::. 

ltfllCC08b/E0 flP09'11.DllHTl1L/ECHl1E OTCTPERbt''fiOllbUJEBHHllMH Hll'llVlHCb 8 
20-E {01/bl B !IC//OHE ( !IJlPllB.DEHHE CO/lOBEl/HHX .D/lrePEH oco5oro Hll3Hll'IE­
Hl1Rf-OTl/E r!l///lrn. CrnnHH/13/YI BCEr/111 on11c11ncn HHTE/l/!HrEHTOB. 
830-E fO//bl Pl/ICCOBb/X PERPECCHH 3Tllnl,~18PRrOB HllPO//R;'B OCHOBHO/t'I 

COCTOR8UJJ1E 11.311HTE/l/ll1rEHTOB, nEPHO,Ql1'1E/1Nlf 06/l'lllHO/l'I 8b/80,QHRl1C/J 
(Bhl80311Rl1C/J) OT HEC/IOR/JHHX COT /10 Tbll'R'I 'IEROBEH 8 5£3/llO,QHblE CTERb, 
TllHr!:I 11 TYH/IP!I, r /IE HX PllCCTPER/181/RH cnEL/1111/lbHb/E HOM/IHI{ bl !/(/)!/ 
fl!{Bj/ 113 CTllHHOBh!X R!l./IEMETOB. 

During the Stalin era, the UFU NKVD carried out mass-executions of the 'enemies of the people'. 

Mass-executions or 'preventative executions' by the Bolsheviks began in the 1920s in the USLON (Department 

of Specialised Solovki Prison Camps), the 'mother' of the Gulag. Stalinism always feared the intelligentsia. In 
the 1930s, at the peak of the purges, hundreds and even thousands of 'enemies of the people', mainly 

intellectuals, were coaxed or forced into the steppes, taiga, or tundra. There they were shot by the UFU 

NKVD using heavy machine guns. 
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B KonhtMCKHX nnr£PHX oonbHhtX 11 Cllll6btX MblnH B 51/HE H 311-
TEM flOI/ flPEl/ROrOM Bh/,Qlll/H 5ERbR,'1EPE3 JIP!:lron Bb/XOI/ 
snrOHHRH ronb!X HPRCflllPEHHh/X flP/1MOP03E50° 8 KRETh Hll 
TPllKTOPHb/X CRHRX H BE3RH HR 50ROTR I/RH 3RXOPOHEH/1R .•. 

In the Kolyma prison camps, the sick and weak were steamed in a sauna. Then - under the pretence of 
returning their underwear to them at the opposite exit-theywere forced into a cage, naked and steaming after 

the sauna, while the temperature outside was 50° C below freezing. The cage with the prisoners was then hauled 
away by tractor to a swamp, into which the bodies were thrown. 
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D!IRnqCJIQH f!IJ!llfR Hn'l'TllJIHll/IPOHOBHqqipEHKEnh.K0/1"1!1HHCT, C/10TPEJI HR /l/OJ/E/l.KRK HMEJ!OBfqf CKHR HE Ol/!IUJEBJlEHHhlR 11RT­
EPH/l/( HJ KOTOPOro H/1/10 Bh/Hf //Th BCE 803/'!0)l(HOE H.CHHCl/Tb." B C/!OH (!/Jl/l(ll 50/lhHh!X, CT/IPh/X,HCTOU/EHHh!X {0/10/1011 
H KllTOPJHHOH P/150TOR OXPllH/I no RPHK/13!1 HllqJ!JlhCTBll PllJJ/EBllR/I CJUTOH H3/ICT/18/lfl/lll /lOHfHThCR H/I CHE! H llEl/ RP!f 
MOP03£ B 35·1/0 rP!ll/!ICOB 8 HllJH/lllHHE ,QP!lrHM !13HHKll/tt, HE 8b/H0/1HRB/JJ/1M l/HEBH!llO HOPM!I. HR MECTO !IMEP/JJJIX RPH-
80311/!H HOBh/X. TllK 5E30CTRHOBOqHo PR50Tl//l KOHBEHEP CMEPTJI fY/11/{/I ... 

The executioner of the Solovki Gulag prison camp, Communist Naftaly Aronovich Frenkel,* viewed people as 
a 'human inanimate matter' that should be squeezed out like a lemon and then written off. In the Solovki Gulag 
prison camp, the guards, following the orders of the prison authorities, made the elderly prisoners, and those 
weak from starvation and hard labour, take off their clothes and lie down on snow or ice, while the temperature 
outside was 35° to 40° C below freezing. This was done for the edification of the other inmates, who didn't fulfil 

their quotas. This was the lethal conveyor belt of the Gulag in action, operating non-stop. 

•Frenkel (1883-1960) first came to the Solovki Gulag as a prisoner. He is often credited with inventing the 'nourishment scale' (the 
linking of an inmate's ration to their rate of production), which was adopted by the administration. Although this has never been proven, 
his astonishing rise within the camp system is undisputed. His ideas for turning the camps into profitable institutions came to the attention 
of Stalin and, following his early release, were used across the Gulag system. Widely hated and feared, he was protected at the highest 
levels, escaping purges and becoming Chief of Construction for the White Sea Canal where, according to Solzhenitsyn he utilised brutal 
methods without compunction: 1We have to squeeze everything out of a prisoner in the first three months - after that we don't need 
him anymore.' In 1937 he became head of BAMLag (the Baikal Amur Mainline railway camp) and was Chief Directorate of Railroad 
Construction until 1945. He was awarded the Order of Lenin three times and made a Hero of Socialist Labour. 
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KPEMREBCKl1E no11onb!THb!El/KPOJlf1Kl1" 

no YKl/3/lHHIO Jl.n.fiEPl111 B KOHL/£ JO-x H40-x rO,llOB 
flPl1rDBOP£HHb/X K PllCCTPE/lY llBPllrOB HllPO,l/11" 
/1!1)/(l./J1H 11 )1(£HU/11H Pl13Horo 803Pncrn HCnOJJb30-
Bll/lJ18r.MOCKBEHr:11111XnH/J/ /l_/lJ1 /lllEOPllTOP­
Hb/X Oflb/TOB no nPl1MEHEHl1f01150BH ( 50£Bb/X OT­
PllB/lRJOU/11X 8EU/ECTB ). 
The Kremlin's guinea pigs. 

In the 1930s and 1940s, by order of Lavrenty Beria,* men and women 'enemies of the people' of all ages, who 

had been sentenced to death, were used for testing chemical weapons in laboratories in Moscow and Shikhany. 

"' Lavrentiy Beria was made head of the NKVD in 1938, where he oversaw the deportation of thousands to the Gulag from Poland and 

the Baltic states, following Soviet occupation of these countries. He mobilised the free labour offered by the camps to produce weapons 
during the Second World War, and after the war was responsible for the direct 'repatriation' to the Gulag of many Soviet soldiers. When 
Stalin died in 1953 he was made First Deputy Prime Minister, but was quickly denounced and executed by his political rivals. 
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!l'P!J 6h/DO C'POPMHPOBl/HHO 83/lMEH l/OH( 'lllCT/1 OC05oro Hll3Hlll/EHl1fl 
8'1K-fR!I. T.E.KllPllTERhHblE) H 31/H/1MllDOCb,, COKPllU/EHl1El1"33KOB{YJl/lf,q 
HKB/l-50RhHh/X,,QllCTPO'PHKOB, OTK!l3'1HKOB H l,11.Hll CEBEPE nocnE 1111,,e­
COBb/X PllCCTPER08 TP!lflhl 39KOB TOHHRH 8 5DROTllX-,,.Jb/5!1HllX 
HRH 31/Ph/BllOH 8 BE'IH!llO MEP3ROTY II llMMOHll/lhHHKH.1 T/IK)f(E Yf!J!I 
HCflORHRRO BMH ( B/J/CUl!/IO MEP!I HllK/13RHHR) no HPJlrOBOPR/1 TPOEI<, 
OCOohlX COBEU/llHl1H H T./I. 

The liquidation of prisoners by the Department of Physical Extermination (UFU) of the USSR's NKVD. 

The UFU replaced ChONs (Specialised Units of the VChK GPU, i.e. punitive) and was in the business of 
'reducing' the number of prisoners of the Gulag prisons via execution by firing squad of the sick, weak, those 
who refused to work, and so on. In the north of the USSR, the bodies of the executed were thrown into 

swamps or buried in ammona/niks• in the permafrost. The UFU also carried out capital punishment according 
to sentences handed down by the NKVD Troikas, special meetings, etc. 

• See page 93. 
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Ro flPHKl/3!1nOTl/ll BCEX HllPO,l/08" H. CTR/111H/I •.• 

191/0r. PRCCTPER flDRbCKHX O'PHL/EPOB 8//ECRX Kl/Tb!HH. 
KOMHYHHCTh/ ROCHE 3AXBRTR BRRCTH BfgfJr. B5/IH3H 05/1/lCTH/JIX 
H Kf!!IRHh/X roPOJIOB OTfDPOJIHHH TEPPHTOPHH ,l/1111 N/ICCOB/JIX K/19-
HEHuKRllCCOBh/X BPnro8'!no11JIEHHHf PllJ/DN-J!tBllUIOBCKllB D!IC­
TOIUh/: TOHCKOM-KOROllUIEBO, r. CHOJIEHCKON-KRTh/Hb H l/l.H lD. 

By order of the 'father of all peoples', Joseph Stalin. 

1940. The execution of Polish officers at Katyn Forest.• After coming to power in 1917, the Communists reserved 
special territories around large cities and regional centres for mass executions of 'class enemies': Levashovskaya 

Pustosh near Leningrad, Kolpashevo near Tomsk, Katyn near Smolensk and so on. 

• Between April and May of 1940, approximately 22,000 Polish nationals (including 8,000 Polish officers) were executed in what is now 
called the Katyn Massacre. In l 943 the German army found 4,243 bodies buried in a mass grave and attempted to use this discovery to 
split the allies. Stalin responded to these accusations by claiming that the Germans had committed the crime. The Soviet Union denied 
responsibility until 1990. 
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5 Y.QHH rYnArA JllOSHMOE IJETHU/E nRPTOl<PllTHH f. 

flOCDE OL/EPEJIHOrO OTCTPERlluBPllrOB HllPOl/11 6 Ji 

no nPHKR3Y MHHHCTPll MB/l CCCP l111PIUllRl//l.R.fiEPHR PllCCTPERJIHHh/E, II TllK)l(E !IMEP/i 
nPOTb/KllRHCb /UTb/KOMB CEP,QL/E,H ronOBhl Jlh/PRBHnHCb KOHTPOnbHh/MH Bh/CTPEnllfri 
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WK-rfl!l-HKBI/ TllnllHTnHBb!H !i'./HTEnb rECTRflO /II BOHCKCC .. . 

f3118TOMl/TOB 8 KORblMCKHX RllrEPRX r!IJJ1lr11 .. . 

r/HE 33K/1, C [/EJ1hlOnnP0'1'H/TllKTHKl1:1'1T06bl,,>l<HBOH" HE flPl1TBOPR/TCH MEPTBbtM:' 

w nH'!HbtM cocr11soM fl<p!f CYnPllBllEHHE rpffJH'IECKoro !IHl1'1TO>H£Hl1R) HKBll CCCP ... 

Daily life of the Gulag. The favourite child of the party bureaucracy, the VChK, GPU, and NKVD, gifted 
mentor of the Gestapo and the SS. 
After an execution of 'enemies of the people' by the firing squad in the Kolyma Gulag prison camps. 

By order of the Minister of the MVD of the USSR, Marshal Lavrenty Beria,* as a 'preventive measure', 

prisoners who were executed or died of natural causes were stabbed in the heart with a bayonet and shot in 

the head by the UFU of the NKVD. This was done so that 'the living did not pretend to be dead'. 
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The Settling of Scores Inside Camps 
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Razborki (the settling of scores) took place among Gulag prisoners for any number of 
reasons: to gain easier labour; for better clothes or footwear; for a better seat in the canteen 
or at an event in the camp; for a better bunk; or for reasons of an 'ideological' nature. These 
violent razborki were often initiated by criminals belonging to the 'suit' (caste) of 
thieves, who claim leadership among the prisoners, and always considered themselves 
as having the highest status in the camp hierarchy. Scores were settled through fights, 
the infliction of severe injuries and killings. 

Following the abolition of the death penalty for murder in the Supreme Council of the 
USS R's decree of 26th May 194 7, there was a dramatic escalation of razborki within the 
camps. The most hardened thieves who had no hope of release (those serving sentences 
of twenty-five years or more), took to murdering bytoviks (prisoners who had committed 
crimes but were not part of the criminal world); knowing they'd be sent away for five or 
six months 'rest' to an investigatory prison while the killing was looked into (those 
under investigation were better fed). 

I met many of these 'murderers on holiday' at various prisons: Khabarovsk, Chi ta, Ulan­
Ude, Irkutsk, Taishet and Krasnoyarsk. They were happy with their situation, even 
smiling and bragging about it, 'Nachal'nik (chief), I don't care, I have twenty-five years 
in front of me. Fuck it, I'll hang around here for five or six months, then after the trial 
I'll go back to my zona (camp or prison) or another one. I'll kill any fraer ('outsider') if 
it's necessary. It's as easy as getting my fingers wet when I piss.' For this type of 
heavyweight criminal, killing a person meant nothing - this was the scum that the 
Communists were attempting to change. The decrees of 4th June 1947 made crimes 
concerning 'protection of a citizen's personal property' and 'theft of state and common 
property' carry a mandatory twenty or twenty-five year sentence. Razborki quickly 
became extremely bloody and merciless, as convicted criminals had little left to lose. 

These decrees split the criminal world into two irreconcilable camps. To survive in 
Gulag conditions with such long sentences some criminals from the 'thieves suit' began 
to collaborate with the camp's administration, taking trusted positions inside the camp. 
They became stock keepers in clothing, footwear and vegetable warehouses; took jobs 
as blacksmiths, drivers, librarians - anything to prevent them from being sent to work 
at the hard labour sites, where mining, logging and heavy construction work meant life 
expectancy was short. 

The other part of the 'thieves suit' continued their customary conflict with the 
administration. Ignoring the camp rules they refused to work to produce the norm 
required by the plan, and they were duly punished. According to the thieves' law they must 
not work, or be obliged to work, but live only by criminal means. This elite, 'ideological' 
group of thieves began calling the other group (those who cooperated with the 
administration, abandoning the thieves' law) 'bitches'. Over the years the number of 
'bitches' grew as their work for the administration allowed them to survive, but their 
characters didn't change - they were still society's parasites, who continued to commit 
robberies, murders and other crimes. 

The prison and camp authorities were keen to reduce the quantity of inmates. To this 
end they would deliberately place criminals of opposite 'suits' together in the same cell. 
Packed with two or three times more inmates than they could hold, the fighting in these 
common cells was fatal. Once the administration decided there were enough dead and 
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seriously injured, they would intervene, taking the bodies to the mortuary and the 
wounded to the prison hospital. 

In the 1950s I witnessed the results of these clashes in transition prisons in Suchan 
(renamed Arseniev), Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk and Kirov (Viatka). These wars between 
'ideological' thieves and 'bitches' were led by 'commanders' on both sides. The fights 
in the camp zones of the Khabarovsky region, lrkutsky region, Bratsky region (where the 
hydropower plants were built), Krasnoyarsk region and the Norilsk region, regularly 
resulted in up to a hundred injured or dead. 

When groups of prisoners were transported in lorries, rail carriages or by foot, the 
guards always separated thieves from 'bitches', while other types of criminals, including 
the political prisoners, remained neutral during these 'wars'. The situation was the 
same inside the camps. When a new group of prisoners arrived, they were immediately 
lined up outside and separated: one of the administration's seniors would shout, 'Thieves 
to the right! Bitches to the left! Muzhiks ,fraers stay were you are!' Then they would be 
taken to the separate barracks according to their 'suits'. 'Local fencing' constructed from 
barbed wire usually separated their respective areas within the camp. During this 
exceptionally cruel period, if a thief or a 'bitch' happened to find himself in the barrack 
of the wrong 'suit', it always meant kranty (death). 

The fights, injuries and deaths caused by these warring factions became a huge 
hindrance, preventing camps from achieving the norm required by the plan - which was 
of paramount importance to the administration. In particular the 'thieves in law' 
(legitimate thieves) and their minions were a real obstruction. Many senior camp chiefs 
complained to the heads of the Gulag and MVD, pointing out the growing numbers of 
thieves 'in authority' who refused to work, while the plan quotas continued to be based 
simply on the number of prisoners a camp held. To this effect the MVD Minister Beria, 
with the agreement from the CPSU Central Committee's Politburo, took the decision 
to liquidate the 'thieves in law' and their associates. He issued an order to move them 
to seven camps in the Sverdlovsk (Ekaterinburg) region, which had been specially 
formed in 1949. The camp chiefs did this with great relief. 

When I worked in Leningrad prison No. 1: 'Kresty', two of my fellow guards, Vanya 
Mikhailov and Sasha Fiodorov, told me the following story about their time at these camps. 
In early summer 1949 they were sent to Sverdlovsk, where they guarded a camp from high 
observation towers. They were told it contained especially dangerous thieves and criminal 
'authorities' who had been imprisoned there to help them correct their ways. 

They later found out that all seven camps held between 20,000 to 25,000 prisoners, 
brought from various regions of the USSR. This particular camp did not have a production 
zone like other camps, so the prisoners did not work. While Mikhailov and Fiodorov were 
there another 300 or 400 prisoners were brought in, making a total of around 3,500 in their 
camp. Inevitably, the 'score settling' started- mass fights began for leadership of the camp. 
Criminals from Sverdlovsk attacked those from Chelyabinsk, while criminals from 
Irkutsk attacked those from Vorkuta; there were fights between Khabarovsk and Omsk, 
Krasnoyark and Mordova, Kolyma and Moscow, Kiev and Kazan, Tashkent and Novosibirk. 
They started in the barracks, then spread to two canteen buildings. Day and night the 
fights raged, becoming increasingly violent until they reached massacre proportions. 
Prisoners were chasing each other with any kind of weapon they could find: bricks, iron 
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bars, even wooden planks torn from their bunks. 
A special team from a neighbouring camp consisting of forty or so muzhiks-bytoviks 

(everyday criminals) with short sentences, were brought in to load the dead onto lorries. 
The wounded were ignored. The criminals didn't stop, every day they continued to kill 
one another. All this could clearly be seen from the observation towers, but the camp 
administration did nothing. One night the prisoners started a fire in the canteen, they 
burnt their barracks, and then a food depot. The fire brigade were not called. 

The starvation began in the camp zone. Any food remaining after the depot had 
been burned soon ran out. It was then that the thieves began to eat each other, larger groups 
chasing smaller ones, as if they were hunting. They gathered pieces of scrap wood and 
boiled the human flesh in any saucepan they could find that had survived the fire. Many 
criminals died of wounds, injuries and starvation. About 100 were ultimately saved from 
death by the camp's chief administration. 

Those who buried the dead were disgusted as they handled the half eaten bodies with 
muscles cut out. Through November and December of 1949 the rest of the frozen 
corpses of the 'thieves in law' were removed. They had been the second 'shadow' 
authority in the camps, preventing the other prisoners from completing their quotas 
because of their 'score settling'. The 'bitches' were not eliminated, they had found 
common ground with the administration, working to complete the plan, while saving 
themselves at the same time. The dead were buried in mass graves in the camp 
cemeteries, their bodies covered with chlorine lime for sanitation reasons. 

The typical ca use of death on any coroner's report from a Gulag camp was either heart 
or kidney failure. This standard diagnosis covered every eventuality, for example: if the 
inmate had been killed in a fight; during a beating; while attempting to escape; or if they 
were political prisoners killed on the orders of the NKVD-MGB or by an in-camp 
criminal 'authority'. 

NKVD-MVD instructions demanded that every corpse be labelled before it left the 
mortuary. The prisoner's camp number was written in soft pencil on a six by eight 
centimetre label of thick cardboard, which was then attached by cord or wire to the big 
toe of each body. This process was undertaken in case of future exhumation, the pencil 
graphite kept well in damp soil. 

The same NKVD-MVD instruction obliged the guards at the camp checkpoint to 'hole­
punch' the dead before releasing them from the zone. A sharpened hammer was used 
to pierce the skulls and chests of the bodies. Only after a corpse had been punched could 
it be registered in the camp journal. Some time ago the leader of the world proletariat 
claimed that 'Accounting and control is the essence of socialist transformation', [Lenin 
1929] while the Gulag inmates used to say, 'They hole-punch our brains so the dead 
prisoner doesn't think he's still alive'. 

MVD Minister Lavrenty Beria had a good grasp of psychology, he knew the mentality 
of the criminal 'authorities' and 'legitimate' thieves: their self-centred nature, their 
naked lust for leadership that manifested itself in this display of inconceivable cruelty. 
His calculation that these rivals would tear each other apart was deadly accurate. 
Following this unprecedented incident people believed the criminal world was capable 
of destroying itself, if the right conditions were created for it to happen. This was proven 
in the Sverdlovsk camps; Beria's initiative struck a serious blow to the criminal world. 
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A Comparison of Communist Party and Criminal Power Structures 
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I spent thirty-three years working for the NKVD (People's Commissariat for Internal 
Affairs), the MVD (Ministry of Internal Affairs) and the Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
of the GUVD (State Directorate for Internal Affairs), retiring in July 1981. As a former 
employee of these law-enforcement authorities, I have always been interested in the 
connection between the ideology of the criminal world and our socialist society, and would 
like to share my thoughts and observations. 

In February 1967 I visited Ivan Belyaev, an old army friend of mine who lived in 
Irkutsk. Here I met a distant relative of his wife's - a vorv zakone (thief in law) Golovin, 
alias Golova (Head), who was about twenty years older than me. At that time, Golova was 
still a sturdy old man of square build, medium height, rather well-groomed, with a 
round head and greying hair. I could see well-drawn tattoos of thieves' symbols on his 
wrists. This old and experienced 'thief in law' had spent thirty-one years - almost half 
of his life, in places of detention. 

Golova's language was full of words and expressions from thieves' jargon. I spent four 
days talking to him and taking notes. He was born in a big village called Aleksandrovskoe, 
home to the Aleksandrovskaya Central Hard-Labour Prison, well-known all over Siberia, 
situated about thirty kilometres from Irkutsk. 

As he talked about his village, he sang me a verse from a song which I'd first heard 
at the October Revolution Orphanage for Family Members of Traitors of the Motherland, 
where I was placed after my father, Sergei Petrovich Baldaev, a veteran scholar-folklore 
specialist and ethnographer had been arrested: 

Far away in Irkutsk land 
Between two gigantic cliffs 
Aleksandrovsky Central 
Lies behind high wall of bricks 

Tens of thousands of 'class enemies' were eliminated in Aleksandrovsky Central, and 
their corpses buried in the forest a short distance from this gloomy establishment. 
Golova told me that in czarist days his father had served a sentence there for horse-stealing. 
He was released under surveillance and married a girl from the neighbouring village of 
Khomutovo. Before 1917 Golova's father found him a job as a stonemason, but after 
meeting the local thieves, Golova quit work and stepped onto the criminal path. He took 
pride in being a thief by birth and becoming a 'thief in law', which meant that he didn't 
work in prison. He was a pakhan (criminal boss) in the camps of Siberia, Primorie and 
Kolyma. Although he'd had no academic education, he was quite a well-read person, gifted 
by nature, with an original, sharp mind and vivid interest in the country's political life. 
At his house I saw a small library and various newspapers and magazines: Pravda, The 
Atheist, Health Magazine, Krestyanka (Peasant Woman), Political Self-Education, etc. 
He explained to me that his passion for reading had developed in the Gulag camps. 

Golova spoke with a certain pride, even bravado, about the authorities of Dais troy and 
other camps and their deferential and respectful attitude toward 'thieves in law' (legitimate 
thieves); let alone toward the camps' pakhans who, after the administration, were 
practically the zone's masters. According to him the legitimate thieves were an invaluable 
help in the completion and over-completion of the Gulag's production plans. They 
made 'hanger-backs', muzhiks andfrayer-kontriks (political prisoners), work as much 
as the authorities needed and at any time - even when the temperature was sixty below. 
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The bugry (top men) in the camps were usually the criminals. They did no work 
themselves, but made the other convicts work by threatening their health and lives. 

Golova knew I worked for the authorities, and he liked that I was a keen listener. During 
our conversations he questioned his own past, and I could feel that this old offender was 
depressed by his lonely life. Listed below are the 'philosophical' conclusions that he had 
come to about the hierarchy in the criminal world. To him I represented the authorities 
and was a member of the Communist Party, so he often used the words 'you' and 'us': 

I. In the 'big zone' (the Soviet Union), you have the general secretary, the most 
important pakhan (criminal boss) - head of the socialist camp and of the Politburo of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which consists of 
very big pakhans. They all get help upholding their 'suit' (power) from MVD, MGB 
(Ministry of State Security) and the army. Everyone is scared of them, and if anyone steps 
out of line - he'll be put against the wall. They can imprison or kill a hundred million 
people, and nobody will object or dare say a word. 

In our 'small zone' (the camp) we also have our main camp pakhan from the 'first five', 
these 'first five' are like your Politburo. None of the prisoners will ever dare say anything 
to them, and those who dissent will immediately be brutally beaten or killed by the 
thieves 'suit' in the prison, whether it's two or three brigades or half a barrack. 

2. You have your Central Committee, the pakhans reporting to Politburo and its 
Secretary General. Our version of this are the urki (authoritative 'legitimate' thieves), 
who are not in the 'first five' pakhans. 

3. You have the Supreme Council. We thieves, have this kind of 'council' too. It 
consists of kodly (less authoritative thieves) who report to the pakhans. 

4. Then you have your Council of Ministers. We have the same type of 'council of 
ministers' consisting of khevra (even less authoritative thieves) who hold the positions 
of bugry (gang leaders) in the working brigades of convicts. 

5. Your Communist Party organises congresses and assemblies, where different 
resolutions are discussed and various decisions are made. We thieves discuss our 
business at pakhans meetings in Moscow, Leningrad and Tashkent, and 'assemblies' of 
'thieves in law' in camps and colonies. 

6. Your Secretary General and members of the Politburo have their bodyguards. Our 
'bigpakhans' have their 'flunkies' (thieves' guards and skiwies). 

7. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) makes the workers, farmers and 
intelligentsia work their arses off for them. We, 'thieves in law', also make 'thieves' 
muzhiks' (convicts who give away a certain percentage of their proceeds to thieves) and 
other prisoners in the zone work for us. 

8. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) takes away from workers and 
farmers everything they produce. We 'thieves in law', also take away from prisoners in 
camps: clothes, shoes, food parcels, anything we like. 

9. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots) taxes the intelligentsia, the workers, 
and the farmers. We, the camp's pakhans, also make the working brigades pay the 
'Abyssinian tax' [a 'protection' payment]. 

10. Your Communist Party (apart from grass roots), after taking away everything the 
workers have produced, distribute it how they like. We, 'thieves in law', after taking away 
the prisoners nice clothes, shoes and food parcels, distribute them how we like. 
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11. You call your people 'members of the Communist Party'. We call thieves blatnye. 
12. Your Communist Party has its own regulations. We, ('committed') thieves, have 

our 'thieves' law' (not many people are aware of it, even if they work for law-enforcement 
authorities). These are its rules: 
a) to estrange oneself from one's family- mother, father, sisters and brothers. 
b) it is forbidden to have a family of one's own (no wife, no children), but only to have 
mistresses -they should have names like: 'barukha', 'biksa', 'dyrka' (a hole), 'marukha', 
'prostiachka' (a simpleton), 'soska' ([cock]sucker), 'shalashovka', 'shkura' (a pelt), etc. 
c) it is forbidden to work anywhere, you may only live from the proceeds of a life of crime. 

Golova has known this 'thieves' law' since before the 1917 October Revolution, and 
'raised' many young thieves to follow these rules. 

13. Golova also told me how both outside and inside the camp,pakhans send their 
'flunkies' to the 'cunning little house' (Police Operational Unit) to find out what the 
authorities' plans are, and the identities of moles in prisons and police departments. 

14. He also told me about the existence of the thieves' secret mail (similar to the 
Communist Party government top secret post), which is used to deliver information on 
prisoner transport, moles and secret orders around the Gulag, etc. 

Golova compared the thieves 'communal' money box to the beneficial association of 
the Trade Union and the Communist Party; and thieves' 'sons' and 'kids' to pioneers and 
members of the Komsomol (Communist Youth Organisation). He insisted that 
Communist Party jargon was very similar to the thieves jargon known as fenia. Flipping 
through the pages of the Political Self-Education magazine, he called this once-popular 
Communist Party publication a 'Political Self-Besotter'. He boiled over at the stupidity 
of regular citizens, who at their meetings, rallies and lectures parroted the 'shit' peddled 
by the Communist Party pakhans. He took pleasure in telling me how prisoners brutalised 
political officers from the camp's Cultural and Educational Unit during their political 
lectures. He then continued: 

15. You have regional, territorial and provincial committees in your 'big zone', the ones 
that hold the local power. In our 'small zone' we thieves have those who hold the 'suit' 
(power) in residential barracks, prisoners' brigades, units, industrial territories, canteens, 
warehouses, hospitals, etc. In the camp the thieves' categories are: 'centre', 'trump' and 
'cool'. All the prisoners are scared of them, and not a single muzhik or kontrik (political 
prisoner) will ever dare to go against them. 

16. Your Communist Party consists of lower sections: Communist Party groups, 
bureaus, committees. We thieves have something similar: 'thieves' families' consisting 
of polozhnyaki (middle ranking thieves), v predelakh (a thief with authority within the 
'family'), khavalshiki (gullible ones) and shesterkas (literally 'sixes': flunkies). 

17. You, the Communists, have your prosecutor's office, people's court, MVD, MGB, 
i.e. your punitive state agencies. Within the camp we have such 'agencies' too: betushnye 
(thieves who know the 'thieves' law' well, and who have never broken it) are our 
prosecutors and judges at skhodnyaki (assemblies), the bespredely (those without order, 
lawless) andgulivany (heads) are our MGB, the boytsy (blokes) and borzye (greyhounds) 
punish prisoners for not obeying the betushnye ('honest' thieves) or not respecting 
decisions made at the 'assemblies', or simply when they feel like it. We also have our 
executors of capital punishment - the mochily (assassins). When they receive an order 
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from the camp's pakhan, they will kill anyone, from ordinary prisoners to a superintendent 
or supervisor. 

According to Golova, the only 'service' lacking in prison is a special unit like that of 
the MGB which hires girls from the age of eighteen. He found out about this practise 
from a former MGB employee named Krasik. Krasik told him about his work at the MGB, 
where they select girls discerningly, like at a ballet school. The candidate must be 
beautiful and slim. They measure her hips, waist and bust according to specific standards, 
and then she undergoes a strict medical check-up. The Operational Units of MGB 
meticulously check her political loyalty, close and distant relatives, friends, acquaintances 
and Komsomol references. Then the candidate for these 'special services' is made to sign 
a confidentiality agreement (about non-disclosure of State secrets). After all this, the girl 
is sent to a special institution outside Moscow. Here she is taught the basics of working 
for the Intelligence Services, as well as a comprehensive course in sexual practises. After 
completing their training, these girls become state prostitutes with decent salaries and 
special benefits. 

They 'serve' the pakhans of the Communist Party during their revelries at the closed 
and strictly guarded dachas. The 'state sluts', who are under secret instructions, don't 
know each other. All these girls have 'cover papers' saying that they are employed by 
scientific institutions, etc. They are rarely 'uncovered', even their families will have no 
idea what kind of 'special state service' their daughter is engaged in. According to the 
'agreement', these women have no right to marry until they are thirty-five years old. When 
they reach that age, they 'retire' and live off a pension. If the 'slut' has completed her 
working period from the age of eighteen until she is thirty-five, she can be transferred 
to other services in the armed units of the Communist Party. 

I asked Golova how Krasik was so familiar with these 'special state services'. He replied, 
'The former MGB employee Krasik had worked for a few years as a guard at the house 
of one such Communist Party rat, who'd 'retired' and was working at the regional 
committee of the pakhan party.' 

18. You have stars, medals, different badges. We don't wear this kind of bauble unless 
we're on a job where we need this masquerade. But we also have our marks of distinction 
- tattoos, and everyone must 'answer' to the thieves for his tattoos. For example, none 
of the muzhiks,fraers (dummies, outsiders) and other non-thieves has the right to wear 
the following tattoos: a cross, a church or a monastery with domes and crosses, an eagle, 
a lion, a tiger, Jesus Christ, archangels, Saints, Our Lady, angels, czarist heraldry, or a 
skull (a symbol of fearlessness and loyalty to 'thieves' laws'). Sometimes a non-thief, 
outsider with 'self-appointed' tattoos ends up in prison. He will first be asked by the thieves 
whether he can answer for his tattoos. If he can't, he'll be beaten up, and then made to 
remove the tattoos using sandpaper, glass, a knife or another sharp item. 

19. You have the so-called political officers. In the Gulag camps they are called 
'priests', 'shamans',fuflogons (rubbish-talkers) and are supposed to preach to us thieves 
and other prisoners. We also have those who teach young thieves our 'thieves' laws' and 
'rules'. They are the old 'thieves in law'. 

20. Different non-party people support and believe in your Communist Party. We, 
thieves, also have our non-blatnye who have a fellow feeling for us: 'kenty' (mates), kiriukhi 
(fellow countrymen). 
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21. You expel members from the Communist Party for different misdeeds. We make 
decisions at the 'assembly' to relegate certain 'thieves in law'. We call ours yershi (ruff 
fish), you call yours lishenets partbileta (bereft of party membership). 

22. In your Communist Party, Politburo or Central Committee, there is often an 
ideological fight between the top pakhans of the Party. In the camps we also have this kind 
of fight among our thieves' pakhans. Thieves transferred from Moscow, Leningrad, 
Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk or from Irkutsk, all have their own pakhans who 
kill one another fighting for power - krutiat kranty (to the death). I remember how in 
Kraslag, Tayshetlag and in the Kolyma camps you could end up with thirty, fifty or even 
a hundredzhmun"ki (dead bodies) in two days. Us 'thieves in law', fight over power exactly 
like you do in your Communist Party. 

23. In all their years of power, the Communists have always had 'class enemies' 
whom they would shoot incessantly. We 'thieves in law' have also always had our enemies 
-suki (bitches: those who'd stepped away from 'thieves' laws' and 'rules'). We showed 
them no mercy. 

24. Prisoners in camps used to be divided into three 'suits': thieves, muzhiks and suki. 
The thieves and the suki were in a deadly feud with each another. Suki detached 
themselves from ideynye (committed) thieves after a new decree had been issued by the 
PVS (Presidium of the Supreme Soviet) of the USSR on the 4th June 194 7, stating new 
sentences of up to twenty-five years. To survive in the Gulags, they would work for the 
camp administration, never clashing with them, unlike ideynye thieves. Often they 
landed good jobs, working as aides in medical units, stock keepers, etc. Sometimes the 
thieves zone would attack the suki zone, and vice versa. If a thief accidentally found himself 
in the zone or cell of the suki, that would be the end of him, and of course, a suka would 
be killed in the thieves' zone or cell. Everything is just as you have it in your Communist 
Party when it comes to the 'class struggle'. 

25. According to Golova, the whole society of the Soviet Union resembles a woodpile. 
There are those who are on the top, others in the middle and some at the very bottom. 
The ones at the top are the main pakhans - the Secretary General, the members of the 
Politburo of the Communist Party Central Committee. Below them are the Ministries 
pakhans, lower still are all the regional, territorial, city and area committees' pakhans. 
Gulag prisoners hold exactly the same positions in their environment. 

This old recidivist, a 'thief in law', said that he'd done a lot of thinking and had come 
to the conclusion that the two power structures were identical, the Communist Party in 
'the big zone' and the thieves in 'the small zone'. He was convinced that if he had 
studied more when he was young, he would have become a big pakhan in the Party. He 
would be eating Communist Party food, and living in a luxurious, expensively furnished 
city apartment, with a dacha in an idyllic place, complete with domestic workers and guards. 
Just like the pakhans from the Irkutsk Regional Committee - he considered himself to 
be no worse than them. 
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Forms of Humiliation, Torture and Murder Practised in the Gulag 
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Bantik-krantik (bantik 'bow tie' and krantik diminutive of kranty 'finished, done in') 
The strangulation of a victim with a towel at night. 

Vecherniy zvon lokham (vesper chimes for dupes) 
Following roll-call, after the guards had locked the barrack doors, the oppressed prisoners 
of the camp would be battered by the privileged criminals. The battering is a form of 
punishment for various offenses, carried out by the otritsalovka (literally 'deniers') - the 
most aggressive group of thieves. 

V lyagushku sazhat (to do the frog) 
A form of torture whereby the victim is made to sit on the floor with his arms and legs 
stuck in the sleeves of a jacket, and the back of the jacket flipped over his head. The victim 
is then kicked or beaten with a heavy object across the back and head. 

Vylozhenny, vykholoshchenny rusak (gelded rusak 'Russophile') 
A convict who has been castrated at night in the barracks as a punishment for the 
murder of a person of Asian descent by the compatriots of the murdered. After castration, 
the perpetrators do not kill the victim for moral reasons, or for fear their sentences will 
be prolonged, or even for fear of execution by the authorities. The administration never 
made these cases public. The culprits were put in isolation cells and the victim was 
hospitalised. If the victim died, it was written off with a 'standard' cause of death: renal 
failure, heart attack, etc. 

Dat petukhu pendelya (to kick a rooster) 
For breaching thieves' and prison law, it is customary to kick the outcasts (the lowest rank 
of prisoners). The thieves' law forbids touching the outcast so as not to be defiled. 

Zhit sovdepu/sovku vredno! (life's no bed of roses for a sovok! Sovak is a derogatory 
term for a person with a Soviet mentality) 
A phrase uttered to a newly arrived inmate as a warning before beating takes place for a 
breach of thieves' and prison laws, rules and etiquette. 

Zagnat mokhnorylogo petukha v sortir (to lock a mokhnoryly - literally 'cunt-face' -
rooster in the outhouse; mokhnoryly is a base criminal, usually a rapist) 
A prisoner who was sentenced for child molesting would be locked up in an outhouse for 
the entire work day. Other prisoners would then sodomise the victim or force him to 
perform oral sex. Usually the mokhnoryly would commit suicide after such humiliations. 

Zade/at turetsky shashlyk (to make a Turkish kebab) 
1. The impalement by privileged prisoners of an informer on a pike or a crowbar 
hammered into ground (or frozen into it). 2. The impalement of a political prisoner with 
the consent of the prison authorities as a form of deterrent for other political prisoners. 

Zadrochke raskovyryat tselku (to pop a slut's cherry) 
Group defloration in a female prison for minors of a scorned victim, performed by 
authoritative inmates by pushing a toothbrush case, a spoon, etc. into the vagina. 

Za nakolki otvechaesh? (can you vouch for your tattoos?) 
A question addressed by authoritative prisoners to newly arrived inmates. Each prisoner 
is responsible for his tattoos, because they must represent his true position in the 
criminal hierarchy. If any of his tattoos do not correspond to his rank, he is forced - under 
penalty of severe torture or death - to remove them with a knife, sandpaper, or a piece 
of glass. Refusals result in the most severe battering for imposture. 

Zapodolit govnoedku (to shame the shit-eater) 
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A widespread form of humiliation for shunned prisoners in female prisons for minors. 
The victim's skirt is pulled up and tied over her head. Then her underpants are taken 
off and the victim is seated in snow, a puddle, mud, or a plot of stinging nettles. 

Zaryadit kankan za zapadlo (to dance a cancan for breaching [the thieves' law]) 
A heinous form of execution carried out by authoritative prisoners, widespread in 
northern Gulag prison camps. The victim is stripped naked and his feet are cut off. Then 
they are forced to dance, while the perpetrators poke him with knives and crowbars which 
have been heated up in the barracks stove. The execution ends when the victim falls on 
the floor and a crowbar is inserted two feet deep, into his anus. Sometimes the crowbar 
is inserted deeper, until it appears at the throat. 

Za svoi slova otvechaesh? (can you back that up?) 
A question addressed to a prisoner by the inmates. According to the thieves' law, a 
prisoner must answer to the authoritative criminals for every word or phrase he says. In 
remote northern prison camps, where idle talk is inadmissible, serious injuries or even 
murders can occur as a result of a rash insult. Because of this law convicts from the south 
or west of Russia, including many so-called tough racketeers, are mortally afraid of 
ending up in a northern or Siberian prison. 

Zakhotel letet, perdet i kakat? (feel like flying, farting, and shitting?) 
A warning to an underage victim by low-life or lumpen peers in specialised prisons for 
juveniles before a cruel punishment. The punishment involves beating up the victim, 
shoving him inside a bedside cupboard, and throwing it out of a window or off the roof 
of a building. The perpetrators then rush to observe the outcome of their execution. 

Zashvabrit lokhalfraera (to broomstick a lokh/fraer; lokh or fraer 'uninitiated outsider') 
By an order of authoritative criminals, as a punishment for an offence, the handle of a 
broom or mop is inserted into the anus to a depth of up to ten inches. The other end is 
tied to the victim's feet, preventing him or her from getting up from the floor. This torture 
was widespread in Gulag prisons for both men and women. Such cruel tortures were never 
used in hard labour prisons during the 'cursed czarist regime'. 

Indijsky krant (the Indian krant; from kranty 'finished, done in') 
A form of execution of a criminal using a hacksaw, by direct order of an authoritative 
criminal, or as a result of a criminal council. 

Karandash zasunut (to stick a pencil up) 
An execution of a criminal by inserting a crowbar, or the stick of a broom or mop, into 
the anus to a depth of up to two feet by direct order of an authoritative criminal, as a result 
of a criminal council, or by order of prison authorities (against political prisoners). This 
form of torture became widespread in the Gulag prisons after the decree of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Council of the USSR of 26th May 1947, which abolished the death 
penalty for murder of one or more people. 

Krugovoe poluchalovo (round robin beating up) 
Mutual beating of inmates in a prison cell, ordered by an authoritative criminal as 
punishment; the manifestation of the 'one for all' principle (when everybody is responsible 
for one person's misdeeds). The misdeeds may include failure to overdo the labour quota, 
production of defective goods, slow work, etc. The authoritative criminal personally 
beats those who do not demonstrate enough enthusiasm in beating their fellow cellmates 
and kicks them with heavy boots, punches them, or hits them with a stick or a toilet plunger. 
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Lek s gemoglobinom i kvasom (a lek with hemoglobin and kvas; lek 'oral sex between 
women', kvas 'bread drink' made from black or rye bread) 
A form of humiliation in prisons for women. Under the threat of a beating, an authoritative 
thief forces the shunned inmates (zadrochkas, zadryuchkas, suchonkas) to lick her 
menstrual blood. 

Napyalit trusy na tykvu (to pull a pair of panties over the melon) 
A form of punishment or entertainment whereby authoritative criminals in women's 
prisons put a pair of underpants on the head of a shunned inmate, then beat her with 
brooms or wet, twisted bed sheets, until she is covered in bruises. 

Obmenyatsa kobylkamz/korovkami/kurochkami/nevestami (to swap brides) 
An exchange by authoritative female criminals, active lesbians, of their passive partners 
for a few sessions of intercourse. As a token of friendship, authoritative thieves exchange 
their passive lesbian partners like slaves for a short time, or until either the active or the 
passive lesbian is discharged from prison. Afterwards passive lesbians are often unwilling 
to live with a man, as they believe that only a woman can properly satisfy another woman. 

Obmenyatsa petukhami (to swap roosters) 
As a token of friendship, criminals in prisons exchange their passive homosexual partners 
with other privileged, active homosexuals. Natural passive homosexuals are particularly 
valuable, due to their appealing feminine physique and 'woman's soul'. 

Oserebrit (to silver-plate someone) 
A punishment whereby mercury from two or three broken thermometers, stolen from the 
prison hospital, is forced down the throat of an offending criminal. A long, drawn-out death, 
sometimes lasting for years, is inevitable. 

Otmorozhenny, otmorozok podnarnik (lame-brained, moronic; also an extremist) 
A convicted racketeer, a pawn and a goon. When out of prison, he prefers to wear a 
raspberry-coloured jacket and a long black overcoat. [These raspberry-coloured jackets 
are considered to be a uniform of the 'New Russians' who emerged after perestroika. Their 
lifestyle is generally characterised by bad taste and a love of ostentation. Outside the prison 
they have power and use it to get their own way, but inside they are mocked and 
humiliated.] He is not familiar with the thieves' law, rules, and etiquette. Because of his 
presumptuous behaviour and other misdeeds, he is beaten and becomes an outcast. 

Otkhodit zadrochku skrutkoy (to beat up a slut with a twister) 
Beating of a shunned female prisoner with a wet, twisted bed sheet. 

Pechenku otbit (to beat the liver) 
A form of punishment whereby the victim is kicked in the stomach area. The punishment 
is usually inflicted for disobeying the pakhan (an authoritative thief), for a breach of the 
thieves' law and rules, or for a denunciation. The NKVD, KGB, etc., also ordered 
common criminals to carry out such beatings on political prisoners. 

Podarit/prodat svoego petukha (to give as a gift/sell one's rooster) 
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan who kept several passive homosexuals 
as a harem could sell or give one or two of them as a gift to another authoritative pakhan, 
or exchange them for an object that caught his fancy. 

Poimet vetochku (to get a twig) 
A sadistic card game in which the winner cuts off the loser's finger or toe (usually the 
little finger or toe, depending on their preliminary agreement), in the presence of other 
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prisoners as witnesses. 
Poimet pelmen (to get a dumpling) 

To win an ear or both ears, cutting them off the loser in front of other prisoners who act 
as witnesses. The wounds are usually powdered with hot ashes from the barracks stove. 

Poimetfaru (to get a headlamp) 
A sadistic card game, in which the winner carves out the loser's eye with a knife or pulls 
it out with his fingers in the presence of other prisoners as witnesses. Usually, prisoners 
who have lost everything, including their clothing, will bet one of their eyes. The eye is 
then placed on the table for everyone to see. Criminals use such cruel games to 
demonstrate their strength of spirit, their mercilessness and the sacredness of debt in 
card games in the criminal world. 

Pn"kryt myakotyu dykh (to cover one's throat with flesh) 
To strangle an unwanted prisoner by direct order of an authoritative criminal or as a result 
of a criminal council. The victim's mouth and nose are covered with a palm, while other 
prisoners hold the victim's arms and legs. This method was also used for murdering 
political prisoners. They were then written off with a 'standard' cause of death: renal failure, 
stroke, etc. 

Progret trebukhu (to warm up the intestines) 
An extreme form of execution reserved for delinquent prisoners in the Gulag, whereby 
the victim is forced onto his hands and knees and a red-hot crowbar is inserted into his 
rectum, while the criminals (thepakhan's minions) hold him down. 

Ptichka-khimichka priletnaya (a 'chemist' homing pigeon) 
A convicted woman who has escaped from a construction site for fear of being raped, 
mugged, or beaten by male ex-convicts ('chemists'). She then chooses to return to the 
woman's prison to finish her term, even though she had been on parole for good behaviour 
or over-fulfilling the quota. 

Razbitfaneru (to crack the plywood) 
Breaking the victim's chest with a hammer. This form of torture was often practised in 
juvenile prisons, where children of the lumpen proletariat would maim the shunned 
teenagers. 

Saechki (literally 'bread rolls') 
Methodical beatings of an out of favour convict in prison. The victim was hit, kicked, or 
punched in the stomach, liver, kidneys, solar plexus, head, or testicles. Also widespread 
in specialised institutions for difficult children and juvenile prisons, and practised by 
children of the lumpen proletariat. 

Svoim petukhom ugostit (to treat someone to one's rooster) 
In the Gulag prison system, an authoritative pakhan would offer his 'slave' - his personal 
(young and handsome) passive homosexual, as a token of friendship or respect, to any 
other privileged active homosexual for one or two sessions of intercourse. 

Sdelat lastochku (to do a swallow) 
To throw an out of favour prisoner from a top floor window by order of the pakhan or by 
mutual agreement of a group of criminals. 

Sotvorit kosyak (to force a kosyak 'mistake') 
1. To provoke (through deception) an out of favour prisoner to breach the thieves' law 
in prison. 2. To find compromising information in the biography of a non-authoritative 
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prisoner: membership in the Komsomol or Communist Party; service in the police 
forces; being a 'presser' in the 'press-hut' ['anti-social' convicts would be driven into 
'pressing-huts', where the 'pressers' - specially selected criminals - 'applied the method 
of Leninist physical persuasion', beating and raping them until they were 'completely 
broken'. The 'pressers' were well-fed from other prisoners' food parcels and not made 
to do any work. If after his release a 'presser' offended again and ended up in a part of 
the zone where his former activities were known, his life was made a living hell. He would 
not usually survive for very long); a passive homosexual; a record in a psychiatric 
institution; a former political prisoner; etc. 

Sumtt bolt, chtoby politzhopa poumnela (to stick a bolt in, in order to make a political 
arse smarter) 
An act of forcible sodomy performed by common criminals by order of the NKVD. The 
victims were enemies of the people and contras who refused to work in a sharashka, or 
priests who refused to deny their faith. The common criminals were rewarded with food 
expropriated from parcels meant for other prisoners. 

Taburetovka (from taburetka 'stool') 
1. A form of sadism in prisons whereby an out of favour prisoner is hit around the head 
with a wooden stool or a small bench until he loses consciousness. 2. The same act 
performed on a political prisoner by an order of the NKVD. 

Turetskaya svadba (Turkish wedding) 
A savage reprisal against an informer in a women's prison. A shovel handle is inserted 
into the rectum or vagina up to two feet deep, damaging the internal organs and eventually 
killing the victim. 

Turnut po mande/pizde meshalkoy (to shove in the cunt with a mixer; to put someone 
in his/her place) 
A term used in women's prisons, referring to the expulsion of a privileged thief from a 
criminal group for not keeping up her promise to the authoritative thieves. 

Ugostit svoej kurochkoy (to treat someone to one's own hen) 
As a token of her positive predisposition, an active privileged lesbian offers her passive 
lesbian partner as a slave to another active authoritative lesbian for one or two sessions 
of intercourse. Passive lesbians must take care of and serve their active partners: launder 
clothes, make the bed, comb their hair, massage and bathe them, provide cigarettes, share 
food parcels, make or mend clothing. They must only partner their kobla (husband) during 
prison dances. Jealousy often caused cruel fights at such dances, and injuries were 
common. Both passive and active lesbians participated in these fights. On many occasions, 
after serving their sentences and getting out of prison, a passive lesbian would return to 
her husband or live with a man. Her former active lesbian partner, after being released 
herself, would then kill her former lover. 

Ukontropupit v sortir/klozet (to drown in the outhouse) 
To knock out a political prisoner, then drown him in the outhouse. 

Fiksatsiya na shkonke (to affix to a bunk bed) 
To punish an out of favour prisoner, on the orders of one of the prison's criminal 
authorities, by hanging them upside down with their hands tied. 

Khimiki snoshayut i familiyu ne sprashivayut (the 'chemists' screw you and don't ask 
your name) 
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A common phrase used by convicted women who escaped from the settlement where they 
lived and worked while on parole. There they were gang-raped at night by men on 
parole. Those who attempted to hide underneath beds were pulled out by the arms, legs, 
and hair, then raped on the beds or floor. Pillows were used to muffle the screams. If women 
struggled too much, they were beaten. They were also robbed. As a result, the women 
fled back to prison to finish their prison terms. 

Khorosho ustroitsya (to settle-in to a good place) 
To be placed in a prison psychiatric institution, feigning mental illness, until the fraud 
is discovered. 

Khryushki-pn'lipaly (sticking piggies) 
Female petty thieves who pose as authoritative thieves in prisons where no one knows them. 

Chernye barygi (black profiteers) 
Convicted criminals from the Caucasus who bought fruits and vegetables from villagers 
and small entrepreneurs and sold them in large cities throughout Russia. 

Chernye pn'pukhshie podnarniki (black brazen podnarniks; literally 'from under the 
bunk bed') 
Petty thieves and con artists who posed as local authoritative thieves and extorted money 
from street vendors. When they were imprisoned and their imposture was revealed, 
they became prison outcasts. 

Chernye reki-bespredela (black extremist racketeers) 
1. Sadists who were imprisoned in northern Siberian prisons. They extorted money from 
their victims by torturing them with hot irons, hanging them upside down, raping them, 
or inserting a bottle into the vagina or anus. The old 'idealist' legitimate thieves turned 
them into outcasts by ordering other prisoners to forcibly sodomise them as a punishment 
for arrogance, conceit, and imposture. Imposture as a legitimate thief combined with 
extremist behaviour, tarnishes the reputation of the authoritative criminals, the old elite 
of the criminal world. 2. Black mokrushnik racketeers(i.e. those who committed murder) 
also become outcasts. 
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Terms Used to Describe Prisoners of the Gulag 

216 



BOMZHiZ: Bez Opredelennogo Mesta Zhitelstva i Zanyatiya (a homeless person) 
Without an official living space or occupation, judged guilty for a breach of the passport 
code according to Article 192 (1926), and Article 198 (1960), serving a sentence of one 
or two years. They are not respected among the condemned, as they retain the moral and 
physical characteristics of free men. 

Buketniki (bouquet holders) 
A male or female prisoner suffering from one or more venereal disease, such as syphilis, 
chancre, the clap, etc. 

venernye stradalki (suffering Venuses) 
Prostitutes, condemned for the infection of sexual partners with sexually transmitted 
diseases under Article 150 ( 1926) and Article 115 ( 1960). 

Glavpetuh (head cockerel) 
An unofficial leader of the prison zone, he has full authority in his contact with subordinate 
leaders of other unofficial groups of the ITU, and participates in the resolution of 
various arguments between those falling under the jurisdiction of the 'cockerels'. 

Greb v cherdachke (an oar in the attic) 
A spoon poking out of the outer chest pocket of the prisoner's uniform. It signifies an 
outcast prisoner (a cockerel). This symbol is strictly adhered to by the prison's rogue 
authorities. 

Gruzchik (a loader) 
A subordinate prisoner, whom the other inmates have forced to take upon himself a crime 
he didn't commit, for which there is a short sentence (for example, the murder of an 
intruder to the prison zone by thieves). 

Dich lagernaya (camp fowl) 
Shy and withdrawn prisoners in the ITL, especially politicals, to whom, according to 
inmates' law, the rogue authorities can do whatever they want: rob, beat, rape or kill. 

Dokhodyaga (a goner, a famished person) 
The most numerous portion of the inmates of the Gulag, weakened from starvation, broken 
down through heavy labour and diseases, barely able to stand on their feet, for whom the 
rogue authorities have nothing but contempt, not even considering them people. 

Yebanashka (a fucked-up person) 
A mentally retarded prisoner in the ITL-ITK, held in contempt. 

Kolkhoz- 'Krasny Petukh' (communal farm - 'red cockerel') 
A row of condemned men in the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of the untouchables of the 
prison system: cast outs, cockerels, Finns, homosexuals/passive pederasts. They are 
held in separate accommodation, e.g. a barracks or bunker. 

Kosyachny (a deceiver) 
A prisoner who has broken the generally accepted rules of behaviour laid down by the 
unofficial law of prison camp system, who for this reason has lost authority, becoming 
judged, shunned, abandoned and unclean. Other prisoners are forbidden from having 
relations with him, as though he were a savage. 

Kurva s kotelkom (a bitch with a billycan) 
A prisoner released from the camp system, who constantly carries with him a billycan 
containing water. He finds scraps of food in the waste piles of the ITU, and rinses them 
in the can before devouring them. 
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Likhie podnarniki (dashing morons) 
Inmates who have committed street robberies. They are not respected by the old elite 
of thieves in the ITL-ITU, because they could have been victims themselves. For this 
reason they find themselves in a more subordinate position during their incarceration 
than hooligans, petty thieves, profiteers, cattle rustlers, etc. 

Mama (the mother) 
An unofficial leader in the prison hierarchy. Lower in status than the head cockerel. 

Merzopakostnye krysy (repulsive rats) 
Those convicted of hooliganism, e.g. defecating in lifts, courtyards, entry halls to blocks 
of flats, scrawling obscenities on the walls of houses, breaking lifts, burning and breaking 
postboxes and doors to blocks of flats, vandalising mansions, trees, garden benches, 
equipment in both children's and sporting playgrounds, breaking mirrors in houses, 
electric lamps, street lamps, breaking and ripping out the ear pieces of phones in public 
booths. All this vandalism was done in secret, without witnesses. 

Miner (a mine layer) 
Tried for hooliganism, e.g. the greasing with excrement of door handles to blocks of flats 
and flats themselves, also on the banisters of staircases and for dumping rubbish into 
neighbours' saucepans and kettles in a communal flat. Both men and women of the lumpen 
proletariat fall into this category of filth. 

Mokhnoryly upyr (a shaggy-faced ghoul) 
Those convicted of the rape of young children and young girls. 

Mokhnoryly chert (a shaggy-faced devil) 
Tried for bestial acts with minors under Articles 120 and 152 (1926). 

Neprikasaemy(an untouchable) 
A prisoner who has been the victim of homosexual rape by one or a group of prisoners. 
Morally and physically broken, they have lost human appearance, and suffer a similar status 
to that of a pederast. Many bestial acts are committed upon them (e.g. beating their legs). 
They have to carry out the filthiest menial jobs in the ITU. Other prisoners are not allowed 
to touch them with their hands, beating them only with their feet. It is forbidden to take 
or use anything belonging to them, as though they were infected. Prisoners of the camp 
are not allowed to give anything to them - if they did they would be beaten to death. At 
the table, the club and in the general running of the ITL-ITK they occupy a rear 
position. The administration of the ITU is forced to collect all of them into one group, 
to keep them in separate accommodation, have a separate place for them in the canteen, 
and to give them separate crockery and spoons marked with rusty holes, in order to spare 
them beatings, rape and murder. However, upon release from the prison camp these 
prisoners, to rebuild their confidence, commit the most atrocious, terrible and bloody 
crimes, thereby avenging their souls for years of inhuman subordination. Their victims 
are usually children, women and elderly people, none of whom could offer any serious 
resistance. One cannot pity these prisoners under any circumstances - they are guilty of 
the most serious crimes. If they complain the administration always answers, 'We did not 
invite you here; you wanted to come yourself.' 

Obdristanny na porlret (shit-splattered for a portrait) 
Convicted from the suit of krasnozhopye paviony (the red-arsed baboons) they are 
former Communists, members ofVLKSM, who have committed a crime for the second 
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time and have consequently been sentenced to imprisonment. With the aim of 
demoralising them, thugs force them to sleep on the barrack floor, once the outer doors 
to the quarters have been closed, they defecate on their faces and clothes. 

Obizhenka (the offended one) 
A prisoner who has been homosexually raped or is the victim of some other type of 
degrading act as a punishment for breaking the unofficial laws, rules and etiquette of the 
prison camp system. 

Obmaknuty (the baptized) 
A prisoner punished by the of1itsalovka for delinquency by slamming their head into the 
slop-bucket or toilet bowl. The women's otritsalovka performs similar acts on delinquents 
in the female ITL-ITK, for they are no better in their sophistication and beastliness than 
the men. In some cases they may even exceed the men in attempting to mock, taunt and 
subordinate their victims through subtle sadism. 

Papa (the daddy) 
An unofficial leader of a row of cells or a brigade of prisoners, including cockerels, and 
Finns, who is lower in rank than the head cockerel and the elder cockerel, but higher in 
rank than a mama; all these unofficial leaders are by their very nature active and passive 
pederasts, and as a rule they are 'combine harvesters' who have wives and children in their 
lives outside the camp. 

Plotnik (a carpenter) 
A thief who is facing expulsion from his group of rogue leaders at the command of the 
council of thieves, for failing to fulfil an obligation handed down by the zone authorities, 
or for a grave breach of prison camp thieves' law. As a result he has to commit a self-abasing 
act in the presence of other rogues: he is made to put a penis behind his ear, in the same 
way that a carpenter carries a pencil behind his ear at work. 

Podmetaly-petushnya (sweeping cockerels) 
A suit of untouchables in certain areas of the prison, who act as janitors in taboo places 
such as public toilets. They wash the floors in the barracks and the industrial zone, they 
sweep the ground and dig up and soften the earth in the forbidden zone, between the 
main compound and surrounding barbed wire fences. Participation in this kind of work 
is considered by the other prisoners to be beneath their status. 

Podnarniki (those under a plank [bunk] bed) 
Prisoners who are beaten, submissive and broken in spirit. They have been released, but 
for fun the guards force them to remain under a plank bed from dusk till dawn as an 
'educational measure'. Such prisoners include: 

Starshy petukh (the elder cockerel) 
The unofficial leader of the brigade or prison row of the downcast, convicted under Article 
154 (1926) and Article 121 (1960) for committing sodomy. He has inherent inclinations 
toward active and passive pederasty, with a track record from a young age (usually male 
pop artists and actors find this activity exciting; the female sex prefers lesbianism); he 
participates in the resolution of arguments and conflicts between the untouchables of 
the prison camp. 

Suchka-zhuchka (little bitch) 
A convicted, petty female thief, who has stolen from the personal effects of her friends 
in the dormitory and from the female convicts (items such as food, cigarettes, papers, 
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matches, sugar and sweets). For this 'rattiness' she has been beaten over the head with 
underpants by a group of prisoners and is thereby automatically 'lowered' into the ranks 
of the untouchables in the female prison camp system. 

Suchonka-govnoedka (the bitch shit-eater) 
A big slut, a petty thief, who has been sentenced to imprisonment in the female ITL­
ITK, she is spiritually and physically broken, and has had her head dunked into a toilet 
as a result of squabbling, spreading gossip or bad mouthing female prisoners, and is 
therefore 'lowered' into the ranks of the untouchables. 

Suchonka-sukhodrochka (the bitch dry-masturbator) 
A convicted former member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union who is an 
embezzler of state and society funds. 

Trakhnuty (fucked) 
A mentally retarded prisoner, held in contempt by all. 

Trinadtsaty otryad (the thirteenth row) 
A special brigade in the zone of the ITL-ITK, consisting entirely of afflicted prisoners; 
such a brigade is the prison's underbelly. 

Tryakhomudiya (the useless) 
Prisoners without any authority, who are incapable of standing up for themselves. 
Somewhat mentally retarded, they hold no opinions of their own and are cowardly by nature. 

'Titan' iz psikhushki (a 'Titan' from a madhouse) 
A prisoner held in contempt, psychologically unstable, recuperating in the psychiatric ward 
of the prison hospital. He has been delivered to a place of imprisonment as a 'convalescent' 
to sit out his sentence. 

Uzkoglazy churnyla (a slitty-eyed fool) 
A prisoner of Asian descent, who is despised by the prisoners of Russian descent and the 
thugs and chauvinists of the ITL-ITK 

Unitaz Unitazovich Govnoedov (toilet bowl - son of toilet bowl - shit-eater) 
A prisoner-bytovik without authority, who has had his head dunked into a toilet bowl or 
slop bucket full of faeces and urine. 

Fantomas (Fantomas is the central character from the popular French crime novels 
written between 1913 and 1963, a number of which were also made into films) 
A psychologically abnormal prisoner, who, instead of being imprisoned in the psychiatric 
hospital of the MVD prison system, is being held in the ITL-ITK 

Tselochnik (a rapist) 
An afflicted prisoner, convicted of rape. 

Cheburashka (a cartoon character from the 1966 children's story by Eduard U spensky) 
A despised younger passive pederast, held in the educational and work colony. He is the 
victim of pranks, subjugations and other revolting acts at the hands of the other younger 
rogue prisoners. 

Cherts krasnym obosrannym khvostom (the devil with a red shitty whip) 
A despised prisoner, formerly a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
who has now become an 'under the plank bed victim'. 

Shakalye Uackals) 
Petty thief prisoners, who are 'under plank bed victims'. 

Erzats (a fake) 
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A mentally retarded, psychologically abnormal prisoner from the camp system, who has 
arrived from the psychiatric hospital of the MVD after being 'cured' in order to sit out 
a short sentence in the prison system. 

Yazychnik (a heathen) 
A political prisoner convicted under the Article 58-10 (1926) for anti-Soviet agitation, who 
has been raped by the rogues of the prison on the orders of the NKVD-MGB. As a reward 
for this misdeed they received imported food products. Similar debasement and 
subjugation of political prisoners in the Gulag was a common occurrence. 
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Prevalent Diseases and Illnesses Among Prisoners of the Gulag 
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Main Diseases Found Among Inmates of the Gulag 

Distrophy: was widespread due to chronic hunger, excessively heavy physical labour, 
and the general weakening of the body. It prematurely ended the lives of millions of 
prisoners - slaves of the Communist prison system. 

Diptheria: common in corrective-labour colonies for juveniles, and more rarely in adult 
CLC-CLC [collective-labour colonies, collective-labour camps]. 

Pellagra: a skin illness caused by vitamin deficiency and constant hunger. The skin 
becomes uneven and rough, and covered in bloody cracks and tumours. 

Syphilis: became common after the Second World War (1941-1945), originating from 
both local and 'brought in' sources (mainly European countries). It was able to spread 
through poor medical attention, and the inadequacy or complete absence of medical 
supplies. 

Gonorrhoea: this was widespread after the Second World War among both prisoners 
and citizens of the free population. Before the war gonorrhoea was a rare disease in the 
Soviet Union. 

Tuberculosis: appeared in various forms and was the scourge of all VTK, CLC­
CLCs. It became significantly more common after the creation of the Communist Gulag 
system. This was due to chronic hunger, exhausting work, bad living conditions, over­
crowding, poor medical services, and the lack of, or total absence of medicine. At the end 
of the 1940s and the beginning of the 1950s between thirty and thirty-five per cent of Gulag 
prisoners were suffering from tuberculosis, with a high mortality rate, especially in the 
north and Siberian corrective-labour camps and colonies. 

Psychological Illnesses of Prisoners (in camp language) 

Gonki (races) 
A persecution mania which develops from the constant strain of the struggle for survival. 

Zhor (voracious appetite) 
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp, who is never full due to the systematic consumption 
of balanda (low-calorie skilly/gruel). 

Zhorny/Zhornaya/-kurva s Kotletom (a person with a voracious appetite and a pot) 
A prisoner from the dregs of the camp who has let himself go spiritually and physically. 
He constantly carries with him a jar of water, in which floats 'food' that has been found 
on the rubbish dump of the CLC-CLC: fish heads, skeletons with tails, potato peelings, 
various vegetable pieces and so on. They lick clean, 'make as smooth as plaster', the bowls 
from the dining hall and everything they find is consumed with a raging hunger, from 
which they are never free. Victims of ridicule and mockery, they are kicked for the 
slightest misdeed (they cannot be punched as anyone who touches them with their 
hands becomes 'unclean' or 'fouled' themselves). 

Zhizneradostnyie (cheerful) 
Prisoners in both male and female detention centres, and also corrective-labour colonies 
for juveniles. They do not present a danger to those around them. 

Zaboboshenny (cuckoo) 
A prisoner who, when deprived of freedom after his arrest, inquest and court case, 
constantly thinks about his family. This affects his behaviour, and his ability to fulfil 
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assigned work. He becomes reserved and answers questions wrongly. 
Zadvinutye na Valta (obsessed with the jack/knave in playing cards) 

Prisoners who, even though they are guilty, constantly think about revenge (including 
murder) against those who deprived them of their freedom. Victims, witnesses and 
those who work for police are the focus of their obsession. This condition is found in 
women as well as men. 

Kobel-samoyed (male dog-samoyed) 
A mentally backward prisoner-masturbator, who hangs a photograph or publication in 
front of himself containing an image of a woman. After achieving orgasm he eats his own 
sperm. They are the lowest of the low of the camp. 

Shastlivye (the happy ones) 
A petty bureaucrat, a Soviet man (sovok - person with Soviet mentality). These are 
psychologically damaged prisoners, who cannot comprehend or come to terms with the 
fact that they are in a place of detention. They are placed by the administration into inter­
regional special psychiatric prison hospitals belonging to the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
for the USSR. This condition affects men, women, and juveniles. 

U nego/neyo gus otorvalsya (his/her goose has escaped) 
A mental illness among prisoners where the victim perceives everything around them to 
be unreal. They cannot orientate themselves in space and time, don't remember their 
surnames, their former address or the Article of the Criminal Code by which they have 
been sentenced. They confuse day and night, and do not recognise their relations. 

Causes of Death in the Gulag 

Death in the Gulag could be the result of any of the following: illness, incidents on site, 
explosions, avalanches, accidents, floods, fires, murder, inter-camp settling of scores (on 
the order of thieves with authority the camp administration NKGB-MGB), the suppression 
of strikes, uprisings, during escape attempts and torture during questioning. However 
inmates might die, the administration would only use the following standard medical 
diagnoses when listing the cause of death: 
1. Acute heart attack. 
2. Extensive myocardial infarction. 
3. Acute kidney insufficiency. 
4. Stroke. 
5. Fatal liver cancer. 

Places of Burial and Graves of Gulag Prisoners 

1.Ammonalnik - a hole blasted into the permafrost. 
2. Empty coal mineshafts - after the corpses were thrown in they were covered with lime 
chloride or rubbish and earth. The next load would then be dumped on top. 
3. Individual burials - in camp cemeteries, the corpses were buried in written-off 
clothing, paper sacks - 'bags' and wooden coffins - 'pea jackets'. 
4. Business trip/mission/into the ocean - in the northern camps of Siberia during the 
winter months, it was commonplace to lower naked corpses under the ice through a hole 
which had been cut for this purpose. 

224 



Names for Camp Cemeteries 

In the language of the prisoners, camp cemeteries were called: 
1. 'The Embrace of Communism.' 
2. 'Into the bright future of Sovdepiya (the Soviet world).' 
3. 'The dead-end of Socialism.' 
4. 'The slag-heap of human material.' 
5. 'The Zek sanatorium.' 
The farewell phrase said to a Gulag prisoner dying of constant hunger, excessive work, 
illness, or killed by other prisoners was: 'Joyfully he arrived at Communism, at the 
bright dawn of humanity!' 
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Prisoner's Sadistic Games, Jokes and Entertainment 
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Balalaika (the balalaika) 
A joke played inside the cell. When the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed 
between his fingers and set alight. The victim wakes up because of the pain, making 
movements with his hands similar to that of playing the balalaika. 

Bashmak na dykhalku (a shoe on one's chest) 
When the victim is asleep after a long day's work in the industrial zone, the otritsaly 
(members of the otritsalovka collectively) use a shoelace to tie a boot to his genitals and 
place it on his chest, under his chin. When the victim wakes up, he throws the shoe from 
his body, causing himself great pain. 

Vaterpasnut (Dutch term for measuring levels, used in construction) 
To drop a brick, breeze block or other heavy object from a great hight on to a person below 
and then disappear. This joke is usually played from the roof or window of the work house. 
Occasionally this causes serious injury or death to the victim. 

Vvesti narkoz (to administer anaesthetic) 
To knock out the victim with a blow from a heavy object. 

Velociped (the bicycle) 
Similar to 'the balalaika': when the victim is asleep, rolled up pieces of paper are placed 
between the toes and set alight. With the rising temperature the victim wakes up, 
recreating the actions of pedalling a bicycle 

Zapodolit poblyadushku (to pull up a slut's hem) 
Played on a girl or woman, generally those belonging to the lumpen-proletariat, whose 
only value in male prisons are their sexual organs. Before she is gang raped, the victim's 
skirt or dress is lifted and tied over her head, then objects are pushed up her vagina. These 
may include: crushed-up empty cigarette packets, cigarette butts, matchboxes, wine bottle 
corks, leftover snacks, a pine cone (if in a park or forest), a large branch from a bramble 
bush. The intention is that the victim only realises what the items are later. This type 
of unpleasant situation could befall girls from decent families as well. 

lgra na sakharok iii pederasta (playing for a sugar-cube or your virtue) 
Cunning inmates from the otritsalovka, lure inexperienced inmates into a game of 
cards, where the price of losing can be the victim's manhood. 

Mokhnushku prichastit (to baptize the cunt) 
To urinate on a drunk woman's vagina after copulation. 

Mena poveselit s podzharokj (to make a man laugh by frying his meat) 
A way of extorting money and other things of value. The body is burnt with an electric 
iron, and an electrode is pushed into the victim's anus. 

Opustit vtikhouyu (to lower quietly) 
One of the most despicable acts of humiliation used on urban convicts by convicted 
hoodlums from the otritsalovka. A physically strong grown man, of solid character, who 
is unaware of the authority of the other convicts, would have a convict's penis (or a rag 
soaked in sperm or vaginal fluids), wiped across his lips at night when he is sleeping. This 
is done in the presence of a group of 'witnesses' with the intention of 'lowering' the victim 
into the cast of the fallen or downcast. Women would be 'lowered' into the class of 
whores and pigs. 

Podlyanshiki krysy i krysyata (leaders of the rats and baby rats) 
An initiation rite that takes place in a large block of flats. The lifts must be broken then 
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defecated in, and faeces must be smeared on the door handles of all flats and the block's 
main entrance. Faeces must be left in all the flower boxes and hallways. Broken glass from 
the windows is scattered on the first and second floors. The entrances and doors to the 
flats are set on fire, the locks are broken and the electric doorcode destroyed. Everything 
is graffitied, all the lights are broken, the postboxes are burnt, the rubbish and bins are 
set alight, any rubbish skips are beaten out of shape. All benches are broken, all facilities 
such as playgrounds or sports areas are also destroyed, trees are cut down and plants 
uprooted. Any pigeons, cats or dogs found in the area are captured, tortured and killed. 
This type of initiation is carried out by homeless children, children with a troubled history 
(who attend special schools), children who are underage offenders and recent inmates 
of child correctional colonies. 

Pogladit ruchnikom po tykve (to stroke the pumpkin) 
To corral the victim into a doorway or park with the intention of robbing them. The victim 
is hit on the head with a hammer, her earrings are stolen, along with any other valuable 
items that can be found in the victim's handbag. 

Poteshitsya (to have fun) 
A sadistic game carried out after the rape of a woman, whereby her genitalia are poked 
with a broom or any other bristly object at hand. 

Prichastit kosmocha za grev (to take communion for a parcel) 
To forcefully sodomise a member of the clergy, with the objective of humiliating the victim. 
Carried out on the orders of the NKVD-MGB, afterwards the rapist would be rewarded 
with food or cigarettes by the authorities in gratitude for this act. 

Rekratsukha bychkov i telok (recreation with bulls and calves) 
To take a hostage for ransom. 

Seans dat (to give a show) 
With the intention of causing mischief, the perpetrator has sexual intercourse with a drunk 
woman in front of a large crowd of people. Her legs are lifted high and the man sings 
various rude verses. 

Soedinit Volgu s Donom (to connect the Volga to the Don) 
A form of sadistic rape, whereby the vaginal crevice and anal cavity are stretched together 
using one's fingers, ignoring the protests of the victim. 

Spustit podlyanku na podlyanku (to trick a trickster) 
To goad three groups of convicts into fighting for a joke, then make peace. 

Surpriz-mina (the surprise mine) 
To defecate in the flat one is robbing, the faeces are then concealed for the owner of the 
apartment to discover later. 

Upyrmokhnoryly (the mossy ghoul) 
The condemnation of paedophiles and those who brutally and viciously rape women. In 
one case a criminal stretched the orifices of his victims for his own amusement, and to 
give them something to remember him by. The nature of the man's crimes were made 
known to the staff and inmates at the prison he was sent to, so that the inmates could 
fully understand 'who is who' and carry out their own form of justice. 

Shlyumku nadryuchit na kumpol (to put a bowl on the crown) 
Practised in order to humiliate the victim and amuse the perpetrators. A full bowl of prison 
gruel is emptied over the head of a randomly selected victim. 
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Shutka (the joke: sadistic recreational acts) 
1: To pour petrol or kerosene over an unsuspecting sleeping convict and set fire to him. 
Usually the petrol was only poured onto the lower half of the body. 2: To hammer a nail 
through the victims stool or bench. 3: To urinate or pour acid into the victim's water jug. 
4: To spread axle grease over a bench, or to cover the floor around it with ball-bearings. 
5: To place a large breezeblock above a door, so when it is opened the block falls directly 
onto the victim's head. 6: To place excrement inside the bread ration. 7: To place a lighted 
cigarette inside the victim's jacket pocket. 8: To attach an electrode to a metal door handle. 
9: To defecate into an unsuspecting convict's shoes during the night. 

Shutka chernozhopykh i zheltomordykh zverey (a joke played on black-arsed and yellow­
faced beasts) 
Carried out on those of Circassian or Asian origins. The victim was castrated and his 
testicles were stuffed in his mouth, he was then forced to swallow them, nearly choking 
in the process. The attackers did not kill him so that when they were caught, they would 
receive a lighter sentence. 

Erzats-estradnik (a phoney performer) 
As a joke and a form of exhibitionism, the perpetrator exposes his genitalia to women and 
young children (especially girls). Accompanied with rude gestures. 

Yaponskoye/Gruzinskoye tango (the Japanese/Georgian tango) 
A form of sadistic recreation and a method of settling disputes between blatnye. Two 
blindfolded convicts fight each other with knives of identical size and length, surrounded 
by completely silent inmates. The first serious drawing of blood decides the fight. After 
the tango all sins and debts are forgiven. A display of courage like this was reserved for 
blatnye only. 
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Terms Used to Describe the Actions of the Prison System Administration 
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Avtoruchka, list bumagi iii kherv ochko? (a pen, a piece of paper or a cock up the arse?) 
The offer made to a thief by the authorities to compel him into renouncing the thieves' 
world. If he refused he was placed in a khata (pressing cell) where pressers (see page 
213) would torture and anally rape him 'in chorus', until he agreed to abandon his 
thieving ways. 

Aktivny raskol (rigorous interrogation) 
An interrogation where the victim was beaten up and water poured over him every time 
he lost consciousness. 

Baranyee kresty (ram's crosses) 
This system of marking a convict's file began in 1947. Following the repeal of the death 
penalty for murder, the camp court would only add a twenty-five year sentence for this 
crime, leading to a dramatic increase in murders among convicts. Red pencil crosses were 
marked in the personal file of any prisoner who killed in this way. Some convicted thieves 
had over ten crosses; their victims were usually politicals. 

Bely Lebed ITU (the White Swan Prison) 
The conditions created by the administration at this prison, were particularly cruel. 
Inmates were suppressed and subjected to intense physiological pressure. Even an 
authoritative 'thief in law' could be raped or lowered in other ways. 

Bez poslednego (minus the last one) 
The methodical execution of prisoners by firing squad, after the order Vykhodi na 
rabotu (come out to work). To discourage lingering in the barracks the last convict to line 
up for work after this command would be taken beyond the guarded zone and executed. 

Birka zeka (a convict's label) 
Before dead convicts were allowed to be buried, a piece of plywood or hard piece of card 
measuring no more than 6 by 8 centimetres would be tied to the big toe of the body using 
wire or twine. The label would carry the details of the inmate, written with a lead pencil. 
The graphite of the pencil would keep well in the soil, in the event of future exhumation. 

Eich otlovlenny dlya scheta (citizens caught for the quota) 
A number of convicts would escape from every Gulag convoy. To make up the balance 
vagrants were caught at railway stations and press-ganged into the carriages. On arrival 
at the ITL these innocent citizens would be given over to the system, despite their protests. 
It might take years before the 'mistake' was officially recognised. Even then it was often 
less trouble for the authorities to keep these 'suspects' rather than let them out. 

Bolty v khezalnik iii avtoruchka i bumaga?(a bolt [cock] in the arse or a pen and paper?) 
The offer made to blatnye otritsaly (prisoners who refuse to submit to the prison rules). 
They were forced to write a text renouncing their criminal life then read it over the zone's 
public announcement system. It would tell of their 'wish to step on the path to correction 
and work, and to be of use to society'. If they refused they were placed into akhata (pressing 
cell) where they would be beaten and raped. 

Bumerang (the boomerang) 
To discourage complaints from the convicts, any allegations made about a specific 
employee of the ITU were delt with by the same employee. 

V stoylo zagnat iii otritsalu vydat zamuzh (into the cowshed or to marry off an otritsala, 
i.e a member of the otritsalokva) 
Anyone who breaks the regime and refused to work, would be placed in a special cell where 
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he'd be beaten up and raped under the instructions of the administration. 
Zabytye (the forgotten ones) 

Citizens were sometimes arrested by the NKVD-MVD without official orders and placed 
in over-crowded cells with those who had already been sentenced. When the time came 
to transfer the prisoners to the Gulag everyone in the cell was transported, including those 
without official orders. Once they reached the camp they would only be freed with much 
difficulty, often after months or years had passed. 

Zade/at paskhalnogo gusya (to make an Easter goose) 
A recidivist thief would be placed in a pressing cell, tied into a mattress cover and hung 
up for hours or even days. He would have no option but to urinate and defecate in his 
clothes. After being allowed out of the cover to eat, he was rehung. This was an effective 
method of making the thief renounce the criminal authorities. Following this torture they 
would put his excrement-covered trousers on his head and place him in a cell of thieves. 

Zade/at paskhalnogo gusya s rikhtovkoy (to flatten an Easter goose) 
A recidivist thief was placed in a pressing cell with a gag in his mouth, where he was tied 
in a mattress cover and laid on the floor. There he would be beaten with broomhandles 
and kicked. During this beating his persecutors demand that he renounce the thieves 
clan, then they release him from the cover. If he refuses to renounce they replace it and 
continue beating him until they get a positive result. 

Zatknut klyap (to plug with a gag) 
When a condemned convict is taken from his cell to be shot, a special soft gag is used 
which has straps similar to those of a gas mask. This prevents him from screaming. 

Zonu zaglushit (to suppress the zone) 
The administration would take all the otritsaly (including their leaders, who had a 
hostile attitude to the camp regime), out of the ITK, and transport them to camps in the 
distant northern tundra and Siberian forest. This would help secure order and discipline 
among the remaining convicts by controlling the regime, reinforcing re-education and 
improving the productivity of their labour in the industrial zone. 

Zonu slomat (to break the zone) 
Special forces of the MVD would enter the zone to bring the regime to order, usually where 
the inmates had rebelled against the despotism of the thieves, who had been ruling over 
them. They would pick out the blatnye who had deliberately 'defrosted' the zone, 
provoking riots, and take them to the pre-trial detention centre. There they would be 
sentenced to between eight and fifteen years imprisonment or the death penalty, then 
transferred to other prison regime camps in distant northern and Siberian areas. 

Klassovy podkhod (class attitude) 
The protective attitude of the law enforcement agencies toward the nomenclatura who 
stole state and communal property. 

Koridorognevoy (fire corridor) 
The forbidden zone was surrounded by barbed wire (during the winter months the snow 
wasn't removed from this area, in summer the ground was raked over). This zone was 
alarmed, and in the dark it would be lit with electric lamps and spotlights. The main fence 
was painted white, both inside and out, to make it easier to see escapees. Guards had the 
right to shoot to kill anyone entering this area. 

Lokalnaya vyshka (watchtower) 
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A tower where during the day a convict activist would be on duty, keeping an eye on the 
camp, making sure order is observed. He would have a local telephone connected to the 
reception desk, the checkpoint (KPP) and the assistant head of the camp on duty 
(DPNK) as well as the head office of the ITK 

Matsatka (a forty gallon barrel) 
A form of execution by the VChK. The victim was placed into a barrel lined with sharp 
nails which was then rolled around until he was dead. When removed from the barrel the 
body would be almost completely drained of blood. 

Metodom leninskogo phizicheskogo ubezhdeniya (the Lenin method of physical persuasion) 
Interrogation with sadistic tortures using instruments and technical means. 

Na zapretku vygnat (to send onto the forbidden zone) 
To make the newly arrived convicts work constructing the forbidden zone. They would 
place the barbed wire, paint the fence white and dig the ground. This work was considered 
to be zapadlo (beneath their dignity) by the other convicts. For the administration it was 
an effective method of discovering the otritsaly among the newly arrived. They were placed 
in SHIZO (solitary confinement) for refusing this type of work, and marked out by the 
administration as potential breakers of the ITL regime in the future. 

Na porevo prodat kuratku-chukhnu (to sell a girl from the Baltic states) 
Thieves, who had already bought girls from the NKVD during their transportation to the 
Gulag, would then sell these (political) girls from the Baltics to other criminals for 
money or goods. These transactions would take place on the way to eastern Siberia or 
Komi-ASSR. The thieves law allowed her new owner to strangle or stab the girl if she 
did anything wrong, to give her up to satisfy the sexual needs of other convicts in the 
carriage or to sell her as a slave to another criminal. The guard would have already 
written her off as dead on the journey (among political prisoners the death rate was very 
high). Beautiful young girls from the Baltic states were more valuable than those from 
western Ukraine and Modolvia. This trade was very common in the 1940s. 

NKVDevsky bespredel KPSS (the excesses of the NKVD of the Communist Party) 
The various methods of taking away a person's humanity in the Gulag through hunger, 
humiliation, torture, beatings, spiritual and physical suppression with the real threat to 
health and life. All these methods were legitimised by the Communist ideology of the 
elimination of enemies. 

Obvalka (dissection) 
After executions in prison, the corpses were chopped up using butchers' axes, the body 
parts would then be placed into a powerful electric cutter. The resulting 'minced meat' 
was mixed with the prison sewage, put through the treatment plant, then disposed of in 
canals, ditches and rivers. 

Obvinilovka s gruzom (indictment with burden) 
Convicts who were suffering from drug addiction and alcoholism were additionally 
sentenced to forced treatment at the ITU, where they would serve their term until both 
the medical commission and the court decided to release them. No amnesty, free pardon 
or release on parole was applied to such prisoners. 

Oblomnaya kamera (the breaking cell) 
A special prison cell where, on the orders of the administration, the prisoners (including 
politicals), were 'firmly put on the road to correction' using 'the methods of physical 
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persuasion': tortures, beatings and the rape of both men and women. 
Perdilnik (the farting room) 

A special 'freezer cell' in the prison, a SHIZO without glass (only bars) in the window, 
where the temperature is the same as in the guarded zone outside. Ferocious otritsaly, 
authoritative thieves, and politicals were placed here wearing nothing but their underwear, 
for two to three hours, in temperatures up to twenty-five degrees below freezing. The 
aim of this punishment was re-education. 

Petushinaya Uralskaya zona (cockerel's Ural zone) 
The MVD set up an experimental colony where they brought inmates who had been 
'lowered' from different ITKs across the country with the intention of saving them 
from discrimination, torture, beatings and rape. It was in this colony that the slaves of 
the slaves showed what they were capable of. The cruellest settling of scores began, with 
murders, stabbings, rapes and tortures. They fought for leadership of the zone according 
to where they came from, their crimes etc. The colony turned into the worst hell on earth. 

Pod koromyslo musorov popast (to end up under the yoke of rubbish) 
A method of punishing a convict breaker of the regime who had assaulted guards. They 
were handcuffed yoke backwards, with one arm over the shoulder and the other round 
the side, so the wrists met behind the back. Sometimes they would be hung on a hook 
by the elbow. The convict would scream in severe pain, soil himself, and after a short 
period, lose consciousness. (This NKVD method was later used by the Gestapo and SS.) 

Pod naporom rabota (working under pressure) 
1. This absurd prison camp socialist competition was invented by the Communists. The 
criminals (hooligans, thieves, robbers, killers, rapists), and their brigades would be 
awarded the first, second and third places, and handed red pennants displaying texts about 
raising productivity and portraits of Lenin. 2. Such socialist competition particularly raged 
in pressing cells where, as a warning, those who did not fulfil the norm would be 
repeatedly hit on the head. If that didn't work, the other convicts in the cell (the whole 
brigade), would beat them. There were no lazy or depressed inmates in such cells, as they 
would be beaten too. Everyone was smiling, working with enthusiasm and performing 
over and above target, this was the 'Dawn of Communism' - in a prison cell ... 

Pravo pervoy nochi khozyaina (the master's right of the first night) 
On arriving at the distant women's Siberian or northern Gulag ITL of the NKVD-NVD, 
groups of wives and daughters of 'enemies of the people' would go through a medical 
examination where the authorities picked out the most beautiful, slender, virgin girls. The 
lustful head of the camp would then be informed of the selection. According to unwritten 
camp law, he had the 'right of the first night' - to sleep with the convict slaves of the 
Communist system. He would choose a girl that he liked and call her to his office, 
where he would ask her to become his mistress; in exchange she would receive privileges. 
Any girl who refused would simply be raped and sent to the hardest labour sites: logging, 
constructing log rafts (where they would have to stand in freezing water up to their necks), 
loading Jogs onto trains and barges, as well as bricks, sacks of cement etc., or they would 
be put into the SHIZO, to break them spiritually. Some of these desecrated girls would 
commit suicide because of these conditions. 

Pravo pervomu slomat ochko (the right to be the first to break the arse) 
The authoritative criminal of the pressing cell would be the first to rape the victim who 
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had been placed there by the administration of the ITU, NKGB-MGB (the victims 
were otritsaly, authoritative criminals, legitimate thieves, those who refused to work and 
politicals). The other pressing cell inmates would then rape the victim in the order of 
status established by the authoritative criminal in charge of the cell. 

Pressovshchik (coerced operator) 
A special executioner/torturer who was recruited from the criminals of the lumpen 
proletariat or the fringes of society. Kept in special cells, they were exempted from hard 
labour, given plentiful rations taken from other prisoners' personal parcels and provided 
with alcohol. They followed the orders of the camp authorities to rape, beat and break 
the spirit of other inmates, with the intention of stopping their life of crime, and to ensure 
they led a normal life in the future. Their victims included professional criminals, 
habitual criminals, robbers, politicals, perpetrators of armed attacks, malicious saboteurs 
of the camp regime, women and children, racketeers and murderers. 

Raskol tretey stepeni (third degree interrogation) 
An interrogation using torture and special instruments to make the victim admit to any 
absurd accusation, e.g. spying for bourgeois states such as Antarctica, Mont Blanc, 
Vesuvius, Euphrates, Bosphorus, Sierra Nevada, Atlantic etc. Especially popular during 
the period 1937 to 1939, when NKVD cadets on practical training in Siberia or the Near 
East amused themselves by beating confessions out of semi-literate peasants. They 
created a situation where the more 'saboteurs' and 'enemies of the people' they found, 
the more capable they were proved. There was even competition between cities and regions 
(Vladivostok and Khabarovsk, Novosibirsk and Kemerovo, Sverdlovsk and Chelyabinsk, 
Moscow and Leningrad, etc.). At the tribunals and special meetings where they were tried, 
many of these semi-literate peasants could not even articulate the name of the 'bourgeois 
state' supposedly employing them to 'spy', or carry out 'sabotage'. This elicited only smiles 
from the iniquitous Communist 'judge' -executioners. 

Skvoz stray kozlov i opushchennykh (through a line of bastards and lesser criminals) 
Newly admitted dangerous criminals were forced between two lines of inmates who, for 
whatever reason, felt negatively toward professional criminals. The new admission was 
beaten with rubber truncheons prior to being allocated a cell. As is well known, professional 
criminals generally come from the fringes of society and the lumpen proletariat, and respect 
only rough physical force involving actual threat to life and limb. Decades of experience 
taught camp administrations that words were useless and only physical force had any effect. 
This was condemned by humanitarians and democrats who never experienced the 
brutality and parasitism these criminals displayed. The laws of the criminal world are based 
on fear, blood and death- just like those of the Communist system. Such brutal measures 
were designed to kill all desire in the criminals to oppose the camp regime, or to reject 
undertaking labour for the benefit of the society in which they were formerly parasites. 

Slomat krytuyu (break the cover) 
The correctional labour camp used violence and force to destroy the psychology of the 
criminals and their 'romanticism'. Habitual criminals who were against the camp regime 
and its work requirements were subject to harsh corrective measures to make them 
renounce the world of crime and introduce them to socially useful labour. To achieve the 
desired results these measures were taken without pity or compassion. In the event of 
mass insubordination, Spetsnaz (from the Ministry of the Interior) was called upon. 
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Sotslyut (social-ferocious) 
1. An orphanage for abandoned children. 2. Pupils of special schools for difficult children 
from troubled backgrounds. 3. A special technical college for the children of criminals, 
vagrants and the poor. 4. A corrective labour camp system with a general regime where 
first-time criminals were held before being sent to their final camp. All kinds of minor 
criminals who joined the fight for leadership in the camp were held here. As a result, many 
fights broke out between the different groups and grew into large, chaotic arguments with 
no rules or criminal etiquette, only rape, mutilation, and murder. The most violent 
offenders were those under the age of eighteen who had already been in young offenders' 
institutions and were later transferred to adult camps. These young people with their love 
of disorder were a permanent group of troublemakers in all adult camps. 

Spetsnaz MVD n'khtovka (Ministry of the Interior Spetsnaz 'fixers') 
Suppressors of mutiny and mass insubordination of convicted criminals in the corrective 
labour camp system. Criminals who carried out arson attacks on the camp were dispersed 
with water canon, and the main perpetrators segregated for trial under Article 77 of the 
Soviet Criminal Code ( 1960) for the disruption of corrective labour institutions. This crime 
carried a prison sentence of between eight to fifteen years or the death penalty. Article 
321 of the current Russian Criminal Code (1996) punishes the same crimes with prison 
sentences of between five to twelve years. 

Stoyka mordoy v ugol, ruki po shvam (to face the corner, arms by your sides) 
A brazier which burns for many hours, in which the legs of prisoners are burnt and swollen. 
Implemented in certain prison camps, this practise originates from interrogation methods 
employed by organs such as the NKVD, NKGB and MGB in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Tverdo vstavshy na put ispravleniya (firmly put upon the path toward correction) 
1. A prisoner, who has refused to become involved in crime and has ceased criminal activity. 
2. Someone who has become an active and willing assistant to the MVD and KGB. 3. 
Someone who has become involved in the internal routine/order section (SVP), to help 
the administration in the prison zones. 4. Someone who has become an enforcer for the 
authorities, helping them remove the seasoned criminals and thieves, along with their 
laws which use homosexual rape, torture, beatings and debasement as punishments. 

Tramvay (a tram) 
A special place in the prison camp, where prisoners convicted of particularly cruel and 
bloody crimes gang-rape girls and women who are considered 'harmful' and 'enemies 
of the people', with the aim of coercing them into giving necessary information to the 
NKVD-NKGB-MGB. Having chosen their victims from among the prisoners, the 
authorities ask them mockingly, '.Are you happy being a sex slave? Your male cellmates 
are very satisfied with you, and have asked that you be left in their cell a little longer. Do 
you want to go and meet them now? Or shall we continue the talks we started earlier .. .' 
and so on. Only those strong in character can withstand such inhumane subjugations. 
The inmate-'tram drivers' were not allowed to beat these unfortunate girls and women, 
only to rape them, force them to have oral sex and to stick their fingers inside their vaginas. 
After the testimony/confession 'in the tram' of around twenty victims, all the convicts shot 
themselves, helping to preserve the secret of these terrible methods of investigation. 

Tryum (the ship's hold) 
A special torture cell used for the interrogation of 'enemies of the people'. Rats were kept 
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in a special container, on top of which both men and women were seated without their 
underwear. The bottom of the container would then be heated with a kerosene lamp, 
causing the rats to try to escape by jumping up and biting into the victim's body. Men's 
testicles were specially tied up and positioned to aid the torture process. The rats were 
kept in metal cages in the holding cells, their legs chained to prevent them escaping. Rats 
were the first helpers of the NKVD-NKGB-MGB and the 'armed forces of the party'; 
such interrogations were considered highly effective. 

Uboyny tsekh (the workshop of death) 
A building or place, where death sentences are carried out by liquidators during 'bloody' 
days, nights and 24 hour periods, approved by committees, tribunals and courts. 

Uzda musorov (a pig's [police] bridle) 
To put a straight jacket on a prisoner who has broken the prison regime, or who has 
attacked a member of the administration regime. The legs of the convict would be bent 
backwards so that they nearly touch the convict's own neck and a strap is put across his 
mouth. The back cramps up completely while the inmate is lying on his stomach, either 
on the cell floor or in the corridor. This constricting position causes the victim to lose 
consciousness in about thirty minutes. Prisoners who have experienced this 'curbing of 
the filth', when threatened with a straight jacket by the administration of the ITU or with 
punishment from the elders in their prison block, quickly understand the consequences 
and say, 'Boss, forgive me, I'll put a cork in it ... ' or something similar. 

Chernaya Marusya (the Black Maria) 
A truck or saloon car belonging to the organs of the NKVD-MGB used for the 
transportation of arrested men and convicts. It is equipped with a 'glass' compartment 
for one person and an observation aperture or 'top'. Usually they were disguised with a 
sign on the side reading 'Bread', 'Vegetables', etc. Very rarely they were painted with the 
threatening initials 'NKVD'. Commonly referred to as 'the Black Crow' or 'the Black Maria' 
people were frightened of these vehicles and avoided them at all costs. 

Sharashki (secret buildings) 
Special secret engineering bureaus and laboratories within the Gulag system where 
highly qualified convicts and 'enemies of the people' (academics, doctors and PhD 
students, engineers, constructors and workers), carry out work that is military, strategic 
and tactical in nature. They are organised by the KPSS, and have a headquarters in Moscow. 

Shlyuza (sluice) 
The twin gates in the KPP (checkpoint), which open in turn to allow vehicles through. 
Here, with the aid of specially trained dogs, all vehicles are searched for prisoners 
attempting to escape from the ITU, as well as weapons, contraband, drugs and spirits. 

Shtrafnik po nakatu gebeshnikov (fined for assaulting KGB officers) 
A dissident political prisoner, convicted by the administration of the ITU for breaking 
the laws of imprisonment by starting fights, keeping drugs, pornographic images, 
banknotes or spirits, either by hiding them under their beds or by sewing them into their 
pockets. They are placed in SHIZO (solitary confinement), preventing them from early 
release for good behaviour, or as part of the work programme for 'houses for the people'. 

Eshelonka (echelon) 
Internal convoy regiments of the NKVD-MVD who escort prisoners from one prison camp 
to another according to their documents. 
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period, form a devastating document, a haunting echo of the works 

of Varlam Shalamov and Alexandr Solzhenitsyn. 

With every vignette, Baldaev brings his characters to vivid life: 

from the lowest zek(inmate) to the most violent tattooed vor(thief), 

the practices and inhabitants of the Gulag system are revealed in 

incredible and shocking detail. He documents the contempt shown 

by the authorities to those imprisoned, and the transformation of 

these citizens into survivors or victims. This graphic depiction 

exposes the systematic methods of torture and mass murder of 

millions undertaken by the administration, as well as the atrocities 

committed by criminals on their fellow inmates. 
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