


5 4 7 9 5> 



G eoffrey J. Thomas was born and raised in 

Lancashire.As a student in Surrey, he joined 

the Home Guard, and entering the Army, he 

served in a Field Company RE before being 

posted to India and later to Malaya Command. 

It was in Malaya that he began his interest in the 

colours and markings of aircraft deployed in the 

region, particularly those used by the British 

services. On his return to the UK, he qualified as 

an architect and lived with his wife in Surrey in 

the south of England. 

His continuing study of the history of Allied 

air operations in the Far East eventually led to 

his acclaimed book Eyes for the Phoenix: Allied 
Aerial Photo-Reconnaissance Operations - South
East Asia 1941-1945 published by Hikoki 

Publications in 1999. 

Another interest was the captured Allied 

aircraft used by KG 200 and this book is the 

result of detailed research ·over several years on 

the part of the author. Sadly, Geoffrey Thomas 

died before this book was published. 

B arry Ketley is a recognised authority on 

historic military aviation. His fascination 

with things aeronautical began at the age of five 

when for two minutes he sat in the cockpit of a 

RAuxAF.Vampire at a Battle of Britain Open Day 

at Leconfield. Quite by chance Messers Airfix 

and Humbrol began producing their 

complementary wares shortly thereafter. 

Training as an industrial designer encouraged his 

interest in aircraft. Military aircraft and units, 

however, do not exist in isolation, they also 

represent 'politics by other means', to be used 

or misused by their political masters. Nowhere 

is this more apparent than in the Third Reich 

and no unit was more prey to such pressures 

than KG 200. This subject became a shared 

interest with Geoff Thomas following whose 

untimely death, was developed from an 

unfinished manuscript into this book. 

Barry Ketley is author and co-author of 

several reference works including Aufkli:irer: 
Luft.waffe Reconnaissance Aircraft. and Units 1935-
1945, French Aces ofWorldWar 2, Luft.waffe Emblems 
1939-1945 and Lu~waffe Fledglings 1935-1945 -
Luft.waffe Training Units and their Aircra~. 
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Shrouded in . secrecy and intrigue during its 
lifetime, and myth and legend since its 

dissolution, .Kam_pfgeschwader 200 still remains 

for many one of the most fascinating units of 
the Luftwaffe. Delivering spies while flying 

captured Allied aircraft, conducti.ng clandestine 

reconnaissance missions. over land and sea far 

from the Reich, testing new weapons such as 

the 'Mistel' composite bomber and the piloted 
V-1, and undertaking extremely long-range 
liaison flights - often over enemy , or neutral 

territory - were just some of the unit's tasks. 

But there was also a more sinister aspect to its 

operations: men from KG 200 played a 

significant part in the notorious action against 

the French Resistance on the Vercors plateau in 

1944, while others were involved in what were 

effectively suicide missions. Accompanied by 

many rare photographs, Geoff Thomas' deeply 

researched text throws new light on all aspects 
of this enigmatic unit, dispels a number of 

myths and shows that despite its · 'special' 

status, KG 200 was, in reality, just as much a 

prey to the Nazi hierarchy's ,power politics as 

every other branch of the Wehrmacht, with 
results that were often dramatic or tragic, but 

frequently farcical. 
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EDITOR'S FOREWORD 
Sadly, Geoff Thomas did not live to see this book in 

its finished state. He was seriously ill when he presented 
the draft manuscript and as a consequence the writer has 
had to edit the text wilhout the benefit of Geoff's guid
ing hand. In the course of discussions with numerous 
friends and contacts - in particular Friedemann Schell 
and Sven Carlsen in Germany, who undertook to review 
the text from the German viewpoint - a number of sig
nificant additions and corrections have been made. With 
their help and a good deal of additional documentary evi
dence which was unavailable to Geoff, I have have been 
able to cross-check and correlate the details of a number 
of operations and .aircraft. I have been helped greatly by 
information from Rick Chapman and Axel Urbanke, also 
in Germany, who very kindly allowed me to use their ar
ticle on the last desperate operations by the maritime 
Staffel. Nor must we forget Eduard (Ted) Winklcr's in
valuable assistance in deciphering and translating the old 
Sutterlin script in some of the KG 200 logbooks, which 
also revealed the names of some of the more obscure op
erations undertaken by the unit. Additional information 
concerning the little-known weather reconnaissance units 
linked to KG 200 was kindly supplied by Franz Selinger. 

By its very nature, the story of KG 200 and its ante
cedent units is intimately linked with the German Intelli
gence Services and political intrigue at the highest levels. 

2: L ong before he was 
involved with KG 200, 
Hptm Werner Baumbach 
receives the Oakleaves to the 
Knights' Cross from, his 
Fuhrer inmid-1941 while he 
was serving with f((i 30. 
Th.is followed an attack on 
ALiied shipping which was 
related in considerable 
detail in the A ugust 1941 
issue of D er Adler 
magazine. Baumbach was 
already a highly ex
perienced com bat pilot, as 
shown by the Narvik shield 
on his arm 

Consequently, it has been necessary to study this aspect 
of often confused and complex German history in some 
detail in order to place the purpose and functions of the 
unit's operations in context. While the book you have in 
your hands is probably the most comprehensive study of 
KG 200 in English to date, it should be remembered that 
it is also a book about subterfuge, intelligence gathering 
and a war in the shadows; consequently it could not be 
the final word as so much of the historical material con
cerning the unit has been lost, destroyed (by accident or 
otherwise) or simply never recorded in writing in the first 
place. The editor would therefore be, as Geoff would 
surely have wished, pleased to hear directly from anyone 
who has documentary evidence of the units, personnel, 
equipment and activities of KG 200. To quote Rudyard 
Kipling: 

"I keep six honest serving men 
(They taught me all I knew) 
Their names are Whal and Why and When 
And How and Where and Who." 

Barry Ketley 
Ashtree House 
Station Road 
Ottringham 
East Yorkshire 
HU12 OBJ 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The origins of this history lie in a series of ar ticles 

wrill.en for a now dd unct modelling magazine and pub
lished between 1987-1989 describing the development and 
colours of the Iloeing Il-17. 1 found a number of these 
a ircraft had been captured and we re used by th e 
Luftwaffe for c land estine operations by a 'Geheim 
Geschwad er' , a secre t formation, called K a mpf
geschwader 200. Soon aflerwards, Hans-Heiri S tapfer 
produced a book about these and o ther captured aircraft. 

Severn I o ther \\.Titers had discovered basic informa
tion about KG 200 in Air Jvlinistry Directorate of Intelli
gence Repor ts, for the organisation still appeared to be 
shrouded in mystery. John Clive wrote two clever novels, 
KG 200 a nd Broken Wing~~ but it soon became clear that 
the use of the B-l 7s for these 'special p urposes' was but a 
small part of the activities or KG 200 as became clear 

from reports of Oberst R andel-Semper, Ia-Off (Opera
tions O ffi cer) o r the Geschwader. 

Despite changes that were made in the numbering of 
its subord inate units, the T.Gruppe of KG 200 rema ined 
from beginning to end the agency for delivering and, on 
occasio n, p ick in g up agents in enemy territory. Th e 
Staffeln and the other Gruppen, however. nominally in
tended for training and 'special t.luties', oilen incorporated 
units or were detached and re-formed and re-numbered 
during the last year of hostilities. As fa r as possible, I hope 
lo have avoided boring the reader with the changes that 
took place and I must apologise if I do not make the situ
ation always dear. 

Recollections by survivors a re few a nd of little va lue. 
The post-war writings of A lbert Speer are generally un
trustworthy, and interrogation reports of prisoners con
tain liLUe ol interest - what there is is often fictional - as 
POWs were advise.ct to tell interrogators what they ·wanted 
to hear. /\J I.ho ugh Werner J3aumbach must have been 
interrogated intensively by British Intelligence afte r the 
war, no record is available a t the Public Record Office, 
and yet any political embarrassment that might have heen 
caused by the release of such documents must surely no 
longer exist. Otto Skorzeny had little to say about close 
co-opera.Lion with KG 200, bul in terviews with H annah 
Reitsch gave some insight into plans for the Totalcinsatz 
and in to I he final days of the 'Fiihrerbunker· in Berlin. 
The names of these and many other people of pmver and 
influence in Nazi Germany occur again and again in the 
story of KG 200 as do many others. The most re liable, 
although limited, accoun t. of the Geschwader is Peter 
Stahl's KG 200: The True Story, but he can be relied upon 
only when writing of his own experience as Slaffelkapittin 
of Kommando Olga. Much of the rest of his book ap
pears based on second-hand accounts, hearsay and ex
tracts from archives. 

D uring the thirty yeC1rs following the Second World 
\Var a number of aviation historians and enthusiasts. many 
better qualified than the author, wrote brid or partial 
histories of KG 200. \!lost, it seems, were deterred by the 
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d ifficulties of nhtaini ng a sufficient range of information 
to allow them to make a balanced story, dealing with the 
\Vi de range of act.ivi l.ies undertaken by the Geschwader. 
Even after the re-unification of Germany and the vi rtual 
end o r the Communist system in lhe East, little more was 
to be found, nor does it seem likely that much further 
information will be discovered, t.lespite the efforts in Ger
many of several enthusiastic researchers. 

f\lfany of the photograp hs contai ned in this book have 
been given to me over a period of several years by other 
aviation enthusiasts a nd wel l-wishers. In most cases they 
were 'second-hand ' already when I received them and I 
am quite unable to record their provenance. 1f any of my 
readers recognise ' their ' photographs. I would ask them 
to accept my si ncere thanks. 

A ir !v1inistry In terrogation Reports provided some 
pe rsonal deta ils but the people close to KG 200 activities 
gave little of interest, apart from Flugkapitan H anna 
Reitsch 's memories· of events in the Ber lin Fi.ihrerbunker. 
Otto Skorzeny claimed credit for consideration by the 
Oberkonunando der \Vehrmacht and hy the SS o[ the 
'Totaleinsatz' (total commitment ), a lthough Reitsch pajd 
ljttle heed to his efforts, taking al most all t he credit upon 
herself Skorzenis advice was sought on a variety of op
erations and schemes, so it is unlike ly that he was not 
fully consulted in this instance. 

Albert Speer, the young architect whose grandiose 
schemes for building and planning in the Third Reich 
caught H itler's attention, gave away very little about the 
political manoeuvring in which he was deviously involved 
at the end of the war. H itler was so impressed by his im
C1gi_na tion and undoub ted organising ability that Speer was 
appointed Minister for Munitions and Production, yet 
persuaded the po!-it-war War Crimes Court that he was 
unaware of the horrors of slave labour in his factories. 

Werner Baumbach, an experienced and highly-re
garded bomber commander, was involved in Speer's po
litica l games, using the au lbority he had from Speer to 
obtain fuel and the means of moving aircraft and their 
crews. H e was also able lo acl as Speer's mouthpiece 
when dealing with senior officers, to obtain their co-op
eration. 

I must express my thanks especially to my good friend 
and historian Dr G un ther Gellermann for permission to 
use the results of his researches in to KG 200 and partici
pants in the actions nf the Geschwa t.ler, many ol whom 
are now deceased . 

H e has confi rmed that there are no cnmp lele records 
of KG 200 operations. adding, "The Military Archives in 
Freihu rg offer nothing". T hose documents that remain 
have been located in many files and it has been impossi
ble to fi nd related materia l wi thout extensive searches, 
many of which would undoubtedly have proved frui tless. 

G unther has told how, at the end of the war, elements 
of the Staff of KG 200 were transferred to Southern Ger
many. As American fo rces approached, at La uenhain 



Castle near LudwigssLadL, Major Gunter Burlin (recently 
having commanded the Il.Gruppe of the Geschwader) 
burned all his records in Lhe presence of witnesses, namely 
the unit's meteorological officer and his secretary. 

Dr Gellermann has produced a large body of infor
mation from research, which he bas made fully available 
for me to use. He even achieved intervi·ews with some of 
the participants in the story during their later years, in
eluding A rlur Axman, Hans Ilaur (still a devotee of Hit
ler) and Friedrich Schafer RK, and has obtained further 
information from the log-books of aircrew, all of which 
have helped to fill in detail. Ivly sincere. thanks must go 
also to my frie nd, Joseph La Picirella, Legion d'Honneur, 
CdeG, .YIM, who spent many years setting up a Musce de 
la R esistance du Vercors 1n memory of Lhe French civil
ians and Resistance fighters who died at the hands of the 
Germans and their followers 1n mid-1944. His large col
lection is now in the safe-keeping of the Conseil-General 
du Dcpartement. I have been pleased to carry µut some 
research on his behalf, the results being included in Jo's 
book Temoignages sur le Vercors (15 or more editions) 
which has been described as the 'most plagiarised book 
in France' . It is certain ly the most re li able book to have 
been written about the Unternehmen Vere.ors. 

My gratitude also to those enthusiasts wiLh interests 
in particular fields of research. 

In the USA: Jim Kitchens for ohtaining 'official' docu
ments and giving of bis knowledge of Luftwaffe units; 
Dana Bell, acknowledged expert on aircraft camouflage 
and markings; Larry de Zeng, international law. 

In France: Remi Beaudru for his knowledge of the 
Geschwade r Bongart, and Jean-Claude Mathevet, glider 
operations and recent on-the-spot research. 

In England: Tom Willis, expertise concerning aircraft 
captured by the Luftwaffe; Alfred Price, details of the 
Mis tel aircraft and their proposed operations; Nick Beale, 
the story of Sonderverband Einhorn is based on his re
search which first appeared in Lullwaffe Circle Special 
Publication No.7 (Auburn,AI) in November 1994;Eddie 

3: An Heinke! lie 17 7 ll, 
T5+BU, of Wekusta 1.1 
Ob.d. L. Th e washable 
delivery r:nrle, l-IP+MO, has 
been rem.oved leaving clean 

areas. Hardly mencioned in 
accounts of operations, 
weal her reconnaisrnnce was 
a vital part of stratef?iC and 
tactical planning in the 
Wehrmachc 

Creek, Barry Ketlcy and Dick "Ward, the use of photos 
Crom Lheir collections. 

Just in case it seems that all the material in the book is 
·second-hand ', l must assure the reader that I have found 
gems in the Library at the Imperial \Var Museum and, 
like other researchers, have spent many fruitless hours at 
the Public Record Office. I believe this is the first time 
that anyone has aLLempted to draw together all the strands 
of the KG 200 story, albeit destroying the 'mystery' that. 
so long surrounded the organisation and its personnel 
who attempted, often too late, to put jnto operation 
schemes of ingenuity and sumelimes of foolishness. 

A word of caution: Readers seeking information from 
the Internet should be aware lhal much is derived from a 
few unreliable documents, stating, for instance, as fact 
long-distance nights by Junkers aircraft of FAGr 5, based 
on the most flimsy evidence. 

I must also record my thanks to Geoff Amey who has 
typed out my text, with great patience, accommodating 
continual revisions and changes of mind. 
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INTRODUCTION 
In no doubt that the countries of Europe would soon 

be at war, in 1938 the Commander-in Chief of the Ger
man Army, Generaloberst Freiherr von Fritsch wrote: "The 
military organisation that has the best photographic in
telligence will win the next war." 

Before the outbreak of the Second World War the 
Germans, unlike the British, put considerable thought and 
effort into the creation of an aerial intelligence-gather
ing organisation. The Oberkommando der Luftwaffe -
OKL (Air Force High Command) already had a very clear 
appreciation of the importance of reconnaissance in a con
tinental war, based on lessons learnt from the Great War 
of 1914-1918. From the first weeks of that war, the armies 
and navies of the major adversaries employed aeroplanes 
and some airships primarily for 'scouting' or reconnais
sance. Manoeuvrable aeroplanes known variously as 
'jager', 'chasseur' or 'fighters' were soon developed to de
stroy the enemy's observation aircraft which were mostly 
two-man machines designed to provide a stable platform 
for artillery observation and photography. 

On 9 November 1918, with his country suffering star
vation by the Allied blockade, his Army in retreat, and 
facing a Marxist revolution, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated 
and fled to Holland, leaving Germany in the hands of a 
republican socialist government, and the veteran soldier 
Paul von Hindenburg in power as President. The Armi
stice of 11 November brought provisional peace to Eu
rope, a peace to be confirmed in June 1920 when 
Germany's Weimar Government accepted the terms of 
the Treaty of Versailles. 
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The Treaty forbade the addition of any air formations 
to Germany's permitted residual defence force, the 
Reichswehr. The Defence Ministry nevertheless planned 
a future development of military aviation even though 
the Allies placed restrictions on the permitted perform
ance of any aircraft which might be built by the greatly 
depleted aviation industry. 

While the Weimar Government attempted to deal with 
disputes with the French about reparations and with Po
land about the frontier with that country, the small Ger
man military Staffs envisaged future war against each of 
these countries, particularly in 1928 when Germany's in
ability to maintain reparations payments led to a French 
occupation of Germany's industrial heartland, the Ruhr. 
Many Germans, the military included, regarded the de
feat of 1918 as due to the ineptitude of politicians, rather 
than to military failure, and sought a renewal of 
Germany 's standing as one of the major powers of Eu
rope. 

A Trade Agreement was concluded with the Soviet 
Union in 1928. This waived the Soviets' rights to repara
tions in exchange for access to German engineering tech
nology. As a secret part of the Agreement, a military fly-

4 A bove: A posed but interesting picture of a crewmember of an 
H einkel He 111 H (possibly of KG 53) handing over a film cassette 
to a waiting despatch rider. Speed was essential in processing tactical 
photo-reconnaissance pictures, a situation less typical of the work of 
the Aufkl. Gr. Ob. d. L. which was much more involved with long-range 
strategic reconnaissance linked to operational planning by the higher 
staffs of the Wehrmacht. The motorbike is a Zundapp KS 600 



ing school was set up at Lipetsk near Voronezh in Russia, 
where training was begun of Reichswehr aviators who 
had received elementary schooling at German civil fly
ing clubs. The Lipetsk airfield and its technical facilities 
were presented to the outside world as belonging to the 
Soviet Air Force, bul the school was entirely directed to
wards the development of a new G erman force. Secretly
dcsigned aircraft built in Germany ·were flown lhere for 
test and evaluation from 1931 omvards, but by the end of 
the follnwing year the technical work had heen cut back, 
mosl of the testing secretly taking place at Rechlin, al
though the German Parliament, the Reichstag, was hesi
tant to allow a build-up of military aviation. 

In 1920 Adolf Hitler became effective head of the 
small Deutsche Arbeiterparlei (German Workers' Party), 
setting out its policy as the achievement of a union of all 
the German-speaking peoples or E urope in a 'Greater 
Germany'; formation of a 'Third Reich' and abrogation 
of the Versailles Treaty. Hitler's aims echoed a popular 
resentment of the Weimar Government's continuing ad
herence to the Treaty. By 1930, continuing economic in
stability and open conflict between German Communists, 
Socialists and opponents of the renamed National
sozialistiche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (N ational-Socialisl 
German Workers Party i.e. the Nazis) had made him its 
undisputed leader. Matters came to a head early in 1933 
when the Nazis came to power on a tide of popular feel
ing, promising to rest.ore Germany to its "rightful" lead
ing position in Europe. In January 1933 Hitler was ap
pointed R eichs Chance llor by the ageing Presiden L 

Hinde nburg. 
After the burning of the Reichslag building, claimed 

to be the work of an alleged Communist, on 27 February 
1933, Hitler engineered the passing of an 'enabling act' 
by the Reichstag, virtually ending all political opposition. 
When Hindenburg died in August, Hitler had achieved 
total personal power. The Third Reich had begun. 

Already being wound down by 1933, the ending of all 
military association with the Soviet Union was soon or
dered by Hitler but by then a force of well-trained flying 
and ground personnel was back in Germany ready to form 
the nucleus of a future air force. Hitler's lieutenant, 
Hermann Goring, a fighter ace of the Great War, was 
appointed Reichskommisar fur die Luftfahrt (State Com
missioner for Aviation), then Reichsminister to head the 
new Reichsluftfahrtministerium (RLM -Air Ministry). 

The long-term aims of the new German administra
tion were no longer secret - to regain either by political 
or military m eans the te rritories of Saar land and 
Rhineland lost after the Great War, to form a single Reich 
incorporating Austria, the Sudetenland of Czechoslova
kia and the 'Polish Corridor' that provided access for Po
land to the Baltic Sea and separated East Prussia from 
the rest of the homeland. A further aim was to under
take limited war to incorporate Western Poland, from 
where an attack might later be la unched against the 
USSR. 

The Treaty of Versailles allowed Germany (rather 
optimistically) to maintain only an internal, defensive 

security service but abroad , offensive espionage was se
cretly organised. An Amt Auslandsnach trich ten und 
Abwehr (Intelligence and DeCence D epartment) was re
sponsible to the High Command of the A rmed Forces 
(Oberkommando der Wehrmachl- OKW). The Abwehr 
was divided into Ableilungen (Sections), Abt T being re
sponsible for espionage, Aht TT ror subversion and sabo
tage, and Abt 111 for counter-espio nage. Abt I \Vas for
t.her sub-divided into Fremde Heere (Foreign Armies), 
Marine, Luft and Technik-Luft (Air Intelligence) and 
Wirtschaft (Industry). Ope ra tional outstations, 
Abwehrstell en, were located at each Wehrkre is (Mili tary 
Zone) of Germany, Amt Hamburg being responsible for 
obtaining military intelligence in the United Kingdom. 

While the Luftwaffe was sti 11 a secret air force, the 
Abwchr had employed a Great War pilo t, Flugkapitan 
Theodor Rowehl of the commercia l air-survey company 
Hansa-Luftbild GmbH, Lo obtain photographs of the fron
tier defences of neighbouring countries. For reconnais
sance along the Polish border he was given the use of a 
special version of the Junkers 34 transport aircraft. the 
Ju \¥34, D -1119, that had achieved the world altitude 
record of 12,739 metres in May 1929, flown from D essau 
by W. Ncuenhofen. Towards the end of 1933 Rowehl was 
appointed H ead of the Staff Photographic Section of 
Luftkreis VI (See), under the direct command of the 
RLM, to advise on the development of camera installa
tions, photographic techniques and the design of suitable 
aircraft. 

In January 1935, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris was ap
pointed Head of the Abwehr and on 1 March Rowehl 
was given the rank of Hauptmann in the new Luftwaffe 
that was announced to the Western powe rs hy Hitler a 
vveek later. Rowehl was given authority to form a special 
air unit for reconnaissance, composed of crews from the 
state airline . Deutsche Lufthansa, with Siegfrie d 
Knemeyer as his deputy. 

Reconnaissance squadrons in the Luftwaffe were di
vided into short-range Nahaufklarungsstaffeln for tacti
ca J \iv·ork in support of the army, and long-range 
Fcrnaufklarungsstaffeln for strategic work . 

.Each Luftflotte had a t least one composite 
Fernaufklarungsgruppe (FAG) to co-ordinate strategic 
reconnaissance activities within the Air Fleet's sphere of 
influe nce. In fact, one o uts ta nding feature of the 
Luftflolten was the proportion of reconnaissance aircraft 
within each offensive force, comprising one-fifth of t.he 
total force of operational aircrall. By September 1939, 
there were some 50 Aufklarungsstaffcln avai I able lo sup
port the war strategy of the coming months. 

Standard tactical reconnaissance aircraft in 1939 were 
the H einkel H e 46 and the Henschel Hs 126. The He 46 

started life as a biplane in 1931 but soon dispensed with 
its lower wing to give the observer a clearer view of the 
ground below. There were only 65 left in service in 1939, 
the main short-range reconnaissance aircraft by then be
ing the more modern Hs 126. The Luftwaffe had 275 of 
these high-wing monoplanes, with a fully automatic cam
era in the fuselage bay. 
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TI1e prindpal long-range reconnaissance aircraft of the 
day was the Dornier Do 17. Still in service were some 14 
Heinkel He 45s, the longer range hiplane predecessor to 
the He 46 that was equally long in the tooth, but the main 
brunt of strategic reconnaissance work was borne by 
Dornier's 'Flying Pencil'. In its heyday the Do 17 could 
out-pace any single-engined fighter in existence; the Do 
17V8 left everything behind i11 the Circuit of the Alps in 
July 1937. At the time the C-i-loste r Gauntlet with a top 
speed of 230 mph was entering RAP service, the graceful 
sho ulder-winged Do 17 could reach 243 mph. The 
Luftwaffe had 257 available when Hitler invaded Poland. 

The automatic Rei henhildner was still the standard 
Luftwaffe camera, a lbeit improved and now fi tted with 
Zeiss lenses of e il her 20, 50 or 75 cm focal length. A s the 
Luftwaffe operated mainly at medium altitudes, the types 
most in evidence were the RB 20/30 and RB 50/30. 

There ,~·ere far more trained Photographic l nlerpret
ers in Germany than in Brita in in 1939. 111c Luftwaffe 
photo-intelligence headquarters was localed al Zossen. 
German Pls were, however, generally much less flexible 
than their British counterparts. Although boLh air forces 
recruited from the better educated sections of society, 
over 60 per cent of Luftwaffe Pis were NCOs, reflecting 
the German view that photo-interpretation was largely a 
mechanical process. In the Luftwaffe, P l s were I.a ugh l lo 

'read' rather than interpret prints. Photo-reading involved 
the up-dating of maps from aerial photographs taken over 
the area of immediate operations; the photo-reader, when 
faced by an industrial complex, would only he able to 
dedare 1.h<tt 'it is an industria l complex'. The Britishphoto
in terpreter on the other hand wou ld break I.he industrial 
complex down in to its component pans. 

The Pis of the Luftwaffe have often been criticised 
because I bey did not use ste reoscopes in their day to day 
work and this has been cited as an example o f their infe
riori ty compared with the RAF. This criticism is unfair 
because circumstances alter cases. Speed was of the es
sence in a Blitzkrieg and the Luftwaffe photo-readers 
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usually worked directly from negatives placed on a view
ing screen. The Germans did possess some very fine stere
oscopes, but their Pl s rarely used them because any evalu
ation of the information they extracted from their prints 
was left to the flildoffizier in charge of the Staffel
bi ldgruppe (Squadron Photo Group) but it left the Ger
mans at a severe disadvantage when they tried to employ 
PR for strategic purposes as the war progressed. 

There \Vere several Lultwarre officers who played a 
large part in the initial development of PR in Germany: 
men like Genera/major .Fischer whn supervised the train
ing nf Pis and who wrote a number of interpretation train
ing manuals or General Richard Schimpf who cham pi
oned the technical development of aerial photography 
and photogrammetry before Lhe Wilr. But if there was a 
Luftwaffe eq uivalent of Sidney Cotton, driving force be
hind the British Air Ministry's interest in photo-recon
naissance, it was Oberstleutn.antTheodor Rowehl. 

Rowehl was promoted Major on 20 April 1936. Per
sonnel of his 'Kommando Rowe hi ' were employed as staff 
pilots by Dornier, lleinkeJ and J un kers, and as crews on 
long-distance, so-called 'route-proving' journeys and rou
tine scheduled fligh l.s by Deutsche Lufthansa over for
eign countries for reconnaissance needed by th e 
Luftwaffe k (lnte lligence) Branch, headed by Oberst 
Josef (Beppo) Schmid, and by the Amt Auslands of the 
A bwehr. These offices required photograph ic coverage 
nf the military. naval and air force installations and the 
industrial and comm unicalions centres of neighbouring 

countries, any of which could be consi.dered a future en
emy of Germany as Nazi policy developed. At the time 
the OKL envisaged its units as at permanent readiness. 
seeing France and Poland as potential adversaries. 

5: i'vlainsray of most of thr 
short-range reconnaissance 
1.mics in the mid-1930s was 
the H einke! He46. Thesealf
silver aircraji uf Aufkl. Gr 
(H)/212 or 52 are being 
refuelled j'rom underground 
f 1ul tanks, possibly at 
Cuffbm, sometime between 
late 1937 and April 1939 



6: Great hopes were placed 

o n th e H einke / H e 70 
monoplan e in the 

reconnaissance role. 1'hese 
aircraji of Aufkl.Gr 121 at 

Neuhausen in 1936 ivere 
lined up fo r ins pection 

alongside the older H e 45 
biplane of the unit. Both 

types saw use in Spain and 

limited use in World War II, 
but were soon superseded 
by m o re m o d erll and 

effec1ive ty p es. Note th e 
highly unusual white nose 

and lack of a fuselaRe .flash 

on JO+K12 

7: Jn the i111media1e pre-war 

period and for m ost of the 
first year of the ww~ easily 

the most capable reconn

aissance aircraft available to 
th e Luftivaffe and th e 

Wehrmacht G eneral Staff 

p lanners was th e Dornier 

D o 17P This unidentif ied 

example running up its 
BMW 132N engines clearly 

displays the under-j£1selage 
camera windows and racks 

for .flares or light bombs 

8: After the pictures had 
beell taken , analysis of rhe 

resulls lay with th e 

Luf twajje photo-interpret
ers. Shown h ere are the 

typical tools of the 1rade: the 
pictures themselve , a scale 

rule alld s te reo copic 

glasses. In theory, planning 

and op erational decisions 
should have been made as a 

result uf 1he conclus ions 
reached by the P ls but these 
were often overlaid by 

internal political co11 id

erations, particularly if the 
evidence was unpalatable to 

the higher echelons of the 
leadership 
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9: A J.uftwaffe Leutnant 
points out typical strategic 
homhing targec.<;, in this case 
docks and oil storagr. 
installatiom: Note Iha! he is 
using a schematir drm·ving 
ralher than an actual aerial 
photo, pmbahly during a 
training session rather rhan. 
at a real briefing to aircre~·vs 

JO; Cause. Using photo 
intelligence from the 
reconnaissance units and 
other sources where 
possible, rhe Luftwaffe 
bomber crews set about 
their hu.siness. These Ju 87 B-
2s of 5./St. G.2 are ach.wlly 
on a training mission over 
their hnme hase of Bonn
Hangelar during the winter 
of 1939-40. By ,'vfay 1940 
their trainiJ1g was being put 

to highly effective use in 
France and the !,ow 
Coimtries:. fallowed shortly 
thereafter hy raids against 
1inglish south. coast ports 
and cities such as Ports
mouth and nearby airfields 

11: Effect. The results of a 
Lufiwaffe raid on the 
airfield ar Lympne, near 
H y th.e, during the first 
phases of the Baille of 
Britain, pho tographed in 
September 1940. 1he base 
had been heavily bombed 
on 12 August and again by 
Ju 87s on rhe 13th but with 
nef?ligible effect upon RJ\ F 
Fighter Command's 
operations 



THE CAUSES OF CONFLICT 
Believers and deceivers 

In retrospect, it js abundantly clear tha L the Second 
·world War was an inevitable result of the manner in which 
the Great \Var of 1914-1918 ended. During the late sum
mer of 1918 lhe lmperiaJ German Armies on the West
ern Front failed in their final bid to break the A I lied line. 
H aving supporteu revolution in the Tsar's Russia, Ger
many found that the 'infection' of the revolt had spreau 
to the home Irunl. Military and civilian morale so dete
riorated that rebellion broke out and the Emperor, Kai
ser Wi lhelm 11, fled to neutral Holland. On 11 Novem
ber, the High Command agreed to the terms o f an Armi
stice with the Weslern Powers. The General Staff, how
ever, accepted no blame for military or pol it ical disaster, 
neithe r for their own failings nor the low morale of their 
beaten armies. but placed instead the respnnsi bi[j ty on 
the new 'politicians ' who were allowing the Fatherland 
to sink into near-anarchy. 

By 1818 the w<1r was over and in 1920, a Treaty of Ver
sailles was E'lgreed. The Treaty placed on the 'democratic' 
German Govern men l an impossible burden of war repa-

12 Above: SS troops carrying Sii ' Deucchland Erwache' -
Germany/\ wake! -standards march into the Luitpoldhain grounds 
during the 1933 Reichs Party Day. The standards were larer 
'consecrated' hy /lit/er himself during a typically grandiose Naz i 
ceremony. As the SS were the elire troops of the SA (at least during 
their early days) they received the 'honour' of heing standard-bearers 

rations, mainly due to unrealistic French demands, but 
the German authorities did not have the authority to con
tain d isorder in their cities and industrial areas. In time, 
an opportunity opened for the growth of a popularly sup
ported Nazional Soz ialisiichl I >eutsches Arbeiter Partei 

(NSDAP) i.e. the NE'lzis, which gained local and, eventu
ally, national control under its Fuhrer or Leader, Adolf 
H itler. Although of Austrian odgin and outside the Prus
sian Junker class from whom lhe senior military staff were 
traditionally drawn, Hitler gathered about him a group 
of efficient generals and some political adventurers who 
foresaw and planned a resurgence of German power in 
Europe and overseas, although they believed that any 
ensuing wm could not be successfully fought until at least 
1942, when they coul d have developed advanced weap
ons and their \Vehnnacht (Armed Forces) to use them 
with effect. 

Hitler 's political aims were concentrated on the 
gradual gaining of Lehensraum ( living space) for the 
German nation, expanding to become a Third Empire into 
the under-developed lands o f Easlern E urope, to the 
Urals and even to the Caucasus, all parts of StaEn's Com
munist E mpire, the U nion o f Soviet Socialist R epublics. 

The dream of a new German Empire " to last a thou
sand years" was partly built upon the acknowledged tech
nica l abilities of the Germans and partly upon the bizarre 
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assumption of a Nordic nation descended from a remote 
(and fictional) Aryan race of physical perfection and in
lellect; laughable, were it not taken so seriously. The be
lief in this spurious philosophy formed the basis of poli
cies lhat became a Nazi creed and later permitted the 
astounding brutalities against the 'lJnte rmensch ' (the 
' sub-human' peoples of the Soviet Union) as well as 
against the Jc\vs of Europe. The rules (as with a ll N ru.i 
policies) were bent when advantages could be gained, as 
an acceptance appeared to be made of the rights of the 
'Ost.volk' hy the rorrnatiun of Ethnic Legions and the 
' Russian Liberation Army'. although Hitler privately de
chired lhal he had no in lenLiun of allowing any autonomy 
to h is Russian ' allies·. 

' I \vo general ions and a half-century later, still no-one 
has satisfactorily explained how many ordinary Germans 
were somehow <thle to reconcile lhe J\azi fantasies with 
their Christian beliefs. All faiths and beliefs arc the re
sult of delibera te choice; lo followers of some religions 
and philosophies. Christianity itself (of whatever denomi
nation) appears an absurdily because it has no 'factua l' 
basis-onl.y a basis of faith. A senior Gestapo officer 
stated simply:" ... an enemy or t he Stale is anyone who 
consistently opposes the People, the Party and the State, 
the ir ideological tenets or their poJilical actions". 

Hermann Goring, a First War fighter pilot, was ap
pni nteu Prussian Minister of the Interior to maintain or
der during the Nazi rise to power. To what extent he was 
successful in th is task is not clear, bul the appointment 
gave him considerable au thority and the position of 
Hitler's eventual successor should the occasion arise. ln 
1934, with remarkable foresight, Britain's Chiefs of Staff 
warned of Germany's plans for con4uest and lhal prepa
rations be made for war in five years ' time. At that time, 
the RAF stood no chance of emerging viclurious against 
new aircraft developed in Germany. On 1 March the ex
istence of a Rcichs Luftwaffe (State Air Force) was ol'l'i
cially announced to the world with Goring becoming its 
head. Heinrich Himmler, head of the Filhrer's Sch ul z 
Staff e l (Protection Squad), began expanding the SS from 
a small company of'bully-hoys' into an armed force which 
took over the Reich security services, including t he 
Gestapo, a nd beca m e a r ival to the esta hli s he d 
Wehrmacb I. The SS was intended as an e lite Aryan force 
whose men took an oath of loyalty to Hitle r, not to Ger
many: '' I swear to thee, Adolf Hitler, as Ftihrer and Chan
cellor of the German Reich , Loyalty and Bravery. I vow 
to thee and to the superiors whom thou shalt appoint, 
Obedience unto Death, so help me God." 

In ll.aly a less extreme, though not dissimilar 'Fascist ' 
party too k control under another leade r ('ii Duce'), 
Benito Mussolini, and Lhe Government set about a mili
tary adventure in Africa to annex Ahyssinia to the Tt;~ l 

ian .Empire. British and French Governments threatened 
military action and, although British naval and air units 
in the Medite rranean were put on a war footing, popular 
feeling was against making war on behalf of so distant a 
country. II \.Vas clear t.o the Germans and Italians that 
they could act with impunity. A compact, the Ro me-Ber-
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linAxis, was joined and. by mid-1936, while G ermany took 
politic<1J liberties on f'rance's eastern frontier, the Ital
ians overran Abyssinia as a result of a dishonourable se
cret ·Hoare- I ,a val Pa cl' . The Axis Powers were now suf
ficiently confident to provide (mostly air) support fo r a 
rebellion by General Franco against the Left-wing Gov
ernment of Spain. making use of the experience to prac
tise and perfect air operations in concert with ground 
forces. 

Germany t.ook <Hlv;mlage o r 13rilish and French mili
tary and moral weakn ess in 1936 by occupying the 
Rhineland in ddiance or the Versailles Treaty and an

nexed first Austria. then the Sudetenland and finally the 
whole or Czechoslovakia in 1938. After the ensuing 
'Munich Crisis', Hitler announced that he had ·'no more 
territorial claims in F urnpe" and lhe British Prime Min
ister, Neville Chamberlain. flew home with a "scrap of 
paper" (to quote Hitler again) declaring that the Munich 
Accord promised "peace in o ur time". Even so it was 
clear to the military staffs or Hrit.ain and France that war 
against Genuany was inevitable within a fc·w years and 
preparations were begun rnr large-sea le re-armament 
including, most fortunately, new high-performance air
craft for the RAF. 

Before the outbreak of \Var, the Germans had been 
flying experime ntal high-rlying aircra rt to lake photo
graphs of potentia l military and industrial o bjectives be
yond Germany's fron tie rs. A 'Slaffe l zur besonderen 
Verwendung Ob.d.L' (Special Duties Flight of the C-io
C Luftwaffe) was formed in 1934, flying a irliners for c l:m 
desline operations, (the Ile l UV-2, D-ALIX and He 
ll l C-0, D-AXAV, among othe rs) . Tn 1939 this unit. was 
enlarged to become the 'Aufklarungsgruppe Ob.d.L.' un
der the d irect control of Goring who, it. seems, paid no 
great heed to its discoveries. The aircraft employed was 
the Dornier Do 215, a development of the Do 17 'Flying 
Pencil' fast reconnaissance monoplane, so successful in 
Spain. 

WiLh such p reparations made, a small group of 
obsessional men set about a course that threatened de
struction of their nation a nd the culture of Euro pe, 
thro ugh a fearsome conjunction of vainglory and evil. 
Tbeir first and greatest mistake was a fai lure to believe 
in the sincerity of the British and French Governments' 
support for far-off Poland when a falsified border inci
dent gave the \Vchrmacht, with the Luftwaffe its leading 
arm, the opportunity to begin the Blitzkrieg (Lightning 
\Var) beloved of miLitary theoreticians, on 1 September 
1939. So I he countries uJ .Europe were committed, in the 
words of Robert \V. Service. to ' ' tha t devil's madness, War." 
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GORING'S SPECIAL FORMATIONS 
Kommando Rowehl 

All three branche. of the \.Vehrmacht were aware of 
lh e importance of tactical reconnaissance and the 

Luftwaffe consequently included a far larger proportion 
of recom1aissance units than the ai_r forces of Germany's 
potential adversaries. Five long-range reconnaissance 

Staff eln, were formed in l 937 under Luft\vaffe control, their 
services available to all three mi li tary arms if war should 

break out. The reconnaissance Staffeln were later grouped 

according to the ir purposes: 'FernaufkWrungsgruppen' -
Aurkl.Gr.(P) -for long-range reconnaissance for the H igh 
Command and 'Nahc- or 'Heeres-AuflkUirungs-gruppen' 

- Auflk.Gr.(H)-for short-range tactical reconnaissance 

in support of the Army. 
The need for a strategic over-vie"v became clear and 

Goring set u p, under his d irect control, an Air Ministry 
Special Duties rlight, variously referred to as the 'zbV 
Staffel beim RLM' an d th e '1.Fliegerstaffel zur 

besonderen Verwendung' (zbV - on special duty) set 
up at Kass e l-Rothwes ten as an e lemen l of the 

Flughere itschaft bei RLM (Air .\'Iinistry Readiness 
Flight), based at Berlin 's Staaken aerodrome, under the 

command of Rowehl, now an Oberstleutnant. R owehl's 
test-pilots and crews tested a variety o f aircraft including 

the Heinke] He 70.r high-speed single-engined reconnais
sance monoplane, whose civil equivalent was to be a fas t 
mail-pla ne. The He 70F proved to be insufficie ntly stable 

13 A bove: Focke-Wulf Fw WOA -03 WNr. 2895 was originally 
delivered to Deuts·che Lufthama as n-AMHC, Nordmark, in 1938. 
Seen here in later Luftwaffe camouflage and ivith the code G F+GF, 
it was one of three similar aircraft converted for r:landestine 
reconnaissance servicr. with the special unit comrnanded by Theodor 
Rowehl. The aircraft was losl in January J<.J43 at Pitomnik in Russia 
while serving as a transport 

for photographic reconnaissance and was phased out of 
operational service. 

The Spanish G e neral Franco, leading a rebellion in 
Morocco, appealed to Germany and Italy for military sup
port against the Republican Government in I he Civil War. 

The r ,uftwaffe provided air transport in 1936 and a month 
later the 'Legion Kondor' was formed Lo figh t in Spain. 

There the Luftwaffe gained valuable tactical experience 

with its new ai rcraft, experience tha t brought about the 
rorma lion of a new· ' Fliegerftihrcr zur besonderen 
Verwendung' -Flicgerftihrer-7.hV (Air Headquarters on 

Specia l Duties). Plans set out in 1937 were for the forma
tion of ten short-range reconnaissance Gruppen and ten 

lnng-rnnge Staffeln for Army support, and for 13 other 

S taffcln under control nf the Oberbefehlshaber der 
I ,urtwaffe at Berlin/Staaken. 

The Staffcl (approximating to an 1-{J\Fsquadron) \1vas 
the smallest operational flying unit of the Luft\vaffc, com

manded by a Staffclkapitan of Haup tmann or 

Oherleulnant rank. Initially having nine to 12 aircraft, dur
ing the course of the war, Staffel strength was generally 

increased to 16 aircraft. 
111e Gruppc was the smallest administra tive unit, un

d e r command of a Gruppenkommandcur (Oberst
leutnant, Major or Hauptrnann ). Initia lly the Gruppe was 
made up nf three Slalfelnand a Stabskette (Staff Flight) , 

some 30 aircraft in a ll, but in ma ny cases the Gruppe was 
e nlarged lo include four Staffeln. 

Above the Gruppe was the Geschwader, usually with 

a n establishment of three Gruppen and a Stabskcttc, a 
nominal total of 94 aircraft, but most Kamprgeschwader 
(Combat Bnrnhe r Wings) added a fourth Gruppe for op
erational training and reserve crews; on ra re occasions a 
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fifth Gruppe was added. The commander hore the title 
Geschwaderkommodore (General- .Major , Oberst or 
Oherstleutnant). All the Geschwader and independent 
Gruppen had arabic numeral designations, their Uruppen 
were given roman numeral designations and the Staffeln 
roman numerals, consecutive within the Geschwader; the 
J. 2. and 3. Staffeln formed the I.Gruppe, the 4. 5. and 6. 
Staffeln the II. Gruppe and so on. 

Each regional Luftflotte (Air Fleet) had at least one 
FernaufkWrungsgruppe (FAUr) to coordinate operations 
within its area of responsibility and, in alL reconnaissance 
aircraft made up approximately one fifth of the Luftwaffe 
air strength by July 1939, in 74 land-based Staffeln ready 
to provide Army support. The main reconnaissance air
craft was the Dornier Do 17 which could outpace any 
single-engined fighter of that time. The Luftwaffe had 257 
of these aircraft in service by the beginning of Septem
ber 1939. 

In 1936 the first of three Heinkcl He 111 airliners \Vas 
handed over by Deutsche Lufthansa to the zbV Staffel 
heim RLM. The prototype He 111V4, D-AHAO, Dres

den, W.Nr. 1968, was followed in 1937 by He lllC-03 D
A)<:.AV, Koln, W.Nr.1830 and D-ALIX Rostock, W.Nr. 715, 
all these aircraft remaining in their civil airline finish and 
markings. Ostensibly used for frequent 'route-testing' 
flights over France, Great Ilritain and Lhe Soviet Union, 
they were considerably modified by installing super
charged engines, additional fuel-tanks and cameras. Over 
the USSR during a programme of flights to the Crimea 
and Lhe Caucasus, D-ALlX crashed in Soviet territory 
but, although the Soviet Government was aware of the 
purpose of the flights, its ambiguous attitude towards Ger
man provocation restrained diplomatic protest. These 
flights were considered highly successful by the OKL and 
Rowehl was promoted Oberstleutnant in November 1938. 

ln a Luftwaffe reorganisation of Fe bruary 1939, the 
responsibilities of the Luftflotten were reduced. The Min
istry of Aviabon (RLM) became the supreme authority 

h eaded by the Reichsminister der Luftfahrt und 
Oberbefehlshaber der Luftv.·affe (RdL u ObdL) 
Generalfeldmarschall Hermann Goring. A Technisches 
Amt (Technical Department) controlled several Testing 
Stations (Erprobungsstellen), the principal E-Stelle be
ing that at Rech I in where aircraft, aero engines and equip
ment were tested. 

Although Hitler is recorded as having refused pennis

sion for reconnaissance over the United Kingdom, a close 
watch was maintained on the increased British prepara
tion for 'var. Little was known about the British devel
opment of 'radio direction-finding' (RDF), later to be 
termed 'radio-location and ranging' (radar) so a series of 
reconnaissance flights was made across the Nmth Sea and 
off the East Coast of England from May to August 1939 
by the airship LZ130 Graf Zeppelin with trained observ
ers aboard, among them Siegfried Knemeyer, regarded 
as an 'ace' n avigator of Lufthansa. The purpose was to 
monitor the field strength and positions of the British 
RDF installations. The method was extremely primitive, 
using an 'observation car', (known as a 'cloud car' during 
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the 1914-18 vVar), a 24-year-old relic wh ich had its first 
use with Zeppelin Z.Xll. In Zeppelin Adventures, Rolf 
l\farben described it: '·This was a large, deep basket with 
sufficient room for one man ... The 'basket' was let down 
by a cable ·while the airship was in motion; to this cable 
\:v·as affixed a telephone line which put the observer in 
direct communication with the control car. This 'basket' 
could be lowered to a depth of 800 metres below the level 
of the ship, but it swung out a considerable. distance be
hind it''. 

During the Great War the device, actually a small, 
streamlined, bomb-shaped nacelle, enabled an observer 
to be lowered into clear air whilst the ship was hidden in 
cloud. The various transmissions received and recorded 
were believed to be those of the most advanced British 
system and found to be inferior to results from German 
systems; in fact, the purpose of Graf Zeppelin's flights 
were well understood by the British and the tracking was 
not by the most developed systems, so as to misinform 
the Germans. 

The opinion of the Luftwaffe Staff in August was that 
i ts Air Force was not yet sufficiently developed and 
trained to conduct a war beyond Continental Europe or 
to carry out. stra tegic air at.tacks on Great Britain, for the 
Luftwaffe's programme of e.xpansion and rearmament 
was not planned to be completed until 1942. The Staff 
opinion was ignored by the Nazi leadership and prepara
tions for an attack on Poland, 'Fall Weiss' (Plan 'White') 
were begun in the belief, based on the fate of Czechoslo
vakia in 1938, that neither Britain nor France would go 
to war, in spite of their treaty obligations to Poland. 

The signing of the Non-Aggression Pact between Ger
many and the Soviet Union on 23 August seemingly 
cleared obstacles t.o German eastward expansion. ll al
lmved for the partition of Poland, Germany to occupy 
the greater part o[ that country whilst leaving the Soviet 
Union free to take over the Baltic States. 

Hansa Luftbild GrnbH was integrated with the RLM 

during the summer and two Focke-Wulf Fw 200 Condors 
of Lufthansa were handed over for military duties. With 
the possibility of war against the U nited Kingdom, the 
OKW asked for 'preliminary reconnaissance' of the Home 
Fleet base at Scapa Flow. At the end of August, FW 200s 
D -ASHH Hessen (the V10, \V.Nr. 0001 ), D -AETA 
Westfalen (the V2, W.Nr. 2484) and D-AMHC Nordmark 
(the A-03, ·w.Nr. 2895) were flown to the Erprohungsstelle 

at Rechlin for conversion. For reconnaissance across the 
Baltic Sea and along the frontier \vith the Soviet U nion, 
several (the number is not recorded) Heinkel H e llls 
were similarly used for a few months. 

The Condors were transported for Hansa-Luftbild to 
the Versuchsstelle filr Hohenfliige (High-Altitude Flight 
Test Station) under the command of Oberstleutnant 
Rowehl. All three FW 200s were modified to carry two 
Reihenbild Rb 50/30 cameras within the fuselage and the 
VlO, D -ASHH, was fitted additionally with defensive ar
mament of five machine-guns before being sent to 
Oranienburg on 14 November to join the unarmed V2 
and S3. 



A spurious borde r incident., an attack by a special sub
versive unit set up by the Abwchr and the SS, had prov
vided the excuse to begin FHll Weiss on 1September1939. 
The following day Hitler offered to \vithdraw rrnm Po
land provided he was allo·wed to retain the Baltic port of 
Danzig (now Gdansk) and the 'Polish corridor'. On 3 Sep
tember the British and French Governments declared war 
on Germany. 

The success of the suhversive unit and of Kampf
gruppen (Combat Groups) organised by the Abwehr's 
Amt Breslau for operations wi thin Poland led to the for
mation early in 1940 of the first of the clandestine 'special 
forces' that have since become a well-publicised element 
of the armed forces of all the major nations. This was 
given the cover-name Leh r und Bau Ba taillon zbV 800 
(Training and Works Battalion on Special Duties 800) lo 
serve Abt II of the Abwchr. OriginaJLy composed largely 
of Vol.ks-D eutsche, the Dataillon was soon to be used in 
the opening stages of furthe r military moves the follow
ing spring and later was enlarged into the Lehr Regiment 
Brandenburg. 

On the outbreak of war the 'Kommando Rowe hi' was 
enlarge d to become the Aufk larungsgruppe des 
Oberbc.fchlshaher der Luftwaffe (Reconnaissance Wing 
of the Air rorce C-in-C). serving as Goring's clandestine 
flying unit. The Gruppe was made up of a Staff and two 
squadrons, the 1. and 2. Staffeln at Berli.n-Staaken. acting 
quite independently of the air reconnaissance units con
Lrolled by the Luftflotten. 

The first operational sorties were soon to be flown 
to I.he Uni ted Kingdom by an aircraft of the 1./ 
Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. over I he llritish Home Fleet's north
ern base at Scapa Flow in the Orkney Tslands on 5 Sep
tember, and over Northern rrance to photograph the air
fields at Thi on ville, \fotz-Frcscaty and Houvres on 21 and 
22 September. The Aufkl.Ur.Ob.d.L. was further enlarged 
and, i I. appears, began flying high-altitude sorties over Bel
gium and the Netherlands so that the Luftwaffe had full 
knowledge about the location of Belgian air defences by 
the end of the month. On 24 October the 8.(F) Aufkl/LG 
2 which had undertaken much of the reconnaissance over 
Poland before the invasion and the 2.(F)/121 were incor
porated in the new Gruppe as the 3. and 4. (F) Ob.d.L. 
with detachments at several airfields. By this time the 
Gruppe was equipped with the Do 17, Do 215 and He 
111 aircraft. Among the Dornier 17s were seven specially 
built reconnaissance variants; four Do 17Rs (Rl to R4) 
similar to the Do 171Vf wilh Dil 601 engines and three Do 
17S modeJs (Sl to S3, also with DB 601 in-line engines 
but with a forward fuselage similar to the Do 17Z). 

O n 23 November the Fw 200V10 was taking off on its 
first reconnaissance to Scapa Flow from the airfield at 
Jcver when both starboard engines fai led but the pilot, 
Flugkapitan Martin Konigs,managed to save the aircraft 
without serious damage and without inj ury to his crew. 
Newly-converted Fv,r 200Cs were soon to equip Hplm 

Edgar Petersen's l ./KG 40 as long-range maritime recon
naissance bombers. 

By the end of the year the aircraft of the Kommando 

Rowehl, \Vere operating from severa I airfields. llptm KarJ 
Edmund Garten f e ld's 2. Staff el remained at Ora11icnburg. 
the Uruppe base (the town was al.oat various times the 
location of an SA camp, i:ln SS regimental base and a con
cen l.ra tion camp). The 1. and 3. Staffeln were I.hen at 
Fritzlar, south of Kassel, for reconnaissance over France 
and flying from Jever near Wilhclmshaven to Britain. 

Kncmeyer. previously personal pilot to the Com
rrrnnder-in-Chief of the Army, was posted 10 the 3.(F)/ 
Ob.d.L. at Fritzlar in January 1940. The Luftwaffe main
tained I.he tradition of the Lufstreitkrafte or Lhe 1914-
1918 \Var. namely that the pilol \i.,.as regarded as simply 
responsible for flying the aircraft which was usua lly com
manded by an observer of senior rank; thus Ge.fr 

Knemeyer flew \rv·ith Lt Rulrnke as his observer on many 
operations over 1'\ orthern France and the English Chan
nel. The Staffel at Fritzlar was provided with Junkers Ju 
88Vl3 and V14 prototypes of I.he Ju 88A,each fitted with 
mounti ngs [or a vertical Reihenbild Rb 50/30 and two 
oblique RL 20/30 cameras; tbese aircraft were known as 
Ju 88-A-1/Fs. D espite atrocious winter weather, flights 
were made as far as Paris and beyond, and to the Solcnt. 
The aircrart were so fast at their celling of 9,000 m I.hat 
on one occasion when Knemeyer encountered a Spitfire 
off the Cherbourg Peninsula, he easily outpaced it at maxi
mum altitude. Following a successful series of such flights 
Kne meyer was made up to the rank of Oherleu.tnant. 

Of flights by the Ju 88 t.o Le l lavre, Cherbourg and 
Brest in bad weather, Knemcyer wrote or 'tramlines', 
probably referring to the early installations of what in 
March were termed 'Knickebein ' (bent leg) radio bea
cons. This was a highly sensitive development of the pre
war 'Lorenz' blind-Landing system which could provide 
an accurate target fix with intersecting radio beams. TI1e 
Lorenz system was of two slightly divergent radio beams, 
overlapping in a narrow zone aJong which an aeroplane 
\.Vas intended l.o fly. A single transmitter was switched al
ternately between two aerials, each Lransmitting briefly, 
one emitting a series of long tones ('dashes') and the other 
a series of shorter tones ('dots'). ln the narrow overlap 
zone, where both signals \Vere transmitted, a suitable ra
dio receiver would produce a continuous tone and a suit
ably equipped aircraft could be flown accurately along 
this zone. 'Knickebcin ' extended the system with a zone 
width of .80 km al 161 km distance, the target posit.ion 
being indicated by a crossing radio beam from another 
transmitter. 

By this time reconnaissance of the British Isles was 
made potentially more hazardous by the hitherto unsus
pected efficiency of the integrn l.ed radio location system 
and defence con trol. As a result Luftwaffe reconnaissance, 
conducted mainly by the experienced cre ws of the 
Aufkl.Gr.(F)./ObdL and Aufkl.Gr.(F)./122 with support 
by the He llls of Stab./KG 26 over the Channel and by 
Stab./KGr 100 as far as the Orkney Islands, suffered nine 
aircraft lost during the 'Phoney War '. During one such 
mission on 13 February 1940, an He lllH-3 of Stab./KGr 
100, 6N+AB, testing a new guidance system, was shot 
down over the Thames Estuary with the loss of the entire 
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crew. Nine days later the Aufkl.Gr./Ob.d.L. lost an 
Heinke! He lllP-4, \V.Nr.1594,TS+OH, which was forced 
down near St.Abb's Head, Berwickshire, by a Spitfire of 
602 Squadron , but was destroyed hy its crew (U.d.R 
E.Grote, Fw Sprigath, [Jjfz Berger and Uffz Bachmann) 
who apart from the last-named \vere a II captured unin
jured. 

The general success of Luftwaffe reconnaissance \.\.:as 
considered a great danger, especially by the Admiralty. 
In '/he lVar AL Sea, Vol. I , (HMSO, London 19.54-61 ), Cap
tain S.W. Roskill, the Royal Navy historian, wrote: "It must 
be admitted that, during the early months of the war, the 
procurement by the enemy of intelligence regarding our 
warship dispositions and movements was superior to our 
own. It is now plain that the enemy's advantage in this 
respect was achieved, firstly, through regular air recon
naissance of our bases." 

From airfields in Bulgaria, the oil-producing areas of 

the Soviet Caucasus and parts of Syria and Turkey were 
now plolted, lhen aU.ention \Vas turned towards Scandi
navia. Io preparation for 'Weseri.ibung' (Exercise 'Weser), 
the invasion o f Denmark and Norway, the 
Aufkl.Gr.Ob.cl.L. received an Fw 200C-1, BS+AH, which 
Corneliu~ Noell and co-pilot Siegfried Knemeyer flew 

from Konigsberg to Kristiansand in Norway. Knemeyer 
then flew the aircraft to Oslo, Stavanger, Bergen and 
Trondheim. ' \VeserUbung' was intended to pre-empt an 
Allied landing in Norway, a great fear of Adolf Hitler 

throughout the war. The resulting German move was to 
provide the Luftwaffe with airfields in Derunark and sea 
and air bases along the Norwegian coast. 'Weserlibung 
Sud' and '\Vesertilmng Nord', the invasions of Denmark 
and Norway, began on 9 April. \\lith Denmark and South
ern Norway soon occupied, a new command, 
Fliegerfi.ihrer Stavanger, 'vas formed at Stavanger-Sola 
in Apri I, the command including detachments from the 
l./ and 3.(F)/Ob.d.L. 

Knemeyer later related how he anived during a heavy 
RAF attack on Sola airfield and flew up a fjord for some 
distance until the raid was over, finding considerable de
struction of German aircraft on the ground. D uring the 
fo l lowing months the 3. Staffel flew He 11ls from 
Stavanger-Sola, searching for British convoys off the coast 
nf Northern Scotland and the Shetland Isles. 

The unsatisfactory use of specialist crews of the 3. 
StaffeJ for ad hoc maritime reconnaissance was exempli
fied by Knemeyer and Ruhnke vv·ho were unable to iden
tiJy the ships they came upon. Once, finding a submarine, 
neither was able to decide whether it was German or 
British; Knemeyer admitted that he knew only about 
pleasure sailing on the Wannsee, while Ruhnke, an ex
A rmy officer, knew nothing about ships! 

'Fall Gelb', (Case Yellow) a long prepared plan to at
tack the Low Countries and France, was opposed by some 
of the German General Staff who believed that their 
forces we re not ready for such an adventure when 
Germany's aim was expansion in the East. Some officers 
planned to depose Hitler in return for agreement to an 
'honourable peace' with Britain and rrance.Adni Wilhelm 
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Canaris, Head of the Abwehr and opposed to Hitler, in
structed Cen Hans Oster to establish contact with Lon
don early in 1940; this was done by intermed iaries in the 
Vatican. At the beginning of May, when these contacts 
warned of an imminent German attack in the \Vest, llol
land mobi lised and British and French forces moved to
wards the Belgian frontier. 

Before the invasion began, photo-reconnaissance re
vealed new fortifications in the area around Sedan where 
the first stage of the plan, Operation 'Sichclschnitt ' 
(Sickle-slash), required Gen lleinz Guderian 's armour t.o 
drive through the Ardennes Forest and to cross the Meuse 
before French forces could be brought up to defend the 
river crossings. Sorne of the German Staff believed that 
the Ardennes plan should be abandoned because of the 
apparent strength of the defences, but at the beginning 
of ~fay photographic interpretation showed that Lhe de
fences \Vere still unfinished. 

\Vhen the attack was launched on 10 May 1940, air
craft of the Aufkl.Gr.(F)/Ob.d.L. took part in the recon
naissance over the Low Countries and France. The Kranz/ 
Heuermann crew flying a Do 17 over Holland and North
ern Ilelgium were shot down bul were soon released by 
advancing German forces. The follovving month the 
Luftwaffe was attacking airfields and rail targets selected 
by the Aufkl.Gr. in Southern France; reconnaissance re
vealed some 300 ajrcraft on the Marseille group o1 air
fields and 3,600 rail wagons on the southern railway net
works during operations in June. During the summer of 
1940, Junkers delivered to the Aufkl.Gr.(F)/Ob.d.L. the 
first Ju 86P, which fle'-V a sortie over England at an a lti 
tude of nearly 14,020 m, the first of several such flights to 
be made over the English Midlands. Forty days after lhe 
attack began, Northern and Eastern France were over
nm and the French Government came to sign an A_rmi
stice in the same railway coach at Rethondes in which 
the Armistice oJ November 1918 had been made final. 

By the end of June it had become d ear that the Brit
ish Government would continue the war and on 16 July 
H itler issued his 'D irective No.16 ' for Operation 
'SEELOWE' (Sealion), an invasion of E ngland to take 
place on 21 September. 

The Junkers Ju 86P \vas a greatly modified version of 
the obsolete Ju 86 bomber, having a pressurised cabin 
for the two-man crew, a greater wing-span and super

charged engines, and fitted with three cameras. Several 
Ju 86 P-ls and P-2s were provided to the 2.(F)/O b.d.L. 
during the course of the year. At a time when the most 
advanced Hrit.ish reconnaissance aircraft, the Spitfire PR 
Mk.L could reach 32,000 ft , the Ju 86P could easily attain 
39,000 fl and up to 41,000 ft on occasions. 111ese flights, 
when detected, were unchallenged and provided Goring 
vv·ith photographs of (Ill the major operational airf!elds 
and cities of Great Britain. Tirns the Gruppe established 
a pattern of successfully using specially developed air
craft for clandestine operations. 

T n fact, Roweh I continually pressed so successfully for 
improved aircraft and systems that the Gruppe became 
known, somewhat enviously, by o ther units of th e 



Luft waffe as the 'D ienstlcistungshetr ieb· , which could be 
loose ly transla ted as 'service fixers'. 

Hiller's earlier opposit io n to the planting of 'sleeper· 
agents in the Uni ted Kingdom, and o pinion in the OK W 

that France was the principal threat l o German expan
sion, had hindered the A bwehr's work in Britain until 
ea rly 1937. A t the o utbreak of war, however, some 253 

ope ratives were at large in the United Kingdom. By la te 

1940, /\.bwe hr stations were esta blished in the newly-oc
cupied countries a nd uni ts of A bt 1 were attached lo lhe 
OKW. Und er the High Command Cien Ulrich Liss's 
Premde Hccrc West (Foreign Armies West) coordina ted 

in te ll igence ga thered from the Un ited Kingdom and 

Western E urope, and Oberst E berha rd Kinzc.l 's Fremde 
Hee re O st that from Eastern Europe. 

14 Right: Theodor Huwehl, 
seen h ere as a l .uftwa.ffe 
Obersrleut nant. 111 addition 
to the Riuerkreuz. he alw 
wears 1.,.,·hm appears to be the 
Finnish Order of rhe Lion 
11/ his throat 

15: The fleinkel He llJV-
4, WNr. 1968, V-AHAO, 
:.een during flight rests. Fin
ish NI i11 standard Luff
hn11sa cu/ours and nc11nr.rl 
Dresden, 1/ie aircraft was 

1he first of 1hree to be used 
fur secret reconnnissnnce 
missions by the special du
ties Staf{el of the RL/'vf 

16: Yet another of the rrio 
of rx-T.uf!hansn hv 200s 
used by Rowehl '.~ sprcinl 
unit. D-A ETA was the V2, 
WNr. 2484. named \Vest
fa len. It is .\een ltere during 
a visit to Spai11 in 1938 on a 
lrumport flight while still in 
servia wilh ULJ-1 . Th e 
onlooker:, all wear Legion 
Comlor uniforms 
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17: D-ARED is believed io 
be one of rhe rh.ree special 
Dornier 17S reconnaissance 
versions built especially for 
the Komrnando Rowehl. 
The four crew members, fl-VO 

of whom. are still in ci1,ilian 

clothes, are discussing /he 
/Mest news reports in 11pril 
1941. as their aircrafr 
receives a hastily-applied 
coat of yellmv paint on tlw 
wit and Luftwa.[(e insignia 
for its part in thP invasion of 
Yugosla via and Greece. The 
unarmed Do 175 was 
essential/}' a mixture of a D o 
17Z ail:frame with DB 601 
in-line engine.~: Tivo Rh 501 
30 and a single Rb 20130 
cam eras were carried 

18: /\nnther view of D 
ARED ('!),probably earlier 
in its career as it appears to 
be overall grey with black 

panels over the wing where 
e.xhaust stain... would have 
occurred 

19: Another of the 
extremely rare Dornier 17S 
varianrs was shot down over 
France by two Curtiss 
Hawks of GC I/ 4 on 73 
January 1940 while it was 
return ing from a high
altitude m ission o ver 
England. T5+FH was being 
flown by Lt de Res Theodor 
Rosarius, who escaped 
infury along with the rest of 
his crew. Rosarius later 
commanded the special 
trials unit knoivn as the 
'Zirkus R osarius'. Note the 
overall RIJvf G rau finish to 
the aircraft and the b lack 
engine cowlings and panels 
over the wing 



20: Dornier Do 2 I 5B-4 

PK+EM shows off the 
bulbous fairing housing an 
Rb 50130 camera under the 
nose.Finish and markings 
are typical for a bomber 
aircraft prior to delivery in 
the early part of the war 

21: This close in view of a 
Dornier D o 215B, T5+PM, 
of the Aufkl.Gr(F)/Ob.d.L. 
shows eight mission 
markings in the forn1 of 
balloons on the fin and three 
victory markings. The 

yellow f uselage band 
indicates use on the Eastern 
Front and the overspray 
around the co de Letters 
indicate that it has received 
a new identity at some time 

22: Ever-enegetic, Rowehl 
was instrumental in prompt
ing development of rare 
reconnaissance versions of 
standard aircraft. One such 
was the Dornier Do 217 A, 
an example of which is seen 
here. The Do 217 series was 
a development of the D o 
17Z bomber intended 
specifically for maritime 
operations, and culminated 
in several different variants, 
many of which could be 
equipped with guided 
missiles. Apparently, six A
O reconnaissance versions 
were completed, but the 
Werk Nummer of only one, 
2705, which went to the 
AufGr.(F)/ Ob.d.L. in late 
July 1940 is known 
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23: A Dornier Do 215H-4 
of 4. (F)!Aufkl. Gr. Ob.d. L 
setting out.from Mervillefor 
a mission over the UK. The 
large fairing over the Rh50/ 

30 camera and the uni/
applied mottle to the 
undersides are worthy of 

note 

24: It is a little-knmvn fact 
that weather reconnaissance 
aLw came within the orhit of 

the Luftwaffe special service 
units. TS-AU is an I-le J J J 
of lVekusta l ! Ob.d.L., 
setting our o n a lonely 
mission o ver thP. North 

Atlantic or towards 
Greenland in the winter of 
1939-40. A number of 

Wekusla aircrew later served 
in KG 200 where their bad

weather j7ying skills were oj' 
grear value 

25: 11 winter-camouflagP.d 

.Tu. 88D, T5+l or LC; of the 
Aujkl. Gr. Ob. d.L., waits in a 
snowbound hangai~ most 
probably at Stavanger in 
,Von-vay.fmm where the unit 
ranged over norrhern Eng

land, Scmland, the North 
Sea and Iceland. The Ju 88s 
proved to be better able to 
protect themselves from 
Alliedfighrers than Heinke/ 

Ills 



1940 
THE ABWEHR IN THE WEST 

Failure in England 
By early 1940, thanks to some vigorous work by the 

British, most. if not a lJ. of the agents already in the Uni l.ed 
Kingdom under the con t rot of llptm l lerbert Wichmann, 

were under surveillance. In fact. 39 had alrea dy been ap
prehended and 'turned' . One of his most important agents, 
the Welshman , A lfred Owens. known to his German con

trolle rs as ·Johnny' had , in fact, been working for M.I.5. 

the British counter-espionage organisation. s ince the I ale 

1930s. Knmvn to M.1.5 by 1 he code name 'Snow', he oper
a Led his radjo to provide fa)se information to the Abwehr 

on behalf of the 'Douhle-Cross' Committee, the body 
which act ually controlled the activities of almost a ll the 

German ope ratives in Britain. 

Before the outbreak of \Var, the Abweh r made provi
sional contacts with t.he Irish Republican Army which was 
planning a bombing campaign, begun on 16January1939. 
At the end of February a (Jerman agent, Oskar Pfaus, 

met the 'Army Counci l' of the IRA and. soon after the 

26 Above: The dehri.s of wm: Allied vehicles lefr abandoned on the 
sea.front at Dunkirk, shortly after the evacuation of the remants of 
the BEF. A great numher of the~P. vehicles served with the Luftwaffe 
anrl the VVehrrnacht for years ajfen,vard:-.. 1'-'nthusiasts may care to 
knuw that the vehicle on the extreme left is a French Renault AGR 
4x2 4.5 ton cargo trudc, used in !ari e numbers by the French army. 
A Renault AFB ambulance c.:un be seen in side profile 

war began in September, set up an lRJ\-.1\.bwehr radio 

link . On 8 February of the following year Ernst \Veber
Drohl was landed from the U-boat U 37 in Donegal Bay 
to assess the situation, but dropped his radio pack into 
the sea and, of course, ·was un able to communicale as he 

wished. H e was arrested in April and quickly became a 

double-agent working for t he British. 
It ,:o.,.as, however, clearly better to place agents as close 

as practicable to th e ir intended destinat ions. As a result, 
I.he a ircraft of the Aufkl.Gr . (F)/Ob.d.L. were to be used 
for clandestine flights to drop secret agents ancJ saboteurs 

in to Great Britain and the remaining neutral countr ies, 
some of these agents be ing recruited frum the Lehr und 

Ha ukp.zbV 800. This new kind of o peratio n. which re
quired accurate navigatio n by nigh t, was undertaken by 

t.h e Gruppe R oweh] which seemingly prided itself on the 
precision of its navigatio n in the prefe rred cloudy weather 
conditions, claiming that night parach ute drops were 

placed usually within 8 km of the intended position, but 
on some occasions they were wildly inaccurate. On the 

night of 5/6May1940, an aircraft under th e command of 

Hptm Karl E dmund Gartenfeld, Staffelkapitan of the 
3.Staffel, (who was responsible for dropping many of these 
agents into Ire land) was assigned to drop Lt Dr H ermann 
Goertz on the outskirts of Dublin which, in neutral Tre-
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land, was not blacked-out. He parachuted to earth some 
50 miles furthe r north, in County Armagh, Northern Ire

land; Dundalk was probably mistaken for Dublin, the 
drop being made in the correct position relative to the 

lights of the port. 
In 1936 Goertz had been sentenced in Britain to four 

years imprisonment for espionage (an event which bad led 
directly to the ban by Hitler on German spies in Brilnin) 

bul had established a link with the outlawed IRA while 
serving his sentence in Maidstone Jail. His task in ireland 

was t.o estabJish a German-run sabotage operation, inde
pendent of the fickle Ilish tenorist organisation. 

With great difficully Goertz made his way south to 

Dublin where be succeeded in meeting the then IRA 

Chief of Staff, S tephen Hayes. Apart from re lieving him 
of aJl his money, the IRA then did little else, finally be
traying him t.o the authorities in November 1940. Goertz 

was imprisoned; he committed suicide while awaiting re
patriation t.o Germany many months later, fearing he 

would be handed over to the British. 

Meanwhile, also al the beginning of May, Sean Russell, 
an ex-Chief of Staff of the IRA, had arrived in Berlin 
from the U nited Stales at the instigation of the Abwehr. 

RusseJl and another Irish dissident, Frank Ryan, were 
intended to promote a more active sabotage role by the 

IRA. Russell and Ryan embarked for Ireland in a U-boat 
(U65) early in August in Operation TAUBE (Dove) but 

the vessel turned back when Russell died aboard of a burst 
stomach ulce r. 

There was also a somewhat impractica l plan for a 

peaceful German military move into Ire.land (Operation 

KATHLEEN) in response to Irish fears that the British 
might invade during the spring of 1941, lo occupy Lough 

Swilly and the airports at Shannon and Foynes. It was 
suggested that an invasion oflreland could force Ilritain 
to sue for peace, allO\ving greater freedom in the plan
n ing for an invasion of the USSR. When the m<tl.l.er was 

p ut before Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop he 

proposed, subject to the Trish Prime Ministe r, E<tmonn 

De Valera, showing interest, sending arms in ships that 
would head out from France into the A llant.ic and then 

approach Ire land from the west, camouflaged as coming 
from the USA under the Irish flag. A negati ve reply from 

the Government of Ireland, who feared a rising by the 
IRA just as much as d id the British, was received on 17 

December 1940. 
The plan for a partial 'peaceful occupation' of Ireland 

in concert with a secondary landing in Wales, remained a 
German option for some time, a lthough extreme ly un

likely to be mounted without control of the sea and air. 
Operation KATHLEEN was apparently take n half-seri

ously by the Abwehr and the SS and at Oranienberg a 
No.l SS Special Service Troop was formed , its members 

given a cover-story that they would prepare for a raid o n 
the Suez Canal. In the event, links with the IRA proved 

Lo be valueless; IRA greed, unreliability and inte rnal feuds 
saw to that. 

Essen tially, the Abwehr saw the dropping of agents 

into the Republic simply as a convenie nt means of pro-
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viding them with easy access to the United Kingdom. Con
sequenLly Wilhelm Preetz was parachuted into Ireland in 

June but was soon arrcsted. TI1ereafter the Abwehr aban
doned atLempt.s to insert agents into Britain via the Irish 

'back-door' . 
D espite an earlier brilliantly successful campaign of 

agent inser tion and recruitment combined with aerial re

connaissance, after the fall of Prance and with the col

lapse of German intentions in Ireland, Abwehr knowl
edge of British ddences was limited to what could be 
discovered from aerial reconnaissance. TI1e intelligence 
gathered was passed on lo .Fremde Heere West, whose 

collators were impressed at the information obtained. 

As the p lan for the invasion of .England, SEELOWE 
(Sealion), ·was developed. the lack of intelJigence about 

the forces assembled ror defence and their equipment be

came an increasing problem for the Oberkommando dcr 
Wehrmacht. The Ahwe hr, at tha l time st.ill held in high 

esteem by the 0 KW, was therefore called in to remedy 

the lack of necessary tactical information for the proposed 

landings by means of placing agents on the ground. Con
sequently, the training and despatch of agents to Britain 
as 'Operation LENA' became a priority, aJthough 'on an 
emergency basis' which meant that agent training was of 

the most elementary kind. Most were poorly motivated 
and spoke poor E ngli sh (ir they knew the language at 

all) but this was not considered important, the Abwehr 
anticipating that t he agents would not need to be active 

for long in the field before the invasion began. 

Published accounts o f German espionage agents 

landed in England by sea and by air are not consistent; 
official and semi-official sources have claimed that aU the 

agents were captured and either executed or 'turned' to 
work for the XX (Douhle-Cross) Committee and imitated 

by British radio-operators to give fa)se information to the 
Abwehr but this 100 pe r cent success remains open lo 
conjecture, for German and other sources imply that at 

least two agents were never detected. Several \Vere landed 

by parachute at about the same time as the first failure of 
LENA on 3 Septernher, when four Dutch volunteer agents 

were landed from a fishing boat on the Kent coast but 
were captured within 36 hours.Three were later executed 
in December. The stories of the Abwehr agents inserted 

into the United Kingdom at that time, as told in a variety 
of unofficial publications, vary considerably in their de
tails and dates but the seque nce of events typically went 

as follows: 

Vertrauensmann (trusted agent) 3719, Goesta Caroli, 
carrying a radio, a Swedish passport and a British iden

tity card, was dropped from an H e 111 flying from Char
tres on the night of 6 September to land near D enton, 
west of Northampton. He was arrested three days late r 

and agreed to co-operate wi th the XX (Double Cross) 

Committee; this he did as 'Summer' (his British cover
name), operating for M.l.5 until the end of D ecember 

1940 when he tried to escape, subsequently being impris
oned until lhe end of lhe war. 

On 19 Se ptember , Caroli's fri end, Wulf Schmidt 

(Agent 3725) was dropped near Willingham, north of 



Cambridge, from an He 111 piloted by Hptm Gartenfe ld. 

Schmidt was picked up within a day and quickly agreed 
to co-operate with his captors. Under the British cover 
name 'Tate', he soon became one of the most valuable 

agents of the Abwehr - or so they believed. So valuable, 
in fact, he was awarded the Iron Cross - and British citi

zenship after the war. 

Gartenfeld flew by night with Knemeyer to drop some 
of these A bwehr agen ts into Central and Southern E ng
land. Knemeyer wrote: ''. .. one from Normandy to west 

of Bristol on a great moor where the famous English 
prison stood. The same night the bombers flew their big 

raid on Coventry's ball-bearing factories" . If he recalled 
the date correctly, this was the night of 14/15 November 
when the old heart of Coventry was destroyed, causing 

some 1,100 casualties and destruction of 21 factories: 

"Everything in Sou thern E ngland was lit up by the 
search lights looking for our bombers. Near Bristol 

we ran into heavy flak and were in the searchlights 
for a long time. Ruhnke was my observer. Gartenfeld 

flew with us to see the agents jump, and we had 

'gondola ' Do 17 or Do 217. I put one down from Brus
sels, in the Midlands near Birmingham; he was Nor

wegian. The one on Dartmoor was a South African 
student" . 

There is no British record of a South African agent 

being captured, but a man bearing a Dutch passport as 

Jan Willen ter Braak was believed to have been dropped 
at the end of October near Amersham, where his para

chute is recorded as having been found o n 3 November. 
He evaded capture and was able lo communica te by ra
dio with Aht Hamburg but was found dead, having been 

shot in the head ("by suicide" according to official Brit
ish sources), in an air-raid shelter at Cambridge on 1 April 

1941. In fact it is almost certain lhat he was a Soviet dou

ble-agent, murdered to prevent him be traying others of 
his kind at work in the UK. 

At that time the rivalry between the Abwehr and the 
parallel intelligence service run by SS-Sturmbannfuhrer 
Reinhard H eydrich for R eichsfiihrer H einrich Himmler 

had not yet developed , a lthough Heydrich 's Reichs

sicherheitshaup lamt der SS (State Security Administra
tion of the SS) already doubted the loyalty of A bwebr 
senior officers and the re liability of their intelligence
gathering. Oberst H ans Oste r, Canaris's deputy, told the 

Dutch A ssis tant M ilitary Attache in Berlin, Maj 
Gijs bertus Jacob Sas, of t he imminence o f 
WESEROBUNG but nothing was done when Sas passed 
the information on to the Norwegians. Oster 's envoy to 

the Vatican, Dr Josef Muller, came under suspicion by 
Heydrich's SD (Security Service). Canaris, Oster and oth

ers took little trouble lo conceal their o pposition to 
Hitler 's plans for a ' Greater Germany', presumably rely
ing on the power of the OK W to protect them. 

Their plan for peace involved the res toration of Po

land and Czechoslovakia , the Sudetenland remaining in 
Germany, and for Austria to hold a p lebiscite to decide 
its future. Canaris and Gen Franz H alder put the plan 
before Gen Walther von Brauchitsch, the Refehlshaber 

des Heeres (Army C-in-C) but, lacking curiosity and fore

sight, the British Foreign Office refused to take the plan 
seriously. 

Meanwhile three agents, Vera de Witte, a woman, 
TI1codore Druecke and a Swiss, \Verner Waelti, were flown 

by a Heinke! H e 115 floatplane, possibly of Kil .Fl.Gr. 906, 

from Stavanger-Sola on the night of 30 September and 

set down in a rubber dinghy off the Scottish coast. ·Tuey 
reached the shore near Portgordon on the coast of Banff 

but , because of their ineptitude, were soon arrested. Both 
men were executed in 1941. The woman was, in fact, a l

ready working for M.I.5. In a repeal of the operation a 

German agent, Otto Joust, and two Norwegians, G unnar 
E dvardssen and Legwald Lund, were put down with their 

dinghy near Nairn on the Moray Firth on 25 October; 
they also were captured. 

A s has been . hown, German agents came to Britain 

from a variety of backgrounds and for different reasons 
but almost without exception all were rapidly appre

hended by the wa tchful British. Thereafter some were 

imprisoned; several were executed; a very few had deter
mined to use this method to escape from German occu
pation. Most were 'turned' and put to use by their new 

m asters under new cover names: ' Garbo', ' Hubert' , 
'Dragonfly', 'Gelatine', 'Celery', 'Mutt ' and ' Jeff' among 

many o thers. All played their part, more or less willingly, 
in c01~founding the A bwehr's intelligence-gathering and 

sabotage efforts in Britain. 
In fact a s ing le German agent did survive at liberty 

until the end of the war. His final s ignal, in response to an 

urgent r equest for specific information, reached the 
Luftwaffe General Staff on 15 April 1945. Tt noted that 

RAF Balloon Command had been disbanded "as it was 
no longer needed ... " 

27: An unidentified crew wait while rheir Do 215 is refuelled ready 
for the next mission The man on the right is believed to be Oberst 
Josef'Beppo' Schmid, head of the Luftwaffe's lnrelligence Service. 
He was not a success in the post; his over-optimistic a.~se.~sments of 
the state of the RAF during the Battle of Britain. contributed greatly 
tu the Luftwaffe :<; defeat in that campaign 
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1941 
SOUTH AND SOUTH-EAST 

The search for altitude 

Throughout 1939 the crews of the Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. 
undertook extensive trials of prototype aircraft suitable 
for their operations. By 1940 the Gruppe had developed 
into three Staffeln using various Ju 88 prototypes modi
fied for photo-reconnaissance, these being supplemented 
by Dornier Do 215Bs and at least one Do 217 A-0 air
craft in the 1. and 3. Staffeln and by Ju 86P-1 and P-2s, 
pressurised versions of the obsolete Ju 86 bomber, with 
higher aspect-ratio wings, more powerful, nitrous-oxide 
injected engines and automatic cameras mounted in the 
rear fuselage. Knemeyer found the Ju 86 unsatisfactory 
and the Jumo 207 diesel engines required too great an 
air/oxide mixture. 

By the beginning of 1940 the 1. and 3. Staffeln were 
flying the Do 215B, a long-range development of the 
Dornier l 7Z, originally intended for export, with an en
larged forward fuselage accommodating two vertical cam
eras, operating regularly over the Soviet Union. A fourth 
Staffel, with a cadre from theAufkl.Gr.(F)/121 , was added 
to the Gruppe in January 1941, made up largely of expe
rienced test-pilots. 

Early in the year Rowehl 's formation received two 
pre-production Ju 88s; the V13, GU+AH, W.Nr. 880005 
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with standard Jumo engines and V 14, D-APSF, W.Nr. 
880006, with BMW 801 engines, the latter greatly pre
ferred by the OKL and the aircrew. These aircraft were 
fo llowed by other experimental Junkers 88s; the V23 
NK+AO, W.Nr. 880023, and the prototype Ju 88B-O, the 
V24, W.Nr. 880024, aka D-ASGQ/NK+AP All these early 
experimental aircraft carried factory codes, but at the end 
of the year operational trials were carried out by Ju 88s 
wearing unit codes. For example, lhe Ju 88B-O V24, 
marked as K9+QH serving with the Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. , was 
lost over Sevastapol in the Crimea on 1 September, and 
the Ju 88B-O V28, W.Nr. 880028, (GB+ND) was eventu
ally lost, as T9+DH, in a crash at Brest on 14 August 1942. 

In October 1939 a fourth, long-range, Staffel was in
corporated from the 2./Aufkl.Gr. 121. Rowehl was inter
ested in new machines such as the Henschel Hs 128, a 

28 Above: Typical of the exotic aircraft used by Rowehl's unit is the 
p rototype Junkers Ju 88B-O, WNr. 880024, seen here while still 
wearing the civilian code D -ASGQ. While it later received the 
Stammkennzeichen NK+AP, it was lost in Russia carrying the unit 
code K9+QH in Septe1nber 1941. The finish here is the standard 701 
71165 bom.ber camouflage. Note the BMW trademark under the 
engine cowlings 



high-altitude research aircraft. to test pressure-cabin sys
tems and turbo-superchargers. He was so impressed wi I h 
its potential that he urged further development. The re
sulting Hs 130A reconnaissance version could easily reach 
15,240 m altitude but some disappointing performance 
figures and engine problems caused the project to be 
abandoned without Rowehl ever getting tu use it. The 
first five prototypes wen:~ delivered to Echtcrdingen for 
operational trials and sporadic improvements, such that 
two years later an Hs 130A-O/U6 wHh a two-man crew 
and two camerns reached 15,500 m. By that time other 
types were given a higher priority. 

The 4. Staffel operated over the Soviet Union from 
Bucharest and Cracow with Ju 86Ps early in 1941, hut 
when Hitler launched his attack on Russia the first three 
Sta:ffeln of Rowehl's Gruppe moved to the Eastern Front, 
returning the 4.Staffel to the west to con tinue rugh level 
activities in June 1941 from Rangsdurf. The 4.(F)/Ob.d.L. 
was still equippeu with five Ju 86Ps. On 28 August one of 
one of these Junkers bombed Brjstol and other towns in 
south-western hngland. A last offensive flight was made 
over Kent on 9 September, after which the weather broke 
and brought operations to an end. Meanwhile a number 
or JU 86Ps were transferred to the 2.(P)/ 123 a t Kastelli
Peliados in Crete. With their crews went Knemeyer. 

For the researcher the nomenclature of the clandes
tine Luftvvaffe formations can be highly' confusing. !\part 
from the attribution of aircraft to various operations, even 
identification nf the aircraft unit codes is often difficult. 
Paris uJ the same units \Vere disbanded then re-formed, 
often with the same commanders and the same aircrew 
and aeroplanes. Often there is nn apparent operational 
reason for such changes evident from remaining records 
and Orders of Battle. 

Agents, East 
Less than a year after signing the Non-Aggression Pact 

with the USSR, Hitler declared his intention of attacking 
the Soviet Union. He made it clear that he regarded the 
area or the 'General-Gouvernement' (occupied Poland) 
principally as an assembly area for his forces before they 
advanced. A story has been told of an occasion when 
Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister, was presen ted 
by the other members of the Nazi hierarchy with a cabi
net containing copies of the Agreements that he had ne
gotiated with other countries; his peers were highly 
amused because every one uf the Pacts bad been broken 
by Hitler. 

As early as July 1940 Hitler set the middle of Septem
ber as the date of readiness for a ten-d;:iy count-down for 
the invasion of Southern England. The preliminaries to 
SEELOWE began immediately with attempts lo obtain 
air superiority over the Channel. Air attacks were made 
on the Channel ports and convoys of coastal shipping in 
Lhe expectation that British fighters would be drawn into 
battle. These attacks continued into August when, on the 
12th, the Luftwaffe began a series of devastating attacks 
on radar installations and airfields in the Soul.h of Eng
land. On 15 August the full ::ivailability of the Luftwaffe 

was used in 'Adlertag' (Eagle Day), when more than 1,750 
sorties were flown at the beginning of a series of air a!
tacks int.ended to destroy the RAF in what became known 
as the Battle of Britain. 

The hombing of London brought a retaliatory raid on 
Berlin which caused Hitler lo demand continuous bomb
ing of London, thereby casing th e pressure on RAF 
Fighter Command at a most fortuitous moment. By mid
September the daylight battle reached its chmax with 
Luftwaffe losses mounting, particularly of the most ex
perienced aircrew, and the Luftwaffe suffered its first fail
ure to achieve air superiority. 

On 13 September Hitler told h is commanders that, 
because of the state of the air battle, the date of 
SEELO\\/E must be delayed until the end of the month. 
Postponed yet again, preparations were maintained for 
an invasion in October, but on the 12th Hitler again post
poned the operation unti l a n inuefinile date in the spring 
of 1941. In fact, preparations for SEELO\VE continued 
only as a cover for his plan FRITZ, the long-planned in
vasion of th e Soviet Un'ion, soon to be re-named 
BARBAROSSA, and the first. move towards that opera
tion came on'11 September when a German mission was 
sent to Romania. 

By early 1941 , Lhe Aufkl.Gr./Ob.d.L. had undertaken 
more than 500 over-flights recordeu by the Soviet authorj
ties, but orders were given to refrain from shooting at the 
German aircraft. Early in 1941 aircraft of the 1. Staffe1 
operating from Cracow in Poland, the 2.(F)/Ob.d.L. from 
airfields in Romania and Bulgaria, and the 3. Staffcl at 
H amina in Finlanu, stepped up their reconnaissance in 
preparation for BARBAROSSA, planned for 22 June. On 
21 June a re-organised 4.(F)/Ob.d.L. based at Berlin
Rangsdorf was given the task o[ operating in the \Vest 
with various aircraft, including Ju 86Ps. 

Theodor Rowchl's long-range air group had begun 
reconnoitring the Soviet Union in 1934. His twin-engined 
aircraft : fitted with extra fuel tanks and flying at heights 
up to 9,144 m. photographed the naval port of Kronstaul 
and nearby Leningrad, the industria I areas of Pskov and 
Minsk in western Russia, and the Black Sea naval port of 
N ikolayev. The coverage of Kronsta<ll , which furnished a 
sequence· of pictures of warships at intervals of several 
·weeks, provided valuable data about the rate of Soviet 
naval construction. The other pictures seem to have 
yielded mainly intelligence about Russian factories. 

At the start of September 1940 Hitler, apparently not. 
wan ting to anger :Russia just as he wc:is girding up for his 
invasion of Britain,. ordered a stop to all aerial reconnais
sance against the Soviet Union. The ban lasted a month 
but the Army pressed for pictures and early in October, 
after he had postponed his cross-Chan nel invasion and had 
begun to regard the conquest of Russia as a means of forc
ing E ngland's surrender, Hitler rescinded the order. He 
now allowed fligh ts to a depth of almost 321 knYinto the 
Sovie t Union from the borders of East Prussia and Ger
man-occupied Poland. A I. once the· German machines he
gan over-flying the Russian border and again the Russians 
began spotting them. On 6 J;muary 1941, for example, one 
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crossed the Soviet frontier, flew to a depth of about 24 km, 
and then paralleled the border for almost 161 km before 
returning to Germany. On 3 March the commander of the 
Red Navy ordered that such craft be shot down. On 17 
and 18 March two were fired on over the Latvian port of 
Liepaja; others soon appeared north-west ol lhe Black Sea. 
Later Stalin countermanded the navy's order, apparently 
to avoid provoking the Germans, and directed that suc.:h 
p lanes be forced to land instead. 

By that time, increasing activity by RAF night-fight
ers was making low-level flying across the Channel and 
the North Sea extremely hazardous. Only two agents were 
landed by parachute in England early in 1941; Josef Jakobs 
on 31 January, Karl Richard Richter in Hertfordshire on 
14 May. Both refused to co-operate with M.1.5 and were 
executed later in the year. 

On 15 April 1941, while on a photographic reconnais
sance from Cracow lo the Zrutomir area of Byelorussia, 
a Ju 86P carrying the civilian marking D-APEW was com
pelled to red uce height through engine fai lure. Near 
Rovno in Russian-occupied Poland, the Junkers was in
tercepted by a Soviet fighter which opened fire and de
stroyed the port engine. The Junkers pilot, Uff z Schnetz, 
was able t.o put the aircraft down and he and his ohserver, 
Uffz Walther, set explosive charges to destroy the cabin 
and camera installation but they were unable to deter
mine if the cameras had been destroyed before they were 
arrested. 

After initial interrogation they were taken to Rovno 
and handed over to the GPU, the political intelligence 
agency, for interrogation. Their original cover story was 
that they had crossed the frontier whilst flyin g by instru
ments from the Versuchsfliegerschule (Test-pilot school) 
at Cracow bu t. when il became clear that their interroga
tors believed there had been others aboard the aircraft 
- the earlier Ju 86D carried a crew of four - the pilot 
and observer stated that a Russian and a Ukrainian had 
parachuted from the aircraft. Schnetz claimed that one 
of these men had set the blind-flying course from Cra
cow. After the beginning of Operation Barbarossa on 22 
June, Schnetz was told that he would be hanged or shot. 
He and Walther were to be moved to another prison but 
during the immediate confusion of the Soviet retreat they 
were ahandoned by their captors, picked up by advanc
ing German infantry and returned to be met by Rowehl 
in Warsaw. 

The flights increased in number. In the three weeks 
between 27 March and 18 April, the Russians detected 
an average of more than three a day. On 4 April, fur ex
ample, they spotted a plane at 7,010 m that violated the 
border near Przemysl at 13.20 hrs and penetrated J 20 km 
intn Russian-occupied territory before flying back to Ger
many at 13.50 hrs. They had no illusions as lo what the 
reconnaissance was for. 

From mid-April to mid-June, the flights became more 
systematic and remained at about the same rate of three 
a day. These mainly served to update older photographs, 
dating from May and October 1940, of Russian fortifica
tions. The priority for the new pictures ran from dose to 
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the Russo-German line of demarcation, the most urgently 
desired, through the areas around Rovno and Lutsk in 
western Russia and, last of all, to Kiev in the interior. 
Some 300 mm square photos from 4 April 1941, showed 
artillery emplacements, antitank trenches, and field for
tifications in Soviet-occupied south-cast Poland around 
the small towns of Bobr6wka, Wolka Zapalowska and 
Buczyna. 

None of this contributed much to the overall estirna
~ion of the size of the Red Army, by revealing the number 
and size of its camps, or of the industrial potential of the 
Soviet Union, by disclosing its total acreage. The size of 
the country precluded anything approaching complete 
coverage. So the Rowehl group provided some details of 
economic intelligence, additions to bomber target fold
ers, and indications that the Russian roads were better 
than the Germans had thought, but mainly operational 
and tactical information about Russian fortifications in 
the expected path of the German armies. 

The preparations for FRITZ/BARBAROSSA were 
well under way before the daylight attack phase of the 
Battle of Britain had become the night 'Blitz'. In March 
1941 a programme of airfie ld construction \•.ras acce ler
ated by the General-Gouvernement - the possession of 
Poland having been an essential for providing bases for 
Hitler's long-term intention of destroying Stalin's 'evil 
empire'. During the first weeks of June 1941, over 2,700 

aircraft were moved eastwards - more than 700 of them 
reconnaissance types. 

Despite the British Government's antipathy towards 
the Soviet Union, the Kremlin was warned- a delicate 
operation because the knowledge was based on 'Ultra' 
decrypts - of an invasion by lhei.r German 'ally', the Red 
Army still appears to have been taken by surprise when 
BARBAROSSA began on 22 June. As in Poland, the first 
assault of the new campaign included continuous low
level daylight allacks, of Soviet airfields. By midday some 
1,200 aircraft of the Red Air Forces were out of action 
and the Luftwaffe went over to acting as 'long-range 
artillery' for the Army ground forces and providing con
tinuously updated taclical aerial photography. 

The German offensives continued through the heat 
of the summer, but the weather broke in late October. 
H e avy rain and consequent mud in a land with few 
metalled highways brought Hitler 's forces to a halt short 
of Moscow, just as with Napoleon's army 129 years ear
lier. Despite the severity of the winter now to follow, the 
Soviets launched a major counter-offensive on 5 Decem
ber. A t D emyansk, midway between Leningrad and Mos
cow, 100,000 German troops were cut off and a huge air
lift by Ju 52s was begun to supply them. TI1e Red Army 
pressure continued until April 1942 when mud effectively 
brought both sides to a halt. In the south-east the Ger
man objective was the oilfields of the Caucasus, for which 
possession of the Crimea and Sevastapol was essential. 
By mid-July Sevastapol was in German hands. 

While the German Army Groups were fully occupied, 
the Abwehr no longer paid great attention to the United 
Kingdom for British forces were committed in Africa and 



the Middle East. A build-up of American forces prom
ised further developments so operations over Britain re
mained on reconnaissance and the Kommandos main
tained their programmes of agent insertions beyond the 
fighting fronts. The principal German interest remained 
on the Eastern Front; the movement and location of Red 
Army formatjons. 

From the beginning of 1942 in Britain, communists 
were agitating with the slogan 'Second Front Now', al
though no overall strategy had been agreed between the 
Allies. In August., Churchill flew to meet Stalin in Mos
cow and agreement was reached (largely to Britain's mili
tary disadvantage) on the great quantities of materials to 
be provided for the Russians to hold back the German 
Armie . . This they slowly did with operation WATER
STORM in the south-east where the only remaining Ger
man force was Gen Paulus's 6. Army 'marooned ' at 
Stalingrad. On 3 February 1943, Stalingrad fell to the 
Red Army and Hitler declared four days of national 

2.9: This is one of the seven 
Hensch el Hs 130£-0 
prototype high-altitude 
reconnaissance aircraft 
ordered. CF+OZ, WNr. 
0054, was undergoing trials 
of the H Z-Anlage engine 
installation, probably at 
Johannistal in early 1943. 
Noce the massive propellers 
and the pressure cabin. 
Despite Rowehl's enthusi
asm, comtanc engine prob
lems meant that the aircraft 
was never ahlc tn fulfil its 
expectations and su never 
entered Luftwaffe service 

30: A far more useable 
machine for che f ,uftwaffe s 
reconnaissance crews was 
the Junkers Ju 86[>, a 1940'.<; 
equivalent to the Lockheed 
U-2. Almos! inv11lnerable to 
fighters, this u.nidenrified 
aircraft under armed guard 
is typical of chose which 
carried out much of the 
strategic reconnaissance 
over Ru.c;sia and in the 
1'1-1iddle East 

mourning. His armies were compelled to withdraw fur
ther and were faced with more disasters at the western 
end of the .tvfediterranean Sea where Tunis and Bizerta 
were taken by General Alexander's 18th Army Group 
on 7 May. There the Axis armies suffered losses equal to 

those at Stalingrad: 60,000 dead and wounded, 240,000 
taken prisoner. Alexander signalled Churchill: ':We are 
masters of the North African shore"; the way was open 
for an invasion of Sicily and for landings on the Italian 
mainland. 

In the East the Germans launched another offensive 
in July, seeking to 'straighten' a salient in the Soviet Line 
at Kursk on the Central Front, but by mid-August their 
attempt had failed and the Red Arm y continued press
ing to the West. A to-and-fro series of offensives began 
and a drive early in May 1944 took lhe Russians 322 km 
into the Ukraine. On 7 May they began a decisive assault 
on Sevastapol; five days later the last German troops had 
been evacuated from the Crimea. 
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31: The remarkably spartan 
cockpit of the Junkers Ju 
86P. Note that the interior 
colour is m ostly shades of 
grey 

32: TS+PM is a Junkers Ju 
86P of the l ./Versuchsslelle 
filr Hohenflilge, possibly in 
the Middle East. The aircrafi 
shown here may be WNr. 
0498 which crash ed at 
Boskum on 21 D ecember 
1942, sustaining 9S per cent 
damage. One other Ju 86P, 
W Nr. 0292, TS+??, is also 
known to ha ve been 
op erated by th e unir in 
January 1942. Note the 
overall light colour 

33: A light grey or blue Ju 
86R-l, of the 1./Versuchs
stellefiir Hohenjlilge (VfH), 
probably in rhe winter of 
1942-43. At the time the unit 
had two exan1ples on 
s trength: WNr. 0454, 
TS+RM, and WNr. 028S, 
TS+WB. WNr. 0454 was 
larer re-coded TS+ V H. It is 
not known which one ts 
shown here 



34: Wearing a coal of 
overall temporary Rlack 22 
camouflage 011 its upper 
s111f aces, this ll eink.el l I e 
7 71 with the dvilian code JJ
A DAG was used by 
Rowehl's special unit for 
clandestine reconnai~sance 
o ver the Sovier Union 
during 1940 and early 1941 

35: Anocher view of I le 7 7 J 
n-ADAG undergoing 
engine maintenance, 
presumahly during the 
winter of' 1940-41. Th e 
remnants of the pre-war 
civilian-style presentarion oI 
the swastika can he clearly 
seen under the ternporar_y 
black paint 

36: Another view, a year 
earlier, of He 111, T5-Au~ 
(see page 22j used hy 
Wekusta l./Oh.d. T.. reveals 
the huge underwing code 
letters and small crosses 
used at the /JP.ginning of the 
war; now overpainted by 
more suirahly pm-portioned 
operati.onal markings 
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38 Below: The enigm.aticAdmira!Wilhelm Canaris, seen while head 
of the /\hwehr. !!is inability to reconcile his patriotism and his loyalty 
to Hitler ultimately led to his death. at the hands of the SS 
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37: Yet another of the exotic 
aircraft tried out fur high
altitude reconnaissance was 
the Arado Ar 240A-0, 
T9+GL. Seen here in use 
with 3./Erp. Gr.Ob.d.T .. , the 
light culour and l·llhite 
outline fusdage cross are 
typical for late March 1944 
when this picture was taken 
at Oranienburg The aircraft 
was destroyed in a crash in 
Poland later that year 

39 Below: Unlike Canaris, J\rmy General Reinhard Gehlen survived 
the war to serve with the CIA and to become head of the post-war 
West German Intelligence services 



1942 
DOUBLE AGENTS 

'Zeppelin' 

Canaris 
After the war ended, stories were widespread of dou

ble-agents mostly in German service but working for the 
Allies, with a few exceptions such as the servant of the 
British Ambassador to Turkey ('Cicero') . Of senior Ger
man officers who were uncertain of their future under 
Lhe Nazis little has ever been confinned about their con
tacts with the West. 

The Chief of the Abwehr, Adm Wilhelm Canaris, and 
some of hi s staff were anti-Nazis, involved with the 
'Schwarze Kapelle' (Black Band) a conspiracy within the 
German Gene ra l Staff which aimed to wrest control of 
the country from the Nazis, to agree peace terms with 
the We tern A llies and to concentrate the Wehrmacht 
against the Soviet Union. 

To what extent Abwehr double-agents collaborated 
with the British Intelligence Services has not been made 
known , but it has been clajmed that in service with 
Abwehr Amt III, Oberst H ans Oster, later Chief of Staff 
to Canaris. provided means whereby anti-Nazi Germans 
and Jews could be protected from the Gestapo. Certainly, 
Abwehr officers Jebsen, Popov and Vermehren were 
agents of Britain 's Military Intelligence Service. In 1940, 

40 Above: Pictured straight out of the workshop before it has even 
been pai111ed, this is the Arado Ar 232 VJ in summer 1940. Years 
ahead of other transporr aircra.fi in concept, theJ\r 232~· basic layout 
is still in use today. Unfortunately for the Luftwaffe, the type never 
really enjoyed the success it deserved, although it was aJL important 
elem ent in the armoury of KG 200 

Oster had revealed the dates for the invasions of D en
mark and Norway and of the Low Countries, but Allied 
Intelligence appears to have re mained in ignorance of 
the information. When however , Eddi e Chapm an 
('Fritzchen'/'Zigzag') was parachuted into England in 
D ece1nber 1942 for a sabotage mission, the B.l.A Sec
tion of M.I.5 was aware of his coining. In February 1944 
Erich Vermehren ('Junior') learned that the Gestapo was 
about to take action against Schwarze Kapelle. Conse
quently, with his wife and other colleagues then based in 
Turkey, he defected and was given protection by M.I.5. 
The H ead of the Abwehr Dienstste lle in Ankara was re
called to Berlin and was reported to have con1mitted sui
cide - the Abwehr Staff were literally fatally compro
mised. 

As the war progressed the intelligence provided by 
the Abwe hr prove d of su ch little val ue that SS
B rigadefuhrer Walter Sche lle nberg, Head of the RSHA, 
pressed for the amalgamation of all espionage and sabo
tage activities under control of the SD. The lack of reli
able intelligence on the Eastern Front led Schelle nberg 
to the concept of spying en-masse, using volunteers from 
the thousands of Soviet prisoners in German hands. This 
was his 'Project ZEPPELIN' . Out of some 10-15,000 ini
tia lly recruited , by the beginning of 1943, with the war 
clearly going against the Germans, volunteer numbers de
clined drastically. Consequently, throughout 1943 ZEP
PE LIN inserted only some 19 groups, totalling 115 agents, 
be hind Soviet lines. Even so, during 1943-1944, the Ger-
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mans al ways had some 500-800 agents behind Russian 
lines at any one time. Losses, however, were enormous. 
For example, Abwehr Command 104 despa tched some 
150 groups ot 3-10 men each between October 1942 and 
Septe mber 1943. Survivors from on ly two of these gro ups 
returned. 

In February 1943, Canaris was <lismissec.l from his 
Abwehr post and appointed to the less influentiaJ Office 
for Commercial and Economic ·welfare. T\vo mon l.hs later 
Oster was also dismissed. Hitler decreed the formation 
of a unjfied Nachtricbtcndienst (Intelligence Service) to 
come into being o n 1 June. In May Reichsfiihrer-SS 
Heinrich Himmler announced that the nrgrrnisa tions uf 
t he A bwehr were to be abolished and absorbe d into a 
new Mi litarische Amt of t he RSHA, operaling Ji rectly in 
collaboration with the Inte lligence Sections of the Army 
GeneraJ Staff. 

. Meanwrule, with the increasing interest and partici
pation in 'special operations' and the development o f new 
weapons systems by the SS, by the RLM and its experi
mental establishments, centralised control or the ac tivi
ties of the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. was seen to be nec
essary. It was decided that a new formation should he set 
up under the direct control of the OKL, to operate when 
required for the RSHA. This new fo rmation was lo be 
made responsible for development and operational tri
als of a ll ai r weapons systems and for specia l operations 
in the widest sense, under the command of an OKL Staff 
Officer. Oberst iG He inrich H eigl. 

Having survived for nine months after the a ttempted 
assassination of H itler in June 1944, the unhappy C:anaris 
(<m assured patriot although a non-Nazi) and some twenty 
other conspirators \Vere held in custody until Lhe lrtsl rew 
·weeks of (j ermany's defeat, until, early in the morning of 
9 ApriJ 1945. he and five others were hanged with pianu 
wire in Fllissenburg concentration camp, seemingly out 
of spite rather than because their guilt was proven. 

Gehlen 
On 1 Apri l 1942, Oberstlt Reinhard Gehlen \i<v·as ap

pointed Chd dcr Fremde H eeres-Ost (Head or 1--'oreign 
Armies East ) , lhe Intelligence Agency of the OKH, re
sponsib le for gathering and collating information ahout 
the H.ed Arm y.There was also a Fremde lleeres-\Vest but 
much of the information required was obta ined via the 
Abwehr. Despite the date of his appointment, Gehlen was 
no fool and rapidly established an exensive network or 
agenls and informers from the thousands of Soviet pris
oners in German hands. 

For many years after the war, the Soviet Government 
was extremely coy about re leasing details even of Ger
m an spies caught.The familiar Communist technique was 
applied to rewriting history and pretending the Germans 
hacJ ut terly failed to infil trate any spies at all; in the few 
instances vvherc espionage had been attempted the spies 
had heen t:a ughL immediately and 'liq uidated'. A few in
dividual cases were admitted. however. presumably to 
demonstrate the vigilance and efficiency of Soviet coun
ter-espionage. 
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In the spring of l942, in one of the special collecting 
camps set aside for lhose who showed some willingness to 
collaborate, Gehlen·s interrogators spotted a Soviet officer, 
a certain Mishjnskii, who had been a political commissar 
in the army. (This in itself is of interest, as, following the 
'Kommissar Erlass' - 'Commissar D ecree· - issued by 
Hitler in 1-Iarch 1941, it was the general rule to immedi
ately execute all cC!p l.ureu commissars). rollO\'-:ing train
ing and indoctrination, _Mishinskii was a llowed to make an 
heroic 'escape' (Operat ion FLAM rNGO) an<l returned to 
Soviet lines, loaded with valuable information. Needless 
to say, this was all carefully fa bricated but was sufficien tly 
good to ensure Mishinskii's return to favour and re
instatement into a varie ty or HO jobs where be continued 
to supply Geblen with high-grade information. 

Among the many hundreds o f agen ts infiltrated dur
ing these three years were several other deter.mined men . 
One of Gchlen's most resourceful agen ts was 22-year
old Vassili Antonovich Skryabin, a nephew of the Soviet 
Prime Ministe r and Minister for Foreign Affairs. In Au
gust 1941, he defected to German troops and asked for 
political asylum: 

"Agent 's code name: 'Igor'. Has been convinced anti
conrn1w1ist sjncc student days, feeling haired towards Sta
lin because of the execution of his parents in the purges. 
Fully 1-eliable, highly inte lligen t aml energetic; received 
Afu training, speaks some German." 

'Igor' undertook severa l sorties <luring 1943, bringing 
back valuable information from the front and. on two 

occasions. a number of defecting Soviet soldiers. 

Polikov or Tavrin? 
Late in the summer of 1942 HimmJer, Schellenberg 

and Rippentrop d iscussed wi Lh Hi 1 ler lhe practicability 
of undermining Russian resistance by murdering Stalin. 
It appears that, despite the disdain nf some of the lead
ing Nazis, Ribbentrop still had the confidence of his 
Fuhrer when diplomatic matters, particularly those re
lated tu personalities in the Balkan States, became of 
importance. In the case o f a poli I ica I assassina I.ion h is 
opinions were h ighly valued. The RSHA was instructed 
to prepare a p lan for consideration ; iL seems that the first 
proposal was for two Sovie t defectors to be landed near 
Yloscow and, with the collaboratio n of a worker at a cen
tral vehicle depot, to assassinate Stalin by blmving up bis 
car. Kaltenbrunncr put the proposals and requiremenls 
to lvlaj iG R andel.-Semper, Operations Officer (Ia) of KG 
200 (which had been formed in Fehruary 1944 - see page 
68) , a l the beginning of July 1944. According to post-war 
interrogation of this officer, the operation was called 
POLrrov (sic) (This is so close to ·Polikov~ that this 
writer believes that this could well he the source of the 
confusion over the selected Russian agent's name) . 

Several variations on the story have been published; 
events were m uch as described here. On the E aste rn Front 
KG 200 was usually able to carry out its part ohnserliun' 
operations, although their success on the ground was very 
uncertain. In this instance, the operation was dogged by 

misfortune but the landing was successfully made. 



A defected Russian junior office r, captured in May 

1942 an<l known lo the Germans as PoLikov, was assigned 
to the task. H e had informed his captors that he had been 
awarded the On.Jers o f the R ed Banner , Lenin and Alex

ander Nevsky for his service at the front and d isplayed 
these medals ·wilh priue; bul aft er the usual indoctrina

tion he was prepared to go back as a spy under the ZEP

PE LIN program.me. Gehlen singled him out for special
ised training. 

Unuer I he name of Mayor Pietr lvanovich Tavrin and 

accompanied by a woman radio-operator, L eytenant 

Maisdy-Leil L id iya Adamicheva-Shilova, (actually his 

wife), Polikov was to be set down with a Russian M-72 
motorcycle and siuecar by a KG 200 aircraft. The two 

agents would ride to Moscovv and on 25 O ctobe r, the an
niver~ary o f lhe October R evolution, would assassinate 

Stalin and other Soviet leaders with a radio-activated 
bomb concealed in a document case. 

The a ircraft selected by the Stab l./KG 200 as most 

suitable for the o pera tion, because of its capability of 

rapid unloading and of its short landing and take-off runs, 
was one or lh e two prololypes of the twin-engined ver

s ion of the Arado Ar 232 trans port, nickna med 
Taussendfiissfer (mi I lipede) be ca use o[ the multi-wheeled 

undercarriage, a lternatively Tatzehvurrn for the many

clawed serr e nt of Norse mythology. The ajn.:rafl had a 

hydraulic loading/unloading ramp beneath its rear fuse
lage, perfectly suitable ror the rapid dep loyment of the 

motorcycle combina6on. Polikov (for the purpose of this 
operat io n) was given a fa lse wound scar by a German 

plastic surgeon and was impeccably provided with cre
dentials by G e hle n's Fremde Heer Ost. 

In July, Polikov was sent to Riga in readiness for an 

'insert ion' under the command of Lt Paul Goldstein of 

the I ./KG 200. The chosen site was a temporary landing
grnund, a lready known to the pilot uffz Bruno Davids, 
in a forest clearing near Velikiye-Luki, at this time 97 km 
beyond th e fro nt line. \Vhen the order came i l was unex

pected and , like many orders from the RSHA, without 

41: This is the Arado Ar 
232 A in which Lt Poul 
Goldstein force/anded n ear 
Zarehy, Pola11rl, during thr. 
fi rsr atrempt ro land the 
Tavrin/Polikvv team behind 
Soviel lines in July 1 944. 
Nute thut the ain:raji carries 
the flying elephant emblem 
of 7./J:.:rg l'G. ft was soon 
apparent that the twin
enf(ined version of the Ar 
232 was under-powered. 
consequently only 7 7 wi::rr. 
built 

regard Lo the moonlight that Goldstein considered essen

tial. Davids nevertheless found the clearing, but when he 
set Lhe Ar 2321\ (possibly the A-08, W.Nr. 0100010, which 
is known to have served with 2./KG 200) down o n the 

rutted grnunu, the loading/unlo ading ramp jammed. Af

ter several attempts to unload the motorcycle combina
tion, Golustein decided to abandon the operation and, 

when Davids reported the Arado's starboard undercar
riage uamaged , his controller instructed him to return. 

On landing at Zarcby in Poland, the undercarriage col
lapsed and the aircraft slid on ils wing across the airfield . 

The agents were immcdiatc.ly flown back to Riga . 
The plan was not abandoned, simply postponed. A 

repeat was intended. this time with a n A r 2328 fou r

engined version of the 1arzelwurm, (actually the Ar 232B-
05, \V.l\r. 110017, previously coded LS+ER, the n. possi

bly, G6+\.VY) wiLh Ofw Vierus at the controls. The flight 
came under anti-aircraft fire and was damaged during its 
night approach hut was apparen l ly pul uown in a field 

near Karmanovo at 03.00 hrs on 4 September. Nothing 

more was e ver hearu of Lhe crew, although the Russians 

were allegedly arrested at a checkpoint. 
Two explanations were given for lbe unexpected ar

rest of the agents; either Tavrin 's authentic military deco
rations were incorrectly worn or Lhe motorcycle combi

nation was too clean but it may be that the Russians knew 
already frnm prisoners what was planned. 

The Soviet version of the story is d ifferent. It must be 

presumed t hat, from 'appropriate inte rrogations', the 
Soviet authorities knew the purpose of the operatio n but 
the intended assassination is nol me ntioned. According 

to the report , P. I. Tavrin, who had defected in 1942, was 
a rrested with his wife whi le trave lling lo meet a German 

aircraft that would fly them out after two years of espio

nage in the Soviet. Union. Whether or not Tavrin or 

Polikov was the agenfs real name, whether h e was a true 
defector or a dnuhle -agen l unuer Soviet con lrol, the truth 

is unlikely to b e discovered. 
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41 Above: A poor picture 
of Russian origin showing 
the Ar 232B-05 used to 
insert Polikov! Tavrin after it 
crash/anded at Karmanovo, 
south-east of R z hev, on 4 
September 1944. No unit 
markings are visible 

42 Left: One of the most 
important aircraft types 
available to the Vers. Verb. 
Ob.d.L. was rhe Junkers Ju 
90 series. This is the Ju 90V7, 
WNr. 4919, GF+GH, under
going trials in 1941-42 with 
LTS 290. Between 22 April 
1943 and R August 1944 it 
carried the code 14+CH. 
Subsequently it became 
C6+AY with 14./TC 5, 
being destroyed by fire at 
Athens-Tatoi in October 

43: This unusual rear view 
oftheJu 290A-1 (V4), WNr. 
0153, was taken while it was 
in service with 2.Ners. Verb. 
Ob.d.l. as T9+FK in 1943-
44. Although two ring sights 
can be seen, no guns appear 
to be mounted 
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THE KOMMANDOS 
Middle East 

Increasingly, ae rial reconnaissance by the 

Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. was often replaced by the re

quirement to put men 'on the ground' . These demands 

put a considerable strain on the organisation, when the 

intelligence a nd other agencies were all pressing for pri

ority. To divide the 2. Staff el into smalJer formations ap
peared impracticable, for demands varied fro1n one loca

tion to another and meeting those demands was often 

dependent on weather conditions. 

Brand new formations invol ved the re-allocation of 

aircrews and ground staff, the transfer of aircraft and the 

nuisance of providing new Luftwaffe postal numbers. The 

simpler solution adopted was to break down the 2. Staffel 

into outstations or detachments, each dealing with local 

(usua ll y Abwehr) requiren1ents. Each of these 

'Kommandos ' was commanded by a Hauptmann or 

Oberleutnant with the semi-autonomous authority of a 

Staffelkapitan, each with a s1nall staff, several complete 

crews and three or four aircraft, the number depending 

on local circun1stances. For major maintenance or over

haul, aircraft were to be flown back to base workshops. 

There is no record available for the e tting-up of the 
Kommandos, each of which was given a cover-name by 

44 Above: S onderkommando Junck was a unique formation 
despatched solely to assist the Iraqi uprising of May 1941. A small 
number of He 111, Ju 90 and Bf 110 aircraft, all wearing Iraqi 
markings were sent; too late. This shark-mouthed Bf 110 of ZG 76, 
probably at Mosul, was one and was flown by Martin Drewes, later 
a famous night-fighter ace 

the A bwehr, which was hardly ever u ed by the aircrew, 
who knew the relevant airfield by its u ual name. 

The only reference known to the author in British Air 

Ministry records is a brief report from the winter of 1944-

45,Agent Dropping activities of KG 200. The author wrote, 

referring to the operations con tinued when the nan1e of 

the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. was changed (sec page 68): 
"A number of operations in Russia carri ed out by a 

detachment of l.KG 200 based on the Romanian a/d 

of Zilistea. Others were known a Richard Wagner 
concerto units, operating in the Med, were designated 

by names of operas - Tosca Traviata, Rigoletto,Aida, 

Carmen etc; more recently feminine names have been 

used e.g. Olga for a unit in the West, Klara for that at 
Wiener Neustadt." 

Of the 2./Versuchsverband Ob.d.L he recorded: 

"At different tin1es it had used aids at Simferopol (for 

ops in Persia, Iraq and Caucasus) in R omania (for S. 

Ru sia) , at Kalamaki (for Egyp t, Transjordan and 
Morocco), Neustadt (Balka ns) and at Echterdingen 

for (tactical) ops on the Western Front". 

The list of names should be treated with a degree of 

caution for, apart from 'Traviata ' (Lager 1 in Libya), the 

so-called 'Richard Wagner' series appears nowhere in 

other German contemporary documents. The names may 

have been based on the ' memories' of prisoners-of-war. 

In passing, there was no record of a cover-name being 

given to the detachment of the 3.ll<G 200 maritime Staffel 

at Bug in mid-1944. 
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lt is easy lo become confused by the nomenclature 
given to the 'Fronts' of the Red Army: Leningrad, Volkhov, 
North-Wesl, KaJinjn, \Vest (Moscow) , Bryansk, South
\Vest (Stalingrad), South (Kharkov) nnd Caucasus Fronts, 
reading [rum north lo south . Each of these 'Fronts' was 

the equivalent of a German Army Group, the Komm
and.os operating generally within lhe areas of such 
Groups, although there were no firmly set boundaries. 

Below is a provisional list of the Knmmandos of the 
2./Versucbsverband Ob.d.L., under direct operational 
control of the Abwehr during 1943 and 1944: 

Army Group served 
Herresgruppe Nord 
Heeresgruppen Mitte 
&A 
Heeresgruppe Sud 

Heeresgruppen A & E 

Heeresgruppen B & G 

Kommando 
Clara 

Location 
Bug/Riga/Stolp/Hamina 

Maria/Wenzel Krakow/Minsk 
Kommando Sud Wiener-Neustadt/ 

? 
To ska 

Carmen 
Olga 

Balcick 
Zilistea/Simferopol 
Kalamaki/Salonika
Mega 
Bergamo/Parma/lstres 
Stuttgart-Echterdingen/ 
Hildesheim 

The Stab of KG 200 held n number of Junkers Ju 290 
long-range transport aircraft at Finow; these were flown 
briefly to the Kommandos for 'special operations' (par
ticularly in the East) where sabotage groups were to be 

carried to distant countdes. 
Other, smaller, outstations \Vere established and 

brought into operation as required , as at Orly-Villeneuve
le-Roi , Chartres, Aalborg, Stavanger-Sola, Rissala, 
Smolensk and Kharkov. 

The seemingly obsessive secrecy of the Abwehr of
fices (completely effective at operational level) may seem 
unnecessary, especially regarding the cover-names applied 
to the outstations of the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. after 
early drops of agents where security was a little lax. Soon 
the system was closely controlled; the agents, called 
'Vertreue ns-Leute' (trusted people), \vhether male or 
female, were each known by an identification number. 
Until the last few· minutes before a take-off, they were 
accompanied by anAbwehr conducting officer acting al
ways under a nom-de-guerre who, on some occasions, re
mained with his charges during the fl ight. 1be V-Leute 
met the aircrew just before take-off when the observer/ 
navigator was given details of route and location of the 
dropping-zone. 

During the flights, often of several hours' duration, a 
degree of farce sometimes developed. Allied interroga
Lion learns made overmuch of statemen ts by Luftv.·alle 
prisoners-of-war that have been repeated by several writ
ers, giving the false impression that discipline in the air 
often broke down. They told of agents being ' persuaded' 
tu leave the aircraft only by administering large y_trnnli
ties of schnapps by or with the assistance of a des patcher 
who was trained t.o be a 'Herausschmeisser ' (chuck er-out). 
Otherwise operations by Kommando Olga appear gen-
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erally to have been a success; in fact our ignorance of its 
operations is a measure of that success, for failures have 
been recorded in several cases. 

Middle East 
Following Soviet demands to cede territory, late in 

November 1940 Hungary, Romania aml Slovakia joined 
the 'Tripartite Pact' between Germany, Italy and Japan. 
On 18 Decemher Hitler issued his 'Directive No. 18' for 

Operation BARBAROSSA, the long-planned invasion 
of the Soviet Union. For this to succeed he needed to 
ensure that his southern flank was secure so that he could 
move troops through the Balkans. Consequently he be
gan negotiations \Vith the Bulgarian Government, which 
signed the Pact (under duress) in March 1941, fo llowing 
which German. Italinn and Hungarian forces invaded a 
recalcitrant Yugoslavia whose government surrendered 
on 17 April 1941; the rump of that country, Croatjn, nlso 
joined the Axis Powers hy the end of the month. 

The OK\V and the Abwehr retained the iden of cut
ting permanently the British supply route to the Middle 
East. The British Government had long feared that the 
Germans intended an advance through the Balkans and 
Syria to the Middle East. Since the end of the Great War, 
the Brjtish had maintained Treaty Rights to pass troops 
through Iraq into neighbouring Palestine, estnblishing air 
bases at Shaibah, near Basrah, and at Hahbaniyah, near 
Baghdad. On 3 April 1941 the pro-Axis Rasch.id Ali, an 
ex-Prime Minister of Iraq , staged a coup d 'etat and ap
pealed to the Germans for assistance in evicting the Brit
ish from Iraq but no inrn1ediate help was provided; on 
the 6th, the Germans attacked Greece. The Greeks \Vere 
already at war with Italy and British forces we re the re to 
assist in defence of the country. With much of Greece 
quickly overrun by superior forces, at the end of April 
the British evacuated the country and were preparing to 
make a stand in Crete, a possible launching point for a 
German attack on the Suez Canal. ln spite of the mili
tary successes, for simple. logistical reasons Hitler was 
compelled to postpone BARBAROSSA until June. 

Raschid Ali's army laid siege to Habbaniyah on 29 
April and the Luftwaffe began preparing for limited op
erations in Iraq, based onAthens-Tatoi airfield which was 
nut used fur the for thcoming a ttack on Cre te. H einkel 
He 111, Messerscbmitt Bf 110 and Junkers Ju 90 trans
port aircraft in Iraqi markings were flown from Athens 
to Rhodes but, although Luftflotte 4 had nearly 1,000 air
craft in the Balkan countries, only a token force of 24 
combat aircraft was sent to Mosul in northern Iraq, to 
begin bombing attacks on the British forces on 14 May. 

The Aufkl.Gr.(F)/Ob.d.L. played only a small part; 
Knemeyer flew with Pfaff in an H e 111, carrying Oberst 

von Blomberg and companions to Mosul for reconnais
sance of the oilfields at Kirk uk and the llabbaniyah area. 
During one of these flights, von Blomberg was hit by a 
shut from the ground and died before Knemeyer could 
reach Baghdad Airport. 

Raschid A Li's force launched an attack on Habbaniyah 
on 21 May but no additional German intervention took 



place so, when the British lifted the siege o( Habbaniyah 

at the end of the month, Rasch id Ali fled the countrv. 
J 

'While Briti. h forces moved into lra4 lhe Germans at
tacked Crete. After a heavy air bombardment. parachute 
troops were dropped on the four a irfie lds. A I though they 

suffered heavy losses, they managed to capture on ly the 
airfield at Male me, where the Luftwaffe landed reinrun.:e

ments but lost heavily in gliders and transport aircraft. 

The British were forced out o f the island but , in the words 
of the paratroops' commander. Gen-Oberst Kurt Student, 

Crete became " the grave of the German pa ratroops". 
Meanwhile, Knemeyer undertook survey and recon

naissance missi.ons ove r the C rimean cross ings and 

SevastapoJ.flying from Balcick in a Junkers 88 \1Vith a "full
vision" cockpit and BMW 801 engi nes. O nly o ne o( these 

nights across Armenia and Azerbaijan to Baku was suc
cessful. Although Soviet figh te rs occasional ly tried to in
ten:epl, none had superchargers and their performance 

dropped at half the 30,000 ft alt itude of the Ju 88. The 

route was suulhwanJ lo northern Turkey then across to 
the Caspian Sea. Tablik flew with Ruhnke from Ra lcick 

but vv·as lost over Sevastapol. On a few occasions similar 
flights were made from Nikolaevo near P lovdiv in Hul 
garirt and several a ircraft from there \~:ent missing vv·ith

out trace. 

Ry midsummer 1942, Rowehl's requests to the RLM 
and to Rechlin for improved versions of the .Tu 88 h(ld 

brought about modifications to several Ju 88C-7 fighters 

with BM\iV 801D e ngines and the GM 1 nitrous-oxide 
boost system. Knemeyer flew one in July on a test-flight 
over the Baltic in company with a BMW engi neer and 
was enthusiastic ahout its performance, i.e . a speed of 580 

km/h at 9.753 m and a ceiling of 11,000 rn after a slow 

cl imh. One was delivered to Oranienburg in August. 
From Stavanger-Sola, Knemeyer flew a .Tu 88C-7 to 

Scapa .Flow every day for a week, each day approaching 
from a different direction, to obtain photographs of the 
ships or lhe Hume Fl.eel. He wrote: 

''Once I came in above the clouds; Scapa Flow \Vas 
cle(lr and tu the south Northern E ngland was com

pletely covered. First I photographed the Scapa Flow 

roadsteads, then flew some way south and photo
graphed a irfields on the Scottish coast. A little south 
of Aberdeen my flight-engineer,Ali, nudged m e in the 
back and pointed out two fighters. They were climb

ing as a c lose p(lir rrom astern and to port , turning in 

towards us from 2 km away and 300 metres lower. 1 
switched on the first s tage of the GM 1 and let the 

'plane slowly draw away.flying on south to Edinburgh. 
As we rel urned both were still 2 km away under o ur 
'keel' but remained in t ha t position. I then went into 

a gentle left turn. As T crossed lhe coasl south of D un

dee heading east, both fighters were forced to sacri
fice he ight l.n ma tch o ur speed , which had gradually 

increased. 
"When we arrived back at Stavanger, the Staffel
kapitan had been talking to the listening post for en
emy radio traffic on the Norwegian coast. The fight

ers had reported a twin-engined German rcconnais-

sance plane south of Aberdeen on which they had 
closed . Then hoth the German engines had emitted 

smoke from their exhausts: 'The aircraft is increasing 
speed - it is accelerating eastwClrds breaking off 

contact'. They thought the engines were overloaded, 
so stayed behind over the North Sea wai ling ror the 

engines to fail. 
''l then wanted to take this mrtchin e from Stavanger 

to K orthern Scotland and down the English coast, 
along the Trish Sea to Belrast, G lsgow ;md then Liver

pool; this triangle took in all the American convoy 
routes. In good weather over Scapa T could see the 

ships lying on the other side of Britain. One could have 

photographed everyth ing, a ll the way (!Cross. l'\obody 

could fly there from Northern France. for the fighter 
defences were all located in the south. 
"l Lold Rowehl at the time but, as he gave no consid
eration to relative aircraft performance, he thought it 

could be done from Ileauvais. You had to make a long 

approach to achieve height where there were fighter 
defences." 

Among his continual suggestio ns for improving per
formance, however, Oberst RO\:vehl proposed using the 
Ju 88D-6 \11:ith B:t-.HV 801D engines and twin supe rcharg

e rs. Knemeyer concluded: 

"He later sent someone over the Londo n/Thames E s
tuary in a Ju 88, l3MW 801 who was promptly shot 

down so that the 'Tommys' got everything o n GM- I 

high-altitude reconnaissance.'' 
Knemcyer was posted to Kastelli-Pel iados in Crete 

;:ind rur three weeks was attached to the 3.(F)/123 which 
was deficient in experienced pilo ts. There he flew several 

maritime reconnaissance sorties lo the Nile Delta in a Ju 

88D searching for small coastal shippi ng, the usual alti 
tude belovv· 92 m to avoid rndar detect ion . On one occa
s ion he undertook an early morn ing mission to Port Said, 

a long lhe Suez Canal and the Great Bitter Lake to Suez 
Harbour, o ut over the Gulf of Suez and back a lo ng the 

same track to Kaslelli , a round-tr ip of some 1,770 km. ln 
the afternoon he flew again to photograph Port Said and 

th e Canal, A lexandria H arbo ur and sh ipping in the 
r oadste.ads- altogether eight hours in the ai r. Three days 

later, be fo re he returned Lo Ornnienburg. the port engine 
of his Ju 88 gave trouble over Alexandria H arbour at 9,448 
m hut he fl ew westwards towards Tobruk , gradually los

ing height then turned for the 322 km journey over the 

sea to land at Kaslelli on one engine. 
Below him, the pilots of British Spitfi res strove in vain 

to reach 11,430 m for a brief attack. Knemeyer recalled, 

" It was like looking down into an aq uarium and seeing the 
fishes swimming". His phol.os show a large assembly of 

A llied sh ipping, the first ink ling of the attem pt to relieve 
Malta, which ended in disaster for the British when G er

man and Italian aircraft vir tua lly destroyed the convoy. 

T n fvf ay 1942 (I few J u 86P reconnaissance a ircraft were 
de livered to the 2(F)/123 at Kastclli. Their sor ties were 
flown unhindered unti l 24 August when FiO G. Reynolds, 

in a 'stripped-down ' Spitfire. succeeded in inte rcepting 
o ne of the Junkers flown by Hplm Brtuer, commanding 
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the 2.Staffel. His aircraft came down in the sea from where 
he and his observer were rescued hy a floatplane. 

The Abwehr and OK\V remained continually worried 
about the British presence in the Middle East, several 
times proposing action by agents \:rv·ith specialised indus
trial or local knowledge. 

At the end of 1942, Lt G.J. lvfi.Hler of the Abwebr was 
given charge in preparing plans for Operation SHETKH 
MAIIMUT, involving the setting up small bases for fu
ture anti-British operations in Iraq and the subsequent 
Lake-over of oiHields or sabotage of oil installations in 
the Kirkuk region. The destruction by bombing of tel
ephone communications, storage depots, roads and air
fields, as a support for the expected advance into th e 
Caucasus by Heeresgruppe A, were also planned. 

On 15 June 1943, after several changes of plan, Op
erat.ion MAHM UT began when a focke-\Vulf Fw 200C 
of KG 40 left Berlin-Rangsdorf with Hptm Liemann of 
the Versuchsverband Ob.d .L. at the controls. This was the 
first time that the Abwehr had cal1ed upon the 'Special 
Unit' for a major long-distance flight in the Mediterra
nean and the Fw 200 flew on the first leg of a journey to 
Simleropol in the Crimea and, the next day crossed the 
Black Sea and southwards to its dropping zone. As was 
so often the case wilh long-dist ance flights by the 
Vcrsuehsverband and, later, by KG 200, the flight \Vas 
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successful, as was the drop of supplies and medical mate
rials to follow the personnel 

M [ilJer had pre -war connection s wi th Sheikhs 
Mahmoud and Hadji Agha Bassar, leading figures in the 
Kurdish nationalist movemen t which threatened the po
litical stability of the region. Muller set out proposals for 
a small group made up of sections for command, for guer
rilla attacks and ambush. for medical services and care 
and a flying section for liaison with the Army in the Cau
casus. In addition. a small number of guns and adequate 
ammunition \Vould be dropped with gold: 500 sovereigns 
for Mahmoud, 100 sovereigns for Agha Bassar. 

On 23 July 1943, the British Air A ttache was able to 
inform the Turks that a German aircraft had heen re
ported crossing Turkey to reach its operational area, but 
had been intercepted and had given up three German 
officers: '~Taj or' ·Muller and 'Lie utenants' Hoffmann and 

Konieczny. Sometime later it was reported that the three 
had been shot as spies. And so Operation MAII.NlUT 
achieved nothing at all. With a complete All ied victory in 
North Africa , and German forces recoiling from their 
defeat at Kursk, there was little point in the Abwehr pur
suing further operations in the Middle E ast. 

45: Another view of lhe Ju 
90 V7, GF+GH , during 
operational trials in the 
Mediterranean in 1941 -42. 
The rear 'trapokla.ppe ' has 
been lmvered for loading 

46: Unidentified L ujiwajfe 
crewmenihers in front of the 
captured B-17F-90-HO 42-
30146 of the 94th DC. This 
had been lost on 29 July 
1943 and was the secund 
I'ortress to he cap tured 
intact by the Germans. It is 
shown h ere at A thens
Kafanwk; while with !./KG 
200, probab.v Kom m ando 
Tosk a. No te that i t still 
reta ins its US-applied 
camouflage and nose art 



1943 
THE VERSUCHSVERBAND Ob.d.L. 

Mediterranean operations 

By the beginning of 1943 the purpose or Lhe Autkl.Gr/ 
Ob.d.L. had ch;rnged . The 1. Staffel, commanded by 
Rowe hl, had become increasingly involved in the de

velopme nt or high -altitude. high-speed aircraft for re 

connaissance. which it unde rtook as a mall.er of course 
during trials, while the 2. Staffel, under Gartenfeld, was 

employed entirely on missions for the In le lligence serv
ices, the Abwehr and, increasingly, the SD. Fromits pho

tographs target maps for land forces and the I .un waffe were 
prepared. 

In fact, so much of the G ruppe's activity \"v'as no longer 

concerned directly with reconnaissance tha t the unit was 

complete ly transformed. On 1 March 1943, the 4.(F)/ 
Ob.d.L. was re- rurmed at Berlin-Rangsdorf as t he 1. 

'-' 

Staflel of the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. under Rowehl"s 

command, its primary purpose still to conduct operational 
trials of new aircraft types and ' weapons systems'. l ts 

duties thus included sporadic photo-reconnaissance over 
the Mediterranean Sea and the British Isles besides the 
Eastern Front. 

47 Above: Parked in an olivr• gmve near Valencia, this is almusl 
certainly R-17G-10-\IE 42-39969, J'vV-K, oflhe40lst BG, which went 
MIA on 11January 1944. This was the first G-model robe captured 
intact hy thr. l ,uftwaffe. The evidence for ifs identify is circumstanrial, 
however it is clearly an early G -model (note the position of the cheek 
gun j{1iring) and the nose twTN. There are the remains of the lriangle 
marking of the 1st Bornb Division on the .fi'lz, underneath the paint 
th(l{ covered a swastika, and, most importantly, the aircraft was 
officially 'recoverr.d' in 1948 

Through the intere:-.L or Goring and Canaris. Hptm 
Edmund Uartenfeld was appointed to command a 2. 

Staffcl responsible en tirely for clandestine flights. The 
·Gruppe U artenfeld. was stationed at R angsdorr with 

som e 25 three-man crews recruited from company tcst

p iJols and from Lufthansa. 
By midsummer the 2. Versuchsverband. Ob.d.L. had 

been especially involved in dropping sabotage agents and 
d emo lition parties on t he Faslern Front, covering areas 
not only immediately behind the Soviet lines but strate

gic areas as far afield a. the Urals. 
Experiments and trials had continued for the 1.( 1:-.)/ 

Ob.d.L.; ao O/Jerfeldwehel of the Staffel reported on im
p rovements to the Ju 88s: 

"Besides the Ju 88D varian Ls and special conversions, 

some other Ju 88s received a camera compartment and 

an improved engine system. A t D essau several Ju 88C-
7s were b uilt. one of which was hande d over to 

Kommando Roweh I. One crossed Scapa Flow in July 
1942 with an extraordinary performance of 580 k/h 
(about 360 mph) a t 10,000 m.'' 

This was probably one of a series of flights described 

by Siegfried Kncmeycr: 
" K rebs and Schalle r already had one of the Ju 88s with 
BMW 801s, without go ndola or armament an d 

e4uipped with a GM-1 tank, GJvI-1 was a nitrous-ox
ide booster." 

The unidentified Oberfeldwebel referred to above also 
noted: 
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"Our aircraft was powered by two IlMW 801Ds and 
GM-1. Spitfire pilots trying to intercept were unable 
to reach the special reconnaissance Ju 88". 
By late 1942, however, high-altitude versions of the 

Spitfire \Vere beginning lo make an appearance in serv
ice, therefore Rowehl suggested that the Ju 88D-6 with 
BMW 801D together \1..:ith two modern superchargers 
should be further developed. 

On 28 August RowehJ slated lhal al though the com
bination of BM\V 801D and GM-1 of the Ju 88D-6 \Vas 
"unsafe"' (presumably [rom fighter attack) he was confi 
dent that the aircraft 's problems could soon be solved; 
meanwhile a few of the Ju 88s were fitted with Junkers 
Jumo 213 engines \Vith Gtvl-1 injection. Early the fo1low
ing year several Ju 88-Ds with injection systems opera Led 
over the English Midlands, mainly photographing the 
many new airrields under construction for the RAF and 
US Eighth Air Force bomber programme. By July the 
steadily improving British air defences brought a change 
in Rowehl's tactics. Some rebuilt Ju 88A-14s \Vere fitted 
with cameras in the fuselage and flare equipment to per
mit night photo-reconnaissance. 

Behind the many operations of the Gruppen Oh.d.L., 
the workshop engineers worked constantly. Oberst Edgar 
Petersen, who was now in command of all the Luftwaffe 
experimental establishments, \vith headquarters at 
Rechlin, also had teams at the stations at Darmstadt and 
Peenemtinde. The commanding officer at Rechlin was 
Hptm Daser, formerly a lest-pi lot \Vilh Focke-\Vulf, but it 
was at a small unit at Chateaufort, 32 km from Paris, that 
damaged Allied aircraft were recovered and recon
structed under the command of Stabsingenieur Binder, 
with little rderence to Rech lin. The unit usually produc
ing more rapid results. 

Gi:)ring, hm.vever, ever dissatisfied, always wan Led new 
aircraft in production before full test programmes had 
heen completed. He replaced many of the technical ex
perts by operationally experienced officers, but they of
ten lacked the necessary expertise and, in order to curry 
favour with their chief, frequently gave him reports that 
showed de velopment of existing aircraft designs and the 
potential of new aircraft as more advanced than was so. 

Carmen and Toska 
By the autumn of 1943, the Italians had lost their over

seas territories and, as the Allies battled their way slowly 
up the Peninsula and the US 5th A rrny closed on Naples, 
in September the Italian Government was overthrown. 
Mussolini was hidden (in some luxury) in the Gran Sasso 
and a surrender was negotiated on 8 September. This 
brought the Italian Fascists into a simple alliance with 
Germany. A part of the Regia Aeronautica continued to 
oppose the Anglo-American forces as the Aeronautica 
Nazionale Repubblicana (ANR) which handed over some 
aircraft to the Luftwaffe and allowed the Germans to take 
over factory production of others. Among the aircraft 
transferred were numbers of the purposeful Savoia
Marchetti S.M.75 three-motor transports. 

Kommando Sud of the 2.Versuchsverband set up a de-
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tachment called 'Carmen' at 13ergamo-Senate, intending 
it to undertake short-range agent insertions \Vith Ju 88s 
and He 11 ls. In a l I some 400 agenls were recorded as hav
ing been parachuted within a period of six weeks or so. A 
H-J 7 was flown in to carry larger parties than could be 
accommodated in the twin-enghJed aircraft. On a couple 
of oce<-isions aircrew of US 32lsl Bomb Grotip B-25s re
ported seeing this Fortress over southern France and north
ern Italy and (perhaps another) over Greece in Novem
ber 1943. Reports of a "square marking" on the tail are of 
no he lp in identifying the B-17, for 42-30146 and 42-3190, 
both of which operated briefly over the Mediterranean Sea, 
may still have carried the square 'designator' of the US 
4th Bomb Wing on the tail fin; as did 42-39974 later. 

After t.he surrender or the Axis rorces in NorLh A rrica 
the previous May, the OK\\' had little knowledge of the 
huild-up of the Allies armies and could only guess where 
the Allies might be planning to land on the Mediterra
nean coasts o f Europe. The 2./0h.d.L. was required to 

obtain intelligence and established another Kommando 
rrom Hangsdorr al Kalamaki , this time named 'Toska' for 
operations over North Africa, initially for reconnaissance 
tasks, but later those of an offensive nature. 

In comparison with the regularly repeated sorties by 
the aircraft of Kornmando Clara, those by Carmen and 
Toska were varied and individual. 

Two of the Fortresses from the T./KG 200 were flown 
to Kalamaki for operations by KommandoToska in May 
'1944. Ohlt Korn, pilot, with LL Hans Arscheid, observer, 
and a crew of four were ordered to fly one of the B-17s 
carrying a group of agents to be dropped in North Africa 
(OperationANTI-ATLAS). For Korn, the B-17 was a new 
machine of which he had no experience or knowledge. 
He and Arscheid greatly preferred to use the familiar Ju 
290 rather than a captured aircraft. Moreover, that air
craft still carried its US markings, not only the unit desig
nators that were sometimes left alone, but the national 
markings, presumably on the \Ving surfaces. 

Both airmen feared that they would be treated as spies 
if they and the aircraft should fall into enemy hands. 
Preparations for the mission \Vere virtually complete and 
the flyers were content to undertake the operation in a 
Ju 290. They took off at 19.07 hrs on 25 July from 
Kalamaki and crossed the Mediterranean tow·ards the 
Gulf of Sirte where the Abwehr had found there to be a 
gap in the Allied radar cover. 

Another Ahwehr scheme, cover-named 'ETAPPEN
HASE' (Hopping Hare) \Vas for the establishment of 
supply dumps and airstrips along the Algerian-Tunisian 
border, the landing grounds to be used as bases from 
which parachute assault troops, flown in in captured B-
17s, would land and attack Allied airfields in Algeria and 
Morocco, there to capture more aircraft for further op
erations. The scheme for a series of supply dumps echoed 
the 'Etappen' supply network formed during the First 
World War by German agents in neutral ports. 

Konmiando 'Toska' was given the task of preparing 
lhe first landing-grounds in Africa and of set ting up a ra
d io station to be operated by Arab agents trained at 



Rangsdorf. Preliminary reconnaissance by German air
crafl periodically crossing the North African coast would 
certainly be observed by l he chain of Allied radar sta
Lions from Alexandria to Tangier. so it was decided that a 
landing-ground should he prepared in the interior to serve 
as " hase for reconnaissance. It was first intended that a 
Fiescler Fi 156 Storch be towed by a H einkel l le 111 as 
Car as the African coast, then released at low level to fly 
into the desert, but tr ials at Kalamaki w·ere unsatisfac
tory and a lviesserschmitt Bf 108 ("Werk Nr 1670) was sub
stituted for the Storch. 

On 12 November, Oblr Paul Karger tlew an He 111 tow
ing the Bf 108, piloted by the comm;rnder of ''loska · , Obit 
Horst I )Umcke, south-westwards across the Mediterranean. 
Over the Gulf of Si rte the Bf 108 was released to fly on 
while the Heinke! turned away to distractAJLied radar. TI1e 

chosen objective \ivas an emergency Ian Jing-ground by the 
airfield at rl im1el, near El Makarem in Tlmisia, abandoned 
since its use by the Italian Regia Aeronaulica in 1942. 'There 
Dtimcke landed safely and radioed his arrival, but a sup
ply-drop plan for tbe following day was abandoned when 
air-raiJs on Kalamaki damaged tvvo of the supply aircraft. 
No further flight was undertaken until 17 November, by 
which ti me I) Umke and his observer, Lt Kussmal, had used 
up all their water. Karger tlcw a sand-camouflaged H e 
111 , coded T9+NK, across the Mediterranean early in the 
morning but mist hid the Libyan coast ;md, as he was un
able Lo ob lain a 'fix' by radio, Karger landed in the desert. 
After dark, he was able to locate his position by the stars 
as only 30 km CromDOmcke's camp, Lager 1 (cover-named 
'Traviata') in the ·wadi Tamet and flew the H einke! there 
the fol lowing day. On J 9 November, having camouflaged 
the Bf 108, the advance reco1rnaissance parly returned in 
the H e TIT to Alhens{fa loi. 

The Vl//T sta tion at \Vadi Tamet was established in 
prirn itive conditions in November and continued traffic 
with Teska until mid-December when, perhaps because 
Brit ish radio opera I.ors were feared close to locating the 
German station, personnel were withdrawn. 

Several Arabs were training at Rangsdorf, seemingly 
to replace the German person nel, twn of them lo deal 
en ti rely with weather reports. An intelligence assessment 
therefore considered it possible (and tightly) that. the sta
tion \Vas destined f nr activities not restricted to the weather. 

A second w·;r station was set up 16 km from \\/adi 
Tamet with a H e 111 in readiness as a means of escape 
should Lager I be captured. The operation was through
out supplied by air. Lager l was re-opened in January and 
maintained constant conununication with Toska t.o where 
a B-17, probably 42-30146, Dovm and Go!, was trans
porte d on 16 January with an excess of secrecy and at
tempts at camouflage. This <tircraft made one flight to 
Africa with supplies. 

At the end of the ye<tr, a Savoia Marchetti S.M. 75 
and an H einkel H e 111 were used to transport material 
and supplies to the W<tdi Tamet where a defensive dug
out position was prepared. A radio link and a 9092 llr 
petrol dump were set up. In mid-January 1944 a B-17 
(possibly AJ+BB) was flown to join Kommando Toska 

but it made only one rel urn flight to Tunisia. TI1e opera
tion continued and, after a series of local reconnaissance 
flights by the H e 111 and the Bf 108, t\ivo more strips were 
deared,Lager 2 and Lager 3, this last in A lgeria, in prepa
ration for the airfield assaults. 

In January 1944 the reconnaissance flights from the 
Wadi Tamet began again. On landing after one of these 
flights, a propeller blade of the Bf 108 was damaged. The 
aircraft was made serviceable simply by cutting away the 
Lip of Lhe o ther blade and re-varnishing both. To Lager 1 
the Savoia Marchetti S.M. 7S, AT+AZ, brought in fuel and 
equipment but there, during the night of 13 March. radio 
operator Uffz Martin Olhoff reported hearing the sound 
of d istant engines. At da·wn on 14 March the detachme nt 
came under fire from a Bri tish I ,ong Range Desert Group 
force, 100 strong, and the S.M. 75 caught fire. The Ger
mans believed, from the size nf the aUackjng force ,~·ith 
its armoured personnel carriers. that the a ttackers were 
not merely on routine desert patrol hut that I hey had prior 
know ledge of the camp. The four men of the Savoia crew, 
observer Fw Hubert Schultz, Olhoff, air-gunner fleckner 
and mechanic Witte, were taken prisoner. When, a t 16.00 
hrs, the Bf 108 and the He inke! flew in , the ir crews were 
horrified Lo [ind the camp destroyed and the S.M. 75 burnt 
out. They hurriedly refuelled the He 111 from the cache 
of fuel that the British troops had not discovered and. 
after rendering the Bf 108 unserviceahle, I hey boarded 
the H e 111 for the flight back to Greece. 

After a delay of six weeks, Ohll Dilmcke ,,.,·as able to 
pe rsuade Oberst H eigl that sufficient time had elapsed 
since the British discovery of Lager 1 for an a ll.empt Lo 
renew the operation. The Il-17 that had been flown from 
R angsdorf to Athens in mid-January had made only one 
operationaJ flight from Kalamaki, remaining there con
cealed under camouflage netting. On 16 May DUmcke 
flew the B-17 t.o the Wadi Tamet where, h is crew observ
ing no signs of an enemy presence, he landed. While the 
engi nes were still running the aircraft came under small
arms fire and the aircraft was hit in many p laces, but 
Dtimcke, although wounded in the hip, was able to take 
off and head for the coast. The damage lo the aircraft 
·was such that he j us! failed to reach the southern tip of 
Greece and ditched the B-17 offsh ore in the Ray of 
Kalamata. There it sank and the crew struggled to the 
shore without loss; Uffz Gunter H arlos. the on ly serious 
casualty, was admilled Lo hospital with a thigh inj ury. 

On 21 June a B-17G.42-39969, possibly coded A3+JB, 
based at Kalamaki, captained by Lt Wolfgang Pohl and a 
crew of three left for a mission (ANTI-ATLAS) from the 
outstation at Tstres-le-Tube, to set down a Foreign Le
gionnaire, an Arab and several SS-agents in Arab dress, 
under the supervision of (I n Abwehr officer, cover-named 
Lt ' Wimmer'. This was one of the Fortresses whose op
erational range had heen ext.ended by fitting internal fuel 
tanks on a stout timber framework within the fuselage. 
The course was to lake I hem along the Prench coast, down 
the eastern coast of Spain and across the Mediterranean 
somewhat cast of Gibra ltar. An unexpected problem 
arose soon after the B-17 had left Marseille on 26 June, 
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for the pumps for the extra tanks had been wrongly in
stalled, and Pohl was Jorced Io a barn.ion lbe mission. He 
diverted to Valencia's military airfield. T1rnre, the Abwehr 
'conducting officer' and his charges were spiriled away, 
while the crew destroyed their orders and flight plan. 

The German Air i\LLache soon arrived on Lhe scene, 
alerted by Spanish security officers who provided a guard 
to isolate the ain:ralL and lighlly 'camouflaged· it with 
tree branches to conceal its markings. If this was to pre
venL the Western Allies knowing that the Spaniards some
times provided services for the Luftwaffe, there was little 
point in the exercise, which was an open secrel, but de
struction of the flight plan was essential. 

There followed a queslion as lo whether or nol the 
Fortress still bore US markings. Gen Karl Koller of the 
OKL, on being told of the forced-landing, appears to have 
treated the matter lightly - compared with continuing 
losses of thousands of men on the Eastern Front, the loss 

of one aircraft, no matter how useful, for 'special 

44 

operations'. must have seemed unimportant. He issued 
an instruction for the aircraft 's markings to be obliter
ated if they were other than the German national insig
nia which could be left alone. No matter what they were, 
in fact the markings were painted o ut and, consequently, 
there is no certain record of the B-17's identity, although 
the only knovm photograph (see page 41) shows what 
appears to be the remnants of an 8th Air Force 1st Bomb 
Division triangle marking on the fin*. The crew \Vere given 
false identity papers and were returned a fortnight later 
to Germany with other LuftwafJe personnel in the guise 
of members of a football team. The Fortress was im
pounded by the Spanish authorities and remained at Va
lencia, a\vaiting some decision about its disposal. 

*The only early B-l 7G (note position of cheek gun) fitting char de
scription and a:hich was lost .from the isl BD early enough to have 
been laken over by !he Lujhvafje was 42-39969 o.f1he 401BG, 614B!:i; 
which wem MIA over the Pas de Calais on 74 .Tanuary 7944. It wa.~ 
officially recorded as being "recovered" in 1948. 

48: Trials with an He 
I 7 7 rmving an Fi 7 56 and Bf 
108, similar in style to that 
shown here with a Go 242. 
were a necessary part of the 
preparations for the 
A bwehr operation named 
'Hopping Hare' which was 
to he r:arried out hy 
Kmnmando Toska. On the 

actual operation, the towed 
aircraft was a Rf l 08, flown 
by Horst Diirnke, the CO of 
Tnska. Damke had earlier 
been a.pilot with Wekusta2.I 
Oh.d.L. and had ditched in 
the A.tlanti.c fimn where he 
and his crew had been 
eventually rescued hy a 
French fishing vessel and an 
ASR Breguet Bizerce f lying 
boat of Seenotstaffel 1 

49: 'J.he sand-coloured He 
lllll-16, T9+NK, of Obit 
Paul Karger and his crew, 
seen on the morning of 17 
Novem!u~r 7943. They had 
{anded in the desert some 
30km from / ,agn 7, 
Diirnke's desert base, on 
account of fog in a mission 
to rescue Diimke and his 
observer who had run out of 
water (see page 43) 



50: /\nmherviewofT9+NK 
in rhe Libyan deserl near 
1l1mel, some 30km from the 
tempnrary base code
named ''l'raviata' 

SI: There is some 
uncercaimy over the identity 
of the Savoia -l\forch etti 
S.M. 75 used hy To'ika. 
l,o rhar Sieber's logbuuk 
idenli}les it asAI+AZ, (D
i\fi\ 7?) c/n 32060. ltalian 
sources; however associate 
ti-vo milirary serials, /\4 M 
60539 and 60540, wilh that 
number. Both aircrafr were 
ve1y similar in spec~fi.cation. 
Al+AZ is seen here at 
Lager 7 ('Traviata'j shortly 
before it was deslruyed by 
British groundforr.es on. 14 
March 1944 

S2: /\ major item in the 
equipment of the G erman 
special forces was the D FS 
230 glider, an example of 
which from LLG 1 is seen 
here in ri·ance in summer 
1944. It is believed rhi'i i'i one 
of the aircraft which landed 
KG 200 ground forces in the 
op eration against the Frend1 
Resistance on the Vercors 
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SPECIAL WEAPONS AND SPECIAL FORCES 
Enter Otto Skorzeny 

Throughout 1943 the OK\V, OKL and OKM \Vere each 
experimenting with new 'weapons systems' that required 
not only development, but. Lhe training of personnel t.o 
operate them. All were intended to be used for some spec
tacular blow agains t. a major A llied large!., but there seems 
to have been a lack of co-ordination between the several 
planning Learns or a lack of interest at headquarters level 

which slowed development and trials. 
One of Lhe few· officers who had some authority tn 

speed up matters and to propose operations employing 
the new systems was 01.lo Skorzeny, described as "one or 
Hitler's most successful irregular soldiers." After a brief 
period in the Luftwa ffe and at the headquarters of the 
\Vaffen-SS in Berlin he \Vas taken ill and was invaJided 
o ul of I.he service in December 1942. His talents, how
ever, were put to good use when appoin ted in April 1943 
to expand the Oranien burg Lehr-Versuchsverhand, a tac

tical training unit of commandos r eporting direct to 
Obersturmbann/iihrer vValter Schellenberg, head of the 
RSHA. It has been supposed that Skorzeny was deliber
a te ly chosen hy the OKW to sabotage the setting-up of 
another SS 'special formation' , but he took advantage and 
formed another ' commando' school for sabotage agents 
at Friedenthal near Berlin. This 'Special Formation ' must 
not be con (used with the SS-E insatzgruppe n, the execu
tion squads operating on the Eastern Front. 

Five weeks afte r the establishment of Skorzcny 's 
Versuchsverband, the SS was a lerted to the possibility of 
Marshal Petain and his Vichy Government decamping 
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to .101n the Fren ch administration in North Africa, so 
Skorzeny immediately allocated SS and Police Battalions 
to prevent any such flight. These troops remai ned in po
sition until December 1943. Petain and his puppet gov
emmen t moved to 'safety' at Sigmaringen in Southern 
Germany in August 1944. Meanwhile, Skorzeny achieved 
prominence after being instructed to obtain the release 
of the Italian Duce, Benito .1\1.ussolini , held captive by the 
Ttalian Governme nt after its capitulation and new co
operation with the \Vestern Allies on 3 September. Hav
ing discovered that Mussolini was held at the Albe rgo 
Campo Imperatore on the Gran Sasso Plateau, east of 
Aquila, on 12 September Skorzeny led a party of 18 men 
from his Versuchsverband and 72 from I\tlaj Mohr's 1. Lehr 
Bataillnn of Luftwaffe paratroops, flown in nine DPS 230 
gliders for Operation E ICHE (Oak Tree) to re lease M us
solini and transport him to Germany. The feat dismayed 
the Allies and irritated the Luftwaffe whose men had car
ried out most of the planning, but encouraged the prepa
ration of plans by the Luftwaffe l.o employ small airborne 
forces for special operations. Skorzeny was promoted to 
Stunnban.nfiihrer; his dose association wilh Hiller, which 

5.1 Above: Gran Sa.~· 1·(), 7 2 September 1943. G uarded by a L uftwaffe 
paratrooper in tropical uniform, the two-seater Pi 156 piloted by 
Hptm Gerlach prepares to fly lvlussolini (and Otto Skorzeny) away 
from the mountain-top prison. The take-off it~e(f H'as n m H'ithma 
incident when the overloaded ain.:rajl barely slaggered inlo lhe air 
over a cliff edge hf~fnre gaining.flying speed. Unfortunately n o details 
o.f the acl ual aircraft used in the rescue are known 



be exaggerated, later allowed him to use Hitler's mime 
to advance h is plans. 

One of Skorzeny's tasks during the summer o f 1943 
had been to consider an attack, cover-named ULM, on 
Soviet. industrial plants in the Crals. The scheme was re

considered during the aulurnn when llimmler decided 
Lha l lhe 'Friedenthal Special Force' might carry nut Cln 

attack on the :Vlagnilngmsk steelworks. but Skorzeny did 

nol have the resources to carry out the plan. In fact a 

seven-man ZEPPELIN l.e <1m with this cover name was 

dropped in the Urals in June 1944. None returned. 
One of the specia l Luftwa fCe Fallschirmjager 

(parn lroop) units was formed at D edclstorf, 64 km north 

of Braunschweig in October 1943 under the command of 

Maj Hans Jungwirth. a veteran of the Tunisian campaign. 
The new formation, i ncnrpora ting survivors of parachute 
units 1 hat had suffered heavily in battle, was given the 
cover-name 'Transportkolonne XI-Osl · and was intended 

to e mploy 'special weapons'. The terms Fallschirmjager 

and Fallschirm t ru ppe n were bo lh used for airborne 
troops, whet.her tra ined to be dropped by parachute or 

put down by assault gl ider. The uni t moved to [ lildesbeim 
and from Lhere about ] 00 men, under the command of 
Obit Friedrich Schafer, we re immediately transported to 

Piitnitz on the Hallie Coast to begin training under naval 
supervision. 

Afler the ltalian capitulation, a number of pro-Fas

cist officers of the Ital ian Navy, which had successfully 
used exp losive motor boats (barchini esplosivi) in the 
Mediterranean offered their services to the Kriegsmarine. 

These 'hrothe rs in arms· (Waffenbrudern) were to train 
the fallschirmjagcr and more of Skorzeny's Special For

mation in the operation of Linse explosive-carrying mo

tor boats. Their expertise was used in the uevelopment of 
a one-m{ln , h.igh-speed , twin-hulled vessel for 'Kommando 
K', namely the Kleinkampfm ittel-Verba nd (Midget Weap
ons Uni t) o f the Kriegsmarine. This 'Schlitten' - :sledge' 

catamaran with 1,200 kg of Trial en explosive fitted be

tween the twi n hulls. was to be carried by 'Wasser-Gos', 
Gotha Go 242C cargo-gliders mod ified with p laning bot

toms and flotation bags, so that the vessel could be 
launched into the sea fairly near a shipping target. The 

weapons system was known as the Koch-Gerat, devised 
by Maj Adolf Koch. It was o ptimistically slat.ell I.bat the 

'driver' could leap overboard before the device hit its 
targe t. 

111e Sch lilten was tested at TravemUnde and towing 

trials of the modified \Vasse r-Gos were begun, first with 

He 111 tugs, I.hen with the He 111 Z-1 Zwilling (twin) 
glider-tugs remaining of those that had partly equipped 
the Grossraum-LastensegJer-Gruppe (Bulk Cargo Glider 
Wing). 

In November the Luftwaffe Operations Staff had 

made provisional plans for the te mporary withJ r awal of 

a ir uni ts in the E<tsl, (then being used for practical opera
tions piecemeal), for mass attacks o n the Soviet electric 
power industry. Skor1eny was, of course, called upon for 
hi s views, having been considering a plan whereby explo

sive cba rges p laced hy s;;i bot. age agents cou ld be remotely 

set off by aircraft-borne radio, in the even t o ( Allied in
vasion. 

On 28 February 1944, Obit Karl-Heim. I ,;mge vv«ts or
dered to meet Oberst H eigl at Berlin-Gatow and in

s tructed to review the proposal for the ope ra tion against 

power stations and s torage dams in Russia . H e igl gave 
lhe plan the cover-name JOSEPH and said "work through 

the night. and set out what you think ... " It was proposed 
that by destroying the dams and wnrh at Yaroslavl, 
Uglich and Rybinsk, two-thirds of the power supply to 

the !v1oscow area could be wiped out, bring ing the vari 
ous factories to a slop. For the storage dams, two \Vasser
Gos could be provided, \~ith the certa in Jo, s of their pi

lo ts. 

Karl-Heinz Lange was a pre-war gl ider pi lot o f great. 
experie nce. He flew une of the ten Df<"S 230 assault glid

ers in the attack on Fort Eben Emacl which began Hitler's 
assault in the \Vest on 10May1940. Later he was involved 
in a plan to take the Corinth Canal, an operation that 

was abandoned, and survived I.he experience of landing 

an assault glider on Ylaleme airfield unde r heavy ground 
fire during Operation MERCUR (Mercury), the invasion 

o[ Crete on 20 Mav 1941. In Crete, where the Luftwaffe's 
airborne force, XI. Fliegerkorps, suffered 30 per cent casu
a lt ies and lost more than 150 Ju 52/3 transport aircraft, 

the situation was saved on ly by the destruction of weak 

Hrilish naval forces and the subsequent landing o f troops 
from the sea. After this ue bade, llitler discounted the 

use of parachutists and glider troops for majo r operations. 
The Luftwaffe made great. use of gliders, either the 

sma 11 assault glider or the large Gotha 242 transport 

glider. Not only were t ransport uni Ls e4uipped with such 
re latively inexpensive but ve rsatile aircraft, but many 

Gruppen of the Luftwaffe induued Go 242s for general 

transport purposes, even as mobile workshops, as a mat
ter of course. This meant the training (simple compared 
wi Lh I.ha t of a fighter or bomber pilot) of a large pool of 

well-qualified pilots. 
After the campaign in Crete in May 1941 , the several 

glider uni ts that had been formed were used p rimarily in 
Cl supply and logistic role on the Eastern Front. From Janu
ary to May 1942, they ferr ied in rood and ammunition to 

the Army Group sunounded in the Kholm and Demyansk 
pocke ts. This operation resulted in heavy losses of air

craft and glider pilots as did a major operation in 1943 to 
ship mater ial and evacuate \Nounded from lhe Kuban 

bridgehead and the Army was forced to withdraw. 
Similarly, the glide r units suff ere<l over the Mediter

ranean where interruption of a glider-tow by British or 
American aircr aft meant a lmost certa in destruction, for 
the glider-tugs invariably released the glider in an attempt 

to escape. 
Seeing the continued loss of trained me n and of Go 

242 gliders, Lange rea lised that Lhe A I lies' growing 

strength in mate rials and manpower made defeat fo r 
Germany inevitable. He considered that his country's situ
ation could be saved only if Allied losses in the \Vest could 

be raised to the unlikely proportion of 6 to 1 against Ger
man losses. Such a ra tio, he surmised, could perhaps be 
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attained only by the deliberate self-sacriCice (Selbslopf er) 

of completely comm itted men who could each destroy 
some major A llied target or instal lation , such as a major 

warship, which \vould entail great loss of life. In the pool 
of glider pilots were many who ha d abandoned all hope 

of survival; they were canvassed by Lange who saw a pos
sibili ty of making his ideas a reality. AL I.he same I ime he 

set out a series of parameters for a suggested weapon, a 
simply-constructed manned glider-bomb that could he 

launched from a 'parent' carrier aircraft and would have 
such speed and accuracy that it could not he shot down 

by defending fighters nor by anti-aircraft gunfire. Through 

h is pre-war acquaintance wilh the Ftihrer's he roine, 

FluRkapitiin Hanna Reitsch, Lange made approaches to 
the OKL to ensure that. his ideas were given close atten 

tion. 
Lange sufficiently impressed the OKL that he was 

transferred to the newly-formed 'Transportkolonne X l 

Osr al Hildesheim am.I on 3 February 1944 the forma
tion of a :sclbstopfcr~ unit was authorised, despite some 

opposition al. OKL. Lange was ohsessed with the urgency 

of the situation and had already begun enrolling volun
teers, some 120 men who showed inte rest and belief in 
his plans. This 'Kommando Lange' had, for the present , 
no a ircrart but Ffahichl and the fast SLUmmeLhahicht sail

planes were soon offered for training. Lange and llptm 
Jungw·irtb were I.old tha t that Transportkolonne XI-Ost 

was soon to be incorporated as an important pa rt of an
o I her special form ation, as th e II. Gruppc of a 

Kampfge schwader 200 under command of Oberst 
Heinrich Heigl of the RUvl. 

The administration of the Autkl./Ob.d.L. was divided 

according lo I he quite different purposes of the Staffcln. 
Intelligence derived from the testing and trials of cap
tured A lli ed aircra rt and their components had no rel
evance to the secret air reconnaissance and delivery of 
sabotage and intelligence agents into enemy territory on 

behalf of the A bwehr. So, in the midst of internal argu
ment I.he organisation was comp1ctely changed, and KG 

200 formed, having already aircraft and the crews to fly 
I.hem. 

In January 1944, Obit Lange had each of his 'SO' men 
volunteers sign a ve ry carefully worded declaration on 

enrolment : 
" Tc:h m elde mich hier mit freiwillig zum Einsatz mit 

der von Obit Lange vorgeshlagenen Gleitbombc. Jch bin 
mir daruher klw~ das der Einsatz mit meinem Tod enden 
wird". 

Translated, this meant: "/hereby voluntarily apply for 
rhe operation of the glide-bomb p roposed by Obll I .ange. 
It is clear to me that the operation will end in my death''. 

This precise word ing would allow the volun leers lo with

draw if they were required to fly any machine other than 

the specially developed aircraft envisaged by Lange or 
to be compelled to take part in an operation that did not 
meet Lange·s strict requirements. 

Oberst H e igl su bmitted the requirem en ts for the 

'Totaleinsa tz' - 'Total Commi lmeol' (as it is hesl trans

la ted) - to the OKL on 1 March 1944 and it became 
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evident that the Kommodore of the new KG 200 was 

opposed to the concept, yet basic training of the ' SC>" 

men went ahead. Hanna R citsch was kept in touch with 
events. Iler opinion of Heigl was poor, believing I.bat he 

was a career Staff Office r, unwilling to be supportive of 
any scheme that might be disliked by his superiors al OKL 

and the RLM. Nevertheless. Heigl astutely recognised 
Lange's imagination and obsessive enthusiasm and fu lly 

inte nded that they be put to good purpose, seeking his 
opinions on such proposed schem es as JOSEPH (or, in 
Skorzcny's terms, Operation GERTRAUD). 

lt is surprising tha t the Selbslopfer plans should be 
put in doubt by superior officers \Vho had been brought 

up in the G erman 'classical ' tradition. As children they 

had undoubtedly believed that the story of Leonidas, King 
of Sparta, who sacrificed his own lire ;:md those o r his 300-
strong royal guard in order to hold back the enormous 
invading Persian army al I he Hattie or Thermopylae in 

480 BC, thereby saving his people, was worthy of admira

tion. ln modern times, however, it seems his act was not 

to be emulated. A number of very senior German offic
ers committed suicide through shame o f the ir fai I ures, yet 
some of these men could have changed the course of the 
war had Lhey thought to assassinate Hitler, whom they 

detested, before taking their own Jives. ¥/hen the attempt 

of 20 July al Raslenberg so nearly succeeded, some sen
ior officers of the \Vebrmacht accepted the news without 

making any careful assessmen t or events an d conse
quently wer e destroyed in \vays that they most feared, at 

Lhe hands o( men who had deve loped torture almost to a 

religious rite. The success of killing the Fuhrer could have 
been foUowed by 'sel r-sacrifice' of the highest order with

out such agonies. 
Instead, it seems I.he will ingness o r Lange's 'SO' men 

of 4./KG 200 and men from Skorzeny's Versuchsverband 
was regarded as an aberratio n from the military code of 

those who (literally) ' had the courage of their convictions'. 
Despite the general use of the te rm ·Leonidas Staffe1' for 

Lange's unit. in this instance the OKL failed (as did the 
USAAF reporting of ii. some two years later) to distin

guish be tween 'Sclbstaufopferung' and'Selbstmord' (be
tween selr-sacrifice and suicide). 

Throughout the autumn and winter of 1943-1944, 
Hitler's faith (and tha t of the OKW. for he had taken per

sonal command of the Armed Forces) was firmly p laced 
in the ove rwh el min g use of the Fiesele r Fi 103 

Vergcltigung-Eins (the retaliatory ·weapon, V-1) into 

whose developm en t much had been appl ied. TI1e pro
granm1e (cover-named 'K irschkern' - 'Cherry Stone') , 

however, was in disarray. A date for the beginning of the 
V-1 attack on Southe rn England w·as provisionally set for 
15 December, hut production was far behind schedule.A 

hundred FieseJer Fi 103s were to have been completed in 

August and a tota l or \000 of the rilotless a ircraft prom
ised by this launching date but, in fact, only about 100 of 

the flyin g bombs were p roduced each month until the 
end of the year. Plans to use the weapon against the ports 
and cities of Southe rn E ngland were very attractive to 

the OKW and to the Luftwaffe which would discharge 



the weapon; that apart, the V-1, at fi rst ca lled ' Maikafer· 

or Maybug when i t was proposed to begin operations in 
~'lay 1944, could be mass-produced at minirrrn l cost by 
expendable slave-labour. 

Lange knew of the V-1 progranune but was unim
pressed by the partia l destruction of English towns and 

the likely consequent damage to the ·w este rn Allies' mo

rale, fo r the V-1 could nol deliver the degree of damage 
- the 6 to l rntio - t hat he believed essential to bring 
the A llies to at least consider an armistice in the \Vest. 
The uther weapons systems under develo pment, each 

having a potentially high loss rate, remained lower in 

H itler's order of priorities. Nevertheless, a ltho ugh the 
'Koch-Gerat' programme !',l.agnaled , development of an
other weapon, the 'Beethoven-Ge.rat ', continued, albeit 

more slowly than could have been the.case if the OKL 
had shown more enthusiasm. In all. some 130 of this I al

ter v.-·eapon re-named 'Mistel' (Mistletoe - see page 92) 
were buil t allhough they failed to meet Lange's crite r ia, 
while in contrast a total of more than 30,000 V-ls were 

eventually available. 

Skorzcny had outlined p lans, among others, for a ttacks 
by agents on the Allied ~1iddle East supply route to the 

USSR . For Operation FRANZ, Skorzeny was jnvolved 
(for t he first time) with the Aufkl.(F)/Ob.d.L. to drop a 
sabotage party south-cast ofTeheran under tbe direction 

o f Dr Graefe of the RSHA Section VI. From later dis

cussions with Skorzeny, Lange gained the impression that 
Himm ler in tended to control his ovvn SS a ir force, just as 

he bad command of the Waffen SS, an army which worked 
in conjunction with the OKH but whose oath of loyalty 
was to Hitler, no t to the Fa therland. Opera lion f'RANZ 

had heen in planning by t h e Abwehr s ince 1942. 

Knemeyer flew a D o 215 of the 3.(.F)/ Ob.d.L. from 
Kastelli on several occasions over North Africa and from 

Rhodes over the Canal Zone and the Middle East as pre
liminary reconnaissance. 

The Ab\vehr plan was to obtain the complicity of 

Kurdish dissiden ts to raise parties of Kurdish saboteurs 
to act against the o il install ations around Kirkuk and 

Su limaniyeh in lraqui Kurdistan and against British lines 
of communication and supply, whjlst. German Army 

Group A advanced into the Caucasus. 
OK\¥ was convinced, despite inte lligence from the 

Abwehr, that the Hritish Army in Egypt was supplied by 
sea only from the West African ports. Over-sure of the 
effectiveness of the sea blockade, they were misled about 

the q uantity of supplies passing northwards by land and 

sea from Lhe Cape. The OKW believed tha t all material 
for Egypt was carried across Africa and, correctly, that 

aircraft for t he Middle East took a simila r route. A 
'.13randenburg' unit of 6litc troops was given the task of 

locating the trans-Africa road, a journey across the Sa

hara Desert of 3,000 m.iles from Chad in French Equato

rial Africa .The troops would wear British uniforms, travel 
in British vehicles as if a Long-Range Desert Uroup,and 

even be supported for tactical reconnaissance by a cap
tured Spitfire . The column set out in Jun e 1942 but 

Rommel's Panzerarmee Afrika was by then involved in 

battle at Alam cl Haifa and the Brandenburger·s largely 

negative intelligence was no longer of great value or in
terest. But the idea of disrupting Al lied rear areas re
mained an attractive concept to the Abwehr, even after 

the defeat at El Alamein in October, re-appearing later 
as a rathe r different plan called ETAPPENHASE 

('Hopping Hare ' ) as related earlier. 

By January 1943, the Uerman drive to the south-cast 
had been halted by a Red Army counter-offensive bu t 
the Abwehr con Lin ued to plan the arming of the Kurds to 

al lack the southern Allied supply route to the Soviet 
U nion and to set up bases fur fur ther operations. Some 

men of Skorzeny's special formations might have been 
used, but it is more likely that the troops for FRANZ 
would again have been 'Brandenburgers' trained in win

ter mountain-warfare conditions. 

J\t the beginn.ing of 1944, the Operations Sta-ff or Lhe 
Luftwaffe seriously considered plans for using the Koch
Gerii t for an a ir attack on one of the Allies' naval bases, 

Gibraltar or (preferably) Scapa Flow, anchorage of the 
13ritjsh I l ome Fleet. Had Lange been fully aware of these 

plaus they would surely have gladdened his heart for, al

l.hough his proposed glide-bomb was not ready for ac
tion, here could be the npporlunily for a strike to cause 
maximum Allied losses for a re la tively small self-sacri

fice by the Luftwaffe. 
There was no doubt that British cap ital sh ips would 

be used to provide enormous gunnery barrages to pro

tect the launching of the expected 'Second Front' in West
ern Europe. The re would be au enormous, almost unbear
a hie blow to British morale - the only problem stil l to 
be solved was the provision of a SelbsLopfer weapon 

which would not be easily destroyed by air or anti-air

craft defences when flown by the inexperienced SO men. 

No thought was given to the possibility of surv ival or the 
pilot; it \vould he essential that each weapon was flown 
by only one man to avoid any distracti.on o r change or 

mind by a crewman. 
At OKL the re seems to have been so me uncertain ty 

about which weapons system would be most satisfactory: 

only Lange's as yet incomplete glide-bomb met the crite
ria for immediate success, for there could be no second 
chance if the operation failed. Probably for this reason 
Lange 's original concept was given the full support of 

Hanna Reil.sch. 
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54 Ahove: "\Vaffen-SS Ohersturrnhannfiihrer Otto Skorzeny poses 
with a dour-looking ,'VJ usso/ini shorJ!y before his deparlure from Jhe 
Gran Sasso. Skorzeny wears Luftwaffe tropical uniform ·with 
H auptma1m s insignia 

56 Below: Major Hans Jungwirth. Gruppenkommandeur of Stab 
ll./KG 200 between 21 February and 71 July 7944. He later 

distinguished himse~f in the ground fighting against Jhe Allied 
airhome forces after the landings at i\mhem 
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55 ,c1bove: O berst Heinrich Heigl, the firsl Kommodore of KG 200 
in a fonnal portrait probably taken in early 1944 

57 Below: The highly-decorated commander of l (l l)./l< G 200 .. Tlptm 
Friedrich Schiife1; who led the unit be1ween 21 February-8June1944 



THE SPOILS OF WAR 
US bombers in Luftwaffe service 

The [irsl lloeing B-17 'Flying Fortresses' of tbe 
USAAF stationed in England were <tssigned to three 
heavy Bombardment Groups, the Bomb Group being the 
basic operational tactical homber formation. E arly For
t resses ( H-17E, the 'offensive Fortress') of the Vlll 
Bomber Command were soon joined hy the improved B-
17F. Their operations began in August 1942 with a series 
of attacks on U-boat pens and harhour installa tions in 
France and a few mids on Germany. 

TI1c Technical Staff of t he LurL waffe were greatly in
terested in lhe developments made in the sequence of B
l 7Fs a t Modification Centers in the 1Jnitet.I S tales and of 
the changes to the aircraft's armament. Although Ameri
can losses mounted, the Germans were unable lo assess 
pe rformance, but they were able to build up a sizeable 
reserve of Wright Cyclone engines and H amillon-Stand
ard propellers. J\ British spokesman for the Air Ministry 
warned " .. . that the flower of America 's regular Army Air 
Force is not squandered on a type of operation that ex-

58 A bove: Major l'.gon Mayer, Kommodore of JG 2, puses un the 
win~ of B-17F-35-DL42-3190ofthe 94th Bomh Croup,33lst Romb 
Squadron, which he hrnught down near Evreux in France on 14 
.l11ly 7943. USAAF Captain Kee H. Harrison and his crew escaped 
injury, but were captured and spent the rest o.f ihe war in Sralag XV!JB. 
Allegedly named 'Mr Five by Five' (not visible un plwtugraphs) the 
aircraft. was recovered a::, the second B -17 to enter Luftwaffe servir.e_ 
It may have later carried the KG 200 code A3- BB 

perience would judge unwise." The VIII Bomber Com
mand. however, was determi ned to develop defensive 
t.aclics by which formations of Fortresses could use their 
concentrated fire-power tn prnl.ed I.hem from fighter at
tack. 

Of the growing number nf B ritish and American air
craft brought down, few were landed without serious 
airframe damage. Usually if a Fortress made a 'wbeels
up· landing, the ventral ball-turret and its heavy internal 
supporting structure were forced upwards, breaking or 
distorting the fuselage beyond repair. The Germans were 
first able to make a full examination nr a H-17F after 41-
24585 Wulfe-Hound (an P-27-BO - note a lso the 'c' in 
Wulfe) of the 303rd Bomb Group landed almost in lacl a l 
Leeuwarden in Priesland on 12 December 1942. A fter a 
few checks, the aircraft was flown to the E -Stelle-2 at 
Rechlin where repairs \Vere made, and it was refin ished 
beneath in RLM 27 Yellow, the standard for cap lured ma
chines, with national mar kings and th e 
Stammkennzeichcn DL+XC. 

Captured aircraft and relevant aviat ion equipment 
initially came under the control o f the Director of Tech
nica l Tntelligence on Feldmarschall Milch's Staff, Oberst
Ingenieur Dietrich Sch\venke. T n 1940 he hHd established 
a t R e chhn a ' lle ute' - Booty - Testing Station, 
Erprobungsstelle 2, which, now with several associa led 
experimental sta tions, was under the conunand of Oberst 
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Edgar Peterson. British and American heavy bombers 
were of particular interest to the Luftwaffe authorities 
who had permit t.ed I.he design, then abandonment, of 
heavy bombers but at that time had for comparison only 
four-engined Fw 200, Ju 90 and Ju 290 aircraft, developed 
from civil types. 

After a period of evaluation Wulfe-llound was dem
onstrated at training and fighter stations in Germany, the 
Low Countries and France duTing the summer or 1943, 
for attack training. Schwenke piloted the aircraft and 
found that it. flew " ... ex traordin arily easily. You can talk 
normally in the cockpit with the co-pilot." Compared with 
the older RAF Il-17C Fortress l, it. was reported that: the 
B-17F had an additional 1,500 lb of armour. This and the 
resistance of the Fortresses to long bursts o[ fire from 
German fighters led to an air-amrnment conference dis
cussing the tactics for shooting down bombers. The care
fu l examinations at Rechlin were summarised by 
Schwenke: "Here is a presentation that T have had made 
on the various installations of the (fuel) tanks in the six 
four-engined models that are present in England and the 
USA, and in a Russian." 

Several diagrams of Alli ed bombers indicated where 
the fuel tanks were positioned so that German fighter 
pilots would know where Lo aim. l\1ilch p icked this up; 
looking at a diagram he asked: "Where are the tanks ? 
Here you can say, in the four-engined aeroplanes bet ween 
the two motors. Only the Liberator has nothing there". 

Ile also asked what ammunition would pierce the B-
17s annour plate. "\Vhat are the calibres", he persisted, 
"will 2 centimetres punch through? Not always, but 2 cen
timetres is pretty good. Three centimetres seems to me 
to be always more substantial... When we have enough 
armour plates, we have them shot at jn Rechlin - ·v...re'll 
get the original armour pla tes from the Tommies and from 
the Americans." 

DL-1 XC was consetp1en lly marked with tapes to show 
the areas of greatest vulnerability to cannon-fire and, fol
lowing trials and experiments at. DeeJen in June 1943, 
German fighter tactics \Vere changed so that attacks would 
be made from directly ahead ol Lhe bomber, instead o[ 
the 'traditional' approach from the flank and below. In 
time, YIU Bomber Command re4uired modifications, in
cluding additional nose guns in new and already opera
tional aircraft for increased defensive Jire-power. 

A US Interpretation Report recorded the presence 
of a B-17 at Rechlin on 21 April and a first sighting in Lhe 
a ir was on 11 May, by B-17 crews some 20 miles off 
St.Nazaire, then again over lhe Channel coast on 11 , 25 
and 28June1943; this was almost certainly Wulfe-Hound, 
but more enemy-flown B-17s were soon to appear as 
lightly-damaged aircraft were repaired. There was as yet 
no suspicion of the Portresses landing for other reasons 
than engine or airframe damage but later, when bomber 
crews found that their defensive formations were of Litt.le 
deterrence to German fighters and that they were to face 
almost certain death, the situation changed. 

On 4 October, a 2nd Lt Lakin reported , " Capt 
Helstrom's ship was last seen as the Group formation 
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dispersed Lo go down through the undercast on the route 
back. The ship peeled off in a normal manner and seemed 
under perfect control." Whether the B-17 was deliber
ately flown back towards the French coast to surrender 
or because of instrument failure has never bee n made 
clear. Nothing was heard of the crew untiJ reports were 
received from the French that Capt Helstrom and all his 
crew were taken prisoners ,~·hen the aircraft crash-Landed. 

The loss of B-17F-1 11-BO, 42-30604, Badger Beauty 

V of the 350th BS, lOOth BG, was the subject of inquiry 
by the Adjutant General's Office into February 1944 but 
seemingly no report was published. 

Over northern Germany, numbers of B-17s dropped 
out of formation with relatively light damage and beaded 
for the Baltic coast and neutral S\veden. ¥/hen they left 
the relative safety of their formations, German fighter 
pilots often left them to make a slow descent, knowing 
they had no hope of reaching their E nglish bases. So, 
slightly damaged B-17Fs were refurbished, partly re
painted and passed on to the Yersuchsverband Ob.d .L. 
(later to KCJ 200). 

The few sightings by Fortress crews caused some con
cern at Eighth Air Force headquarters where the cnemy
flown B-17s were thought to present a serious threat; far 
more was made of these events than could be sustained. 
yet American Intelligence feared devious new tactics by 
the Luftwaffe. In fact some of the enemy flights were by 
aircraft moving from one airfield to another, and close 
approaches almost certainly from Luftwaffe bravado, not 
from any particular tactical ploy. 

It was feared that the Luftwaffe Fortresses, bv , 
'infiltrating' the bomber formations, would attack them 
'vith rockets or other weapons. The resume to a report 
by HQ Eighth Air Force summarised the dangers: " ... a 
rocket simi1ar to the Panzerfaust at short range \Vould 
almost certainly cripple a bomber." Air-lo-air bombing 
was mentioned with little conviction but 'intrusion' and 
breaking-up of the defensive pattern was taken seriously 
- so seriously that VITI Bomber Command required the 
application of a 'marking of the day', usually applied to 
the fuselage in re movable paint as a 'safe' means of iden
tification at close range. A further suggestion was lha t 
the enemy aircraft could be 'monitoring' (whatever that 
might be) radio communication, but it.is unlikely lhal the 
Germans gained much from radio chatter among the 
American aircraft. Crews were notorious for such Lalk 
on bnmhing missions and there is no doubt that vulner
ability was somewhat increased if information was given 
about targets or route changes. An ex-RAF pilot has told 
the author that he and his fellows, under radio 'black
out' as fighter-escort to US bombers, were greatly sur
prised at the constant conversations between the bomb
ers over enemy territory. 

The Luftwaffe lacked large-capacity long-range trans
port aircraft, despite the early development of the Fw 200 
and the Ju 90 four-engined transports. This may have been 
partly due to the OKL fo reseeing no need for transport 
over great distances while the Luftwaffe was still Lied lo 

the Army for control, and partly due to its widespread 



use of transport gliders. TI1e Western Allies, quite f ort.ui
tously, had an enormous pooJ of twin-engined C-47 Da
kotas for transport of bulky loads and numbers of men. 
The C-47 could not be matcheu by the older, slow Ju 52, 
frequen lly used as a glider-tug for relatively short-range 
flights. 111e only Ge rman long-range multi-engined air
craft was Lhe Ile 177 Greif bomber which suffered many 
technical problems with ils coupled engines. 

The big Junkers transports were the most useful [or 
the delivery and quick turn-around so often needed on 
the Eastern Front.A 'Trapoklappe' hydraulic loading plat
form and ramp in the rear fuselage supported the air
craft, as required , with the fuselage floor horizontal and 
was large enough to allow vehicles lo be driven or \\-i nched 
up <tnu down. Such a facility \11,1as, of course, quite impos
sible to provide in the Fortress whose principal access/ 
exit was the rear fu selage door, ideally positioned for se
quential static-line parachute drops or men or of rela
tively small items of supplies: explosives, ammunition and 
the Like. Consequently, the Versuchsverband and KG 200 
were parUy e(1uipped with modified He 111 aircraft for 
static-11ne parachute drops as were the less suitable Ju 88 
and Ju 188, (presumabl.y with passenger batches in the 
gondolas) but each had limited internal space. This prob
lem was ingeniously overcome at a la ter date by the in
vention by an Obit Paulus of his 'Personen-Abwurf 
Geraf. 

To vVulfe-Hound three more R-17s were added in 1943: 
B-17F-85-130,42-30048 (Lt D. Wheat,544 BS/384 BG) 

Flak Dancer, forced- landed near Laon on 26 June and 
re-marked SJ+K Y. 

B-17F-35-DL, 42-3190 (Capt K. H arrison, 33313S/94 
BG) Mr Five by Five on 14 July, and 

B-17F-90-BO, 42-30146 (Lt T. Palmer, 33313S/94 BG, 
Do wn und Go) l wo weeks later. 

So far as is known, these aircraft re tained their US 
Basic Camouflage and it was their finishes that were first 
of interest to the author. \Vho then con tinued research 
into the operations of lhese aircraft of KG 200. Accord
ing to several writers, the captured Forlres.'es were known 
as Dornier Do 200 (a non-existent type). So said Pete r 
Stahl in his book KG 200 - The True Story (Jane's, Lon
don, 1981 ), but D avid Kahn in Hitler's Spies (Hodder & 
Stoughton, London. 1978)rcfers to their cnver-name as 
Do 288 - a possib le error in typing? Whether the 
i\.bwehr, with its almost paranoid desire for secrecy, called 
the Fortresses by some false number is not known; cer
tainly KG 200 aircrews always 1narkcd their logbooks 'B-
17' and the aircra rt was so described in the monthly Or
der of Battle of KG 200. A draft Air Minislry Report of 
early 1945 also referred lo 'Do 200' but it is almost ccr-
1 ain that the source \11i·as an interrogation of a prisoner
of-war who stated th<tl the Fortresses at Echterdingcn 
were never known by any other na me than D o 200; his 
evidence was comple te nonsense. 

Distant sightings of unidentified B-17s continued; on 
1 December a 'strange' (sic) aircraft was seen over the 
Channel bearing tail-fin markings of a square and D 
above identification letter B. The square marking was 

that of the 3rd Bomb Division, as carried by B-17F-111-
BO 42-30604 Hadger Beauty V. That aircraft's individual 
tail code letter was, however, 'T', and althnugh cap lured , 
it had been too severe ly damaged by fire on the ground 
for it to have been the aircraft in question. Badger Reauty 
V was take n to Orly, near Paris, for repair but was never 
rebuilt and when recaptured in 1944 st ill lacked a fuse
lage forward nf Lhe wing leading edge. The aircraft was 
later preserved in Boeing's Museum. Mea mvhile. Wulfe
Hound was handeu over l.o the Versucbsverband Ob.d.L. 
on 19 September 1943. 

Sightings of·strange' aircraft continued for some time. 
On 1 December 1943, a B-24 joined a formation of the 
US 44th Bomb Group (also flying B-24s) over the Chan
nel but turned away towards Holland when 12 to 15 miles 
from the coast. Th is H-24 was reported as bearing the 
Group letter 'D ' of the 392nd Bomb Group (which diJ 
no t fly its first operational mission until 9 December) and 
cal l le tter '13 '. All too often these 'strange' aircraft \.Vere 
merely straggle rs t ryi ng to regain lhe relative safety of a 
friendly formation. 

Whether upon transfer lo the Yers.Verb.Ob.d.L. the 
l'irsl. B-l 7s were allocated to the 1. Staff el for 'operational 
trials', or directly to 2. Starf e l (the 'Gruppe Gartenfeld' ) 
to be employed o n cla ndestine operatio ns by the 
Kommandos, is not clear, hut they were very soon in op
era lional use by Kommando Olga. More captured B-1 7s 
were issued by the E-Stelle Rechlin during the latter half 
of 1943. Another, B-17G-1-VE, 42-39759, Pickle Drop
per, of the 390th BG, captured at the very dose of the 
year, was taken to Chateaufon but never flew for the 
Luftwaffe. 

The B-17s were very quickly put into service with the 
2./Versucbsverhand - nn rare occasions over the East
e rn Front, but generaJJy in the South a nd \.Vest (by 
Kommandos Toska, Ca rmen and Olga) for, at dusk or 
dawn, their distinctive outline might provide some pro
tection from fighters at a distance. T n Sep I ember ,Ameri
can aircrews reported enemy-flown B-17s trailing the ir 
unescorted formations during raids on llologna, 2 Sep
tember, and Yiterbo on 5 September. Perhaps the same 
Fortress was that seen hearing a 's4uare marking' on the tail 
over Marseille-lstres le Tube on 16 November or after a for
mation bombedAthens-Eleusis airfield two days later fol
lowing as far as Aigino before turning away to the north. 

On 9 April1944. B-'J 7G-1 0-VE 42-39974 of Lhe 731BS/ 
452RG, flown by 2nd Lt Roener. broke away from for
mation and headed for Sweden while relurning from a 
raid on Warnemi.inde. A young Danish eye-witness, J.M. 
Larsen, related: 

"On that Jay in April 1944 I was standing on the first 
tloor of my parents' house at Holte. T heard a noise 
from the engin e of a heavy aircraft , looked out of an 
open skylight and shoute d to my fa lher, ' fl ying 
Fortress! ' - one could not be mistaken by its profile. 
The Flying Fortress was between Vejlesa and Fureso 
(lakes) on a norlherly heading. It then turned to a 
westerly h eading and it reappeared in the d irection of 
Vaerloese. 
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''Then I heard en&rine noise Irom a German fighter 
and a salvo was fired, presumably 20 mm, subsequently 
1 didn"t see the aircraft airborne again. 
"I borrowed a bicycle and drove towards Vaerloese. 
When 1 got over the hjJl al the 'soldier 's path ' near 
Soendcrsoe (lake) I suddenly entered a taxiway newly 
made by the Germans and followed it almost lo Hringe 
but couldn't sec any big aircraft on the field . 
"l drove back arnJ passed two farmhouses o n my right 
and on my left I had the big yellow building which at 
thal t.ime served as depot for equipment . .lust west of 

this building there was inside of the fence a steep slope 
towards the grass field itseH - and here a B-17 was 
parked with its tail towards the fence and its nose to
wards the Iield.Apparenlly the aircraft was unharmed 
apart from a missing hatch on top of the body about 
amidships and from a flat port main wheel. 
"' I recorded the letters of identification and seriaJ 
number uf the aircraft on the back of a matchbox 
which I unfortunately later Jost. 
"J\I that Lime I was a li ttle involved in the underground 
activities and it was my intention that a report on the 
landing via the illegal mail service should have reached 
the American Embassy in Stockholm b ut this I didn't 
manage to get done as Ton another occasion was ar
rested by Gestapo on the 10th of May and kept in
terned until lhe 5th of May 1945." 
A member of the Danish Resistance took a similar 

route and took a very indistinct p hotograph of the B-17 
before it was moved away from the airfield perimeter. 
Temporary repairs were soon put in hand and the air
craft was flown to Rechlin. from where it was allocated 
lo the LL/KG 200 a few weeks later. 

Concern at HQ Eighth Air Force that B-17s were lost 
when they appeared to have suffered no great damage, 
and were ]anded seemingly intact, would probably have 
been a lleviated had they k nown more of the cjrcum
stanees. For instance, Lt Pounds, the pilo t of fl -17G-15-
D L,43-37827, Wally 's Wheels, of the 422nd Bomb Squad
ron, 305th BG, over Berlin on 5 December 1944, radioed 
lo bis [ormation commander that one engine was put out 
by flak and because of excessive demand for power, two 
o thers went out of commission. He reported that his crew 
would bail out but they remained with the plane because 
one was wou nded. Pounds landed safely without further 
damage but tragedy struck soon afterwards. While the 
crew were awaiting transport to an interrogation centre, 
the radio-operator, T/Sgt Robert Phillips, was acciden
tally shot by a German guard trying to assert his author
ity by waving his gun in the aircrew's faces. Phjlhps died 
soon afterwards. The aircraft was subsequently recovered 
with the fuselage centre section destroyed, possibly by 
the Germans themselves, at Weimar/Kollcda in May 1945. 

A Fortress given the KG 200 unit code 'i\3 Inn' has 
heen something of a mystery. It had a varied career with 
the 2. Staff el. According to a prisoner cap tured al the Wadi 
Tam e t, this aircraft flew (possibly from Bergamo) with 
supplies for Lager land returned undamaged to France. 

The logbook of von Pechmann listed the aircraft as a 
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B-17G and it appears that its crew believed it to be so 
when it was shot down by the J\llies in March 1945. i\n 

Allied investigating team confirmed what remained of 
the wrecked aircraft as a ll-17G. Germao records at the 
f mperial \Var Museum Library. in London, however, give 
its Werk Nummer as 42-3097 which would identify ii as a 

Douglas-built B-17F-25-DL. Thjs was serving with the 
549th Bomb Squadron , 385th Bomb Group. and named 
The Ground Hog when it was sho t down by flak on 30 
December 1943 and crashed at Fresnicourt. A great 
number of modifications were made to B-17s in produc
tion and in service, but most Lha l were visible externa lly 
concerned additions to nose armament. The only obvi
ous distinguishing featu re of the J3-17G series was the 
addition of a ·chin' turret beneath the nose. 

As a matler of passing in terest, at R.echlin on 16 June 
1944, the test pilot Hans-Werne r Lerche flew a B-17 tow
ing a DFS 230 glider. 

The Luftwaffe also operated a small number of B-24 
Liberators, the firs t oI which tu be captured was B-24H-
5-DT 41-28641 of the 732BS/453BG (2nd Lt J.R. Turner) 
which landed with a badly wounded crew member after 
attacking the airfield at Meslay in France on 5 February 
1944, on lhe firsl operationa l mission by the Group. The 
aircraft was eventually taken on charge by KG 200 as 
A3+Kn and employed on transport duties, including, ac
cording to witnesses. a single flight to Rhodes-Gadurra. 
It was recovered in May 1945 at Salzburg. 

Another B-24 was Sunshine.a B-24H-5-FO (42-52106) 
of lhe 719Lh Homb Squadron, 449th Bomb Group, Fif
teenth Air Force. 

On 29 March 1944, t.he 449th Bomb Group, based at 
Grottaglie, Italy. received the order for a maximum ef
fort mission against the marshall ing yards at Bolzana, 
close to the Italian-Austrian border. The marshalling yard 
had been targeted because it was an important part of 
the German supply route over the Brenner Pass into Italy. 
The maximum effort order meant that all aircraft would 
fly, including Sunshine. The war-weary B-24H had begun 
its career with the 7161.h Squadron , hul was now attached 
to the 719th Squadron. Sunshine was flown by 2nd Lt 
GiffordT. Hemphill. An earlier mission had been aborted 
due to engine failure so the ground crew worked through
out the night to repair the e ngine with parts salvaged from 
other more severely damaged Liberators. By dawn the 
engine was repaired and the Liberator was ready for the 
mission against Bolzano. At 08.21 hrs on 29 March 1944 
Sunshine loo k off on what would he its final flight in 
American hands. The nose-gunne r, S/Sgt Orel M.I larper, 
later recalled: 

"En route to the targe t we saw a squadron of 
Messerschmitt Bf 109s off to our right. V.le tightened 
the formation to maximise our mutual firepower and 
braced our selves for the ir attack. For some unknown 
reason, the fighters chose not to attack. We pressed 
on towards Bolzano but before reaching the target our 
aircraft 's defective engine once again malfunctioned 
and had to be feathered. With only three good engines 
we began to lose speed and altitude. We were unable 



to keep up with the formation and knew we would be 
easy prey for enemy fighters. Fighters waited for a 
formation to break up, then singled out and brought 
down the straggle rs. We were now a straggler. 
' 'Our replaceme nt navigator, Samuel Guttenberg, was 
[lying his Jirst mission with us that day and hastily plot
ted a course to the nearest point of safely - Switzer
land. We salvoed our load of five 1,000 pound bombs 
onto the side of a barren mountain, and hoped for the 
best. 
" \Ve scanned the sky for enemy fighters, but saw none. 
We continued to lose altitude and the lower we flew, 
the more inhospitable and ominous the mountains 
below us became. \Ve continued our course toward 
Switzerland and just when \ve thought we would make 
it a burst of flak, possibly from Venegono, damaged a 
second engine causing the B-24 Lo begin losing alti
tude rapidly. 
"There was an excited exchange over the in tercom and 
a hrier moment of indecision whether to ju1np or stay 
with the bomber. The navigator shouted l.o the pilot 
that we were about two minutes from Switzerland. \Ve 
decided to stay with the Liberator while the pilot tried 
to stre tch our rapid descent enough to cross the bor
der into Switzerland and safety. \Ve sighted an air
field we thought was across the border and p repared 
for an emergency land ing." 
' I 'he aircraft made a hard landing at Venegono airfield 

near Varese, only three minutes flying time from Lhe safety 
of l .ocarno-Magadino airstrip in southern Switzerland. 

The Italians and Germans at Venegono discovered 
that t he Liherntor was basically undamaged. With tv .. ·o 
replacement engines and some minor repai rs to lhe I.ail 
section, Sunshine would be completely airworthy. A 
Luftwaffe Ficsclcr 156 brought in t\~·o test p ilots wi lh .13-
24 experience l.o Venegono who would ferry o ut the Lib
erator once repairs were completed . Bal ken kreuze were 
painted on Sunshine, replacing the American national 
insignia and a large white theatre identification band was 
added to the fuselage. 

" \Ve were immediately taken to a small huilding, 
s tripped of o ur clothing and given a two-piece burlap 
garment to wear. The Italian officers in charge of us 
had called the Germans and we were taken outside 
and made to stand in a field under guard until the Nazis 
arrived. Before long they came, put us in an open Army 
truck and transported us through downtown Mi lano 
(Milan) LO the city's jail. The following morning we 
\i,:ere again transported some d istance to another town 
and annther jail. After several days of solitary, our 
clothes were finally returned to us and we were put 
aboard a Junkers .Tu-52 and flown to Venegono where 
we saw Sunshine again - for the last time. 
'At the airfie ld \Ne were lined up against t he Liberator 
and, while German motion picture cameras filmed us, 
were Lnld to show the Uerman people that we were 
happily coming over to their side. The film was of al l 
ten of the crew walking toward the front of the aircraft 
as though we had just landed and deplaned. I made 

the Germans unhappy by giving the ·v for Victory' hand 
signal and was warned not to do it again." 
After the filming the c re\.v was transferred lo lhe 

Luftwaffe lnlerrogation Centre at Oberursel and finally 
to Stalag Luft 1. A few days after the propaganda film 
was finished , two Luftwaffe pilots flew the B-24 via 
Mi.inchen-Riem to Rechlin. After a short evaluation pe
riod, Sunshine was transferred to the Erprobungsstelle 
der Luftwaffe, Ausscnstelle \Ve rneuchen, the radio and 
radar research centre. 

One B-24 survived io Luftwaffe service for just a few 
days. B-24H-15-FO 42-52627 of the 453rd Bomb Group. 
735th Bomb Squadron. flown by Lt \Villiam Banias, was 
damaged by Ciak during a raid against Mtinchen on 12 
July 1944, and tried to escape to Switzerland, hut landed 
in error a l Reguisheim, some 20 krns short of their desti
nation. The crew became prisoners and the Luftwaffe set 
to work to restore Lhe I ,iberntur lo airworthy cond ition. 
Several days later, fully repaired and wearing German 
markings, the aircraft was aJmosl ready for take-off when 
a flight of US P-38 Lightnings appeared and strafed the 
bomber setting il on fire. 11 was a total .loss. 

Allied photo-reconnaissance aircraft were of particu
lar interest to the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L.A single Spit
fire PR Nlk.XI, MB945, and a Lockheed F-5E Lightning 
were flown by the E-Sle l le, then by lhe 2. and 3. Staffeln 
of the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. Both were marked with 
the unit code 'T9' for 'opera tional trials'. Tbe Spitfire 
had been flown by Lt Franklyn van \Van of the US 14th 
PRS/7th PRG, when he was posted MlA on 1March 1944. 
Ile apparently became disoriented above clouds, made a 
good landing o n an airfield near Aschersleben and \Vas 
made prisoner. His aircraft gained the code T9+BB. 

Only two Lockheed T ,ightnings are known to have 
served with the Luftwaffe. Oddly. each has a unique claim 
to fame. One, a P-18G, which carried the Luftwaffe code 
T9 1-XB, remains unidentified , but may be the the aircraft 
from the US 14th FG,Twe lft h Air Force, which landed in 
error on Sicily on 12 July 1943. It was used, carrying Ital
ian markings, by a n Ttalian p ilnt, a Col 'J(mdi, to shoot 
down at least one USAAF B-17 on 11August1943. Al
legedly the inferior Tlalian fuel soon caused the engines to 
seize, but this could have been overcome by the Luftwaffe. 

The other Lightning, a hrand-new F-SE,44-23725, was 
purloined by 2nd Lt Martin J. Monti in Pomigliano where 
it was in the care of the 354th Air Service Squadron. !v1onli 
used it to defect to the Germans (the only USAAF fighter 
pilot ever to do so) on 13 Octnher 1944, landing at Mi
lan-Lon ate airfield at 15.00 hours. The aircraft was en
tirely undamaged. Twelve days la ter, we<1ring yellow un
dersides and Luftwaffe insignia, it \'V'as delivered to Ger
many. Soon afterwards it "vas incorporated into t he 2./ 
Versuch sverband Ob.d .L. , (the Z irkus R osarius) as 
T9+MK. Both the a ircraft a nd its original p ilo t were re
captured in May 1945, (at Schongau, Germany and Mi
lan, Italy, respectively). Monti was later court-martialled 
and served a long prison sentence. 
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59: The first Flying fo r
tress to be captured by the 
Lu.f11vajje in usable condi
tion was this B-77F-27-B0, 
41 -2 4585, of the 3U3rd 
Bomb Group, 360th Bomh 
Squadron., which was 
brought down on 12 De
cember 1942 n ear Leeu
warden, Holland, during a 

raid on Rouen. U Paul F. 
Flickinger and h is crew 
were all captured. fl is evi
den; rhat one of the fi.rst 
actions by the Germans 
was w hreak tlw nose con e 
in order to gain aCl'ess w 
the l 1lorden homhsight 

60: This view of the port 
side nose artwork of 
Wulfe-TTound shmvs rhe 
actual spelling of the narne 
which is usually recorded 
wron;;fy. Coded PU-B at 
!he lime of its capmre, the 
aircraft was allocated the 
Luftwaffe S tammkenn
zeichen D L + XC. Follow

ing repairs it was senl on 
an extensive tour of 
f,uftwa.ffe fighter units to 

demons/rate 10 lhe pilots 
what they were up against 

6 1: Curious l .uftivaffe on
lookers gather round 
\Vulfe-Hound during one 
of many visits to Luftwaffe 
bases. The propeller blades 
have now acquired some 
highly unusual safety 
stripes 



62: In this view of Wulfe
Hound it can be seen that 
although German insignia 
and the Stam.mkenn
zeichen DL+XC has been 
applied, the aircraft has re
winerl its US camouflage 
of Olive Drab 41 and .Me
di11m Green 42 blotch es. 
'J'he vulnerable inb oard 
wing fud tanks have been 
outlined in white tape for 
the benefit of Luftwaffe 
fighter pilots. Later aircraft 
had o utbuard 'Tokyo' fuel 
tanks. The car is a r.o11 ver1-
ible Wanderer W24 

63: Another view of 41-
24585, taken in mid-1943 at 
Wittmundhafen, ·with the 
locations of the outboard 
engine oil ranks marked 
nut. fr would be interesting 
IU know why warning 
stripes were painted on the 
p ropeller blades by ihe 
Germans v,:hen they were 
so conspicuously absent on 
their home-produced air
craft 

64: ;\ lso at Wittm.undhafe11. 
t/1 is view oI the tail of 
Wulfe-T-Toun d clearly 
shOH'S that nwsl u)' the 
original US markings and 
camouflage were retained 
wirh only necessary mldi
tions to identify the aircmft 
as n 'friendly'. The remains 
of the individual call LP:ttN 

· R' ronain just visible on 
the }'in. A i;:aist-gun is still 
in position. Note how the 
Olive Drab pain/ has faded 
on the rudder lea ving thr 
Medium Green blotches 
lvuking much darker hy 
rnntrasr 
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65: Wulfe-Tlound was the 
objecl of rnuch interest 10 

the Luftwaffe w; this and 
tlw next fi ve pictures 
clearly show. Here a star
board side view 

66: Also at l\littm1 tndhafen, 
ground crew f ound the 
T'nrtress radir:ally different 
to any1hing 1n the 
Luftwaffe inventory 

67: This close view of rhe 
tail o f Wulfc -Hou11 cl 
clearly shows rhc i'vf cdiw n 
Green blotches on the trail
ing edges in the distinctive 
unit-applied spidery style 
of the 303rd HG 



68: This w1-na111ed B-17G-
25-D L , 42-38017. went 
MIA after receiving com
bat damage during a mis
sion to Berlin on 3 March 
1944. Jn this view taken 
soon aft er Lt John Gossage 
and his crew of the 100Lh 
Bomb Croup, 349th Bomb 
Squadron, force/anded at 
Schie wig, the base of NJG 
3, the port outer engine na
celle can clearly be seen to 
be covered in oil. The later 
identity of XR-0 with KG 
200 i open to conjecture 
but may ha ve b een the 
m ysterio us 'A 3+BB · 

69: B -17 F- 85- BO 42-
30048, Flak D ancer, of the 
384th BG, 54./.th BS, came 
down with Lt Wheat and 
his c rew n ear La o n , 
France, on 26 June 7943. lt 
is seen here in Luftwaffe 
markings. It was allocated 
th e Stammkenn ze ich en 
Sf +KY, blfl it is not known 
for certain whether it even
wally went to KG 200. It 
almost certainly did as sev
eral unit code carried by 
B-/ 7s of tha t unit are 
known but which aircraft 
carried them is not 

70: Flak Dancer after ac
quisition by the Luftwaffe, 
is typical in retaining most 
of its original US markings 
and fini h es, except for the 
call sign SU-K 
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70: A view of B -17/7 42-
3190 of the 94th BG, 33lsl 
BS ajier being brought 
down in a French 11,Jwat 
field by Egon Mayer of.JG 
2on14 .Tuly 1943. fl is dear 
that the propellers were still 
turning as the aircraft 
landed, but lateral control 
mus/ have been almost 
non-existent after the rud
d er was so cornprehen
sively shredded 

71: T11is view of the tail unit 
of 42-3190 clearly shows 
the extensive damage LO lhe 
control surfaces. H'hile this 
ohviously caused severe 
problems for the pilut, the 
damage was relarively easy 
to repair and the aircraft 
was soon in service with 
KG200 

72: R-17 42-3190 undergo
ing prelirninary examina
tion hy Luftwaffe special
ists. There appears to be an 
open parachute on the 
ground. The star on a disc 
nalional niarking and yel
low code letters r.arried ar 
this early period of the war 
by US bombers in Europe 
are r.foarly visible 



73 Above: An armed guard 
standing on th e wreck of 
B-1 7F 42-3 190 watches a 
Fieseler Storch demon
strating its ability to land 
almost anywhere. N o te the 
op en hatch which housed 
a dinghy 

74 Right: M o re vehicles 
carry ing technical staff and 
sightseers arrive n ear 42-
31 90. The ph otog rapher 
was therefirsr but he failed 
to record rhe name Mr Five 
by Five allegedly carried 
by the aircrafr 

75: 9 O ctober 1943 and B-
17F-JOO-B042-30336, Miss 
Nona]ee II, sits in a 
m eado w a t Varde, D en 
mark. M echanical pro b 
lems forced this 385th BG, 
548th BS aircraf t down 
during a mission to Ank
lam . The pilot, / st Lt 
Glyndon B ell, evaded, the 
res t of rh e crew became 
POWs. So o n afrerwards 
the aircraft wa f lown, on 
three engines, to Rech/in by 
Hans-We rne r Lerche. 
There it received the cap
ru red aircraft cod e 7+8. 
Fo llowing numero us trials 
and affiliation visits to 
Luftwaffe units it was 
passed on to KG 200 on 28 
August 1944. lt was lost on 
4 April 1945 
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76: A dose-up view of the 
nam.e artwork on R-.l 7F 
42-30336 soon after ii was 
captured in Denmark. 
Note the strengthened nose 
cone to resist blast damage 
from the nev.:ly-introdu.ced 

'cheek' guns 

77: Miss Non 11 lee TT after 
acquiring Luftwaffe insig
nia, rhc Rech/in test code 
7+8 and a yellow ji1selage 
band. Luftwaffe records 
indicate that she was even
tually lost on 4 April 1945 
in w1known circumstances 

while with I/KG 200. No 
KG 200 personnel losses 
are recorded then so the 
aircraft may have been de
stroyed on the ground or 
simply scrapped 

78: This picture, taken se
cretly hy a m ember of the 
Danish R esislance, shows B-
17G-5-VE 42-39974 of the 
452nd BG, 73.lst BS after it 
force/anded at \/aerlosc on 
9 April 1944. 2nd Lt Roen.er 
and his crew all became 
prisoners of ww: lt was later 
assigned to IL/KG 200 



79: Lost on 30 December 
1943, B-17G -l - VE 42-
39759 Pick le Dropper of 
the 3 90th Bomh Gro up, 
57l st B omb Squadro n , 
was found abandoned in a 

wrecked Fren ch hangar at 
Chateaufort in September 
1944, n i 11 e m 011 th s I a le r. 
The picture suggests that 
the aircraft wa n ever re
turned to flying condition 

80: The first B-24 to be 
captured intact hy the Axis 
forces was this desert-cam
ouflaged B-24D-1-CO, 47-
23659 of th e 98rh BG, 
343rd BS, which landed in 
error in Sicily on 20 Feb
ruary 1943. Named Blonde 
Bombe r II, after testing by 
the Italians, the aircraft was 
d eli vered to R ech/in in 
.lune. As far as is known it 
n ever entered service with 
KG200 

81: This picture serving as 
a backdrop fo r a m ember 
of the Italian RST air force 
shows rhe tail markings of 
42-52106 soon ajier its cap
ture. As can be seen, the air
craft was already fairly 
war-weary 

J -
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82: After losinp; two engines 

during a mission to Bulzanu 
in Northern Italy on 29 
]\!larch 1944, this B-24H-5-
FO, 42-52106, Sunshine. of 
the 449th BG, 719th BS, 
force-funded al Venegonu, 
;u.st short of the Swiss bor

del'. Ajler several days of in
terrogation, the cre1 .. v were 
obliged to take part in a 
propaganda film showing 
them 'defeaing'. f lere nose 

gunner .S/Sgt Orel Malcolm 
I Imper gives the photogra
pher the time-honoured sa
lute. The crew 1-1:ere then sent 
to Stalaf!. Luft I; the aircrafr. 
received lwo 17.e\1..' engines 
and was .flown to (";ermany 

for tests before being deliv
ered w KG 200, possibly re
ceiving the unitcode.43+FK 

83: Still wearing its unojji
ciaL .!\merican markings, 
Sunshine runs up ils en
gines for the henefir of the 
Propaganda Kompan.ie 
photographer prior to de
parting for R echlin. Just 
beluw the nose lurrel a 
horned devil:~ head wear

ing goggles and a flying 
helmet and breathing fire 
with the legend " Grrr
look out J 'm poison" in 
capital letters can be made 
OU! 

84: This picture o f 42-
52106 shows small s iz e 
f,uftwaffe insign ia painted 
over the US s tars and bars 
with a large white A1editer
ranean Theatre band ready 
for transit to Germany 

85 Top right: Lujlwa.ffe 
specialists insp ec t the 

American J.11eddo radar 
installed on Sunshine 
which th e G ermans in
tended to use to inji"ltrate 
and 1n on.it.or R!I F noctur
nal bornber streams. The 
aircraft now sports over
siz ed Luftwaffe insignia .. 
although it re taine d the 
nose art and name 



86 Right centre: B-24G-10-
NT 42-78247 from the 461st 
BG, 765th BS fell into Ger
man hands when it lost two 
engines to flak on a m.ission 
to Munchen on 4 October 
1944. The aircraft was 
o bliged to land at 
Landsberg-Pen zing in Ger
m any; the crew was cap
tured. it was subsequently 
repaired and f lown on tests 
in October-November. Here 
wearing yellow undersides 
and white panels with Lhe 
Luftwaffe code CL+XZ, its 
eventual fate is uncertain. It 
is not thought ro have gone 
to KG 200, although an uni
dentified B-24 with the KG 
200 cod e A J+ FK was 
logged at Wiener-Neustadt 
on 16 January 1945 

87 Below: Seen at Hildes
heim at the end of the war, 
this is the wreckage of B -
24G-5-NT 42-78106 of the 
460th BG of the US Fif 
teenth Air Force. It was lost 
on a raid against M unchen 
on 9 June 1944. It was ob
viously repaired and en
tered service with th e 
Luf twaffe with th e 
S tammk e nn ze i c h e n 
NF+NL. It is a candidate 
for the unidentified B-24 of 
K G 200 recorded in Franz 
Kraem er's logb ook as 
A 3+FK, then at Wiener
N eusradt 0 11 16 January 
1945. Unfo rtunately, no 
codes are visible on the 
wreck which would con
f inn this ei1her way 
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Type US Serial US Code MIA Initial Code KG 200 code Notes 
B-l 7F-27-BO 41-24585 PU-B 12/12/42 DL+XC ? Wu~fe Hound, 30313G/360BS. To KG 

200 3/44 
B-17F-35-DL 42-3190 QE-vV 14/7/43 A3+BB? Jvlr Five by Five, 94BG/331BS 
B -l7F-90-BO 42-30146 TS-A 2917/43 A3+CE Down & Go, 94BG/333BS 

Braun lgbk 18.6.44 Finsterwalde 

Sieber lgbk 26.8.44 Finstcrwaldc 

Blew up on takeoIT 10/2/45 
B-17F-100.,BO 42-30336 GX-E 9110/43 7+8 ? lvliss Nonalee II, 385BG/548BS. To KG 

200 28/8/44. Lost 4/4/45 
B -17F-25-DL 42-3097 Xi\.-? 30/12/43 A3+BB The Ground Hog, 385BG/549BS, 

according lo lW.Nl German docs 
B-17G-10-VR 42-39969 lW-K 11/1/44 ? 401BG/614BS. Recovered 1948. 

Not con-finned but on.ly a/c which fits 

,,,,ith that lost at Valencia on 27 /5/44 
B-17G-25-DL 42-38017 XR-0 313144 A3+FR l00BG/349BS. To KG 200 5/44. 

Confirmed by radio traffic in eastern 

Mediterranean 5/44. Braun lgbk. 
B-17F-1 l5-BO 42-30713 Bl-E 6/3/44 A3+EK Phyllis Marie, 390BG/568BS. 

Recovered 5/45 
B -17G-5-VE 42-39974 7D-? 9/4/44 '! 452BG/731BS 
B -17G? 42-38017? A3+BR Sachtleben/Von Pechmann lgbks. 

Fi:nstcrwaldc 8 -17 /1/45. Shot dmvn 3/ 

3/45 by nightfighter. 
8 -17 ') A3+IB In East 1944. PO\V said at Fi.now 2/45 

•) A3+.TB 19/3/45. Operalion KARNEVAL 
') A3+AE Braun lgbk. 18/5/44 Finsterwaldc 

'-

? A3+GE Braun lgbk. 18/5/44 Rechlin 
B-17G ') A3+EE Braun lgbk. 8/5/44 Finstcrwaldc 

? A3+AG Kr aemer lgbk. 2/1/45 Wiener Neustadt 
Other B -17s possibly allocated to KG200: 

B-17F-85-BO 42-30048 SU-K 26/6/43 S.J+KY ? Flak nancer, 384BG/544BS 
B -17F-110-HO 42-30604 LN-T 4/10/43 Badger Beawy V, 100BG/350BS. Prob-

ahly not flown. Recovered 8/44 
B-17F-5-VE 42-5714 LL-S 14/10/43. DR+PE ? Old Faichfitl, 91BG/323BS 
B -17F-20-DL 42-3060 LL-G 1 /12/43 Hell~· Belle, 91BG/40113S. ror spares 
B-17G-l-VE 42-39759 PC-C 30/12/43 Pickle Dropper/Sarah Jane, 390BG/ 

571. HS. Nut flown 
B-17G-15-DL 43-37827 JJ -? 5/12/44 ? lVally's lVheels, 305BG/422BS. Found 

wrecked at Weimar/Kolleda 5/45 
B-170-85-BO 43-38432 DS-P 5/12/44 351BG/511BS. Used for spares 
B-17G-90-BO 43-38648 H8-H 2012145 468BG/835BS. Sen lhofen. "10% 

damaged 25/2/45". Probably never used 

As apparently no more chem 20 B -17s of all models were captun:d, most of those.flown being Fs, it seems likely that codes were changed 

or duplicated and sub-types mis-identified. A s far as is kno wn, no rnore than four or five (J models may have actually been flown by KG 

200. Orders of Battle list a maximum ofeiglu B-17s on strength at any one time. Crew loghooks which idmtify aircrafr as Gs may have 

done so erroneously. "~:lost just note 'B-17'. 

B -24H-5-DT 

B -24H-5-FO 

B -24G-5-NT 

41-28641 E3-? 

42-52106 5 

42-78106 

B-24H-15-DT 41-28779 
B-24 ? 

B -24H-15-FO 42-52627 H6-? 

B-241-195-CO 44-41108 
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412144 
29/3/44 

9/6/44 

20/6/44 

12/7/44 

24/3/45 

A3+KB 

A3+?? 

NF+NL A3+?? 

KO+XA KO+XA 

A3+FK 

Not used 

? 

453BG/732BS. Recovered 5/45 

Sunshine, 499BG/719BS.A3+FK? 

460J3G/76xl3S. AJ-1 FK? 

389BG/564BS. Burnt by crew 4/45 

K rnem er lgbk. 16/l/45 Wiener Neustadt 

453BG/735BS. Destroyed by strafing 

Frei burg doc RL 2 111/695. " fo KG 200' 



1944 
A NEW GESCHWADER 

The birth of KG 200 

On 19Fehruary1944 the Versuchsverband der Ob.<l.L. 

was declared disbanded with effect from 21 February. On 
that date a re-formed Versuchsstelle fur Hohenfllige and 
another formation, to be organised and commanded by 
Oberst Heigl, was set up. The new \ lersuchsverband OKL 
based at Oranienburg included personnel and materiel 
of the previous unit and remained under the command 

of Oberstlt Rowehl. He was transferred to a post at the 
RLM in April and Maj Adolf Koch Look his place. 

A 1.Staffel, the Einsatz (operational) Staffcl with 19 
aircraft was commanded by Obit Horsl G<:Hz and was as
signed the photographic reconnaissance role. Its aircraft 
included Ju 86, Ju 88, .Tu 188 and the Arado Ar 240s that 

had been on charge with the earlier Versuchsverband. 
This experimental type was intended as a 7ersLiJrer (heavy 

fighter) but was adaptable to other duties. The reconnais
sance versions were capable or 620 kph but had handling 
problems at altitude. Markings of the Ar 240s were re
corded as T5+MH, TS+ YP and, later, T9+GL. 
J\ 2.Staffel, Versuchsstaffel fur Feindflugzeuge (enemy 
aircraft), unofficially the 'Beute' (prize) Staffel, was un
der the command of Hptm Theodor Rosarius from July 

88Above: Major /\do(f T<och, Knmmandeur of T./T<G 200,presides 
over a ceremony on 14 April 1944 to award the Gerrnan Cross in 
Gold to LL Thumhuber and his crew. The secrecy surrounding KG 
200 was such that ft.iv rer:nrds survive concerning awards to mem
bers of the unit 

1944 until May 1945 and sti JJ known as the Zirkus 
Rosarius, continuing to experiment with and ,to demon
strate captured AJlied fighters (and PR) aircraft, super
vised by Hptm (Ing) Trebs. A small detachment remained 
al Orly-Villeneuve-le-Roi. 

The 3. S taffcl an Aus bildungs-und-Erganzungsstaffel, 
under Obit Hein,rich Schoene, was a ' reserve ' unit, main
taining aircraft and occasionally undertaking operational 
trials. 

At this stage very little was changed - hut the old 
Stab/Ob.d.L. became the Stab of Oberst Heigl's new 
'Kampfgcschwader 200' which was henceforth to be re
sponsible for all 'special operations· on behalf of the In
telligence agencies. 111is 'Geheim (secret) Geschwader' 
was forme d on 21 February and composed of two 
Gruppen and the Stab at \Vildpark-\Verder near Potsdam, 
adjacent to 'Kurfurst ', the OKL rear echelon whose op
erations staff was directly attached to the FUhrer's head
q uarters under the name' Robinson'. The slaff office r re
sponsible for the allocation of tasks to the Gescbwader 
was l\:faj iG Kurt Randel-Semper. 

For some time the OKL was undecided about the cs
lablishrnenl of lhe Geschwader but an outline for the I.I 
KG 200 was: 

1.SlaHel: 
2.Staffel: 
3.StaJfel: 

long-range operations (over 250 km) 
short-range operations (under 250 km) 
trajning and replacemenl 
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ORGANISATION TIME LINE 

~-- Fliegerstaffel z.b.V. 
January 1935 

Hansa Luftbild __ ____, 

Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. (Kommando Rowehl} (T5) 
I January 1939 

~~~~~~~~~___, I 

I I 

STAB 
I 

I 
3. STAFFEL 

I 

4. STAFFEL 1. STAFFEL 
To FAGr 4 

1942 

2. STAFFEL 
To Aufkl.Gr. 100 

January 1943 

From 8./LG 2 From 2./Aufkl.Gr. 121 

Versuchsstelle fur Hohenfluge (VfH) (K9) 
August 1939 

I 
1. STAFFEL 

High altitude flight 

research & 

Oranienburg 

I 

2. STAFFEL 
Testing enemy aircraft 

I 
3.STAFFEL 

Agent dropping 

reconnL:sance __ __ _ T ______ I 

Unofficial 3./Versuchsverband/Ob.d.L until February 1944 

1. STAFFEL 
From 4.(F)/Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. 

March 1943 

Gruppe Gartenfeldt 
1943 

I 
1. STAFFEL 
From 2./Versuchsverband/Ob.d.L. 

Versuchsverband/Ob.d.L. (T9) 
January 1943 

Versuchsverband/OKL 
From May 1944 

Berlin - Rangsdori 

I 
STAB 

From Stab Aufkl.Gr./Ob.d.L. 
I 
I 

2. STAFFEL 
Agent dropping until 

February 1944 

Then lo KG 200 as 1. Staffel 

Reformed as Zirkus Rosarius 

Testing enemy aircraft 

KG 200 (A3) 
February 1944 

I 
STAB 

I 
I. GRUPPE 

From Gruppe Gartenfeldt 
I 

I 
2.STAFFEL 

From Gruppe Gartenfeldt 

October 1939 October 1939 -April 1940 

I 

3.STAFFEL 
Officially from VfH 

February 1944 

I 
Reformed January 1941 

I 
To Versuchsverband/Ob.d.L 

March 1943 

I 
3.STAFFEL 

From Gruppe Gartenfeldt 



Only the 1./KG 200 was aclivated , its Kommandos 
being simply those set up by the Vcrsuchsverband to act 
for the Intelligence offices of the Abwehr and the RSHA. 

A 1. Flughafenbetreibs Kompanie/KG 200 provided 
independent maintenance and repair of the Uruppe's ma
chines al lhe outstations. Most of the aircraft of the 2. 

Staff el at that time were He 111 s, although on formation 
the l. Staffel had on charge 33 assorted aircraft, a legacy 
from the earlier unit, including three captured B-17s. 

The 11. Gruppe was soon organised in a differe nt way: 

Stab: Kommandeur, lv!aj Hans Jungwir th 
1. Staffel: 
'Transportkolonoe XI-Ost', Maj Jungwirth and 'Koch
Gerat'; Obit Friedrich Schafer. 
2. Staffel: 
The 'Leonidas Staffel' of SO men; awaiting glide
bomb; Oblt H . Lange. 
3.Staffel: 
'Kommandotruppen'; Fallschirmjager; without air
craft; Obit Kempke. Friedrich Schafer from June-Oc-
1ober1944. 
4.Staffel: 
The Ausbildungskompanie of the earlier Versuchs
verband. 

The Geschwader Headquarters was soon moved to 
Berlin-Finslerwalde. Thus, for the time being, only the 1. 

Staffel of the I.Gruppe was operationally activated; the 
pri ncipa l (cover-named) Kommandos were directly re
sponsible to the 1./KG 200, each having a small number 
of aircraft. A number of temporary outstations were pe
riodically set up as re-fuelling depots across Europe, from 
Chartres in the north-west to Simferopol in the far south
east, from Stavanger-Sola in Norway to Istres-le-Tube on 
the edge of the Camargue in southern France, but these 
detachments were not, so far as has been discovered, al
located cover-names. 

Kommando Carmen 
While the small staff of Kommando Toska under 

Di.imcke was organising the establishment of a radio link 
from Traviata to Athens and Berlin, Kommando Carmen 
at Bergamo was by no means idle. With a very small com
plement of Ju 88 aircraft - Ju 188s were delivered only 
one at a time and the records are confused about them, 
giving their codes as A3+ TB and A3+ WB which could 
not have applied until mid-1944, as was A3+NB of a Ju 
88 - its missions consisted almost exclusively of drop
ping agents over Allied-occupied Italy, North Africa and, 
later, southern France at the rate of one mission every 
two davs durin g the summer of 1944. 

- v 

ln May, Lt Joseph Thornhuber with his crew, Andreas 
Stark, despatcher; Karl Dusterberg, radio-operator; Georg 
Kellermann, observer and Hans Sievers, fligh t-engineer, 
were urgently transferred from Kommando Maria, for 
which they had flown more than 50 agent ' insertions', to 
Italy. There came a break from duty when on 14April, at 
Finsterwalde, they each were awarded the Deutsches 

Kreuz in Gold, in recognition for the dangerous missions 
comple ted in the East. As early as August 1943 
Thornhuber had jnine<l the 1./0b.d.L. at Rangsdorf, then 
transferred to Kommando Maria at Minsk where he was 
to fly a He 111 fitted with extra fuel tanks. The aircraft 
under-surfaces were finished black exclusively for night 
operations and no national insignia were marked on the 
aircraft. 

From Lemherg the crew flew several agents to the 
Trans-Siberian railway, each man carrying explosives to 
destroy key parts of the rai I way line. Another agent in 
the uniform of a Red Army officer was dropped near the 
Urals, carrying a large sum of money - his task to pay 
agents \Vorking for the Abwehr in that distant area. 

The most haza rdous opera lion in the East was 
JOSEPH , mounted early in 1944. LtThornhuber was to 
supply an agent working near Moscow with provisions, 
the dropping zone north-east of the city to be marked by 
four flares. \¥hen Thornhuher lost height lo throw out 
the materiel, his Heinkel was suddenly caught in the glare 
of several searchlights; the Soviets were clearly waiting 
for him and only by some risky. low-level manoeuvres 
was he able to avoid becoming the target of anti-aircraft 
fire. Such missions as these showed the crew was very 
experienced before its posting to Kommando Carmen, 
where it was urgently needed. The strength of the 
Kommando at Bergamo was normally no more than two 
or three aircraft at any one time. 

On 13 August Ohll DUmcke, previously with 
Kommando Toska, became Kommandoftihrer of Carmen, 
taking the place of the commander, LL K lingohr. The high 
loss-rates experienced by Luftwaffe units in Italy were 
almost certainly due to the excellent British Air Intelli
gence. German radio operators in Merano could, during 
operations by thei r own aircraft, listen in to conversa
tions between the RAF controllers and their pilots, plot
ting the positions of Luft\vaffe aircraft. 

Tn I.he spring of 1944, shortly after his arrival at 
Bergamo, Thornhuber was given the unexpected task of 
providing money and gold to an Abwehr agent serving at 
the British Headquarters. The Leulnant took off in good 
time lo reach the dropping area at dawn; this was a part
derelict tower near the town of Lecce which he ap
proached by flying in low from the Adriatic and the crew 
threw out the load with engines throttled back. As usual 
the flyers knew nothing of the agent's identity but many 
years later Thornhube r learned that this spy remained 
until lhe last days of the war in regular contact with his 
Control, sending on important intelligence. This 'long
term investment' by the Abwehr was obviously a great 
success. 

Allied intelligence maintained a close watch on its op
erations which. on the whole, were successful, but on 
19 September Obit Dumcke and Uffz Romkc were killed 
and Ofw Gladik seriously injured when their Ju 188D-2, 
A3+ RD, hit a high-tension line and crashed two miles 
west of Bergamo. Late in October, Ju 188 A3+MD ar
rived via Vicenza. On 28 November, one of the Junkers 
flew down the Adriatic coast and turned inland south of 
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Senigallia, returning via Plorence to Bergamo, carrying 

out its mission (no detaiJs were given) at 19.11 hours from 
some 1,524 m. Afler this, the detachmenl's operations 

were restricted; the D ecember allocation of aviation fuel 
was 61 cbm, enough for ten Lo fifteen sorties. On 29 De

cember, however, a Ju 188 flew over Genoa and 
Civitavecchia in the early hours for a five -hour flight to 

Naples and l'v1ilazzo in Sicily. 
In November, Hptm Joseph Thornhuber was ap

pointed to succeed Lt 0-Umcke. In the New Year 'moon 
period' the A I lied intell igence and radar operation no Led 

13:sabotagc agents dropped in Italy. Of these, an ex-of
ficer of a disbanded regiment of Alp ini (ltalian moun

tain troops) "vas arrested in Rome on 8 January. H e ad
mitted that he had been recruited by the SD (and given 

the cover-name 'Colosseo') and taken to Bologna late in 
1944 with a gro up intended to be a 'stay-beh ind' unit, 

teamed with a radio-operator. In the second week of 

December they were La ken lo C:armer1 's opera tional head

quarters in Bergamo, then to Verona to await the 1110011-

phase. On 31 December, they re turned lo Bergamo, kitted 
out for a parachute drop and introduced to the five-man 
crew of a Ju 88. The fligh t Look them over the Adriatic~ 

then across the coast south of Ancona to the dropping 

area 32 km from Rome, near Bracc;mo. 

On the: night of 16117 February an o peration by six 
aircraft ·was staged thoughAniarco and Udine for flights 

down the east coast. One of these Carmen aircraft flew 
a long the Po Va lley, snulh-west of Pola, and hack. A fur

ther operation took place on 28 February/lMarch, be
ginning a hurst of act ivity for the RSHA. Missions were 

recorded on 2/3, 5/6, 617 and 718 March; from these and a 
drop on 122 March, the agents were tracked dmvn and ar

rested. One caught in Rome admitted to being one of the 

par Ly or four dropped by PAG; he spoke o r a supposeuly 
reassuring intercom link with the crew compartment. 

Another mission almost ended in tragedy for 

Thornhuber's crew; a multi-lingual agent of Egyptian ori
gin was to be dropped hy Lake Bolse na, north of Rome. 

As the Heinkel approached the dropping area at mini
mum speed, the despa tcher shnuted:"He doesn't want lo 

get out!" and the command: "Throw him out! " came too 
late. 1110rnhuher opened the throttles, crossed the lake 
but bad three Mosquitos in close pursuit which , however, 

fai led to hit the ir target. Above E lba, Tho'rnhube r man

aged to evade his enemies and returned with the Abwebr 
agent still on boa rd. On 12 M arch 1945, at Bergamo, LL 

Thornhuber received the Ritterkreuz from Oberstlt 
Linsingen bravery in all his sorties - the only member 
of KU 200 ever to receive this highly-pr ized decoration. 

AlJied radar kept an efficient watch on the activities 
of Kommando Carmen. On 21 March a Ju 188D-2 of the 

4./KG 200 v.-·ent missing, the fa te of the pilot, H ptm H einz 

Domack, and his crew unknown. However, ' two Ju 188s 
fro m Bergamo ' were picked up b y Mediterranean Allied 
A ir Porces (MAAF) 'Sigint'. O ne landed at Udino but 

the other was tracked after crossing the coast near A ncona 
by Flg Off Scollan and Flt Sgt Blundell in a Mosquito of 

256 Sqn: 
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"The hostile re-crossed the coast heading northeast near 
Pola/Trieste and after making visual confirmation the 
Mosquito opened fire, setting both engines ablaze and it 
was seen to be a Ju 188. lt fell into the sea about three 
miles offshore" . 

ln April Carmen was alloca led only 17 cbm of fuel -

enough for five sorties - and made use of only o ne 
Junkers. This was virt ually the end of operations by the 

Kommando and its small staff and the RSHA office pre
pared for a move lo Parma. 

On 24 ApriJ, P-47s of the US 346tb Fighter Squadron 
attacked Bergamo twjce, claiming a grea tly exaggerated 

number of nine Ju 188s destroyed. Thornbuber recorded: 
" ln mid-April 1945 the \Vhole crew stood on top of 

their quarters and watched an a ttack on the airfield 
by American fighters, during which their Ju 188 was 

shot up. One of the bombs that had been loaded o n 
the aeroplane rm an intended attack on a bridge ex

ploded and tore the machine apart." 
Having no aircraft, the personnel of Carmen set off 

overland to Germany by way of the South Tyrol. 

.. 



89 A hove: The ]11 290 se
ries bore m11ch of 1he work
load of KG 200. This i.s J11 
290A-5 vV.Nr. 0180, 
KR+ LK. outside the 
Junkers t·vorks ar Dessau on 
23 .~-larch1944. Later sent to 
l.!F/\G1: 5 as 9V-+- KH it is 
typical uf uin.:raji of the type 
which were subordinated tn 
KG 200. This particular air
craji was destroyed on the 
ground during an air raid on 
l 0 April l'J45 on R echlin 

90: A potentially valuable 
assel fur KC 200~· long
range npuatinn <t was the 
Junkers Ju 252. 'I !tis is the 
Vll, lhe seventh production 
J1t 252A- l, DT+BvV, at Ath
em/'J. 't11ui in August 1943. 
Some o p erations by the 
Gru.ppe Curlenfeldt were 
carried out by such airr.raft. 

~ ~ 
~, ....... _ ;. 
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THE LEONIDAS STAFFEL 
Enter Hanna Reitsch 

Always in the forefront of argument for the 
Tntaleinsat:1 project were Otto Skorzeny, Karl-Heinz 
Lange and Hanna Rcitsch. Skorzeny and Lange were very 
di rferenl, one I all and heavHy built, the other small, trim 
and obsessive; but both were thorough tactical and 
lngistica I p lanners. Reitsch, on the other hand, concen
trated on technical problems and, these having h een 
solved, on the praclical means of achieving early success. 

Skorzeny and Lange were but two of the re latively sma ll 
number o( operational planners who gave thought to sup
port for proposed operations, rather than to any 'glnry' 
that success might bring. For planners on both German 
and Allied sides, success was elusive when logistics and 
contingency planning in the event of failure of those ac
tions were not fully considered. Examples of this were 
Mounthatten 's determina lion to carry out a landing at 
Dieppe, although the operation could have had no deci
sive mi litary result; 'JV1ARKET GARDEN' the air-borne 
landings in Holland, and the decision by HQ SHAEF to 
call out the Resistance in France immediately after the 
landings in Normandy.The hidebound Obcrkonunando dcr 
Wehrmacht made numernus smaller mistakes; in particu
lar those involving German pockets on the Easte rn Front. 

On the o ther hand, General Orde Wingate's Staff in 
India fully worked out details and logistics for Operation 
'THURSDAY', the 'Chindit' landings in Ilurma, as did 
llQ Bengal Command for the defence of Imphal in As
sam. Both these operations depended, of course, on air 
reinforcement and supply. 
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ln fact, it seems that Lange viewed the situation real
istically, intending that glide-bombs should be used simul
taneously in attacks on all major British warships when 
they had moved south to provide heavy gunfire support 
and anti-aircraft defences for the inevitable Allied land
ings on the northern coast of Hitler's so-called Festung 
F,uropa - 'Fortress E urope'. Such a devastating attack, 
incurring the self-sacrifice of a re latively small number 
of Lange's troops, would leave the landing ships, landing 
craft and accompanying All ied rreight.ers widely open to 
surface or submarine a ttack by the Kriegsmarine and of
fer the German Army opportunities to regain control of 
any beaches or villages occupied by the first waves of in
vading Allied troops. By throwing back an invasion force 
and destroying its naval support , it might be possible to 
so damage Allied, particularly British , mora le that some 
armistice or similar agreement might be reached. Had 
Lange's plan been feasib le, the result may have been fa
vourable to I.he Germans nnd achieved some respite. 

Late in 1943 a loose group of some 30 to 40 young 
men, led hy Obit J ,ange, was galhered together. Most were 
former or active glider-pilots, some of whom had never 
flown a powered aircraft llanna Reitsch was invited to 

91 Abol!e: When Ohlt Lange sought har:king from Goebbels, he 
and a party of his SO-rnen were invited to the Propaganda Ministry 
on J 8 July 1944. 'J'he SO-men, seen here with Lange on the left, were 
feted by Artur 1\ xmann, the Hitler Youth leader. Goebbels' hopes for 
an immediate air strike were clearly nut feasible, however, and he 
los1 imerest 



allend their meetings, until they felt the idea sufficiently 
developed to present lo the OKL or other authorities so 
I hat construction of a suitable aircraft could begin. They 
made it clear that the aulhorities should not misunder
stand Lheir 'complete dedication' and purpose and they 
wanted technical assistance Lo make the project possible. 
This to be done as quickly as possible hecause of the des
perate military situation and controlled by a leader who 
would ensure that their weapon would be used only in 
the spirit of tota l commitment for which it was intended. 
Tn October they set up a committee headed hy Oblt Lange, 
Medizinalrat Doctor Theo 13enzinger, heading the Insti
tute for Medical Aeronautics at Rechlin and, of course, 
Flugkapitiin Hann a Reil.sch. 

On receiving the reserved approval nf t.he OKL to his 
'Totalcinsatz' plan, Lange lost no time i.i;i asking for vari
ous aircrafl to begin training in glider-towing and prac
tice bombing. For the present he was allowed only glid
ers for , it seems, Ilanna Reitsch advised that hasic train
ing, no matter what the previous experience of the SO 
men, should be on Habicht sailplanes, then on the short
span Stummelhahicht sC1ilplanes that could achieve high 
speed, some 300 km/h, in a simulated glide-homb attack. 

On 4 February, Lange was called to Berlin-Gatow 
where Oherst Heigl, uncertain as to the competence of 
his new command, asked the Oberleurnanr to consider 
what proposals for operations could be made practical in 
two \Veeks time. Heigl clearly admired Lange's imagina
tion and ded ication to his work, both sadly lacking at 
OKL, and discouraged by the uninspiring leadership of 
Goring who showed no interest in projects with which he 
could not be closely associated. 

For instance, iL became common knowledge that nei
ther Goring nor Hitler was prepared to accept the evi
de nce of aeriH1 photographs if it conflicted with precon
ceived ideas and this 'bli ndness' appears to have spread 
to many of the staff. The inevitability of Germany's de
feat was clear to aU but the most stubborn in the Luftwaffe 
after the We hrmachl's final effort to gain the strategic 
initiative from the Red A rmy in the (for the Germans) 
disastrous BC! I.tie of Kursk in July 1943. \Vhen bl amed ror 
the Luftwaffe's shortcomings by Goring, the Chief of the 
General Starr, Jeschonnek, committed suicide the fol low
ing month. But the "var continued - any adverse opin
ion offered to Hitler could easily result in an early date 
with a firing squad. 

It is possib le that Lange showed inlpaticnce for H eigl's 
apparent lack of understa nding of the Totaleinsatz plan; 
certainly some antipathy arose between Lange and the 
new Geschwaderkommodore. This did not deter Lange 
from discussi ng the possible design of a suitable weapon 
with the s I aff of Gothaer-\iVaggon-Fahri k, constructors of 
the successful Go 242 transport glider. 

Heigl instructed Lange to report on the feasibility of 
mounting an early operation using gliders, un der the 
cover-name JOSEPH, with which it had been proposed 
to destroy hydro-electric plants at Rybinsk and 1J gl ich 
and a power-station at Yaroslavl. For the Cl llacks on the 
hydro-ele.ctr.ic plants, two of the Go 242C \Vasser-Gos 

loaded wi th explosive would be flown by the SO men Lo 
be set against the vv·alls of the dams. Lange may have lost 
further favo ur with his Kommodorc when he deemed the 
scheme impracticable, because nn I ,uftwaffe glider-tow
ing Staffel had experience of towing large aircraft 800 
km by night and there could be no certain ty of sufficiently 
accurate navigation even to reach the targets without air
craft showing indicating lights. A more practical reason 
for abandoning lhe scheme was that the dams were low 
storage systems of great breadth; the dam at Rybinsk was 
about 200 metres, so for thorough demolition more ex
plosive would be needed than could be carried by one 
Go 242. Lange met. Otto Skorzeny and discussed the 
project with him. 

Skorzeny gave bis opinion that the only way to put a 
stop to the production of the 'E-Werke' was by destruc
tion of the turhines <tfler a surprise air landing, but this 
would be faced by a larger defence garrison. Such an op
eration would require the addition of 50-60 men of the 
SS in addition to some from Lange's SO-Staffel. ln fact, 
Skorzeny transferred some 50-60 Waffen SS troops to 
Lange's authority; it appeared to Lange that Skorzeny 
saw an opportun ity Lo begin setting up an SS-controlled 
air force, separate in its command structure Crom the 
Luftwaffe. 

The problem of obtaining leadership of high rank re
mained. It had been long agreed that Goring lacked the 
in teres t and ability for his appointment. Reil.sch lherefore 
sought an inte rview with her Fi.ihrer and was called to 
Berchtesgaden on 28February 1944. 111ere she hac..I a three
hour interview with Hitler; al once he objected to the ba
sicSelhstopfer idea, claiming that it was not in accord with 
German morality. Reitsch pointed out that the desperate 
situation needed desperate measures but H itler emphati
cally replied that the situation was not precarious and the 
time (or such unusual measures had not yet come. He gave 
permission for development ;md planning to go on so that 
the p lan could be put into operation but only when he gC1ve 
the order and declared the time as ripe. 

The next step was to lay the project before General 
Korten, Chief of the OKL. He made light of the idea but 
beca use of H itler's loose approval, he was compelled to 
give his own half-hearted assistance. Accordingly, heap
pointed one of his staff officers, Oberst iC H einrich H eigl 
to take charge of the project. This was convenient for, 
with an increased interest in special operations and spe
cial weapons by the rival SS, the OK W and experimental. 
stations, centralised control of the Versuchsverband 
Ob.d.L. was essential. Tt was decided that a new unit be 
fo rmed under the direct control of the OKL, to operate 
when required for the RSHA. This new formation, to be 
responsible for trials of the new 'weapons systems' and 
for special operations in the widest sense, was to have 
Oberst Heig-1 in command, to continue with such special 
operations and the use of new weC1pons as had been the 
field of the Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. 

Many of the 'committed' men expressed their doubts 
of the Oberkommando's sincerity. They were right - not 
only were the authorities unable to accept Lhe self-sacri-
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fice commitment but there was only public scepticism for 
the people had no understanding of G·e rmany's desper

ate military situation and of the strong measures it re

quired. Completely false communiques were issued daily 

from the Fuhrerhauptquartier, assuring them of the 
Wehrmachl.'s ability to halt the A I lied advances from East 

and \¥est. 
On the few occasions they flew aircrn l't 'in anger' , there 

were no leave-takings as practised by the Japanese be
fore tbeir rinal commitment to action against the lJS Pa

cific Fleet, but there was a mutual understanding of the 
dire situation of the Reich. At the end of the war, a man 

of the Leonidas Staff el (see page 48) wrote for Goebbels ' 
weekly paper })as Neich: 
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"I do not intend to make an_v portentous statements but 
I believe l have the right Lo express the lft0L1.ghts and 

deep faith of Germans i-vho in these uncertain days have 
willingly given their lives.for their Fatherland. Not only 

do I think it correct but I believe it is an absolute duty 

we owe our comrades i,·vho flew these missions... The 
nwn H-'ho wen~ pn~pared .for their mission. tlitl so with 

ease and out ofnecessiry at a point when the war seemed 
lost LO the weak andfeehle. They went about their di(fi

culr duty with deep conviction. There was no selfde
struclive urge lo escape this life Imming inside them ... " 

Despite the evident sincerity of tbe content, the writ-
ing now appears to be flawed by a similarity to the rather 

florid, over-emotional style beloved of, and often written 
by, Dr Goebbels, whose completely illogical belief in the 

'honour' of the 'Thousand Year Reich' so deluded him 
that there could be no other possibility than suicide when 

Hitler decided, at the end, to remain in Berlin, rather thzin 
make good h is escape to Bavaria or Barcelona. 

-Ill 

92: Curious spectators view 
a typical production Fieseler 

Fi 103 >vhich was placed on 
display in Brussel.<; hy 
SHAEF irnrnediately post
ivw: The V-1 was not a pre
cision weapon; German es
timmes put ils accuracy as 
anywhere within a square of 
30 x 30 kilornetres. lhere 
were numerou.~ suh-variants 
of the u.nRuided m issile with 
diJfering warheads. Most 
were identical externally 

93: Accompanying the V-1 
ahove ~vas this mamu'.d 
Fieseler Fi 103 Re 4 
Reichenberg, lahelled as rhe 
'V4'. It appears to be afu.lly 
operational model and is 
typical of rh.e aircraft which 
was intended tu be the ulti
mate mount of the 
'Leonidas Staffel'. Several 
still survive in museums 



REICHENBERG 
Steeds for the Spartans 

T n connection with the provision of an appropriate air
craft for use by the SO men, the Chief of the General 
Staff ordered lhe RLM to supervise and direct technical 
pre parations and a Staff Engineer, Heinz Ke nsche, a glid
ing expert wa selected. H e became a vol un teer and 
signed the self-sacrifice p le dge. Then he d esignated 
Reitsch to undertake testing and to supervise training as 
soon as a glide-bon1b had been declared acceptable. 

The Messerschmitt Me 328 was introduced for use 
e ither as a fi ghter or fighter-bomber a nd deve loped 
jointly by M esse rschmitt and DFS (D e utsche 
For chungsa nsta lt fur Sege lflug - State G lider R e
search Institute) at Ainring. It was inte nded to power 
the Me 328 with two Argus-Shmitt assemblies, but de
velopment of the aircraft was stopped by the RLM af
ter the first tria l . With input from DFS it was now pro
posed tha t the a ircraft be used without a power plant as 
a piloted glide-bomb. It was a single-seat monoplane 
with a wing span of 6.5 in. Its gliding angle at 250 kph 
was 5:1 and at a speed of 750 kph, 12:1, as tested at 
Horsching near Linz in Austria until April 1944. 

In powered o r unpowered form, the Me 328 was to 
be carried into the air attached above the wings of a Do 
217. Frocn there the pilot of the Me 328 could effect re-

94 A bove: A side profile view showing the clean, if rather bulbous, 
lines of the Messerschmitt Me 3288. f t is unpainted apart f rom the 
various protective finishes applied to the different materials used in 
its construction. Note the small propellers for the wind-driven pumps 
in the wing root which supplied fuel to the Argus pulse-jets. The land
ing skid wlls comple1ely unsprung 

lease himself and lift the Me 328 away from the D ornier. 
Test re leases were 1nade at he ights betwee n 2,743 m and 
5,486 m and trials of all kinds of manoeuvres were rnade 
at speeds between 137 kph and 750 kph Aerodynamically 
the machine con1pared unfavourably with other fighter 
aircraft but, for the purpose of Selbstopfer missions, its 
capabilities we re ufficient, especially its good flj ght sta
bility. So satisfactory was the aircraft that the Flugzeugbau 
Gothaer-Waggon Fabrik in Thuringen was ordered to 
begin production. A serie of unexplained delays pro
longed construction until it began to appear to Hanna 
Reitsch and the SO men tha t there was some official ob
struction to de lay the project. When it became clear that 
it would take several months before the Me 328 was avail
able in sufficient numbers to be used as effectively as 
Lange had planned, his volunteers began looking about 
for some 'make hi ft' aircraft that would n1eet their crite
ria a nd could be immediately avai lable. 

The V-1 can1e immediateJy to mind , modified to suit 
the purpose. The modification programme began at once 
under the cover-name ' Reichenberg' and was kept so se
cret tha t even the V-1 workers did not su pect the pur
pose of their work, or so we arc told . 

According to Otto Skorzeny (who held a watching 
brief on the Totaleinsatz plan) , he suggested tha t the V-1 
could be modified in a matter of weeks. He found that 
H anna R eitsch had already put forward the proposa l; 
probably Skorzcny's influence gave the work some im
pe tus. The rapid programme was put under the supervi
sion of Dipl-Ing Robert Lusser of the Fieseler Construe-
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tion Bureau, located close to the Henschel aircraft fac
tory at Herli.n-Scht'mefeld. f n a frantic 14-day period oI 
effort four distinct variations on the V-1 were finished 
and ready for flight testing. TI1e fuselage of the aircraft, 
Fi 103, was not greatly altered- simply a pilot's cockpit 
and instruments were added. 

The four types were:-
A si_ngJe-sealer with sledge runners, without power 

plant, to be used as a trainer glider. 
A two-seater, dual control, without power plant, to be 

used as a trainer for instructors and pupils. 
A single-seater with power unit, landing gear and ai

lerons. 
A single-sealer with power plant but no landing as

sembly, to be used for operational missions. 

Reitsch claimed that her offers to test fly the 
Reichenberg were ignored by the Luftwaffe Testing Di
vision until two of its pilots were twice injured when land
ing. Reitsch was then called upon to assist and flew some 
ten flights before being injured in a Berlin air-raid. Her 
assistant Kensche and Lt Starbati continued the test pro
gramme until Starbati was killed in a Reichenberg, then 
by a £/ffz Schenk who came to a similar end. Kensche 
narrowly escaped crashing, but discovered the fault to be 
excessive vibration at low-altitude set up hy the full-power 
of the Argus-Schmitt engines. This also indicated why 
some 30 per cent of V-1 s launched against England 
crashed before reaching their targets. 

In spite of the fatality rate, Reitsch declared satisfac
tion that the Reichenberg would do for the self-sacrifice 
missions as the principal danger lay in landing the air
craft. The first tlights \\!·ere without power. The Fi 103 was 
carried aloft by .an He 111 , mounted beneath the star
board wing between the landing gear and the fuselage, 
similarly to the V-ls that were launched against England 
from He ink els over the North Sea. It was intended to train 
four or five men to act as instructors for the test. 

Elaborate plans for an attack on warships were made. 
Trials with a mock-up marked by srnoke bombs began. 
An ingenious celluloid aiming device enabled the SO
pilot to compute hmv far from the target he would have 
to crash into the water to allow a time-fused torpedo 
warhead to explode beneath the keel. The pilot would 
also be able immediately to adjust his angle of attack -
to an extent that a ship's anti-aircraft defences would be 
useless, the aircraft travelling at more than 805 kph. 

The training programme, almost to Lange's despair, 
was begun (by Heigl, perhaps) with no clear purpose. For 
days the volunteers were put through simple physical 
exercises, wbjch may have been useful , and pistol prac
tice, which certainly was not. Oberst Heigl placed 
.fliegerstabsingenieurTilenius as supervisor of the project, 
yet his instructions clearly were to destroy the whole 
scheme, daily suggesting one idea after another. The SO 
men remained remarkably constant, ready to die if by so 
doing they could decisively alter tbe course oI the war, 
and not to blow up some ammunition train on the Rus
sian front as Tilenius suggested. 
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Reitsch's first duty was to present the scheme to the 
Luftwaffe authorities to obtain support, but she met such 
ovenvhclming (and unexplained) opposition that it 
seemed that extraordinary measures would be needed to 
obtain a hearing. TI1c idea was passed off as 'fantastic', 
the result of mental aberration. She eventually obtained 
an interview with the disinterested Feldmarschall Erhard 
Milch whom Goring had appointed State Secretary for 
Aviation, responsible for aircraft procurement. He belit
tled the plan, but (lllowed it to be examined by compe
tent authorities in bis Ministry. They, Rcitsch and Lange 
allended a meeting on 27 March at the Haus der Flieger 
in Berlin with experts from various fields under Prof. Dr. 
Walter Georgii, Direktor of the Aeronautics Research 
Academy. 

They concluded that the plan was operationally sound , 
that a manned flying-bomb be used, recommending the 
Me 328 which wouJd save time in construction and de
velopment of a new weapon. They advised that a 907 kg 
bomb-torpedo should be installed in the nose of the air
craft ·which could be steered into the water at such an 
angle that. the torpedo would explode beneath the keel 
of the target vessel. The aircraft \vould shatter on impact 
with the water, killing the pilot, and the bomb wouJd tear 
loose. 

At the meeting the question was again raised (to 
Lange's dismay) as to the pilot's chances of survival, but 
the matter was not pursued. To his surprise, and possibly 
embarrassment, on 17 April the Gotha company pre
sented to Lange a proposal, allegedly dubbed 'P55', based 
on their early discussion, for a weapon which was in ef
fect a 3,000 kg torpedo fitted with a small cabin, rudi
mentary wings and tail-unit. TI1e proposal naturally met 
with Lange's approvaJ but the Technical Officer, Tilenius, 
suggested the equally destructive alternative of a Focke
\.Vulf Fw 190 carrying an impact-fused 'Bornben-Torpedo' 
weighing up to 1,850 kg which, he considered, offered the 
pilot some chance of survival. In fact Fw 190s of KG 200 
carrying conventional SC 1800 bombs were later used in 
action. Soon after, the 'P 55' project was discarded when 
the Gotha factory was damaged by bombing. The pro
posal for the Fw 190 (BT) was approved for testing and 
development - it did not yet exist - despite Lange's 
reservations. 

Reichenberg B 
Tension between Lange and the Gruppenstab became 

worse, largely because the Stah objected to open crib
cism by Lange of the 'glide-bomb substitute' Fw 190 (BT). 
Lange was even accused of insubordination and inciting 
his SO men to disobey orders, although neither charge 
was followed up . 

As has been shown, the careful wording of Lange's 
original volunteer agreement provided a way out for his 
soldiers if a mission other than one endorsed by the 
Oberleutnant was ordered - to the minds of Allied com
manders an extraordinary situation. Neither Lange nor 
his men were considered duty-bound to take part in a 
mission with the Fw 190 (BT) and the Geschwaderstab 



95: A Reichenberg on dis
play in an unidentified m.u
se um in the USA , m ost 
probably Wright Field dur
ing the immediate post-war 
period. The canwuflage pat
tern is very similar to that 
found on the example which 
was displayed among the ex
hibition of enemy aircraft at 
Farnborough in October
November 1945. No mark
ings apart from 1nainte
nance instructions were car
ried by operational missiles 

96: A frontal view of the 
Messerschmitt M e 328B 
clearly showing the square
shaped intakes to the Argus 
014 pulse-jets. Note that 
these are not m ounted in 
identical p ositions. Erich 
Klbckner made several test 
flights in a prototype at the 
end of July 1942. He found 
the aircraft highly unstable 
in the longitudinal axis, the 
slightest aileron m ovement 
provoking a roll. I-low an in
exp erienced pilot trying to 
aim at a precision target 
would have coped is open to 
conjecture 

97: Probably a far more 
practical arcraft for the in
tended missions of the SO 
men was a torpedo
equipped Fw 190. In early 
tests the concept of the tor
p edo-carrying fighter was 
developed with the aid of 
this Fw 190A-5/Ul4 coded 
TD+Sl, WNr. 871, which re
ceived an enlarged fin and 
an extended tailwheel. A 
whole range of production 
versions to carry BT torpe
does were proposed. Those 
with the BT 1400 weapon to 
be known as Fw 190F-8/Rl 5 
or Fw 190F-3/U3, those car
rying the BT700 to be the 
Fw190F-8/R16, F-3/ U5, G-
3/U5 or F-8/U5 
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had to admit that the agreement as formulated left the 
way open for volunteers to go into action only in very 
limited circumstances. 

On 23 August 1944, the problem appearing insoluble, 
the Ia of the Geschwader, Maj Randel-Semper paid a visit 
to Lange and eight of his men who \Vere. then atAnsbacb 
with a cover-name Sonderstaffel Einhorn, hoping to ob
tain their consent for a new agreement to be drawn up 
and signed. TI1e Stabs officer,it seems, doubted that aJter 
so much delay and controversy all the SO inen stood by 
the original agreement. He proposed that in (uture the 
OKL would continue development and order Sclbstopfer 
missions-therefore all volunteers would have lo Ily any 
aircraft or weapon required of them. If they were unable 
to give such an assurance they would cease lo be SO men 
and would be transferred to other units. 

The Oberleu.tnant and his men insisted that they had 
not changed their minds and nobody was willing to sign a 
new agreement - none of them was prepared to fly any 
glide-bomb substitute after uncertain experiences \Vith 
the unstable fw 190. Two days lat.er Randel-Semper vis
ited the SO unit at Dcdclstorf, setting out the reasons 
why the Stab and OKL did not consider the present agree
mc.nt satisfactory. He also implied that the glide-bomb as 
proposed by Lange had not and - according to scientifi c 
experts - could not, be built. So the agreement would 
have to be vv·orded differently. Conse4 uentJy, the SO men 
at D edelstorf signed a modified agreement. According 
to Hanna Reitsch this "vas approximately worded: 

"I hereby volunteer as a selfsacrijzce pilot of any air

craft my superiors select. I am convinced thaL this ac

tion iv ill end 1·vith my death. " 
Lange's application Lo r eturn to his S taffel at 

Dedclstorf was conveniently blocked because of fears that 
he would exert a 'negative inrluence' on the men there. 
The reasons given to him were that, for the realisation of 
his ideas he would always have the support of the 'highest 
a uthorities', b ut th at for the Totaleinsatz the 
Geschwaderstab could only accept adherence to the rules 
of conduct of the traditional German military principles, 
what.ever this may h<tve meant. Deviations from this code, 
be was told, even with the best of intentions, could not be 
tolerated. 

In September, the II./KG 200 Kommandos consisted 
still of SO men , Lange and seven of his volunteers w1der 
Hptni Schuntermann at Ansbach, a training unit with Lt 
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Dahne in command , a further eight pilo ts under the lead
ership of Hptrn Klaweiter and about 50-60 men under Lt 
von Rom. 

Lange's further career was blighted when, on 10 Janu
ary 1945, he was posted from KG 200 to the pilot-train

ing school at Braunschweig. (Apparently. also on 10 Janu
ary, Baumbach was involved in a discussion vv·hich con
sidered using a manned. explosive-laden Ju 88 klistel in
stead of the Fi 103 as an 'SO-Geriit') . Oberst Baumbach 
of course took over the SO men, most of whom had ear-
1 i er signed Randel-Sernper 's 'deception ' agreement, and 
he placed them in his IV Gruppe under command of Maj 
Kuschke. Hanna Reitsch was greatly disappointed in 

Baumbach, having assumed that he was forward-looking 
Lo a war-winning mission. Tn fact, his concern was for the 
quick abandonment of any suggestions for the use of 
Selbstopfer men. Baumbach \vas a realist, however, and 
he knew that the time for such operations had long since 
passed. As with many other matters his comment was sim
ply, "Zu spat!" - too late l 

98 B elow: Probably the most operationally successful of the new 
anti-shipping weapons introduced by the Luftwaffe was the wire
guided H enschel R s 293A-l. B ased upon a con ventional SC 500 
bomb, with a lValter rocket motor belm1;, it was instrumental in sin k 
ing or damaging at least nine Allied warships. f t, hovveve1; demanded 
an operator to guide it and a pilul to.fly the carrier aircra.fi. A heavier 
guided weapon, the Fritz-X, was based upon the I'C 1400 armour
piercing bomb. Jn the absence of intelligent electronic iuidance sys
tems, and time w develop them, it could be argued that using the SO 
men as missile f?!,t.idance systf~tn<: made some militm}' sense at the 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 
Elista and Kommando Si.id 

Elis ta 
Even at this critical stage of the war, 1,;vith t he likeli

hood of a German victory looking very bleak, the SS/ 
J\bwehr was still prepared to unde rtake quite smal I 
sabotage operations in A llied territory, al though such 
actions could have no result that would alter the course 
of events on t he Eastern (anti soon, on the 'Western) 
front. Indeed, it seems that some of these operations 
we re al ready compromised by Soviet counter-intelli
gence. For exampJe. the loss llst of I./KG 200 notes that 
Fw \Villi Cremer wa~ k i I led in action in an operation on 
23 May 1944. H e apparently formed part of the crew of 
Ju 290A-9 \.V.N r. 0185, A3+CB, which either landed be
hind Soviet lines and was subseq uently strafed on the 
ground hy four Sovie1-1Lown Hurricanes from the 933 
lJ\P, or was forced down by them. The fact that the Hur
ricanes had fl own from a base some 270 km away sug
gests they had foreknowledge of th e Junker's move
ments. The aircraft \Vas apparently los t but, oddly. no 
o ther personnel losses arc recorded. 

On 10 .Tune 1944, Ju 2901\-9, W.Nr. 0182, A3+AB, of 
l ./KG 200 took off from the airfield at Zil istea in Roma
nia for its destination of Hlista, capital of the former So
vie I Republic of Kalmutskaya which had been d issolved 
as a political entity by Stalin in 1943. 

99 Abo1:e: Ju 2YOA-5 W Nr. 0170, KR+LA, was a siswr aircraft to 
the ill-fated .Ju 290s WNrs. 0167 and 0182.All were of generally similar 
specification, but it iY a::;ywned that an aircraft imended to land in 
enemy territory would he suirahly rnmouflaged, 11nlike KR+LA 
which carries a finish suitab/11 /or the maritime reconnaissance mis
sion. Unfurluna1ely no photos of 0182 are known, although W.i\'r: 
0183 certainly r:arried overall dark camouflage (see page 80) 

The aircraft was flown by Lt Heinrich Jenichen with 
Stabsfw G erhard Thon as navigator. Othe r crew mem
bers included O.fws Hans Wi edeler and Willi Melzer. On 
board were 30 Kalmuks in German uniform under the 
supervision of an A hwe hr officer, their mission being to 
carry out sabotage in the area of Elista. (It seems this 
was one of a series of operations involving Kalmuks un
der the name SALZSEE - Salt-lake).The Kalmuks \Vere 
embittered opponents o f I he Stalinist regime and had 
been fighting alongside the Germans since 1942 when the 
Wchnnacht's 16. Panzer D ivision ha<l I.a ken them west. 

11 was intended that the Ju 290 should land and drop 
off the 'kommandos' . and then to be kept hidllen by cam
ouflage netting during the day, 11 June, and return to 
Zilistca the fo llowing nighL.Temporary camouflnge of so 
Jarge an aircraft was virtually impossible and it appears 
that it was discove red by Soviet aircra fl., ground troops 
going in to overpower the German crew after a brief skir
mish. 111cn, under threat, the radio-operator, Ofw Hans 
Wiedeler, maintained contact with his control centre near 
BcrJin, to request that another aircraft be sent to the land
ing area because A 3+AB vv·as unable to take off. Hptrn 

Horst Fitting was ordered to rescue the stranded airmen. 
On 12 June he set off in a Ju 252 (another tri-motor 

transport designed to replace 'Tante-Ju', the ubi4uitous 
and ·well-liked Ju 52) from ~1edias in Romania, carrying 
more Kalmuks as rei nforcements. This aircraft was one 
of Lwo on strength, almost certainly the Ju 252V8, W.Nr. 
008, probable code T9+SK. T he aircrafl later crashed at 
Pe t.rosani, Romania on 26 June 1944 and was destroyed. 
After a brief stop at Zilistea, Fitting took off again al 17 .10 
hours. When he reached the landing area he circled but 
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100: Ju290A-9W.Nr. 0183, 
A3+RR of /./KG 200, was 
severely damaged on the 
ground at Finsterwalde by 
an Allied air attack on 11 

April 1944. II was sent to 
TI-avemilnde for repairs. The 

white foum applied by the 
fire crews contrast'\ strongly 
with the dark overall cam

ouflage worn by the aircraft, 
whir.h gives a gnod idea how 
its siste1; A3+AB, probably 
looked when it was lost in 
R ussia on 11 June. Alrnost 

without exception, the air

cn~fr lJSed by KG 200 were 
uniformly dull-finished and 

anonymous 

101: This and the following 

picture illustrate the Pcrson
en Abwurf Geral, the PAG, 
which was LL'led to carry up 

lo three very courageous 
agents while slung from the 

underwing bornb racks of 
l<.G 200'.' Ju 188s. This view 
of the device shows the con
necting mils on lop by which 
it was hung from tlw homh 
racks. Note the mottle carn

oufiage, presumably in 
Luftwaffe colours 

102: This rather grainy pic
ture shm-vs the parachute 

stowage in the nose of the 
containa Being strapped in 
helpless and more or less 

blind wirhin the comainer 
while it was dropped, rely
ing on ihe parachute lo de
ploy and then the shock ab

sorbing base to absorb im.
pact, all while landing in en
em._v rerriwry required ex
ception.a/Ly strong-nerved 
occupants 



could ohserve no movement below and there was no re
action when he fired the agreed recognition signal. \Vith 
fuel running low, Fitting turned for his home station, 
where he vvas told that a further radio message had been 
received from the Ju 290, claiming that the crew bad be
lieved the area was being ci_rclcd by a Rus~ian Hircraft. 

More messages were received and three days later 
another Ju 290A-4, piloted by ().fw H erbert Moller, was 
sent to recover the 'stranded' crew. This was probably 
9V +IIK, W.Nr. 0167. It failed to re turn l.o ZiUstea and 
nothing further was heard of the pilot or his crew. 

Surprisingly slowly, the Germans became suspicious 
that the R ed Army was responsible for the radio-trans
missions. As a check, the Berlin Control Centre passed 
on greetings from Lhe radio-operator's wife, but gave the 
wrong first name. 111is vvas not quest ioned nr corrected 
by the operator from 1-:lisla who merely thanked his con
trol; Lh.e German crew was obviously in Soviet hands. 

The 1./KG 200 had again lost highly valued crews and 
it was assumed the Kalmuks also had been captured with
out achieving any of its objectives. Hptrn. Hansen was later 
reported seen at Prisoner-of-\Var Camp 27/1, 
Krassnogorsk near Moscow, by a comrade who asked 
ahout the crew· members but Hansen had no idea what 
had happened to them. After the war, the Soviet authori
ties ga ve the date of the de aths of all members of 
Jennichen's crew, as wel I as thH t of Karl von 1-loegen, who 
hCld flown with Moller, as 26 October J 945 , five months 
after the end of hostil ities. No explanation was given as 
to how these men all died on the same day. 

Kommando Sud 
On the Eastern Front, there are sketchy records of a 

few drops by the other Kommandos, but nowhere near 
the total of operation. that remain unrecorded. 

A peak of activity came in July 1944 vvhen ahnul 260 
agents were put down more than 250 km beyond the fight
ing fronts. As has already been mentioned, in the East, 
during the 12 months between October 1942 and Sep
tember 1943,Abwehr Command 104 bad ordered the des
patching of 150 groups of between three and ten men 
he hind Soviet lines, altogether perhaps 600 agents. Even 
the names of the aircrew of the Versuchsverband and KG 
200 have nol been officially recorded - such informa
tion has been taken in many cases from their logbooks. 
Most apply to flights from Toska, with a few operations 
undertaken on the Finnish and Russian fronts: WOLF, 
POLIKOV, NARWA and the rest. Most of these fligh ts 
were repetitious, but no less dangerous for that, and rela
tively simple in practice, involving agents to dest roy rai l
ways and bridges and to organise drops of arms to parti
san groups. The In telligence services took seriously the 
insertion of saboteurs in the often chaotic conditions of 
the Soviet rear areas where large areas of forest were 
almost uninhabited and used as hideaways by the parti
sans. It is likely that a fair number of agents were dropped 
bv means of the PAG, the Personen-Abwurf Geriit. Two 
of these devices could be carried beneath the wings of 
the Ju 188, between landing-gear and fuselage. 

TI1e PAG was thought absurd when one was first found 
and handed over to the RAF's technical staff, hut il was 
highly effective for its purpose and a concise note was 
added Lo an Air Intelligence Report: 

" German Three-man dropping container! A double
walled wooden cylinder with a domed nose of sheet 
steel, filled with coiled rubber lubing. Main chamber 
7ft 93

/ 4 in x 3ft 4in diameter. Each passenger strapped 
into a hammock attached to rings in the inner wall. A 
heavy iron ring attached to the tail fairing appears to 

be attachment for a static I ine which presumably jerks 
off the parachute storage, a wooden cyljnder Sin deep 
x 2ft 9in internal diameter fitted into the rear of the 
main chamber. Four parachutes retard the descent, of 
96ft circumference." 
In ternally the PAG was divided into three compart

ments, bare space for three 'V-Leute' strapped into their 
hammocks - unable to have a change of mind. The de
vice dropped at a speed of 5-6 metres per second. Prom 
fi rst drawinus to trials of the first 30 took J·ust three weeks. 

b 

During 1944, under the supervision of the DPS, these de-
vices were manufactured at a rate of 200 per month, some 
at Wiener-Neustadt, others in a factory al Preilassing. 
Most, it is cer tain, were used on the Eastern Front where 
crews of KG 200 flew 97 sorties to drop 297 Hgents. Usu
ally only one PAG (' the live bomb' ) of each pair con
tained agents. 

There is no doubt that the agents were very brave and 
very determined to allow themselves lo be strapped into 
a PAG. They would have been aware of the possib ility of 
interception or of damage from anti-aircrn (1 fire. James 
L ucas has recorded one mission which had to be aban
doned because of night-fighter intercept ion. The KG 200 
crew, in an effort lo escape their pursuers, took the ma
chine higher and higher, forgett ing that the agents in the 
p lywood 'bomb' had no provision for oxygen. \Vhen they 
attempted to contact their passengers by intercom, there 
came no reply. Arter the aircraft returned to thei.r out
station, one of the agents was found to be dead and all 
showed the effects of frostbite. 

It is not known whether the motorised PAU, intended 
fo r landings on water, was ever used opcrationaJly. It was 
equipped with an easily released hatch and an electri
cally driven propeller int.ended to enable the two passen
gers to reach land. 

Of the great number of routine flights by the aircraft, 
usually He llls of Kommando Maria, Jater named 
Wenzel, the archives have little to show. apart from sum
maries and, as with othc r detach men ts, the flyers often 
remain anonymous. i\ very few of the operations are re
corded and confirmed by the airmen's lnghook entries. 
When writing of the Kommandos, it is difficult to know 
whether or not the missions should be recorded in con
secutive date order, as a 'diary' when the action moves 
from one end of Europe to the other. Here the alterna
tive step of grouping several operations together for each 
of the detachments has been taken. 

Long after Operation MOSUL in June, on 27 Novem
ber 1944, Hptm Braun flew his Ju 290, A3+ HR, rrom Wiener-
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Neustadt to R hodes-Gadurra, where one of two B-24 Lib
erators of KG 200 provided the only link with G erman rorc.:es 

isolated there after the British began landing in the Dodeca
nese islands and were established there by September 1943. 

H e returned three days later carrying wounded troops. 
For a while after Toska was set up, supply uperal ions 

were the majo r concern. Walte r Schellenberg, under in

terrogation after the war, made reference 1 u his RS HA 
making use of captured aircraft, in a particular case B-24 
Liberators vvhich were rare ly rJown operationa lly by the 

1./KG 200. H e spoke of attempts by his Gruppe VIC 
under OstubafTschierchk Lo 'inser t' two German and two 

Arab agents into Palestine. H e said: 
" Many difficult ies arose when i l came to preparing 

the actual operation. A pemut for fue l for the Libera
tor which ·was to be used had Lo be granted by Goring; 
one aircraft was found to be faulty and a spare part 

had firsl of all lo be fit led fro m another captured ma

ch ine, and perpetual delays were caused by the con
stant lack of raw materials . .rvle;mwhi le Lime was press

ing, as the a irfield in the vicinity of Athens from which 
the Libera tor was lo Lake o ff was threatened. Th e sur
mo unting of these difficulties involves a Jot of work, 

which il would be impossih le to accomplish ha d not a 

higher authority* been able to intervene." 
It is astonishing Lo find Lhal the A bwehr gave the men 

only elementary training in the tasks they were expected to 
perform . Clearly the authorities had no reeling for their 
agents, most of whom were recruited from the Soviet side 

and paid for tbeir services. An intelligence officer has been 

quoted, after only two groups returned to their base, ·'If the 

losses were under 90 per cent we were satisfied; if we could 

reduce them to 60 per cent we should call this the acme of 
success". Twenty per cent of these agents reported success. 

By the end of 1943 the effect of the enormous expendi

ture of men and materie l on the Easte rn Front and the 
shortfall in the quantity of fuels resulting from aer ial at

tack were becoming a matter of great conce rn in Ger

many. The Stab KG 200, partly because it was not part of 
the usual Luftwaffe operational structure, found d ifficulty 

in obtaining vehicle fue ls, aviation spirit and lubricants 
(despite the ingenui ty oJ German scientists in find ing 
·ersatz' alternatives) to co ntinue with the trials and test

ing required o f lhe Versuchsverband and its successor 

formation. That at a time \vhen development of several 
'specia l weapons' needed Lhe sel.ling-up of training p ro

grammes for the men to use them. 
The Abwehr llaup lamt-Ost 1 organised 'l ine-crossers' 

sent o n foot beyond the Soviet lines to a distance up to 
40 km. Ileyond I.his, the preferred method of inse rtion 

was of drops by KG 200. Project ZEPPELIN was a l.arge
scale commitment of\/-LeuLe for which between 1942 and 

1944 the re were be tween 500 and 800 agents behind the 
lines at any one time. Just a few of the air drops have 

been recorded: 
WOLr 11 in A ugust and Septemher 1944 by .Tu 290 

from Udctfcld (pilot Obit Ewald Korn, observer Lt Hans 

Arsche id) . On 4 Februar y J 945 Clara, in t he form of Ju 

290A-7 A3+0B, ·w.Nr. 0186, (Hptm Emil Sachtleben and 
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Oblt Ada lbe rt F reiherr von Pechman n) carried 14 Finn

ish officers from H exengrund (noted as NARWA 1,11 and 
TV in the crew logbooks) to be dropped near Lake Pcipus, 

but the exact landing area could nol be identified in lhe 

dark and the a ircraft returned to Stolp-Reitz safely. Si1ni
lar operations, on each occasion carrying groups of 15 

men, were made on 18 February and 20 tvlarch. A3+0B, 
again flown by Sachtleben , carried out its next and final 

operation when it dropped 15 men on 18 Apri l 1945. 
Apart from the disas ter o r F l is l.a th ere were few 

I.Gruppe aircraft losses - the Ju 252V-8, T9+SK, (L t 

Stellbrink) o n 26 June 1944 and Lhe J\rado Ar 232K-05, 
\V.0l"r. 110017 (O.fw Vierus) in September - due to en

emy action in the East, but engine fi res and emergency 

landings accounted for a number of Ju 188s and H e llls. 
Pe rhaps because of this waslage, / ,1--'.PPELTK was 

greatly reduced from the scale originally p lanned. Only 
115 agents were dropped by /,eppe lin-Stid and many of 

the Russians who returned from their missions are said 

to have been shot by the SS when no longer oJ use. 
Altogethe r, the KG 200 a ircraft flew 97 sorties over 

the Eastern rront, dropping 297 agents in attempts to ac
tivate a variety of ethnic resistance groups: Baltic, Polish, 
llyelorussian, Ukraini<m arn.J , in the south , Slovak and 

Romanian. In the sou th-cast. they took part in drops for 
'Operation YUK', the development. by Front Aufklarungs 

Kommando 201 of similar groups in Serb ia/Montenegro, 

combined with sabotage of communications there. 

''This p resumably re.fer; w Hilflmler. Sdu:l/e11 /Jerg 11/.w sllllcd 1lw1 ' ' 1•110 p1uaclmte 
drops werr:• made in f'a/esrine. 0 111' i11 rhe 111111111111 1111d thP nthn in the winrer nj 1944" 
and added tfw l " rhe firs/ rni:,j·iun lwd 1wl reporrcd by l·~/T Qr 01/1c1 means ". Then: 
may have been co11fi1sio11 hnP. wirh 11 prm lfro11n ·s ./11 2911 anrl Operarion .~fOS UL. 



THE MARITIME STAFFEL 
'Aktion 24' 

By mid-June 1944, the 3./KG 200 had built up a 
strength of five Lehr (instructing) crews and 75 trained 
or part-trained crew·s for the 'speciaJ operations' which 
have been already mentioned, but no 'weapon systems' 
were yet ready for their use. This Erganzungs-Staffel 
maintained a variety of transport ai rcra fl including B-17 
Flying Fortresses and flying-boats earlier a llocated to the 
Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. 

After the French ca pit uJa Lion in July 1940, the Ger
mans permitted the national airline, A ir France, lo con

tinue 1inlitcd services, including Hying six Liore-et-Olivier 
H -246 type flying-boats across the ·western Mediterra
nean until the end or 1942. Then the Germans took over 
these machines, proposing in March 1943 to employ them 
for much-needed air-sea rescue duties and they were 
fl own l.o Marseille-tvfarignane for overhaul. There one of 
the H -246s was destroyed during an Allied air attack. 

La ter in 1943 the air force of Finland (Tlmavoimal) 

asked for the loan from their then German allies of three 
Leo H -246s. 

103 Left: An RAF officer lends sr:ale to the section of ihe PAC 
which held agents 

104 Above: l'his He 1158/C. 8L+l ll, weari11g the markings vf ]./ 
Ku.FL Gr 906 is .w!rn at Santahami11a in Finland. It was lost, with its 
German crew, on 22 Uctober 1942, when it J.1-'0S sent on an Abwehr 
operation to resr;ue a lon.f?-ranf{e patrol of 13 8stvnicm volunteers in 

the Finnish army .frorn behind Soviet lines. Unfortunately rhe patrol 
had been caught b_v the NKV D anrf the radio operator was under 
Soviet control when the aircraft landed at Lake Jungozcro. /\IL three 
of the .floarplane~ crew and an Abwehr passenger were killed, the 
aircrafi if self beconiing the srihject of study by •·aviation ~pedafa·ts" 

For operation;1 I trials the LeO 246 coded 24+62 was 
re-finished with a camouflage scheme in which Lhe upper 
wing surfaces were given a medium grey base with dark 
grey 'blotches·, the upper fuselage and sides remained in 
their original 'silver ', and Lhe lower hull, wing under-sur
f aces a nd the entire ernpennage matt bl ack. 

In Novem be r rour were allocated to the transport role 
and attached to the 2. Staff cl of the Oh.d.L at 1-{angsdo rf. 

T hey were fitted wi lh full defensive armament and given 
a standard marit ime paint scheme of RLM 72 (!n u 73 
green 'splinter ' camouflage with RLM 65 under-surfaces 
anu the Eastern Front yellow identification markings. 

After the operntions of the 2./Versuchsverband. 
O b.d.L. were taken over by KG 200 in February 1944, a ll 
four LeO H-246s were assigned to the 1.Staffel. then two 
were reJega ted as reserve m achines to the 3.(Erg) SLa [fel. 
Two aircraft were sti ll on strength at the end of Septem
ber. T he earlier identity codes 24+62 and 24+63 were re
placed by the KG 200 mar kings,J\3+KC and A3+GE. The 
I i'l lter is recorded as destroyed at the Etang ue Jonage
Lyon in 1944 but nn 0 1 her details remain of its loss to 
Alli ed attack. 

TI1e main body of the new 3./KU 200 was stationed at 
the Seerliegerhorst at Bug on the Baltic island o f Rugen 
in June. 111c Staffclkapi tan was Hptm (later Maj) 111eodor 
Queens, with officers Obit Frits Messer and LL Wilhelm 

Busse. The LeO H -246s were refitted by the engineering 
staff a l Ilug with two cannon u1 the bow and two MUs 
mounted aft. In supporl were two Do 24s, one He 115 
and one Ar 196. Three Arado 196 floatplanes were a lso 

loaned to the Finns. Two or these bore KG 200 codes, 
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A3+AC and A3+BC, the latter being returned to the 
Luftwaffe in September 1944. The third wore the deliv
ery codes GA+DO. 

On the 25th, a detachment under Queens and Busse 
moved to Rissala near Kuopio in the Kallavesiin, the 
lakeland of Southern Finland, from where several sorties 
by Finnish personnel were recorded. The move appears 
to have been ordered by Korvetten-Kapiliin Cellarius of 
theAbwehr.There two unidentified Uotha Go 242 trans
port gliders were also used by 3./KG 200. These were left 
behind in September 1944 when Lhe Germans evacuated 
Finland and ultimately found their way into Soviet hands. 

A firs t flight by the Finnish Kapteen.i (Captain) 
Paasonen was made on 2 July in A3+KC, but engine fail
ure forced a return and the passengers were put down at 
night by the He 115, A3+DE. A further mission by 
Paasonen in the He 115 on 12 August delivered supplies 
to Tiiksjarvi where army units were cut off by the Rus
sians. On a rel.urn flight the next day, Paasonen flew out 
badly wounded soldiers to Rissala. Although it must be 
assumed that other operations were undertaken by the 
detachment none appear to have been recorded. 

By the beginning of September, operations by the 
See.flieger-Staffel had effectively ended. On 9 Septem
ber lhe Finns began negotiating with the Russians for a 
ceasefire. They agreed an armistice with effect from the 
19th and the 3./KG 200 personnel were ordered back to 
Rugen, some in an He 115 with the code marking 
6H+OK of Fl.Erg.Gr (See) Kamp to Helsinki, then to 
Rev al by sea and on to their base. Apart from a few air
sea rescue flights they saw no more operations. M uch 
later, in April 1945, some were transported to take part 
in lhe defence of Berlin bul remaining personnel at Bug 
took off for flights to the West, at 17 .00 hours on 1 May. 
The last LeO H-246 was destroyed by air a Uack, so only 
the Do 24s, the He 115 and the Ar 196 reached their 
goal, Schlesvllig. 

AKTION 24 
In February 1945 the Russians had won several bridge

heads on the western bank of the River Oder, near 
Ktistrin, F tirstenburg and Frankfurt, which the 
Wehrmacht was unable to dislodge. 

The Russians therefore had excellent starting positions 
for lhe attack on Berlin and reconnaissance soon found 
preparations proceeding at a high rate, which the Ger
mans lacked the forces to interrupt. 

The few units available to the Luftwaffe were unable 
lo prevent the Russian build-up, and consequently the 
OKW was obliged to select only the most sensitive places 
in the Russian supply routes for pjnpoint attack. These 
were the railway bridges over the Vistula, well behind 
the frontlines, and the Sovie t pontoon bridges over the 
rivers Oder and Neisse. On 1 March this led to a 
Flihrerbefehl - FUhrer Order - to Obstlt Baumbach in
structing hin1 to attack all enemy crossings over these two 
rivers. This or<ler gave him the necessary authority to 
commandeer all necessary materials from any section of 
lhe Wehrmachl. Almost immediately the order had to be 

84 

extended to the bridges across the Vistula, which were 
therefore chosen as largels for the first attack. 

On the morning of 1 March, six Mistel I, eight Mistel 
TT and nine target markers of 11./KG 200 set off in three 
groups from Burg-bei-Magdeburg to destroy a 450 m long 
wooden railway bridge near Warsaw. Another, near 
Deblin, which had been repaired and a temporary wooden 
bridge some 480 m long, near Sandomierz, were also to 
be attacked. Unfortunately, nothing is known of the re
su lts of these attacks. Al I the indications are thal I.he 
bridges remained undamaged. 

To help make the attacks more effective, on 6 March 
Luftflotte 6 formed 'Gefechtsverband Helbig' which com
hined elements from severaJ units, including 30 Ju 88s 
from II. /LG, Mistel from II./KG 200 and Versuchs
kommando 200. 

In the same order, the Geschwaderstab of LG 1 \vas 
converted to the 'Einsatzstab Briickenbekarnpfung' -
'Stab Bridge Attacks' - based at Treuenbrietzen, Oberst 
Helbig being appointed deputy to Baumbach. 

In the following weeks units from 'Helbig' attacked 
bridges over the Oder and Neisse and possibly a rew times 
those on the Vistula. Acute shortages of fuel, however, 
restricted the number of attacks. Success was hard to come 
by; there \Nere near misses but few direct hits on account 
of the heavy enemy anti-aircraft fire and fighters over 
the targets. There were also technical problems with the 
Mistel and it was found that the temporary ponLoon 
bridges were quickly repaired by the Russians. 

At the end of March, Baumbach halted all Misteln 
attacks on the temporary bridges as useless - only solid 
permanent bridges \\-'ere ·worth the effort. Even then , con
sidering the success rate, Helbig considered the methods 
of attack as doubtful. Consequently, the new watchword 
was 'suicide attacks'. 

Helbig had suggested on 5 March using only Fw 190s 
and Bf 109s, but by the end of March a brand new type 
appeared on the roster of Gcfechtsvcrband Helbig- the 
Dornier Do 24 flying boat. With this type it \vas intended 
to attempt a highly secret operation, code-named 'Action 
24', the objective of which \vas the destruction of the rail
way bridges over the Vistula. 

To lead the operation one of the most experienced 
fighter pilots of LG 1, now from the Einsatzstab 
Brlickenbekilmpfung, llptm G littler, was chosen. The lo
cation selected as the base for the operation was the ma
rine aircraft establishment and test centre at Rechlin on 
the Muritzsee. The most urgent requirement, however, 
was for SO men, as the idea was thatAKTION 24 should 
aim a Do 24, fully laden with explosives and flown by a 
pilot and an SO man, straight into the Vistula bridges. 

Karl-Heinz Lange, the leader of the SO men, had been 
posted away from KG 200 in January, and the rest of the 
SO men had been dispersed to other units. Many had been 
sent to 4./Erg.KG (J) in Pilsen in Czechoslovakia to be 
retrained on FW 190s. There they were found again at 
the end of March by llptm Glittler, who recruited five 
volunteers for the Do 24 mission under the leadership of 
Obit Robert Eck. They were sent immediately to Rechlin. 



Tn the meantime it had been rea1ised that the inexpe
rienced SO men would nol be able to start up a fuUy

laden Do 24, navigate and find the bridges at low level 
and land safely at daybreak on the Vistula . It was there

fore necessary to find experienced flying boat pilots who 
could bring the aircraft to the ir targets. 

This time volunteers were not called for-instead an 
order was sent to four a ir-sea rescue pilots who happened 

to he at the former marine flying school FFS(C) l7 base 
at Plitnitz, by then serving as the assembly point for ma
rine airc ra rt pilots. The four pilots selected we re Fw 
Niethammer, Fw Hildebrant, Fw R eif and possibly Ofw 
Sporn. R ei r reported: 

"On Easter Sunday Apri l 1945, l was ordered to fly 

from P iil.nitz to R echlin. \Vhat was remarkable was 
that instead of the usual six-man crew I had only a 

flight engineer with me. At that time I had no idea 

what the task was to be." 
On 1 A pril the other pilots also flew their Do 24 air

craft to R echlin; for wha t purpose they knew no more 
than H einrich Reil As Reif landed he found the other 
±lying boats already on the Miiritz. While his flight engi

neer returne d immediately to Plitnitz, Reif remained in 
Rechlin \Vhere, to his great surprise, he round the other 

ASR pilots. It appeared that they had each been secretly 
ordered to R echlin. 

Besides the Do 24 pilo ts, during the day, the SO men 
also arrived . They included LL Eck an d Uffz R esag, 

Noltemayer, Sirnsen and Strange. They had made a stop 
halfway through their journey at Jtiterhog lo see the Chief 

of the Luftflotten kommandos, Ritter von Greim, who gave 
them Lhe first indications of their intended mission. The 
full details were given Lo them on the evening of their a r

rival at Rechlin. Oberst Helb ig briefed them personally on 

'Aktion 24'. The p lan was that the Russian supply routes 
to their forces were to be stopped hy destroying the vital 

railway bridges over the Vistula at Thorn, \Varsaw, Dcblin 
and Dunajec, east of Cracow. Heinrich R eif reca.Jled: 

"The flight was to be carried out as follows: each air

craft was given a target bridge. I got t he one at Thorn 

as the most norLherly ta rget. Besides the pilot there 
was a second pilot, the SO man, who had never flown 

a Do 24. The actua l pilot, ie myself, was to land sev
eral h undred metres u priver from the hridge, then 

leave the aircraft by means of an inflatable dinghy and 

row for the shore. The SO man was the n supposed to 
run the D o 24 under the bridge and ignite the explo

sives. 1, on the other hand, was ordered to make my 
way to the Danzig Bight after I had reached the shore, 
there to be collected by a U-boat. I a lso had a Polish 

identity card with the added information that I was 
deaf a n<l dumb, as l neithe r spoke nor understood 

Polish. 

''The details as to how we four Do 24 p ilots sho ul<l 
save ourselves left us fee ling very uncomfortable. Even 
if Lhe morning mist obscured things, the Russians were 

bound to notice our D o 24 flying towards the bridge, 
possihly slop and then launch a boat. Observers on 

the bridge would then see what was happening on the 

river and capture could o nly be a matter of tin1e. 
"Conside ring how near we were to the b ridge, it raised 

the further question of how long the Russians would 
wait before opening fire on an unidentified aircraft 

slowly rolling towards the bridge? But these questions 
no-one could answer. At the end of the discussion a l I 
present were remi nded of the need for absolute se

crecy; there was to be no information to others, noth 

ing was to be ente red in our logbooks." 
T n spite of Lhese admonitions, one of the Do 24 pilots, 

Fw H ildebrandt, wrote a short letter on 3 April to a fe
male acquaintance vvhich left no doubt of the type o f 

operation he was about to undertake. The le tter shows 

how Hildebrant judged his chances of surviva l: 
"I flew here and now belong to a special Kommando. 
Maybe this will be my last action. \Vhat is is about T 
cannot tell you, we have been sworn aga in lo secrecy. 

I can only th i. to you that it will be the m ost danger

o us action. My chances that I will return safely are 
extremely sm a ll. 11 that is the case you will hear some
thing after weeks or months in the Wehrmacht report 

about it. \Vhen it is to happen I don't know yet. 

l assume tha t I can give you my address where you 
will be able to enquire about my fate. This makes you 
the only one who will be able to tell my family what 

happened to me; t.hen after the action you may ge t 
more details if you ask for them." 

Between 2 and 4 April the Do 24s were made ready 

for action . The fuselage was loaded with 42 boxes of mag
nesium and seven hoxes of dynamite. A n ignition cable 
was I.aid into the pilot's cockpit; from there a switch would 
detonate the load. To counteract the added weight, all 

unnecessary equipment was removed , this included Lhe 

gun turrets. After the conversions were finished the air
craft were to moved from R cchlin to a camouflaged bay 

at R obel on the western shore of the lake. On the morn
ing o[ 4 April, Fw Heinz-Ottokar Hildebrandt's Do 24T· 
1, W.Nr. 24, was loaded with its h.ighly in flammable cargo 

and then ran up its engines before taxiing to a camou
flaged site on the Miiritz. 

'The quie t, smallish pilot from an East Prussian for

ester family was just moving his aircraft when there was 
an air raid warning. A lmost immediately, American P-51 

Mustangs from the 354th FS strafed the place from very 
low leve l. In spite of heavy anti-aircraft fire they shot up 

several Ju 88s, setting them on fire, before departing west

wards lo MUritz. At 09.40, about two kilometres west of 
R echlin, they encountered the Do 24 of1'w Hildebrandt 
on the water. 2nd Lt Bonhorst later wrote in his combat 

report: 
" ... our flight discovered a Do 24 on the Mtiritz See. It 
was taxiing in the direction of the western shore when 
we attacked ... " 

For the Do 24 no escape was possible; a whole forma
tion of Mustangs attacked the flying boat until it was 

shrouded in flames as it moved across the water. Fw 
Hj]dehrandt was killed. In spite of the fierce a ttack, the 

dynamite did not explode and the Do 24 carried on with 
engines running until it beached near Robel. 'Aktion 24' 

85 



had its first victims. The loss of an experienced air-sea . 
rescue pilot who had served with both 9. and 2. 
Seenotstaffeln (where he had saved 95 lives) came as a 

great shock to Hildebrandt's conuades, especially for R eif 
who had seen it all from his shelter. 

Tn the days foUowing, the men waited for action but 

all was quiet. Iri spite of the common task Lhere was 
hardly any contact bchveen the ASR pjlots and the SO 
men. Training or tactical discussions di<l nol. take place, 

except for some instructions to the SO men. The remain
ing 'explosive Do 24s' remained i.n their camouflaged 

bays. 
On the afternoon of 10 April, the air raid siren howled 

again at Rechlin. A little later, 159 B-24 bombers of the 
US 2nd Bomb Division dropped their deadly cargo o ver 
'the base and did serious damage, the last bombs falling 
a t about 15.10 hrs. Arter this, the escorting fi ghters strafed 

the airfield. Among them were :tvfustangs of the 6lst FS, 

who departed in a \.vesterly direction. Capt Bond of the 

Squadron described what happened next: 
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" ... Yellow and Blue Flights pulled up right and di.w:ov

ered in a bay about 8km north-1-vest of Rechlin, J Do 
24 f1ying boats. These were auacked from easl lo west. l 

attacked the aircraft on the extreme right, firing unril it 
was aflame.After T hadffown over the Do 24 it hlew up 

with an enonnou.s explosion." 

The American fighters had discovered the 'explosive 
Do 24s' of Gefechtsverband Helbig. The attacks d id not 

stop unti l a l I the flying boats were destroyed. If the Ameri
can report is correct and two Do 24s exploded , and the 
third sank burning, then the loss of lives must have been 

heavy as many technicians were still on board. 
To the watchers of 'Aktion 24' at Rechlin it was all too 

apparent what had happened - before it had started the 
operation had met a sudden end - but not without hu

man losses. With no more D o 24s to be found, the surviv
ing pilots were spared being killed in a futile operation. 

The remaining SO men were sent back to J i.iterbog, while 
the marine pilots were transferred back to SNG 81, an ASR 

unit. 
Jn fact ano ther Do 24 may have been found or one 

may have been missed by the Americans for it is a fact 

that Fw Reif flew one, still fully loaded with explosives, 
with Sporn and Niethammer lo Parow near Stralsund in 

sea rch of SNG 81. By then that unit was at Bug-am-Rtigen 
where an Me 410 and two Do 24s stiJl remained in the 

harbour, w hich we re still there when R eif and his com
rades eventually reached Bug. Sorn and Niethammer 

were instructed to fly these Do 24s, all three machines 
then making for G uldborg in Denmark. 

And so, on the morning of 5 M ay 1945, the last Do 24 
of SNG 81 landed and all fell into British hands. 

105: Found beach ed and 
abandoned al the war's en.d 
at Schles1-vig, 113 1 ? ? was 
p robably one ofthe four Do 
24s on the strengrh of2./K C 
200 in N overnber 1944. By 
the end of Decem ber only 
two were serviceable. Pre
sumably the original pilots 
were no longer available by 
the time A SR pilots were 
called up to fly inAKT!OtV 
24 

106: No pictures are known 
of the lwo C otha 242 glid
m-s which served with th e 
m aritirne sta.ffel of K G 200 
bur they probab ly loo ked 
just as anonynwus as this 
example found abandoned 
on the Fastem Front 



107: A poor q11aliry but 
unique picture of one of the 
/\radolir 796jloatp/aneson 
tlte strengllt of K (j 200 and 
loaned to rhe Finns. This is 
A3+BC. probably nt Sanra
haminu in rnid-7944 

108: This picture shows one 
of the French LeO 11-246 
flying hnal~ on detachment 
to rhe J-innish Air Force fur 
trials as partisan transports. 
A s seen here in 1943, 24+62 
wears black undersides wich 
a non-standard molfle cam

uujlage pallern on the wing 
upperswfacrs. Thr cnil is a/l

black. presumably tu cover 
the all-yellow tail habitually 
worn hy rap111red aircraft 
used by thft C ermam.: Yellow 
wing and fuse/agP theatre 
rnarkings were alsu worn. 
The aircraft were found, 
hmveve1; to have too deep a 
draught for Finnish operat
ing c:ondilinns nnd were re
turned 

109: Seen our of water lite 
deep hull ofrhe LeO 11-246 
is irmnediarely apparent. 
'Jhis is 24+63 (just visible on 
the rear fuselage) after it had 
been modified wilh arma
ment and Luftwaffe mari
time cmno11fla12.e, possibly 
seen al Bug am Rugen in lare 
7943. Tr was lnier issued ro 
3./K G 200 as A3+GE, 
sometime in 1944. Of the six 
l .eO 246s acquired by the 
Germans, ii appears thal one 
was sold to nuLgaria i11 No
vember 1943 fur use a~ an 
air ambulance. One was lost 
during an Allied air allack 
in France, the remainder all 
eventually wenr 10 KG 200 

a._.; 
~; 

.. ~~;. 
' ·~· 
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110: Another of the LeO H-
246s loaned to Finland was 
24+64, which is believed to 

have later received the KC 
200 code 1\3 1 F.C lt is seen 

here, probably at Marseille, 
before delivery to the Finns 

and in standard German 
finish for captured aircraft 
in the non-operational role, 
i.e. overatl silver or grey with 

large areas of yellow on the 
tail and winf?S. The code 

identifies it as the fourth of 
it~ type (246-4) in use with 

the Germans 

111: This is 24+64 after it 
had n 'ceived a nose turret 

and beam guns as well as 
Luftwaffe maritime r.amou.

flaRe. The location is be
lieved to be Rissala in Fin
land in 7 944, by which time 
ii was probably wearing the 

KC 200 code A3+F.C At 
times it seems that Finnish 
crews operated the aircraft. 

Note the Plirnsoll line on /he 
bow, indicating that loading 
of the machine wa.~ fairly 
critical, which may explain 

why they were not particu
larly successful i.n the shal

low Finnish lakes 

112: l'his Dornier 18D, 
coded RU+Kll, was alleg

edly in service wirh 3.IKG 
200 when it landed on wet 
gra.c;s at Wilke.de in G er

many on 4 /\.1ay JY45 ajier 
flying in from Schleswig. 
There is, however, no other 

documentary evidence to 
support this 



113: One of only two 
known photos which show 
marine aircraft wearing KG 
200's '.A3' code, this Heinke! 
He 115,AJ+DE, was found 
abandoned at Schleswig in 
Germany in May 1945. KG 
200 only ever had three such 
machines officially on 
strength. It can be seen that 
it has received a number of 
modifications~ including a 
large cut-out in the fuselage 
belly and solid panels 10 the 
canopy centre section. The 
nondescript finish is entirely 
typical of KG 200's aircraft. 
Interestingly, those He 115s 
which found their way into 
clandestine RAF service 
were also heavily m odified 

114: Although not believed 
to be one of the actual Do 
24s which formed part of the 
AKTION24 operation, this 
picture gives a good idea of 
how the last such aircraft 
probably looked at the time 
of its final flight to 
Guldborg, Denniark. The 
turrets have been rem oved 
and large Red Crosses ap
plied 

115: Despite rumours that 
KG 2001nade use of the BV 
222 (this example is the BV 
222C-07, WNr. 007, X4+CH 
in 1943) there is no evidence 
for such claims. It is, how
eve1; quite possible that ten
tative plans were made for 
KG 200 crews to use the fly 
ing boats to carry escaping 
Naz i leaders to distant loca
tions. Despite the BV 222's 
formidable range, the m ain 
task of KG 200 was agent
drop p ing behind en em y 
lines on the ground - and 
a flying boat would imply 
have been too large and un
wieldy for the task - and 
difficult to exit from in flight 

I 
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1942-1945 
MISTLETOE 

Beethoven and Eisenhammer 

In 1937, Short Brothers of Rochester, Kent, built a 
composite aircraft to test the theories of Major R.H. 
Mayo, coupling two airframes together for ultra-long
range flights. The Short-Mayo Composite, as the combi
nation was called, comprised an S.21 lower and S.20 up
per component. The S.21 was a shoulder-wing monoplane 
derived from the Short Empire flying boat, powered by 
four 920 hp Bristol Pegasus XC radials, while the S.20 
was a mid-wing monoplane with twin floats powered by 
four 340 hp Napier Rapier V engines. 

The combination made its first flight on 4January1938, 
the first separation taking place early in February. The 
most successful flight was on 6 October 1938 when Cap
tain D.C.T. Bennett (later of RAF 'Pathfinders' fame) flew 
a distance of 6,045 miles non-stop, breaking the world 
long-distance record for seaplanes. 

During the mid and late 'thirties, national prestige was 
echoed in the continuous attempts to improve on avia
tion records of distance, speed and altitude. 

The success of the Short-Mayo Co1nposite did not go 
unnoticed abroad , particularly in Germany. Flugkapitan 
Siegfried Holzhauer, a Junkers test pilot, displayed espe
cial interest in the machine, but his plea for the construe-
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tion of an indigenous composite was promptly rejected 
by the German Air Ministry. 

In 1942,Fritz Stammer of the DPS, the German national 
sailplane and gliding research institute, began a series of tri
als with various combination aircraft including the Focke
Wulf Fw 56/DFS 230, Klemm Kl 35/DFS 230 and a Bf 109E/ 
DFS 230. The success of these trials led to the appearance 
of the 'Beethoven-Gerat', mainly at the instigation of 
Siegfried Holzhauer. TI1e Ministry's Technical Department 
asked Junkers to co-operate in the construction of a com
posite aircraft to be used for attacking heavily armoured 
targets, the explosive-filled pilotless lower component to be 
jettisoned in a shallow dive on the target, the upper portion 
returning to base in the normal way. 

In 1943 work began on this prototype 'Beethoven
Gerat' (also nicknamed 'Yater and Sohn' - Father and 

116 Above: This Mistel 2 combination was found abandoned at 
Merseburg in May 1945. The Ju 88G-1 bore Werk Nummer 590153, 
the Fw 190A-8 carried the number '97' on the rudder. Its WN1: is not 
known. It can be seen that the Ju 88 is in night camouflage with mid
war national markings while the Fw 190 is finished in accordance 
with late-war instructions, the undersides being left unpainted, and 
has late-war simplified crosses 



Son - after a popular cartoon series by Eric Ohser) com

posite conversion, using a Junkers Ju 88A-4 bomber as 
lhe lower component. A Ylesserschmitt Bf 109F fighter 

was mounted above the bomber by means of two Lripod
li ke series of slruls attached to the Ju ss·s main spars just 
behind the cockpit. The tail of the fighter was supported 

by a yoke above the rear fuselage on a single strut which, 

when released, sprang back to he caught by another yoke 
above !he rear fu selage of the bomber. This then triggered 

an electrical contact which released the bomber from it.s 
upper component. The proposal was accepted by the 
RLM early in 1943 and one, later 15, prototypes were 

ordered. The order for 15 aircraft was placed in July 1943 
and the first prototype, apparently now named 'Miste l' 

(M isl.leloe) in great secrecy, made its first flight from 
Peenemi.inde in March 1944. ·while t he comhinalion w<1s 

nol easy to bane.Ile on take-off, perhaps surprisingly to 
those anxiously attending the trials, it d isplayed no p ar
ticularly awkward handling characteristics in the air. 

Her misplaced devotion to Hitler and the Nazi cau. e 
may be a cause of regret but the technical abilities of 

Flugkapittin Hanna Rcitsch, as well as her physica l brav

ery aml her de l.ermina tion to gain support for any sch eme 
or proposal that could be advantageous to Germany, rnusl 
be recognised; this in the face of the hide-bound military 

correctness of the Luftwaffe as it had developed under 
the leadership of .Feidmarschall Hermann Goring, who 

initially had command of the finest and best-equipped 

air force in the worlc.l. l t is hardly surprising, therefore, to 
find that while pressing the case for developmen t of 
Lange's glic.le-homb, she also took a close interest in the 
other secret weapons that showed a prospect of success, 

such as Beelhoven-Geri1 L which was to become Mis tel. 

This project, well under development, offered none of the 
moral disa greement that divided the OKL when the 

Totaleinsatz was part of the plan. Some senior officers 
considered thal the two schemes - for an unmanned 

pmvered bomb and for a piloted weapon - could some
how be comhined, hut the SO men would have no such 

compromise, even if it were possible. 
On account. o f the inefficiency and possibly covert 

resistance of the OKL, Lange's project was not yet oper
ahle whe n Lhe Mislel was first ready for action. There 
was no 'secret weapon ' here - the Iv1istcl was known 

(rather ponderously) to Bri tish Air Ministry l nlelligence 
as the 'expendable composite aircraft'. 

This and a third new weapons system (nei ther the last 

nor the least) we re made the responsibility of Oberst 
H e igl. This third weapon was the clever but cumbersome 
'Koch-Gerat' involving the use of the '\Vater-Gotha' de

vised by Maj Adolf Koch R K, a nother admired leader of 
the Fallschirmjiiger. Development, a 'stop-start' proce

dure. \11ras in the hands of Ohlt Otto Kempke, by Lhe 

l.Staffel of Hptm Hans Jungwirth's 'Transportkolonne XI
OST' of paratroops, a part of 2.Versuchsverband ObdL. 
That formation was transferred from Oranienburg to 

Wildpark-\iVerder near Potsdam. H ere it was near to 
'Kurfur ·f , the rear echelon of the OKL whose operational 
staff went under the cover-name 'Rohinson·. 

On 10 October 1944 a S LaffeJ o( the lV./KG 101 be

came the nucleus of an Einsatz-Gruppe III./KG 66 es
tablished solely for Mistel operations but before any op

erations began the Gruppe became the IL/KG 200. D e
spite the lack of support for the Tolaleinsalz, the OKL 

had agreed with the Stab/KG 200 that available l'v1istcl 
composites should he reserved for one decisive blow. 

Consequently, from several plans put forward, that near
est to Lange's original proposa Is was selected, namely an 

attack on the British Home Fleet in Scapa Flovv to take 
place in December 1944, give n the cover-name 
'DRAC11EN110HLE' (Dragon's Lair). The plan other

wise had no similarity, with less likeli hood of a speedy 

surprise approach and uncertainty as to the accuracy of 
the explos ive component after re lea. e by Lhe pilot even 

though the targets would be clearly exposed by flare.s 
dropped by aircraft of the .'5./KG 200, (I Beleuchler (lllu
minator) SLaffel training for just such an operation. No 

matter how \Vell the pilots were trained. a successful 60 
per cent 'hit' rate was all that could be expected. 

On 16 April 1944, the Operations SLa ff of the 
Luftwaffe completed its top-secret paper The Operational 
Possibilities of the Mistel. In the paper three major fleel 
anchorages were considered for the attack: Gibraltar, 

Leningrad and Scapa Flow. Of these Gibraltar was the 
most diHiculL, for the target was 1,368 km from the near
est German base in France; at this extreme range the pi

lot would have to crash-lan d in Spain after the 11lission 

for there would be no fuel left to get him hack Lo Frnnce. 
Even accepting the need for a one-way trip, the distance 

was so great that the attack was not feas ible unless the 
a ircraft coul d cross Spanish territory to get to the target; 

however , as the plan stated: ·' ... the Fi.ih rer has always re

fused lo give his permission for this". Leningrad was ruled 

out because of the difficulties of achieving a measure of 
surp rise so vital for a successfu l. attack: and in any case, 

the Russian ships there. were effectively bottled up in the 
Baltic. That left Scapa Flow. 

The airfield at Grove in central Denmark was selected 

as heing t he most suit.able fur the attack on Scapa Flow, 

772 km away. TI1e paper warned: 
" Tn the targe t area the very strongest of defences may 

be expected. Exactly how s trong is not known, for our 
radio monitoring service is nol effective north of the \iVash. 

However, D epartment le estimates that on the airfields 
between the Firth of Forth and Lhe north of Scotland there 

are about 160 to 200 aircraft of the types Spitfire, Hurri

cane, TvTosquito and Heaufighter . ln addition , there is a 

belt of radar stations giving gap-free cover out to sea .... " . 
A figh ter escort over Lhe target was out of the ques

tion since the nearest Luftwaffe airficJd to Scapa, at 
Sta vanger in Norway, was some 563 km away. Because 

of the difficulties of take-off and aiming the Mistcl in face 
of strong defences, a n igh t or bad weather allack was 

judged to be " impossible" so the strike was planned for 
dusk. 

The only hope for a successful attack was if the cle
ment of surprise could he explo ited. The German pilo ts 

were to cross the North Sea flying as low as they could, 
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but certainly below 600 feet, so as to keep below the cover 
of the British radar sets for as long as possible. At the last 
moment they were to climb to about 3,000 feet, then go 
straight into their attack runs. 

111ere were two essential pre-requisites for such a 
straight-in attack: reliable intelligence on the position of 
the target ships and very accurate navigation. The paper 
stressed the need for lhe most careful reconnaissance 
prior to the attack. 111e Mistel pilots would have no time 
tn orbit Scapa F low while they soughl out their targets, 
each man would have an aerial photograph of the exact 
position of his own target marked on it.. To assist the pi
lots to navigate accurately, a series of 'Funkboje Schwan' 
- ·swan radio buoys' - was Lo be laid out across the 
North Sea immediately before the attack. These buoys 
were shaped like ordinary bombs, dropped into lhe sea 
from aircraft and, floating on the surface, emitted radio 
signals on which the aircraft could home. For an aircraft. 
flying at 183 m the Swan radio beacon had a range of 
ahout 96 km; so during their approach flights the Mislel 
pilots were to 'beacon crawl' across the North Sea to 
Scapa Flow. 

One can only speculate on how successful the planned 
Mistletoe attack on Scapa Flow might have been, always 
assuming that the unwieldy combinations would have 
been able to avoid the defences. The capjtal ships of the 
Home Fleet were continuously coming and going, and 
the numher at the anchorage varied a great deal during 
the summer of 1944. During June and July for example, 
the fleet aircraft carriers Victorious, lndomilahle, lmplac
able, Indefatigable, Formidable and Furious all put in an 
appearance at Scapa Flow, as did the battleships Duke o.f 

York and llowe. So had the attack been launched at a 
time when the anchorage was full , there would have been 
targets in plenty. 

Even partially successful attacks so near to home 
would undoubtedly have been a further blow to service 
and civilian morale which, so the British Government 
rather shakily claimed, was already hard-hit by the bom
bardment of Southern England and the capital hy the 
'Retaliation Weapons', the V-1 flying bomb and the far 
more terrifying V-2 rocket. 

A rather different picture may be evident from the 
gloomy forebodings of civil servants if one compares the 
situation at lhe far side of the world. There the US Pa
cific Fleet Fast Carrier Force had to undergo heavy losses 
from October 1944 until July 1945. Task Force 38/58 lost 
34 warships sunk and 368 damaged by huge formations 
of Japanese afrcraft, the Kamikaze (Divine Wind Special 
Attack Units) of the Imperial Japanese Navy and the simi
lar Shimhu-tai units of the Army. Two American Beet car
riers were sunk and eight carriers of various classes were 
withdrawn from service as nu longer operational. For 
these quite remarkable successes and a severe blow to 
the morale of the OS Navy, 1,465 Japanese pilots were 
killed in the period April-June 1945. The gap in tbe car
rier force was filled hy the fleet carriers of the British 
Pacific Fleet, whose armoured decks could withstand even 
direct hits. So, we may assume that British morale may 
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have been ratber less delicate than official reports sug
gested. Admittedly, the British civilians and servicemen 
were in close proximity and secrets could not be kept for 
long, whereas the US servicemen were thousands of miles 
from home, yet the American press was more free to re
port distaster than that of the United Kingdom, where 
all news was censored and 'filtered' by lhe Ministry of 
Information to prevent any leaks of useful knowledge to 
the enemy's Intelligence. 

lt was obVious to those wise men at OKL who watched 
the changing fortunes of war that it was far too late; per
haps 18 months too late, for Oblt Lange's SO men to make 
any truly effective attack which might influence the poii
cies of the \Vestern Allies. 

A numher of Lange's original SO men were moved to 
Pilsen where they awaited orders. They were contacted 
when a new Soviet offensive was clearly ahout to start 
and 13 of them were taken by road to Juterborg Altes
Lager. On arrival, they were individually (and cynically) 
greeted by Gen-Maj Fuchs who outlined the mission re
quired of them. He explained that it was vital at this time 
to destroy all bridges across the Oder, halting the Rus
sian advance and cutting off the special units in the Red 
Army's bridgeheads. He regretted that only one Fw 190 
of the type on which the pilots had received training was 
available but he hoped that crews with knowledge of other 
aircraft would volunteer for this ''most important" mis
sion. We are told that pilots of He llls and Ju 88s sponta
neously volunteered. 

~The first wave of aircraft took off on 17 April 1945, 
among them the Fw 190 piloted by Ernst Beichel, an SO 
man from Lange's original Totaleinsatz group, to attack 
the bridges on 18 April. Beichel crashed his machine on a 
Red Army pontoon bridge near Sellin, which he destroyed. 
111e following day a second wave of SO attacks on Oder 
bridges was carried out "moments before the first Russian 
tanks appeared." As one of the SO men later wrote: 

"The pilots crashed their aircraft on targets knowing 
that, only by paying with their own lives, would they 
be able to destroy the bridges. Militarily these mis
sions were foolish - the destroyed or damaged 
bridges were, as reconnaissance showed, replaced or 
repaired within a very short time. The Soviet offen
sive against Berlin suffered no effects." 
As one who was a sapper in a Field Company of the 

Royal Engineers, the author can confirm that while dam
age to steel or timber-truss bridges of single-span can se
riously delay support and armoured vehicles, folding-boat 
and pontoon bridges, although easily damaged, can be 
quickly repaired provided adequate engineers' stores are 
brought up in reserve. What a waste of lives in the way 
feared hy OblL Lange wben he se l up his 'Leonidas 
Staffel'. 

OVERLORD offered the great opportunity foreseen 
by Lange-a slow-moving fleet of major warships in rela
tively restricted sea areas. Sul Lange ·s glide-bomb was 
not ready, nor his pilots yet trained. 

In May 1944 a unit designated tbe 2./KG 101 was 
formed under the command of Hptm Horst Rudat to test 



the first Mistel Bf 109F-4/.Tu 88A-4 combinations and five 
pilots were given instructor training by Holzbauer and 
Flugkapitiin Horst Lux at Junkers' airfield al Nordhausen. 
Trials were begun by Rudat against the island of Moen, 
then he set up a base at Kolberg on the B al tic shore, with 
five Mistel combinations. The nearest to an attempt to 
carry out Lange's plan was to be made with these unsuit
able aircraft which after the Invasion were moved to St. 
Dizier in northern France. From there, led by Rudat, they 
made their a Ltack on the night of 24/25 June against ship
ping in the Baie de la Seine. The first sortie was made by 
Fw Saalfeld but he had control difficulties and jettisoned 
the Ju 88. Was this, perhaps, the occasion of the ' incident', 
date uncertain, al. Park Uate, Sarisbury, near Fareham, 
Hampshire, which was described to Civil D efence authori
ties fi rst as an aircraft crash and then as a bomb? The 
public and some local officials were kept away from the 
damage by service police. 

The Mistel pilots did claim some hits, but none of these 
is confirmed in t he A llied records. An explanation for 
this could be that some of the hits were on the old French 
battleship, Courbet, which was being used as a blocksh ip 
for the British 'l\1ulberry' harbour at Course u.lles. Since 
the ship \Vas already Lying at the sea bottom, in shallow 
waler, the Royal Navy \X.'ere more than happy tn have I.he 
Germans attack her in preference to more worthwhile 
targets. So Courbet was dressed up to look as conspicu
ous as possihle, wilh an enormous tricolour with the cross 
of Louraine; thereafter she acted as a magnelfor attacks. 
She certainly collected several bombs and torpedoes, and 
possibly a Mistel or two. The results were supposedly con
cealed by a smokescreen, a waste of machines and effort 
when rewarding t argets were nearby. On 10 August an
other attack on shipping in the E nglish Channel met even 
less success. One Ju 88 component flew as for as Binley 
near Andover before il crashed and exploded. 

The original cover name 'Mistletoe ' for the compos
ite aircraft programme was supplemented by the name 
'Bee thoven' for the Fw 190/Ju 88 combination , possibly 
related to the late-war ha bit of the Luftwaffe of giving its 
aircraft names, such as Riid1er - Avenger for the Ju 
188. But Beethoven? Perhaps it simply reflected the at
mosphere of confusion which prevailed within the 
Luftwaffe at that Lime. 

13y the end of August the first prepara tions for 
DRACHENHOHLE were underway with Ju 88s being 
converted and concentrated at Grove in De nmark. De
velopment of the Mistel concept continued with a series 
of variants: 

Mistel 1 

Mistel 2 
Mistel 3A 
Mistel 3B 
Mistel 3C 

Ju 88A-4/Bf 109F-4 
Ju 88G-l/Fw 190F-8 
Ju88A-4/Fw 190A-8 
Ju 88H-4/Fw 190A-8 
Ju 880-10/Fw 190F-8 

For the present, those made ready for operations were: 
Mistel 1: cruising speed 300 km/h (about 185 mph) 
take-off weight 16,000kg. 
Mistcl 2: max speed 550 km/h (342 mph) cruising 
speed 320 km/h at 0 m and 340 km/h at 4,000 m. R ange 

2,200 km with 5,000 ltr of fueJ at take-off weight of 
17 ,500 kg. Max range 3,800 km with 7,400 ltr fue l and 
no less than 22,000 kg weight. 
The Mistel warhead comprised a 3,500 kg load of 

which some 1,700 kg was actually explosive.The warhead 
was of the hollow charge type. A fine je t of molten metal 
squirted at 20/25 times the speed o f so und into the tar
get, theoretical penetration of armour being over seven 
metres. The whole act io n o f t he hollow charge took 1/ 

10,000 of a second. The warhead was not fitted until the 
last possible moment ; it needed six m echanics, two 
armourers, a four-ton crane and took a day. 

There was a pause in the operationaJ build-up while, 
on 26/27 September, Mistel unsuccessfully attacked the 
Rhine bridge at Nijmegen in HoUan d.1hen a catastro
phe in October - five aircraft took off in bad weather 
but three crashed into hillsides and the remaining two 
were unable lo locate their assigned targe ts, so jettisoned 
their Ju 88s. It was impossible to land a Mis t.e l when fit
ted with a warhead . T his fiasco seemingly persuaded the 
OKL to stop wasting the weapon piecemeal and to con
serve ii. for the decisive DRACHENHOHLE operation. 

The 'Mistcl-Gruppe' was yet again re-numbered, this 
time as the 11./KG 200 on 10 November. It now incorpo
rated three Staffeln - the 5.(Bel)/KG 200 with Ju 88 and 
Ju 1 R8; the 6./KG 200 (operational Staff el under Obit 
\\/a lter Pitz RK) with the Mistel 1 and 3, and the 7.(Erg)/ 
KG 200 with Ju 88, Mistel 1 and Mistel 2. 

Maj Horst Beeger from the Stab oI KG 200 was flown 
to Stavanger at Christmas. On 12 January 1945 he planned 
for DRACHENHOHLE to he mounted on the 20th. 
Tl1ere were 15 Mis tel units of the IL/KG 200 to start from 
Tirstrup, 12 Ju 88/188 as 'iJluminators' and 15-18 Fw 190 
(BT) from Stavanger-Sola. Weather conditions, particu
larly snow, set back the start so t ha t Baumbach flew to 
see Goring to ask for further delays. After some delib
eration and changes of mind, Goring decided on 14 Feb
rua ry that DRACHE~HOHLE was no longer feasible. 
The plan was replaced by that for attacks on the Soviet 
power and a ircraft industries, to be known as 
E ISENHAMMER (I ron H ammer). Before all the air
craft could be moved, three were destroyed in their dis
persal pens by British lo ng-range fighters. 

On 11 November, Lancasters attacked the German 
battleship Tirpitz with 12,000 lb Tai I boy bombs, and 
caused her to capsize. With Tirpitz out of the way there 
was no call for battleships or fl eet a ircraft ca rriers to be 
heid in the A llantic, and within weeks those which had 
served with the Home Fleet at Scapa Flow were on their 
way to the Pacific. So before Operation DRACHEN
HOHLE could be put into effect a ll the worthwhile tar
gets had left Scapa Flow. The combinations would have 
to be used elsewhere. 

The only German unit flying regularly over Russia at 
this time was the I./KG 200 the ir aircraft carrying radar 
observers, and they found there was little radar defence 
of that country. Modified Mistel composites with a range 
of 1,223 km were prepared with drop tanks under the 
F W 190 upper components and warhead tests were car-
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117: Access for the pilots of 
the upper component of the 
Mistel involved a long lad
der. seen propped against the 
wing root of this live Ju 881 
Fw J 90 combination, seen at 
Burg in early 1945, shortly 
before an unsuccessful mis
sion against Antwerp. The 
pilot~~ all from_ 6.!KG 200, 
are f rom left: Fws Rudi 
Riedl, Willi D ohring and 
Emil D egering. Note the 
unusual white(?) blotches 
on the Ju 88 

118: A Mis tel 2 conibina
tio n of Ju 880-1 WNr. 
590153 and Fw 190A-8 '97' 
at Merseburg at the end of 
the war. lust getting into the 
Fw 190 was an effort using 
the rather precarious ladder 
seen propped against the 
starboard wing. The ]u 88 
was apparently once in serv
ice with NJG 5, whose 'C9' 
code was still faintly visible 
on the fuselage 

119: Surrounded by cu ri
ous sightseers, this Mistel 2 
combination of 6.!KG 200 
was pictured at Tirstrup, 
Denmark, in lune 1945. Sev
eral Mis tel found here had 
been simply abandoned af
te r DRACHENl-IOHLE 
had been called off The Ju 
88A-4, which carried the tac
tical number 'Red 13' on its 
rudder, was probably W N1: 
.J 44032. It had been built in 

· early 1943 and may have 
served with KG 30. By that 
time it was probably very 
war-weary so using it as a 
Mistel made good sense 



120: Technicians carefully 
attaching the massive 1, 700 
kg hollow-charge explosive 
warhead to the Ju 88A lower 
component of a Mis tel. The 
projecting 1.8 nt long ilnpact 
fuse was colloquially known 
as the 'elephant's trunk '. 
Note the brilliance of the 
underside colour to !he war
head, probably newly-ap
plied RLM 76 

121: This line-up of Mistel 
I combinations was alleg
edly taken at Burg, late in 
1944 shortly before a mis 
sion. But who are the civil
ians in the picture, one of 
wh om appears to be a 
woman ? It seems m o re 
likely that the picture was 
taken post-war, p ossibly at 
St Diz ier in France, which 
would m ean that the aircraft 
were originally part of KG 
101 

122: This captured Mistel 3 
conibination made use of 
Fw 190A-8 WNr. 961243 
and Ju BBG-10 WNr. 
460066. These long-fuselage 
versions of the Ju 88 had 
been intended as long-range 
'destroyers' but in the event 
as they were only completed 
late in 1944, it seems most 
were converted Lo M istel use. 
Part of the Ju 88's WNr. can 
be seen repeated on the Fw 
190'.s fuselage. Both aircraft 
appear to be virtually brand 
new. Bernburg, April 1945 
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ried out at Detfeld, two of the missiles being needed to 
destroy small power stations, six to destroy larger. The 
original plan was to Dy from airfields in East Prussia, but 
later Oranienburg, Parcbim, Lanz, Maricnche and 
Peenemiinde had to be substituted. 

The idea of the knock-out blow was revived in De
cember 1944, when the plan was expanded in scope and 
re-scheduled for the spring of 1945 this time using the 
Mistletoe combinations. 

EISEN HAMMER 
On 9 N ovembcr 1943 an unusual report named Sudie; 

Kampf gegen die Russiche Rustungs-lndu.strie (Plan for 
an attack on the Russian Armaments Industry) by the 
Luftwaffe Operations Staff adversely criticised the Air 
Force. It began: "This is essentially a critical survey of 
the slralegy of Lhe German Luftwaffe, together with a 
plan to divert at least part of the air force from its origi
nal mission of direct support of ground forces to a well
coordinated attack on the USSR's armaments industry". 
Details of the plan followed in great detail. The report 
discounted previous plans to attack the Russian electric
ity supply indust.ry. Al the time the US 8th Bomber Com
mand was concentrating its efforts to destroy the Ger
man armaments industry and, to some extent, succeed
ing, although incurring heavy losses of aircraft particu
larly as they headed for England under constant attack 
by German fighters. The OKL realised that any such at
tacks by the Luftwaffe against Soviet armaments facto
ries would leave their bombers open to similar attack on 
the return journey, necessarily long since the Soviets had 
relocated many factories at great distances from the Ger
man bases. 

Nonetheless, the Operations Staff prepared a highly 
detailed plan for an attack on the Russian arms industry 
under the cover-name EISENHAMJ'vlER (Iron Ham
mer). SeveraJ \vrilers have made much oI Hus plan, mainly 
perhaps because there is so much material in existence. 
When the offensive strength oI Lhe Luftwaffe was tem
porarily unused, annihilation raids were launched against 
the nearer factories at Voronezh, Saratov and Grozny in 
the summer of 1943. with numerous assaults on Lenin
grad , \Vith good results. Because the German air bases 
were continually being pushed back, some of the larger 
targets of enemy armamenl were beyond t.he range of 
the Luftwaffe bombers in service. It was evident that the 
most favourable opportunities for attack had been missed. 
111c report assumed a staggeringly high increase in the 
number of com bat aircraft available to the Soviets by 
January 1944, listing 19 airframe plants and seven aircraft 
engine plants. 

Although it was seen that destruction of the electric 
power supply would bring the most lasting resulls, it was 
suggested that six Gruppen of He 111 and Do 217 (in
cluding I.he 111./KG 200) and two Gruppen oI Ju 88s would 
suffice to damage the supply industry by 50 per cent. For 
attacks on the aircraft industry no firm proposals were 
made but it was assumed that these would take place at 
the same Lime as the strikes against the power supply, 
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using the He 177 and .Ju 290, this aircraft having the great
est range of all the bombers. 

For some time Professor Dr Steinmann, advisor to the 
RLM, had still insisted that air attacks should be made 
against the power industry. At the end of October 1944 
he negotiated through Goebbels to obtain 100 cbm of 
motor transport fuel whkh Goring agreed to exchange 
for aviation spirit - this in itself shows the degree of dif
ficulty experienced by KG 200 in obtaining assistance -
to enable 16 He l 77s under command of the Il./KG 200 
to attack power plants at Wolkovstroy, Lake Ladoga, the 
Volga Lake dam and Uglitsch. The Stab 11.Gruppe, how
ever, estimated that 250 cbm of fuel would be needed for 
flight training and engine testing. Meanwhile Prof. Stein
mann developed a special bomb for use against dams 
named the 'SommerbaJlon-Summer I3alloon', a device 
similar to the 'bouncing bomb' invented by Barnes-Wallis 
for use by the RAF against Lhe Ruhr dams. This, he pro
posed, would supplement the use of the Mistel aircraft. 

The suggested attack by Luftflotte 6 would be carried 
out in a moonlight period in winter at dawn. KG 200 
would receive verbal orders. The aircraft for use against 
power plants in the Moscow-Upper Volga region would 
be Mis tel 2 and 3, 100 being completed by February 1945, 
and the Brv11000F (the Sommer Ballon) where the ice 
remained on the surface of the dams of the hydro-elec
tric plants. Besides a flare-dropping (Beleuchter) Staff el 
further flare-dropping units were to be attached to KG 
200, as were additional He 177s and their crews. Ulti
malely ElSENHAMMER,delayed by atrocious weather, 
was abandoned because of insufficient fuel to ensure that 
operational range requirements could be met. 



123: Men1bers of 5. and 6.1 
KG 200 discuss the pro
posed Mistel mission against 
the docks at Antwerp 
against a backdrop of Ju 
880-1 WNr. 714652. Talk
ing (with back to cam era) to 
a Kriegsmarine liaison of
ficer is Oblt f/erbert Pilz 
Staffelkapitiin of 5. (Bel.)/ 
KG 200. On extrenie left is 
Hptm Kurt Capesius, 
K ommandeur of //./KG 
200, next Fw Rudi Riedl, 
fourth is Obit Balduin Pauli, 
Staffelkapitiin of 6./K G 200 

124: A starboard side view 
of the same Mistel 2 combi
nalion as seen in photo 118. 
The Fw 190 carries an illeg
ible Werk Nummer on its 
fin, while the Ju 88 appears 
to be finished with an addi
tional overs pray of 82 or 83 
over its nightfighter finish 

125 Below: Another M istel 
2 combination found aban
doned at Gardelegen in May 
1945. The Fw 190 is prob
ably an A -8 model, the Ju 88 
is a G. Both appear lo be in 
the late-war f inish with 
unpainted undersides 
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OSTTRUPPEN 
The betrayed 

During the 1930s the Nazis gave support and protec
tion to refugees from the devastation and famine of 
Stalin's oppression in the Ukraine. In Germany the 
emigres set up a Ukrainska Povstanchieska Arm,ya 
(Ukrainian Insurgent Army) with official approval. Sev
eral hundred of Lhese Ukrainians were encouraged lo join 
the SS, despite its 'Aryan' requirement for entry. It \Vas 
planned to place these people in positions of authoriLy 
follmving the inevitable invasion of the Soviet Union. 

After the first successes of IlARilAROSSA, the Ger
mans recruited tens of thousands of Ukrainians into a 
'Ukrainian Freedom Legion', to serve in construction and 
transport units in support of the \Vehrmacht. By the end 
of 194l there were some 200,000 men in the Ukrainian 
brigades. Russian prisoners of war and civilians were also 
persuaded or coerced into becoming auxiliary troops -
within a few days 15,000 Red Army soldiers deserted in 
response to 'Silberstreif' (Silver Streak), the dropping of 
millions of leaflets behind the Soviet lines. In 
Heeresgrnppe Tvfilte (Anny Group Centre) lhe heavy 
losses of late 1941 were partly offset by drafting these 
Hi lfswillige or 'Hiwi' 'auxibary volunteers' into combat
ant units with German officers. 

Espionage and other clandestine operations had been 
entirely the preserve of Adrn Canaris's Abwchr until the 
formation in Fe bruary 1942 or ·zeppelin ' Sonder
kommandos (special detachments) by SS-Standarten
fuhrer Reinhard H eydrich's Sicherheitsdienst AmtVl, the 

department of Hjmmler's RSHA wllich controlled also 
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the Gestapo and Kripo, the secret and crimtnal police 
forces. The 'Zeppelin' units reported to SS-Stunnbann
.filhrer Dr Hengelhaupt and, through him , to the RSHA 
and the Oberkommando der \\/ehrmacht. 

In March 1942, Oherst Reinhard Gehl en became head 
of Premde lleere Ost section of the military intelligence 
department of the OK\V, which was gradually taking prec
edence as an intelligence-gathering agency over t he 
Abwchr. 

The Abwehr h ad set up 'Frontaufklarungs
kommandos' for recon naissance and sabotage behind the 
Russian lines, their headquarters cover named 'Walli I' , 
'II' and 'III', the last operating detachments of troops in 
Red Army uniforms in order to confuse Soviet Army and 
partisan units. 

llitler 's acceptance in principle of allo\ving 'Ostvolk ' 
or 'Eastern People' to \Vear German uniforms was taken 
up by the Wehrmacht and WafJen SS to allow the forma
tion of 'ethnic lc.gions' to serve as coastal defence units 
or for garrison du ties by which means they could keep 
the civilian population of occupied countries in check. It 
may be unpopular in these days of racial equality to sug
gest that the Russian Ukrainian and Galician Osttruppen 
of Christian belief were less feared than the true 'Turkic' 
Moslem troops from the south-cast, from Azerbaijan and 

126 A bove: A rare photowaph of Germon agents shortly before 
!hey changed into nalive garb preparatory lV a parachute drop into 
enemy territory from an aircraft of 2. Versuchverband Ob.d. Lor 1./ 
KG 200. Several appear to be of'ii.t.rkic or non-German origin 



Turkestan, who were used without care or compassion 
against smal l civilian communities in France 'pour encour
ager les autres '. 

Tn Septemher 1942, Feldmarschall Ewald von Kleist, 
whose part of Heeresgruppe B headed the southward 
th rust. towards the Caucasus and the Baku oilfields, wrote 
of the wide, empty lands east of the Black Sea: 

"'These vast spaces depress me. And the vast horde of 
people! We are lost if \'Ve don't win them over." 
Whal, indeed, lo do with these non-German Ostvolk?, 

regarded under the racial policy of the Nazis as sub-hu
man. Many were simply recruited to provide those same 
Nazis with ready-made armies to fight Stalin's regime i.e. 
the Red Army with its multi-racial background and con
tent. 

Geh len reorganised Fremde Heere Ost and agreed 
with Heydrich and Canaris their respective fields of ac
t ivity. Gehlen's teams of interrogators began working in 
the camps where Ukrainians, Cossacks, Georgians, Tar
tars and prisone rs of other races were held. From these 
people, Fremdevolkischen (foreign peoples) units were 
fonned, later to be expanded into 'Ethnic Legions' mainly 
employed against partisans in the hinterland of the Ger
man rear areas in the East. Gehlen soon took over the. 
running of the Abwehr 'Walli' units and established a I. 
\Vulfheide a centre for training Red Anny officers as 
agents, under the command of Oberst Alexis von Roenne, 
Head of the FHO Group TIT. From the flood of Soviet 
deserters and prisoners, thousands were recruited into 
Hivvi units. Proposals to form an army of Russians to fight 
against the Soviet armies were turned down by Hitler 
when he took over supreme command of the Wehrmacht 
on 19 December 1941, but this did not interfere with the 
OKW a11owing the continuing formation of battalions of 
Osttruppen, this term later r eplacing the name 
Hi lfswilli ge. 

Red Army General Andrei Andreyevitch Vlasov was 
taken prisoner after his Second Shock Army was annihi
lated on the Yolkhov River in Julv 1942. When Stalin an-

"' 
nounced automatic sentence of death for treason of all 
Soviet prisoners in German hands, Ylasov and other sen
ior officers were permitted by the Oberkommando des 
Heeres to form an organisation to fight alongside Lhe 
Germans for the liberation of the Russian people from 
Soviet rule. Ylasov set up a Slaff for the Russian Libera
tion Army (Russkaya Osvoboditcl 'nya Armiya - ROA) 
which he was tol.d would be expanded to some 200,0UO 
men unde r his command. 

AlthouP:h he was assured that the ROA would be re-
" 

quired to fight alongside the \iVehrmacht only to free the 
Russian people from oppression, this was a deception. 
Some 825,000 men of these large.ly Islamic Ostvolk were 
embodied. Samuel Mitcham, the American bistorian, has 
li sted Karachoevs, Kabardines, Ossets. Ingushts, 
Azerbaijan is, Kalmuks, Uzbeks and Cossacks. Many were 
incorporated into the Anny of Liberation under Gen 
Vlasov. 

In l'\ovember 1942 the Soviet counter-offensive be
gan and during the next two months drove back the Ger-

man armies to the Don, leaving only Stalingrad as a Ger
man pocket behind the Russian lines. 

When Hitler was persuaded that some Ost-Legion
naires on the Eastern Front hod deserted lo the parti
sans, on 10October1943 he ordered all Osttruppen to be 
transferred to the West. By this time there were 78 
Ostbataillone, 122 separate Kompanien and numerous 
o ther units incorporated into the Wehrmacht, in all some 
half-million men. The Ostbataillone, including those al
ready formed of the ROA, were lo be exchanged for 
German battalions or attached to German regiments 
manning lhe static defences along the Channel Coast. 
Umvilling to lose a large part of its 'effective' manpower, 
by means of subterfuge lhe OK H retained many of the 
Osttruppen in the East. TI1e transfer of units to France, 
Italy and Denmark was supposedly completed by 28 Janu
ary 1944. During the spring a 'Special Employment' Di
visional Staff 136 was estahlished at Lyon to administer 
to the Ostbataillone in France, which were to be employed 
for operations against I.he various Resistance organisa
tions combined into the Forces Francaises de l'Interieur. 
Author Antonio Munuz identified I.he units as formed 
from a 'Legionnaire Bataillon ' of Freiv•:illiger from the 
Soviet Caucasus. ln some places Osllruppen deserted and 
joined maquisards and in mid-May some 50 Cossacks 
made arrangemenl.;; to desert to the Vercors, but their unit 
was transferred to the north of France. Allied Intelligence 
reported that Armenian troops p ie.inned, 'when the time 
was ripe ', to turn their weapons against the German op
pressor. 

Meanwhile. Oberkommando West considered occu
pying the natural redouht formed hy the high plateau of 
the Vercors, south-west of Grenoble, where some 3,900 
men of I.he FFI were assembled to th reaten the rear of 
the German 19th Army stationed in the back country of 
Provence. The basic elements of an unfolding tragedy 
which was to involve KG 200 in probably its most con
troversial operation, albeit mostly in a ground role, were 
beginning to come together. 
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RISING IN THE WEST 
Montagnards 

As the sole ground operation of any size carried out 
by KG 200, the operation against the French resistance 
on the Vercors is worthy of closer study, as it involved 
combined air and ground forces. 

In the Occupied Zone of France, there were three 
Heeresgebeiten (Arn1y Areas): Nordost, Nordwest and 
Sudwestfrankreich, in each of which an Oberfeld
kommandantur (Regional Military Command) ensured 
control by the Militarbefehlshaber in Frankreich, 
Gen. Oberst Karl-Heinrich von Stulpnagel. 

On 12 November 1942, after the Allied landings in 
North Africa, the Germans broke the terms of the Armi
stice Agreement with Petain's Vichy Government and, 
fo1Iowing a long-standing plan, 'Anton', moved their 
forces into key areas of the hitherto unoccupied 'Zone 
Libre' of France in operation ATTILA. There, in Decem
ber, a new Heeresgebiet-Sudfrankreich -Army Region 
of Southern France - commanded by Gen. Lt Niehoff, 
imposed the will of the Military Government on French 
industry and civil adn1inistration 

In December 1942, Pierre Dalloz, one-time editor of 
La Montagne, the periodical of the Club Alpin Francais, 
proposed to Jean Moulin, Gen de Gaulle's emissary to 
the partisan groups in France, a plan to use the Vercors 
Plateau as a fortress. Following the eventual return of 
Al1ied annies to France, this redoubt might be held by 
irregular forces for four or five days, long enough for air
borne troops to be set down to attack the enemy's lines 
of communication in the Rhone Valley. 
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The Vercors is the westernmost part of the Alpes du Dau
phine, south-west of Grenoble; a massif 50 km by 25 km 
bounded by the valleys of the rivers Isere,Drome and Drac. 
This plateau is surrounded by sheer limestone cliffs and, on 
the eastern flank, by peaks up to 2,100 m, their slopes cov
ered by the most extensive forests in western Europe. 

The proposal was approved and cover-named 
MONTAGNARDS, the name of the de1nocratic party in 
the 1791 Republican Assembly. The plan was (1) to use 
the plateau simply as a base for raids on enemy commu
nications and as a hiding-place for the Resistance organi
sation Corps Francs, or (2) a n1ore ambitious project to 
destroy roads into the Plateau and to establish periph
eral defences within which large numbers of men and 
quantities of supplies could be dropped. Dalloz noted that 
" ... the Vercors should be involved only at some previ
ously arranged moment, preferably just before an Allied 
landing from the Mediterranean" and that landing zones 
on the Vercors "must at first provide for the parachutage 
of arn1s and above all, as J-Day draws near, the landing 
of airborne troops". 

127 Above: A Reggiane Re 2002, BN+ YB, Black 2, originally of the 
Italian Regia Aeronautica and taken over by Geschwader Bongart. 
It is shown here as it was found at Lyon-Bron in mid-1944 after 
withdrawal from central France. Most production Re 2002s were 
finished in overall dark green to Italian requirements which is prob
ably still being carried, heavily weathered. A small WNr. , 1136, can 
just be seen on the fin. This is almost certainly the manufacturer's 
construction number. The fuselage cross is non-standard 



128: Grenoble; the ~1iew to 
the southwest olonR the 
River Isere to the northern 
slopes of the Vercors plateau 

129: A Merlin-engined 
RAF Halifax uf 624 St1uad
ron at Blida, its homh-hays 
loadP.d with supply contain
ers fur a n ight drop into 
southern Trance 

130: The French tricnlnur 
bein,f{ raised during a cer
emony by che FPI on 25 
.lww 7944 at St. Morrin-en
Vercors. 'J'he flag-raising 
was followed hy a mardz 
past of many of the French 
resistance fighters, many of 
whom had been profes
sional mountain troops 
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Consent was obtained from de Gaulle's Bureau Cen
tral de Renseignements et d'Action (Central Office of 

Intelligence and Operations) and Allied HQ in London. 
After confirmation by the BBC Foreign Service on 25 

February 1943: "Les montagnards doivent continuer a 

gravir les cimes" (The highlanders must keep on scaling 

the peaks), a Comite Clandestin du Vercors was formed 
to prepare for action. Sites for the reception of parachute 

drops were provisionally selected, near Villard-de-Lans 
in the north-east, in the Foret de Lente in the west and 

near Vassieux-en-Vercors in the south; one, code-named 
'Gabin', to be the landing ground for MONTAGNA RDS. 

At the beginning of 1943 the RSHA, dissatisfied with 
the lack or co-operation from the French police in seek

ing out dissident elements, set up units of SD (Security 
Service) and SP (Sicherheitspolizei - Security Police) 

throughout France. Petain's Government responded by 
forming a similar service, the Mil ice Frani;;aise, and later 

detached the Groupes 11obiles de Reserve, motorised sec

tions of the Police de Securite, to operate alongside the 
military wing of the Milice, the Franc-Gard, against the 
growing Resistance movement. 

At Lyon a Kommando der Sipo und SD, or 'Einsatz
kommando', (Operational Detachment) was established 

\Vi th a staff of SD officers and French agents. Commanded 
by SS Ohersturm.fii.hrer Dr \Verner Knab, the KDS I ,yon 

was to play a significant part against the Resistance. In 
south-eastern France all anti-partisan operations would 

be controlled by HVSt 590 which in June became 

Oberfeldkonunandantur (Regional Military HQ) 590. 

By 1943, there were maquisards already in camps on 
the Plateau, united to form a single Resistance du Vercors. 

Most of the camps had a cadre of trained soldiers, ex
mountain troops such as Chasseurs Alpins or Cuirassiers, 

officered by Armee Secrete and under strict military dis
cipline. 

The Resistance suffered two severe blmvs in June 1943, 

'vhen Gen Delestraint, the head of De Gaulle's secret 
army in France, was arrested in Paris and Moulin was be
trayed to the G estapo C hef of th e KDS Lyon, SS 

Obersturmfuhrer Klaus Barbie, later known as the 
'Butcher of Lyon'. 

The fFI (Forces Fran~aises de l'Interieur i.e. Resist
ance) Military Delegate Region 1, Rhone-Alpes, was com
manded by Col Henri Zeller; the Vercors commander was 

Cdt Huct and the civil administrator, Eugene Chavant, a 

founder of th e 11aquis. Their Staff feared that 
MONTAGNARDS would be abandoned after the loss or 

Moulin and Delestrnint so Chavant \\:as taken by subma
rine to Algiers, by this time the 'capital ' of Free France. 
He returned on 7 June with a rather vague document signed 

by Jacques SousteUe, Secretary-General of the Comite 

d'Action en France, dated 30 May: "ADVICE. The poli
cies set out in February 1943 by G en V (Delestraint) ror 
the organisation of the Vercors remain valid." 

Bv the end of 1943, the Vercors was largely under 
R esistance control and Prench military commanders and 

civil administrators bad been appointed. Following ab

duction of sightseeing German officials on 19 January 

102 

1944, a German motorised unit burned a deserted Re

sistance base at Les Baraques-en-Vercors in the north
ern zone of the Plateau. 

Now the OK W had determined to destroy the Maquis 
- the French Resistance - before the Allies landed, to 

avoid fighting in the rear, as had become almost a rou
tine on the Eastern Front where the partisans had, in e f

fect, a trained and well-equipped army. The mountains 
offered the Maquis a base and a refuge, but also a trap. 

To the Pla teau de Glieres east of Annecy came numer
ous soldiers and civilians, supplied \vith arms enough to 
equip 5,000 men. The policy of the SOE and the com

bined Resistance headquarters was to create an 'ahsces 

de fixation ' to hold down German troops, but on 2611arch 
1944, Gen Lt Karl Pflaum's 157 Reserve Inf. Div and SS 
units allacked the plateau, supported from the air. One 

hundred and eighty prisoners were taken, to become sub
ject of a quarrel between the Kommando 

Sicherheitsdienst Lyon and the French collaborationist 

Vlilice who \1v·ere less inclined to be brutal. Subsequent 
action to seek out the partisans in surround1ng villages 
began under the name of PRUHLING (Springtime). At 

St.Claude, Obersturm-bannfuhrer Klaus Barbie, heading 
Gestapo (Amt-1\/) required men of ages 18-45 to regis

ter, then a search began; 204 hideaways were found, 23 
arrests were made and 148 Frenchmen krned. 

l'vlany in the population of the 'Zone Libre' had sim
ply adapted to a different way of life than they had known 

before the war, vv·ith some restrictive conditio ns on trade 

and business, but rural life was Little altered. ATTILA, 

the fulJ German occupation of Vichy France, which be
gan on 12 November 1943, changed every aspect of life; 

the subsequent call-up of men to \Vork for Germany, 

deCirly almost as slave labour, brought a realisation among 
the urban population of their vulnerability to the whims 
of loca l German (and particularly SS) commanders. 

Guerilla war in France 
6 June 1944 - OVERLORD; American, British and 

Canadian armies landed on the coast of Normandy. In 

spite of 'uncertain' weather a few 1vlc 410 and Bf 109 re
connaissance aircraft had recorded the movement of 

transport and watched the gradual assembling of ship
ping of all kinds in the estuaries and small ports 0£ south
western England. Simultaneous coverage of all ports 

would, of course, provide a lr ue record count of the total 

tonnage, so the aircraft made sorties on alternate days. 
There appeared to be no pattern in t·he shipping move

ments until late April. On the 25th reconnaissance showed 
234 Landing Craft, Tank (LC:rl '), 254 smaller vessels, 170 

Landing Craft, Infantry (LCI) and 15 transports capable 

of lifting 70,000 men at Portsmouth, Selsey and South

ampton, indicating very clearly to the OK\.V that the Al
lies would attack towards Brit tany and Normandy despite 

a long sea-crossing. 
There was no con fi_rmation from the Abwehr's 'turned' 

agents and no special action was taken to counter the 
threat. British radio-deception teams won a grea t victory 

by persuading the OKW of the formation of FUS AG, the 



fiction;:il Fir l US Army Group, in East Anglia and of an 
Infantry Divisio n in Scotland. These imaginary forces 
appeared lo Lhe German Oberkommando to be set for a 
landing o n the coast of the Pas de Calais and perhaps in 
Denmark, rather too close to the Fatherland for ease of 
mind . So the Army held back from committing a ll avail
able units tn combat the 1\ormandy beachheads and , al
though an A llied landing on the Mediterranean coast of 
France was deemed a certainty, forces in the south \Vere 
re-deployed and several formations were called upon to 
fight in t he north. 

Shortly after the Landings in ~ormandy, in the south
west of France SS Ohersturmbannfi1hrer Lammerding's 
2.SS-Panzer Division ('Das Reich') began its move to jo in 
the batt le in t he north, harassed by smaLJ R esistance 
groups. On 9 June, a detachment was sent to Tulle to 
rescue the German g;n rison which was suffering griev
ous casualties (139 killed). The detachment hanged 99 and 
deported 101 townspeople in reprisal, a taste of things to 
follow. Within the terms of the Hague Convention of 1907 
'concerning the T .a ws and Customs of War on Land', the 
taking and execution of hostages is permitted" in reprisal 
for violent acts hy I.he populalion of an occupied country". 
It is surprising to find that Germany still held to this Con
vention , a lbe it in an extreme way. In fact , one aim of re
prisal was to introduce young new recruits to the horrors 
of tota l warfare, as practised by the Wallen-SS. The fol
lowing day a special detachment under instruct ions fro m 
SS Oherslurmhannfohrer Ollo Dickman (1. Btl, 'D er 
Flihrer' Rgt) set off for St. Junicn, 30 km from Limoges. 
The small convoy was supposed l.o be carrying Divisional 
R ecords, but the vehicles, with a guard of ten men, car
ried 600 kg of gold and valuables looted by a few of the 
Divisional Staff but not 'officially' recorded. During the 
day, Sturmhann.filhrer He lmut Karnp£e, commander of the 
3. Btl was k idnapped by a Resistance unit, t ake n to 
Ljmoges and later shol. 

Ily chance the ' loot' convoy under Sturmbannfahrer 
Bruno Walter also was ambushed by a group of seven 
partisans who were heading for sabotage o perations at 
Nieul. Only one German survived and the surprise find 
of booty was hurriedly taken away to be h jdden. The next 
morning a furious Lammerding summoned Dickman to 
Limoges and told him of the two disasters. TI1ey presumed 
that the gold had been taken to the nearnsl large village, 
O radour-sur-Ulane, so Dickman (with only 12 hours be
fore the Division was to move on) was given the task of 
finding it. The 3.Kompanie (under Hauptsturmbannfuhrer 
Kahn) with 120 men , two half-tracks and eight trucks, and 
two Prench Milice members as interpreters, found the 
burnt-out remains of Walter 's convoy and Lurned off to 
Oraduur. Dickman told Kahn only that they were look
ing for arms and ' prohibited merchandise'. Nobody in 
Oradour could give answers to the questioning so the 
interprete rs we re k illed and the I.mops began searching 
the village for the non-existent 'merchandise.' The men 
and boys were shot and t he women and children herded 
into the church which was set on fire. Almost the entire 
population died - 642 shot or burned and I.he news 

was known throughout France within a few hours. Troni
ca Uy, there were a large number of conscripted French
men from Alsace-Lorraine within the ranks of'Das Reich' 
al this lime. 

The destruction of Oradour was on a scale not previ
ously found in the Wesl, all.hough such brutal measures 
\'ii·ere conunonplace on the Eastern Front. The action, sup
posedly in retaliation for the loss of Kampfe, caused a 
reaction of fear but also loathing for a ll t hings G erman. 
As a resull , when small German non-combatant units 
began heading eastwards after Hitle r's order to form a 
new defensive line closer lo G ermany, many were am
bushed , their members often tortured and most were shot. 
Their documents, lo the distress of Later writers, were 
burned in their vehicles or scattered through the h ills and 
forests of Languedoc and Limousin. 

A number of writers have belittled the activities of 
the FFT. Tn some cases this has been j ustified for many 
Frenchmen who had little contact with the Resistance 
organisations or Look no part in I.heir operations later 
claimed to have been fighters for freedom or to have pro
vided under-cover support. ln fact, many Resistance 
groups became thorns in the flesh of the Wehrmacht hy 
threatening sabot.age of industrial , rail and hydro-elec
tric installations. In some cases they besieged small Ger
man garrisons prot ecting Lhose installa tions and there in
dependent uni ts of Luftwaffe paratroops were used to 
re lieve the beleaguered guard units. The Kommando 
Schafer was held in readiness for such 'special operatio ns'. 

S.0.2, the operational section o f the Special Opera
tio ns Executive, was set up by Britain's War Cabinet on 
19 July 1940 with t he inten t to '"set E urope ablaze'', arm
ing and coordinating partisan groups in France. SOE in
tended these grnups to (!Cl in concerl with liberating Al
lied Armies but, when SO-SOE was re-formed in May 
1944 as Special Forces HO, answerable to the Supreme 
H e adquarte r s Allie d E xpeditionary Force, SHAEF 
changed the intention, choosing lo call o ut the \Vhole of 
the French Resistance when the Normandy landings be
gan. This action caused confusion and misunderstanding 
between the several agencies concerned with clandestine 
activities in Fra n ce, SO.E's r (french) an d RF 
(Republique Fran~aise) Sections, Gen de G aulle 's Bureau 
Central and M.T.6, Br itain 's Secre t Intelligence Service. 

Thus far, the Allies had paid little attention to the 
Vercors, although severa I drnps hatl been made in Drome 
of men (H01'10) and weapons (ARMA). The first drop 
of weapons to I.be Vercurs was made by a Halifax of 161 
Sqn RAF on 13 November 1943, to Darbounouse, o n the 
eastern fl ank o f the p latea u, but the stores were spread 
over a wide area in deep snow. A few days later, radio
loeating vehicles enabled the Germ;ms Lo entrap al St. 
Martin the two operators in contact with London and Al
giers. Communications with the Vercors were broken un
til members of an M.1.6/SOE team, UNION, landed at 
'Agonie' (Eymeu.x) on 5 January, reaching the pla teau on 
the 7th. 

During the early months of 1944 the Haliraxes of three 
RAF squadrons continued dropping agents ('Joes') and 
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materiel into France, so the enemy increast<l the severity 
or lhe 'ra tissages', intending to deter the civilian popula
tion from supporting the 'terrorists'. 

After a Resistance raid on the rail depot at Les Portes 
de Valence on 28 Januarv, Gen-LL Karl Pflaum took charge 
of all an ti-partisan operations in the HVSt 590 area. 

On 9 March a drop \Vas made to 'Sevi lle' (Peyrus) on 
Lhe western slopes, then an urgent request from UNION's 
Cdt Pierre Fourcaud for supplies brought about a <lrop 
of containers and packages to Gabin by 12 Halifaxes of 
138 Sqn on 10/11 :rvrarch; of machine-guns to ·cnu pe
Papier Paper Knife ' on the 16th and to 'Papier-Gommc 
- Eraser' on 9 April. News of the drops cause<l the en
emy such concern that, on 16April,1,000 Milice cordoned 
off the plateau and occupied Vassieux in an a ttempt to 
discover the caches of arms. For some weeks, drops in the 
region were confined to the Dromc Valley, except for those 
to 'Banane Banana' (Combovin) in the south-west. 

On 4April the Comit6 d 'Action Militaire incorporale<l 
the diverse R esistance headquarters under the authority 
of Gen Marie-Pierre Koenig, named C-in-C oft he Forces 
Franc;aises de l' ln lerie ur. The FFI and all other French 
Forces were declared to be under the Supreme Com
mander, HQ A llie<l Expeditionary Force, Gen Dwight 
Eisenhower. Koenig informed his commande rs: 

"Yuu must accept orders only signed by me for all mat
ters directly concerned ~"'·ith FF! means of operations 
and orders for arrack. This does not alter the instruc
tions and p lans already issued for 'J '. These are still to 
be carried out when alerted by the BBC phrases already 
agreed." 

OVERLORD 
OVERLORD, originally planned for May 1944, was 

conceived as a 'hammer-blow' with a compl ementary 
landing on the soul hern coast of rrance, umvisely named 
ANVIL. Because it regufred the release of troops from 
Italy the landing, rename<l DRAGOON, was postponed 
until August. The delay allowed the Germans to counter 
threa ts to I.he Rhone Valley in the rear of Gen Weisc's 
19.Armee occupying the countryside of Provence. 

Previo usly O lio Skorzeny had thoroughly reconnoi
tred several areas in connection with reports which were 
required as to the suitability of mountain areas in central 
and southern France for siting mountain redoubts for the 
OKH. None had I.he security of road communications 
sufficient to keep them free from partisan attack without. 
complete con t.m l in the air and that could not possibly be 
maintained against the Anglo-American ajr power avai 1-
ablc in :'-forth Africa and cen traJ .lla ly. Of course, the pos
sibilit ies had not been lost on the Direction of the French 
Resistance movements, who saw military opportunities 
in the Northern Alps or plateau of Vercors in the case nf 
an Allied landing on I.he Mediterranean coast. 

Enter Geschwader Bongart 
On 15 April Gen-Lt Fritz von Brodowski became com

mander of HVSt 588. The same <lay, the Ill. and IV. 
Gruppen of Fliegerzielgeschwader (Aerial Target Wing) 

104 

2, which provi<le<l services for anti-aircraft gunnery train
ing in the \Vest, were formed into an ad hoc air uni t un
der the command of Oberst Hermann Freiherr von dem 
llongart, Offizier fur Sonderauftrage (special missions) 
at Luftflotte 3 in Paris. Equipment of this 'Geschwader 
Bongart' , based at Bourges. included a variety of light 
aircraft suitable to be used only where there was no Al
lied air opposition, Bf 109 and Bf 110 fighte rs, Ju 88 bomb
ers and Reggiane Re 2002 Ariete 11 fighter-bombers for 
ground attack. The Stab and the 8./FZG 2 were stationed 
at Bourges and nearhy Liss<ly-Lochy at the beginning of 
June, then were moved to Nancy with seven Re 2002s tn 
support the army in optntlions against the Resistance. It 
should be noted that despite its special status, this uni t 
was not part of KG 200. 

The Order of Battle for Luftflottc 3 immediately af
ter D-Day shows Luftlandegeschwa<ler 1and2 as having 
some 430 aircraft deployed to airfields in southern and 
central France. The Stah I ,LG 1 was stationed at Nancy 
and most of the aircraft of the Gruppcn were held at the 
d isposa l of t he loosely-termed 'Transport Staffeln 
rallschirmjager,' Nancy. In all, there were 52 Do 17 gl ider 
tugs and 187 DFS 230A assa ult gliders of the LLG 1, 114 
He llls and 53 Go 242 transport ghders available for 
anit-panisan operations under the direction of the 'Armee 
Oberkommando Nancy'. 

By late June, the Geschwader held 35 Re 2002s taken 
over by the Luftwaffe. of which 22 were operational. Unit.;; 
of the Geschwader hegan anti-partisan operations frorn 
airfields in eastern and central France early in July and a 
tactical command post was set up by Lhe Geschwader 
llongart to control Valence-Chabeuil. TI1ere, Ju 88A-14 
torpedo-bombers of the I I ./ KG 26 were joined by a 
number of aircraft from the Ill./KG 26 for anti-part isan 
operations. 

When OVERLORD began on 6 June 1944, the Brit
i.sh asked how the Maquis in the south-east might sup
port DRAGOON. Taken to London, D alloz explained 
the MONTAGNA RDS p lan, insisting that "if the Yercors 
card must be played" it should be only after landings i 11 

the South, hut a message," I ,e Chamois des Alpes bondit" 
(The Alpine chamois is leaping), had already called out 
the Maquis at Vercors. 

On 13 June, SlIAEF was persuaded that th e Resist
ance could play a major part in the liberation of France. 
Machine-guns dropped near La Chapelle-en-Vercors on 
13 June and to Meaudre the next day were in action within 
hours and on 18 June the US Eighth Army Air Force al
located the 3rd Air Division's 180 Boeing H-l7s lo air 
supply. 

In Normandy, by July 1944, the American , British and 
Canadian Armies were engaged in a battle of attrition 
against Romme l's H eeresgruppe R. Although the 
O berkommando der \Vehrmacht was still unce rtain 
whether the Allies would make another landing in France 
or Denmark, Lhey had no doubt there would soon be an 
invasion of the South of France. 

T he F and RF Sections of SOE and o ther :tvfaquis 
groups were unjted to form a single comman<l under Gen 



131: French resistance 

lroops marching past on 
parade. St. 1Warti11 -en
Vncors, 25 .lune 1944 

132: US 94th fJomb Wing 
B -17s dropping wpplies 
onto the Vercors during 
Operation CAD / LLAC, 
early morning. l 4 July 1944 

133: A C-47 Dakota uf the 
801 st Bomb Group (II) 
(Pmvisional), 8th USAAF 
The 'Carpelbagger' Special 
Duties squadrons of the Rth 
11ir Force •·vere based at 
Hurrington, North.ants. Al
though constantly in sup

port of the Resistance in 
northern France, they were 
only rnarginafly in vvlved 
with the Vercors. On 7 .Tilly 
Lt Col Clifford Heflin, the 
Group CO, jlew a C-47 of 
the 406th !JS co Tzen o re 
(A in) to deli ver anoth er 
member of' Union ' and two 

m embers of 'Eucalypws'. 
The agents were then taken 
in disguiSf! hy road to the 
Vercors; reaching there on 
IO July 
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de Gaul le on 1 J uly; a new headquarters called the Etat
major des Forces Franqaises de l 'Inte rie ur ( EMFFI), re
sponsible to his Provisional Go vernment for policy but 
to SIIAEF for operations. No provisio n was made for 
MONTAGNAR DS in SHAEr plan ning for OVER
LORD or by All ied Forces HQ Mediterranean, planning 
DRAGOON. 

By late July 1944 the attention of t he press covering 
the European rl 'heii I.re of Operations was centred on the 
A llies' lack of progress in Normandy. Little heed was paid 
to operations hy German forces besieging the Massif du 
Vercors where the Resistance- had taken control. 

Longman ·s Chronicle of the Second World War tells 
ho"v the 'RepubJic of the Vercors' began li(e un 3 July 
1944, when the area was declared 'liberated territorv' and 
occupied by some 3,000 maquisards. The Oerma_ns re
sponded by laying siege Lo the 'republic' with 1,500 troops. 

KG 200's paratroops 
After the Luftwaffe Fallschirmjager p::irachule troops 

suffe red severely in Crete, llitler told their commander, 
Gen Kurt Studen t, "The days of t he paratroops are 
numbered." Al though must 0£ these troops were subor
dina te d to t he army to fight as infantry, the 
Oberkommando der Luftwaffe maintained control of a 
few independent units, 'zur besonde ren Verwemlung'. ln 
passing it should be noted that the terms Fallschirmjager 
and Fallschirmtruppen were applied to a l I Luftwaffe air
borne troops. 

When KG 200 was formed, the Geschwader's 
11.Gruppe, based at Berlin-Finsterwalde, was commanded 
by 1\tJaj llans Jungwirth, veteran of the I./F.TRgt .Sin Tuni
sia, and in corpora Leu his independent unit o f FaUschirm
truppen, set up to develop and operate new weapons 
under the cover name 'Transportkolonne XI-Ost'. 

Luftwaffe troops convicted of military offences were 
offered the o ppo rtun ity of 'redemption by combat ', their 
criminal records being destroyed if they accepted. Those 
given sente nces of lo nger than eight months were offered 
service in a Bewahrungscinhcit (custod ial unit), usually 
a Luftwaffe .Tager-R(l LaiJ lon zb V. In March 1944 i\1aj Fritz 
Stormer of the Stab KG 200 and 1'11aj Schacht from Gen
eral Student's Staff selected volunteers from among mili
tary offenders in the depot of Tangerhutte. These men 
were moved to Dedelstorf to begin train ing as nine-man 
glider assault sections with a rapid-firing MG42, a Mauser 
K98k sniper's rifle Rnu StG44 machine-carbines; the 3. 
Slaff el of 11./KG 200 was thereby expanded to include 
some 350 men. During subse4uenl training a further se
lection took p lace, the final test being a three-day exer
cise without food; any man ex hausted al the finish was 
deemed "of no use to us''. 

By the e nd of May, the Fallsc.:hirmjiiger were ready for 
acLion but, following a disagreement, Kommodore Obersr 
H eigl removed Jungwirth from his post and Obit Schafer 
was hurriedly summo ned on 8 June to command the 1./ 
Il./KG 200 which t h e n becam e the ' Kampfgruppe 
Schafer' , re-named the 7./KG 200 to conform \vith the 
usual Luftv"•affe nume ration. The Kampfgruppe was 
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placed a l the disposal of Luftflotte 3 in Paris, where Oberst 

Heigl and Maj Stormer were tu advise on their deploy
ment. On 11 July llptm Gunther Hurlin was appointed 
Gruppenkornmandeur TI./KG 200 in place of .~1aj 
Jungwirth. 

\Vhilc discussion a nd argument raged about the mo
rali ty and of the technical p roblems involved wi th the 
'special weapons·, the activities ol Lhe I./KG 200 contin
ued, hindered onJy by unrealistic demands from the Tn
telligence agencies and by the wea I.her. Heigl's problems 
with TT. Gruppe partly involved the lack of fuel for devel
opment and training - a result o r 1 he Geschwader being 
apart from the normal Luftflotte supply organisations. 
One part of h is responsibi Ii ties, however, gave no reason 
for complaint; this was the 'Kampfgruppe Schafer' of KG 
200, which surprisingly was the on ly part of the Gruppe 
\vhose opera I.ions \Vere eventually fully successful, a l
though of no outstanding mil ita ry value. 

Friedrich SchUfer was a keen and ambitious officer 
who was known for having writ ten the 'arm-swinging. 
foot-stamping' Lied der Fallschirmjiiger, supposedly a 
'hymn' to enhance the morale o f para1roops about to go 
into action but o11en found as a feature at Hitler Youth 
camps and other semi-social gatherings. 

OhersL H eigl and lvfaj Stormer flew to P aris, to HQ 
Luftflotte 3, to supervise the one-time Traosportkolonne 
XI-Ost while under the control of Gen-Lt V. Brodonski, 
their intention being to ensure that the highly-trained men 
of the 'Kampfgruppe Schafer' were employed as one in
tegrated unit and not used, as were other Luftwaffe para
troops, piecemea I against the well-organised Resistance 
groups threatening or investing small isolated German 
garrisons in Lhe moun tains of central France. 

Later, a captured pilot of the 6./KG 200 related how 
60 fly ing personnel of the II. Gruppe were moved from 
Dedelstorf to Essey-lcs-Nancy early in June, formed into 
'crews' and assigned 17 Do 17E ' tug' aircraft and 14 DFS 
230 assault gliders. These aircraft were seemingly provided 
by Luftlandegeschwader (Air-landing Wing) 1 a t Stras
bo urg-Entzbeim, unde r t he con trol ol Fsj.AOK l at 
Nancy. The men of the 7./KG 200 \Vere taken by Ju 52 to 
Nancy and were there joined by glider-pilots of the I.I 
LLG 1. The captured pilot told how the crews, with no 
experience of towing, were each required lo undertake 
one training flight before flying the aircraft to Lyon-Bron 
early in July and that three tows crashed (a tally at Dijon
Longvic, en route. It is not clear whether or not the pilot's 
information was reliable; veterans or the l./LLG 1 in
sisted that the crews fur the subsequent operation came 
only from their Gruppe. No losses at D ijon are recorded 
in the casualty lists o f KG 200. 

Back to MONTAGNARDS 
M eatnvhi le , oI suppor t for MONTAGNARDS, 

Jacques Soustelle (Secretary-General o f t he Comite 
d'Action en France) lulu de G aulle; 

"a) From the aviation point of view: could we not bring 
hack a 'Picardie' Group now in the Middle E ast, which 



would increase the provision for measures already 
taken? 

b) Could we not ask the Allies lo place aircrafl at the 
dispos<JL of our pilo ts? c) Should we not try to get 
agreement with the Allies ahoul the 1,800 parachut

ists presently at Trapani in Sicily. That a ll these para
troops, well-armed and wcU-trained, came from France 

wou ld be a point of value to the FFT. Could we not 
for m n ew paratroop uni ts in sp it e o f a ll the 

d ifficulties?"' 
Col Henri Zel ler, newly-appoinled to command the 

Arm6c Secrete in the Soulhern Zone, was unaware of 
MONTAGNARDS until he reached the Vercors on 14 
June. He realised that the maleriel already delivered was 

insufficient for those who bad answered SHAEF's orders. 

A call for arms was partly met by drops to P apier-Gomme, 
Coupe-Papicr and Gabin. but the capacity of RAF sup

ply a ircraft (18 in January, increased to ahoul JO in May 
1944) was quite inadequate to meet the needs of the 
Vercors. To la ter commentators, a ceremon ial parade held 

at Sl.Martin-c n-Vercors on 25 .Tune, with enthusiastic 

popular support, implied over-confidence on the part of 
the Vercors HQ. 

TI.1c l JS Eighth Air Force planned a massive escorted 
daylight drop for 22 June, postponed because of unfa

vourable weather. This Operation ZEBRA, took place 

on the 25th, 180 bombers taking part. The dropping 1one 

at Vassieux, Gabin, was renamed Taillc-Crayon' (Pencil 
Sharpener) to accord with the system of related names 

applied tn o ther fields o n the Vercors, a ll names of office 

stationery. 
O n 25 June an enemy col umn from Valence moved 

against La Rochette, above Crest, with air support hy the 
Gescbwader llongart. A Ju 88 was hit by machine-gun 

fire and crashed near Ourchcs o n the Montagne de Cote 
Blanche, killing the crew of five. 

In the early hours of 29 June two Allied teams were 
dropped to Vassieux by 624 S(1n; Maj D. Longe's inter
All ied 'Jedburgh'* mission EUCALYPTUS, intended lo 

provide radio liaison with SOE in London and Algiers. 

and Cpt V. Tuppe r's 15-man US/French Canadian OSS 

Operational Group JUSTINE, to instruct the resistants 
in th e use of American weapons. The drop was soon re

ported to the enemy who, not realising that many of the 
parachutes bore con tctiners, were persuaded that a bat

talion of parachute troops had been landed . 

On the 29th, to ensure the safety of Allied aircraft land
ing at Vassie ux, Soustelle ordered a Cpt Tournissa to the 
Vercors. Tournjssa woul.d have an 'S-Phone' to allow di

rect communication and guide an a ircraft o nto the land
ing s trip. During the day, 12 Ju 88A-14s of the II./KG 26 

bombed St.Nai'.aire-en-Royans and Pont-en-Royans. o n 
the Bourne at the western entry to the Plateau , causing 

extensive damage and killing eight civilians. 
On the Vercors, I.he commanders' confidence was 

again demonstrated by a ceremonial and mi litary parade 

*Three-matt imnnational sabotage leums, one British. one Amn-ican and one 

Frend1, intended to act as liui.l'on and trainers to resisrance Rroups. 

at. S t. Martin on 3 July, celebrating the res toratio n I here 

of the Republiquc Franc;aise. SHAEF's ca 11 for total mo
bilisation of the Resistance caused an irreversible in rtux 
of me n. M.any were ·sede ntaires ', long-r ecruite d 

ma4uisards, who hiid remained al home and at work 

a\Vaiting the calJ , and patriots untrained in lhe use of 
weapons. Longe's briefing, "The Vercors is not given high 

priority al the present time" caused dismay but his fur

ther orders: " ... to persuade the local chiefs not to enrol 
more men lhan they can properly arm", were impractica
ble; the total bad already risen to 3.451 men. 

Cpt Robert Bennes, parachu ted into France in March 

and uirected to the Plateau on 7 July, promptly set up a 

radio link at La Briticre, Hue! 's headquarters, lo organ
ise and control future air drops of arms and men. 

The 'Carpetbagger' Special D uties sq uadruns of the 

801 s l Ilomb Group (11) (Provisional), US Eight h Air 
Force. \vere based at Harrington, Northants. A llhough 

constantly in support of the Resistance in Northern 
Prance., they were only marginally involved wi th the 

Vercors. On 7 July T .t Col Clifford H eflin, commanding 
the Group, Llew a C-47 of t he 406th BS to Tzenore (Ain) 

to deliver anothe r member of UNION and two members 
of EUCALYPTUS. The agen ts \11.:ere taken by road in 

veh icles disguised as belonging to the Milice, reaching 
Vercors o n 10 July. With the A llied missions in operation, 
a ll seemed ready for 'fulfilm ent' of the MONTAG

NARDS p lan. During the night of 6/7 July a mission 

named PAQUEBOT (Mailboat), Cpl lburnissa and four 
other officers, were parachuted into Vassicux. 

Tournissa inspecteu the proposed landing area and 
forecast tha t, wilh civilian help and by moving an elec
tricity supply line, an airstrip could be completed by mid

July. He signalled: "Taillc-Crayon being made re <tdy. Pe

riod ct bout a week. \Ve shall have 1,050 m by 140m. Seems 
better to expect Hudson for the first mission instead of 

Daknla. Parking possible on landing ground . Details of 
s trip and mission date will be sent later." Algiers asked 

for reassurance that the st.rip could accommodate a Da

kota as no H udson was availahle - in any case. a D akota 
could carry a greater quanti ty of supplies. Tournissa 

promptly es tablished a civili an 'Compagnie de 

Travai Ueurs' to \.VOrk on the strip but the labour of clear
ing, fi lling and levelling the a re a ·with a heavy rol ler was 

m ade so difficult by constant harassment by a patrolling 

Fi 156 Storch tha t completion took twice as long as fore
cast, much of the work being carried out between dusk 

and first light. 

On lOJuly, a convoy of G erman troops was ambushed 
near Lalley on the RN.75 by the Operations Group and a 

section of the 11th Cu irassiers. Nine were killed and 15 
wounded for F rench losses of four dead and two wounded. 

The Germans apparently believed that the supposed bat

talion of American paratroops laid in ambush. It has been 
claimed Lhat this action ca used the Germans to mount 
the ir offens ive against the Vercors, but plans for the 

Unte rnehmen VERCORS were already comple ted and. 
as Allied aerial reconnaissance showed, by 12 July Ger

man troops were convergi ng on the Plateau. German a ir 
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activity also was increasing. That same day an e nemy air
craft bombed La Chapelle-en-Vercors, injuring fo ur ci
vilians, and the following evening, aircraft twice bombed 
Vassicux, killing five. 

At the requesl of HQ Special Forces in England, 
Bastille Day, 14 July, "vas celebrated by another spectacu
lar daylight drop o[ arms, Eighth Air Force Operation 
No.472, CADILLAC. It \vas intended that a massive sup
ply mission lo areas secured by the Resistance in Central 
and Southern France be accompanied by fighl.er-bomber 
allacks on the airfields at Avord and Bourges where the 
Stab/Gcschwade r Bongart \Vas stationed, bu t heavy 
clouds caused cancellation of the ai rfield attacks. For the 
supply missions, three forces of B-l 7s (324 aircraft.) of 
the 3rd llomb Division were to drop arms containers to 

seven dropping zones. At 09.06 hrs, in brigh t sunshine, 36 
B-17s began dropping sup ply containers over Tai11e
Crayon but the patriots remained starved uf Lbe heavy 
infantry weapons they so badly needed for effective de

fence. 
The last B-17 or the 94th BG was attacked by two fight

ers as it began its run, then the enemy fighters began strnJ
ing I.he teams collecting the arms. Three B-17s were badly 
damaged before P-Sls met the bombers north-wesl or 
Lyon and drove off the fighters. One of the FW 190s from 
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Aix/L'Enfant was hit by B-17 air-gunners and came down 
at C:hateauneuf-de-Galaure, near St.D onat, where its pi
lot was made prisoner by t he Resistance an<l (.lri ven Lo 
La Chapelle for inte rrogation. A German recovery unit, 
frustrated by his capture, sho l five civilian hostages at 
Chateauneuf. 

\Vhen reconnaissance by the 11./KG 26 showed tha t 
no troops had heen landed, 35 Ju 88s dropped clusters of 
anti-personnel bombs across the landing ground at 
Vassieux and attacked the village with high explosive and 
incendiary bombs. The church was set a light at 15.30 
hours. Attacks on the village, \vherc only machine-gun 
crews remained in position, con tinued until 17.00 hours, 
then the recovery teams led by Cpts Haczebrouck and 
Tournissa reassembled to collect the parachuted materie l. 
By then, Vassie ux had been destroyed; of 85 buildings, 41 
were on fire and only four were not badly damaged. A 
raid on La Chapelle injured eight people. No Ju 88s were 
Lost, although 11 were ra ted temporarily unserviceahle 
'"'·ith damage from small-arms fire. 

I 34: This series of pictures 
of troops and DPS 230 glid
ers wearing the 'H 4' unit 
code of LL(; I are believed 
10 show troops in France 
undergoing familimismion 
training, possibly shortly 
before the assault on the 
\lercors, vvhere large man
bers oI :.mch aircra.ft were 
used to deliver rroops of 7.1 
KG 200 onto the plateau 

135: An unidentified 
!,11ftwaffe officer in conver
:,ufion wi1hhisarmyequi1m-
lent. The small codes and 
camouflage are typical of 
those used on German glid
ers 



136: Geiman rroops in fa
tigue uniforms who do not 
appear to he taking evenrs 
too seriously. Their helmets 
are standard army issue, not 
l ,uftwaffe paratroop style, 
which suggesls that lhese are 
army troops. not air f orce 

137: 'J'his p icture of H 4+2-

!3 gives a good view of the 
frmdfrig skid and cornptu.:1 
size of the D FS 230. The 
white discs on nose and fin 
are preswnably some kind 
of caciical marking. There is 
also a small and 11nfurl11-
nmely illegible inscription 
on rhe nose. Thi.s could be a 

number (ZE227?) or even 
a namP. 

138: Not believed to be 
caken on the same occasion 
as rhe preceding pictures; it 
is d ear 1hal these men are 
Lufhva.ffe troops as they 
wear !he Fiillschirmjii;;er 
helmet. The missing fabric 
from the fuselage suggests 
that this is a training ail/. to 
show the accommodation 
and the use uf a machine 
gun for suppressant fire as 
the assault troops deplaned. 
'J. his was usually manned by 
tlw pilor 

109 



UNTERNEHMEN VERCORS 
KG 200 on the ground 

The plein ror Operation VERCORS, prepared for Gen
Lt Pflaum by Oberst Schwehr. commanding Res.Ueb. 
Jiig. Regl 1, entai led co-ordinated attacks by three Army 
Kampfgruppen, bearing the names of their commanders, 
(including mobil e units of the 157.Rcs.I.D.) to deploy 
around the north and west of the Plateau; from Gresse in 
the south -east a KGr Schwehr and, fro m St. Nizier in the 
north-cast a KGr Zabel to move northwards via the Col 
de V<issieux. Simultaneously, by assault-gl iders from Lyon. 
the Luftwaffe's KGr Schafer, comprising troops of the 
7./KG 200 and a detachment from the KDS Lyon, to at
tack the R esistance h eadquarters believed lo be al 
Vassieux. These Fallschirmjager were to be followed by a 
Kompanie of Freiwilliger flown from Vale nce to dear the 
heartland or the Vercors. 

R eports that 300 outfits for paratroops were slored al 

Valence caused dismay at the Vercors HQ. EUCALYP
TUS operator Lt Andre Pect1uet radioed Algiers: 

"\Ve cannot re take and hold Villard-de-Lans and St. 
Nizier until you have met our requests for <inns and 
person ne l. Germans moving towards Grenoble. We 
also fear infiltrations in the forests from Lhe soulh
west and east and paratroops". 
Algiers replied that no Allied airborne troops could 

be landed within a for tnight but proposed a drop of two 
more OSS Groups and quanlil ies of bazookas and heClvy 
machine-guns to Vassicux on the night of 22 or 23 July. 
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The intention was overtaken by events. 
On 17 July,DFS 230 g liders were taken by road from 

:'.'fancy by an indirect route to Lyon-Bron, the Germans 
believing the ir route could not be tracked by intelligence 
agents of the R esistance. Additional Drs and Golba 242 
transport gliders, perhaps from the 4./LLG 2 at Lyon. were 
moved by road to the a isfield group at Valence/Chabeuil. 
The DFS 230s arrived al Bron during t he afternoon of 20 
July and were prepared for operations later in the day, to 
be fit.ted with retro-rockets and braking parachu tes to 
shorten the landing run. For some weeks trials of braking 
parachutes had been underta ken a t D edclsdorf. The 
' brake' was a khaki. circular parachute, diameter 17 m 
with a 4.5 m central opening, attached to the DFS 230 by 
a rope 21 m long. The glider-pilot was to approach in a 
6<Y' dive and to open the ·brake ' at about 305 m, to lcvcl
out and pull-up vvithin some 9 m. The pilots were meticu
lously briefed \Vith the a id of a ir photographs, taken onJy 
days b efore. Obit SchUJer then addresse d I.he 
Fa llschirmjage r, for most of whom this was their first op
eration and they were eager to show their mettle. .Lt is 
diffic ul t to understand how he could express to them the 
'Sprenger-Geist', the paratrooper·s noble spirit, when he 

139 Above: A DPS 230 assaulr glider under tow by a Dornier !7F. 
above the airfield m /:-;tre:-;-fe-1ilbe, vne vf 1he principal Luftwaffe 
glider depots in sourhern Fra11r.r 



described the partisans as francs-tireurs, not to be treated 
as regular soldiers, and ordered his men to attack and 
burn all buildings that might shelter 'terrorists' \Vithout 
seeking to discover whether or not they housed civilians. 
No doubt he yuoted one of Hitler's 'Ten Commandments' 
for parachutists: "Against an opc.n foe, fight \Vi th chivalry 
bul extend no c.iuarter to a guerrilla". 

In addition to a detachment of the 9. Panzer Division 
at La Paillasse, reports from FFI agents of the arrival at 
St-Paray, Tain and Valence of Freiwilliger companies, the 
storing in the Festival Hall al Valence of motor~cycles and 
paratroop kits provided sure evidence that an attack on 
the massif would nol be long delayed. Late on 20 July 
ECCALYPTUS radioed a signal: 

"Hervieux believes that attack on the Vercors is im
minent. French paratroops and other needs must be 
delivered urgently but we judge that the attack will 
be made before our requests are met. Tue Vercors 
cannot hold out. Jncidenlally J believe tha t, if the 
Vercors forces are beaten, reprisals will be terrible. 
Reyuesl a daylight drop as powerful as before, and 
bombing of Chabcuil at the same time. Fighters could 
come over the Zone Sud after the drop". 
The last sentence presumably meaning that Allied air

cover could be provided by MAAF. 
At Vassieux, where work on the landing-ground was 

compleled on 20 July, Tournissa look charge of the air 
defence cast of the village whilst a detachment of 
Cuirassiers under Cpt Haezebrouck took up positions in 

vwodland to the west, concealed from air observation. 
Tn his daily r eport, Feldmarschall vun Runstedt , 
0 berbefehlshaber-\Vest, recorded, 

"Deployment o[ our forces for the operation lo take 
place jn the region of the Vercors completed on the 
evening of 20/T' . 
The Unternehmen VERCORS began at dawn on 21 

July when men of the KGr Schwehr advanced from SL 
Nizier, some troops heading towards Autr ans and 
lvf eaudre in north-western Vercors, others soutb-wesl t.o 
Valchevriere and the Bourne Gorge that divides the Pla
teau. There, finding the bridge blown, they slopped. To 
the east of the Massif, the KGr Sclnvehr spread out a long 
a front of 5 km lo ascend the passes of llerrieves, Challons, 
La Selle and L' Aiguille. 

At the same time, the airborne assault predicted and 

feared by Vercors headquarters began - but not from 
Chabeui l, as an ticipated. Al 05.00 hrs, the partisans and 
the few remaining inhabitants of Vassieux i,vcrc avv·akened 
by burs ts of machine-gun fire from the Fi 156 reconnoi
tring the area. ·while the ground forces were still leaving 
the ir start lines, 22 D o 17Es of the T./LLG 1 towing the 
DFS 230 gliders took off from Lyon-Bron for the 150 km 
flight down the Rhone Valtey towards Valence. At 08.00 
hours a signal from the Maquis du Drome reported 20 air
craft towing gliders coming from the north-west, passing 
north of Dieulefit. They turned north-east over the Dromc 
Valley at 2500 m and, above the But. de Neve, at the soulb
ern entry to the Vercors, the gliders were released to fly 
northwards to t heir landing zones, some 8 km away. 

Cloud \\•as low over the middle of the Plateau and 
work \Vas virtually completed on the Tail le-Crayon land
ing-ground when, at 08.30 hours, the workers were sur
prised to see aircraft approaching. Many assumed that 
these were transports carrying the promised troops for 
IVIONTAGNARDS but CptTournissa and others respon
sible, knmving that no operation had been promised for 
that day, ran for arms and opened fire on the aircraft. 

The number of German aircraft available at Chabeuil 
now proved to be greater than had been apparent from 
aerial reconnaissance. Aircraft under command of the 
Geschwader Bongart provided air cover; F•v 190s strafed 
the landing strip, causing many casualties among the ci
vilian workers. The IT./KG 26 made 36 sorties, dropping 
7.5 tonnes of bombs. A first flight of seven gliders ap
proached at about 900 km and dived steeply, two landing 
by the hamlet of La Mure, two at Le Cbateau and three 
at Jossaud, 1.5 km north of Vassicux. Tue braking-para
chu tes of t\vo gliders failed to open but all landed safely 
and the troops ran for shelter. 

As the gliders came to rest at Vassieux, the pilots of 
the I./LLG 1 manned the MG 15s mounted in the gliders, 
providing covering fire as the troops ran for the nearest 
buildings, firing their carbines and throwing grenades. 
Within minutes a dozen airfield workers and some 20 
other civilians were dead or dying. Schafer's men took 
cover in the ruined village, one coming upon Tournissa 
and wounding him before the French officer shot him. 
The few remaining civilians and resistants were killed 
during a brief exchange of fire, then Schafer's men formed 
a defensive 'hedgehog' (all-round firing position) in the 
ruins, their MG 42s forming intersecting arcs of fire. 

Al La Mure, some 30 resistants were asleep after a 
night march, leaving only two weary sentries on guard. 
Most of the men were killed before they could use their 
weapons. Four escaped and hid in outbuildings but they 
and six civilians shut in a pigsty were burned alive \Vhere 
they had taken shelter. Of the two resistants made pris
oner, one was blinded and the other's tongue lorn out 
before both were left to die slowly. hanged from oppo
site ends of a beam, so balanced on a tree branch that 
their feet just touched the ground. 

The composition of the assault sections carried by 
these first gl.iders is uncertain. The Histoire de la 
R esistance and other works tell of SS troops taking part. 
in the glider attack. French civilians believed the troops 
were 'allogenes' (aliens) or'mongols'. Sch~Her later con
firmed that the men of the 7./KG 200 were German but 
it seems that a number came from the KDS Lyon, led by 
the notorious SS Obersturmbannfahrer Knab who was 
reported wounded that day. 

A second flight of gliders carrying Fallschirmjager 
landed aroundVassieux, where lhe Germans be lieved the 
FFI HQ was situated; in fact the HQ was a t St. Agnan
en-Vercors. Two gliders landed alongside the track lo the 
Col de Chau. overlooking the area north of Vassieux. The 
res t, carrying Hptm SchiHer and the main force of his 7./ 
KG 200, landed on the southern and eastern outskirts, 
three coming down on the Tai lie-Crayon landing-ground. 
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140: The PFTIOSS ambush 
group at Lalley after !he ac
tion against a German mo
to riscrl column near the 
Croix de la Croix Haut on 
JO.July 1944 

141: As central France 
came under the control of 
the FF! and US Army dur
ing the summer of 1944, 
Luftwaffe hascs were evar.u
nted, the glider-tug compo
nent ofl.!LLG 1 being with
drawn to Germany. H ere 
yeveral DFS 230s can be 
seen, possihly at a northern 
Italian base, before the move 

142: Mos! of the heavy lift 
glider capabilily of the 
Luftwaffe lay with the 
Gothn Go 242. These two 
are believed to be from 2.1 
T.T.G 2 



Ry this time the clement of surprise had been lost and 
they came under heavy machine-gun fire from a few 

resistants concealed in bomb craters. 
The glide rs rlown by Uffz Pyritz and [f{fz Rink 

crashed , killing both pilots and seven men of the 7 ./KG 
200. One of the first Germans to fall under fire from lhe 
patriots was Hptn1 Dr Max Burkard , Medical Officer of 
the 11./KG 200. 

Cpt l laezebrouck's 2nd Escadron, 11th Cuirassicrs, 
was the only effe<..:Live armed force at Vassieux. harly in 
the a flernoon. he led it in a counter-attack which reached 
the outlying houses, where he and 11 of bis men were 
killed by machine-gun fire. For the resl of the day the 
ruined village was kept under constant fire from the sur
rounding higher ground so that the men of KGr Schafer 
were kept on the defensive. By nightfall, they were in 
despera Le need of heavier infantry weapons because gre
nade launchers were ineffective when fired into the 
Cuirassiers' woodland positions, the grenades exploding 
in the crowns of the trees. 

The leading troops of KGr Schwehr came under fire 
at 09.00 hrs as they moved on Villard-de-Lans and 
Correncon in the north-cast. By midd~y, the KGr Schwebr 
was on the easte rn passes, cloud concealing its advance, 
and by evening. the passes of the Chattons and La Selle 
had been taken. 

The Daily Operations Report of Oberbefehlshaber 
(C-in-C) \..Yest recorded Kur Schafer's casualties:22 killed 
and 29 wounded - a 23 per cent casualty rate. In answer 

to their signals, arms and food were dropped during th~ 
afternoon by the Geschwader Bonga rt. A L Lhe end of the 
day, the Germans cla imed a total of 220 resistants killed 
in the fighting at Vessieux and around the Vercors pe
rimeter, something nf an exaggeration, perhaps. 

The 22 July began with lovv cloud and violent storms 
that persisted for some hours and restricted air support 
for the CJerman forces on the heights. Nevertheless, an 
aircraft bombed St. Julien lnle in the morning and 67 sor
ties were fl own by the aircraft of Bonga rt. 

During the morning, in t..he clearer weather over the 
Rhone, the Do 17s, again reported flown by KG 200 crews, 
towed another 20 DFS gliders from Lyon-Bron to Va
lcnce-Chabeuil. lf the oft-requested attack on Chabeuil 
had been mounted later that day, the situation at Vassieux 
could have been dramatically changed and the R esist
am:e might have been able to pu l up a better organised 
defence of tbe Southern Vercors, free from threats to the 
movement of the few reserves. 

A. the hospital was exposed to attack from the east, 
the Yercors HQ ordered i Is evacuation. The wounded 
were transported towards Di.e but, as enemy forces were 
nearing the town, the small convoy of vehicles turned back 
and, harassed by enemy aircraft, headed for the little-vis
ited Grotte de la Luire, .'5 km east of Vassieux, where a 
casualty station was set up in tbc cave en trance. 

At 06.00 hrs the KGr Schwehr began a series of sud
den attacks on Lhe passes, taking the Pas de la Sambue 
during the afternoon. Col Zeller, concerned at the inac
tion of Allied H eadquarters, asked for mortars lo be para-

chuted to his men, adding. "Wha l the Germans can do. 
the English can do as well.,. Help from Allied fighters 
was requested and Huet signal le t.I : "The men are weary 
and have no re. erves. 300 vehicles and four tanks at Die. 
H.equest heavy bombing of Chaheuil ant.I St. Nizier. Re
quest drops at SL Marlin where we arc able to receive 
them. I lelp us soon ". There was no response. 

On the 22nd Chavant signalled Algiers: 
"La Chape1lc. Vassicux, St. Martin bombed by Ger
man aircraft. 1-:nem y troops parachuted over Vassieux. 
Request immediate bombing. Time has run out since 
our organisation set up. Request deliveries of men, 
f uod, materiel. Morale of population exceJlent but will 
turn against you if you do not act and we shall agree 
with them in saying that those who are in London and 
Algiers have not understood the situation in which 
we [ind ourselves and arc here considered criminal 
and uncaring. We repeat criminal and uncaring 
( cri minel et lache)" . 
As a civilian, Chavanl was able to declare opinions 

that his military colleagues on the Vercors were unable 
to express. 

T ,ack of attention at HQ MAA F, under American com
mand, may be attributed lo the fact that although Gen de 
Gaulle's 1940 appeal to the French Nation was made with 
enthusiastic British support, the United States Govern
ment. had not agreed with de Gaulle's assumption of the 
political leadership of ' Free France ' . vVhen his 
·Gnuvernement Provisoire de la Republique Frarn;aisc' 

was established, replacing the Comite Fran~ais de Lih
eration Nalionale on 3 June, and granted diplomatic rec
ognition by tbc UK Government, Winston Churchill had 
still been unable to persuade the US Government to ac
cept France as a major A llied Power, the Americans hav
ing preferred to negotiate the re-equipment of forces with 
those senior French oUicers who had commanded troops 
fighting the Uermans or who had earlier been in author
ity in ~forth Africa under lhe Vichy regime. 

From the point of view of President Roosevelt and 
his military advisors, the French cause \~.:as not helped by 
the General's manner; Winston Churchill, \vhile giving de 
Gaulle his political support, saw him as "a vain. even ma
lignant man." 

As yet unaware of events at Yassieux, by the 22nd de 
Gaulle remained unsure of the wisdom o r t:l f ree Prench 
bombing attack on the ai rfields, although Cochct sent, 

"Absolutely essential to bomb Chabeuil and St. Nizier. 
Can foresee no other air operation at Vassieux air
strip which seems to be held hy FFL. Request strafing 
of column on road Crest/SaiUons/Dic and southern 
slopes Cul de Rousset. Daytime reconnaissance can 
locate friendly positions." 
Then he radioed Koenig proposing air action: " If we 

knew exact situation on tbe Yercors and FFI plan of op
erations we could consider air intervention Sunday 
evening or on Monday (je 23rd or 24th) . Request you 
collect and re-transmit all intelligence". 

Prom the v,:cst, more German troops took to minor 
tracks to SL Maurice, Hostun and La Reaume, threaten-
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143: Do17EtugswithDFS 
230 gliders in tow during a 
training flighi. J'hey would 
have looked much the same 
on rheir approach Lo the 
Vercors. Nore the flying alti
tude adopted hy rhe 
Domiers, presumably in re
sponse to the drag impnscd 
by the gliders 

144: /\ TJ FS 230 seen from 
the cockpit of a glider-tug on 
the way to Vassieux-en 
Vercors 

145: A Go 242 wallowing 
in the wake of a Ju 52i3rn 
tug. 1'vlost larger Luftwaffe 
f omwrions had one or tivo 
of these mej'ul unpowered 
aircraft on charge 



ing the resistan ts guard ing the ways into the Fo ret de 

L ente. By late afternoon the French units had retreated 
to the woods of La Sie urle and orders \'l.:ere given for the 

vveary FFI units around Vassieux to wi thdra w d uring the 
night of 24i25 July. 

The weather had so improved by 23 July lh<t l, <tl 07.25 

hrs. 20 more D FS assault gliders of the I./LLG 1 and two 

Go 242A gliders of the l ./LLG 2 could be towed from 
Chabeui I carrying mo rtar team s and 50 reinforcement 

P r eiwilliger, possib ly (according l o Mun oz) the 
2.Kompanie ('Schwarz ') of the 'Legionnaire B ataillon' 
Brandenburg vv"hich included A zerba ijanis, Armen ians 

and Turk istanis. Tn <tddition , the gliders carried pe rhaps 
20 French agents from the KDS Lyon , val ued for their 

specia list kn mvledge of the area and of the R esistance 
organisation. Other sources suggest t hat the O struppen 

came from the Ausbild ungs (Training) Btl. 1 of the 
.Freiwilliger Stamm-Rgt.3, the depot forma tion for Soviet 
'volunteers' in Southern France. 

O ne DFS glider came down short o f t he p lateau , 
brushed t he church campanile at I\llarignac, hit a tree and 

crashed. Another hit a povvcr line at Vassieux . The pilot, 

Uffz Metzen, three S D Frenchmen and four Frciwilliger 
died in the \\'Teck, while two fur ther DFS 230s, o il course 
for Vassic ux, crashed some 40 km fur ther south. O ne hi t 
a tree near Montjou and was completely destrnyed, kill

ing its 11 German ;md Ukrainian occupants. A second 

touched down without loss near Teyssieres and its pas

sengers hid unti l the following morning; then the pilo t 

and another m ade off but nine Ukrainians surrendered 
to the FFJ and volunteered to fight with them. 

A to tal of 49 aircraft from the G cschwader Bongart 

dropped 10 to nnes o r hombs, and 26 others and s ix fight
ers from Jafii Sud made strafing attacks d uring the d ay. 
R e inforced and re-supplied, the KGr Schafer was able to 

secure the who le Vassieux area. A Fi 156 aircraft was 
thus enabled to land periodically during the afternoon 

on the road between Vassicux and La Mure to de liver 
su pplies and to fly out Knab and o ther wounded. 

D uring the afternoon of 23 July the A lgiers HO re

ceived a number o f messages. again asking for an attack 
o n the airfield. Lt Col Huct also sen t a resume of the 
situation to Londo n: 

"Holding out for 56 hours against three German divi
sions -have no t so rar lost an inch of ground. Troops 
(ighl ing bravely but desperately for they a re physi

cally weary and have CJ lmosl no ammunitio n. D espite 

o ur repeated requests we arc alone and have received 

no aid o r support since the start of the fighting. Situ
ation could becom e desperate fro m one moment tu 

the next, entai ling dreadful m iseries on the Vercors 
l'lc1 I ea u. So far we have done our duty - but we sha 11 

be greatly concerned at the extent of the responsibil

i Ly borne by those far from us who have de lihera tely 
involved t hemse lves in a seeming ' adve nture ' . 
H ervieux". 

Perh a ps for so me o[ the Staff at A lgie r s the 
U nternebmen Yercors appeared such a no vel adventure, 

for little heed was paid there lo Lhe needs of the R esist-

t:1 nee forces, and some senior officers were certa inly re
sponsible in pa rt for the problems. A t d awn on 24 July 

Cpt .Bennes received a signal from Col Constans: ''Be as
sured that we shall do everything Lo help you. lloping 
that beller weather wi ll allow support and re-su p ply for 
you by Allied aircr aft" - with much o f the massif in G er

man hands, as Col Zeller was to tell Gen de Gaulle later 

in the day, this encouraging message was meaningless. 

HQ at Algiers at last replied on 24 July to the signals 
requesting the bombing of Chabe ui l: "Allied aircraft have 
pho tographed the airfield and have discovered only ten 
aircraft. We have three different coordinates. Define co

ordi na tes of lhe si te urgen tly." In fact, close to the main 

runway at Chabeu il/La Tresdre rie were three satellite 
strips and a dispersal complex with camouflaged blast 
pens. In agreement w ith Soustelle, Grenier submitted two 

draft orders, one establishing an air unit to aid the Re
sistance, a second appointing LL Col Mnrlaix lo its com

mand , bm the General appears to have been d issatisfied 
with the draft orders and returned the m for revision; it is 

possible tha t. he was nervous of the reaction from H Q 

MAAF and L ondon. 
By this Lime Huet's troops were nearly all committed 

to positions on the Vcrcors perimeter. From his small re

serve force, t hree sec;Lions of C uirass iers headed for 
Yassieux early in the afternoon, but they could move only 
slowly heca use t:1 spot ler ·plane constantly circled the area. 

\Vhenever their moveme nt was sighted, a ft.er some 20 

minutes they were attacked by a Rotte (Section) of A riete 
figh ter bombers, on stand-by at Chaheuil. 

While 17 Fw 190s of Jafii-Sud joined the attack and 
strafed the French positio ns on the eastern height s, air

craft under control of Ilongart (pr incipally t he Do 17s) 

d ropped arms during t he afte rnoon l o t he beleagured 
troops in the ruins of Yassieux. In the evening they were 
praised by the German Command for the <1ccuracy of 
the ir drops. 

The G erman positions at La Mure we re defended by 

well-sited MG 42s, so that a llacks made by the C uirassie rs 
could not progress across a 100 m w ide strip nf open grass

land , too wide for their Sten guns and grenades to be ef
fective. Un der frequent attack from the Re 2002s, the 

French re tired into woodland from where they kept the 
airborne troops under rifle fire, forcin g them Lo a han dun 
an observation post in an old v.·indmiJl tower. 

I l aving committed aU his combat-ready troops and re
alising that they could not hold the enemy at all points, 

H uet o rdered the release of prisone rs and detainees. 

Foreseeing an imminent German re-occupation of the 
Plateau , many of the walking wounded a t the G roue de 
la Luire elected tn disperse, 50 patients and 18 staff wisely 

leaving during the day. 
Fo r the rest o f the day the Fr I positions, along a line 6 

km nor th of Le Grand Veymont, were exposed lo fire 

fro m the mortars and guns of the KGr Schwchr, and a 
lorry carrying French reinforcemen ts came under air at
tack. By la te evening aJl the defende rs were short of am

munition and \1vere forced to retreat, those in Northe rn 
Vercors to retire tn the .Foret des Coulmes, those in the 
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west to the Foret de Lente and those on the eastern passes 

to the Foret de Romeyer and the TVfontagne de Glandasse, 

above Die. 

lluet's final oruers gave his units freedom to disperse 

and to take individual action. Most of the smaller 1:,rroups 

took refuge in the fores ts, hunted hy the enemy and some

times engaged in brief but deadly skirmishes. 

On 24 July, another Go 242B was landed, carrying a 20 

mm flak gun which \Vas brought into action as a field piece 

on the slopes bdmv the Foret de Lente. Under fire from 

this gun, within an hour most of the resistants had been 

driven from lheir la.t positions on the Southern Vcrcors. 

On the Col de Rousset, further south, 150 me n of Lhe 

Cuirassiers, await ing attack from a German motorised 

column driving up from Die, \Vere threatened from lhe 

rear by a del.achmen l from Le Grand Veymont. \;vhen 

they received the order to retreat, they b lew up Lhe road 

tunnel belO\·V Lhe Col. T n support of the ground troops, 14 

aircraft carried out bombing attacks, and the Germ<1n 

Command claimed another 40 res istants killed. 

German mountain troops who had crossed the Pas de 

la Ville earlier in the Jay reached St. Martin and St.Agnan 

without opposition. After St. Julien-en-Quint was secured 

by the KGr Zabe r, re fugees from Vassieux began making 

the ir way back. to find their homes looted or destroyed, 

their families a nd neighbours dead. 

During the afternoon, 60 escorted B-24s of the US 
Fifteenth Air Poree raided the airfield of Chabcuil-La 

Tresorcric, too late to benefit the patriots . .Exaggerated 

claims were made that 30 German aircraft had been de

stroyed, but only two Re 2002s of lhe Geschwader 

Bongart and two Ju 88s were completely destroyed, sev

e ral other ai_rcraft badly damaged. Eighteen fow 190 fight

ers of Jafli -Sud were scramhled to inte rcept the raid; 

claiming three American aircraft shot down for the Joss 

of two German fighters. 

During the day, Geschwader ilongarl m<1de another 

25 bombing and stra fing attacks on the dispersed French 

forces and. perhaps including the Ju 52s, seven aircraft 

were employed on supply and liaison duties with th e 7./ 

KG 200. Their duties having ended in success, the flying 

p ersonnel and <1ircra ft of the Geschwader Bongart were 

returned to airfields west of the Rhone and lo Lyon-Bron 

for furlher anti -partisan operations. 

The mountain-infantry arriving from lhe Passes and 

the Osttruppen se t down by gl ide r two days before at 

Vassieux reached La Chapelle-en-Ve rcors at 13.00 hrs. 

They encountered nu resistance but damaged and pillaged 

some of the buildings of n eighbouring farms. At La 

Chapelle, the officer in command of the fresh freiwilliger, 

a unit apparently called after him as Oberland (as was 

usually the case with ad-hoc formations of the German 

Army) called for the mayor and Cure to assemble the 

population in th e little vi ll age square wh ile the 

Osttruppcn carried on with combing the area. During the 

evening the people were divided into three groups; men 

between the ages of 16 and 40, men over 40 and the 

women and children. These last two groups were housed 

temporarily in the school and the young men were taken 
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<is hoslages, each of them callously shot by the officer in 
command with a pistol. 

David Little.john, in Foreign Legions of the Third 
Reich, and E.ll. Crookshank in Gehlen , wrote of the for

mation in 1941 of a Sondcrvcrband 'Bergmann' (Miner) 

recruited in the East from Georgian , Armenian , 

Azerbaijani and Caucasian prisoners-of-war. The 

Verband was soon enlarged to become an infantry bat

ta lion; three Georgian, one Azerbaijani and one Arme

nian company under a Hptrn Theodor Oberlander. He 

disagreed on matters of policy with his superiors, so that 

Reichskommissar Koch used his pe rsonal influence with 

Hitler to have Oberlander removed from his command 

and discharged from the Army. 

Later in the war, his talents \\.·ere again recognised and 

he was re-enlisted, I.his time 'Lo work with Caucasian 

Freiwi1liger within the Luftwaffe". The author strongly 

believes that Oberlander was responsible for the brutal 

shooting of hostages at La Chapelle. 

The move of the wounded to l he Grotte de la Lui re 

was revealed to the Germans the next day. The first troops 

of the 157 Inf-Div reached Lhe cave at 1630. Although a 

large Red Cross flag was laid out by the entrance, they 

took all the walking wounded and set them on the track 

to Rousset with the medical staff. Dr Ganimede later told 

how they met another enemy group: ·· ... prohably the para

chutists coming from Vassicux" .111ese men turned around 

the cart accompanying the wounded hack towards the 

Grotte. The rest of the injured were driven on to Roussel 

where one of t.he wounded, a Senegalese named Ben 

Ahmed, shouted, :'Sale Boche"- "filthy Germans". The 

escort hanged him. The bad ly wounded in the cave were 

carried out and thrown to the ground some 100 m etres 

belovv-, being mutilated and killeu, 17 in a ll. 

Clearly those responsible for these atrocities were not 
men of the KGr Schiifer, who had left Grenoble earlier 

that day. The local people, of course, saw no diflerence 

between the Fallschirmj;iger and the Osttruppcn who also 

wore parachutists' kit. unLike their fellow Freiwilliger of 

Azerbaijani and Turkest.ani units e ngaged at St. Nizicr 

on 15 .Tune. These air-landed so ld iers were most likely 

from a Ukrainian unil but Lhere ca n no longer be any 

certainty of their origins, nor if they were from 

Oberlander's command. A party returned the following 

day and buried the victims in a common grave. 

During the morning oJ 25 July, the glider-pilots and 

the men of the KGr Schafer headed for La Chapelle, on 

their way by road lo Grenoble, having wrapped their dead 

in tent-canvas to preserve them from the heat oft.he day. 

The gliders were abandoned a nd set on fire. 

Gebirgsjager who took over from the 7./KG 200 were 

amazed to see the uevastation caused a t Vassicux by the 

aerial bombardment and the fighting. A Fi 156 was flown 

in from Lyon to establish i f the ground was suitable to 

take transport aircraft and, during the afternoon, Lwo Ju 

52s a rrived lo begin loading the dead. The few remain

ing Fallschirmjager and their booty \1vere flown out by 

these aircraft. During the day the Gcschwader Bongart 

made another 25 bombing and strafing attacks on the dis-



146: One of the iwu Gu242 
transport gliders which 
landed on the edge of the 
village uf Vass'ieux. It has 
apparently l?nne stra;ght 
through the fence 

147: Here a DFS 230of2.1 
TJ.G 1 has also landed on 
the outskirts ofVassieux-en
Vercors. These were pin
point Lan.dings among the 
defenders 

148: Once out rhe gliders 
and deployed under cover, 
the Fallschirmjiiger were 
able to bring their heavier 
weapons, such as this 81 mm 
mortar into action. !lad the 
defenders at Vassieux had 
such weapuns available, the 
paratroopers might well 
have been overcome 
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perseu French forces and, perhaps including the Ju 52s. 
seven aircraft were employed on supply and liaison uu
ties with the 7./KG 200. Their duties having ended in suc
cess, the personnel and aircraft of I.be G esch wade r 
Bongart were returned to airfields west of the Rhone and 
to Lyon-Bron. 

G erman losses during the Operation VERCORS arc 
recorded as 'about 100' killed in action and 56 who died 
frnrn their wounds. Of the Resistance, 693 fighters and 
201 civilians were ki lled during I.be German at tack and 
its aftermath. From Lyon, the men of the II./KG 200 were 
moved to Nancy by train , their journey apparently l.(lk
ing nearly three weeks because of the disruption of the 
railway system by bombing and sabolage. 

The Fallschirmjager were prepared for further action 
but the 'special duties' supposedly planned for them were 
ahandoncd. Heavy attacks by aircraft of the IX. 
Fliegerkorps had failed lo destroy the Se lune River hridge 
near Avranches, captured intact by Gen Bradley's US First 
Army at the end of July; over this briuge, Gen Patton's 
Th ird Army broke out from the Cotcntin on 1 August 
and headed into Brittany. lt seems that when it was pro
posed that the KGr Schafer make an attempt to destroy 
the bridge, the Oberkommanuo uer Lurtwaffe forbade 
the attack. The men of the KG 200 were withdrawn to 
Meaux where they were joined by Heigl anu Stormer 
when the Fre nch 2nd Armomcd Division approached the 
capital. At Meaux, Schafer assured Lhe Geschwauer
Kommodorc that his men had taken no part in the atroci
ties committed on the Plalea u. 

So far, some confirmation exists as to the movement 
and activit ies of the KGr Schafer, but for (I brief period 
in August there arc no reliable records. All we have is the 
report of interrogation (unconfirmet.1 in its detail) or the 
ex-pilot of the 6./KG 200 ·whose willingly-given informa
tion is, to say the least, of doubtful reliahilil.y. Certainly 
the Kampfgruppc remained for a short time at the dis
posal of Luftflolle 3 for special duties hut not for any 
'suicide operations '; Oberst H eigl must have made sure 
of that. According to the POW, later in August, al about 
the time the 6./KG 200 was declared non-operational, it 
was proposed that the Fallscrurmjager take a major part 
in another attack. This was to be an airborne landing to 
retake lhe airfielt.ls at Isl.res, Bouches-du Rhone, when 
re-occupied by French-American forces after the DRA
GOON landings on lhe Cole d 'A1.ur. The operation, it 
was reported, was cancelled because the paratroops were 
to be transported in captured American aircra fl, to re
duce suspicion on their approach, yet there were too few 
of these aircraft. available from the 3./KG 200; six B-17s 
(only one serviceable) and one B-24, at short notice. 

The remainder of I.he 6. Staff e l and the me n of the 7./ 
KG 200 \Vere then, so it was said, moved to Reims where 
17 men were k illed when an accit.lental explosion de
stroyed much of their equipment. Once again, no more 
names appear in Lhe J 11./KG 200 casualty list. 

The loss of Luftwaffe airfields on both Eastern and 
Western .Fronts, and the reduction in ai r operat io ns con
sequent upon the desperate shortage of fuel caused by 
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the Allied ai r offensive. made many aircrew and ground
staff redundant. ]\;fost were simply allocated to defence 
duties. Others, including some from the Stab and l./LLG 
l and l./LLG 2, which were disbanded on 9 September, 
and from KG 200, we re poste d to the Haupt
Untersuchungs Stelle (Main Research Centre) of the X. 
Fliegerkorps at Gardelegen, near Magdeburg. There they 
were incor porated into new units. each with a cadre of 
experienced parachutists, and sent into action. At the end 
of the month the 7.!KG 200 was also disbant.led. Schi-Her 
was promoted to Major and awarded the Ritterkreuz for 
leadership of his Kampfgruppe a l Vassieux. H e was ap
pointed Kommandeur of the fTl ./F.T-R cgt zbV, a new 
'Bataillon Schafer', in January 1945. 

A group of resistants came out of hiding at G lovins, 
near St Julien-en-Quint, and headed for Vassieux, find
ing the ruins deserted on 3 August. The scattered units of 
the Resistance du Vercors immediat ely began making 
contact with Huet's headquarters. As he reassembled his 
forces, he recorded that the Germans had abandoned their 
search for his headquarters. On the 7th, he ordered his 
dispersed units to form teams of 25 to 30 men for sur
prise attacks and ambush as opportunities occurred. 

On 11 August , the Prefect of the Drume a l Vi1lence 
and the Red Cross at Die. organised a team wfoch spent 
three days collecting and burying those who hat.I t.lieu 
around Vassieux. As the survivors of the population re
turned to their hamlets and discovered atrocities, Lhe FFI 
units hegan burying the dead of the devastated farms and 
uncovered caches of arms concea led in the Foret de Lente; 
there they found bodies hanged head-down and muti
lated. By this time most of the German troops had with
drawn from the Plateau, removing most of the livestock 
- some 3,000 cattle, l ,300 pigs and 300 horses - besides 
great quantities of provisions, leaving the populace to face 
the bitter winter of 1944-45. 

Major Cammacrts, SOE's co-ordinator, was awaiting 
Operation DRAGOON. On 12 August., he and SOE of
fice rs Fielding, Sorenson and Claude Renoir were ar
rested and taken by the SlPO lo Digne in Basses Al pes. 
Re noir was re leased and, on hearing of the arrests. SOE 
agent Krystina Skarbek negotiated the re lease of the three 
detained prisoners for two million francs.An urgent mes
sage to A lgiers brought a boul a drop nf the 'ransom' dur
ing the night of 14/15 August - this was recorded as the 
quickest reply lo a request for an air drop into southern 
France. The prisoners \Vere released on the 16th, a day 
after DRAGOON was launched. Gen Hlaskowitt.'s Army 
Group G had by this time lost much of its 1. Armee to 
the fighting in the north , other uni ts \Vere deployed to 
combat the Resistance, and Gen Weise's 19.ATmee \Vas 
reduced to seven divisions for derence of the French 
Mediterranean coast. Within three. days Gen Patch'~ US 
7th A rmy was ashore Lo take control o f the Cole d 'A1.ur 
and its hinterland. French Army B under Gen Jean de 
Lattre ue Tassigny auvanced rapidly west towards Mar
seille and Toulon while, with support from the FFI as origi
nally foreseen, American inrantry and armour heade d 
north-west for the Val d'lscrc. 



T n Southern France, Prench and US forces had ad
vanced northwards up the valley of the Durance; on 20 
August all troops of the German Army Group G (except 
those of the 19.Annce in the Rhone Valley) were ordered 
to withdraw Lo Lbe Jine Seine-Yonne-Dijon-Dole-Swiss 
frontier. 

The Do 17£ tow aircraft of the ULLO l were flown 
to their base at Strasbourg-Entzheim and, (I S German 
forces ·wi lbdrew from Prance, on 1 September to the air
field at Gicsscn near Frankfurt-am-Main; there some 20 
ai re raft were destroyed by an American strafing attack, 
(so it was said). 

Schafer's men, ca lled KGr/KG 200, were withdrawn 
briefly to Koblenz to re-equip before returning to action 
as in fantry al Arion in Belgium. There they ' stiffened the 
resistance' of units badly mauled during the retreat from 
France and, after the faU of Metz to the US Third Army, 
they acted as rearguard. The KGr Schafer, subordinated 
to OB Niederlande, fought in the Arnhem area before 
retreating into G ermany, there to surrender to British 
troops near Oldenburg, 40 km from Bremen. 

Michael Pearson (author of Tears of Clory, "tvfacmilJan, 
London , 1978) wrote of " the fundamental error of at 
tempting conventional combat in a guerrilla setting" hut 
there was no hint nf Clny such error by lluet's Staff, who 
never envisaged prolonged defence of the Plateau. TI1at 
MONTAGNA RDS was feasible , given air support, may 
be assumed from the success of ope rations in Burma 
whe re, in l\farch 1944, Gen Wingate's Special Force set 
up 'strongholds' behind the Japanese lines, holding these 
positions for two months as bases for roving attacks on 
the enemy's lines of communication. It would b e foolish 
to speculate on the possible success of a landing atTaille
Crayon by A llied a irborne troops. In the event, the 
st re ngth of the German forces investing the Plateau and 
the timing of the operation ensured that the Resistance 
could hold out only for a few days, yet that was all that 
had been intended. 

149: Supp ly containers be
ing dropp ed f rom US B-17s, 
as seen from the drop zone 
at ''Faille-Crayon' 

The most remarka ble parl of the operation, the bril
liantly executed glider-borne attack at Vassicux, failed in 
its primary purpose uf destroying the Vercors IIQ, and 
the situation of the KGr Schafer seemed desperate until 
arms and reinforcements were fl own in. The Fallschirm
jHger perhaps survived onJy because of the Resistance 's 
lack of heavy infantry weapons an<l Lhe J elay by the HQ 
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces in respond ing to the re
peated requests from Algiers for air support and bomb
ing of Chabeuil. No sound explanation has been given 
for the failure to act promptly during I he I wo critical days 
when the KGr Schafer was beleaguered in Vassieux. 

Was the Unternehmen VERCORS (I success for the 
Germans? Historians have since considered it a defeat 
for the valiant hut poorly-led Resistance and Pflaum and 
OB-West undoubtedly so believed when the maquisards 
appeared to have bee n dispersed. The cost Lo the civil 
population was great, the ensuing sweep produced great 
rewards in provisions for the German Army but, after 
the 157 Res. Inf. Div withdrew from the P lateau, on 17 
August Lt.Col Huet: his Staff still int.act , re-assembled 
his men in groups to move against Grenoble, Valence and 
Vienne. They re-occupied Rnmans-sur- lsere on 21 Au
gust, Grenoble the next day, and a detachment reached 
Lyon as the Germans abandoned their HQ in the city a 
<lay la I.er. The groups were incorporated in the French 
Army and fought on to help drive Heeresgruppe G back 
to the Uerman frontier. 
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150: Ac Les Barraques-en
Vercors, a demonstrarion of 
firing a bazooka by Capr 
'fopper's ass 'ha!f
cnnunando 'gmup, watched 
by Lt Col Huet, on the right 

151: Positions such as rhis 
'belvedere' held by the FFI 
near Valchevriere Wt're im
possible to defend with only 
grenades and machine-car
bines 

152: nu: Grolle de la Luire; 
in the cave-mouth a tmnpo
rary hospital was set up to 
treat resistants, civilians and 
enemy wounded, these lase 
given dedicated care 



153: A.few German prison
ers and French collabora
to rs gathered /;eside the 
f uuntain in the square at La 
Chnpelle-en-Vercors, shorlly 
be.fore being released, per
haps unwisely, if honour
ably, by LI Cul Huet on 24 
July 

154: Fallschirmjiiger pro
viding as~istanc:e to a 
Junkers Ju 5213m transporr 
aircraft by the VassietLr:-La 
Chapelle ruad on 24 july 
1944 

155: The ruins of La 
Chapelle after air alfuck and 
sacking b_v mountain infan
cry of the KGrSchwehr 

·:r """"'~ 
,•h 
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156: Ajier /heir succes4ul 
ar,tinn at Vassieux, men of 
the 7.!KG 200 load vehicle,s 

with their arms and booty 
before leaving for Grenoble 
on 25 July 

157: Collateral damage. A 

Fallschirmjdger (le.ft back
groundj views villagers shot 
down in the ruins of 

\lassieux 

1.58 Far left: A D FS glider 
burned by the Germans be
f ore they evacuated Vassieux 
i11 /\ ugust 

159 Left: This glider was 
reduced to wreckage when 

ic crashed on landing. It ap
pears to be a [) FS 23() with 
!he long side windows vis
ible in the centre 



160 Above: It seems that the 
larger Go 242 gliders were 
dismantled and evacuated 
by road for re-1fse. Although 
seen in France, this one 
wears a Russian Front yel
low fuselage band 

161 Right: A starboard side 
view of the sanie Re 2002 
shown in photo 127, as it was 
first f ound abandoned at 
Lyons-Bron after German 
forces had withdrawn. The 
wreck of ano ther ex
Geschwader Bongarl ma
chine can be seen behind 

162: Curious locals help 
them selves to souvenirs 
from the wreck of Re 2002 
'Black 2 '. The fuselage of 
one such aircrafL still sur
vives as a m onument LO the 
R esis tance in the area 
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HERAUSGEGEBEN UN 

' . . 
MITWIRKUNG. DES REIC 
LU FTFAH RTMIN I STERll 

ANEW BROOM 
Baumbach takes command 

In October 1944, it was decided to under take a major 
re-organisation o f KG 200. Whereas smaller flying units 
had been simply subordinated to KG 200 for particular 
operations or series o f operations, they were nm11• to be 
fully incorporated in the Geschwader. The original prin
ciple that required 'special formations' to be responsible 
to the Obersbefehlshaber was maintained, but Luftgau
kommando TTT was to he the controlling body. There may 
have been advantages in the changed system, particularly 
as regards Lhe supply o f that a ll-important but diminish
ing asset, fuel. 

With the support of her contacts in high places Hanna 
Rcitsch manoeuvred Oberst H eigl from his posi tion , to 
be given command of a FaJlscbirmjager-Bataillon in East 
Prussia. His p lace was taken as Ueschwader-Konunodore 
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hy the Luftwaffe's best-known and successful bomber 
commander, who had a goocJ re lC1 Lionship with both 
Gtiring and Hitler, Oberstleutnant Werner Baumbach. 

Baumbach brought with him as Operations Officer a 
Maj Adolf von Harnicr, but Maj Randel-Semper re
mained on the Slab lo act as li aison officer with the In
telligence Services. Maj Helmut Viedebannt was ap
pointed Kommandeur lII./KG 200. 

163 Aboi•e: Wr.mer naumhach was a Luftwaffe herv long before 
he joined KG 200. 1. 'his picture is taken f rom rhe front cover of the 
f,uftwaffe magazine Der A uler (The Eagle) of25 March1941, when 
Baumbach was just a lm1.,ly Oherleumant. Ile had a highly :mccess
ful career as a bomber pilot bui was removed fro1·n conmwnd of I.I 
KG 30 in 7942 when he protested about the incompetence of one of 
Goring's ~Vorld H'ar I cronies, B runo L oerzer 



ORGANISATION OF KG 200 
21 FEBRUARY 1944 

GESCHWADER STAB 

I GRUPPE 

I 
1. STAFFEL 2. STAFFEL 3. STAFFEL 1. STAFFEL 
Long-range Short-range Training & Kochger t 

Replacements 
B-11, B-24. Ju 290, He 111 All types used by KG 200 He 111, water 

Ju 252 Go242 

1NOVEMBER1944 

GESCHWADER STAB 

I GRUPPE 

1. STAFFEL 
Long-range 

8-11, B-24, Ju 290, 

Ju252 

2.STAFFEL 3.STAFFEL 
Short-range Training & 

He 111 Replacements 

164: Only a few in-f light 
pictures of Cerman-fl.own 
B-17s are known. Here is B-
17F-JOO-B042-30336, once 
Miss Nona lee JT of the 385th 
Bomb Group, 548th Bomb 
Squadron. I'art of the initial 
Rech/in trials code number 
'7+8 ' can j ust be made our 
on the.fuselage. Captured on 
Y October 1943, after sus
taining r.ombat dam.age aI1d 
landing near Varde, Den
mark, Miss Nonalee was 
eventually posted to K G 20() 
on 28August 1944. Accord
ing LO C erman records sh e 

was lost in unknown cir
cumstances on. 4 1\pril 1945 

additionally 
Kdo Carmen (Bergamo) Ju 188 

Kdo Clara (Wiener-Neustadt) Ju 188 

SeeKdo (Bug am R gen) Do 24 

All types used by KG 200 

1. STAFFEL 
In a mess 

II GRUPPE 

2. STAFFEL 3. STAFFEL 
Totaleinsatz Kdo Sch fer 

Fw190 No aircraft 

--i 
II GRUPPE 

2.STAFFEL 3. STAFFEL 
Einhorn Converted to 

(Villafranca) Special Duties 

Fsch. Jgr. Rgt. 
Fw 190 (BT) No aircraft 

4. STAFFEL 
Training & 

Replacements 
Aircraft for TOia/ 

& Reichenberg 

4. STAFFEL 
Training & 

Replacements 

Aircraft for TiJtal-

einsatz & Reichen-

berg 
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ORGANISATION OF KG 200 
6 NOVEMBER 1944 

GESCHWADER STAB 
Gatow (moved to Boitzenburg beginning December) 

I GRUPPE STAB II GRUPPE STAB 

1. STAFFEL 2.STAFFEL 3. STAFFEL 4. STAFFEL 5. STAFFEL 
Fi now Grieslienen Bug-am-R gen (W as 3./KG 200) Burg 

Long-range Short-range See Training & Beleuchter 
B-17, B-24, He 111 Do24 Replacements Ju88 

Ju 290, Ju 252 additionally 
Kdo Carmen (Bergamo) Ju 188 

Kdo Clara (Wiener-Neustadt) Ju 188 

All types used by KG 200 

Ill GRUPPE STAB IV GRUPPE STAB 

9, 10, 11 STAFFEL 13. STAFFEL 14.STAFFEL 15. STAFFEL 
Villafranca Dedelsdorf 

(From 8/1/45. l./SG 5 (Was 2./KG 200. (Was 2 & 4./KG 200) (Was glider-towing 
as Stab Ill.I & 9, 10, To 111./KG 200 Staff el 11./LLG 1) 
11./KG 200) from 8/1 /45) He 1112, Ju 52, Go 242 

Einhorn Training & 
Fw 190(BT) Replacements 

All types used by KG 200 
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6.STAFFEL 
Burg 
Mistel 
Bf 109 

Was 111./KG 66 

16. STAFFEL 
Munich-Vienna 

(Was 4./KG 200) 

Replacements 

7. STAFFEL 8.STAFFEL 
Kolberg lndustriestaffel 

Training & 
Replacements 

VERSUCHS KOO KG 200 
Garz (From E.Kdo 36) 

165: By late 1944 a great 
numh er of l((7 200 's 

'routine' tnissions i·vere be
ing carried out by [he trusty 
Ju 188, as can be seen f rom 

the number of such aircraji 
which .figure in the loss lists. 
'Jhis is Ju 188D-2 W N!: 0541 
(260547 ?) which was appar
en tly shot do wn by US 
f orces in Luxem bourg on 29 

Ocwber 1944. To which unit 
it belonged to is not known 
but its anonymous f in ish is 
typical of most of KG 200's 
aircraft. Certain ly, the next 
aircraft off the production 
line, W Nr 260542, coded 
A 1 1 Q D, was lost over Rel
giwn on 23 January 1945 
while in service with 4.!K G 
200 



TI1e l. Staffel continued to provide the Kommandos 
with an assortment of more than 50 aircraft for agent and 

supply-dropping, each outstation operating up to nine or 
ten aircra[t. Besides supplying reinforcements. the 3./KG 
200 provided a major tra nsport facility wit h Ju 290s based 

at Stn lp -R eitz i n north-eas tern Germany. The 

Kommandos in the West and South were nominally sub

ordin ated to Luftflotte Reich. those in the East ·were ad
ministratively pa rt of Gen Ritter von Greim's Luftflotte 
6, a ll receiving orders through the Stab/KG 200 from 

'Robinson '. 
A fler re-organisation of the Geschwader 0116 N ovem

ber, this formation became responsible o nce again for the 

operation of all 'special weapons' : 
Stab/KG 200 from Finow to Boitzenburg: Uberstlt 
Baumbach 

Stab l./KG 200 - unchanged: l'vfaj A<lol r Koch 
Stah H ./KG 200 - not decided I in abeyance 
5.Staffel - from the 7./KG 66, ' illumi na lnrs' 

6.Staffel - from the 8./KG 66, fv1istel operations 
7.Staffel - from the 9./KG 66, training and replace

ment for !v1istel 
Stab III./KG 200 - to he form ed: Maj Helmut 

Viedebannt 

9.Staffel - from the 1./SG 5 
1 O.Staff el - from the 2./SG 5 

11.Staffel - from t he 3./SG 5 

Stab IV./KG 200- Maj G unter Hurlin 

13.Staffcl-'So nderverband E1nhom ', earlier replace
ment Staffel for the III./KG 200 

14.Staffc.l - 'Leonidas Staffel', the SO-Men, earlier 

the 2./TL KG 200 

15.Staffel- G lider-tugs 
16.SLaffel - from remainder of earlier 11./KG 200 as 

replacement Staffel 
Lehr-und Versuchs-Kdo 36 became Versuchs-Kdo KG 

200. 
Versuchs-Kdo became Versuchs-Kdo OKL. 
The Vers. Verb.Ob.d.L. held on charge a surprising 

nurn ber of aircraft, a result of its duty of testing all types. 
The separation of functio ns that followed with the for

malion of the ' Geheim Geschwader ' in February 1944 

meant that this unit had no responsibility for the 'Zirkus 

166 A bove rig/it: A smil
ing Hptm Werner Baum
bacft in a formal portrait 
shortly afte r he had been. 
awarded rhe Oakleaves 

167 Rig/it: Th.is B -17F-5-
VE is 42-5714,. Old Faithful, 
of the 323rd Bmnh Sqllad
ron, 91st Bomb Group, wen/ 
missing on 14 October 1943. 
Here coded DR+PJ:."', it is 
not certain if it ever went to 
KG 200, hut its pristine con
dition suggest;,· //wt it may 
well have done so later in its 
caref!r 

Rosarius'. as can be seen from t he Orde r of Battle of the 

Versuchsverband (26 aircraft) and that of KG 200 ( 40 air

craft, 14 gliders). 
After-further reorganjsa Lion on 6 November 1944, the 

number of aircraft he ld by both units had increased in 
number, the Versuchsver band with 59 and KU 200 with 

221 aircraft on charge (the latter including those of sev

e ral incorporated units into the l V Gruppe ). In both cases, 
only half the total were serviceable at any one time, <1 I

though the Geschwader operated 47 types of aircraft be
tween the dates of formation and disbandment; 1Vfarch 
1944 to Ap ril 1945. It seems that the use of the smaller 

mult i-purpose aircraft was restricted to their limited car

rying capacity as well as by the lack of aviation spirit and, 
perhaps, by the constant need for maintenance of the two-
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C.os;n~~nding Officers': ~tKG 200 . 
' • ') ' .. •••• :·. ~>,.-· - • ' ' -' ' . '. > • ' 

Stab/Geschwaderkommodore: 
Oberst H einrich Heigl 
Obstlt Werner Baumbach 
Maj Adolf von Harnier 

Stab l./KG 200 Gruppenkommandeur: 

21/2/44 - 15/11/44 
15/11/44 - 4145 
4/45 - 5145 

Maj Euuard Gartenfeld 21/2/44 - 19/4/44 
Maj Adolf Koch 19/4/44 - 4/45 

1./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Hptm lleinz Braun 
Hptrn Gerhard Wasserkampf 

2./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obie Pritz Reese 
Hptm Rudolf l'\oderer 

3./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Maj Theodor Queens 
Hptrn \Villy \Varier 

4./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obit Horst DUrnc.:ke 
Obit Peter Stahl 

Stab 11./KG 200 Gruppenkommandeur: 

21/2/44 - 815145 
21/2/45 - 5/45 

21/2/44 - 2/11/44 
11145 - 8/5/45 

15/4/44 - 15110/44 
25/8/44 - 24/3/45 

5144 - 19/9/44 
11/44 - 8/5/45 

lvlaj Hans Jungwirth 21/2/44 - 11/7/44 
Maj Gunter Hurlin 1117 /44 - 20/11 /44 

1 (11)./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Hptm f'hedric.:h Sc.:hiifer 

2 (11)./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obit H. Lange 
1 lptm Rasc.:hke? 

3 (11)./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Oblt Kempe? 
llptm Friedrich Schafer 

2112144 - 8/6/44 

2112/44 - 8/44 
8/44 - 20/11/44 

21/2/44 - 8/6/44 

8/6/44 - 9110144 

4 (11)./KG 200 (Erg. Staffel) Staffelkapitan: 
Hptm Robert Schuntermann 15/10/44 - 27111 /44 
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After reorganisation of November 1944: 

Stab 11./KG 200 Gruppenkommandeur: 
Hptrn Kurt Capesius 20/11/44 - 28/3/45 
llptm Horst. R uc.laL 28/3/45 - 8/5/45 

5./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obit Alfred Pils 

6./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Lt Henning von H.om 
Oblt Balduin Pauli 
Obit Friedrich Droste 

7./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obit Josef Czech 
Hptm IIorsl Ruuat 

20/11144 - 5145 

15/10/44 - 24/3/45 
20/11/44 - 4/45 

4/45 - 8/5/45 

23/7/44 - 14/1145 
11/44 - 4/45 

Stab 111./KG 200 Gruppenkommandeur: 
}vfaj Helmut Yiedebantt 20/11/44 - lJ /2/45 
I Iptm Erwin Diek wisch 

11./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Hptm Envin Dickwisch 
Lt Herbert Dadeweit 

3/4/45 - 8/5/45 

20/11144 - 314145 
3/4/45 - 8/5/45 

Stab IV./KG 200 Gruppenkommandeur: 
A1aj Gunter Hurlin 20/11/44 - 11/2/45 
Maj Gottfried Kuschke 1112/45 - 22/4/45 

13./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Hptm Robert Schuntermann 
llptm Hans Sturm 

14./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
Obit Friedrich Droste 

15./KG 200 Staffelkapitan: 
llptm Raschk e? 

12/44 - 1/45 
4/1/45 - 22/4/45 

?/45 - 22/4/45 

20/11/44 -?/?/45 
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1: Tl:e He111kel lie I/ IV4.1V.N>: 1%8. D·AllAO. Dresden. "/11/ei11 
u.w by lhe R LM sµet:fol chilies /11j;ht untl<'r ·11u:1.1<lur Rowt:hl /Jelwt:en 
1936·1938. Fini'\h 1s s1audartl l.ufthan"a .,1frer and bltu:k witlr hp· 
proprime 1w1ioua/ imigniu of the period. 5ourn•: PhOWl 

2: Jlrmkrl /Ir 11/P for llj , D-1\ /)/\(i, rd,to in ,'\rn11re wtth 1/w 

'Kouwwmlo J<owelt/' for ott:rflt'glus of1h~ Sowe1 Union iu 1940· 
19././. Dctp1w ,;,,. nnlwn n~gLHrat1011 tire atrtTllft fr m full 70/7 l lf>5 
milt1111T rnnrcm}Tc1st· 1\ ith lt'/uu .ippews to ht· a rflufefr '1/Jpltetl layt~1 
oj rcmp()rtU)' 8/m..k 22 rm th<' appersurfacer. Source: Photos 
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3: D -AJ<h./) is belie,·ed IU br QIU! Oft/I(' thr('e s1uxit1J Oomitr l)() 17Ss bmlt fer Kt1mmtmd<' 
llowehl. Ralkcnkrc?u:.e and yel/oi,· paim en the rail aud. presumably. t:ngine cowling~ hul'e 
[,een c:rtufel)' ppp/ied O\'er tile s10mlord cnmouflngi' and nd/ regl~m1rion tlunng ()prmritm 
MARITA. the inwu·iu11 of Greece and Yt1so:rluvia in April Jt;.JJ. Suu"·t:: Photos 

4: Se1,tml D<J 2 J 58s )'/lll retaine1J rh1: ('tJtll!ll' uf8.ILG 2 after it bt-<'Umt: it be,·mm! the 3( F)!AufklGr./ 
Ob.11. 1 .. SPl't•ml mrh m'r-t:.mft rN't•iiwl a dark grectJ(?) ftcltl·t1/1plied moulc to zlu• w 1deNidcs a~ 
:dwwn h~rt:. Scmrt:f.': l'livtv~ 

S: Although cu lea~·1 une Du 217A..(J jOwul il.-1 way lo Kommtmdo Hou ~hi, 11v marJ..i,1;:s tm! known 
fnr crnain. Rr!CfUl..'iftuc1in11 
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~:J1m!n,J1186R- l IV.Nr.045-I. fS+llM. uj tl1fA11(H (jr(l·J/Ob.tf Lllt Ve.>.>m1111 .'/Q'fmbrr IYl1 Fi1111ll i.> 
l1tlictt:tl 1U I~ O\'('fllil RLM 02.. nre OtfViJjl h {I\ /artr re·C()(/td T5 f l'l I. 'ttmru.: Phtur>~ 

8: Ommi:r Dr> U5VJ. WNr lJ(){)()J, 1,1-earm~ the \ier)m/JnubtmcVUlul L.. ,·txle~ 
7Y-Zll. R<-c/1/111. April 19-1-1. Fuusl11s 70/7/16J. Source: rl1<1m• 
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9: Arudr•Ar lJlA-{}6, \¥.Nr. J{)IJl.Ji( :,111/ n•,•arin,'! tJr,. rndt~r nfffi 5. G61 \!Y. it n•ait fn.H in 
f;ervice with 2.JKG 200 un 14 December 19./4. Fini;it is 70fl 1165. So11rct: Plrvro 

JO: T/i. Ar 2328·07. WNr. //()()29, wi1'11/1< KG 200 cutle A3-RIJ.Apurl !rum wmt mi11or 
oi,,,·1ptw11mg it s111/ lookr1f 1hr smm• ttt Foml>1n·1mgh. pt>~Mvnr. Finit;/r i.'i 70!7 / 1'5.5 with vcs· 
tigt:.) uf t1 .)'qttiggle vf lig/Jr gre\' or u .. /tir~. probabfr 11 sow.·emr from RENNSTRECKE 
H'rwn np1·m1in11f: Source: f/1010s 
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I 1: A (i01ha (;o 241. in npical glider fini.rh, 11·/uc/J .ui// retains ye/low East em From iacucol mnrkmRS.11 is belit•ved that tlus rm·crn/t IOl?k pmt i11 t!u• 
\lcrcors opNmimr. Source: Plwro 

12: Hei11kt'I Hr! I I 1 H./J(? ). A3+f1C of 2.JKG 200, in n•ptclll 11<1mlescrtpt m11r/.:iJ1gr of 1hc mm. Tli1s mrrrafi ,,·os flrm·11 by Karl I /f'm~l .1111~':'' frrnn 
Stv/plReitz. It wus nored 11t (jmuw <Jn 10 April IY 15 cu:<f m"y &e 1lte :mme etirc:mj~ nhkli l1't1.>· ,fi:Kv1·t:red 111 PN1gm··ffo:.ym: m May. Source: /'ltoto 
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13: JunJ..t:r,j Ju 29QA·7. U~Nr. 0186. AJ-OJJ. of J./l<.G 200. F101i,,n bv t·on J>echmmu; wul ;)t:'t!n"' J-l1ww Qll 29 Ot·J()/Jer /'}44. A/Jwuloned at 
Flrndmrg 5 Mny 1945. It wds {trricd to 1/w UK n.t A.A.16 and l l'as .ttrappt..d in 1947. Fuu..'011 trpprars rn hr 7217.l itiirh hlack 11ndrr.f1drt Source: Photo 

14: Tiu· 1,wfl-k11rnwz Ju Z'XM4/Vi, WNr. Olo.5. fl i rs. il!ij1nwn by I lp1m !Jrmm. Snu m thr liS 111,n.~ ttmpprtl 01: 11Oeumba1946. 

~UUrt."f:: i''/IU!O,\ 

15: Atx·ortlins IU Obit )Qd('him £iserm(llm s lo)!book. Ire jll!tv lht Ju 390Vl lit J<etltfi,; in rebruun· 1945. II i\TtlY ullegt'd(\.' i11wntltttl for !ISi! by KG 
200. ,\'n mlu:r detail'i nre knuh'n .w this tllw;trmfon is a recrmstruction 
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16: B"eing B-lif-'J{J·BO. 12-J()J46. hr servi<·e with K<..: 200. 1'hb~ isune "! tltl! f<'w B·l7s u.·/tu~'t' orisinul ideutitt' <md 1ha1 
umh K(; 2(1(> ;~· dt'finiuJ/y k1ttnw1. nni\'/t lrf'/U!flr!i to be l)riginnl us n•i1Jr mudr O\'t:tpoiming anti ll'<:aJllcring, Source: Phmo 

17: This istlrr R-17G whichdfrrrti'ff ro Valrnrin. Spt1in.n11 27 Mny !9.J4. lttJ fu•Jipvr1/ mhr• f). / 7(';. /(I. \fir 41-399690(1/ir 
:/()I l'l IJumb (irc.mv u /tQ~'e vi·~rpamted n111rki11gs t'tlll bt• Jll.Sl made Oltl. so.m:e: Phom 
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18: J11is 8-24H-5-D7;-1/-?R6.JI. htt\ t!w fit.st of irs kind1olu:cnp111n.·1/ hv11't! l...11fJ1mffl". Onc-cwith tht· 
./5.lrd Onmb Gmup. ii 11·1u recorered m Sll/:.burg bJ ,\fuy 1945. Finish llf)pears. t() be ct pmc:lnwJrk vf 
US Ofn,e Drab ,.,,;th Camt'm ot·erp111111;,1g muf mttrkmgs tmtf _\cl/nw-,mtft•rs1tll't Sourr,.. Phmos 

19: Tlu.s Sm·mi1·.'l'fard1t!ul S,i\I 75 rs helit!l'f;'(/ to /lm•t• once l\'lll'll tltt." German C"'" markings n-A IA z. 
slwru111ed here 10 A/.,.-AZ, Ir wu.' used by Kummumf<J Toslw be/Or<! beinJ> tkstruyetl u;r llu: sromul CJll 

I .J .\1lm·f1 1'>.J.J. It is wwntnm ,,.:/irthrr rhr- dr>rrnl mrrn ''''JS 1·arnr1/ nr um. hmh amfiguratum.v hf'ing 
WNd Uy rlre IV/)t. 1-i'nUft fa µrububly lta/hm 1/,1rl. sr~tll (Ill{/ fight :;rt\. Somw!; Pltoros 
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20: Jw1ke1·• 111 lllflD-l, W.Nr. 1601162. A3+RD. of 
Kcmmmulo Cnrml!rt was !rut m•or 11t:rgamn, Italy. mr 19 
S(!ptember 1944. Rcco11smu.:1io11 

11: A Mf'ilC/ 2 of f,JKG 200m,.fimml w 'Jir:Nrup, Dc11-
m11rk. ;,, May 1045. Tlir Ju 880· I , IV.Nr. 1/4M3. Rrd II. 
c11rrie'l dll unidentified }hi JVOA-8. florh ~w•rc probably 
i11tMtlNI fnr ORACll F.N //(ill f,E. Source: f'ltoios 
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12: Hrinke/ 11., / 15.A.J+DE.of3/ KGZ()(J.fu111ul <1bar1do11edat war's 
end at !iL1r/e$•,·ig. It ha~ a modifie,f cockpu rannpy mid a large open· 
ing in tlu· belly. Finish is probably 72173 mu/ b/1u:k. Source: Photo 

23: II Dnmier Do Z·IT-3. JY ~111; e.<-S<ffl<J!>/llffel 9. and probably 
used by KG 200 t1J it was recorded it1 n tJnw1]d:t lnghtmk at Dug am 
R!igrn on 17 October 1944. Recvm1·tm<.·1ion 
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14: 1111's is lh• fo11n/1 Srrrl·Est LeO H·2'16 11.vcd by 1/te Luftwaffe. .<<err irr rypicnl ca1mtrcd 
l'JUJilJ' aircmfi fimfli at ,\1n~rille. ~hnrtly lufort· it~\ os deliw:red on /Oim to Fin/mu/ m 194.J.. Ir 
11.as fou11d lllUtllff!t/ fot fhwish comH1io11.) mul l"lfr went IQ KG 2()() i/j,, µrububly, A.3-/!C: 
Source: Photo,\ 

25: Anollrer LeO 246. this rmc 24+62. seen .i:honly ofrcr arnvfll in Fin/nm/ h'hf'rr" hM r<"· 
t'r'll'N/ n ('(Mt a/ b/nrk paim fO tone dow11 1/w bright yellow urea on the tail, but Jws 1hen 

re1:efr~d un /:.astern from ft1s('/<1g~ bum/. U11per:mrface:. were c1mwujlagcd in '' green and 
gre.1 (?I mmrle. ft lat~r h1wrnw 11.r •KC of KG WO. Source Photo> 
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16: Tlrt'rr 1.t nn dnrunu•mary tt•idence w lt'11k 1/u';- Dornier Do N:J. H.t..i-Kf/. with !\'G 2()() miter 1/uuJ 11 ~1111t·m11tll from a \,1•m101t source that 
ii ddiluwuel,- lamled ou ,,·et i:mss m Wifk, .. dr 1m 4 /\!tty 19-J.5. It l'>, /Jnwrver, qui1e fXJ~·ibl~ tlttu 3JKG 200 U.)e(f ~adr" t)'Ptt Sourr~: Ph01n 

17: J\11 1midrnt1fied / lrwkd lie I I I I 1·20, pussibty \V.Nr. 7()/i()(J, ti•lud1 IV0$ c/t)mased m Vlomubn mJ IJ nrrrmhrr 10./4. Tiu: IClllJ10fllf')' niglu 
winter,wuoufl(I.~<' 1.\ t)prad of1/Jm cttrrir.11 hy KG 2.r>t>aircraft bH"nlvcd in the REN;v·srt~t'C:KI;' up1m1thJ1t.). Ht'(:onstmt'r1'on 

28: 16+1 I is the first /Jluu1 161 protl11«-
1i1m flir,.mft. On(l' thr ~·t-r)' .<imilar first 
prCJ/()l)'pt! Wll.\ 11a11sfared to 2. l'eTSuchs· 
vl!r/>111111.!0h.d.L. 11s T9+8/J. Su11ra: 
i'ltmu. s.11/d:/4~ 



CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 

29: Reggitme Re 21)()1. WNr.1136. [IN+ YB. of Geschwadcr 8011gar1. 
Black 2 wos prubabfr finished in ltali1..1t1 t•oloursaml took part m Ihe 
tJµermionr 11guin~t lhe Vcrc·urs i11 support uf 7.IKG 200$ grmmtl 
rm11p.(.. Smtrrl': PlmttH 

J Q: Spitfire /'R Mk.XI lo48t"!5. 1'9+88. i11 sr1·vicf ll'itlt tlte lfmll<-f«•'erbaml 
Ob.ti. I .. It'-' appnn·11tl1• will fini.slwd 111 RAF PRl' H/11;._• 011 tlw t1p/u: rsnrft1fe,'f 
willr )t'lluw 11ntlttr..itles. Sour<.'('.' Pltow 

32: Sit•bd Si l lJ.JD·l.usetl b> 2JKG 200111 support of All>erl Speas peaa 11eRotiu· 
tions in April 19../5. 111c uirc:raft Jlew betw~e1 1 Prusue um/ Zuri<:h ull(/ appcm:111fy 
rJumg1~tl irs markmg:; doi(v. Source: Phnto 

.ll:ArtrdnAr/96/\ 3.l\.~+BC.i11 
Fmlrmd durin~ 1944. proba/)/y 
Jmked 11.it/1 Finnish ugt:m~in~er· 
llfJI• uu_vi;ion.t hl'lmul Srn-wt /m t'"'i. 
J-i11islt fr probably il/'13165. Re· 
rrmwrucrinn 

1/72 SCALE 
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CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 

33: /lrodnllr 2.J()A ~-MH.m>"rvk" .-ir/J J/A11fkLGr.Oh.d. I . Fim</1 
., ,J.011·11 .u 74/75176 b111 could alm I>< 70/71165 m '"" of the,,.,,.,, 
1uteenmn purp<>f~ .~mrrr: Photo 

J4: Arotln /\r 1~'111. N GL. 111 >'n'i<Y "-ilh Vermd1sw:rlx111d/Oh.tU. 
111 mrl} 1944. prul"-lbly (I( Ormun:hu"'. C t>lnurs nrr wtkttoh 11 lml '~<"m 
100 light for 7nt71. fllffl'ns 1.1 dt"fimrn_, 11on·sta11danL Soun.-c Pll011Js 

JS: A V l :.l.ll.J<J/2 LLG l.f1"ll.-"'fftnl11ncbtt111<><1lb1 A.G1Wi11 
the o~rat1mn 011 th,. \ t l't'On ( ofoun are ]IJli/16-.~. Smt.m'; Pltnun 

J6: A111>1/ler Dr.~ 1.lli t>f 1.1.G I ma/ tu 1ta1rspon mm of 7/KG 1W w 
\ 'as.ttlfl \' °'' '"' \ <"f<'Clt:\. ~,,.,_.c-: Pl:orn 



CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 

37: t1rt1do Ar 96 A.1+NA i11lnre-war1rai11cr markings a11d ftuii;/J. 
Recom;trt1rtion 

.1S: !Jiit·ker Ba 181 113" MP in laze· war 1mi11rr 
mnrkinp,s mu/ r;amrmf/11.r;;:. Ved,,•/Jtorl S"•p1t:mber 
JYl/1/, Ret'UJL\tntclion 

39: Adt1 n .71ST:1 DP. tt:Nr. 156. Rangstlnrf. Sep1e111/11•1· 194./. Re· 
('(Ul)/fl/Clioll 

40: Fit•:,f!/er l'i I 56. A3+M IJ. in late·Wttf tminer mftrking:, and <wn· 
nufla_ge. ri1U>H', l~br1111ry 19../5. Rf'cm z.wrurtitm 

41: M<>Ss~r:,c..·Ju11i111Jf JWJ. A3+-LC in lmt"·nnr lrainer owrk.ini.;3 wul 
t·auro,,j1agc. Dedclwmt: Scptemhcr 19./4. Urcnnsmu·1imt 

1(72 SCALE 

143 



144 

CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 

43: Another version of Fi 103 Re 4 

camouflage 

45: Klemm Kl 35, A3- M N, in late-war trainer 
markings and camouflage. Dedel~torj; Sep
tember 1944. R econstruction 

47: Fock e-Wu.(f Fw 44, A3+L D, in late-war 
trainer markings and camouflage. Finster
walde, July 1944. Reconslruction 

1/72 SCALE 

42: An Fi 103 R e 4 Reichenberg in one of several types of cam
ouflage patterns used. This one was shown al .Furn borough in 
1945 

------

44: Focke-WulfFv,: 190F-8, W.Nr. 5R7447, llJ+LX. of 

4J KG 200 (Sonderverband Einhorn). Villaji·anca, Italy, 
Decernber 1Y44. R ewnstruction 

46: Focke-Wulf Hv 56, 113 0 F.., in late-war 
trainer markings and cam ouflage. Pyritz, 
December JY44. Reconstruction 



168: This is the second pro
totype of the Ju 352 with the 
hy draulic 'trapoklappe' 
ramp lowered. One or two 
examples of the type are re
puted to have f ound their 
way to KG 200, presuniably 
to the 1. Staffel. The design 
of both the Ju 252 and 352 
represented something of a 
dead end, despite the ingen
ious Loading ra1np. The 
Arado 232 was much more 
m o dern in con cept and 
practicality 

169 Right: This is the mas
sive Ju 390V- I prototype, 
Gll+UK, at Prague-Ruzyne 
in winter 1944-45. It seems 
that little use was made of 
the m on ster, which was 
eventually d estroyed at 
Dessau in 1945 

170 Below: The advanced 
Ar 232A had a layout much 
closer to m odern transport 
aircraft, although the addi
tion of two extra engines sig
nificantly increased its use
fulness. Several were used by 
KG 200, one surviving to be 
placed on display in Eng
land post-war 
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SCHERHORN, MOSUL AND EINHORN 
Efforts in vain 

A series of operations in which KG 200 was involved 
has occupied the interest of several authors, perhaps se
duced into writing by the extent of post-war speculation 
and archive material. In most cases their writings have 
been incorrect although they have given the operations 
by KG 200 in this AKTION Scherhorn their due impor
tance. 

When the Red Army advanced towards the West in 
mid-1944, the intended German strategy was simply lo 
maintain forces intact behind the Soviet lines. 

As the Russian pressure in the East n1ounted, Otto 
Skorzeny had formed ' Jagdverbande' - fighting units -
in battalion strength, naming these after the regions in 
which they were to fight. When Heeresgruppe Mitte col
lapsed the Red Army threatened to flood across eastern 
Germany and sweep away everything in its path. Skorzeny 
then sent some of his battalions into the chaos with or
ders to 'hold fast' . 

On 19 August 1944, reports from an agent cover
named 'Alexander ', fron1 a Moscow group led by 'Presto I ' 
and in communication with the OKH, spoke about two 
thousand men of Infantry Batallion 675 under the com
mand of Oberst Heinrich Scherhorn in the Beresino area. 
Alexander, it appeared, was able to move between his 
base and Scherhorn's Kampfgruppe holding an isolated 
pocket deep beyond the Ostfront and intended to forn1 a 
'wandering pocket' in order to reach the German lines. 
These 'pockets ' were a feature of almost every Russian 
offensive. In the same way that a hedgehog moves with 
its outside surface bristling and armed, these ad hoc 
'wandering pockets', were largely made up of isolated 
German units and stragglers by-passed in Soviet 
offensives, all moving west through the forests of Russia 
and western Poland, determined to regain touch with their 
own army. Motivated by their well-founded great fear of 
being taken prisoner, it says much for the confidence that 
the Germans had in themselves, their ability to impro-
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vise and of the trust which they reposed in the efforts of 
the Oberkommando to rescue them, that they were able 
to function at all. 

The composition and tactics used by 'wandering 
pockets' depended naturally enough upon the numbers 
and arms available. Usually strong infantry patrols to con
tinually swept both flanks of the advance. Armour, if avail
able, led the forward 1novement and Panzer Grenadiers 
formed the rear guard. In the centre were the soft-skinned 
vehicles, the artillery and the wounded. 

Progress by a pocket was necessarily slow and nerve
wracking, for at every clearing or cross-roads there was 
the likelihood that the tanks of the Red Army might be 
waiting to intercept and destroy the Gern1an group. Late 
in June, Scherhorn 's men successfully attacked Russian 
forces with armoured vehicles and reached the Smolensk/ 
Minsk track. 

It was to make contact with Scherhorn's pocket that 
the men from the 'Eastern' battalion were sent out. His 
group differed markedly from other pockets. His men 
were exhausted and wounded. He had no armour and 
very few trucks. Being without radio, he had been out of 
touch with German forces for weeks. In addition, the 
pocket was located some 800 km behind the Russian lines. 
But Scherhorn's men were filled with a fierce determina
tion to return home and to aid then1 in this endeavour 
the 'Eastern ' battalion formed four groups. Each was 
made up of two Germans and three Russians. The par
ties were to be dressed in Red Army uniforms and would 
carry Russian arms and food. The intention was that they 

171 Above: One of few aircraft which can be categorically stated to 
have been used by KG 200 was theAradoAr232B-07, WN1: 0110029, 
seen here on display at Farnborough in Noveniber 1945. It still wore 
Luftwaffe camouflage and the em,b/em of 1./TG 5, to whom it was 
first issued. Its allotted KG 200 code wasAJ+RB. Sadly, this was but 
one of numerous unique German aircraft which were scrapped by 
short-sighted bureaucrats in the late 'forties 



would he taken by air to a point as close as possihle to 
where Scherhorn's pocket was believed to be and the 
whole group would then parachute down. 

'Alexander' had reported that the group had no radio 
and asked for a drop, to include ammunition, money and 
medical supplies. As for Skorzenyis Jagdverbande, at the 
end of August the first detachment was dropped east of 
Minsk to be followed some days later by the second group 
which was also taken to the same area. Six days and eight 
days later respectively the third and fourth sections were 
dropped. 

The predicament of the German men of the groups 
was daunting; they were being t ransported to a wild and 
remote area with whose vast forests they were unfamil
iar. They would be dependent. upon the loyalty of the 
former Red Army men \Vho had dropped with them. Their 
task was to find in the extensive woods a group of men 
who did not want to be found easily. And all this they 
must undertake while anti-partisan patrols of the Rus
sian forces made periodic sweeps with armour and aii-
craft a nd masses of infantry to destroy the pockets which 
still held out. 

Radio signals from the firs t group of the 'Eastern' 
Battalion soon after it had landed indicated that it was 
under fire from a strong group of Soviet units. The hasty 
messages gave only the barest information and soon com
munications were broken off, never to be restored. The 
second detachment, however, found the Scher horn group 
and radioed a harrowing account o f the suffering of the 
wounded and the pitiful condition:· of the remainder of 
the group. A doctor was parachuted in, but he broke both 
ankles on landjng. A second doctor was sent in. Fortu
nately, the radio link between Skorzeny's Battalion HQ 
and the pocket functioned well and with this restoration 
of communication aircraft were sent to drop supplies and 
food to the encircled men. 

Jn a fli ght from Riga, a radio operator, Deakov, and 
two agents, one called Sadonikov, of Frontaufklarungs
kom mando 103 were dropped during the night of 15/16 
September by Lt Rehderer and Ofw Ewald Lange in He 
111, A3+BC, of the 2./KG 200, close to a dere lict town 
called Sanetevo. 

Heeresgruppe Mitte, despite being almost destroyed 
by the Russian advance, but warned of Scherhorn's iso
lation by Fre mde Heer Ost, planned an extensive opera
tion for air supply by KG 200 , cover-named 
RE NNSTRECKE (Racetrack), to provide continuing 
support. O n 19 October , Gen-Oberst Hans-Georg 
Reinhardt, Oberkomrnan de ur HGl\tf, to ld Hit ler or 
Scherhorn's needs. Operational HQ 'Robinson ' promptly 
instructed Luftflo tte 6 and Oberst H eigl to be ready to 
meet those needs. The Aimy Group estimated that about 
50 supply flights by He 11 1 s •vould he required to e nable 
LS-Btl 675 to march out to join the German forces. 

At this point some of the Staff advised great caution 
because failures to reply clearly and adequately to their 
questions made the m suspect that the Karnpfgruppe 
Scherhorn with which they were in radio contact was not 
what it seemed to he. Indeed they were right, but their 

doubts did not hold up the setting up of the 'approved ' 
RENNSTRECKE. Their concern, however, caused the 
Stab, Luftflotte 6, to plan a drop of three radio-operators 
to establish the location - and the very existence - of 
the 'pocket' . They wde to transmit using security 'cut
outs' to warn their home station if they were compro
mised. In addition on 27 October, Stahzart .Taschke of 
the Medical Corps and a Luftwaffe officer, Fahnrich \Vild, 
would be sent down with a small detachment to recon
noitre for and to prepare an airstrip. 

Six Arado Ar 232Bs of the 'Erganzungs-Transport 
Gruppe' XIV. Fliegerkorps were transferred '"·ith their 
crews to the 14./TG 4 which operated as required for the 
Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. over the Baltic, to Norway and 
Finland. Now these Tuussem!fussler were to operate for 
KG 200 from 22 October. Four of these aircraft, (still re
taining their unit code 'G6') would take in 20 tonnes of 
materiel and return with wounded. 

The intention was to build an airstrip in the forests 
from 'vhich machines of the KG 200 could evacuate the 
seriously wounded. The message came, however, that this 
had had to be abandoned when Red Army patrols found 
the strip and occupied it. Tn the meantime, the remaining 
groups of the 'Eastern' Battalion had had their own ex
periences. Afte r searching in vain fo r Scherhorn, the 
fourth section returned to the German lines after an epic 
march. The th ird group vanished into the vastness of the 
Soviet Union and nothing more was ever heard of it. These 
even ts should have sent some sort of warning. Back in 
G ermany, however, it was felt that the time had come to 
fo rmulate plans for the return of the Scherhorn group to 
the G erman lines. 

Independently, as yet anothe r check on the radio mes
sages, the RSHA planned its own operation \VILDDLEB 
(Poacher) of four five-man radio teams from Skorzeny's 
German/Russian Jagdverbande to land in complete se
crecy at some distance from Scherhorn 's last reported po
sition and to monitor radio traffic. In the intervening 
period, the Russian juggernaut bad moved further west
ward and they were now nearly 800 km inside R ussian 
territory. A march westwards of that d istance was out of 
the question. To the south, Hungary and Romania were 
now hostile. There remained only one possible direction 
and that 'vas northwards, in a bid to reach the town of 
Dunaburg in Lithuania. Even that, nearly 320 km distant. 
meant that the group would have to cut across the lines 
of communicat ion of the Sm1iet armies fighting at the 
eastern approaches to Germany. It would be an incred
ihly dangerous trek, but it was the only choice. Once in 
Lithuania the aircraft of KG 200 would be able to Janel 
on the frozen lakes and take off again, carrying the 
wounded of Scherhorn's command. 

On 4 November. the radio-team led by SS Untersturm
fuhrer Schiffer signalled linking up with the Kampfgruppe 
and, a fo rtnight later, the intention for a section of the 
group to move out on the 25th or the 26th. 

Othe r factors now came into play. By this stage of the 
wm, despite the increasingly frantic demands made upon 
the Luftwaffe, the shortage of fuel had dras ti ca Uy reduced 
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the number of missions which could be undertaken. In 
these circumstances, the sustenance of one small group 
of 2,000 men isolated deep inside Russia was at first a 
low and then an even lower priority. As winter set in fewer 
and fewer missions were flown to supply food and am
munition to the beleaguered men. The soldiers in the 
Seherhorn pocket bad been out of touch since the late 
summer and had no winter clothing or equipment. They 
were, apparently, still resolved to continue with the march. 
Althoµgh Skorzeny ;md his officers appreciated lhal lhe 
march rate of the ' pocket' \vould be lmv, none thought 
that it would be as painfully slovv as 16 km per day for 
four days of the week and would then need three days of 
rest. By now alarm bells within Germany should have 
been ringing very loudly indeed. 

Notwithstanding what was obviously a fast deterio
rating situation, Schcrhorn. apparently formed his group 
into two columns. The first of these was led by the expe
rienced soldiers of the 'Eastern' Battalion and the sec
ond by the Oberst himself. On 15 November 1944, the 
columns set out trusting in the Luftwaffe to keep them 
supplied as they moved towards the Baltic and their final 
destination. But KG 200 had been forced to reduce even 
further the number of sorties which it could make and 
even fewer supplies were dropped to the two columns, 
now d\vindling in effective fighting strength with each day. 
Increasingly despairing messages reached Germany as the 
hopelessness of the situation became more apparent. 

Even so, supply drops were maintained whenever the 
weather permitted. For example in December after a 
month of atrocious conditions, Ewald Lange flew from 
Gross Schiemann in East Prussia with Uffz Bruno Davids 
in Arado 232s G6+XY and G6+ YY and in H e 11 ls 
A3+BCand A3+HC of the 2./KG 200 with Ofiv Limbach 
and Lt Rehderer of the 2./KG 200, for missions of four to 
six hours on 8, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23 and 29 December. 

In the event Scherhorn's men never reached 
Dunaburg. A destination 290 km from the starling point 
should have been covered, even at the slm\1 speed of 16 
km per day through the forests, in less than a month. But 
the odds against the German columns were enormous. 
Messages noted furious battles against Soviet patrols; 
even hand-to-hand fighting as the Germans tried to force 
their way through. Winter slowed down the pace still fur
ther until the weakened men could resist no longer. Even
tually, in May 1945, Skorzeny's headquarters received the 
last faint radio signal from the remnants of the Scherhorn 
pocket and that, it seems, was that - except that the en
tire desperate saga was a complete fiction! 

Oberst Scherhorn, his officers and virtually all his men 
had been made prisoners of the Soviets by the end of 
July 1944. Pressure through deprivation caused the group 
to 'cooperate' \Vi th the Russians; Scherhorn himself spent 
some time in the Lubyanka prison before being better 
housed. To a large extent, those back in Germany were 
the victims of a degree of self-deception, possibly in the 
vain hope that despite the fact that their Fuhrer had aban
doned Scherhorn's soldiers Lo their fate, their comrades 
in the Luftwaffe were prepared to take great risks to res-
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cue them. The Russians, however, who had carried out a 
masterpiece of deception, described the whole operation 
as a 'tragi-comcdy'. 

MOSUL 
While the attention of the OKH and OKL was con

centrated on Kommando Clara and prohlems of agents 
and supply drops in RENNSTRECKE, the Stab I./KG 
200 was still occupied on a number of other operations 
when and where the weather allowed. A proposed Japan 
Flight having apparently come to nothing (of which more 
later), Hptm Heinz Braun undertook several Ju 290 op
erational missions, the new aircraft being fitted with a 
chute in place of the vertical gun position. During the 
evening of 27 November 1944, Braun flew his Ju 290A-4, 
A3+HB, W.Nr. 0165, of the l. Staffel at \Viener-Neustadt 
with five Iraqis aboard, and two tonnes of supplies for 
agents in the Mosul area. There an anti-British movement 
was Jed by Mohammed Amin A1 Hussein, the Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem, with support from Palestinian Arabs. 

On the flight, of some 3,000 km, Braun was accompa
nied by Lt Wolfgang Pohl, engineer, for \\rhom this was 
the first operation witb the I. Gruppe, the aircraft carry
ing 20,000 litres of fuel. It was expected that the return 
journey would be made via Rhodes-Gadurra, for the is
land was still in German hands. At 01.30 hours on 28 
November they sighted the rivers Euphrates and Tigris 
in bright moonlight and came to the railway line and drop
ping area. From an altitude of only 350 metres the agents 

dropped by fixed-line parachutes. Braun reached Rhodes 
at 05.10 hours and was signalled to land by green lights. 
The flight had taken 12 hours and 51 minutes. 

A repeat flight was programmed for the fol lowing 
night, but Braun returned after only 15 minutes with prob
lems; mechanics under Pohl sought the defect without 
success. After a test flight on 30 November, the problem 
was found to be a burned cable, and the next day Braun 
flew the Junkers back to Wiener-Neustadt for repair. 

EINHORN 
By mid-June 1944, 2. Staffel was quartered with the 

IL/KG 200 at Dedelstorf, and a decision had been taken 
to train its pilots, most of whom had experience only on 
unpowered aircraft, on the Fw 190. The calibre of bomb 
to be used v.'as now set at lJOO kg - this in the teeth of 

' < -

Lange's opposition. for he felt the lesser weight prom-
ised too little destruction. Even so, however, there was 
no bomb available that was guaranteed to hold its trajec
tory once it entered water, and despite attempted 'fixes', 
only one hit could be achieved out of eight trial drops. 

On 15 June, Lange and a small group of his men were 
taken to JG 103 at Stolp-Parovv to get, in the space of 15-
20 circuits, enough training to carry out t heir mission. Tbe 
syllabus was extended a little but was still completed in 
six days. There had heen no take-offs from concrete run
ways, even though the intended bomb load would never 
have permitted the use of grass surfaces, nor had there 
been any preparation for the planned mode of attack 
under cover of night or had \Vea th er. The Staff e l suffered 



it first casualty at Stolp, when Uff"z Kirchhoff was injured 
on the 19th. After three days back at Dedelstorf, Oberst 

Kurt Randel-Semper, KG 200's Operations Officer, or
dered (urlher practice. Via an abortive relurn lo Slolp, 
two officers and six NCOs went to Rechlin-Larz for a 
tw<:H1a.:; C.G\l\'::c,e <:.G'l~Y\ni tl\~e.~ u.ri tG 1(\ tl<c.?,Ye~~. -:.,\\a.Yp 

banking with and without heavy practice bombs, take
offs and flights graduating f rnm lighter bomhs to the ar
mour-piercing PC 1400. In the course of this training, on 
28 June, Ofw Meier was injured in an accident at Rechlin 
in Fw 190F-8, \V.Nr. 581558. 

Luftflotte Reich was ordered to provide 20,000 litres 
of fuel for training, and a full complement of Fw 190F-8s 
was on hand by the end of June (1 1 of the aircraft were 
due in Strasbourg-Enzheim by the evening of 25 June, 
while four others had been supplied to the unit earlier in 
the month). Deployment to Creil in north-eastern France 
was set when someone at the highest level went cold on 
the project shortly after the volunteers had been feted at 
a roUJ1d of receptions in Berlin, forbidding any more test 

flights or operations. 
Lange and his fellmv hardliners were instead offered 

to IX. Fliegerkorps as purported fighter-bomber pilots, 
when in reality they were just out of primary training on 
the Fw 190. Each had made one practice bomb release, 
and none had hit his target. On 23 August, Lange, Obit 
Schuntermann and six others were visited in Ansbach by 
Randel-Semper. They were there unde r the designation 
'Sonderstaffel Einhorn' (Unicorn), the first time that this 
name appears, and it is not clear how they acquired it. 

The same day, Luftflotte 3 ordered seven ordnance tech
nicians from IX. Fliegerkorps and 16 other ground crew 
of II. Jagdkorps, all with Pw 190 experience, to report to 
the III./KG 51 in north-easte rn France. The transfer of 
one of the KG 200's 'super-heavy' fighter-bombers to the 
same Gruppe was also ordered so that servicing arrange
ments for Operation EINHORN could be put in hand. 
On 24 August, Luftgau Belgien/Nordfrankrcich ordered 
three bomb-hoist trolleys of 2,000 kg capacity to be fer
ried from Creil for use in the pro.jected operation. 

On 29 August, Einhorn's Staffelkapiutn reported that 
his unit was to direct its energies only towards ground 
attack with the " heaviest load". It would operate, after 
appropriate training, on lines similar to those of KG 51, 
attacking by evening twilight. The crews were not then 
up to night flying, so IX. Fliegerkorps intended to trans
fer the Sonderstaffel to Vorden, near Osnabri..ick, to train 
with KG 51 's Erganzungsstaffel and to test their n ight 
flying capability. A special fuel allocation was requested 
so that training of KG 51 's replacement pilots would not 
be impeded by this new commitment. If results were good, 
operations would start during the present full moon pe
riod should worthwhile targe ts offer themselves w·ithin 
"the small radius of action (150 km)". The III./KG 5l 's 
base at Le Culot was to serve as an advanced landing 
ground. 

Despite the reported change to the ground-attack role, 
the unit was working up for anti-shipping missions with 
large bombs, reverting to an idea first mooted a t the Lime 

of the Sicilian invasion, when consideration had been 
given lo direding l./SKG lO's Focke-Wulfs armed with 
1,000 kg weapons against ships. In the intervening year 
or so, more powerful aircraft had come inlo service and 
the 1,800 kg Ttialen bomb (the SC 1800 Satan) was now 
t\\~ d\G'i'.~n ~ea.?<:m.1'he b\.'>mb ~\.'>u.~tl ha.'le t\.'> b~ ~eko.~etl 

in a steep glide, entering the water 30m from, and at right 
angles to, the target. It would be fused to explode some 
10-15 m beneath the vessel, liHing il in the water and 
breaking its back. Fw Hartebrod (later with the IL/KG 
200) took ofhvith an 1,800 kg bomb aboard a FW 190. It 
was found that this configuration demanded special tyres 
and a take-off run of 1,200 m, compared with 860 m for a 
normally-loaded FW 190F-8. 

On 11 September, Luftflotte 3 logged an order to KG 
200 that Sonderkommando Einhorn was to transfer im
mediately to Mi..inchen-Riem, there to be at the disposal 
of Luftflottc 2. Why this " immediate" move did not tran
spire for over five weeks is not dear, but. before it did, 
another task was to intervene. 

After American troops took the critical road and rail 
bridge across the River \Vaal at Nijmegen, Holland, on 
20 September 1944, the Germans made repeated efforts 
to destroy them, and Einhorn was among the forces 
thrown into the fight. A POW said lhal lhe besl five pi

lots of the III./KG 51 arrived one day at Achmer, taking 
off with the following dawn in E inhorn 's specially 
equipped aircraft. l11ey carried out a glide attack on the 
bridges with 1,800 kg bombs, being credited with hits on 
both, the pilots re turning to their own unit thereafter. At 
the time, the mission was credited unequivocally lo 
Einhorn. Luftflottc 3's situation report for 28 September 
1944 records that seven Fw 190s of KG 200 attacked 
bridges at Nijmegcn, scoring a direct hit on the road 
bridge and another on the railway bridge for the loss of 
one aircraft. 

The lost pilot was a 30-year-old Austrian, Lt Herberl 
Lcschanz, killed flying Fw 190F-8 W.Nr. 581600, A3+MA. 
He had been a member of 11./KG 200's 4. Staffel, the 'self
sacrifice' training and replacement unit. It was Leschanz's 
misfortune to run into an early patrol by Spitfires of No 
411 Squadron (RCAF), which reported intercepting eight 
Fw 190s trying to dive-bomb the bridges. Flight Lieuten
ant Portz and Flying Officer Graham each claimed one 
destroyed and three more were claimed damaged by other 
members of the Squadron. As seen by defending AA gun
ners, 10 plus Fw 190s attacked withou l warning from the 
north-east at 06.46 hours, dive-bombing from 5,000 dovv·n 
to 152 m. The action lasted two minutes and, despile the 
firing of over 400 rounds of 3.7 in and 40 mm Bofors shells, 
the Germans hit the rail bridge wilh a 500 kg bomb, putting 
it temporarily out of action, and slightly damaged part of 
the other bridge's roadway, so I.he gunners reported. 

E inhorn's next appearance in the records is on 5 Oc
tober 1944, when it was noted that the Sonderstaffel was 
"due to transfer to Upper Italy in the near future with 14 
Fw 190s (ground attack aircraft wilh the heavies t 
bombs)." Although still listed on the strength of Luftflotte 
Reich with seven aircraft (five serviceable) on the 10th , 
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ULTRA confirmed that the 'Speci<i I Staff el' was to trans
fer from Achmer on the 6th, its "flying apparatus" being 
consigned to Holzkirchen railw;:iy station in Bavaria. On 
19 October 1944, the unit flew its Fw 190f-8s into the 
airfield at Villafranca di Verona, Italy. 

ln Italy, Einhorn 's pilots underwent five weeks fur
ther training and a crushing Allied air raid on their base 
before rlying a handful of missions against the Allied ar
mies. l\t1eanwhile, events back home we re deciding the 
unit's future. On 6 November 1944, KG 200 underwent. a 
reorganisation into four Gruppen , whe re before there had 
been only two. Elements of the former 4./KG 200 and of 
Einhorn were m erged into a new 14./KG 200 at 
Dedelstorf, serving as a " training Staffel for all aircraft 
typcs".The 4. Staff el itself metamorphosed into 16. Staffcl, 
based at Mtinchen-Riem and still concerned with train
ing and replacement functions. Einhorn 's operational sec
t inn became the 13./KG 200, an element of IV.Gruppe. 

In the 6 November reorganisation , KG 200 received 
ils new TTT.Gruppc when the 1./SG 5. not long out of f'in
land, was re-designated Stab HJ., 9., 10., and 11./KG200. 
On 11 November, OKL announced its intention thaL 
Einhorn was to be incorpora l_ed into this nevv III.Gruppc, 
joining the Gcschwadcr's other Fw 190 units. These meas
ures were formally carrieLI into effect on 8 January 1945. 

An order of 14 November assigned Einhorn a role in 
the forthcoming Ardennes offensive.attacking " ... impor
tant ohjectives such as bridges on the flanks", but it was 
later deleted from the List of uni Ls to he e mployed. Battle 
had already been joined by the rjme it left Italy for 
Holzkirchen and al 01.20 hours on 18 December that a ir
rield's workshops were ordered to restore fanhom's tech
nical serviceability by all possib le means, night working 
included. The unit was tl1en to transfer to Bonn-Hangelar 
for a " ... special operation (dropping of heaviest bombs)." 
Ir insufficient aircraft for special operations were avail
able, the move was lo tak e place with ·'ordinary aircraft" . 
Ry the evening of 29 Decen:iber, E inhorn had Iive FW 
190s at Hangelar ( three serviceable), attached to ~SGr 
20.This front-l ine strength was never exceeded (although 
the OKL credited 13./KG 200 with 21 Focke-Wulfs I 15 
serviceable l on 10 January) and only one aircraft re
mained unserviceable by the evening of 14 January. 

The plan to attack Scapa Flow remained a possibility 
until January 1945 but was postponed because of typi
cally bad 1'\orth Sea weather. Baumbach, perhaps fretful 
that his G eschwader, although holding many operational 
aircraft, was having no effective use, again put forward 
his earlier plan for E ISl-:NHAMMER, with cootdinated 
attacks by MistcJ and Ju 290s based on the airfielus at 
Oranienburg, Rechlin-Larz and Rostock, directed (hke 
DRACHENHOHLE) with flare marking by 1./ KG 66. 

In January an additional 43 .Tu 88G-6 night-fighters 
were required to be withdrawn and flown to Bernberg as 
the Gruppe for Mistel operations, with attachments at 
Burg, Stendal and in Denmark. The Gruppe was tenta
tively prepared for RTSENHAMMER in restricted form 
but, as we shall see, the preparations were disrupl.ed hy 
the USAAP in J\priJ. 
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At a conference on 10 January between KG 200's 
Komrnodore and Oberst von Gcjff of the General Staff, 
it was dedded that 9. and 10./KG 200 should deploy to 
Stavangar-Sola. Norway with 15-18 aircraft. They were 
intended to take part in DRACHRNHOHLE, along with 
15 l\tfistel composites. The Fockc-Wulfs were supposed to 
use the BT series of Bombentorpedo anti-shipping weap
ons, the hoped-for solution to the water-trajectory prob
lem. Oberstlt Werner Baumbach's proposal that the re
maining BT Staffcl (II.) should be put at Jagdkorps' dis
posal alongside Einhorn (or night attack operations on 
the 'Western Front was accepted. He was also tasked with 
evaluating a possible Einhorn operation against the Ant
werp harhour lock gates and reporting his conclusions, 
but on 14 February this plan was called off. The 
Sonderstaffel and NS Gr 20 moved to Twente, Holland, at 
the end of January, lo be joined there by the 11./KG 200. 
In early February, Schuntennann and tbe ground echelon 
were posted to Prenzlau, leaving E inhorn's seven pilots 
to be ahsorhed into the 11. Staffel. 

Some of the last official traces o f 1-:inhorn's existence 
are in a schedule prepared by Luftflotte Reich to assist 
the Allied disbandment of the I ,urtwaffe, placing III./KG 
200, commanded by Oblt Schoppe, at Eggebek, close to 
the Dutch border, with 31 1-'w 190s· and 446 personnel. of 
whom 60 were aircrcvv·, on 6May1945. Another list from 
the same period puts the 13. anti 16./KG 200 at Vejlc, 
Denmark and 14. at Tirstrup. By 13 May, 13. Staffel W8S 
listed 8t Flensburg, and 14. had lert Denmark "for the 
south" but these movements can hardly have represented 
any more than groups or men heing billeted or trying to 
make their way home - the time for operational flying 
had long gone. 



172: A typically nondescript 
lleinkel He 111 of KG 200 
in winter camouflage during 
the RENNSTRCCKE sup
ply operations. It has no vis
ible markings or nose arma
mem and has heen fitted 
with additional exhaust 
flame dampers. Thi.~ aircraft 
was flown by Lt Wichrnann 
and his crew 

173: This Arado Ar 232B 
also took part in the 
RENNSTRECl< E OJ>r!ra

tions during winter 1944-45, 
wearing hurriedly applied 
temporary winter canwu
jlage. The short white line 
helow the inner engine is 
part of a red and white safely 
marking on the crew access 
door indicating the line of 
1he propeller arc. A similar 
marking could also be seen 
on the Ar 232 on display at 
Farnhomugh pMl-war 

174: l'ftisflJturi.stic looking 
device, the BT 400, was the 
intended weapon for use 
against Allied shipping by 
che SO m en and their Fw 
190s. its main advantage 
over more conventional 
weapons was its ease of pro
duction and use of less scra
wgically important ferrous 
metals 

175: Most an.ti-shipping 
strikes by the Luftwaffe 
made use oj'heavy annour
piercing homhs such as this 
PC 1400 ·Fritz' which had 
300 kg ofTNT within its cas
ing. Some use was made of 
these 'super-heavy' bombs 
(and the even heavier SC 
1800) /Jy KC 200's Sonder
s taffel Einhorn 
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176: Shown in the display 
of captured German aircraft 
held at Farnborough in Oc
tober 1945, this Fw 190F-8/ 
Rl 5, Werk Nummer un
known, was captured at the 
German marine testing sta
tion at Travemilnde. Given 
its anony1nous finish, it is 
possible that it was used by 
fl II KG 200. The lengthened 
tail wheel which gave clear
ance for an under-fuselage 
torpedo or bomb is clearly 
visible. Presuniably iL was 
also filled with the srrength
ened undercarriage. Given 
the Air Ministry number 
AM 111, its ultimate fate is 
unknown 

177 Above: This Arac/oAr 
2328-07, WNr. 0110029, 
(RAE records say 305002) 
also on display at the RA E 
at Farnborough, is one of the 
few well-documented air
craft known to have been 
used by K G 200. Only one 
aircraft definitely known to 
have been used by KG 200 
sri/I survives. This is the 
Fo ck e- Wulf Fw 190A-8, 
WNr. 733682, which once 
formed part of a Mist el 3 of 
Tl./K G 200 and i':i now on 
display in the Imperial War 
Museum in London 

178 Left: A closer view of 
A3+RB. It probably served 
on the R ENNSTR ECKE 
f lights. A f ter capture at 
Eggebek, the RAF made 
some use of it postl11ar 



1945 
OLGA LOOKS WEST 

Using the B-17s 

On the Eastern Front, the Hcinkcls of the 2. Staffc] 
(the Order of Batlle showed 15 on charge from March 
1944 until the end of the year), mostly He 111 H-6 and 
H-20 series, were continually on operations whenever the 
weather allowed, but their suppJics-carrying capacity was 
considered insufficient. Six Arado Ar 232B-O four

engincd transports were transfcrrc.d \1vith their crews from 
Maj Pe1z's 'Erganzungs-Transport Gruppe' Lo the 14./TG 
4 for cooperation with Konunando Clara. TI1is Transport 
Gruppe had flown 'special operations' as a part ofTrans
port-Fliegcr Staffcl 5 for the Versuchsvcrband Ob.d.L. 
over Lhe J3altic, to Nonvay, finland and northern Russia. 
It is almost certain that the Ar 232B-O which crash-landed 
near l<uklovo on 6 Seplember when the Ta vrin opera
tion was begun, belonged to this unit. One Ar 232B rc
ma in ed with KG 200 until the end of the war. 

As the Allies advanced into France and the Lmv Coun
tries, the outstations of Kommando Olga closed down. 
T11e 1./KG 200 moved from Finstcrwaldc to Finmv in Scp
tem ber, <t lthough Fins Lerwal<le remained in operational 
use by the 1. and 2. Staffeln. 

In the \Vest, the liberation of northern and north-west
ern France in the summer of 1944 brought about an in 

17-9 Above: Shown in a heavily cam.ouffaged revetment at 
Hildesheim in April 1945. the original identity of this KG 200 B -17 
remains unknown. Prom this angle it is impossihle to say ivhether it 
is a B-17F or -G. ihe large size o/ the swastika, fVhich has appar
ently been applied over rhe original camouflage, could be a clue to 
its identity 

crease in the demand for operations by Kommando Olga, 
operating from f'rankfurt. Poremost was the need to main
tain contact \1Vith the 'stay behind ' sabotage and intelli
gence groups which had a far more difficult problem of 
remaining active than had similar groups behind the So
viet lines. The l./KG 200 He llls, Ju 188s and B-l 7s in 11 
sorties dropped 157 V-Leute \Vith provisions while 
FrontaufkHirungs-Kommandos demanded 114 further 
operations. The intensity of operations can be gauged by 
the example of Lt Rederer who carried o ut 21 such mis
sions i11 He 111 A3+ KB during May alone. 

On appointment as Geschwaderkommodore, Oberst 
Baumbach appointed Lt Pete r Stahl, previously at 
Wiener-Neustadt, to command Olga and to set priorities 
to make best use of his aircraft and crews. Baumbach also 
brought wilh him J\!laj Adolf von Harnier as Operations 
Offizic,r lA, replacing Randel-Semper who remained with 
lhe Geschwader in an ' advisory' capacity Lo continue his 
dealing with the OKL and RSHA. In February 1945, he 
was transferred lo OKL, but apart from a few agenl-drop
pi n g sorties flyjng activity bad come to an end. 
Komma_ndo O lga was opera Ling at Cu.II capacity - Jor in

stance, on the night of 23/24 November, StahL flying a Ju 
188 made lhree sorties, dropping ma Leri.el lo an agent near 
Breda in the Netherlands, parachuting an agent into Bel
gium and dropping a PAG some 60 miles south-wesl of 
Paris. 

T'he schec.lules for O lga had become a lmost impossi 
ble to achieve; it appears that RSHA Amt VI had no real 
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appreciation of the difficulties of flying units 'in the field' 
and considerable ill-feeling developed. This coincided 
with the disappointment felt by the promoters of the 
Totaleinsatz project and may have been instrumental in 
the re moval of Oberst H eigl fro m command of the 
Geschwader. 

Except for accidents causing damage, Kommando 
Olga suffered no losses until 10 December 1944 when Ju 
188 A3+BD crashed during an ' insertion' flight, but dur
ing the early weeks of 1945 losses began to mount. 

Early in January Obit Adalbert Frcihcrr von 
Pecbmann flew a B-17, A3+BB, from l'inow for opera
tions under the control of Kommando Olga from Stutt
gart-Echterdingen. The first sortie was on 12 January to 
Marseille, Operation KADELLA. Von Pechmann, with 
Ofi"'' Paul Knappenschneider as navigator, flew across 
Switzerland at 5,000 m, dropped agents and returned to 
Echterdingen at 02.40 hours in the morning. The follow
ing night the crew undertook another operation, 
PERLE N-FISCHER (Pearl fisher), taking-off at 23.30 
hours for a dropping zone west of Paris and returning to 
base at 06.05 hours on 14 January. Two days later the 
crew flew A3+ BB back to Fin ow. During a dropping mis
sion on 22 January, Ju 188 A3+0D was shot down and 
another Junkers Ju 188, \V.Nr. 260399, A3+LD, was lost 
between Erfurt and Echter-dingen on 3 February. 

Another disaster struck Kommando Olga a week later. 
On 9 February* a B-17, perhaps A3+CE (identified by 
Swiss author, Hans Heiri Stapfer, as Down and Co!, 42-
30146) was to undertake a 'top priority' mission, carrying 
ten 'officials' and members of Marshal Petain's Govern
ment, temporarily based at Sigmaringen in Wurttemberg. 
The grouµ, chief a mong them the Comte D e Bony De 
Lavergne, may have been intending to attempt to reach 
an 'understanding' between Petain and de Gaulle's Pro
visional Government or to raise opposition to de Gaulle. 
The B-17 carried a cre\:v of nine including the pilot, O.fw 
Karl Knappenschneider, and co-pilot Ofw Georg Joachim, 
and two gunners. Take-off was at 22.00 hours but the 
Fortress had just begun to climb when it exploded in a 
hall of fire. The gunners, Uffz Heinz Henning and Fw 

Friedrich Seeger, were thrown clear and survived, but 
debris killed a man of the watching ground crew. All the 
l'renchmen were buried at Echterdingen. 

An inquiry was promptly convened, but could reach 
no conclusion about the explosion which may have re
sulted from 'political sabotage' or from the accidental 
explosion of a device intended to destroy the aircraft if it 
should be forced to la nd in liberated France. The 
Luft\vaffe was always greatly concerned about the possi
bility of 'its' aircraft being captured or recovered by the 
AHies, having lost several machines fitted with secret or 
semi-secret radar and armament by forced-landing, faulty 
navigation or other mischance. 

B-17 A3+BB was flown again to H ildesheim and on 
to Stuttgart-Echterdingen late in February. lts missions 
were delayed because of adverse weather over western 
E urope un til the night of 2/3 Nlarch when, piloted by 
Fahnrich Schenderlcin, the B-17 took off to cross the 
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Opper Rhine just clear of the Swiss frontier and headed 
for central France. Schenderlein turned northwards and 
in the early hours dropµed nine agents with thei r sup
plies in northern France and the Low Countries. He flew 
a reciprocal course at 6,000 ft and turned north-east over 
the Vosges - but he had already been located by Allied 
radar. 

The radar control 'Churchman' directed a Beaufighter 
of the US 415th Night Fighter Squadron, based at Ochey, 
onto the course of the B-17, heading towards Strasbourg. 
The Beaufigbter pilot, Lt Gilpin, qui te soon spotted 
Schenderlein's aircraft, identifying it in the dark as an 
Fw 200. He immediately attacked and, although there was 
answering fire, he set the bomber's starboard wing on fire. 
Six members of the B-17 crew parachuted to safety be
fore their aircraft crashed and burned out near Luvigny, 
south of Strasbourg, at 06.18 hours. Three survivors were 
found and made prisoner, but the others perished.A3+BB 
was described by crew me mbers and by others of the 2./ 
KG 200 as a B-17G, but this may have been in error for a 
B-17F. The aircraft in question was almost certain ly 42-
3190, a B-l7F-35-DL, lvlr Five by Five. 

An unusual mission by Olga was KARNEVAL (Car
nival). Threats of dire punishment were made to deter 
any German from collaborating with the advancing Al
lies. The first CTerman city to he occupied by the U S 1st 
Army was Aachen, where the Americans appointed as 
Oberburgermeister a 'non-Nazi', Franz Oppenhoff. On 
the night of 19 March, a B-17 of the l./KG 200, com
manded by Obit Paul Karger and flown by Lt Pohl , car
ried seven agents from Hildesheim over Belgium. The 
p ilot followed a stream of returning RAF bombers to 
avoid being fired upon and, when challenged, Karger fired 
distress signals to indicate damage. The B-17 headed for 
Antwerp, then for Brussels where one agent was dropped 
by parachute, then a '\Vercwolf' party of six was dropped 
near Waals, llolland, eight kilometres from Aachen. The 
party, including a young woman and a 16-year-old hoy 
who would act as look-outs and divert suspicion, ap
proached Oppenhoff's house on the evening of 24 March. 
On the doorstep, Offenhoff was shot and killed by SS
Oberscharfuhrer Joseph Leitgeb. The German press an
nounced that Oppenhoff had been executed "by order of 
the German People's Courts". This and a few minor inci
dents apparently persuaded SHAEF that the Werewolf 
threat was serious. 

During the month one or two aircraft were picked up 
by radar on at least 11 nights, so SIG INT (Signals Intelli
gence) of 2nd Tachcal Air l'orce reported; B-l 7s twice to 
Rotterdam (17 Ylarch) and to the Jura on 31 March, other 
missions by Ju 188s, presumably for 'stay behind' groups 
in Allied territory. 

*ln his m emuirs Peler Stahl records lhe even/ as being in !Harch, bw 
the !./!((; 200 loss list dearly states Fehn.wry 



180: F.chterdingen, Febru

ary 1945 and Obll Peter 
Stahl, commnnrler of 

Kommando Olga. luys a 

wrearh on the graves of 
those killed in the crash of a 
B -17, A3+C.t:, which blew 
up shortly ofrrr take-off on 

/he nigh/ uf lhe 2nd, killing 
all on hoard except th.P. 

tailgunna nu: pas:-..engers 
>vere high level m embers of 
the Vidiy Frnzch govem
menl lryint; lo make guud 
their escape. The pmhahlc 
cause of the crash remains 

unknown hut sahotage can
not be ruled 0 11r 

nu: Jwv unidentified 

mP.tn.bers of KG 200 pose in 
fronl of their Bueing B-17C 
at Hildesheim in April 7945. 
Th.is is the only kn.own ex
ample ufa personal insignia 
on a [((; 200 airr.roft. The 

car/oon uf a dwrucler rid
ing a swan (which appears 

to hold a bomb in its beakj 
was applied h y the 

l,uftwaffe and is based upon 
a Nils Hulger-sun j(1iry tale. 
The C erman-applied cam
ouflage appears to be a Light 
grey 'wellen-muster' line 

over dark green or grey 

uppersurfaces. Undersides 
are almost certainty l>f ack 

182: Another view of the 
same B-17C seen above ar 
f-lildesheim in. Aprif 1945. 
Unforlunalely the original 
US identity of thr aircraft is 

no/ knuwn. '1\-vv pv,~sible 
contenders a re 42-38017 
and 42-39974. Other identi

fied B-17Cshadeilherbeen 
already Lost or had diffaent 
Luftwaffe markings at this 

date 
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DANGEROUS GAMES 
Baumbach and Speer 

Baumbach was surprised to be awakened at 05.00 
hours one April morning and summoned to the Ministry 
of Armaments by the Minister,Albert Speer. He was fur
ther surprised to find the meeting held "conspiratorial" 
circumstances when Speer drove him in his (Speer's) own 
car while Baumbach's vehicle followed. Speer begged the 
Oberstleutnant's confidence and silence, no-one else hav
ing any knowledge of what he proposed. He asked bluntly: 
"Do you believe the war is Jost?" - the mere asking of 
which could very easily lead to a prison-yard and a ga
rotte or shooting. When Speer's 'meeting' ended beneath 
a road bridge on the outskirts of Berlin, he asked 
Baumbach to meet him again in two or three days so that 
if the Kommodore's reply was affirmative, he would learn 
more of Speer's plans. 

This he did, as Dr Gellermann confirms. Speer's first 
plan was to bring the war to an end by assassinating his 
patron and leader by dropping a container of poison gas 
into an air-conditioning intake of the Ftihrerbunker, but 
that had to be abandoned because the air-intake shaft 
had been extended upwards by four metres. The danger 
in the plan was greatly increased by the prospect of car
rying a ladder, unexplained, through the Chancellery 
grounds. Speer now proposed that Hitler could best be 
assassinated while apart from his close entourage, when 
he went nightly to his air-raid shelter without an escort 
from the Fiihrer-Begleitkommando. The Minister had 
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observed that that the RAF dropped target-marking 
flares - 'Christbaumen' (Christmas trees) at the begin
ning of a raid. All traffic in the area was made to stop so 
Speer proposed that flares fired into the air simulating 
the Christmas trees would halt the cars, making an op
portunity to kidnap Hitler 's closest associates and advi
sors by drugging them and carrying them from their ve
hicles to ambulances standing by. 

Speer would then, under the pretext of showing Hit
ler and Bormann a fictional 'Wunderwaffe' (wonder
weapon) at his Ministry, ensure that they would also be 
rendered unconscious. This seemingly easy (to Speer) plan 
involved him and his captives being driven to an airfield 
and then to England. 

To implement his plan, Speer would rely on Baumbach 
who, having been appointed by order of the Fuhrer on 1 
March as 'Bevollgemachtigter for Bri.ickebekampfung' -
a grand title meaning 'Plenipotentiary for Bridge Attack', 
better translated as Supreme Commander for Bridge At-

183 Above: Pictured in a well-camouf laged disp ersal bay at 
Oranienburg in March 1945, this M istel 2 combination is typical of 
the equipment available to KG 200 in its bridge-busting role. Al
though it is likely that the parent unit was not KG 200 but KG 30, 
such distinctions had become almost academic as all such opera
tions now came under the control ofWerner Baumbach. The Ju 88 is 
fitted with an alternative short fuse and a long-range tank, suggest
ing it was intended for use in DRACHENHGHLE 



tacks, was empowered (most conveniently under lhe cir
cumslan<.:es) to speak and to give instructions without ques
tion, as if it were Hitler himself So Speer and Baumhach 
called for assistance from Oberst Knemeyer, who was by 
this time entirely responsible at the RLYI for the procure
ment of aircraft. Al that lime KG 200 had to hand only 
one Ju 290 and access to several B-17s and B-24s. The 
Kummudore found that Knemeyer was sympathetic to 
Speer's intentjons and was willing (provided he was given 
sealed unlers Lo demonstrate his ignorance of the plan) to 
make another Ju 290 at Oranienburg available. 

The O KL recorde d Iha t the PliegerHi hrer 200 
(Baumbach) had not been located for 14 days a nd that 
he had conlribuled nulhing in his capacity as 'Supreme 
Commander for Bridge Attack ' . To those who knew of 

his movemen ts. he was supposedly engaged in preparing 
schemes to rationalise the use of the Luftwaffe 's d imin
ishing resources, in consuJtaLion with the other two con
spirators. Speer, meanwhile, made arrangements for six 
fi eld am bulances lo be pul at his disposal. 

Speer hoped for the support of Gen Adolf Galland, 
the fi ght.er Jeader, bul was unable to make contact with 
him in southern Germany, so he turned to General der 
Panzer-Truppen Thoma le to see if a sufficient number of 
trus tworthy (the word seems a little out of place in this 
situati on) soldiers might. be found to carry through the 
kidnap plan. The Panzer General required time to con
sider, f OT uiscuverv would be disastr ous and fatal, but it is 
not clear whether he was willing to give Speer the he lp 
he requested for the Minister appears, a t this late stage, 
to have lost heart or self-confidence and abandoned the 
scheme, instead re lying on members of the Reichs Gov
ernment surrendering to the Western Allies. 

A s 'Supreme Comman der for Bridge Atta ck s' 
Baumbach had the authority to use any personnel o r 
weapons I.ha t. he might think fit. Thus he acquired a 
number of H s 293 radio-controlled guided bombs for use 
in his 'specia l operations'. E insalzkommando 200 (PK) 
Do 217 and He 111 aircraft were fitted for air-launching 
these weapons. H e was alsu allowed to obtain the 
Sommerbaflon and Winterballon float ing mines and to 

employ Army Engineers and the manned torpedoes of 
the Kleinkampfmittcl-Verband. For all operatio ns against 
bridge crossings Oberst Joachim Helbig was appointed 
his deputy, responsible to Luftflotte 6 on 6 March 1945 in 
command of a 'Gefecht.sverband ('fask Force) llelbig'. 

One m ay be forgiven for believing that Oberst 
Baumhach no longer IeJL interest or responsibility for his 
Geschwader but this was not the case. In his multiple roles 
it is clear tha t, having no doubt that the defeat of Ger
many was imminent, he saw little or no point in further 
risking the lives of his men (even if fuel for lheir aircraft 
were available) . A major concern was the fear of a break
down of morale such as had occurred at the end of the 
Great War. a concern apparently shared by the Staff of 
Luftflotte 6, demonstrated by their devolving'operat ional 
responsibility' for the 'Destruction of Bridges' entirely 
upon Oberst Helbig who, despite all the difficulties of 
supply and the probable outcome, still proposed a ' last 

d itch ' effort , a 'gra nd self-sacrifice mission ' far removed 
from the original intentions of Lange's Leonidas Staff e l. 

With the authority of the Luftflotte, Oberst H elbig was 
given command of the Stab of l .Lehr (Operational Train
ing) Gruppe, moved to Treuenbrietzen, and the Il./LG 1 
v;:ith a strength of 30 Ju 88 A-4s. He also had the abil ity to 
call for numbers of older Bf 109 and Fw 190 aircraft in 
addition to the missile launche rs of the TT./KG 200 and a 
number of Mistel composites. On paper the potential air
craft strength appeared formidable hut the reali ty was 
somewha t less so, offering only slight chance of slowing 
down the Red A rmy's drive in the north as e nvisaged hy 
H it ler who had reserved the right to give an order for a 
'se lf-sacrifice' attack. H elbig Jed four escorted He 11 1 s 
Crom Burg the following day to a ttack one of the bridges 
at Goritz, where he launched a H s 293 to score the only 
hit. Task Force H elbig now incorporated special units 
assembled for EISENHAMMER jncJuding a Kommando 
des Erprobungsst.e lk n (KdE), made up of test-pilots ex
perienced with the 'experimental' weapon. In the West, 
the US First Army captured the Ludendorff Bridge across 
the Rhine at Remagcn on 7 March. T mmediately Fw 190 
fighter bombers began attacks to destroy the bridge. Nine 
Fw 190G-ls of 11./KG 200 were detached from Twente 
to Frankfurt Rhein-Main lo all.ack by n ight on 9 and 10 

March with 1,000 kg bombs, but the bridge remained 
standing. After a series of raids and several hits by other 
bomber Staffcln, the structure collapsed on 17 March, too 
late t.o prevent the US 1st A rmy exploiting its bridge

head across the river. 
The first Mist.el allack by Task Poree H elbig was 

against the Oder bridges at Goritz on 8 March, the force 
consisting off our Mis tel composites with five Ju 188s and 
two Ju 88s as escort for the small attacking force. It was 
noted that part of the southern bridge appeared to be 
destroyed but the damage was insufficie nt to halt the 
build-up of a Suvid bridgehead. The next recorded at
tacks were made on 21 March when six He 111 and four 
Do 217s of th e Versuchskommando/KG 200 struck the 
Oder bridges at Goritz yet again. Two days later b ridges 
at Goritz and Neuralhstock were unsuccessfully attacked 
when no bombs were released "due to technical failures". 
Another three days passed before the next a ttacks -
again only two hits were recorded. 

During an attack on the Goritz bridges on 13 March a 
Heinkel was hit by the remarkably accurate Soviet anti
aircraft fire - four were killed and two of the crew 
wounded. Another H e 111 was hit on 22 March, but re
turned to base with one man killed. 

During the follO\ving ·week sporadic sorties were flown 
but with no effecti ve results, such that on 28 March 
Baumbach sent to the Luftwaffenstab and to the o ther 
Headquarters a signal pointing oul that Mistel action 
against temporary bridges was wasteful and proposed that 
only permanent bridges should be a ttacked, using tr ied 
and trusted methods of a ttack by manned aircraft. The 
point was emphasised a day lat.er when only one h it could 
be recorded from the use of six composites attacking the 
Russian-held Steina u raj l briuge. 
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11rn Gefechtsverband llelbig, equipped wit h nine He 
111 s and a Do 217, all carrying Hs 293 missiles, carried 
o ut further bridge allacks on 13, 20, 22, 23, 25 and 26 

March. Four He 111s again made h its on 25 11arch, one 
on the bridge Uoritz-Nonl , one on Goritz-SUd. The same 
day 22 additional Ju 88s were attached to KG 200. At this 
time 5./KG 200 maintained 27 serviceable Ju 88s and 188s, 
hut 6./KO 200 had o nly two operational Mistel Il s and 
three Mis te l llls. The He 111s and Do 2 17s of 
Ei nsatzkommando 200 made a final attack on the Oder 
bridges a l Uorilz and Le bus on 26 -March, achieving on ly 
one hi t at Lcbus. 

Gefechtsverband Helbig carried o ut another atl.(lck 

on the last day of March . Six I\1istcl ls and four bombers 
from Burg were escorted by 24 l31109s o f JG 52 lo de
stroy the rai l bridge a t Steinau, but o nly three Misteln 
attacked the target and made one certa in hit. Two o f the 
old Bf 109 controlling aircraft suffered engine-failu re and 
released their bomber components be fore reaching t he 
target. Five more Fw 190-Mistcl composites were sent 
against the Vistula bridges at \Varsaw on 8April, but none 
of these attacks could prevent or delay the final Soviet 
offensive against llerlin. 

It seems tbat a number of other Mistel attacks, some 
in combination with Jive-bombing, were made in M arch 
but no records remain. The disappointing results of the 
use of the new weapon were at last recognised by the 
OKL and, on 12 April, the Gcfechtsverb and Helbig was 
relieved of its duties wit.h Lu1U1olle 6 and trnn, ferred to 
the Luftflotten-Kommando Nord Ost for actio n against 
different Large!s. l n !he light of the evidence, the text of a 
signal from the OKL dated 19 April seems unreal: 

"l. During the battles in the Neisse or Oder secwr in 
Lhe lasl two days. the enemy advance was made possi
ble only by his suffering very high Losses in human and 
material terrns. 

2. An uninterrupted supply is there.fore crucial to the 

enerny. An irmnediate imerruption in supplies could ar 
rhis moment still make it possible fo turn Liu~ Lide. 3. 

LfL. Kdo 6 is asking therefore to carry on with the de
struction of the Weichsel bridges as soon. as the weaLher 

permits". 

Meanwhile the 10. SLa(fol (CTf./KG 200) lost more Fw 
190s to accurate Sovie t anti-aircraft fire - those of Lt 
Gering ('lllack 7'), Fw Massei and Uf.fz Stirnmler ('Black 
4' and '2') on 6 April over Stoltzenau on the \"Veser; all 
the pilots be ing killed . 

O n 10 April a mixed assembly of Mistel, some with Bf 
109, other s with Fw 190 contro l aircrart , \Vas heavi ly 
bombed at Rechlin-Larz which had p reviously escaped 
serious all<H.:k. These aircraft may have been from the 
' provision al ' Iv1iste l unit KG 101 but according to 
Oberstab-lng. Tilenius they were un der command of the 
'Fli e ge rflihre r 200' . Eighteen o f t he m ain 
EISENlli\MMER force were destroyed. 

Baumbach was summoned by Himmler to his head
quarters a l G ustruw where he was told that negotia tions 
th rough tbe offices of Count Folke Bernadotte (Deputy 
Chairman ul the Swedish Red Cross) were in progress 
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rtnd was asked if a ircraft could be made available for 
transport to Sweden. Baumbach assured Himmler Lhal 

transport aircraft remained at stand-by. 
On 26 April, uni ts or the US aml R.ed Armies mel a l 

Torgau on the Elbe, dividing Wclumacht-held territory 
in two. The foJlowing day J liller was Loki of Himmler·s 
iltlempted negotiations. 

Any possibility of the SO men being employed as first 
intended having been abandoned, Hanna Reitsch had 
virtually appointed hersell personal pilot to Gen R.nhert 
Ritter von Greim, C-in-C Luftflotte 6. \Vhen called to 
the Chancellery, he planned that R eitsch should rly him 
to Berl in by means of a Focke-Acbgelis FA 223 Drache 

(Dragon) helicopter, one of which aircraft remained at. 
R ech lin and on which Reitsch had flying experience. It 
\.Vas certainly fortu na te that she had been a test-pilot ror 
many types, considering the variety of aircraft she was to 
pilo t d ur ing the days lhal follu·wed ; presumilbly from 
those held by the E-Stelle or those brought together by 
Baumbach for his ' RegierungsslaHer. She and von Greim 
arrived at Rechlin on the night of 25/26 April, only to 
find that the helicopter had been damaged by A I lied ac
tion, so they required a pilot \Vho had already flown to 
and from Berlin lo take them lo Ga lo'l-v, in an FW 190 

with a 'pick-a-back' position bchjnd the pilot's seat. (In 
fact in the rear fuselage, entry being gained by means or 
an in-huilt access hatch which was not infrequently used 
to transport braver war pho tographers and, in extremis , 
ground crew). R eitsch was duly squeezed into the rear 
fuse lage and they set olT, with an e~corl cover of 40 fi ght
ers. From Gatow they continued with von Grei.m at the 
controls of a 1-ieseler Srorch Lu Land by l he Branden burger 
Tor, altho ugh he was \vounded in the leg by ground-fire. 

Hitler told the couple of his intentions and promuleu 
von Greim as Feldmarschall and appointed him Com
mander-in-Chief of the L uftwaffe on the 29th. He gave 
orders that von Greim should return to Rechlin and des
patch "every available aircra ft "' t.o a ttack Soviet troops 
around the Chancellery, then to continue northwards to 
arrest Himmler. 

Clearly these instructions could not be carr ied out, but 
under fire, Reitsch flew von U reim out in an Ara do Ar 96 
concealed in a blast pen near the Brandenburger Tor, first 
to R echlin, then in a BU 181 Hestmann to inform D o nitz 
at his Pion headquarters. Von G reim insisted on flying 
southwards to Generalfcldmarschall Ferdinand 
Schoerner's HQ at Koniggratz. Schoemer was notorious 
for his loyalty to lliller and his harsh treatment of so
callcd 'deserters' in the Wehrmacht. After treatment for 
von Ureim's injurjes, sustained on the earlie r fl ight to 
Berlin , on 7 tvlay Reitsch flew him by Do 217 to Graz 
and, with the aircraft damaged by rlrtk , crash-landed at 
the edge of the airfield. 

As already noted, H elbig had suggested a 'grand self
sacrifice m ission ' to destroy a number of Oder bridges, 
simultaneously 'swamping' I he Sovie t anti-aircraft capa
bility. ;-.low, it seems, the Commanding General of the I. 
filiegerkorps, Gen Paul Deichmiln n, also called upon his 
pilots to volunteer for similar self-destructive missions, 



although he had no authorily from the PUhrer to do so. 
At the same time, perhaps realising at last tbe diffi

culty and danger (from both adversaries for the t1ak units 
were notoriously trigger-happy as well as accurate) Speer 
looked for an alternative lo escape by air. 

Doubtless Speer's .tv1inistry representative in Ham
burg,\Volf knew, as did other senior Nazis of Speer's plans 
or some interpretation of his intentions. Baumbach sent 
i'daj Beegor to Gau.Leiter Kaufmann in llamburg to see if 

he could provide a 'Kriegsfischkutter' or some other kind 
of vessel as a means of avoi<.bng early caplure by lhe West
ern Allies. 

The KFK '"'"·as a 24-melre boat based on a design of a 
fishing-boat, not unlike those armed trawlers used by the 
Royal N;:ivy for similar duties, principally inshore convoy 
protection and policing. The usual armament was either a 
3.7 cm gun or a 2.0 cm Flak or 2.0 cm anti-aircraH guns, 
one mounted on a foredeck p1atfonn, the other abaft the 
bridge. These boats had generous be tween-decks accom
modation and two \Vere at that time used by the Abwehr 
and one for training sabotage diving teams along the Nor
wegian coast. Either would have been suitable for any jour
ney proposed by Speer Lo Greenland, for instance, capa
ble of a range of L700 km at seven knots constant speed. 

In the event, nothing more was heard of this project. 

The Will 
Goebbds questioned Baumbach about his immedi

ate plans for I.he SO men when the machines were ready 

at Prenzlau, but Baumbach, it seems, avoided any defi
nite answer, having devolved operational responsibilities 
onto 1\1.aj Wilhelm Kuschke, supposedly involving him
self nn ly in their training. 

In his final \Vill, Hitler expelled Goring from the Party 
and cancelled his mililary rank and privileges. In his place 
Gross-Adm Karl Donitz was named Reichsprasident and 
Oherbef e hlshaber der Wehrmachl, Lo assume these func
tions on 1 I\.1ay. Himmler also \vas expelled from the Party 

184: Found abandoned lll 
Gato"vt1 after the war had 
ended, could this unidenti
fied Fieseler Fi 156 Storch 
have heen used w tran.spon 
high-ranking ufficers of the ·· 
Nazi regime in the comings _ 
and goings .from the 
Fa.hrer hunker? 

and accused of treason, a far more appropriate use of the 
term than \Vhen applied tn Goring's over-keen and mis
understood action at a time ·when communications were 
broken between himself and the Filhrer's headquarters. 
J\ new Government was to be headed by Goebbels as 
Chancellor, with Donitz as l'v1inister for \Var, but the situ
ation was changed by Goebbel's decision to remain with 
Hitler until the end. 

One of seven couriers sent out from the Bunker on 29 
April carried a copy of the Will and the Hitler/Braun mar
riage certificate, for Donitz at Flensburg. On hearing that a 
courier \\1as on his way, the Admirn1 ordered a floatp1ane to 
pick him up from the llave1 River, just in advance of the 
Russian forces. TI1e courier, Heinz Lorenz of the Propa
ganda Ministry, reached the east bank and rowed out to tell 
the pilot that there were two other messengers waiting.1l1e 
aircraft came under fire and, when Lorenz fell into the wa
ter, the pilot took off. Lorenz was captured by the Soviets, 
bul the other couriers disappeared. 

Reitsch and von Greim left the Bunker on 29 April, 
knowing of 1-Etler's intentions as Baur recorded, "I have 
given Bormann several messages for D<1nitz - make sure 
that you get Bormann out of Berlin and to Donitz by 
plane from Rcchlin" - and "You must take responsibil
ity that the bodies of my ,,.,.ife and myself are burned so 
that my enemies do not have the same mischief \Vi th me 
as was done with Mussolin i". News of the execution and 
the public display of the bodies of the ex-Duce and his 
mistress, Clara Petacci, had just been announced. 

Albert Speer 
TI1e former Foreign :tv1inister Joachim von Ribbentrop 

came to the airfield at Kaltenkirchen, near llamburg, hav
ing somehow obtained the use of an aircraft to fly him to 
Bavaria. He alleged that he was empowered to speak on 
behalf of Hitler who would be travelling to the south. H ear
ing of this, Baumbach and Knemeyer pressed upon Albert 
Speer the need for discussion with Ribbentrop. 
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23 April was a busy day at the Flihrerbunker. Karl
Hcrmann Frank, Rcichsprotcktor of Bohemia and 
Moravia , was ilmvn into Berlin with a scheme to dimin
ish German authority and withdraw troops from the 
former Czechoslovakia, lhen lo set up an anti-Commu
nist 'National Government', hoping that the country's 
armaments and other industries might be saved from Al
lied bombing. Speer also visited Hitler for a brief meet
ing and \\las greaUy disturbed Lo find lhal Frau Uoebbels 
was determined that ber children should die with her 
when lhe rniblary situation became hopeless. He also re
quested Hitler's approval for the 'directors' (presumably 
meaning also the senior engineers) of the Skoda industry 
to be removed from the danger of capture by the Rus
sians by flying them to Paris. Quite by chance, as he left, 
Ribbentrop arrived and in secret they discussed the mat
ter, Ribbentrop acceding lo Speer's wishes and giving him 
ful1 authority for the flight. Speer requested an aircraft 
from Baumbach who noted cryptically, 'Helicopler by 
Storch to Berlin, courier service', presumably the means 
by which private messages could be sent to 1-rank in 
Prague of Hitler's approval to this rather hazardous plan. 
Frank was told that a Siebel 10-seat. communications aero
plane would land at Prague-Ruzyne a little before mid
night. (presumably 25 or 26 April) and must. leave before 
04.00 hours the following day. A Siebel 204A transport 
duly arrived; this wasi\3+Ll3 of the l./KG 200,re-marked 
D-SNAY as a civil aircraft for the occasion, in case it 
should be intercepted by Allied fight ers on its way across 
southern Germany and into France. At Ruzyne it caused 
some interest among the Luftwaffe personnel , but no ex

planation was given for its presence. Speer, of course, 
had Curt.her jdeas - instead of Hying Ribbentrop to Ba
varia, to fly him to England in Speer's Ju 88 flown by the 
'confidential' pilot Oblt Home of the 'Somlerkommando 
Baumbach'. The flight was planned for the following day, 
but was cancelled because of bad weather in the West. 

GFA1 Albert Kesselring (OB \Vest) and Ferdinand 
Schoerner (appointed to the thankless and impossible 
task of commanding the diminished Army Group defend
ing Berlin) were to be informed or t.he Czech flight. This 
alone might suggest that the story of the Czech industri
alists was a fiction , concealing an opportunity for Hitl er 
to leave Berlin and, possibly, Germany. It seems that 
Kesselring never received the message - hut no such 
flight took place. The Siebel was soon afterwards in use 
in Schleswig-Holstein. 

From the events linking Baumbach and Speer, it is 
clear that the t\vo were close confidants, if not friends. 
Speer even sent official signals to Baumbach, addressing 
him as 'Dear \.Vinnetou' and, in return, Baumbach called 
the Arms Minister 'Old Shatter hand', both names derived 
from characters in the Wild Vv'est fiction by a popular 
writer, E rnst 1'1ay, with which (like thousands of roman
tically-inclined Germans) both the conspirators were fa
miliar. 

Albert Speer, Jike his leader, was a fantasist - but for 
him and for Baumbach to believe that the firing of flares 
over Berlin could be the first step in the kidnapping of 
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Government ministers \Vas surely stretching fantasy to 
its limits. 

The RSHA was fully aware of the distrust between 
the Soviet Union and the Western Powers and of the likely 
political problems that would arise between them as the 
war progressed. 

In July 1944, when German efforts to preve11t a build
up of the Anglo-A rnerican forces in Normandy were ob
viously failing, Goring and Feldmarschal! Kesselring dis
cussed the possibility arising of a retreat into the home
land. They considered a situation in which German forces 
from the \.Vest and from Italy might be withdrawn to de
fend an impregnable mountain redoubt in Southern Ba
varia and Tirol. TI1ere, from a position of strength , they 
might reach an armistice with the ·western Allies so that, 
with an end to the British and American bombing of 
Germany's industry, they could turn the Webrmacht to
tally against the Red Army. Nothing came of the proposal 
for several months. 

As the Red Army and Eisenhower's Allied Expedi
tionary Force closed in on the borders of Germany, 
Reichsfilhrer-SS Heinrich Himmler, Commander of the 
Ersatz-Armee ('Home Army'), ordered the incorpora
tion of units of the Volksstunn, the equivalent of the Brit
ish Home Guard, into regular formations for the defence 
of the Homeland. SS Obergruppen.filhrer Ernst Kalten
brunner, llead of the RSHA, instructed Skorzeny to de
velop an organisation, largely made up of Hitler Youth, 
Lo carrv out guerrilla operations and sabota!!:e. 

... .. Ii..' 

Meanwhile, others at the OKW were looking at the 
military situation realistically. Gen-Maj Pflaum, with his 
considerable understanding of the difficulties that might 
face any resistance organisation, hoped to prepare a 
scheme for setting up an 'underground army' in the case 
of a German defeat. lt was reported that the plan threw 
Hitler into a frenzy but the basis for such an army was 
formed with the cover-name '\:V'erewolf' \1v·ith SS 
Obergruppenfilhrer Hans Pritzmann as its Commandcr
in Chief and Pflaum appointed as his Chief of Staff. 

The proposal to establish a 'Nationale Redoute' had 
remained in being throughout the Wehrmacht retreats in 
the East ·\Vest and in Italy; 110\'ii the. idea was again put 
forward and into practice by Franz Hote, Gauleiter of 
Tirol-Voralberg. Elaborating upon fanciful Swiss news
paper reports of an Alpine Fortress extending from the 
Swiss frontier to Linz in Austria, Goebbcl's Propaganda 
Ministry 'leaked' information that persuaded US Army 
Intelligence of German preparations for a determined 
stand in the South; lhus Himmler (designated Ersatz
Fi.ihrer to succeed Hitler) hoped to negotiate with the 
\Vestern A I lies from a position of apparent strength: 

\Verewolfkommandos would, if necessary, provide armed 
cover for withdrawal of the Government from Berlin. 

In February 1945, Himmler ordered Kaltenbrunner to 
move the grea ter part of the RSHA departments to Bad 
Aussee, neas Hitler's Berchtesgaden retreat, and take com
mand of the area. No troops couJd yet be spared for the 
Alpenfestung (Alpine Fortress), but a southern defensive 
line was a lready prepared, from Bolzano lo Klagenlurl, 



intended to be manned by the German Army Group C 
withdrawing northwards from Italy and Army Group E 

from Yugoslavia. Work had begun on defences along 
Austria's western frontier and V-1 launching si tes \\•ere 

reported by the Americans as under construction. More 

than Lhis, trainloads of technicians were being moved from 
the secret factories in the Harz lo begin construction ofV

weapons in the south, a dangerous prospect. 
On 25 March a lJS Seventh Army Intelligence Study 

warned of 80 units of 'elite troops' deployed for the de
fence of the Alpenfestung. Swiss and British Intelligence 

discounted such reports, for which there was no confir
m ation from recon naissance. In spite of ' negative 

evidence' HQ SHAEFwas convinced that a German mi li

tary stand was a reality, l o protect and support use of the 
V-weapons to be manufactured by technicians hurriedly 
moved to the south. The US Army's nervousness was not 
en tirely misplaced for, following the gradual evacuation 

of the Berlin ministries, government oHices were set up 

in Lhe area south of Erfurt (some 14,000 people in staff 
support echelons!). Tt was reported that a new Ptihrer HQ 

was to be built underground in the guise of an industrial 
complex (for it may indeed have conslructed V-2s) code
named 5-3, to the \vest of Arnstadt. 

I 85 Above right: Albert Speer. a brilliam hut amoral organiser, in 
his role as A·finister fnr A rmmnents t1ying our a tank fur size 

186 Right: The capable bur weak-willed Rober/ Riller vvn Greim 
won the Pour le Merile in Oclvber 1918 as a fighter pilot and cnm
mamler of the Bavarian Jasta 34. !\friend of both Goring and Ernst 
l!rlet, at the outbreak of the Second World Ww; he commanded V 
Fliegerkvrps. After gaining the Ritterkreuz wich Oak/eaves and 
Swords. on 29 April 1945 he was appointed by Hitler to succeed 
Goring as !he laM C-in-C of the Luftwaffe. Injurer! nn the way ro see 
Hitler after an epic flighr wirh Hanna Reitsch, he comrnilled suicide 
while in hospital in Salzburg on 24 /vlay 1945 

187: Hans Baur was a long
time friend and supporter of 
Adolf I Titler and served ns 
Hitler's chief pilot for svme 
thirteen years. This picture 
was taken in 1932 and shows 
both Hitler and Baur (in 
leather flying suit). Raur re
niained loyal to the end. For 
his pains he spent ten years 
in Soviet prisons after he 
brvke out from the Fiihrer 
bunkeron2 1'1ay 7945, only 
to be wounded and capnired 
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II 

MULLER'S SECRETS 
The last days of Hitler 

By the beginning of 1945 the defeat of Germany was 

a cerlainty. In January the Soviet Army stood on the line 

of the Vistula and, in the nurlh, had cleared the Germans 
from all of the Baltic States except for the Courland Pe

ninsula. On the Ukrainian foronl, Russian forces encir

cled Dudapesl. While operations in Italy had been closed 

down for the winter on a line from Carrara to Ravenna, 
on the Western Front, the Allies had completely reoccu

pied France and Belgium and, followin g the repulse of 
the German A rden nes offensive, '\\/acht am Rhein', were 

facing the 'West Wall· along the G erman frontier. 

On 16 January Adolf Hitler arrived in Be rlin to estab
lish his last field headquarters in a deep ::iir-raid shelter, 
the Plihrerbunker, beneath the Reichs Chancellery gar

den, from where he ineffectually directed operations on 

the Eastern and Western fronts. 
By mid-April the R ed Army ·was up to the Oder, 75 

miles from Berlin , and the US ~inth Army had reached 
the E lbe. only 100 km from the capital. A hasty plan to 

provide for the defence of Berlin was put into effect, SS 
Brigadefiihrer ·wilhelm Mohnke's Kampf gruppe manning 
the 13erlin 'Ziladelle'. 

At this time, despite enormous losses, the \Vehrmacht 
still conlrulJed a s trip of territory stretching from 

Schleswig-Holstein to the Italian border. Al l contact be

tween the Slab/ KG 200 and their Kommodore ended 
during the first week of April when Baumhach became 

deeply involved \Vith R e ichsministcr Albert Speer, who 
sent for Baumbach and openly discussed w ith him a 
scheme tu abduct Hitle r and Bormann. 

On 11 April, the Gescbwader Staff, under t.he command 
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of the Operations Officer, ,'\tfaj Harnier, began moving 

southwards by a series of steps - from Derlin-Ciatow to 
Stendal, to Oschatz, Pilsen, Straubing. Holzkirchen, 

Oherwarngau and Taubenberg-Reitham al lhe end of the 

month. On 12 April the Luftwaffe Staff instructed the II./ 
KG200 to fly all serviceable aircraft from Burg tuTut.uw
Si.id and to hand over the Releuchter aircraft of the 5./ 

KG 200 to Gefcchtsverband Helbig. A week later the 

personnel of the Gruppe were assigned to ground-defence 

duties at Burg. 

By the third week of Apri l the Red Army was across 
the Oder and only 27 km from Berlin, the British 2nd 
Army was up to the Elbe, Stendal was occupied, Burg 

threatened and A ltenburg had been overrun by the US 

First Army. The Oberkomrnando der Wclumacht moved 

from Berlin to Neuruppin, some 64 km to the north -west 

on 20 April, to be divided in two when Hitler established 
a new Northern Command at Eupen , north of LU beck in 
Schleswig-Holstein. There Gross-Adm Donitz took com

mand on 20 April. 
By 20 April , his 56Lh hirthday, Hitler was seemingly 

still undecided if he should move his head<.Juarters Ln his 
Berghof in the 'L\Jpenfestung', the unfinished Nationale 

188 Above: Hplm H einz Braun's well-used .!11 290A-4, WN1: OJ()j, 

first flew in September 7943 and saw extensive service with 1.IKG 
200. Allocaled the ufficial KG 200 VerbandskmnzeichenA3+HB, it 
apparently never carried any other marking than the 
Stammkennzeichen Pl+PS. in.acr.urately applied as PJ+PS. Ajier 
capcure by Americun forces, it received rhe nose art seen in the pic
ture above.After being flown to the USA it was scrapped in 1946.An 
explosive charge, apparently placed by Czech resistance forces, was 
found concealer/. in the starboard wing at this time 



Redoute in Southern Bavaria and Tirol. That day, the High 

Command Jeft Berlin. Donitz was appointed commander 
in the north, with headquarlers at P lon in Schlcswig

Holstein. Anulher headquarters under Gen Winier was 
set up at Bad Reichenhall near Berchtesgade n , where 
Hitler was expected to arrive on 22 Apri l. 

The Fiihrer had already approved a proposal by his 

'secre tary' , Reichsleiter Martin Bormann, to send state 
documents and th e junior Chancellery staff by a ir to the 

south. 
That week the defenders o f Berlin were virtually en

circled by the l{ed Army and the only contact with other 

areas under \Ve hrmacht control "vas by radio and by light 

aircraft from an airstrip cleared under Baur's <.brection 
near the Brandenburger Tor. Baur pressed Hitler to es

cape to RechJin throughout the week, to fly to Manchu
ria or to Spain, but Hitler seemed determined to stay in 
the Bunker. 

A s the military situation became desperate, dissension 
in the higher echelons of the Nazi Party came into the 

open. Goring, Hitle r 's appoi nted successor, fell immedi

ately from favou r when he most reasonably proposed 
Laking over the lcadersh ip if ~iLler dedded to remain iso
lated in Berlin. He had left for Berchtesgaden on 2l April, 

declaring that if he received no contrary instruction from 
the Fuhrer by Lhe night of the 23rd he would assume con

trol. Quite wrongly convinced that Goring was a traitor. 

Hitler dismissed him from his post as commander of the 
diminished and Ja rgely ineff eclive Luftwaffe on 23 April. 

The TT. ;-ind llI. Gruppen of KG 200 and the 

Versuchskommando h ad been officially disbanded on 22 
April but the Geschwaderstab, in transit to Tauhenberg, 

found it impossible to pass on Lhe orders from OKL to 

the Gruppen. The l./KG 200 remained in being under the 
command of Randel-Semper, Lu continue a few agent 
drops and more particularly to maintain aircra rt on stand

by for the removal of Party members and documents. He 
remained in contact with elements of the 1. Staffel in 

SouLhern Germany (i.e. including the annexed territories 
of Austria and Czechosl.ovakia) and \1vith the 1./KG 200 

on the island of Rugen. RSHAAml VI, for which Randel
Scmpe r ha<l arranged air operations, had a lready left 

Berlin, many of its SS personnel deserting- so much for 
their oaths l.o the f\ihre r. From this tim e on , the 

Geschvv·ader's relationship with the RSllA became even 
more tenuous an<l aircrew awaited orders to use their 

aircraft as transport for t he crumbling Governmental 
depart ments and instructions from Werner Baumbach. 

The historian, Hugh Trevor-Roper, wrote the suppos
edly definitive book The Last Days o.f Hiller while the 

memories of those to whom he was allowed access were 
still fresh. For pracl:ical purposes the story he told remains 
true, as does the content of J.P.O'Donnel's The Berlin 
Bunker, senior officers forming an audience for the 

Fiihrer/Commandcr-i n-Ch ief s explanations of imaginary 
situations an<l plans. An acutely observed description of 

the situation came from the in terrogations of Flugkapiti:in 
Hanna Reitsch, Jespite her hero-worship for A<lolf Hit
ler and belief in his mili tary foresight. rew of the people 

in the Fiihrerbunkcr had a clear idea of what was h ap
pening above and around them in belcagured Berlln, nor 

had they much knowledge of the military situation in the 
rest of Germany. 

Some of the secondary ai rfie lds occupied by outsta
tions of KG 200 were no more than 1.evdlcd grass-sur

faced fields such as would he classed as 'emergency land
ing grounds' by the British Air Ministry. The sma ll nose 

wheel of the B-24 L iberator was put under severe stress 
\vhen taking nrr or .landing with the a ircraft heavily loadeu; 
the aircraft was consequently dis like<l by the German 

p ilots and, in t he hands of KG 200, was used primarily tn 

transport heavy or bulky material he I.ween major airfields 

with metalled runways or hard-standing areas. Conse

q uently the few Liberators flown by the Geschwader were 
little used for agent insertions, their activities confined 
almost entirely to transporting rmil.eriel and men from 

Wien-Aspcrn and Schwechat t o Rhodes, cut off by seas 
from the ports of northern Greece and I.he ilalkan coun

tries. By March 1945, only one B-24, KO+XA, was serv

iceable in the north where the B-17s provided the princi
pal operational usage. This a ircraft of the 389th Bomber 
S4n, which had been forced to land with engine trouble 

after a raid on Ste ll in, 20 June 1944, was unusual in bear
ing no code s on the fuselage s ides, mere ly t h e 

Stammkcnnzeichen beneath the wings and the Ame ri

can serial, as W.Nr. 41-28779. 
By early April of 1945, I./KG 200's situation had be

come critical. Fuel was in short supply and Allied air su

periority had halt.eu most of its activities. Soviet trnnps 
ha<l pressed the ir advance to the Oder river and leading 

e lements were not [ar from Wackerslebcn. The decision 
wa s made to evacuate a ll aircra[t from there to 

Fiirstenfeldbruck in Bavaria to escape the advancing 
Russians. 

The evacuation !light was scheduled for early morn.

ing on 6 April 1945. The crews were briefed the previous 

night and each aircraIL would fly to Bavaria singly. OhLt 
Wac he, deputy Staffelkapitan, instructed the crews of the 
three B-17s, the R-24 and a number of Heinke I He 111 s 

on the best route to Ftirstenfeld bruck lo avoid anti-air

craft units. Tt had been impossible to notify the an ti-air
craft units of the flight and the crews knew the risk from 

flak would b e great. 
AL 05.30 hours, as the bombers ·were prepared for the 

mission, weather conditions were poor with a ceiling o f 

550 m. Heavy rai.n the night before had turned the air

field into a sc><Jden mire. 
A crew of four had been a llocated to the B-24; pilot 

Ofw Rauchf uss, radio-operator Ofw Monkemeyer, engi
neer Fw Lange, and a crevi,; chief. Except for personal be
longings and spare parls, no freight could be carried. As 

lhe crew boarded the L iberator, they found 29 passengers 

huddled in the fuselage. Th.e stowaways were soldiers and 
civilians from the nearby vi 11 age of Wackersle ben, all want

ing to escape the advancing Russjans. 

Attempting a take-off from I.he muddy field with a 
lightly-loaded B-24 would be difficult, but with the extra 

load it would extremely dangerous. AL firs t Rauchfuss re-
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fused to take off, bu l lhe despera Le pleas of the passen
gers finally changed his mind. Despite his misgivings he 
managed lo take off successrully. Slowly climbing into the 
clouds, he headed for Braunschweig, the first landmark 
on the fJighl to :Bavaria. About 25 minutes later, a Ger
man flak unit spotted the Liberator and opened fire. Shells 
exploded near the aircraft, damaging Lhe fuselage, wings 
and No.4 engine and cut the rudder cables, but Rauchfuss 
manageu to maintain control. 

The gunfire had badly wounded two of the passen
gers who consequently needed urgent medical attention. 
Rauchfuss began to descend, looking for a suitable land
ing place. After a few minutes he sight.eel a field near 
Qucdlinburg, circled twice and lowered the undercarriage. 
On final approiich the crew spolled a high-voltage power 
line directly in front of the aircraft. \Vi th a burst of power 
the piJol cleared the hazard, but as a result, the aircraft 
touched down too fast. The Liberator ran into freshly 
ploughed ground al Lhe far side or l:he meadow and the 
nose wheel dug in. 

After inspection of the damaged aircraft it ,,.·as de
cided it could be repaired. The rudder cables and a bro
ken oil li.ne on No.4 engine were quickly fixed. The nose 
wheel leg had, however, sustained a broken strut. The leg 
was removed and sent to the Junkers Component Fac
tory at Eilslcbcn. Six days later, on 12 April, the nose 
wheel assembly was returned and the repairs were com
pleted. Take-off was planned for the next morning and 
two farm tractors were used lo Low the L iberator to the 
end of the improvised runway. The crew removed all 
unnecessary equipment, including the radios from the B-
24 to lighten it but all their work came to nothing. The 
clearing proved to be too short and as l he bomber bogged 
down in the sodden ground, the nose wheel broke a third 
time. Reluctantly they deciueu Lo uesLroy the H-24. Holes 
were punched in the fuel tanks and the crew set fire to 
the aircraft wi Lb a fl are pistol. 

The crew nevertheless managed to reach Bavaria. On 
18 April they were in .Muhldorf, their former base, instead 
of Fmstenfeldbruck. For their end ca vours they were given 
a written appreciation. Al the same lime they were told 
that only one B-17 had reached the destination. One of 
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the others had coJJided wilb a bjll in theThuringer\Vald, 
another was shot down with no survivors by flak near 
Altenhurg. 

Hans-Heiri Stapfer has recorded another B-17 remain
ing in service. The two Fortresses were at Ftirsten
feldbruck, coded A3+EK and A3+AE. Nothing more is 
noted or A3+EK, but Maj Klemm flew the latter nn a 
mission on 22 April and another mission of the 23rd, re
turning the following day. Tt is believed that A3+AE car
ried out KG 200's Last operational B-17 flight when the 
Fortress flew· from Weis to Ai gen, some 43 km to the south 
on 2 May 1945. 

Not all the captured B-24s were destroyed; 41 -28641 
of the 453rd BS was recovered by American troops, vir
tua I ly undamaged, and ended A3+KB at Salzburg in May 
1945, having served as a supply aircraft for Rhodes. And 
that, it seems, was that. 

By 20 April most of the Governmental staff had left 
Berlin by road or hy air and Luftwaffe Oberst von Below 
told Albert Speer, during one of his short visits to confer 
with Hitler, that TVfartin Bormann and others were still 
pressing their leader to leave for Berchtesgaden. On Sun
day 22 April, he suffered a "nervous breakdmvn" and at 
the midday conference at last admitted: "The war is lost." 
He told his se nior gene rals, Ke itel, .Todl, Krebs and 
Bergdorf - and Bormann - that he would rather com
mit suicide than fall into the hands of the Russians. Phi
als of potassium cyanide were made available to all the 
members of the Bunker crew. 

The transfer of authority to the Nationale Redoute 
continued nevertheless. Early in April, on Bormann's in
structions, SS Oberstubaf Georg Betz, aide to H itler's pi
lot, Heinz Baur, began preparing a list of all the junior 
Chancellery staff who were to be flown out with Govern
ment records tn the Alpine Fortress. On the night of 22 
April he spent time saying goodbye to 40 or 50 civil serv
ants who had been in the Chancellery. Baur had assem
bled ten transport aircraft at Berlin-Templehof. These 
were flown to Gatow, for the evacuation, cover-name 
'Seraglio'. Nine aircraft took off during the night for 
Miinchen-Riern. Nine of the aircraft kept to schedule but 
the tenth, a Ju 352A-I Herkules flown by Maj Friedrich 



Gundlfinger, was delayed.According to Baur this was due 
to an engine fault, but one of those a wailing transport to 
Bavaria, Frau Hentschel, said: "Engine trouble? The de
lay was in reality caused by workers at Ga tow. When they 
saw us decamping, in a rage they attacked our baggage 
and spread it all over the runway." 

Two of the aircraft, including that of Gundlfinger, car
ried metal trunks containing Hitler's personal archives 
intended as a "testament to posterity" under the care of 
Fw Wilhelm Arndt, a young man who had survived seri
ous injuries and was a favourite valet of the Fi.ihrer. The 
two aircraft carrying the archives took off at about 05.00 

hours on 21 April, heading for A inring. near Salzburg but 
en route, low over the Heidenholz Forest, Gundlfinger's 
Ju 352 clipped the treetops. One of its three engines was 
wrenched off before it h it the ground and the aircraft, of 
mixed metal and wood construction, bur ned fiercely. A 
farmer from nearby Bcrnersdorf, supervising Kussian and 
French forced-labourers, heard screams and hammering 
from the Junkers. but was able to help only the tailgunner 
who was able lo crawl clear. On hearing of the disaster 
Hitler was devastated by the loss of A rndl, ra ther than of 
his arch ives. IL was from this event that the idea was late r 
born of producing forged documents, published as llitler's 
Diaries in 1983. 

It bas often been stated that the Nalionale Redoute, 
the Alpenfestung or fortress, was a fiction intended to 
deceive the Allied commanders. Tndeed, I.he preparations 
and avai labJe troops were insufficient for prolonged de
fence but an effort was made to establish a line of de
fence, around the Salzburg area. On 25 April Gen Win
ter, Ilead of the OKW Southern Operationa l Staff, ap
pointed Skorzeny to command the northern part of the 
'fortress' which would take the initial shock of attack. For 
their part the Americans took this threat of resistance in 
the south very seriously, although once again photo
graphic reconnaiss;rnce revealed the true situation. 

Gen Wenck, whose largely intact Twelfth Army had 
escaped encirclement by the US Army in the Harz, 

189 Left: This i<> believed to 
be B-24H 41-28779, 
Luftwaffe code KO+X !\,at 
Wackersleben inApril 1945, 
shortly be.fore lhe il/-ftited 
e~cape flight 

190 Right: A field near 
Qu.edlinburg, 13April1945 
anti KO+XA burns afterth.e 
nose wheel had collapsed 
for the last time and the air
craft had become immov
able 

planned a thrust to relieve the capital, hut on the 26th his 
forces were hrnught l.o a hall by the Red Army's drive 
westwards through Oranicnburg to take Brandenhurg. 
Hitler hoped in vain for the Twellth Army's appearance 
upon which his 'strategy' relied. There were continual 
comings and goings at the Cbancdkry, among them the 
Goebbels family and A lbert Speer. TI1c eve r-present 
Martin Bormann, Reichsleiter der NSDAP in succession 
to Rudolf Hess, acted as 'secretary' to the Fuhrer. He ,.,,·as 
able to wield great power within I.he Reich after Hitler 
took personal command of the Oberkommando des 
Heeres in December 1941. Although he had no govern
ment position and was generally disliked by the others of 
Hitler 's entourage, he was ex tremely efficient and was 
able to act as his leader's spokesman on all internal, do
mestic problems. H e continually pressed Hitler to leave 
for the south but remained in Berlin when Hitler refused. 
H e could have succeeded hut for th e in terference of 
Goehbels whose histrionics swayed the Leader. Trevor
Roper wrote that Bormann tried to counter the untrust
worthy Speer 's influence. He allied himself to two of 
Hitler's oth er intimates: "Bormann, Fegelein and 
Burgdorf" said one observer, ''formed a close circle 
arow1d Hitler and it was hardly possible [or anyone to 
penetrate it". ll is most Likely that Borma1111 was instru
mental in devolving onto Heinrich 'Gestapo' Miiller the 
pre.para Lion of a plan for the escape by air of Hitler and 
favoured members of his entourage Lo Spain. 

As we have seen, relations between the Franco regime 
in Spain and Germany and the Italian Fascist adminis
tration wen:~ consistently friendly. Axis aircraft landing 
inadvertently in Spain were impounded, but their crews 
were often feted by the German community before they 
were returned home. A case in poi nt is that of the B-17G 
which landed at Valencia and was given top-grade secu
rity by the Spaniards. Early in 1945, Lhe si l uation changed 
as the likebhood of an Axis defeat was recognised by 
Franco's Government. A ir routes between Northern ltaly 
a nd Barce Iona had been maintained by aircrew of 
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D eutsche Lufthansa but in Ivlarch, Spain refused permis

sion for aircraft. of the Luftwaffe, or of the Aeronautic.a 
Nationale R epublica, the Fascist air force, to enter Span
ish air space. A simple subterfuge allowed the Axis Pow

ers to fly people of importance (i.e. 'diplomats") docu

ments and cargoes of va lue into Spain, the markings of 
the aircraft being altered for the occasion. In April, how

ever, the Spanish Government decided that Axis civil air
craft should be excJuded. The Germans simply ignoreu 
the restriction. 

On 6 April 1945, a civilian-registered Ju 290.1\.-5, W. Nr. 

110178, D -.1\.11'1:{, Hayern, landed (and was damaged) at 

Barcelona, an event that later caused concern among those 

who believed that Hitler and his hride were flown to safety 
in th is aircraft. This is one of the actions the writer has 
called 'Flights o f 1-<ancy' because it was supposed that Hprm 
Heinz Braun was the pilot. In fact the aircraft was flown 

by Flugkapifiin Suz::ilek of DLH. Requests to the Spanish 

authorities for details of passengers and cargo on this flight 

have, however, prouuced no reply. 

As the Third Reich collapsed, Martin Bormann ar
ranged and me ticulously recorded the deposjt of a great 

quantity of money and valuables into foreign banks, some 
of it transported via. Spain; this treasure could be recov

ered by the SS after the inevitable defea t of Germany [or 

use by an escape org<rnisation which was to become 
known as ODESSA. The ill-informed have associated this 

.-tint lfommanbofad]t 

chef-Sache 
, rlnrldt mo11rr Nur durch Offizlet 

J1·6rvu.,,rc~cn 

assignment with the fl ight of D-AITR or some secret, un
recorded, flight to Spain. So much for the explanation of 
the hackground to what might have become the most 

important and famous of all operations hy KG 200. 
A list of people to be flown out of Germany was ap

parently prepared by SS Gruppenfii.hrer Heinrich Miille r, 

Head of the RSHA IV (Gestapo), almost certainly on 
instructions from Martin Bormann, rat her lhan the RSH A 
chief, Himmler, who by then had other interests in mind. 

The order, dated 20 April , was headed 'Fuhrer Spe

cial Flight to Barcelona', \\.'ith copies intended for Oberst 
Baumbach and Maj Koch, Gruppenknmmandeur of TI./ 
KG 200. The passengers were listed. including Bormann, 
Fegelein. Burgdorf and the organiser, M Liller, (a close 
friend of Fegelein) who were all to be taken care of. 

Two days prior to !his, Hptm Hraun, Staffelkapitan of 

1./KG 200 and. perhaps, the most experienced pilot on 
long-range tl ights,had rece ived orders to fly his trusty Ju 

290, W.Nr. 0165, to Horsching, near Linz in Austria, to 
receive a ~delegation' ot important people and fly them 

to Barcelona, the order passed to him verbally by Jl.laj iG 

Joachim Bellmann, as Intelligence St.a ff Officer of the 
Luftflotte. 

The intended "group of passengers·' was to be desig

nated by the C-in-C \Vest (ic GFM Albert Kesselring, 

commanding all forces opposing I.he 'vVesl.e rn Alli es). 
Hel lm ann understood (or pretended to believe) that the 

191: A facs imile of the 
'Special Flight' order of 21 
April 1945, preparerl hy 
Heinri<.'h i'vW/ler, head of the 
Gestapo. The names are: 

'"'""u"''"""' tn ll•UJri 

Be tr.: Fiihrersonderreise naoh Baroelona 

) Ausfertic\mgen 
t_ Ausfert igung, 

Hitler 
The Goehbels family 
R eichs leirer Bormann 
SS Gruppen[i.ihrer Atiiller 
SS Gruppenflihrer Fegelein 
(Himrnler's 'man in Berlin' 
and soon hrother-in-law to 
the Fi:ihrer) 

1. Der Filhrer und seiner Begleitung vel"latlt dem Fluepletz 
Horobing am 26,4.1945 um 20 . 00 Uhr. 

2. Hierzu befinden sich in der Degleitung des F !hrers: 

Der :Fi.lhrer 
Reie~minieter~ Ooebbele 
~aw · G11•~el3 und Kindel (&-j 
Reio·hsleiter Bormann 
SS-Gruppen!Uhrer MUller 
SS-Grunpen!Uhrer Fegelein 
General der Jn.hntorie Burgdorf 
Botsch.a.fter zbV Jlellel 
SS-Oberstub!. Betz 
SS-Stub!. Dr. Stwnpfegger 
SS-Hauptstuf. Gross a 
Frl. Braun • 
Frl. llanzial:r 

4 Mann Begleitkdo (P.SD) •"3 

Das Cepfiolc voratehend fenna.nt Herron 1st bis 16. oo Uhr v~r 
der Xomm.andantur Flugp atz Horohing abzugeben, 

L_& ~-=
!)S-Grunoen!Uhrer 
Amtsohef IV RS::A 

Verteiler: 

Oberst Ik\umbaoh , Che! der P.egierungss t affel 1.Aus f. 
I./K.G . 200 Kdr. 2. Aus!. 
Reiohsleiter Bormann ). Ausf. 
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General Burgd01:f' 
Ambassador Hewe/ (Rib
bentrop's representative) 
SS Oherstuhf Betz (Aide to 
Hans Baur) 
SS SLubf Dr Stump/egger 
(Hitler's physician) 
SS H a up8luf Gross 
Fm11/ein. F. va Rraun 
Fraulein lvlunziafy (Hitler's 
vegetarian cook) 
Seven m.en of the Fi:ihrer
Begleitlwmmandu (Hit!er'.'i 
bodyguard) 

192 Right: Heinrich A1iiller 
2R April 1900-1983. Catho
lic, non-Nazi~ rwhless l·-fr:ad 
of the G estapo and unre
pentant to the lase 



passengers were Vichy Government members, who had 
been lodged at Sigmaringen, which was taken by the US 
lsl Army a week before; this information he passed on to 
Braun who remained on stand-by, una\vare of events un
folding in BerJin. (In fact a KG 200 fl-17 carrying such a 
group had already crashed in March). No doubt his crew 
secret.Jy discussed the possibilities behind the order. It is 
likely that the elusive Baumbach knew nothing of this 
project, most efficiently arranged by Ml.tiler, for 
Baumbach's copy of the instruction remains, to this day, 
in lvtUller's original file. 

On 21 April, the day following the issue of the 'Special 
Flight' order, the a!Jenlive Bormann continued his efforts 
to sway Hitler's views towards a flight to Berchtesgaden 
and his large staff gathered there - the 'Mountain 
People' - and he. must have seen with satisfaction that 
his jusistence was having an effect for, although Hitler 
declared: "I shall die in Berlin", this appeared to be more 
rhetoric than convict.ion. In a momenl of theatricality, the 
Fuhrer (or so it was reported) declared that he •vould 
commit suicide by jumping from an aircraft over the Bal
tic. Hans Baur, knowing nothing of Muller's plan, pressed 
Hitler lo ny with him to some well-disposed neutral coun
try, but his offer was refused. Both Baur and Bormann 
remained [or the presenl in the F iihrerbunker, Ilaur re
porting that large aircraft could no longer use the inner 
Berlin airfields as all were under artillery fire. The air
fields at Rcchlin, however, were still relatively safe and 
Jarge machines could still be flown from there. 

Two Fw 200s remained from the Fliegerstaffel des 
Fuhrers (FdF) wilh the only Ju 390 long-range transport. 

The opportunity for escape was still open but Hitlc.r chose 
to send Baur away, Lelling him Lo arrange for Fallschirm
jager to land for defence of the Chancellery. He declared, 
" .. . for myself, T shall stand or fall in HerJjn - you can 
serve my cause much better from outside Berlin." 

Hitler held discussions again with his staff about sui
cide but Baur was carefully instructed to ensure 
Rormann's saiel.y and lo escort him lo see Donilz. Un
doubtedly only Bormann would be able to provide the 
information, known only lo him and to his assistant, SS 
Stubf Dr Helmuth von Hummel, about the treasures so 
prudently invested ahroad. 

During this crucial period, the somewhat deranged 
Goebbels came to the Bunker and persuaded Hiller I.hat 
thev both should die bv their own hands rather than risk , . 
heing taken prisoner by the encircling Soviet troops. 
Goebbels' name \>v·as removed from the escape list by 
someone privy to Hitler's secrets, but the plan appears 
soon to have been abandoned although the orders to 
Baumbach and Braun remai ned on file. 

At this point, matters became rather complicated, as 
members of the Nazi hierarchy began looking lo protect 
their own interests and lives. 

Braun flew his aircraft to Hfasching on 18 ApriJ, i ts 
fuselage bearing its original identity code PJ+PS. It has 
been stated that the marking should have been PT+PS in 
line with another eight Ju 290A-3s and A-4s. In fact, as 
the aircraft had been assigned to KG 200 since August 
1944, it should have \VOrn the assigned KG 200 unit code, 

193 Below: Hptm lleinz Braun and his dog, Grosseto 7943 
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A3+HB, but apparently it never received this marking. 
lhe aircraft, a Ju 290A-4, had been modil'ied rrnm its origi
nal form. first by provision for agent dropping then, more 
recently, by adding to its armament and bringing it up to 
A-7 standard, alterations which spoiled the sleek lines of 
the aircraft , bul gave it greater deJence against. the host. 
of Allied fighters that ranged over central and southern 
Germany from dawn lo dusk. 

Hptm Heinz Braun and his ten-man crew waited at 
Hi.1rsching aerndrome for the "essential assignment". On 
the 30th, after a meeting with the Acting Head of Abt le 

(Intelligence), Afoj Bel lmann confirmed Braun's orders 
in \:VTiting and obtained his signature as an acknmvledge
ment of I.he strict secrecy of I.he Uighl plan. Tbe flight. was 
to be made during the next period of suitable weather. 
This proviso \.Vas prnhably included simply to allow the 
Staffelkapitan to decide for himself when this flight should 
take place: Early in 194S there had been some friction 
betvveen the Kommandos of KG 200 and the RSHA be
cause weather conditions often prevented clandestine op
erations being undertaken on the required dates. In the 
event of a return flight rrom Barcelona being impossible, 
he was to contact tbe German Air Attache in Madrid and 
place lhe aircraft at his disposal for possihle sale to the 
Spanish Government. 

Hearing nothing further, however , Braun telephoned 
the department on 2 I\fay and the next day, tbe flight was 
cancelled by a .hand-written note rrom A1ajBellmann who 
recorded that Kesselring had cancelled the order. Two 
days later Hplm Braun was instructed to fly the .Tu 290 to 
Koniggratz airfield (Hradec-Kralove in Czechoslovakia) 
which remained in German hands. This he did, prepar
ing the aircraft to be blown up, as G Flirt Schomer had 
given orders that au aircraft were to be destroyed so that 
they could not fall into Czech or Soviet bands although 
the capture of assorted Luftwaffe ai rcraft was probably 
of little interest to the Russians at this stage of the war. 
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At Koniggratz, Braun had to maintain a continuous 
guard on his Junkers but on 8 May, having received no 
further instructions, he decided to transport German 
'"·omen, children and wounded to spare the m from Rus
sian captivity. This was not a simple matter because a 
number of unattached ground troops tried to make cla ims 
to places aboard the aircraft, but Braun decided only to 
Lake women and children an d some wounded rrom 
Koniggratz. He and his crew took arms and expelled the 
unwanted soldiers before he allowed it to be loaded, tak
ing off at 12.55 hours on 8 May, aiming to reach Ivliinchen
R iem, already in American hands. 

''On the Czech-German border. \Ve were intercepted 
by two P-51 .Vf ustangs in extremely bad weather while 
flying low. By rocking the wings and lowering the land
ing gear, \.Ve were able to avoid an attack and subse
quently flew unhindered to MUnchen-Riem where we 
were able to land on a narrowly marked out runway 
free of bomb craters." 
On arrival he surrendered the Ju 290 to the US forces 

there with about 70 passengers aboard; the soldiers 
painted the words 'Alles Kaputt' on the side of the 
aircraft's nose. It was later flown to the USA - its his
tory included in a lmost eve ry publication about the 
Junkers aircraft. Braun was not sent to a prison camp but 
test flew captured German aircraft for the USAAF and 
then went home where he continued in aviation until he 
retired as Oberst to live in Upper Bavaria. 

194 Below: KO+XA dies near Quedlinburg, 13 April 1945 



THE TWILIGHT OF THE GODS 
Last operations 

The following brief description of the fate oJ: SS Gen. 
Lt Hermann Fegclein is included to show the extent of 
the chaos, confusion and duphcity which reigned in the 
heart of the Nazi empire during the last days of Hitler. 

I lermann Pegelein must surely have known oJ: his 
friend Heinrich Muller's plan for a carefully selected 
group of the 'Ilunker Cre"v' to escape. He had apparently 
already decided that "I will not die in Berlin." On 25 April 
he left Berlin by car to visit his fr iend and protector 
Obergruppenfiihrer Hans Jtittne r, Chef de r SS
F lihrungshauptamt (HQ), at F Urstenberg. In the event, 
return by car was no longer possible so Fege.lein was flown 
back to Berlin and then 'disappeared' lo visit his mistress 
while his wife, Gretl Braun, sister to Eva, Hitler 's long
time companion , was safe in the south. 

In secret, knowing of Hitler's mental and growing emo
tional instability, Reich.~fiihrer-SS H einrich Himmler had 
made approaches to the ·western Allies, through contact 
with Coun t Folke J3ernadoUe, Head of the Swedish R ed 
Cross. for an armistice so that the Wehrmacht could con
cen lrate its defence on the Ostfrnnt. His intentions must 
have been clear to Fegelein but the plan came to nothing. 

Hi tier thought highly of Hermann Fegele in - as appa
rently also did Eva Braun. In February 1944 (perhaps at 

195 Above: The ruins of the Reich. This is the main entrance to the 
Reichstag in Berlin, photographed in sumrner 1945. A concrete bun
ker still remains in front and wrecked vehicles litter the road out
side. It is of interst thar some of the last de.fenders were not German 
but French; members of the SS 'Charlemagne' Division 

the instigation o f Himmler), he had suggested to the 
FUhrer that the Abwehr be banded over in its entirely to 
the Reichsfiihrer-SS, so that all clandestine intelligence 
operations might be coordinated. Hitler accepted the 
proposa l and authorised Himmler to put it into effect; 
this he did. making the briefing of KG 200 considerably 
simpler, although the SS often failed to realise and ac
commodate the air unit 's practical difficulties. 
The previous Ahwehr organisation, efficient at opera
tional level although poorly managed, was assirnilaled 
into a 'Military Section' VT of the RSHA under Walter 
Schellenberg following an agreement between H immler 
and Keitel on 14 May 1944. 

·when Himmler's duplicity was revealed, rather sur
prisingly by a BBC nine-o'clock news broadcast, H itler 
raged and ordered the arresl of the RF-SS. Fegelein , 
knowing nothing of the Ftihrer's rage at Himmler's per
fidy. was presumably awaiting a call to join Lhose lisLed 
for the 'Special F light to Barcelona '. On the 27th, Hitler 
demanded Fegelein's presence but he declined to appear. 
A group from the bunker bodyguard 'vcre sent to fetch 
him, when it became apparent. that he was drunk. SS 
Standartenfahrer Hogl was then sent to fetch him from 
an apartment in Charlottenburg, some 6.5 km away. On 
his return he was demoted and charged with desertion. 
The discovery of a quantity of jewellery (possibly belong
ing to Eva Braun) in his possession and, most damning of 
all, documents recovered from his office reveal in g 
Himmler's actions in connection with a proposed armi-
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slice led to a death sentence for 'treason'. When he asked 
his sister-in-law to intercede with Hitler, she refused. He 
was reported to have been handed over to 'Gestapo' 
Mliller for interrogation and execution in the so-called 
'Honour Court' of the Chancellery, and subsequently shot 
somewhere in or near the Chancellery shortly before mid
night on 28 April 1945. Post-war, bmi..:ever, Heinrich 
Mi.iller conspicuously failed to confirm the death of 
Fegelein. 

I Iitler amazed everyone in the bunker by announcing 
that he and Eva Braun were to he married hut he de
layed the brief ceremony until he had been assured that 
Fegelein 's execution had been carried out, on the evening 
of 28 April. Later he called a meeting of the bunker group 
to discuss mass suicide by poisoning and Dr StumpJegger 
handed out phials of potassium cyanide to each of those 
assembled. It became dear that most of the group were 
prepared to attempt escape, as had Fegelein. 

So ,;v·hat happened to those included in the escape list? 
Certain, at last, that there \:\:as no hope of saving Berlin 
from the Soviet armies, Hitler and his new wife said their 
farewells on the afternoon of 30 April and, after a brief 
hysterical outburst from Frau Magda Goebbels, they en
tered llitler's private apartment and the doors were 
closed. After 10 minutes, in accordance with the Ftihrer's 
instructions, the doors were opened. In the midst of the 
absolute confusion of Russian shelling and gunJire and 
near-hysteria in the bunker, the two bodies were carried 
out of the Chancellery garden and, before a dozen nf the 
Staff and officers, they vvere doused with petrol and set 
alight. 

On 1 May, Goebbels and his wife also killed them
selves after she had poisoned their six children. The bod
ies of Joseph and .rvlagda Goebbels were also set alight in 
the Chancellery grounds. The 'Hitler-time' was over. 

Of the 23 passengers listed by .r...1uller only 11 days 
earlier, from which the Goebbels family had already been 
struck out and three additional men of the bodyguard 
included, only Bormann, Burgdorf, Hewel, Stumpfegger, 
I3etz and rraulein Manzialy remained to take a chance 
with the others. 

A plan for a subterranean break-out from the Chan
cellery of all the defending troops and the Staff had al
ready been prepared. J\ modified version of the plan was 
put forward by Gen Mohnke, for the 'Bunker Crew' to 
leave in three small groups by way of the Berlin under
ground railway system. The news of Hitle r's death was 
to be kep l from the troops until 22.00 hours on 1 May, an 
hour before the break-out was to begin, vv"11en all were to 
head [or I.he nurtb-\vestern suburbs. 

In the meantime, the bloody and unavailing defence 
of lhe Reichstag and Chancellery continued and the pi
lots of the III./KG 200 were calJed upon to make a final 
effor t in support of the ground forces. From their base at 
Lubeck -Blankenscc on the night of 30 April they fl ew to 
Kerlin, nut tu allack Lhe investing Red Army, but to drop 
containers of explosives and ammunition to the defences. 
Some 30 F w 190s took part jn I.he operation to deliver 
the materiel by small supply-drop parachutes but over 
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Wusterhausen/Dosse the Gruppenkommandeur, ,\rfaj 
Helmut Vicdcbannt, suffered disaster; the parachute re
leased prematurely and became entangled in the tail-unit 
of bis aircraft. He lost control and was killed in the ensu
ing crash. The rest of the Fw 190s returned to Li.ibeck. 
This, it seems, was the last major operation by KG 200. 

On 30 April, four remaining Mis tel units took off from 
Peenemilnde to raid the bridges at Tantow, e ast o[ 
Prenzlau. One was lost almost immediately but the other 
three attacked without success - a last futile act of \vhat 
may be described as resigned desperation! 

The area from Bcrchtcsgaden to the Swiss frontier was 
now a refuge for SS and NSDAP officers, their families 
and their spoils, and as a base for escape to Italy. Also in 
Lhis area were kept 'Prominenten', Allied internees and 
captives of political importance, and foreign politicians 
sympathetic to the Nazi cause. 

Bormaim and Stumpfoggcr left with the third escape 
group on the night of 112 May. This party of 15 people, 
led by \Verner Naumann, Secretary of State in Goebbels ' 
Propaganda Ministry, included Baur who had been 
charged by Hitler with escorting Bormann, devotedly 
carrying Hiller's original will and testament to Donitz. 
By 03.00 hours on 3 May they were above ground near 
the Lehrter Railway Station only a kilometre or so from 
their starting point; Baur became separated from 
Naumann, I3ormann and Stumpf egger and, running for 
cover, was severely \Voundcd. He and Naumann were later 
to become prisoners in Soviet hands. Bormann and 
Stumpfegger were reported as having been killed a little 
earlier but there is nu evidence of their fate apart from 
the evidence of Reichsjiigendfiihrer Artur Axmann, lead
ing lhe second escape group from the Bunker; he stated 
that he bad seen Bormann and Stumpfegge r, apparently 
dead, on the bridge over the railway line into the Lehrter 
Station. 

Years lat.er contToversy slilJ surrounds Lhe deaths of 
Hitler and Bormann. TI1ere can be little doubt that Hit
ler died by his own hand; Bormann almost certainly died 
by suicide on a railway bridge. There are, however, just 
enough uncertainties to keep conspiracy theorists occu
pied for far longer than the Third Reich ever lasted -
some 4,000 days. 

Miiller had departed from the Chancellery after the 
Fegelein affair and despi te the fact Lhal he was stated of
ficially to have died in the last battles of Berlin and to be 
buried in the military cemetery at Kreuzberg, his death 
certificate indicating the time and place of death (the 
Mtil ler grave does, in fact, exisl) he like G ehlen , and with 
the Cold \Var looming, had ultimately found sanctuary 
deep within the American CTA . 

A CIC report of 30 November 1948 stated, "Soviet 
efforts have been directed towards discovering the 
whereabouts of Hitler, Bormann and former SS-General 
Fegelein. The Soviet view that these leaders fled from 
Berlin in April/May 1945 and are being harbored in the 
West has been official ly and strongly denied by careful 
coordination of all \Vestern agencies concerned." The 
report continued, "Fonner SS-General Mliller has proven 



to be of genuine worth and his intelligence files of tre

mendous value." 
Although none of the rest of the Bunker personnel 

had any part in the KG 200 story, it may be of interest Lo 

follow their subsequent movements. All were tied to Hit
ler by intense loyalty. Gen der lnfanterie Wilhelm 

Burgdorf was the officer delegated to take poison to 
Rommel for his 'suicide' after the failed assassination at

tempt of .Tune 1944. He was drunk throughout the last 

few days in the Bunker and while others were attempt
ing escape, he shot himself before the Soviets moved in. 

Botschafter zbV (Ambassador with Special Duties) 

\Valter Hewcl was Foreign :tv1iniste.r Ribbentrop's repre
sentative. Ile swore to end his life rather than be taken 

by the Red Anny. He left the Bunker with an escape party 
le d by Naumann and , faced with capture, shot himself. 

SS-Sturmbannfii.hrer Dr Ludwig Stumpfcgger was 
temporarily Hiller's physician in A pril. He prnvi.ded po

tassium cyanide capsules for Hitler and Eva, for the 
Goebbels family and for a number of others oI the Bun

ker-crew. He also left with Naumann and simply went 

mISsmg. 
Georg Betz had organised Operation SERAGLIO 

and obviously knew which files had been flown Lo be 

lodged at Berchtcsgaden; this made him indispensable 
for re-assembly of Government records. His fate is not 

known, nor is that of Constanzc Manziarly, the vegetar
ian cook. E lse Krliger escaped and survived. 

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Gross is a mystery- except that 
according to Heinrich MUller, Gross was tbe expert on 

South America and was only included on the list of po

tential escapees as he bad been introduced hy Millier. His 

name appears in no other contemporary documents. 
1£ post-war interviews with Heinrich MUiier are Lo be 

taken at face value, then Hitler, according to Muller, es

caped from Berlin on 22 April on a flight to Barcelona 
organised by KG 200. The pilot was not Baur but his 
deputy, Betz. This claim, however, fails completely, when 
it is realised that the only German aircraft to arrive in 

196: During the last days 
desperate al/empts were 
made to supply the defend
ers of Berlin by air. These are 

the remains of a Junkers Ju 
52/3m which has crashed in 
the liergarlen. 

Spain in April 1945 was the Junkers Ju 290A-5, ·w.Nr. 
110178, serving with Lu[thansa as D -ATTR, Rayern, which 

was damaged in a heavy landing at Barcelona on 6 April. 
J l never returned Lo Germany, eventually being sold to 

the Spanish government on 29 April 1950. No other Ger

man aircraft landed in Spain at that time; such an event 
would surely have been noted by Allied forces who were 

watching for j usl such escape flights (see page 182). Other 

writers who clain1 that Ju 290A-6 (sic) W.Nr. 0185, landed 
in Spain are in error. 0185, KR+LP or A3+CB, was an A-
9 and was destroyed on the Eastern Front on 23 !\,fay 1944. 
All other Ju 290 and 390 aircraft were either destroyed in 

action or captured by the Allies. None reached Spain. 
According to other eye witnesses, notably Hanna 

Rcitsch, Hitler was still in the bunker on 26 April when 
he promoted Hobert von Greim to commander of the 

Luftwaffe. TI1e best that can be said is that even if Hitler 
had left Berlin, which seems highly unlikely given bis char

acter and the mass of eye-witness accounts, he did not 
reach Spain by the method stated. It is, of course, quite 

possible that he may have discussed such plans with 

Milller, who, by his own admission , left the Chancellery 

very early on the morning of 29 April. His own escape 
rlight began from the Tiergarten (as did that of Hanna 

Reitsch and Von Greim) late that evening. So why did 
Muller claim that Hitler had escaped? CouJd it be that 

both claims are correct? That Hitler did leave but found 

no suitable means of escape and \Vas obliged to return or 

changed bis mind and and committed suicide, the day af
ter ·l\lliiller le ft th e Chancellery? ·was Muller h imself mis

led? \Vas his recollection of events mistaken? - by his 
own admission even his me mo ries of that time \Vere con

fused. The conspiracy variations are endless but a t the 
very end KG 200 was not part of them.Almost si,xty years 

after the event all such theories are now entire ly academic. 
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AF-TER THE FALL 
Surrender 

Since January 1945 Lt Wolfgang Wichmann of the 2. 
Stafld had been stationed with the crew of his He 111 at 
the airfield at Prague-Ruzyne, from where they had flown 
a long series of missions to Romania and Poland. On 7 
May 1945 the airfield came under heavy mortar fire -
the cessation of fi ghting agreed in the West did not apply 
on the Eastern Front. Wichmann was isolated; he had no 
contact with the Gruppenstab and troops of Andrei 
Vlasov's ROA, whose loyalty was questionable, had the 
airfield surrounded for defence. Several aircraft were 
destroyed or made unserviceable, but the Leutnant was 
fortunate, fur his machine had been parked between two 
hangars and was protected from damage. At an early op
portunity he and his crew took to the air to escape the 
chaos around Prague and headed for Koniggratz. During 
interrogation they said they had considered the long flight 
to Spain but decided to fly to western Germany. On the 
airfield were parked two other aircraft belonging to the 
I./KG 200, but they were unable to find out who had flown 
the other aircraft, one usually piloted by the team Lt 
Rederer/O.fW Lange, to K6niggraJz. The f .,eutnant advised 
a group of signal corps girls to travel west as soon as they 
could, rather than fall into Soviet hands. Al this time he 
believed he saw vehicles laden with Russian infantry in 
the distance and he took off with two Luflwaffenhilferin 
aboard, girls whose job was packing parachutes and who 
had arrived at Koniggratz with a band of refugees. 

At very low level they flew westwards and, while pass
ing over the Bohmeswald, I.hey threw out their machine-

172 

guns and got together pieces of white cloth to indicate 
surrender to any fighter pilots they might encounter. 
Wichmann landed the Heinke} in a field near Soltau on 
the Lune burger Heath- there he and his crew said good
bye and each made off. Only a few minutes after his land
ing three Spitfires appeared and circled the field but took 
no action. 

After a mission had been cancelled on 19 April, Lt 
R edercr and Ofw Lange we re ordered to join the 
'Sonderstaffel Baumbach' al Grossenhrode and, from 
there, fly to Flensburg-Weiche. On the morning of 7 May, 
on leaving his quarters, Lange discovered that their air
craft A3+HC was missing, having been stolen during the 
night; this was the He 111 that was flown to Koniggratz. 
Who took the aircraft? That remains st ill a mystery. 

For Rederer 1mc.J the others the war was over. A few 
days later Staffclkapitan Hptm Noderer and remaining 
members of the unit arrived at Flensburg. Some of them 
went to the home of Hptm. Hamsgen, disengaging them
selves from the Gruppenstah of the l./KG 200. 

A great number of serviceable aircraft. were sl.ilJ at. 
Lista in Norway, as the provisional armistice with the 
British in northern Germany had not included forces in 
the 'Protectorate' . Members of the TT. Gruppe stationed 
at Tirstrup were ordered on 5 May to Lista and Oblt 

197 Above: Summer 7945. The still impressive entrance to the Reich 
Chancellery, 1ww no more than a backdrop for curious Allied sol
diers of the occupying forces. The entire building has now been de
molished 



Friedrich Droste was ordered to fly the only serviceable 
Ju 88 to Norway. Three days later, the day of the 'official' 
German capitulation, a General arrived at the airfield and 
ordered all aircraft immediately to Kurland to assist in 
the evacuation of as many German soldiers and civilians 
as possible to western Germany or to Sweden, to escape 
being taken by the Soviets. Droste in his Ju 88 was or
dered to lead the flight as pathfinder on 9 May. 

Over the Skagerrak he flew Liver Br·ilish naval vessels 
and immediately four fighters took off from an accom
panying aircraft carrier (probably HMS Searcher or Trum

peter) and attacked the Junkers. The starboard engine 
\Vas damaged and the radio put out of action, while a crew 
member was injured. The Staffelkapitan aborted his flight 
and returned to Tirstrup on one engjne. 

The 'Diplomatic' flights 
During the last frenzied days of April 1945, Speer 

and Baumbach acted as a magnet for many of the sen
ior figures trying to broker a last-ditch peace with the 
\Vestern Allies before much of Germany was overrun 
by the Russians. Among them was Karl Frank, one-time 
'Protector' of Bohemia-l\1ora.via who suggesl.ed I.he use 
of Czech industrialists to negotiate on behalf of the 
Germans. On 23 April he demanded that Baumbach 
supply an aircraft suitable for a flight to Paris for this 
purpose. Th is turned out to be a SiebeJ 204D. The del
egation duly departed but not for Paris - instead Speer 
ordered a diversion lo Neubiberg near Munich where 
he hoped to enlist the aid of G FM Kesselring. Kesselring, 
however, had h1s mvn agenda and turned the delegation 
mvay. By the 27th it was apparent that this attempt at 
negotlat1on had failed. 

Frank tried twice more; first sending an envoy with a 
letter to a Papal nuncio in the 1yrol in the hope of enlist
ing the Vatican's help and then a representative of the 
International Red Cross who Clew from Prague to Zu
rich. The approach was rejected yet again - nothing else 
but unconditional surrender would suffice - and Frank 
was hanged by the Czechs in 1946. 

Tt appears that in every case the same Si 204 aircraft 
was used, although it was subject to frequent marking 
changes. Dr Gellermann recorded it as D-SNAY, whereas 
Swiss authorities recorded it at Zurich as D-OWHA. 
Czech witnesses noted that in early May while at Prngue
Ruzyne it changed markings every day. 

The TV./KG200 under command of Maj Kuschke were 
stationed at Vejle, Denmark, where on 1 May he was or
dered by Gross Adm Donitz, via Baumbach and Gender 
Lufiwaffe Holle, to move all his Ju 88s and a Siebel 204 
to Flensburg. The move took place on 3 May under Hptm 
Sturm. This aircraft and three Ju 88s were sent to 
Grossenbrode. but no further orders were issued. It was 
proposed by Speer to deliver Nazi members and minis
ters into British hands in London - an odd choice when 
Montgomery's headquarters was much nearer - and 
Sturm was ordered to oblitera te the s\vastika and to ap
ply a marking of black-white-red, the traditional colours 
of Germany. 

The form a ti on of a 'SonderstaIIel' or 'Sonder
kommando' Baumbach was followed by a move of al
most all the aircraft. of the lV. Gruppe as well as remain
ing 2. and 3. Staffeln machines to airfields in Schleswig
Hols tein to await special tasks for the Donitz 
'Government', by which Baumbach was officially ap
pointed Chef der Regierungsstaffel (Government Flight) 
on 3 May - this became the official name of the 
Sonderstaffel. One aircraft, flown by 1-Jptm Eichholz, 
brought Karl Frank from Prague for discussions with 
Di:injtz. Al.so Reichskommissar Se:yss-lnquarl was col
lected from the Netherlands for talks, but no further or
ders came from Dc>nitz for his Sonderslaffel. 

11uoughout April the fighting in the Balkans and in 
Northern Italy had not abated and the British and Cana
dian Armies in the north of the Western Front came ever 
closer to Lhe Red Army's advance. US forces in Southern 
Germany also came closer to the Soviet forces and the 
embryo Czech Army in Austria. 

I11e only purpose for operations by Kommando Olga 
(Staffelkapitiln: llptm Peter Stahl) by this time was the 
provision of sabotage equipment to groups o n the ground. 
For instance, the 2nd Tactical Air Force Intelligence 
Monthly Survey for March 1945 identified one of two B-
17s or Ju 88s flying on eleven nights to Rotterdam, 
Quakenbri.ick and Cochem to Handorf, and Hildesheim 
to Echterdingen, a flight by a black-camouflaged B-17 
recorded on the night of 23-25 March. 

Oberst Baumbach had a varied collection of transport 
and communications aircraft, now sadly lacking the three 
B-17s that partly equipped the I./KG 200 in February at 
Hildesheim for service with Olga, operat ing from 
Echterdingen, before moving base to Muhldorf-lnn. Their 
operations officially ended when the II. and IV. Gruppen 
were disbanded on 22April,followed by the disbandment 
of the Stab/KG 200 on the 25th. 

E ven with the Third Reich in its death throes, in early 
May, Lt Ludwig Stumptncr of Olga received a surreal or
der Lo deliver meteorological equipment onto a glacier 
on the Grossglockner. Instead, he and his crew, accom
panied by a female Luftwaffe auxiliary decided to make 
good their escape. In an He 111 H-6 devoid of all unit 
markings they flew at a low-level from Aigen to 
Klcinmeinfeld in Bavaria where he safely belly-landed, 
the aircraft's occupants then falling into American hands. 

The comings and goings at the Berlin Chancellery had 
no direct concern for the Stab or the Kommandos of KG 
200 but, partly through his involvement in Speer's ama
teurish plots and grmving acquaintance with the Nazi hi
erarchy, Werner Baumbach had greater authority to carry 
out his primary task, namely the gathering together of 
transport aircraft for whatever purposes his superiors 
might decide. A large-scale move by land by troops and 
civilians from the 'Protectorate' of Czechoslovakia was 
largely a matter of overcoming the disruption of the road 
and rail network but evacuation of the Baltic enclaves 
was by sea (a vulnerable operation) or by air. So the con
centration of aircraft on the Baltic coast by Baumbach 
could have had a dual purpose. 
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By 2 May, British forces had driven across Schleswig
Holstein to the Ilaltic coast, intending to pre-empt any 

Soviet advance into that area. Donitz attempted ~~ 
range a local surrender lo the British so Lhal he ~~<:!__ 
continue resisting the Red Anny "to save as many Ger

man soldiers as possible from Bolshevism-~ 
enslavement." He set up a command post at Murwick near 

Plensburg on 2 May, making his headquarters aboard~ 
ship Patria in the harbour there. He decided on a 'local 
surrender· (in e1Iecl an armistice) wi th Gen Bernard 

' ' ~ ·~ 

!vlontgomery and instructed the commander at Ru~c~~-
arrange evacuation from Kurland and East Prussia. 

On 5 May Donitz, to show 'good faith ' forbade all fur
ther ,.Werewolf' action in the \Vest. Gen. Jod] flew to 

!vllinchen-Riem next day as emissary to Eisenhmver. He 
was told that fighting would continue ''on all fronts'' un

til Germany surrendered unconditionally. At 02.30 hours 
on 7 .May Jodl signed a declaration of unconditional sur

render, yet to be ratified, with effect from midnight, 8 May 

1945. Some five million troops and refugees were saved 
from the Russians in the eight days that D<initz prolonged 

the fighting, an amazing achievement in the face of So
viet attacks. On 23 May his 'Provisional G erman 
Government' \Vas dissolved by the Allies. 

Of others who took past in the KG 200 story, most sim

ply surrendered. Gehlen and his staff of Fremde Heer Ost 
took their fi les to the Americans. For many years afterwards 

Gehlen supplied NATO with 70 per cent of its intelligence. 
l110se pe rsonnel identified as being from KG 200 were 

rounded up and placed in a special camp for interrogation 

by RAF Intelligence, where they stayed for the rest of 1945. 

On 21 December 1945 all officers of KG 200 were offi
cially made available for discharge by the controlling RAF 

authorities. An indication of the suspicion in which ex
members of KG 200 were held by the Occupation Forces 

is the fact that all personnel of the unit were still held in a 
camp at Gettorf in February 1946. Despite the straitened 

circumstances in which the men of KG 200 found them
selves, they soon proved they l1ad lost none of their initia-............. _ 
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tive or ahility as scroungers. Tn a snap inspection on 4 Feb

ruary by an RAF Intelligence officer, it \vas found that not 
only did each man have enough food to last him a t least a 

month, there was highly efficient heating and every room 

had a telephone. In addition, a dozen women served in a 
special capacity in four rooms set aside for the purpose ... 
The camp was also home Lo a thriving toymaking industry 

which employed destitute ex-Luftwaffe members. An in
spection by the RAF Provost department only lwo weeks 

earlier had revealed none of these activities; the camp \vas 
closed that same day and its inmates dispersed. 

198 A bove: R-24H-5-TJT 
41-28641, onceA3+KB of 1./ 
KC 200, was found dam -
aged and abandoned at 
Sulzburg-A1uhidor/inApriL 
7945. 11partfmm p atdies of 
another co fvur (dark green 
77?) w cover the original 
American m.arkin.gs, it ap
pears w rerain irs original 
finish. Th.P. Gaman mark
ings and unit identity code 
are all in accordance with 
late-11mr regulations 

199 T.eft: ft appears that 
A3..,..KB was left abandoned 
for some considerable time, 
either frorn early 1945 or 
until the winter of that year. 
This one of the few pictures 
of a KG 200 aircraft where 
rhe full unit code can he seen 



200: Found as seen i11 a 
wrecked hangar at Orly, 
near Paris, France, this B-
17 F-110-BU M.Jas once 42-
30604 of the 7 OOth Romb 
Croup. narned Badger 
B eauty V Lost on 4 O cto
ber 1943, it was damaged by 
the ri·ench resistance so may 
never have been flown or 
u.mi by the Luftwaffe but 
may have heen intended.for 
spares. Jn the event it was 
recovered, by then fitted with 
three new propellers, and 
now forms part of the 
Boeing ,Wuseum collection 

201: American C !s posr on 
B-17F 42-30713, Phyllis 
l\/larie, ajier she had been 
disr:o vered at .Altenburf?,, 
south of Leipzig, al the wa1·~· 
end.Apart from the addition 
of German insignia and /he 
removal of armament she 
looked much the saine as 
.~he did when she was losr on 
o /vfarch 1944 with 2nd Lt 
Max Quakenbush and his· 
crew ji·om the 390th Romh 
Group.Allocated to KC 200 
she had b een allotted the 
V e rhands kenn z.ei ch en 
A3+1::."K 

202: A close up of the nose 
of Phyllis Marie after her rr
capture. Thro1.1.ghou1 h er 
time wich KG 200 she had 
retained a variety of Am.eri
can-applied artwork. 11 is 
apparent that the dear plas
tic nose cone is still intact in 
this picture 
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203: Incontrovertible proof 
of the identity of Phyllis 
Marie-42-30773. 'Warford 
Polly' is believed to be num.e 
of a female friend of one of 
the crew who turned ou.I not 
l o be quite whac she 
seemed. .. 

204: Only a few B-l?Gs 
served with the L ujtwujJe. 
This one is 43-37827, Wally's 
Wheels, of the 305th Bomb 
G roup. Lost on 5 Decemher 
1944, the aircraft was appar
ently not rnuch damaged 
and was presum.a bly 
quickly passed on to KG 
200. This is the state it was 
in when. found at 1-lfeirnar/ 
Kol!eda in Atay 1945 

205: Seen during recovery 
operations in .fuly-/1.ugust 
1943, this is B-17F42-30146, 
Down & Go, of the 94th 
Bomh Croup. Suhseqllently 

the aircraft served with 1.1 
KC 200 (prnhably as 
A3+CE) wilh whom it carne 
to an unfortunate end on 70 
M arch 1945 111hen it blew up 
un takeoj/; kilting almost all 
rm board. 1'vfost of the pas
sengers were mem.bers of the 
Vichy French Govemement 
trying to make an escap e 

206: The work of the 2.1 
Versuchsverband. Ob.d. L is 
not really part of the KG 200 
story; being primarily con
r.erned with the lesting of 
Allied aircraji, mostly fight
ers, in relation to develop
ment of counter-m.easures 

by the Luftwaffe. This pic
tu re proves conclusiv ely, 
huwevet; that the Lightning, 
44-23725, which was flown 
to Axis lines by the defector 
Martin Monti, was an F-5E 
reconnaissance model 



ORDERS OF BATTLE 
Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. & KG 200 

10MARCH1944 30 APRIL 1944 

VERSUCHSVERBAND Ob.d.L. VERSUCHSVERBAND Ob.d.L. 

TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE TYPE ON STRENGTH 
1. Staffel Ju 88 9 7 1. Staffel Ju 88 7 

Ju 86 4 4 Ar 240 1 
Ar240 1 Ju 86 3 
Bf 109 2 1 Bf 109 3 
Ju 188 2 0 FW 58 

2. Staffel Fh 104 
Mosquito 1 0 
P-47 2 0 2. Staffel Mosquito VI 1 
Lightning 0 P-47 2 
Spitfire 0 Lightning 2 
Mustang 2 0 Spitfire 2 
Griffin? Mustang 2 
(Griffon-engined Spitfire?) 

KG200 
KG 200 

Geschwader Stab 
Geschwader Stab Communications types 3 
Communications types 3 2 

·1. ~18TTel JU j::>L 1 1 
1 C•,..,ffr.I Ju :m~ ') 

2 
Ju 252 2 1 Ju 352 1 
Dakota 0 Bloch 160/ 
S.M. 75 1 162 2 
Leo 246 4 
8-17 2 2. Staffel Ju 188F-1 

He 111 H-3/5 2 
2. Staffel He 111H 15 11 He 111 H-6/2013 

Ju 188F-1 1 He 115 2 
Do 217E-4 0 He 59 2 

Do 217 1 
3. (Erg) Staffel Fw 189 1 

Ar1 962 0 
He 59 2 2 3. (Erg) Staffel 
Bloch 2 0 Amiot 3 
Bf 108 2 1 Leo 451 1 
Amiot 2 1 Leo 246 3 
Leo 451 2 1 Ar 196 2 
Gliders 13 8 B-1 7F/G 8 
DFS 230 1 B-71 (SB-2) 

C-47 
II Gruppe - forming Ju 87 

Si204 1 
CAMS 161 1 
Gliders 11 
DFS 230 1 

SERVICEABLE 
2 
0 
2 
2 
1 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 
1 
8 
2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
2 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
11 
1 

177 



30 APRIL 1944 10 NOVEMBER 1944 

TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE KG 200 
II. Gruppe (2.Staffel) 

Ar1 96 3 1 TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE 
Hs 126 1 1 Geschwader Stab 
Fw 44 2 2 Communications types 2 2 
Bf 108 2 2 
B 131 4 4 1. Staffel Ju 290A-4/7 3 2 
K135 4 4 Ju 352A-1 1 1 

2. Staffel He 111 H-6/20 8 8 
10 NOVEMBER 1944 Ju 188 8 4 

He 115 2 2 
" 1. As part of the re-organisation of KG 200, III./ Fw 189 1 0 
KG 66 (Mistel) will be placed under the command of Do 24 4 4 
KG 200 and renamed IL/KG 200. 
2. Erprobungs-und-Lebrkommando 36 (at Graz) 3. (Erg) Staffel 
will be renamed Versuchskommando/KG 200. B-24 1 0 
3. At the same time the present 11./KG 200 will be B-17 5 2 
renamed fV./KG 200 and will take ove r the duties of a Fw 58 1 
training and replacement Gruppe, including training Si204 1 
o [ 'Reichenhach' (sic) and all other suicide equipment. Gliders 0 0 
4. In addition, the possibility of renaming l./SG 5 
as III. /KG 200 is envisaged, the Sonderverband II. Gruppe (ex 111./KG 66 - Luftwaffenkommando West) 
'Einhon1' being simultaneously incorporated into this Mistel 18 6 
unit. Ju 88 11 10 
5. Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. will be r enamed Ju 88 2 1 
Versuchsverhand OKL." Ju 188 4 0 

Bf 109 11 5 
Fw 190 3 2 

VERSUCHSVERBAND OKL 
Ill. Gruppe (ex l./SG 5) 

TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE No aircraft 
Stab B 181 1 

IV. Gruppe 
1. Staffel Ju 88 2 2 Ju 52/3m 

Ju 88T-1 2 2 Hs 126 1 1 
Ar234 6 4 Bf 108 3 3 
Me262 5 3 FW56 6 6 

Si204 3 3 
2. Staffel Mosquito 1 0 He 111 2 2 

P-47 2 1 Fw44 7 7 
Lightning 2 1 DFS 230 7 7 
Spitfire 2 0 Ar96 9 9 
Mustang 2 2 FW 190 23 23 
Harvard 1 1 Kl 35 4 4 
Typhoon 1 0 Ju W 34 1 1 

B 181 12 12 
3. Staffel Ju 88 4 0 Ju 87 1 1 

Ju 388 3 0 B 131 5 5 
Ar 234 3 0 Go 242 2 2 
Me 410 1 0 
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31 DECEMBER 1944 31 DECEMBER 1944 

VERSUCHSVERBAND OKL TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE 
6. Staffel Mistel 1 19 12 

TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE Mistel 3 11 3 (Trainers) 
St~b B 181 1 1 Bf 109F-4 2 0 

Fw 190F-8 0 
1. Staffel Ju 88 0 

Ju 88T 0 7. Staffel Mistel 1 3 2 (Trainers) 
Ar 234 7 5 Mistel 2 1 1 
Me 262 6 4 Ju 88A-4 1 1 

Bf 109F-4 6 6 
2. Staffel Mosquito 1 0 Fw 190A-8 1 0 

P-47 2 1 
Lightning 2 Ill. Gruppe (ex l./SG 5) 
Spitfire 3 No aircraft 
Mustang 3 1 
Harvard 1 1 IV. Gruppe 
Tempest 1 0 Gruppe Stab 

FW 190 6 5 
3. Staffel Ju 88 3 0 

Ju 388 3 0 13. Staffel Fw 190 21 10 
Ar 234 4 Fw44 1 
Me 410 0 

14., 15., 16. Staffeln 
He 111 1 

KG 200 Ju 87 1 
Si204 3 2 

Geschwader Stab Bf 108 3 2 
Communications types 2 2 Ju W 34 1 1 

Hs 126 
1. Staffel Ju 290A-4/7 3 3 Ju 52/3m 

Ju 352A-1 1 1 Kl35 4 4 
Fw 58 1 FW44 7 7 
B-24 1 B 131 5 5 
B-17 5 2 B 181 12 12 

Fw 56 6 6 
2. Staffel He 111 H 8 8 Ar 96 9 8 

He 1112 4 0 
3. Staffel He 115 3 2 

Do 24 4 2 Versuchskommando 
He 177 A-3/5 1 

4. Staffel He 111 H-6 2 1 Ju 88A-4 1 1 
Ju 188 9 4 Do 217 3 0 
Fw 189 He 111 H 11 
Si204 0 

II. Gruppe (ex 111./KG 66) 10 January 1945 
Gruppe Stab 

Ju 88S-3 1 KG 200 
Ju 88A-4 2 TYPE ON STRENGTH SERVICEABLE 
Ju 352 1 1 Various 295 206 
Fw 190 1 0 

9., 10., 11 Staffeln 
5. Staffel Ju 88S-3 8 8 Fw 190 41 34 

Ju 188A-2 4 2 Fw 190 trainer 
Ju 188E-1/3 4 0 12 12 

13 Staffel Fw 190 21 15 7 
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SUMMARY 
During the Jina! three months of the war in .Europe, 

the administration of the Geschwade r became increas

ingly complex and, to some degree. confused. Addit.ium1J 
units were incorporated , or int.egn1t.ed one with another. 

Here is a s ummary o f the final organisatio n of the 

G eschwadcr : 
Unit formed 20 February 1944 and disbanded 25 April 
1945: 

Sta b/KG 200 
Base: HQ a t Berlin-Uatow 

Aircraft types: Fw 200 and Ju 188 

I./KU 200 composed of four Staffe ln; duties were 
agent drops and then also included horn her operations. 
ilase: HQ a t Finow 

1./KG 200: handled the long-distance operations. 

B ase: Finow 

Aircraft types: Fw 200, Ju 290, Ju 390, Ju 52, Ju 252, Ju 
352, A r 232, H e 177, B-17, 13-24 

2./KG 200: short and medium-range operations. 
HO a t Finow was divide d into four ' o uts ta tions': 

'CARMEN' in >Jor the rn llaly covered the weste rn and 

sou the rn Mediterranean, North and West Africa ; 
'CLARA' and 'TOSKA' handled the Easte rn Front 

and south-east ; 'OLGA' (Frankfurt) handled West
ern Europe. 

Ain.:raft types: Ju 52, Ju 88, Ju-188, Do 217, H e 177, H-
17, B-24 

3./KG 200: transport with flying boats and some train

ing <J ulies. 
B ase: Baltic is la nd of Bug-am -Rtigen ( late r at 

Flensburg) 
Aircraft types: A r 196, HV 138, Do 18, Do 24, He 115 

4./KG 200: training and technical ma tte rs. 

Base: Finow 
Aircraft types: Ar 96, Bl 108, HU 181 and a fcvv· other 
trajning types 

11./KG 200 composed of three Staffeln: provided path

finders, radar-jamming aircraft, bombers. Mistcls and 
Mis t.el I.raining. 
Base: HQ at Burg 

5./KG 200: pathfinder , bombe r and radar-ja mming 
unit. 

Base: Burg 

Aircraft types: Ju 88S, Ju 188A & E 

180 

6./KG 200: the opera tional Mistel unit. 

Base: Rechlin 
Aircraft types: Mistel 1 (Bf 109F & Ju 88A ), Mis t.el 2 
(Fw 190A -6 & Ju 88G -1) and Mistcl 3 (Fw 190A-8 & 

Ju 88G -10 or H -4) 

7./KG 200: Mistel training. 
Hase: R echlin 
Aircraft types: Mist.el SJ (Hr 109F and Ju 88A4), M istel 

S2 (Fw 190A-8 & Ju 88G-l ) and Mistel 3 (Fw 190A-6 

and Ju-88A-6) 

III./KG 200: experimental unjt responsible for fitt ing 
F w 190 fighters with torpedoes. 
Base: Berlin-Staaken 
Aircraft type: Fw 190F-8 

TV /KG 200: handled the Fi 103 R eichenberg. 

Base: Prenzlau 
A ircraft types: Fi 103R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4, He 111 , 
He 111 (Zwilling) , Go 242 and DFS 230 

A selection of known operations by KG 200 

All carried out on the Eastern Front by Lothar Sieber 
and crew in an He 111 coded 'A3-i EC'. 

Heidelbeere Bilberry 26/7/44 
Melone Melon 27/8/44 
R eiher H eron 28/8/44 
Maulbeere Mulberry 29/8/44 
Tollkirsche Deadly Nightshade 31/8/44 
I I erbstlau.b Autumn Leaves 7/9/44 
Pelikan Pelican 9/9/44 

Traube Bunch of Grapes 12/9/44 

Feldspar Felspar 14/9/44 

Kupfer Copper 16/9/44 
Schwefel Sulph ur 16/9/44 

The supply and agent-dropping opern I.ions by KG 200 
have been we ll recorded in crew logbooks, but very 

few of the code names allot led to these ope rations have 
been not.ed as this was a very serious offence which 

breached security. Consequently the few shown above 

are valuable as they not only show tha t a linked series 
of operations shared similar code names, e.g. the last 
three, bul. also reveal the intensity of the efforts by 

KG 200 crews. The average dis tance flown on each of 
these missions was some 800 km. 

Some other operations by other crev•·s and aircraf t: 
Parzival Percival 25/7 /44 
/ lnti-Atlas Anti-Atlas 

Koblenz 
BIUte 
Sultan Alekpa 

Mob tag 

Kleiner Wolf 
Grosser Wo~f 
Kluger Wolf 
L ibanon l & l [ 
Rennstrecke 
Narwa I, Tl & IV 

Koblenz 2217/44 

Blossom 5/8/44 
Sultan A lekpa 11/8/44 

Mobilisation 26/8/44 
Little Wulf 3118/44 

Big 'Nolf 
Wise Wolf 
Lebanon I & II 
Race track 
Narwa I , II & IV 



FLIGHTS OF FANCY 
Operations KG 200 did not do 

During the post-war years reports appeared, first in 
RAF Flying Review (1955 and 1956) and then in The Air 

War by Janusz Piekalkewicz, of long-range operations by 
Junkers transport aircraft. These stories originated only 

in a R eport of the Air P/\V Interrogation Unit, Ninth Air 
Force (Advanced) of 29 March 1945 entitled FAG 5 !'lanes 

over Manchuria, from the questioning of a man claiming 
to be a defecting Luftwaffe pilot named Baumgart. H e told 

of Ilighls by the two Ju 390s of Fernaufk:larungsgruppe 5 
in February 1944 to within 20 km, or 20 miles, of America's 

Atlantic coast and, in greater detail, of flights by Ju 290s to 

the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo (or which Lhe 
aircraft were attached to KG 200. 

The story of the Atlantic flight has been treated with 

scepticism by aviation historians. First by British intelli
gence reports of August 1944 and then Prof Kenneth 

Werrell in an article World War II German. Distance 

Flights; Record or Fraud (Aerospace Historian, June 
1988), but neither gives any useful detail. Werrell con
cluded, "TI1e modest sources and numerous questions 

attending the New York flight strongly suggest that it did 
not take place." 

Wolf Baumgart served with Fernaufsklarungsgruppe 
(FAGr) 5 from August 1943 until April 1944. He told his 

interrogators how three Ju 290A-9s of FAGr 5 based at 
Mont-dc-Marsan o n the Biscay coast of France were 

flown back to Germany to be modified at Finsterwalde 
for special operations. All guns except one, dual controls 
and armour were removed from the aircraft and the fuel-

207 Above: A Junkers Ju 290A-5 or A-9 in service with FAGr. 5 
while based at J..font-de-Marsan. close lu the Bay ufBiscay in France. 
Aircraft from this unit and those of the Versuchsverhand Oh.d. l. . 
carried out much of the long-range strategic reconnaissance and agent 
insertion. operations for the A bwehr and OKL in the mid-war years 
before the formation of KG 200 proper 

tankage was increased by 23 per cent, all completed within 

48 hours. For the first of Baumgart's own tlights, the aircrew 
consisted of himself as pilot, a radio-operator and a third 

man who \Vas not identified but who gave navigational in
structions whilst in the air. The first night began at Odessa 

and returned to Mielec in Poland, the second a vveek later 

began and also ended al Mielec. lhe flight, said Baumgart, 

took 33 hours and flew over Lake Baikhal and was guided 
for the last two hours by diredional information from To

kyo. The other two Ju 290s, he said, took off from and re
turned to Posen; each Hight carried a BMW 801 engine on 

the outward trip and alloy metals and rubber on return. 
\Verrell point<; out that there was no mention in this account 

of any connection \Vith KG 200, to 'vhich unit three Ju 290s 
were attached in March and May 1944 and later alloca ted 

the KG 200 unit codes: as if Baumgart \Vas unaware of this. 
vVerreJ l sought t o decide the probability of the 

'Kommando Japan' flights by an analysis of performance 
and range o[ the aircraft and concluded that they were 
indeed possible. 

The background to this tale cannot be simply summa

rised. Earlier, Deutsche Lufthansa had made 'proving 
flights ' to the Far Easl. \.Yhen discussions began between 

Germany and Japan about exch anges of technical exper
tise, several of the routes \Vere again considered . They 

were from Kemi in Finland to Sakhalin (6.350 km). from 
K irovgrad to Panto near Hank ow (6,125 km), from South

ern Russia or the Crimea over the Bay of Bengal (7 ,000 
k m), using flying-boats, from Petsamo or Kirkenes in Fin

land to Tsitsihar in Manchukuo or a later route from 
Odessa or Zaporozhe to Paoto and Tokyo. ln October 

Mayr flew a Fw 200 on an experimental flight of 6,400 
km , from Kirkenes, but. tbi s operation was not carried 
through because Japan feared that the USSR might use 
invasion of its air space as a cause for war. 
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Early in 1942 Hptm Heinz Braun commanded a trans
port unit at Tempelhof composed of aircrew from the 
Luftwaffe and Deutsche Lufthansa. This Lufttransport
staffel 290 flew two Ju 290s, seven Ju 90s, a Ju 252 and a 
Focke-\Vulf Fw 200 on several secret missions for the 
Versuchsverband Ob.d.L. In March 1943, they transferred 
to Grnsseto in Ttaly under the command uf 
Lufttransportfi.ihrer Mittelmeer. Braun was transferred 
in Apri11943 to a new unit, FAGr :5, on the Biscay Coast 
which began operations in concert with U-boats in Octo
ber, with .Tu 290A-2s and A-3s. In Novernher the 2./FAGr 
5 became operational and the 4. Staffel was established 
fo r some six months, t hen six Ju 290s were transferred to 
DLH for duties including the transport of cargoes for 
Reichsleiter Martin Bormann. The other aircraft were 
taken over by the l./KG 200. 

At the end of 1943 the idea was raised again hy OKL 
and on 4 January Hptm Braun, Staffelkapitan of 2 ./FAGr 
5, was ordered to form a 'Kommando Japan'. He Jet.I DLH 
Flugkapitiin \\'alter Mayr and Rudolf Blume and their 
crews Lu set up I.he unjt at. E-S t.eJle Rechlin, intending t.u 
fly Ju 290A-2/3 aircraft 9V+AK, 9V+IK and 9V+KK from 
Nautsi in Finland via Novya Zemlya and l .(lke Haik al to 
Japan, and return, each aircraft carrying two tonnes of 
tungsten . These proposals were en tire ly genuine and the 
transport plan was real. As we have seen, although the 
'Japan Flight' came Lu nothing, Nlayr made a trial flight 
from Tu tow. base of XIV. Fliegerkorps to reconnoitre the 
aerodromes in the far North, at Vaasa, Kemi, Rovaniemi, 
Nautsi, Kirkenes and on return to Tutow a week later 
reported that Nautsi would be the most s uit.able for the 
opera ti on of Ju 290s. A check of records shows a transfer 
of three new Ju 290A-9s from the FAGr 5 under the com
mand of Hptrn Heinz Braun, Staffelkapitan of the 2./FAGr 
5 al Munl.-de-Marsan, l.o KG 200; T9+YK on 16 March 
1944, T9+ WK on the 26th and T9+ UK on 12 May. They 
were re-marked as A3+BB, A3+CB and A3+A H respec
tively. A3+AB and BB were both lost during Operation 
ELTSTA , the third aircraft, CB, was uestroyed in the 
south-east on 23 May 1944. 

One commentator hcts given a little further tantalis
ing information that a Ju 290A-9 (one of the two then 
he ld on charge by KG 200) began a fli ght from 
Grigorievka (Odessa) for Mukden in Manchukuo on 8 
Apri l. Whom can we believe? 

Baumgart's fascinating story has been believed and 
repe(! Led in severa l books by reputable aviation writers, 
none of whom has sought confirmation. His interroga
tors described the 24-year-old as "anxious t.o oHer serv
ices for the allies, some of his statements should be ac
cepted with reservation as they reflect con fiden I. exuber
ance ... ". A fe vv relevant words were included in Air Min
istry In tell igence ADI (K) Report No.398/1945 /1 Shorr 

History of KG 200 derived from interrogation of Oberst 
R ande l-Semper, Geschwader Operations Officer from 
June 1944. He confirmed that "operations which were 
d iscussed but not attempted were (a) Flights to America 
(b) Flights to Japan (c) F lights to area :"forth of 
Singapore.'' 
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A number of authors have written that Hptm Heinz 
Braun and his crew flew a Ju 290 to Barcelona-Muntadas 
at the end of April 1945. ln fact they were at Horsching 
waiting for a special mission to be ordered by Luftflotte 
VI. Several wTiters, however, have included such an op
eration by Braun as true, mistaking a flight hy a Ju 290A-
5 of Deutsche Lufthansa for an imaginary one by Braun's 
Ju 290A-7. The DLH aircraft, D -ATTR, had earlier served 
wi.th Braun's 2./FAGr 5 as 9V+DK. The 'mistake', in at 
least one instance, provided a false reason for writings 
speculating on Lhe 'escape' uf Hitler and Eva. 

Until early 1945, relations between Spain and the Axis 
Powers remained openly friendly and flights between Italy 
or Germany and Spain were regularly maintained despite 
the threat of attack by A llied fighters over the 11editer
ranean. But the Spanish Government was forced to ac
cept an Axis defeat as unavoidable so, in March, Luftwaffe 
flights over Spanish territory were forbidden, but airline 
services continued by Lufthansa for a while, the Ju 290s 
\~rith civil markings flown by crews from KG 200, the Al
lies well aware of the deception or so it has been reported. 
In fact the four-engined ai rcraft were flmvn hy crews from 
DLH, even if they carried 'military' personnel, freight or 
documents. In August 1944 fear of attack by Allied fight
ers supporting DRAGOON brought about a change of 
policy; Ju 88s and Me 41 Os we re to he used instead for a 
faster run from Italy to Spain. On 27 September three Ju 
88s were allocated to the route, the point emphasised 
tragically the following night, 27/28 September, when a 

Fw 200D-2, D-AMHL, (Flugkapiliin Helmut Limon) was 
shot down over France. The British might have been simi
larly accused of deception as British Overseas Airways 
Corporation flew a dozen Mosquitos to and from Swe
den from February 1943 until the end of hostilities. 

Ju 290A-5 D-AITR was flown to Spain by Flugkapitiin 

Suzalek of DLH on 6 April 194:5. A few enthusiasts made 
efforts to establish their belief - or supposition - that 
the aircraft with its comfortab le 'civil ' guise and in ternal 
fittings carried the Fi.ihrer on the first leg of a journey to 
freedom. Tt is more likely th(ll it carried va luables for safe
keeping. Suzalek was instructed to disregard the Spanish 
ban and turn around the Buyem without refuelling. He 
arrived at Muntadas in fog and overshot the runway, end
ing in a rice field with little damage to the ai rcraft which 
remained there until its future could be decided - which 
was its sale to the Spanish ai r force on 29 April 1950. 

Martin Bormann, Director of the Nazi Party. organ
ised the deposit of a great quantity of money and valu
ables in foreign banks, some of it to be transported from 
Germany or Italy to Spain by .Tu 290. Tt is likely that the 
DLH aircraft were used for this purpose. 

U nder interrogation a German prisoner-of-war re
ferred to the belief that Soviet Pe-2 Jight bombers, with 
other captured aircraft, were flown by KG 200 crews. ll is 
likely that the occasional demonstration or tria1s of such 
aircraft by the 'Zirkus Rosarius· gave rise to this belief. 
No aircraft of this type was ever included in the Order of 
Battle of KG 200 or flown hy its crews. 



Aircraft used by KG 200 and predecessor units 

Type W.Nr./Serial Previous Code KG 200 code Staff el Notes 
Ar96 ? A3+NA KU Lange lgbk. Rahmd 25/7 /44 
Ar96 ? A3+NB KH Lange lgbk. Dedclstorf 12/5/44 
A r 96 ? A3+NC Halstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 9144 
Ar96 '? A3+Nl. Halstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 9/44 

Ar 196A-3 ? A3+AC To Finland 1944. To Soviet Union 16/3/45 
Ar 196A-3 ? A3+BC Loaned to Finland. Returned 9/44 

Ar232A-06 \V.Nr. 10008 L5+BR/G6+VY 2. Crashed 14/12/44 
Ar232A-08 W.Nr.10010 LS+FR 2. Kommru1do Toska. Sieber lgbk 9/4/44 
Ar232B-04? W.Nr. 100006 A3+QB 2. Lange lgbk 30/2/45 
Ar232B-05 W.Nr. 110017 L5+ER/G6+?Y 1. Lost on 'Zeppelin',4/9/44. OfwVicrus. 

Ar232B-06? W.Nr. 100008 G6+XY? 2. Lange lgbk 19/1/45 
Ar232B-07 W.Nr. 110029 G6+ YY A3+RB 2. Lange lgbk. (Noted as 305002 at Farnborough) 
Ar232B-09 W.Nr. 110031 G6+UY A 3+SB 2. Ott lgbk. Shot down by nigbtfighter 25/4/45 
Ar 23413-2 ? T5+GH 1. Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. To 1./Aufkl.Gr. 33 
Ar234B-2 \V.Nr. 140142 T9+DH/SM+FB l. V.Ob.d.L. Lost 16krn NW Alfonsine 11/4/45 
Ar234B-2 W.Nr.140344 '1'9+EH /NM+BR 1. V.Ob.d.L. Crashed Udine 16/4/45 

Ar 234B-2 ? T9+FH 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ar 234S12 W.Nr. 140112 TY+GH/GM+ Hl , 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ar 234B-2 W.Nr. 140154 T9+IH/SM+FN 1. V.Ob.d.L 24112/44 
Ar 23413-2 W.Nr. 140151 T9+KH/SM+FK 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ar 234B-2 W.Nr. 140152 T9+KH//SM+FL 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ar 234V5 W.Nr.130005 T9+LH/GK+TV 1. V.Ob.d.L. Lost 28/8/44 

Ar 234V7 W.Nr. 130007 T9+MH/GK+IX 1. V.Ob.d.L. 11/44 
Ar234B-2 W.Nr. 140307 T9+?? 1. V.Ob.d.L. To Kdo Sperling 
A r 234B-2 W.Nr. 140459 T9+?? 1. V.Ob.d.L. Destroved 10/2/45 , 
Ar234B-2 W.Nr.140608 T9+GL 3. V.Ob.d.L./OKL. To Kdo Bonow 
Ar234V15 \V.1\ r. 130025 T9+ HL/PH +SW 

,.., 
.J. Y.Ob.d.L/OKL. Destroyed 4/45 

Ar234V17 W.N r. 130027 1 '9+ LL/PH+SY 3. V.Ob.d.L/OKL. Destroyed 4/45 
Ar240A ? T5+MH 1. Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L./Y.Ob.d.L 

Ar240A-01 W.Nr. 240011 T5+?L/GL+QA 3.? Crashed Frosine 16/2/43 as TS+ YP 
Ar 240A-02 W.Nr. 240012 GL+QB VtH 1/44 
Ar 240A-O '> T9+GL 3. V.Oh.d.L/OKL 
Avia B71A W.Nr.156 SE+DP Sieber lgbk. Rangsdorf 719/43 
Avia B71 ? BH+DE SB-3, in Sieber lgbk. Rangsdorf 7//9/43 

AviaB71 ? VG+FB Sieber lgbk. Rangsdorf 1019/43 

Bloch 161 ? T9+BB Stab First prototype. Crashed Oranicnburg 10/5/44 
BU 131 ? A3+MP Halst.enbach lgbk. D edelstorf 6/9/44 
Bil 131 ? A3+MQ Halstenhach lghk. Dedelstorf 6/9/44 
Bil 181 ? A3+ND KH Lange lgbk. Dedelstorf 4/44 
Bti 181 ? A3+NG KH Lange lgbk. D cdclstorf 4/44 

Bii 181 ? A 3+NH KH Lange lgbk. Dedelslorf 4/44 
Bi.i 181 '! A3+NK H alstenbach lgbk. D edelstorf 6/9/44 
Bii 181 ? A3+NS KH Lange lgbk. Plauen 4/44 
Bii 181 ? A3+NT KH Lange lgbk. Rechlin 117/44 
Bil 181 ? A3+NV Halstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 11/44 
Bti 181 '! A3+NY Halstenbach lgbk. DedeJstorf 9/44 

Bil 181 ? A3+NZ KH Lange lgbk. Ga tow 5/6/44 
BU 181 ') A3+0B Halstenbach lgbk. Dcdclstorf 10/44 
Bil 181 ? A3+0K Halstenbach lgbk. Pyritz 11144 
DPS 230 ') 114+2-27 
Do18 ? RU+KH ,..,? 

.) . Not confirmed by documents 
Do 175 ' ) T5+PH Aufkl.Gr/Oh.d.L. Shot down France 13/1/40 

Do 17S ? D-ARED ? Aufkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. (Rowehl) 
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Type W.Nr./Serial Previous Code KG200code , ·Notes 

Do 24 ? 3Y+IIT Dorwald lghk.1 7.10.44 Bug am Rugen 

Do 24 ? A3+?? 

Do215 ? T5+AC 1. Aufkl.Gr/Oh.d.L. Finland 7/41 

Do215 ? ·r5+AH 1. Autkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. Finland 6/42 

Do 215B-4 W.Nr.0076? T5+GH/NO+ TZ 1. Aufkl.Gr/Oh.d. I,. Crnshed Schorndorf 2/11/40 

Do 2158 -l W.Nr.0052 T5+?K/NO+TD 1. VfH Oranienburg 4/42 

D o 215B-4 W.Nr.0004 T5+NM Lost Millerow-Starnblsk 11 /7/42 

Do 2l5B ? L2+1.C 1. Autkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. Ex-8./LG 2. Lost 11/8/41 

Do 215B ? L2+KS " -'· Aufk1.Gr/Ob.d.L. Ex-8./LG 2. Lost 2411 0/40 

Do 215B ? L2+AS 2. Autkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. Ex-8./LG 2. Lost 23/7/41 

Do 215B ? L2+ES " -'· Aufkl.Gr/Oh.d.L. Ex-8.ff ,Q 2. f ,ost 5/8/41 

Do 217A-O W.Nr. 2706 ? AufklGr./Ob.d.L (R owehl) 7/40 

Do335V3 \\'.Nr. 230003 T9+ZH 1. V.Ob.d.L Rechlin 4/44 

Fi156 ? A3 t-Mil Braun lgbk 8/2/45 Finow 

Fi 156C ? T9+EB 2. V.Ob.d.L 17/12/43. Gotz lgbk 

Fi 156C ? T9+FR 2. Y.Ob.d.L. 17/12/43. Gotz lgbk 

Fi 156C ? T9+GB 2. V.Ob.d.L 13112/43. Gotz lgbk 

Fi 156 .-, '1'9+VK 2. AutklGr./Ob.d.L. Sie ber lgbk 

Fi 156 ? L3+AE Possible. Sachtle ben lghk 3/5/45 

Fi 156 ') '! Blo~n up by Germans at Morrin, 30/1/45 

FW44C ? A3+LD 2 July 44 at Finste rwa lde Lange/Braun lgbks 

FW44C ? A3+MR l lalstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 9/44 

FW44C ? A3+MU Haiste n bach lg bk. Dedelstorf 9/44 

FW44C ? A3+MV Halstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 9/44 

FW44C ? A3+NM H aisten hach lghk. D ede lstorf 9/44 

rW56 ? A3-10E H alstenbach lgbk. Py1itz 12/44 

FW58 ? T9+WB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

FW190F-8 Vl.Nr. 581600 AJ+MA 4. Lost I\imwegen 28/9/44 

FW190 ? A3+LM 4.? Lange lgbk 

FW190 ? A31LN 4.? Lange lgbk 

FW 190 ? A3+LO 4.? Lange lghk 

FW190F-8 W.Nr. 581447 A3+LX 4. 

FW 190F-8 W.Nr. 581770 Black 7 10. Lost Stolzenau 6/4/45 

FW190F-8 W.Nr. 933064 <C 14. Crashed Stavanger 9/3/45 

FW 190F-8 W.Nr. 583091 << 9. Crashed Dimhesen 5/4/45 

FvV 190F-8 W.Nr. 584035 Black 12 10. MlA Diirnmer See 514145 
FW 190F-8 W.Nr.581772 < +E 9. Crashed Nyllested, D enmark 11/2/45 

FW 190F-8 W.Nr.582179 Illack 2 10. Lost Stolzenau 6/4/45 

F vV 190F-8 W.Nr. 932189 Black 4 10.? Lost Stolzenau 6/4/45 

FW190F-8 \V.Nr. 581458 Lost Rechlin 28/6/44 

FW 190A-5 W.Nr.4415 Miste l 

FW 190F-8 \V.Nr.581611 tvtistel 

FW 190A-8 \V.Nr. 680150 6. 'Mistel 

FW 190A-8 \V.Nr. 732100 Mistel. IV Gruppe. Ttrstrup, Denmark 2/45 

FW 190A-8/R6 W.Nr. 733682 Mistel. TV Gruppe. Tirslrup, Denm;u k_ 2/45 

FvV 190A-8 \V.Nr. 733759 Mistel 3. \Vith Ju 88A \V.Nr. 2492. At Faruboro' 

as Air Min 77. 10/45 

FvV 190A-8 W.Nr. 680524 Ivtistel 3. II Gruppe. 'With Ju 88G-l W.Nr. 714534 

FW 190A-8 \V.Nr. 960539 Mistcl 3. II Gruppc. \Vith .Tu 88G-1\V.Nr. 714908 

FW 190A-8 \V.Nr. 730955 TO+KO Mistel 3. ll G ruppe. With Ju 880-1W.Nr.712322 

FW 190A-8 \V.Nr. 380971 Mistel 3. TI G ruppe. \Vith Ju 88G-1 \V.Nr. 714141 

F\V 190A-8 W.Nr. 731012 lvfistel 3. With Ju 880-1 W.Nr. 714414, Nl\+XT 

FW 190A-8 \V.>Jr. 739222 Mistel 3. TI Gruppe. \Vith Ju 88G -1. Altengrabow 

2/3/45 

FW 190A-8 \V.>Jr. 173938 Mistcl 3. II Gruppe. With Ju 88G-1 \V.Nr. 714287 

F\.V 190 W.Nr.170650 Lange lgbk "bomb trials" 
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Type W.Nr JSerial Previous Code KG 200code Staffel ·· Note.s 

::, ·~ .. 

FW190 ? Cl +MT ('C1 +.T unit code from 16/1145) Mistel. Ex 9./KG 66. 16/10/44. 
FW190 ? Cl+MT Ex KG 66. 16/12/44. Same aircraft as above? 
FW200V10 W.Nr.0001 D-ASHH VfH/Aufkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. (Roweh l) 
FV/200V2 W.Nr. 2484 D-AETA VfH/ Aufkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. (Rowehl) 
FW200A-03 W.Nr.2895 D-AMHC VfH/Aufkl.Gr/Ob.d.L. (Rowehl) 
FW200C-1 WNr.0003 BS+AH ? Aufkl.Ur/Ob.d.L. (Rowehl) 3/40 
Go242 ? 2-18 
He 72B-1 ? T9+IB V.Ob.d.L 
He 111V4 W.Nr.1968 D-AHAO Rovv·ehl 
He lllC-03 W.Nr. 1830 D-AXAV Rmvehl 
He 111 V2 W.Nr. 715 D-ALIX Rowehl 
He lllH(?) ? D-ADAG Rowehl 
He lllH-2 'V.Nr. 2645 T5+EU Aufkl.Gr./Ob.d.L. Lost England 17/1/41 
He lllP-4 W.Nr.1594 TS+OH Aufkl.Gr./Ob.d.L. Shot dovm Scotland 22/2/40 
He lllP W.Nr.1601 T5+RH VfH Oraoicnburg4/41 
He 111H-6 ? A3+AC 2. Ott/Sieber lgbks 17/10/44 
He 111 ? A3+BC 8. Ott/Lange/Sieber lgbk 20.1-4.5/45 
Helll ? A3+CC 
He 11111-16 ? A3+EC 2. Sieber lgbk 13/9/44 
Hclll ? A3+HC 2. T ,ange/Ott lgbks. Stolp/Reitz. Gatow 20/4/45 
He JU ? A3+DH Braun lgbk 
He lllH-6 ? A3+FB 
He 111H ') A3+KB 2. Lange lgbk 
He lllH ? A3+PB 
He 1111-1 '> A3+UR Braun lgbk 
He lllH ? A3+BD Braun lgbk 
He 11111-20 ') A3+DD Kraemer lgbk. Finow 9/11 /44 
He lllH ') A3+AF Wi1rschach/Aigen 1945 
He 11 1H -16 ') A3+LG Kraemer lgbk. Worschach/Aigen 8/1 1/44 
H e lllH ') A3+LH Kraemer lgbk.. Fmslerwalde, 3-10/2/45 
He 111. ? T9+EB Stab V.Ob.d.L 27/10/43 
He lllH-6 W.Nr. 4731 T9+EB/SP+OM Stab V.Ob.d.L 1/44 
He 11111-6 ? T9+AK 2. V.Ob.d.L 
He lllH-6 \.VkNr 7680 T9+EK 2. V.Ob.d.L. Lost 5/2/44 
He 111H-ll/5 ? T9+HK 2.? Sieber lgbk. Rangsdorf 11 /43 
He lllH-11 ? T9+1K 2.? Sieber lgbk. ~angsdorf 9/43 
He111H-3 ? T9+LK 2. Sieber lgbk. Rangsdorf 9/43 
He 11 lH-5 ? T9+MK 2.? Sieber lgbk. R~mgsdorf 9/43 
He lllH-16 ? T9+NK 2.? Sieber lgbk 2/44. Toska. Desert c<1mouflage 
He lllH ? T9+PK 2 .? Sieber lgbk 
He 1.11 ? T9+DL 2. V.Ob.d.UOKL 
H e 111 ? T9+EL 2. V.Oh.d.UOKL 
He 111 ? T 9+HL 2. V.Ob.d.UOKL 15/11/43 
He lllH W.>lr. 701467 ? ? Crashed 30km NE Deblin 22/7/45 
He 111H W.Nr. 7548 ') ') 

He lllH-6 W.Nr. 7853 ? ') ') Destroyed Alten-Urabow 1/3/45 
He 11111-16 ? ') ? Crashed Stolp-Reitz 30/1 /45 
H e lllH-20 ,V.Nr. 701706(?) ') ') Damaged Wormditt 13/12/44 
He 11 5 ? A3+DE ? Schleswig 8/5/45 
He 115 ? BH+QK?? May be misinterpre tation of 6ll+OK 
He 115 ? 6H+OK 3. Dorwald lgbk. Rissala, Finland 9/9/44 
H e 177A-5 ? K9+NL 3. VfH Oranienburg 
JuW34 ? A3+NP ? KH Lange lgbk. Dcdelstorf 2/7 /44 
Ju 52/3111 ? A3+0J ? Halstenb<ich lgbk. Dede lstorf 11/44 
.Tu 52/3m ' ) 1Z +GK ? Ott lgbk. Finow 18/3/45 
Ju 86P ? D -,l\J:'EW ? Rowehl. Force l<in<le LI Ro vno, Poland 15/4/41 
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Ju 86R-1 W.Nr. 0285 TS+ WBIBO+BJ 1. VfH Oranienburg 1/42 
Ju86P W.Nr.0292 T5+??/DA+AQ 1. VfH Orauienburg 1/42 
Ju 86P? W.Nr. 0293 K9+IH 1. VfH Oranienburg 8/41 
Ju 86R-1 W.Nr.0454 TS+RM/DD+GB 1. D essau 11/42. LaterT5+VH 
Ju86 W.Nr.0479 K9+.MH 1. VfH Oranienhurg 5/42 
Ju 86B/Z W.Nr. 0952 T5+JI3/DD+VL 1. Ex D-AGEY. VfH Oranienburg 9/40 
Ju 86 W.Nr.0498 TS+ ?M/DB+RH 1. Crashed Boskum 21112/42 
Ju86R ? T5+SM 4. Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. To l./Aufk l.Gr.100 
Ju 86R-1 W.Nr.5131 T9+ IIJDK + YV 3. VOh.d.L/OKL D amaged Breslau 5/6/44 
Ju 86P/R ? T9+JL 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
Ju 86P/R ? T9+NL .... 

.). V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
Ju 86P/R W.Nr.0498? T9+PM 3. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
Ju 87 ? A3+ND Braun lghk 
Ju 87 ? NE+RZ Halstenbach lgbk 
Ju 88V13 W.Nr. 005 GU+AH 2. VOh.d.L.1940 
.Tu 88V14 W.Nr.0006 D -APSF 2. VOb.d.L. 1940 
Ju 88V23 W.Nr. 0023 NK+AO 2 V.Oh.d.L. 1940 
Ju 88A-1 W.Nr.0246 K9+IH 1. VfH Oranienburg 
Ju 88D ? K9+PH 1.. Vlli. l{echlin 8/42 
Ju 88B-ON24 W.Nr.0024 K9-10H 1. VfH Oranienburg. D-ASGQ/NJ<+A P 
Ju 88B-O ? K9+RH l. VfH Oranienburg 
Ju 88V30 W.Nr. 0030 K9+TH 1. VfH Oranienburg 
Ju 88C-7 ? K9+VH 1. VfH Oranienhurg 
Ju 88A-5 \V.Nr.0672 K9+WH 1. Lost 31/1/42 near Baku 
Ju 88B-O/V26 W.Nr.0026 K9+XH 1. VfH Oranien burg 2/42 
Ju 88B-O K9 1RL 3. VfH Oranienburg 
Ju 88A-5 W.Nr.0382 T5+?KNB+KJ 1. VfH Oranienburg 14/3/41 
Ju 88A-5 W.Nr. 0615 T5+? KN B+KM 1. Lost England 28/5/41 
Ju 88D-2 W.Nr. 0852 T5+?K/VB+DM 1. Losl Leningrad 6/7/41 
.Tu 88D-l W.Nr.0774 T51UU/DE+DV 1. VfH Oranienburg 
Ju 88D-2 \.VNr. 0793 T5+NQ/SK+QO 1. Lost 18112/41 
Ju 88D-6 W.Nr. 430067 T5+L!v1 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ju 88 ? T9+AH 1. V.Ob.u.L 
Ju 88 ? T91-CH 1. VOb.d.L 
Ju 88B-ON28 W.Nr.0028 T9+DH/GB+ND 2. V.Oh.d.L Lost Brest 14/8/42.Also Gotz lgbk? 
Ju 88T-3 ? T9+EH 1. V.Ob.d.L 
Ju 8813-0 ? T9+FH 1. V.Ob.d.L 
.Tu 88T W.Nr.0678 T9+FH/GM+/,C 1. V.Ob.d.L. Lost 20/4/43 
Ju 88 ? T9+FH 1. V.Ob.u.L 
Ju 88 ? T9+HH 2. VOb.d.L. Gotz lgbk 
Ju 88 ? T9+MH 1. V.Oh.d.L 
Ju 88A-4 ? T9+KK 2. VOb.d.L 
Ju 88'f-1 ? T9+EL 3 . V.Obd.L./OKL 2/45 
.Tu 88 ? T9-1FL 3. VOb.d.L/OKL 
Ju 88 ? T9+GL 3. V.Ob.u.UOKL 
Ju 88 \.V.Nr. 3652 ? ? Lost Hagenau 3/2/45 
Ju 88 W.Nr. 8590 ? ' ) I ,ost Hagenau 3/2/45 
Ju 88 '> C1+AT ? Saalfeld lgbk. Ex KG 66. 24/2/45 
Ju 88 ? Cl+BT •) Saalfeld lghk. Ex KG 66. 2/3/45 
Ju 88 Mistel l ? Cl 1-DT ? Saalfeld lgbk. Ex KG 66, withBf109.15/11/44 
Ju 88A-4 W.Nr.3808 ? 1'1istel 1. \Vi th Bf 109. A ltengrabow 2/3/45 
Ju 88A-4 \V.Nr. 2565 ? Mistcl 1. \Vitb Bf 109. A ltengrabow 2/3/45 
Ju 88A-4 W. N r. 144032 ? tvbstel. rT Gruppe. Tirstrup, D cmnark 5/45 
Ju 88G-1 \¥.Nr. 714633 PJ+X I Red 11 6. Mistel. II Gruppe. Tirstrup, Denmark 5/45 
Ju 88G-1 W.Nr. 714652 6.? Mis Le i. TT Gruppe 
.Tu 88G-l W.Nr. 714656 ? Mistel. II Gruppe. Tirstrup, D enmark 5/45 
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Ju 88U-l ? ??+CP White 8 6. Mistel. II Gruppc. Tirstrup, Denmark 2/45 

Ju88A-3 ? A3+NB ') 

Ju 88A-4 W.Nr. 0537 ') ') Lost Taars, Denmark 16/2/45 

Ju 88C-2 W.Nr.170492 ? ? I Gruppe. Lost 35krn SE Bergamo 13/8/44 

Ju 880-1 W.Nr. 714230 ? ? Lost Burg bei Magdcburg 19/2/45 

Ju 188D-2 ? T5+DK 2. Aufkl.GT.Ob.d.L. To 2./Aufkl. Gr.100 

Ju 188D-2 ? T5+HK 2. Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L.To 2./Aufkl. Gr.100 
Ju 188D-2 ? T5+LK 2. Aufkl.Gr.Ob.d.L. To Stab/FAGr. 33 

Ju 188 ? A3+\VN ? 

Ju 188 ? A3+WB ? Braun lgbk. 12-1817 /44 Finsterwalde 

Ju 188 ? A3+TB ? 

Ju 188 W.Nr. 180486 A3+BD 4. Kdo O lga. Crashed E rfurt 27 /11/44 

Ju 188 ? A3+BD 4. Kdo Olga. Lost \¥cstern Front 9/12/44 

Ju188 W.Nr. 260399 A3+LD 4. Lost between Erfurt and Echterdingcn 2/2/45 

Ju 188E-1 ? A3+MD 4. Kdo Olgzi. Crashed 1145 
Ju 188 ? A3+ND ') Kraemer lgbk. Finow 19/10/44 

.Tu 188 \l/.Nr. 180461 A3+0D 4. Kdo Olga. Lost Rhein-Nlain 31112/44-1/45 

Ju 188E-1 W.Nr. 260542 A3+QD 4. Kdo Olga. Shot do wn nr Diest, Belgium 23/1/45. 

Ju 188D-2 W.Nr. 160062 A3+RD 4. Kdo Carmen. Lost Bergamo 19/9/44 

Ju 188A-2 W.Nr.170622 A3+"fD 4. Carmen. Shot down by nightfighter, Italy 4/45 

Ju 188 W.Nr. 170455 ? ? Lost 3/6/44 

Ju 188 ? ? T9+KK 2. MIA 23/3/44 

Ju 188F-1 ? T9+DH 1. V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 188F-1 ? T9+GH 1. V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 188F-l ? T9+LH 1. V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 188 ? T9+0H 1. V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 188 ? T9+KK 2. V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 188D-2 W.Nr. 180444 ? 4. Kdo Carmen? MT A Llaly 21/3/45 

Ju l88A-2 W.Nr. 180447 ? ? Damaged Barkenbrlick 8/3/45 

Ju 188 W.Nr.180461 ? 4. 

Ju 188 \V.Nr. 150235 F6+TP ? (6.(F)/122 under KG200). Lost 13/9/44 

Ju 188 \¥.Nr. 260553 } ? " Both strafed and destroyed at Alten-Grabmv, 1/ 

Ju 188 \¥.Nr. 260186} ? ? 3/45 

Ju 188 W.N r. 250522 ') ') 25% damaged in bad landing 14/2/45 

Ju252 \V.Nr. 0008 DF+H'l'f f9+SK 2. Crashed Rurnanizi 26/6/44 

Ju252A ? T9+AB ') 2. V.Ob.d.L. Gotz lgbk 

Ju 290A-1 W.Nr.0153 T9+FK/SB+QC 2. Born bed and destroyed at Tours 512144 

Ju 290A-3 W.Nr.0160 9V+BH/9V+AK ? 

Ju 290A-3 W.Nr. 0161 9V+DK ? Crashed in Spain 26.12.43 

Ju290A-4N7 W.Nr. 0165 PJ+PS A3+HR ? Actually PI+PS hut marked as noted. 'Alles 

Kaputt '. Braun lgbk 

Ju 290A-4 W.Nr.0167 9V+HK ? FAG:r 5. MIA Eastern Frnnt 14/6/44 

Ju 2901\-5 W.Nr.0170 9V+DH ? Von Pechmann lgbk 14/4/44-5/5/45 

Ju 290A-7 vV.Nr. 0181 9V+GK ? \Vitb KG 200 10/7-10/8/44. Destroyed on 

ground at Dessau, 16/8/44 

Ju 290A-9 W.Nr.0182 T9+UK A3+AR 1. Elista. Lost Easte rn Front 11/6/44 

Ju 290A-9 W.Nr.0183 T9+VK A3+BB 1. 

Ju290A-9 W.Nr.0185 T 9+WK A3+CB 1. Braun Jgbk. Lost Eastern Front 23/5/44 

Ju 290A-7 \V.Nr. 0186 9V+FH A3+0B 1. Sachtleben/von Pechrnzinn lgbks. At Finow 29/ 
10144, Flensburg 515145. To UK as AM 6 

Ju 290A-7 W.Nr.0190 9V+MK A3+PB 1. White codes. Braun lgbk. "20% damaged 20/2/ 
45 in collision with Bf 109 at Hildesheim'' 

Ju 290 ? A3+DC ? 14/J 2/44 Kraemer lg bk 

Ju 352 ? T9+AB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

Ju 352A-l ? T9+CB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

Ju352 ? A3+HN 5. 
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Type · W.NrJ8eriaL Previous Code KG 200 code 

Ju352 ? A3+AB ? l. Gruppe 
Ju 390V-2 ? ') ') ? Noted in Eisermann lgbk 

Ju 388V32 W.Nr. 300295 T9+DL 3. V.Ob.d.UOKf, 

Kl35 ? A3+MN ') 

Kl35 ? A3+MO ? Halstenbach lgbk. D edelstor( 9/44 

Kl35 ? A3+NI ? Halstcnbach lgbk. Dcdelstorf 9/44 

Kl35 ? AJ+NJ ') H alstenbach lgbk. Dedelstorf 9/44 

LeOH.246 ? 24+62 A3+KC 3. Dorwald lgbk 25.6.44 Bug 

LcOH.246 ') 24+64 A3+EC 3. Probable KG 200 code 

LeOH.246 ? 24+61 A3+HC 3. Don1-,.ald lgbk 16.8.44 Rissala 

LcOH.246 ? 24+63? A3+GE 3. KH Lange Jgbk. Dedelslorf 1717 /44 

Bf 108 ') A3+LC ? Halstcnbach lgbk. Dcdelstorf 9/44 

Bf 108 ? A3+LE ? Halstenbach lgbk. Deue lstorf 9/44 

Bf 108 ? A3+0I ? Halstenbach lgbk. Celle 11/44 

Bf 108 ? T9+XK 2. V.Ob.d.T , 

Bf108 W.Nr. 1670 ? 

Bf 109F-4 W.Nr.6380 ? 11 Gruppe. Mi.tel 8/3/45. Lost Gt1ritz 

Bf 109 W.Nr. 10055 ? 

Bf109 \V.Nr. 737989 '! Lost Hagenow 3/2/45 
Bf 109 ·w.Nr.13149 ? Lost Hagcnow 3/2/45 

Bf l09F ? Cl+XT ? SaalJeld lgbk. Mistel. Ex 9./KG 66 code 

Bf 109 ? T9+BL 3. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 

Bf 109 ? T9+CL 3. V.Ob.d.L/OKT. 

Bf 110 W.Nr.3163 K9+BH 1. VfH. At Mcsscrschmitt, Augsburg, 7 /40 

Mc410 ? T9+AL 3. V.Ob.d.UOKL 25/5/44 
S .. M.7S ? AI+AZ ') Could be D-AIAZ - Sieber Igbk c/n 32060/ 

mm 60540 or 60539 according to Italian 

sources. Both long-range models, both taU tails, 

Alfa Romeo 128 RC.18 engines, no turrets. 

Fh104 ? T9+SB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

Si 204D ? T9+DB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

Si 204D ') T9+SB Stab V.Ob.d.L 

Si 204D-1 ? D-SNAY A3+LB/D-OWKA Old style red/white/black hands applied to tail 

Si204 ? A3+FD ? Bratm lgbk 
Si204 ? J\31-XD ? Braun lgbk 25/1 /45 

Si 204 ? A3+GF ? Braun Lgbk 

Si 204 ? SR+AV ? Ott. lgbk. 3014145 Grnssen brode 

Spitfire PR.Xl MB945 T9+BB Stab V.Ob.d.L. To 2.Staffcl? 

Mosquito ? T9+XB Stab Y.Ob.d.L. 'lo 2.s1affel? 
P-380 ? T9+XB Stab V.Ob.d.L. To 2.Staffel? 
P-51B/C ? T9+CK 2. VOb.dJ JOKL 
Spitfire TX ? T9+EK 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
P-47D-2-RA 42-22490 T9+PK 2. V.Ob.d.TJOKL. Recovered at end of war 

Typhoon ? T9+GK 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
P-51C ? T9+HK 2. V.Ob.d.UOKI. 
Spilfire TX ? T9+KK 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
P-47D-11-RE 42-75971 T9+LK 2. V.Ob.d.UOKL. Recovered at end of war 
F-5E Lightning 44-23725 T9+MK 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL. Recovered at end of war 
P-47D ? T9+PK 2. V.Oh.d.UOKL 
P-51B/C ? T9+PK 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 

Typhoon 0549(?) T9+?K 2. VOb.d.L/OKf , 

' typhoon 0956(?) T9+?K 2. V.Ob.d.L/OKL 
La5 ? T9+?K 2. V.Ob.d.T ./OKL 

While this is the most comprehensive listing of aircraft mer/. hy KG 200 and its predecessor units published to date, iT should be recog-
nised that other aircraft were also used. All those noted here are confirmed by photographs or other documentary ev;dencr. su.clz as 
logbooks or-loss lists. NOTE: Refer to page t>n for rf.ecails of lJ -17 and lJ-24 aircraft used by KG 200 
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Date Ai re raft Type Location Crew names Notes 

I Gruppe 
14/3/44 ') Eastern Med Fhj Fw Hubert Schulz POW 

L~fj'z Martin Ollhoff POW 
Oge.fr Karl-lleinz Fleckncr POW 
Ogefr Friedhelm \Vitte POW 

23/3/44 Ju 188T9+KK Western Med Lt Alfred l ,ux MIA 
Obit Hans-Georg Lubrich MIA 
Ofw Jose( Eggl MIA 

Fw Franz Grossmann MIA 
Ogefr Tvfanired Kirtzel MIA 

Ogefr Gtinter Scheide 

11/4/44 ? Helmstedt Uffz Helmut Primon KIA on ground 

Ofw Joseph Rack KIA on ground 

23/5/44 Ju 290 W.Nr. 0185 South Russia Fw Willi Cremer MIA 

3/6/44 Ju 188 W.Nr. 170455 Rodewig/Plauen Gefr Karl Hausmann KIA 

Flgr Hans Giebel KIA 

Ogefr Theodor Lindne r KIA 
Flgr Horst Ma I.bes KIA 

Gefr H ermann Hcmmerich K IA 

4/6/44 ? F insterwa Ide Fw Walter ·winkler KIA 

11/6/44 Ju 290 W.Nr. 01 82 South Russia Lt Heinrich Jenichcn MIA 

A3+AB H1i Ge rhard Thon MIA 

Ofw Hans Wicdcler MIA 

Ofw Willi Mel:ter MIA 

Uffz E rich Glomsda MJJ\ 

Ofw Bruno Goergen MIA 

Uff z Heinrich Fritzges Ml/\ 
Ogefr Hans-Walter Melcher MIA 

14/6/44 Ju 290 W.Nr. 0167 South Russia Ofw Herbert Moller MlA 

9V+llK Lt Wilhelm Wagner MIA 

Hptm Hans Hansen MIA 

Ofw August-Karl H ermann Gundlach MTA 

U.ffz Werner Adolphy MTA 

Ogefr Adolf Scbmitt MIA 

Ogefr Helmut Zeuner MIA 

Ogefr Karl von Hoegen MIA 

26/6/44 Ju 252 W.Nr. 0008 Petroseni. Rumania Lt Ilruno Stellbrink lnj 
T9+SK? Accident Ofw Alfred Deutscher Inj 

0.fw A lfons Braun Tnj 
Fw Paul Schwe izer Inj 
Uffz Gustav Sch-..vicrte rt K 

TJffz Wilhelm Lott Inj 

Oftv Friedrich Adam lnj 

22/7/44 He 11111-20 30km NE De blin Obit Hugo Sensburg KIA 

W.Nr. 701467 Fw Gerhard Heiermann KTA 

Fhj Fw Fritz Bernhardt KIA 

Uffz Karl Schmid KTA 

13/8/44 Ju 88 W.Nr. 170492 35km SE Bergamo Ofw Heinz Kern hofI KIA 
l ,t Olto K.lingohr KTA 

Ogefr Leonhard Abraham KIA 
Gefr Horst Seifert MIA 

Uffz Heinz Bartsch KIA 
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Date Aircraft Type Location Crew names Notes 
27/8/44 Non-operational Medias, Rumania Uffz Wolfgang Harter M 

Ogefr Franz Valentin M 
Petroseni, Rumania Ofw Fritz Adam M 

4/9/44 Ar 232B-05 Kuklovo. Russia Ofw Helmut Vierus MIA 
W.Nr. 110017, L5+E R Fw Gerhard Tiedt MIA 

V.f{z Gerhan..1 Haberecht MIA 
Uffz Wilhelm Braun MIA 
Uffz Gerhard Schneider MIA 
Ogefi· Eugen Hettericb MIA 

13/9/44 Ju 188D-2 W.Nr. I50235 ? Lt Gottfried Heene KIA 
F6+IP, 6.(F)/122 Ogefr Helmut Scheingraber KIA 

Uffz Walter Jesko KIA 
Uffz Ernst Wehmeier --KIA 

19/9/44 Ju 188D-2 W.Nr. 160062 Bergamo Obit Horst Dumcke K 
A3+RD Uffz Horst Bomke K 

Ofw Ewald Gladeck Inj 
8/10/44 Accident Montabaur Ofw Wilhelm Busch K 
2/11 /44 ? 3km Gross- Obit Fritz Reese KIA 

Schjmanen Ofw Otto Rohrig KIA 
Ofw Herbert Althoff KIA 
Fw Max Friedel KIA 
Uffz Alfred Schraum MIA 

7/11144 ? Hungary Ofu; Joachim Stbhrig KIA 
Ofiv Peter Strack MIA 
Uffz Heinz Mettler KIA 

27/11 /44 Ju 188 W.Nr. 180486 Erfurt Lt Karl-Theodor Kuesmaul? K 
A3+ BD Accident Uffz Ernst Eisennardt K 

Uffz Hermann Klein K 
Uffz Alfred Kolbel K 

9/12/44 Ju 188 A3+HD Western Front Ofw Willi BH.ithgen MIA 
FhjOf1-v Konrad Ellmer MIA 
Ofw Helmut Klimk KIA 
Ofw Kurt Stegmann MIA 
Uffz Stefan Gessner MIA 

13/12/44 He lllH-20 W.Nr. 701706 Wnrmdil.l Uflz Arthur Kubitsa WIA 
14/12/44 Ar 232A-06 W.Nr. 110008 Jes au Uff z Heinz Modes WIA 
24/12/44 Bombing raid on Rhein-Main Ofw Hans-Joachim Fecht KIA 

All killed on ground Uff z Kurt Tischer KIA 
Uffz Rudolf Linke KIA 
Fw Alois Seif KIA 

25/12/44 Drowned - accident Bug am Rligen Oge.fr Hubert Janshen 
Drowned - accident Ofw Ernst Richte r 
Drowned - accident Ogefr Erwin Rakus 

31112/44 Ju 188D-2 AJ+OD Rhein-Main Ofw Karl Ehmann K 
W.Nr. 180461. Accident Fw Herbert Brauner K 

4/1/45 Ju l88A-2 A3+TD Italy Gefr Siegfried Miih lhofC MIA 
W.Nr. 170622 Shot down hy Uffz Berthold Pradel KIA 
nightfigh Ler Fw Erich Bussmann Kl A 

VZfz Robert llnida MIA 
Ofw Andreas Eck MIA 

23/1145 Ju 188 W.Nr. 260542 Diest, Belgium Fit' Heinz Hauck POW 
A3+0D Fw Kurt vVuttge POW 

Fw Max Griossmann POW 
Fw Heinrich Hoppe POW 

2311145 Not in action Mobrungcn, East Prussia Gefr Gilnler IIeimlich M 
23/1/45 Not in action Lippstadt, East Prussia Gefr Franz Grobuschek M 

190 



Date 
2/2/45 

912145 

3/3/45 

12/3/45 

13/3/45 

21/3/45 

22/3/45 

II Gruppe 
19/6/44 
28/6/44 

21/7/44 

Aircraft Type Location 
Ju 188 W.Nr. 260399 Crashed between 

Crew names 
Ofw Siegfried Rausch 

Notes 
M 

A3+LD Accident E rfurt-Echterdingen Fw Lothar Klein M 
Ofw Philipp Segeth M 
Fw Valentin Heinz M 
Fw Max Friedel M 

B-17F(?) 
A3+CE 

Echterdingen O.fw Karl Knappenschneider KIA 
Ofi.v Georg Joachim KIA 
Fw Richard Rosenfeld KIA 
Uffz Johann Konig KIA 
Ofw Eduard Siensen KIA 
Uffz Wilhelm Frietingsdorf Kl A 
Ofw Fritz Burnickl KIA 
Uffz Karl-Heinz Henning MIA 

Il-17G,A3+BB 
Shot down by 
nightfighter 

? 

Luvigny, France 

Parndorf 

He 111 W.Nr. ???747 Goritz/Oder 

Ju 188D-2 W.Nr. 180444 Italy 

He 111 W.Nr. 7540 Goritz/Oder 

Fw Friedrich Seeger IvIIA 
Uffz Werner Wolfrum KIA 
Obit Gerhard Beudcl KIA (FAGr. 5) 
Fhr H elmut SchenderJein KIA 
Uffz Werner Hoff POW 
Fw Willi Helm<lach POW 
Gefr Karl-Heinz Mehl KIA 
UfJz Alfred Weber KIA 
Ofw Karl Buch KIA 
Uffz Kurt Bottcher PO\V 
Uffz Wilhelm Lott POW 
F~v Walter RH tzer POW 
Fw Herbert Adams POW 
Oblt Herbert Bertram KIA 
Uffz Kurt Lisker KIA 
Uffz Hans Ott K IA 
Ofw Werner Neumeister KIA 
Uffz H einz RitUer KIA 
Uffz Adolf Gcrads MIA 
flptm Heinz Domach MIA 
Fw Walter Buchheister MIA 
Uffz Heinz Jacobs M IA 
Fw Fritz Panke MIA 
Uffz Hans Bollstedt MTA 
Uffz Heinz Schrick KIA 

? Accident Stolp-Reitz Fhj UfJ'z Ferdinand Kirchhu(( lnj 
F W 190F-8 Accident Rech I in 
W.Nr. 581458 

Ofw E rich Meier W 

7. Staff el G lider troops, a ll at Vassieux, France 
S tabsarzr Max Burkard KIA Uffz Albert Schreiler 
Gefr Erich Peter KIA Flgr Gunther Ivlayer 
Ogefr Albert \Veigel KIA Gefr Hermann Groth 
Gefr Horst G lejch fe ld KTA Ge.fr F riedrich Horn 
U.ffz Rudolf Dreyer KIA Gefr Hermann Weeber 
UJ{z Alfred Barth KIA Uffz Theo Kltincr 
Oge fr Philip Heineken KIA Gefr Bernhard N uwack 
Fw Helmut Hadicke KIA U.ffz Werner Schafer 
Ogefr Paul Haupt KIA Ogefr Gunter de Rouck 
Ogefr Paul Schnridt KIA 0Ke.fr Wolfram Weck 
Gefr Willi Kruger KIA Flgr Willy Karg 
Fw Karl Deckert 
Fw Otto Betel 

WIA Fw Walter Gehring 
WIA 

KIA 
KIA 
KIA 
KIA 
KIA 
K IA (6.Staffel) 
KT A} These all in glider crash 

KIA} 
K IA } 

KIAi 
KlA} 
WIA 
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Date Aircraft Type Location Crew names Notes 
3017/44 7. Staffcl Voreppe, France Ogefr Arno Neumann DO\V 

20/8/44 7. StaffeI Paris Ofw Alfred Schutz MIA 

7. Staffcl Paris Ogefr Konrad Berg MIA 

25/8/44 7. Staffel Muizon Ohll Rudolf Bading MIA 

7. Staffel Ogefr \Villi Pasche MIA 

7. Staffel Fw Helmut Damm MIA 

7. Staffcl Uffz \Verner Laub WIA 

7. Slaffel Oge.fr Friedrich Biederstadt \iVIA 

7. Staffel Ogefr Horst Plaga WlA 

7. Slaffel Oge.fr Karl Fleischmann \VIA 

7. Staffcl lJffz Hans Krausold WlA 

28/9/44 FW 190 W.Nr. 581600Nimwegen T.t Herbert Leschanz KIA 

A3+MA 

312145 Ju 88 W.Nr. 3652 Hagen ow Fw Wi Iii Kallhoff KIA 

Fw Franz Fischl KIA 

312145 Ju 88 W.Nr. 8590 Hagen ow Ogefr Erich Frezia KIA 

Ogefr Paul Uiensa KIA 

O.fhr Franz Pietschmann KIA 

Oj~v Enst Ri.ibsax KIA 

3/2/45 Bf 109 W.Nr. 10053 Hagenuw Oge.fr .Joachim Uhlig KIA (KG 30) 

3/2/45 Bf 109 \V.Nr. 737989 Hagenovv Obit Otto Barkhardt KIA (KG 30) 

3/2/45 Bf 109 W.Nr. 13149 Hagen ow O.fw Arnold Kiskn (?) KIA (KG 30) 

16/2/45 Ju 88A-4 W.Nr. 0537 Taars, Denmark Ufjz .Joachim Beyer K 

Accident l/ ffz Ludwig Dahg K 
Fw Friedrich MUnkel K 
Uf(z Erich Fugrnann K 

19/2/45 Ju 88G-1 Accident Burg bei Magdeburg Fw Hermann Stolle K 

W.Nr. 714230 Uffz Herbert Fritsch K 
Uffz Franz Baldinger K 
Uffz Robert Dahintcn K 

8/3/45 Ju 188A-2 Barkenbri.tck Uffz Theodor Post KIA 

W.Nr. 180447 

8/3/45 Bf 109 \V.Nr. 6380 Goritz Fw Friedheln Elger MlA 

Ill Gruppe 
11/2/45 FW 190F-8 W.Nr. 581772 Nyllested, U.ffz Hans Rumpp Iuj 

< +E. Accident Denmark 

913145 F W 190F-8 \V.Nr. 933064 Stavanger Fw Josef \Vuppi ng lnj 

<+C. Accidcnt 

5/4/45 FW 190F-8 W.Nr. 583091 Dirnbesen U{fz H ans-Werner Schmidt K 

<<+. Accident 

5/4/45 ? Dirnbersen Uffz Uve Dethlefs K 

Accident 
514145 F W 190F-8 W.Nr. 584035 Dummer See O.fw Alois Fuchs MIA 

Black 12 

6/4/45 FW 190F-8 W.Nr. 581770 Stolzenau Lt H ans Gering KIA 

Black 7 

6/4/45 F\V 190F-8 W.Nr. 932189 Stolzenau Fhr Walter Masscl KIA 
Black 4 

6/4/45 F \V 190F-8 W.Nr. 582179 Stolzenau Uffz Ludwig Stimmlcr KIA 

Black 2 

•i' 

This list is far from comprehensive but uses all known records 
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