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the Bureau and the Agency, he availed himself at a very early date
of an unusual group of investigative mercenaries: the Society of
Former Special Agents of the FBI. This was, and is, an alumni asso-
ciation of ex-G-men who are available to handle private assignments
for a fee (and sometimes at great risk: Allen Baldwin, for instance,
was recruited for the Watergate burglary by James McCord, who
chose him from the Society’s membership list). As a former FBI
agent, Maheu knew that he could make use of the Society’s roster,
splitting fees with the agents that he hired. A sort of Manpower
outfit for surveillance “temps,” the Society permitted Maheu to
claim that he had thousands of experienced agents at his command
twenty-four hours a day in offices worldwide. No assignment, there-
fore, was too big. Maheu could take on anyone. And he did.

In 1954, even as the Icardi case and so much else was happening,
Maheu set out to ruin one of the world’s wealthiest and most glam-
orous men: Aristotle Onassis, the Greek shipping tycoon and part
owner of the Monte Carlo casino in Monaco. In the struggle between
the two men, the future protector of Jacqueline Kennedy was threat-
ened with the prospect of bankruptcy in a bizarre intrigue, a prelude
to Watergate in which foreign and domestic wiretaps, a Nazi col-
laborator, surveillance teams, the press, the CIA, and even the
Peruvian Air Force were arrayed against him. Beleaguered on every
side, and oblivious to the fact that the conspiracy against him was
being orchestrated by Vice President Richard Nixon, Onassis could
only watch as bombs and machine-gun fire rained down upon his
ships, his tankers were seized, and a boycott was organized against
him—all to the distant applause of the multinational oil companies.
In the end, Maheu’s future would be assured by Onassis’s com-
petitors, notably Stavros Niarchos, and a grateful intelligence com-
munity.

The incident began, somewhat obliquely, in April, 1953. Stavros
Niarchos, related by marriage to Aristotle Onassis and a shipping
tycoon in his own right, was indicted by the Justice Department for
what appeared to be violations of the Ship Sales Act of 1946. This
legislation was enacted in the wake of World War II, as the U. S. gov-
€rnment sought to unload its supply of surplus military equipment.
Niarchos was accused of circumventing provisions of the act in order
to gain control of tankers forbidden from sale to foreigners. To re-
present him in the matter, Niarchos retained Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
and Alexander, the law firm in which Vice President Nixon would
later become a partner.
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