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I 

AIMS AND ORGANIZATION 

• 



I. 
The Need l'HE JEWISH PEOPLE faces today a aisis un-

for paralleled in its history. 

the Institute One out of every four Jews in the world is a 
· viaim of the Nazi and Fascist regimes. In Central 

and Eastern Europe, the great bastions of Jewish culture have been stormed 
to destruaion. In H11ngary and Rumania, persecution and dispossession 
are the order of the day. In occupied France, Jews are being ousted from 
economic life, herded into camps and reduced to the status of paupers or 
helots. In Palestine, the continuance of the National Home is gravely 
threatened. In one co11ntry after another, emancipation has been revoked 
and minority rights rudely saapped. Meanwhile, a.cross the face of the 
earth drift endless streams of Jewish refugees, while in lands of refuge 
war and defense efforts make serious inroads into the resources available 
for relief. 

In the face of this situation, it is apparent, that the Jewish people has 
a vital interest in the future organization of the world. On the one hand, 
over four million Jews will have to be restored to noimal life; on the 
other, means will have to be devised to prevent a recurrence of what has 
taken place and to insure security in the future. 

A victory of the democracies, though the obvious basis of all planning, 
will not automatically achieve these ends. It will have to be followed 
through. That is the simple lesson of experience. In the peace of 1919, 
the two factors which did most to guarantee the Jewish future, viz., the 
recognition of minority rights in Central and Eastern Europe and the 
establishment of the Mandate for Palestine, were won only after intensive 
effort by Jewish political bodies. The same holds good today. The Jews 
will have to achieve their salvation by a vigorous prosecution of just 
claims before the co11ncil of nations and the conscience of the world. For 
that, however, they will req11ire a brief, and it is to prepare that brief that 
the INSTl'l'Ul'E OF JEWISH AFFAIRS has been called into being. 

The purpose of the Institute . is to conduct a 
Aim, thorough investigation of Jewish life during the past 

25 years, with a view to establishing the facts of the 
present situation, deter111ining its clliect and indirect ca11ses, and suggest
ing lines on which Jewish rights may be claimed in a post-war settlement. 

Established in New York on February 1, 1941, Q.llder the auspices 
of the American Jewish Congress, with the co-operation of the World 
Jewish Congress, the Institute is not a political body. It is a group of 
scholars, and represents an attempt to mobili:ze the intellectual resources 
of the Jewish people to attack the gigantic problem which confronts it. 
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Fo11nded as the result of proposals advanced by Dr. Jacob Robinson in 
1939, the Institut~ is an expression of the belief tbat a dispassionate and 
scientific inquiry into recent events and their background is the indis
pensable basis for any formulation of Jewish policy. 

The issues involved in this program are many and 
Program complex. They are set out in detail in the Outlines 

appended to the present state1,1ent. Some of the,,,, 
however, may be mentioned here in broad termS. 

First, then, there is the situation of the Jews in Nazi-dominated 
co11ntries. The facts will have to be established. It will be necessary to 
know, as accurately as possible, the nature of the disabilities from which 
Jews are suffering, the extent of their privation and dislocation, and the 
,,nderlying ca11ses of their plight. 

This leads on naturally to the question of Rehabilitation. Here, as 
past experience has shown, two solutions will have to be considered at 
the same rime, the one static and the other dynamic. 

The former will apply to those who still re111aio in their old homes, 
or are willing eventually to return to the,,,. For these, it will be neces 
sary to devise more adequate legal safeguards than were provided by the 
old-rime Minorities System, and it will also be necessary to examine the 
economic conditions of co11ntties recently Nazified and to prepare plans 
for reopening former fields of endeavor or for acaring new opponunities. 
Available resources will have to be reviewed, the possibilities of self-help 
and similar schemes of cooperative and constructive relief being taken 
especially into consideration. 

The second solution will apply to those millions of refugees for 
whom new homes will have to be found. This means a thorough examina
tion of immigration possibilities. The financial side of the q11estion will 
have to be studied, while a competent survey of all co11ntries will have 
to deter111ine suitable places for settlement. In attacking this issue, the 
Institute will take it for granted that the development of the National 
Home in Palestine is the primary solution of the problem of Jewish 

• • m1grauon. 
Lastly, since no people lives in a vacu11m, it will be an essential part 

of the Instltute's program to review not only the immediately Jewish 
scene, but also the wider world scene, as it has affected the Jews. 

Some of the problems which will have to be studied in this field are 
the recent disappearance of the standard organs of state power, the dis
solution of elected parliaments, the subjection of public opinion to the 
state machine, the predominance of planned economy, the decline of 
international law, the tacit ann,,lment of minorities agree111ents, the 
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eclipse of the League of Nations, and the ttansfor111ation of anti-Semitism 
into an official doctrine and policy of the state. 

Besides these, there are other problems, vitally affcc1ing Jewish 
interests, which will have to be considered. Emancipation is one, and the 
Minorities System another. The impaa of different political regimes on 
the Jews will also reqi,ire examination, and it will likewise be necessary 
to trace the basis, antecedents and dissemination of Nazi and Fascist anti
Semitic propaganda. Some of these subjects may appear, at first sight, some
what remote and academic, but it is impossible to estimate the current 
situation without taking account of this wider background. 

It is obvious that so vast a program can be tackled only in stages. 
For practical purposes, therefore, the Institute will concentrate, for the 
present, on the European scene, excl11ding Palestine and the Americas 
from the range of its studies. 

II. 

will operate through four departments, • viz.: 

I. DEPARTMENT OF PoLmCAL ScIENCE AND I.Aw, 
devoting its studies to the political and legal status of the Jews within 
the framework of the larger problems of government and protecl ion 
of individual and group rights. 

II. DEPARTMENT OF STATISI'ICS AND EcONOMICS, 

dealing with Jewjsh statistics and demography and with all aspects of 
Jewish social and economic conditions since the First World War. 

III. DEPARTMENT OF MIGRATION AND Co!.ONIZATION, 
covering the field of emigration, immigration, transmigration and 
colonization, as well as the implications of the Refugee Problem. 

IV. DEPARTMENT OP POST-WAR RBCONS'I"B.UCIION, 

engaged, on the basis of the findings of the other three deparr111ents, 
in drafting consttuctive solutions of Jewish problems against the 
background of general ideas on the organization of the post-war world. 

The program of each Depar1111ent will comprise (a) Documentation 
and (b) Special Surveys. 

The Institute conceives its task to lie not only in the pursuit of special 
studies and the formulation of the results, but also in the compilation of 
complete documentary records. 
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Publications 
The researches and findings of its several depart· 

ments will be published by tbe Institute in special 
series, as follows: 

I. Political Science VL Regional Surveys 
II. Law European co•inuies since 1914. 

Ill. Economics and Statistics VII. Post-War Europe 
Digests of Jewish opinion IV. Migration and Colonization 

V. Jews and the War VIII. Bibliographies, References, etc. 

In addition to its more technical publications, the Institute will issue 
for popular consumption a special series of maps and charts, as well as 
other forms of pamphlet material. 

A series of periodical papers, presenting the Jewish aspects and impli
cations of current events, will also be published. 

The publications of the Institute will be in English, but where cir
oimstances dicrate, editions in other languages will also appear. 

Or . . 
i•n•zationnn 

The staff of the Institute consists of a Ditector, 
Research Fellows, in charge of tbe several depart
ments, scientific and technical assistants and an Edi-

The Institute recruits the services of recogoi:red authorities on parti
cular subjects, while for tbe Study of certain proble11,s special commissions 
of scholars are appointed. 

Research projects of Jewish interest are also anigned to yo11ng grad
uates of tbe Universities. 

For the collea ion of material, tbe Institute maintains a network of 
correspondents throughout tbe world. 

An Advisory Committee of persons prominent in public life and 
scholarship assists the staff with the benefit of their experience and knowl
edge, while a Ijaison Committee insures smooth cooperation between the 
Institute and its sponsoring bodies, tbe American Jewish Congress and the 
World Jewish Congress. 

Cooperation 
-with 

Other Bodies 

In accordance with its belief that the supreme 
need of the moment is a mobilization of all avail
able intellectual resources, the Institute maintains 
friendly relations with analogous bodies working in 

the same or cognate fields. It welcomes the extension of this cooperation to 
all who are interested in its aims and effo1ts. 
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THE FOllOWING pages present a conspeaus of work which 
is being undertaken by the several departments of the Institute. As a 
concomitant of these researches, the Institute will prepare a Master 
Index of material available on the following subjects: 

ALIENS 

ANTI-JBwISH MEASURBS 

ANTI-SBMITISM, RBCBNT ASPl!CTS OP 

AUTONOMY 

COLONIZATION 

ExCHANGBS OP PoPULATION 

MIGRATIONS 

NATIONALISM 

NATIONAI-llt' AND CITizBNSHIP 

The index will cover: 

PLBBISOTBS 

RACH HATRBD 

RBPUGBBS 

RBI-IBll' 

SBLP-DBTBRMINATION 

SMALL STATBS 

TBluuTORIAL QullSTIONS 
IN THB FIRST WOBI D W All 

W All AND PBACB AINS 

WAR AND PoST-W All 
CHANGBS 

( 1) Holdings of public and private libraries in the city of 
New York. 

( 2) Periodical publications of all co11ntries. 

( 3 ) Jewish current literature. 

( 4) Archives of public bodies. 

The publication of specialized bibliographies is projected. An 
initial volume, on the IntP.rnational Protection of Minorities, will be 
issued shortly, and will be followed by others on Peace aod Post-war 
proposals and other relevant topics. 

............................................................ ·,,.·,,.····· .. · .. · .. · .. · .. ·· .............. ·•·•·•·•· . .-.·.········· .. ·•·•·•·•··· .. ·•·•···•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•···•·•···•·•·•·•···•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•· •·•·•·•· .·•·•· .... ·.·.·.·,,.··················· .. ·•· •·•·· 
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A. DocuVBNTATION 

1. Nt11ion4l tmd, lnl Proteclion of ]Miis: 
a) Legal Status of Religious and Ethnic Groups. 

International treaties, agree, 1,ents, laws, reg,,lations, etc. 

b) Legislation against Race Hatted. 
Text of laws for111erly operative in Prance and the Netherlands 
laws obtaining in Swiucrland and Canada scate-legislation in 
the U.S.A. 

2. An1i-Jewish ugirltllion: 
Text of laws and decrees in the Third Reich, Nazi.c,ccupied countries, 
Italy, Hungary, R,,roania, Bulgaria, Slovakia, 11noc:cupied Prance and 
French Colonies, etc. 

3. Exch""ges of Pop,i"11ion tmd, B11acNt11ions: 
After the First World War-in the Nazi ''New Order'': the re· 
gulations. 

4. ]tJWs tmd, the War: 
a) In the Armed Forces: 

Conscriprs volunteers casualties decorations the Jewish 
Army: record and statistics. 

b) A.s Civilian Participanrs: 
In the home services contributions to the war effort of the 
Allies: record and Statistics. 

c) As direct and indirect victims: 
Under Nazi occupation in Soviet-annexed territories refugees in 
France, Britain and British Dominiom-internment camps refu. 
gees in the theatre of war: record and Statistics. 

d) Jewish Aid in Neutral Countries: 
.American Jewish aid to the Allies, etc. 

e) Effects of the war on Jewish de•oography. 

f) Jews and the War Issue: 
As a fact0r in the war and peace issue as alleged war-mongers
in pacifist groups-Jewish warnings of the war, etc. 

5. GIJf'man Minorities in the ''New Order'': 
Text of laws operative in Hungary, Ruroania, Slovakia, Bohemia
Moravia, etc. 
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B. SPECIAL SURVEYS 

J ewirh Bmanciplllion. 
History: 

ea,,ses, spiritual and economic support and opposition 
~arguments for and against the ptospects as viewed by 
Jews and Gentiles as granted on a geographical basis-as 
granted on an occupational basis total and partial e111aoc~-

• pat1on. 

Conseq#effCes: 
Entry of Jews into European life political, economic 

and cultural aspects alleged preponderance of Jews in 
cetcaio fields. 

Ideology: 
C.Onncction with specific spiritual trends with specific 

social function of Jews in a capitalistic 

Recnl Collllpse: 
The rollapse in Get111any attendant cooditiou-al

leged aafitncss of the people for de11IOC1'atic government-
the economic crisis the Youth Proble111 cbe new pbilo
sopby of Pessirnisac, its bearing on e111aoc:ipuion ttaits of 
its leading political exponents. 

Problems: 
Is Brnaoc:ipation linked to a particular set of ideas? 

Philosophically, to Optimis111? Politically, to ? 
F.co00111ically, to Free Trade? Cao it operate in other con
texcs? 

Has Brnaoc:ipation really collapsed? Is it in accord with 
popular sentiment? Or was it introduced against the will of 
the people? Wu ics collapse in Ge11111ny iuvltable? 

The M.inorilias Qll8slion. 
The minority tteaties, their origin, operation and tacit 

ann,,lmeot. 
Direct and indirect causes of their ''failure ... 

The Leag"8 of N111ions and lhe Jews. 
Jewish appeals to the league Jewish groups under 

minority treaties Jews in Upper Silesia in Nazi Ger111any 
-in the Saar in Danzig. 

Was the League of benefit to the Jews? 
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Recffll Aspecls of A.flli.Semimm. 
The RA&isl Alhlek on lhe Jews: 

Racist anti-Jewish tendencies in Ger111ao cliougbt: 
Oamberlaio, Woltman, Lagarde The Pan-Ger111an school: 
Daniel Fryman {Class), Moeller van den Broek, Rudolf J11ng, 
Wilhelm Stapel. 

The racist doctrine in Nazism: Gottfried Feder and 
the ''11ochangeable'' program of National Socialism Hider 
--,Rosenberg-De, Sl#efme,, W elttlinsl, Mitleu•ngn 'ZtM' 

J,uhnfrage Wilhelm Grau-the Jewish Department of the 
National Institute for the History of the New Ger11,aoy its 
publications-the new science of ''Judaeology" (JIIUflUJis
sns&hafl) Nazi view of the Jews' place in Europe. 

The racist doctrine in Italian Fascis11,: La Difesa tleU11 
Razz a. 

The racist doctrine in France: Gobineau, Drumont, 
Guerin, Ae1ion Franfaise. 

The Anti-Sffl'Uli& Stale: 
The phenomenon and its implications-results throi,gb

out the world of the application of this priociple in Ger
many. 

Influence of Ger111any on allied and friendly powers 
Italy-SOViet Union; diifereocea 

Spoliation of Jews: 
Boy ' d' ' ' ' ,.. 'al I ' f aco>t1ttt-ececo:onom1c 1sc:r1m1nat1on oma ex:cus1on o 

Jews from economic life extetmination of Jews as an 
economic factor. 

The National and Nationalistic State and its bearing 
on this issue. 

MrNal H•milialion of Jews: 
Discriminatory legislation forced segregation police 

decrees badges-the ''yellow spot." 

Asstl#U on Jtlfllish C"11twe: 
Destruction of synagogues and cultural in«itutioos

break-up of religious and educational life coofisation of 
libraries and m11se,1ms, etc. 

Bxeltmon of Jews from EdM&auon, el&.: 
Nazi legislation laws in Nazi-cootrolled countri111!les

"""'8f'#s &Ul#S#J exclusion of Jews from m11se,1ms and 
libraries, etc. 

Jews in 1he Non-Jewish EfWironmenl. 
/ewish-Gen1iu RBUlh<Jns: 

Survey of public questionnaires oo J expres-
sions of Gentile sentiment-co-operation between Jews aod 
noo-Jews; forces for and against. 
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Th• Ptmeliotl of ]t1t111;,, G.,,.,lll Lif•: 
Is there a specific Jewish function? Maa and Smc,

bart on the role of Jews in a capitalistic society Jews and 
Comm11ois111 Jews as cultural middle111en as purveyors of 
political and social ideas. 

Contributions of Jews to coc11m11n1J life. 

Jews in Polili&al Systems and lntemalional M011emen1s. 
Jews in the establishment of political syste111s bearing 

of political systems on the fate of Jews. 
The movo11ent of ''Enlighteoment"--Consetvatis111,-

Liberalism International Socialis111 non-international So
cialism-Communis111 Fascis111 and its imitations. 

Anti-nationalistic and super-nationalistic forces their 
relation to the Jews. 

Internationalism and Cos111opoliranism-Catholicis111-
other Christian ideologies Free111asonry Islam Interna
tional Capitalism The League of Nations. 

Ndlionalism ""4 the Jews. 
The concept of the national state dfects on the Jews 

-Jews in nationalist move111ents Jews as a minority Jews 
and other minorities in the common state and in inter-

. nal . . oat10 m1nor1ty move111ents. 

/ ewish Polmul Ideas. 
ForegJeams in Jewish literature-in post-feudal syste111s. 

Evolution in Western Europe: e111aocipatioo and the 
parallel growth of assimilarionis111 

Evolution in Central and Pastern Europe: rise of Jewish 
• 1 • oat1ona ism. 

uonism Miil T t1m1orilllism: 
Basis history-development ZiooiSt parties and their 

• llfflL 

Assimiulio,wm: 
Legal admissibility of assimilation its limitations-its 

operation effect on Jews in public and political life Jewish 
assimilationist groups the attitude of Reform Judaism. 

A.#IOf101111: 
Jewish autonomy in the pre-c111aociparion era auto

nomy in modern de111cx:raries. 
The organized Jewish C"omm11nity its cultural and 

scholastic autonomy dfect on the ievival of Hebrew and 
Yiddish. 
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C#hwtll Pl,wtllism: 
Experiences of multi-oariooal derr•ocracies iotluence 

oo Jewish thought relevaoce to the situation of the Jews. 

The Queslion of N111ion4lily tmil 1he Jews. 
Acquisition and loss of nationality-denatiooali:ration 

through territorial changes or state legislation retroacd,e 
power of the latco: atteroptc:d introduction of a uoifor111 
Law of Nationality bearing on the situation of the Jews. 

Atte111pted solutions of the nationality probler,,: remo11tll 
of na1ionali1ies from their historically inherited domains 
exchanges of population after the First World War lb• th-
1lic• of 1J11a&tkllion; evacuation of Germans from Southern 
Tyrol, the Baltic States, Soviet White R11ssia, the Ukraine, 
Bessarabia, Bukovioa and Transylvania exchanges in South
eastern Europe re111oval of Swedes from Esthooia ,,_ 
servations: Lublin Gurs the ghetto as a substitute for 
territorial concentration elfccts of the various solutions on 
the Jews. 

Sociology of lhe Jews: Recent Work. 
The development of Jewish Sociology pioneer work 

in recent years program and achieve111ent. 
Social and stat.istical Studies in R11ssia ICA's investiga

tion into the economic condition of R11ssiao Jews. 
Gerrr,ao contributions: Zeilscbrifl fll81" die S1111is1iJ, t#lll 

DtJmOgrapbie ths ]IIIUnltnm. 

Ble11er fM Yiddisht1 S1atis1ik 11ntJ Bkonomie. 

The Yiddish Scientific Institute its Bkonomish• Sbrif
ln. 

American studies: statistical suneys periodicals. 
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A. 0ocUMENTATION 

The Department will assc111ble comprehensive files of all statistical material 
relating to Jews. 

B. SPECIAL SURVEYS 

Effect of Economic Doctrines on the Jews. 
Economic liberalism from liberalism to state-controlled eco-

nomy state capitalism state socialism nationalistic socialis111 -
Comm11oist economy the Soviet Five-Year Plaas industrialization 
and bureaucratization. 

Economic nationalism in states with heterogeneous populations 
-tendency of the dornioaot group to occupy economic positions 
previously held by minorities dfects on the Jews. 

Economic Effects of the W"' on the Jews. 
The e11ect of the war on the economic situation of Jews in: 

• 

Germany and Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
Poland (German area, Soviet area, Gouveroe111ent Geoenl, 
areas incorporated into the Third Reich) 
Belgi11m 
Netherlands 
France and the French Colonies 
Hungary 
:R11maoia and the Balkan States 
The Soviet Union 
Soviet-aooexed areas (Bessarabia, Northern Bukovioa, Baltic 
States). 

Eifect on Jewish refugeet in occupied territories on refugees 
from Poland and R11maoia in the U.S.S.R., Lith,1aoia, etc. 

Loss of ecooornic positions-political and economical eztirpa
tion ( A•sglietler•ng). 

W a, Losses of Jews. 
H11man Losses: 

CaS11alties: killed-wounded maimed widows wives of mis
sing men ( ag•nolh) orphans lost children, etc. 

Refugees: (a) returned borne; (b) stranded in foreign countries; 
( c) interned. 

20 
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• 

M.t#Bridl Loss•s: 

Reparasions. 

Destruction of property bo11ses busines., pre111i~C!s;-
factories workshops schools-comm,1nal buildings, ere .. 

Expropriations-spoliation, etc. 

The Department will endeavor to assess the damage done to 
Jews, both materially and otherwise, through confiscations, ''Aryan
izations," expulsions and other for111s of persecution. 
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Department of Migration and Colonization 
---;-.-~ ..... " .... -.-.--.~ ............................................ ; .. --; ......... ~ ......... -;. .... ~ .......... -......... . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A. DocUMBNTAflON 

Tat of all laws, regulations, ete., concerning e11aigration and trans11aigratioo. 
Tat of all laws, regulations, etc., concerning coloniution in countries of 

refuge, with special reference t0 U.S.A., C,anada, Maico, South .America, Aus
a:alia and New Znlaod, 

Non-legal literature on these subjectS will be asce11abled. 

B. SPECIAL SURVEYS 

Experience of the past twenty years. 
Freedom of migration resuictioos arrested e11aigratioo. 
The .American quota law and similar legislation. 
Effects of the 1929 economic aisis. 
Rise of Nationalism in Eastern Europe. 
Influence of Nazi Germany and allied countries fugitives from 
the Third Reich and from Nazi-dominated territories. 
The Ri1ssian proble;;, fugitives from social revolution, etc. 
Beginnings of a Jewish migration policy Jewish Ageoq for 
Palestine Hice,,,, etc. 

New developments in Jewish colonization; 
(a) Colonintion conducted or supported by govermnents 

(Soviet R11ssia) 
(b) Colonization conducted by Jews under international guaran-

tees and with governmental recognition (Palestine) , 
(c) Independent colonization (South .American countries). 

International action: 
(a) Conferences: International Migration Congress, Rome, 

1924; Havana, 1928; Labor Conference on Migration, 
London, 1926; International Conference on Colonization, 
Geneva, 1938. 

(b) Measures on behalf of refugees: the Evian Conference, 
1938- International Labor Office. 

The P,esenl Situation. 
Differences between the present period of restricted migration 

and that of earlier mass movements ( 1881-1914) changes in the 
social and economic life of Jews. 

Influence of the war: visa, transit and transportation difficult
ies effect of the change of boundaries the mass migrations from 
Poland, Ro11mania, etc. effect of expulsion5-anti-Jewish legislation 
and its consequences. 

New colonization projects: Dominican Republic, .Alaska, etc. 
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Pltms f o, lhe P#lme. 
Emigration of Jews in the event of a Nazi collapse difficulties 

of the transition period. 
Post-war setde11,ent of the Jew.ish refugee proble11, under 

British and .American auspices: the alternatives: 
(a) resroration to former homelands. 
(b) pet11,anent settle11,ent in present countries of rcsidC"DCC. 
(c) entry into other countries of immigration. 

Regio,,41 S1m1rys: 

Migration and colonization possibilities throughout the 
world, with special reference to South America and the 
British and French Dominions-review of the legal and 

• • • economic s1tuanon. 

Org•Zlllio• tmtJ Pit11111Ce: 
Organization of prospective e11,igrants preparation and 

rettaining stratification. 

Authorities and institutions respoosible for Jewish rni-
• grat1on. 

Fioeocw. plans: plan for a Jewish Emigration Bau~ 
liquidation of individual fortunes Jew.ish public and private 
funds participation of the state international grants and 
loens. 

Jewish Migrlllion: Sociological, Faclors. 
• 

Jewish and non-Jewish migration ca11ses of Jewish migration
backgrounds in countries of e11,igration and immigration coose
quenccs, political, economic and social ''valorization" . 
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Department of Post-War Reconstruction 
- -- --~--- -- -- ----- - - ------ - --- -- - - -................................................................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

A. DocUMBNTATION 

1. Puce Aims of the Belligerenls: 
(a) Official pronouncements 
( b) Unofficial statc11,ents 

Compilation of government papers, boob. pamphlets, articles, ere. 

2. N nt,tJ Opinions on Post-W"' B11rop1: 
Compilation of official and ,,oofflcial statc111ents. 

3. Th, Post-W"' Position of th, ]ftlls: 
(a) Jewish opinions 
(b) Non-Jewish opinions 

Governmental pronouncements and ,,oofliciaJ st1t>t'111,en11 

4. R,t,Ofls of R,li,f O,gllfliZlllioru: 
(a) Jewish 
(b) Non-Jewish, but scaviag Jews. 

B. SPBClAL SUB.VBYS 

Put, tmd Post-W"' PropostJs: 

Rfflflll of C"""" Op;,,io,,. 
Eumiaation of discussions conducted by public bodies 
and in the press, with speci,J refereoce to 

(a) thefutureof theJew:a 
(b) the Nation,Jity Question. 

Eurnia•tion of discussions conducted in Jewish ciides. 

R,constt'#&lion: 

R,lief: 

Bconomie Poli&'J fo, th,] ews. 
Rehtbilitation of tlecltusls restOration to previous po
sitiou-restratification Youth proble11•. 

Reso#fces tmd Possibilities. 
Character of relief agencies scope and 1ebieve11,eot. 
Needs of various social groups different for11,1 of 
relief Y outb aid. 
Productive relief Self-belp. 
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Series: Political Science 

WERE THE MINORITIES l"REATIES A FAil.URE? 

By 
Mil LAsBBSON 

JACOB ROBINSON 

MARK VJSHNIAK 

OIAPTB1l I 
The Inwoational Protection of Minorities by the League of Nations after 

the first World War . 
.Aims of the sy,re111: internal peace in ethnically heterogeneous states, 

cornbatting of discrimination, external peace. 

• 

CHAPnm II 
The International Protection of Minorities in the "Verseilles Syste111" 

• CHAPnm m 
Basic .Assumptions of the Minorities Agrcc111eots: 

(a) P.c:ooornic Libenlisrn 
(b) Polirical 

OIAPTB1l IV 
The Provisions of the Treaties as compared with the Sit11ation of the 

Minorities. 

CIIAPTBR V 
The League and the Operation of the Treaties. 
Procedure, Petitions. Effects. 

CIIAPTBR VI 
The Per111anent Coun of International Ju.srice as an organ for the protection 

of mioorities. 

OIAPTB1l VII 
The Attitude of the Signatories: 

Signing of the minorities provisions. 
Reaction of public opinion. 
Ratification and publication. 
Embodiment of the minorities provisions in the municipal law of 

• signatory states. 
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Attitude of the courts on the validity of minorities treaties in local 
jurisdiaion. 
Attitude of the signatories to the change of procedure. 
Attitude of the signatories on the alleged incompatibility of their obliga
tions with the sovereignty and equality of states. 
The Beck motion of 1934 and the attitude of the other signatories. 

CHAPTER VIII 
The Attitude of the Minorities toward the Machinery of the Ingue. 

CHAPTmt IX 
Can the Minorities Problem be solved by Legalistic Means? 

Notes. 

Bibliography. 

Index. 

28 



Department of Economics and Statistics 
--....... •.•.•.• .•.•,•.•.•.•.•. •.•.•.•.•,•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•,•.•,•.•.·."-································································································"·"·"·"•"·"·"·"·"·"·"·"·"·" ... •.•.•.•,•.•.•.• .... •.•.•.•.• 

Series: Jews and the War 

THE SITIJATION OF THE JEWS IN POLAND (1919-1941) 

BY JACOB lEsTCHINSKY 

CHAPTml I 
1H1I BACKGROUND 

POLAND Al'TBR TIIE FIRST WORLD \VAR 

Reoaisuoce of the Polish State its constitution the economic revolu
tion ''etatisme economique." 

• 

National minorities their legal status-their growth and distribution
their occupational their part in industrial development specific 
trades standards of education university quotas national trade and vocational 
schools e11,igration. 

The Jewish populatioo-distribution and influence regional st:atistia~ 
increase emigration and return-socio-economic pational struc· 
ture elimination penetration economic prospects of Jewish you 
aetivities-education religious life participation in Polish culture. 

The Political Anaek: 

CHAPnm n 
POLISH ANTI·SBMITJSM 

Political parties and anti-Sc111itis111 the Pilsudski faction and the 
OZON-Goveromental anti-Se111itism Anti-Se111itism in the Sejm 
and City Counc~ anti-Se111itic pr ism of Jews 
''Ghetto-benches" in the universities relations of Jews to other 
national minorities. 

The Economic Allaek: 
Expulsion from villages exp11lsion ~rom liberal professions and 
public services-boycott and picketing of Jewish stores legislative 
curbs on Shechitllh. 

Pogroms and Physical Violence: 
The pogroms in Przytyk, Minsk-Mazowiecki, Vilna, Brest-Litowsk, ete. 
--.Street attacks in Warsaw, I.adz, Vlloa etc. Murder in the villages 

mas,acres and attacks in the universities. 
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Jewish Self-Defense: 
Physical protection the political struggle economic defense self
help extraneous assistaoc:oe. 

CHAPnm. m 
1HB Hl'llBI W'All 

Jewish participation in the War l-0en Jews in the defeose of Warsaw Jewish 
war casiialties Jewish refugee casiialties destrueti.on of Jewish homes prob
lem of the homeless-tragedy at the frontiers wayside murder and pilla,gc 
massarres in No Man's land the Soviet frontier. 

CHAPTml IV 
THB PAB.TIIION 

Effecls of lhe Parlilion on 1he Jews: 
.Acreage and population of the German and Soviet macs regions 
incorporated into the Third Reich-the General Gouverne111ent--
regions incorporated into the · · White Russian and Lithu
anian Soviet Republics. 

CHAPTBll V 
• 

11IB NAZI TBIUlOR 

Physical Bxlerminalion: 
E1ter111ination as the Nazi goal pogroms 11,assacres terror in the 
streets murder and tonure---kidnapping of rornmunal leaders 

. id 'd . . . th d h - 11 - • swc es ept e1111cs increase m e caL-rate--c0nnagraaons-
arson razing of synagogues and public inS(itutions-scizure of in
dividuals for forced labor-con51equent panic confiscation and loot
ing of Jewish homes and businesses illegal requisitions-provoc:a
tions-fines. 

Elitnm111ion and, Seg,egtllion: 
Segregation and h11miliation Jews in Gcr111an-incorporated regions 
( W 11rthBgil#) Jews in the Gcncral-Gouveromcnt-the ''.Aryan'' 
Paragraph limited transportation bans on cultural activity walled 
ghettos and "rese1vations'' exp,ilsions han on e111ployment of non
Jewish servants the special badge posting of plaques on Jewish 
business pre111iscs curb on Jewish physicians-curbs on Jewish 
lawyers exclusion of Jews from ~cial positions-isolation of Jew
ish busioesses and markets. 

Economic 0,pfJ1'ession: 
Forced labor blocking of bank accounts limitation of property 
rights ex.:J11sion of Jews from sources of income and tax exe111ptions 
-"legal'' aiyanization of Jewish-owned enrerpriscs. 
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CHAPnm VI 

POLISH JBWI.Y TODAY 

Economic Situation: 
Economic ''autarchy" of ghettoized communities reduaion in the 
standard of living-statistics of declasset ecooomic functions of the 
communal organization ( KehilJJJ) pauperization. 

Culltwal Li/ e: 
The educational nctwork~evelopment of trade schools recreational 
institutions ( thearrcs etc.) 

Self-Help Miil Exl,aneous Assisltmee: 
Social relief work self-help organizations assistance from Jewish 
and non-Jewish bodies (American Joint Distribution C.Ommittee, 
American R.ed Cross, etc.) the Chalutzim and their collectiv·eesi-
occupational resttatification health se1 vices. 

Ami-Nazi Ac1iflilies: 
Underground political work the illegal press--<oc>peration of Jews 
in the general sttuggle against the Ger111aos. 

Bibliography. 

Index. 
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Series: Migration and Colonization 

THE JEWISH REFUGEE 
BY ARIBH TARTAKOWBR 

I. INTRODUCl'ION 
Il. THE CHARACTER OF THE JEWISH REFUGEE 

CHAP1'BR I 

nm PROBLEM OF JBWISH MIGRATION 

The Jewish Refugee as an ele11,ent of Jewish Migration. 
Migration in general: 

Comp11lsory and voluntary migration. 
Migration and Evacuation. 
Migration as an economic and political process. 

Jew.isb Migration: 
Persecution the principal motive. 
For11,s of persecution. 

CHAPTBRil 
nm DISTINCllVBNBSS OF nm JBWISH REFUGES 

A. The Jewish and Genlue refugee: 
The Gentile refugee as a victim of predominantly political and 
religio,u persecution. 
The Jewish refugee a viaim of rll&ial persecution. 

B. The Jewish Refugee Problem and lhe Genli/.e Refugee Problem: 
Proportion of the former in relation to the latter. 
Solutions of the Gentile Refugee Proble11, and their significance for 
the Jews. 

CHAPnmm 
THB JBWISH RBFUGBB-PAST AND PRBSENT 

A. The Jewish Refugee m 1he P11.11: 
Survey of medieval and modern migrations until the First World War. 
The Jewish Refugee Proble11, as a religio,u issue. 
Atte11,pted solutions. 

B. The Jewish Refugee in the Presenl: 
The Jewish Refugee Proble11, as a poli1ical and economic issue. 
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III. THE JEWISH REFUGEE TODAY 

CHAPTDI 

THE PRESENT Sfl"UATION AND ITS GROW1"H 

A. I ewuh Refugees during 1he First World W "'· 
The evacuations in R,,ssia. 
Refugees in Austria-Hunguy. 
Refugees in the Far East 
Attempted solutions of the Refugee Proble111. 

B. I ewish Refugees from Soviel Russia. 
ea,,ses of the migration. 
N,,rober and distribution of refugees, by age and occupation. 
The countries of refuge. 
Attecc,pted solutions of the probJe111 

C. Jewuh Refugees from German1 and Austria. 
Causes of the migration. 

Magnitude and development of the problem since 1933. 
Difference between Austrian-Jewish and Ger111an-Jewish Refugee Problc111. 
The Polish-Jewish refugees from Germany. 

D. Jewuh Refugees from Czechoslo11akia, l1al1 and Spain. 
Connection between the problem of Oecboslovakian Jewish refugees and 

that of Ger111an Jewish refugees. 
Spec.inc characteristics of the Cu:cbnslovakian probJe111. 
Jewish refugees from Italy. 

Foreign and Italian Jews. 
Jewish refugees in and from Spain. 

E. Jewish Refugees in lhe Presenl W "'· 
Refugees from Poland: 

Refugees from the Nazi to the Soviet area. 
Evacuations in Nazi Poland. 
Evacuations from Soviet Poland to Siberia. 

Refugees from France and Belgi,,rn. 
Refugees from R,,roania. 
Evacuations from Austria, IJ11ernbourg, and certain German provinces. 

CHAPTBRII 

JEWISH REFUGEES IN COUNTRIES OF REFUGE 

Survey of the legal and economic position of Jewish refugees in all coiiocries 
of te111ponry refuge or final setcle111ent, viz.:-
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Palestine 
United States of .America • 
South .America (.Argentine, Brazil, Uruguay, ete.) 
European countries (France, Bclgi11m, Netherlands, Great Britain, Pottugal, 

Switzerland, etc.) 
The Far East 
Central .America, the British Dominions, etc. 

CHAPTER III 

STATISTICS OF JEWISH REFUGEES 

Statistical tables, with accompanying eXplanations, illustrating the uww: 
and distribution by age and occupation of Jewish refugees from Ger111sny, 
Poland, France, Belgi11m, etc., and of those now resident in the several countries 
of refuge. 

CHAPTER IV 

PROBLEMS OF READJUSTMENT 

A. Legal 
The legal position of the refugee: outline of laws and international regula-

• nons. 
Refugee legislation during the war. 
Legislation concerning Jewish refugees. 

B. Economic 
Transfer of money 
Confiscation of propaty. 
Occupational re-adaptation. 
The refugee as e111ployer. 
The refugee as worker. 
The question of competition. 
The standard of living. 

C. Political 
The refugee as alien. 
The refugee as potential propagandist against his fo1111er country. 
The refugee as potential ''fifth coJ11mnist." 
The refugee as a source of anti-Se111itis111. 

D. Cultural 
Cultural re-adaptation. 
The proble111 of new language. 
Comp11lsnry and voluntary assunilatioo. 
The refugee and Jewish nationali511,, 

' 
E. Social and Ps1chological 

Social degiadatioo. 
Reaaion to r.iew environment. 
Voluntary segregation. 
The second gt"rn:ratloo. 
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CliAPTBR v 

GOVERNMENTAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AID 

Governmental measures for the protection of the resident refugee (Prance, 
United States, Great Briiain, etc.). 

The Nansen Organization. 
The High Commissioner for Refugees coming from _Ger111any. 
The Eviao Conference and the Inter-Governmental Committee . 

• 

CliAPTBR VI 

JEWISH AID 
A. Polilical, 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
The World Jewish Congress. 
The Board of Deputies of British Jews. 
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ZPREWOJtD 

'!he p,• c-poN of tbi a Toluae is to present a provisional ebeet 
of .Jewish lite in &az1t1ed Europe as of lovember 19,41. Divided 
i.nto a Nri.es of chapters, the Tolmie covers the states bel.ongillg 
to the Ax1s and the nations 11nder A:x1s domination. The Soviet 
un;on, Switzerland, Spain, Poru,gal, Great Britain and Ireland, 
therefore are not included. 

'!he vast Bllsso-Ge11oan war area however is treated briefly 
as en entit7, although neither in a political nor in a geographic 
sense is it a bomogeneous 11ni t. '!he destiey of the J'ews has not 
been identical in the various parts ot tbi s g1eat region exten
ding trc+11 the Arctic to the Black Sea. Authentic 1ufor111ation is 
st1ll scent, how.over, beca,,se of the Nazis having been on the 
scene tor tour months end the roke of battJ e has not cl.eared. 

'!his stwv does not claim to i'urnish a complete picture of 
the situetioa. Sources or int'on11ation are far from adequate. 
•ozeover, specific limitations of space have been imposed upon 
us. 

Bach report follows a more or l.ess 11niform outline. The 
general historical background is given, and the special Jewish 
i11&11.es end developnents of recent 7ears are traced. 'l'hese 
cover the period o£ Bazi rule t1om the time it was established 
in the part1 cuJ ar countl:7 to lovember 1941. In the case or 
Ge1111a10, for eumple, tb:l s period begins on J'an11a11 30, 1933, 
when Bitler becarne CbanceJlor; in Borway it begins on April 9, 
19,40, when the Gel'!11an invasion wes leunched. This plan is 
followed with respect to all the annexed and occupied ter
ritories.* 

In addition to the reports on the various countries, there 
\mo chapters dealing with related probl•s of international 

concexuz the questions of 19liei' and of refugees. Both cover 
this oru.cial period (1933-1941) in J'ewish historJ. 

This sta,d;r is based on a peat mass of available source 
materials, incJ11ding the official publicationa in the A:x1 s 
states, notable the .Jewish newspapers published 11nder llazi 
control end censorship. •oreover there have been utiJ:lzed 
the reports oi' t.be official representatives of the Worl.d .Jewish 
CQngress, as well as reliable first hand accounts t.reDsmitted 
to us by reputable private individuals arriving in this c01rntr,y 

The volume, in coocJ,1sion, set1 up a balance sheet based 
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on the tacts pzesented end ~£era a brief wtJ1ne of the future 
au i ting Jewa in theae coc111tries. 

The voJ,m~ has been b7 the staff of the Institute 
ot Jewilh J.tfeirs with the aasisteoce, in a tn cases, of out
si.de contributors. It is publisbed in connection with the 
first Inter-Ameriean Jewish Confazeoce in Balt-1rnore,lld., 
Bovember 23,24,25, l.941 under the auspices of the .American 
J ewisb Congress. 

* With regard to It1J7, RI• ao1e, Yugoale:via end Bulgaria, 
howver, the date alien clear-cut anti-Jewish legislation 
waa int:rc,A,1ced rq be regarded as . the bee' nn1 ng of the 
new era • 



. . ' . 

GIP 1. 

GJll.l'l'IJl GBR•.&,IY 

(IIO'lBa For the nke of cm,e11J•ce, th1e r1 1·ve7 &h"IIJ•S 
tba Jews of Weimar~ together with those of tba 

aieae IIDJl8X8d bJ" theli1Jrd. :Reich since 
llarch 1938, nereJ7, Au.stria, 1ihe SW,eta,lanci, llemel. and 
Daslg. lo poll ticaJ or other illplications should be 
drawn froa th1 a aneng•ent, or tru11 the tact thet the 
cultural ca1tributiona of the Jns ot Gex 1en7 and 
Au.stria ere txaeted •••-ier 0•1a heed1:ng.) 

'lhe fate ot the Jews in Genlany ie Gile ot tbe major i:tUIJes of 
hieto11, beceuae the state wJ,1 ch now oppresses end seeks to 1.J tex 1nete 
t.h9 owes more to the Jews than does f1D7 other J1aportant power. ,t,e 
cxeative end st3n1Jat1ng force witb1n the Jews xeJeased bJ" the gient
iDg of emancipation, did a gieat daeJ in the m1ddJe of the n1ueteenth 
centur;y to arouse Gen11en1 troa centuries of letha •11 end helped arb 
atantJell7 to fuse the pet't7 Ge1'1811 Sta.tea into an IC09>om1c, political 
and mltural wJ10Je. 

two forces wJ,i ch contributed J argel7 to the estabJ 18bment of a 
•t,,J fied Ge1111en7 end to the extension of Ge111en inf'lu.ance th ,v•:aghou.t the 

, world were the banks end the stock exchange, end tor aore than a centi,,7 
the Jews pla;yed a leed1ng part in both fields. .ls earl;y as 1775, at a 
t1 me llhen the7 nre at:1 J J excluded tx"C+11 res1 dence in Berlin, HTeD of the 
twelve stock bx-okers 1D the cOU11tl7 wexe Jews, end in lS07, tbtrt, of the 
titt;y-two banks were 1D Jewish bends. Aa late as the decade preced1ng 
the rise of Hitler, the thxee principal banks (Del,tsch, Iac-mstedt and 
D"leeden) wJ1tch together b•ndJed --ore than belt of the country• s credit 
winover, were headed bJ" Jews. lloxeover, it was 1D no s--eJJ degree because 
ot the ettorta of the banking hOllses of Warburg end Spe;yer that 1:mpoter
iahed post-war Ge11_11eiv was able to rebab11 i ta te herseJ f on the 
of American loans. Indeed, tli1s t1nenc1al assistance pe1111tted Ge1111Bff1 
to rebuild her industrial plant end once. more to contest the trand.ition•J 
S1J:&p1e-1Bc7 of logland. Thus, irorc1caJJ;y er01,gb, it is doubtful llhetbw· 
Gen1en1 co,11 d cbaJ J enge the world todq without the efforts ••de bJ" the 
Jew during the years txve Verse1Jles to Hitler. · 

Although the7 constituted barel7 cme percent of the pop1lation, tbexe 
was no aspect of Gmaan life wb1 ch dJ d not beer their imprint. .l CC111pre
h•s1.ve recap1 b 1J at.ion of the Jewish contribution to tbe lite of Gexw••o, 
1011] d go b8)'mid the pxvv1nce of th1 s aurn;y. It is, hONYer, poasible 
to recall aome of' the leading Jewish DWS 1D politics, the nat»ral end 
aocial sciences, the arts, end the uation•J econ~. 

The first great IIOV'e toward the UDit.l.cat.1011 of' IIDdern Ge111,v was 
the lat1011el .lssembl;y of 1849 wt,1 ch ottered the i Cl4lerial crow•, 
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to King .iiriedrich WiJbeJ• IV or Pl"llss1 a. The P1 esident of that National 
.A.ssembl.y was F,d11ard von Simson, a Jew, who later was chosen the chainoan 
or the Reichstag or lS7l and the presiding justic~ or the first Gennan 
&1p1eme Court.. J11Ji11s Stab] (Schlesinger) was the founder ot the ideol
ogy or the Conservative Party. Bamberger and Lasker ,vere ·t:.'le founders 
and leaders of the Liberal Party which was the i'irst to introduce modern 
political ideas into the country. Karl :'.la.rx and Ferdinand Lasalle were, 
together w1 th non~ewish Friedrich Engels, the fathers o.f modern Social
i:u and 0£ the Ger111Sn Social Democr-rl.tic Party. 'lbeir heirs, F.duard 
Bernstein, Victor .Ad] er, Otto Bmier and Rudolf Bil ferding, ma.de major 
political and theoretical contrib't1tion'i t;Q the development of international. 

~ Socie.lim. At the same t1me, Bil ferd~ as M1n1 ater or Finance liquidated 
the disastrous ·1nfiation of 1923, thereby crea~ the foundation:l for 

• 
Germany's reconstru.cti~n and subsequent period oi' prosperity • .Foreign 
Minister Rathenau, who was later assassjnated by pre-Razi anti-Semites, 
concJ.uded the RapaJlo Treaty with Russia which ended Germany's post-war 
isolation. 

In the sciences, it is worth noting th.at or the forty-four Geri11an 
holders of tbe Bobel Prize, eight were Jewish, including Albert Einstein 
and James Frank. 'l'he Jews or the Ge11nan speaking world have contributed, 
in Einstein and Freud, the two men who have exercized perhaps the greatest· 
influence on twMtieth centli 17 thought. Of the n:Jne Genoans to hold the 
Bobel P1-ize in chemistry, three were Jewish: Otto WaJ 1 ach, Richard 
lfilstetter and Fritz Haber. '!'he last was the discoverer or important 
mis:Jing elements and headed the Ge11nan chem1 cal industry miring the entire 
first World lfar. In 1934 he co1u111i tted si,:Jcide after having been driven 
f'ro,u hi3 laboratory and his homeJ3nd. 

In medicine, the German Jews contributed Jibrlich and Wass~rmann, 
Otto lleyerhoi' (Bobel Prize) and Otto Warburg (Nobel Prl.ae). .Other leading 
G&nuan Jewish names in ocience and technology are: Heinrich Hertz and 
Mauritz Jacob7 (wireless teJegraphy and galvano-plastJ_c3); ICB~l Arnstein 
(Zeppelin construction); David Schwartz (aeronautics); Qu1l Berliner 
(microphone and gramaphone). In the social sciences, soi..e of the lea,,jng 
tisures are: .Pranz Opp.&iihei rner, Gustave J:ohn, Heinrich Dernbu.rg, Jgnaze 
Jastrow, @·ell Lederer, Bans Kelsen, Georg Jellinek, Hugo Pzeuss (the 
author of the We1m,3r Constitution) and He:t111ann Sta11b. 

In the arts, the names o:r Vax LiebeJ:'m8.ml, who for years was president 
of the Ge11, .. m Acade,ua;y of Art, and Mex Reinhardt, the iJJ,,strious theatrical 
producer awl director, stand out prominent.17. In the years that p1eceded. 
the Bazi regime, at least eight or the ten leading actors of Ge1111any and 
Austria were Jewish. '!he world of msic treasures the names of lleyerbeer, 
lendelsohn-Barthol~, I eo Blech, Gustav Mahl er and .A.mold Schoenberg. 
Amons •ooern conductors, there are Bruno Walter (ScbJesinger), Otto 
ne,aperer, Siegfried Ochs and lD8Jl7 others • 

• 

In the literature or Ge1111Bny end Austria, the contribution o:r the 
Jews was particularly notable. Such names as Heine, Boeme, BUio von 
Roi'mennatahJ, Arthur Schnitzler, Jacob Wassermann, Franz Werfel, Arnold 
and Stefan Zweig, Alfred DoebJ1n, Lion Feu.chtwanger, Bi.chard Beer-Hofmann, 
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Emst Liosauer and n.ara Vieb1g1 are a part o! the cul'biral heritage or 
the world. 

To pbil osophy', the Ge11uau Jews have given Moses Mendelsohn, Hmnar,n 
Kohn, Ed11erd Husserl and Ezust Casa:11 er, to mention the most important • 

.AmoJlG the thousands 0£ newspapers published in Ge11aauy and Austria, 
the four wlii ch probably commanded the greatest inf111ence Fr r 
Zei'brng, Berliner Tageblatt, Vossiscl:\e _Zei:t!!nB;, and the Vienna :Ne11e 
Fxe1e Presse were edited by Jews. These four publications were of 
tremendous importance over the.course of more than belf a century in 
shaping liberal and progressive ideas tbl'OIJghout Central Ji>Ji'Ope. 

'J.'hat the Jews pl~ed a considerable role in Ger,uan COllllllerce, esped
elly in foreign trade, is well known. Less familiar is their share in 
the developaent of the major industries of the Reich. Jews introduced 
to Germany the banking principles of the French Cxed1t Jlobllier, the 
idea or building upon the savings or the broad messes rather tban or a 
tew rich depositors and this made possib.le the nation• s swift inch1s-
trial climb. Jews also took a direct part in the process of industrial
izing Ger,aeny. The Allg9]1!.eine Elekr-icitaets Gesell schatt, one or the 
largest ponr enterprioos in the country, was founded by Jimil Batheruui. 
Orenstein and Koppel established the great locomotive and railwa.y- car 
t011nd17 wJ1ich still bears their name. Hirsch built the largest copper 
smelting plant. The Hamburg-American Steamship I,ine was the creation of 
Albert BalJ1u, a Jewish friend ot Keiser WilheJm II, who co1P111tted 
suicide in the hour of Ge1111Bn defeat on Bove11"ber 9, 1918. 

'ltiis partial roster of the Jews who played so p1c..11:Jnent a part in 
the birth end deveJoi+Nent of modern Ge11nev and or Ger,11an:J c culture is 
not inter1ded for purposes of Jewish self amiJation. For it was no oo,e 
other than Werner Sombart, later an advocate of the race theory, who 
wrote in 1912: "ffllat ·a gap it wo11ld. make in the cultta, e or the world 
it the Jew disappeaxedl• Sombart lived to see that gap in the 
life of Gexmen;J aa a resiiJ t of the ostracisia of the Jews. 

wtum Bitler ce,Ne to power on Jamie,, .30, 19.3.3, there were in the 
&1ee now known as G1aater GerN.a~ aJightl.y over 760,000 Jews. T~ 
there are no more then 250,0QO. What became of that baJr miJJ1011T On 
the baaio of available statistics, the sii,-plus ot deaths over births 
is known to have amoimted to no less tbar, 70,000, incl11ding an estimated 
10,000 suicides~ ib1s figure does not, however, include those who were 
sJe1n or hounded to death in concentration ce11aps. How ma~ have been 
kilJed since 19.33 cennot be coegputed with 9117 degree or accuracy. OnJ:, 
the lfa,rls kn.ow the t1gw.e. Five to s:fx thou.send Jews have abandoned the 
taith, although this does not change their status in lazi eyes. It may 
thus be estimated tbet appro::nmateq 400,000 Jews left or were eJEPe]lad 
trot Greater Ge1"!18D1'• When a new poll07 of deportat101, was le•iuched 
thl a auta1,n1, there were about 200,000 Jews in the ten-itory or Ger1i18D1' 
proper 8Dd 44,000 in Vie•11,a. In the other parts of 1,,stria and in the 
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Sudetenland, there remain but a handful of Jewish families, while 
Meael and Danzig no longer contain a single Jew. 

What is the character of the remaining quarter of a million 
Jews of Greater Ger,uany? According to the census of 19.25, there 
were 105 Jewish women to every 100 Jer.ish men in Gex,nany; in 
September 1939, there were 139; today there are approxi:11ately 150 
women for every 100 men. In 19.25, only 40.6% of the Jews of 
Ge11oany were over the age of forty; today more than 75% belong 
to that age group, and more than 50% are over fifty years of age 
and for the most part tmfit for physical labor. There are, how
ever, about 50,000 below the age of forty, who if succored in time, 
could still look forward to productive careers. 

The sit11ation in Vienna is considerably worse. In that city, 
according to the statistics of the Vienna J13edisches ?~achric~ten
b]att for the s11a1111er of 1941, of the ,441000 Jews, only 75.2.217.1%) 
were between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and of that num
ber there were only 1953 men to 5569 women. Those over the age of 
sixty n11mbered 19, 691 (,44,8%) of whom approximately two-thirds 
were women. Thus, nearly half of the Jews of Vienna are too old 
to work, with physical labor the only form of -.pl.0111-ent permit
ted to them. There were only .2,41.2 (5.5%) below the age of eight
een, according to the same figures. 

The ccms11s o£. 'Mil¥ 1939 affords more detailed statistics 
regarding the composition -of the Jews of Greater Ge1·.11any (exclud
ing Memel and Danzig). There were at the time 330,89.2 Jews and 
115,549 npartial Jews•, of whom 72,738 were nJews of the first 
degree• (two non-Aryan grandparents) and 42,811 nJews of the sec
ond degree• (one Jewish grandparent). Commenting on these fig
ures, an official Gex-man statistician wrote in Economy J!D!i Statis
tj Cf (Berlin, 1940, pp. 5-6): "The fear that intero1arriage between 
Ge1•1oans and Jews had gone too far, a fear based on unsound growids, 
was not Justified". 

Of tbe 330,892 Jews registered in 1939, 39,466 (1.2%) were 
£oreigners, whereas in 1925 that element had constituted .2(1/, of the 
Jews in the Weimar Re;iublic. Of the foreign Jews in 1925, 16,024 
were stateless and 15,125 of Polish origin. 

For many years the Jews of Ger:nany hsd concentrated in the 
large cities. Nevertheless, in 1933 there were over 1800 Jewish 
cornrn11nities scattered throughout the country. Since that tirn,a,more 
that 400 ceased to exist and at least another 100 in Austria and 
the Sudetenland have been liquidated. Five cities had Jewish 
,opulations of more than 10,000 before the policy of exte11oiuation 
was launched. Vienna had 91,480 (4. 76%); Berl :In, 8.2, 788 ('1.91%); 
Frankfw-t on tbe Main, 14,461 (2.61$); Breslau, 11,172 (l.5%); 
Hamburg, 10,131 (0.91%). In May 1939, more than hsJf of the Jews 
or Greater Gertaeny were living in Ber] :In and Vienna. 

It must be emphasized that the nimber of Jews in Germany is 
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decl.ining steadily, even wholly apart from emigration and ex_pul
sion. As bas already been indicated, the number of deaths ex
ceeded the totaJ of births by 70,000. This figure does not, how
ever, reflect the conditions of the past few years, with the 
death rate mounting in increased proportions and the number of 
births falling at a preci~itous pace because of the steady decline 
in the number of able bodied adults. In this respect, Berlin 
furnishes a striking example of what has he.?pened. 

In 1936, there were 2,483 Jewish deaths as compared with 494 
births in Berlin, or a ratio of five to one. In the first half 
of 1939, however, there were 1,844 deaths and only six births, or 
more tban .JOO t1mes as many deaths as births. This figure, if cor
rect, is evidence of deliberate race suicide on the part of the 
Jews of Berlin. 

Economics ,or tbe Jews, 1933_1941 

An exsmination of the economic position of the Jews in Germany 
whe Hitler came to power, reveals the character and value of tbe 
property wl,1ch the Nazis regarded as their legitimate booty. Agri
culture may be omitted from this survey because tbe Jews were only 
represented to the extent of l.?% in this field. In other occu
pations, it is worth comparing the percentage of Jews engaged with 
that of tbe non-Tews simiJarly engaged. Con,rnerce, for exa.-nple, was 
the pursuit of 49.8% of the gainf11lly occupied Jews as compared 
with 15.1% or tbe non...J'ewsJ 18.?% of tbe Jews and 45.6% of the non
Jews engaged in 1ndustry and trades;_ 9.4% of the Jews and 8.3% of 
the non-Jews were in the wbite collar and professional class. Thus 
the Jewish percentage engaged in co1u1uerce was three times as great 
as among non-Jews, while in industry and handicraft trades the 
sitiiation was substantially tbe reverse. 

On the other band, tbe ratio of the Jews to the aggregate whole 
in the various branches of the economy was very small. Jews con
stituted only 3.3% of al] persons engaged in co,on,erce; 1.2% of all 
employes and professionals and onl7 0.4'1, of the total number of per
sons in Ger·oany engaged in industry and handicrafts. 

It must be noted, however, that Jews were relatively more 
numerous among the class of employers than among the white colJar 
end work1ng class. Moreover, the Jews were concentrated in certain 
branches of endeavor. 

Of the total number of private bankers, for example, Jews con
stituted 52,3% in 1928 and 48.1% in 1930. In Frankfurt-on-tbe-Jlain, 
in 1930, forty-seven of the fifty-eight private bankers were Jewish. 

In 1930, of 9,984 large textile concerns, 3,938 (39.5%) were 
Jewish. This percentage was even greater in certain cities. In 
Berlin, large scale 'bextile concerns owned by Jews constituted 61.5%; 
B1eslau, 74.'11,; Franld'urt-on-the~in, 69.5%; llannheim, ~; 
Of'f'enbach, s9.9%. 
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In tbe liberal professions, the Jews were far more im)ortant 
in a q1mJ itative sense thDn by their number. In the light of their 
achievements, it is astonishing to discover how few Jews ~ere repre
sented in the liberal professions, in the universities and in the 
courts. The table below indicates that in 1933 the Jews held slight
ly more than 25% or tbe professional positions in Germany. There 
were only a few professions where they constituted a considerable 
el.ement such as law (16.3%) and medicine (10.9%). In jour11aJism, 
they were 5.1%; in the theatre, 3%; in professional posts, 2.6% 
and in the traditional Jewish occupations of phar:nacy and dentistry, 
3.6% and 2.1% respectively: 

TABLE 

The P]a2e of the Jews 1P the Libera) Professions 1P Ger~any (1933) 

Tota] No.of Persons 
Engaged 

' 

1) Lawyers & llotaries 
2) Patent attorneys 
3) Legal consultants 
4) Judges and prosecutors 
5) Legal apprentices 
6) Physicians 
7) Dentists (DDS) 
8) Pba 1•n1acists 
9) Theatrical directors 
lO)Writers & journalists 
ll)Actors 
12)Professors 
l3)Associate professors 

& illstructors 
14)Private teachers 
15)Painters, sculptors, 

etc. 
16)Chemists 
l7)Dentists & mechanical 

dentists 
18)Yusici8lls 
19)Veterinaries 
20)Clergy 
2l)F.ngineers & tech-

nologists 
22)Elementary & high 

school teachers 

18,641 
595 

3,058 
10,359 
14,683 
51,007 
12,120 
18,220 
l,070 

17,277 
23,694 
7,272 

37,505 
10,730 

14,750 
31,013 

30,981 
93,861 

6,307 
40,165 

' 

202,574 

Total 903,984 

No.of Jews 

3,030 
79 

165 
286 
367 

5,557 
1,041 

657 
60 

872 
703 
192 

317 
461 

360 
715 

653 
1,915 

98 
434 

• 

1,443 

20,728 

Pctge of 
Jews 

16.J 
13.3 
5.4 
2.8 
2.5 

10.9 
8.6 
3.6 
5.6 
5.1 
3.0 
2.6 

0.9 
4.3 

2.4 
2.3 

2.1 
2.0 
1.6 
1.1 

0.7 

2.3 

These are figures for the entire country, and they naturally 
vary according to the locality. On the basis of 1925 statistics, 
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half of the lawyers and one-fourth of the physicians of Berlin were 
Jewish. If converted Jews are added, the percentage would be much 
greater. Among professors and instructors, for example, there were 
~ore converted Jews than those of the Jewish faith. In certain 
large universities and particularly in the faculties of law and medi
cine there was a considerable concentration of Jews. 

In Austria, the concentration of J e•,,s in any urban area was far 
greater than anywhere in Germany. In 1938 165,000 of the 130,000 
Austrian Jews (91.6%) lived in Vienna and comprised 62% of the law
yers; 62.7'1, of the dentists; 47.2% of al] physicians; 28.6% of the 
~rofessors - the last figure would be perhaps twice as great if 
converted Jews were included. 

In the commercial life of Vienna, Jews comprised 74.3% of the 
wine dealers; 73.3% of those engaged in the textile business; 53.9% 
in the petroleum and oil inclustry; 53.()% in the shoe business. 

In the Sudetenland, the situation resembled that of Vienna, but 
because the tow11s were small, the high ratio of Jews in specific enter
p~ises serving the general population, was more conspicuous. 

. There were attempts made to estimate the Jewish share in the 
Ger111an national income and aggregate \Veal th. Sombart calc11J a ted that 
before the World War I, the Jewish share of toe national income was 
six to seven times higher than the percentage of Jews in the population. 
In 1913, this would have arno1mted to three billion marks. Marcus, 
another author, calculated that in 1930 the Jewish share was four 
times that of the Jewish population ratio, or a total of two billion 
eight b1rodrEd million marks. 

In 1933, of the 301,428 gainfully occupied Jews, 85,371 were 
~bite collar employes and 23,824 laborers, or a total of 109,195 (36.2%) 
belonging to the working class. 

About one-third of the Jews of Berlin in 1925 and subsequently, 
were exempted from taxation by the Jewish community and from general 
taxes, because their income was less than 1200 marks a year. Moreover, 
of the taxpayers of the Berlin Jewish comm1roity, 31% had au income 
ranging from 1200 to no more than 2400 marks a year. In 1932, 40,000 
Jews of Berlin required relief. In Vienna in 1938, there r.ere 60,000 
Jews in tbat category (36.3% of the totaJ Je'ITish pop11lation of that city). 

&e@J Sta;tJ1§ o.f the Jews 1Il Germ§py 

The "unchangeable" program of the National Socialist Party adopt
ed in Munich on February 24th, 1920 laid dow11 the iron rule that 
Jews could not be regarded by the Germans as •tinsmen• ("Vo)ksgeno§Sfl'l") 
and should therefore be treated as aliens. In accordance ~h ac
cepted legal standards, that should have meant the exclusion or the 
J e,,s from public life end the exercise of tbe franchise, but no change 
in their civil status. The difference between them end citizens 
should have been limited to the field of political activity. 
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Tm has dellalstrated the tlex:lbUiq of the •ete1111J• , • .,, •un
challpable• Wan pzo rea. In a NW it Jliarht. seea pointless to at
teapt a det1n1t1on ot the •i...i status• ot the Jews ot Ge1'11&1l1' in 
"fiew ot the Sad principle that "Rar.ht 1st •s dea deutar.hen VoJl! 
tl'Cllllt, Jnrecht - wu 1ba •9!?,at.• (Bight 1• tb&t w1,1oh 1enes the 
Gel'llall people; wronc that wl•Sch iapedes it.) Under that det1n1tion, 
how e11bt a per1a1 not ot •pare• a.men blood cJa1• en7 legal status? 
!'lar't,mmore, it mght be a.rguect that legislation in Ge1'118D1' was not 
onl7 intend84 to provide rules tor the tuture, but even m:01• to 
•lepllse• conc11tioas alreadT created b7 acts ot the lat1oneJ Soc1elist 
Put,. Despite tbeae w17 real objections, a quick 8U1"997 ia possible 
ot the eTol.ution ot anti-Jewish law iD Gex •n7. 

Under ear]1' las1 legislation (l9SS-l9S5) the authoritiea 1191'8 a
powre4 to revoke the c1tiNDSb1p ot Jen naturalized e1ac1 1919. 
Sillaltueoul.7 tbe Jews wre excluded iD pa• t t.N1n ottic1•1 bod11s, 
vn1nra1t11•, aahool.s end ~ prot1ssio11s (la•, joux·111Jiaa end trca 
the •dice] aJ>! dental IJ'eannkessen). A .mperus cJe11en1s •• intro 
clucecl iD ,11 but pr-iul7 schools. The establishment ot a centzel11ed 
Beicbs) 11] t\11"kewr to aob1J 1 • aJ l writers 1114 artists into tbe aer
't'ice ot the Parl\i ,,., state plqecl a Jerp roll in the exclwsion ot 
tbe Jews tre11 eJJ c,1Jtli11J perlNits - at first peuions wre grer,ted 
to oberpc! ottic1•Js, but such p1t111enta 1191'8 B'Jcceasiw]1' cmtaiJed. 

In l9S5, the llurmbeq lan created the categories ot Anpbo1rlger. 
em Bw!:t•r, with tba Jen be11ed trca the latter st•l"l1a ,,.,, ita rights, 
tbereb7 givi.Dg legal 1xp11a81.on to the or1g;lnel p1opam ot the Bat1011el 
Soc1eJ1st Parl\i. 

!be same lan also ettected the legal Ausg] iedertP?& (eecputation.) 
end tbe D1ss1m1l 1•r:,H (diss1111Jet1on.) ot t,he Jen trc-e the Gel'llall 
bodT. St1baequentl7 cw the Jan reprd1.nc Jewish names, the stae•p ot 
the letter •J• on. Jewish pasaeporta, tbe specie] 1dentiticat1on cards 
tor the .Tm end recent]1' the 7ellow badp decree. lloreowr, •JJ 
ripte en.107ed b7 Jewish bod11s •• caeaun1.t1ae wre aboJSabed. 

Tbe l.8pl attack on tbe ecoDOllic position ot the Jen aa steed1J7 
1Dteu1t1.e4 11-t tbq wre practiceJ 17 u11atad tr,: med.1c1m ,J 11 ead 
other proteeeicms, l.8a'f'1.Dg cc1J7 a :restricted 101 bar to serve their '""CW""D 

people. 

Since 1988, the eJJ C1111t l.8pl asealllt upon the Jen, st1JJ in 
econClllic J1f• bee proceeded at a rapid em alaost all-ubracing eceJ1, 
leading t1ne]J7 to the tot•] confiscation of Jewish propert,l'. 

Austria end the SUdeteaJac.A witneaaed the same process, bu.t the 
tempo wu nitter end it •• cmplet1d in a 111icb aborter tm. 

Deepite tbe Jeng,1•p ot the Mun1ch p.tOIJ."'" ot 1920, tbe &eflJeJ aim 
ot the llatio,11] Soc1al1et Pul\i baa alwa;rs bean the ccmplete plo"siceJ 
extend.nation ot the Jews ot Ge11t1•111". TorJq the ranking leaders ot Tb11-d. 
Belch no longer.-- a aecret ot their purpose. It was ude 1Ji.p]1cit,tor •·•wp]•, b7 Dr. Goebbels in a recent issae of Das Re3,ch, u nportell iD 
the lew York Times of lo'f'8aber 1,th, 19'1. 
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Dr.Goebbe~s wrote among other things: •There is no difference a
mong J ewa. Every Jew is tbe sworn enemy of the Ge1-111&n people. 
Every Geruten soldier who falls in tbi s war enters a debt in the 
acco1mt of the Jews. They have him on their consciences and must 
pay for it.• Thus tbe Nazi objective is plain enough, although 

• 

their act11aJ practices are not always reported • 

• Bo precise data is available 1 egarding the number of Jews killed 
in the streets, concentration camps and prisone of tbe Third Reich. 
Nor are there exact figures on the n11mber of Jews sent to concentra
tion camps and the proportion that emerged - us1mJ Jy shattered in 
mind and body. Moreover, it would be quite impossible to reconstruct 
a detailed account of tbe exLent and character of the outrages 
practiced upon tbe Jews since January 30th, 1933, when Adolf Hitler 
became Chancellor • 

• 

Today the Jews are not the only victims of the Nazi regime of 
tenor over Europe, but it might be well to remember that they were 
the first vict1rns. Moreover, although tbe world bas grown callous 
to the details of violence repeated too often to stir indignation, 
it is necessary to remember tbe stages whereby the Jews of Geru,any 
were reduced from tbe status of citizens enjoying eq1wJ rights with 
the general pop11Jation, to the level of impoverished and broken 
pariahs. 

Jews have in fact been outlaws in Ge1°u1&ny since llarch 1933. As 
early as March 27th of that year, the following characteristic ac
co,mt appeared in the Manchester G1m1-dian: •The worst excesses here 
in Berlin occured on March 9th (most of the victims living in the 
Grenadierstrasse). Many Jews were beaten up by Brown Shirts until 
the blood streamed down their heads and faces, and their backs and 
shoulders were bruised. Many fa 1 nted and were left lying in the 
streets and were picked up by friends or passers-by and taken to 
hospitals ••• • 

This excerpt is significant because at the time the Nazis flatly 
denied the •atrocity stories" and maintained that they accorded eq11al 
protection, and tbe benefits of Ge11oan discipline to all the people in 
the·Reich. They have since come a long way from their reticence of 
1933. As they grew more secure in their pol'!er, they became less sen
sitive to public opinion abroad and aets of violence against the 
Jewish population mounted in intensity. 

The pre-l'l&r climax came in the organized pogroms of November 10th 
and llth, 1938, after Grynszpan assassinated vom Rath, an official of 
the Ge.1-u1en Embassy in Paris. In scores of Gex·o,an and Austrian cities, 
simul.taneous large scale arrests were made for the alleged purpose of 
"protecting" the Jews from "the w1-ath of the people". Meanwhile, Jews 
were beaten in the streets, seized and in many cases shot "while 
attempting to escape". The sit1iation was at its worst in Austria and 
in the SudetenJend (occupied a month before under the Munich Pact) then 
in Berlin. The November pogrom a+so extended to Danzig, which had not 
yet been occupied by the Geru,an army. A noted Jewish surgeon of that 
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cit7 was dragged from his house, doused in benzine and bun,ed alive. 

The account of the November pogroms that appeared at the time 
in the Bazi ~e11tsche AJ J gemeipe Zei t1mg speaks for itself: • As in all 
parts or the Reich, in Berlin,too, strong anti-Jewish demonstrations 
took place. In many places, shop windows were broken and the merchan
dise destroyed. Synagogues were set on fire and everything was but11ed. 
The same events took place in the suburbs of Berlin. In Eberwald, the 
synagogue was burned; similarly in lotbus and in Brandenburg • 

• 

•The indignation of the messes against the still existing Jewish 
businesses in Nuremberg turned into a full fledged pogrom. In Essen, 
Dusseldorf, Crefeld end in other places, the synagogues nre still being 
burned down. In Essen the Jewish youth house was burned. In Leipzig 
the synagogue was burned dovm and the textile shops of Bamberger and 
Hertz were also destroyed by fire. In all Jer.ish retail shops the 
windows were broken.• 

To this general picture, the Swiss Neue Z11rcher Zeitung or Novem
ber 14, 1938 added details such as the following: n In Annaburg, a 
Jewish business roon, pursued by his tormentors who were shouting Jude 
Ve.1".L'ecke, ran from one floor to the next until he reached the roof, end 
there he threw himself over the top, and ~as smashed to bits on the 
pavement below. The number of Jemsh suicides is increasing rapidly. 
Entire families are putting an end to their lives.• 

The November pogroms, sts.ged by Sto1·m Troopers and S.S. men 
acting on official orders, without the participation or visible sym
patcy- of the general populace, put an end to the brief period or 
opt1mi sm that bad pervaded certain q11arters following the "peaceful 
solution" of the Sudeten problem at Munich, and jolted the world back 
to the realization that Nazi violence bad not halted its march. 

A foretaste of what was in store for the Jews v:hen v.·ar came, ~-as 
the deportation in a single night in November 1938, of more than 
10,000 Jews to the Polish frontier town of Zbonszyn. Dragged from 
their beds, this &rrtr¥ of men, ~omen and children was herded to the 
railroad depot, packed into freight cars and shi~ped to the Polish 
frontier. Many perished en route end families were dispersed, but to 
the Germans it meant the disposal at one stroke of a large mass of 
Jews. 

In the winter of 1940, a similar mass deportation took place in 
the West, when approximately 10,000 Baden Jews were rol.lllded up and 
sent to Southern France ln the same style. 

Particularly cruel was the expulsion following the Ansch)JJ§§, 
of 400 Jewish families of Burgenland, Austria, where the Jews had been 
living for from five to six centuries. Deported without their belong
ings and without means of subsistence, some escaped to Vienna and others 
to Bratislava, but a group of about seventy remained stranded for more 
than four months aboard an old freighter in a No Man I s I,and between 
Gero,any, Czechoslovak1 a and Hungar,y. 
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Such scenes have since been repeated countless times with ever 
mounting cruelty, and no end ;yet in sight for the victims or the 
Rational Socialist doctrine that the various •interior" peoples of• 
Europe have no special claim to either life or liberty. 

Ecopom1 c Destnastiop 
In an economic sense, the destruction or the Jews or Greater 

Ger111any has alxeedy been completed. "Aryanization" was not carried 
out i111u1edieteq and ever;ywhere, but was shrewdl;r staggered oV'er a 
period or 3eers, taking into account the cbai-acter or each specific 
enterprise. The lazis ca] culated in each case whether tbe partiC\l._-
J ar business was connected w1 th home or foreign markets, and whethe1-
Gera1&ns could be round to manage the business._JU'f'icientl::y, At first, 
the Jews were expelled from the press, the motion picture industry, 
ft"<*fl literature, the liberal professions, the department stores end 
retail tx-ade, because these sel"V'ed primarily the home market and 
there were enough •Aryans• waiting to fill the vacated positions. On 
the other hand, it was some time before the Jews were driven out of 
of the wholesale trade and the fur and textile business, because here 
Jewish connections in the inteniational market were useful end 
necessa ,., • 

As late as 1939, there were still Jews in the fur and textile 
trades. Hor was it mere chance that the two private Jewish banks or 
.llendelsolm end Warburg, with their excellent foreign contacts and 
close ties with the export trade of Hamburg, were the last to be 
arysnized. 

At first the Nazis had proclaimed that their only object was to 
remove the Jewish imprint from the political and cultural life of 
Germen,-, end that they did not intend to apply the Aryan paragraph to 
private enterprise. As a matter or fact, the first legislation based 
on the racial principle (The Public Officials Law or April 7,1933), 
was expressly limited to the holders of public office. The Nazi regime 
chose to move step by step in this field just as in its other major 
domestic and foreign policies, picking off its victims one at a time. 

Toda::, there are no Jewish business enterprises in Ge1-1oony, no 
Jewish lawyers, craftsmen, actors or musicians. A few peysicians and 
lega1 advisors are permitted to serve their fellow Jews, while a 
greatly increased nU1Dber of Jewish social workers try to perfo1-m their 
impossible tasks. For at the present time, half' of the Jews of Ge1-1,l8ny 
and two-thirds of the Jewish pop11lation of' Vienna are dependent upon 
relief'. lfi th the exception of the men11Bl labor wt1ich they perfo1-m 
upon a virt1,ally slave oosis, the Jews have been completely eliminated 
fx·om the economic life or greater Ge1-1osny. 

The following figures furnish an approximate picture of the number 
of Jews in Ge1111&ny and Austria deprived of their means of existence as 
a 1-esu1t of the aryanization policy: 
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4,000 landowners 
25,000 artisans 
10,000 factory owners 

140,000 in trade and commerce 
3,000 in banking 

35,000 in the professions 

In practice, &1")'8nization has amounted to little more than 
confiscation, although some compensation was paid at first. While 
the amo1mt was never c«1u11ensurate with the act,wl value of the 
property taken, it was formerly :possible. to take part of such 
payments out of Ge1·uaan7. The Mosse publishing house in Berlin, tor 
example, received only five million marks in 1933, although the 
Ge1·111en revenue authorities had assessed the property at forty m1JJion 
marks. The owners of the Orenstein and Koppe1 locomotive works 
were paid in Argentine shares worth seven million marks, which was 
between ten and twelve per cent of the value of the enterprise. Ten 
per cent compensation was the average a Jewish owner couid expect, 
but during the past three years it has become impossible to take 
export money from Ger11,any. 

Curiously' enough, the law regarding the aryanization of proper
t;y was not published 1mtil November 1938, although the process had 
been going on for five 7ears. On April 26, 1938 the law requiring 
an inventory of all Jewish property had made its appearance, and in 
this connection the Fra:nk.f)1rter Zej t1mg wx·ote on December 6th of the 
same year:• The inventory of Jewish property bas disclosed land and 
business enterprises totalling 4.8 billion marks of the entire Jer.ish 
property value of 7.8 billion.• 

In Februat")' 1939, it was officially armounced that with the comple
tion oft~ ouster of the Jews from the retail trade, all concerns of a 
co&u,ercial and industrial character which hnd remsined Jel':ish for 
special reasons, would be aryanized in accordance with German economic 
interests. 

It is significant that confiscated Je'1'7ish concerns were not tre.ns
ferred to the"little man• in accordance with repeated National Socialist 
prOJD1 ses but to large fi11bs. The Berlin &pdelsgeseJ J sclmft, one of the 
five greatest banks of Germany, which bad been controlled by Karl 
Fuerstenberg, was banded over to Krupp and the A]lgemejpe Ele][trici
taets G,esel)schsft. At the head of the bank there now stands Herbert 
Goering, brother of ReicbsrnsrcbsJ Hermann Goering. The Warburg Bank 
now belongs to the Honiel Concern. The J ev;ish Department stores, long 
a favorite target of Nazi atte.ck, continue to operate in the bands of 
large •Aryan" firms. Thus the small business men who rallied to the 
Bazi movement because of the promised spoils have not benefited ns they 
had expected from the elirnjnation of the Jews as their economic com
petitors. 
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and tb~ Reactions of 

Because the Jews in Ge111iany bad long regarded themselves as 
an integral part of the life of the country, the repeated shocks 
or tbe successive Nazi drives toward their extermination have been 
severe. At least one-fourth of the 1844 Jews who died in Berlin 
bet,,een September 1939 and March 1940 took their otm lives. Among 
the scores of prominent Gern,an Jews who committed suicide since 
Hitler came were Tucholski, Ernst Toller, Haber and Alsberg. 
Zionists and Orthodox Jews directed their energies toward Palestine 
and succeeded in sending about 10,000,mainJy young men and women, 
to the Je~ish settlements there. Other groups within Germany still 
retained the strength of will to organize the emigration of &]proxi
mately 400,000 Jews to various parts of the world, but as the war 
eng,ilfed Europe, and the Nazi legions moved into Scandinavia, the 
Low Countries and France, many of the Jewish refugees were again 
caught in the maelstrom they had briefly escaped. 

The world as a who1e was slow to react to the anti-Jewish 
drive or the Third Reich, partly because of inadeq11ate knowledge of 
what the Nazis were doing, and partly because they long regarded 
anti-Semitism as an isolated aberration of Nations] Socialism. 
Nonetheless, there were certain po1itica1 reactions which should 
be recorded. 

• 
When Ge1·1oa,v proclaimed an anti-Jewish boycott day on April 1st, 

1933, the American and British press in particular was strong in 
its p1·otests. During the plenary session of Assembly of the League 
of Nations that fall, the Nazi treatment of the Jews came up for 
discussion with Ger1oany still in the League, and the British and 
French delegates spoke 1mequivocal1y against the anti-J'ewish legisla
tion and the race theory. 

Five years later, world opinion reacted strongly against the 
November pogroms. In addition to the protests uttered in the press, 
the pulpits, the radio, and virtually f!Very waJk of 1ife, it is worth 
recelJing the protest of the British House of Commons on November 21st, 
1938 and the recaJJ by the United States of its ambassador to Berlin. 

The P;i:esent Sit1w tj gp 

To present even a fraction of the material regarding the ordeal 
of Geroian Jewry is impossible witb1n the 1imits of this survey. 
Many aspects have not been discussed, such as the prosecution of Jews 
on the charge of polluting the purity of the •Ai·.van" race. Several 
hund1ed Je.rs have been sent to prison and to concentration camps in 
connection with the Nazi-defined crime or Rassenscbapde, whi1e many 
more have been deaJt with in summary fashion on tbis pretext. 

or the 75,000 Jews who were still in Berlin in the early part of 
October, 1941, 30,000 were engaged in forced labor. If the proportion 
holds elsewhere, appro:x1mately 100,000 of the quarter of a million 
remaining Jews of Greater Ger111any are so employed, despit.e the general 
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•ge 18"el. 'fh87 are paid as 1rouilled laborers at the rate ot 75 
ptf'Dnig per hour tor a working da7 or eight hours. Such labor is, 
to ell intents, the onl7 remein1ng means of subsistmce. 

Jews me7 not appear on the street .after 8 o'clock in the ewr1ing. 
!hp use of perks, gardens, libraries, theatres, cinemas, public baths 
and cates is almost totelJ:, denied to tbem. On September lst, 1941, 
the gover1,me11t issued a decree., effective September 15th, requiring 
all Jews or Cheater Gero1en7 over tbe age or six to wear the yellow 
Ster or David on their coats. Thus the laet distinction between the 
Ge1'118D Jew and the ,,a abolisbed. The effect or this decree, 
according to the Berlin conespondent or the Stockholm Socia] Democ
Dlill as repo1-ted in the Bew Iork '1'1mea or October l3tb,1941, was a 
new wave or 200 Jewish suicides in Berl in. The correspondent added 
that a new Bazi decree, ailled to prevent concealment or the ;yellow 
bedge, required tbet the star be worn •over the hearts• or the Jews. 

Accoeepenying tbe renewed drive to ostracize the Jews came a new 
series or harsh decrees. A Berlin dispatch to tbe Bew Iorll: Times on 
October 16th lists some or tbe new reg,tJetionss 

• 1. The Jewish Iulturbund, which prOYided theatrical perrozeeen
ces, concerts and movies for tbe Jewish population, bas bem dissolved 
end its artists sent to work in m1roit1on factories, on roed bi1ilding 
projects and siril er chores. Jews were al I eadJ' be1-red from aJ 1 
cultural institutions available to non-J'ewa. 

• 2. Grocers dealing in vegetables and fruits may not inscribe 
Jews on tbeir cuatomers'lists tor these two kinds of products. For 
soae time betore Jews have been barred from purchasing sweets, con
densed milk and men;y others canned goods. 

• 3. The s311agogues · in Levetzow and M11enehener Streets, which 
remained among the few houses of worship pero,Jtted to the Jews, were 
closed recenti.,, and al] space available inside them filled with straw 
sacks. It is believed the b11:Slding will be used to house large 
umbers of Jews. 

11 4. Some 2.,000 Jewish families living in flats and apartments 
received notice during the past ten days to prepare to leave them. 
Persons receiving such notices we1e forbidden to look for other 
q,wrtera. The;y were told they •ould be assigned quarters when the 
time comea·to move. 

• 5. All Jews receiving the evac,aation notice must fill out an 
inventory or all their possessions., from the piano to collar buttons. 
The;y must fil J out a list entitled "noro,el need of consmer". The 
Jews fear that when they move they will be deprived of evex-~tbing 
exoe_pt those goods listed as •no1·111el needs" tbat include only a bare 
minimum of clothes and personal articles.• 

A Ber~in dispatch that appeared in the New York Times on October 
28th., re·;ealed that Jews "r.'ere being deported on a mass scale from Berlin 

[ 
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Vienna., Prague., the Rhineland and Westphalia to Ea.stern Poland and 
occupied Russia. The Ger111en censorship makes little effort to 
suppress the details, as is evident from the following excerpts from 
the dispatcha 

• The deportees receive several days' warning that they must 
give up their apartments. Thereafter, at any hour of the day or night, 
they may expect the Gestapo or regular police to call for them. 
Their homes, with all inventory, are sealed and declared State property. 

• According to Jewish sources, some refugees are obliged to leave 
behind wedding rings, watches, fountain pens and shaving outfits. 
Most Jews are said to take 100 marks with them. Some said that ninety 
of these marks were required for transportation costs, so they would 
axTive at their destinations with only ten marks. 

• So far as can be ~earned, the uprooted Jews are classified as 
•criminals~ .mdesirable social elements, and owners of catastrophe 
apartments. The latter means apartments suitable for Aryan refugees 
from cities subject to bombings ••• 

• Many suicides are spoken of in Jewish circles.• 

Two days later, on October 30th, the New York Times carried 
another story from Berlin which was even more franks 

• Another train-load of Jews, embarked a score at a time from 
canvas-covered trucks, left a suburban Berlin Freight Yard today for 
somewhere in Polond. Similar train-loads are understood to have been 
departing almost daily from Berlin during the past ten days. 

• Swiftly, efficiently and with as much secrecy as the sit:iation 
pe1101tted, the Ge1·roan Police, truckers and railroad-men assembled 
the human cargo of probably one thousand Jews caught up in the mass 
exodus. Attempts to watch the loading and departure ended 200 yards 
from the train, but from outside the freight-yard it was possible to 
watch the Jews being assembled for the trip. 

• Except for the truck-loads of Jews and the reg,,Jar railroad 
workers, the only persons admitted to the yard were Jews carrying 
special passes. They left the yard in a group shortly before the 
train pulled out, apparently after bidding farewell to the travel
lers - an indication that the group was largely Berlin Jews. 

n Those Jews leaving the yard showed few signs of emotion. One 
was asked whether the train wss made up of passenger or freight cars. 
Casting a quick glance over his shoulder, he said, freight cars- but 
they are f11J 1 of people.• 

Finally, the New York Times of November 2n(i reported tll8.t as a 
result of the recent drive, 201 000 Jews bad already been expelled from 
Ge1•,11any, incl~iding 6,000 from Berlin alone, and that the total would 
have been trlce as great, but for the intervention of the military 
authorities who interceded for 201 000 Jews employed in essential war 



GER-16 

industries or the Reich. 

The deportations, according to the Berlin corres?ondent or the 
Times, were directed largely toward Litzmannstadt, formerly the 
leading Polish textile center or Lodz. •Ir Ge11nao Jews find a 
measure or pit7 or even of sympathy on the part or the ordinary 
non-Tewish Ge1•01ans", w1-ites the Times correspondent, "it is because 
rneny or the latter tin4 the recent anti-Semitic decrees tmnecessa
rily barsh. lhi.le these Ger:nans dare not utter any spoken protests, 
tbey affect an outwaz'Cl show or "apologetic sympathy' in subways and 
public places, eod some even voice this sympathy when they coo safely 
express tbarselves to Jews•. 

/1 
Perhaps the most significant aspect of these dispatches is that 

the Ger111ao censorship pe1111Jts them to pass. Apparently the Reich 
authorities are no longer concerned with the ·attitude of tbe United 
States towards their efforts to remove tha last Jew from Greater 
Ge1·1na:rv and the methods whicli they use to achieve that purpose. For 
having embarked upon a policy of shooting French hostages,executing 
Czech aod Bo1-wegiao civic leaders, dest1-oying Serbian villages as 
retaliation against guerrilla resistance, there is intleed little 
remaining cause for the leaders of the Third Reich to indulge in 
further pretense regarding the fate of their primacy scapegoat ••• the 
surviving Jew in their midst. r 
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B,Nen1en .Tewa trace their origiJl back to tbe earq lliddJe •ges. The 
or1g1na1 8llal.l Jewish co ities in WelJ•chia end lloldavia 119re consider
abq aupented b;r ex:fles f'loa B1,r,ga1.7 daring the 14th centuz), refugees 
troa the SpllJ'lliah Inq,•1 sition (16th centux)) and the f••g1tives traa Polish 
and Ukxe1n1en pogroas (17th centuq). 

J.ttc:· the f'irst World War, Raania (u 1919-1920) 110re then doubled 
its sise e•-1 pov1Je:ticm. 431 eacv nJerged br the annexation ot Bvlpr:fen 
Dobrudja in 1913, the old Regat now beca,,e G1eater Ruaania (RoEni.8 llare) 
b;r the addition ot the Austro-Bw:,garien. provinces of Bukov1na, Trantl"lvan1a 
end part ot Benet a•~ the ee1sw:• ot the Russ1an pzvv1nce ot Besse1el,1&. 

Ia 1912, lb1•enia b•d a poVJ]etion of·about 7,000,000 ot whoa scme 
250,000 (J.S") were Jews. In 1939, the tota1 was more then 19,000,000 with 
a Jewish pop1J•tion ot about 900,000, or alllost five percent. 

The Jew ot the new territories nre ot varied origin and d1ttered in 
their soc1•J e1+a econ.ollic cberacter, as well 88 in their pxcvious politica1 
expo.rience troa the Jns of old Blwenia. Jews of the Hapsburg F<mpire, wbo 
bad bee tho1v,1ghq 1.Dbued with Austrian culture, bad occupied 1,1portant 
positions in industry ••id oo•erce am· en.jc:red a high standa1-d ot living. 
The J'ew of Bessa••abia engaged large11' in agrim•Jture, cl11ng to old t1adi
tions and ware bo111iid to Russian as well 88 their ow11 Yiddish culture. The 
.Tewa of old Blzmania, actiTe in trade, bandicratt and light industiy bad 
taken an 1eiportant part in RWPenim and Jewish cultural dC'f'eloi•1ant - the 
Y1dd1sh theatre, tor example, originated in Rmuan.ia, when in 1878 the first 
was to,1nded by Jbrabam GoJdfaden in Bucba• est. Adolph Stein, la,ver and 
first president ot the Federation of Rmumian J'en (founded at the begin
ning of the pzesent cantui,-) t1•ns]eted the worts of Sbalc:espeare into the 
Rumanim langnage. lloreov er, MJV J'ews ot RJ1men1 en origin who were forced 
to em.grate achieved distinction, as Rabbi Moses Gaster, author ot a st-u\, 
on Blulan1en liteirat1i,1 e, wbo becw a lead1ng figure in tbe Jewish COlmllliiJ' 
ot Lon.dClll. 

The J'ewa ot old lbwania bed liTed tbro,,gh the political experience ot 
alln9'S being regarded as nOJ'l citisens and el1ens in the countiy of their 
b11 th, whereas the Aust10 B'!111garian J'ews bad long enjored full political 
rights. The Joas ot Bessarabia, although subjected to J48lV' restrictions 
vnder Csarist rule, bed experienced a brief period ot de;»cratic J1berv 
under. the Jarensq P1oviai01eel Government (1917). 

COMlposed of so men;,- diverse strains, Rizmanian Jewry bas never known 
that 1c11er cohesion end •11111" which bas, tor exe,eple, cba1'8.cterized its 
co,••e:terpart 1n Po]end. 
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Concmtratect ill ml»m eaten, Raa1en .Tna b&Te torlled tbe 110st 
actiTe md pqgzessiTe el :t ot :the lliddle oless. Developing end otte 
1n1tiat1ng 1..rede, hendicratt end light 1.ndusuy, tm., bete doainated nch 
b1gbq sk1Jled cxatte as watcb .. ek1ng end bookb1nd1ug. The Rueu1en w9d1t 
•st.a w 1n1t1.atect b,r tbe tUICWI .Jewish bent ot lfanaroe BJenc wb1ch 
tienaacted as mch as 40'/. ot the t1neucial bus1.ness ot the count:17. 

The ccmceritrat1on or the Jews in the cities :es clue as m.ch to poli
tical u to ecanald.c reasons. As a -.U trader or artisen, the .Tew aae 
otten compelled to tlee troa the T11Jege beceuse ot p}Vaicel Tiolence at 
the bends ot :Incited peasents or :as driTen out b,r g0t'8l'ml8Dt action. Oil 
the other bend, tbol,seude ot .Tews lett the cowrti:, entirelJ'J batnen 1900-
1914, about 100,000 .Ten em.grated troa BJ1••n1.&. 

In 1920, The Ruen1en au•enment ce1•ri6d out the lmg proaised •sx•a
rien retora wtdch p1•1'J)Ol"ted to abolish the gzeat social ditterencea betwem 
the rich 1 endomers end the gz eat MSS ot 19:poYerished peasants. The devel
opment as a reeolt ot a ]end bourgeoisie gred:11&1.lJ' eJ1w1nated the Jews troa 
the TiJJ•g•a, md Jed to atill greater eoncent1ation :ID urban centers. In 
the cities, on the other bend, the new ltWlen1en aiddle class 1 ende11d the 
.Jewish position pecerioua. 

On the whole, bowffer, tbeir econoaic situ•t1011 durJng the tirS't dec
ade attar the tirst World war -.r be said to beve cor1esponded to the gen
eral atandard ot the co,anti:,. Tbereatter, with the ris:lng anti-Sellitic nve, 
t!Mv nre not m]J' gzed:11•].q ousted troa their positions, but r1neJJ;y lost 
all cbence ot rege1n1ng even prt of their toraer econoaic status. 

Accord1:ng to the census ot 1930 (which lJke alllOst el] BmleD1en statis
tics :ea colored by politicel considerations), the .Tews toteJed 756,930 (4.2') 
out of a population ot 18,053,000. Ot these, 540,846 or aore then two-tb1ads, 
wre cancentratecl in cities. The vast -jor11:J' or the general Baaenian pop11-
lation, an the other bend, liTed in v1Jlage11 (tzua 73 to 871,, depea,djng upon 
the p1ovlnce). 

The occupational distribution ot the Jews in 1930 waa as follows: 4.1~ 
were engaged :ID •gricult,ca, e (as cc p.,red with 73.7'/. of the non-J'ews), 32.~ 
in 1ndusti:, and beud1cratt, 48 • .3% :ID trade and credit (co,upa1 ad with ll • .3% 
end 4.2' respective1J'), 2.~ :ID •transport and co&11111cation• (coapared with 
2.3~). The &l'lllr abso1bed l.~ (2.~ of the non-J'ews); 2. 7'/. ot the .Teas wwe 
engaged in the liberal protessions end :ID public service (3.1% ot the non
.Tews); 7 •• of the Jews were classified ,mder 11otber p,.utessions• (coiupa11d 
with 2.5% ot the non-Jews); more tbsn 80% ot the .Tewa were engaged :ID light 
indi1sti:,, bendicx•tt and tzade. Jewish pea•liicipation in :bldusti:, end band1-
cratt :as proportian•te]J- three tiaes as great as ot tbe non-Jews, wJ,ereas 
in comerce it :as perhaps ten ti.Ms as. high. 
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Tbe d&T'eloi-nt of heav incJ11st17 and the fiooding of tbe aarket 
with foreign pzoducts (in later ;rears -.1D.3" Germn) contributed large~ 
to reduce the importence ot the Jews because tiler gxaduell7 lost their 
place in tbis new develoP19Dt. .Jewish repzesentatives of Ge:r11811 firlls, 
for •x·~ a, wre replaced b,- •pure• Rulle.niana at the req,1est of tbe 
Iasis. At a time when tbe· ccmnt17 showed signs of gene1-aJ recoveq 
(there was v1rt1,eJJ7 no un•pla,r11e11t in 19.36-193'7), the economic condi
tion ot the Jaws took a definite +a,1-n tar the worse. Big Jewish banking 
did not S"Ftive the great depi-ession end the collapse of the llarmaros
Blanc bank in pa1 t1c,1Jar, to which tbe gowernmnt refused to extend •1v1 
assistance, r•iined man;y Jewish bnsiness men. 

In the libezeJ professions the pictu10 was no brighter. OUt of a 
tote] of 6,040 la.vars, about 1,500 were Jewish. In medicine, the Jewish 
percentage wes higher. Of 6,127 pqysician.s, 47. ')'/, were lb1menian., .36.6'/, 
Jewish and l'j.~ belonged to other nationalities. Despite their mi1eher., 
however, roat ot tbe Jewish la,vers end doctors 1'6l"e in a serious econo
mic plight. J>lrsician.s who had studied abroad were now req11i I ed to sub-
111.t to new exe•1nations and could not specialize without gover,,n,ent author
ization. In eve'f:3' field of endeavor., increasing popular an.d official anti
Saitisa llellaced the existence of the Jns. 

•straini Fara Protectie" (foreigners without pi-otection) such has 
been the legal status of the lb1manian J'ewa. The distinctiTe .feature of 
anti-Beaitism in lbimenia has been the perennial refusal to accord citizen-
ship to the Jews although the status and the treatment of the Jews by the 
lh1119nian govermaent bas, tar tbree q11a,•ters of a centw:7, been a matter ot 
intemationaJ concern end was taken up at various inter11aticmal cmf'e1 e,11ces. 
Citizenship was pzv:mised to the J'ews at the Congzess of Berlin in 1878, when 
Rwunia obtained ber independence. That promise was soon broken. By' various 
deczees and devices the government consisten~ managed to bar the W&J' to Jew
ish ema1,cipation. With the exception of about 800 war veterans and a few 
others who were gra11ted n•tur•J ization by a special act of parliament, lb>111eoian 
Jews continued to be •st1•ini• in a count17 where they bad lived for centuries. 

By virb1e ot the llinorities Treav of December 9, 1919, Ri>mania 11ndertook 
to recog111ze as Citizans all persons who resided at the end ot tbe war in both 
the ol.d and the •c11,exed territories. Particular attention was paid to the Jew
ish minori1F and Article 7 of tbe 'l1ea1F specified that "Jews inhabiting •111 
lb1ran1an territor,r• were to be gzanted citizenship, even without i'Gl'PM!l appli
cation. The lbwenien goverc111ent accepted these provisions with reluctance 11u
der the pressure of tbe gzeat powers. Ev'en the participation of .35.,000 Jewish 
soldiers (more than 10% of tbe Jewish population) in the ranks of the Ri1nenian 
&.Zif during the war did not serve to decrease the hostil 1"tiY of the reg1 n,e to
ward the .Tews. 

On Febraa.17 24, 1924, a law was passed •rega.zdinr the acquisition and 
loss ot R,1eenian citizenship• that imposed various restrictions upon the in
habitants of tbe new prvvinces in open violation of the Minorities Tze•v. 
Proof of 1egal. residence was made the basic pierequisite tor obtaining citi-
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zenShip. Faw persons wore able to pi-ocure the neces88.IY doCUll8D.ts and 
even those who did 1161'9 often rejected by otficials on SO.iiG technicali~. 
Despite tbe provision for appeal against ,,,,fayorable decisions to caa
l!issions which functioned ,,,,til 1927, an est1eated twenv to thirlq thou
sand Jews recognized as citizens ,rnder the 1919 definition, lost their 
status though sach dnices. 

Ottic-1aJ •asures were matched by anti-Jewish actions that included 
violence but were wi~ ignored by the authorities. During the twen
ties, there were aJ, eady' anti· Semitic outbrealcs foreshadowing wJ,at was 
to come in Rumen1e as a result of the depression and the advent of Hitler. 

Legal action coupled with bc,-cott movements frequent]¥ l'llined Jewish 
enterprises, while heavy taxes imposed on Jewish business men cm various 
pretexts, drove J!IB'\Y to suicide. The ntaw for the Protection of National 
Laborn or 1934, ostensil>]J' •protecting• Rurnanien citizens by reducing 
toreign workers to a~ quota :ln each enterprise, was actual.l1' inspired 
by the "N1unerus Valachicus'9 ( "Vlach" is an old eynor.o,m for Rumanian). 
Favored by Voida :Voevod, a confixmed opponent of rn1noriv rights and an 
anti-Sem1:t e, the law cperated primari~ agq.inst members or national mi
norities end Jews, because thetr were not Rimanians "by blood". 

Universities r1ere overcrowded in Runk'lllia wliere, incred1h:q eno1J8h, 
the percentage of students in institutions of high learning was higher 
tban in France or :&lgJand. While the n,:nnl>er of na:i-Jawish students 
continued to rise, the total of Jewish students tell by more then 11% in 
a single year. In 1933-1934 the total n11nber of students was 40,903 ot 
who, .. 5, 778 (14.1%) were Jewish. In 1935, the total n11mher increased to 
41,307 "Qut on:q 5,165 (12.5%) were Jewish. A trend was also apparent 
among the .Tews toward ~gricultural and technical studies. In 1934, on]T 
one Jewish student was pursuing agricultural studies, whereas the fol
lowing year there 11Gre 34 or 2.(}% of the total n1mher of students ot 
agriculture. In the technical field, there was en increase during the 
same period from 166 Jewish students (l0.9%) to 3.36 (1.:.5%). Yet the 
search for new economic fields and "re-tra1n1ng• for msnual pursuits 
atforded no solution. Converting a Jewish small trader into an artisan 
served little purpose when gover,1n1ent restrictions end the tmiversal 
boycott made the existence of both classes ot Jews intolerable. 

Subsidized by Germen funds and trained by German cc-1ap1 ssions on 
"lecture" tours, the followers of the inveterate Jew baiter, •Professor" 
Alexend.rll Cuza end members of Corneliu Codreanu' s Iron GTierd spread enti
Se1a1tic propaganda through the length and breadth of Ruman:fa. In 1938, 
some 40 dai:q end 100 week:q p'lpers, the most in•port8llt of which was 
Codreanu' s Porunca Vremii ( Order of the T1 me) , conducted a sy stemetic cam 
paign to incbice the government to 11e>re drastic measures against Jews. 
Plt"sical violence steadi:cy, increased end soon developed into well organized 
pogrorns. The gOV'ernrnent made no effort to stop these activities and some
times encouraged them. At so-called "youth" meetings, Iron Gua1-dists were 
open];y welcomed by- local a.uthori ties and specinl trP..inS were placed at 
the disposal of Cuza1 s followers. 

Ritmenia was still allied at this time to France and Great Britain 
but econollical:J,' the countr.r was becomin.~ ever more dependent on Ge1111e1v 
which swamped her market with goods and with intensified Nazi propagandA 
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to 11r1den1ae 411:led infiuence. The attitude ot the •liberal" Tatarescu 
gove1,11 :-,t towazd the anti-Sellitic activities was perhaps best exeu,p]itied 
b7 the ... ,a,:-~-,s the Prellier gave in 1937 for re.t"us:lng to receive a Jew-
ish delegatian: "To JUalce 11eaningl.ess statell8Dts•., he said, "would be an 
insult to t,he .Tews. To S8iY' 11np1easant things, I ,eaunot., because I aa 
not a c~1firlled anti-Sellite. To say a good word, I must not, because 
it 11:l.ght hara the gcwernment. • 

The Tatarescu gcwernment was defeated :In the elections or Dece;ober 
19.37. The Irm G•ia 1'Cl later lcnowr, as the Totul Pentru. (All for the 
Fatherland) Party had in the meantime ~cq11ired considerable ·influence. 
Because the I1on G11ard was av01Jedl;r pro~azi., ling Carol who moreover 
did not relish pl.qing the role or a puppet, decided to entrust the 
fore,etian of a new govemment to Octavian Goga and Alexandru. CUza, the 
leaders or the Hatianal Christian Parcy and prc-u1nent anti-Semites. 
By' this device, it was possible to ear1y out the Iron Gua!'Cl p1ogza• 
without causing a breach with Paris or London. K1ng Carol's decision 
came as a shock because the Rational Christ.ian Party bad polled on:q 
71, of the vote in the electians. Parliament was prorogued., new elections 
postponed and Goga ruled without constitutional restraints. 

The aost 1,uportant •eesure or the new regime, aimed frBllkll' at the 
el1m1nation of the Jews, was the repudiation of the Rumanian obligation 
11nder the Iii.nor.I.ties Trea~ to grant citizenship to al.l .Tews. This was 
done b;y the special decree of JanuP.ry 21., 19.38. The revision of citizen
ship was can1ed out at tbe expense of the Jews alone and was not confined, 
as in 1924, to the new territories. 111 .Tews were required to furnish 
documenta17 prooi' oi' their claim, With the exception of Jewish veterans 
of the Balkan War of 191.3, 'Whose citizenship had been lega~ recognized 
b7 a special decree or December 30, 1918. 

The shortlived Goga regime {December 28., 19.37 to Febru.a.ry- 10., 19.38) 
marked the beginning ot RiJo,ania I s internal Nazification tht 01Jgh a series 
of decrees eobracing in their agg1egate the "cold• pogro.11 which Ger11an 
Jews bed been enduring since 19.3.3 • .Jewish p}vsic1ans were removed froa 
the Department of Public Health and from the social insurance institutions. 
Doctors and pharalflcists with foreign diplon1as., even though in practice 
since 1919, were obliged to re-establish their rights by' doc11111enta.I7 proof. 
;It deprived oi' citizenship, the,y were automstical.:q barred from practice. 
Professional. bodies, particul.ar:q the Ili'ov Bar Association of Bucharest, 
expelled Jarge n1111bers of their Jewish 11elibers. Those whose citizenship 
wa.s under IeYision, were .fw-thwith suspended and al.though this deoision 
was later pronounced illegal b7 the courts, there was no method of ob
taining xedzess. 

The Icvocatian of licenses held b;y .Jen, to sell alcoholic beverages 
and their exclusion fro• trade in such government ccmtrolled aonopolies 
as oil., salt, tobacco, and matches, af'i'ected the existence oi' some 12.,000 
Jewish f'allilies. Inspectors were dispatched to el 1 enterprises to en
.force the "protection ot 1natianal' Jabar". lewish aplcvers nre co.. 
peJled to dis111ss their Jewish workers on either of two g1011ods, nameq, 
it the eaplcve bed lost his citizenship, in which case he was disbarred 
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as en na1ien11 ; or even if he was a citizen, on "eth:nical" gzoimds, 
because he was not a Jh1man1an "b7 blood11 • Jewish artisans wore re
quired to submit certificate3 troa the guild, of artisans attesting 
to their "ability• to pursue their vocation, wb1Je Jewish Merchants 
and tradesmen bad to prove the nusel'l1Jness and efficiencr" of their 
trade. These provisions encouraged corrupt JhJmanian officials to 
blacJnnaU Jews who were allowed to continue with their work. 

Local prefects .frequentl.T acted on their own acco11nt to add special 
clauses to official decrees. In Buk.ovina, Jews were forced to bop 
open their stores on the Sabbath, while in • erv cities rit11aJ slaught
ering was forbidden. In the Bessarabian city of' Ismail, Jews wore 
.forced to shovel snow when 11nable to ps.r arbitrarlll' imposed .fines. 
Ouzist "Lancers" and Ircm Guardists instituted a reign of terror. 
Driving at tull speed through the narrow alleys of Bucharest• s Ghetto, 
ther hlirled rocks through shop windows and ran down pedestrians. Jew
ish la11Ters ware beaten in Jas~ and other cities and were pzevented 
from entering the courts. At the Universiw of Bucharest, Jewish 
students were beaten by Riimen1en classmates, while thougbout the vil-

• 

lages, anti-Semitic riots drove thousands o.f Jews to the alreaqy over-
crowded ghettos of the cities. 

The Jhi•anian poller evoked international protest, and a petition or 
the World Jewish Congress brought the proble11 of citizenship 1evision 
before the League of Nations by providing a vivid picture of what the 
execution of the Goga decrees would mean to RIJmanian Jewry. 

ling Carol, tear.f.'u.J. of 11011nting Nazi infiuence, and :I ;pzossed by the 
representaticns of' the Le!l.gue 0£ Nations and the French and British 
111.nisters in BucbP.rest, decided to dismiss the cabinet after it had 
been in o.ffice £or torv-tive d.-s. The brief Goga exper111ent bad to
taJl;r disrupted Bt1mania I s econoqr. Clearly, it was necessary to proceed 
with greater ca:i1tion. Two weeks ai'ter the fall of Gog&, Carol proclailled 
hiJNself dictator and Miron Christea, Patriarch of' the Creek Orthodox 
Church., was appointed Premier. All political parties wore dissolved and 
the liberal constitution was abolished. '?he new constitution (Febriia11 
'2:7, 1938) gave all legislative power to the king, BIB.de the Cabinet res
ponsible to bim alone and provided for an authoritarian reg1me based on 
the Fascist pattern of corporate representation. 

In 'November 1938, Codreanu, the leader of the Iron G11a1"Ci was shot 
•while tiying to escape" and the following month the Front of National 
Renaissance was established as the o~ Authorized political parcy • 
The new authoritarian regime stirred hopes among some Jews that the 
era of persecution had come to an end, particularl.T because the Iron 
G11s1'd see111ed to bave fallen into disgrace, and the Premier, in his open
ing speech, had prc-o1sed equal ri5hts to aJl. But he soon anno11nced 
his adh~ence to the previous policr with regard to the Jews. The cit
izenship revision procedure continuP.d throughout the succeeding yeer. 
On November 24, 1939 the llinist:ry of Justice revealed that 203,42, cases, 
involving 617,396 persons, bad thus far been examined. Of these, 392,174 
individuals had been pet"mitted to retain their citizenship, while 225,222 
(36.7%) had lost it. To t.~e latter figure, were added an additional 
44,848 not registered in the local lists. About 30,000 had lost their 
citizenship in 1924. In. all, therefore, close to 300,000 Ri1m~nian Jews 
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In Ja1R1•!7 1939, Parliament was superseded b,r a G1and C011r1cil. 
M1, on Christea remained P1emier until his death in March of that year. 
His successor, Calinescu, was shot b,r Iron Guardiats in October, a 
month after the outbreak of World War II. The Ircn G11a1-d again lifted 
its head end Ger11e1v acquired steadi.J¥ increasing control CJV'er the pal
itical life as well as the eConOlf' of Rl1mania. Cal 1nescu was succeeded 
b,r Argentoianu who gave wv to a new Tatarescu cabinet which remeined in 
power tzua lfOY8ilber 19.39 until JW1' 1940. The appointaent or Tatarescu, 
whose pro-J:i1ench ST11P1thies were well known, was characteristic of the 
vacillating poliqy of the king. Having concluded a large scale trade 
agreement rith Ge111e1, in April 19.39 he tried nonetheless to retain the 
friendship ot France and Great Britain. In llarch 1940, however, he was 
obliged to again legalize the Iron Guard and the Pront ot National 
Bena.issance becaae the •Part, of the Natt;on." Tatarescu was disaissed 
end Iron Guard leader Ion Gigurtu became Premier in J'uq 1940. 

Gigarta o~ proclamd his intention to join Bitler' s "Iew Oz-der" 
and that ftallenia would henceforth follow the "new orientation of Europe•. 
The Gigurtu regim and the close rapproch•ent with Ge1nee1,.y saw the dis
r,eberment of Rumania and a series of new anti-Semitic laws. 

On Juq 1940 tbere began a wave or killings and local pogrou. Forty
J'ews were said to have bean JriJJed :ln the city of Dorohoi, and 600 per
sons (110st of them presorah~ Jews) in Galati. Widespread disturbances 
aarked b,r nrder and looting contin12ed throughout the year, reaching their 
climax in Jarn,aX7 1941. 

On August 10, 1940, a special statute defined who was Jewish and 
divided aJJ Jews into three cl.asses. According to this law, a person 
with a •Christian mother whose father is of the Mosaic religion" was 
deemed to be a Jew. The statute did not accept the Nazi race principle 
in its entirety. A subsequent decree, however, prohibited 1ee1•riage be
twee1• persons of Rumanian "blood" and Jews. Accol-ding to the division 
into three classes, Jews who cuee to R11mania ai'ter Decelli>er .30, 1918, be
longed to tbe "first categoX7"; those who had been naturalized through 
special law or by legal dispensaticm before December .30, 1918., and those 
al,o had fought in the •1t'81"s of Rumania tor Ruman1a" and their dependents, 
belonged to the second, end were soaewleat more privileged. Jews who fit 
neither of these two descript;icns, belonged to the third catego17. A 
COllll<>n characteristic of the zeli>ers or all three categories was that thEtV" 
could not possess or acq11ire land (Jews were excluded from political life 
in 19.38). In other respects, the Jews of the second eatego17 were prom 
ised that their 11lega.l:q, acquired" rights would be maintained. The statute 
contained a list of odcupations and professions not open to Jews of the 
first or th:I x-d catego17 such as Public office or azv Hnd, notaries, laa 
7ers and• all other professions which "by their nature are direct~ con
nected with piblic authorities." Furthermore Jews were not per111Jtted to 
be tDeJDbers or edm1oistrative boards ot public or private enterprises; to 
engage in c rce in the rural COi 1111,uities. Other prOV'isions gave legal 
sanctions to measures al.read,y c~rried out in part. 

Further decrees enacted in August, September and October 1:-,i40, elim
jnated the Jewe troa all the professions and occupations where they had 
still succeeded in maintaining themselves. Thus 1,154 Jewish lawyers who 
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had ta1led to pxesent docrumer,ts x•eq111red to prove that they belonged to 
the second catego17, were disban•ed by decree. At the same t1me, seventeen 
members ot tbe jucliciary and .four ottic1aJs or the ll:Jn1 st17 or Agriculture 
were also dism1ssed. Jewish journalists were no longer allowed to work 
on other tban Yiddish newspapers, while the suppression or the latter made 
it impossible tor tbea to continue their profession even in this restricted 
field. S1:w1]ar~, Jewish actors were forbidden to appear &\)'where except 
on the Yiddish stage. 

A decree of August .31, 1940, introduced new regulations for Jewish 
ch1Jdren hitherto 11naftected by anti-Sa:Jtic legislation. None but the 
cb:Jldren of second categ017 Jews were to be admitted to public schools N>d 
even thE!V' m]y if •space peraitted•, aft:er all Christian pupils bad been 
registered. For the others., elementa17 schools were to be provided by 
the Jewish communities. Children or first and second catego17 parents 
were st1J] to be acluiitted to high schools and colleges but the combined 
total or Jewish students of all categories was not to exceed 6% of the 
entire student boo.r. In llarch 1941, these •concessive• laws were abolished 
and all Jewish students without exception, were excluded from all RJtJDBnian 
schools. 

The dissolution ot political g1-oups had abolished the representative 
Jewish bodies. Under Goga, Jewish religious institutions bad alreadr been 
denied the state subvention to which they were entitled in co,a,oon with a]] 
rellgi011s gxuups. The 'llithdrawa] or the subsi<\v was now legal~ confirmed 
by the Gigurtu Government. This reduced to a m:Jnipnm the spiritual and 
cultural 11.fe or the Je~sh co;&11roities and religious organizations, to 
which tbe Jews were forced to conf.:Jne themselves because of their exclusion 
.trom the general social and cultural life of the co11nt17. 

The te]] ot France removed the last important barrier which st1JJ 
stood in the w...y of Hitler's attempted reorganization of Europe. Witb1n 
a tew months., Rt,mania despite her friendship with Ge1•111a1v lost the major 
part. of her annexed provinces. In J\(cy', R,1ssia occupied Bessarabia and 
Norther Bukovina bringing from 275 to .300,000 Bessarabian Jews and about 
50,000 Jews from Bukovina under Soviet rule. In August, H1mgaxy regained 
a g1-eat pax t. or Transylvania, bringing about 150,000 Jews back to tbe old 
"fatherland". Hungary I s occupation was confir111ed by the Conference or 
Vienna (ending Septelllber 1, 1940} which also authorized the occupation or 
Southern Dobrudja (4,000 Jews} by Bulgaria. 

Growing disarrecticm among the people because or the surrender of 
these territories without resistance, increasing agitation by the Iron 
Gt,a,'d and strong Nazi-pressure, 11nde1"11ined the position of ling Carol. 
The Jews were also held responsible as "pro-Bolshevik" and •anti-Rumanian• 
agitators. The sit11ation became tense. Rumanian troops withdrew from 
the S1Jrrendered territories and bands of I1u1 G1,ardsmen raided vi] J ages 
and cities, breaking into the homes of Jews, beating some and dragging 
others to barracks to be tortured. On September 5, the veteran Iron 
Guardist and pro-G&rNian, General Ion Antonescu was appointed the new 
Premier. The following day King Carol abdicated in favor or his son 
llibai. The latter to al] intents surrendered his prerogatives to General 
Antonescu. 
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The new dictator appointed Horia S1ma, the noted Iron G11a1-d. leader 
and friend ot the late Codreanu as his vice-premier. In .November, 
Heinrich H11e1uJer, the chief of the Gestapo, came to Romania and persona}l;r 
directed the expropriatiOD •asures against the Jews. On November 23, • 
1940, Rwlania official};, became a member of the Axis. 

Dissension betwean Antonescu and Horia Silla soon led to npen 1cvolt. 
The first gzeat uprising occurred in Rovellber wher, a sectiOD of the 
Iro,, Guaid opposed to Antonescu•s intillate 11nk with the Germans revolted 
aga1nst the virtual occupation of 1bUMn1a by the Reichswehr. Assured of 
Nazi support, Antonescu f'1nal J;r succeeded in restoring order. The result 
ot this 1evolt was reported to bate been the killing of about 6oO Jews; 
200 in the city ot Ploesti alone. tJnre st continued during Dece11her and 
finall;r led on Jar111a1y 21, 1941, to a five dq pog1oa which overshadowed 
the worst Ukrainian pogrc-,s of the Pettura era. 

The aost horrible episode of these killings, the "kosher butchery" 
of 200 Jews in the 11111111 cipal al.aughterhouse ot Buchar est b;r Iron GtJa c d 
legiom,a1 A as, was described in • letter (published in the Rew York Post 
on Febiuary 19, 1941) which the Mther of a slain I1on Guardist w1vte to 
the editor of Porunca Vrellii the I1011 Guat-d. newspaper: "I went to the 
slaugbterhouee. What I- saw there, I shall not forget the rest of IV life. 
I saw miman beings m111g up like an1mals. I saw a little girl, five ;rears 
old wt,o was suspended b;t her feet trom the hooks wl1ere the calves are 
hung. Her entire bogy was smeared with blood. I rSJl away at the sight 
••• went to the mrgue ••• h,1ndreds and h11ndreds of dead who no longer re
se11i>led lnunan beings. I saw men whose tongues had been torn out. I saw 
woaen•s bodies tom to pieces. I saw children whose corpses were si:mashed 
beyond recognition." 

The official acco11nt pl.aced the number slain at 2.36 of whom 1.30 
were said to be Jews. 254 were said to have been w011nded, of whoa 20 
were Jews. Howev-er, the "kosher butchery" that -l)()ftsttvus par* ot the 
Jewish Shehita by cut.ting the throats of Jews, and the shooting of 160 
Jewish officials, w011ld alone tar exceed the official figures. The 1rn
otficial estimate is that f1va 4,000 to 6,000 persons were k1Jled in 
Bucharest alone and 10,000 throughout the country during the 1evolt. 
Ot the Bucharest victims, at leaat 1,000 were Jewish. Damage said to 
have been suffered by 1,500 Jewish tam.lies was placed at aore than 
.350,000,000 lei (about $1, 750,000). Tbe 1avolt was f1nalJ;r crushed by 
Antonescu• s forces with Ge111tftn m1litary assistance and the pogrom ended. 
Boria S1v fled and Antonescu, as sole dictator, intensified the polio, 
inaugurated by t!Je late Octav1sn Goga. The anti-Semetic historian, 
Professor Jorga had been killed during the revolt. ~ Professor Cuza 
who was now over eighty I survived to witness the complete f'ult1J]m'91lt 
ot his an.ti-Se, etic program, but with the Ge1'11ans in the saddle. 

With R12renia in the Axis, Jewish life was doomed to 1novitabie, 
albeit •disciplined", extinction. Jn 9V'er greater percentage of the 
roughq 450,000 Jews who live in "new" Rizrenia (according to the census 
of April 6, 1941, a co1rntry of 1.3,49.3,000 with .302,000 Jews), must re];, 
on f!Jnds troa abroad and the aid ot kinsmen who still have 11m1ted means. 
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The Boss war br«•ght new barclab1pa to the Jen ot Rwumia 
(1Dcz-1ased in mlllber <++ce aore with tbe re-occupation ot Be1sarabia and 
•orLbem Bu1Lov1na b;r Ger-.n and Rlman1au forces). five h11r1d1 ad we:xe said 
to bate been ·executed a• •comun1sts• in the civ ot JaB!V' alone soon 
after tbe Geraan attack began a•,d b.r .Ang11st 10,000 ware said to hate bem 
killed. Ia Jnge•st too, the first ghetto aes established in lishenev, 
Bessarabia. 111 Jewish 11811 ti:oa 18 to SO 7eara of age bave been drafted 
tor torced 1 ebor. Tbeir daiq food raticm is one eighth ot tbat provided 
tor a Bn•enilUl soldier. 

In Septlllber, the. 30,000 .Jews of Cernovits •re ordered into a ghetto. 
ID October, c1otbes and linen belonging to Jen were ccmtiscated end turn
ed OV"er to the ~. .Tews ot Bucharest mst now do their shopping and wr- . 
teting in oDe hour, (11 .A.M. to noon) on week dqs, under a decree issaed 
b.r the CitT c011ncil. On St1nd'V' s and holidays tbetr are allowed to ll8ke 
their purchases between 9 and 10 A..M., but o~ "after file Rumanian popi
laticm baa satistied its needs•, according to an otricial Ge111iau nen dis
patch ot BOf'ellber 11 which added that storekeepers who did not c~ with 
these regulations and sex'ted to .Jews at other hours, would be sent to con
cn.traticm. caaps. Last but not last, it bas been reported that the !a
w llarenberg laws are now to be 1 retrucJuced in Rt,a,au1 a. 

Another blooc\, pogrom was reported to have taken place during Russo
R•1 anian fighting in Bessarabia. 'fhe muaber ot Jewish victilla is as 7et 
not mo•. 

11n, est ,,,.~stionab'.q exists in RPlliania. The Gestapo is now aore 
active in that co11r1t.17 than arvwhere except in the Reich itselt and in 
occapied France because of growing disorders and discontent aaong the 
people end the Iron Gua,..,1sts. The large losses saf'tered b.r the Rumanian 
anr in the Russian campaign have served to !an the spirit of rebellion. 
On the other band, the so-called •P.tee Rmlenian" aovements were £01-er:q 
ot rather dubious character 1uamuch as their J aeders, such as Virgil • !ilea, the sponsor ot the anti-Seaitic •Buaera.s Valacbicus•, were •·ij'th1ng 
but trustwortl\9' oppr,t s ert.s of the •Rew Order•. Organization on a new 
basis ..,. now be possible as the result ot the recent arrival in this 
countx:r ot deaocratic Charles Dsv11a, fol'ller R1Jmsn1an llinister to the 
U11ited States who bas pledged tall rights tar the Jews in a liberated 
Ruaenia. 
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There are reason~ for suppos~ that Jews were •J1eady settled 
in H11na.ary under the Boman emperors, but the first historical reference 
to their presence occurs only at about 960 C.E. in a ·1etter addressed 
to King Joseph of' the Cbazars by Hasd.ai ibn Sb•z·put, the Jewish AtateR
man of Codova. Subseauent records tell of J arge-sceJ e JewiRh 11111111 gra
tionl'I in the llth century from Bobemi a, Moravia and Gal 1 cia. !'ollowinR" 
a succeRaion ot exp11l Aions, persecutionA and re adm1 ssions, the ""ndi
tion of' the JewA was e1eat].y. improved under Ferdinand the Fif"th, in the 
middle of the 18th century, and they were Prent.ad co11plete political eman
cipation in 1867. In 1896 the Jewish relieion was accorded lep;al reco~
nition am theucetorwai-d JewA heeame increasiul.y actift in the politi
cal, industrial, scientific a,n· artietie life of the country. 

Full political and eivil risrhts nre further eu.ara.nteed to 
aJJ sub.iects of the co11ntry by the minority provisions of the Trea~ of 
Trianon, June 4, 1920. 

• 

Statistical data 

Accoz-d1.nP' to the eensus or December, 19&>, Bm,eary•s pqpt1lation 
nimbered 8,638,319, sod lier tenitory •asured 35,9ll 8Q11a10 m1.les. Accor
d·Jng to the S8l8 ceuaws, the Jews o:£ BlJDRar:t mzmbered 444,567 or 5.1~ 
ot the total pop,1Jation. The ceJ\A1JB of' 1920, however, showed that the 
Jen munbered 473,345, or 5.9', thus ind1 catine a decrease durine tbe in
tervenine period ot 28,788 or 6.1~, as aira1nst an increase in tbe eonezal 
population, during the ea.ma period, ot 8.7~. Althou.eh the Jen111h popula
tion prerlouA]y showed an increase, a considerable decline obtained as 
indicated in the tollowine table: 

Year 

1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 (estiJlated) 

471,355 
47S~S4S 
,44,567 
,20.000 

Percentage 

· Three factor111 responsible for the decreaae in Jewish pop1letion 
ares decline in birtb1°ate, conwrsion, a,_, 1e1R1at1011. 

Betwen 19Sl ,,..,_ l9SS there wre l,S24 aore deatha then births. 
Since 193& there bee been a further d1-op in the birth rate. A stril:in• 
instance of tb1 s is attorded b7 tbe l e1°l'e Jensh ecmmnit7 ot B1adapeRt 
where, in 19&> 80P8 204, S71 or 4.7 .es ot B1mnr:l en Jen nre concentrated~ 
coristitutine 20 •• ot tbe tote] popi1Jation ot tb1s cit7. Aeco,zdin• to 
the B1.Sepeet lluicipal Statistics Bureau, dvln• tbe first belt ot 1940, 
there nre 011]7 4.2] births as •111nst 1,818 death• aa011« the J••· 
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The n11etber ot COllV8rtS dm:·1.M the period 19Sl-19SS 8hl(IIJnts to 
S , 765 persons. It is reliably estimated that this number bas been 
a~ hast trebled durirur the last tive years as a result ot anti
.Tewish •asures. 

!'inell7, no less than 31,044 Jew"' emie1ated durine the decade 
~roa 1920 to 19SO. On the other band, recent ter1•itorial cbanees 
ha'f8 elmo11t doubled the mmber ot Jews llrlne in the comit17. By 
the Vienn• decision ot November, 1938, wbich ceded perts et Slo
vek1a, a further 81,720 wre added; the en1axation ot the Ca.rpe
tho-Ulcraine added 105.000 Jews; the cession ot Transylvania b;r 
llwnia to Hune9.17 in September, 1940, auemnted the latter Jewish 
pop,l ation b7 148, 649; 8J'l.d fi ual ly the o~cupation ot the Banat and 
the Bacska regions trom I~oslavia has eiftn HunP.&17' jurisdiction 
over appro::dmatel,7 20.000 more Jews. 

Eeon011ic Structure 

In the nineteenth centUI'Y' the industrialization ot the countr;y 
was lett b7 the v.reat maer•etes to the JewA. The latter, it bas 
been conceded, b111lt xa1l1-oads and factories, thus provid1nv emploJr
ment tor nmltit1Jdes ot you.'l'le peaeants, driven troa the land throwrh 
inab1l11:J' to obta1n hold1uvs on the jealousl,7 IN8rded eetates of the 
aristocraq. 

After the War, the 1nabiliey of Hunearian youth to enter the 
Iaperial service end the rise ot the ChriRtian middle class inten
sified the econc-+1 c as •ll as the poll ti cal str.lR'gle. 

Tbe decl1:ne in the n11mber of Jews llv1nP in Hunvar;r in the post
war period was en 1nd1t-.ation that a Rtad1,al pro~AS ot econo+1r. ex
tel'IMination was in operation. Government 1 l'l tisrures, published in 
April,1938, show that in 1930 Jewish lawyers conAtituted 34.~, as 
co1ep,xed with 49.2% in 1920. In the medical profession the JewiAh 
ratio was 54.5~, a decline ot 10% sinr.e 1920. In transportation 
Jews constituted 7 .3~ in 1935, as compared with 14.SC in 1900. In 
Journall• tbe7 decreaaed tro11 49.2% to 35.3%. In acholarship the 
Jewit11h ratio tell from 27.~ in 1920 to 24.~ in 19SO, and emone 
editors and journalists 1'10111 !14.M to Sl.~. In the arts the JewiAh 
ratio in 1930 was as follows: pe1ntine, 17.7~; sculpture, 8.3~J 
sineers, 27.l~; ccmposers, 28.9'; actors, 24.l.(. In Goftrnment 
service Jews constituted no aore t~en •.SS in the loeaJ end national 
legislative bodies and a •re l.7% in the edm1a1strative ottiees. 
TaJdne the liberal professions toeether, the Jewish ratio in 19SO wae 
11.S'.C, which cor:xes'DOnds almost e..l'.actl,7 to the proportion ot Jews in 
the urban pop,lation. Amone een11eJ workers tbs Jew1Ah ratio AS as 
follows: turriers, 20.s~; tailors 15.S~; printers, lS.5~; 'huerA, 
ll.~; butchers, 7 .~; bairdressers, 5,1~; ehoeeakers, 4~; metal 
workers, 2,1~. Amone 1nchpendent traders, in genexel, J'ewA con111titu
ted 5 •• , but the ara1nt,1117 811pl07ed Jew"' in thiA field amoun~.ed to ..... ~ 
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Econo-uic discrimination against the Jews, inspired mainly by 
£ear ot coerpetition, •s especiaJJy prono111Jced in i1Jdustrial end 
workers• orcran1 zations, while a n1nnber of new enterprises were ~ub
s:ldized either who~ or part.17 by the State, tor the e:x:preRs pur
pose ot displacing Jews. Thus, in the erain il'ldui:;tr,y, a purchasine 
concern eel Jed FO'I·URA, e'3tal?lished soi,:., years ago with government 
ai.d, meneeed in a short while to gain a monopoly of eJJ buyin~ and 
exporti."11! tlirouehout the countr,y, completely eliminatine Jewil'lh 
dealers. 

S1mi]ar]y, the semi-official Con~1:uners' Cooperative, RANGY.A. 
(Ant), which maintained hrenches throu~hout the country, 'contrived, 
by sycttematic cuttizur ot prices and promotion of b<>7cotts, to drive 
Jewish tradesmen t1-o•· the v!lJans and fa1-ming commu.'l'lities • 

• 

Anti-Jewish Lee'islation 

The appointment ot Dr. Kolornon Daranyi to tbe Premiership on 
October 10, 1936, tollowim! the death of Goemboes, led many to be
lieve that the campa.it1:1 81'.ainst anti-Selli tism would be prosecuted 
with tull vi~or, especial Jy since Daranyi had decl e -ed tb•t H11np-ar,y1 s 
tuture policy 11USt be one ot tole1ance to the Jews and ot strong 
opposition to the Razis. ReTertheless, on April 7, 1938, the new 
Premier introduced the first •Jew Law", (aubseouentl.y adopted b7 the 
Lower House ot Parliament on llq 13, 1939, by a vote of 123 to 7) , 
u.l'lder the na111e, "Goverrement Law tor the llore Efficient Proter.tion of 
Economic and Social Balance•. The bi 11 was passed by the Senate on 
May 24, and, in violation ot the HUM"arian Constitution and of the 
Treaty of Trianon, it was conseauentJ.y enacted by executive order. 
It provided tor the e1-ad11aJ el1minetion ot JewA iD the followlnir 
manner: within the nert five years commercial, iJJd:ustrial and bank
in« establishMnts wore to restrict the share of Jewish employees to 
20% ot the pq-roll, wt,iJe the text.1Je industr,y alone was to be al
lowod ten years to do likewise. In tbe arts aJJd profei:tsion9 the pro
cess was to last but one year. Cbambers wore to be establiBhed for 
ph;v'sicians, laWY'ers, e~ineers, tbe p1ess, ·i:,he theatre and film 
production, in which Jewish •Dlbership was to be restricted to ~. 
The law even restricted tbs n1miber of Jew"' to be employed by JewiAh 
firms. Their c<x·ibined salaries wre not to exceed 20% of the tote] 
pay-roll, iDcltJding bon11ses end other forms ot reJlUDeration. The 
bill, passed by the Lower ho,ase, applies also to JewA converted to 
Christianity since .A.ueust 1, 1919, exemptinp; only war veterans and 
their children. Finally, it calls for a revision ot the citizenship 
ot al J Jews natural 1 zed since 191.4. 

The movirw spirit behind the first anti-JewiRh law, Dare-GYi, 
resismed imteediate]y e.t'ter it had been passed, its execution beinP. 
left to Dr. Bela Im, edy. Iro!'l-1caJ 1 y enoueh, howowr, the latter 
was found guilty of haviIUP: a Jewish erandmother and a Jewish P.1eat-
11andfatber end 11&.s therefore declared 11nfit to rule. It was Imredy 
who conceiTed the second, more cruelly rigor011s Jew law, in turn leav
ing its application to his successor, Tele)c;r. 
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In December, 1938, the dratt ot the second anti-Jew law was 
i.ntroduced, and on lla;yS,1939 it RS passed, against severe oppo
s1. tion. 'fbe head ot tbe Catholic hierarclU in HW1P.a17 nrried 
against the introduction ot racial provisions, while Count Qyula 
Jtaro~i resinied the pzesidenq ot the Senate, in protest against 
these d1scr1m1natoey laws. 

The law 1••posed the following restrictions: a quota of' 
6~ tor JewA in the llbezaJ professions and cu.l.t1UaJ pur!'!Uits; 
a auota ot 12-l in private, c rcial and industrial enterprises; 
di.scharge f'ro• aJJ civil. service positioru,, and :trom responsible 
positions in the press, theatre and cinemaJ cancellation of' a]J 
citizenship papers issued to Jews naturalized after July 1, 1914; 
goverrccFtent arrangements tor migration of' Jews; expropriation of' 
Jewish Jarn holdings and az-1&n!Zements to t1ansf'er Jewish eapiteJ J 
these provil!lions were to be enforced within a five-year period, 
With the exception of' elimination trom the press, theatre and 
cinema, which RS to be cwpleted by the end ot 1939. 

Tbe Govel"'Dll9nt is at present proceedinv r11thless1Y with the 
entorce•nt ot the "Jew-Law" and is systematical J7 oustine aJ J 
.Taus traa their aconomi c positions. ilthowrh the law was supposed 
to eo into effect gradually, a report published in Awru.Bt, 1939, 
b7 the Union ot Induatr1a)ists in Budapest disclosed that 24,000 
persons had •Jieady been deprived of' their positions. 

The J:ttect ot the •Jew Law" 

At the tiM ot the prom,Jgation of' the tirst enti-Jewieh law, 
it was estimated that out ot 2,800 Jewish doctors, on:ly 1,600 would 
be aJJowed to practice; ot 2,700 la,r.rers 01117 1,100 woi,Jd be pazecit
ted to cont1rn• and out of 480 editors and Journalists onl1' 300 
would be eJJond to retain their eaploymant. The same holds true 
tor J'ewish musicians end actors. Altonther near~ 6,000 Jewish fami
lies, wJc1ch gained their livelihood in the professions will be lett 
without income. When w add to these the aasiste11ts end otf'ice woz 
bra eapJ ayed b7 the professions, w me;y conclude that about 25 ,000 
to S0,000 Jews 1lill be attected b7 the new deczee. Still more tra,:1.c 
is the .fate of those emplayed in c rce and i nd:astrr. learl.7 ha) f 
ot the 52,000 Jews engaged in these caJJings will remain without emplay
•nt ,,_, the decree will thus affect between 60 end 70 thousand persona 
in B,rn!&l"Y proper. Somewt••t ceore favorable are tlJe prospects tor JewA 
in heav.r industrr, where they origins) Jy n1nbered not aore than ~, 
but even there the sit,,ation was w17 critical in the sceaJJer Jewish 
shops, acme ot wl1ich bed onl7 Jewish employ-ees. In short, it is an 
•opt1111at1c• estimate made b7 the B1Jdapest Jewish Cowm1nit7 in June, 
1940, stating that about 40% of H,me,&17 1 s Je117 have been attected b;r 
the second •Jew-La..-. This •aut that out of' the pzesent population -ot about eoo,ooo, about s20,ooo, breadwillners ,,.,, their dependents, 
wonJ d be deprived ot an:r k1 uA ot 11 veJ i h09d. 
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Owr 4S,OOO Jen wre tried dur1ng tba past Year tor violation 
ot the anti-Jewish lan, it •s rewaJed on Febr,1117 2, 19fJ. Onl7 
400, honver, '19re sent to prison, the rest being tined to an am-:,unt 
totall1ng 9,000.000 peURoes. 

On July s, 1940, De"PUtY Hubq, perllamentar'/ leader of t.'lie Hun
ear1an lazi per•t,y, introduced a bill more drastic in su11e respects 
then the Ge1111an lan. This provided t.bat Jews be sel?1"8gated in spe
c1el re1Jroed cars, be forbidden to drift automobiles, become m1d-
wiws, hoist the H nag, b-ey trClll peasants or sign legal do-
CUJ118nts. In 01:.der to"restrict the propagation of Jews" in H1U1eary, 
the b1JJ also provided that only the eldest sons and daughters ot 
Jewish tam1l 1es may aarr,y. It laid down further that non-Jewish Mn 
who max-:, Jewish wamen wo11Jd henceforth be classed as Jews. Jews with 
•H11ngar1en tam11Y D8Dl8s• wo••ld be reauired to change the• to "Hebrew• 
nws. Jews would be pe11aJtted to buy, sell or read only books wx·it
ten in Hebrew or Yidd1sh. Ro foreign Jews w011Jd be given visas to en
ter the co1rnt1"7. Jews wo,1Jd not be pexu•Jtted to empl07 Gentile WOMn 
lmder the ap ot torl,y'. Al J business establishaents eu.ployine one or 
more Jews would be classed as Jewish enterprises. 

lleD1' J Jberal Mmbers ot Parliament strongly' opposed the Nazi 
proposal and C<bstructed ettorts to obtain en 1 o-, ediate decision. '.rhe 
House of Deputies on July 2, 1941., voted a bill to •prote~t the llaqar 
race• by prohibiting inter-merrJap. The bill, however, was rejected 
b:, the Upper Ho11ee, ch1etly as a re81Jlt ot the open objection by 
Ca.ru1nel Serecli, PrJmate ot a,,nn..r-y. 

AnD828d Territories 

a) Ca.rpatho-Ruthen1a and Upper Hungary, Powrt7 is peat aaorrg the 
185 ,ooo Jews in the pt ov I nces ot Rut.heme and Upper B1mea.t7 , wh1 ch 
were annexed by Hungary after the diamembenent ot Czeeho-Slovak1e in 
March 19259. In the dqs before tb1 s destruction 'b7 its cowtoue neigh
bors, the B1m,:arien radio, almost da1Jy, made approaches to the Jen 
ot tb1s Czech province, add'l'8ssing tbem as •our Hminrien brothers•. 
But now, wlten the H1anvar1aus are in possession, these same Jewish •bro 
there• an being ayste-.tic•lly persecuted. Hundreds of thea recei'98Cl 
d.epox·tation orders 11-.d meJV aore •re dee]•- a4 stateless, without et(t 
reason whatsoe'V8r. In Kaschau, tor example, SOO Jews wre arrested b7 
the authorities on llovember S, 1939, u •111 eeal 1.-1.gzentsn, althatagh 
tbe7 had, in tact, been settled in the ton throlavhout the existence 
ot the Czech Bepubllc. Tbe Hunnrian anti-Jewish laws, haw also been 
applied in Ruthen1a and Upper HMl?&J."T• Indeed, 80 rapidly haw the 
authorities 110,ed in this area that by the middle ot 19S9 the llceaeae 
ot BOS ot the Jewish sho pars el¥1 arti1ans bed been c•ncell.ed.. In 
larch ot tb1s ;rear (1941 the :regi.ae issued a de01"9e, to be t 1aJJ7 iaple
Mnted 4•ar1nc the tollow1ng aonth, ordering the •1,-1an1ution11 ot ell 
ea1111ills IIDcl t1 t•er yards in Ce,•petho-Rutben1e. Tb011111-t11 ot Jewish 
tuilies haw cor11eauentl7 loet their ll'Y8l1h*•• 
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b) 'l'rans3lvan1a. The Vienna awecd of A11ec1st -&>,1940, p1vvid1nv. 
tor the cession ot Borthern Tx enql,en1 e by Ruaan1 a to Bunn.r.r, de
li'V8red into the bands of B11n1?ariens 1481649 Jews. In November, 1940, 
wholesale expulsion ot Jews took place from the Karamaros district ot 
Rort;hern 'fransylven1e end aany wre forced at pistol points across the 
Soviet border. ot the 25,000 1ubabitents ot the Capital city, Supt, 
~ are Jewish, 25% R1aeu1eu, 10% Ulcrainien end K Hunv,arieu. ~ ot 
the Jilec a:ee1•os district of Transyl,an1e is Jewish, ~ Riuuen1an, l~ 
Ukrain1en and • Bunnr1en. The •jority ot Jews are pea1-ents. 

Notwithstend1ng that great llUlilbers ot the Jews of Transyl,an1a 
are engaged in •n1al occupations, a decree ot December ll, 1940, 
iaposed upo1• t.baa a 8' mmerc1s cJa,18'CJS. It was ennc,,,11,oed, however, 
t.b•t tbi s w011J d not be applied to pb;rsicius. 

c) YusroeJ e:vian !erritc;g. The Bene:t region of Y~slavia invaded 
b7 B11mveri&ll troops bas a Jewish pop•,J ation ot about 20 ,000. The 
aost iaportant Jewish caaunities aCQUired b7 BVDg&l') are in Subotiea 
(5,~), Hovi Sad (4,000), Osy1k (S,000) end SCllbor (l,600). 

Jewiah refugees ti o• the nr devastated areas ot Y~oslavia •t 
with a hostile reception in tr.ring to nee to Basi-do-1nated Bunl!&l"Y. 
Moreover, the Bunn.r1en ailite:r, au1,borities in the toner YwrosJavian 
te1-ritories, ordered_ ell those to laaw with1n three dqs who d1d not 
possess llungar1an citJ.uneb1p prior to October Sl, 1918. 

Since the start ot the war ep1nst the Soviet 0111on tbe situation 
ot B~-n Jewl'j has become st1JJ aore aggravated, as man1fested in 
11&8& exp>l ldons, wl1olasal• arrests and otur ton11s ot deprivation. 
Thus, a Budapest police coaunique of August 2, 1941., reported th.at 
12,000 Jews ot •d1Jhious citizenship• had been expelled duritiR one 11aek. 
Tbe deportations followed mi dn1 ght raids on hC11119s and hospi tal.s, a ,id 
t.bose affected, al.though ot Ri,ssian or Poliah citizenship, had been re
siding in B1111g1,17 tor UDY years. !urthe111ore, on Bowaber 7, 1941, 
the authorities cancelled the c11ds held by JewA tor their ration ot tat. 

Short~ after the outbreak ot tha Ge!'llan-Russ1en host:ll1ties, 
B1111,e.:t1 becw a we hospital tor Ge11aan soldiers end officers wounded. 
on the tront. Tharaton, h1md I ads ot Jewish dot?tors •re aob1 l 1 sed in
to mdieel service all owr lunn.1'7, despite tba tact the licenses ot 
many ot tb9a heel been revoked. Jen wre also ordered to nport tor 
toroad labor on ro•de and tort:ltications along the Soviet boz\'\er. 
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B IP :211111 

De Jnillla oGllllllllitiea of ItoJ7 an OIIOIII tm oldest ill Europe. 
There .. a Jmllla colc-@ ill Rme •• ear]T aa 160 B.C. e•>1 the c~
tiea ot Br1m1ai, Bavenne 0 114 Breac1o date back to tbe tell ot the 
liDldal ot hdua ill tbl tint oeat-11•7 1.c. 'fbe7 wit.msaed the triuaph 
1ad tbe t1lJ of tbe 1lClltn lapin, tbq wn 10ftrm4 b7 Pr1aoea 1•d 
Po•1Utts, tbl7 •• 119rlcwla ot eooncmio ••id apir1\01l 
aoodeaoe. 

!bl 1 ... ot P , Yenioe e•-4 otber protlaoes pea 1.1-
oipated tree]T in tbe etrua].e tor a •••Jtecl end 1ndepeadent Itel7 
clur1nr tbe 19th oent.-••1. iwo Jen, lnrico GuostelJo end OaiNppe Pillci, 
plo7e4 a noteble part ill tbe Garibeld1 &1'IV' ot liberation end ti. 
cmtto ot ROM •• t1nell7 obol18hed 1lben Ger1beld1 •a tzoops occupied 
the ciq in 1870. 18lieia.11 treedola 11.d t!all emc1pat1cn ot tbe Jewe, 
p at \b1s time, later becw tbe t1Dd pollct ot ••1cceecSSn1 
10991'1118Dts. Itel 1 en Jen have WOD d1sttnct1on ill 1l l b:rancbea ot tbe 
11at1on1l l1te, 1ncl11c'Sn1 tbe arm4 tONes, the arts em protessions,end 
the cinl Nr,1ce. two Olltete•i41DI Jnillh ttguns wn Brm.to llatbq, 
llqor ot Rome tor -iv 7ears em LvSp Lautt m10 as PrlM 11a1ater 
in 1909-] 911 • 

!be att,ot OD tbe J ... ill It1]7 began Shul't]7 after tbe Mardi OD 
Rme ill October ]922. It .. oppoaed, howver, b7 llwlsol1n1 who oon
aidere4 it 'ld.Nr to abrace It1l11n .Te111 w1tb1a tbe trwwork ot the 
State. In tb1s NW, OD hbl'Ulll7 2a, 192S, he assured Professor 
An&elo Saoe.rtSot1, Cb1et Bebbi ot ll01111, tbe:t •It1l1ea rasci• baa newr 
1capt to toJJow aa aat1~tic p,,]1qtt. This d1acle1• ot 1Dti
Se111t1• a,s later npeated OD NvezeJ ooceaiw,a. 

OD October so, 1980, a Dff la as tecl tor the .Jewish 
CCIIIIIUDitiee ill It1]7 b7 ldlich it _. pzot1dH t-bet a 1m1t1r1en, rep
Neentat1ve bod7 ot Itel11n Je14, "The U'Dion ot Ite]ten Je'lliah Ca11-
lldll1t.1.ea,• be tomecl, to be e with the pe1J1enab1p ot the 
pmral illtenste ot the Jews ot It1]7. 

Article U ot tbe an law tbet the Jnish oammaities of 
It1l7 •lhell wwk tORl'de the •wicbment ot Jewillla caltu1"8 e•-1 sbeN 
1D the pm11J Nl1c1«•1 ,m soo1el aoti'fities of Jewr,; ,• em -.:1nte1a 
spiritual en4 calturtl ocmtaot with Jewish ccmmm.ities &breed, eapeo1ell7 
with t-boN wb1.ch have oloN tz•d1t1ortel Nlatiou with Itel1en Jewr., ••-' 
Itel7. 

With llu9ol1a1 •s conNDt, a dllep.t1on of Itel1en Jen took part 1.1:a 
the GemT& •et1n1• ot the Worlcl Je'ld.sb Conterenoea ill tbe 79are 19$2, 
19&&, 19M, e•-4 19S6, -'·1ch stud1ecl the ...a ot dlteDN ep1nst enti
S.111. tie persecution ill lui Gel'IIUQ'. 

!be tvtber pol1ticel dlftlc,i-nte iii Fascist Itel7 al11ch 
1D tbe IINitel'l'IIDND teuioa with Great Bl'iteSa ,,.., 1D her •111eseion 
api.ut lt-b1opia, bed IICllber ettecta OD the po11t1on of tbe Itel1en Jews. 
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The Fascist press began to attack •Anglo Zior,1 st 111,• end the 
•.Tnillh Senbedr1n of Gell.eta• tor the sanctions against Italy, and also 
accused IteJ1an .Tews of co11a1:v8llce with •Anti-Fascist IDtemationals.• 
'!he political end mlita1, •Jl1ance with Ge1"111U11', end the fact that 
lla.ssoJ1n1 was p1eper1ng to pose as •protector of Isl••,• increased the 
anti-s.itic aentuaent. 

,. 
!he racial aaniteeto issued OJ• J'ul.7 14, 1938, b7 a g1v•ip of 

ana,,;,+wAJs pivtessors at the instigatim of the 111.nistry or Popw.ar 
CnJttice, ll8l"ked a b1e•k with the principle of ci:vic eq1wJit7 which tbe 
.Tews of the IteJ1aa PeninaiJe bed enJ07ed untiJ tbat date. 'lbat s1agu
Jer dot•>+-ent bed to serYe as the •scientii'ic• pretext end i'01••1daticm 
tor tbe 11ewl7 tad anti-s-1 tic poli<:7. "11 s poJ icy was 

b7 Pope Pius JI who branded it an •uabapp,y 1m1 tation• ot 
GenlezQr. To the ace- 1 1.llent oi' a Tirulent ce1apa1gn in the press, 
'feJeeio IDterJ•ndi, the editor of the enti-Seaitic •n Tevere• e•ad 
•·•wocate of racial1• in IteJ7, as e1ipointed Director or a newly 
eetebl 1 shed Depe,·bnent or Demography ••.:1 Race Protecticm in the lliniat.17 
or Interior. 

OD Au&ust 5, 1938, the govenuaent declared its intention of 1e 
str:l.ct1D(f .Tews in elJ apaetes of acti:vit7 (P11blic end othe11ise) in the 
ratio ot lslOOO or tbe total pop1l etion. It was announced at the seme 
t1me that a special cenais would be tekeG to ascerta1a the llUllber or 
.Tews in the countr,y. it,ts totaJ rnizber of .Tews in Ite17, accord1as: to 
the data of this cenS11s pibli &bed on October 10, 1938, is 57,425. 
figure is -•wl·•t b1gber then that given bf the 1931 cenS11s, wb1ch was 
47,825. · 

!he eCOJ,Ollic distribution of Itel1en .Towr, before tbe World War as 
celcmleted as tollowsa IndustrJ, 24.n; Liberal protesaicms, 21.l,%; 
4gr1cml'Wl'8, 8.~; ec-erce, 45.n. 'Jt,e last figure, hawever, incJ1Jded 
a 118Jor1v ot hawkers and pedlars. 

Latia 1eada all IteJ1ea 1egions tor the m1mber ot .Tna with 12,943, 
toJJouea b7 Lollbard7 with ll,559, J11J1a Venetia with 8,285, t1,scan7 with 
S,931 ectd Pied Ol't with 5,439. Solle 1egicms have al1 ost DO .Tews, Sllch aa 
Sac+J1n1a with onl.7 67, Calabria with 24, end Luc..ania with 10. 

!Giie is the civ with the areatest J'ewisb. pop•Jaticm with 12,779, 
toJJcnred b7 r1Jan with 10,219, i.tieste with 6,085, 'huia with 4,064, 
Leghorn with 2,322, nc,1ence with 2,326, Genoa with 2,263, and Venice 
with 2,189. 

OD An1u.st 8, 1938, a press ca pa1 gn was stertecl to al iminate .Tewa 
tram leading positims in 1ndustr1al, banking arid insurance organ1 Bationa • 
.rns 111 bigh (fOTerllMDtel poait1C4•B began to tecrier •voJ1111te17• res11 •+e
ticma. A •1»1 st.17 of Fd11cat1on order cm October 2.3, 1938, stated t-hat 
cad.idatea tor posta in the ItaJ 1 en school qat. mat in future SIJml1 t 
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!he newl7 adopted anti Sem1tic pol1cy reached its cl1•ax in the 
Cab1net aeet1ngs at the beg1nn1ng ot September, 19.38. cm September 7, 
the govcr1111ent approved a decree 1eqci1r:Sng all .Tews residing 1n Itel7, 
LibJa or the Aegean possessions since Janu.ar,y 1, 1919, to leave the1r 
hom9S within six llODths. 

On Rovember 15, 19.38, a gove111 ent order lfbich ineo1porated and 
,1ni .t'ied the p1-ovisions of the previoas decrees of September 5 aud 2.3, 
applicable el1ke to teachers and st.1,dents, excJ:wied Jews f'roll State 
recognized schools and 11111versities en-J f"raa •el] academies, institutes, 
end associations of science, arts end letters.• !he &11apens1on of 
teachers, school administrators, and academicians becau1e effective on 
October 16, 1939. Under the aforesaid decree, Jewish cbildINI were 
barred .tr.,m general schools and confined to their own schools or other 
schools whose d1plC#i1es are not recognized by the State. 'l'he decree of 
September 5, 19.38, had aJread;y succeeded in eliminating trom the roster 
ot Italian ,miversities and academies several names 1lJustr:Lous in 
Itelian science and scholareb.ip. Among prominent scb.oJers d1s101ssed 
were Professor Lev14vita and Se11ator Gino Volgerra, both of the Papal 
Aced~ of Science; Fereigo Enriques, author of the well-known work, 
•F1vbl•s of Science,• al11 cb. ranks with the works or Ila.ch and Poincare; 
Alessand •'O della Seta, Director of' the Italian School of Archeology in 
Athens; Roberto A]meg:la, ho1101ary member of the Royal Geographic Societ.J 
ot Loudon; Jlar:lo Dc,,t1at1, founder of the •ItaJian Archives of SUrgeey;• 
Umberto Cassuto, m,tborit.J on the Bible and Hebrew literature; Giorgio 
del Vechio, former Bector of the University of Bc.11e, and others. A list 
published 1n •La Vita 0111versitar:Sa,• an official journal devoted to 
ItaJian ,miversit.J af'fa1rs, gave the names of 99 dist1ng,i:lshed scholars 
diBIDissed 1n the •purge.• 

!hese educational restrictions marked the beginning of wholesale 
anti-Jew.tab legisJ ation. 'lk1i s was first espoused by the Fascist Gre1ri 
Council on October 6, 19.38, in a series of orders .t'or the •defense of the 
ItaJian race,• and were f1nall7 cod:lfied and p1ve1lgated on llovember~, 
19.38. IJbe new laws defined precisel.7 who •s to be considered a Jew, vizs 
l) a person whose pa1 ants were of the Jewish race, even though ha bimsol f 
professed a different :rel 1 gion; 2) a person one of' whose parents "Was 
Jewish and the other of fo1·e1gn nationa]it7; .3) a persoa whose mother 
was JewiGh and father ,mJmown; and 4) a person whose both parents were 
ot ItaJian naticmalit7, but one of wJ1oe was of Jawieb. descent, pl'Ofeseed 
the Jewish religio.n, or was registezed 1n a Jewish cc,11011n1 ty. lo one 
was to be co.nsidered Jnish whose pe1ents were of Italian naticma]:lt)r, 
cme of whom Jewish but who, on October l, 19.38, beloc1ged to another 
ze] igion. 

!he de.f"1n1tion of race was less stringent than in Ce201any. 'Die 
Fascist concept of •race pir1.t7• left Je1-ge loopholes for •escape.• One 
ot these •s conversion and therefore baptiaas becaae .t'z9q11e.a1t, due to 
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a desire to pl ace cb1 J dren 1n C&tholic schools and circu111vent the 
eC01101111c restrictions 1 posed Clll Jews, wore especiaJJ7 the law regard-
1.Dg t.he tl'8Dater ot 111e11ovable property. Acco1-d1ng to o.t.ticial. statis
tics, 4500 Jews have mbraced Cbrist1•u1t;y s1nce the enacf.ewmt ot the 
IteJ1an racial laws. 'Jhese conversiar1s 881'1 et1a1Jated also bf tbe 
bope ot •1 g1at1cm to Latin Allerica, where war13 CCJ11mtries 1d111J t 
prosel;rtes 8l11Je ba,•r1ng Jews. 

The lllli.tatims iaposed bJr the decree of Feb1'W1%"7 9, 1939, Clll the 
ecc+1aa1 c acti:rl. ties of Jews and Clll their oar1ersb1 p rl gbta was r-1.niscent 
o.t action taken bJr Ge11neU7 earq 1n the Bazi anti-Sad tic caapagill. The 
la• stated t.hat ItaJ1an c1tisens ot Jewish race cou.J.d not 08•1 lend with 
a CCll'b1ned te,eble veJ:ue or aore than 5000 lire ($250) or urban oo1Jd1ngs 
with one o.t aore +hen 201000 Jiie. Jewish ow11ed land and urban 11rcperty' 
exceeding the stated 11m1ts RS to be tlansre11ed to a newlJ' created 
Institute tor the Adm1n1-stratian and Liquidation of J.m,ovable 
'!be Institute is&lled bClllds negotiable (w1J7 amce1g Jewish citize11s ill 
~t for the real estate over wt,1 ch it trn1s assumed control. 'Jhe 

• 

Je• provided, howeTer, that ItaJ1an Jews •1ght give •1181' tbeir , 
pIOt1ded tbe recipient •is not cor1sideird as bel011ging to the Jew1.l!lh race.• 

It further decreed tbat Jewish OIIDed enterprises with aore tban 
JOO empl.o;y9s were to be am1n1 stexed bJr a spec1eJJ7 appointed Ccaaissar 
tor a ttansitio11aJ period ot eo,e 1'8&r, end than tlanste1"1ed illto •Arya 
bends.• 

Spec1aJ umpt1a1, exteaded to their failles, RS granted to Jen 
Clll the tollo8lng gru111+ds: failles having llellbers HJJed ill the Librn, 
World War, ithiopian .,..., Span1 sh c•11q,a1s11s; 1oJd1ers aJt1Jated or 
1r,waJ1ded ill the ebvte wars; TOJ1mteers end holders of llillt111 d1s
t1nctiCllls; persons llho were aembers or the Fascist Pa1•t., before the 
••"<'h on lkllie; perscw1s who zmdered e1cept1.oneJ s11•tice to ItaJ7. It 
818 stated b7 the 111n1str, or Interior an October 23, 1939, tbet 280J 
Jews had so tar been gnnted •e.umpti.Clll certificates• llhile other 1p1•J1-
catiCllls tor exception wre st1JJ ,.,.,er cons1deraticm., mek1ng a g1e1id 
total ot 86,41. It ia estillated +bat beJ f ot the Ital 1 a Jewish pop1l e 
ti.cm tell into the awe oatesories, bat a ccms1d81able proportic:m 

troll 9il,pJJ1nr tor u.pt1.an • 
• 

A 1nd1cat1Cil> ot •·s1 practice was the puaece m J11.q 13, 
1939, ot a epectaJ la prd:!1Mt1Jlc the illeerticm in w1Jls ot cJenaes 
restr1ct1nc 1Db8ritenoe to perSC1111 ot .Tniah faith. It •s pzotldecl 
also th&'t •Jl Jews not umpted woald haft hencetort.h to bear a IUUM 
1nd1oat.i'f'e ot their Ja811h delC8Dt. A la,r ot J1111e 29, 1939, ettect.i'f'e 
cm llarch 1, 19-40, pww14ed tbat Jewilh c1 tisma ill the J 1bezeJ pro.teed.ma 
(i.e. ~aic1•·•, 1a..,..ra, chmi.ats, etc.) wre to be d1Tided into t1IO 
catqoriesa .Ten not , a11d Jews ampted troa tbe 11c1aJ lan. 
Those illcludecl ill 1ihe first catec017 wre pemitted to serV"e C1111l7 
olimta ot their Olm tai th, a ,,sos W1'"8 torbiddan to emplo;y the 
prvteal1.(4•el 181'Ticea ot Jews, end mJ7 persons telJ1ng into the 
NOCllld oatec0!7 wre pemitted to pn.ctice their pruteas1or,s. lo · 
c1,u.._ ot .Tewiah mceatr,r, ff• ~ umpt tic++ tbe rac1 el laws, 
1'1.J J be all.owcl to be a aota 17. 

'!lie newlJ' lldopted rac1 el J.ecill et.ion end the anti-Sad tic pnN 
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attacks reduced the p1v•1d end Oou.risb1ug IteJ1an .Jewish ccmam1.ties to 
a state ot civic end econeruJ c deg1adation. The .Tewi sh c0wnm1 ties or 
the ItaJian Pen1unuJa were, however, consoled. and encouraged in their 
pJ 1 ght b7 the ce ,pl ate abserice ot anti-.T ewish feeling uong the IteJ ian. 
popilation. S3mpath7 tor their Jewish fellow citizens, so ba1d pressed 
by the euactaent or the raci•J laws, was show,, and e:zpres8ed by aJJ 
classes ot the Italian population, 1ncl•>d1ng mer,;y followers ot Fasci•• · 

The War 

It•J 7 1 s entr:, illto the war on G611oau;y1 s aide br011gbt new ce,1ses tor 
cmcern to the .Tews or IteJ7. The ineffectiveness ot the press attacks 
against the Jews and of the official circulars ot the Fascist Party urging 
the population to re.f'le1JI troa showing C011p&saim to the Jews aroued. the 
anger or the Fasc1at Jew-baiters even more. The IteJ1m Streic.her, 
Boberto Farinacci, renewed, in his organ, "Beg1me Fascieta, • his attacke 
egeincst the Jews with nen g1eater vebemence than be.fore, dAnA1••c1ng 
Ital1an citizens tor their heaitenc;y 1n attributing the war to •Inter
D&ti<4•aJ Jem7 .• lie later Nddled onto the Itel1an Jews the respmsib1lit;y 
tor raaciat defeats ill .llbe1,1a, Lib.Ya, end m the "h0118 frw,t.• 

ibJ:'Ol1gb011t the 118Jor IteJ 1 an cities, the government hae arrested a 
meber of t Jews ill an ettort to ered1 cate •defeatist• e1 .. 11te. 
In J,,rtn, llilan, 'lrleste, Genoa, Fiume, lil1d other cities, the Fascist 
Part7 aot>gbt to stir up anti-Jewish stxeet demonstrations ill Older to 
dinrt popular discontent and reeentrort at IteJ71s riJ1te11 NTeraals, 
eCODClllic hardlbips, and co pJete mbB81'Yience to lez1 Ge1een;y. 

At the of 1941, it was estillatecl that lle&rl7 baJ f ot tbe 
Ina ot IteJ7 1810 unemplo:,ed u a result of tbe governaent•s enti-.Tewish 
11e11sures. P1 act.ice] J 7, the mJ 7 iapC'u."tent occupation ill -'•1 c.h PIQI ccm
e1derable IRJJlber ot Itel 1an Jen cc:mt1rnJe to be employed is tbet of mall 
ab.op keepers, pe1•t.1.c•1Jerl7 ill the cloth1ng •1in drf-goods budDess. Jilt 
tbe Je1ger etores bave been either to aeJJ oa.t to .'11ens or to 
A• 1en1 ze theaselves b:r 1Dcorporat1ng DClll-.Tewisb. interests. In 1arn,stry, 
however, the gon:n,maDt tec1tl.7 recos•·1 Md the 1.Plportent CCllltriblltion 
IteJ ian Jews bate rendered tbe natiC'neJ ec011c+1Q' end the State. The cottm1, 
1IOOl em s1lk 1n,,••stries have be8ll largel:r developed. bJ Jewish factories 
end .Tew1&Sh 1n1t1at.1ve, end theee goods are part1ca1Jarl7 veJueble ill nr 
ttae. •oat of these factories are therefore st1JJ pel'llitted to ttmctioa 
nonaalq. OD the other hend, elJ Jews have been eJ1w1neted t'rClll the 
inr I ence bt1&1nasa al,1 ch •• almost entirel:r their creaticm.. &mmt7-t1ve 
perceat ot the IteJ1ea Jews ill tbe liberal proteee1ona ban bND barred 
Irma their ~eaaic-11 • 

.A.cco:r..J1n1 to a ott1c1eJ , iaeaecl m October 24, 1941, 
there wn "5,410 Jews of IteJ1en citiNIIUlbip ill tbe co-a,,tr;r cm Jem1•17 1, 
1932. Ins or toreip c1t1MD*1p ill the ot It•J7 cm .rw 1, 19M>, 
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totaled S,OJ2. Ot tbe .Tewa ot IteJ:\an cit1zenahip, 5,966 had been 
eapetriatecl b7 October 15, 1941. Of the foreign Jews, 1,338 bed left 
IteJ7. '!he total ot e11•trJ.ated .Tewa an October lS, 1941 was 7,304. 
The peat -.Jorit7 of e]J foreign Jews who xema1ned in It&Jy are 
interned or ocmfined in smell cities. ~cept ia soi11e isolated cases, 
their treata1ent can be considered humane. 

The Jews ot IteJ7, though spared ~sical persecution, foJJow 
with gxan concern the growing control e11d interference of lazi Gex•!Any 
and of tbe Gestapo in ell doma1ns of Itel1en econom1c, soc1al, and 
public Ute. In Tiew of the complete a1heex•tience of tbe Fascist 
conl"llll8Dt to the will of the senior partner of the 4:a1s, the Ital1an 
Jews, J1ke their co-rellcionists in other Ge1111en occupied countries, 
are at the •rt7 of the 1'•z1 and Fascist masters • 

• 

• 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

'lbe CzechoslOTalt Republic, as created at the close of the first 
World War, consisted of five provinces: the so--called •Historical 
lends• of Bobem1e, lloravia, end Silesia (previously 11nder Austrian 
administratim , end Slovak1e and Carpatho-Ruthenia (previously ,rnder 
llmlgari81l rule • 

At the time of the last cenm,s, iD 19.30, there were in the entize 
Republic .356,8.30 persms of decla,ad Jewish faith (2.4% of the total 
populatim), distributed iD three main groups: (a) Jews of the "His
torical lands", (b) Jews or Slovakia, and (c) Jews of Carpatho-Ruthe
nia. 

'it•e Jews or the •Historical lands•, n1vnbering 117,551 at the last 
census (1930) resembled tile GermE:.ll Jews of the pre-Bitler era in the 
sense that the7 lived primarily in the large cities and we1e thorough-
17 assiailated. 

'lhe majorit7 (50.Tf.) were engaged in commerce, industry and fi
nance, end occupied a p:rominent position in the national econo11tj. A 
laige proportim (13.5%) pursued the liberal professions. Jews in 
the upper and lliddJe classes also figured conspicuously in the eco
nomic, social and cultural Jife of the natim, plq:Jng a prc-,inent 
role in science, art, literature and politics. 

'lhe birth-rate amonr; Jews in Bohemia and Moravia was one ot the 
lowest in Europe, with an average ann11aJ population decrease of six 
persons per thousand. 

'lbe Jews or S10Tek1a bear a closer resembJance to those of Bun
garr, but were less assimilated. Accoz~ing to the census of 19.30, 
they n11mbered 1.36, 7.37. '!heir social end economic level was scarcel7 
impressive, and they were engaged chiefly in co,m~rce, agriculture, 
bandic1aft end rnan11el labor. Among limited ranks of the Slovak intel
ligentsia, however,the7 were weJJ represented. According to the sta
tistics or the Bratislava Jewish Co,1110,rnal Organization, half of the 
laW.Yers and s1aty per cent of the doctors in Slovakia were of Jewish 
origin. 'lhe natural increase or the Jewish population was consider
able, averaging six persons per thousand ennueJ J7. 

'lhe large Jewish population of Ce,·patho-Ruthenia, n11mbering 
102,542 (14.1,), was of the pre emancipation type, high17 religious 
and belonging meinJ7 to the sect or mystical pietists known as 
Cbassid:lm. Socially and econornicaJJ7, the:y belonged to the middle 
and lower classes. !heir natural increase was ext1 emeq high, &Te
raging 2.3 per thousand annuelJ7. Since November 19.39, eJJ Carpatho
Ruthet11a has been a pert ot H,1ag817. 
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During the twent.7 7ears ot gover11he,ent 11nder llasar,yk and Benel, 
the Jews in Czechoslovakia were united in their devotion to their 
count171 a devotion that increased in intensity as anti Semitism 
mounted in the sur1·oa1nding States. 

'!here was no Jewish problem in the co11ntry prior to Munich. At 
the Peace Confe1ence ot 1919, Czechoslovakia ass11med by treaty the 
obligatiOD ot granting equal rights to aJJ citizens, irrespective 
of race, creed, or nationality. 'lt,is principle, duly embodied in the 
Constitution, wes steadfastq observed th,·oughout the existence or 
the Republic. il"11e to the inherent tolerance of the Czechoslovak 
people, .Tews and non-Jns lived side by side in peaceful tashionJ it 
there were •111' anti-Jewish feelings, these were rooted in national 
rather than racial considerations, being d11ected against Jews 1fho 
persisted in reguding themselves as Ge1111ans. ID Slovakia end in 
Carpatho-Rllthenia, however, religious preJiidi ces also entered into 
the pich1re. 

'lbe first .change occurred 1fhen, with the Ger111an occupu.tion ot 
Austria on March 12, 19.38, the security of Czechoslovakia was at 
once imperiled. As the issue of the Sudetenland loomed la1ge on 
the political horizon, the situation of the 25,000 Jews in that area 
becare acute, end acts of teX"l'O.r began to be perpetrated. by the 
followers of Konrad Heinlein. Prague was unable to suppress this 
wave of Tiolence am a1'out 15,000 Jews were forced to flee into the 
interior ot Boheria to join 25,000 of their co-religionists 1fho es
caped lazi terror in Ger1oany and Austria. 'lbe Jews in the Sudeten
lam tried to liquidate their property, and transferred a large 
part to the interior ot Czechoslovakia. At the same time, sections 
of the Cz~ch press la11ached an anti-Semitic campaign. 

live days after the Mlin1 ch .Agreement of September 30, 19.38, 
which ceded the Sudetenland to Ge1111eny end Teschen to Poland, 
P1-esident Benel resigned and the so-celled "Second Republic",head
ed by @11111 &cha, cam9 into being, with Slovakia and Carpatho -
Rlltben1a being granted tull au.tonaio,. 

'l'he Czech press in Bohemia and Moravia at once intensified its 
anti-Jewish ce111paign. 'fhe professional associations of lawyers, 
pqsicians, Journalists and engineers demanded the enactment of an 
"Aryan" paragraph, but expelled their Jewish members without waiting 
for adoption of such a measure. Jewish physicians were denied the 
right to practice in hospitals and were debarred from the panel of 

~ 

the Sick Insurance Fund. On Febl'lJBt'.f 1, 1939, the l.iovernment decreed 
a reexamination of the status of naturalized citizens - a step di
rected principally against the Jews, 1fhile exactly a month later, 
Jewish state municipal employee were dismissed., several banks and 
industrial enterprises subsequently following this example. Never
theless, despite the demands of Fascists and other groups, the 
Govenement of the Second Republic did not issue a single overtly 
anti-Jewish decree. 
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The ait11etion of Jewish refugees became acute. Incl1iding those 
from the Sudetenland, their number was as high as 40,000. To these 
were added another 2,000 e-..pelled froa the Sudetec1l and into a Bo 
Yen's lend and later admitted into Czechoslovak:la. 

St:111 worse was the sit11ation of the Jews in a11tonomous Slovakia. 
With the restraining bend of Prague removed, a reign of ter1or broke 
out. Arrests end deportations of "alien Jews" began. Followtng the 
Vienna Conference of November 3, 1939, when a portion of Slovakia was 
ceded to U,mgary-, pogroms asSUlled mass proportions. Jewish property 
was looted, Jews wexe attacked in their homes and on the streets, 
s1c1egogues were set afire. Two months later, at a press conference 
on Jen11ary 17, 1940, the Premier, Father Tiso, exp.ressl7 declared 
that the Jewish proble11 was one of the most important facing Slo -
vakia and woiild be solved on racial lines. 

In Cac•patho-Ruthenia, wtaich also obtained tull autonom;y after 
Munich, there were a n1zmber of cbanges 11nfavorable to Jews, although 
the Premier, Father Vololin, declared on several occasions that Jews 
would rete:ln complete eq11aJ:lty with other nationals. But the auto
nom;y or tbi s region was not destined to endure for long. When the 
Nazis moved into Pregi1e, llung&.I"ian troops occupied Carpatho-Ruthenia. 

'!he Protectorate or Bohemia and Moravia 

The Second Czecho-Slovak Republic came to an end on March 15, 
19.39, when Ger,aan troops occupied Prague and Bohemia and lloravia 
were prooJaSmed a Protectorate of the Reich. A d11al system was es
tablished, with act11al power vested iD the Reichsprotector and the 
hollow appearance of authority retained b7 the helpless Ucha 
govercment. 

A Jewish census of October 1, 19.39, revealed that there were 
then 90,147 Jews (4.3,849 men and 46,298 women) in the P1·otectorate, 
or wbom 80,319 (89.1~) openly professed the Jewish faith. More than 
half (46,170) lived in Prague. 

~ July 4, 19.39, apparently 1mder Ge1111an pressure, the Czech 
Gover1ment of the Protectorate issued a decree (pro1a11lgated only on 
April 26, 1940) excl1iding the Jews from the liberal professions, 
state and 111UD.icipal employment, journalisa, art, theatres and the 
film industry. UnwiJJing to wait for legislation to enforce the 
decree and desiring to keep the process or •ar,anization" in Ge,xr
ean bends, the Reichsprotector proceeded to liquidate Jewish pro
perty along the Jines of Nazi legislation of 19.38 and 1939. Bank 
accounts and savings deposits were frozenJ the registration or 
holdings ordered end their transfer prohibited, while counaercial 
enterprises were taken over b7 Ger111an comrnissars. Jews were thus 
co1apletely el 1minated from economic life and their entire wealth 
passed into tbe hands or tbe Reich. The acb1al purpose of "aryani
zation11 was not onJy to give Ge111an7 the possession or Jewish 
r,ropert7, but of Czech holdings as well, wherever the Jews parti
cipated. in an;y manner in a Csech enterprise. To this end, measures 
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were taken to prevent the Czechs from retaining or acquiring control 
of "aryanized" concems. As a result of this policy, the entire 
Jewish pop11Jation lost its mec~ns of subsistence and Jews in the pro
fession, with verr few exceptions, were ousted from their positions. 

Toward the close of 1939, most of the commercial and industrial 
stock companies, banks, manufacturing plants and insurance companies, 
were "ar,-anized". Jewish property in the Protectorate was estimated 
by the German authorities at three billion R.M. {one billion dollars). 

Mass arrests, murder, execution, deportation to concentration 
camps, ond ever;r other outrage have been perpetrated against Jews 
in the Protectorate. Jews are ex~elled from their homes and forced 

• 

to·move to prescribed districts where sn entire family usually can-
not obtain more than one room. They may not appear on the streets 
between 8 P.11. and 6 A.M., nor are they pe1'14itted the use of the 
parks. '!hey are prohibited from traveling from one locality to 
another, even to attend the funeral of a member of their family. 
Although they receive food ration cards, they may only make their 
purchases at certain hours, and tickets for clothing and shoes are 
entirely denied to them. They are forbidden to bathe in the rivers 
or fish in the streams, they may not travel in the front section of 
street cars, use taxis or drive an automobile. The e11tire male popu
lation, between the ages of 17 and 55, has been ordered to register 
for forced labor. All acts committed by Jews contrary to the decrees 
of the German authorities end the Gestapo, as well as all alleged 
criminal offenses, are tried before Gero1an Courts according to 
Ge1111an reg11Jations. 

The Jewish Co1a .. 111nal Organization at Prat,-ue plays a vital role 
in the life of the Jews of Bohemia and Moravia. It publishes the 
only weekly newspaper in the Protectorate devoted exclusively to 
Jewish affairs - Juedisches Nachrichtenblatt (~idowsk, Listy) 

In order to speed Jewish emi&ratiou a special central bureau 
Zentralstelle f'uer uedische Auswande ~) was created in the 0£-

fices of the Comm11naJ Organization. is bureau is in fact a 
branch of the Gestapo, because in addition to the Jewish repre
sentatives, it contains police and revenue agents. Jews seeking 
to emigrate were req11ired to fill out some 18 questionnaires, and 
their plight was aggravated still more when they were obliged to 
~ an exit tax so exorbitant that it devoured everything they pos
sessed. As a matter of fact, it was easier for the poor to emigrate, 
and the slogan of Czech Jews became that "to be poor in Prague is to 
be a millionaire". 

Orders for the deportation of Jews from Bohemia and Moravia to 
Prague bad to be carried out within twenty-four hours, and the vic
tims were not permitted to sell their property or to take their per
sonal belongings with theu1 •. The result was that all Czech Jews ex
pelled from their homes and concentrated in Prague, became an ad
ditions) burden to the Prague Jewish Cnnpm1nal Organization. 
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In order to dispose or tbe Jews as quickly as possible, Eichmann, 
the lazi aicpert in Jewish a£fai11s, b1mselt helped organize illegal 
emigration to Pal.est1ne and other co11ntries overseas. The torments 
tbat such eroigrants 811ffered are Jmow1a to the world. A notorious 
case was tbat ot the S.S. St. loiis, ca1-r:,1ng a shipload of refugees 
bound tor Cuba. 'lhe vessel could not f'ind a port to ada1 t its 
passengers and xama1ned long at sea without food or water. 

'ltae Gestapo plan to transport the remaining Jews to the Polish 
Rese:rntion at w.blln was carried out only in part, on October 12, 
19.39, and concerned the 8000 Jews of Jloravsk! Ostrava and a few 
other cities in Moravia. Each person was penP:ltted to take only 
a small over1,Jght case of personal belongings and a sum of money 
not exceeding .3,000 crowns ($100). At the Moravsli Ostrava station, 
deportees were robbed by the Gestapo of the bandf'ul they possessed. 

The small but :Influential Fascist press, as well as the con
trolled Czech newspapers in general, continue their virulent anti
Jewish propaganda. The extent of its success, however, may be 
gauged from the fact, that admonitions against intercourse with 
Jews have to be continuaJJ;y repeated. In a thousand ways, the rank 
and file of the Czech people have shown their antipathy to these 
outpourings. As a matter of fact, the Czech gover1,ment itself has 
been far f'1-o-11 enthusiastic over the enactment of anti-Jewish 
measures. Despite the pressure exerted by the occupation autho
rities - the majority of the Czech people reJDP.in imnnme to anti
Seai tiBIP. '!hey smm such Gero,an subsidized Czech Fascist groups 
as VlaJka, ~ man Cultural Association, which are now engaged 
in disseminating anti-Semitic propaganda. 

• 

In the £all of 1941, when Reichsprotector Baron Konstantin 
van Heurath was reaoved and replaced by Reinhard Heydericb, the 
chiefl1eutenant or Heinrich Himmler, a wave of mass arrests began 
8lllODt leaders of the Czech government, the army and the intel
ligentsia. .Allong the o£fenses with which they were charged was 
the non-f'ulfillment or anti-Jewish legislation and continued 
intercourse with Jews. 

A decree issued on September 1, 1941, and effective Sep
tember 15., ordered aJJ Jews over the age of six in the Protectorate, 
as well as in Geneeiv, to wear yellow a1-mbaod.s bearing the word 
"Jew" in blaCJC letters. 

At the beginning of October 1941, a drive was la1mched for 
the deportation ot Jews fraa Prague to Polish ghettos and to the 
Nazi occupied zo1ae in Russia. The Jews marked for deportation 
were herded together in synagogues. Among them there were elderly 
men, women and children. Orders to leave were served at night by 
two Gestapo agents. In m&oy instances, Jews were given notice of 
from two hours to only ten mim1tes. 
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Dr. F,douac-d Benel, President of the Czechoslovak Government -
in-ex:IJe, issued on October 5, 1941, a declaration assuring Jewey 
that the future Czechoslovak state will follow the tradition of 
religious tolerance instituted in the first republic by Professor 
Masaryk, Father of his Co11utry. 

With the connivance of Berl:ln, Slovakia declared itself' in
dependent on March 14, 1939 - a day before the jazi occupaticm 
of Prague. A treaty of "protection" was concluded with the Reich, 
and since that date the foreign and domestic policies of that ter
ritory, including the treatment of the Jews, have been dictated 
entirel.1' by Ge11aany. 

The cession of certain western and southwestern areas to 
H11ngary on November 3, 1938, under the terms of an ItaJo-Ger111an 
award, reduced the Jewish population of Slovakia from 137,000 to 
86,000. 

From the establishment of Slovak 11independence", terrorism, 
pogroms· and persecutions were the order of the day. Blinka G11az-ds 
pillaged Jewish homes and shops, beat up Jews in the streets and 
staged mass arrests. When Geri:1an divisions were massing in Slovakia 
as one of their springboards for the invasion of Poland, about 
20,000 Jews were removed from the border zone to the interior 11to 
forestall espionage against troop movements." At the close of the 
Polish campaign of September 1939, about 2,500 "Polish and foreign" 
J ewe were ejected and removed by the Nazis to the No llan • s I.and 
between Slovakia and former Poland, while several thousand Slovak 
Jews were deported to the LubJjn rese1·vation. In Bratislava, Jews 
were oblibed to leave their homes in the historic Jewish Quarter. 
The Quarter, dating back to the fourteenth century, was found to 
be •too dj rty" for habitation, was razed and a park ] aid out on 
1 ts site. '!he ritual slaughter of ani ma J s and sale of kosher 
meat were p1·oscribed on the ground that "the former is not h11mane 
and does not conform with the principles of the Slovak Govel'Dlhent•. 
The police of Bratislava issued an ordinance barring Jews from the 
Danube Fair, from cinemas, theaters, restaurants, cafes and other 
public places. 

All the Jewish public institutions were closed and a single 
Jewish Center established in their place. Membership in this 
Center is oblieatory for all Slovak Jews. Its program is cultural, 
educational and phiJonthropic with emphasis on the restratificaticm 
of the Jewish youth. It publishes Vestnfk 1'stredne Zidov, a weekq 
newspaper in the German and Slovak lang11eges, wt,ich has been in 
existence since the early part of ~.is year and resembles the 
Prague Jewish weekq. 
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'lbe attitude of the Slovaks towax-d the Jews is one ot 1ndif
terence tor the most pe,•t. Aaor.g officials and the 111.ddle class, 
however, SOile s,tapathetic 1mderstending exists. 

In the wetter ot Jewish status, Slovak1a followed completel.T 
in the footsteps ot Ge1nee,v. Within a few months, over eighty anti
Jewish decrees were issued, framed alter Ger111an prototypes and oaJ-
1:11J eted to reduce the Jewish pop1latior, to the level ot pariahs. A 
Jew Coda: of 2:/0 clauses was proee,1Jgated at the beg1neeing of J11g,1st 
1941. 

Offic1 el state11ents released in Febl'11a17 end 11,q, 1941, b7 
Augustin Moravek, cbeiveen ot the Slovak Central Econo etc Burea, end 
!e!o llach, IHntster ot the Interior respectively, present the fol
lowing picture of current conditicms:-

'l'he census or Jewish property end the process of •aryentzation• 
have been co apleted. Jewish Jand became state properl7 for distri
butiOD a11ong small landowners. 'l'he Jews thereby lost 4,693 farms 
(89,000 hectare). To date Jewish farms in 81 districts have been 
conf'iscated end t,11-read over to nan-Jewish bands. Between 6,SJS to 
7,400 Jewiak cot111ercial esteblisbments, doing a gross business of 
about 650 miJ J 1 on Slovak crowa,s, were liquidated. 1,208 1nd11strial 
establisbments, with a tum over of about 780 million Slovak crowns, 
were "aryanized". The n11mber of liquidated Jewish businesses in 
Slovakia was brought to 81J6 b7 September.)(). The total loss sus
tained b7 Jews tl11-011gh liq,11dation and 11aryanization" of tlleir pro 
pel't7 is est1mated at more than a half billion dollars. 

•Ar7anization11 in Slovakia was carried out on the basis of ex
perience in Gex·nec,117 and Hungary. The services of a Ge111an ecpert 
were employed. Al) possible measures were taken to forestall "sa
botage• and the •flight of Jewish capital• abroad. 

'1'he Goverrement has ox-dered the salaries ot the Jews st111 
retained in the Civil Service to be cut. 

Todq, Jews oannot obtain eaploy111eot without a pel1111t, althO\lill 
1.3,000 e11,ployers have submitted applicatiom for the service ot 
Jewish workers. Reorganization of Jewish labor camps is 11nder wcq 
to provide a aeans wt1ereb7 the Jews who are excluded b7 law troa the 
economic and social 11te of Slovakia, may nonetheless serve as 1i811-

power wi th011t co pet1 ng with •aryan • workers and enterprises. Figures 
released b7 llinister of the Interior llach in •q, 1941, reveal that 
about 18,000 men bad been enlisted to that date. 

In the aut,1,u, of 1941, the situation of the Jews took a decided 
1i1Jt"il £or the worse. As from September 19, 1941, all Jews in Slovakia 
have been required to wear 7ellow armbands bearing the Star of David. 
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'ftle deportation or Jews trow Bratislava and other larger towns to 
new ghettos is now in f'ull. swing. In order to expedite the concen
tration or Jews evac11Bted from all the larger tow,1s or Slovakia, the 
Slovak military authorities have ti1row,1 militaey objectives, such 
as barraks, stores, etc. There is room there for about 15,000 Jews, 
so that the work can be ca1Tied out during the next few days. 

An order issued f1•om the Slovak: Ministry of the Interior at 
the beginning or September states that considerations of public 
order wake it imperative that Jews shall not purchase millc rind 
milk products before 8 A.K. and shall not start shopping other 
articles of dai~ use before 10 A.M. Purchases at markets and fairs 
are forbidden to Jews altogether. 

NOTE - The problem of the Jews of Carpatho-Rllthenia is 
considered together with that of the Hungarian 
Jews. 
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POL4•D 

Jr1trnrn101i1 ag 

Aft.er a> 7eera ot rebirth and political independence, PolarAd 
lie• again lacerated end anal &Ted. Ber tate is 1Jnkt10wu, as is that 
ot el] e11vpe. Ber hopes end prospects ere wi,oll7 b>11nd up 1d.th 
the outcome of the war, but are al.eo dependent upon the political. 
order to be established in a .r.irope liberated end tree. 

J.1.Jlost at the Tff7 tirst steps of the Polish people on the 
road to political coneolidation end nation•] cr;ystsJ Ji zation, it 
encounters Jews and rmains b>1,nd up 1d.th thm tor well nigh a 
thousand 7aers. And in the present tragic moment, too, the lots 
ot b>th peoples are tat•JJ7 Joined together. l'or,tone cannot con
cei Te ot a tree Polaud w.l. tbout Jaw$ And it is perhaps symbolic 
that the ravishers and enal&Ters ot Poland treat both peoples, 
Jns and Polee, as lesser breeds, as inferior nations. 

{.& bt&'I lSO 7eers ago, Polish Jewq was virt.ueJJ7 .,rld Jewr,. 
On the eTe ot the parti ti.on ot Poland, in the last quarter ot the 
eighteenth centr;y, app1vlCl.11atel.7 90 percent ot aJ J Asbkenazic Jews 

· lived in that 001,utr;r, Bearing this tact in mind, one comes to the 
concl.11eion tbet eJJ the major aDd minor co•11ni ties wJ,1 ch sprang 
up in the nineteenth cen"tU17, both in &.irope end throughout the 
rest of the -.,rld, were biological eDd cultural offshoots ot the 
Polish Jewish trae the onJ.7 Je1d.sh g,J11th tree wldch has derived 
its sustenance trom one and the same soil over such a long period, 
an ,mbxoken period ot almost a thousand 7ears. 

Polish Jem-, itself, however, consisted of different branches, 
dependlzw on the etbnographical. g1vup wh:I ch precbmioeted in this or 
that region. Aocordingl;y, there were Polish, Lithulilli.an, Ukrainian, 
and 1lb1 te Bussian Jews in the former Polish state. But the first 
branch, the .Polish one in the na1ww sense of the 110rd, possessed 
a IIUl. t1 tude of such aeri ts as made it, especieJ.17 during the last 
t-, decades, the national wellspring of vital energ7 trom wb1 ch 
Jews the world over beneti tad. 

Pidelit7 to national traditions, religious conservatism, ext.ra-
01-11 nax7 potentieJ.i ties ot CI eative netioneJ energy-, such were 
the characteristic traits wb1 ch in our era, the era of national. 
awakening, raised the raligioual.7 and nationaJJ7 most conset'V"a-
tive Polish Jewz-, to the very highest and moat responsible posi
tion in 11:>rld Jew1y. The spri t,1aJ decline of Bussian Jewq; the 
liquidation of German Jewr,; the very doubtful national future of 
the nuaerous Jewries scattered to the farthest corners of the 
eat-th eJ.l tbi s enhanced and raised still higher the national 
11:>1 l-b and the national. cul turel importance ot Poli sh J ewzy. Re
ligious leaders, secular teachers of the m;.;t diverse categories, 
leaders end founders of various J ewi.sh movements, founders of 
Jewish periodical.a in mev countries.or the diaspora, founders of 
economic and cul turel inst! tutions in scores or lands all this 
during the last twant7 ;years, the most cri ti eel in the desti117 ot 
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our people., •anated el 1-0 st excJ usi vel.7 from Polt1.11d, if tiny 
Li thuama is left out or tb_e account. W:l. thout the cb11J utzim 
fiom Poland, the wliole upbuilding wo:rtc of Palestj.ne is simpl7 
inconceivable. 

In the 16.st 7ears before the war, Polish Je1117 received 
ba1d blows in everr field of endeavor, economic, political., 
and cultural. The process of economic elimi nt..tion ass1uned 
dengerou1 proportions; politica]J7 the Jews of Poland were 
pushed into an obscure corner; cul tur&ll7 there was a process 
ot disintegrc..tion of the old t1.nd .firm Je,dsh foundations, E:lld 
an ass1m1lc.tion, d thout material and spiri tu&l. prospects, 
wt,1 ch halted at the public school. However, the struggle and 
resistance of the old establif,hed and deeply rooted Polish 
Jewr, scored great succefises in all the enumerated fields. 
AJld Poland was the o?ll.7 countcy in the whole world where we 
beheld a differentit..ted and outwt.rdl7 to1-n, but &t bottom 
fi1ti17 united, Jer,r, welded together in the struggle not 
only for economic ex1 stence and political freedom, but also 
tor the preservation of its ni;.tional identity. 

And whatever the destiny of the coming Polish state may 
be, and no matter what the vecy remote future of the Polish 
Jews may look like, large Jewish masses will remain form~ 
7ears cl.osal.7 linked with the Polish land and people, e.nd 
that not as scattered and detached individuals, but as a 
natione] 11n1t, &s a bistoriceJJ;y moulded and consoli&.ted 
national organ:11!111. 

:Ruined and desolate is the Polibh stute, crushed and 
humbled the Polish nation. a.it much greater is the Jem.sh 
catastrophe, far more bitter our lot. We shaJJ endeavor 
here to give brietl.7 a picture of this disaster, to a!'ford 
some idea of the sufferings and persecutions, the murders 
and the plunderings which Polish Jewry hus to endure at the 
hands of the modern barbarians. 

We shell furthezw,ore deal only w1 th the condition of the 
.Tews wlo came 11nder Geman control immediately after the parti
tion of Poland at the end of 1939. Concerning the lot of these 
.Tews we possess rich and absolutel7 reliable data. Our informa
tion is drawn, first, from the Of'N i.,,,,] Gazette; second, from 
the Gazeta Zydowflka (Je"ish Gazette)., which uppenrs tYlice a 
week (since July, thrice) under the strict Germf.D cenoorship. 
This material is the chief source upon which all our further 
1'0rk is based. It is supplemented by testimony reports of 
trustworthy persons who themselves went tlll'Ough tl1ose e:xperiences 
in Pol&nd or were present there at the time. 

Let us first cast a glance at Jewish life in Poland, on 
the eve of the German invasion. Xlll'Oughout Pola.nd tl1ere lived 
in 1939 about 5 million s:>O thousund Jews. who constituted 9.S 
percent of the total population (54,849,999). 
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. As we a.re going to discuss m,];y the condition or the Jews in 
that pa.rt of Poland wl11 ch was occupied by the Gez·rnans in October, 
1939, we must dwell at once upon the partition of the Polish state. 
According to the data of the Gehrl8n periodical , Wirtscbaft und 
Statistik (Berlin, 1940, l{os. 19, 22, and 23), Russia received 
13,500,000 inbabitants and Geiill&I\Y 22,150,000, making a total of 
35,650,000. This is more tban the Polish population in 1939 
according to the Polish figwes. Probably the date conce1·11ing the 
part seized by Soviet Russia are not quite accurate. As the Jews, 
according to the census of 1951, fo111red 9.6 percent in the region 
taken aver by Geboa,iy in 1939, it may be ass1ured that there were 
about 2,150,000 Jews in the Ge11oan-occupied part of Poland • 

• 

That maey Jews there would have been wider the first Genoan 
occupation if they had all remained in their places. In the 
first couple or months of the occupation, however, rnal'.\Y Jews fled 
to Soviet Russia. No one knows their n11mber exactly. The esti
mates VB.17' between 100 and 600 thousand. It may be assumed that 
close to 200 ,000 act11al 1y f'led then from tbe Nazi bell, and that 
in the part occupied by the Ger,Mns in October 1939, there remain
ed about l million and 950 thousand Jews. 

The pa.rt of Po] and seized by the Genoans in October, 1939, 
was tbe more industrialized and the more cultured. Tb1a section 
also contains the two largest cities of Po)aad, Waraaw and LpcJs. 
In 1959 there lived in these two cities al.om about 60o,OOO Jews, 
or 28 percent of tbe total Jewish pop11J ation or this region. Jews· 
constituted 29 percent of tbe total pop11J ation in Warsaw and 34 
peI"cent in Lodz. Of the urben. population of tbe entire region, 
the Jews fozmed 25.4 pe,zo,at. 

The zona occupied by the Genn•ns in October, 1939, mq, from 
the standpoint of the densitJ of the Jewish population, be divided 
into two very different parts: tbe fo.l'l:a.,r Russian and Austrian 
pQt (the provinces of Warsaw, Lodz, Kielce, Lublin, and Cracov), 
where 2 ,100 ,000 lived, and tbe former GerrrlBn part ( the Poznan, 
Corridor, and Silesian provinces), wi•ere only about ~,000 Jews 
lived and where tbey constituted altogether one percent of the 
total population. 

The occupied region was divided by the Ge11r1BDS into two parts: 
a. Government General, al11 ch bas its own administration, and the 
so-called Warthegau, which bas been incorporated into GeiirtSI\Y. Ac
cording to the Ge11Pan figures, there were 121107 1000 inbabitants 
in the Goval'Dlll8nt General, end 10,043,000 in "Warthegau". There 
are no of'f'icie] data regarding the Jews, but from certain cal
culations it foJ]ows that, at the mo•nt of the occupation, there 
were about 600 thousand Jews in Warthegau. The Ge1111ans have ex
peJ 1 ed f'roe11 •arthegau" about 1,500,000 people, among them appron
matel7 SOO tboisand Jews. We therefore concl1>de that there are 
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now 1,650,000 Jews in the Gouvernanent General, where they con
ati tute 12. 5 percent ot the tote.I. population. In the annexed 
part of' Poland there ranain orll.y about 500,000 Jews, who con
ati tute onl.7 3. 5 percent of the popultr.tion of' th11t section. 

In August, 1941, the Gouvernanent Genertil was enl.~ed 
br the addition of' the three East Galician provinces (Lvov, 
Btanislavov, and Tarnopol), where, before the war, there were 
upward of' 600,000 Jews. But this does not come rt thin the 
purview of the present report. 

In the entire region occupied by the G.ermL?ls in October, 
19S9, the Jews constituted 25.4 percent of the city populE..tion. 
If', however, 1L'9 subtract the tlll'ee former German provinces (Poznan, 
the Coni.dor, and Silesia), where there were very few Jews in 
genersl, the percentage of' Jews in the urban pppul.ation will 
amo1mt to ZK>.O. If one further t&kes into consider&tion the 
fact that the Poles expelled from "Narthegau• were no doubt 
peasenta whom the Poli~h Gove11went had colonized by the 
thoui:.,£illda in the Cortldor, and who in aJ J probability T1ent 
back to the villages, and that the Je.,s, per contra., must 
cerl.tijnJ.7 have gone, eJJ of than, to the cities of the Couverne
ment General, and that the Jews were generally e:xpelled from 
ma:,v •el J to wc,a and forced into the c1 ties, it may be ass•••hed 
that the Jews in the Gouvernanent General now constitute no 
less then 40 percent of' the wt,ole urhttn population. 

We consider tbj s fact of great import&nce, because it is 
sure to aake itself tel t not only during the Wc.r, but after. 
Tbj s torced concentrEation of the Jewish population in a smal
ler llUllber ot provinces, on the one band, end in the c1 ti Is, 
upecieJJ7 the large cities, on the other, is bound to leave 
deep traces and wiJ J certainly have no 11 ttle effect upon the 
condition of the Jewish masses. One must add that very probably 
the percentage ot the Je"8 in the cities of the Gouvemement General 
is even higher than we have Just put it. As in the first lbrld 
War, a large part ot the w·ban non-Jewish popul.c..tion will pro-
babl.7 desert the cities this time, too, and go to the villages, 
where •8.117 ot th@a st:I J J o'WD some land and where, in general, 
one can more easl.17 escape ataa•vation. 

According to its national composition, the region occupied 
by the Germans in October, 19ZB, is decidedl7 Politih. The Poles 
there constitute more than 80 percent. The Jews, es we have seen, 
f'ona 9.6 percent; the Germans, 4 percent, and the rest are mis
cellueoua. Of Germans there were in this occupied part not more 
tllan 750 thousand in a population exceeding 22 millions. 

'!he netur8l. increase among the Jews in this part of PolG!ld 
•-,unted to about 26 thousand a year. Nearly half as 11&1lJ' used 
to mgrate anrn1eJJ7. 

• 



'!'here is a Y8r7 g11et dittw e11c1 between tb1 flll'ioua part. 
ot tb1 • NCion in th• aatter ot le111uage: in the tomer 1'1s8ian 
pro'Yincea, 87 percent ot the Jews gave Udd1 sh or Hebrew •• their 
mther tongue; in tb1 tomer Genaan pronncea, onl.7 a> percent, 
end in the GaJicien pronnce ot Gracow, 14 percent. 

•• pus over to the occ,wpetional end IIOCieJ pbJ'ai~ ot Polish 
Jea7. The l&l'geat 811gle segment ot Polish Jew11 liTed bJ" indast17 
••ad brmcU cratt '2. 2 percent ot eJJ Jews (aotg the Poles. only a>.9 
p61cent, ec.J 8110DI the 1Jk1e1n1ans and lbite lussiens, o.6). C.1J7 4.1 
percent ot the Jews liTed bJ" farming (among the Poles, 59. 7 percent, 
eJ?d 8IIOIJI the Utrainien1 end 1lbi ta lussians, 90.0). 1he fourth mst 
import.ant occupation were the liberal professions and the cinl se
'91.ce: ee,oag the Jews, 8.5 percent (eeong the Poles, 4.8, end 8IIODI 
the 1Jlc1•e1niens end lbite .Bnssians, l.S). 1here ware Ter'7 tew ci'911 
sez•vante, and mre ••bers ot the liberal professions, aaong the 
Jews; eu.ons the Poles, it was the other -.y aro11nd. 

It we didde the urban population ot the Polish state accozding 
t.o aocial status, n get the following interestitg setup:* 

011e1,n1 PoJ es 

Bourgeoisie end . 

lliddJ e Class· 8,7 6.2 2.6 1.4 
Lower lliddJ • Cl.ass 56.6 17.8 15.0 20.4 
Proletariat S4.9 66.6 7S.6 68.3 
Uuk1iown • . 2,9 9.4 9.0 9.9 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Polish Jewx-, as trn,a typicel.17 of the lower lliddJ e class. 
lore than one ha] t ot the .Tew.I.Eh urban population belonged to the 
class ot ••J J storekeepers or •all artisane. If it is remembered 
tbat the Jewish proletariat n.s not anplo7ed in the heavy and l&rge 
1nd:11str1es, nor in gov8l'llllent enterprises, but was distrlbuted end 
scattered among tens ot thousands ot •aJ J wozicsbops w1 th one or 
tm helpers each, and tbat in such a proletarian enviro1111ent the· 
transi ti.on to the lower llf.ddle class categol"J was mt en 11nco11w110n 
ocC11lT811ce, it becomes evident that, in a aocia.1. and ps7cbological. 
sense, taJ.17 90 percent of Polish Jen, belonged to the lower lliddJ e 
class • 

.6ppalli11g povert7 pr.eveiled emng thi1 mass ot people. Siaf
fice it to sa7 that, in most Jewish co1n111•in1ties, trom 35 to 40 per
cent 01~ the Jewish inhabitants bad to appl7 tor relief on the eve 
of Passover and other impo1-tbot Jewish bolida7s. 

Nihe first gro·.ip the bourgeoisie and middJ e class comprises aJJ 
independent aercbents and aanut'6.cturers who employ labor. The second 
group •bt-eces eJ J independent merchants and artisans who do their own 
.,:de, without hi1ed help. The third group includes al] wege earners: 
.,,,,oen. iili1te collar workers, and civil serveote. 
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The Jns plqed a TerJ' gzeet part in the eco•,01n1 c lite ot the 
aou11tr,. .According to the t,•guies ot 19:18, the Jews held 49.S pez,... 
cent of ell rete1J licenses in Polerd, end SS.l percent of e]J 
a)iolesale licenses. In the trade in greJn, wl·1 ch was one ot the 
most 1 portent articles ot e11ort, the Jews constituted oTer 90 
percent of el J engaged in this line. 

In so iaportant a line aa the te x tJ l e industl7, Jews in 
BS.el.7stok end Lodz tonaed one hl•nd1 ea percent of ell text1J e 
118Diltacturers; 55.0 percent ot ell large tu.Lile contractors, 
76.6 percent of ell aediua &Qd 82.2 percent of ell •aJJ text,1Je 
contractors. 

In bl1a1ness the .Tews constituted (in 19&1): 

!he aport ot quite a DUllber ot articles, such as textiles, 
re&q-llade garments, preserves, end ••·>;J others la, entirel.7 in 
.Teud.sh bends. And olll.7 wl th Jewish diligence end perseverance, 
wl.th Jewish international connections, and With the abilit7 to 
ri* and do bwdne8s was it pos8ible to c1eete some market in 
the mrld tor Poland' e backwai-d and feeble indust17. 

In soae liberel. p10tesa1ons in Polend Jews constituted a 
TC7 high percentage. In 1937 Jews to111ed 52 percent of el J lace 
7ers, end SS.a percent ot ell physicians. This was a survival 
f'roa the past, however. The mwber of Jewish students kept de
clining catastrophice]Jy; f'roa 9,579 Je11d.sh students iD 1923. 
who c«1st1.tuted 24.4 percent or eJJ st.c.adents, the rnmber dropped 
to 4,ll.3 in 19.38, •J1:lch constituted 0111]7 8.2$ ot elJ students. 

We heTe given the occupatione] end sociel. structure of t.be 
.Tewlsb population tl\•vugbout Poland. In the pa1·t occupied by the 
Genians in October, 1959, the percentage of Jews engaged in ind,•stl"f 
end hend1cxaft will be a couple or points h1gber 7et, as will be 
the percentage of proletarians. 'l'be · proportion ot Jews in busi
ness wtll be ael] er, as tbere are more no1r-Jewisb storekeepers 
in the Polish districts tben in the Ulcra.ini&n and lfh1 te Bus8ian • 

. 
Poli.sh .T ecu, ns one ot the poorest aaterleJ J 7, but one ot 

the richest in Jewish 11>ciel. and cultural. institutions. Polish 
.TeWlj posseased a large networlc ot economic and cultural. insti
tutions which set th•sel.ves much bioader teaks end bore witness 
to en abuDdance ot CI eative social. energ7, not to speak ot purel.7 
cbarlt&ble institutions, central end local., of the most varied 
kinds. 
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!he 1reat netwolic ot oredi t cooperat1. vea, wt,1 ch on the eve 
ot the ~ zmabez ell cloee t.o lSO thousand ••ber1 and in the 7ear 
l9Z!B d11tributed a> llillion slot11 in loena; the 110re tben 800 

( tree loan timd1J wJ,1 ch in the course ot a single 
decade (1928 19118) granted intereat.-tree loena eggregat1.ng aoze 
tban 126 a1.ll.1on zlot71 to the poorest Jeld.sh el•ents; the great 
cbe1n ot cooperative 110licsbops; the associations ot ••JJ 'blla:l.neaa 
aen end artiaena eecb with tens ot tbousend1 ot ••bere eJJ these 
1181"9 eooaoaic inati tut.ions ot g1 eat scope end t&l'-1 eacbing o bJ ec
t.1 vea. On the one bend, th97 served as a means of aelt-protection 
againat the outside WDrld, end, on tbe other, th97 organ1 zed the 
Jnish aaaeea tor a atruggle tor better cond1. tiona ot lite. 

lo less 1.aposing end night7 as the netwolk ot Jewish educe..
tionel organization& with tens of tbousend1 ot pupils in the scbool1 
end with DO fewer students in the various adult courses end people' a 
un1versit1.ea inatitu'UoDS .d11ch set themselves broad nationaJ taak1, 
such as the right ot Jews to cultural. autonolQ'. 

lk•e Central Beel th Organization (Tos) had a wonderful net.:>rlc 
ot heel th inati tutions, wt,1 ch would bave been a source or pride 
to the 110st cultu1ed nation. 

It one adds the ••zing political. activit7 ot the Jewish messes, 
the nearl7 titteen th:>usend cbeJ utzi11 wlio in th• course ot two de
cades tarnished Palestine with two thirds of eJJ 11+1+Jgrant pioneers, 
the great labor IIOV•ent, it becomes autt1cientl7 evident bow ac
tive, how liTel.7, how creative was the social lite ot Polish Jewq. 

It one de'fOtU a tew dqs to a pet11seJ of the aaterial.s wl,1 ch 
tell ua wl,at Poli.ah JeW1y has endured in the 800 dqs since the G81'
man A:lliJ' set toot on Polish soil, one must err out: The oe1-mans 
have become bet'bRric a1J insane. 

J'or it, in Germa1'1, a claer distinction mq be drawn between 
the trained beasts ot Bitler' s school end the nol'lllal. German popula
tion, and it one mq wen note that the DOl'lllal Geman popul.Li.tion 
~ews the emr1+1 ties of the 111 tler gangs w1 th disgust and indigua· 
ti.on, the sf. tuation is quite different in Poland. Here the murd.e~ 
ing and pl11nderlng, the persecuti~ and torturing are done not by 
•chosen• groups 1 aa.1 ed in the "ideal.ii" or conta11q•t and hatred tor 
tu "interior• Julsh race. Hire aJJ t.h1.s is the 11>Ik or tbe Ge~ 
men Am7 l The Genaan Army, wbich 1a a national any, •bracing 
representatives ot ev*7 aooial group, ot werr ideological stratum 
ot the nation. 

And it it 1a ••81 to sense in Germezv that the persecutors 
and t.omentora are tar from sure al ther ot their own superiori t7 
or ot the interior! t7 or the Geman Jea, and that they mq poe
id.bl.7 be laboring 1mder an interiori~ complex, the Bi tuation 
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in Poland is much worse in tb1 a respect al.so. Here all the Genaans 
actaall7 believe that they are so auch aboTe ihe wl10le surrounding 
population, eapeciaJJ7 the Polish Jews, that thq m.a7 pe11111t them
sel vea absolutely every I.hi ng. Add 111 th German in.fl ex1 bili t7 and 
naivete', or rather stupidit7, and also, ,,ntorti1natel7, with German 
thoro11gJ-ne19s and extra-d•, they aJ J t.t.rml7 believe in it and car11 
out the program ot the lazi19. 

Bava the Ge1-,aus got a progr•? This 18 no 811,ple question. 
For, at the tlrl!t acquaintance wl. th the IAUl'de~and-torture data, 
one gets the illpression that a geng ot marauders and murderers has 
invaded a foreign countl"T, and each is cbing according to hi8 
personal bent and wtaat his 1mbridled criminal fancy dictates. In 
the case ot one it goes as tar as murder and p11lJ ing out gold teeth 
from the mouth ot the alatu; iD the case ot another it goes as tar 
as driving a whole co1;1011n1 t7 into a deep ri var aud roaring w1 th 
lmighter aa he watches the helpless persons, driven on w1 th guns 
acid wldps, struggle iD vaiu against the waves; iu the case ot a 
third, a weak character and iucousisteut Bordie t:,pe, it goes no 
further than picking the pockets of' tmse he lodges 111 th and toro
iqi thm to load their turn! ture upon the robber' s wagou. 

But 1-1110D closer renectiou, one tJ.neJJ7 perceives that there 
is a program, end that the wllOle 10l'k ot pillage and wrder is 
being directed and controlled from a center, and that the far famed 
end nch praised discipline of the Genaan is showing 110nders here, 
too. 

To begin 111 th, one observes a dif'tereuce between Jews and 
non-Jen nen iD Poland, wt.Joh is ent1.rel7 inhabited by "interior• 
races. All are interior, to be sure, bot the Jews are the lowest 
ot the low end oue mq deal with than as one pleases. Jews are 
in general outside the pale ot law, being denied 1 ts protection 
at aJ J tiaes and iu al J cases. But w1 th the Genaan, that ge1a:I as 
of orgen:I zation end discipline, even lawlessness is orgam zed 
and wall ordered. 

nirtng the first tb1 ee months, the lawlessness was absolute, 
general, end collective collective iu a double aen~e, both aa 
resards the sabJect and the object: wlaole groups ot Genaau soldiers 
attacked aaaall towraa, plundering, murdering, 1•11ell1ng, torturing. 
Iu the cities they went along the streets, seized Jews, carried 
th• of'f', and gave no account ot mat became ot the capt1. ves; 
l.arge mwbers broke into homes, beating, torturing, murdering, 
plundering end sack:1QI wJiole districts, m,ndreds ot 1emdences. 
In a cert,e1n street of' Warsaw, 53 Jews were dragged out or thrir 
houses and shot to death because the police were 1mable to catch 
a cr1e1 naJ in that v.l.cini t7. At the end ot Bovanber, 1939, that 
is atter it had enjo7ed tJ.•ee reign for th•-ee mouths, this law-
1.essness was suddenJ 7 stopped end replaced wl. th individual la: 
l.essuess and with legal, aentraliaed lawlessness on the part of 
the authorities. 
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W>at does th1 a aeen? It •94DS that indi vid11al Germans ma7 
at1Jl rob and mlll'der 111.th impunit7, but there must be no attacks 
'bf groups, no general murdering and p1,1ndering b;r bands. But the 
central autborit7 11q and does ex1,el hundreds of thoueands ot Jewa 
t~• the1.r old established homes, expelling th• wl.tmut a ~ or 
wherefore, but aerel;y in order to ruin th• physicaJJ7, psycb1call7, 
end materiaJJ7. 'l'he central autborit7 coni'iscates end co111oandeer11-s
in plain language, tekes awq the tartunes ot large groups ot Jew·11-s -
'bllt tld,.s ia alread1' beiag done according to certa1 n paragrtlphs ot 
acw•e law, interpreted and entoroed with characteristic German 111.nute
nese end thoroughness. Instead ot "1 J f\11. murders and tortures b7 
occasional groups or eoldiers, there came a llhole qstem ot wqs and 
m98Ds designed to wear out the '!rewish population physi call7 end 
pqcb1 caJJ7, to cause it to become sterile and die out. 

&at;erm.1.nation is the aain obJec.t ot the llhole polic7 ot the 
Germans tomrd the Jewish population both in Poland and in Germ~. 
ait whereas in Germav i tselt thq did not have enough courage to 
proclaim general violence, end the attitude of the normal German 
popuie.tion must have d&1apened somewhat the lust tor plunder and 
the appetite for murder, a much 1110re favorable Bi tuation has 
develop'8d in Poland in tb1 s respect. First, it is war time, when 
violence in general is a legal procedure; second, one is not under 
the critical eye ot one• s owz1 people and neighbors, who might re
atrain at least their om children; end thirdly, and this is ver-r 
imporl;ent, there is no danger lest na:t19R'!] p1J J age turn into 
aog;J Al. pillage, lest the attack upon Jewish capitalists might 
develop into an assa:i,J t upon capitalists general J 7. 

Hence one must conclude that wldle the Germans are trul7 
barbaric, especiaJJ7 in Poland, they- are tar from craz;r. Ever;r
thing with than is organized, and even the violence, wb:lch has 
passed tbxough several stages and is still continuing, has been 
wuJJ thought out and divided into periods: absolute and general 
v.t.olence in the .first three months, then violence by individuals 
and organs of aut.riori t7. 

We must declare at the ver-r outset that 11>rds are powerless 
to portr6L7 the agol11' and suffering or Polish Jew1-, in the 800 da7s 
ot German rule. The hall-like reality ot the Polish Jews, a hal.1-
lilce reali t7 which has already lasted more than 800 days, and 
llhere literall7 ever-r minute, ever-r second da11ands Jewish victims, 
w1 t•1out a stop, wi tbout 8111' interruption, and the hand of the 
torturer and murderer, the robber and offender is still unwearied,-
tbis reality is not to be described in words. Let the reader 
multiply what is described tenfold, twent7told, &nd he will pel'
haps come near to an idea ot the life or our brothers under the 
Gemen lash. 

• 
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The nr began on Sapt•ber l and was over in tbree weeks. 
Ae a aatter of tact, it •s onl.7 the city ot Warsa...- which held 
out that lo~. In the rest of tb.e co11ntI7 the war was over in 
ten dqs. How men., J'ews fell upon the battlefields? How mB.tl)' 
Jews were ldJJed or me1med by bombs on the highways along which 
hundreds or thousands or Jews £led, hoping to save themselves 
from Bitler' s hordes? Bow maJV Jewish women end children were 
killed in Warsaw during the aJ days that bombs r6ined inces
santl.7 upon the city, where dwelt 315,000 Jews living in the 
ver, center, into which the German devils hurled death EiDd de
struction with particular zeeJ? How maey Jews \":ere suffocated 
or perished under the ruins of burned buildings? 

'l'o eJ J these questions there is no ansv,er, and perhaps 
there never will be. The victims run into the tens of 
thousffnds. The Jewish losses &re rel.&tively grehter then their 
proportion in the population for the following re6.sons: accord
iJII to general reports, Jews turned out in large numbers for the 
generel mob1Jization and especiaJJ7 for the defense of J/l;l.l'saw, 
end fought bravel.7 and heroically against the forces of Hi tl.er. 
Second, Bitl.er's bombers tried bsrd to hit the Jew.I.sh districts. 
Thi1-d'J7, the Jews of \'.'arsaw lived in the heart of· the cit7, td,ile 
the Christian populace lived on the outskirts, which were almost 
l>ntouched by the bombardment. It should al.so be remembered that 
there •ere incomparably more Jewish refugees from the smell 1:ai-

zone towns and also from the larger w&r-zone cities. The panic 
a J,ich seized Polish Jewry at the thought of felling into the 
hands of Hi tl.er' s bendi ts was so grei,.t, th1;. t hundreds of 
1;.housands, mostly men, took to the roE..ds. If nearly t110 h11ndred 
t.bousand Jews managed to slip into Soviet Russia, 1'hicb was no 
ea~ matter, one mq imagine that at least three times tJ1at 
J:ttnober fied f1vm their homes. Moreover, the1·e was al.so a fiight 
to Blwen1 a, Lithuania, Hung l:U"Y, end wherever it was possible to 
f.lee. This panf c, a specifici,JJy Jew.ish curse, cost no little 
bJ.ood and produced not a fev; victims of another sort. Thousands 
o:f Jewleh families were torn asunder the \IIOmen snd children 
rC!lllained in Gem~occupied Poland wt.:i.le the men languished far from 
home. 

Tens of thousands of Jews were still building barric6.des 
1.11 the streets of Warsaw, Jews in long caftans were defending 
the be1Ticades dq and night, Sabbath and weekday, end keeping the 
Hitler hordes out of the ci t;y 1:1Dd in the provincial towns of 
t.he occupied regions, the special Hitler inquisition adapted to 
wartime 11as EJ.reaey in full swing. 

We wJ J 1 cite a tl'Pi eel. picture of a. smell town, and the 
r~der will have to ranember that .scores of Jewish towns were 
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in the saae Bi tuation. The Ba.bbl ot Brak, a town 1n the province 
or Loa•, aanaged to escape to Wilna, whence he sent a report on 
all he bad aeen 111 th his own eyes and ex1,erienced with ever, fiber 
or his being. The Ba.bbl relates: "On the !.t'iday before lbsh 
Hasbonab, the Polish troops lett the tow,,, and the Ge111ans entered. 
'l'he Sabbath dq passed in com:pra.re.tive quiet. In the evening en 
airplane naw overhead and began to rain bombs. i.roaa tort7 to 
t1.rt7 women and ctdl dren were gathered in m7 house. A bomb 
crashed tb,uugh the 1vot, but God be praised, no one was hurt, 
as the bomb tell into a barrel ot water. 

•Saddenl.7 Ge1111en soldiers rushed in and shouted, •Get out 
you crill:1nel II l We moot& I began to pleed tbat a 110ltnded man 
ws lying in rq boae, but th97 7elled, •out It So " ran to 
&Mtber house, but were driven out f.tv11 there aJ.90. Thus hlrn 
dreds ot soldiers 111 th fixed bayonets were dr1 ving all the 
people ot the town and 1v1,nding tb• up near tbe church. The 
people were dr1 ven with such f1lr7 that th97 were not pe1111 tted 
to balt tor a second. Jecbiel Bosenberg was riinu1iw with an 
intent in his aras. The cb1Jd fell don, and llhen he tried to 
pick it up, he was Jabbed with a bayonet and wounded. 

•those 1v1rnded up were si11'1'011nded 'bf aoldiers 111 th leveled 
IUD& The cries ot the people reached to heaven. Husbands bsde 
farewell to their ldves, parents to children, the more devout 
recited the contesai.011 ( viddu). As th97 stood thus te1•1vr stricken, 
they saw tlames rise trom the houses. 'l'he first to be set on tire 
were the s,,aagogue and the home or the late Babbi 

•eaniilJl • thq kept bringing in fresh persons, Jews and al.so 
Cbriatians. • 

The Rabbi reco,,nts that an otticer came and a,11,011nced tbat 
a Genien aold:ler bad been ro1tud murdered, •nd tor tb1 s all the 
tonspeople deserved to be shot. 16.. tler, however, was sparing 
their 11 ves, but the ton must be destro7ed. The Rabbi asserts 
tbat the sto17 about the soldier· was an invention. AJ J the 
people passed the aJiole night in the place and saw all their 
possusions go up in fi•es. The Babb! continued: 

•About 8 o• clock in the .oz•r,1ng, the same otf'lcer appeared. 
'fti.97 picked out •Jl aeu ,,uder 40 7eers ot age end carried th• 
oft in trucks. '1'he older 11en and the woaen and children were 
released. and told to go to Ost.lvvo. I tried to get pez·n1 ssion 
for the burial. ot those killed the rdght be.tore (the7 were: 
Cbe:tm stainberg, Cba:tm Joseph Ziskes, Michael ftDkelatein, 
Berehel Sherr1evin, 'Iudel Lnatovsk7, a grandson of llordeca.1 
Kezev# David' a el.der bo7, Hershel Steitaan, Motel Boll,.nd, 
Jacob llqer Botbba1d, and t-, .,.en, Fal.icha, end Hersh 
Ieaac Bothba1"Ci' a wife, wtio perished in the fiR11es), but tb1 s 
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pend.aid.oil aa retused. 

"I eet out &toot tor 0Sli.?"Oto w1 th a 11 tUe girl of tour years. 
!he road awe1aed 111. th aoldiers. I bad eaten or drenJc nothing since 
Sats11de1' mor1,1~. On the wq I began to beg the murderers for a 
UtUe weter tor the cb1ld. 'l'he Germans replied, •·rou yent water? 
You'll be given death.' .An officer stopped me and stuck his re
"WOlver against 97 heart. I iaplored b1m to have mercy on the child, 
11-d that had 1 ta effect. It wes ~ luck that I was al.one. For, 
a b,1,1dx ed aeters ahead of ae three Jews were walking wl. th their 
11!.ves end ob1Jchex,. The cb1Jdren nre taken a1P17 from them and 
bended over to the 'IDmen, wt,J J e th97 were taken to the woods and 
lbot. Thq nre ller,del Treblinsk7, Isaac lla7er Sbaiki:n, and David 
Prseazelllice. 

lfOnl.7 slx houses nre left standing in Brak. The old and such 
as 1l9re unable to tl.ee atqed in the few houses on Ribaika Street. 
llonde1' llight, Just before Bosh Hashonab, 1 t seemed, Polea informed 
t.he Gel'llan autbori ties thtLt Jews were hiding in the tow. The7 
tmckad at lla;yer Stw11Jkes door. Zesba llel.ammed opened 1 t. Thq 
abot hill dead on the spot. In one bed lq Isaac Ituperberg end 
I11raal Chaim the Sbohet. 1:uperberg was killed, and Israel Cba1m 
11>11nded, dragged himself to Ostrovo where he died. Jacob 
t111p1naq" thq \1JJ ed in the street. 

"llaJl1' persona nre also passing the night at Hershel Surold:n1 s 
11hen thq he•• d the shooting, thq J11Mped out of the windows. The 
Oeaaens broke ill the door end found another twelve Jews. They were 
ch'i.ven to the old c•ete17, wha1e thq were ba1oneted and then 
abot. The bodies lq on the gro,ind 1mt1J Saturda7, and were partl.7 
eaten b;y dogs and crows. Saturdq, th97 were burled in the old 
c•etU'J"• • 

And so it went on in scores ot to'ldls tor weeks: Chel.11, Ostro
nec, ZebroTa, Lask, etc. In one place, it was charged, a Germen 
aoldier bad been k:IJJ ed, in e•iother, rnolutionH•·1 literature bed 
all11ecD.7 been to,,r,d, in a third, a Jew had offered resistance, in 
Lublin a Jew bed tired at the G81'1Dans fl:va a Iesbivah. Unf'ort1rn1tel7, 
ell these wre pme tiction, invented aa a prete•t for aurdering and 
pl1rndariD1. 

Bear in mind that these were not stona t1oopers nor HiUer 
~utha, but orcJ• na17 Garaana Id. th their usual cruel t7 and blood
W.rstineas. 

Thie anerch7 and murder, pill age and lawlessnei.s continued 
111ltil the end of lov•ber. 'l'bousands ot '"Jews were tortured to 
cleath l Wlth particul&r saveg81'1 ard cruelt7 the Germans raged 
in Lodz. 'l'hq broke into homes, beet end carried off the men, ••de afsl"l'I 111 th the .,.en, and carted awa7 the .tl1rn1 ture and 
otber household goods. Textiles end other goods w01 e taken tw , 
.Teifi.ah b"la1ness houses in Lodz, loaded an h1rnd1eds of trucks, 



end sldpped to Germav. Bobod1' knows whether tb1 s was done on 
order or not. The sae took place in Warsaw. Both in Warsaw and 
in Lodz, people were evicted fl'Oll their homes and Germans were 
insteJ led. This was done w1 th particular f'requenq in Lodz, where 
local Gel'lllans, wl,o 0Dl7 the week before had dealt w1 th Jews, worlced 
for Jews, end lived in aipposed amit7 with th•, took a veey great 
part in the looting. 

We close this section w1 th a brief' account of' the e11,,uleion 
fru11 Buvelk1 - an apulsion which is 121q,arall eled in histoey f'or 
lheer cnielt7 end shameless pl12ndering. 11.ve tbousend Jen wera 
driven into the mazket place. The7 were ordered to e 1,pt7 their 
podcets and surrender ev&r,ytbi ng th97 had. The;r were also told 
to raiove their boots and shoes, and were ell driven barefoot 
out ot town. Women and ob11 dren, hospi tel patients, imates ot 
tbe hoiee tor the aged ell 111 tbout exception were rounded up 
.end driven froa the c1 V• For weeks the&e 12nfortunetes lan
guished at the Lithuen1an border. Little b;y little the;r were 
teken across the frontier end distributed •one the aeller 
towns ot the Sllve]ld province wJ,1 ch had passed 1mder Li thuen1 en 
rule. Bow ••111' died at the border and on the roads, how meny 
took Bide for it was then mid-aut1wn, when it is te1rlbl7 
cold and moist in that region ell tb1s, 1mforttmately, is 
1zffetiown. One th1ng is known: the living en'Vied the aeva. 

Besides the b,wui 'Vict1ms of the first three months of' the 
Jeld.sh occupation, it should be added that, during the s&me period, 
the Ge11eens burned ma1.;y s31,egoguea end Scrolls of the Law. In 
Zebrova they burned two s3negogues end 'b21ued st1 l l another oiae 
into a stable for horses. In Lelov, in lturov, and in Markiahov 
the7 put ell the SJM•egogues to the torch. T;ypical of the savegeey 
wt,1 ch seized the Ge:nnan !:ray after its victories in Poland, is an 
incide11t wld ch occurred in Plonsk. There the Jews were driven 
into the market place on Bosh Basboneb end forced to kindle fires 
end h21n Torah scrolls and religious books. Just before the7 were 
set atl.811e, an officer. f:lred bullets into the sacred books and r~ 
aamed, "I have sbot the Jewish God.• 

IYeey cit7, eveey mall town even, deserves a complete report. 
On eveey the 11e the murders, barnings, forced labor, leg&! and 
illegal p1ll age, 7ello11 badges ghettos, expulsions, economic dis
crJ m1 nations, end bans 111 tbout ntlilber end 111 tbout end a wlaol e 
book could be wii. tten. We cannot dweJ l on eveey point or theme, 
neither can we l:iet the events chronologioeJl7. We can onl7 give 
a 81alil8.l'J' ot the e1 tuation. 

One ot the most terrible ai'fiictions or Polish JeWI')' is the 
BJll,>ulsions. It oen be stated that the expulsions have not ceased 
tor a d81' in the Zf months of German rule. In the first few months, 
Jews 1191e driven to the Soviet borders. B11ndreds of Jews were 
drowned in the rivers. They could not swim across. It must be 
aclnitted that the So'Viet txontier authorities acted quite liberally 
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tow.rd. the .Teld.sh Tictlas ot Bitler'• persecutions. Tens of thousands 
of refugees were openl.7 a,Jud tted. iD edd:I tion to the tens ot tllouaands 
.iJi., were al.118.CV' in the zone ot Soviet occupation at the tiae the 
G&Ucian and llb1 ta Bussian districts were occupied, and in adcH tion to 
tbe tens of thousands 1lho bad ill egall7 crossed the border. leverthe
less, tJrere weI e not a few cases 'Where on one side Nazi soldiers tired 
at the awimi.. refugees and prevented th• from return:iiw, wJ,11 e on 
the other, Soviet soldiers tired at Bitler' s victims desperatel7 
struggliJW 1d. th the 11&ves of the Bug or the San. 

These border trecedies ceased at the 11,d of Bov 1,ber, 1939, be
cmJse Jb2ssia closed the frontier. Bow began the second stage of' the 
eJq>ulsions. Tw, kinds of eJq>ulsions have since then teken place ,m 
intEJrn:q:,tedl.7: Jews are dr1. ven f'w1e one part of a ct t7 to etother 
end from the Sll&ll tow••s to the large cities, though frequentJ.7 also 
the other wq around troa Cracov, for exeu,ple, to a score ot llimr 
points. (en these eJq>ulsions one a:1m is discer11:1 ble, to uproot the 
Jew as much as possible, to turn h1.a more and more into a homeless 
1'8J'lderer, into a beggar. It the Jew rmains in bis old place, he 
manages to get aro1Jnd all the bans and restrictions. He then .finds 
fr.I.ems and supporters even eioiw the noz..Je1d.sh population wlio help 
b:I• .find a 1'19' to ea1"11 a littJ.e, to obtain a morsel of breed, end 
once in a 11hlle to get some butter or cheese. Awa:,- from home, he 
is aore helpless, 110re read:1]7 doomed 1lt h,1nger and want, and hence 
nearer to destrdction, .d,J ch is tba real object of all the persecu
tions and oppressions, of ell the discl1m1natory laws end regulations, 

In the winter of 1939 the Razi acbdnistration began to esta~ 
lish a reservation, a kind of vast concent.r&tion ca; 1•, for great 
masses of Jews. They enterte:1ned the idea of settling on tbf s re
servation hundreds ot thousands of Jews, or, possibl.7, ell the Jews 
not onl7 ot occupied Poland, but also of A1Jstr.1a, and tbe Protectol'
ate, as wall as of Gemar., proper. This idea ot a central tomb for 
over t11D m1 l lion Jews appealed stro~l7 to se11e of' Hl. tler' s mo st 
ardent pupils, end thq began to pack Viennese, HM1burg, stettin, 
Teschen, end other Jews into railroad cars. They also began to trans 
port there Jews from the Corridor, end also from the Lodz and Plock 
districts wld ch had al.re~ been annexed to G8l'Jllaey. They pe11111 tted 
the Jews to take alo,:g up to t1f't7 kilograms of baggage and a maxim1n 
of' 8)() zlot7s end he,J] ed the cars frefght cars, of course, end 
sealed, c.s in the case of' lepers to Lublin • 

.&n indescribable terror overcMle the Jews ot EAl.l the emmerated 
countries, end mne was ever sure that he 11Duld not be a11ek:ened in 
the middle of the night and taken torthwi th to a freight train to be 
tran&ported to Lublin. Thus all the Jews of Stettin were deported 
end onl.7 ten of th• succeeded lliraculousl7 in obta1n1~ pexnd ssion 
to return. The fear was indescribable because the;y well knew the7 
were goitg tA» their doom, mt a quick doom, 11nfortuMtel7, but a 
gred:t1aJ one after much sufferitg end fll ness. It was well kDOWD 
that there were no dwellitgs there; that bitter cold prevailed in 
that region, end that the Jews themselves 110uld have to clear forests 
in order to erect bat"I0acks for th• to dwell in. It was well kDOwn that 
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there •a no po1slbilit7 there ot ea1°1dng nen enough tor dey 
bread, and that epidr ,J cs nre inevitable, epidemics that would 
IIOW people down like grass. 

It is not kno1111 how ma111 people were deported by the llazis 
to t.he •.Tew.lab State" as 8011& ot these sadists called the Lublin 
eass grave. But the e11>eriaent soon tailed. Possibly the lazie 
were trightened by the nest ot epidemics w!,J ch the7 were creating, 
•nd wJ,J ch 11•1 bo1md to illf'ect also the veey- creators ot the nest 
end 11> thq ra1»unced the "marvelous" idea ot a w,olesale grave 
tor the Jews. 

We have al.reattr :ment.ioned the deportation ot about mo thousand 
.Te119 trom the districts annexed to G8Dleey; that is, trom 111'arthegau11 • 

Pa.rall el 111 th these deportations there began a series ot expulsions 
trom c1 ties and towns ot the Gouvernement General. To tell the 
truth, it is hard to discern the real purpose ot these expulsions 
becm1se their character is chaotic enough, mid one cannot assert 
that it is 80lel7 a question ot concentrating the .Tews in a •al-
ler mnber ot points in order to be able to watch thm more closely, 
to 1eJ11ce the "burden" ot the administrative organs charged with 
.Jew!.sh attatrs, and to tacil i tate and e:«t·•di te the attainment ot 
the main goal the e1.t;ex11,J nation ot the .Tewish population. Bat 
it can be proven, nevertheless, that, generall7 sp•ak:1ng, there is 
a poli07 ot concentration. The Jewish population or Warsaw has 
inoreased by a tull b11Jldred thousand at the e 11,ense of a score 
ot minor local! ties. Lublin has absorbed at least thirt7 thousand 
.Tewa. Again, there are quite a m,mber ot medium-sized cities, such 
as Tarnov, Piotrlcov, llelcie, wt,1 ch have received ten thousand Jews 
eaob. We turtb.er have a list ot scores ot small localities to wJ,J ch 
Jews were deported f'Ivm the surro11nding villages. A snal.l town like 
m.onJe harbored more than 500 retugees in October, 1940. There are 
mo refugees in the smaJ 1 town ot Jaslo. In Gazeta ~dowska tor 
A•,g11st 6, 1940, it is reported that, "more than 1,000 Jews have ar
rived in the town ot Oavienci11 trom Bielsko-Bial.a. '!'here have al.so 
Ri"l-ived .Tews from Pb.iviec, Brzeec, Csecbouice, Dziedzice, lolo, 
Andrycbov, and .Tawiszcowe." hom this long list or towns whence 
Jews were deported to a single locaJ.it7 wJ,1ch received an addition 
ot ao1 e J ewe than had ever 11 ved there, it mq be deduced that there 
'i.s a poli07 ot concentrating Jews in ever £ewer points. That in 
the pursuit of this polic7 no account whatever is taken or economic 
.factors end no consideration wlaatever is given to the question ot 
how the deportees are going to earn their livelihood is obvious and 
needs no proof. 

We are unable to give an exact list or all points trom wt,J ch 
3ee have been eA1,eJled. We sbaJl merel7 draw up a list or the 
1ocsJ 1 ties mentioned direct11 in the Gazeta Z7do11'Ska as points ot 
expulsion, or those or 41,1 ch it is reported that refugees from 
them have arrived somewhere. The magnitude or the e:xpulsions we 
sba.1J. never know, a:s it 111 doubtful that even the Germans possess 
111:1-ta ot the e11,uleion points. The expulsions bear sucb a casual 

• 



cberaoter tbet one IIUSt oonclude they are being carried out not 
~ the central aut.borit7, but b7 local satraps and are dependent 
on the m,J11a ot the aatrapa. It ia not evm certain whether the 
order ot upulalon stipulate• where the exiles mq go and where 
thq mq not go, or whether tb1 • is left to the decision· ot the 
nil••· 

·JJ,12s we read, tor e ple, in Gazeta Zydowska tor April 15, 
19'1., that between llarch 10 and lS more tban 12,000 Jews arrived 
in Lublin tro11 other local 1 ties, and in the same issue ot the 
paper a read tbat Jews have been sent out from Lublin to Bejoviec, 
Belzhec, B;ycbova, Siedliache, Som»wice, Cbodel, and Lubartov. 
!hue are all llinor localities, not tar llvm Lublin. It is thus 
evident that the authorities did not force the exl.lea to ro.aain in 
Lublin and did not b•·wper their transfer and di atri butioD to 
llinor co111111D1 ties in anal l er places. On the other bend, we read 
in the same paper tor February' 7, 1941, tbat 70,000 Jews have 
arrived in Warsaw llv11 cities west ot the Vistula. Bad these 
ectl ed. Jews been tree to go where they please4, the7 surel.7 
10uld not have chosen the Warsaw ghetto, mere one is condamned 
to at&,:,ation or, at best, to forced labor tor a pittance, and 
11>uld have sought retuge in the mall towns, where contact with 
the non-Jewish population is still unhampered and one can get along 
JIIC)re eas1l7. In Gazeta Zydowska tor Karch 11, 1941, we read that 
that there are ten thousand Jewish retugees in !ielce. Again the 
question arise•, were thq ordered to go to !ielce, or were the7 
at libert7 to go wherever the;y pleased? l"urther on we shall show 
that the Cracov Jews went at least to a score ot local itiea, in
oluMng raaote ones. And the distribution of the Cracov Jews 
beers auch an uno4ern zed character, that one cannot possibl7 

· coi,ceive that those issuing the decree ot apulsion had an;y idea 
or plan in aind, except, ot course, the ma.in idea, which is the 
cb1 et motive ot all their actions: the desire to harass the Jews. 

Let us quote the names ot the local.i ti es mentioned in the 
paper. We give tbe date to11nd in the paper, wt,, ch, ot course, 
gives not tbe exact date ot the eq,ulaiou, but the approxl.mate 
date. 

,,,, 
1) Cracov 
2 Bielako Biala 
Z Zbiviec 
4) Andr1 chov 
S Kolo 
6 Dziedzice 
7) Czeemwioe 
8 .Brzezie 
9 Javiszovice 
10) &dom 
11) J erldrzejov 
12 Sokolov 
lS Zb1rardov 

• 

July, 1940 
August 6, 1940 
August 6, 1940 
August 6, 1940 
August 6, 1940 
August 6 1 1940 
August 6, 1940 
August 6, 19-tO 
August 6, 1940 
Decmber 13, 1940 
Januar;y 24, 1941. 
Januar;y 21, 1941 
Februar;y 11, 1941 

50,000 
1,000 

25,000 
7SJ 

600 



.... 
14) Piaseczno 
15) Jeziorc,a 
16) Vloci,_., 
17) Korczn 
18) lbidk1 
19) Pruszkov 
20 Blonje 
21 llshonov 
22) Lenczica 
23) lryt,1ca 
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1,200 
ill the .Tews 

24) Osviencill 

Febl-1,ac-, 18, 1941 
Febl-11ary 18, 1941 
FebraJBI') 18, 1941 
Febri1a17 18, 1941 
P'ebr11a17 18, 1941 
Febr•1a1·1 18, 1941 
Febr&iaq 18, 1941 
P'ebr11aey 18, 1941 
Febl-•iary 28, 1941 
llarch 4, 1941 
April 18, 1941 All .Tews expelled. They 

left on root. 
2S) Zebrzydovioe 
26) B'i.ody(v1JJage) 
27) Opatov 

June 24, 1941 
J11ne 24, 1941 
Jul.714, 1941 1,000 

In addition to tb1s table, it should be added tbat on April 22, 
1941, all the Jews were expelled f'ro11 the Cracov district, and that 
on Febriiary 7, 1941, as stated above, sevent7 thousand Jews were 6.i.pel
led f'roa POints west of' Viet11J a. -

There is no point in casting up the sum total of' the n11mber of' 
ex1lee, as we are sure the table includes onl7 a small n11mber of 
localities. But even from these, few one me7 conclude that at least 
two hundred thousand were exiled. 

In order to give some idea or tbe methods or uprooting whole 
Jewish con,N11mi ties and scattering and dispersing them over man7 
localities so that thq Jd&Y not be able to reorganize and f'oa new 
coee11,mitiee, we shall cite the reports about the Jews or Cracov. 
On tbe eve or the war, Cracov contained over sixt7 thousand .Tews. Todq 
there are only 10,800. Where did they- send and transport approximately' 
50 thousand Jews! Here is a list or cities and towns where Cracov Jews 
bave arrived. Tbat does not mean that this list exhaust the n1111ber or 
localities among which such deepl7 rooted and acclimatized Jews as those 
ot Cracov have been dispersed. The list includes only' such local 1 ties 
as happened to be mentioned in tbe Gazeta Zydowska. In all probability" 
there are plent7 or places which happen not to have been untioned in 
the paper. 

Rite or Int No. ot Arrived Rei'ggeee 

l) nelce 3,000 
2) Sscsucin 
3) Brzesko 
4 Warsaw 

A11g,1et 6, 1940 
.Aug,1st 6, 1940 
August 6, 1940 
September 10, 1940 
lovember 30, 1940 
December 31, 1940 

A g1-oup or retugeee f'roa Cracov . " . . . . 
S llie1,dz3rzecz 
6) Prokocim 

Ref'ugeee 
350 lleD 

300 " 

• " 



7) Rejoviec 
8) Chela 

9) ReJoviec 
lO)Ruda 
ll)Savin 
12)1fola 
l.3)Tarnov 
14)Sv1erze 
15)Sabib11r 
16)Bocbn1a 
17)Brzeska 
18)Jaslo 
19)Bronowice 
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Date ,ot tlews 

December .31, 1940 
Jan11a17 10, 1941 

Jan11ar;y 10, 1941 
Jan11a1, 101 1941 
Jan11a,7 10, 1941 
.Tan11ar;y 10, 1941 
Jan11ary 10, 1941 
Jan11ary 17, 1941 
Jan11ary 24, 1941 
Jan11ary 24, 1941 
Jan11a1-y 31, 1941 
April 4, 1941 
J1me 6, 1941 

No, of Arrived Refugees 

140 
2 transports of ref'ugees from 
Cracov 
Second transport 
80 
135 
71 
Jews continue to arrive from Cracov 
.l group of ref'ugees from Cracov 
Ref'ugees from Cracov 
Ex:S les from Cracov 
Refugees from Cracov 
4 transports of refugees from Craco, 
.. ,..,. refugees from Cracov 

We could compil-e a sfm1J ar list about the e'2pulsion from Radom. 
This comm11nit1, too, wt,Jch numbered over 25 thousand Jews before the 
war, has been scattered among a score of local.i ties. 

And can words, ho7ever poignant and meaningf'ul, express the whole 
anguish, the whole trage~ of these tens of thousands of Jews, who were 
uprooted f1vm their homes, witlx>ut means, often witrout the most essen
tial. clo.thes, with infants in their ams, with the aged on their backs, 
and with only one prospect for the future: starving and suffering and 
living in stables and communal buildings? 

• 
Some solace may be fo11nd in the self- sacrificing spirl t with which 

tl1e Je·wiah communities, especially in the snal.l towns of the provinces, 
met the re:fugees. The~e have been cases where house-holders themselves 
went to sleep on the bare gro11nd in the stables and yielded their beds 
to the wayworn and desperate refugees. They shared their last morsel 
with than. Often the whole town ~uld tux·n out to meet the refugees. 
Si.lenUy and wl th bowed heads, but wl. th burning hatred for the tor:nentlJr::;, 
and with gifts of food for the tormented, men and women, childr9n and 
the aged went to meet the refugees, to do honor to their exiled brethren 
and, by the same token, to express their contempt and disgust for the 
oppressors and persecutors. 

Simultaneously with the expulsions from cities and t:,,-ms, Je·,.,s be
gtm to be driven from one part of the city to another -- tho first step 
on the road to a ghetto. 

Already in November and December, 1959, tJ1e Nazis in Vla.rsaw and 
in Lodz began t.o acpel the Jews from certain streets, especially the 
wealthier and 1110re attractive ones, and w commandeer the residences 
for their milt tary men. In .Nov'3mber. 19 39. Jewish communal autho-
rities in Warsaw were notified to prepare the Jewish po911Jace for the 
ghetto project and to make al.l preplll"ations to bring about the ghettoi 2.a
tion of the entire Jewish population of the city. They manu.[.'.ed to 
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atave ott the hl.ow at that time. But not tor long. On October 15, 
1940, an order •s issued tor the establishment ot a ghetto in War
saw. B,' that t111e a ghetto was alread7 in ex1 stence in Lodz, but r~ 
gaz-d1ng the Je11f.sh population ot that city we have ver, little in
tol'Jlation in general. By November 25, 1940, the ghetto in Warsaw 
was complete in everr w.y: both in respect ot being nll.ed in, and 
isolated trom the surroiinding population, and in the total removal 
ot aJJ the Jews ot the _cit7 to the ghetto and of all Christians in 
the waJJ eel in zone to the city districts reserved for the Poles. In 
a certain sense it ma7 be said that the Poles ot Warsaw also have a 
ghetto, but only in the matter of residence and not as regards mov~ 
ment. In general the city or Warsaw is divided into three sections: 
one, in wl11 ch the" higher racfl' the Germans resides; another, 
in wl11 ch the former masters ot the land the Poles 11 ve; and a 
ghetto, fenced ott and barred on all sides, which no one can leave 
or enter 111 tbout a special pe11oi t from a representative of the 
"higher race•. Pe11ol ssion to go to other paz·t.s of the city is ver,
seldom granted to Jews, save to the tew Jewish w,rkers ;rlio are em
plo;yad in tactoriea outside the ghetto walls and have permanent per-
mi ts. 

In the space of a couple of weeks one hundred thousand Jews had 
to leave their homes in various parts of the ci t7 and move to the 
ghetto. On the other hand, some eight7 thousand Poles had to aban
don their residence in the ghetto zone and remove to the Polish sec
tion. Thousands of Jewish businesses had to be liquidated or sold 
in the course of a couple ot weeks. There were very few non-Jewish 
businesses in the Jewish zone. 

Altogether the ghetto contains 1,692 buildings, of which l, 359 
are dwelling houses, 162 war-wrecked structures, and the rest t'acto17 
and office buildings (Gazeta Zydowska, May 13, 1941). According to 
the census of 1931., there were 24,832 brl.ldings in Warsaw.* Let us 
assume that the percentage of habitable houses is the serne in the 
other parts of the cl ty, that is, BO. 3%. It then follows that in 
the entire cit7, disregarding the question of additional houses 
erected between the census and the outbreak of the war, there were 
19, 786 dwel J ing houses. The Jewish ghetto, which has only 1, 359 
dwelling houses, thus 1eceived onlY' 6.a% of all the residential 
buildings, whereas the Jewish population con::.ti tuted 29% of the 
total population even before the infl.11x of a hundred thousand Jew
ish refugees. Even it we assume that there are a great many small 
houses in the outl7ing sections of Warsaw and that the Aryan zone 
contains more factory buildings than the ghetto, it is still apparent 
that the ghetto is overcrowded~ 

The congestion that soon developed in the Warsaw ghetto is in
describable. Typhus and other epidemj c diseases, which had been 
raging ever since the war, assiuned the 11ost dangerous proportions. 

* Drugi Powszechn.7 Spis Ludnosci Miasto Warszawa. 
Warsaw, 1937, P.2. 
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Att,er •r••, ghetto• wn aet up tn the provincea, about 
lbich 119 1111tort.1,n1tel.7 haTe leaa intomation. 

It ia illpoasible to eatabllllh the ecect Dlllber ot localities 
in 4d eta there are ghetto a. In the Gaseta ZJ'do wo:a 119 have to1111d 
the wee ot t119nt7 odd points aa -1 aa ot & couple ot diatr.lcta 
in wld ch ghettos haTe been introduced in nerr locali t7. Bel.ow 
119 list the cities end tow•·• mentioned in tbe &tore1e1d newapaper. 
The list does not ahauat el] the loc•Jities ot the Gouverna,ent 
General.; aozeoTar, it do•• not include the ghettos ot "lfartbegau•, 
nch u Lodz, tor exe•spJ •· 'fhe Gazeta ~doaa does not al.ft1's 
aention the date on wt,J ch a particular ghett.o begen to function. 
In such cases 119 cite the date ot the issue ot the paper contain
ing the n1wa. M the dflT ot the ghetto• a introduction ia seldom 
wed, n give ill eJJ cases onl7 the month. We list the localities 
accoz,tlng to the cb1vnological order ot their ghettos. We give the 
number ot J ewe in eeob local :l t7. J'or the larger centers, f'.t.gures 
are ava1J able tzoa tM om ot 19Sl; tor the •aller localities, 
there are ftgures onl7 tzoa the 081181111 ot 1921. 'l'he n,rber ot Jews 
in most meJl localities in Polend was atabl.1, aa the nat.aral increase 
aa ottaet bJ' 1111.gration e1 ther to other co11ntr1ea or t.o the larger 
ci 1.ies ot Polend. 

Oit1ea end Towc11 in .d11ch the Genana BaTe Introduced Ghettoes 

tom a -
1 Glo'ftle TtOds 14S> 1921 liq 19«) 
2 lramoataT IeVbJ1n 1943 19Sl Jul7 1940 
3 Warsaw 352659 l9Sl Oct. 1940 
4 Rogoy Dec. 1940 
5 Iaz:lm1 us Dec. 1940 
6)0twock 5408 l9Sl Jan. 1941 
7 18ch0110, 2188 1921 Jan. 1941. 
8 LaakarH'Y Jan. 1941. 
9) Zh1 rardOT Warsaw ~26 19Sl Jan. 1941. 
10 CracoT 0raOOT 56615 19Sl llar. 1941 
11 Lubl1n Lublin ZB9S7 19Sl llar. 1941. 
12 Bocbu1a CzacoT 2459 ·1921 .Apr. 1941. 
13 Uelce 11.elce 18083 1931 Apr. 1941. 
14 Radoa 11.elce 26159 19Sl Apr. 1941 
15 lalem.ca Warsaw Mq 1941 
16 Chlli el n1Jr l:1eloe 5924 1921 June 1941 
17 01troviec 11.eloe 9934 19Sl Jul.7 1941. 
18 OpatoT Jul.7 1941 
19 liechO'Y 11.elce 2533 1921 July 1941 
20 Bldoask IiOds 1'641 19Sl Jul.7 1941 
2l)Przedborz 11.elce '5749 1921 Jul.7 1941 
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In all the localities en1imerated, there lived, according to 
the census, about 550 ,000 Jews. If we subtract those expelled 
fl'()IQ Cracov, Radom, Zhirardov, and Opatov, and add the newcomers 
in Warsaw, Lublin, Kielce, and many small towns, n have, accord
ing to the table, a min1mirn of 600,000 Jews in the ghettos. How
ever, wa have as yet no complete list of all localities in which 
ghettos have been introduced: in Lodz alone 156,000 Jews are 
shut up .tb the ghetto. With Lodz the n11mber of Jews in the 
ghettos reaches three-quarters of a million. In reality the 
number of Jews conf1Ded in the ghettos ought to be pUt at no 
less tban a 111.llion. 

But the expulsions and the construction of the ghetto 
barriers have not yet stopped. And so the other million Jews 
live in a state of fear and terror. For, nobody is ever sure 
tbat he will not be dragged out of his bed in the dead of night 
and. deported wt1erever it shall please the local satrap. Nor is 
anybody sure that tbe satrap will not conceive a notion on some 
evil day to shut up the Jews either in a local ghetto or maybe 
in that of sa1e other locali~. 

What is the PUJ1>088 of the ghettos? Besides the malicious 
desire to mako the 11 fe of the Jews unbearable, tbe Genuans no 
doubt have another object in view here. Nothing 1ini tes people 
as much as cooouon suffe:r:ing. Nothing welds notions together as 
much as a co10111on hatred toward a common enenu. Ther Ge11uans have 
not forgotten how their C0111111on hatred of the Czarist regime unit
ed the Poles and the Jews. Neither have they forgotten, surely, 
what a tremendous role the Jews played in t,be revolution against 
CzariSlll. To isol&te the Jews from tbe surro1inding population, to 
degrade tbe Jews in the eyes of the Poles; to bar the Jews from 
all contact with the Polish population, this is certainly one 
of the_wqs of combating the revolutionarr movement even before 
it assumes concrete form. 
Health conditions,. 

Row do the ghetto conditions affect the health of the Jewish 
popi1l ation? We cannot dwell here in deta:1 l upon this extremely 
important question. We shall cite only a few figures about Warsaw, 
but t-b•se few data cut cme to the heart; they must shock and 
startle everyone who gives thought to the end we are caning to, 
and must perforce come to, if tbe wa.r (heaven forbidL) should drag 
on for ;years. 

BIRTHS AlID DEATHS IN '!'HE WARSAW GB&:tlO: * 

MOlffll YEAR BIRTHS DE:ATHS DEFICIT 
1) April 1941 1561 2,061 1,700 
2) May 1941 451 S,881 3,430 
3} J1Jne 1941 396 ,.290 31894 

TotaJ S months 1208 10,232 9,024 

* Gaseta 1.Y'dowska, J1ine 13, 1941; Aug .18, 1941 



P0~22 

In three montba n have a net loss ot upwr'Cls ot 9,000 
Jews. lven it we &&BUiie that this rate ot losses w11l 1emB1D 
stable, we sb•JJ still have an annual deticit ot over 36,000 
souls in tbe Warsaw ghetto alone. The rapid rise ot aorta] 1 t7 
f'lo.m month to month offers little hope that the grim Ree per 
wl.11 not intenaif'7 his be1•vest. We do not know what the s1 tua
tion is in other cities. But we do know that the best tacili ties 
tor med1 cal care are to be to11nd in the Warsaw ghetto, end that 
people come to Warsaw f"rom. the provi.ncee, and even froa Lodz, 
tor med1 cal treataent and medicaments. But even it1he morteli t7 
is no greater in the other parts of Poland than in the Warsaw 
ghetto, w st:Jll have an annual decrease ot 140 to 150 thousand 
persons 2 oong the t110 aillion Polish Jews, wlio have been iil 
Bitler• s clutches for more than t1t0 7ears now. Ot tbe dead, t110-
th1 rds were aen and one-tb1 ro 1t0men, a most interesting phenomenon. 
It contims the reports that the Jewish maJ e population which is 
empl.07ed in ve17 large mrbers in the labor camps at the hardest 
and most dangerous tasks, 111 clad and ezhausted by underriourlsh 
ment, has been weakened to a greater extent than the 110men. But 
th1 s means that the meager income f"roa 1t0rlc is diminishing f"rom 
o,onth to eonth, since the 110men cannot replace the men in the 
building ot roads and canals. And this means, i"urtb.er, tbat 
af'ter a tew months 1t0rlc the men become ph7sicaJ invalids, the 
high rate ot mortal! t7 a,oong the men beizg proof tbat there are 
a great 11an7 more sick end weeJc in their ranks. 

The foregoing mortalit7 figures asSUlle an even more sinister 
significance when it is added that th91 are the results, not of 
epide ,.1 cs which ma7 be checked or greatly reduced by special 
means. 1Jntort1,natel7, this is the 11no1maJ. 11 mortaJ.it7 normal. 
,1nder the hell-like conditions of the Hitler ghettos. Ot the 
486 patients at the Jewish hospital in the first-quarter ot 
1941, oDl.7 69 were atnicted with contagious diseases (Gazeta 
~wllka, June 6, 1941.). These data were published in that 
paper last June, and if an epidm1 c bad ex:f steel at tbe time, 
the paper would have made it known in some wa.7 or other. This 
is not to sa7 that there are no epidemics among the Jews ot 
Warsaw: the Gazet& ZJ'(ionka ot September 3, 1941, reports 
that, owing to the epidemics, the Jewish Children• s Hospital. 
had to be converted into a boapital tor epidaeic patients. 
"'l'oz• condt1cted a ca11,paign for anti typhus inoculations ao»ng 
50

1
000 Jews in Warsaw and e11,ong 90,000 in the provi.nces. In 

the first seven months ot 1940, 40,000 people passed through 
the q.ierantines tor epidemic and other convalescents. It 
ae•s that, thanks to the good 1t0rlc otlffozll and ot the com 
mun:f. t7 organ1 zation, the epidanics were tine] 17 controlled. 
However, as to the •normal" deet,b rate, wb1ch is a consequence 
ot the entire mui'Clerous regime ot Hitler, the Jewish popula
tion is helpless end.left to the mercy ot the •Angel or Death". 

Bow do the nearl7 t1t0 million Jews in Poland support 
th•sal. ves? . This is a hal'Cl question that cannot be answered 
not even by those livi.ng in Poland, let el.one by us wlio derive 
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our intonaation tJ'CII the •eager pages of the only Polish-.TewJ.sh 
periodical., which is rlli,cll.7 C81180l ed end watched by' the 081'11lens. 
The Bi tuetion •a:r be slzed up 9011ewbat like this: Business, as 
a BOurce ot income, bes g1eatl7 declined. The most staple com
aodi ties, such as toodstutte, clotbi ng, end shoes are issued 
only against ration cards. The prices are i"ixed. Jewish 
grocers receive foodstutts onl7 tor the .T ewl sh popul&tion, hence 
in a verr limited measure. 'the rood rations tor .Tews are smal
ler then tor the rest or the population. Their bread aJ J owance 
is one-halt ot the Polish portion, and one-fourth ot the G81'1Dan. 
For clothing and shoes, the .Tews, it seems, receive no ration 
cards at eJ J. Such or the export and import tr!:lde as is still 
carried on, but exclusively with Germany, is in the hands ot 
G81'11len gov91·n111ent agencies. The rest or the domestic trade 
is T.l.rtueJ J 1 dead: there is s:I u,ply nothing to sell. The fac
tories are wo:rldng tor GermaDT, mostly to supply military needs. 

A aaaJJ part or the Jewish popul.1:1.tion is still living on 
capi tel. Bot on the ee:t,d ngs or capi teJ , but on the principal.. 
One or the first decrees, the second after the ban on the 
ritual. sla,1ghter ( ahehi tab) , as about banJc savings and about 
capitu, wh1 ch must be reported. A .Tew is not al.lowed to keep 
at his home more than two thousand zlotys. The rest he must 
deposit in a bank and may draw up to 2:>0 zlotys a month. It 
is on this meager sum, about $20 at the official rate of ex
cbenge, that the 11rich 11 live. 

Fer· better is the lot or the laboring elements, of the 
artisans and the wage earners. The Jews or Po1:and are the 
ba1 dest-work1 ng part of the popul.&.tion. They engage in the 
most arduous toil, sweating and ruining their heal.th, and re 
ceive ba1ill.7 enough to keep bodT &nd soul together. Yet this 
is the largest, if not eJmost the only, source ot income. We 
sbaJ J divide the wo:rk into tb I ee categories: (1) forced labor; 
(2) free labor; (3) cooperative labor. 
-

The entire Jewish population in the ages or 14 years to 60 
must perto1m BJ'\Y kind of wo:rk the Germans want them to. Thus 
ran the decree about the registration of the whole .Te,11.sh popu
lation issued on October 26, 1959. But it cannot be said that 
tbi a order has been completely enforced. Rather may it be in
.f'er1 ad that slave labor must have proven so little productive 
tbet the Ge1mans are resorting to it more and more rarely. 

Here is an example from Warsaw. In the first six months 
of' 1940, Jews put in 1 million and 2:>0 thousand dqs of slave 
labor. Ibo payed tor this wo:rk? According to the report of 
the Gazeta Z7donka (August 9, 1940), from which these and the 
.following data are teJcen, it appears that the Jewish COlliluuni t7 
of' Warsaw paid 25~ or all the workers and spent one million &:rid 
425 thousand zlot7s for this purpose during the aforesaid six 



aonths. J'rom tb1 a it is to be inferred tbat the remaining 
workers were paid by the Germans. There is no doubt that 
the Ge:nnans did not pq a111 higher rates than the Warsaw Jew-a 
iah 001u11n1mt7. Kul.tiplJing the 8Ulll dishJrsed by the Jew 
iah cou1111,,n1 t7 by tour and dividing the product by the mnber 
ot work-dqs, we find that the &Terage da1 J 7 pay ot a wolic:er 
was soaeal,at less tban ti.Te zlot7s. In realit7, however, a 
worker recei.Ted onl.7 tour zlot7s a dq (Gazeta Zydowska, 
August 28, 19.«>). that this is insufficient even tor dl7 
bJ:ead is obvious, since a kilogram ot bJ:·ead costs twice as 
auch as a dq' • pq. From the same paper we learn that the 
Warsaw Jewish com1•1D1t7 turnished eight thousand Jewish 
workers de117. that to reed labor was not a Terr great hit 
mq be interred from an it• in the Gazeta Zydowska for 
J1me 24, 1941, in wJ11ch it is reported that, "b;r order ot 
the autbor.l.ties, all labor camps in the Warsaw Jew.I.sh di&
tr.l.ct have been disbanded. AJ) Jews have been released 
•rri bave gone bome. • But it is also ~ssible tbat the 
caps were liquidated because there was no food tor the 
w:,J.ic:ers. For in the Gazeta Z:,dowska ot the same week, 
but dated J11ne m, we find the following 1 t•: "flle 
labor C8HIIJ•8 at Pieklo and larta have been liquidated be
cause the contractor was unable to teed the wolic:ers." 
And an 1 t• in the seme paper tor Jul.7 14, 1941. states 
tbet "1,831 persons haTe ~turned trom1he liquidated oaoipa 
ot the lfarsaw district.• 

J'rom all these news items the following conclusions mq 
be drawn: The German contractors, wllO were supplied w:l. th 
forced laborers b;y the Jewish co1D111•1D1t7, were under obliga
tion to give these wolic:ers certain rations or food products. 
On the eve of the er harvest, there was a scare! t:, ot 
farm products, and the contractors were unable to fulfill 
th1 s cond:J ti.on. So they disbanded the camps. On the other 
hand, we know that, although the worlc in the cauips entails 
great hazards and great suffering, as the German overseers 
incbil ge not onl:, in curses end insults, bat in blows w1 th 
guns, Jews are begging to be taken into the camps, since 
tb5 s hard end degractt ng wolic: is still preferable to starva
tion. 

It is impossible to ascerta.in the extent of forced 
labor throughout Poland. It-om the columns of the Gazeta 
Z;ydowska we have compiled a list of 43 Jewish co111111uni ties 
wJ,1 ch have turnished levies ot forced laborers. ltd s does 
not mean that the other co111111uni ties have not supplied 8117 
slave 110J.ic:ers. One cannot even tall just how men:, forced 
laborers have been supplied by these 43 Jewish coowoun1 ties, 
as the re,?orts are of different periods and do not al wqs 
state the total umber of wolic:ers turnished., but meral.7 
give the latest levy, so that one cannot tell how m&117 

• 



were prm.ousl7 supplied. From the same paper we get inf'orma
tion on aome snent7-t1 Te labor camps. However, the number 
ot -,licers in various camps differ greatly. Take, for ex&otple, 
the Lublin district, where 12,000 Jews worked at Belshec, 
ZS,500 at Bl.ala PodJaeke, 1,000 at 111.rcze, and onl.7 150 at 
Krizaza1-.,*a end lZO at Lisr.ko. Again, different levies of 
workers are aaplo7ed at different times. We have earlier 
quoted the report that eight thousand Warsaw Jews did forced 
labor during the tirst si.x months of 1940. We learn from 
Gazeta Zydowska of April 22, 1941. that 1125,000 Jews are ~ 
plo7ed at construction worlc in the Warsaw district, and that 
4,000 .Jewish workers left last Hek: for work on location. 11 

That the talk here is of forced labor is beyond question, for 
these were certainl)" gove1·,aoent construction proJ acts. No 
private construction enterprises, especial.11" on such a scale 
as to emplo1" 25,000 Jewish 11erlcers alone, are possible in 
Poland todq. 

25,mo Jewish forced laborers were employed in twent7-
nine ca,npa in the Lublin district in October, 1940 (Gazeta 
Zydowaka, October 29, 1940). But we ch not know bow long 
the7 worlted. I.rum perusing and studying the often-quoted 
Polish Jewish paper, one cax"l"'ies away the impression that, 
generall7 speaking, about 100,000 are employed at forced 
labor. This may be reckoned as the n1unber so anployed all 
the time, al though the personnel changes, as a very large 
percentage of Jews cannot stand the strain and have to be sent 
home. Besides, there are special occasions when a great many 
more Jews are drafted for special labor. Thus we learn, for 
exa,nple, that Jews were mobilized in scores of cities during 
the winter to clear the snow, and not onl)" in tow11 but on the 
highft1'S and railroad tracks as weJ J • 

Besides slave labor there is al.so free labor. 'll'e have 
no idea how and on what conditions this work is being per
formed. The infomation is scant;,. But a few general std.te
ments mq be made. In the cities where ghettos exist, the 
Kahillah (Jewish co,:w11rtf ty) receives orders from the German 
La'b:>r Oftioe, as well as the necessaI7 raw material, and 
assigns the 110rlt to Jewish artisans or manufacturers. In 
other cities, where there is no ghetto, they pro b1:1.bl1" work 
al~ 1 on private orders. One thing is clear: or late, there 
has been an acute shortage of labor, and 11erlcers are kept 
buq. Bow much one earns and wnat one can bu7 w1 th the couple 
ot zlot;ya earned, is another question, but there are plent7 
ot opportunities to sweat and lose one's heal th. Thus the 
Warsaw Kehillah an,w.,•inces that 11110rkers are wanted tor paid 
road wolic at Kra:sne (Cracov district) 11 (Gazeta Z)"dowska, 
liq 10, 1941.). A ,ionth later we come upon this notice in 
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the aae paper: •The Labor Department of the Warsaw Iehillah 
ia looking tor workers (paid) to 10rk some distance tlvi11 1la1 
ea.- (Gazeta ~dowaka, J11ne, 8, 1941). still J10re interesti11g 
is the tollowing announcement: •'l'he DJ.rector ot the German 
Labor Ott.Lee in lfftrsaw has ancounced, tbat he is looking tor 
several thousand mrkers. Be promises wages acco1-.:11ng to the 
p!atefling rate, good food, end proper treatment.• (Gazeta 
ZJ'dowaka, Mq 16, 1941) • 

Apparently, the shortage ot mrlters is so acute tbet one 
IIU8t violate Bitler' s gospel end promise Jews good treatment 
end the prevaflinc wee• end even decent food. We read the 
tollowinc news trom Craco,1 •m skilled workers ot the Build
ing trades, 'br!akl ayers, gas -.,rkers, electricians, tinami tbs, 
locksmi tbs, carpenters are emplo)"ed. The season tor men• a 
tailors, dressmakers cepmakers has beg11n. .l shortage of 
labor is foreseen.• loazeta Z,.dowska, June 'O, 1941). In the 
issues ot Gazeta Z:,dowaka tor August, 1941., it is mentioned 
a couple of times tbat a Jewish co11,11J ssion has arrived troa 
Lodz to register mrkers tailors, lockmiths, mechanics, 
be c'Des&-lllakers, end others tor mrk in Lodz, and the com
mission is 1- oain:lng two weeks in the Warsaw ghetto in order 
to engage the required DU11ber ot mn:ers. 

On .Tanua1-, lS, 1941., a decree was issued tbet aJJ mrkers 
must have work cards, and that mrk could be obtained in ac
cordance with these cards. The Jewiah mn:ers received no 
cards. Bnplo:,ed 110rlters are ex&upt from obligato17 labor 
(in the case of Christians, forced labor is cal.led "oblige,.. 
tor," labor•.) Jews do not enJ07 tb1 s privilege. Heverth&
less, the Warsaw Itehillab has succeeded in getting also the 
Jewish workers ot the cooperatives exe apted t1vm forced labor. 
Perhaps this e.•1·laf.ns the great love prevailing among the Jew
ish population .tor producer' a cooperatives. Although there 
are mBYJT other causes, economic end juridical., impelling co-
operation an organ1 zed g1vup manages to obtain work more 
read1l7; it is also easier tor it to assume responsibilit7 
tor the -.,r1c and tor its proper perfomaoce. 

Unf'ort11natel7 not much intomation is available on this 
question also. The first mention ot Jewish cooperation, we 
find in Gazeta Z,.dowska ot Februaey 18, 1941., where it is 
reported that • the Labor Coma,1 asion ot the Wusaw Ieb1llah 
has approved tive tailor workshop• llith 900 won:ers, 2 sho&
malcer cooperatives with m workers, and a bosi917 coopera
tive with 000 workers.• In the same issue ft also learn 
tbet the "carpenter workshops have tilled part of the 
orders tor the Transfer Office."* !.tvJI tb:I e 1 t is to be 
interred that cooparati ve carpenter shops had been in opera
tion tor some time. On a mid-llq issue of the paper we find 

* 'fhis is the link between the Labor Office and the Jewish 
Iehillah. 



a report that the Jewish artieiane• Aeeociation hae organ1zed 
hosiery cooperatives at Leszno Bo.40, in Warsaw, wl,ich en
ploy .3,000 Ester workers, journey111sr, end helpers, and 
l,SOO mach1nes. A 11e>re detaiJed account or the working con
ditions 11 conteined in Ga.zeta Zydowska, or A,ig11st 8, 19411 
•The workers employed in the workshops receive da11y, two 

• plates or soup tor sevenq groscben, end once a week a 
k1logrem ot breed tor 35 groschen. Sometimes they also 
get a lc1 l ogrem ot oil and a kilogram ot soap. The workers 
earn up to 100 sloeys a week. (Ther work br the 
piece).• 

PJ.neJ J 7 let us quote the very latest news trom tb:I s 
paper (August 18, 1941.) that, •s,ooo "WDrkers are •plo7ed 
in the producer's cooperatives.• 

The data given thus far conce1·ned onJ.7 Warsaw. There 
is little inf'omation about the rest or the country, but 
what there is ot it is v91:7 interesting, proving as it does 
that the oooperatiTe torm ot "WDrk is apread1 ng also in the 
provinces. It is reported f'rom Craoov that •cooperative 
ta1 l or 'WDrksbops with lfO m•bers have been formed. Thq 
bave large 8.1'1Q' orders. A master ta1 J or ea1·ns 180 zlot7s 
a we•. '!'he cooperative brush workshops comprise 10 master 
'WDrlcers and 60 helpers. A helper earns f'rom ID to 60 
slotya a ..... The ca,-penters have received large orders. n 

(Ga.zeta f..ydowska, August 1, 1941). 

Proa lielce comes the news that 60 masters are 1.plo7ed 
at the gai t81'--11akers' cooperative (Gazeta Zydowska,. December 
16, 1940). 

• 
Ect;raael7 interesting is the news trom Pabian1cea In 

J,,ne, 1940, a cooperative was tormed b,- 3fO tailors. In 
August ot the same year another "WDrksbop was established 
with 7&> m•bers. Also exl sting is a carpenter workshop 
with tan ambers. Jdn steps are beil"lg taken to establish 
a oapmaker' s cooperative with 40 "WDrkers, a linen cooper&
ti Te with s:> 110licers, end a cooperative ot gaiter makers 
(Gazeta Zydowaka, April 4, 1941.). 

Prom eJ 1 tb1 a it may be concluded that the artisans 
end wolicers are the ones wl.o are active even in a personal 
aenae, and thq are 1-eall7 better ott. llothing whatever is 
hea1•d ot the Jewish bisiness man, as it this class were 
11boll7 extinct. App8.1 ently, the Ge1111ans have actually 
managed to take over tne distribution uch1nery to such 8ll 

enent, that the private storekeeper and dealer has dis
appeared al.together. There are still mall groups or 
ebopkeepers in the ghetto, wJ,o eel] at ti.zed prices the 
f'oodstutf'a thq receive from the Germana through the 
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lehillah. The distribution macb1 nary for non-Jewa ia 
entirel.7 in no~ewish hands. This fact ia bound to 
have serious consequences in the postwar period. The 
Polish shopkeeper, wl-o wlJ 1 have filled the place ot 
the Jewish shopkeeper tor 7ea.rs, will not only have 
the advantages ot priori t7, but will also have the 
conoectiou 111 th the bqing public. 

In a social sense, too, the working class is bet-
ter ott cooperatives, be they ever ao confined 111 th-
in their limits and forbidden even to dream about social 
probl•s, 7et every meeting, every session is in itself 
a social act, and the participant feels a.t'ter all like 
a member ot a group; he is not so lonely as the shop
keeper nor so despondent. 

Too much hope should not be pinned on the war 
cooperatives: we have seen that all the consumer's 
cooperatives .a,1 ch spriang up during the first \'brld 
War soon vanished. But it is quite probable that 
tb1s time it will be possible to make better use of 
the producer' s cooperatives, wt,1 ch mq become the 
nucleus ot the coming construct! ve solution or the 
problem or the Jewish declassed. 

The most widesp1ead source of sustenance is the 
soup at the cornmunal soup kitchens. According to the 
figures or the Joint Distribution Co111Hi ttee, 68:> 
thousand Je11s in Poland a.re dependent on permanent 
relief, 500 thousand Jews receive aid daily in money 
or in food, 260 tbouaand adults receive lunches dail7 

soup and a piece of bread, 23 thousand children 
are given one meal a dq, and 24 thousand orphans are 
maintained in institutions. 

This is a smull cross-section of the extensive 
and widely- ram·Ified relief 110rlc which the Jewish com-
mun:J. ties carry on w1 th the means they receive from foreign 
organizations: from the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
lbrld Jewish Congress, the Federation of Polish Jews, and 
other bodies. 

Unfortunately we cannot dwell on such important 
developments in Jewish life in Poland as the yellow 
badge, the restrictions on freedom of movement, the 
cultural condition, and the pro bl an of education. But 
we must character.I. ze, al though quite bri efi7, the spiritual 
state of Polish Jew1-y and the wonderful social energy 
which has manifested itself in a time of affiiction in 
tb1 s so sorel7 tried branch ot World Jewi-y. 
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From personal aessages, frOII between the lines of the Ga.zeta 
Polske a paper bald 1n the iron crip 01' the Nazis, from a whole series 
ot acts ot the Jewish co 1111,nities wh1ch has led to the arrest or their 
representatives, it is to be interred that Polish Je1q, as a bed¥, 
manifests quite cl eerq its contempt tor the Hitler beasts. The latter 
sense it and are enn,o,ed and infuriated ey it. There are no personal 
acts ot revenge. But bT the passiTit;, with which thq auh1uit to his 
cruel excesses, the Nazi is made to feel at ffeey step that he is not 
regarded as a man trOII whoa Justice and btimanit;, .might be expected. 
Be is ade to feel that his Jllll'ders and beatings, his looting and 
inauJ ts are looked upon as though thq were the work of some natural 
torce or of eom• wild brigands 1n a forest. It is bard to f'ight against 
natural forces; it is ba1-d. to struggle with a band of armed brigands. 
So one submits with contempt and disgust. And the disgust is so plain 
end so eloquent that even the tbick-sk:lnned pure ArTens are aware of it 
end nearq burst with anger and rage. 

One of their chieftains bas even coi11plained that the Polish Jews, 
however one my insult end perseC11te them, do not comrn1t suicide • 
.Apperentq he bad been eagerq looking forward to this, as he bad been 
accustomed to witness it 1n Ger111:11t\Y end .Austria. Now the bodjy of' Polish 
Je117 is euvered with maey wo1mds, with wounds dripping with blood end 
pis, but its 1!1()111 bas 1emeined whole. The Jewish spirit ot hope, the 
Jewish spirit ot faith has remained wlaole end 9011nd. 

That can easil,y be seen trom the soc:laJ work carried on 1n everr 
field. One perceives in this work that they care tor the soul no less 
then tor the bed¥. At the first opportwiit7 efforts are made to provide 
a school f'or the 7oung. In several localities the7 have succeeded in 
doing so. But since this is bard, as the G&r111ans do not pe1,nit it, a 
co,11101 ttee is formed in each house to look atter the cb1 l dren. In these 
bitter times an energetic campaign is being nged against juvenile 
beggar., and Juveo1Je delinquency. 'l'he keh11Jahs are democratic 1n 1'oza; 
but as elections are impossible, etforts are made to attract represen
tatives trom •Jl lqers ot the population in order to have direct contact 
with the latter, eod in order that the poorest and lowliest JD.8iY oot 
1'eel downhearted. 

The Jo1ieh c•,11®1nitiesl:ave been transformed into organs with 
tJ:·emendousq wide and responsible functions. They actueJ Jy- have to 
provide the bread ot the entire Jewish populations; two hundred thousand 
baaeless refugees are provided with she:Lter and food; mindreds of' thousanls 
a.re transported from cit7 to cit;, and must be cared for. The accowits 
o£ how even the SID8l)est Jewish COIPIDUilities organize the reception ot 
retugees canr.ot be read without tears; tlie7 try not only to provide the 
newcomers with tood and a root Cl'ler their heads, but to make them feel 
t.hat they are emong brotners, among deep-feeling and sympathizing brothers. 
A wara, heart;, atmosphere is created to Qake the exile trom his own home 
f'eel 110re cheerful and hopeful. 

Jewish lite has in general become autonomized. The Jewish coo101•1oities 
endeavor to extract all that is positive from their isolation from the 
surrowiding world. Yiddish has become the official language of' the 
Jewish population, and in the Jewish post of'f'ice in Warsaw, tor example, 
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Yi<!.dish reigns supreme oraJli)" and in writing, although it is forbidden 
to write letters in Yiddish or in Hebrew. In all Jewish inlri.tutions, 
where formerly the Polish language predot11Jn1ted, it has been replaced 
v Yiddish. Tbe coeen,Jnities support nerr cultural enterprise, such 
:1.s the theatre, lectures, in order to attord the Jewish popalation en 
opport1,nit.7 to •et, to tind distraction, and to torget tor a wh:IJ e 
the terrible loneliness end bitterness or their lite. 

·Great activi'cy" is being displayed hr Jewish associations, such 
as "Toa" (Health Organization), end •ort• (Associt,tion tor the Ac,vancement 
ot Farming encl 11an,1al Work among Jews); but the one which particularly 
distinguishes itself is •HeobeJutz" with its wonderful organization, 
which bas managed ,1nder the concli tions described above to develop an 
activity which will toza the finest chapter in the historr ot tbe struggle 
ot the Jewish population tor elementec-:, existence. Whe1ever there is a 
bit ot tree land in the possession ot a Jewish cc+11;m1nit7, •Hechalutz• 
comes, establishes a farm end saves hundreds of 70111MZ Jews troa goiDC 
,mder. Not only bas Hecba]utz developed its famous Jdbbu.t;ia at 
Grochov (near Warsaw), at Czestochowa, at Bend:lu, but it bas established 
scores ot new kibblltsia But in the present situation or the Polish 
Jews, the Jdbbuts acquires quite another value: it is no longer mer~ 
an institution for vocational retraining and pl:\Ysicel adaptation to he1'd 
work. It is Jiow eJ,ost the only national institution which b7 the verr 
reason ot its existence atto1'4s solace and hope to the whole J•ish 
population. 

In the last dqs ot September, 1939, a nn Polish gove1•1111ent headed 
by Gen. Wladyslaw Sikorski was formed in France. In Januerr, 1940 a 
Polish National Council was £01aed, end Dr. X1r1e07 Schwarzbart was appointed 
as the Jewish representative to the Council. 

In Paris end later in London as well as in New York, negotiations 
were conducted with the Polish govercment and with the representatives 
0£ the Polish endgres and ot the Polish-American population in the 
United States regarding future polish-Jewish relations in Poland. 

On Nova1ober 3, 1940 at the Acade111, or Polish Jewq held in London, 
Minister ot Soc:lel Welfare Jen stancvk speaking in the name ot the Polish 
goTar,,rnent declared, that •Jews as Polish citizens will be equal in their 
obligations and rights with the entire Polish comminit7. They will be 
able to develop their culture, religion and customs. This will be secured 
not onl7 b)" law, but also b,y the COlllDon suttering in these ,ost terrible 
dvs ot oppression.• 

I)rrq General S:lkorski•s visit to tbe U.S.A. in April, 19.U, 
he received a Joint delegation ot tbe .aericen Jewish Congress and 
the World Jewish Congress. The delegation voiced the s,apatt\, ot the 
Jews tor the Polish people in their struggle tor llber't.7 and expressed 
the hope that in the Poland ~ the future, complete equalit.7 1r011Jd be 
assured tor eJJ citisens in the euroise of civic, religious and national 
right.a. General Sikorski replied that his goverrtment condnned anti
lleai.tia and recognized full eq11ality of rights tor all citizens. In 
connection with this intezview, General Sikorski later Jlade the folJowing 
stata,rt before the Polish National Council in London: 
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"In New York I received the delegation of the World Jewish Congress. 
I had a long conference with them and received their memorandum to which 
I sbaJ J now repl,y. Unfortunateq Poland has often been the victim of 
llfD/ cirCWDstances. Poles were too basti.1,y accused and among other 
things, of extreme anti-semitism and of pogroms. Liberal principles 
are a guide for the government. It will follow a sincerel3' democratic 
policy in accordance with which in the future Poland, the principle 
of equal obligatior1s and equal rights will be applied toward all 
citizens of the Republic, irrespective of nationality, race or religion. 
That is the attitude of tbe Polish Government. ~ different attitude 
toward this difficult problem could never be understood by the American 
co1011111nit7 nor by the British w!,o are waging with us the be 1-d and stubborn 
fight against Hitler's ideology. I have no doubt that in this local, 
and after all so limited sphere too, the same principles will finally 
tr1,,mph. Whoever opposes these principles is working against the in
terests of his own nation." 

During Minister Stanczyk•s recent vi~it to this country- as a 
delegate to the International Labor Organization sessions, several 
conferences were held with b1m by various Jewish groups and he again 
reiterated, in a conference with the American Jewish Congress and the 
World Jewish Congress representatives, that complete equality of rights 
tor the Jewish population would be safeguarded in post-war 
Poland. At te the saroe time, he condeo111ed the anti-Jewish utterances 
ot certain Polish groups in ex11e. Thus, first steps have been taken 
toward a better 11nderstand:ing between the Poles and Jews. 
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DENMARK 

Denmark has the oldest Je\dsh community in Scandinavia, tbe 
earliest rellabl.e date being Febri1a1-y 2, 1622, when Kjng ChriatianIV 
invited the first group into the country. At the present t1me, there 
are about 6,000 Jews in the country, ninety-seven percent oi' whc-11 
live in Ca.penbagen. This figw:e has changed but little dtaring the 
past tbi rty years. 

The Jews have occupied a p::t'Olt•ioent pl.ace in every aspect of the 
political, cultural (Georg Brandes) and economic lif'e of the country. 
They have been important in ind11stry, trade, finance, and the pro
fessions. When the Nazis came to power in neighboring Ge111wey, 
repercussions were naturaJJy felt in Denmark. The refugee problem 
,va:3 a very delicate one for the goverc1ment and it admitted no more 
than 1200 in aJ J • The police enforced the gover,unent policy str1ctl7, 
in maI17 cases tun1ing back refugees at the i'rootier. • 

Under Nazi Occupation 

The Nazi attack on April 9, 1940 came Jike an ,mexpected cJap 
of tb1mder and occupation of the s11,aJJ co11ntry was complete within 
the space of a few hours, before any appreciabl.e n11mber or Danish 
Jews could escape. Since that time, fo1111aJ authority has ren1a1ned 
in the hands of the Social De1nocratic govex•c,ment of Premier Sta1cc11ng, 
but the Ge1111BDs have tried to impose their w:JJJ upon the Danes b;y 
ever;y possible means. They have not always a11cceeded in their ef
forts. Under the law, the Jews still retain eq11eJ rights despite 
systematic Gen1113n attempts to st1mu:late anti Semitic i'eeJing. 'Dle 
handful of do1estic Nazis, most of .whom belo.cig to the smaJJ Ge111wn 
111:inori ty in the co,,utr,y, have tried- to assist Reich agents in this 
-task, but eJ J efforts to incite the Danish people against the Jews 
have failed. Instead, the population syste aaticaJ Jy boycotts the 
Gert11an forces ot occupation. 
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NORWAY 

The Jewish comunioi ty in Norway is the yo11ngest in Europe. There 
was not a single Jew in the co,mtry 11ntil 1852, because ooly those 
who had previously accepted the Christian faith could enter. The first 
two Jews who entered the country in 1852 were Nosen N. NathEin and 
L. Samson, both or whom came from Denmark. Today, after ninety years 
of eq11el rit;hts, Not way has a Jewish population of 1500 persons, or 
roughly, one half of one percent of the population. Nearly a.11 the 
Jews of Norway are of F.astern Europe&n, particularly Russian, origin. 
Russian Jews began to come a.s ea.rl.y as the pot·roms oi' the 80 1s. The 
largest Jewish settlement is in Oslo, the capital, where there are 
approximately 900 Jews. The remaining Jews are scattered throuehout 
more tben twenty localities. 

Practically all Norwegian Jews are of the merchant class and 
have been active mainly in the textile trade and watcbmak1~. They 
are also represented in the tobacco industry. Very few, however, 
engage in marnitl labor, end the Jewish comnnini ty as a whole belongs 
to the middl.e bourgeosie. There are about forty Jewish professional 
men, mainly doctors and lawyers, as well as oine Jewish officers in 
the az-my. 

• 

Norway had no anti-Semitism and vez-y few anti-Jewish manifesta-
tions prior to Hitler. The attitude of the people to the smell 
Jewish comnnin1ty was a friendl.y one. The year that Hitler came to 
power saw the birth of a domestic Nazi Party in Norway known as the 
Rational Semmling. '!his organization, like otherf' of its kind, at 
once made the dissemination of anti-Semitic propaganda a basic part 
of its program. The efforts in t..~is direction met with very little 
success among the people. 

Under Hitler's Rule 

The si t11a tion 01· the J ewe in Norway since the German invasion 
on April 9, 1940, should be divided into two periods. During the 
first period, from April 9 ,mtil September 25, 1940, the country 
was 11nder Ger111en militbry rule. Since September 25, 1940, a consi
derable part of the administrative authority has been entrusted by 
the Ge11eans to the puppet Quisling government. 

lhen Hitler attacked Nozway, the ml7 avenue of escape was to 
SWeden_. 'lbe SWedish gover1111ent, however, at once closed the fron
tier and per1eitted no me to enter. As a result, almost none of the 
llorwegian Jews managed to escape from Hitler. Only a few dozen 
political refugees, who had ties with the SWedish Social Democratic 
Party, made good their escape. 
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Terboven, the Nazi Oommisar of Norway-, 11111 .. ediatel;y introduced 
harsh .measures against the Jewish refugees. .llan;y were arrested and 
others were ordered to report dail;y to the police. 

During the very first months of occu~ation, the Nazi authorities 
ordered the confiscation of radios belonging to Jews, and in a short 
time, about half the ro.dios in Jewish hoaes were seized. A non-J'ewish 
delegation then informed the Ge1"1Dan authorities that Norway did not 
recognize discrimination against Jews and they demanded the repeal 
of the confiscation decree. 'lbe order was suspended and Jews whose 
radios had already been seized were allowed to purchase new receiving 
sets. 

In the fall of 1940, a gang of Quislingites plastered the few 
Jewish stores of Tromsoe with anti-Semitic inscriptions. The response 
of the population was to flock to the Jewish shops, as a gesture of 
solidarit;y with their Jewish neibhbors. 

Quislin6 did succeed, however, in destroying the Jewish commu
nity in Norwa;y. As soon as he took office, he began to persecute the 
Jews in order, in his own word, "to free No1·way of the Jewish yoke." 
Hew Jewisn decrees were at once enacted, for tile alleged purpose of 
establishing "order" in the co\llltry. 

In April 1941, a n11mber of Jews in Trondheim and Bergen were 
arrested on the, charge of organizing anti-German activities. 

Indicative of popuiar resentment ag&i.nst the anti-J'ewish decrees, 
is the fact that i.o October 1940, when the Jewish establishments were 
ordered to displ~ identifyin~ sibns, students went through the city 
carr,ySugpails of water and ladders, to remove tl).ese inscriptions. 

After the Germans la,mched their attrick on Russia on June 22, 
1941, the situation of tne Jews in Norw~ deteriorated still more 
and a wave of terror began. 'lbe Quisling gover1went and the Ge1·111.an 
authoriti-es, branding all the Jews as Communists end friends of 
Rllssia, held them responsible for every act of sabotage in the 
co,mtry. 
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BELGIU!,1 

Historical §J.imma11 

The Jewish settlement of modern Belgi11m belongs to the youngest 
and smallest in Europe. True, there l'!ere J e?.-s in the Belgian prov
inces •sear~ as the 4th century, while in the later Middle Ages 
several communities grew up and flourished. Nevertheless, from a
bout 1360 down to as late as the 18th century permanent settlement 
was rendered impossible by constant persecutions and expulsions and, 
for a time, by the duress of the Spanish Inquisition. 

It is estimated that in 1830, the year of Belgium's independence, 
there were no more than 3,000 Jews in the country. In 1940, on the 
eve of the German Invasion, they n11mbered as many as 85,000 permanent 
residents and some 25,000 refugees from Germany, Austria, and Czecho
slovakia! The f'o1mer are, in the main, the result of two great waves 
of immigration, the first originating in Russia end Galicia during the 
l890 1 s and the latter in Poland after the first World War. Owing to 
the severity of the Belgian naturalization laws, a considerable pro
portion or her Jewish inhabitants kept up their foreign status. 

Contribution to National Life 

The eq11ality of rights (act11ally in force since the .r'rench occu
pation of 1792), wb1 ch independent Belgi11m proclaimed in 1831, v1as 
faithfully cat•ried out.•• If the nwnber of Jews who attained to oi'fi
ciel positions was smell, their influence was nevertheless notewort~. 
Belgi11m had Jewish i!inisters (e.g. Paul Hymans) and Senators (Sam 
Wiener, Paul Errera and Herbert Speyer), a Jewish ambassador (Paul 
May), Jewish judges, professors (Leon, Paul and Jacques Errera,Robert 
Goldschr:iidt, Niko Gunzburg, Oscar Weill, Herbert Speyer) and high 
functionaries (e.g. Max Gottschalk). Jews were also distinguished in 
military life, the services of Generals Bernheim and E1·nest T-iener 
earning special com.~endation in the first and second world wars respec
tive~. The latter, now a prisoner-of-l'tar in Germany, 1¥9.S a former 
chair11~n or the Jewish Consistory. 

Jews in Commerce and Indust1-y 

Je~1.sh enterprise, especially in the f'ields of ind1istry and fi
nance, contributed greatly to the economic development of the growing 
Belgian nation; the banking houses of Cassel, Lambert and Philipson 
playing a specially significant role in this respect. In the post-war 
period, the Jewish infiuence was partic11Jarly prominent in the dia
mond and leather-goods industries, which Je,.,s had b11iJ t up and in which 
they obtained something like a monopoly. Nor was it only in commerce 
that they left their mark, for they were equally well represented in 

* AJJ figures given in this article are unofficial estirnetes. 

**' · See page BEC 7 
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the sphere of production. There were, for instance, thousands of 
Jewish diamond-workers and at least 1500 purse-makers, r.hile they 
also had a considerable share in the textile and fur trades and in 
the manufacture of raincoats. 

Disquieting Tendencies 

At the same time, it must be admitted that in recent years there 
de,.....,.veloped a tendency to stem the tide of Jewish immigration and even 
to liquidate new a1°1°ivals by the introduction, especially in the 
economic field, of anti-alien legislation. The first victims of this 
attack were alien staJJhol.ders in the markets, consisting mainly - as 
far as the Jews were concerned - of for111er miners and laborers hit by 
the depression of 19.30, and or recent irornigrants. Later this discrimi
nation was extended to all foreign em?loyes, their right to work being 
made dependent U?On the holding of labor permits. Indeed, in the days 
i1mnediately ;>receding the f~azi invasion there was even a well-founded 
apprehension that the contin11aJ pressure of the middle class might 
resu1t in further discrimination in other branches, and that the posi
tion of foreign Jews (i.e. the majority or the Jewish population) 
might become appreciably worse. . 

• 

The Jewish population, concentrated in a few cities like Antwerp 
and Brussels, was pe1-meated, on the whole, with a keen sense of its 
Jewish affiliations. The Zionist movement was strong and influential, 
its several factions being grouped into a .l''ederation. The Jerlsh re
ligion was officiaJJ;y recognized by the Gover,1roent and a number or 
rabbis and cantors were on the State• s pay-roll. The cOl!IIIIWlities, the 
character or which in Belgi11m was purely religious, possessed a 
central organ or representation in the Jewish Consistory. The Jewish 
educational system was composed roainJy of two types or schools: Ant
werp, for instance, boasted two religious day-schools subsidized by 
the state, while there was a rabbinical seminary at Heyde and a people's 
University at Brussels, as well as a nwnber of religious and secular 
supplementary schools. 

The Press was represented by t,vo weeklies in Yiddish and one in 
.l''rench, besides a number of minor publications issued by Je1'7i$h bodies. 

Welfare and relief se1·vices were organized on a fairly extensive 
scale. In Antwerp they were grouped around the well-knovm "Centrale". 
The tendency towards coordination in Jewish matters led, in recent 
years, to the establishment of ncouncils of Jewish Associationsn. They 
embraced in Antwerp aJJ, in Brussels nearly all political, religious, 
philanthropic, cultural, economic and sporting organizations and insti
tutions. At the first World Jewish Congress, Belgian Jew1y was repre
sented by a n1imber or elected delegates. 

Refugee Relief 

Partic11J er· mention should be made 0£ the assistance afforded to 
refugees from Germany. Bel.gi11rn became one or the most hospitable 
havens of ref'Uge for the victims or the Third Reich. It is estimated 
that between the rise of Hitler in 19.3.3 and the feJJ of the country in 
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1940 no tewer than 40,000 eix11 es resided in the co1rntr.r tor longer 
or aborter periods. Some 25,000 ot them were st111 there at the time 
ot the invasion, and ot these 16,000 were rece1v1ng aid .from the 
Co11111n1ni ty'. The refugee co1111111 ttees had beto1 e them t1nanc1 al and ad
ministrative tasks ot considerable importance. In 19.39 their total 
expenditure ran to the f1gwe ot 20,000,000 Belgian francs (about 
t700, 000) • These coiua11 ttees were supported b)" the Joint Distribu
tion Co,11n11ttee, which granted them during Jan,,e,-, Mey 1940 as much 
as '275,000. Subsidies voted by the Parliament, to the extent of 
6,000,000 Belg1en :flancs in 19.39 and 8,000,000 in 1940, also helped 
to relieve the financial burden cast upon the community. 

Anti-Semitism 

The rise ot Nazism in Germany could not but affect its tiny 
neighbor on the west. The J."lemish element ot the pop11Jation, in the 
northe111 areas, was the first to be infected. S7mPa,thies ror the 
racist ideolo17, the temptation to exploit anti-Semitism as a step
ping-stone to power, and paid Geriuan propaganda, all these contributed 
their she c·e. Two groups were partic11J arly instrumental in the spread 
ot anti-Semitism in !''lenders: the militarily organized Verdinaso and 
Volksverwering. Both o~ these groups systernatically kept up, through 
their party organs, a bitter and nn~emitting Je~-baiting campaign. 
They 1\'ere joined lately b)" the .l"lemish National Party' (Vlaamsch Na
tionaaJ Verbond) which possessed a not inconside1able representation 
in Parliament. The movement spread to the Walloons in 1936, when 
the Rexist leader, Leon Degrelle, came to realize that parliamentary 
methods would never bring him to power, end decided to plq Hitler's 
card. An al]:,, or perhaps a rival, in these efforts was the anti
Jewish Rational Legion (Legion Nationale). AJJ of this agitation 
produced but little effect upon the broad messes or the Belgian people. 

Jewish Def'ense 

Jewish resistance to Nazi and anti-Semitic attack was well organ
ized. The Jewish boycott committees of Belgi11m were among the most 
efficient in Europe, whjJe counter-propaganda was carried on consis
tentl:, by' means of' pamphlets, press releases and public meetings. 

In its struggle, the Jewish leadership was greatl:, enheartened 
by the 51mpathies of Belgian public opinion. Leon Degrella I s po
litical expectations were not realized through his anti-Semitic 
activities. In the elections of April 1939, the representation ot 
the Rexist party in the Chamber of' Deputies was reduced i'rom 21 to 4 
seats. The experience of Ger111eny brought home the belief j;bat anti
Semitic agitation is us11al Jy concomitant of' fif'th-col11111c1 activity. 
This conviction led in March 1940 to the interdiction or a number ot 
anti-Jewish scur111ous periodicals. 

Inv,sion and ¥light 

News of. what was happening in Po) and, Mmoriea ot the Ge1•111en oc
cupation during the first world wer, and a]et•101st propacanda concluoted 
b)" Nazi agents together contributed, on the de:, ot the invasion, to 
the creation ot a veritable panic, leed1ng in turn, to one ot the 
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largest we a aoousea in h1sto17. 

M;I J J ions ot Belgians fied in a wild stampede toward i,·rance, and 
among them was the Je,oger pa••t ot the Jewish pop>Jetion. 

The tete ot the ax1Jes was not ever:,wheze the same. Some were 
trapped between the pincer movement ot the advancing Ger,oen divisions 
and ware forced to return home. Their example was later followed by 
others who had alread;r reached unoccupied zones. Once they got back, 
however, the;y discovered their mistake. There ensued a second Jewish 
emigration t'rom Belgil>m, mostly or an illegal natlJ••e. 

Present Position 

Contredictor.r reports and estimates per,oJt the following picture 
ot the situation up to date. ~me 200 of the older Jewish tam1Jies 
in Brussels and 1,000 engaged in the diamond ind11str.r in Antwerp (al
together, about 6,000 persons) have found retuge in the United States, 
whlle a .turther 450 families (comprising some 2,500 persona) have 
taken up residence in Central and South American co11ntriea. Nearly 
7,000 persons are scattered over England, North .Africa, Spain and 
Portugal. A turtber 81 000 (a third or wbom are Ge11oan ref'ugees) are 
in unoccupied n.eoce, where the;y bave been or soon will be interned, 
and there are sevei•J tho11sands in the occupied zone. The remainder, 
constituting about 75~ ot eJJ Jews in the countr,y on the cf.a:r ot the 
invasion, are st1JJ in Belgi11m itsaJ f. On tbe other hand, the 111e
jorit7 or the civic and religious leaders of the communit7 are now 
ab1oed. 

Fate ot the Ge1•111gp Ref)w1es 

Especi•JJ7 tr•gic bas been the fate or tho11seods or Ge1°1118n ref
ugees living on Belgian soil at the time or the invasion. On May 10, 
1940, so• 5,000 111•Jes between the ages ot 17 end 60 ware arrested 
es enem., aliens and deported to n--+nce where they were interned. In 
J1rne of the same year, .-ranch authorities had arrested Ger1nan women
retugees, too. The sto17 ot the sufferings or these 1mtort,,nates is 
connected with the sinister names of the concentration c•111ps ot St. 
Cyprian end Gura. Recently, a number or tbese inte1•neea have been 
shipped to Algeria. 

Until October 1940 the lite ot the Jews in occupied Belgi11m 
was at least endurable. No cliscriminator.r measures were introduced, 
end the economic situation improved. Indeed, so f'avorable we1e 
reports f'.ro11 home that, as stated above, a n11mber of' those who had 
original.J,7 fied to 1rnoccupied .l."rance SJD1,ggled themselves back across 
the ttontierl Whet was 1e•JJ7 happening, of course, was tbat the 
Ge1 neens were purFJSng the old tactic of' •kidding the people along• 
in order to restore tbe economic ,,ecb1ne to norueeJ and thus render 
possible an ea,ier and more lucrative spoliation ot tbe co11ntry 1 s 
resources. 
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In October 1940, however, the legal position or the Jews began 
steadiq to deteriorate. As soon as the occupation authorities came 
to give up their hopes of' setting up a Belgian Quisling regime, they 
promptly took it upon their own shoulders to introduce anti-Jewish 
legislation. The first decree of' this type, prohibiting the rit11a] 
slaughter ot animals (Shehitah), was issued on October 2.3, and was 
followed five day's later by two decrees comprising a series of curbs 
against tba .Tewa. 

The •Jew Ie,w" 

The 11.ore comprehensive or the latter two decrees, entitled Juden
Terordn,mg (•Jew Law"), definesas a Jew anyone possessing at least 
three •1acial Jewish• grandparents or two Jewish grandparents, if he 
himself professes the Jewish faith. Jews who f'led the countrT are 
f'orbidden to return. The decree also iDtroduces a separate register 
tor the Jewish population; it requires that firms 11nder Jewish con
trol be registered and f'orbids them to dispose of' their holdings; it 
also prescribes distiDctiTe marking of' Jewish hotels. 

B7 the second decree, Jews were excluded from public positions, 
the school qstem, the press and the radio. 

This last provision, however, affected but a sm•Jl n1Jmber of Jews, 
while the other ,wesures (with the exception of' the ban on Shehitah) 
scarceq bore upon the norn•J routine of de1]7 lite. Moreover, Jews 
weze g11etq heartened by tbe &)mp•thetic attitude of' their non-Jew
ish neighbors. 'l'hus, 11ost ot the Belgian authorities d1d their best 
either to soften the application of' the decrees or else qst•matica]
q to sabotage them, wbi]e the Ber Association ref'used to strike its 
Jewish 11 e11tbers ott the rolls. 

Soon there followed a second blow. On November 19, seTe1eJ hun
dreds ot Jewish eJiens, -.1.Dl7 those possessi.nc mreq provisione] 
per111its ot residence (•white identit7-cards•), were suwriq e1pel]ed 
from Antwerp to vari01,s points in the Hasselt district or Northern 
Belgi1sw. The e&ptJJsion created a varitable pen1c and gaTe rise to the 
rtmor tbat Bel.4i1en Jen ware to be deported to the LubliD •resarvat1ou11 • 

The 1esultent conf'IJsion pzoduced a tresh wave of all1g1ation, Pl·1ch baa 
not 79t subsided. 

B7 tbe Spring or 1941 tbe situation bed g1vm •ter1elJ7 worse. 
On 1"ebr1,117 15, the German autbori ties ceJ Jed a belt to tbe is•,enoe 
ot a:it-per11Jts to Jews. lfeanwh1Je, tbe }'lemish llatione]1sts bed 
adopted an eJl-out anti Sam1tic ~1ograa, their leede~Stet de Clercq, 
declaring openq I on March 2.3: •What ft went is a l~ Ge1111,n rictorJ"". 
In the w u-onth, the 81••,ssels zadio took occas1on, in HfttaJ ot 
1.ta broedca1ts, to indula• in 11nbridled 'f'ituperation ege1nat the Jen, 
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while in April, at a perforrnence ot the anti-Semitic film The Wan
derin,; Jew, the laWJer Ren, Is•mbrichts, leeder ot the Volkevane-a 
ring, prooJaimed to the audience that •the last Jew must be driven 
out or i'landera and the Welloons.• 

These events served as the prelude to an 1.ttack, on April 14 
(F.aster Mond,q) on the two leige sy11agogues in the Oostenst1aat, 
Antwerp • .l"anatic gangs broke into the sacred edifices and set fire 
to the scrolls or the Law and other religious appurtenances. 

Economic Curbs 

'lwo turther anti-Jewish decrees (both dated Mq 31) were issued 
on J1me 10, 1941. The one was otticiell;:r described as a supplement 
to the •Jaw Law" ot October 28, wt,ile the other bore the title Decree 
Ooncerning Economic Measures against the Jews (Third Jew Law). The 
essence of these decrees was that Jewish enterprises (defined as ero, 
with even one Jewi.sh director) were to be registered and clearly' 
marked •Jewish business• in Ge11oen, .rlemish and n-ench l eng,1ages on the 
stationeey, on the signs and at the entrance of their businesses; 
that thq were forbidden to dispose ot their properl7 without the con
sent ot the Gel'llian rn1litaey co@liender; Jews were also reqi1ired to 
deposit their securities with a Devisenbank (benJc authorized to ca,•17 
out foreign currency tz~nsactions) and were prohibited f'Ivm holding 
accounts with other banks. 

The purpose ot these measures was stated clearly' in the Koel
pische Zeit11ng ot J~ 16. They were destined, wrote that journal, 
•to eliminate Jews from all important economic positions•. 

Other Restrictions 

In J~ 1941 the Jewish population was forced to turn in their 
radios, while in September they were required to have their identit7-
cards st111,ped anew. A curfew was imposed upon them from 8 p.m. until 
7 a.m. Their freedom ot movement was restricted to trips to Brussels, 
Antwerp, Liege and Charleroi. Mo1eover, in Antwerp they were prohibited 
from teking walks on the streets end from frequenting public perks or 
baths. 

Despite the agonies of the sit,mtion, Belgian Jen) bas continued 
to maintain, albeit in restricted fashion, its essential social end 
cultural actin.ties. In Brussels, Jewish lite is concentrated &1°0111,d 
the co1wu,mit7 organization, wbich has teken oTer tbe to11 er 1'1111ctions 
ot the •Council• and gathered atoimd itself the various branches ot 
co11u11mel endeavor. In Antwerp, the 11Cent1ele• continues its relief 
work, Jewish sobools re11eia open and t.he Uaccabi w1aa·ization is taking 
che•"&• ot cultuzel actin.ties. 

'8 stated above, the Jewish co f I I I • i t7 is greatly' hee •-teaed by t.he 
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sympatb;y ot its non-Jewish neighbors. The pro-Nazi attittJde ot the 
Rerlsts, _.'lemish Nation•Jists and others of their 1Jk aroua• in the 
broad ,.asses ot the population nothing but suspicion and contempt. 
Such elements are regarded as traitors, and their anti Semitic agita
tion receives the same short sbri.tt as the rest or their propaganda. 

The attitude ot the Belgian Gove11,ment-in-Er1Je to••'Cis the anti
Jewish legislation operative in the ho1aeland was ror11mJl7 upressed in 
two decrees or Jan1>et"1 10, 1941. such meawr-s, se7s the ottic:l•J 
coaa11ente ,-, , are 111 egal, since they contradict II the principle or the 
Belg:lan Constitution or eq11eJit7, without distinction or creed, race 
or J•ng11•1e•. Int•1-11etic.m•J conventions do not per1oit an occuwins 
ponr to introduce such legislation. It is laid down, turther, that 
etl)one wbo assists in cttTY1DI out the expropriation-orders or the 
oocupj tng powr renders b1 mselt liable to event11•J imprisonment and 
tine end to the loaa or hie civil rights. 

** Bow honestq, Belgi1111 ma.1nta1ned the principle or eq,1aJ 1 ty mq
be 11J:utrated 'b7 the tact that on IOY•ber 22, 1938, her 
Cll•mber of Deplties devoted a special aeeting to the sharp 
eao•1de111•1etion or the pogrCIIIS recent17 J ,,,ncbad in Gen1an7 in 
the wake or the Voa Bath assassination. 'fhe courage of this 
action will be the better reaJ1zed when it is recaJJed that 
at that t1,me the anxieties of llunicb were st1JJ freab. in the 
118110l7 and tbet the whole of Ji>J>'Ope was st:IJJ Jitteey, the 
Prmch press even goini IIO tar as aJmost to aippress aJJ 
re!erence to the excesses ll+lJe the !xench Gover,11,ent wined 
and d1ned VQD Ribbentrop. 
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L U :X E II B U R G 

Back,:round 

'Jhe .f'irst record of' a Jew living in T,aixemburg appears in a do
cument dated 1276. Diring the middle ages, the Jews lived in a 
ghetto and when the Speniards ca1re {middle of' the sixteenth centu-
17) tbq we1e all e:.pelled. 'l'b.erea.f'ter, with the exception of' a 
few Yarnmos, tbere were probably' no Jews in Iiltxemburg again until 
the em or the eighteenth century. By- the laws or Janua1-y 28 and 
July' 20, 1790, and of' September 27 and HOTember 13, 1791, the Jews 
were granted eq,,,1 civil rights with other citizens. A Jewish 
co1a1111rnit7 was organized 1mder a law or March 17, 1808. 

In 1935, about 3,100 Jews lived in the Grand Duchy (about 
1.1% or the total population or 285,524, according to the census 
or 1927). They were engaged mainJ;y in industry end can,oerce. 

On May 10, 19,40 came the Gen1en occupation. Part or the 
Jeri.sh population .f'Jed before the invaders into France. '1'hose 
who renin live ,mder !lazi rule wl•ich bes practically' llqui.dated 
tbe Jewish COIPWtrni t7 in T,aaxeaburg. 

• 

.Anti-Jewish legislation began with two decrees or September 
5, 19,40 forbidding inte11arri.age and intimate relations with 
•Ar7ans• aud req,airing the registration or ,11 property or I?ixem
burg Jews in the country and abroad. UnJ ike a n11mber or other 
occupied corntries, in I•ixemburg tbe term "Jew" is defined in ac
cordance with the JJJureaberg laws or Ge1 1aw. Thi s ma;y be regarded 
as an indication tbet tbe Ge1111ans intmd to incorporate the Grand 
Ducq iDto the Reich. 

'Jhe provisions 1ega:rd1ng the registration or Jewish property 
were supplemented by de01ees or December 19, 1940, Feb1"1>a1-y 7 end 
February 18, 1941, the two last providing that the propertJ" of' 
Jews who .f'led or emigrated .f'rom Iilaxembu:tg co11Jd be declared .f'or
.f'eit. 'Jhe Jews were also excl1ided .f'roa the state subsidies grant
ed to obiJdreu or Jarge families (decrees or December 23, 19,40 and 
Januax-y 15, 1941). Ckl. December 3, 19,40, the slaughter or live 
stock iD accordance with Jewish ri t1MJ. requi.1 emente (Shecbi tab) 
was prohibited. In August 1941, it was announced tbat Jews st:tJJ 
living ~ I•ixe1oburg would be treated in accordance with regula
tions effective in Germany (ban on travelling, Star or David,etc.). 
ParaJJel with tbe antisemitic legislation carne the drive to expel 
the Jews. 

Ckl. September 18, 1940, the Gestapo transmitted to Dr. Serebri
nic, the Chief Rabbi of I•ixemburg, en order tbat all Jews leave the 
ccnmt17 within two weeks, taking with them no more tban 1,500 francs 
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(about $JO) and about s1 xt..r pounds or persmal luggage. 

It was impossible to cc-oply with tbe Gestapo order. When the 
time J :fm:f t had ecpired, the Gestapo herded h11ndreds of Jews in 
.freight trains end sent them by way of occupied France and Spain 
to the Portuguese border. '!he Portl.€uese authorities refused to 
admit them and they remained .for weeks in a No Man• s I,and between 
Spe:fn and Portugal, living in freight cars arn:Jd .frightrul conditions 
or cold and b11nger. Thanks to the caabined efforts of the Grand 
Duchess or Ltixemburg and Jewish relief organizations, some or them 
succeeded in obtaining ship passage. 

Of the rerne:fning Jews or Io1ocemburg, groups are periodically 
rounded up b:, the Gestapo eod sent to Polish ghettos. 
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BOLL.AID 

The Jews have alft.7• enJoJed complete i'leedom in the Nether
lands. tJnJike other E11ropeen ooimtries, the Jews there were never 
segregated in Ghettos, nor C11rbed in en;y we;y. The a.rcbi:ves 0£ 
men;, n&tch townships make JIN,tion of' Jews as early as the 14th 
century. Jews drivan f':N11 Spain and Port.-1gal eagerly tl1,-ned to 
Holland tor refuge. Religiou.a libert7 tor eJJ citizens was fon,eaJ
l;y guaranteed b;y Wi J J i ea of Ox•arege in 1582, as recorded in ArticJ e 
XIII of the Union of Utrecht. 

B7 the middle or the 17th centur,- the first Ge1111en end Polish 
Jews arriTed. J,a•ge Jewish COlflllmities sprang up in Allsterda11, the 
Hague, lliddJeburg and Rotterdam toward the e11d of the 17th cen'b1c')'. 
At the ti.lie IIOSt of' the Genoan and PoJiah ieeeo1grar,t Jews were anaJJ 
tradeB111811 and did not prod11ce the echo] ars and scientists as did the 
settlers f'1uo Por1A1gal who gave the world B&Iuch Spinoza (1632-16'77), 
Uriel Acosta (1590-1647), llenasseh ben Israel (1604-1657). 

o1ewa were ve1, influential in the c01,d11ct of foreign affairs and 
the wars of' the coi,atry as far back as the 17th and 18th centuries 
•rnder the rule of the House of Orange (11.Macbado, de Pinto, etc.). 

In 1795 the Batavian Republic, as Bolland was then knom, felt 
the .full iapact of the French .Revolution and its acc01apany;lng emancipa
tion of the Jews. It inspired the National Convention on Septa,*er 
2, 1796, to atfim that •No Jews of the Batavian Republic sbaJJ ever 
be denied the rights and privileges of citizenahip. 11 

n&tch Jews .f'iiJJy participated in the coimtry•s econcw1c, political 
end cultl1ral Ute. Their 1..01e outstanding savants and Jurists include: 
Tobias 11.c. Asser (1838-1913), Jacques Oppenheim (1849-1924) and 
E.M. 'ie;yers (b.1880); the writers He1101n He1Je11oane (1864-1924) end 
Israel Qtlerido (1874-1932); artists J1.k19 Isaac Israels (1824-19U) 
and the actress Esther de Boar vac, Rijk (1853-19.37). 

In 1810 there ware 161882 Jewish inhabitants in Holland; in 1933 -
156,817, or 1.3% of the 001mtr71 s totaJ populati011 ot 8,392,102, 
according to ttre census take•, in 1934. In .Amsterdam alone there were 
66,ooo, or approximately 8% of the cit7• s dwellers. Those n•vnhers were 
increased miring 1933-1940 with the arrival of 25 to 30 thousand refugees 
f1-om Ge11oa•v, .Austria and Czechosl.ovak1 a. 

It is estimated that i'or 19.30, 11$ of the Je\'IS were employed in 
1nd:J1stry, 45'/, in caemerce and l~ in miscellaneous occupatioias. 

In .Amsterdam, the Sephard1 c and Asbkepazi Jews have two vaJ11eble 
libraries: Bibliotheka Rosa,,tbaJiana and tae Livraria de Montesinos. 
The Society for +be Advanc&1oent of Jewish Stladies has made s1ga,1ficant 
contribv.tiODs to Jewim cul.tare. 
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Pre-war Holle1+d resisted reaolute]T the Kazi ideoloa end its 
•gg1oaaiw propege•-da. The •aticnel Soc1aJ1st Pe.rey 1,nder Al.tied 
luseert rnede little progress among the pop11Jeee. In December, 19S9, 
the Uniwrsit.7 of A•ste1-dea inaugurated a widospxead protest against 
Jewish persecution in Gere1ev. That ,as perhaps t.he last open ex
pression aga1nst .. ziaa in tree HoJleud. 

OD Jla1' 10, 1940, the 1'azis invaded the countr.r and, after a brief 
heroic struggle, its iDdependence «ts destrCG"ed. The J'ews were sndden.13' 
confronted with a catastrophicel ait.iietiou. 011l7 a m.J.l n11,lber s11c

oeeud in escaping to Fxence am E,ctglam; the rest remained at the 
••rey• of the ratbless conquexor. 

The GerND Occupation 

Daring the first weeks ot tbe occupation, the Bazis mede strenua11a 
et.forts to wiD the Du.tch people over to their ca11ae and, f'or a short 
time, e'ftn lett the J'ews 1rnd1sturbed. Then re•Jizing that the Dutch 
wolJld never be coaxed 1.Jito •collaboration,• the Bazis 1rnloosed an 
inh11111&u, pitiless campe1gn against th9 whole populatiou, with special 
eapbesis on the J'ews. 

It started (June, 1940) with the looting ot .Jewish stores end 
tbe removal of Jewish judges tierot tbe bench. J'ewish laW¥ers, p~sic1ans 
end dentists were ordered to confine their practice to Jewish clients 
only. Children• s hotels end refugee ceuters as well as the famous HOBte 
tor tho Aged in A•sterdem, were confiscated by the authorities, and a 
n1DPb9r ot aoc1aJ institutior,s were closed. Kazi assaults on lite be
C&lll9 tioquent spectacles. Su11e SOO Jews wore arrested in Amsterdam 
and in tbe Hague end sent to concentration camps. Refugees were roiinded 
up and returned to Gex I eny. 

On July 251 (•Verordn11ngsblatt," August 3, 1940), tbe lfazis p10-
scribed ri t11al slaughter ,,nder tbe ''tender• pretext of preventing 
crml-ey to animals. OD August 28, 1940, tbe;r orrJerod that all persona 
of' J'ewish and partial J'ewish descent be e:z:cl11ded fr<JD public office 
and barred t'rom teaching, except in specific Jewish schools. .A. .Tew 
was detined as one laviDg one .Jewish grandparent. Any person belonging 
or having belonged to a Jewish congxegation was considered a J'ew. 

Persons so classified were •advissd" on September 11 to register 
and, three days later, that •advice• was extended to include 81'\YODB 

who was ma tTied to a Jew or partial J'ew. The Razis I qste,matic de
struction ot J'ewish econaa1 c lite was stepped up when they ordered 
all Jews ow111ng or controlling shops to submit a list of their stocks 
on hand end of their holdings abroad by love.mber 30. Sigc11ticant]3', 
refugees who immigrated after Januar,y 30, 19S3, were aslmd to state 
their last place of residence, i.e., Ger•oa•\Y, Ozechoslonk1 a or Pol and, 
for tm ostensible purpose ot reprisal • 
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Beginning with March 12, 1941, a license is needed for the engage
ment in aw farm of business enlierprise, remodelling of buildings, rent
ing, leasing and liquidating of shops, stores, offices and rooms, in 
accordance with a coroJJe1')' to the decree of October 22, 1941. The 
Reicbskomissar may appoint trustees (Tre11baender) for aey shop, with 
the said shop conring their administrative expenses, or ter111inate its 
existence after serving for111aJ notice. Evasion of this order carries 
a long te1m or imprisonment or a heav,y fine • 

.Tews rnay no longer trade in the Stock Exchange. This injunction, 
however, does not deprive them altogether of membership in tbe Stock 
Exchange Union, but pe11nits tbe hiring of ~an agents to represent 
them in aw stock transaction they 1rndertake. 

Jews are excluded from the Dutch Labor Service (HoJJandischer 
Arbeit.sdienst) by- a decree issued on May 21. 

Jews ow11ing real estate or Jam had to repcrt such hold1ngs by 
J1rne !50, end were given 11ntil September 1, 1941, to execute and not.arize 
the sale thereof. Sales effected between May 9, 1940, and May 27, 1941, 
required licenses of record. 

Another decree of August 8 stip11Jates that Dutch Jews must deposit 
al J their money aod ccnvertible .assets in a special account with the 
Ge11uan controlled banking house of Lippu1an, Rosenthal et Co., of 
Amsterdam. Thia also applies to executors of Jewish capital and public 
funds. If o:ae • s emo11nt exceeds 1, 000 guilders, or be more than 1/10 of 
the taxable inoome for 1940-l, tl:s "free maximtUB" will be fixed to 
cor1espom with the se1d 1/10. Persons whose total capital is less 
tben 10,000 florins and wlx>se taxable income for 1940 amounted to less 
than 5,000 guilders, are exempt. The penalty for violation is imprison
ment up to 5 7ears and a heav,y money fine • 

A law imposed August 16, provides that all mortgages must be 
registered with the Netberlandiscbe Kedaster (laud registry office) 
at the HagUB before September 15. This institution is authorized 
to take over and administer Jewish Ja1*'1 property. The Reichskomissar 
has further ordered to keep Jewish stores closed on S1rnday and eJ1rn1-

• 

na.te all regul.ati ns which tend to favor Jewish business in aw way or 
form. 

After October l, all Jews were barred from public markets, aucti,)ns, 
produce exch~es end slaughter bC11ses. 

The Nazis boast tbat som 20,000 Jewish enterprises are aJieady 
11nder Aryan control. It is their femjliar process of expropriation: 
first Jewish officials are dismj ssed, Nazi commi ssers appointed, and, 
finaJJ7, Jewish property liquidated at forced sale prices. 
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.A.part f'1'ulo destroying the Jews economically, other Nazi decrees 
and defamations aim to humiliate the Jews. In December, 1940, Jews were 
prohibited from employing domestics of Gezwen extraction. Jewish stu
dents, wishing to complete their studies, now .have to obtain penoi ssion 
from the Mini:ltry or Education as or February ll, 1941. No new Jewish 
student is allowed to enroll in a 11niversit;)•. On April 2, the govern
ment commissioner for.Haarlem thenceforth barred Jews from restaurants, 
motion pictures, theatres, public dining rooms and baths. Later, the 
Mayor of the Hague excluded them from hotels and parks. They were also 
forbidden to appear on the boulevards of Scheveningen, K.ykd11i n, Mon::iter 
and Wassenaar. 

On September 5, an order was issued by which J e,,1.3h chi J dren were 
excJuded from schools attended by non~ewish teachers, and segregated 

c 

in special schools. 

The Genera i Co111111i ssioner of Internal Security declared, on September 
15, that henceforth Je\viah movements in the streets will be governed by 
1egi1lations similar to those enforced in Ge1111any; He has subjected them 
to a curfew, restricted their inter-urban travel, and prescribed for them 
a yellow Star of David on the left side of their coats. Jews must also 
stay a~ frOMa libraries, muse11ms, swimming pools, beaches, sport events, 
Pi1llman and dining cars. · 

Finally, decrees were issued which had a tragic but also a grotesque 
character: tor instance, in April 1941, the occupational e11thorities 
decreed that Jewiah bood was not to be used for transfusion tor •Aryan" 
patients. 

Enforceraent of these defamatory regulations is invariably accompanied 
by wholesal~ arrests and exiJ e to camps. By way of inciting the Dutch 
people, the movies are ordered to feature the anti-Semitic pictiire, 11 'l'he 
Eternal Jew," and the Je1-ts are painted as t.rie prime cause of their mis
fortunes. Their diabolical efforts notwithstanding, the Nazis hav<j failed 
in completely destroying Jewish life in Holland. Despite t..~eir confisc,.lted 
institutions, the communities continue to fwiction in the fields of mutual.
aid and education. A Jewish newspaper, •Der Yoodsche Wachter" {The Jew
ish Guardian) ia being publ13hed. 

The attitude of the Duch masses comforts them in their sort'Ow. Stolid 
as they are, they sh.ow in more than one way their opposition to the Ge101an 
overlords. Duch offici:il qu~i.rters resent the Nazi brand of anti-Semitism. 
The native police, left co.np,~r3.tively intact, had closed a.ow,, the. •De 
llisthoorn•, a counterpart of the infamous •der Sti,ei-mer•, on the grounds 
that it end&.niexed the public peace. 

At the t1me the Bazi anti~e,:ish measures cascaded upon t.'1eir victims, 
the Protestant Dlini3ters addressed to Seyss-In-111,irt {October 24, 1940) the 
tollowing spirited protest, quoted in parts: 

• ••• These measures violate the spiriti10J d.4,?Jlity 01· mankind, are 
contrary to the principles of Christian mercy ••• '!he Church canoot look 
on calmly upon the siiftering of a people who have given Christ to us ••• 
We ther~fore urge 1)mr Excellency to repeal these mea3UI'es in the spirit 
of your sol e111r1 pledge to respect our tradition and customs and not to en
force upon us an ideology and practices completely alien to our nature.•.• 
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'l'he Le7den professor, Rudolf P. Cleveringa, a pupil of the ousted 
Jewish jurist, Edward Moritz Meyers, publicly declared at the time of 
the latter's disrn:lssa] regardless of the certain consequences for such 
courageous utterances: "... I cannot adequately express the sense ot 
sbw and sorrow I ac.a 1111' colleagues feel... Indeed I should allow 
the terrif)'ing si]enc1 speak for a]J ot us... We had hoped to be spared 
the crying injustice... While n are imahle to .fight suprior force ••• 
we can confidently look to the future... The figure of t,ieyers will yet 
retUl"ll to our midst.••" 

The toJJowing day' Cleveringa was hustled of! to a concentration 
camp. Bis students staged violent protest demonstrations. Thus the 
oldest 1mi:varsity in Ho)Ja.nd, t-be Leyden University, was closed. 

As an eloquent gesture of sympatby ma,ay Gent:IJes bring food and 
other necessities to their Jewish neighbors; boycott the theatres, 
movies and cefas, and secretly raise throughout the Netberlands relief 
f 11nds to aid the Jews rendered destitute by vicious Nazi legislation. 
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.Tewa haYe lived in lrence since the third cent111"7 wl,en, as 
B.omen citisena thq eetabJ1shed t.tading colonies on the south coast 
and alorig the principal •te1 we:,.•• Dwelling at first on tel'IIS ot 
em1t7 with their neighbors, th87 later enc011r1tered the hoat1ltt., ot 
tbe Christian Church end ot its aore tenaticel ecclasiatics end 
eoYereigbna. Following centuries ot persecution and oppression, not 
acl11dtng baniabllent ho• seYerel cities and proYinces,••• thq 
were f1nel.'q expelled troa the co1rntr., and robbed ot their property 
bT Charles n in 1394, to be restored or,l:, in tbe et a teenth end 
se'Y9Dteenth centuries. 

Despite be•zdahips, however, the Jews ot i.tence succeeded, 
tb r 011ghout tb1 a period, in N1nte1n1ng a high level ot 01,l tural 
ecb1e'V8118Jlt, producing such outstanding tigurea ot scholarship as 
OER&J:BOB ban JUD.AH ot Jla:,ence (960-1040) end the illustri01i1 RASHI 
{Babbi Solomon Iaeeci) ot 'Izo,es (1040-ll05), toreaoat .Tni,sh 
co tator on tbe Bible end Telmw, and avvtng as one or the 
ainspr1ngs ot Jewish lee1•11ing in the West. 

The modern history ot French .Tewx, begins on September 'ZT, 
1791, when a demee ot the Rational Aaeembly' {ratif'ied lJT the 11ng 
on loveaber 13) reaoved atJ previous disabilities and admitted th• 
to ti•lJ rights ot French cit1seneb1-p. 

' 

The emancipation time granted, torer1•r1uer ot s1m1ler 
aeaauree tb1"01Jgh 1)11 ope, paved the R1' tor an increasing participa
tion ot .Tewa in elJ pbaaea ot n•ti01,al lite. Suttice it to sq, in 

* The legislation ot the Vicb:, Gover11a1ent was extended al10 to 
tba French !llpire. In view ot the geographic lim1tation ot 
this work (.Tews in Europe) we ollitted to treat the sit11etion 
ot the Jewe in the French de.p,endoncie1. The reader cen find 
tb1a 1nf'o101etion in •Jewish Affairs• Vol.I, llo.2, ot 
September 1941. 

•• The eerllest Jewish settlements were Avignon (2nd cont.); 
L7ons (4th cent.); Arlee, larborine end Paris (5th cent.); 
and Bordee,a, .ldge, Orleans, Jlarse1Jlea and Tours (6th cent.). 
The settlement at Toulo•zse dates £1 om the eighth century 
end tbet at lfontpell1er troll the llth centur;y • 

. 

••• E.g. troa •arborme (673), Sens (876) end Ile-de-Fr•11ce (ll82). 
L•,-ge scale 1 KplJlsions in 1306 and 1322 were revoked in 1315 
•nd 1359 respective'q. 
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the field or scholarship, the representative names of Henri Bergson 
(1859-194)) an'\ IAoJJe Durk:heia (lSSR-1917), in philosophy; Jacoues 
Hadamard {b.1865) and Maurice Levy (1838-1910) in mat.hematics, Gabriel 
Lippman, Hobel pt'ize winner (1845-1921) in pby'sics; Salo111011 Reinach 
(1858-1~32) in a"rchaeology! HiptK>lyte Be'T"Dhei m (1847-1919) a:nd Fe1-r1Bnd 
Vida] (1862-1929) in medic:lne, I,yon Caen(l838-1910) in Jurisprudence, 
and Lucien Lev.r-Br.ihl (1857-1959) in anthropology. Literature claims 
Cat11JJe MendeR {1841-19)9) Gustave Kebn (1859-1936), Henri Bernstein 
{b.1876), And1"'8 Spire (b.1868), Andre Mauroi~ (b.1885), F.dmo~d Fle9 
(b .1874) and Ber11aro Larava {1863-1903): Geo-r11.es Bizet (1838-1875), 
Jacr,ual'J Hal.evy {1799-186?), ,Ja~t:'!118~ Offenbach (1819-1880) and Maurice 
Ravel (1875-1937) in ~uRi~· Rachel (Eli~abeth Felix) 1820-1858) and 
Sa.,.ah Be1-n"iaro.t (1845-1923) in dramatic arts~ and in painting Camille 
PisRarro (1850-19)3) and Rose Bonheur {1822-1899). In politics mention 
may be made of Isaac Adolphe Cremiewc (J 796-1880), Achille Fo11Jd (1800-
1887) , Leon Bl1m (b .1872) r.eorges rAandel (b .1885) and Jean Zay. 

Nor is it only in civil lite that the Jew~ of France have made 
their conti:-ibution. In the first World War, 8500 * out of a total of 
40,000 in service *" lost their lives in defense of the tatherJaod, 
wh:IJe in recent hostilities no less than 60,000 rallied to tbe colors. 

Desoite their contribution to national lite and the relative 
insiimitioauce of their numbers, antagonism towal"ds the Jew~ '1-\as been 
a feature ot certain Fren~h circles for the past fifty years. Th.iR 
movement is associated mainly with reactionary and monarchist elements, 
to whom the liberal heritage or the Revolution is a token of cultural 
retrogxession. 

F:rench Jewry 

Fren~h Jewr,y today is C0111posed or~ a) Fren~°I'! hol""!, b) Ea~t 
"!l;u.T"ooeans and c) Oriei,tals. As far as the act11aJ. n1vnber or Jews llv
in~ at present in F'r'ance is concerned, it is impossible to tell with 
anY degree of accuracy, since for the past 150 years, tbs National 
Census has not renuired registration of faith. ,However, accordin~ to 
the most rel1.able authorities, the n1nnber of Jew<> i"l 1955 wa-= about 
250,000. Following the rise of Hitle,., about 50,000 Jewis"i refu~f'! 1 

are est:lmat~ti to have enterec'I. the countl'Y from Ge101any, Austria and 
Cze~ho~lovak)a. In this same period, several thousand Poli~h Jew!'! also 
entered the co11ntry. To the<=1e nivnl:lers must be added a turt!ie,.. 25,000 
Jew-;;, who, during the wild stampede,11011.l"ftd in from the LowJ.and~ i'l 
f.la.y-Ju~e 1940. AJ J owini:r, therefore, tor a reasonable rnarvi11 ot e ,-,-o.,., 
the agg,egate or Jew~ may be out down at 330,000, which is o.7% or the 
total population or Fran~e. 

* 2,000 were aliens. 
~M Inc1udin~ 15,000 aliens. 
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Oceapational clistribution 

About 70'/. ot P'Iench Jewr1 noru.l.ly live in Paris. Unofficial 
&OW"cea estiJlate the occ11patioua] distribution of the Jews employed in 
that city in 1936 approxl rne:t.e]y aa follows: 

l1ench- East Orientals 
born EurOQ!aDS 
% ~ ,,, 

C Offlll9!"C8 60.0 35.0 70.0 
Industt7 & Handjeraf'ts 20.0 50.0 15.0 
I,1heral Professions 20.0 5.0 5.0 
Varia - 10.0 12.0 

These tiltUJ"8S mey be taken as representatiw of French Jewx'Y as 
a whole. 

Present distribution 

Tbe coll.apse ot France, on J1me 22, 1940, and the subseauent 
partition of the country into an occupied and unoccupied zone, trane
tee1e+acl, almost over1,:Sght, the structure ot French JewJ"Y. In the first 
trqic da:rs ot bewilderment th01isauds of Jews tl.ed desperatel.v from 
the capite] to the seem1ng refuge of the •tree" area. It iA impoi::sihlA 
to deter·u11rre accuratelY how many Jews there are today in each ot the 
two Z•l'.¥)8 1 but a reasonable estimate may perhaps be for1aed on the basiA 
ot tbe tollowlng statistics tor Jewish heads of tarn1lieB in t~e deoart
aent of the Seine (Paris and environs) compiled by Xavier Va]Jat, 
Comaissioner tor Jewish .Affairs: 

A. A]1ens 
BatUt"e]1eed 
French citizens by ma1•riage 
French citizens by declaration 

B. Freneh-born 

34,152 
11,795 

966 
480 

47,393 

17.066 

64,459 

Countint1: 2-3 persons to a farn1 ]y, the n1aber of Jews in the 
afo:ruentioned departllent thus amounts approx1rnatelY to 160,000, and 
since there are nc,n,a] lY but tew Jew!! in t..lie rest ot the occupied zone, 
wb1]e Alsace-Lo1·1·e1ne is today practica]Jy "judenNtn," the round .fi
gure ot 165,000 will probably cover. the total n11mber of Jewi:i in the 
Ge11ean-contro]]ed area. Deductin°-' this n1nber tram the agg1egate 
s~,000 •~t1mated to have been in the country at the time of the 
ar,,1 stice, Jews 11nder the Vi~hy" Government may thus be put, at approx-\ -
mate]Jr 165,000. 

These figures, however, nuct11ate tor the tollowi~ :raason~ 
although the two zones as wll as BelP"ium are of'ticiaJJy sepat'ated, ano 



althowrh the Jews are not allowd to rove trca om zone to the other, 
lite ia atronger tbeu all decrees iasuad, and a trauater trCffl· one 
place to tbe other - even to a liaited degree - st1 l 1 takes place. 

The aboft figures prOft that the n1Plber ot al 1en Jews is 
aore then twice tbat ot the izench Jews, idaile ~ ot thoee possess
ing trench citiunsh1p are ot foreign birth. E"JiplJlsion ot alien 
Jews a,., revision ot natuzel 1 sation wo•Jl d, therefore, confront saae 
200,000 persons with 1-inent disaster. 

The tell ot Fxence end the introduction ot tbe •Rational 
Revolution" under llarshel Petain wre twin disasters tor the Jewi11h 
pol)Ulation. OD the one bend, the Jews wre exposed to t.l\e ruthl e!3S 
anti-Jewish policy ot the invaders, and on the other, to a recru -
descence of anti el ien and anti-Semitic tendeuciea on the part ot 
the Vichy GOftrnment. In the following pages an attempt will be made 
to present in rapid outlim, the ra1n features ot the Jewish ~taet
ropbe in each ot the two areas. 

Oer.upied zone 

.Aceox-d1ng to article 3 ot the .lrllistiee, Gel"lrit'OY enjc,ys there 
11nder the f'ull rights ot an OOCUJlY'ing powr. The ixeneb Gove.nment 
asws the obligation ot supporting ell •asures proceed1 ng tran the 
exercice ot these riy,hts and of putting th• into affect with the aid 
ot the ,.,,,Ja1 strative mach1Mr;r. 

The Ge,e1aa occ11potion is, in reality, not an ordiaa1"Y m1l1ta
r"Y occ•i1eatiou; it is an attempt to penetrate into ell phases of poli
tical , spiri t•,al arid eeo11c-e1 c lite ard to tW:D the country into a Nazi 
coloq. Jzench papers st1ll appear in Paris, but they are French only' 
beca11se ot the Jeng111p, as they are strongly intluencad by the Gen1,1ns. 
L1kewise, there is a French rad1o, but here again coo1o.A1uation bas lett 
its mark, and the rad1o is now but a mouth-piece tor Dr. Goebbels. 

Whereas, sout.h ot the line ot demarcation, political or~n1za
tions have been dissolved, in Paris seve:re.l. new ones bava been created 
since the ane1 stioe. They incl11de the Flee Front, 'the Rational Collecti
vist Party, the French Leagua, the lfational Popular Gt•oup, the Fzench 
Popular party and the Social Bevolutiona1"1 Movement. The leaders ot most 
ot these groups procla1m that Petain•s Revolution is not sutticiently re
volutiona1'Y and anti-8emitic, and that F11encb collaboration with Gero1any 
1~ not close enough. 

Anti-Semitism 

.Anti-Semitic activity followed illmediately upon the ent17 of 
the Get ,,ans into France. Paris bad not been occupied tor a month bet ore 
a French counterpart of the Jew-baiting 11Stue111ter• sardoniceJly entitled 
"Au Pilori" (To the Pillory) was on sale in the streets. Witb1n a weak, 
the ettect of tb1s scendel011s sheet was appe1•nt. The eapital awolce one 
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aorn1nr to t:lc+a tbe windows of eeny stores plastered with the words 
•10 Jews •·' 1:tted". In less then a month the aovement ot Jewish ex
clusiOJl bed Spiead to the tbee.tres, the Paris Salon, end the Conse!"
vatoire. 

lor was 11.lu Pilori" alone in the attack on the Jen. Other 
jOW"•t•Js, aau1ng their real purpose 111.der such patriotic titles as 
11La 11-ence au T1avail" (!1ence at Work), •La Vie Nationale11 (Ration
al X,1 te) , or •X,e Paris", vied with one another in a campaign of 
virulence, wJ,Jle 1111cb old-established newspapers as "Le Matin" and 
"Paris Soir• did not disdain to se1.-ve as whicles tor Nazi propaganda. 

Nevertheless, it was not easy to convince the !1ench people 
that the Jews were the cause of their misfort1rnes. They Jc11ew o•,ly too 
well that behind these anti-Sem1tic on~laughts stood. the Old Gize1-d ot 
reaction bend-in-glove with the Nazis. There wre, ot course, quite a 
number of grwps reac:17 to capitalize on the campa.1,m, such as the youn~ 
Paris lawyers who, on July 30, protested against Jewish and Masonic 
coapetition, or the crowds who, on Aug,,st 20 end September 5, demon
strated against Jews on the Champs El.yeees and the main boulevai-ds of 
the capital. These, however, wre but purely sporadic phen<Aoena. The 
attit,Jde of the Flench poptilation tow&I-d the Jews was at all ti;;tes 
co1"1ect and often distinct]t friendly and conside1ate. Per~onaJ liber
ty was not assailed. Indeed, it is a matter ot record that tbe stronger 
the p!'essu.~ of the Nazis be<'.w, the farther did the l'zench t>8ople re-
coil tr011 •uti-seaitic feelings. Signs in stores and public places 
forbidding admission to Jews b,d aha>it ot disappearing, wt,JJe su~gestions 
in the press (e.g. by Jean Thorel) that Fl-anee organize an exodus of the 
Jews from Europe, failed to f1nd appieciahle response. 

Confiscations 

Preliminar.Y propaganda was, h011ever, soon followed b:, direct 
action. At tirst this took the fozm ot extia-legal confiscations. On 
August 21 and 27, Gestapo agents in Paris made the ro,mds of the lead
ing Jewish organizations, incl1Jdiag the World Jewish Co~ss, the 
Jewish National Fund, the ORI', the OSE end the temous Ecole Rabbin1aue. 
A few 119eks later (on November 5 and 28), the ottioes of the Alliance 
Israelite tJniverselJe, as well as those ot the Jewish Teleaaphic Agency 
1'8?"8 l"&icled, and some 60,000 vol,111es ti-om the libraries ot the Alliance 
and the Ecole Rabbin1011e wre removed to the Institute tor Research on 
the Jewish Prable11 in Frankfort. On September 13, the child1en•s homes 
r11n b7 the ORT in St. Denis and Tournelle wre confiscated, 1!11Je in 
Paris aJJ S)••arogues, with but one exception (the Rothschild s311agogue in 
the Rue de la Victoire) , 118:r'e closed. * Simul-£aneousl.Y, the forl11nes 
ot the house ot Rothechild were declared forteit, end five months later, 
the same fate overtook those ot other wealthy Jews, such as Lazard· 
Brothers, Saul Ama:r and Louis Dreyfuss. 

* Some sy11Bgogues,ho1ever, 11&re later reopened. 



'fl:le• •••m: ••, howwr, soon caw WQ' to tba 1Dtrod11ction 
ot tw.11J ati-Jewish legi1J etion. AD 1n1t1 el deone, iasm4 on 
September 27, pm1bited eJJ .tugiti"N• belor,g;lng either presently 
or in tbe past to tba Jewish· :reJ 1 g;lon ol' having aon tben two 
Jewish arempuenta traa retur11:tn1 to the occupied som • .Tews wre 
ordered to register with the authorities before October 20 • 1"5 
to baw tbair papers 1tapad. with tbe word JtN, wt,1Je by the •Dd 
ot the sw aonth, eTer., Jew19h-owned buimaa ••• t.o be aarked 
41.atinc~ aa a •Jewish J!:nterpriN. • Leedera ot Jewieh commni
tie1 wre reau1,o4 to 111ppJ7 tba authorities with eJJ uter1eJ e,14 
4ocmenta moa11e 17 tor tba eDcution ot thia ma8ll1"8. 

'fhia decree was aoon toJJond b7 a Nocmd on October 18, 
orderi.Dc the registration ot eJJ .Jewish cor1cer11a, ,,.., b7 a later 
decree ia111114 on Deou.ber 12, 1940, appointinc •.&r.,an• cc+w111 ss1cm.
ers ill chexp ot tbea. '1'ba erowt,1ng blow tell, howvor, on 1()11] 
28, 1911, when a mw order, the 10-c•JJed •Third De~ree,• re'rla-
ing the teru ot tba origineJ decree ot Septuber, detiDed aa a 
Jew (a) ere7ona possessing at J eeat three .Jewish ,uendp11ent1, i.e. 
members of a ,Tewieh oong1egation, or (b) eqone poa•saing but two, 
it be or ab8 wee c41"1 ent]T ao af'tiliatad or arried to a .Jewish 
spouae. AJJ persona taJJing witb1n tbe new categories wre reciui"'-1 
ed to coapl7 with the consequent regulations by llq so. Koreovor, 
Jen wre forbidden, as txaoa• llay' 20, to •niece in wboJ eaeJ e end re
te1 J c rce, reatawant erd hotel b11a1nesa, insurance end tourist 
agencies, c•n•ier se1•vice1, bank1ug, ed:vertising, real estate, aort-
1&&8 treusections am •plo1]19nt burea,11. They were also prohibited 
troa acting as co; rerc1aJ traftllers end high otticiala in ari.v estab
lialment or frOII accepting aq position 1),ich might bring them into 
41.rect contact with ouatOMrs oia cJ1enta. It was iurtber Je1d down 
that, enn iD otber toms ot eaploymant, Jews •re to be replaced 
b7 •.Ar.rans• on tba demand ot the Genan •1J1tan authorities. 

On •a.:r 28, 194], tbe Ge111en llilltar., authorities iaaeued the 
so ceJJe4 •fourth" anti-Jewish decree, accw-ding to wl•1ch Jews or 
Jewish-owned entexpriaes which 119!'9 not 7et 1rnder the control ot ".Ar7an" 
0Cllllliasioner1 c01ild not dispoN ot their capita) or securities, un-
less tbe7 wre iD possession ot a special licence of the •Controle 
des Adm1n1strateura provisoires.11 'fhis decree al10 applied to goods 
or objects ot vaJ1Je owned b7 Jen or Jewish enterp11.ae1. One excep
tion was m•de in this decree, i.e., tba execution of no1111aJ trans -
actions conr,ected with tbe uintenence ot the enterprise and p&1'Jl8nt 
ot w1p1, with a limitation, hoaowr, tbat the aontbJy amount shoulcl 
not exceed 16,000 tzanca. This law, wb1ch also ccaprised paneJt.v 
provisions, entered 1n:to effect on J11D8 10, 1941. Thul, practicaJJy all 
tbe J11iah-omed pxoperty was blockad. 

The results or these •asuros wre soon apparant. As ear]T 
as Spring )94], Berlin could cJe;le that SCIM ll,000 Jewish enterprises 
in Paris were pxacticeJJ;r under tbe ad•e1u1stration of•ArYan• com 
missioners. 
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It d8p11a-ia le, ... ~ 11pc41 tba teaperwll't ot tbe ccmaisaio1;ara 
whether or not the Jewish owners are depriwd forthwith of all 
MIDI ot lli>sistance. Their Jewish eaplc,yeea, howftr, receive no 
Quarter •h•tsoewr, end their consequent pll,i:ht ie st:1 J J turther 
ag1a,ated by tlw eewre wapl01lilfnt crisis in the oecup:1 ed sone. 

The extent ot the d8printion ean be judnd trom statistics 
coapiled b7 Xavier V•JJ•t tor the Del)lrlMnt ot the Seine. Some 
12,000 .Jewish tuiliee •re re1istered there as llv~ by treda, 
29,000 as be:1n~ depe,ndent on the earnings of mam11J laborers and 
••J11te eoller• worlmrs, end 15,600 as being among the :lohl.ess. 
lor was tbe acuteness of the situation confined to the eommerr.1al 
field, tor there was also an Wltold lllJlllber ot int.el J er.t,1al s 1l'i th
out empl.QYMnt. 

The her ot restrictions of various kind! gxaw r.onsta~tlY. 
For 1nstence, accord1np: to the •Reue Zuerieher Zeitun"" of Se'Ptamber 
17, J9'1, Jewish tenants li'rln« in the Depertment of Seine, of whir.h 
Paris fo1111s a part, are not el J owed to reaove their turni ture trom 
their homes while the house-ow,:ers are antit!ed to sell the furni
ture of thoee Jewish tenants who are in the unoccup:l.ed zone or elee
where end do not pay rent • 

.Uthowch the "Ar.r•u1zation• in the economic field was ma:JnlY 
01-dered em ce,•r1ed 011t by the Ge1,1en m.ilita17 out.horities., the 
.f1ench authorities cooperated with th.ell in tbil'! respect. For thil'I 
pW'pose, the French Gon1•111,ent has established a special Control 
Cc-e1e:J ssion under the chai111,ansbi p of the fox ii er Goverr1or of the 
Bank of France, Fournier. The main task of tbis commission con
sists in Jlakine swrgestions regarding the appointlllent of "Ar.Yan• 
r.oamisaioners, em tbe replacement of owr,ership in various enter
prises. Ro 1 n•J Jy the eoe1,11 ssion is oulY entitled to aelce propo
sitiou, but. the list ot the c011e111 ssioners appointed by the Geneen 
m1J1ter, authorities is published in the •Journal Otfieiel•. 

The n A1.",Yau1 sat~.on" or Jewish industrial and c !"C:J aJ enter-
prises is caz•1•ied out official Jy in the torm or a sale, ,rl\.arel:,y 
the Ge1·e1en authorities t.ry to eliminate an;y hesitaney on the parl or 
prospecti'V8 •A17au• i,urchaeers by mainta:Jn1n~ tbat the F,ench goT
ernment is a party to this p:toeess ot •.Aryan:Jzation• of the nation
al econ«11Y a•d is therefore ve!'Y 11nl ikely to encouran a possible 
:lcwel1d.ation of the sales contracts at a later date. 

Parallel with the economic destruction of the Jewa, a new chap
ter of Jewish ma1·t)'1'Clom be,;en - conoentration eamps and a1·, estR. Q,i 
la1•cb 115, 1941, nearl.Y all Jews living in thP. no!"the1·n coastal dist
rict 'lll&re s,111neer1Jy expelled rx'OJD thet,. home,; ano orc'lered to he i"
terned in two c-mps in the Department of Io:n.ne and Aube. Two weak'CI 
J.ater,5,000 Jews fx-om Par.i!'I, between t~e &P'.8"' ot 18 and 40 (mai.,J.v 
C,ier.hoslovak1ans, Austrians an~ Poles), were Rent to a carn-p ~n t'h.., 
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nei~hhorhoad ot Orle•n•. OD Augut 20, tw-ther us1 raids wre 
ear1•iecl out; b7 police, ,,.,, 61000 persons idelltitiecl aa Jews wre 
arrested 1D the elewnth a:r1so1idiaNMnt ot Paris, wh:tle, in the 
follow!~ IIODt.h,'Pe pract.ioe a.wloped ot zoi•nd1n,: up Jews and 
others and boldin,t thea u hostages •,te1net enti-Rui disturbances. 

In edd1t1on to the eag1a,ation ot the aitvetion in the 
occupied saue, a decree ie81119d b7 tbe prefect.we ot Paris on Sept. 
29, l9tJ, orders •JJ Jen owr l& 7eare ot age, French citiune •• 
well u aJ1ene, to regieter aonthJ7 with the avt;horitiea. 

A few d•T• later (October S) bGllba exploded. in 7 a,oego~a 
in Paris. Eftn tbe French preae in Paris did not Mntion tb1s inci
dent, 1)11]1 1D VioliJ' thie action •• etroc1g]y criticized by the 
•Jour,11] des Debate.• 

Thus tar, appt'.>x1•te1Y 16&,000 hulen beings haw been de
priwd ot their righte ••'¥! econom.ca]]J' rained. 

The n1z•ber ot pereona dependent on charity incNases daily. 
A co ordinetirur cOllllittee waa tol'll8d in Parie to onreniu relief. 
In the tirst three aontha ot 194], sewn ca11te1na wre opeMd and 
450,000 trance disbursed. Some s,ooo persons reeeiwd tree medic-.al. 
attention; a llcae tor the Aged, en Orphan Asylum end a proteseionaJ 
Kut1zaJ Aid Society •re eateblished, end the tamov.s Bothsch1Jd Hospi
tal eo:nt.inuee to function. 

Tbe 1Dter11•J 1d111u1atration ot tbe ecanmity reaa.ins nominal
ly 1D t.he hands ot the Consisto17, ueded by Chief Rabbi Julien We1 J l • 
Act11el Jy, howwr, 1D October 1940, thl Germans a-ppointed cu1111, ssion
ers tor Jewish attairs 1D the persons of Lieutenants Den•Jrer •nd 
L11111per ot the SS ~. Repeated efforts were also made by the Bui 
authorities to orp;an1se Paris1an Jewr., into a closed commnit7, end 
to etteet such a •asme with the coopet"&tion ot the Jews. ho 
approaches were m•de to the Consiatol'Y in this direction, but both 
wa1e praaptly rejected on the ,troimd1 that French law does not :re
cognize rellnaw1 c0Mlllllll1t1.as. The Ge11+an1 then tr:lecl to achieve 
their ob :1eet th •"Ou«h the atoramellliionad Cooro.1 natia£ Cao1s1J ttee b7 in
troducing two Jews frm Vienna to serve on it aa their confidential 
agents. The COlllllittee,how"t9r, baa so tar sucC'.eeded in postponin,: 
e:xacution ot the pl•u. 

Jewish newspapers end periodicals haw been entirely suppressed, 
their 'Place being teken b7 the "Intol'11&tions Jui'T8sn iseuad bi-weekly 
in Paris, ( since Awil 19, 19'1.) , by the CooX"t11 natin,i: Cow111J ttee. 
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In the spr:1ng ot 194] a new Institute tor Studies on Jewish 
Probleu wes created in Parie, under the cba1>111anship of Serpe1JJe de 
Gobimau (a deacendeD.t of Cowit da Gobineau, tatmr ot the 11.odern 
Raciat Theol".Y) rith Rfa,e Gerard as director. Tbe Institute regards 
itself as en inatrment ot nation•] defense, its otticial motto run
D1ng1•J10• .lntb1·opologr to Prcpe,:ende• • 

. 

An 1111ti-8ellitic ecbibition, •Jews in France•opened in Paris 
on September 25, with the view of showing the harletul intluence at,Jch 
Jen aJleR&dJ¥ haw bad 11pon lieu.eh life. 

Popt1J1:tion1 .Jews ba.'V8 liftd in il11&ce-Lo1•.t'ft1ne since the twelfth 
ceD.t111'7, poasibl.v even s1nce ROll&D U.s. On the eve ot the present war, 
they mmbered app1mt1Date]y 155,000, constituting l.~ ot the total popu
lation a•i4 liv,in,: aostlY on the land end in 11Ha]l towc,s. The on],y laree 
concentrations wre at Strasbow-~ (8,400; 4,6(), J(11Jho1zsa (2,200; 2.5() 
and Colear(l,400; 3.0). 

Pxeeent cond1t1ou: 'fba Jews ot 1Jaace-Lor1•11na are now practi
oe]J7 llo111dated. Some 15,000 •re evacuated trOll the frontier zone at 
the beginning of' the war, a1)d in )lay 1940, when the invasion ot !'ranee 
was in tall swlnp;, ID8YlJ fied before the German divisions a•id wre 81lb
senuentl3' forbidden to return. 

The Jews who ruaained faced an awn gzawr t&te. A series ot 
dec1ees, in wbieh .Tewa end F:t an~heen were simU'iceutlY classed toc,ethar, 
contributed to their coaplate econoeeJ c ea t.inction. 

U'nocci1pied zone 

Di.f'f'erent in dev-ea, but not in essence, iB the f'ate ot' the Jews 
in the •rxee• sone. Whereas in the ocoupied territory their ruin is al
ree.d7 ccaplete, here the development has been "1•ad11aJ • Ji 1·anco-Ge1,aen col
laboration t.hri•a in tb1s field. 

At the outbreak of the war (September 3, 1959), a.U Ge1111an and 
Austrian m•Je residents in l'1ance, approoJmeteJ.y 16,000, wre ordered in
terned. In October and No,e1i1her,h0118ver, all who bad children born in 
Fran.ca, aa wll as those regarded as pollticaJJy innocuous, •re released. 
With the invasion of Bel.Ril!m and Holland, severe •asures enBUed, but later, 
as the Gexman troops cw pouring across the frontiers, the GovernMnt, 
spurred by h1m•n1teri1111 considerations, at once treed the majori-cy ot the 
interriees. Thouaands .1oj.ned tl1ft mi J Ji~ crowds who st'l"eamed dow11 the hieh
ways of' France in thoae tr.aric (lays. OnlY a se1iJ J proportion 8UCt!eeded. in 
crossinv. Sl)&in to the security of Portugal. The other.a 1181'9 still in the 
unoccupied Bone wJien the a'.1"111:i.stice was procl a1JPad. 
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On Jul.Y 7, 1940, apparantlY in accordance nth Articla XIX ot the 
armistice, which PJ'Ovided tor the deli ve!'Y of all mtionals cl a 1 msd by 
the Reich, the .P1ench Gove1•n11ent ordered the reintel'nment ot Ge1111an 
and Austrian ref'ugaes, at the same t1me closiDP the i':t'ontierA to all 
male citizena under 45 of bellilr.erent co12ntries. 

Thus be,i;an a chapter of indescribable miseI"Y. S0111e 25,000 Jewish 
refugees - aostly Ge1111ans and Austrians - were herded into a number ot 
ever-changing camps at Aede, Arnles, Caylus, Gura, Re!!ehedou, Fi,re~altes, 
Ve1-11et d 'Ariee-e, Noe, and several other places, to be released :J f they 
could show '!l!'Ospects ot em.i~ation, or if they possessed sufficient re
sources to obtain a le~al pen .. it of residence and had, in fact, obtained 

• one. Invariably, however, their places wore filled by new ax·x·i vale. 

Cities in the south of F1"ance were raided inte1"14ittently, and i'l"..no
cent victims, ro11nded up in the streets or taken from their apartments, 
were dragged to the camps. Thus,on )lay ·a and 7, 1941, veritable mass -
ar1ests occurred in Marse1lJe, while, on one occasion, over 1,500 persons 
were herded aboard the steamship "MaasiUan suhaenuent]y to be dAPO-rtAct., 
sc-11e to North Africa, and othe!'s to ArP.eles and Gurfl. 

The la.rP,eRt camps are at .ArP.eles {S,000 Jews), Gurs (8,000} and 
Rivesalte~ (4,500, mostly children). At Gurs are intet'Il8d most ot the 
9,000 Jews who, on October 24, 1940, wre deported at 24 hours notice 
fr&111 Baden and the Palatinate. 

Beports on conditions in the camps man pitiful readiuP:. Inte,:,:eeR 
are herded. to~ther in •ooden shacks, without air or light, d1essed :l.n 
rags and barefoot, their food conaisting onlY or crudely baked bread and 
a few vegetables. Col.d, !ctuilor, vermin and hunger have created epidemics. 
The d.eatb rate is staggeringlY high {sou estimates put the deaths at Gurs 
alone at as meny as twelve a day), many ot those detained seeking release 
in suicide. 

Jewish welfare organizations {e.~. The American Jewish Joint Distri
bution C«111111ttee, the Belief Department ot the 1for1.n Jewish ConP.?"e~~, the 
Jewish Health Ore-ani 1,ation, the Hebrew I1wD1m:-ant Aid Socieey , and the 
Federation des Societes Juives) are doing their best to bring reliet. 
Ael.·icultural settlements have been created by the Belief Department of 
the World Jewish Con,;i:ress at GulJard (near Toulouse) and at Viarose, 
Cbar,7 and Ta]Juye!'s, wb1Je in several cau1ps workshops have been estab
lished by tbe ORI' • 

Becently, however, the interr,ees haw been taced with a new calamiey 
- deportation to North Africa to wo"rk on the Trans-Sahara Railroad. A few 
h11ndred persons trca various camps have al 1 ead.Y been sent there. 

Destitution 

The problem of' the caaips, though the most tragic, is by no means 
the only one wi·ich bears witness to the tate of the Jews in 11noccupied 
France. llost of' them are refllP.EleR, entirel.Y without means. In the early 
days, the French Govel'Dlll8nt supplied a certain measure of financial aid, 
but this aaowlted at the most. to but 10 1'ra.nes ( 22cf.) per person per day. 
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!vcn so, however, with the supple,nentar.Y 11d from Jewish organizations, 
it was possible at leaat to 1&1-d ott starvation. In Awnist 1940, how
ever, tbe otf'ic1aJ 01-der went forth t.."1at aJ1ens living on relief either 
from Government or trom welfare agencies 119re to be interned in camps. 
An insoluble problem was thereby created. Tbol.'le without resou?'ces re
nounced the Govc11ament grants aud other relief in 01-der to escape in
ternMnt. The result was, of course, a marked deterioration in the 
stand•x-d ot living. 

In October 1940, a central Co!'1111i ttee ot Relief was set under 
the preaideney ot Chief Rabbi Issaye Schwartz, 1mder which ell welfare 
or,:i:anizations coox-d1nated their ettorts. More than 50,000 Jews we:re 
currentlY aided in the 11noccupied zone, but tbe rnmber or destitutes 
is stead1Jy increasing. 

Outaide of the cam:ps, the JewA in 11noccupied France have been 
mad• to sutler severelY by the anti-alien and anti-Jewish policy ot the 
Vichy Goverment. 

The first blow, by wt,1ch soae 50,000 to 60,000 Jewei were poten-
t1a]Jy affected was struck on July 16, 1940, when ne,r conditions were 
laid down tor the withdrawal ot citizenship. 

Loss ot citiv.ensb1p 

This step was tollowad, six days later, by an ore.er tor tbe 
revision ot aJJ nature] 1 zations gx-autec:1. on tbe basis ot the law ot 
August lO, 19?.7. It was stated at the end of 1940 that as a result 
ot this Masure some 1,000 l)ersons - baJ t ot them Jews - 1'.ad already 
lost their civil status, and an acceleration of the process was exuect
ed during the current year. 

Los8 of citi&ensb1p, accompeu1ed by confiscation ot pro~~ty, 
was also decreed on July 23 and September 10 for aJJ persons who bad 
left France or the French Empire between May 10 and Ju.,,e 30, 1940. 
Further decrees ot Febri1e,•y 28 and March 8, 1941, provide the loss ot 
ci ti7.ensb1 p also for aJ J Freneh11:..en who acted in a to reign co,mtry 
against theu- duties as members ot the •national cou11111m1ty,n or who 
went to the ixee French possessions. In recent months, however, the 
Govern ent has cancelled tbe application ot these decrees in cases 
where it could be pro'Ved that the;r were nn:1ustlY applied. 

Following the curta1 J a ent ot ci ti "lenship came r.estri~tions on 
e11ployaent. An oxder ot July 17 rendered aJJ state employuent tex,ain
able by the end of tbe year, wd·1le on September 13, such employuent 
was ottic1aJJy 11m1ted to those whose parents were Frenchmen, excep
tion being made onlY in the case of .World War veterans. 

This law, however, was substantiaJJv modified by a further 
deptee of Ao,..il ?>, 1941, J 1m1 ting the e>•mpti.Qns to (a) persons gcant-
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ed naturali21ation tor spec:1al services rende:red to the State; (b) a 
special group ot so-called nFrench proteges"; (c) World-War vete"'8.Ds; 
(d) direct kinsmen ot soldiers killed in the last two wars, and, final
lY (e) 1nb•bit•nts ot Alsace-Lo1·ra1ue • 

• 

The same principle was applied to physicians by laws of August 
16 and October 28, 1940 *, to veterlnar;y sur~ons by laws ot November. 
17 and December 11, 1940 and Jam1a1"Y' 24, 1941, and to lalf)'"e,-s by a 
c!ecree· of September 10, 1940. 

llol'9over, on September 27, 1940, rnal e al 1 ens betnen 18 and 55 
considered "supe:rfiuousn to the e conom1 c l 1 fe of the countr.r end wi. th
out possibility of retw·,,1ng to their homelands were ordered :r.eg1st,ered 
in special "n-oups• - designed, no doubt, as the •nuclein of labor-camps 
in 1'1-ance and North A.f:rica. 

• 

The Jewish Statute 

All these measures 118re but the p'.1'."8lude to the enactment of a 
COllprehensiw statute des:1gned to withdraw from. the JnR that civic 
and political e911al itY tor wl,ich they had st:ruP.gled dul"ing the era ot 
ttmancipation. To this end Ge10.an pressure was constant and relentless, 
negot:f.ations on the sub,ject being opened between Vichy and the Reich 
within a month atter the occupation. At first., proposals we:,:-a advancP-d. 
insuring the eciuality ot all Jews whose families had been resident in 
France since 1789. These, however, 118re &1111war1lY rejected by the Nazi 
authorit:t.es and finally, on October 3, 1940, a coi11prehensivo Jewish 
Statute (published only on Octohe'I'." 18) ., established tbe detini tion ot 
Jew, debarred Jewi:i f'x-<11 all higher adm:1nistrative posts and paved the 
way tor the subseQuent introduction ot a "n\i,teru& claususn in the liberal 
professi011s. 

The publication ot this statute evoked a spirite6 protest, in the 
name ot French Jew,•y., bY Chief Rabbi Issqe Schwartz• 

•we protest most solemnly,• he wrote to Marshal Petaiu 
on October 22, •against the principles and provisions of 
the statute •••••• French Je\frY has taken as its watchword: 
Creed and Co1:rntJ.7. Faithful as ever to tb:1 s ideal, we 
ebaJ l draw our courB{;e and our hope i'roiu the love or God 
and from the lessons or Holy Writ, - the twin sources of 
France's spiritual life.• 
A revised a«li ttlaborated to.t-m ot this statute was issued on .June 2, 

1941 ••• 

* In the Spring ot 1941, suue 800 Jewish physicians and pha,·111acists 
were reported to haVJ! been debarrecl. by th1 s •asure. 

MN During the period between the first Jewish Statute (October ~,1940) 
and tbe second Jewish Statute (JUllA 2,19Al) be~iC,As the numerous 
dAcrees, a number ot implementing provisions was issued, such as: 
determination ot the amount of money to be paid to employees affected 
by the measmes takenr exclusion ot JewR tram the new s6-called 



'1'he law, in its naw form, defir ed as a Jew •r13 person descended 
tree at least tb, ee Jewish gzandparents, or f'rom two it his Ol" her 
spouse is likewise descended trc-11 two Jewish grandparents, the latte't' 
are in tw'Il defined as persons belonging to a Jewish congze~ation. 
Further, all persons with only two Jewish g1-andpa1ents, it cut"I"ently 
in a Jewish congzegation or so attached prior to J11ne 25, 1940, are 
l:fkewise defined as Jews. 

Jews are probihited troa functioning as Cb:fet of State, member 
ot the Govel'Dlll8nt, Council ot State or Council ot the Le~ion d'Honneur, 
officers ot tbe COlL..-ts or Law and ge11eral inspectors or finances and 
axe further debarred from office in the department of mines, bridges 
and roads and in all elected assembliee. They may not serve as ambassa
dors or high offic:fals in the civil service, nor may they be teachers, 
az-my officers, sold:fers or sailors, nor occ1ipy an;y important position 
in a cbaritahle institution subsidized by the State. 

Jews are likewise excluded from all other posts (even lower) ,,,n
less the7 possess a certificate of milltarY service, issued in accor
dance with tbe law 6t December 19, 1926, or 1mless they have been 
cited during the campaign or 1939 40 as entitled to receive the "Croix 
de Guerze" or awarded the ribbon of the "LeP'ion d'Honneur" or aru1 other 
11:fl:ltary honor. (According to Xavier Vallat, some 10,000 Jews will 
benefit b7 tbese exemptions.) 

Furthe1111ore, Jew":l may p:ractise the liberal professions or engage 
in c rce, :fndusti-y or band1cra.tts only within l1rnlts and under con-
ditions established by decree. They may not serve as comrn1ssion agents: 
nor may tbey be active in banking, brokerage or forestry. T11ey may not 
publish, edit or manage periodicals, 11nless these are of a scientific 
or religious character, nor may tbey play 8rf¥ part in the production and 
distribution of t1lms, or tbe management ot theatres, cinemas and radio 
stations. Persons affected by this law must be s1i,111oarily dismissed, though 
the law provides, in a limited measure, the payment to them of old a~e 
pensions. Exemption can be gx·anted only to persons who have rendered 
special sez•vices to the State or whose fam1l 1es have been residents in 
France tor at least five generations and have earned special distinctions 
tor benefits conferzed on the co11ntry. s,,cb exemptions, are of a strict
lY individ1l8J character, no advantages deriving there.f"l'OID being confer
able upon relatives in an;y given case. Police prefects are empowered to 

ii• ( continued) Armistice A.1"141, trom State Councils, Mayor, etc. , as nil 
as exemptions from the Jewish Statute made for Jews who have special 
merits~ Jacques Rueff - econom1 st and vice-president of the Bank of 
France (decreA of Jam1a1'.Y 241: PauJ. Le,ey - MatMmatician (decl'f'e or 
March 14) : General. Darj_us Bloch ( deone ot De~rnber 15) ; Ra.Ymond Beer 
- &lgineer (Der.~e of Ao:ril 19); Conmaana.a-r B!"iffsac (ne~...-.~ of Ja..,1Ja..-V fi) 
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- Jn who violates the regulations, even if' he ie a Prenoh 

81altane011e with tbe statute of' October 3, 1940, a tu.rther 
dec1•e1 e powered police pref'ecte to order eJ 1 en Jne interned in 
epec1 el camps or to appoint co1;p1l sor., residences tor thea, • • wll1 le 
the issuance of' the revised f'o1m of' this decree ordering a census of' 
the Jewish population. Thia censue wae ce 1-ried out °b1' we ot a de
tei led tour-page q,,eetionna1re (Declaration Individuelle), in wt,Jch 
the Jews had to state not or,17 their netioria11t7 end religion bat also 
their place or birth, netio1,aJity end rellgion of' their pate1·r1aJ and 
eterr,aJ grendperents. Purtb.el'JIOre, the occupation and profession ot 

all Jews bad to be indicated in dete1l, as well aa their participation 
in the f"irst World War and the present war, end the war dist1nctions 
received °b1' then. At the seme u.e, statements bed to be made as to 
properv, eheres, participation in econoaic and co11&ercial enterprise,, 
reel estate and aortage. 

* In a decree of' Jul.y 28, (publ 1 shed on Aucuet 1) the Goveruent 
def"ined the application of" the ri,21:r,g axcl,Jd1ng Jews f"roa 
mmero,,s prof'eeaions in accordance with the law adopted lune 2. 
The meallm"e also contains provisions f"or placing properv 
atf"ected by the regulations in tbe bends or non-Jewish 
aanegers. 

The r•,l1ng makes it clear that JeijiS are piohibited not 01117 
f"rom a:ercising directly a 101,g list of' professions, but tron 
indirect cor,oection with these prof'essions or ownership of' 
enterprices cor,uected with them. They cannot be mnagers or 
directors or have the right to sign alone or with other• tor 
a forbidden enterprise. The same decree has also forbidden 
every cession of' Jewish enterprises without the consent of' 
the Co;a;aJ sseriat of' Jewish Attairs. B)" a decree of' October 12, 
horse end cattle breeding end tz·eding in gre1n have been ad
ded to the pursuit f'Iom which Jne are barred. It was also 
announced tbet henceforth Jewish farmers who own lend end eg1i ... 
cultural laborers will baTe to ban special car>ds issued by 
the authorities in order to continue tar1atng. 

* Al tho•,gb in .lug,,st 1941, tbe Council of' State prom.sad intezr
neee the right to appeal, th1s concession is in fact ae•n1ng
lese, since the motion ot appeal confers no right:• to postpon-
118Dt and ()11]7 the f'oral aide ot the inter111ent deczeee cen 
be contested. 
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After the new legial etion wnt into ettect, the Association ot 
Jewish War Veterans sent a ••orendua to Xavier Val Jet on August ll, 
19'1, ill et,1ch the:, stated among other tb1ngs: 

... daclal'e eolemnJ7 that w renounce al J exceptions wl·1 ch 
uy possibl.1' be etebllsh1d in favor ot War Veterans. 

"'l'he J'rench Is1aelites who died tor !lance and whom wa repre
sent, end those who fought tor Plance, do not went to beg tor tbe 
bue1J1ating elms given by a ••sure, which, as you 1oarself said, 
does not allow the Jews in pneral end consequentl.1' their tamil 1es 
to elude the 1Jlport,m1ties 11·1ch ma7 result from their legal cha
racter ot Jen (comunique to the press ot Ju]Jr 12.) 

•Aaong the J11nch Jen, those who gave their lives, the w01,r·d
ed •n 11ho gaw their blood, the living wl•o war the •Croix de 
Guerre•, d1d not tb1nk that they bad made their sacrifice to a 
c01,ntr., and tbet tbay wre decorated by a coa,utr,y which wo11Jd 
cast tbea ott. The fathers end the descenden:ts ot our dead, our 
Sl11"tivors, woaDded end mutilated Mil, declare through our voice 
tbat they will not deDT .£ireuca, end tbet, despite ell they haw 
bad to •·¥1·1re, they illtend to edd. their silent sacrifice or to-
da1' to their sacrifices ot bygorre times. They hope thus to merit 
doubl.1', in a aore just end ti ee future, tbeir character of Fl ench
•n, 1),ich tbe7 will never abandon in their hearts, even it it is 
wrested tl'Clll them by force.• 

In order to coor"'1uate the several branches ot the anti-Jewish 
legislation, a CNM1111 ssariat tor Jewish Affairs was set up on March 29, 
194], under Xavier Vall et, a R1ghtist deputy and lawyer, whose atti
t,,de towards Jews ma7 be judged tx"1D his accusation in the Palais Bourbon, 
on J11ne 6, 19Z6, that Jews bad gained control ot the ancient Gallo -
Roman tatherla1wl.* 

The function ot the new department, turther clarified on 1187 19, 
was to s,1ggest to the Goverr·Mnt all laws aod decrees necessary tor 
regulating the Jewish problem and implementing the Jewish Statute, as 
also to coo1~1nate the anti-Jewish activities or tbe several ministries, 
to supe1-vise the liquidation ot Jewish properties, to appoint cc-ruui ssion
ers and to contrefl police regulations conce1•1,ing Jews. 

* Following his nomination, Vallat decllU'ed that he conside:red Jews 
an etbn1cal minority 111,wt]Jing to ass1m1late, but seek1ng to dom1-
nate the 11 ench people. The Jewish statute, he exp] ained, was not 
due to •111' feeling ot hatred or desire for revenge; it was •re~ 
an instr11111n:t ot national defense. A s1m:flar ex:p]aMtion wa also 
giwn by the K1n1 ster ot Justice, Joseph BartbeleJDT, in an Algerian 
pabllcation ot Jure l94l, wJ,ere the statute was described as "cruel, 
but necess&1711 • 
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... CUrbf 
In carbs tDllcnred one another in 1apid 1111ccession. On June 3, 

Jns were torbidden to Nm 1D the police, on J1me 18, th8T were 
banned t.:om the school ot .l11an•utic•J P4g1neera, end on June 21, a 
mmeru olalJBUS int.I oduced in •l 1 ,,,,1 versi ties and colleges restrict
ed their n,1;1bers to 3' ot the total registration. 

The law ot ~ 16, 1941, (pu.blished .T~ 17) bJ:'01agbt the nuaber 
ot Jewish la117ers to a o•x1wnJW ot ~ or tbe total n,a,aber ot la117ers. 
It before J1ar,e 25, 1940, a bar ot attornqs bed a miler percentage 
ot Jewish lawrers, tb1s percentage was to be JA&int•1ned e"f81l attar the 
passing ot tbe law. Furthermore, persons who enjoyed certain privi
leges pl'Ovidecl in the Statute were adaitted in excess ot the percent. 
age established. Besides, exceptions were 118ke tor perBODs with 
apec1•J proteesional Mrita. 

On September 6, the s•me reg,aJ•tion was appl1ed to plv'aicians, 
and on September 25, to architects. 

Bor was the new drive confined to educational and pl'Oteesionel 
life. On Juq 26, region•] services tor econollic •Aryen1zation" were 
established in llarseiJJes, L7on, Toulouse, I,in-oges end Clermont-Ferrand. 
It was explained that the creation ot these sez•vices bad been ueede by 
the application ot the law ot June 2, forbidding Jews to eiegage in 
certain protessions. On August 15, it was announced that the Govern
ment bad set September 15 as the deadline when Jews in France would 
have to retire trom occupations forbidden to thea. 

A decree of August 26, authorized the Cowiui ssioner tor Jewish 
Questions to appoint provisional, n anagers for Jewish businesses. The 
deczee pz'Ovidea tor the sale of these businesses and of the collMlel"ciel 
property end stock of the ti.rile involved. It affects industrial, com
mercial and artisans• enterprises and coe eercial buildings that are 
leased. State bonds end residential property are e1e,ept. 

The pi-oceeds tz-om the sale of Jewish properv will be deposited 
ill a govez·rement f'und in the name or the caner. A te11 percent deduction 
will first be made to cover the costs or the various operations involved 
and to pl'Ovide a relief f'und for destitute Jews. 

In the disposal or property owned ill colllllOJl by Jews end non-Jews, 
the non-Jews baTB the right to a tour month's delq, ill which to liqui
date their pa1•t in the ente1·prise. The decree leaves action to the 
discretion or the cc,.101111 ssioner and does not prescribe that action shall 
be taken against every Jew. 
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At the instance of the Coooolssioner General for .rem.sh Questions, 
the ¥1n1ster of the Interior has appointed "orovisional managers• for 
numerous Jewish enterprises in the Unoccupied zone. The new move 
imolies, therefore, that economic "Ar;yanization• is about to be extend
ed to the whole countr;y.* 

According to the laws existing in the unoccupied zone, all 
nroperty of the Jews, ~ith the excention or household ~oods, French 
gove1·c,ment bonds, and stocks of French companies, is adminittered by 
the State. The Conmiissioner General is entitled to appoint a provisional 
manager for all Jewish property (with the exce~tion just mentioned), and 
with the permission of the Commissioner General, the provisional manager 
mey seJJ his 9roperty. However, the purchaser of the Jewish 9roperty 
must pledge h1mself not to sell the acquired property before a period 
of three 7ears. Enterurises which cannot be sold are to be li~uidated 
in a legal way.•• 

Whereas-, under the original October regulations, only 800 to 900 
families were directly affected, including 25 1miversity professors, 
500 high officials and Judges, 250 teachers and about 100 military 
officers of higher rank, the legislation of June 1941, dealt a cruel 
blow to the Jews engaged in the liberal orofessions, denying them 
access to the universities end paving the way for their almost complete 
exclusion from commerce, industry and handicrafts. Indeed, es time 
goes Dn, the sit11ation of the Jews in the •FreE>" zone is being more 
and more squared with that existing in the occupied zone. Further 
proof to the effect that the anti-Jewish legislation in progress forms 
a oart of the Frruico-Ge1·coau collaboration is given by a leading 
article in "Le Temps• of April 24, 1941, according to which •the Octo
ber decree is considered as a pe1·11,anent measure of the Petain govern
ment, whereby France does not intend to chase the Jews nor to deprive 
them of thir means of existence." Six weeks later, the new legislation 
went into force. 

* On September 25, it was anno11nced that since the introduction 
or the anti-Jewish laws, thirty-two Jewish banks have been 
liquidated in occuoied and unoccu~ied France, and the remaining 
are adm1nistered by Aryan managers. 

** We wish to point out the difference which exists in this con
nection between the occupied and unoccupied zone: the Courts 
in unoccuoied zones are or the opinion that the expropriation 
ea1·1·ied out by the German milit9.ry authorities cannot find 
apolication in unoccu?ied France. For instance, on Jnne 7, 
1941, the Credit L7onnais in Lyon was sentenced because it 
rei'used to deliver an •Auslands Effekteu Depot" to a Jewish 
customer. As reason for this sentence, t.hey stated that the 
decree of the Gercoen mili tar,y author! ties has no valid! ty in 
1moccupied France. 



The aaaault Upftl• tbeir economic existence baa natur1lJ7 attected 
tbe c,1J tmeJ lite ot the Jen 1n the unoccupied sone. iltho11gh the 
Coneiato17 (establiehed 1n 3808) et1JJ continues to tunction, ite 
reeources are depleted by the tact that it can no 101,ger rel7, ae 
tol'llerl.1', upon the t1nencial eupport or the aeeJthier Jewieh tem1J1ee. 
1olloa1ng the departure trom lrince or Baron J.do,1erd de Bothscb1Jd, 
the Coneisto17 baa been headed b7 •· Jacques Be1lbro•mer, toraer 
-ber ot the Council ot State end aide or Peta1n during the World 
War. Beilbrcn:,ner• a function la to act as liaison otticer between the 
Vici-, Go t end the Jewieh co.111•11•1 authorities • 

.&. council tor th'e c·•J tural develop11ent or tbe Jewish cou 11m1 v 
as p]enned ahortl;r ~r tbe occul)&tion, 1••1der Chief Rabbi Iss17e 
Schwarts, but its poesib111ties are necesaeril7 restricted. Signiticent, 
tor 1nstence, is the tact thet pe1 1asion was reti,aed tor the p11blica
t1on ot a Jewish jouz •,el • 

The 0•1J7 bright spot in tb1 a black pict\ll'e is the attitude ot the 
F'zeuch people. With the exce-µt1:on ot a tea d11·ectl7 interested parties, 
the ote1wheJw1ng 11ajor1v ot the 1rench people has accepted the anti
Jeaish legislation as a tu.rt.her paintul proof ot the countr7•s deg1a
d.at1on. Thus, the new weasure were violentl7 attacked by the rrench 
SociaJ1at Party at a secret weting held toward the end or 1940, while 
on the following March 26, the P1otestant Church took a firm stand 
against anti Seed tia end the Jewish Statute. 

In a letter written to Ch1et Rabbi Schwarts, Pastor Boegner 
(chief ot the P1otestant Church in Prence), exptessed his sympat!v 
with his Je'Wieh fellow citisens •. 

When an assault waa ade aga1nst the sy,,erogue in Marae1llea 
on llq 17, 1941, the Bishop or Marseilles, lfgr. Dele7, in a letter 
addressed to Rabbi S•J zer, eixpreased hie deep 1nd1gnation at the cr1m
aeJ and cotaidJ7 act co11eE11tted agatnat the .,,,egogue or Marseilles. 

Such resistance, however, bas little infiuence on tbe deTelop-
11e11t or events. 

The tt•le Attitude ot Vichy 

.le tor the true attitude ot tbe Vicl\T GoTerr>etent toa&1-ds the 
Jews, tb1 s presents sometb1ng or an en1gu,e. On the one bend, it 
cannot be denied that mny ot the ._ now gro,1ped aro1md the aged 
.llarsbal Petatn are drawn from Monarchist end reactio11a *'1 circles 
previously noted tor their anti-Semitic tendencies. It is also 
significant that the slogan or the SaticmeJ Revolutionz •country, 
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le:a1]7 end Work,• wb1ch ·haa zepJeced the older "L1bert7, ~·1•J1t7 and 
iratern1v,• bear• a certe1n 81.ailarit.7 to tbe declaration, made iJl 
April 1936, by the then Co,•at or Paris, bead ot the llaison .Eremea1se. 
It ia also true tb1t •· Lebeau, GoTernor ot l•••+J sia, was dismissed troll 
hie poet elJegedl7 tor triendah1p with Jen, and thet the Vichy' r1d1o 
station has on aeTeral occasions indulged ill vituperatin Jew bd.t1ng 
illnctin. On the other hand, it mat be borne ill 111.nd tbet auch 
mniteate.tiona m;, equal.11' well be due to Germen preaaure and to a 
pareJ.T upedient pollq ot •coJJabo1ation• with the conq11e1'<>ra. It 
ia notewortlO', tor illatence, thet on certe1n occaaion1 the VicJ:v 
government has teken pa.1.na to point out that tbe introduction or its 
anti..J'eidah waurea mat not be interpreted•• an approvel ot eacea
Ne collldtted ega1nat the Jewish population. Indeed, an upreaa de
cJe•'ation to tb1a ettect was u1'!le on .August 26, 19.41, b;r the 11:lniater 
ot ot tbe Interior, Pierre Pucbeu, tollowtng boab outregea aga1nst 
1y11egoguea ill llarae1 J J ea, Vicb,y end Ilea, while lfarehel Pete1n hillselt 
baa stud1011aJ7 avoided aention ot the Jewish question ill 1111 ot hie 
apeecbaa, Aft on one occasion when he spoke ot •netionleaa Jewa•. 

>tu ixapce 

In contrast to the rutble1s attitude ot the Vich;r GonrmteDt, ever 
Mre 1.nt1,,1,1ced by the Germen•, was the atatu+ent ot Gene-1 Charles 
de GauJJe, leader ot the .E'ree .E'rench llovement, to the World Jewish 
Co•,gl"eas, on .lnguat 22, 19401 

· •On tbe day ot Victo1'7, ill which I ti1• J7 believe, liberated 
l'wol.tence will not tail to see to it that justice is reestabli•bed 
tor those who ere collecti...al.,- euf'fering illj1ist1ce at the Jenda 
ot the Hit] er regi.lle, and amm,g others, tor the .Tewiah comnm1tiea 
which are at present subjugated by Gere,eri;t and, 1,•,beppil.7, the 
aost grevioua vict1ma ot intolereace and persecution.• 

These words were re1ntorced by a turther declaration on lfoTember 
u, 19401 

•Be aasured,n •rote the iXee .E'rench leeder, •that since we 
baTe repiJ.d1ated everytb1ng which has been talsel,- pe1·petrated 
in the name ot !ranee since J,me 23, the cruel dcreea directed 
1ga1nat .E'rench .Tew• can and will have no veJ1dit7 in Free Flaoce. 
These re1auree ere not leas a blow to the honor ot France then 
tb !fl ere an injustice to her .Jewish citizens.• 

"When we have acb1eved victol"I, not or,J::, will the w1ongs 
done in .E'rance itself be righted, but sbe will age1n re8Ulle her 
tred1 tior,aJ place as the cbae,pion or treedoa and justice tor all 
men, irreapecti...a ot race or creed, in a new Europe.• 
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In tb1s spirit, a formal repudiation ot the anti-Jewish lan, 
coupled with a pledge tor the restoration ot eq11el rights tor Jews after 
an Allied victo17, was issued, on llq' 7, 1941, by Ree Cassin, perwa
nvt secretec7 , end Ila.uric• de .Teen, director ot the Co,rncil ot the 
Free French. In acco1>dance with tb1s polic7, the VicJ:v laws have not 
been app]1ed in en7 territo17 (1Dcl11d1ng f37r1a) controlled by' that 
authoriq. 

In tb1s coa,nection, Jacques de Sie7es, the representative ot 
Gen&ial de Gaulle 1D the United States, on August 4, 1941, ••de the 
tollowSng deolecetion to the .Allericen Jewish Congress end the World 
JPwil!lh Co1,gress1 

• 

•According to the decleration made b,y General de Qa,l]]e, 
the .free France applies only the French legislation prior to 
J1me 18, 1940, and the ord1na.nces issued by the leader of the 
Free f1enchmen. Stop. Consequent~, the laws regarding race 
ere considered null end void by the Free Prence.• 

On October 4, 1941, General de Gaulle sent a letter to Dr. 
Stephens. Wise, in wb1ch he stated as follows: 

WUoon the occasion of the 150th enniversa1-y or the emncipa
tiort of the Jews 1D France, I hereby' stress, once more, the poll
q or the Free French - which embraces all Frenchmen. 

•The famous Decree emancipating the Jews of France, as well 
es the proclamation about the Rights or 11,n and or the Citizen, 
are still in effect and cannot be eb1ogated by the men of Vic}v. 

"We condewct as n,11 J and void those changes 1D our Const! tution 
which have been instituted by the so-called Gove11,ment of V1cb1' 
end which are per se unconstitutional and illegal. 

"The Free French, wherever they ere in power, respect end 
•P?l7 the Constitution and the Legislation of the French Republic 
end are resolved after our Victory to restore equality, in 
respect to their d.igni ty and their duties to all citizens o ..... n 
soil or ter1·l tory. • 

In rel>l1' to this letter, Dr. Stephens. Wise sent the following 
message, expressing the feel,ing ot the A111erie"ln Jew17 with regard to 
the Free French movements 

"It is with deepest satisfaction that I have received 7our 
letter addressed to me as President of the American Jewish 
Congress and Chai1·u ... n of the World Jewish Congress on the 
occasion or the 150th Ann1versary or the e1119ncipation ot the 
Jews in France, together with 7our confi1•111ation or the 
polic;y of the Free France tow91-d all Frenchmen. 



•It 1• good to read ,-our word tbet the rights or citizen• 
rwin in tore, and cem,ot be abrogated br the men or Vichy, end 
that J'OU oonaider •·••l l end -,oid ell cbengea 1n the Constitution 
end in l'renoh lan -.de br the so-called Vichy Goveruent. 

•I need be1'dl7 1•7 to ,-ou tbet our beert1 and hopes are with 
Free l.zence tor the 1eke of i1•erice, tor the 1eke or tbe French 
Republic. The i.rence tbet will live 11 not the Bitler - enslaTed 
Vichy bat the Free i'renoh which enJ07• the benefit or 7our own 
leederebip. 

•On bebal.t ot the Aaeric•n Jewish C01,g1•e1e and tbe World 
Jewieh Cai,g1•eea, I aer,d 7ou the ae1SUrance or high personal 
regard end I exprese the hope eoae day to hen the J07 or 
•ee1ng Free France restored tor the benefit or Frenchmen end 
1eatored, too, in the regard ot INm. who cherieh f'reedoa 
tb• 01•gbmat tbe world.• 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

According to the first census of 1921., there were 64.,746 Jews 
in Yugosl•via (0.64$ ot the total population). The second census., 
ot llarch 31., 1931., h0118'Y8r., reftaled an increase to 76,654 (0.55%). 
In coni'o1111ity with the general trend ot Jews towards urbanization., 
those ot Yugoslavia were concentrated in the Jerger cities., such as 
Zegxeb (12.,SlS; 6.4%), Belgrade (8.,389; 3,5%)., and Sarajevo 8.,090; 
10.S,). Two-thirds ot the Jews., n1mbering 47 ,244, were ot Ashkenazic, 
or East Eut-opi•n origin. The Sephardim, residing in Belgrade., 
Southern Serbia aid Bosnia., numbered 26, 459., and there wre also 
2,951 Jen who torMd a separate Orthodox group. 

Geographically and culturally the Jews of Yugoslavia f'aJl in
to tour gx•oups ( correspond1 ng to the four areas out of w},i ch thE- 1Jni t
ed state was constituted in 1918)., viz: 

1. Jews ot Croatia and Slavonia, and of Banat and Bacska., 
f'ormrlY part of H11ngary • 

These were Ashkenazim and constituted two-thirds of the en
tire Jewish population. Modern and, to a certain extent, assimila
ted., they were both inteJ Ject1JaJ ly and econom1 cally in advance of 
their bretb> en in other areas. They possessed mills, banks, depart
ment stores, l11mber yards, etc. Only a smaJl proportion of them de
pended upon charitable assistance. 

2. Jews of' Bosnia and Hercegovina, foroaerly under 
Austrian rule. (1878-1918) 

For the most part srnaJJ shoemakers, tailors, pl11mhers, long
shoremen, etc., their standard of living fell far below that of the 
western world. A large n11mher of Sephardim also lived in Bosnia , 
especially in Sarajevo, where there was a strained political atm.OB
phere, involving constant clashes between the Islamic, Greek Orthodox, 
Serbian and Croatian Catholic populations. In that province the Jews 
dominated as middle men and simall traders. In recent years they also 
penetrated the liberal professions. 

3. Jews of Serbia 

MainJy Ashkenazim, these represented a substantial mic.:ile cl~ss, 
consisting of small traders, merchants, white-collar workers and ex
porters, as well as physicians, lawyers, architects, baru;er'.': and a fE::·11 

large industrialists. They were an industrious element, ccntributing 
~reatly to t.'le cultural and economic advancement of the co;i.rit:r:,-. 
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,. Jen C annaxad in 1920) 
• 

Thia groa.p consisted ma1nl7 of Sepha,..,1c a•+4 Oriental 
Jen a,114 was, in marked contrast to tbe others, 11ncul.tmed and 
povarl'J-rid.den, living in ghettos. 

Tbe econo--1 c structure of the Jews was b7 no •ans 
uni f ol'II tb 1•012ghoa.t the country, cond1 tions differing from 
prov1nce to pronnce in acoox-dance with tbe var,tng steuda1tda 
of ti. loo•J populationa. Couca1•11ing their occupational dis
tribution, there are no offic1 aJ figures. 

It is established that ag1•iculture absorbed s,, 
c roe 157', bandtcratt U,, 1mutl"7 end fjnanoea 2', 
l1bereJ proteaaioeea 8', wte1te-coJJer worlatrs 25' and 11:is
ceJJaneou 12'· 

The central authoritT in Yugoslavian Jew4 was the 
Federation of Jewish Cc 111emities. Co+'4.rising, at its inception, 
aom l2J local 11njts 'With a total vol11nta1-7 memberab1p ot 68,107 
persons, tb1 a bod7 was at once accorded recognition by tbe 
government, being placed 11ndar tbe fo11 el supervision ot the 
IJ1n1str., of Justice and receiving an anm1el subvention tram tbe 
state. It enjo::,ed coinp]ete autonc-v in religious •tters, and 
tbe Chief Rabbi was graoted eq11el status in otfic1eJ life, with 
tbe ecclesiastical leaders of other faiths. 

Jewish education was systematic and progressive, thanks 
to tha fact tbat tbe gover,,u ant's curriculua of "religious in
struction" was not confined to .. re ·~-school" subjects and 
therefore allowd the entire range of Hebrew culture to be covexed. 
Tbe · literary and intellect11al J 1 fe of the cc-11,,m:, t7 was also ad
vanced after 192S, b::, tbe work of a apec1 al association founded 
b::, the joint efforts of tbe entire 1ebbjnate. 

On tbe other band, inter11ational developaents naturall7 
aroused among tbe Jewish population rears or inteneal repercuss
ions, and this fo1uvl expression in: .mass conversions to Christian-
11:iY. Thus, 300 •alth.7 Jews who, thot1gh o~ $ ot tbe Jews of 
the Ci t;y, bad hi tbe~o prov icled one-thi 1-d of tbe Jewish Co-1111,,nj tJ'' s 
tax inccm, 1191'9 baptised in Zagxeb alona. Indeed these conversions 
aswd such proportiotes as to persuade tbe Coagxess of the Prote6tent 
Church, on April 5, 1939, to 11epose severer co:ndjtions of baptia. 
The Cong1ess demanded a one-::,ear trial period before the conversion 
becall8 ettective. · 

• 
Anti-Selllitia in Yugoslavia is a recent erA al1en growt.h, 

due entire~ to lfasi intluence. Monover, 1 t does not represent 
,,.,, gamine feeJ1ng on the part ot the messes, but is the creation 
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onJ.¥ ot po]1tic1J ex:tpnq ,,.., pres8Ul"8 • 
• 

When the Serb1•n CoftrnMnt RS forced into exile, 
duriDC ti. tint World War, Grand Rabbi Dr. Isaac Alkele1 ot 
Belgrade •s sent b7 the Serb1 en govarDMnt on a mission. to 
Western EW"Ope end tbe United States to 1.ntluence public 
op1 n1 on in favor ot the restitution ot Serbia. for a :,ear end 
a belt Dr. &Jkele1 and tbe •lll>ers ot his delegation wre actiw 
in tbe leed1ng po]iticel c1rcles ot London, Paris ,,-:, Wasb1ngton, 
where their activities •t with success. 

11ng Alexe•l4er, who •• assess1neted at llarse1lle in 
19M, •• an open friend of the Jews, #11111 his cousin, English 
educated Pr1nca Paul, who subsequently beaded the Regenq Council, 
e•neged at first to resist tbe Ge1111en preasun, supp1essing ell 
atte pts to tan rac1al hatred. Later, howver, as tbe econoa1 c 
stranglehold ot tbe Reich increased (in 19S9 ebe cCllltl'Qllad S2.
ot the illport and S9.~ ot the export trade), tbe govel"D118nt was 
obliged to walk the tightrope of political exped1enq, a•id wh1le 
overt]¥ professing its championship ot tbe Jews, to countenance 
tbe subtJ e enroachment of anti-Sem1 tisa. fascist atte-•pts to in
troduce anti-Semitism into the national lite ut with little 
oftic1 al encourage•nt, in spite of intensified Hasi pressure. 
Bevertbeless, tbe virus percolated to an e-ver-increasing degzee 
into tba intellect,•eJ circles of tbe urban centers, especialJ7 the 
st,1dents, a•id proceeded thence to infect public oi'tices and mi
nistries. State and aunicipal contracts, tor 1ustence, 1181'8 with
held fram Jews on tbe fl1msiest pretexts, wJ,1le positions as offi
cials or cc.uii·••naJ agents 118re also denied them. SOlll9 400 Jewish 
public officials, who bad bean appointed during tbe earJ.y days of 
the Jdngdc-a, 1181'9 l1kewise gradua117 el1m1nated, wle1le the intri
cate ivstem of j"iscal texetion was operated to the detrimnt of the 
Jews. 

Anti-Jewish Legislation 

AJl ot these measures, however were extra-legal, and it 
was not lJ•ltil late in 1940 that legislative curbs on Jews 1181'8 

introduced. By a decree ot October 5, licenses preTiousl7 grant
ed to wholesel e food concer11s owxee4 or 1':J nanced, either wholJ.y 
or paz•tial l;y, b7 Jewa, wre &11·1!1Mr117 discontinued., renewal of 
them being lett to the discretion ot local authorities. The latter 
ftre further em.powered to place state co-11-aissioners in cherge of 
those conce111s, tbe licenses of wte1 ch were revoked, to see that 
these enterprises were liquidated within two montbs. Pwlisment 
up to two 7ears 1 1 eprisonmnt arid soo,ooo d1uars fine wre provided 
tor violation, with internment end forced labor tor repeated viol
ation. 

A further decree ot tbe same date restricted Jewish pu
pils in state schools to the proportion of Jews in tbe population, 
exceptions being gzanted only in the case of cb1ld1en of war 
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wte11ea1 or ot thoae who bed bND of ae1•,ice to tbe state. Foreign 
Jen wre bund. altoptber .trm eecond.art b1gb schools. F1naJJ7, 

• under a mw d8cree, el J Jen were e2:cl.u4ed, in Iii.cl-October, froPY-
printing, pabll•b1ng e•-4 newspaper coacer•-a, aad txo - boakatorea. 
This action tollowcl e2:p1J sion ot Jen trca aotioa picture, theater 
end broad.casting coao1r11,s. 

It was reported that clisaeaeioa prevailed aaong YU8oslav 
cabinet mellbera over the Jewish issue. Sme of thea wre 1rnd1r
stoo4 to have threatened to resign it the goverment embarkacl on a 
large-scaJe aati-Seaitic pxograe. Ror was the opposition confined 
to aovernmeat circles. On April 24, 1959, the democratic st1,dent1 
ot tbe Uni:v1rsit7 ot Belg11da, (90% ot the entire at,Jdent body'), in 
a special issue ot their Journal, •)(Jadoat• (Youth), conde11re1i anti
Seaitia, em. appealed to the entire 7outh to co bat rac1al1• as 
tbe •grave of civilisation•, w1,1J1 on October 9, 1940, at a ••ting 
ot the Yugoslav Societ7 ot Bigb School Professors, resol.utions were 
ad.opted condarn1ng the J1m1ting ot Jewish.students end teachers as 
unoonetitutiona] e,Jd uata1r. 

After the Outbreak ot War 

Charging that the war bad been forced on Ge111ev b7 
"British Imperie]ia end .Jewish capitel ," Bitler, on .April 6, 1941, 
Burled. his •cb•n1sed legions age1ust Iucoslavia, w111ch gr1mJ7 p1e
pa1ed to resist the 11-vasion. lb1Je the country speeded aob1J1:u.tion, 
repreaentatiws ot •JJ Jewish commn.ities a,14 orgen1 zations coD'ftned 
in Belgrade and pledged manmm a1d and cooperation to tbe go'V8rn
•nt. 

Kore tben 700 Jews wre k1Jlad and score• ot s,11egogaes 
end .Jewish can 1rn1t7 centers dest.zcq•d in a series ot savage air 
re1ds wt,1ch redl,ced Belgrade to a cit7 of tire arid ruins, it was 
reported on .April 14, 1941. •··'1 lost their lives when tbe7 sought 
protection in the ci t7' s .tamous Oneg Sbabbos center, headquarters 
of local Ziot-1 st and WOID8n I s orgaa1 zations. The Jen, incl1Jd1 ng 
ma," wo•n am cb1ld· en, wre buried 111-der tons ot debris wbea the 
b111Jd1ag was hit b7 a bOllb. 

Following the occupation, Bazi offic1•Js, on .April 20, 
ordered Jews to appear at Gestapo headquarters with al J their 
jewl.17 and vaJ1,ebles. .A war,11ng was issued that those who ta1Jad 
to report vol11atarll7 would be shot. The occupation ot Yugoslavian 
cities bad no sooner begun, tbaa the Gestapo wa]ked in and took 
control. They came armed with lists of Jews to be arrasted. In
deed, wholesale arrests of Jen and other pro British elements pre
ceded tb1 arrival of Heinrich H1JRJer, cb1et ot the secret police • 
.A.s a result ot tb1s, a waTe of self-destruction broke out. .Among 
those wt,o pretened death to surrender wre several who had pJ.a;red 
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conapicuous and important parts in the Jewish lit• ot the co11ntry, 
s,icb as Semwl Pinto, president ot the Sarajevo Sephazvt1 c Congre
gation, Rabbi Uhrbacb, head ot the Ashkenazic co11111,1nity in the 
.... cit,". 

Thousands o! Jews from all part.a ot the country, especial-
11' !rm Croatia, pouxad into Belgxade before the 1apid advance of 
the Nazi divisions. 

A decree ot Mq 30, 1941 established the eg~ status ot 
Jews in so-called old Serbia. Jews wre excluded f'ram all cultural 
activi.ties, trom the press., literature, the film industry and the 
theatre. They were also eliminated from the libe1al professions 
with the exception of a small number of ~sicians who were allowed 
to treat Jewish patients. Significantly , the decree is entitled.: 
T,aw on Jews end Gypsies. Chi J dren of mixed marriages are also de
fined as Jews 11' the belonged to a Jewish CCiloro11nal organization prior 
to April 5, 1941. A) 1 Jews were obliged to wear ;rellow badges bear
iDC the inscription "Jew". 

AJ 1 Jewish bank acco1rnts wre blocked, Jews were forbidden 
to remo'98 val11ables frOID sate deposit bmes end they bad to make an 
iuv antor., of el J their propert;r. .Al J n•n between 14 to 60 are sub
ject to fo1~d labor. Jews who lef't their homes during the war are 
not allcwe4 to return. Bet-:f9en 8 P.M. and 6 A.M. Jews may not to be 
seen. on the streets. They are baned from theatres, restaurants and 
other public places ud a system of registration ot the Jews has been 
established. B,rnd,eds of' Jews are being shot tor alleged acts ot 
sabotage end sin.ca the outbreak of' the R\Jsso Ge1111an as alleged 
Comaunists. 

In llacedonia, tbe situation does not differ g1eat]Jr from 
that in old Serbia. It is est1e,eted tbat there are 8,000 Jews in 
old Serbia UDder Ge2111an m111tar., rule. Approx1rnete]Jr 30,000 are 
in the provinces now occupied by Geuoan,y, Ita]Jr, Hu.ngary and Bulgaria 
and an additional est1meted. 30,000 are in "indei-Ddent" Croatia. 

The fate awa1ting the 29,000 Jews in C2"8tia is best illust
rated. by tbe f'act that one of the leaders of the new •tree" Croatian 
state is Ante Pa'98lltch, an Itel1an-f'1nanoed terrorist, who was con
victed in. absebtia of oornplicit;r in the assassination of King Ale,e:oder 
a,.., sabsequentl.1' fied to Rome. In a spec1 al broadcast to the Croats 
on April 14, 1941, Pa'98litch decla1 ad that the new goftrnment would 
confiscate the propert;r ot Zag1eb•s 12,000 Jews and distribute it 
eq,1eJ Jy amonc the Croats. 

Attar accusing the Jews of' having debased the national 
leng,,ege am culture, the Axis puppet euno11nced that the Nuremberg 
enti-Jewih laws would shortly be introduced. Leaflets contain1ng 
excerpts f'rom the broadcast ware subsequent]Jr dropped by Nazi plaz1es 
throughout the country. The excerpts were coupled with a plea to 
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Croats still tighting in the Yugoslavian az•u,ies to desert their 
posts end return home. 

The Oe111ans initiated their regime b7 issia1ng an order on 
April 20 requirillg Jen in Croatia e1ri under captured ten·itories 
to deliver the ke7s ot all coe111111nity centers, s,r•agogues and in
stitutions to the local military beadq11e1-ters. OD the same dq, 
Jewish bus1ness •n in Croatia wre instructed to coo,p:lle lists 
o~ their possessions erri to turn ovar to the Nazis duplicate ke7s 
of their enterprises acri sates. This order, it was believad, tore
&bedowd a Nazi •ova to expropriate all Jewish property in occupied 
Yugoslavia. 

B7 order ot Pavalltch tbe ottices ot the Zionist Organization 
and or other Jewish C· ,,,al organizations in Zagxab, 'W8re sealed 
on April 21, Nazi troopers being posted at the doors. 

It is difficult to estimate the rn11Pber or Jen Jdlled b7 
the C1oat1en govorl1118nt. The Jews seek various toz-ms ot escape. 
It is reported b:, persor,a who bavo Just arrived in tb1 s count17, 
that nearly ell Jews in Croatia haV8 become converted to Catholi
cia.. Even U' this is or no great value in Croatia itselt, it 
helps those who succeeded in escaping to Italian occupied territo17 
where i,000 Cz•oat1an .Ten are now reported. 

A special catego17 ot •hono1&17 At')ans" bas been introduced 
b7 legislation and th011se1.its ot Jen bavo petitioned tor that status. 
It is interesting to note that ma1"1·iage to a Jewess does not in an,y 
wq attect the status or a Croat1au. The reason tor this se••1ng 
libezal1sw is tbat the leaders or the Croatian regime (Dr. Pavalltch, 
Gemz•l Jtvater••Jk, the Co e1uder in Chier or tbe Croairlau &Iiiif and 
111n1ster Jeu1tch) are married to .Te11&sses. 
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BULGARIA 

!lie Jews ot Bul.,:aria cw:,st1t,1te one ot the oldest settlements 
in Europe. They llwd tbeTe long betoze tbe Bulgars appeared as a 
nation on tbll arena ot history, d.atin« back, accord1ne: to historians, 
to the re:1gns ot Darius, X1ne of Persia, end AJexancJer the Great. 
Authentic mater1•J conce1•c,Jnct B1JJF!arien Jews was uneo'V8red as early 
as the begi nc,1ncr ot the Cbrietien e1ua. 

iode7 Bul.earien Je,r8 are di'Yided in Sephat-die and Ashkanazi 
e:r0t1.ps, 1'i th the tonier to1w1 nP- 90 percent ot the population. The 
latter, haTI.llQ' arriwd in the ei,:hties chiefly troa Bungar:1.en, 
.tustr1en end Russian Jewieb stock, ass1m1lated with the Sepha1-d1m. 

Ied1no, a Spen1sh die]act, is spoken by a majority ot Bulrarian 
Jews. The youth is, to sc-1» extent, Buln.r1 an1 7,ed. Up to 1940 
there were ~2 orP.:an:i ,ied Jewish co1110111ni ties within tbe country• a old 
border with moa]Jer Ashkenazi settJeH ants tunctioninP. i..'l Sofia, 
1\usteluJk (Russa)and Verna. 

When Bu.J.~aria gained her indepencl.ence at the close or the 
Russo-Tuerkish War in 1878, Jews in the countr.Y n1,mber.ed about 
19,000. The census ot 1934 showed the mDDber of Jews to be 48,565, 
or o.eo percent of the toteJ population. With the exception or a 
ba I e 127, a] J persons of Jewish descent l!'B.ve Hahrew as the:!.'" religion, 
and 92.2% lived in the Jerger cities. Sofia harbored 25,863, or about 
11~ ot the capital's citizenry. Close to 71.58f; of Bulvarian Jew" 
co,,Jd read end write Bulv.arian as compaxed with 54.36( ot 1.iterate 
Bulp:arlans and with only ll% of learned 'l'urlcs. 

Statistics tor 19~6 disclose that while the Jew~ av.g,e~ated 
o.85( ot the total pop11Jation, their position in the country•~ 
economy amounted only to 0.53~, with 13,645 men and 2,382 women 
actively pec•ticipatin.g. They were distributed as follows= 8,326 in 
commerce; s,200 in va'."."iou.q crafts and industries; 772 in the liber
al professions; 300 in transportation: 79 in gove1·11ment and munic:i.pal 
employ; 76 in agx·iculture and 507 in miacelJanous occupations. No 
lesl"I tban 47.9' worked as wage earners. In Sofia, 24J.l Jews were ••aged in trad1 ng, 1'i th 725 as sm•J J pet1.dlers. 

In 1956, there were 145 Jewiah -peysi.cians in the country , with 
6 more in 1941, out of a total of 2,796, and 95 law.rers out or 2,608. 
A la,ryer•e avex-age earr11ngs did not exceed 84 lavas a day, amo,,utin.g 
to one doJJar. 
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Corporate Jewish I,1 fe 

In 1880, the govex-nrnant recognized the Jewish community 
as a juridical bod;y. twenty :rears later, Bulearian Jews celebrat
ed Cc-1+;11nity DV tor the first tim. All c,111111,r11tias were joined 
in the Consistory wJ,1 ch represented the Jews to the gover1u11ent. 
ottic1aJs always consulted it on matters of Jewish interest. Mem
bers to its eacutive board were popularly electerl. The chiAf rabbi 
served as the religious leader. 

For the school year 1926-1927, a total of 31 347 pupils 
was distributed arnon~ 43 Jewish educational institutions. -

Bul!.?arian Jews took SMJ J part in the countr.v rs "Pi'!"i t11sJ 
life and were ineons~icuous in its culture. 

Prior to the government of Bom:lsn Fillov, anti-Bemitism 
was De'98r otfie1aJ State policy. Jews had been considered loyal 
end an inteffal part of the Bulearian cooooonwealth. 

Ger;;sn Nazism spurred the native Fascists to mo1e agp1essive 
and vicious acti'f'i.Slll w};1ch threw the entire Jewish nopulation into 
constant tex•ror. 

The Nazis found Bulearia fertile soil for their pernicious 
propaganda. Ever since the Treat~ ot Versa1lles bad reduced her 
te1•1•ito:ey, Bul.F.aria bas been dreaming ot rectification. In Hitler' a 
ascension to power, the expansionists saw their chance. Meanwhile, 
Hitler made ,1se ot evel"Y means and l'llse to ensnare t'i.at Balkan 
co,mtry into his II orbi t 11 • First, he tied up her eConOJIG" with Ge1°111en.v. 
B11]11:aria•s exports to Ge1u,aey g,ew by the year, and with them,German;y'A 
debts to Bul~aria. EP.ono•o1 P. sub.1wcation brought in its wan spiritual 
ensla'98JP8nt. 

When the Nazi hordes marched into BulP.'8.ria, the count!'Y was 
in chaos. Jew hait1n~ bad becane patriotic slo~ans along with dernsnde 
tor territorial revision. 

When Kassia Ivanov's cabinet tell, the pro Hitler Bo~dan 
Filott !ormed a new govel'Dll8nt 1mdar which the position or the Jews 
be"a' e moxe e,.:J more ,,ntenable. Its first official act was to expel 
all t01eign-born Jews trca the co11ntr,y. While 1 t was calculated to 
hit the ratugees, the rulin~ atf'ected others as well. 

Hew diacr.1minetions came to supplement these measures. o~ 
Ja:rnzs,,- 23, 1941, 11the protection of the nation" was pronla1rned. 
This decree 11nd•rtook to det1ne who was and who was not a Jew. It 
eought to deprive Jews from gainfi.11 emp]yment, prohibited them to 
cbenge their nw s and contrived to push tsem out completely from the 
co1rntry• s econom1 c J 1 ta. 
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O••Jy ~S out ot 150 Jewish physicians have been eJJowcd to 
treat Jewish patients end onl.Y 7 dentists to practice. Of 95 
laW1"ers, onJy 18 are eJJowd before tbe bar. Ifo Jewish ph&1111ecist 
may operate a drw,,: store. (In 19~6, 40 Jewish pba, taoists were 
re,e:istered in Sofia alone). They 1'8Te given nine months in which 
to liquidate their wares. In co rce., &)() 011t of 2000 are left 
11nd1.sturbed and 8 menutacturers out ot 83. 

Nazi pressure was undeniably responsible tor the law "the 
protection ot the nation". Follo-.ing the Nazi's pl\YsicaJ occupation 
ot Bulgaria (March 1., 1941) the Jews were completely robbed ot eve17 
vestige ot human decency, placed outside the social pale and reduced 
to the status or slaves. Foreign and native be.in aJ1ke wel°e forced 
into labor camps. The Jewish ConRisto!"Y was dissolved and the com
m11n1t1es were disfranchised. The B •nai B 1rith lod,e:es were closed 
and their properties confiscated. R1t11el slaughter was banned. Jew-
ish political parties w1e scrapped. · 

The "Ge11J ab Bank", ftmdamental to the JewiAh economic stra.cture., 
was taken over by the government and Jewish property was expropriated. 
Empowered by the decree of June 14., 1941, the governaient tend the few 
remaining richer Jews 20 an 25ct. Jewish econca11c J1f'e ns as a result 
entirel;r dislocated. 

The tate of' tbe older Jewish ~sidents is shared by soc11e 201000 
newcomers. Whil.e the n1nnber of Jews living in regions :recentl;r acC'luire
ed by B11Jp:ar'!a is 11ndeter1111nad., it may be assumed that there are about 
1 1 000 in Dobrud1a, ceded in 1940 hy RtJJDAn1a; lS,000 in J4acedonia, 
annexed f'1•1:i I comuered Yw,oslavia., and another 3 or 4 thousand in the 
Th1ac1an province of former Greece. Greater Bul~aria bas now about 
68.,000 Jews. 

Terror in the co11nt!"Y is increasing. In tbeir deter111ination to 
exte111inate tbe Jewa, the Bul~r~.an anti-Semites are working band-in
glove with the Nazi Ge~tapo. About 100 deputies of the "Narodni Sohr.ani" 
(Bul.garian Parliament) have been t.h:rown into jails all over tbe countr.r 
and ten 1ost their lives in tbe general violence. •aQY Bulv.arian liber
als f'1nd themselves in Ge1111an concentz"&tion camps. 

However, it is as erroneous to concl1ide that the Bul.P'arian people 
haw turned anti-semitic over11ight as it is to say that they cheertullY 
sub:mitted to the Nazi boot. There is still an appreciablA body of 
liberal citizenr,y wb1 ch regards the present gover11ment policy as ca -
tastrophical. A like 11ndercur1ent of government opposition is manifest 
among tbe masses. 
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Greek Jew17 consists ot two elements, vi•., ( a) tbe co e11n1 ti7 
ot Salonika, and (b) tbat ot tbe mainland and the islands. '?be 
forMr is ancient, descended fl"ulH Sepba.1'di c ntupea who tled troa 
Spain and Portugal in tba 16th cent.UJ.7. The latter, on the other 
hand, is COIP.perative~ modern, for although Jews have, in tact, 
lived in Gnece tor owr 2,000 7ears, most ot their c nitias 
were wiped out during tba insurrections of 1821, and nsettlement 
began onl.y some nine years later, when tbe count17 had acb1ewd 
its independence. 

According to tbe census of 1928, the latest available, there 
were 72, 791 Jews in the co11nt17, constituting 1.17' ot tbe total 
population. Their ngionel distribution was as tollowsz-

Macedonia••••••••••••••••• 
Weste.1·n Thrace ••••• •• ••••• 
Epirus•••••••••••••••••••• 
Thessaly •••••••••••••••••• 
Ionian Islands •••••••••••• 
Central Greece & Euboea ••• 
Other areas ••••••••••••••• 

60,-&84 
2,97-& 
2,611 
2,275 
1,977 
1,876 

564 
72,791 

• 

,.~ 
1.o,s 
1.1$ 
0.5% 
o •• 
o.~ 

1.17% 

Some 98.75% or total live in the towns, and or these near]Jr two
thirds, or 55,983, are concentrated in Salonika, wbare t.be;y form 
as much as 10.~ of the gross population. On tbe other bend, 
Janina absorbs but 4,000, Athens s,ooo, and the smaller co11-u,m
ities of Cavalla end Larissa less than 2,000 each. 

Occupational Distribution 

The.1e are no official figures concerning the occupational 
distribution of Greek Jew.17; on]Jr the following estimates for 
Salonika are available I 

Laborers and employees •••••••••• 65.0% 
Artisans and small traders •••••• 25.0,C 
Industrialists, professionals 
and others•••••·•••••••••••••••• 10.QI 

100.0% 

Most of the Jews engaged in the libera1 p.1•ofessions worked 
exclusive]Jr for their co-religionists. Thus, out ot 68 teachers, 
only 6 were employed in mmi.cipal institutions, tbe remainder 
serving in Jewish schools, wJ1ile 12 out of 14 Journalists worked 
fort.he loca1 Jewish press. 
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The econmic position ot Sa1on1ke's .Ten has deteriorated 
steadil7 durinc the past three decades. Following tbe •]location 
of the cit.7 to Greece 11:a 19:LS, 1114 the sew11nc1 ot it trm its 
hinter] aced, .Te wish longshoremen, along with their Gentile tellos
worbrs, tended to loae their •plo,-nt, as tbe iaportanca ot the 
b11bor decreaN4. In 1920,. the :repatriation ot some 200,000 
Greek peasant.a tro • Anatolia stepped up c rcial competition and 
ottered a challenge wbich torc1d thousands ot .Jewish families to 
leaw the cit.7 and seek their tu.ture 11:a Egpt, Italy and the Ho)¥ 
I,end. 111 19,o, some &2,500 or 69", ot Saloa1ka 1 s Jews wre 
liring on relief tra11 cOllmlD81 f'unds. 

Anti-s-1.tisa, though not entirel.7 1Jnknown and occasionally 
lead1nc to •v1sses, bes been r1gid.J.7 checked 11:a recent years. 
The Goftrwnt has not been slow 1n evincing its S)apathy tor 
Jewish distress and its dete:rmnation to preserft the principle 
ot ci"fil end political eq1Jal i ty. Thus, 1n A1Jg,1st 1936, the late 
P1'9mier Metexas addiassed a special massage to Chief Rabbi Xo1ets 
ot Salon1b ottering assurances that the Adm1nistration would 
continue to "nourish the sw feelinc of 8J'•patb7 tor Jewish citi
seu as has heretofore existed". On Rovember 21, 19&9, Governor 
Geoxge x,ril l 1 s or llacedonia, 11:a an otticial deol.aration, re
affirmd the Goverment• s 11:atention or prese1 t1ng the ci'ri.c 
rights or J'en. Legislatiw •aswes wre, in tact, introduced 
to ou:rb the activities ot anti Semitic factions, aa of'ten as not 
•re f'lonts tor Ax:1s pzopa1anda. 

When tbe Ax:5 s i 11,asion began in the spring of 1940, Jews 
responded enthusiastical l7 to the nationa.1 emergeney. The 
heroism of Colonel llordecha1 Frizis was cited as an ecample 
ot patriotism by Preaier Metaxas who also took occasion to com
•Dd the valor ar>d loyalty of the Jewish pop11J ation. As the 
tempo of the war :la01eased a1ld Gen1an troops poured in to re-
1nforce their badly battered Italian comrades, the small Jewish 
cOlllllUDit7 of Atbeus contributed no less than 9,000,000 drach111as 
to the natioMl defense tum, according to reports ot Jan11Ary 21, 
191]. '?be b(J 1billg of St. Sofia cathedral the tollowlng month, 
evoked a donation ot 50,000 drachmas towards the cost of repairs 
from the impoverished Jews ot Salou1ka. Nor wre Jews less 
actiw on the field of battle, their services earr11ng official 
c t-iation from Premier Emanuel Tsouderos wt1en be J anded in 
South Africa, along with King George, on July 11, 1941. 
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EapecioJJ7 grieVOllS was the plight of the Jews in SaJon1ka, 
where eir-ra1d shelters were aJJ but non~xistent and w,ere thou
sands were ki J Jed. end injured during the Ge:noan be budments ot' 
the Jewish q11erter. 

Curbs 

Following the coJJapse ot' G1eece and the occupation of the 
country b7 Ax1 s fc,r,:es, a number of c,1rbs were imposed upon the 
Jewish populatirn,. 'l'hus, it was repc,rted on May 15, 1941, that 
all Jewish physicians and lawyers bed been debar1ed fl'C+e practice, 
while dispatches or J,me 20 revealed tbet a 9 P .M. curfew bed 
been 1!lp0sed on Jews in SeJ01,1ka and Athens, end that many had 
been interned in concentration canips at Levadia on charges ot' 
•pro British activities.• 

Extra-legal oppression has alao added to the plight ot' the 
Jews in Greece. Jloat sinister in tbi s respect has been the return 
to the coirnt1"7 of Ivan ¥1bailoft', the notorious Macedonian terror
ist. Under his leadersb1p, a Bazi-inspiled organ1 zation known as 
'l'he Black Cross has set about &7ste·1eticaJJy loot1ug Jewish stores 
and levying •collective t'ines• upon Jewish cot11·1•,01ties. Jews 
have also been t'orced, 11nder penalty of eacution, to wear ;yeJJow 
e.mbands and have in recent months been herded into •labor corps.• 
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FINLAND 

!he Jewish cnmpp1nity in Finland is one of the yo11ngest in Europe. 
It did not begin to develop until after 1827 when Czar Nicholas I or 
lhissia introd•iced llilltm-y service for Jews. A n11mber or Jewish sol
diers of the Baissien 8l'IV who had served in the Grand Duchy of Finland, 
re -tetned there after their te1m of se1·vice was completed. 

!he collapse of Czarist Russia brought Finland her independence. 
OD December 6, 1917, Finland was proclaimed an independent state, 211d 
on December 8 of the same year, the Finnish Parliament enacted a law 
granting eq11al rights to the Jews. The period from December 8, 1917, 
11ntil November JO, 1939, was the most favorable in the history of the 
Finnish Jews. 

Binet7-seven percent of the Jews in Finland are tradesmen and 
co-11a1ercial employee. In recent years, they began to tum to the libe
ral professions. 

'lhe Jewish population at the outbreak of the Soviet-Finnish war 
consisted of about 1800 persons. According to the census of 1930, 
Finlf.Dd bad 1765 Jews, of whom 1135 resided in Helsinki, Jl2 in Vii
puri, 255 in Abo and about 100 scattered throughout the co1mtry. '!he 
Jews constituted approximately one half of one percent of the popula
tion of 11nJand. When the war came, they resnonded with enthusiaSJII 
to the call to arms. Appro>JrnE-.tely 200 Jewish young men went to the 
.t1v11t, emmg them fifteen reserve officers of various rank. Man::, 
Jen vol1D1teered, others contributed large sums to the war effort and 
Jewish wauen sewed articles of clothing for the soldiers. ~ Jewish 
soldiers distinguished themselves by their courage and, ma DUJRber 
of occasions, the Finnish cotllmend publicl::, praised their patriotiSII. 
Fifteen Jews died on the battlefield. 

During the war, the Jews were also active in promotint, the Fin
nish cause abroad. Santeri Jacobsson, the mayor of Lauritsala, was 
sent by Foreign Minister Vaino Tanner to Stocknolm to conduct an ex
pensive propaganda campaign among Jev,ish peo~)le of the world. 

'lhe lloscow peace of llarch 12, 19.4!>, brought complete ruin to the 
Jewish co1,111inity of Viipuri. Not a Sinble Jew xemeined in the city 
when the Bed Arlq took possessic:m. 'Ibey 6JJ fled to the interior and 
the Jewish CO-MlJnities of Helsinki aod Turk:u supported them as best 
they could. 1he government looked after the needs or the evacuated 
F1DDB, provided them with hoiues, food, clothing and tools, but the 
Jews received nothing. 

After the war of 1939-1940, the entire Finnish sit11ation chani
ed, and with it the attitude towu.rd the Jews. Chaos rP.ii:lled in the 
econo-41 of the country. 'l'he 450.000 evacuees from the ceded terri
tories were a heaV7 burden on the gove11went. 
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As early as the si,rnmer or 1940, it coold be perceived that the 
F1na1sh people were succumbing- to the Nazi pressure·. 

As Razi 1afluence aounted, the Fiauish attitude toward the Jews 
became aore hostile. Official4 the legal stat,,s of the Jewish poJ>U
latian was not altered, but discrimjnatiou was practiced in tact. A 
strict license system was introduced cm imported articles and the 
Jews found it more difficult than others to obtain licenses for the 
im}lOrt of textiles. Here, too, the Nazi hand was at work. Virtually, 
the nnl7 1emaiu1n~ market for Finland was Ge1•116ny, and Bazi trade 
representatiTes declared that they w011ld not maintain cc-111111ercial re
latims with non-Aeyan firms. A n11mber of Finni sh manufacturers re
fused to oontin11e dealing with their Jewish cu&tolllers. 

Private reletions between the Jews and the Finnish population 
became more strajned than ever. Certain cooperative buildings refused 
to accept Jewish tE-nants 8111' longer. Servant girls refused to work 
in Jewish homes. Jewish coin111ercial establishllent:c were harassed by 
repeated investigaticms which provided the pretext to impose fines 
tor alleged illegal trade praetices. 

In this second war, the irony of events forces Jews of Finland 
to bear arme as Hitler's allies. 



Bno11•ioua obetacae stand in the ~ ot portrqinc present conditions 
in this test area. Since the outbreak ot the war bet1189D the Soviet Onion 
and lasi Ge1Ji&CV (June 22nd, 1941), neither the Germans nor the Russ:lans 
haTe turnisbed reJ:lable reports regarding Jewish conditions in the affected 
terri"torJ'. 

Ge1 '''" baa el1 oad;y conq,iered all the butter regions enne:x.ad by" the 
Sotiet Union t'lom Septaber 1959 to June 22nd, l9tl. iro.11. the Jewish 
Tiewpoint, this area is ot tt.mendoua importance, comprising Lithuania 
(250,000 Jen), Latvia (95,000), Estonia (5,000), Eastern PoJ and 
(1,210,000), Bessarabia and North Bukovina (sro,ooo). In addition, the 
Gemn aridas haTe eeised SoTiet White Russia, the Soviet Uk.ratne 
(2,300,000), and pet-I, of the Russian Soviet Republic (about 'Ir:$ ot the 
.Tewa in tb1s repiblic live in lloscow and besieged Leningrad). 'l'hua, at 
first gJence, JPO:re then 4,000,000 Jews Uva in the greatest battle a1ena 
ot the Ncond World War. Thie figure cennot be considered conact, howaTer, 
.tor the toJJowlng 1easons1 

Se'Yer&l thousa1+d Jews were eTacuated tzoa Lithuen:le to the interior 
ODe wek prior to the outbreak of war. ll&fl7 ntugeee fled betore the 
e,Jtencing German armias, lllb.ile ot)eers, partic11Jerq •n ot D1J:lt917 age, 
industrial workers end government eaplo7es, were eTacuated together with 
the sanaral pop:iJetion by' the SotJet authoritiaa. 

Beoe11ee th97 were concentrated in J erge industrial c1 ties, w -~ 
aeeulDe with reasonable aeauranoe that eubstential DlDPbers ot Jen ot 
Bonet Rt11sia proper succaeded in escaping 0.1 ·en ocoupation. The t1 gure 
ot 4,000,000 mst therefore be reduoed cons:lderabq. 

With regac-d to the smJrces ot :tntol'll&tion, theee are better tor tlie 
'bu.f't'er atatea and territories than tor the Sot Set Onion proper. TheN 
is a great deal ot :lntorrnetion on Lithuen1a, LatTia and Estonia, end so• 
reasonabq Nliable jnforme.tion for tbe three tormar Gel:lcian districts. 
For the other regions, the material ia rna1D°ll' ot Ge111en or Rtman,an origin 
end ce11not be checlmd. 

An additionaJ d1tticult;r ia the allaost COllplete lack of ccuc1n1.cation 
between this g1 eat araa and the world, except in the caN of Eestern 
Gal.i.c:1 1 which wa1 recentq incorporated into tba Poliall GanaraJ Gov er1111 ent. 
W:i th th•• reNnationa in m:lnd, we she] J atteapt to present a general pictUN 
based on t.he 21m1:l.ed reliable :tntor111etion at oar d:ispoaal. 



The edma1atrat1oa ~ tlae mwq ooCllpl.ecl ngloaa (Butern PoJ,ad, 
the Baltic countrt.a, llbite Ru••1e e•ld the Ukraine) 1• greduell;y 1-1Dg 
tranato!'Nd t'roa a llilit1117 to a cirll buia. Baatern Galicia (capitols 
I.wow), end part of Vo~bn1e ( •) ha• been incorporated into the 
Polish General Gotanme:nt (Govw,aor-General: Prenk) as tla• Nparate 
provlnoe of Galicia. 

'l'h• tb11e Belti.c states (L1thvea1a, Latvia end latonia) end Son.et 
lbite Ruaaia now constitute the so called Oatlend nglon w:ltll Riga u 
t.ha capitol. !be Beieh Coe1m1 aeer tor tb1 • region is Heinrich Loh• 
(th• toJ'IIU' Gaul.alter of Sch1-n18 Bolate1D). Por the Bel:tic end White 
Bu.aaia, reg1onel COIAAd.aaera h&'V8 also beau a.ppointads Wilhellll ltube tor 
White Russia; Dlescbl ar, the tOl'ller mqor ot Luebeck, for Latvia; end 
Dr. von Reuteler> tor Lit.hu,n1e. fbe eatabllehmant ot ,n •Oirtlend• is 
proof that Gern1e1(t does not intend. to restore the independence ot the 
Baltic stat.ea. :Further evidelloe ot this i• the tact tbet, the Ratioual 
Litbuen1en Gotel'IIPl8Dt, foniad on June 22nd, l.941, baa t1Dal~ rea1.gn1d. 

Soviet Ukraine is now a eaparate edm:ln:latrat1'V9 •••,1t with Erich 
Koch, tol'IA8r Gaul.eiter of East Prussia, as the Reich Co1em1asar, but 
neither the bo,rnder1es nor tha capitol have been det•r1e:lned. It is 
not 7et cleer what ed111Jnistrat1Te disposition will be rnede ot t.he 
laat1rn ptov1ncea of Pol em (except Gel:lcia end the V1lna. district), 
or of the B1elystok-Groduo district end t.he 1••:lnder of Vol.)'bnia. 
It ia bellaved, how'V9r, tbet Biel,7stoJr end Grocmo ,111 be incorporated 
into Greater • 

Ou r 17, 1941, the Gereen govarnmnt enn011nced the appoint-
mnt ot Dr. Alfred Rosenberg as the •Reich 111n1st.er tor the Ee.at" ri.t.h 
supre199 authoriq overt.he entire occupied sone, an area estimated by 
an ottic:SeJ Gel'llall source on October Sl, 1941, as 615,000 square 11:SJes, 
or more then th198 t1.lAes the sise ot 0.1111e1,y in 19S7. Dr. Rosenberg, 
the Beltic Gereeu p1,1loso,bar of lasi papnisa and arch-eDIIJV ot 
Chriatien:lt;r, is perhaps the 1.ead:lng anti-Semitic theoretic1en ot this 
generat1on. 

imeb J4C,. Pndm: lf111 DMltn,tJgp 

The Jews of the occupied Soviet territor:, now find theuelves 
subject to Gere11n law. In tha district ot Gel1c1.a, the laws ot the 
Polish General Gover•,e·ent now ap~. On August 7, 1941, the following 
decrees were med• applicabla to Gel 101.a:· The decree ot Jul.)" 24, 1940, 
defining who was a Jew; the decree ot Bo..-ember 28, 19S9, regarding tba 
orgau1sation ot Jeri.sh co11111n•o1ties; tbe first two executive orders of 
April 25 end June 7, 1940, regarding the Jewish ·co11111••n:ltias; the decree 
ot October 26, l9S9, eatablisb1ng forced labor tor the Jewish population; 
and tba f'irst and second -executive orders ot December 11 and 12, 19S9, 
pursuant to the earlier decree. 
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On tile ba•ia ot th1N enact.nte, J'ewiall comnmitias are being estab
llalaed in ell tba Jerp cities (Lwow, stanislawow, Tarnopol, Drohobyhcs 
end B:rocv) • Furtber :nagiiJ etions are being 1 ;&posed and it is reasonab:11' 
cl.ear that tbe legal status~ the Jews iD Eastern G•l1cia is ftrJ" much 
the sam as iD the General Govermnent. 

We possess no detailed inforu,etion regarding anti-Jewish legislation 
in the other parts ot Eastern PoJend, Ostlend and the Ukraine, but tbere 
is enry 11aeon to belieTa that it follows tba taJliliar pattern. 

W1lheJrn Kube, the Co+;;11ieear tor White Russia, at once introduced 
toroed labor tor Jewiah males between the ages ot 14 end 20, and tor 
girls between 17 and 24. At the sw time, the Ger11en coapulso17 school 
attendance Ngulations tor children between 7 and 14 excluded the Jews, 
and the Jewish schools in White Russia ware not 1eopooed for the fall term. 

'l'he tirst decree ot the Reich Commi sear tor the Bal tic CO"rntries was 
also directed against the Jews. All Jews are required to nar ;yellow 
bedgas bearing the Star ot David; they JN1J not walk on the sidewalks or 
in g.:oups. Lend belonging to J'ews, as well as Jewish co; 111.9rcieJ enter
prises, haTa barn confiscated by tbe Commissar and turned over to Germen 
•1chents sent into the Baltic area troa East Prussia. Jews have been 
aaluded l'ront the liberal professions and ell Jewish doctors wost register. 

On July 30, 1941, a J,ebor Bureau was established iD Latvia to register 
ell J'ews between 16 and 60, iD order to tiDd "suitable occupations" tor 
tbam. lit Riga alone, about 25,800 Jews bavo been arrested. In the VilDa 
diatrict, all retugees wbo came troa other parts ot Poland haTa been 1e 
qui11d to register. 

r..>,attos have aJread7 been established in such cities as Lwow, Bi&:Q"stok, 
Grodllo, V1Jne, Ko"'llo, Riga, Odessa, end M:lusk. 

The sit11etion ot the Jen in lazi-occupied Soviat territo17 is perhaps 
9'ftD worse tbau iD the Polish area seised by GermaD1' in Septeabe:,:, 19259. 
The soc1 el ~onas ot tba Soviet regime bad al~ 1 n,poverisbed the entire 
Jewish 111.ddle class. The DeW Ger en anti-Jewish d9crees have completed the 
pt:ocess ot pa11perisation. llo1eover, the Iasis bave le1iuched a Jerge scale 
anti-S.altic propaganda cempaign to instill popular eu1ty against both 
the Jews and Soviet R11ssia. 

The Ukrainian BationeJ1sts ~ Ba.stern Galicia and the Ukraine, and 
the Lith•Jeu:!ens, Letts and Estonians ot the Baltic, are being 97stematicell7 
incited against Russians end Jews aJ1n. Ge1n1en po1icy- iD this regard has 
been claar:11' exp1essed in a n•nnbar ~ otticiel statements end px'Oclemetions, 
two maples ot wla1 ab ueq wll be cited. 

In Lww, on September l, 1941, Governo1 Ga1Mral Prauk issued the 
tollowlng proclemetious "In the n8Jl8 ot tbe Fueh1er, I, as Governor
Gauual, hereby annex the district ot Galicia to the.Government General 
end in so doing place it under the protection or Ch: eater Ge1111e1i,y. 



•tiae terrible 7"1'• ot eutf•ring end opp1eeeion at the bends ot the 
NnNlaass, irreeponeibla regille ot tba Wareaw 11.1Jing cltque, end ot the 
p11aso• Sorlet ragiM ot te1ror are c,qr. Thousand.as ot 7our brothers 
ead asietere hava fallen ae rlotta• ot b]oodthirst7 Jelli.ah Bolaheviaa ••• 
.le tar u poesible, w ebeJJ pa:0vid• raatitution tor eJJ the inJustices 
co-ittad age:lnst 70u. Your priYate posseseione sbeJJ be returned to 
you. Th• treedoa ot your national culture, as wall as aJJ 7our rel.lgious 
liberties, ebeJJ be restored.• 

Soon after the outbreak ot the .Rueso-Ger11&11 nr, Dr. AJtred Rosenberg 
dell'99Nd a veh-nt anti-Beaitic speech, ceJJ1Dg upon the people ot the 
Baltic states to tree theesalvae ot the nle ot Jewish Bolshevia. In 
the ew connection, the Rome radio declared: •we are not fighting against 
the Russ:lens, but age:lnst a bend ot cria:I.Dals who are abetted b7 the Jaws.• 

'l'he Germ and Ri1manian forces of occupation are known to have staged 
pogrc,118 in the following cities: Kwnatz-Podolsk, Rovno, Berdicha't', KieY, 
Odesea, Cherr,Jgov, Omen and Jlinsk. The fate ot the Jan expelled troa 
Bung&1"7 to G•Jtcia (aore than 18,000) ias pe,-t;icuJarl,y tragic. Thouseride 
ot th• ha't'e been ela:Jn end the survi.vors are in terrible plight 1D the 
't'iciDit7 ot stanislawow. 

Jews-~ expect scant consideration fl,)41 Obersturmtuehrer licbmean, 
who has been appointed to deal with Jewish affairs tor the Ukraine. 
Eichuean, a Gero1an who wee born iD Palest:fne, was the Gestapo representa
tive who •solved" the Jewish problem in Vienna. Thousands of Jen have 
been arrested on various pretexts 1D all the Ge1111e1, held cities ot the 
Ukraine. Jews are being mobilized aver,ywl,era for forced labor on high
ways, railroads, etc. About. 200,000 Ukrainian Jews have been impressed 
into such labor battalions. 

The Jews of Western PoJend, who have lived since October, 1959, as 
re.tugees iD Ee.stern Galicia, present a separate problem • .According to 
a decree ot the Governor General of Sept.eaber 4, 1941, J ewe require a 
special pox ,.J t to cross the border betwean the General Goverriment and 
GeJicia iD order to return to their families. Moreover, different 
currency regulations exist 1D the two sonea. Personas crossing the frontier 
m,v- not ca1•q more than 600 slot7. In the district ot Galicia, the sl.oty 
is the unit ot currenq. According to a decree ot Septeaber e, 1941, a. 
slot7 is equal to five roubles. (In 19S9, the Russians pa.id onl,y one 
rouble tor a slot7.) 

The anti-Sellitic decrees and the pogroas already' referred to do 
not tell the whole stol'7. Because the Jews lived largel,y 1D the cities, 
their losses 1D life and propert7 during the tightiDg •re abno111aJJ7 
high. 'lhen the Ge1,1ens occuw a city, th97 at once force the Jews to 
give up their homes. In the leboit ceerps thousands of Jews are li't'ing 
at the preasent time under a w:lntr., 8lq' without the benefit ot barracks. 
Ghettos are invariabl,y established 1D devasted sections ot the occupied 
cities. 
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The econollic sit,1ation ot the Jews is desperate. Heavy tines are 
constantq illposed end possessions are confiscated. The Jewish co111on1nity 
ot Lwow, tor example, was tined twenty million roubles. cultural lite is 
suppressed. !tothing 981' a.p:pear in the Yidd:leb language. On Jul1' 13, 1941, 
the Yiddish theatre• in V:IJne and Ka,1na1 wre clo1ad. The ta11;ous Strashun 
Librar,y 1n V:IJne waa partq destroyed by tire and the rema:lnder transported 
to Frankfurt. The llapu L1br81'7 in Ka•anas and the Bialik Library in Tallin 
have suttared the 88Jl9 tate. At the p1esent tilm, with Geroean divisions 
st:IJJ pressing tc,rward, tba prooass ot destruction continues a.ta ruthless 
pace. 
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·.Although it is poaai'ble to some eclient to .tucv- the present 
retucee prohl• end the basic d:ltterence between it •nd siailar 
pro'bl•a ot the past, it is ditticul t to aasese the influence ot 
the pl'effDt war since w are in the .midst ot 1 t end each da7 •1.7 
bring about new changes. It 1• 110re ditf'icult to attempt solving 
tbet pro'bl• aa long aa the great enigma ot the tutiax I confronts 
ua end ner7tJdng depe11da upon the outcome ot the war wl1Jch is da:Jl7 
cleYelopiJII into a world war in a 1111ch wider eense then the first 
World lfar. 

Tbe tollowlng obeenationa are baaed upon two ae J tions: 
1) that DO tt,adMentaJ cberiges w:IJJ ocaur in the near tuture, end 
2) tbet both lnglend and the Uni.ted- State• will •erge t:roa the 
present contlict as stronc as th97 are t.odq and wl.11 have the 
decisiTe wice in reshaping the poet-war mrld. 

lm 1b RetYr••e :roou: 
At th1 s niti:ag Jews are driven tro11 German,y and txom alaost 

el] countriee undv Ax1 s control not tor politioeJ, religious or 
social, but tor cl1erl7 defined rac:Jal zeeeons. lhereaa tomerl7 
Jns could escepe persecution in accepting the views dictated 'b7 
an oTerbearing maJorit7 end its rulers, no such poas:J.'bllit7 exists 
in last Jlla1-ope. J'or DO one, DO aatter bow eager to do so, can 
cb•rice hie zace. 

Jlone ot the torced Jewish •esa migrations ot the past ever 
&sBllled the proportion ot the present upheaval. Todq, however, 
• are tacecl with a situation where entire Jewish populations are 
8laul. taneoual7 uprooted. Their mmbers, including potential vio-
t:J me, 1'W1 into •arq J:nmdreds ot tbousanda, it not m:lllions. lation
&1. tragecv ot such wag1d tude is 1JD}•recedented in the histo17 ot the 
lnl.sh people. 

it,J s bzi:age us to the possible method ot solving the prohl• • 
Transplant large aasaea ot migrente tzoa one count17 t.o another -
tb1 a 1• 'b7 no aasns an e•11 task. In the past 1 t as comparati vel.7 
eeaier. !he world as then open to eJJ. But t.odq opport1,mties 
tor resettl•ent are choked ott. ODl.7 one co1antry, Palestine - u 
tar u its J e1d. sh residents are concerned - has e,q,ressed read:1 ness 
to I'acei.ve ref'ugees. The British government, bowever, at the 
instigation ot the .Arabs, 1 s doing eJ J it cen to hinder J ewi ah im 
lligratl.011. !he ur,1 ted States has sho1111 11apath1' 1d. th the refugees 
•nd rel&Jgtd somewhat its 1mnigra.t1on restriction. Other likal.7 .. . 
co1mtries are either closed to newcomers, or appl7 their laws •• 
cl.us:lvel.7 against the Jews, directl7 and indirect17. Their motive 
mq not necesaerlJ7 be entisadtic. In aome cases, no less character
istic, it is teer ot spreading preJ11df ce that prompts the countries 
to keep the Jews out. 
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!bat al.one, bonTer, ia onl.7 beJ t the trouble. lhat aetea the 
plight ot the refugee• reeJ 17 hopeless is that th81' cen•ot telce their 
IIOJl87 out ot the ooiantr,-. .lt the beg1nn:1ng ot the lazi boloca•aat r .. 
fagHe wllO aettled in Paleatine were able to trensfer part ot their 
possessions according to a 11p1cial. agre•ent raecbed between the 
Palestinian end G81'11an goTerments known as the •eaavarab•. SlmJar 
arruc•eDta on ind1 'rldual. beaes tor llllig1"ant1 into other oountrles 
were in ettect tor aome ti.lie. Depri T&tion ot their .tands ea •-pl7 
reduces thalr posaibll1t7 ot being absorbed eco•IO!lical.17. Bree 
the rehgee probl• become• the concern ot not onl.7 the Jews but ot 
t.ha al!Ole ot ••nk1 nd. 

The present wer bee gz eetl7 aggravated but net provoked tbe 11 
tugee probl•• .ls the Gezeeens continued to edvance, tbe number ot 
countries torc1.ng out tbe .Tews grew conld.derabl.7. &aigration poa
aibl Ji tiea, acent even before the war, dwindled st1JJ further bJ' 
'rlrtue ot theapreed1ng bostillties. The number ot refugees before 
the nr was about 2m,ooo - one fourth of the present total ex 
cluaiTe ot the ••IV thousands wt-, aa7 be forced to tlee at •JV' 
.,.eDt not knowing where. 

jpart troa tb1 • appeJJ:Sng growth ot .Tew!sb lhigrants, new 
ooapllcations arose tor those living aa •en.a17• sJ1ens in France 
end Great Btltein. At the outbresk ot the :er, France arrested 
end interned 18,000. lhen the French e:nq collapsed in .Jul.7, 1940 
al.rlost aJ J German snd Austrian ref'ugeea ware roianded up. At this 
Li.tine (111.d«De ot 19'1.) SOile S>,000 tind tb•selves in inter,eeent 
caps in u•occupied France. In .Tune and .Tul.7, 1940 Bagland iaqlated 
oTer m,ooo aliens. Ma:ft7 ot t.he internees were transported to 
Auatrel :I a end r.anada tor aete keeping. Though ••·U" ot th• bad 
been later releeaed, t1Te or six thousand probabl.7 are still con
fined. 

• 

Lack ot trsa,sportatica facilitiea el1"1netea lx\l ,: i11e,ed:Sate consi
de:rat1N• en7 ton ot ccmpzebenain •:Sgration planning. le f:Snd thou
aends ot er:doe•s refugees crowd1:ng the ports of !ranee end Porl,Jiigal wit.h 
no ab:Sps to t•k• t.h• en:,,wJ,ere, 'rlsa end &Taileble f't••ida notwithstsnd:Sng. 
Inczeaa:Sngq dist.c•,bi:ng is the cant1rn1ws tigbten1ng ot i 111:Sgratica 
reatrictiona. 1111.r;y to South Jmerica and into t.he British Dom:Sn:Sons 
is practicalJ7 mt ott. The 0•1J7 cc,t•ntries st:SJJ cspeble ot absorb-
ing 11 oigrants, are PeJeatiD.e end tbe United States. T)Jrlng th1s nr 
period, Pal 1stine bas made raorn tor over 30,000, and t.he United States 
tor twice that n1mab•r. Yet the British gover1111erit, hoJdine the Man-
date <Ner Palestine, has :laposed artificial curbs, C011peJ J :Sng refugees 
to seek a cirllitous way. Beed.less hardships and countless tragedies 
develop whenever t.he British authorities proceed to deport the so-
caJJed •:SJ legal• entrants to t.he Island of Jlauritiua 1n t.he Indian 
Oceen. After the ref'ugee-sb1p •Patria• e aploded 1n the harbor of 



Baita, did th.,- perm t it to unJ o-4 i te uDbapp7 cargo. '!he illligr.
tlon quota lan ot the United St.ates wre never 11J1austed, eepecial-
17 Id.nee the econollic crillie ot 1929. Ae it ie, thie co11ntey 11111 
not •·'··1 t beyond eeveral tboueend eum,al.17, wJ,J ch ia oDl.7 a drop 
in the bucket. It it ebould beco•e directl.7 involved in the war, 
nen tbia al.ender avenue ot qcape wtJJ Tel'd sh. 

'!he inter1,1ent caapa in France, ~ein, Portugal, Sbaughei, 
S1d.tzerland and in other oountriea are little better than the 
concentration caaps in Gem•DJ"• Shortage ot tood and clothing, 
11tterl7 uusam ta17 sarro11ndt nge coupled in aaDJ' cases Iii th inhU11an 
treatment, invariabl.7 c,1] mt nate in pqsical end 110ral destruction. 
There, conctt tiona are but a abort step to abject alaveey. Forcing 
retugeea to labor in Siberia and in the French Babara .turnishea a 
glaring emple ot tb1 a tom ot huaan degradation. 

iii, ,, RJIM op M Pres,nt 

At the aoaent it is difficult to detel'IMine the precise nWNber 
ot rei"ugeea. We have no 97 ot ditf'erentiating between refugees 
end volvnt&l'J' adgrees. Further, ore, a.a 800D as one tiDda a place 
ot aettJ.•ent we m11at, strictl.7 1peek:J ng, exclude him f'loa considera
tion. Bat teJdng into account that ell will!) lett Geme111 aince 19SS, 
Austria and Czechoslovakia aince 19:'4 were refugees, end adding 
those edled br the war, n aa7 arrive at a nearl7 accurate est:Jmate 
aa tollowa: 

UP 10 ?l>VmBER, J 9:Q. 

l"..ua G81'11ett;t 
Austria 
Czecbo slov&lcia 
lazi Poland to Soviet PolNDd & luasia 
lazi Poland to Other Countries 
Balgim 
lazi Occupied !"'ranee 
B!Meam a (aostl.7 to Bessarabia af'ter 

the lussian Occupation) 
ItaJ7 
Bolland, Yugoslavia, etc. 

'lOT.liL 

soo,ooo 
la>,000 
so,ooo 

800,000 
25,000 
25,000 
10,000 

40,000 
6,000 

so,ooo 
966,000 

In other 11>rds, eveey ninth Jew in &lrope has been aade homeless, 
a oond:Jtion u,,,ar11Jled :J,.n rnnau histoey. !\Jgitives trom the .Bassian 
Revolution mwbered DO higher than S mt J lion, or l esa tban d ot lue-
81.a' s entire population. 'N:>1 J e that mmber declined in succeeding 
71ers, ..,,,nting to beral7 400,000 aa ot l9S6, that ot Jewish migrants 
is ever on the increase. 

We now come to the question of potential refugees. If the llazis 
wln, they will aultipl7 thousand.told; if lazi Gel9aDJ' goes down in 
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4eteat, it c,n ace, cel7 be assm.ed thet their 1111 bers (in that case, 
11111.gr•ote) will dzop tor 110 e time to c»me. In tact b1,,•dreds ot 
tboueands 111>re will have to seek havens in foreign leads. One of 
the main probl•• with wid ch the D•tiona will have to contend, will 
be espec1all7 the Jewish refugee probl•· 

OOOllT.Ea:F.S WHTCH ADIIT'l'ED JEWISH REroGEF.S, J9§H94Q 

Palestine 
United states 
France, 11),g] end, Belgi,w, Bolland 
Central end South America 
Prance (dur1ng war) 
Soviet Jussi.a 
Li tmiania, Ravnen:f a, Jlungarr 
Cbioe (Sbaneha:I) 
Japeo, Port,1gal, llol'Clcco 

'l'OTAL 

110,000 
155,000 
lti0,000 
116,000 

60,000 
1530,000 

2S,OOO 
m,ooo 
m,ooo 

966,000 

Cbnd:I tiona in J.cence 111 th regard to refugees, as stated before, 
are no better then in Bazi Germeey. Si:ad J arl7 life in Soviet lblssia 
was a:trmel.7 hazardous f'or those wllO escaped the Nazi hordes in Oc
capi ed Poland. llot ,,ntil the Nazi invasion ot lblssia and the sign
ing ot a pact between Bnssia and the Polish Government-In-Exile, were 
ell the Polish retugees treed from Siberia. The lts-tter is al.so en
listing the a.id of' private orgeD:I zations to help them find places of' 
ref'uge. 

Trensi t countries such as Bimania, Li thuan:I a, Japan end Portugal 
ottered ta oporar,y as7l1m to the plighted travelers, but f'ew remained 
to settle. In the last anal 7sia their rehabilitation rests on Pales
tine end the United states and, to a lesser degree, on certain South 
American co,1ntr1es. 

Xe #vt A 6oJ 11t1on te the Bef)agee Prob) foil 

The Jewish Betugee is not abandoned to his fate. Jewish organiza
tions in Palestine and in the United states are assisting generously. 
In Palestine there is the Jewish Jgenc7 with a special relief divi
sion established f'or the benefit of' the German Jewish exiles and a 
Cooe1 ttee to aid those from Poland. In the United States the Hebrew 
1-igrant .Aid Societ7 (BIAS), founded in 1908, renders excellent 
service. Added to it is the Bationel Coordinating Comm1 ttee For Aid 
to Refugees and I1no1igrents wld ch was reorganized in 1939 as The National. 
Refugee Se1•vice and is devoted to retraining refugees. The American 
.Tew.I.sh Joint Dl.stribution 0>1111,ittee and the lbrld Jew.I.sh Cbngrels help 
to secure living space for the homeless Jews. The BIAS ICA-Immigration 
.Association (BICJ!.11) asS\Dles responsib1lit7 for trtLnsportation. Like 

' 
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bodiea are 1'tmction1nc in el +-oat ·rrery South Jaerlcen co,1ntry 
111 th branches scattered 111 IA aope. In &,gl and there is the 
Bzitish Council tor G8l'llan .Tews Pd,Jch has the cooperation ot 
the gov6r1011ent. 

lftorts at restratification designed to avoid 111id1w con
centration in cities aq alao be cited as pi:.rt ot their ac
tivities. Particularl7 effective in tb1 s spher13 are the "Bech& 
lutz• organizations, fonaed in nearl7 every .Dlropean co11ntry tol
l.owing the first lbrld War tor the e11,ress purpose ot p1eparlng 
Jnish 70uth tor produc~~ labor in Palestine. '!he Ort, origin, 
ting in lussia in the id: es, 111 th subsidiaries in meny countries, 
Ill.so cooperE.i.tes in vocationel retraining. 

Various eovenuents and inter-govertunental agencies have 
been helpful at different times. France, Great Brita.in, Belgi1m, 
Rollend and Switzerland have offered asyl'UIII, or secured moral 
end financial eupport. Special tr! bute sbould be paid to the 
tJnited States tor pe1101tting visit.ors end others whose •er
gency visa expired, to remain in the country. The British 
government had dieplqed concern for refugee children, e,Jw1 t
tlng tbousamds ot th• in 1938 on the condition tbet the;y 110uld 
leave the country upon reaching eaaturit;y. A aim:llar measure 
brought before the United States Congress failed to be passed. 

Less ieapressi ve were the efforts of inter-gove1"fllllenttt.1 
agencies. Beither the Bensen Office, created in 1921, nor the 
Hl.gh Cc,mm1 ssioner appointed in 1933 tor alleviating the plight 
ot the German refugees, nor the Comm. ttee elected b7 the Con
ference at Erl.an, France, convoked in July, 1938, at President 
Boo sevel t' s recoanendation, . could bx1.ng an7 pressure to bear 
upon the Gennen government to alter its barbarous course, or 
succeeded in finding hospitable co,1ntrles for the Jewish 
wanderers. 

The value of their combined efforts, however, cannot be 
over-estimated. 18. thout th• certEiin starvation 110uld have been 
the lot of hundreds of thousands ot victims. Whether or not 
their methods are .fundementall7 sufficient to solve the refugee 
probl• is another question. It the mass of Jews is to be 
saved tros enrxt hilation, other schemes will have to be devi tied. 

Therefore, how best can we integrate the refugees with the 
economic and cal tural life of the:t.r new countiy! Where shal J 
we find new homes tor those ,d,o are still adrift end settJ.e the 
e1tllions wJ,o will come to awe:Jl the tide of "wandenng Jews"? 

'!he first question is in a measure answered in Palestine. 
There retugees have turned to agriculture and others found em
pl01Mt1t iJ1 urban centers wJ11ch, like Tel-Aviv, are developing 
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at astonish:fng pace. This despite the tact that most or the II 
had no previous vocational training and no knowledge or the 
native lang11ege. The unassim:fl ables are negligible in n11mber. 

The National Refugee Se1•vice in the United States and com
parable institutions attempt occupational restratitication by 
creating agricultural colonies and by initiating the refugees 
in the skilled trades. .Appreciable succe&s has marked their 
efforts. In some cases, however, refugees persist in pursuing 
their £onaer professions or in doing odd Jobs, a tendency har«il.y 
condl,ci ve to frui ttul read.justment. 

Obviousl.7 there 1 u;iain t110 possibilities ot resettle111ent 
11nder favorable economic and ps7chological cond:f tions. These 
are: large-scale agricultural colonization Wld intiltration 
into highly industrialized regions where there is &1,ple room 
tor varied occupations. The United States should be regarded 
as best su1 ted tor t.be latter. It can absorb tar more new 
comers than its present i11111,J gration quota pe1u1:f ts. 

Virgin territories tit for colonization can be tound in 
several co11ntr1es, but their govern11ents are reluctant to en
courage i11u11igration or any kind. The Santo Ik>minican Republic 
has allowed 400 refugees, mo~t.17 Jewish, to settle on a taming 
0010117. Collective taming is tried in the Argentine, United 
States and Canada. Pleus tor s:fmilEa.r projects are still in 
the process or being w:>rlced out in F.cuador,. lledegascar, British 
Gui 8Da, .imstral.ia and Alaska. 

Materie.1.ization or such plans requires not only suitable 
soil end i•ense .financial. resources, but al.so egronomice.1. 
equipment and physical. fitness. The Jews, en overwhelmingly 
urban people, possess neither. hb:lle in Palestine t.be sense of 
t:I l ling the soil serves as a stimulus towards national recon
struction, a new incentive will have to be supplied elsewhere. 

• 

The question whether teni tori es other then Palestine 
should be reserved tor Jewish colonization needs further ex8!U1na 
id.on. Various opport11nf ties must be e:xplored in order to avoid 
fresh breakdowns end disappointments. That is the momentous 
task wld ch representative Jews end 110rld gover1011ents Bhould 
bear first in mind when the7 come to solve comprehensi vel.7 the 
Jewish refugee probl.• at the conclusion or the .rer. 
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JEWISH REC,JEF ACTIVITIES IN EUROPE 

()933-1961) 

Scope or tbe actJv1ttes 
To understand tbe significance of the Jewish relief activities 

of the past nine years, it is necessary to bear in mind that there 
are tbree distinct tasks which Jewish social work bad to perform: 

1. To rescue the destitute and prevent their de.moralization. 

2. To cotmteract the economic and social efforts of ·the ever
increasing anti-J'ewish feeling in the Nazified co1Z1tries. 

3. To aid the Je,:ish victims of the present war. 

~e shall confine ourselves to an examination of the Jewish 
social work in Nazi Ge1111any and the Nazi-occupied countries, prior 
to Septe.mber 1939, and the extension of these activities during the 
present war. 

Re] 1 ef Activities 1o Nazi Gernwox 

Since 1933; German Jewry which had f'o11oerl7 contributed greatly 
to social work for Eastern European Jews, itself became a subject of 
relief. The scope of these relief activities has growu from year to 
year and, since the outbr~ak of the war, from month to month. Whereas 
during the first years it was necessary to aid those who left Germany, 
it later became equally important to aid those who remained. to enable 
them to survive the rising tide of anti-Semitism. During the past 
few years, these activities have of necessity ass11med the character 
of mass charity, because the entire Jewish pop111ation of Gerroany has 
been ousted from every field of economic endeavor and reduced to 
abject poverty. 

The emigration of the Jewish refugees from Germany was, and 
still is being directed by the Ge1·ruan....J ewish Aid Society, Hi J i'sverej n 
der J1pen in Deutscblftp•J• with the assistance of the Jewish Immigra
tion Association •Bicem• and the American Joint Distribution Committee. 
The problem which these organizations bad to solve was not only to 
furnish financial aid to tens of thousands to enable them to cover 
their transportation expenses, but also to investigate immigration 
possibilities in a period of growing difficulties and new restrictions, 
and to train the prospective immigrants for their life in new 
comtries. Out of these efforts, developed the great apparatus of 
the ·world-wide Jewish refugee aid organizations which today are 
handling hundreds of thousands of cases not only- in Ger111an7, but 
eve1-ywhere in Europe. Apart from general relief work, Jewish im
migration from Ger:i!any to Palestine is being handled by the exist-
ing branches of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, partic11Jarly by 
the Palestine offices and by a special body for the settlement of 
German Je~s in Palestine. 

* !bi a is the na.me to which B1J f"sverein der Deutschen Jud.en was 
changed by order or the Kazi authorities. 
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Constructive relief activities in Ge1°e1eny- be1an soon after the. 
establishment of the Jewish aid appu-e.tus with the attempt to assist 
the Ge1•11,an Jews to earn their breed despite the loss of equali t;r of 
rights and increasing persecution. X,oen societies were established 
for artisans end i"Oliuer mercbants. In 19.37, 65 Loan societies of" 
this t7pe were in operation, and .3,500 loans toteJJing over 1,000,.000 
marks {$400,000) were panted by tbem. Schools were c1eated i"or the 
Jewish children expelled i"roa. the Ge11een public schools. In 19.37, 
there were 167 of" these schools, attended b;r approx1.Jlately 24,000 of" 
the .39,000 Jewish children of" school ace in Ge~. 

Hew homes were fomd for tens of" tho11sands who streamed from 
smeller cities to Berlin in the search for greater security. llen and 
women ousted i"roo, liberal professions and positions in co1F11oerce and 
industry were trained i"or new occupations. An average of 5,000 per
sons were trained ann11eJ J7 in various centers of" Ge1-F11any. A new 
Jewish cultural life came into being because there was no place i"or 
the Jews in the general cultmaJ activities of the Third Reich. The 
decline in the living stand•, ds of the entire Jewish pop11Jation was 
alleviated as far as possible to prevent a gene1aJ colla~se of morale. 
This work continued as long as it was legally possible to conduct 
constructive work in Ger1nen7. 

A central body was established in Berlin ,mder the name of" 
•Zegtj:a]&JJ§Sch11§S· f11er HiJfe 1md .A11fba1311 as an administrative agency 
of the general organization of" the Ge1-F11an Jews (Reichsvertret,mg der 
J1¢en 1P DeutschJand)whicb, with the support of" the Jewish organ
izations abroad, supervised these activities. The work was carried 
out by special c01DJDittees dealing with problems of emigration, 
economij;: relief, social service and fund raising. The expenses were 
covered partly by the vol,mta,7 contributions of the Ger55,an Jews 
themselves, end partly by foreign associations, notably the Joint 
Distribution Co1n551ittee and the Hicem, wb:1Je the British Council for 
German JeWI7 (established in August 19.36) concentrated its efforts 
on assisting the resettlement of Ge1551en Jews in other countries. 

In the last tbree years, however, partic11Jarly since the pogroms 
of November 19.38, all Jewish institutions active in Gerrnany have been 
suppressed with the exception of imo1igrant aid offices and institutions 
of charity, and. it is impossible to carry an constructive aid activities 
at ihe present time. The Jews still in Ge111,any must live on charity 
secured mainly from American funds. 

In Austria and in the Czech Protectorate, the process of pauperiza
tion was much swifter tban in Gerrnany. The fate of the Austrian Jews was 
sealed witbin a few days after Nazi occupation on March 12,19.38. AJrnost 
i55unediatel7 thereafter, the greater majority of the 200,000 Austrian 
Jews required support or assistance in leaving the co,mtr;y. A thousand 
dollars a day went to maintain a chain of soup-kitchens in Vienna under 
the supervision of the Jev:ish community (Juedische l11Jtusgemejpde}. 
Thousands of Austrian Jews were driven by tbe Gern1ans across neighbor
ing frontiers, where the local Jewish pop11Jation bad to look after them. 

The situation in Czechoslovakia was also very difficult although the 
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shock was not as sudden and terrible as in Austria. l•+ediateq after 
the Munich Pact, 15,000 Jews or the Sudetenland increased the swelling 
ranks or refugees. The _?ecessity or organizing relier for the Czech 
Jews became acute almost :irnmediateq after tbe occupation or Prague b;y 
the Ge11oene on March 15, 1939. 

Ibo •,r PariPSl 
The disasters of 19.3.3-19.39, despite their magnitude end mess 

character have been multiplied me•;y times since the outb1eak or the 
present war. The fate or Polish Jewry, end later or the Jewish com-
11,mtties in nearq eveey country or Europe, created tasks of at, un
precedented and 1m:imegined scale. The first job was to aid the 
Jewish wer victims whose n1pnber, from the first weeks of the Polish 
invasion ran into hundreds of thousands. Later the Jewish refugees 
comprised not only exiles from Ge111mny end Poland, but fugitives 
from the Low Countries, France and the BeJkans, end reacbed mass 
proportions perhaps unequalled in histor,y. 

Mo1eover, with the spread and growing severity of anti-Jewish 
legislation, and the expulsion of the Jews froa their economic 
positions; b1mdreds of thousands required 8ll urgent minimum or aid 
to prevent tbeir physical and moral collapse. 

These t1emendous relief requirements could only be met in part 
by the organizations which bad handled the Jewish relief work in 
former years. Such relief organizations as the Jewish Colonization 
Association, the American Joint Reconstruction Fo,rodation and the 
Agro-Joint were paral;yzed by the war. Part of the necessary funds 
were collected in the occupied co1rotries by the vol1rotary taxation 
or the local Jewish communities, insofar as they wore not yet com
pletely plundered b;y the Nazis. Some relief work was carried on by 
Red Cross organizations, particularly the American and the Inter
national Red Cross. A new inter-territorial Jewish relief organiza
tion was the Relief Division of the World Jewish Cong1ess, established 
at the beginning or the war which, with the help of funds raised in 
South America, succeeded in helping the war-stricken Jewish ~opula
tion of Poland, France and several cotmtries which gave tl1e Jews 
refuge. The Joint Distribution Committee continued the work it bad 
been conducting for many- years. 

The reorganized apparatus of Jewish social work was confronted 
with the :I 111iuense tasks in extending aid to ~he J ewi.sh pop11J a tion or 
war-stricken Poland, Western.Em-ope, the Balkans and,finally,Russia. 
Approximately- 2,000,000 'Polish Jews who were engulfed b;y the Ge11nan 
divisions that overran Poland in September 19.39, fo1rod themselves 
confronting the d11al spectre of famine and pestilence, beside which 
their earlier privations pa.led. 

Confinement in the Ghettos, notably the Ghetto of Warsaw where 
nearlj- a half million Jews were crowded into one sector of the city, 
made the situation aJmos~ hopeless. About one-third of Jews in Nazi
occupied Poland (600,000:persons) were homeless end without bread in 
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the race of winter. A tremendous relief network ex.Lending over 400 
towns and villages of the Polish General Govel'llJllent, was organized 
within a short period of time, supported in part by the Polish Jews 
themselves and partially by such foreign organizations as the Joint 
Distribution Committee, the American Red Cxvss, the American Com
mission for Polish Relief, the World Jewish Congress and several 
others. The most important Polish-Jewish relief organization, 
Jewish Socia] SeJf-HeJp, was organized in May 1940, with a central 
Committee in Cracow and 300 local committees in various parts of the 
country. The Jewish Social Self-Help, which received some subsidies 
fr'1lll the central aod local authorities, in the main fro~ the taxes 
paid by the Jews, raised a large share of its funds by vol1mtary 
contributions. In Warsaw alone more than 20,000 Jews contribute an 
average of one dollar per month. In the first six months of the 
current year, the expenses of the organization amounted to more than 
6,000,000 zloty ($1,000,000, according to the official rate of 
exchange). 

A cbain of kitchens (more than 80 in Warsaw alone) is being main
ta.ined; food, clothing and linen are distributed, homes have been 
found for children. Moreover, a large part of the donations from 
abroad, especially from the .United States, are distributed through 
this organization. Apart from tllis, a number of well known institu
tions are contin11i ng their relief' work. Foremost among them are the 
Society for Protection of Jewish Health (Toz} the Society for Profe•
sional Training (ORT}, the Society for Protection of Children (Cep;tos) 
and the Jewish Fnigration Aid Society {Jeas). In the majority of 
cases, they are supported. by the res~ective world organizations of 
Ose, Ort, end H cm. During 1940, the Joint Distribution Committee 
invested over sao,ooo, end in the first six months of the current 
year over $400,000 for its relief activities in Poland. The relief 
activities of other organizations have also been important, but none 
have been able to cope effectively with the present scale of moss 
miser;y. 

The defeat of France in Jme 1940 n,ade the situation of the Jews 
in Fr9nce, espe.cially the recent Eastern European JeT.ish immigrants end 
Gea:·o,en Jewish refugees in that country, totaJJing more than 100,000 men, 
women and children, almost as serious as that in Germany and Poland. 
The heavy burden of helping refugees in France which, during the first 
four months of 1940, required a monthly ba:iget of more than $40,000, had 
to· be doubled after the Battle of France •. The existing relief organiza
tions of French Jewr-y (the chief being the Cgmite d'Assistance a1pr 
RefJ3gies, the Federation des Societes J11jves and the Ose) were 1.mable 
with their resources alone to look after the mess of destitute people 
and the tens of thousands of refugees, a large part of whom were confined 
under miserable conditions in internment cam;1s in unoccupied France. 

The mess deportation of Jews from Alsace and later from Baden and 
the Palatinate into unoccupied France, made the situation even more 
despe1ate. Here, too, several international organizations had to sup?lY 
aid, the foremost among them being the Joint Distribution Committee, 
the Am&rican Friends Service Comm! ttee (The Q1wkers) and the Relief 
Department of tl1e World J e~·ish Congress (Relico) • In the field of 
emigration, a great ceal is being done by the Hicem. The m5intenance 
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or the soup kitchens, distribution or food and clotb1na, ca,h relief 
end medical aid are the main forms of imediate assistence. Fur
thermore, special relief had to be organized b7 the Ose tor refu
gee children, several thousands of wbqm are ted, or at leas~ provided 
with milk and looked after b7 a visiting nurse service. Despite ell 
these efforts, the situation in France remains extreaeq difficult. 

Relief work along the same linet' also bad to be organized in such 
occupied nations as Belgium, Holland, H1mgaey, RtJMDi• and Yugoslavia, 
or in countries where refugees streamed, such as L.ith1,ania, Portugal, 
Switzerland and, to a lesser extent, Sweden and Finland • 

• 
The Je1"S of Greater Germany, the Czech Protectorate, Itel7 end 

Slovakia continue their miserable existence, largely dependent upon 
charity. Their situation has become more desperate because of the 
increased burdens of war and the refusal of the authorities to allow 
tbem sufficient rations of food and clothing. Out of 2.30,000 Jews who 
have remained in Ge1-111any and Austria, over 100,000 are today being 
regularly supported by cbsrity. In the Protectorate the situation is 
somewhat better, but even there every tbi ,d Jew req1,i1-es support. The 
same holds true for Slovakia, ·r.here the policy or Jewish exter111inetion 
is being carried out ri th greater violence than in Ger111eny i tselt. 

In Italy the refugees whose number has dwindled rapidl7 in the 
last few 7ears, are subject to intolerable oppression and 3,500 or the 
5,000 refugees still in that country (the greatest part of whom bave 
been interned b7 the Fascist authorities) have to be supported. A 
local Refugee Aid Committee, subsidized b7 1nternationel Jewish orga
nizations, partic11larl;y the Joint Distribution C0te111ittee, tries to 
provide these victims with enough to survive. 

The constructive aid activities which pla7ed an iaportent role 
in the Jewish social work or previous 7ears, have disappeared entirely 
in the race or the tremendous task of saving the Jewish pop11Jetion 
frvu, famine end disease. The dispatch or food, medical supplies and 
milk for children, within the limits or the British blockade, bas 
constituted the main task. An e1ttremel7 difficult problem has been 
relief for those in interc,ment camps, whose number after the fall or 
France grew to tens of thousands of men, wom911 and children tbreatened 
with mass starvation. Countless tragedies, ~used b7 the separation 
or families or the death of a pacent have had to be handled as best 
as possible mder trying conditions. 

A tremendous new problem arose with the outbreak of the war between 
Ge1•01any and Russia on June 22, 1941. During the preceding twenty months, 
hundreds ot thousands or refugees had f'led i"i'OID llazi-occupied Pol end to 
Soviet-occupied territory. Many were removed far to the interior end 
to Siberia, lbere existence was very dii'ficult for them. With the out
break or the Russo-Gero1An war, the number of refugees increased tremen
dously, because a large part or the border population was 1 emoved into 
the interior by the Soviet authorities. It became necessary, however, 
to organize relief for the Jewish population of the Ge1-111an-seized 
provinces or Russia (as well as former Russian Poland), whose situation 
today is the same as that or the Jews in Kazi Poland. While the existing 
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relief organizations in Bazi Poland are seek1ng to ex~end the scope 
ot their activities to assist the Jewish population in the recently 
occupied territories, the pi-oblem or the refugees in Soviet Russia, 
who number htmdreda of tbo,ieends, has 7et to be seriously approached. 
Sowa relief activities for the Polish refugees have been undertaken 
b7 the Polish Gover11•ent, wh1 le the Russian refugees are apparently 
being looked after by the Soviet authorities and the local relief 
organizations. Bo foreign relief organizations have to date been 
admitted to Russia, nor has the Soviet Goverr,ment modified its policy 
of forbidd1ng the acceptance of used cloth1ng and placing heavy 
duties Cll1 new articles end food parcels. 

It is not ea97 to eet1mete the n1mber of Jews who must be 
provided for by relief efforts. Ho precise figures are available 
even for the most important countries and the sitlJAtion is in a state 
of constent change, literally f1·0P1 day to dq. Tek1ng into accomt, 
however, that over 600,000 .Jews in Poland at the present moment depend 
upon relief; that the majority or Jews in Ge1111eny and Austria have 
been deprived of all means of ee1'Ding their bread, and that with the 
increasing process or •a:eyan1zation• almost everywhere in Europe, the 
number of Jews expelled from economic life is growing da~, it would 
certa1nly be no exaggeration to state that today at least 1,500,000 
Jews in Europe (apart from the Polish refugees and the no1111al Jewish 
population of the war-stricken areas or Russia) need support in order 
to sw·vive. 

Hor is it ea97 to est1mate how great are the funds invested in the 
Jewish relief effort in EUil"ope, because no one knows the amotmts that 
are being raised by the traditional philanthropic institutions, and 
even the modem relief organizations do not always p1Jblish their 
t'ineucial reports. The Jewish Colonization Association, for example, 
which certe1nly did a tremendous amo,mt or relief work, and published 
dete11ed annual reports, never enlightened the Jewish public regarding 
its income or its expenditures. Our estimate is, therefore, based on 
the few figures that are available. It must be taken into account .that 
the American Joint Distribution Committee spent for its 1elief activ
ities during the years 1933-1940 the sum of $28,000,000; that the 
expenditures of Bias during the years 1933-1939 amotmted to $2,100,000; 
of ORT during the years 1933-1938, to $2,soo,000, of OZE for the same 
period, $2,000,000, and of the World Jewish Congress to $300,000, during 
the first two years of its relief activities; if we calculate that the 
other relief organizations (Jewish Colonization Association, American 
Joint Reconstruction Foundation1 Agro-Toint) and the local relief com
mittees (traditional end modern} spent together a S\DD eq,mJ to that 
(which is a fair estimate), it would appear that from $60,000,000 -
$70,000,000 have been invested in Jewish relief activities in Europe 
since 1933. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

llow does the general picture of J e,·:ish life in Axis Europe look? 
The most important elements are the following: 

l. Decrease in the n11mber of Jews in Europe • 

At the beginning of 1933, the area now under J.xis domination had 
a population of about 8,500,000 Jews. Since that time, about 600,000 
Jews have migratec. Another 400,000 are now homeless refugees, intern
ed in concentration camps, building railvrays in deserts, waiting vain
ly in harbors f'or a ship, rotting on floating prisons, in the heat of 
the Sahara and in the cold of Siberia. lluman flotsam... In addition, 
hundreds of thousands of Jews of the Soviet Union have been forced to 
leave their homes as evacuees and as refugees. 

The Jerlsh birth rate has been decreasing steadily during tl1is 
period, while the death rate has been increasing at en accelerated 
speed of between five and ten times the nox·oial pace. The population 
has been further decimetee by the death of thousands in concentration 
camps, at tho hands of the Gestapo end in the flames of total l'/8.r, 
while many thousands mox-e took their own lives in hopeless despair. 

2. PhysicaJ Dete.r;ioration 

Health conditions are frightful. Those who work are virtual 
slaves; others are forced to remain idle with no means of susten
ance- - - and all are undernourished. The Jew is entitled to one
fourth the bread rations of the "master-race" and almost no otl1er 
food. Housing conditions are appalling. If there have been no great 
epidemics, it is only because the germs of death do not recognize 
the race theory and the Nazis have been forced to take precautionary 
me6sures for their or.n safety. From the Gex'l:1an-controlled press of 
the Continent, it is only possible to guess the fearful toll of the 
sick, the maimed, the lmderfed and the starving. 

3. Uprooting of the J er.ish Pop111 aticn 

Great masses of Jews ~ho could not leave Europe, have been driv
en from their homes, their towr1s and their villages under the Nazi 
plan to build a Greater Germany that would be "judenrein". As a 
result of this ruthless policy, many historic Je,1ish communities 
have been destroyed, while others teem with impoverisl1ed deportees 
from forbidden towns. At least one-third of tl1e Jev.s still in Nazi
dominated Europe have already been torn from their homes Ellld those 
v1ho remain have no security. The link between the Je,7~ and the non
J ews has been broken by the German sv1ord and ghetto ,:alls have risen 
in scores of cities. 

4. Economic R11in 

The J e\•:s ha.ve been ousted from their former occupa.tions, robbed 
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or their belongings, and reduced to the state of peons or beggars. 
Excluded from economic life, many of them find forced id.leness a 
greater tribulation than forced labor for the Nazi overlords. 

5. Suppression of the Spirit 

The Jews have been eliminated and extirpated from the cultur-
al life of the countries in which they live. At the same time, they 
are denied the spiritual refuge of their or,n relieion and culture. 
Their schools, their literary and scientific institutions, have been 
closed down; their synagogues burned or destroyed; ti1e ritual food 
la..-:s of their religion suppressed. The great cente1·s of Je-::.sh learn
ing, religious and secular, are no more. Je~ish stuCents no longer 
attend the high schools and universities, and to the majority even 
elementary education is now denied. Je\;s may not enter concert halls, 
theatres or cinemas. 

6. PpychologicaJ Depression 

As outlaws and outcasts, the J ev;s live under extreme psychologi
cal tension which must produce a state of constant moral depression. 
Perpet1wJ h11miliation and the stigma of the yello\'i" badges cannot but 
jeopardize their mental health. 

Greater Gerinany is & virt11aJ graveyard for the Jews. Of the 
765,000 Jews originally in this area, only 225,000 still remain, 
existing in perm.,nent fear of seizure or deportation, Y:itl1 the visi
ble future holding no promise. In the Protectorate of Bohemia and 
Moravia, the Jews although destitute, have the open sympatlzy' of the 
Czech population. In other countries under Nazi docination, parti
cule:r'ly Holland and Belgium, the friendship of tl1e general pop11Jace, 
extended despite Germs.n threats, is some consolation. Divided France, 
still smarting from her v,ounds and loss of former glory, has not yet 
expre~sed her true feelings regarding the anti-Jewish measures of the 
Peta in 1·egime. In Italy, linzi-imported anti-Semitism is mitigated by 
the complete indifference of the people. The Bnlknns are in a state 
of coniplete political, military and social chaos in which the Jews 
suffer together r.ith the Serbs, tl1e Greeks and tl1e otl1er oypre::sed 
peoples. Tl1e vast battlefield of Russia has seen German and Rumanian 
atrocities and pogroms on a scale unparalleled for centtU'ies. 

In the light of the entire picture, are there any reasons for 
hope? Four factors point tl1e road towarll a bett,er future: 

The first is tl1e faith, shared by the Jews with tl1e entire 
democratic v,01·lc, tllE,.t Hitler must ultimatelj· go down in complete 
defeat. 

Secondly, the anti-Jewisi1 legislation and practice in all the 
co\D'ltries no,·: under Nazi domination, v.ith the exception of Rumuiia, 
are not a res111 t of the s2ontaneous v;il l of. those nations. but of a 
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policy imposed by the Third Reich. In the long run, the attitude of 
the peoples of Nazified Europe must speak lomer than the anti-Semit
ic decrees of ~uislings and Nazi satellites. 

Thirdly, the Jews are not the npJy victjros of the Nazi terror, 
although they were the first. All the peoples whom Hitler has op
pressed and degraded are the natural allies of the Jews. Today this 
means- - - the people of Europe. The future of Jews is not an 
isolated problem. It is inseparable from the whole future of Europe 
itself and of all civilized mankind. 

And, finally, although the Jews are now living in an era that 
holds a graver threat to their destiny than any since the aftermath 
of the Thirty Years War and the Ukrainian insurrection of the seven
teenth century, they are better armed for this great trial by fire. 
Three hundred years ago the Jews were the helpless victims of a 
policy of destruction. Today they fight back as restless captives 
in Nazi-imprisoned Europe and as soldiers in all the Allied Armies. 
And wherever the Jews are still free, they extend their hand of help 
to their brethren and look forward to their future role in the 
reconstruction of Jewish life in Europe as a part of the great task 
of restoring civilized existence for all men. 
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PREFACE 
• 

The full story of what has happened to European Jewry 
under Hitler and the rule of the Axis cannot be told at this 
time. Some of its most terrible pages are still being written, from 
day to day, wherever the power of the Axis has not been 
broken. An interim balance is possible, however, of the effects 
of Hitler's war against the Jewish people since January 30, 1933, 
and, more especially, since September 1, 1939, when his armies 
invaded Poland. To pr~sent that balance sheet is our aim. 

· This volume is the· result of the cooperative research en
deavors of the members of the Institute of Jewish Affairs and 
several outside contributors. It is based on an exhaustive exami
nation of Axis and other source materials collected by the Amer
ican Jewish Congress, the World Jewish Congress, and the Insti
tute of Jewish Affairs. Of these sources, the most important are 
the following: 

1. The official law gazettes of all Axis and Axis-dominated 
countries, including the decrees of the occupation forces and of 
the puppet regimes. 

2. The official newspapers ~f the Axis-supervised Jewish 
communities, sudi as the Berlin ]uedisches Nachrichtenblatt, the 
papers of the same name published in Vienna and Prague, the 
Vestnik Ustredne 2.idov of Bratislava, and the Gazeta 2.ydowska 
of Cracow. 

3. The first-hand reports of diplomats and foreign corre
spondents stationed inside Axis Europe, and of the informed 
neutral press, particularly of Switzerland and Sweden. 

4. The published as well as unpublished materials of the 
governments-in-exile, including the reports submitted to them· 

• 

by their representatives within the occupied countries, and by 
groups having such inside representatives. , 

5. The underground press, including the documents and 
letters smuggled out of occupied Europe, as well as eye-witness 
1·eports when corroborated by other evidence. 



• 

Geographically, the book covers all the areas of Europe under 
the direct or indirect control of the Axis. Historically, it en
compasses the period of Hitlerism and war, projected against 
the general background of the pre-Hitler role of the Jewish 
people in the destiny of the countries now under Axis rule. 

Shlomo Bickel is the author of the i:eport on Rumania; Julius 
S. Fischer on Hungary; Gerhard Jacoby is 1esponsible for the 
report on Germany, while Oscar K.arbach contributed the chap
ters on Austria, Danzig, the Saar Region, Ge1 man Upper Silesia 
and Greece. Max M. Laserson is the author of the reports on 
Latvia, Estonia, Finland, Denmark and Norway. Hugo Perutz 
wrote the section on Czechoslovakia, Joseph Schechtmann pre
pared the reports on the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, 
and Maria Schwarz wrote the chapters on Holland, Italy and 
Poland. The report on France is the joint work of Henri Sinder 
and Kalman Stein. Leon Kubowitzki, Jacob Lestchinsky, Arieh 
Tartakower and Zorah Warhaftig contributed their. aid and ad
vice on various aspects of the work. Jacob Lestchinsky was most 
helpful in the statistical and economic sections of the reports, 
and has given much of his knowledge and long exp!rience to 
summarize the results in the concluding chapter. 

Boris Shub, the Editor of the Institute of Jewish Affairs, is 
the editor of this volume. · , 

JACOB ROBINSON, Director 
August 20, 1943 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

' 



• 

• 

• 

GERMANY 

1. Background 

The nineteenth century saw the unification of Geimany and 
the gradual emancipation of the Jews. The creative and stimu
la.ting force within them gaining impetus with growing freedom, 
wove itself intimately into the pattern of German life. Although 
only a minute portion of the population (about one percent), the 
Jews were inseparably bound with the growth of Germany and 
with the fusion of the petty Geiman states into an economic, 
political and cultural whole. But despite emancipation, many 
avenues remained closed to them. In their anxiety to belong, a 
considerable number paid for the temporary opening of new vistas 
with conversion. Because the doctrine of racism did not yet exist, 
those Jews who adopted the Protestant or Catholic faith were able 
to overcome the last barrier which divided them from full partici
pation in Geiman politi~al, economic, and social life. Jews who 
remained true to . their faith continued to suffer from a host of 

• 

unwritten restrictions, which remained unchanged until the Wei
mar Republic. Despite all odds, however, the Jewish spirit made 
a profound mark on the consciousness of Gerinany. In politics, 
the natural sciences, the arts, and the national economy, Jewish 
names stand in the foreground of modem Germany. It is not nec
essary to recapitulate the whole story of Jewish contribution to the 
life of Getinany. It is enough to recall a part of it. 

Presiding over the Frankfort National Assembly of 1848-1849 
which offered the imperial crown to King Friedrich Wilhelm IV 
of_Prussia, thereby making the first great move toward the unifica
tion of modem Gerinany, was Eduard von Simson, a converted 
Jew, who later became the chaiiman of the Reichstag of 1871 and 
the Chief, Justice of the first Gei·man Supreme Court (Reichs
gericht). The ideology of the Conservative Party was foimulated 
by Friedrich Julius Stahl (Schlesinger). The founders of the Lib-

2 
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eral Party, Ludwig Bamberger and Eduard I.asker, were the first 
leaders to introduce modern political ideas into Germany. Karl 
Marx and Ferdinand Lassalle, together with the non-Jewish Fried
rich Engels, created modern Socialism and the German Social 
Democratic Party. The na111es of Eduard Bernstein and Rudolf 
Hilferding are inseparable with the development of international 
socialism. Hilferding as Minister of Finance liquidated the disas
trous inflation of 1923, thereby creating the foundations for Ger
many's reconstruction and subsequent period of prosperity. The 
Rapallo Treaty with Russia, which ended German}''s post-war 
isolation, was concluded by Walther Rathenau who later died 
by the bullets of pre-Nazi anti-Semitic assassins. 

Of the forty-four Gerrnan holders of the Nobel Prize in the 
sciences, eight including Albert Einstein and James Frank were 
Jewish, and four half-Jewish. Of the nine Germans to hold the 
Nobel Prize in chemistry, three were Jewish: Otto Wallach, 
Richard Willstaetter and Fritz Haber. The last discovered the 
method for the production of ammonia from atmospheric nitrogen, 
and headed the Gerr11an chemical industry during the first World 
War.. , 

• • 

In medicine, Jacob Henle, Benedict Stilling, Albert Fraenkel, 
Paul Ehrlich, August Wasserrnann, Albert Neisser, Otto Meyerhof 
(Nobel Prize) and Otto Warburg (Nobel Prize). The physical 
sciences as well as technology are not exempt from Jewish names. 
They list Heinrich Hertz and Mauritz Jacoby (wireless telegraphy 
and galvano-plastics); Karl Arnstein (Zeppelin construction); 
David Schwarz (aeronautics; in 1898 his widow sold his patents 
to the Zeppelin plants); Emil Berliner (microphone and gramo-

-phone); Heinrich Caro (discoverer of methalene blue); Eugen 
Goldstein (cathodic rays and alcaloids); Nikodem Caro (fixation 
of nitrogen); and the mathematician George Cantor. 

To philosophy, the Gern1an Jews have given Moses Mendels
sohn, Moses Hess, Hermann Cohen, Edmund Husserl, Georg Sim
mel and Ernst Cassirer, to mention the most prominent. Gustav 
Cohn, Franz Oppenheimer, Ignaz Jastrow and Emil Lederer are 
some of the 1eading iigutes in the social sciences. In law, Wilhelm 
Wilda (old German law and history); Paul Laband, Georg Jellinek 
and Hans Kelsen (constitutional law); Hugu Preuss (the author 

• 
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of the· Weimar Constitution); Heinrich Dernburg and Martin 
Wolff (civil law); Levin Goldschmidt, Hermann Staub and Otto 
Gradenwitz ( commercial law). 

In the ans, Max Liebe1mann, for years president of the Prussian 
Academy of Art, not to mention Otto Brahm and Max Reinhardt, 
illustrious theatrical producers and directors. At least eight of the 
ten leading actors of Germany and Austria in the years that pre
ceded the Nazi regime were Jewish. The world of music treasures 
the names of Giacomo Meyerbeer, Felix Mendelsohn-Bartholdy, 
Leo Blech, Gustav Mahler and Kurt Weil. Among modem con
ductors, there are Bruno Walter, Otto Klemperer, Siegfried Ochs, 
and Hermann Levi who, as the foremost director of his time, 
helped Richard Wagner in the perfo1mances of the Ring cycle, 
Tristan und Isolde and Parsi/ al. 

Literature in the German language with such names as Hein
rich Heine, Ludwig Boerne, Paul Heyse (who was half Jewish), 
Jacob Wassermann, Franz Werfel, Stefan Zweig, Arnold Zweig, 
Ludwig Fulda, Georg Hern1ann, Alfred Doeblin, Lion Feucht
wanger, Alfred Mombert, and Friedrich Gundolf, is part of the 

· cultural heritage of the world. 
Maximilian Harden, Paul Rodenberg, Theodor Wolff, Georg 

Bernhard, and Alfred Kerr won fame as journalists. Some of the 
most highly reputed German papers, the. Frankfurter Zeiturig, 
Berliner Tageblatt and the Vossische Zeitung were published and 
edited by Jews. These three publications were of tremendous im
portance, over the course of more than half a century, in shaping 
liberal and progressive ideas throughout Central Europe. Among 
the leading book publishers were the world renowned firms of S. 
Fischer and Propylaen (Ullstein) as well as Ruetten and Loening, 
Georg Bondi, Paul Cassirer, Erich Reiss; Albert Goldschmidt 
(Grieben-Verlag), for scientific books; S. Karger (medicine); and 
Guttentag, Carl Heymann, I. Bemsheimer and Otto Liebmann 
(law) . 
. Jews played an i1nportant part in Geiman banking and the 

stock exchange for over a century. As early as 1775, at a time when 
they were still excluded from residence 'in Berlin, seven of the 
twelve stock brokers in the country were Jews; by 1807, thirty of 
the fifty-two banks were Jewish-owned. Jews introduced to Ger-
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many the banking principles of the French Credit Mobilier. By 
thus building upon the savings of the broad masses rather than of 
a few rich depositor_s, the nation's swift industrial climb was made 
possible. The last · decade preceding the rise of Hitler found the 
three principal banks (Deutsche, Darmstaedter, Dresdner) which 
together handled more than half of the country's credit turnover, 
headed by Jews. Germany's fifth largest bank, Berliner Handels
gesellsc_haft, was directed by Carl Fuerstenberg. After the last war, 
it was largely through the efforts of the banking houses of War
burg, Mendelssohn, Warschauer, Bleichroeder, and Speyer-Elissen 
that impoverished post-war Germany was able to rehabilitate her
self on the strength of American loans. 

The considerable role played by Jews in German commerce, 
especially in foreign t1·ade, is well known. Less familiar is their 
share in the development of the major industries of the Reich. 
The industrial plants founded and owned by Jews (Friedenshuette 
in Beuthen, Huldschinsky-Werke, Hahn'sche Werke, Oberschles
ische Kokswerke) were far from negligible. The Allgemeine Elek
trizitaets-Gesellschaft, one of the largest power enterprises in the 
country, was founded by Emil Rathenau when he acquired the 
German rights to the patents of Thomas Edison. Ohrenstein and 
Koppel established the great locomotive and railway car foundry, 
while Julius Berger Tiefbau built a part of the Geiman railway 
net. Hirsch inaugurated the largest copper smelting plant and 
Ludwig Loewe founded one of Berlin's largest plants, which manu
factured tools, engines and munitions. Emil Rathenau, Fuld in 
Frankfort on Main, and Berliner in Hanover are to be thanked 
for the introduction of the telephone in Germany. The chemical 
and nitrogen industries and mining were developed by Milch, 
Caro and Maximilian Kempner. The Hamburg-American Stea,n
ship Line was founded by Albert Ballin, a friend of Kaiser Wil
helm II. Ballin committed suicide in the hour of German defeat 
on November 9, 1918. The ammunition plant of Simson in Suhl 
(Thuringen) had a Reich monopoly for the manufacture of small 
ar1ns. Philip Rosenthal was a prominent figure in the china indus
try; in tobacco there were Garbati and Manoli. The growth of the 
film industry is synonymous with many Jewish names. The radio 
industry owed much to Heiman Aron (Nora) and Sigismund 
Loewe. 
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II. Statiatica and De 
When Hitler ca,ne to power, Jews held a strong and accepted 

position in the economic life of the country. Because they could 
, 

find little place in the civil service (which included the railroads 
and other public utilities), the a1my, and agriculture, nearly half 
of the gainfully occupied Jews turned to commerce. However they 
constituted only 3·3% of the total number of persons gainfully 
occupied in commercial pursuits. While nearly 10% of gainfully 
occupied Jews were in the professions and the civil service, 
they constituted only 1.2% of the total thus engaged and only 
0.4% of the total in industry and handicrafts. Jews did, however, 
have relatively greater representation in the employer class than 
in the white collar and working class. They were also concentrated 
in certain branches of endeavor. For exa,ople, of the total number 
of private bankers, Jews constituted 52.3% in 1928 and 48.1 % in 
1930. In Frankfort on Main, in 1930, forty-seven of the fifty-eight 
private bankers were Jewish. 

In 1930, of 9,084 large textile concerns, 3,938 (or almost 40%) 
were Jewish, and in some cities the percentage was even greater. 
In Berlin, Jews owned over 61 % of the large-scale textile concerns; 
in Breslau almost three quarters of the fir,ns; in Frankfort on Main 
a shade below 70%; in Mannheim, 60%; and in Offenbach just 
about go%. , · 

In the light of their achievements it is astonishing to discover 
how few in number were the Jews in the liberal professions, the 
universities and the courts. The table below indicates that in 
1933 the Jews held slightly more than 2% of the professional posi
tions in Ge11nany. Only in law (16.3%) and medicine (10.9%) 
did they constitute a considerable numerical element. In literature 
and journalism they constituted a fraction over 5%; in the theatre 
3%; as professors in universities about 2.5%, and in pha1,nacy and 
dentistry, 3.6% and 8.6% respectively . 

• 



TABLE I 

THE PLACE OF JEWS IN "J"HE LIBERAL PROFESSIONS 

OF GERMANY { 19ss) 

T,otal No. 
of Persons No. of Pctge. of 
Engaged Jews Jews Professions 

1) Lawyers and notaries ...............• 
2) Patent attorneys ..•...•............. 
5) Legal consultants ....•.............. 
4) Judges and prosecutors .............. . 
5) Legal apprentices .........•......... 

Ph ysiciam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dentists (DDS) .................... . 

18,641 

595 
3,058 

10,359 
14,683 
51.<>07 
12,120 

6) 
7) 
8) Pharmacists ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 18,120 

9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 
13) 

Theatrical directors ..............•.. 
Writers and journalists .............. . 
Actors ............................. . 
University profes5<>rs ................ . 
Directors and teachers in high schools 

and junior colleges ............... . 

1.0,0 
17,277 
23.694 
7,272 

14) Private teachers .................... . 
37,505 
10,730 
14,750 
31,013 
30,g81 

98.s61 

15) 
16) 
17) 
18) 
19) 
20) 
21) 
22) 

Painters, sculptors, etc .. ............. . 
Che1nists .......................... . 
Dentists and mechanical dentists ..... . 
M 

.. 
llSICl3DS ...•..••...•.••.... , ....•• 

V 
• . etennar1es ....................... . 6,!07 

Clergy -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · 40, 165 
Engineers and technologists .......... . 
Ele1nentary and trade school teachers .. 

202.574 
251,102 

Tar AL . • • • . • • • . • • • . • • . • • • • • 903 ,984 
• 

3,030 
79 

165 
286 

867 
5,557 
1,041 

657 
6o 

872 
703 
192 

317 
461 
36o 
715 
65s 

1,915 

98 
4!4 

• 

16.3 
13.3 
5.4 
2.8 
1.5 

10.9 
8.6 
3.6 
5.6 
5.1 
3.0 
2.6 

o.9 
4-8 
2.4 
2.3 
2.1 
2.0 
1.6 
1.1 

0.7 
0.5 

These figures encompass the entire country; they naturally vary 
according to locality. For example, in Berlin in 1925, half of the 

• 

lawyers and one-fourth of the physicians were Jewish. (This figure 
excludes converted Jews who, particularly among professors and 
instructors, constituted· a greater number than those of Jewish 
faith.) In certain large universities, especially in the faculties of 
law and medicine, there was a considerable concentration of Jews. 

In 1933, of the so1,428 gainfully occupied Jews in Germany, 
85,371 were white collar employees and 23,824 laborers, making 
a total of 109,195 (36.2%) who belonged to the wage class. 
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About one-third of the Jews of Berlin in 1925 and subsequent 
years had incomes of less than 1200 marks a year and were therefore 
exempt from taxation by the Jewish community as well as from 
general taxes. Moreover, of those in the Berlin Jewish community 
who paid taxes, 31 % had only an income ranging from 1200 to 
2400 marks a year. In 1932, 40,000 Jews of Berlin required relief. 

The Jewish communities played an important role in cultural 
and social life. In the first quarter of the twentieth century, many 
new synagogues were built in the bigger cities of the Reich. Jewish 
schools and libraries were sustained by the Jewish communities 
throughout the country. The first Jewish high schools (Realgym
nasien) were founded in Berlin, Breslau and Cologne; the Freie 
Volkshochschule11, (people's colleges) tried to bring higher educa
tion within the reach of the entire Jewish population. The com
munities were the center of extensive welfare work for the sick, 
the aged, and the poor. They maintained hospitals, sanatoriums, 
asylums, and convalescent homes. They provided employment 
agencies, and serv~ces for the protection of workers. In many cities 
they sustained public kitchens to feed the poo!. The Zentralwohl
fahrtstelle der deutschen Juden, founded in 1917, was the directing 
center for all organized welfare institutions, sustained both by 
communities and by private grants. · 

On January 30, 1933, there were about 525,000 persons of 
Jewish faith living within· the limits of Germany (not including 
the Saar). The Ge11nan census of June 16, 1933 placed the exact 
figure at 499,682 (o.8% of the population) for Germany without 
the Saarland. 

For many years the Jews of Germany had concentrated in the 
large cities. In 1933 there were 160,564 persons of Jewish faith in 
Berlin, 26,158 in Frankfort on Main, 20,202 in Breslau and 16,885 

• 

in Hamburg. In all, about 70% of the Jews lived in cities of more 
than 100,000 and the rest in smaller cities, towns and villages 
throughout the country. . 

It is interesting to note that from 1910 to 1925 the Jewish 
population of Germany increased by 29,000, while the years be
tween 1925 and 1933 were marked by a sharp decline, dropping 
65,000 in that period. The reasons given for the decline by the 
German Statistical Office were (a) the surplu~ of deaths over births 
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ai11ong the Jewish population, (b) withdrawals from the Jewish 
community, and (c) the beginning of emigration, caused by the 
new political conditions. 

What has become of the half million Jews of Germany during 
the past ten years ( 1933-1943) ? Table II shows the rapid disap
pearance of Getman Jewry under Nazi rule. 

TABLE II 

DISAPPEARANCE OF GERMAN JEWRY 

Date 
1925 (census) ........................................ . 
January 1933 (estimate) ............................... . 
June 1933 (census) ................................... . 
September 15, 1935 (estimate) ......................... . 
September 1937 (estimate) ............................ . 
May 17, 1939 (unpublished census) .................... . 
September 1, 1939 (estimate) .......................... . 
November 1, 1940 (estimat,e) .......................... . 
November 1, 1941 (estimate) .......................... . 
May 1, 1942 (estimate) ............................... . 
October 1, 1942 (estimate) ............................ . 

September 1, 1943 ........... · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Jewish Population 
564,379 
525,000 
499,682 
450,000 
350,000 
235,000 
215,000 
16o,ooo 
120,000 
So,ooo 

40,000-50,000 
5,000 

Ten years of Hitle1· have seen the able-bodied Jewish population 
of Germany vanish, partly through emigration of the youth and 
male population. The age structure of the Jews in Germany was 
unfavorable long before Hitler. In 1925 about 40% of the Jews 
of Ge1many were over forty. By 1941 three-fourths of the remaining 
Jews in Ge1many were within this age group, with more than half 
of them over fifty years of age and, for the most part, unfit for 
physical labor. Moreover, the surplus of females over males 
mounted rapidly after 1933. In 1925 there were 10,6 women to 
every 100 men. By 1939 the ratio was 139 to 100. The aging of the 
Jewish population may be seen from the following table for 
Prussia, where four-fifths of the Geiman Jews lived. 
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TABLE III 

AGE STRUCIURE OF PRUSSIAN POPULATION (1843-1939) 

Under 14 Years 1.5-6o Years 6o Years and ovtr 
l' ea,· Jews Non-Jews ·Jews Non-Jews Jews Non-Jews 
1843 • • • • • • • • • • 36 % 34·9% 57.56% 59.1% 644% 6.0% 

1915 • • • • • • • • • • 16.2% 24-4% 71.2 % 66,4% 12.6 % 9,2% 

1933 • • • • • • • • • • 15.8% 23.0% 67.7 % 65.0% 15.7 % 12.8% 

1936 • • • • • • • • • • 13.8% 23.0% 64.6 % 64.2% 21.6 % 12.8% 
1939 • • • • • • • • • • 7·9% 59.6 % 32.5 % 

A further picture of the age structure of German Jewry is ob
tained from the table published by the Reichsvertretung der ]uden 
in Deutschland on the basis of a Jewish census taken in September 
1939. The Reichsvertretung warned, however, that some figures 

' 
were not exact, because not all the Jews living in the cities were 
included: · 

TABLE IV 

AGE STRUCTURE OF JEWS IN GERMANY (1933-1939) 

Age 
00 and over ........................... . 
40-59 
25-39 
16-24 
0-15 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Number 
81,400 

157.400 
119.700 
58,6oo 
82.700 

499,Soo 

19JJ 
Perce11tage 

16.3 

31.5 
24.0 
11.7 
16.5 

100.0 

' 19)9 
Number Percentage 
59.700 32.3 
76,6oo 41-4 
24,100 13.0 
9,700 5.2 

15,000 8.1 
-

185,100 100.0 

From January 1933 to the end of 1938, the surplus of natural 
deaths over births among the Jews of Germany amounted to 36,000. 
From 1939 to 1942 (with a far smaller Jewish population) it still 
amounted to 5,000 a year. By the first half of 1939 there were 1,844 
deaths and only six births in Berlin. Clearly this development was 
due to the conditions created by Nazism. Jewish deaths in con
centration camps and through suicides from 1939 to 1943 were 
estimated at 15,000. 

By September I, z942, there were only 40,000 to 50,000 Jews 
left in Germany. These were employed in war industries and at 
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forced labor. Of some 310,000 to 36o,ooo Ger1a1an Jewish refugees 
who escaped across the Reich frontiers, many thousands later fell 
into Hitler's hands when his armies occupied the areas which had 
given asylum. About 150,000 of the 525,000 Jews in Germany as of 
January 30, 1933, had been deported to Eastern Europe by Sep
tember 1, 1943. Of this number 50% or about 75,000 died in tran
sit. About 75,000 German Jews reached occupied Polish and Soviet 
territory as slave labor. By the middle of 1943, the Nazis were 
boasting that Germany was completely ''judenrein.;' If there are 
still Jews in Germany their number must be extremely small, 
perhaps a few thousand. 

III. O•traciam 

The original program of the National Socialist Party, adopted 
in Munich on February 24, 1920, laid down the iron rule that Jews 
could not be regarded by Germans as ''kinsmen'' (Volksgenossen) 
and should therefore be treated as aliens. In 1933, this doctrin.e was 
to serve as a springboard for the most. ruthless legalized destruction 
of a people khown to·hist.ory. With the Nazi point of view that 
law (Recht) is that which serves the nation, the so-called legal 
status of the Jews in the Third Reich beca111e only a means to 
the Nazi end: the systematic destruction of German Jewry. 

A foretaste of what was in store for the Jews under Nazi rule 
ca•ne almost in1111ediately after Hitler took power. Jews were seized 
in their homes during the night and dragged away to the barracks 
of Storm Troopers, where they were assaulted and tormented. At 
the time, Nazi propaganda insisted that ''the anger of the German 
people'' was directed only against Jews who were ''Marxists'' and 
''Communists." The first wave of persecution was crowned, how
ever, by the boycott of April 1, 1933 aimed against the Jewish 
middle class and professionals. 

The strategy of the anti-Jewish boycott was carefully planned 
by a central committee headed by notorious Julius Streicher, ace 
Jew-baiter of the Third Reich. The objective, presented to the 
Ge11nan people by the publication of an eleven-point program, 
was the complete boycotting of all Jewish business establishments, 
professional services and products . 

• 
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On the appointed day, detacl1ments of Storm Troopers went to 

work with well·rehearsed precision. Show windows of Jewish· 
owned stores were smeared with yellow paint and anti·Jewish 
slogans, and sentries were posted to make certain that no ''Aryan'' 
entered despite Streicher's instructions. In many cities SA units 
broke into courthouses and drove Jewish judges and lawyers into 

· the street under a rain of blows. Although the government of· 
ficially ordered the boycott suspended after one day, the campaign 

• 

continued in many cities during the months that followed. 
On the night of May 10, 1933 before the Berlin Opera House, 

Storm Troopers and students under the personal direction of 
Joseph Goebbels, as President of the German Chamber of Culture, 
consigned to the flames of a huge ceremonial bonfire, thousands of 
books whose authors were Jews, together with other representatives 
of liberal, progressive and democratic thought. The scene was 
repeated the same night by Nazi students in Dresden, Nuremberg, 
Breslau, Frankfort on Main, Stuttgart, and many other cities. 
In July a number of Jewish doctors were seized for spreading 
''atrocity propaganda'' and held for more than six weeks before 
they were released as innocent. 

Immediately after the boycott of April 1, 1933, came the first 
of the ''Aryan'' laws which were to expel all persons with but one 
Jewish grandparent from public life in Ge1many. The law for 
the ''restoration of the professional civil service'' excluded non
Aryan officials, clerks and workers from all public offices in the 
civil service, the Reichsbank, the Reich Railway Company, and 
the legal profession, but made several temporary exceptions. ''Non
Aryans'' were forced to retire, but if they had completed at least 
a ten-year period of service, they were granted the regular pension. 
Exceptions were made for persons who during the first war had 
fought for Ge1many or her allies; or whose fathers, sons, or hus
bands had been killed in action. Furthermore, the barring of of
ficials, lawyers and patent attorneys did not apply to persons who 
had worked in such a capacity on or before August 1, 1914. It was 
said that these exceptions originated from President von Hinden· 
burg's desire to save some of the older men as well as those who 
had fought at the front. Non-Aryan judges were excluded from 
office. Admission of non·Aryan lawyers to the bar was cancelled 
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and Jewish patent attorneys eliminated. By the first of April 1934, 
1,312 Jewish lawyers and 1,162 Jewish notaries found them
selves batTed from their professions. Even elected non-Aryan lay 
assessors, jurors and commercial judges, were eliminated, their 
terms ending as of June 30, 1933, without exception. 

Although Jewish physicians and dentists were not, at that time, 
• 

deprived of their licenses, the earning of a livelihood was made 
virtually impossible as the further admission to sick funds (Kran
ll.enkassen) was closed to them. Most of the Gern1an working 
population were required by law to belong to a sick fund, contri
butions for which were deducted from the pay envelope. Thus 
the practice of the majority of the physicians and dentists in Ger
many was dependent upon the sick fund, and elimination from 
the K rankenkassen spelled ruin. 

The Aryan paragraph was also applied to the reorganized 
Reichswehr, the German labor service, and to most departments 
of the new Chamber of Culture (Kulturkammer). The latter par
ticularly affected the profession of journalism. It also covered the 
boards of taxation for the Reich and the German states, as well as 
experts and consultants for the Reich Insurance Office and all othe1 
social insurance offices. By the spring of 1934 Jews were, with a 
few exceptions, excluded from the cultural and public life of 

• 

Ge1many. 
By the summer of 1935 most naturalized Jews had been de

prived of their citizenship. The law regarding ''annulment _of 
naturalization and abrogation of German citizenship'' was aimed 
especially at the Polish Jews, who had been naturalized since 
November 9, 1918. Again a few exceptions were made for those 
who had ''rendered special 'service to the German cause." The law 
did not apply to naturalized Jews only but also to native German 
Jews who lived abroad and ''by their behavior did da111age to 
Ger111an interests." On the latter count it deprived such men as 
Albert Einstein and Lion Feuchtwanger of their German citizen
ship. 

The law against the ''overcrowding of German schools and uni
versities'' (April 25, 1933) closed the educational institutions to all 
but a small number of the Jewish youth. The percentage of ''non-
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Aryan'' Ge11nans admitted to schools, colleges and universities 
was not to exceed, in any school, college or university, the per· 
centage of non-Aryans within the entire Geraoany population. A 
catastrophe for observing Jews was the banning of the ritual slaugh· 
ter of cattle. These laws indicate the legal aspect of the period 
from 1933 to September 1935. But there were daily incidents 
behind the facade of law which presaged the greater violence and 
state-organized lawlessness to come. 

During this period the Aryan paragraph was not fo1111ally 
extended to commerce and industry. On the contrary, the Gern1an 
Minister of Economics declared in September 1933 that the boycott 
of non-Aryan fi11ns gravely interfered with Ge1many's economy. 
In October 1933, the Ministers of Economics and Labor promul
gated a joint order against anti-Jewish djscrimination. In January 
1934, the Minister of Economics in Saxony ordered newspapers to 
accept advertisements of Jewish firms; in February 1934, Reich 
Minister of the Interior Frick warned against molesting Jews in 
private commercial enterprises. Germany was then in need of the 
collaboration of foreign countries to achieve her economic ends. 
Foreign currency was required to capitalize the purchase of raw 
materials needed for the manufacture of articles for ex.port. It was 
this situation which brought about an agreement (or the trans
fer of capital belonging to Jewish emigrants from Ger111any to 
Palestine between the Reichsbank, the Temple Bank, the Anglo
Palestine Bank and the German Trust Haawarah in Palestine. 
Furthermore, Ge1111any could not yet dispense entirely with Jewish 
entrepreneurs and employees without seriously disrupting her in
dustry and commerce. 

On May 1, 1934 Jews were informed that they could continue 
·to manage their concerns, but that it would be well for them to 
appoint Aryan deputies as managers. That year three large de
partment stores were closed and later reopened ''after reorganiza
tion'' employing only non-Jews. There were no longer any Jewish 
actors on the Geiman stage. All occupations involving ''state recog
nition,'' even such as swimming instructors, dancing, gymnastics, 
teachers of the blind, social service workers, were now without 
Jews. Jewish newspaper vendors disappeared from the streets. 

In such cases where Jews were pe11nitted to retain their pro-
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fessions or jobs by law, the population was nevertheless instruct~ 
to boycott Jewish services, under the slogan that ''whoever buys 
from Jewish shops or consults a Jewish lawyer or doctor, co1a11nits 
an act of treason against the Ger1nan people.'' Jews were no longer 
pe101itted to attend concert halls, theaters, and were excluded from 
resorts. By the middle of 1985, the President of the Ger anan 
Authors' Union proudly announced that 1,628 Jews had been 
expelled from the 01-ganization and 1500 had been denied member
ship because they were ''incapable of interpreting the · German 
spirit." The radio industry dismissed all its Jewish artists an_d 
employees. 

On September 15, 1985 the so-called Nuremberg laws placed 
all German Jews beyond the pale of citizenship. Thus began a 
period of complete segregation (A usgliedemng) and dissimilation 
(Dissimilierung) of the Jews from' the Getman people. 

Back in January 1984, a new citizenship law had been drafted 
which provided that the population be divided into four cate
gories, consisting of (a) inhabitants of Aryan blood, (b) foreigners 

• 

residing in Ge1many, (c) Ger,nans residing abroad, and (d) in-
habitants of ''alien'' race, specifically Jews, Negroes, and Gypsies. 
The Reichsbuergergesetz (Ger,nan citizenship law) and the Gesetz 
zum Schutze des Deutschen Blutes und der Deutschen Ehre (the 
law protecting Geiman blood and ·honor) of September 15, 1985 
recognized only two categories: Jews and non-Jews. With these 
laws the Nazi distinction between ''Aryan'' and ''non-Aryan'' gave 
way to the division between Germans and Jews or ''pan-Jews'' 
(Mischlinge). Jews were denied Ger1nan cit~zenship (Reichsbuer

gerrecht) and reduced to the status of ''subjects'' (Staatsange
hoerige). They lost the right of franchise, they were forbidden to 

• 
intermarry with Aryan Germans, or to employ Geranan females 
under the ''canonical age'' of fony-five as domestic servants; and 
the concept of Rassenschande (race defilement) was introduced 
into c1iminal law. 

Although Hitler told the Reichstag in Nuremberg that the 
aim of the new legislation was to establish a ''tolerable relation
ship'' ~etween the Ger1nan and Jewish people, and high ranking 
Nazis spoke of the Nuremberg laws as an assu1·ance to Jews of their 
security as a separate legal community within the boundaries of 



the Reich, the law clearly conferred no. rights whatsoever upon 
Jews. Instead it gave legal stamp to their ostracism and paved the 
way for further oppressive measures. 

Local authorities in Germany now received a freer hand in 
''solving the Jewish problem." Hitler's repeated declarations that 
the Party and State were one and indivisible in every respect, 
sanctioned any act of an individual Party official as the expression 
of the State's will. Incidents which in 1933 and 1934 had been 
explained as ''spontaneous'' patriotic manifestations, were now 
buttressed by the law of the German State as the expression of 
healthy popular sentiment against ''racial aliens." 

The exceptions previously made in favor of Jews who had 
fought at the front, or had long years of service to their credit, 
were no longer observed. All Jewish officials, civil employees and 
workers were forced to retire. Jewish doctors still connected with 
sick funds were dismissed, as were all remaining Jewish notaries. 
Jewish druggists were no longer permitted to lease public phar
macies. Those who owned their establishments were forced to rent 

• 

them forthwith to non-Jews. For the moment, Jewish doctors who 
still held licenses did not lose them, and Jewish lawyers and patent 
attorneys who were still active were not disbarred. However, Ger
man women were warned ''not to entrust their bodies to a Jewish 
doctor'' (''ihren Koerper nicht einem juedischen Arzt anzuver
trauen'') and few Germans were foolhardy enough to be repre
sented in court by a Jewish attorney. 

Meanwhile the anti-Jewish boycott and the drive against Jew
ish enterprises gathered momentum. Stores now· displayed the 
sign, ''German Firm," a privilege reserved for enterprises which 
did.not accept the aid of Jewish capital, had no Jewish creditors, 
did not purchase wares from Jews, and employed no Jewish help. 
Members of the Nazi Party faced expulsion if they bought from 
Jewish stores; the general public was subjected to equally effective 
pressure. Persons entering Jewish stores were photographed, and 
their pictures and names published. This meant expulsion from 
the Labor Front and dismissal from employment. 

In the face of systematic boycott, Jews were forced to sell their 
enterprises. Ge1·mans eager to take over the establishments were 
easily found but they were never willing to pay a fair price. If the 
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owner was not prepared to sell for the amount oftered, unofficial 
Party ''persuasion'' was firmly applied. Riots were staged outside 
the Jewish establishment, and the owner was taken into protective 
custody until he agreed to sell. This was the typical method us~d 
for the acquisition of Jewish concerns. It was called ization. 

Aryanization extended to concerns of every kind and size: de
partment stores and chain stores, large and small banking enter
prises, insurance companies, the textile and clothing industry, 
leather and shoe factories, the lumber industry, the chemical in
dustry; all were made judenrein. The Jewish owners or stock
holders were bought out by Germans who invariably paid only 
a very small part of the real value of the enterprise. The so-called 
''application of the Nuremberg laws to the economic field'' was, 
for those Germans with the right connections, the opportunity of 
a life-time. 

As far as the land was concerned, the Homestead Law of Sep
tember 29, 1933 had ~lready provided that only citizens of Ger·1nan 
or ''cognate blood'' could be considered peasants. With the em
bodiment in law of the blood and soil ideology, Jews were ex
cluded from all ownership of land and the possession of mortgages. 
German mortgage banks required that Jewish real estate and 
house owners clear their mortgages on short notice. No mortgage 
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on Jewish property was extended, no new ones were granted. 
Jewish property came largely under the custody of administrators 
who deliberately lagged on interest payments, thus providing an 
exce_llent excuse for the foreclosure of mortgages and the expro
priatie>n of property owned by Jews. 

Jewish millers, hop raisers, and brewers, livestock, meat, egg 
and grain dealers soon learned that the German farmer was not 
only forbidden to buy from Jews but also to sell to them. Jews no 
longer received the necessary import quotas. The wine business 
in Jewish hands was forcibly turned over to Germans. Severe meas
ures were threatened against contractors who dared to deal with 
Jews. In the markets, where Jewish dealers were segregated into 
''ghetto places," disturbances were staged. German farmers who 
dealt with Jews were boycotted and were paid lower ''punitive'' 
prices for their proouce as punishment. 

lewish executives and employees in commerce and industry 
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were being systematically expelled from their jobs. Under instruc-
tions from the Getman Labor Front, Geiman concerns abroad 
which still retained Jewish managerial personnel, were instructed 
to replace all Jews, regardless of their value, with Aryans. 

By the beginning of 1938, from 120,000 to 130,000 Jews had 
succeeded in emigrating to other countries by paying a ''flight tax•· 
which early in 1937 had already amounted to $70,000,000, accord
ing to the Frankfurter Zeitung. Of those who remained in Ger
many, a small number still retained their employment and enter
ptises, but the sword of Damocles hung over their heads. As of 
October 1935, the Jewish unemployed had been excluded from 
the German Winter Relief Fund, and their care fell exclusively 
to the Jewish Central Relief Committee. During the winter of 
1935-1936, this Committee had to provide for the relief of 75,000 
Jews. In March 1937, it announced that 60,000 of Berlin's 150,000 
Jews were on relief, and that this figure was steadily increasing. 
The payments received for Aryanized property were exorbitantly 
taxed. All Jews were regarded by the Reich as future emigrants 
and were forced to give up to the government 25 percent of their 
property as security for the Reich flight tax. Jews were excluded 
from all income and wage benefit deductions. Women with Jewish 
children were regarded as single, and thus subject to the higher 
taxes on unma1·1·ied persons. 

Despite all this, Jews tried to sustain some semblance of their 
cultural life. Jewish schools were enlarged and new ones opened 
to release children from German schools, where they were forced to 
sit on ''Jew ben'ches'' and insulted. Synagogues now not only be
came centers of revived religious :worship, but also of renewed Jew
ish cultural life. Here the community assembled for lectures, meet
ings and announcements. However, the existence of these Jewish 
communities became increasingly difficult. In July 1937, a new tax 
law provided that Jewish welfare institutions, on whose dwindling 
funds so many Jews were increasingly dependent, were· no longer 
exempt from taxation. 

Such was the situation on March 11,1938, when Hitler moved 
into Austria. 
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W. From A.nae to Munich 
In Austria, Hitler was able to accomplish in a few short weeks 

that which in Ge1many had taken several years. No sooner was 
Anschluss proclaimed than the train of Jewish life in Austria was 
completely derailed. Repercussions in Ge11nany were felt at once. 
With the country gearing for war, rearmament in full swing, and 
economic life in the firm hands of Nazi-minded industrialists and 
military experts, the complete ouster of the Jews could no longer 
have serious econo1nic consequences. The vise was closing. The 
tempo of persecution now increased at great speed, reaching its 
climax in the avalanche of anti-Jewish legislation which was to 
come in the wake of the November pogrom. 

Jews were made conspicuous by passports and compulsory iden ... 
tification cards stamped with a red ''J''. A new decree published a 
list of first names which Jews were pe1mitted to bear. Those whose 
naines were not on the approved list were forced to prefix them 
with Israel or Sara. 

The exclusion of Jews from the professions of medicine, den
tistry, pha11nacy and law was completed by the end of 1938. A 
handful of doctors and lawyers were left as ''caretakers'' for the 
Jewish population. The few pensions still paid to forn1er Jewish 
officials were either greatly reduced in amount or entirely sus
pended. The new German professional codes flatly barred Jews 
from all professions and public offi.ces, from service in the armed 
forces; from the Labor Front; Jewish war veterans were forbidden 
to wear their old unifor1ns. 

On March 28, 1938, the Jewish religious communities were 
deprived of their status as public law bodies, reduced to the posi
tion of ordinary business associations, and communal officials lost 
their civil service status. The formation, change, or dissolution of 
communities or central organizations, as well as the ''disposal or 
substantial changes in objects of historical, scientific or artistic 
value, especially archives," required state approval. The last was 
intended to enable the Reich to confiscate the great Jewish libraries 
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of religion and learning, and to strip places of worship of their 
century-old relics and treasures. 

The veiling (Tamung) of Jewish ownership 01· participation in 
an enterprise, as well as contracting with a Jew, was subjected to 



a stiff penalty. The decree of April 26, 1938, which required the 
registration and assessment of all Jewish property, domestic and 
foreign, served as a basis for the ordinances after November 1938, 
which accomplished the complete expropriation of the property 
of German Jewry. The disposal or lease of a concern in trade, in
dustry, ,agriculture, or forestry required official authorization, if 
the contract involved a Jew. The third ordinance to the Reich citi
zenship law introduced a legal definition of ''Jewish enterprise'' 
which was analogous to the definition of ''Jew." A fir1n was deemed 
Jewish if one or more pf the parties personally liable was Jewish. 

On July 6, 1938 a sweeping law changing the regulations of cer-
• 

tain trades and occupations (Gewerbeordnung) excluded Jews 
from all itinerate occupations and those requiring licenses such as 
traveling salesmen, peddlars, market stand vendors, in other words, 
any enterprise with no fixed place of business. It also prohibited 
Jews from furnishing professional information and advice about 
financial circumstances and personal affairs, expelled them from 
t~ real estate business, marriage brokerage (except between Jews) 
and the tourist trade. All such occupations were to be terminated 
by December 31, 1938, and in special cases (when more convenient 
for the Reich) no later than September 30, 1939. 

V. The Pogrom o/ November, 1938 
On November 7, 1938, Hershel Grynszpan shot and fatally 

wounded Ernst vom Rath, third secretary of the German Embassy 
in Paris. This pathetically heroic act of a seventeen year-old boy 
unleashed the cold fury of Nazi barbarism. In reprisal the Reich 
government launched an orgy of violence not seen in Germany 
since the Thirty Years' War. Organized Nazi units, paced by well
trained £011nations of the Elite Guard, the SA, and the Hitler 
Youth, penetrated into every section of Jewish domicile in Ger
many, Austria, and the Sudetenland.· Within the space of twelve 
hours, over 400 Jewish synagogues and places of worship were dyna
mited and set on fire. Acting on orders, firemen confined themselves 
to preventing the spread of flames to adjacent buildings. Jewish 
stores and shops were systematically looted and destroyed. In the 
streets Jews were assaulted, then arrested to ''protect them from 
the wrath of the people," and sent to concentration camps. Several 
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hundred Jews were killed or driven to suicide .during the two 
days of the pogrom. 

At the given signal the violence ceased as abruptly as it had 
flared up, but the government lost no time in proving that its work 
was not completed. The pogrom was followed by mass a11ests. 
Jews were hunted everywhere. Afraid to remain at home, many 
took to the woods and forests; others spent weeks in railway com
partments, traveling aimlessly by day and by night, without daring 
to halt anywhere. Within a short time, 60,000 more Jews swelled 
the concentration camps of Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen, Oranien-
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burg, Dachau. 
On November 12th, Her111ann Goering, as director of the Four 

Year Plan and Prime Minister of Prussia, began issuing the decrees 
which were but the continuation of the pogrom by ''legal'' means. 
He ordered the Jews to pay an ''atonement'' fine of one billion 
Reichsmark (400 million dollars) payable as 25% of their prop
erty, and promulgated two edicts which completed the elimination 
of Jews from the economic life of Germany. At their own cost, Jews 
were forced to remove the debris of their wrecked homes, stores, 
and places of worship. In Berlin alone this was estimated at $60,-
000. Payments of insurance claims for damage to Jewish propert_y 
were seized in favor of the Reich. A later decree compensated 
non-Jewish owners for the accidental destruction of property ad
jacent to charred synagogues and Jewish edifices. Jews were for
bidden to withdraw more than $40 from the banks without special 
authorization. Radios and telephones in Jewish hands were con
fiscated. 

On November 15, 1938, Reich Minister Rust introduced the · 
numerus nullus in schools with the following statement: 

''Afte~ the ruthless murder of Paris, German teachers no 
longer can be expected to give instruction to Jewish pupils. 
It is also self-evident that Geiman students find it unbearable 
to share classrooms with Jews." · 

The decree provided for the dismissal of all Jewish children 
from Ger1nan schools; henceforth th~y were to attend only Jewish 
schools. 

On December 3rd, on the basis of the edict of April 26, 
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1958 which required the registration of Jewish property, a dra· 
conic new decree imposed on Jews the compulsory deposit of their 
securities, stocks and bonds with a foreign exchange bank, and 
forbade them to acquire, pawn or sell objects'of gold, platinum, 
silver or precious stones. In 1939, all such objects were ordered 
turned over to public purchasing offices established by the Reich. 
Jews were order~d to sell their remaining real estate and forbidden 
to acquire any new property. 

Though some Jews still remained nominal owners of their 
fi1n1s, trustees (Treuhaender) responsible to the state authorities 
were appointed as custodians. On December 14th the Treuhaender 
were ordered to appoint managers (Betr~ebsfuehrer) in accord
ance with the 1934 law which had introduced the leadership prin
ciple in industry. January 1st was set as a deadline, after which 
Jews could no longer even hold positions as assistants to the Aryan 
managers. 

On November 28, 1938 a general decree of the Reich Minister 
of Interior marked the first step toward the resurrection of the 
ghetto. Governors of provinces, mayors and other local officials 
were empowered to exclude Jews from certain localities, as well 
as to ban them from appearing in public during certain hours. 

And less than a week later, on December 3rd, a virtual ghetto 
was decreed in Berlin by the following order of the Police Presi
dent: , 

''1. Streets, squares, parks and buildings from which the 
Jews are to be banned, are to be closed to Jewish subjects of 
the State and stateless Jews, both pedestrians and drivers. 

''2. Jewish subjects of the State and stateless Jews who at 
the time when this decree goes into effect still live within a 
district banned to the Jews, must have a local police pet mit 
for crossing the banned areas. 

''By July 1, 1939 permits for Jews living within the banned 
area will no longer be issued. 

''3. Jewish subjects of the State and stateless Jews who are 
summoned by an office within the banned area, must obtain 
a local police pe1mit for twelve hours. 

• 
''4. The ban on Jews in Berlin comprises the following dis-

tncts. 
'' (1) All theatres, cinemas, cabarets, public concerts and 

lecture halls, museums, a1nusement places, the halls of the 
Fair including the Fair grounds and broadcasting station 
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on the Messedamm, the Deutschlandhalle and the Sport 
Palace, the Reich Sportfield, all athletic fields including ice 
ska ting rinks; · . 

'' (2) All public and private bathing places; 
'' (3) Wilhelmstrasse from Leipzigerstrasse up to Unter 

. den Linden including Wilhelmsplatz; 
'' (4) Voss Strasse from Hermann Goering Strasse up to 

Wilhelmstrasse; 
'' (5) The Reichsehrenmal including the North side

walk up Unter den Linden, from the University up to the 
Armory." 

Only the stone walls of the ghetto were missing; they were to 
come soon in Geiman-occupied Poland. 

The November outrages-and their sequel, coming on the heels 
of the Munich agreement, helped to swiftly dispel the illusion of 
''peace in our time." For here was violence and destruction offi
cially sanctioned by the state. The government-controlled Deutsche 
A llgemeine Zeitung had boasted of the destruction of synagogues, 
the looting of shops, and the ''strong anti-Jewish demonstration'i'' 
- all of which began and ended with clock-like precision at· the 
signal of the authorities of the Third Reich. · 

YI. On the Brink 
Stripped of their property, declassed and pa11perized. Ger 

man Jews were now worth little more than their ransom or slave 
labor value. The so-called Jewish question, however, still had 
limitless propaganda potentialities, both internally and abroad. 
With Gern1any's feverish military preparations, the need for labor, 
unskilled as well as skilled, was tremendous. By mobilizing Jews 
who had been expelled from their professions into unskilled forced 
labor, Ge1 many was able to release many thousands of Aryan 
workers for other tasks. To some extent this alleviated the labor 
shortage and counteracted the demand for higher wages. Jewish 
labor service camps were created, and separate barracks were 
erected near Berlin for Jews working on road gangs under SS 
supervision. Jews employed as factory workers were segregated 
under Nazi fore1nen and, in xnany places, forced to wear yellow 
a11nbands. 

• 



In March 1939 the President of the German Institute of Labor 
Placement and Unemployment Insurance introduced compulsory 
labor for Jews in a decree which stipulated that they were to be 
segregated and do the heaviest type of physical labor: 

''It is not in the interest of the state to leave the labor 
power of employable unemployed Jews unused, and perhaps 
even to have to support them from public funds without re
ceiving any service in return. An effort must be made to employ 
all unemployed and employable Jews as soon as possible and 
to combine therewith the release of German workers for urgent 
and important state political projects. 

''The employment of Jews shall take place in fields of enter
prises 'of building construction, soil amelioration, etc., separ
ate! y from others . . . 

''I therefore request you immediately to influence public 
and private enterprises in your district to provide such work. 
It is assured that contractors and their enterprises will not suf
fer disadvantages by the employment of Jews. Jews in the sense 
of this decree are Jews who are German subjects, and stateless 
Jews who are capable of work." 

The inauguration of Jewish forced labor in Germany, on the 
eve of war, provided the laboratory for the coming system of Nazi 
slave labor for all the subjugated peoples of Europe. 

In November 1938, the official Elite Guard newspaper, Das 
Schwarze Korps, warned that unless foreign countries provided 
for the removal and resettlement of the Jews, more drastic meas
ures culminating in extermination, would be taken against them. 
After the pogrom, renewed attempts were made by the Inter-Gov
ernmental Committee on Refugees to aid the emigration of the 
Jews from Ge1many. Ge11nany immediately grasped at the fresh 
ransom possibilities. Here was an excellent opportunity for ob
taining an international loan and additional foreign exchange. 
Dr. Schacht, President of the Reichsbank, hatched a scheme where
by the Reich could profit greatly from the emigration of the Jews. 

Dr. Schacht's plan called for dividing the Jews in Ge1many into 
three catagories: ( 1) Those capable of earning wages, who were 
to be brought out of Germany at an agreed monthly or yearly rate; 
(2) direct dependents of these wage-earners, who were to emigrate 

as soon as wage-earning members of the family could accept them 



in their new l1omes; (3) the aged and infirm who were to be per
mitted to remain in Ge1many with guarantees that satisfactory 
provision would be made for them. 

The joker in the Schacht Plan was the provision for an inter
national loan, to be raised for the Reich on the security of prop
erty left behind by Jewish emigrants. Part of the loan was to be , 
serviced through increased Reich exports over a certain no11n, 
the rest to come into the Reich as foreign exchange. Dr. Schacht 
estimated the ''transferable'' portion of all Jewish wealth in Ger
many, after all taxes,· including the ''flight tax'' and fines were 
paid, at one and one-half billion Reichsmark. 

Nothing ever came of the ingenious Schacht proposal. 

April 1939 saw the eviction of Jewish tenants from their homes. 
A law provided that rental contracts between Aryan lessors and 
Jewish tenants could be dissolved at short notice. Jewi~h tenants 
could be ordered to admit other Jews into their apartments as sub
tenants. Jewish lessors could not rent vacant apartments without 
special pe1mission. In this way Jews were ousted from the better 
residential sections, and gradually herded together in segregated 
districts and apartments. The rental legislation, coming after the 
banning of Jews from certain streets, marked another move toward 
complete ghettoization. 

On July 4, 1939 the Reich Association of Jews (Reichsvereini
gu~g der ]uden) was established as a virtual agency of the Minis
try of the Interior. Under its jurisdiction fell all German-Jewish 
subjects and all stateless Jews within Ge1111any. The decree also 
subordinated Jewish religious communities to the status of local 
branches of this secular body. The Reich Association's chief func
tion before the war was to provide the machin~ry for Jewish emi
gration. With this decree too the German government divested 
itself of all responsibility for Jewish relief, placing another heavy 
load on the already overburdened shoulders of the Jewish com-

• mun1ty. . 
With this decree it also became the duty of the J._leich Associa

tion to maintain Jewish schools and educational institutions for 
the training of Jewish teachers. 

On the eve of the war, the position of the Jews still remaining 
• 



in Ge11nany was utterly hopeless. According to Otto Hirsch, presi
dent of the Reichsvereinigung, 100,000 Jews had emigrated during 
1938 and up to October 19s9, despite the fact that emigration had 
become increasingly difficult because of the diminishing a1nount of 
property transferable from the Reich. The deductions made from 
the property of each enaigrant were as follows: the ''atonement'' 
fine (25%); Reich flight tax (25%); emigration tax payable to the 
Reichsvereinigung der ]uden (5%); tax on all acquisitions made 
during the Nazi regime (100%-500% of the value). What re
mained was transferable at a rate of exchange of six percent. Of a 
fortune of 100,000 Reichsmark ($40,000), no more than $1,100 
fo~nd its way abroad. Emigrants who were not fortunate enough 
to leave Ge1many during the early phase of Nazi rule, usually 
arrived penniless in foreign countries. 

VII. War 

The outbreak of the war in September 1939 started the Jews 
in Gern1any on the last mile of the road to annihilation. Their 
isolation within Ger1nany was completed; more and more districts 
were prohibited them; they could not leave their homes after 8 
P. M.; they were forbidden to use motor vehicles; they were even 
segregated in air-raid shelters. In the ]uedisches Nachrichtenblatt, 
the only Jewish newspaper allowed in Germany after November 
1938, Jews read the texts of the latest anti-Jewish laws; they also 
heard them announced in their synagogues during religious serv-
• ices. 

Discriminatory rationing measures placed the Jews on a semi
starvation basis from the beginning of the war. They received less 
meat than Aryans, and later no meat at all; they were forbidden 
to buy fresh vegetables and fruits. In theory they could obtain un
rationed poultry and fish by registering with their food dealers, 
but in most cases the shopkeepers refused to accept their applica
tions. In most Ge1·man cities, Jews were assigned shopping hours 
when only leftovers remained on the counters. They could not 
buy milk for their children. At first they received half the German 
coal ration, but soon that too was revoked. They were denied 
clothing rationing cards, without which even mending and sewing 
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materials could not be purchased. On their wretched diet they 
were forced to clean streets and gutters, shovel snow and build 
roads. 

In December 1939, some 20,000 Berlin Jews out of 95,000 still 
had regular work, mainly in the building and transport trades 
and in war factories. By October 1940, nearly all able-bodied Jew-

• 

ish males--50,000 of the remaining Jewish population of 160,000-
had ·been conscripted for labor service. Women were not excluded. 
All men between the ages of 18-55 and women 20-45 were subject to 
forced labor. By February 1941 the age limits were extended to 
65 for men and 55 for women. They were paid almost nothing for 
their work, but were nevertheless forced to pay an income tax. 
In the concentration camps, Jewish inmates were org~nized into 
special battalions for road building and work in forests and 
swamps. 

A decree of September 1, 1941, bearing the signature of Rein
hard Heydrich, ordered all Jews over the age of six, male and 
female alike, to wear a yellow Star of David with the black inscrip
tion ''Jew'~ on their clothes. The star had to be worn ''visibly~ 
firmly sewn to the le/ t breast of clothing.'' Later ordinances em
phasized that the star had to be wo.rn on any outer gar111ents in 
which Jews appeared in public, including even dressing gowns 
or nightshirts worn in air-raid shelters. By a further executive or
dinance dated March 26, 1942, Jews were ordered to affix the Star 
of David to their doors. With the yellow star came final segrega
tion. No Aryan dared to speak publicly to a Jew bearing the star. 
No grocer dared any longer to sell to Jewish housewives the foods 
prohibited to them by law. Jews were further forbidden to pur
chase coffee, cocoa, tobacco, flour, white bread, pastry, and all 
kinds of sweets. Jewish diabetics were denied the necessary addi
tional food allowance. Those who obtained special police travel 
pet 1ni ts were barred from dining cars and sleepers. They were 
forbidden the use of trolleys and buses, forbidden to stroll in the 
streets, look into shop windows or stop to converse with one an
other. They were even forbidden to keep their domestic pets any 
longer. 

According to an ordinance of November 25, 1941, Jews who 
pe1manently resided abroad were no longer deemed to be German 
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subjects. They were thus rendered stateless, deprived of the right 
to inherit from a Get ,nan subject, and any property they still 
might have in Ge1,oany was seized. 

VIII. Deportation to the Eat 
• 

In September 1941 the German government began the sys-
tematic deportation of the remnants of Ger·,nan Jewry to forced 
labor ca1nps and penal reservations in occupied Poland and Soviet 
tertitory. The first mass deportations of Jews from Gerinany had 
taken place three years before, in November 1938, when in a 
single night, more than 10,000 Jews of Polish or fo11oer Polish 
nationality were deported to the Polish frontier town of Zbonszyn. 
Dragged from their beds, men, women and children were herded 
to the railroad station, packed into freight cars and shipped to the 
Polish frontier. Families were separated, many died en route, but 
the Get mans were devising a new kind of deportation, inhuman, 
but serving their purpose. In the fall of 1940, in the saine manner, 
approximately 10,000 Jews of Baden and Pfalz had been rounded 
up and sent to Southern France. 

Shortly after the occupation of Poland, Germany made public 
a plan for the creation of a Jewish ''reservation'' in the area of the 
Polish city of Lublin. At first only Jews from Austria and Czecho
slovakia were transferred to this region, but in March 1940 Jews 
from the Reich were included as well . 

• 

These deportations were to serve as a prelude for the eventual 
deportation to this area of about half a million Jews from Ger
many, Czechoslovakia, Poland,· and Austria. Accoraing to a report 
made by Gruppenfuehrer Ferdinand Hiegs to Gestapo Chief 
Himmler, 30% of the deportees lost their lives through diseases, 
suicide, unsatisfactory housing conditions at the ''place of desti
nation," inability to stand the labor conditions or to acclimate 
themselves due to advanced age. 

· Deportees were permitted to carry with them only a small 
amount of underwear and winter clothing. All other belongings 
had to be surrendered before departure. Such was the situation in 
the fall of 1941. · 

With the ever-increasing need for manpowe1·, emigration was 



forbidden to Jews under 6o years of age, in November 1941. The 
Reich prepared to feed remaining Jewish labor to the furnace of 
the· war machine. Ordinances were promulgated creating a special 
status for Jews employed in German labor. Jews were barred from 
the Ge1 man working conm1unity, and thus excluded from all 
legislation protecting Aryan workers. They could not work as 
apprentices, they were not entitled to special pay for work on 
Sundays, holidays or overtime work; they received no pay for time 
off caused by illness or childbirth. They were excluded from old 
age security; unemployment relief was limited to the barest main
tenance; they could .be discharged on 24 hour notice. They were 
forced to work in segregated groups. They had to accept whatever 
job was assigned to them by official employment agencies, regard
less of the nature of the work or its location. Jewish forced labor 
was not limited to work within Germany. Jews together with 
Poles were assigned to labor brigades in bombed areas, or behind 
Ge1n1an lines on the Russian front. Gradually Germany's need 
for labor on so many fronts was synchronized with the deportation 
measures. Thus, in October 1941, when thousands of Jews were 
rounded up all over Germany and removed to undisclosed desti
nations, it was asserted that they were not sent to concentration 
car11ps or imprisoned, but were to be used for ''purposes helpful 
to the war economy.'' 

New raids were made in September, October, and November 
1941; in March and June 1942, and in the following months, under 
various pretexts. The result was always the same: arrest and de
portation. Usually the victims would be herded into two Berlin 
synagogues, on Levetzow Street and Munchener Street, which had 
been turned into straw-filled barracks. From here they would be 
transported to railway stations in the Berlin suburbs, where rela
tives were not admitted to bid them farewell, and freighted in 
cattle cars to an unknown destination. Another procedure was con
scription by the authorities through the Reichsvereinigung. The 
. latter would receive an order for a trainload of Jews to be shipped 
to the East. Families suddenly would receive notice to prepare to 
leave their homes. They were forced to fill out an inventory of all 
their belongings, from pianos to collar buttons, as well as a special 
list entitled ''nor1nal needs of consumer." The list of ''no1mal 
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needs'' contained such articles as the owner was pe1111itted to ca11y 
with him when deported. Everything on the general inventory was 
declared forfeited to the Reich and later publicly auctioned. These 
auctions gave Germans an opportunity to buy clothing, linen, 
furniture, and other scarce household goods. All remaining assets 
were forfeited. In the fall months of 1941 alone, some 20,000 Ger
man Jews were deported. The circumstances were such that in a 
single October day 280 Berlin Jews committed suicide. 

Deported German Jews have been sent to various lo_calities in 
the East. As the Lublin experiment was abandoned after a wave 
of epidemics originating from this area threat~ned Geiman troops 
and civilians, the Polish city of Lodz became a clearing center for 
masses of Jewish deportees. From Lodz the Jews were distributed 
to different areas, such as the swamps of Pinsk, the Rokitno 
marshes or to ghettos of various Polish cities. In many cases, chil
dren over 14 years have been separated from their parents and 
sent to the occupied Ukraine to toil in the fields. Since February 
1942 German Jews have also been sent to Terez{n in the so-called 
Protectorate of Bohemia-Moravia and thence to Eastern Europe. 

It is well to recall four men, leaders of Geiman Jewry, who re
mained faithfully at their posts to the very end: Heinrich Stahl, 
Otto Hirsch, Julius Seligsohn, and Rabbi Leo Baeck. All four 
have given their lives: Otto Hirsch and Julius Seligsohn perished 
in German concentration camps; Heinrich Stahl and Rabbi Baeck 
in the prison-city of Terezin. 

At the end of 1942 there were still some Jews living in a num
ber of Berlin districts. As late as December 31st, the ]uedisches 
Nachrichtenblatt announced the distribution of ration cards for 
Jews. During the same month, the official newspaper also warned 
Jews of the stem penalty for failure to fill out new registration 
for1ns, apparently in connection with deportation, as required by 
a decree of November 11,' 1942. At the end of the year religious 
services were still. being conducted in seven Berlin· synagogues. 
There seemed to be a lull. It was very brief indeed. 

In his New Year's message, Hitler again thundered total de
struction. He was echoed by Goebbels, Ley, Rosenberg, and such 
hirelings as American traitor Robert H. Best. Speaking in the 
Sportpalast on February 18, 1943, Propaganda Minister Goebbels 



made a significant slip of the tongue, which for an instant ripped 
aside even that curtain of pretense which the Nazis still maintain, 
''We want to exter1oinate ausrotten-the Jews,'' he said, and then 
quickly changed ''exte11ninate'' to ''eliminate'' (ausschalten). On 
~e previous day, February 17th, the Ge111,an people were openly 
told for the first time by the Berlin radio that the mass exte1 mina
tion of the Jews was being carried out by the Ger1nan occupants 
in Eastern Europe. -

During the same month it was stated that Berlin would be 
• 

''judenrein'' by the end of March. On February 27th, and during 
the week that followed, new arrests took place, as Jews were re
moved even from war industry jobs for expulsion to Poland. A 
ruthless house-to-house search rounded up most of those who 
were in hiding. When the Gestapo came for the 85-year-old widow 
of Max Liebermann, she co1n1nitted suicide. 

In April it was reported from Stockholm that the fugitive 
Jews of Berlin who still eluded capture were living ''as vagabonds 

• 

without ration cards and without a fixed place of residence; they 
hide out with whoever dares to shelter them and feed them a bite 
to eat from time to time.'' 

On May 11, 1943, the Nazis announced that Frankfort on 
Main and the entire province of Hessen-Nassau no longer con
tained a single Jew. Meanwhile the Gestapo doubled its patrol of 
the frontiers to prevent any intended victims from escaping the 
fate that was in store for them. A group of Jews who were caught 
attempting to cross from the Reich into occupied Belgium, were 
described by their Ge1n1an to1mentors as ''ragged and torn." Said 
a Nazi newspaper with brutal cynicism: ''The migration mania 
of the Jewish parasites will be nipped in the bud." 

In June, Das Schwarze Korps discovered that there were still 
some Jews living in the Reich in ''privileged wedlock'' with Aryans. 
A new ca1npaign was launched with sound and fury. But by this 
time the Nazis were battling phantoms. The Jewish population 
had, to all intents, vanished from the face of Ge1many. 

IX. Epilogue: Who Has Profited? 
The National Socialist Party program promised the German 

people that when the yoke of ''Jewish capitalism'' was removed, 

• 



trusts and cartels would revert to the state, the people would par
ticipate in the profits of big business, and the German small busi
nessman would inherit the Jewish banks, department stores and 
factories. Fed by these glib assurances, a large part of the lower 
middle class flocked to the Nazi standard. Have the Nazis kept 
their word? 

The elimination of Jews from Geiman economic life was ob
viously to the immediate advantage of their non-Jewish com
petitors. The thousands of Jews in Germany and Austria de
prived of their means of existence (4000 landowners, 25,000 ar
tisans, 10,000 factory owners, 140,000 in trade and coio1nerce, 
3000 in banking, 35,000 in the professions) are proof that a good 
number of Aryans must have profited from the loot. Far over
shadowing this, however, is the dominant fact that ten years of 
Hitlerism have resulted in the greatest concentration of property 
in a few powerful hands that Gexmany has ever known. The large 
Jewish ent~rprises were not divided, but were turned over to lead
ing Get man concerns. The following list affords some idea of the 
actual workings of ''Aryanization:'' 

Jewish Concerns 

Hahnsche Werke A.G. 
(pipe manufacture) 

Wolf, Netter und Jacobi A. G. 
(metal manufacture) 

M. Stem (scrap and metal) 
The stock of Blumenfeld A.G. 

owned by Jews (coal) 
Rawak und Gruenfeld (iron) and con· 

trol of Werschen · Weissenfelser Braun-
kohlen A.G. and Anhaltische Kohlen-
werke, both owned by the Julius 
Petschek Concern 

Aryan Successors 

Mannesmann Roehrenwerke A.G. 

Mannesmann Roehrenwerke A.G. 

Mannesmann and Hoesch 
Krupp 

Flick 

The stock of Eisenhuettenwerke Thale Otto Wolff 
O\\·ned by Oppenheimer in Cologne 

Dr. Cassirer und Co. A.G. Siemens 
(cable factory) 

Control of Aronwerke, Nora-Radio Siernens 
(radio) 

Max Levy G.m.b.H., Berlin Ht1genberg 
(electrical machines) 



Jewish Concerns 
Bachmann und· Ladewig A.G., Chcm

nitz (textiles) 
The Warburg Bank 
The old Bleithroeder banking house 

' 

The Berliner Handelsgesellschaft 

Publishing booses of Rudolf Mos.,e and 
Ullstein 

• 

L. Behrens & Soehne, Hamburg 
S. Merzbach, Offenbach 

Dreyfus in Berlin and Frankfort on 
Main, and Hirschland in Eue,1 , 

Jacquier und Securius, Berlin 

Aryan Successors 
Deutsche Bank 

Haniel 
Hardy & Co. 

• 

(Dresdner Bank Concer11) 
Krupp and Allgemeine 

Elektrizitaets-Gesellschaft 
Franz Eber Verlag (publishing the 

J' oelkische Beobachter) 

Norddeutsche Kreditbank A.G. 
Frankfurter Effekten und Wechsel

bank 
Merch, Fink & Co., Munich 

Richard Lenz 

As for Jewish-owned department and chain stores, · such as 
Tietz, Wertheim, Schocken, Barrasch, which had played a promi
nent part in anti-Jewish propaganda, they were neither dissolved, 

• 

made common property, nor leased to small businessmen. They 
were transferred to large Aryan fir1ns, thus concentrating greater 
wealth in fewer hands than ever before. The small German busi
nessman was forced to stand by and see his promised gold pass into 
the hands of big business. Today the average German must look 
back upon the Nazi pledge of prosperity at the expense of the 
lives and fortunes of a minority, as little more than a pipe-dream . 

• 

• 

• 
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SAAR REGION 

The fate of the small Jewish community in the Saar was 
sealed in 1935 when 91 percent of the population voted for 
union with the Third Reich thereby ending fifteen years of 
League of Nations rule. At Versailles, France had obtained tem
porary control of the Saar coal mines as part compensation for 
the Ge1·111an destruction of mines in Northern France. At the 
expiration of fifteen years a plebiscite was to be held in order 
to allow the population to choose Ge11nan, French, or continued 
League rule. In the interim the laws which were valid in 1918 
were to remain in force, and the Weimar Constitution was never 
introduced. 

On January 1, 1933, there were, in the eight districts of this 
most densely populated area of Europe,· some 4,000 Jews who 
composed 0.56% of the total population. Nearly half of them 
(2,083) lived in Saarbruecken, the capital, while the district of 

Saarlouis harbored 938 Jewish inhabitants. Of the 18 Jewish 
communities, 11 were recognized as institutions of public law. 
The occupational distribution of the Saar Jews was similar to 
that of their brothers in Get many. They were mostly middle 
class merchants in textiles, shoes, cattle and grain; or in the 
paper, clothing, chemical and tobacco industries. In the profes
sions they did not exceed the average in the Reich (28 physi
cians out of 413; 20 lawyers out of 109; and a few teachers and 
judges). After the war, .a number of Jews ~om France and 

. Poland settled in the Saar. 
As in Germany proper, organized Nazi propaganda began 

to make its mark in 1930. Influential newspapers were bought 
up, ~~rious Nazi organizations introduced, systematic attempts 
were made to boycott Jewish enterprises, and Jewish profes
sional men and employees were dismissed from their jobs. And 
in the Saar as well as in Ge1·111any, Hitler's advent to power 
was a decisive turning point. Jews were excluded from the 
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athletic associations, from the unions of war veterans, and fi·ow 
the Winter Aid. The Jewish manager of the Saarbruecken 'l"'he
atre was forced to resign. The professional organization of phy
sicians adopted the Fuehrer principle and promptly sent out a 
questionnaire regarding the parentage of its members. This was 
halted by the governing body of the Saar, which also banned 
the anti-Semitic paper Saarfront. When the bar association re
fused to adopt a resolution asking for the introduction of the 
Aryan paragraph for its members, 35 dissident Nazi lawyers 
resigned and founded an organization of their own. While the 
attitude of officials and judges remained ''correct," except that 
decisions in cases of anti-Jewish activities were very lenient, the 
teachers and students systematically persecuted Jewish pupils . 

. When the League of Nations set up a special., Committee 
for the Saar Problem on January 18, 1934, just a year before 
the plebiscite date, Germany suddenly soft-pedalled anti-Jewish 
propaganda in order to make certain that not~ing would inter
fere with the scheduled election. On the other hand, individual 
Ge1·man public officials, confident of a Reich victory, antici
pated the introduction of Reich anti-Jewish legislation by re
peated announcements that Jewish undertakings would have to 
close by 1935 and that the Jews would have to emigrate. 

Although the Comite des Delegations Juives attempted to as
sure to the Saar Jews the maintenance of their status of legal 
equality, the Reich refused to allo~ any exception to the Gleich~ 
schaltung of the Saar. The fate of the Jews in this particular 
case, was not only linked with that of the political opponents 
of Germany, but also with that of the French nationals living 
in the Saar. 

On December 3rd and 4th, 1934, there was an exchange of 
notes between the French and Get man governments, in which 
both sides bound themselves to give all persons residing in the 
Saar ''every facility to retain or sell their immovable property 
and to remove their movable property free of any charge.'' }"ranee 
also promised, in the case of a plebiscite vote in her favor, to 
grant all inhabitants protection against any discrimination, as 
well as complete legal equality with all. other French citizens, 
if they acquired French nationality. Germany, however, reserved 
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complete freedom as to legislation with regard to nationality, 
agreeing only to delay disa iminatory measures for the period 
of one year. 

On March 1, 19s5, less than two months after the plebiscite, 
Getmany took possession of the Saar, in accordance with the 
Versailles Treaty. On March 16th Germany repudiated the same 
treaty by denouncing its disa11nament clauses. 

According to Ge1many's plebiscite agreement with France, 
the Jews in the Saar were given a period of grace and the oppor
tunity to emigrate. Attempts were, however, made to induce them 
to stay so that their capital would not be transferred abroad. 
The new Gauleiter, Joseph Buerckel, who was later responsible 
for the rapid liquidation of the Jewish community of Vienna, 
issued a statement assuring ''patriotic'' Jews that they would not 
suffer unjust treatment. 1:'hat his word was not taken seriously 
may be seen from the report of the Committee of Internat~onal 
Assistance to Refugees, issued in February, 1936; on the activi
ties of the Nansen Office. According to that agency, 3,000 to 
4,000 refugees from the Saar had passed through their offices. 
Although the percentage of Christian political refugees was cer
tainly larger than elsewhere, it is obvious that the overwhelming 
majority of Jews had left the Saar. 



GERMAN UPPER SILESIA 
• 

Between the advent of ~itler and July 15, 1937 - for four 
and one-half years - there existed within the Third Reich a 
fantastic anomaly, an island of equality within a totalitarian 
sea. On this island, no rabid anti-Semitic propaganda was con
ducted, no copies of Der Stuermer were sold, and Jews, through 

• 

a strange play of fate, were immune from the Nuremberg laws. 
After the partition of Upper Silesia, in accordance with the 

1921 plebiscite, a German-Polish Convention under the aegis of 
the League of Nations was signed at Geneva on May 15, 1922, 
providing for the protection of all minorities in both Polish and 
Ger111an Upper Silesia. A special League machinery was set up 
consisting of a Mixed Commission and Court of Arbitration, in 
addition to the other agencies of the League to assure equal 
treatment for minority groups. This convention was to remain 
in force for 15 years, until July 15, 1937. As a result, for more 
than four years after Hitler came to power, German Upper 
Silesia was at the same time under totalitarian German rule and 
under the democratic supervision of the League of Nations. 

Germany, after making an unsuccessful · attempt at the 
Gleichschaltung of the area, decided for political reasons to 
stand by her obligations under the Geneva Convention, espe
cially as the expiration of the Convention would lift the magic 
circle which protected German Upper Silesia and give Hitlerism 
a free hand. 

At the time of the partition, there were in Upper Silesia 
about 10,000 persons of Jewish faith, about three-fourths of one 
percent of the population. About one-third of them were born 
in the now Polish part and had opted for Germany. 0£ the 2 2 

Jewish settlements, the largest were in the towns of Beuthen, 
where they comprised 3.1 per cent of the city's population, Glei
witz and Hindenburg. They were a comparatively well-to-do 
part of Ge11nan Jewry. About three-quarters of them were en-
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gaged in commerce, and thirteen percent were in industry and 
handicraft. The rest earned their livelihood as professional men 
or public employees. Their number declined during the first 
years after the war, and they were hard hit by the depression, 
so that by 1933, of a total population of 9,228, 12.5 percent were 
on relief. 

The establishment of the National Socialist regime in Ger
many, immediately resulted in the introduction by the govern
ment of Upper Silema of all those anti-Jewish regulations already 
enforced in the Reich, regarding Jewish public employees, par
ticipation of Jews in cultural life, admission to schools, dismissal 
of private employees, and boycott. Thereupon one Franz Bern
heim, as a member of the Jewish minority in Upper Silesia, 
backed by the Committee of Jewish Delegations, petitioned the 
League of Nations on May 22, 1933, that the Geiman policy be 
declared as contrary to the terms of the Geneva Convention. 
Keller, the Ge11nan representative, admitted at the Council's 
meeting of May 26th that Germany's international obligations 
could not be set aside by internal legislation. He placed the 
blame at the door of ''subordinate organs acting under a mis
taken interpretation of the laws." But when the Council report 
was drafted in this sense, Keller declared that he was not in a 
position to accept this report, and expressed his doubts whether 
it came within the League's jurisdiction. A Committee of Jurists 
of the League rejected the German interpretation. The: report, 
drafted on the basis .of Keller's original declaration, was adopted 
on June 6, 1933. The hope was expressed, however, that the 
Council would never again be called upon to _

1
deal with such 

petitions from Upper Silesia. · 
So it happened that, while everywhere else in Ge1many Jews 

were being reduced to the state of pariahs, the fortunate few 
in Upper Silesia continued to enjoy equal rights, to practice 
medicine and law, and to hold office. · As a matter of fact, be
tween 1933 and 1936, Jews were appointed to new official posts. 
Jewish merchants were even permitted to accept vouchers on 
the State Winter Relief and on the National Socialist People's 
Welfare. · 

As the deadline for the expiration of the Convention ap-
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proached, a considerable number of Jews had the foresight to 
emigrate. But by the end of 1936, 7,700 still remained . 

• 

Fifteen days before the Geneva Convention expired, a decree 
was enacted by the Reich for the immediate introduction into 
Upper Silesia of all anti-Jewish laws decreed for Germany dur
ing the preceding four and a half years. It provided that Jewish 
officials were to be dismissed by August 31st, part-Jews by De
cember 31, 1937. Citizenship acquired by Jews between November 
9, 1918, and January 30, 1933, became subject to revocation. 

Precisely at midnight on July 15th, the first copies of Streich
er's Der Stuermer appeared on the streets of Upper Silesia. By 
August the pogroms began. The fate of the small Jewish com
munity of Upper Silesia has since completely merged with that 
of their brethren in other pa1 ts of the Reich . 

• 
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DANZIG 

Before the First World War, the Jewish community in the 
Baltic seaport of Danzig boasted no outstanding characteristics. 
The majority of its members were occupied in the trade which 
served the province of Western Prussia, Danzig's hinterland. 
There were few cases of great wealth among them and as little 
extreme poverty. Attracted to the western parts of the Empire 
their number slowly but steadily decreased, from 3,000 or about 
3·5% of the total population in 1861, to 2,400 or approximately 
1.5% of the population in 1910. 

The Versailles Treaty restored to Danzig the status of Free 
City, thus focusing on this rather insignificant Baltic port the 
limelight of public interest. As neither Poland nor Germany were 
to control the mouth of the Vistula, Danzig together with its 
immediate surroundings became a separate entity under the 
direct supervision of the League of Nations. A democratic con
stitution, providing certain minority rights which were under 
international guarantee came into force on July 12, 1922. All 
possible measures, such as a customs union with Poland and an 
independent currency, were taken to insure Danzig's position 
in the economic life of the Baltic area. The Free City looked 
forward to a stable and prosperous future. 

These conditions caused a considerable influx of Jews. Some 
were German citizens who preferred to become subjects of Danzig 
rather than of Poland; some were refugees from Soviet Russia, 
but mainly they were Polish nationals who were assured the 
right of free settlement on the territory of the Free City by the 
Versailles Treaty. By 1923 the Jewish population of Danzig had 
increased to 7 ,300, and in the following year it had grown to 
9,200 (2.4 percent) of whom only 2,500 were of old Danzig 
stock. These figures continued to fluctuate for economic reasons. 
In 1929 there were about 7,800 Jews in Danzig; in 1933, they 
numbered some 10,000. 

It was only natural that Danzig, with a German element of 
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more than 95 percent, should be deeply affected by the ;tdvent 
of Hitler. The German government and the National Socialist 
Party did everything in their power to absorb into the orbit 
of their influence first the electorate and later the Free City itself. 
However, it was not until the first shots of ,vorld War II that 
Hitler annexed Danzig. For six years the Free City was to see 
a period of incessant political struggle, between the officials of 
the League of Nations, and the Nazi-controlled local parliament, 
the Volkstag. 

Elections to the Volkstag were held on May 28, 1933, four 
months after Hitler became Reich Chancellor. The Nazi Party 
polled about the same percentage as in Germany, electing thirty
eight deputies out of seventy-two. Two months later, again with 
Germany as an example, the Volkstag voted a Law of Full 
Powers which gave the now Nazified Senate a free hand as far 
as internal control was concerned. In line with the new political 
course of the Reich, the new government hastened to effect a 
reconciliation with Poland, thus eliminating any effective inter
ference on the part of Danzig's neighbor. The stage was set for 
National Socialism, and for the gradual reduction of the Danzig 
Jews to the status of pariahs. 

During the first two years, the new leaders restricted them
selves to such measures as could be carried out without open 
breach of the letter of the constitution. Reorganization of the 
professions by the introduction of the Fuehrer principle, accord-
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ing to which all Jewish representatives were ousted from the 
boards, made the admission of new non-Aryan members prac
tically impossible. With the support of Storm Troopers and of 
Hitler Youth, boycotts were organized against Jewish shops. In 
these and similar cases of anti-Jewish demonstrations,· the police 
held themselves aloof. Destitute Jews were denied help by the 
Winter Aid, although it was supported by the taxes and volun
tary contributions of all elements of the population. The authori
ties, during this period, still made a pretense of acknowledging 
the constitution. They even issued a reassuring statement to the 
Zionist Congress held in Prague in 1933. Further assurances of 
moderation were expressed as late as July t, 1934 by Her1nann 
Rauschning, who retired in the fall of that year as President of 



the Danzig Senate, apparently in opposition to the more radical 
elements of the Nazi machine headed by Gauleiter Forster and 
Senate Vice-President Greiser. 

Spurred by victory in the Saar plebiscite, Germany hoped 
to achieve the same end in Danzig through an electoral triumph 
which would enable them to dissolve the Volkstag and over
throw the constitution. They failed significantly. In the election 
of April 7, 1935, they received only 57% of the vote and elected 
only 43 of the 72 deputies. Denied the opportunity for changing 
the constitution the Nazi majority nevertheless decided to take 
matters into its own hands. The Senator of Justice said: 

''One cannot make law here as in Germany, but admin
istrative measures will be adopted which will lead to the same 
results." 

• 

For the first time Danzig Jews suffered open attack. Jewish mer
chants who came as usual to the St. Dominic market, were herded 
off to a side street and picketed by Storm Troopers. In August, 
1935, the authorities stated that they would accept no responsi
bility for ''measures of subordinate officials." That year two 
Jewish petitions regarding the situation in Danzig were laid 
before the Council of the League of Nations. The result was 
a recommendation on the part of the Council which did not 
change matters in Danzig. 

Although the Senate on May 5, 1936, amended certain of 
its fo1mer decrees which the Council and the Permanent Court 
of International Justice had declared contrary to the constitu
tion, the following day saw the publication of regulations for 
the admission to judicial office, the bar, and the civil service which 
prescribed that the candidate must be acceptable ''with regard 
to his personality." This proviso was obviously meant to cover 
the exclusion of non-Aryans. 

The year 1937 brought marked deterioration in the field of 
Jewish economic rights, with the introduction of a law requiring 
a pe1·mi t for the founding, expansion, or transfer of shops or 
handicraft establishments, including even those obtained through 
inheritance. Jews could obtain no such permits. Pressure was 
brought to bear on the owners of buildings to deny or to dis-



continue leases for co101nercial and professional premises held 
by Jews. Autumn of the year (October 25, 1937) saw the first 
pogrom. Jews were beaten, the windows of nearly all Jewish 
shops were smashed, and several stores were destroyed. Although 
Greiser deemed it necessary to apologize for these events, Danzig 
at the beginning of the fateful year 1938 embarked on a ''tax
pogrom." Revenue officials appeared in the· premises of Jewish 
industrialists an~ merchants, probed their ledgers, often for 
weeks, and always found a pretext to inflict tremendous fines, in 
one particular case 1,250,000 gulden, which resulted in the 
suicide of the owner of the firm. Delinquent taxes were col
lected with utmost severity. Jewish customers who happened to 
be present at the time of investigation were searched and their 
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money confiscated for alleged tax-debts. All Je~ish employees 
were dismissed and the Jewish Employment Office closed. On 
January 1, 1939, Danzig openly joined the Labor Front of the· 
German Reich. Jews were ejected from seaside resorts, they were 
forbidden to enter theatres and the public library, and generally 
were not permitted to go out after nightfall. 

The Free City joined wholeheartedly in the pogrom of No
vember, 1938. The synagogue of Zoppot was set on fire and that 
of Langfuhr wrecked. The time was becoming ripe. On No
vember 21 the Nuremberg Laws were introduced in clear viola
tion of the constitution. Jewish lawyers and do~tors were told 
to wind up their affairs by the end of February, 1939. 

By the end of 1938, 3,000 to 4,000 Jews had already left 
Danzig. Now the Jewish community undertook to ar·range for 
wholesale emigration. All real estate owned by the community, 
including the synagogue, passed into the hands of the Free City. 
Measures were taken to pool Jewish financial resources in order 
to support the emigration of the pauperized members. In March, 
1939, a ship ca11·ying five hundred Jews left Danzig; another 
transport followed and the evacuation would have been ca1·1·ied 
through according to plan. But on September 1, 1939, as the 
German Reichstag heard Hitler's declaration of war, his armies 
marched into Danzig and Poland. The same day, after six years 
of tut 1noil, Danzig was annexed by the Reich. The remainder 
of the Danzig Jews were later deported to Polish ghettos. 



AUSTRIA 

I. Ba~kground • 

German occupation brought swift destruction to perhaps the 
most brilliant Jewish community in pre-Hitler Europe. It was of 
Viennese Jews that a well known author wrote: 

''In their customs, their appearance, their spiritual qualities 
they formed one of the finest strata of society in the world. 
They were neither narrow-minded nor boastful; they kept 
'their eyes and hearts directed to the rest of Europe, felt with 
justification that they were an elite dating from the old empire. 
There is no need to enumerate the famous names in art, science 
and industry which this small group of scarcely 200,000 people 
has given to the world.'' 

For the record, however, it would be well to recall some of 
those who have had great influence on Austria and the surround
ing countries but are comparatively unknown in the United States: 
Karl Kraus, editor of Fackel; the great newspaper1nen, Moritz 
Benedikt, Moritz Szeps, and the Singer brothers, the pianist Alfred 
Gruenfeld, the sociologist Josef Popper-Lynkeus; the historian 
Heinrich Friedjung, among many others. And a group of brilliant 
representatives of the Jewish intelligentsia active between 1870 

and 1910, who contributed an important part of the essence that 
was Vienna, including the professor of law Karl Gruenhut, the 
actor Adolf Sonnenthal, the composer Karl Goldmark, the states
men Josef Unger and Emil Steinbach. Freud and Schnitzler belong 
to this group, although they were still alive after the war. Gustav 
Mahler, Moritz Rosenthal and Erich Wolfgang Komgold are 
names known wherever music is heard, as are Max Reinhardt and 
Elizabeth Bergner in the world of the theatre. After Anschluss, 
Professor Namier, a British scholar wrote: 

''The Jews form the greater part of Vienna's educated and 
well-to-do inhabitants ... with these men ... the best part of 
what the world was accustomed to consider Viennese culture 
will be laid to rest.'' 



The bright traditions of this culture were ~ep~ alive through
out the tempests of the post-war period not only by the intelli
gence and enthusiasm of Jewish scholars, authors, playwrights, 
composers and publishers, but also by the thousands of middle
class and proletarian Jews who fot'med the bulk of the audiences 
and reading public. Rarely if ever had a Jewish group as such 
played so significant a role in the service of mutual understanding 
and good will between their country and the world. Through 
their influence the window toward the western democracies was 
kept open until March 1938. 

By and large, Austrian Jews were Viennese Jews. Before 1918, 
Vienna, capital of the Habsburg Monarchy, ~ad little in common 
with the Alpine provinces. Vienna's Ge1·man elements derive 
mostly from what later became known as the Sudetenland and all 
the peoples of the monarchy as well were represented in the popu
lation of the metropolis. When the old fortress grew into a modem 
capital and attracted considerable numbers of Jews from the Hahs- · 
burg provinces of Bohemia, Moravia and Galicia, and from 
Hungary, the Alpine districts received practically none of them. 
Even in a period of liberalism and prosperity these lands offered 
few opportunities for Jewish settlement. A quite anomalous dis
tribution of the Jewish population was thus created, when in 1919 
the treaty of St. Ge11nain made of Vienna and the Alpine provinces 
the Republic of Austria. No less than 93% of the Jewish popula
tion was concentrated in Vienna proper, and at least 3% more in 
its immediate vicinity. There were scarcely any Jews in the western 
part of the new republic and none of the federal states of Upper 
Austria, Salzburg, Tyrol, Vorarlberg, Carinthia had more than 
0.1% Jews. 

The seven communities of the former Hungarian Burgenland, 
with a Jewish population of 3,000, were notable aniong Austria's 
25 Jewish settlements. In 1937 the Jewish population of Austria 
numbered 192,000, or 2.83% of the total. 

The tidal wave of anti-Semitism which has today engulfed 
Europe, or~ginated in Vienna, the same city which saw the renais
sance of Jewish national feeling. After the unification of Germany 
in 1871, the growth of Pan-Ge1·manism saw the development in 
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Austria of a strong political movement headed by Georg vo11 

Schoenerer, which made anti-Semitism an inherent part of its 
Pan-Ge1·n1anic program. As a counterpoise to this movement, then 
regarded as treasonable, Karl Lueger founded the Christian So
cialist Party with its own brand of anti-Semitism, minus the racist 
dogma that was embarrassing to the Catholic church. 

Thirty years ago, this agitation for a Greater Germany and 
agains~ tJie Jews, left an indelible imprint on the warped conscious
ness of an inmate of a flophouse in the twent_ieth district of Vienna, 
who later, as the Fuehrer of the Third Reich, was to give this pro
gram a consummation beyond the wildest dreams of his precursors. 
The same seeds bore a different fruit too. At the turn of the cen
tury they inspired the young Viennese journalist, Theodor Herzl, 
to project his lofty plan for the national resurrection of the Jewish 
people through the reconstruction of a homeland in Palestine. 
Thus Vienna fostered all the elements which were to make the 
twentieth century so fateful in the age-old history of the Jewish 
people, and gave to its urbane Jewish community a unique bril
liance whose heritage no barbarism can efface. 

The dissolution of the Danubian Empire and the political ten
sion which characterized its post-war history, made great inroads 
into the economic life and nerve centers of the Jewish community. 
Prosperity and spiritual well-being were not compatible with con
stant uncertainty and unrest. The anti-Semitic excesses of various 
short-lived rightist groups during the early twenties were followed 
by the growth of the Heimwehr, and the rise of Nazism, which 
had first reared its head in Vienna with the assault on the Zionist 
Congress in 1925. The year 1934 brought open civil war, which 
was succeeded by unsuccessful attempts to appease Hitler and 
finally by the familiar events leading to Anschluss. 

In this light, it is not surprising that by 1937 the Jewish birth
rate in Austria was probably the lowest anywhere on record, 
amounting to only 4 per thousand. As far back as 1927, the annual 
decline of the Jewish population was over 2000. In 1936, 1,100 
children attained school age; two years later the figure had 
dropped to 882, and it was estimated that, without Anschluss, 
their number in 1940 would have been only 6go. Emigration and 
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conversion played a comparatively s1nall role in this process. Al
though during the period between September 1, 1932 and April 
30, 1936, Jewish agencies supported the emigration of 5,500 ·per
sons, only 1,838 were of Austrian domicile and only 734 were 
Austrian citizens. Conversions were increasingly balanced by re
turns to Judaism. Thus in 1932 there were 805 conversions, and 
2go reconversions, while in 1934 the numbers practically ca,ncelled 
each other, as there were 586 conversions and 58o returned to the 
Jewish faith. 

Vienna, once brain and heart for the life of 51 million subjects 
of the Dual Monarchy, was never able to recover from the blow 
which reduced it to a metropolis without a hinterland other than 
32,000 square miles of mainly mountainous territory. Her industry 
and banking had no outlet and were strangled by tariff barriers 
and bans erected by the new states of the Danubian basin. This 
decay seriously affected the commercial middle-class and the petty 
merchants who found increasing numbers of competitors among 
dismissed employees of the big concerns. The same held true for 
the professions, as the wave of Ger1nan-speaking state officials, 
ar 1ny officers and their families, who having elected Austrian 
citizenship after the collapse of the monarchy, swa1med into 
Austria. 

Jews of ~e younger generation made a feeble attempt at ad
justing themselves to the changed conditions of life. In 1928 the 
University of Vienna still had 2,204 Jewish students. In 1936 the 
figure was cut almost in half (1,553). Only 13% of the Jewish 
youth were pupils of commercial schools, as compared to the 51 % 
of adults occupied in commerce. Unfortunately, this shift to handi
craft and skilled manual work did not provide them with brighter 
prospects. In Austria, too, unemployment had become the basic 
problem. In 1937, while 45% of the non-Jews, supporting on an 
average one person, were gainfully employed, only 36.5% of the 
Jews could earn a livelihood,. and had to support an average. of 
two persons. Lack of work beca1ne an important political factor 
and promoted economic anti-Semitism. Between 1929 and 1937 
the number of taxpayers in the Jewish community fell from 60,000 
to 45,000. By 1935 there were in Vienna 59,000 unemployed Jews 
and 65,000 destitute Jews (including family members) who de
pended on the support of charitable agencies. 
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It was a greatly weakened Austrian Jewry that had to face the 
eradication of the third Jewish settlement in Vienna the first 
having been destroyed by the Vienna Gesera of 1421, the second in 
1670. 

• 

II. Uruler Nai Rule 
A few days after Austria had been occupied by the German 

Army, G. E. R. Gedye, the New York Times correspondent in 

• 

Vienna, wrote: · · 

''In a fortnight the Jews have been brought under an in
finitely more severe regime than was reached in Germany after 
a year. That is why the daily list of suicides is so great, for the 
Jews are exposed to arrest, plunder, deprivation of their oppor
tunity for a livelihood, and mob fury." 

Three elements distinguished the anti-Jewish policy for Aus
tria from that of Germany. As has already been seen, the new 
policy was to mark the beginning of the decisive period of annihi
lation of all Jewry under Nazi rule. It accelerated the pace of 
anti-Jewish measures already in force in Ge1·many. It introduced 
far more ruthless treatment in order to speed the exodus of the 
Jews; and it brought significant experiments in the tomplete elim
ination of the Jews from all economic and professional activiti~s; 
experiments which a few months later became law for the Reich 
as well as the newly seized parts of Czechoslovakia, and which 

• 

today are universal throughout Nazi Europe. 
As early as 1938, no less than three distinct waves of organized 

terror were directed against Austrian Jewry. The first, which 
began immediately after the invasion, was characterized by forcing 
Jews of both sexes to do such demeaning labor as cleaning bar
racks and latrines, and by the ruthless expulsion of Jews from 
provincial towns. In Burgenland, 51 Jews guarded by Stor1n 
Troopers, were brought by boat to a breakwater in the Danube 
River. There they were left without food, warm clothing or iden
tification papers. The purpose was to drive them into Czecho
slovakian territory. This was the first attempt on the part of a 
state to deport citizens to a foreign land. A few weeks later, fol
lowed mass arrests of Jews who were seized in the streets and 

• 
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sent to German concentration camps. In November 1938 the 
great pogrom was thoroughly and ruthlessly carried out in Austria. 
These events resulted in an unprecedenteci wave of suicides. A 
neutral diplomat said: 

''I no longer try to prevent Jews from committing suicide 
because there is absolutely no hope fqr them." 

Immediately after occupation the total number of suicides 
was already estimated at several thousand, and in a single day 150 
Jews were buried. (The average for 1937 was 8-9 daily burials.) 

It is interesting to note that Austria's first anti-Semitic decree 
was issued a few days before German occupation. Hitler's hench
man, Arthur Seyss-Inquart, who had been forced on Schuschnigg 
as Minister of the Interior, returned from Berlin with Himmler's 
01·(le1·s: All mayors throughout Austria must cease collaborating 
with priests in baptizing Jews whose citizenship was questionable. 
After Anschluss, the Reich's legislative machinery worked with 
a rapidity hitherto unknown. On March 15th the Jews were for
bidden to display the German flag. The next day regulations for 
holding the mock plebiscite to decide the question of union with 
Ger·many excluded the Jews from participation, on the basis of 
the Nuremberg Laws which were only officially introduced in 
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Austria on May 20th. As a matter of fact, not only t!te National 
Socialist Party, but even administrative authorities and judges did 
not wait for the publication of anti-Jewish laws in the official 
gazette, a process which was not COJllpleted until September 1938. 

While the complete ''coordination'' of Austria was feverishly 
carried out, Jews were not admitted to the Reichsvertretung of 
the German Jews. Nor were they allowed to have a Jewish 
K ulturbund of their own. The operation of the racial laws in 

• 
Vienna hit hard at an important part of high Austrian society. 
According to the correspondent of the New York Times: 

''The strict application of the Nuremberg Laws, which 
are already put into operation, will mean a revolution .... In 
fact, tl1e revolution is already visible. The strict application of 
the grandmother clause will eliminate a large proportion of 

· the scions of families now deemed notable and honored accord
ingly." 
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The Nazis never concealed the fact that they intended to anni
hilate the Jewish settlement in Ostmark, as they had rena111ed 
Austria. As early as March 26, 1938, at a mass meeting three weeks 

. before the plebiscite, Goering announced that Vienna must be 
free of all Jews within four years. However, even the sudden 
plunge to the state of pariahs would not have driven the majority 
of Austrian Jews into exile, but for the policy of expropriation 
that went with it. It was in Austria that the Nazis first appointed 
their Party men as ''cornmissars'' or trustees of Jewish concer11s. 
Simultaneously all restrictive regulations were put into force. As 
in the Reich, Austrian Jews were told to make out detailed reports 
of all their property as of April 26,1938, and thereafter the process 
of expropriation became identical for both countries. It is signifi
cant that only 20% of the small shops and factories in Jewish 

• 

possession became Aryanized, thus making way for the concentra-
tion in Nazi hands of trade and industry throughout Austria. 
Jewish employees and workers were dismissed and deprived of 
any possibility of earning a livelihood. The purging of business
men and professionals followed. By the fall of 1939, 65% of the 
remaining Jews were dependent on the support of the Jewish 

• community. . 
Eighteen months after annexation, when the Geiman a11nies 

marched into Poland, there still remained in Austria 55,000 des
perate and destitute Jews, with no hope of emigration. The war 
brought to an end the unparalleled pace of Jewish emigration 
from Vienna, although some were still able to flee. The attack 
on Pearl Harbor closed the last avenue of escape. Ge1many how
ever, had its own solution for the problem of emigration. Thus, 
as far back as October._ 1939, a ''removal order'' (Uebersiedlungs
aktion), at that time limited to able-bodied destitute men, was 
addressed to the Jewish community. These men were removed to 
occupied Poland. The expulsions, which were temporarily dis
continued after several weeks, were, for the first time, connected 
with the undisguised expropriation of all property and the loss 
of citizenship. 

The.spring of 1941 still found 49,000 Jews in Vienna. A year 
later, there were only 30,000 living under steadily deteriorating 
conditions. By July their number had been reduced to about 15,-



000., and in mid-August some 10,000. A careful examination of the 
Vienna ]uedisches Nachrichtenblatt for the spring and summer of 
1942 reveals that the following methods were being used to liquid
ate the remnants of the Viennese Jewish community: deportation 
of the able-bodied, including those of middle age, for forced labor; 
planned annihilation of the others by starvation rations, ''mercy 
killings'' in institutions, and induced suicides. Within the short 
space of 82 days, the ]uedisches Nachrichtenblatt recorded 502 
burials in a population of between 10,000 and 15,000. This 
amounts to a rise of more than rooo% over the norma·l death rate. 
In the sa1ne period, there were practically no deaths among infants 
and small children, a fact which is scarcely surprising in view of 
the announcement as early as the fall of 1941 that no Jewish baby 
had been born in Vienna in more than r8 months. 

In October 1942 the Viennese Jewish community was dissolved 
and its functions transferred to a Council of Elders (Aeltestenrat), 
·which was given jurisdiction over all persons regarded as Jewish 
under the Nuremberg laws, irrrspective of their religious affilia
tio11. Membership is compulsory for all who are defined as Jewish, 
including baptized women whose husbands are Aryan (the so
called ''privileged mixed marriage''). According to a recent Nazi 
order, all persons registered with the Aeltestenrat must be buried 
in the Jewish cemetery, even if they are of Christian faith. The 
only concession made is that, on the express wish of the next of 
kin, a Christian priest may officiate at the burial services at the 
Jewish cemetery. 

By the, beginning of 1943, a few institutions for the aged, and 
overcrowded apartments in several narrow streets harbored the 
last of the community which was once the third largest in Europe. 
After five years of Nazi rule, Vienna had become another tomb
stone in Hitler's European cemetery. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

I. Introduction 
In the Republic of Czechoslovakia, fathered by Thomas 

Masaryk, the Jewish people enjoyed complete civil, political and 
religious equality. What is more, the so-called Jewish problem 
was practically non-~xistent. The Czechoslovak Republic as con
stituted at the Peace Conference, comprised the so-called historical 
lands of the Czech people, Bohemia and Moravia-Silesia, and the 
provinces of Slovakia and Sub-Carpathian Rutheni~. In a total 
population of about 14,500,000, persons of Jewish faith numbered 
356,830 or just under 2~ percent (according to the 1930 census). 
Jews were also permitted to declare themselves to be of Jewish 
nationality, a privilege of which 204,779, or about 57% availed 
themselves. About 25% chose C~ech nationality, while those who 
identified themselves more closely with German or Magyar culture 
and language, elected Ge11nan or Magyar nationality. The free 
choice of nationality was in keeping with the spirit of the Minori
ties Treaty which Czechoslovakia signed in 1919. For it must be 
remembered that Czechoslovakia combined within itself a diver
sity of peoples and traditions, and that these differences were mir
rored in the Jewish population too. 

The Jews of the historical provinces of Bohemia and Moravia-. 
Silesia, numbering in all 117,551 (1930 census), had lived there 
for centuries and had become greatly assimilated. An indica
tion of the high degree of assimilation in the for1,,er Austrian ter1·i
tories may be seen from the prevalence of intermarriage. 

These provinces held the bulk of the industries and resources 
of the Republic. The population as a whole was mainly urban; 
more than half of those gainfully occupied worked in industry, 
commerce, finance, or insurance, less than one-fifth were farmers. 
The Jews, as a predominantly urban population, were associated 
with trade and industry to an even higher degree. Nearly half of 
the Jewish population of Bohemia (35,425 out of 76,301, accord-



ing to the 1930 census) lived in e and was mainly upper and 
middle class.·As employees they fo11ned only a very small propor· 
tion of those employed in the stone, glass, textile, building mining 
industries, in the foundries and hardware factories; as proprietors 
they were concentrated in the basic industries upon which the 
economy of the Czech provinces rested. In the civil service the Jews 
were negligible numerically.but they held a number of the higher 
and more responsible positions. 

The Jewish minority participated actively in the political life 
of the country. Shortly before the procla1nation of Czechoslovak 
independence, a Jewish National Council was for1ned in Prague. 
Among its leading members were Hugo Bergmann, Max Brod, 
and Ludwig Singer. Later the Jewish minority was represented in 
the Prague municipal council, as well as in the district and pro
vincial councils. After 1929, ~e Jewish Party elected two repre
sentatives to parliament, where as ''guest members'' of the Czecho
slovak Social Democratic Labor Party, they joined the government 
coalition. The Jewish Party included within its fold Zionists, non
Zionists and a considerable proportion of orthodox Jews. ''Non
national'' Jews, that is those who professed Jewish faith only, 
chose their places in the various other parties. 

The Jewish community of Prague was one of the oldest in 
Central Europe and wielded great influence over the other com
munities. All were supervised by the Supreme Council of Jewish 
Communities. Contributions and membership fees were assessed 
upon all those who professed the Jewish religion. Concerned 
mainly with welfare work, the communal organizations were to 
prove invaluable when Ger1nan refugees streamed into Czecho
slovakia. 

Czechoslovak Jewry boasted a number of influential period
icals such as Selbstwehr of Prague, ]uedische Volksstimme of Brno 
and 2.idovske zp,·dvy, all of which were Zionist in c~aracter; 
while Rozt,oj represented the cause of religious reform within ' 
the framework of Czechoslovak culture. 

In Slovakia, which under Hungarian rule had remained back
ward and agrarian compared to the Czech provinces, the pattern 
of Jewish communal.life was modelled after that of Hungary. In 
all there were 1s6,737 Jews in this province, of whom 72,678 elected 
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Jewish nationality in 19!0. In 1920 a Union of Orthodox Com
munities was established with headquarters in Bratislava where 
the reform and the so-called status quo communities of Slovakia 
also maintained their central offices. Reflecting the cultural dif
ferences which existed among the Jews of Slovakia was the 
Jewish press, which consisted of thre~ Yiddish publications, three 
in the German language, one in Hungarian and one ~n Slovak. 
The Jewish newspaper with the largest reading public was the 
Getman-language Allgemeine ]uedische Zeitung of Bratislava. Un
der Hungarian rule, the educational system of Slovakia had been 
quite primitive; under the Czechoslovak Republic great progress 
was soon made. In 1918 there were only 140 public schools in the 
province; by 1935 there were 3,277; under Hungarian rule there 
were no Slovak high schools; by 1935, there were 49 high schools 
and ~95 junior high schools. Among the Jewish population illiter
acy dropped from 5.49 per cent in 1921 to _1.92 per cent in 1930. 

In the urban economy the Jewish population played a more 
visible role in Slovakia than in the Czech provinces because of the 
undeveloped state of the Slovak middle class. In this milieu, the 
Jews were not nearly as much assimilated as their neighbors 
in Bohemia. 

Finally, there were more than 100,000 Jews in the province of 
Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia (102,542 according to the 1930 census) . 
In this mountain region, the most backward area of Central 
Europe, the Jews constituted more than 14 percent of the total 
population (compared to only 2.42 percent in the entire republic). 
Here Jews and Ruthenians alike lived isolated lives amid the re
mote plateaus of the Carpathian mountains. Among the Jews of 
this province, piety and superstition were blended in a way of life 
which to this day continues to recall the medieval past. The Jews 
of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia retained their traditional garb and 
customs; they remained distinctive and different. Practically all 
of them were orthodox; intermarriage was virtually unknown; as
similation inconceivable. Yet they lived at peace with their peasant 
neighbors and many of them tilled the soil. In fact, the proportion 
of peasants amo·ng the Jews of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia was 
greater than anywhere else in Europe. What has happened to this 
branch of European Jewry 'since the outbreak of the war is still 
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a complete mystery. Following the Ce1111an occupation of Prague 
in March 1939, the province of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia was oc
cupied by Hungary, its former master. Since then practically noth
ing has been heard from the Jewish population of more than 
100,000 souls. 

II. The Protectorate oJ Bohemia-Morm,ia 

In the half year interval between the Munich pact and the 
Gern1an occupation of Pragu~, the Jewish population of the Czech 
provinces had cause enough to read the handwriting on the wall. 
Since the annexation of Austria in March 1938, Jewish refugees 
had been pouring into the country from Germany and Austria, 
and after Munich from the Sudetenland as well. By the end of 
1938 there were 129,500 Jews in Bohemia-Moravia, of whom some 
20,000 were recent refugees. When the Germans conducted a cen· 
sus in October 1939, they recorded 90,147 Jews in the Protectorate 
of whom 80,139 professed the Jewish faith, the remainder being 
Jewish by German definition. The drop of nearly 50,000 in the 
Jewish population in less than one year was caused by the follow· 
ing factors: about 46,000 emigrated, and of these 7 ,ooo did so 
illegally; about 2,000 were deported to Poland in October 1939; 
and finally deaths exceeded births by 2,000. The same German 
census reve~ed that 46,170 Jews, more than half of the Jewish 
population, were concentrated in Prague. 

Since the German-recorded census of October 1939, little in· 
deed has remained of the Jewish community as it existed before 
the establishment of the Protectorate of Bohemia-Moravia. The 
agony of the Jewish population is irrevocably linked with three 
Ger111an names: First there was Baron Konstantin von Neurath, 
Hitler's original choice as Reich Protector; then Reinhard Hey· 
drich who succeeded him to enforce a ''fi1mer'' policy, and third 
S.S. Leader and Police General Kurt Daluege, who stepped into 
the shoes of the slain Hangman. Under von Neurath, who wa! 
appointed Reich Protector on March 19, 1939, came the laws which 
deprived Jews of their civil and political rights, excluded them 
from the Czech economy and confiscated their property. Under 
Heydrich, the physical destruction of the Jewish population began. 
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Heydrich replaced von Neurath on September 25, 1941. A short 
time before, on September 1st, he had, in his capacity as Deputy 
Minister of the Interior, promulgated the decree which compelled 
Jews to wear the Star of David. As the new Protector of Bohen1ia· 
Moravia, Heydrich began by closing synagogues on the ground 

• 
that Jews were fomenting unr~st and utilizing their houses of wor· 
ship as nests of conspiracy against the Reich. At Heydrich's direc· 
tion many synagogues were converted into motion picture theatres 
and museums. It was Heydrich, too, who decreed that the ancient 
prison town of Terezin become a Jewish concentration camp and 
depot for deportation to Poland. The reign of terror which the 
Gest~po Chieftain introduced as soon as he took office, was marked 
by about 1500 executions between September 28th and November 
30, 1941 alone. During that period, 324 names of Heydrich's vic
tims were published, and of this number 52 were Jewish. When 
Heydrich ;was assassinated in May 1942, and followed by Daluege, 
the latter struck in swift retaliation, ordering the mass execution 
of hostages: for Czechs the firing squad; for Jews the gallows. Be
tween June 27th and July 3, 1942, no less than 535 persons were 
known to have been slain on Daluege's orders. Of 750 persons 
executed after July 3rd, 62 were Jews. The Geiman-published list 
of victims showed that a large proportion were professors, teachers, 
engineers, judges, lawyers, civil servants, physicians and other rep
resentatives of the Czech intelligentsia. The death list included 
two seventeen-year-old boys and a woman of 75. That is how 
Daluege made his debut as Reich Protector, proving both to Hitler 
and to the population of Bohemia-Moravia, Christian and Jewish 
alike, that the removal of Heydrich meant only the continuation 
of Gestapo terror with greater brutality. · 

For the Jewish population, the campaign of mass murder which 
Heydrich instituted and his successor followed, was but one stage 
on the road to annihilation. From the moment Czechoslovak. in-

. 

dependence ended, the German machinery of oppression went to 
work to reduce the Jews of Bohemia-Moravia to the status of 
pariahs. Anti-Jewish legislation in the Protectorate was patterned 
for the most part after the laws already introduced in the Third 
Reich. With one novel twist, however: in Bohemia-Moravia there 
are two distinct anti-Jewish codes, one handed down in the name 



of the Reich by the ''Protector'i; the other promuigated by the 
puppet Czech government. This dual legal apparatus en~bles the 
Reich to monopolize any sphere of anti-Jewish action which it 
wishes to reserve for itself, while at the same time delegating to 
the Hacha ''government'' such Jewish matters as are of local con
ce1n only. 

The major anti-Jewish decrees promulgated in the name of the 
Reich Protector dealt with the following subjects: 

(1) The status of Jewish property Qune 21, 1939). 
(2) The displacement of Jewish employees (Oc~ober 23,. 1939 

and September 14, 1940). 
(3) The elimination of Jews from economic life Q anuary 

26, 1940). . 
(4) The status of Jews and Jewish organizations (ordinance. 

of March 5, 1940 which concentrated the handling of intra
Jewish affairs in the Central Office for Jewish Emigration 
in Prague). 

(5) The tenancy of Jews (October 7, 1940 and February 5, 
1941). 

(6) The protection of ''German blood and honor'' (February 
16, 1940). . 

(7) The wearing of the Star of David (September 1, 1941). 
(8) The notorious edict of February 16, 1942 ''concerning 

measures for the allocation of Jews in closed settlements." 
The last spelled the prison fortress of Terezin. 

In addition to the above decrees, closely modelled after the 
anti-Jewish legislation of Germany, Reich officials in Bohemia
Moravia have handed down a host of other oppressive regulations, 
many unpublished, which have operated to torment and to de
stroy the Jewish population. 

The impotent Hacha government has had to follow the German 
lead,· enacting both executive ordinances for the enforcement of 
the Reich legislation and decrees of its own. Jews were barred 
from public life by the Czech ''government'' ordinance of July 4, 
1939, which was not published until April 24, 1940. This decree 
excluded Jews from all judicial and administrative posts; from 
public bodies; from official and quasi-official occupations; and 
from the liberal professions. Aping Nazi Ge11nany, a decree for 
the ''protection of Czech blood and honor'' was promulgated on 
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March 7, 1942. It laid down ''additional prescriptions for Jews and 
part-Jews." An ordinance of July 17, 1942 deprived Jews of all 
claims for social security, overtime pay, holidays and other rights 
accorded to Czech workers. Jewish children were excluded from 
Czech schools on August 15, 1940. They had been barred fro~ 
German schools in the Protectorate almost immediately after occu
pation. One Jewish school, located in the fifth district of Prague, 
was permitted to remain open. Naturally it could accommodate 
only a comparative handful of Jewish students. Cl1ildren who 
could find no school bench turned to the private classes established 
by the Jewish community . 

. The Germans tried as far back as Ap~il 1939 to ''reorganize'' 
the Jewish community along the lines of the Reichsvertretung der 
]uden in Deutschland. The entire responsibility for the relief and 
emigration of Jews of the Protectorate was turned over to the 
Prague Jewish Community and its branch in Brno. To meet the 
heavy pressure of the duties imposed upon it by the German 
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authorities, the Prague communal organization was forced to ex-
pand greatly. By January 1942 it consisted of 32 divisions and 
agencies including such departments as: Dossiers on Jews, Vital 
Statistics, Social Welfare and Sick Benefit, Emigration, Internal 
Travel, Jewish Labor, Division for non-Mosaic Jews, and many 
others. 

Religious matters in the Protectorate were also under the super
vision of the Prague community, although from the time Heydrich 
succeeded von Neurath the official ]uedisches Nachrichtenblatt of 
Prague no longer carried announcements of religious services. 
Since the German occupation of Bohemia-Moravia, acts of desecra
tion and destruction are known to have been committed against 
synagogues in the following localities: N achod, Pardubice, Falk
nov, Budejovice, Touzim, Votice, Milevsko, Dobruska, Louny., 
Brno, Jihlava, Vitkovice, Zabteh, Bohumin, Mistek-Frydek, 
Moravska-Ostrava, Prostejov. . 

Before large-scale deportation began, the Jewish population of 
Bohemia-Moravia had already been deprived by the laws of the 
Reich Protector and the supine Czech government of all civil and 
political rights, of its place in the economy, of its property and 
indeed of its very bread. Under the ter1ns of a series of police 



edicts, Jews were denied access to market-places; they were forced 
to buy food toward the end of the day when little remained, and 
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they were denied many unrationed and semi-rationed foods. In the 
city of Prague, a police decree of September 12, 1940 forbade Jews 
to approach the market-places on marketing days. A decree of 
February 4, 1941 provided that Jews could only buy food between 

· three and five P.M. Similar orders were issued soon thereafter in 
Br110. An order of the Minister of Agriculture, dated October 23, 
1941, provided that Jews were to get no fruit of any kind, no mar
malade, jam, cheese, sweets, fish, poultry or game. Later, when a 
decree of May 28, 1942, established consumer tickets for previously 
unrationed foods, it was expressly provided that Jews were to re
ceive no such tickets. These decrees add up to slow starvation. By 

' 1941, short rations combined with inadequate medical care (in 
Prague, only a single private hospital accommodated Jewish 
patients) and overcrowding sent the death rate soaring to 14% of 
the Jewish population. Moreover, during that year there were only 
617 Jewish births in the entire Protectorate . 

• 

Since October 1941, a drive has been under way to expel Jews 
from Prague, Plzen and Brno, ultimately to the ghettos and exter
~ination centers of Poland and occupied Soviet territory. The 
Jews marked for deportation, including their womenfolk, children 
and aged, were herded together in synagogues, usually at night. 
The first stop was Terezin which Heydrich had selected as the 
deportation depot. Terezin, with a normal population of about 
7,000, is an old fortress dating back to the time of Joseph II. Sit
uated on the left bank of the Elbe, on the main road between 
Dresden and Prague, the fortifications and subterranean vaults ex
tend over an area of several miles. During the past two years, 
Terezin has become a vast prison for the Jews of Bohemia-Moravia. 
Back in December 1941, 7 ,ooo young men were sent there for forced 
labor. On February 16, 1942 a decree was published whereby the 
entire town was· transfo1·med into a ghetto under Gestapo super
vision. By this edict the municipality of Terezin was dissolved and 
the ''Aryan'' population was ordered to move. The Gestapo or
dered the Jewish community of Prague and its Brno branch to 
compile deportation lists. By the middle of 1942 an additional 
10,000 Jews were interned in Terezin. Between July 1st and July 
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15, 1942, 8,000 elderly Jewish men and women ranging between 
65 and 85 years of age were also sent to the fortress town, where 
a so-called Reich Asylum for the Aged was established. In the 
second half of July, 8,000 additional Czech Jews were imprisoned 
in Terezin. The Jewish population of Prague was now no 1nore 
than 15,000, and in all of the Protectorate no more than 30.,000 

Jews were still at liberty. A few months later, it was reported that 
only 10,000 were still free. 

Very little is known as to the actual conditions within Terezin, 
apart from the fact that the able-bodied are forced to construct 
barracks to receive new arrivals bound for Poland. Even less is 
known regarding conditions within the home for the aged. Those 
who are immured within the very dungeons are completely cut 
off from the outside world and nothing is known regarding their 
fate. A second concentration camp established in August 1942 in 
the vicinity of Tabor, Southern Bohemia, holds Jewish deportees 
for whom there is no place in overcrowded Terezfn. On Februaf)' 
25, 1943 the New York Times estimated that there were then 10,000 
Czech Jews in Terezin. 

To the overwhelming majority of the Czech people, the per
secution of the Jews stands as one of the symbols of the liberties 
lost when the republic was destroyed. Revolt against Nazi-inspired 
racialism, even if expressed only by such a gesture as accompanying 
a Jewish friend to the deportation train, is a Czech challenge to the 
whole caste system so laboriously built up for the Protectorate of 
Bohemia-Moravia. Since September 1941, when all persons defined 
as Jews were ordered to wear the Star of David, ''Aryan'' Czechs 
have been forbidden to maintain any relations whatsoever with 
.Jews. This prohibition has not worked. On October 6, 1941, the 
controlled radio warned all Czechs who continued to maintain 
cordial relations with Jews that they, too, would be forced to wear· 
distinguishing marks and, if necessary, ,\·ould be taken into pro
tective custody. The newspaper A Zet Po1idelnik found it neces
sary to launch a tirade against ''A11·an'' Czechs who publicly wore 
the Star of David. Such persons, said the newspaper, would be 
designated as Jews, excluded from the nation, and all anti-Jewish 
measures would be applied to them. Intimidating the Czech peo-
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pie is no easy task. On July 22, 194s, the world learned of the 
execution of two Czech men and a woman for helping Jews to 
escape deportation. · . 

III. Slm,ahi.a 
' Created in the hour of Czechoslovakia's destruction through the 

connivance of Hitler and the native fascist Catholic Peoples' 
Party, puppet Slovakia has proved to be the anti-Semitic state par 
excellence. Since Berlin recognized the ''independence'' of Slovakia 

• 

in March 1939, that Nazi satellite has made a veritable fetish of the 
relentless persecution of the Jewish population (reduced from 
111ore than 135,000 to about go,ooo in November 1938 as the result 
of Hungary's territorial grab one month after Munich). 

Father Hlinka, the founder of the Slovak brand of Hitlerism, 
died a little too soon to reap the fruit of his labors, but his poli
tical heirs, particularly Premier Josef Tiso and Minister of Interior 
Sano Mach, have served the Axis cause with complete devotion. 
Declared Sano Mach to a gathering of Hlinka Guard leaders: 

''The constitution [ of Slovakia] and everything must be con
ducted in a spirit of Slovak National Socialism ... Slovak 
National Socialism means the practical and spiritual integra
tion of the Slovak people in the European total revolution led 
by Adolf Hitler." 

• 

The constitution of July 21, 1939, defines Slovakia as a Natim1al 
Socialist· State based upon ''Christian'' principles. The single party 
principle is· embodied in the Hlinka Guard created from the ranks 
of the Catholic Peoples' Party. The Hlinka Guard is not merely 
a political machine; it is an efficient instrument of terror. These 
Slovak storm troopers not only have the benefit of Berlin's. advice; 
inside, Slovakia itself they work under the guidance of the so-called 
Freiwillige Schutzstaffel, the Elite Guard of the German minority. 
These two organizations operate in close collabor~tion, suppres
sing all pro-democratic movements, terrorizing Czechs and anti
Nazi Slovaks alike, and executing the countless anti-Jewish meas
ures which have been enacted since March 15, 1939. 

Slovakia boasts the most elaborate anti-Jewish legislation in 
all of Axis Europe. By September 194·1, about 130 anti-Jewish 
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edicts had already been promulgated by the pu·ppet 1egi1,ae. On 
·september 10, 1941, a sweeping Jewish Code was published, a 
document of 270 paragraphs ~estating and amplifying laws and 
ordinances published before that date. In the two years that have 
elapsed since the enactment of the Jewish Code, at least 150 addi
tional anti-Jewish edicts have come out of Bratislava. Anti-Jewish 
legislation has been complicated by the fact that the political 
leaders of Slovakia were Catholic priests. Consequently, it was not 
easy to embrace the racial principle in full. Distinctions were. 
therefore, made between Jews of various categories in order to 
safeguard the rights of persons baptized before a certain date; there 
were also provisions regarding Jews who were married to Catholia. 
Further more, because of the absence of a developed Slovak middle 
class, exemptions had to be made for ••economically valuable" 
Jews. In many cases, too, the specific anti-Jewish provisions re
flected the complicated bookkeeping of Slovak business dealings. 
with Gerrnany. Thus when the Slovak Government seized furs,'. 
shoes, and other personal belongings of Jews and turned them over 
to the Reichswehr for use during the first winter campaign in 
Russia, the precise value of this property was. registered by law, 
not for the sake of compensating the Jews, but so that Slovakia 
could collect payment from the Reich. 

The first definition of Jews contained in the ordinance of 
April 18, 1939, which limited Jews in the professions, was not based 
on· ••race'' or ''blood'' but on ''Israelite faith." Any person who 
adhered to the Jewish religion as far back as October 30, 1918, 

or was descended from a person then of Jewish faith, was re
garded as ''Jewish'' without distinction as to sex or nationality. 
On the other hand, persons of Jewish descent who were baptized 
before. October 30, 1918, were exempt from the initial decree.: 
Needless to say the Slovak definition did not satisfy Berlin. The 
Nazis pressed for the adoption of the Nuremberg principle. In the. 
Jewish Code of September 1941 the racial criterion was accepted 
and the notion of part-Jew (Mischling) was introduced. As a re
sult, from 10,000 to 15,000 baptized Jews, mainly of the profes· 
sional and well-to-do commercial class, were engulfed by anti· 
Jewish legislation and their property subjected to Aryanization. 
Even under the Jewish ·code, however, there were still certain, 



exemptions for Jews whose econo111ic skill was indispensable. Such 
persons received special identification cards as well as residence 
and travel pe11nits. Even the favored few did not come by these 
privileges without the payment of a stiff price. The ''fees'' for tem· 
porary security fixed under the Jewish Code ranged as high as 
500,000 crowns for full Jews and 100,000 crowns for Mischlinge. 

The principal beneficiary of the confiscation of Jewish-owned 
property has been the Slovak party state. Even the hollow sham 
of an ''atonement fine'' which the Reich levied on German Jews 
following the vom Rath assassination, was imitated by a Slovak 
decree of November 9, 1941, which imposed a capital levy of 20 

percent on all remaining Jewish property. 
Early in 1940, all Jewish public institutions were closed down 

and the familiar Central Jewish Office· under strict government 
control was created to expedite the liquidation of the Jewish com
munity. As.usual the functions of the central body were defin~d as 
cultural, educational and philanthropic, but the actual purpose of 
the Central Jewish Office was to act as the clearing house for 
deportation - as the Jews were soon to discover. 

Persecution in Slovakia has taken all of the obvious forms and 
certain unique refinements as well. For example, Chapter 10 of 
the Jewish Code provides: 

' 
''Confessors of the Israelite faith, members of the ewish 

religious communities, are permitted to.exercise their re igious 
practices in such buildings only whose external appearance 
does not indicate their purpose.'' 

What this meant, of course, was that Jews could not turn to 
their synagogues for comfort, for there are few Jewish houses of 
worship in Slovakia ''whose external appearance does not indi
cate their purpose.'' Before this clever clause was devised, mem
bers of the Hlinka Guard had desecrated and destroyed synagogues 
in Bratislava, Zilina, Bardejov, Banska Bystfice, Kelmarok, 
Malacky, Nitra, Svaty Jur, Zelnica, Presov, Pezinok, Stupava, 
Tmava., 

In Slovakia too the Yellow Star must be worn by every Jew 
over six years of age, and it must also be displayed on the entrance 
of every Jewish dwelling as an invitation to Hlinka Guard cruelty. 

The multiple anti-Jewish restrictions enacted during the first 
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two years of Nazi domination proved to be only the prelude to a 
more radical program:- the complete expulsion of the Jewish 
population. Back in August 1941, Jews were forced to leave their 
hon,ies in the historic Jewish Quarter of B1·atislava which dated 
back to the fourteenth century. The district was razed to the 
ground to make way for a par~. Residents of the destroyed area 
who were still employed, were transferred to a new ghetto within 
the city, but the majority of Bratislava Jews were moved 'by fall 
to ghettos in Sered and Novaky. In the same period, Jews ,were 
expelled from Pre!ov, Nove Mesto, 2ilina, Lipt. Sv. Mikula§ and 
about twenty smaller towns. They were concentrated in fourteen 
temporary Jewish centers. By March 25, 1942, the preliminar}' 
arrangements for the deportation of the Jews were completed and 
Minister of Interior Mach then announced quite plainly that his 
government intended to expel the Jews, minus their belongings. 

On May 15, 1942 the Slovak parliament approved a constitu
tional law for the deportation of the Jewish inhabitants of 
Slovakia. Exempted for the moment were persons baptized no 
later than March 14, 1939, persons living with non-Jews in valid 
marriage contracted before the date of the Jewish Code, and cer· 
tain professionals and technicians, specifically retained for a fixed 
period because they were essential to some branch of the admin· 
istration. Jews who were baptized too late to escape deportation, 
were to travel separately and be permitted to live in accordance 
with their creed. The deportees lost their Slovak citizenship and 
their property was declared forfeit to the state. In as much as their 
destination was Nazi-occupied Poland, Slovakia had to pay the 
Reich 4,000 marks per head for receiving the victims. This bal
anced the accounts for the payments made by the Reich to Slovakia 
for confiscated clothing and furs sent to the Ger1nan ar 1ny in 
Russia. 

By May 20, 1942, 32,000 Jews had been deported and 5,000 
others had fled across the frontiers of Slovakia. On May 18th, 5,000 
were transported to Hungary, on the ground that they were born 
in Czechoslovak territory ceded to Hungary in November 1938. 
By the end of June another 15,000-18,000 Jews were deported 
mainly from Eastern Slovakia, presumably to Poland. On July 19, 
1942. the Bratislava newspaper, Gardista, stated that from 56,000-



57,000 Jews had been deported from Slovakia. About 18,000 Slovak 
Jews were confined last su11a1ner in the Polish ghettos of Lukow, 
Mi zec-Podlaski and Chelm. On October 11, 1942, the Berlin 
radio quoted Sano Mach as saying that there were only 20,000 Jews 
then left in Slovakia. That was nearly a year ago. 

In December 1942, all remaining Jews between the ages of 16 
and 6o were ordered to register for forced labo~ in the camps at 
Sered, Novaky and Vyhnia, and to take with them their aged and 
children as well. Persons baptized before· ~arch 14, 1939 were 
included under the order. For the te11aporary ''privilege'' of labor· 
ing in these camps prior to deportation, the Slovak government 
imposed a special tax. · 

In May, 1943, the official Jlestnik revealed that there remained 
in Slovakia only 5,000 persons of Jewish faith and 11,000 Chris
tians of Jewish origin. 

W. Free Csecho,lm,alcia Speak, 

Within disme11abered Czechoslovakia itself, the Czechs have 
shown far more stubborn resistance to Nazi domination or ideo
logical influence than the Slovaks. The quislings of the Protector
ate have found much less popular support than their counterparts 
in puppet Slovakia. The Czech people, with the exception of a 
small group of corrupt collaborationists, have remained free from 
Nazi taint. Whenever possible, they have tried to help their Jewish 
fellow countrymen. Even in Slovakia there has been some opposi
tion to racial persecution. Catholic cle1gymen have been warned 
against baptizing Jews in order to shield them. The Protestant 
Church of Slovakia in a pastoral letter of May 31, 1942 denounced 
the ''reckless anti-Semitism'' of the regime. 

Speaking in the na1oe of Czechs and Slovaks alike, the Czecho
slovak government-in-exile has repudiated all acts committed on 
Czechosldvak soil in derogation of the rights of the Jewish people, 
whether such acts emanated from the Reich Protector of Bohemia
Moravia, the Hacha ''government,'' or the puppet Sloyak regime. 
President Bene§ told the Union of Orthodox Jews of Czecho
slovakia in London on July 22, 1941, that ''Jewish rights in post
war Czechoslovakia will be secured in the same way as those of all 



-

other citizens." Foreign Minister Jan Masaryk, speaking in Ne" 
York on June 18, 1941, said: 

''You can believe me when I promise that the Jewish problem 
is inseparably united with the problem of my own people. H itle1 
has tried to take away human dignity from the Jews, from tht 
Czechs, and from all the others. The result will be vastly dif!erent 
from what he expected. To reinstate the people of Israel, to 
make them feel safe, to give them social and economic security, to 
try to repay ~hem for the sacrifice they brought for the cai1.se of 
freedom, to solve the Jewish problem in all its complexity, is the 

• 

duty of every public-spirited· man and woman, regardless of race, 
color, and nationality.'' 
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HUNGARY 

I. Background 

For over a thousand years, Jews have lived in Hungary. The)· 
were mentioned in the correspondence between Chasdai Ibn 
Shapruth and the ruler of the the Chazars. During the era of 
the .Arpad dynasty (1000-1300 A.D.), the kings invited Jews 
to the country and bestowed on them special favors. Bela IV 
assured them of a privileged status in th~ hope that they might 
bring new life to the . land which had been ravaged by the 

• 

Tartars. Down the centuries, the Jews who settled in Hungary 
came from Western Europe. It was not until the last hundred 
years that they began migrating from the East. The Eastern 
Jews brought with them the new Chassidism, but the descend· 
ants of the \Vestern Jews continued to adhere to traditional 
fo1ms of worship. Despite their differences, the two groups lived 
together in harmony; it was not until the latter part of the 
19th century, when the refor1n movement took hold, that a 
schism took place in Hungarian Jewry. In 1868, one year after 
they received full Hungarian citizenship, the Jews became 
divided into three factions: orthodox, status quo, and neolog 

I 

(reform). The three groups massed into separate organizations, 
each headed by a central office. In 1895, the Jewish religion took 
its place among the ''legally acknowledged and recognized sects." 
These religious organizations were enabled to remain power
ful and unchanged for a period of fifty years because of Hun
gary's strict laws governing religious communities. According 
to law, not more than one congregation of the same denomina· 
tion (whether orthodox or reform) could exist in even the 
largest city. The government sometimes made an exception, 
providing that the economic security of both the old and the 
new congregations was assured. Each had the right to levy 
a tax on its members, which was collected through the state 
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authorities. Weathering many internal differences, Hungarian 
' 

Jewry remained aloof from the outside Jewish world; neither 
the Zionist movement, Agudath Israel, nor any other interna
tional (rend left an appreciable mark on the Jews of Hungary. 

In 1830 there were go,026 Jews in Hungary (2.3% of the 
total population). One hundred years later, the Jews comprised 
over 5 % of the total population and numbered 444,567. Begin
ning in 1870, when industrial capitalism reached Hungary, the 
city of Budapest, as the center of political and economic ijfe, 
offered enormous economic possibilities. The Hungarian mid
dle class filled the civil service positions and looked down upon 
commercial endeavor; the German minority, mainly prosperous 
farmers, would not leave the land, while the other minorities 
(Rumanian, Slovakian, Serbian) were more or less a subject 
class. It remained for the Jews to take advantage of the com
mercial opportunities, and this they did. They came to Budapest 
in large numbers, mainly from the southern and western coun
ties. The same process took place on a smaller scale in towns 
and villages where increased commercial possibilities attracted 
many Jews. Thus the Jewish population grew with the develop-. 
ment of the cities and towns. By 1930 the Jews comprised more 
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than one-fifth (20.3%) of the population of Budapest. Of the 
total Jewish populatio,i, 204,371, or nearly half, resided in 
Budapest. 

The Jews served an important function in the development 
of Hungary, and her economic rise from a Balkan level to that 
of Western Europe may largely be credited to them. There • 
was very little friction because no competitive middle class existed, 
thus leaving the field clear for Jewish initiative. As a result, they 
rapidly became assimilated; within a generation, the Hungarian 
language replaced German and Yiddish for the vast majority. 
In areas where there were large numbers of other national 

• 

minorities, Jews were the first to spread Hungarian culture. 
By the beginning of the 20th century, the Jews had become 
completely fused with the life of the country. As long as the 
Dual Monarchy existed, they constituted the commercial middle 
class of Hungary, they developed the industries and trades, and 
contributed much to the cha1acter of the cities . 

• 
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All this changed in October 1918, when the collapse of the 
Habsburg Monarchy and. the defeat of the Central Powers re
duced Hungary to a fraction of its fo11ner size, and 111ade of it 
a homogeneou.s Magyar state. Now there was no longer place 
for tl1e thousands of Hungarian officials and nobles who lost 
their posts and their land in Slovakia, Croatia and Transylvania. 
The gentry found itself unemployed, and forced to seek new 
opportunities within the confines of the truncated state. Thus, 
as competition became keen, the special niche occupied by the 
Jews during the existence of the Austro-Hungarian Empire was 
destroyed. The seeds of anti-Semitism were sown. 

Immediately after military collapse came internal chaos. 
First a brief period of Socialist rule; then a shortlived Bolshevist 
regime, headed by a Jewish journalist named Bela Kun. The 
Communist dictatorship was in turn overthrown by White 
Guards. In the reign of terror which followed, more than one 
thousand Jews were murdered. 

During the ten-year premiership of Bethlen, as well as under 
his successors, Count Julius Karolyi (1931-1932) and Goemboes 
(1932-1936), the situation of the Jews improved. Under Bethlen 

such well-known Jewish figures as Vazsonyi, Paul Sandor, Erno 
Brodi, and others again appeared in parliament. In 1927 a law 
was enacted which provided that Jews were to be represented 
in the Senate by one reform and one orthodox rabbi. There 
were now 50,000 members in the Budapest neolog congrega
tion; many towns boasted religious communities of from five 
to ten· thousand members. Large or small, each religious com-
munity had its synagogue and rabbi who held his office for 
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life. Parochial schools, talmud torahs and talmudic academies 
provided religious education and were centers of religious lear11-
i.ng. This remained unchanged until · 1940. · 

Meanwhile in the economic field, the Jews were losing their 
unique position. With job-hunting, former civil servants crowd
ing into commerce and the professions, and with the children 
of Hungarian farmers and laborers entering the universities in 
ever-increasing number, competition both in commerce and in 
the professions became sharper. Between 1920 and 1930, the 
number of Gentile physicians in Hungary increased from 935 to 
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1,798, while the number of Jewish doctors only rose from 1,394 
to 2,151. During the same period, the proportion of Jews in 
trade fell from 40 to 35 per cent, although their absolute num· 
ber increased by nearly 9,000. . 

Despite all this, the economic distribution of the Jews in 
Hungary remained quite remarkable, even as late as 1930. Dr. 
Alajos Kovacs, a leading figure of Hungarian science and me1aa· 
her of the Hungarian Christian Socialist Party, was commis
sioned in 1936 to write a thesis to be used for anti-Semitic 
propaganda purposes. It was entitled The Position of the Jews 
in Crippled Hungary in the Light of Statistics. Beneath this 
long-winded title, some interesting facts came to light. Kovacs 
was compelled to admit, on the basis of his own research, that 
the Jewish population was economically distributed along far 
healthier lines than the Gentiles. In 1930, according to Kovacs, 
43 percent of the Jewish population belonged to the commer
cial and industrial upper aqd middle class; 25 percent to the 

' 
intelligentsia; and nearly 32 percent to the working class. In . 
contrast to these figures, Kovacs pointed out that, while in the 
Christian population the bourgeoisie constituted 44 percent, the 
intelligentsia amounted to only 5 percent, and ''almost half the 
Christian population consists of members of the poorest and 
most ignorant strata." 

But for the Jews a Yicious cycle had now begun. They edu
cated their children for the already ove_rcrowded professions, 
where they encountered increasing difficulty. In 1920 the first 
anti-Jewish law was passed, the numerus clausus to limit the 
proportion of Jewish students in the universities. Then the 
establishment of the Futura government granaries eliminated 
Jews from one· of the most important branches of trade. Some 
Jewish government employees were dismissed, and new vacan
cies were filled only with Gentiles. With many doors closing, 
Jews crowded the fields still open to them. To circumvent the 
numerus clausus, they sent their sons to foreign universities; the 
number of .Jewish professionals, white collar employees, and 
skilled workers continued to increase despite restrictions and 
competition. However, the charged. atmosphere was evidenced 
by the emigration of 3,044 Jews over a period of ten years. 

I 



Despite economic tension, the political position of the Jews 
steadily improved until 1933. Hungary continued to be chiefly 
concerned with the recovery of lost territories. Several hundred 
thousand Jews lived in these lands. They were Hungarian in 
language and culture; in Transylvania and Slovakia they main
tained a substantial Hungarian press. Consequently the govern
ment felt that it would be poor strategy to alienate this l~rge 
group by the practice of state anti-Semitism. · 

Premiers Bethlen, Karolyi and Goemboes were geared to Mus
solini's fascism. By 1935, howe'6er, the parliamentary elections 
began to show Hitler's influence. With Goemboes' death that 
same year, the vacillating policies of the new Premier, Kalman 
Daranyi, left Hungary wide open for Nazi propaganda. Nazi 
newspapers, clubs, and front organizations sprang up like toad
stools. The next election saw two Nazis in parliament. Shortly 
after Munich, Hungary obtained a slice of Slovakia, and Daranyi's 
successor, Bela Imredy, openly joined Hitler. Imredy was finally 
ousted on the suspicion that he was of partly Jewish origin. 
Under Count Paul Teleky, who followed him, Nazi representa
tion in parliament greatly increased. 

II. Axis Partnership and War 

After the Nazi occupation of Austria, the tides of Hitlerism 
swept into Hungary as well. In May, 1938,· Premier Imredy forced 
through an anti-Jewish law which provided for a gradual re
duction, over a course of five years, of the percentage o( Jews 
in commerce and industry. A year later, on May 4, 1939, ca111e 
a far more sweeping anti-Jewish law. Aimed to satisfy the anti
Semitic policy of the government, while placating the church 
in its concern regarding converts, the new law emerged as one 
of the most complicated documents in the vast field of recent 
anti-Jewish legislation in Axis Europe. For the sake of the 
church, exemption was provided for persons with but one Jewish 
parent or two Jewish grandparents, if they were born Christian 
or had been converted before the age of two. Members of the 
Christian clergy were under no circumstances to be deemed 
Jewish, nor any person who had been converted before 1919, 
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nor one who had contracted a marriage pursuant to which 
his children would not be considered Jewish. Further exceptions 
were made for veterans who had been wounded or decorated 
in the last war. In certain cases, however, even such veterans 
could be considered Jewish. 

Amp~ifying the earlier anti-Jewish law, the new act provided 
for the reduction or exclusion of Jews in accordance with a 
staggered timetable ranging from several months to five years. 
Accordingly, Jewish judges of the royal courts were to be re
tired by January 1, 1940, while Jewish teachers ,vere not 
to be finally removed until January 1, 1943. Within five 
years after enactment of the law, all licenses held by Jews for 
the sale of monopoly products were to be revoked; in certain 
commercial occupations Jews were to be reduced gradually to 
a twelve percent quota. Jews were not excluded from law, medi
cine, engineering, the theatre, journalism, dentistry, and handi
craft, but no vacancies in these pursuits were to be filled by 
Jews until their proportion in each was reduced to 6 percent. 
F111·therxnore, the numb~r of Jewish college apd university stu
dents was to be reduced at once to 6 percent, while Jewish tech
nology students were limited to 12 percent. The law also em
powered the authorities to compel Jews to tum over or lease 
their real estate. 

Despite its many exceptions, and the fact that Jews were 
not excluded from the leading professions, the law proved disas
trous. It wrecked the careers of hundreds of Jewish students, 
and completely barred Jews from the civil service. Within a 
fairly short period it meant that· the number of Jews in white 
collar employment would be reduced to 12 percent, at a time 
when a large proportion was forced into these fields. Accord
ing to 1930 figures, which placed the number of Jews economic
ally active at 213,235, the law condemned 34-35% of the Jews to 
ultimate impoverishment. 

In practice, the law of May 4, 1939, proved even worse. For 
although it established deadlines for the elimination of Jewish 
employees, it did not forbid their earlier dismissal. Many pri
vate concerns anxious ••to hasten this process of elimination," 



fired Jewish employees long before the statutory period had 
expired. 

Despite strong opposition in parliament on the part of the 
Social Democrats and the Catholic Church, the Nazi line was 
followed in other ways, too. Labor camps for Jews were estab
lished. On the pretext that they were ''spreading false rumors'' 
or because V's for Victory appeared on their synagogues, Jews 
were repeatedly rounded up and interned. Man-hunts were or
ganized to track down Jews who had escaped from Bratislava 
or Vienna. Priests who ''forged'' Hun~ian birth certificates for 
foreign Jews, or ''altered'' records of conversion, to make it appear 

• 
that recent converts had adopted Catholicism before the dead-
line fixed by law, were arrested and imprisoned. 

As Hungary drew closer to the Reich, the tempo of anti
Jewish action quickened. In January 1940, a decree of the 
Minister of Education dismissed all Jewish teachers as of that 
month, although according to the 1939 law they were to be 
retired gradually until their complete disappearance in 1943. 
The Minister of Commerce decreed on November 16, 1940, that 
only those Jewish tavern and innkeepers who employed Gentile 
help would be permitted to keep their licenses until the final 
date provided by law. Many hastily discharged their Jewish em
ployees, but nevertheless lost their licenses a few months later. 
Between January and April, 1940, Jewish newsdealers, market 
hawkers, traveling salesmen and peddlers lost their licenses. In 
October 1940, the Hungarian parliament celebrated the retu111 
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of Transylvania by passing a law which deprived the Jewish 
religion of representation in the Senate. 

Independent Jewish merchants were crippled by restrictive 
decrees. They were forbidden to sell such government-controlled 
articles as salt, kerosene, tobacco and sugar. Only assigned whole
salers were pet·mitted to deal in textiles, coal and groceries, and 
Jews were thus barred from dealing in such commodities. 

On May 15, 1941, a decree was passed which provided that 
if a Jewish employee was called into military service he was to 
be replaced by a Gentile. A year later, when Jews were excluded 
from military service, Premier Kallay declared in parliament 
that every able-bodied Jew would be sent to a labor camp . 

• 
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Marriages between Gentiles and Jews were banned in August 
1941, under pain of five years' imprisonment for both parties. 
Heavy penalties were also fixed for extlaanarital relations be
tween Gentiles and Jews. 

Hungarian Jews of Polish descent now became a favorite 
scapegoat. Many of them who were born in Hungary were un
~ble to produce birth certificates, beca11se for some thirty years 
Jewish births had been recorded, often negligently, by rabbis 
and shochtim. There were cases where Jews who had been set· 
tied in the country for three generations or more were unable 
to prove Hungarian birth to the satisfaction of the authorities. 
In 1941, 18,500 of these Jews were deported to Galicia. Here 
they were t11r11ed over to the tender mercies of the Ge1 anan 
at ,1iy. According to eye-witness accounts trans1nitted to a rep1e
sentative of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com11iittee, 
some 11,500 of these deportees were lined up along the banks 
of a river and slaughtered by machine-gun fire. The survivors 
were reportedly sent back to Hungary and immediately interned 
• • 1n concentration camps. 

In 1942 the Jewish religious institutions were deprived of 
their former position, and state subsidies for congregations and 
schools· were cancelled As a sop to strong parliamentary oppo
sition, however, it was decided that the government should regu· 
late the levying of communal taxes and collect them from the 
Jewish congregations. 

During the summer of 1942, a drastic law finally declassed 
the Jewish rural element, the landowners and tenant fa• mers. 
It provided that Jewish-owned estates were to be expropriated. 
Compensation was supposed to be paid in the fo1·m of 30-year 
bonds bearing 3!4% interest. Later, Jews were forbidden to 
rent land as well. The law did not strike at a large number of 
persons, but by wiping out several large fortune~, it indirectly 
affected many Jewish congregations and charitable institutions 
which had looked mainly to the few wealthy landowners for 
support. 

Although Hungary's anti-Jewish laws have not been nearly 
as brutal as their Gerinan counterparts, they have operated slowly 
but surely to pauperize the Jewish population. During the winter 
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of 1940-1941, a Budapest periodical 1·eported that 1nany Jewis11 
intellectuals who applied for snow removal jobs, had to be re
jected because they h-ad no overcoats and their shoes were ful 1 
of holes. 

• 

In the face of persecution, the number of conversions rose 
from an annual average of 260 in the period between 1920 and 
1930, to 1, 111 for the year following the first anti-Jewish la\\r; 
during the first ten months of 1940 there were some 1,000 ne,\· 

• con versions. 
• 

Today the Jewish community of Hungary is in about the 
same situation as was German Jewry before the annexation of 
Austria accelerated the pace of anti-Jewish legislation. In the 
face of mounting adversity, the differences which formerly di
vided Hungarian Jewry have largely given way to unity. The 
neolog and orthodox central bodies have joined forces in tl1e 
common fight to save the remnants of Jewish rights. Zionism, 
long spurned by the assimilated majority, has won many acl
herents; Zionist organizations have joined with others in welfare 
work. The principal charitable organization, o,·szdgos Magya1· 
Zsidd Segely Akcid, has established employment agencies and 
vocational retraining schools in an effort to prevent the corn
plete economic breakdown of the Jewish community. (By Sep
tember 1940, only 59 Jewish students registered in uni
versities; the vast majority turned to the crafts still open to 
Jews.) Such bodies as the Hungarian Jewish Cultural Organi
zation, the Free University of the Budapest Congregation, and 

· the Zionist Organization have struggled to bolster morale h)· 
conducting classes iIY the history, literature and perennial prob
lems of the Jewish people. 

The Hungarian government has not always followed the 
advice e111anating from Berlin. ,vith the possible exception of 
Finland, it has maintained a far greater measure of political 
independence than the other satellites of the Reich. In parlia
ment, the Social Democrats and other groups have frequentl}· 
embarrassed the regime by opposing the demands of Gerrnany 
with regard to the treatment of Jews, as well as in other mat
ters. The government itself, reacting to the deteriorating mili
tary fortunes of the Reich, has steadfastly refused to burn its 



bridges behind it. In recent months the German press has loudly 
demanded that Hungary cease to be a ''Jewish paradise." 

Hungary is very far indeed from being a paradise for the 
Jewish people. Economic restrictions have deprived a large pro
portion of their employment; they have become largely de
classed, and have lost their political rights. At the present time, 
the number of Jews toiling _in forced labor camps is believed 
to range from 60,000 to 80,000. Those who are employed within 
Hungary are treated tolerably well, but the battalions sent to 
work behind the Axis battle lines in Russia are probably no 
better off than Jewish forced laborers under German or 
Rumanian a1·1ny control. 

Nevertheless, it is true that Hungary has not followed the 
Nazi policy of mass deportation, planned starvation, and mass 
extermination. There are still no ghettos and no yellow badges 
in Hungary, nor anything to indicate that these trappings of 
the New Order will be introduced in the future. As a result, 
the tor111ented Jews of the neighboring Nazi satellites of Slovakia, 
Croatia and Rumania look upon Hungary as a place of refuge. 
Some have managed to enter the country, but most of those 
who attempt it are stopped by frontier guards and sent. back. 

Fi1·1n opposition. to racial persecution has been expressed in 
.many Hungarian quarters. The most forthright condemnation 
has emanated from Cardinal Seredi, Primate of the Hungarian 
Catholic Church. Speaking at· a religious gathering in Budapest 
last December, he declared: 

''No master race exists in the world . ... Murder is murder.'' 

• 

' 
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RUMAN IA 

I. Pre-Naai Anti-Semiwm 
Before the last war, there were some 300,000 Jews in Romania, 

whose total population was then about 7,000,000. As a result of 
te11itorial acquisitions the a1-ea ·of Romania doubled and the 
population nearly tripled. So did the n1111aber of Jews through 
the addition of Bukovina, Transylvania and Bessarabia. By 1930 
the official census recorded 756, 930 Jews, but this figure was prob
ably an underestimation because tho gove11a11aent was anxious to 
minimize the importance of all minorities, Magyars, Ge11nans, 
Ukrainians and Bulgarians as well as Jews. At the outbreak of this 
war, Rumania's 850,000 Jews were distributed approxi1oately as 
follows: 300,000 in Old Ru11aania and Dobrudja; 330,000 in .Bes
sarabia and Bukovina; 220,000 in Transylvania and the Banat 

• region. 
The differences between the Jewish populations of these areas 

were too great to be obliterated during the twenty years that fol
lowed the c,eation of Greater Romania. In Bukovina and Transyl
vania, Jews had gained political and civil emancipation in the 
middle of the 19th century; in Bukovina they had won these rights 
during the revolution of 1848 and under the Austrian constitution 
of 1867. Given the opportunities which emancipation afforded, 
the Jews of Bukovina soon attained such pree1,ainence in the pro
fessional class, that toward the end of the century more than half 
the doctors and lawyers of Bukovina were Jewish. In Transylvania 
the Jews had occupied an i1nportant place in Magyar society. Here, 
as in other parts of Hungary, the religious refo1 m movement 
spread rapidly and served as an instrument of I assimilation. In 
Bessarabia, on the other hand, the Jewish population retained 
memories of Czarist oppression; communal organization was quite 
primitive, centering around the collection of the Korobka (the 
tax on kosher meat and Sabbath candles). Yet Bessarabian Jews 
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cherished their own colorful way of life and retained a passionate 
longing for political freedom. 

In Old Romania itself, Jews had been struggling for nearly 
a century to achieve elementary rights as men and citizens. 
From the beginning they were arbitrarily designated as ''aliens," 
although the first Jews who appeared in what was later to become 
Rumania had fled from persecution at the hand of Emperor Jus
tinian in the 6th century, and perhaps six centuries earlier some 
had come from Judaea. In any event, following the expulsion of 
the Jews from Spain, there was a considerable influx of Sephardim 
into the cities of Moldavia and Wallachia. Sephardic communities 
were established in Bucharest, Craiova and other cities centuries 
before Rumania beca••ae a state. In the middle of the 17th century, 
Uk1ainian Jews who fled the pogroms of Hetman Chmiclnicki set
tled in Moldavia. The first fo11oal act of disenfranchisement was 
embodied in the constitution adopted in 1829 during Russian mili
tary occupation. Short-lived emancipation was not to come until 
go years later, when it was dictated to the Rumanian Government 
by the great powers. In 1848, Rumanian revolutionists were un
successful in their abortive atteropt to unite Moldavia and Wal
lachia under a charter which would have gua1 anteed the ''emanci
pation of the Israelites and political right for all compatriots of 
whatsoever c1eed." Eighteen years later, when the first constitution 
of the United Principalities was adopted, carefully staged anti
Se111itic riots prevented the adQJ>tion of an organic law which 
would have granted Rumanian citizenship to Jews. Instead, the 
constitution provided that only aliens of Christian faith could 
become citizens. Under Rumanian law, Jews whose ancestors had 
lived in the country for centuries were nonetheless deemed to be 
aliens. When the great powers recognized the union Q( the two 
principalities by the Treaty of Berlin in 1878, it was upon the 
exp1ess condition (Article XLIV) that the new kingdom grant 
civil equality and religious freedom. Rumania signed the treaty 
and the constitutio11al convention voted in 1879 that ''difference 
of religious belief and confession shall not constitute a bar to the 
acquisition and exercise of civil and political rights.'' This assur
ance proved to be verbal only, because the organic law also pro
vided that non-Christian ''aliens'' could acquire citizenship only 

. ' 

79 

\ 



by an individual grant of both ·houses of parliament. Under this 
provision, only a few hundred Jews obtained Rumanian citizen
ship. The Jewish population· remained without civil or political 
rights until 1919, when in an attempt to outmaneuver the Peace 
Conference, which was then drafting treaties for the protection of 
minorities, Rumania finally promulgated a law for the emancipa
tion of the Jews of the Old Kingdom. The citizenship of the Jews 
of the annexed provinces was guaranteed by the Minorities Treaty 
which Rumania signed on December 9, 1919. 

Post-war Rumania did not openly flaunt the pledge given to 
minorities for some time. On the surface the pretense of democ
racy and equal rights for all had to be maintained in order to pre
serve the good will of the western democracies. From the start, 
however, a host of administrative measures operated to under
mine the practical value of the formal promises given to the Jewish 
population. In the province of Bukovina, the Jewish government 
schools were Rumanized, and Jewish teachers were either forced 
out of classroo1ns by arbitrary tests in the Rumanian language, 
or were shifted to posts in remote areas of the Old Kingdon1. 
Jewish judges and other government officials were advised to re
tire; those who refused were demoted so as to force most of then1 
to resign. 

In Bessarabia, the first few years of Rumanian occupation were 
marked by a virtual reign of terror conducted by General Popovich 
and Secret Police Inspector Husarescu. The label of Bolshevism 
was indiscriminately'applied to all inhabitants of Bessarabia who 
tried to preserve their institutions against forcible Rumanization. 
Under the dictatorship, such classics of Yiddish literature ~s the 
writings of Mendele Mocher Seforim and Sholem Aleichem were 
banned as ''subversive'' and Jewish weddings were dispersed as 
''revolutionary gatherings." In Transylvania, Jewish public life 
was utterly crushed. Jews were made to suffer because of their age
old identification with the Magyar language and culture. Under 
the guise of combatting Hungarian irredentism, Rumanian of
ficials deprived thousands of Jewish government employees of 
their posts. 

Not until the premiership of Ion Bratianu (1922-1926) did 
these unc~rdinated anti-Jewish practices blossom into a clear-cut 

8o 



anti-Semitic policy. Bratianu's National Liberal Party represented 
the aspirations of the rising R111nanian middle class of the Old 
Kingdom. Its goal was to replace Hungarian· and Jewish middle
men and merchants of the new provinces with Romanians, and 
at the same time to Romanize cities and towns whose character 
was predominantly Magyar or Jewish. With regard to the Hun
garians this proved to be well-nigh impossible, but in the case of 
the Jews, four years of Bratianu rule did much to impair the for·mal 
rights which had been won with so much difficulty . 

• 

In 1924 a citizenship law was promulgated which required per-
sons in the annexed provinces to submit. documentary proof of 
continuous residence in one co1n1nunity for 10 years prior to 1918. 
This law, which violated the spirit of the minorities treaty, ren
dered stateless many thousands of Jewish families. It was also to 
prove a guide to further disenfran~isement ten years later, when 
the Supreme Court held that a 1925 law concerning tht court's 
organization, automatically extended beyond that date the time 
for appeal from the decisions of the citizenship commissions. Fol
lowing this ruling, prosecutors began to file belated appeals which 
resulted in the annulment, on purely technical grounds, of the 
· citizenship of tens of thousands of Jews. 

U ~der the Bratianu rule a number of other decrees operated 
to the detriment of the Jewish population. A decree for the re~uc
tion of alcohol production deprived several· thousand Jews of their 
liquor licenses. A 1925 private school law had the effect of render
ing private Jewish education impossible. A law regarding final 
examinations in high schools was applied so as to make it dif
ficult for Jewish high school students to enter college. An effective 

·-
barrier against medical education was the rule that a Jew might 
not dissect a Christian corpse. Anti-Semitic student rioting, toler
ated by the government on the pretext that the universities were 
autonomous, also served to deny Jews higher education. . \ 

In 1924 the future Iron Guard leader Comel1u Codreanu, who 
was then still a law school student, assassinated the Chief of Police 
of Jassy for his ''pro~Jewish sympathies." Codreanu was acquitted 
by the jury which tried him, and in the riotous celebration that 
followed his release, the Iron Guard movement was launched. 
Jew-baiting now raised its voice in parliament too, with Professor 
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Cuza as its most ardent spokesman. In the spring of 1926, Cuza's 
student followers staged a pogrom in Oradea Mare (Grosswardein) 
during their congress. Synagogues were put to the torch and tl1e 
delegates returned home bedecked in sheets of parchment from 
desecrated Torah scrolls. The technique of the Bratianu govern
ment was to condone anti-Semitic practices at home while issuing 
indignant disavowals to the world. Rumanian representatives 
abroad regularly denied that any laws were passed with an anti
Jewish intent; pogro1ns and riots were belittled; and the Jewish 
community was promised law and order if it refrained from com
plaining before the bar of international opinion. 

It remained for Octavian Goga as Minister of Interior in 
1926-7 to justify anti-Semitism from his ministerial bench, in reply 
to the interpellation of a Jewish deputy regarding violence in 
Czernowitz. Calling anti-Semitism ''the spirit of the trenches," he 
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charged "the Jewish community with plotting against the gove1·n-
ment and sent his police to investigate the activities of the Union 
of Rumanian Jews. A little more than a decade later, Goga was 
to reappear on the scene, this time as premier with a pro-Nazi 
program. 

When Carol returned to the Rumanian throne in June 19so, 
a number of new factors served to step up the pace of state anti
semitism. Carol had come back on the promise of lifting the coun
try out of the trough of the depression which had deflated farm 
prices, destroyed the domestic market, and produced large-scale 
unemployment. The king failed to work an economic miracle, and 
his entourage had only demagogic promises to offer the people. 
The parliament elected in 1931 contained an avowed anti-Semitic 
group, as well as a considerable number of anti-Semitic deputies 
within the government party. The uncompromising stand of Juliu 
Maniu and his Peasant Party against the corruption of the court, 

,drove Carol more than ever to seek the support of the anti-demo
cratic and anti-Semitic forces. At the king's inspiration, the follow-

, 

ers of Professor Cuza and Octavian Goga combined to form one 
party. 

In the meantime, Hitler's accession to power and his impres
sive diplomatic triumphs encouraged Carol's anti<onstitutional 
aspirations and spurred Rumanian anti-Semitism. Ge1many's poli-



tical and economic influence over R11111ania was now inc1e~ing 
rapidly. As early as 1931 the volume of German trade with Ro
mania had already outstripped that of Great Britain and France. 
because the foreign exchange control law enacted in Rumania in 
193.a drove out money with a high exchange value and left the 
field clear for manipulated German marks. Jewish merchants and 
manufacturers, big and small alike, who had supplied goods to 
the villages, were hard hit by a 1931 law which released peasants 
from their pre-depression liabilities. When the banking crisis came. 
the government and the Rumanian National Bank acted to save 
the leading financial institutions from bankruptcy; that is. all 
except the great Jewish banks of Ma1moros-Blanc, Leibel Berko
witz and Sons, and the Brothers Ashkenazi. These were deliberately 
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pe1mitted to collapse, thereby destroying the savings of thousands 
of Jewish small depositors and businessmen. 

The Law for the Protection of National Labor of 1934 deliv
ered another blow against the Jews by providing that 80 percent 
of the workers in private enterprises had to be Rumanian citizens. 
This was interpreted to mean ''ethnic·' Rumanians. Instructions 
issued to that effect by the Minister of Commerce in a circular of 
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September 17, 1937, warned concerns ·which continued to employ 
more than twenty percent ''non-ethnic'• Rumanians that they 
would lose their foreign trade pe11,1its and discount privileges with 
the National Bank. An oruer emanating from Berlin for the dis-

. . 

missal of all non-Aryan commercial agents representing Get 111an 
concerns abroad, meant the discharge of hundreds of Rumanian 
Jews who had long represented Ge1·man firms in Rumania. Fol· 
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lowing the lead of the government the Bucharest bar association 
launched an ''investigation'' of Jewish attorneys. This example led 
to similar action by the bar associations of other cities and. as a 

I 

result, from December 1935 to September 1937 not a single Jew 
was admitted to the practice of law in Bucharest, and the bar asso· 
ciations of Jassy. Galatz and Piatra-Neamt expelled a large num
ber of J ewi~h lawyers. 

The Jewish population was now becoming more isolated than 
ever before. For now the other minorities, which looked to Berlin 
and Budapest for support, avqided all political contact with the 
Jews. Many Rumanian politicians who had previously spoken in 
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the name of equality, now joined in the chorus demanding ··pro
tection'' for the national-ethnic element. The erstwhile democratic 
premier, Alexander Vaida-Voevod, fo11oed a new party whose 
slogan was Numerus Vallachicus, meaning to all intents, ""Ru
manians only." The Rumanian Orthodox Church which pre
viously had observed the· appearance of neutrality, now espoused 
an undisguised anti-Semitic program. In fact, Patriarch Miron 
Cristea issued a statement on August 18, 1937 calling upon the 
Rumanian nation to fight "'the Jewish parasites." This incitement 
to violence by the man who was to become Prime Minister under 
Carol's totalitarian constitution of 1938, was echoed by the expand
ing anti-Semitic press, led by Porunca Vremii, Buna Vestire, and 
Universul. The propaganda of hate stimulated organized violence. 
Hoodlums took possession of the streets, the trains, the motion pic
ture houses, the parks. Democratic papers were removed from 
newsstands and publicly burned. When elections were held in pro
fessional organizations, Jewish members ~ho attempted to parti
cipate were assaulted. One such occurrence was in Bucharest, on 
December 8, 1935, when the Jewish lawyers of the city were 
brutally beaten for attempting to vote in the bar elections. Every 
demonstration by the followers of Cuza and the Iron Guard now 
,became an excuse for fresh anti-Jewish outbreaks. In the general 
parliamentary elections of 1937, Jews took virtually no part. 

On December 28, 1937 Octavian Goga became prime minister 
with Professor Cuza as his right hand man. Anti-Semitism was the 
sum total of the new government's program. Goga lasted only 44 
days; in that time his war against the Jews threw the whole 
economic machinery of Rumania out of gear. Goga was over
ambitious and his full program was not to be realized until much 
later, when Carol was gone and Rumania firmly within the Ger-
1nan vise. The most significant single act of the Goga regime was 
the Citizenship Revision Law of January 21, 1938. This measure 
for the first time expressly singled out Jews as a separate category 
in flagrant violation of the existing constitution. Under its pro
visions, all Jews, with the exception of a negligible exempt group, 
were required to submit new documentary proof of their right to 
citizenship within a prescribed time. On instructions from Buchar
est the local authorities systematically refused to isstk such papers. 
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The Goga law was defended from the throne by King Carol and 
was {:allied out mainly under the regime of Patriarch Cristea 
who succeeded Goga. The effects of the citizenship law did not 
become fully known until shortly after the outbreak of the war. 
On November 24, 1939 the official Gazette published the results: 
of 617,396 Jews who submitted their papers, 225,222 were deprived 
of their citizenship and 44,848 were not recorded on any citizen
ship rolls, the court merely certifying their non-citizenship. Add
ing to these figures approximately 30,000 who had lost their citizen
ship through Supreme Court decisions in connection with the 1924 
law, in all some 3~,000 Jews, or more than one-third of the total, 
lost their citizenship by the time the war began. 

During Goga's brief term in office, officials and bureaucrats 
throughout the country took their cue from the policy laid down 
in Bucharest. In Czernowitz, district prefect N ikifor Robu staged · 
mass arrests of Jews, accompanied by strong-a1111 methods and 
pillage. Professor Alexianu, who was to become the governor of 
Transnistria, introduced edicts which forbade the use of Yiddish 
in business establishments and on the streets. In many places 
Jews were compelled to keep their stores open on the Sabbath, 
and in a number of cities the ritual slaughter of cattle was pro
hibited. In Izmail, Bessarabia, heavy fines were imposed upon the 
Jews, and in the cities of Old Rumania Jews were even forbidden 
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to enter public buildings to obtain the documents relating to their 
citizenship. It now became all but impossible for Jewish lawyers 
to enter the courtroom, for Jewish physicians to venture into non
Jewish hospitals, or for Jewish students to attend university classes. 
1-·ear spread to the countryside too; during the brief Goga regime 
a larger number of Jews left their village homes than during the 
preceding decade. 

When Goga gave way to Patriarch Cristea, who ruled in the 
king's name under the authoritarian constitution of February 27, 
1938, the principle of equality of all citizens was still professed in 
words, but the holding of government office was now restricted 
to ethnic Rumanians. Jews were unofficially barred from the Front 
of National Renaissance, and by March 1940 they were formally 
excluded from Carol's Party of the Nation. 

In the economic sphere, Jews soon felt the indirect effects of 



the Goga citizenship law. A dec1ee of September 15, 1988 sub
jecting all denationalized Jews to the Alien Control Law elim
inated them from all pursuits open to citizens only, such as law, 
business management, cenified accounting, and the ownership 
of rural property. Jews were also deprived of their licenses to sell 
government monopoly products, such as salt, tobacco, liquor and 
matches, thereby impoverishing about 12,000 families. All Jewish 
doctors in government service were dismissed and several-thousand 
Jewish artisans lost their trade certificates, and by the same token, 
their right to work. Under Cristea and his successors the pres
sure again~t the private employment of Jews was constantly in
creased; banks would no longer accept the notes of Jewish business
men; Jews were barred from public auctions and could no longer 
bid for government contracts; Jewish newspape1111en were fired. 

The summer of 1940 saw King Carol's regime disintegrate fol
lowing the collapse of France, the Soviet occupation of Bessarabia 
and Northern Bukovina, and the intervention of German military 
force. On July 6, 1940 Rumania pledged adherence to the foreign 
policy of the Axis. On August 9, 1940 the tottering regime of King 
Carol enacted a general Jewish Stat~te, based on the racial prin
ciple. The era of outright Nazification had begun. Under this 
statute Jews were divided into three categories: 

1. Those who had entered Rumania after December 80, 1918. 
2. The handful who had been individually nationalized before 

December 30, 1918; those who had fought in Rumania's wars, had 
been wounded or decorated, or were the direct descendants of 
Jewish soldiers who had died for Rumania. 

3. Jews who belonged to neither the first nor the second 
category. 

Only those in the second category retained substantial rights. 
But go percent or more of the Jewish population belonged to the 
first and third categories. Naturalization by special grant was a 
privilege conferred upon very few prior to 1919; and the phrase 
''Rumania's wars'' was a sly way of eliminating Jewish war veterans 
of Bukovina and Transylvania, territories which had been non
Rumanian until 1919. The statute of August 9, 1940 meant that 
nine-tenths of the Jews of Rumania were to be barred from most 
occupations and were to be excluded from military service. All 

80 



Rumanian Jews, without exception, lost the right to own rural 
land and were obliged to liquidate such holdings within six 
months. (This affected more than four percent of the Jewish popu
lation.) On August 31st intermarriage was banned. 

All of Carol's feverish attempts to appease Hitler availed him 
nothing. After the surrender of half of Transylvania to Hungary 
and the cession of Southern Dobrudja to Bulgaria, the King was 

-
forced to abdicate on September 5, 1940 in favor of his son Michael, 
and General Antonescu became Chief of State . 

• 

II. Under the Su,astika 

Antonescu had come to power with the blessing of Berlin and 
the backing of the Iron Guard. During his first five months in 
power, he depended mainly on disciples of the ''martyred'' Iron 
Guard leader, Codreanu, whom Carol had executed. The Iron 
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Guard had waited long for this day and celebrated its access!on 
to power with pogroms, which served, among other things, to 
divert the storm of anti-Ger111an indignation which followed the 
Vienna Award of Transylvanian territory to Hungai·y. 

Anti-Jewish measures were now coming in rapid succession. 
By October 1st Jews were ousted from the bar association, the 
Rumanian writers' soci~ty, the federation of building contractors, 
the association of certified accountants, the stock exchange, the 
association of commodity brokers, the arbitration boards of the 
stock exchange, the medical association, the high school teachers' 
federation, the Rumanian Opera, and the association of veter
inarians. The handful of remaining Jewish teachers, judges, and 
honorary consuls were dismissed from their posts. 

In the meantime, the Iron Guard had taken over the control 
of the police and was proceeding· to ''Aryanize'' Jewish business 
concerns by forcing the owners to sell. To spur Aryanization, fic
titious ''Jewish criminals'' were rounded up and held for investi
gation. The so-called investigations usually took place in the no
torious Green Houses of the Iron Guard. Many who entered were 
never seen again, and during this reign of terror a number of 
''Aryan'' opponents of the Iron Guard were also purged. Often it 
was only the intervention of Antonescu himself which saved so-



called ethnic Rumanians from the fate of their Jewish compatriots. 
While terror ruled the streets, the anti-Jewish legislative mill 

was working under full power. A decree of the Ministry of Public 
Worship drastically curtailed the rights previously accorded to 
Jewish religious institutions. Synagogues were now limited to one 
for every 400 urban families and one for every 200 rural families. 
No new house of worship could be erected without the special dis
pensation of the Minister of Public Worship. On September 23, 

Jews were barred from the theatrical profession, except those 
theatres expressly designated as Jewish. On October 7th, the Min-.. 
ister of Education issued a decree for the exclusion of Jewish chil-
dren from the public schools. 

The first expropriat~on law was promulgated on Oct9ber 4th. 
Jewish owners of rural land who, under Carol's August 9th law, 
had been given six months to liquidate their holdings, now lost 
even this period of grace. The term Jewish-owned rural pro pert}· 
was interpreted broadly so as ·to include suburban land adjacent 
to Jewish-owned factories, and this too was seized. Nominally there 
was to be compensation in the form of three percent bonds, but the 
same decree froze these bonds from the moment of issue. 

The basic Rumanization laws came on October 4th and Novem
ber 12, 1940. The first gave the Ministry of National Economy 
blanket powers to appoint RumanizatiQn commissars over any 
enterprise; the second laid down the actual procedure for the 
expulsion of Jewish employees from private concerns. But the 
tempo of Rumanization was too rapid, particularly in the eyes of 
the Gern1an military authorities and economic experts who were 
now firmly in the saddle. Germany could not afford to have the 
economy of its satellite disrupted. · Iron Guard commissars were 
replaced by non-political experts. Thus, although the law of No
vember 12th provided for the complete ouster of Jewish personnel 
by December 31, 1941, the actual pace of Rumanization was syn
chronized to the needs of the Ge1·man military machine .. 

With Germany assuming the role of the master, internal dis
sension flared up once more in November when the Iron Guard 
''executed'' 64 fo1mer aides of deposed King Carol. On November 
23rd Antonescu announced that Rumania had joined the Axis. 
A pogrom in Ploesti, center of the vital oil fields, took an estimated 
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toll of 2,000 lives. Uprisings continued throughout December. 
The climax came late in January when the faction headed by 
vice-premier Horio Sima staged an ar1ned revolt which lasted from 
Tuesday, January 21, through Thursday, January 23, 1941. Most 
of the fighting took place in Bucharest. It was accompanied by 
pogroms which swept the entire country. In the small towns of 
Moldavia and Southern Bukovina, and in the cities of Ploesti, 
Buzeu and Constanza, Jews were massacred. In Bucharest itself, 
the Jewish quarters of Vacaresti and Dudesti were destroyed, the 
headquarters of the Jewish community sacked, and the treasurer 
slain. The Palestine office was pillaged and its director was mur
dered. Scores of Jews were herded into the courtyard of the Jilava 
prison and into the Baneasa .woods, machine-gunned, and their 
corpses left lying in the snow. The climax.of bestiality was reached 
when lr~n Guardists slew 200 Jewish men, women and children in 
the Bucharest slaughterhouse and then displayed the corpses 
as kosher meat in. hideous parody of Jewish ritual slaughter of 
cattle. 

How many Jews perished during the January pogrom is still 
not known. While the government conceded that hundreds had 
been slain, other sources placed the figure at as high as six to ten 
thousand. Property damages in Bucharest alone amounted to 
366,000,000 lei. Antonescu finally suppressed the uprising with 
the help of German troops. The price he paid was complete sub
servience to Berlin. 

The five months' interval between the January massacres and 
the invasion of Russia was characterized by Hitler's economic 
satrap, Dr. Neubauer, as the period when Romania served as the 
Reich's ''quiet raw material front." During the pause the Gestapo 
helped to maintain totalitarian law and order in the interest of 
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maximum production. For the Jews this was a respite from organ-
ized murder, but the economic cold pogrom continued. They were 
now completely barred from military service; under decrees of Jan
uary 20, and March 30, 1941, they were subjected instead to heavy 
military taxes ranging as high as 15 to 20 percent of income, as well 
as flat imposts of from 1,000 to 7,000 lei annually, graduated 
according to military age. The Romanization of business person
nel, pursuant to the law of November 12, 1940, proceeded slowly 
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in enterprises where Jewish specialists 'were still needed. It was 
provided, however, that ''Aryan'' assistants were to serve with them 
until they were trained to take over such positions. Beca~se of the 
housing shortage, a decree of March 18th extended the te1, o of 
residential leases, but Jews were excluded from the benefits of this 
measure, thereby forcing many to move to slum dwellings and 
leaving others homeless. A law of M~rch 18th provided for the 
expropriation of Jewish urban real estate holdings. 

The period of relative calm came to a sudden end on June 22, 

1941 when Rumanian troops surged across the frontiers of Russia 
together with the soldiers of the Third Reich. A period of un
bridled barbarism now began, beside which the sporadic anti
Jewish outbreaks of Rumania's past history paled. The first vic
tims to fall were inhabita~ts of Jassy, a city situated about twelve 
miles from the Bessarabian border, on the very ground where the 
Rumanian army was deployed. From the first day of war the 
populace was incited against the Jews as ''confederates of theAllies 
and Russia." When military operations against the Red Army 
encountered stiff resistance, a massacre began; According to an 
official communique of July 30th, 500 Jews were lined up against 
a wall and shot on the charge of having fired on German troops. 
During the terrible July days several thousand Jews are said to 
have perished in Jassy. From that city, terror travelled with the 
Rumanian army to recaptured Kishinev and Czemowitz. A pogrom 
of particular savagery raged in Kishinev; among those murdered 
was the 83-year-old Chief Rabbi, Judah Loeb Zirelson. Jews of 
the villages and small towns near the front were herded into 
Kishinev and Czemowitz, where ghettos were established in August 
and September. In Czernowitz, the locai ~ilitary command issued 
an order that in the event of an attempt on the life of a Rumanian 
or Ge1·rnan soldier, fifty prominent Jewish residents would be shot 
together with the assailant. 

The Jews had not been quartered in' the ghettos of Kishinev 
and Czemowitz for long before an order ca,ne for their expulsion. 
In October, 1941, the Geiman-Rumanian military authorities di
rected that all Jews of Bessarabia and 85 percent of the Jews of 
Bukovina who had survived the bloody pogroms and had not been 
removed to the Russian interior, were to be deported across the 
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Dniester River, to that part of the Ukraine administered by Ru
~ania as the province of Transnistria. By August 13, 1942 the 
Krakauer Zeitung reported that 185,000 Jews had been sent to . 
Transnistria, but there is nothing to indicate whether this repre
sented the total of those deported or only those who reached the 
te1·1·itory alive. In 1939 Bessarabia and Bukovina had had a com
bined Jewish population of 330,000. Of this number, according to 
the Krakauer Zeitung, there remained by August, 1942 only 16,000, 
all in Czemowitz. Some had managed to escape, others were evacu
ated when the Red Army fell back in retreat, but tens of thousands 
remained unaccounted for; these must have perished in the mas
sacres which preceded deportation, or else they died of maltreat
ment, exposure, hunger and disease on the road to Transnistria. 

' A representative of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com-
mittee who returned from Europe in March, 1942, was told by 
persons who had spoken with Hungarian and Rumanian convoy 
troops, that the highways leading to Transnistria were lined with 
the mass graves of Jewish deportees. 

The unprecedented brutality which marked the deportation 
drive of 1941-1942 caused considerable consternation inside Ru
mania, even among supporters of the Iron Guard regime. On July 
14, 1942, a prominent Rumanian official of Bukovina submitted 
a memorandum concerning the deportation of Jews to Transnis
tria in which ·he said, among other things: 

''The savage methods employed against the Jews without 
any justification or the slightest benefit to the nation created an 
atmosphere of indescribable depression among the Rumanian 
population of Bukovina .... The population had to witness 
thousands of Jews, most of them life-long personal friends, drag
ged by a1 n1ed soldiers through the streets of Cemauti (Czer
nowi tz), with only a few belongings on their backs, and while 
the church bells called to worship, these poor souls were packed 
in carloads and deported. Their desperate cries filled our hearts 
with pity. They were dragged out of their homes without warn
ing in the middle of the night .... I personally witnessed in 
at least twent instances wild aggressions committed by riff
raff, in plain aylight, in the center of Cernauti, against some 
Jewish intellectuals, completely innocent passers-by, for1ner 
high magistrates, physicians and lawyers .... '' 

• 
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The sa1ne official made it plain that he was not concerned with 
the fate of the Jews, but with the possible effects upon Romania, 
of what he characterized as ''a savage system'' that might reduce 
Romanians ''to the lowest level of the most barbarous peoples on 
the globe." He therefore suggested that the brakes be applied., and 
that future deportations should be carried out with greater concern 
for the economic interests of Romania, and with greater emphasis 
upon the appearance of legality. 

Meanwhile, in Transnistria itself, total war and the scorched 
earth policy had reduced many towns and villages to shambles, 
so that there were fe~ habitable dwellings during the fearful 
winter of 1941-1942. To add to the misery, all food supplies were 
requisitioned by the military authorities, and no provisions or 
medical supplies could be sent to the deportees from Romania 
proper. Under the decree of August 11, 1941, issued by Professor 
Alexianu as governor of Transnistria, any Jew leaving the place 
of residence assigned to him by the inspector of police was subject 
to execution as a spy. Rumanian-controlled newspapers of the 
province have since reported many executions of Jews who at· 
tempted to flee from Transnistria. At first the Alexianu order 
applied only to Soviet Jews under Rumanian occupation, but it 
was later extended to Jewish deportees from Bukovina, Bessarabia 
and the Old Kingdom. A decree of November 11, 1941, converted 
the entire province into a gigantic penal labor colony for the 
Jewish population. In each community Jews were organized in 
groups of 20 for forced labor. The head of each colony was required 
to furnish the authorities with a list of all artisans and other em
ployable persons. The for1ner were to perfo11n any labor assigned 
to them within their special skills. Manual laborers were to toil 
according to the decree, ''in agricultural work and road repair; 
to fell trees in the forest; to work in the quarries, and similar labor.'' 

In Romania itself there were still, in July, 1942, 272,000 
Jews of whom 98,000 lived in Bucharest. By that time, all of them 
faced the pe1·man~nt threat of deportation to Transnistria on the 
slightest pretext. The widow of a noted philanthropist, for exam
ple, was deported for tearing down the ''to-let'' sign displayed in 
the window of her home by order of the Romanization Office. The 
1nost spectacular case of deportation was that of Dr. William Fil-

• 



de11nan, leader of the now defunct Union of Jewish Communities. 
According to the newspaper Timpul, the number of privately 

employed Jews was down to 17,134 by December 31, 1941, a decline 
of about 40 percent within the . year. Those who lost their jobs 
were now impressed into forced labor battalions. A decree of 
November 15, 1941, introduced forced labor for all Jewish males 
between eighteen and fifty years of age. Supervising such labor 

' 

was the General Inspectorate for Compulsory Labor Camps and 
Colonies. Actual control over Jewish labor camps was entrusted to 
the general staff of the Rumanian army and the inmates were 
subject to military 'law. 

A law of December 16, 1941 dissolved all Jewish communal 
organiza~ions including the Union of Jewish Communities and 
substituted instead the government-directed Central Office for Jews 

. . 

in Rumania. Registration with this Central Office is compulsory 
for all persons defined as Jews, including about five to six thou
sand converts and their children. The Central Office and its local 
branches acts as the sole representative of Rumanian Jews in all 
dealings with the government. It collects taxes, registers Jews for 
forced labor and for deportation, keeps vital statistics and engages 
in such welfare work as the authorities permit. The Central Office 
was also charged with the task of collecting absurd war guilt 
declarations from Rumanian Jews reading as follows: 

''I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I am responsible 
for the w~r and deserve to be punished." 

• 

In January 1942, Jews were ordered to surrender quotas of 
warm clothing and blankets to the army, which was then experi
encing the rigors of the winter campaign in Russia. This tribute 
was to be collected through the Central Office, each contribution 
being measured in proportion to gross income. Failure to deliver 
was punishable by five years' imprisonment an~ a heavy fine. Jews 
who did not possess the· fixed quotas of clothing were ordered by 
a decree, published on January 21st, to pay cash equivalent for 

. each article, the amounts ranging from 800 lei for a cap to 10,000 

lei for an overcoat~ According to the Zurich Volksrecht of August 
8, 1942, the Jews of Bucharest were forced to deliver 1,538,000 
articles of wearing apparel. The sa~e newspaper also reported that 
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of the 98,000 Jews of Bucharest, 28,177 were then engaged in 
forced labor and that of all Jewish males in Romania between 
18 and 50, only 17,000 were still exempt from forced labor because 
of the specialized skilled work which they perfo1med. The latter 
group, whose number has steadily decreased, was taxed to the 

I 

tune of 1,200,000,000 lei (nearly $3,000,000). The Jewish popula-
tion was also compelled to subscribe heavily to the Rumanian 
war loan, and was ordered to pay a collective punitive tax of four 
billion lei by December 31, 1943, under pain of deportation to 
Transnistria. 

On March 14, 1942, a law was enacted against the camouflaging 
of Jew~sh ownership which annulled all ''suspicious'' transactions 
between Jews and Romanians. The terms of ·this edict were so 
broad and the penalties so severe as to _frighten off those ''ethnic'' 
Romanians who for reasons of friendship or self-interest were aid
ing Jewish proprietors. During the first five months of enforcing 
the camouflage law, Timpul of August 10, 1942 reported 540 cases 
involving attempts to conceal Jewish ownership with the aid of 
Romanians ''who did not understand the dictate of the times and 

• 

sabotaged the great national refo11n." 
The Vice-Ministry of Romanization and Colonization, headed 

by a journalist named Titus Dragos, was created on June 11., 1942 
to administer expropriated Jewish property. Subject to the super-

, 

vision of Dragos, the management of seized buildings was taken 
over by the Romanization Commission which became notorious 
by its initials C.N.R. (Centrul National de Romanizare). This 
body ruled that former Jewish owners could continue to occup}' 
their apartments at a rental approximately 50 percent higher than 
the actual value, as long as there were no Rumanian applicants 
for tenancy. Apartments occupied by Jews are always for rent and 
Rumanian law provides that a ''to-let'' sign must always be dis
played in the window. As soon as an ''ethnic'' Rumanian apart
ment hunter finds the residence to his taste, the Jewish occupant 
must vacate it. Thousands of Jews have since been ejected from 
their homes and apartments. 

Under a law of July 3, 1942, the C.N.R. took over the admin
istration of all Jewish communal property except synagogues and 
cemeteries in actual use. On August 8, 1942 Timpul reported that 
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in the province of Prahova, whose Jewish population in 1939 
amounted to no more than 15-20 thousand, the C.N.R. seized over 
400 urban houses, 16 vineyards and landed estates, 7 forest areas, 

. and 4 factories, the aggregate value of which was officially estimated 
to be a billion lei. The management of this property between April 
and July 1942, yielded the C.N.R. an income of 7,000,000 lei~ In 
the town of Vaslui, according to Timpul of August 24, 1942, the 
C.N.R. seized the synagogue, the bath house, the poultry slaughter 
house, the hospital and the home for the aged; in Adjud, the bath 
house and the home of the ritual slaughterer; in Deva the home 
of the rabbi, the sexton's quarters, the synagogue, the bath house 
and the poultry slaughter house. All of the above was property 
which belonged to the Jewish co11,1nunity. Today the Jews are 

• 
left in possession of a few synagogues and - their cemeteries. By 

• 

June, 1943, the Rumanization Commissar reported to Marshal 
Antonescu that the Jews were being rapidly eliminated from all 
remaining positions, in favor of newly trained ''ethnic'' Rumanians. , 

By September 1, 1943 Rumanian Jewry, which had constituted 
the third largest Jewish community in Europe, faced extinc;. 
tion. In Bessarabia, once the home of a Jewish community rich 
i·n tradition, there are no Jews today. In Bukovina there were 
16,000 in mid-1942; out of the original 185,000, scarcely more than 
7 5,000 were then toiling under conditions of s.tarvation and disease 
in Transnistria. The tentative overtures made for the release of 
70,000 Transnistrian Jews brought no results. How many of the 
272,cx;,o Jews who were still in Rumania in July, 1942 are alive 
at the present writing is not known. But it is known that they 
subsist from day to day on starvation rations and in utter poverty, 
always facing deportation to penal labor and death. 

• 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

I. Background 
Yugoslavia's Jews are as varied as the peoples of the country 

itself. They may be divided broadly into Ashkenazim and Sephar
dim, and according to the areas that after 1918 emerged as the 
united state of Yugoslavia. Totalling 76,654 under the 1931 census, 
they were concentrated in such cities as Zagreb (12,315), Belgrade 
(8,389) and Sarajevo (8,090). In all, 47,244 were of Eastern Euro
pean or Ashkenazic origin. The SephardiID;, who lived mainly in 
Belgrade, Southern Serbia, Bosnia and Dalmatia numbered 26,459; 
the small oriental group 2,951. 

Serbia's Sephardic Jews represented a well-to-do middle class. 
There were a few large industrialists among them, but in the main 
they were the small traders, merchants, exporters, white collar 
workers or physicians, lawyers, architects and bankers. The Jews of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, formerly under Austrian rule, were also 
predominantly Sephardic. In Herzegovina, they were mainly 
shoemakers, tailors, plumbers and longshoremen, and their stand
ard of living was lower than in other parts of the country. In 
Bosnia, although for the most part middlemen and traders, 
they played an important role in industry, particularly in lumber. 
In recent years they had penetrated the liberal professions. A 
great part of the Sephardic and Oriental Jews o! Macedonia, ·in 
marked contrast to the rest of Yugoslavian Jewry, were uneducated 
and poverty-ridden. . 

More modern and to a certain extent assimilated, were the 
Jews of Ashkenazi origin who lived in Croatia, Slavonia and Voi
vodina. Both intellectually and economically ahead of their 
brothers in other parts of the country, they composed two-thirds 
of Yugoslavian Jewry. In Voivodina the Jews were almost exclu-. 
sively engaged in business. In Croatia they were mainly lawyers, 1 

.physicians and bankers; and owners of mills, lumber yards and 
department stores. 
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In Serbia proper, the Jews were granted full religious and civil 
liberty by the Treaty of Paris in 1856. However, that same year 
and again in 1861 measures restricting Jewish rights were adopted. 
Not until the constitution of January 2, 1889, were these curbs 
finally abolished, and the small Jewish community in Serbia, 
which in 1905 numbered only 6,430 persons, achieved complete 
equality of rights. The Council of Jewish Communities of Yugo
slavia, established in 1921, was recognized by the government as 
the central representative body of the Ashkenazi and Sephardic 
communities then in existence. Only the extreme orthodox com
munities remained aloof. 

II. Shadow of the Axis 

Anti-Semitism was practically unknown until 1918, when Slo
venia, Croatia and Voivodina were joined to old Serbia. These 
former Habsburg provinces brought with them the seeds of anti
J ewish feeling, which after 1933 flourished so well under the care 
of Geiman propaganda. The Reich was reported to have spent 
30 million dinars for this purpose, and by 1940 the vines of anti
semitism were firmly rooted in certain influential circles of Yugo-
slavia. · 

As usual foreign Jews who had escaped to the country were the 
first victims. As early as February, 1940, all Jewish refugees in 
Croatia were ordered interned in special camps to be maintained 
by the Yugoslav Jewish organizations. By April, 700 refugees were 
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distributed among ten such internment centers. 
In July, 1940, a brand new weekly entitled Balkan, markedly 

anti-Semitic in tone, made its appearance, and Zbor, a quasi-totali
tarian organization, busied itself with the dissemination of anti-

-
Jewish literature. Two months later, the newspaper Vreme called 
for the liquidation of the Jews along the totalitarian pattern. 

The first official steps against Yugoslav Jewry coincided with 
increased Nazi influence, which was organically connected with 
the economic dependence of Yugoslavia upon the Reich. The king
dom had large surpluses of corn, cereals, cattle, wine, fruit, eggs, 
lumber and ore. It had to import wool, cotton, machines and pit 
coal. The western democracies, especially post-war France, did 
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little trade with Yugoslavia. With the exception of some wood to 
French North Africa, eggs to Switzerland, eggs and fowl to Eng· 
land, hops to the United States, Yugoslavia found no market for 
her products in the democratic countries. Exports to France, Eng· 
land, Belgium, and the Netherlands during 1939 did not exceed 
17.35% of Yugoslavia's totai exports, while imports from these 
countries constituted only 9.47% of Yugoslavia's total import 
trade. 

On the other hand, Germany more than willingly bought 
cereals and other agrarian products as well as wood and ore, while 
Italy was a great consumer of Yugoslav cattle, wood and brown 
coal. In exchange, these countries furnished Yugoslavia with much 
needed industrial products, cotton yarn and armaments. In 1939 
Ger111any controlled 47.6 percent of Yugoslavian imports and 39.2 
percent of its export trade. The Reich's absorption of Bohemia 
and Moravia in March, 1939, transferred large Czech capital in
vestments in Yugoslavia to German control. In October of that 
y~ar a trade pact provided for increased shipments of minerals and 
timber to the Reich in return for German munitions. Ge11nan}· 
was strengthening her grip and Yugoslavia was forced to walk the 

• 

tightrope of political expediency. What this ineant for the Jews 
has become a familiar story. The public offices and the ministries 
were the first to be infected by the an.ti-Jewish policy. State and 
municipal contracts were withheld from Jews on the flimsiest pre
texts and Jews were pushed out of official positions. Some 400 
Jewish public officials who had been appointed during the early 
days of the kingdom were gradually eliminated, and the intricate 
tax system was operated to the detriment of the Jews. On August 
17, 1940, it was the German radio that announced the Yugosla,· 
government was planning curbs. 

All of these measures were extra-legal, but in October with a 
new German trade pact brewing, the time was ripe for the first 

' 
''legal'' anti-Jewish curbs. By a law of October 5, licenses previ· 
ously granted to wholesale food concerns owned or co-owned by 
Jews, or the capital of which was mainly owned by Jews, were sum
marily cancelled. Their renewal was left to the discretion of local 
authorities. The latter were further empowered to place state com
missioners in charge of the concerns whose licenses had been re-
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voked. These were to be liquidated within two months. Punisl1-
ment of as high as two years' imprisonment and 500,000 dinars fine 
was provided for violation, with internment and forced labor for 
repeated transgression. Another decree of the same date introduced 
a numerus clausus in the universities, high schools, teachers' semi
naries, and other professional schools. Exceptions were granted to 
children of parents who had been of service to the state. Foreign 
Jews were completely barred. A further decree of October 7th 
banned Jews from the wholesale food trade and appointed govern
ment commissioners over Jewish-owned food factories. These de
crees did not apply in Croatia. Finally under a new edict, in mid
October, all Jews were excluded from printing, publishing and 
newspaper concerns, and from maintaining bookstores. This action 
followed the expulsion of Jews from the motion picture industry 
and radio. 

On October 19, 1940, the new economic accord assured Ger
many of about 6o percent of Yugoslavia's exports as against some 
50 percent under the previous agreement. In announcing the pact, 
Yugoslav Foreign Minister Cincar-Markovitch frankly declared 
that Yugoslav cooperation with the Third Reich was not only 
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''economic but political." By January 7, 1941, Yugoslavia owed 
Germany about 1,000,000,000 dinars on their joint compensation 
trade account, and Ge11nany's economic stranglehold on Yugo
slavia was an accomplished fact. 

German anti-Jewish propaganda did not always find smooth 
· sailing. It was reported that dissension prevailed in the Yugoslav 
Cabinet over the Jewish issue and that several members had threat-

. . 
ened to resign if the government embarked on a large scale anti-
Semitic program. On April 24, 1939, go percent of the student body 
of the University of Belgrade, in their magazine Mladost, con
demned anti-Semitism and appealed to Yugoslav youth to fight 
racialism as the ''grave of civilization." When the numerus clausus 
beca111e effective, a general scuffle took place between fascist
minded and progressive students at the Belgrade University. The 
Yugoslav Society of High School Teachers openly denounced the 
decree as unconstitutional. 

High Greek Orthodox and Catholic circles were unanimous in 
condemning anti-Jewish propaganda. Early in 1940, the Serbian 
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Patriarch ,Gavrilo, while visiting a synagogue near Belgrade, de
plored religious persecution, and the official Catholic organ Die 

• 
Donau condemned racialism. In October, the Patriarch of Sarajevo 
expressed to representatives of the Jewish Community his sym· 
path y for their suffering. 

One month before the first anti-Jewish measures were 
taken by the government, the District Court of Spalato, on De
cember 5, 1939, decided against a claimant, who was a Nazi com
missar in Vienna, ruling that Yugoslav debtors of Jewish fi11ns 
which had been expropriated by the Reich must pay their debts 
not to the appointed commissars, but to the former Jewish owners, 
even if these owners were refugees abroad. The court stated that it 
could not recognize the institution of a commissar appointed on 
racial grounds, since this would contradict the Yugoslav Constitu-

. tion which guaranteed equal rights to Jews. 
In January, 1940, three Jewish judges were awarded royal 

orders, and in April the Belgrade municipality named streets in 
honor of the Jewish brothers, Amar, who had been killed_during 
the first World War, and the noted Jewish writer Chaim Davitcho. 
On February 4, 1940, a Belgrade court imposed a heavy fine on 
the editor of the German-language periodical Erwache for pub
lishing Talmud forgeries. 

The collapse of France, Italy's entrance into the war, the po
litical alignment of Hungary, Rumania and· Bulgaria, all served to 
pull Yugoslavia into the Axis maelstrom. On December 6, 1940, 
Premier Cvetkovitch declared that his country was willing to par
ticipate in the creation of a new European order. A few months 
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later, on March 25, 1941, Premier Cvetkovitch signed a treaty in 
Vienna which made Yugoslavia a member of the Axis. 

This event was immediately followed by mass arrests· of Jews 
and other anti-Nazi elements on the basis of lists of ''undesirables'' 
handed to the government by the Gestapo. There was a short re
spite when the revolution of March 27th brought to power the 
anti-Axis Simovitch government. Quick revocation of the anti
semitic laws was immediately promised to the Jews. On April 2nd, 
three anti-Semitic newspapers were suppressed. Nazi propaganda 
outdid itself in spreading the word that the Jews had fomented 
the revolution. When on April 6th, German troops invaded the 
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country, Hitler declared that this war was forced upon him b)' 
''British imperialism and Jewish capital." 

The regular Yugoslav Army, after brave but brief resistance, 
capitulated on April 18th. The country was divided into seven 
parts. And for the Jews the nightmare began. 

III. Dismembered Kingdom 
Serbia proper was reduced to approximately its 1912 boun· 

daries. Occupied by Gem1an troops, it is ruled as a Geiman pro
tectorate by a puppet Serbian Government established on August 
29, 1941, under General Milan Neditch. Including German-occu
pied Banat, there were 20,000 Jews in Serbia. Montenegro, a pup
pet state under Italy's control, has no Jewish population. In 
Croatia, a puppet state which includes Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and is ruled by Poglavnik Ante Pavelitch, there were about 30,000 
Jews. Dalmatia, the Croat districts of Susak, Castica, Cabar, a part 
of Delnice in the vicinity of Fiume, as well as a part of north
western Slovenia which is ruled as the Protectorate of Ljubljana, 
were annexed by Italy. Ger1nany also received parts of Slovenia 
with centers at Maribor and Veldes. In the Hungarian-annexed 
parts of Backa and Banat (Voivodina) there were some 15,000 
Jews; in the Bulgarian-annexed districts of Macedonia about 
15,000. 

• 

a) German-Occupied Areas 
For the Jews in Ger1nan-occupied Yugoslavia, that is Serbia 

proper and the Banat region, disaster started with the day of occu
pation. According to the testimony of a special envoy of General 
Draja Mihailovitch, several days after Nazi occupation, hundreds 
of Jews in Belgrade were lined up and every fifth one was shot. On 
a single morning, 119 Jews .were murdered in this manner. 

On April 10th, the persecution of Jews was begun in Banat, in 
a section where there lived a thinly scattered Geiman population. 
All the Jews were jailed and the most prominent were killed at 
once. The remainder were placed in a tugboat and taken to Pan
cevo where they were turned over to the Gestapo. In Petrovgrad, 
Jewish men were ordered to dig their own graves. Then they were 
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shot, as their wives looked on. On August aoth, all Banat Jews were 
transferred to Belgrade; they were sent to a labor camp at Tas
majdan for forced labor; many were shot. The Banat had become 
judenrein. 

Mass executions of ''Communists and Jews'' for alleged sabo
tage or for aiding the Serbian guerrillas was the order of the day 

' 

in almost every city and town. According to Ger1nan figures, from 
August to November, 1941, ~18 Jews and 18 Jewesses were exe
cuted in Yugoslavia. In December, 1941, Yugoslav sources revealed 
that 280 Jews, among them women and children, were executed in 
the concentration camp of Uzice on charges of aiding the Serbian 
guerrillas. In the small town of Kragujevac, which had a small but 
wealthy Jewish population of about 400, all males between the 
ages of 15 and 50 were among some 3,500 slain in reprisal for the 
killing of 1 o Germans. 

By October, 1941, according to a trustworthy source, 4,000 Jews 
had already been shot, while by November the toll had mounted 
to 6,000. By this time, only 250 Jewish men remained in Belgrade. 
Women and children who, until then had not been molested, were 
summoned to the Tasmajdan camp on Christmas Day. The chil
dren were sent to unknown destinations; the girls and younger 
women were shipped in three railway cars, presumably to Poland. 
The rest were confined that winter in the Zemun camp near 
Belgrade. 

The robot Nazi machinery did not stop to catch its breath; 
simultaneously with the mass executions, it ground out the same 
old anti-Jewish legislation. On April 20, 1941, all Jews, irrespec
tive of age or sex, were ordered by the German Kommandantur to 

register in person and to bring all their jewelry and valuables with 
them. For purposes of this law, a Jew was defined as such if born 
into the Jewish faith. A decree of May 25th froze all Jewish bank 
accounts. All commercial transactions concluded with Jews after 
April 5th, the day before the Nazi invasion, were declared void. 
On May 30th, a decree issued by the forces of occupation in Serbia 
entitled ''Law on Jews and Gyps~es'' established the legal status of 
Jews in ''Old Serbia." It defined a Jew as such if descended from at 
least three Jewish grandparents. Jews were again ordered to reg
ister and the yellow armband inscribed with the word ''Jew'' was 
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introduced. They were excluded from alJ administrative offices 
and eliminated from the liberal professions. All concerns and real 
estate owned by Jews were to be registered and the owners lost the 
right of disposal of their property. All Jews between the ages of 
14 and 60 were declared subject to forced labor. The Serbian au
thorities were made responsible for the· carrying out of these 
measures. 

The small Belgrade Jewish community was pauperized by a 
single blow. A fine of 10 million dinars ($300,000 at pre-war rate) 
was imposed upon it, to be paid in two installments, the first on 
June 10th, the second only 10 days later. All able-bodied Jews were 
placed in segregated labor gangs and compelled to work ten hours 
a day. In Belgra~e, they were forced to clean the rubble of the 
bombed city, under the supervision of German soldiers and local 
Volksdeutsche. Decrees of May 20th, May 21st, and July 16th, ex
cluded the Jews from the press, the theater, literature and the film 
industry. On July 22nd, a decree provided for the appointment of 
commissars to administer Jewish-owned property. On January 3, 
1942, the occupation command in Belgrade announced that all 
Jewish-owned property in the·care of commissars must be reported 
to the security police and the Belgrade Feld- or Kreis-komman
dantur before January 15th. On February 11th, the Ministry of 
Finance was authorized to sell the land and concerns belonging to 
Jews who had ''offended the state." The proceeds of said sales were 
to be used to satisfy the claims of the for mer owners, as well as the 
claims of certain third parties. The usual restrictions for the pur
pose of segregation were placed on Jews. Those who had left their 
homes during the war were not allowed to return. A curfew be
tween 8 P.M. and 6 A.M. was enforced, and Jews were barred from 
theaters, restaurants and other public places. In February Jews 
were forbidden to travel on trains. In September 1942, the Serbian 
Council of Ministers decreed that all Jewish-owned real estate and 
other holdings become the property of the state. 

At about this time, to meet General Mihailovitch's threat to 
attack concentration camps and liberate the internees, the German 
forces of occupation removed 12,000 Jews from various small 
concentration camps to a new camp at Parachin, surrounded by 
electrified barbed wire and· strongly guarded by special German 
troops. 



By the summer of 1942 there were no longer any Jews in B,~1-
grade. Its Jewish population had either been herded into suburbc:tn 
forests and shot or sent to concentration camps. Later even these 
camps were liquidated. The Jewish internees were brought to tl1e 
town of Zemun, whidl was under the supervision of the German 
Feldkommandantur of Belgrade, and were kept in an. open stod,
yard. Some time in February 1942, 3,000 women were deported 
from this town. In July 1942, there were 7,000 Jewish women and 
children under 18 years of age in Zemun. The men had been 
transferred elsewhere, the majority to the East for forced labor. 

The scale of the Nazi-fostered propaganda campaign in Serbia 
may be measured by ''Premier'' Milan Neditch's statement <>f 
April, 1942,. that over 100,000 copies of five anti-Semitic pamphlets 
had been circulated since November 1941. Nevertheless, the m,1-
jority of the Serbian population remained sympathetic to the Je~,s 
and opposed to the anti-Jewish policy of the puppet government. 
A small minority of fascist Serbs, Moslems and local Ge1 mans 
have furnished the only collaboration for the German exte11nina
tion policy. 

On December 24, 1941, the German occupation command 
found it necessary to threaten the death penalty for harboring or 
in any way assisting Jews. In June 1942, public whipping was 
introduced for persons convicted of selling food to Jews on the 
black· market. 

On September 9, 1942, the Berlin Boerse1zzeitung boasted that 
old Serbia and the Banat province are ''the first areas in South
eastern Europe to be completely judenrein." Soon thereafter, the 
Jewish section of the Gestapo in Serbia was closed down as ''there 
,vere no longer any living Jews within its operating area." 

b) Croatia 

Croatia obtained virtual autonomy in 1939, after a long in
ternal struggle between Serbs and Croats. The dominating poli ti
cal parties of Croatia, the Peasants headed by Vladimir Machek, 
and the Independent Democrats, were both firmly anti-Na~i and 
democratic. However, Croatia's democratic regime was short
lived. On April 10, 1941, four days after the Ge11nan invasion, 
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while the desperate struggle of the Yugoslav army was still going 
on, Ante Pavelitch, leader of the fascist Ustashi, proclaimed the 
independence of Croatia. His puppet state was promptly recog
nized by the Axis powers. 

The Pavelitch government announced that the Nuremberg 
laws would shortly be introduced. In a special broadcast on April 
14, 1941, Pavelitch declared that the property of Zagreb's 12,oop 
Jews would be confiscated and distributed equally among the 
Croats. On April 20th the Geiman forces of occupation ordered 
the Jews of Croatia to deliver the keys of all community centers, 
synagogues and institutions to the local military authorities. Jewish 
business men were instructed to compile lists of their belongings 
and to tum over to the Ge1 mans the keys to their concerns and 
safes. A racial law after the traditional Nazi pattern was enacted 
on April 30, 1941. It provided, however, for a special category of 

· ''honorary Aryans," a title to be bestowed upon Jews who had 
rendered special service to the Croat nation before April 10, -1941, 
and on their descendants. In view of the prohibition on mixed 
marriages, it is interesting to note that the wives of the three fore
most Croat leaders, Ante Pavelitch himself, Marshal Slavko Kvater
nik, and Minister Milovan Zanitch, are Jewesses. Decrees in May 
prohibited the employment of Aryan female servants in Jewish 
households. During the same month, Jewish lawyers were dis
barred and the licenses of Jewish physicians were revoked. By June 
7th, all Jewish government employees were ousted; after October 
7th, Jews were barred from the universities. Anti-Jewish exhibi
tions were organized in five Croat cities. 

All Jews over 13 and Jewesses over 12, were ordered to wear 
''distinctive markings," and they were also barred from public 
places. Practically all the synagogues in Croatia were either liqui
dated or converted into ''Aryan'' clubs. Following the projected 
transfer of the capital of Croatia from Zagreb to Banjaluka, all 
Jews were exiled from the latter. The lone Jewish cemetery was 
destroyed and its tombstones used for the paving of streets. 

On May 21st, 1942, a decree deprived the Jews of citizenship 
and made of them mere ''subjects''; on September 6, they were 
declared stateless. On June 4th, Jews were excluded from partici
pation in literature, art, the tl1eater, and all athletic activities. The 
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same day a decree bar1·ed Jews from all governmental and muni
cipal offices and from the liberal professions. A Pavelitch decree of 
June 5th made the ''l1iding or veiling'' of Jewish property punish
able by a prison te11n of from one to five years, and Jews were 
ordered to register their firms and properties. Intensive investiga
tions of thousands of Jewish shops were conducted in August prior 
to Aryanization. On August 27th, a decree ordered the confiscation 
of all Jewish-owned dwellings and real estate in Zagreb. The 
German radio on October 29th announced the confiscation of all 
Jewish-owned property, enterprises and bank accounts. The Jews 
were ordered to surrender to the revenue authorities all securities, 
precious metals, tapestries and objects of art. Debts to Jews were 
to be paid to the Ministry of Finance. 

Practically all Jews under 65 were deported and inte1ned. 
Often they were dragged from one camp to another without appar
ent reason. The camps themselves were lacking in the most primi
tive -hygienic equipment. Internees were forbidden to communi
cate with their families, and were completely cut off from the out
side world. Deaths which occurred in camps were not reported . 

• 

In the concentration camps of Loborgrad there were 1,400 
women and children; in Jasenovac, about 100 kilometers south 
of Zagreb, some 3,000 men were interned. Some 7,000 Serbs 
and 2,800 Jews were condemned to labor in the salt mines of Pag, 
the loneliest and most deserted of the Dalmatian Islands. The 
barracks were overcrowded and fly-infested. Food was scarce and 
the prices fantastic. Cheese cost from 200 to 300 dinars a kilogram. 
The camp was surrounded by machine guns, which were often in 
use. Natives told of corpses floating off the island shores. The large 
number of Jews who had been deported to work in the salt mines 
of Dalmatia were, after Italian occupation, transferred to camps 
in the interior of Croatia. In all the camps, health conditions were 
intolerable, with the mortality rate constantly rising, especially 
after January, 1942. Although some Jewish doctors were pe1mitted 
to work in Croat hospitals, they were not allowed to work in con
centration camps for Jews. In some camps there is only one phy
sician or a medical student for 2,000 or more prisoners. 

It is estimated that during the first six months of the Pavelitcl1 
regime at least 200 Jews were executed i11 Croatia. According to a 
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report of the C1·oat government published by the Donauzeitung, 
357 Jews were executed during the first half of 1942. The Yugoslav 
government-in-exile report of February 5, 1942, states that 150 
Croatian-born Je;ws were .killed in the Braka district by a single 
unit of Pavelitch's Ustashi; in another section of Croatia 130 
Jewish refugees from Germany were massacred. 

By February, 1942, the Croat government considered the Jew
ish problem ''solved," and liquidated the existing state office 
which had dealt .specifically with Jewish affairs. Its functions 
were turned over to the Ministries of, Finance, Commerce and In
terior. All confiscated Jewish property which had not been turned 
over to public institutions, was to be auctioned and sold to ''reli-
able'' Croats and Volksdeutsche. · 

The attitude of the population is -~ot uniform. A large ele
ment, especially the local Moslems and Volksdeutsche, willingly 

I 

participated in the persecution of Jews. On the other hand, in 
February, 1942, the BBC reported that the Catholic clergy in 
Croatia had protested by ''wearing the same badge which the gov
ernment of Ante Pavelitch has forced the Jews to wear." In 
Zagreb, open protests were voiced from the pulpits of the Catholic 
churches. As a result, a priest named Lanker, who was charged 
with helping Jews and conducting anti-government propaganda, 
was sentenced to twenty years of hard labor. In March, 1942, the 
friendship displayed by Croatians to their Jewish fellow-prisoners 
in the camp at Jasenovac forced the authorities to transfer the 
Jews to another camp. 

The Pavelitch government's policy toward the Jews does not 
differ from Hitler's. Extermination is the aim. As early as Septem
ber 4, 1941, the Popolo di Roma put this blunt question: ''Where 
are Croatia's 40,000 Jews now?'' 

By May, 1942, the Nazi organ, Grenzbote, triumphantly an
nounced that the Jewish population of Croatia had, in the course 
of one year, been reduced from 35,000 to 6,000. One after another, 
the concentration camps closed down because the inmates had 
disappeared. First Loborgrad in August; then Jasenovac several 
weeks later. There were still a few Jewish communities in Croatia 
as late as the first half of 1943. Hroatski List of February 11, 1943, 
announced that all Jews living in Osijek, including foreign and 

' 



baptized Jews, were to 1·eport to the police the following day. Those 
failing to do so would be sent to a concentration camp. On March 
5th Nova Hrvatska published an order summoning all Jews of 
Zagreb to report to the police with their documents by March 1 oth. 
According to a Geneva report dated May 13, 1943, there then re
mained in Zagreb about 1,000 Jews, including 230 persons living in 
four homes for the aged. The Jews of Sarajevo were ordered to 
report to the local police by April 10, 1943. As late as May, 1943, 
some 3,000 Jewish women were still held in a concentration camp 
near Novogradzisca, and 1,500 men were in a camp near Jasenovac. 
At the end of May, some 400 Jews who were still living in Zagreb 
under the protection of the Archbishop, were seized one night and 
deported, before the churchman could intervene to save them. 

c) Italian.Occupied Area 
It is to Italian-occupied territories and Italy that the Jews of 

Croatia tried desperately to escape. For compared to conditions in 
the rest of dismembered Yugoslavia, Italian-held areas were havens 
of refuge. During the first months of the Ustashi regime, the Croat 
authorities delivered exit pe11nits to Jews who paid their part of 
the tribute imposed upon the Zagreb Jewish community. The 
number of Jews who thus escaped is estimated at 3,000, although 
some sources claim that 6,000 Croat Jews managed to reach the 
Italian-held towns of Ljubljana, Split and Susak; while some 2,000 

Jews from Bosnia treked to Italian-occupied Dalmatia (Split, 
Boche di Cattaro), and others fled to Albania. 

The Italian occupants did nothing to encourage this influx. 
Their consulate in Zagreb refused to grant visas on exit pe1111its 
issued by the Ustashi authorities, so that the holders were obliged 
to slip surreptitiously across the Croat-Italian border. By the end 

' 

of June, 1941, the Italians closed their borders, and refugees con-
centrated in Boche de Cattaro, and in Albania, were transferred 
to a concentration camp in Kavaja, Northern Albania. Here they 
remained until December, 1941, when they were moved to a camp 
in Ferramonte, in South Italy where some of them are still held. 
Others were released to ''confino libero'' and shifted in part to the 
province of Sondrio. A number of refugees who reached Split later 
succeeded in entering Italy. 
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For the most part, tl1e Italians interned only those who were 
destitute or ''under suspicion." Italian camps are more tolerable 
than those under Croatian or German control, and the internees 
are not subjected to h~rd labor. 

I 

d) Hungarian Occupied Area 

Immediately after tl1e Hungarians occupied Voivodina, the 
go,·ernment issued a decree providing that all persons of Yugoslav 
nationality who had settled in the area after December 1, 1918, 

were to leave the country. They were not to receive any compen
sation for the loss of their properties, investments, or work for the 
past twenty years. 

The decree, however, scarcely affected the Jews of Voivodina, 
for most of them had lived there for generations, and were by their 
language, family and business ties connected with Hungary. There 
was also some attempt to resettle the Jews of the newly acquired 
area in Hungary proper. Until the latter part of 1941, little news 
came from Voivodina. In some cases Jews were reported to be 
expelled with only 300 dinars in their pockets. Many were intern~d 
in camps together with the Serbs. It was reported that in Novi Sad, 
13,000 Jews were forced to live in an open camp through the cold
est months of winter, with little food or clothing. 

Anti-Jewish measures µiade themselves felt in June, 1941. Al
though Jews suffered through loss of work, their property was not 
confiscated at this time. And, although the Hungarian border is 
permanently closed, a number of Belgrade Jews succeeded in 
reaching Hungarian-held territory wher~, for the moment, they 
were safe. 

On May 7, 1942, however, the Yugoslav government-in-exile 
charged that the Hungarian troops occupying Northern Yugoslavia 
were torturing and killing ''at least 100,000 Serbians and Jews.'' 

In Novi Sad, the Hungarians were reported to have executed 
· 120 Jews, including women, children and the aged. For alleged co

operation with Yugoslav guerrilla units, a heavy fine was imposed 
on the Jewish community. After partisans attacked Novi Sad and 
killed 60 Hungarian gendarmes, certain districts were surrounded 
and 2,000 Serbs and 1,000 Jews were murdered. The Yugoslav 
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government-in-exile also charges that Serbs and Jews have been 
entirely ext ~rminated from the towns of Subotica, Horgos, Sombor. 
Backa-To1 ola and Novi Sad. 

e) Bulgari ccupied ..4.rea 
Only a few cities of the Bulgarian-occupied Macedonian areas 

had Jewish inhabitants. There were some 3,000 in Skoplje, about 
7,000 in Bitolj, and a very, small number in Stip and others. The 
Bulgarian government at first showed little inclination to perse
cute the Jews. The measures taken by Sofia in June 1941, were 
said to have been due largely to German pressure. For tµe most 
part, however, Jews of Yugoslav Macedonia were too poor to be 
worth plundering. The decree ordering all Yugoslav citizens who 
had settled in the Bulgarian-occupied zone after December 7, 
1918, to return to their former homes, had little bearing upon the 
Jewish inhabitants, although it did apply to refugees from Ger
man-occupied Belgrade and Sarajevo. 

Although the Bulgarian government did not conduct a sys
tematic drive against the Jews during the first year, it gave a free 
ha11d to Vancho Mihailoff, the notorious Axis protege and bandit, 
who returned to the Balkans from Germany in April 1941. Mi
hailoff's Black Corps, composed of renegade Komitajis, terrorized 
the Serbian and Jewish inhabitants. Official persecution began last 
year, when many Macedonian Jews were exiled to the Bulgarian
held island of Thasos in the Aegean. In May 1943, trainloads of 
Jews deported by the Bulgarians reached the notorious extermina
tion center of Treblinka, in German-occupied Poland. By the end 
of May, all of the Jewish inhabitants of the Bulgarian-held terr·i
tory were said to have been deported to Poland. 

IV. Jewi,h Chetnik, 
The Jews of Yugoslavia, unlike those in other Axis-subjugated 

countries, have been able to fight back. There are many Jews in 
Draja Mihailovitch's army and in the partisan detachments. In 
fact, the General's aide de camp is a young Jewish doctor from 
Belgrade. A Jewish Patriotic Brigade was created under the leader
ship of a guerrilla fighter named Wiener; it has fought Axis 
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troops many times. Many of these Jewish fighters are fo1mer 
prisoners of concentration camps whom Chetniks and partisans 
have liberated. The Jewish Chetniks are important enough in 
number to publish their own newspaper, Zidov. 
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BULGARIA 

I. Background 
When the Jews of Spain and Portugal were seeking new 

homes, a number of them found their sanctuary in Bulgaria. 
Modern Bulgarian Jewry consists almost entirely of the descend
ants of these Sephardim, and to this day Ladino, an old Judeo
Spanish dialect, is their language. It was not until the eighties of 
the last century that Jews of Ashkenazi stock, mainly from Hun
gary, Austria and Russia, joined the Bulgarian Jewish com-

• mun1ty. 
The Congress of Berlin which e~tablished Bulgarian inde

pendence in 1878, laid down the principle of equality of civil and 
political rights for minorities in that country. This principle was 
incorporated into the Bulgarian Constitution and Jews con_tinued 
to enjoy full rights from that time until 1940. In 1880 the gov
ernment recognized the Jewish community as a juridical body, 
and until Bulgaria openly joined the Axis, there were 32 organ
ized Jewish communities with smaller Ashkenazi settlements func
tioning in Sofia, Ruschuk, and Varna. All were represented before 
the government through a central consistory whose executive 
board was popularly elected. The board was always consulted by 
the government in matters of Jewish concern . 

• 
In 1878 there were 19,000 Jews in Bulgaria. By 1934 their 

number had grown to 48,565 (0.80 percent of the total popula
tion). Over 92 percent lived in the larger cities. In Sofia alone, 
at the end of 1939, there resided some 27,038 Jews, about 11 per
cent of the capital's inhabitants. The number of Jews was in
creased in 1940 by the acquisition from Rumania of South Do
bru_jda with 1,000 Jews, occupied Yugoslav territory with 15,000; 
and 3,000 or 4,000 in the Thracian province annexed after the 
dismemberment of Greece. Before deportations began, ''Greater'' 
Bulgaria contained about 70,000 Jews. 

Bulgarian Jewry played a very modest part in both the cul-

. . 
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tural and economic life of the country. According to 1926 statis
tics, although Jews comprised 0.85 percent of the total population, 
they participated in the economy only to the extent of half of 
one percent. The greatest number were occupied in commerce 
(8,326), followed by the various crafts and industries (5,280). 
There were comparatively few in the liberal professions (772) 
and transportation (330); and 147 were employed as domestic 
help. Only a handful were in the civil service and agriculture. 
By 1941 the number of Jews in the liberal professions had prac
tically dwindled to 150 physicians and 95 lawyers. 

Although the achievements of Bulgarian Jewry were not 
spectacular, they held a definite place in the life of the country. 
The former Minister of Education, Stoyan Omarchevsky, stated 
that among the male population of the Jews, and the female 
population of the A1·menians, there was to be found the greatest 
percentage of literacy in Bulgaria. For the school year of 1926-
1927, some 3,347 pupils were enrolled in the 43 Jewish educational 
institutions. Bulgarian Jews kept to their traditions. There were 
~ingularly few conversions, and in the census of 1934, all but 
1,200 persons of Jewish descent gave Judaism as their religion. 

II. Cerman Influence 
Anti-Semitism was very weak until collaboration with Hitler. 

Of the small and unsuccessful anti-Semitic groups, the fascist 
army league, Rodna Zaschita, was the most conspicuous. This 
organization, active between 1925 and 1930, was finally suppressed 
by the government, only to be reinstated five years later under 
foreign pressure, together with other fascist and anti-Semitic 
groups. In 1934, when a synagogue and the home of a Jewish 
resident were bombed, the government ordered the arrest of 140 
anti-Jewish agitators. 

In July 1939, members of the outlawed anti-Semitic organiza
tion Ratnitsi perpetrated anti-Jewish excesses in the town of 
Pazardjik. In September adherents of the same organization were 
arrested in Sofia for plundering ana destroying Jewish shops. The 
Bulgarian government issued an official statement reaffirming its 
dete1mination to suppress anti-Jewish disorders and to put an 
end to the subversive activities of the Ratnitsi and the National 



Legionnaires. Persons supporting these outlawed organizations 
were to be interned in concentration camps. On FeJ)ruary 4, 
1940, the government declared that it recognized no distinction 
between Jews and other law-abiding Bulgarian citizens and 
strongly condemned the anti-Jewish excesses. 

But the Bulgarian government, subjected to strong Get 111an 
pressure, was forced to take back with its left hand what its right 
hand had given. Refugees from Germany, Austria and Czecho
slovakia were again placed on the rack, and Jews from Italy and 
Greece, many of whom had lived in Bulgaria for decades, were 
given a foretaste of Nazi method. After 1937, when through 
manipulated trade pacts the Reich achieved economic domina
tion over Bulgaria, Nazi political influence grew rapidly. Through
out most of 1939 the Kiosseivanoff Cabinet was cautiously but 
consistently _pro-Ger111an. Influenced by Nazi promises of assist
ance in the pressing of Bulgarian territorial claims against 
Rumania and Greece, as well as Ge1n1an threats of military and 
economic reprisals if Bulgaria failed to ••cooperate'', Bulgaria was 
between the devil and the deep blue sea. 

Internally, however, the government made a last stand against 
outright Nazification, and in April 1939, the Bulgarian National 
Socialist Party was dissolved. But by January 1940, Kiosseivanoff 
had to step aside in favor of the actively pro-Ge11nan government 
headed by Professor Bogdan Philoff. Hitler's role in the regain
ing of Southern Dobrudja made the Reich's position even 
stronger. On June 20th Bulgaria signed a ''cultural and educa
tional'' treaty with Ge1n1any. The first tangible results of this 
agreement were the dissolution on July 27, 1940 of the Freemasons, 
and restrictions on the civil rights of Jews on October 8th. These 
measures were approved on December 24, 1940 by the Bulgarian 
National Assembly (Sobranje), which since the Gheorgieff coup 
d'etat of 1934 had to all intents become, an obedient rubber 
stamp for King Boris. 

On January 23, 1941 a ''Law for the Protection of the Nation'' 
was published in the Bulgarian Official Gazette. Its second sec
tion, dealing with ''persons of Jewish descent," in one fell sweep 
completely robbed Jews of their civil rights, imposed economic 
restrictions, and in a diluted form introduced the Nazi racial 
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criterion. Jews were defined as such if possessing one Jewish 
parent. Offsprings of mixed marriages concluded before the law 
went into effect, and persons of Jewish descent who already had, 
or would in the future adopt the Christian faith, were deemed 
Jews. The law also banned Jews from naturalization and from 
using Bulgarian endings in their names. It closed to them all 
state institutions or private welfare societies, banned them from 
ernployment in clerical positions in state or municipal institu
tions, and forbade them to join the a1 my. It ordered them to 
perfo11n forced labor in segregated labor carnps. It forbade Jews 
to marry Bulgarians or to employ Bulgarian domestics. It intro
duced a numerus clausus in the schools. It cleared the way for 
segregation by preventing Jews from changing their residence 
without police permission, and by authorizing municipal and 
village authorities to exclude Jews. Broad · economic restrictions 
deprived them of the right to own or rent land, compelling the 
liquidation of real property by sale to the state land fund. In each 
given locality, Jewish,professionals and business men were thence
forth to constitute no larger proportion than their percentage, 
locally, in the population. Jews could not own banks, cinemas or 
newspapers, or be the directors of such enterprises. All property 
owned by Jews was to be registered with the National Bank 
within a month after the law went into effect. 

Shortly afterwards, on February 15, 1941, a ••regulation for 
the application of the law for the protection of the nation'' 
established the category of ••preferred Jews'' to consist of: 

(a) War veterans and volunteers decorated for bravery, war 
orphans and widows. 

(b) Persons of Bulgarian birth registered or residing in a 
Bulgarian community before the law became effective, 
who had been converted to Christianity before September 
1, 1940. 

(c) Jews mar1ied to Bulgarians before September 1, 1940 and 
who had adopted Christianity prior to this law. 
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III. A.sh Partnerahip 

a) Legialative Pogrom 

On March 1, 1941, the same day that, in Vienna, Premier 
Philoff ceremoniously signed the Axis pact in Hi tier's presence, 
the Ge1·man a1 my entered Bulgaria. On March 2nd, the Bulgarian 
Sobranje ratified the pact and accepted the ''temporary'' presence 
of German troops. Thus Bulgaria became a full fledged satellite 
of Ge1·111any. The anti-Jewish policy was immediately intensified 
and a number of new measures were introduced. On March 11th, 
all the Jewish inhabitants of Philipopolis were expelled to other 
parts of the country, and their homes and furniture were requisi
tioned for the use of Gerrnan officers. The following week, Jewish 
dealers were ordered to register their stocks, a preliminary step 
to confiscation. In April all Jewish agents and salesmen were 
ordered dismissed from their positions and the government, over
anxious to please the Axis, announced that it was sending a dele
gation to Hungary for the purpose of studying that country's anti-
Jewish 1egislation. · 

In July the confiscation of property began. A law dated July 
13th provided for a 20 percent tax on Jewish-owned properties 
valued between 200,000 and 3,000,000 levas and 25 percent on 
properties worth over 3,000,000. In Sofia alone, a tax of 20,000,000 
levas was imposed on 1,454 Jews. A Bulgarian radio commentator 
estimated that this tax would net the treasury one and one-half 
billion levas (about $15,000,000 at pre-war rates). The number 
of .Jewish undertakings pe1·mitted to continue in business was 
limited to 761, out of a total of 4,272, the majority being groceries 
and other food shops. All Jewish phar111acies and drugstores were 
prohibited and only one Jewish industrial enterprise in Sofia was 
per 111itted to continue in existence. 

That same month, July 1941, saw the banning of ritual 
slaughter, the confiscation of all telephones and radios, and the 
mobilization for forced labor of all foreign Jews between the ages 
of 20 and 46. 

The number of Jewish professionals pe1mitted to practice was 
• 

greatly restricted. At the end of 1941, only 59 Jewish physicians 
received authorization to continue. Despite an acute shortage, 



only 10 Jewish engineers and 36 persons with secondary tech
nological training were perrnitted to work, out of a total of 125 
holding degrees. Jewish dentists were limited to 17; chemists to 
5; lawyers to 36 (out of a total of 95); architects to 2; musicians 
to 14. By an order published in the Sofia newspaper Zora, those 
Jewish ·physicians and dentists continuing to practice were to drop 
any Bulgarian endings to their names by December 31, 1942. 
At the beginning of 1943, the number of Jews in the professions 
was further cut down. The new. list comprised only 21 Jewish 
physicians, 7 dentists, 21 lawyers, 6 engineers, 3 chemists, 23 me
chanics, 1 architect, 12 musicians and 1 Jewish actor. 

These restrictions, although still short of the demands of the 
Reich, succeeded in completely disrupting Jewish economic life. 
A more extensive anti-Jewish program could not be put into 
immediate effect because a considerable part of the Bulgarian 
people had no sympathy with the Nazi-inspired policy of King 
Boris and his government. 

The opposition in the Sobranje was led from the start by 
fo1mer Premier Nicholas Mushanoff. On November 3, 1940 a dele
gation of twenty Christian professors had protested against anti
Jewish measures to Premier Philoff. Several weeks later, the Bul
garian Holy Synod £01 mally denounced these laws. In January 
1941, the Metropolitan of the Greek Orthodox Church of Sofia 
wa111ed the government that he would not abide by the applica
tion of the Jewish law to. c~nverted Jews. The same year, the 
Union of Bulgarian Lawyers refused to accept the forced resig
nation of its president, Dr. Joseph Fadenhecht, a converted Jew. 
Such examples of backsliding led Svetlozar Pavloff, an anti
semitic Bulgarian journalist, to complain bitterly . 

• 

''There are still some naive people who think that the 
struggle against the Jews has been grafted into Bulgarian life 
in blind imitation of foreign ideas." 

In demanding full powers from the Bulgarian Parliament to 
deal with the Jewish problem in June, 1942, Minister of Interior 
Gabrovsky frankly stated: 

···To date Jewish legislation has proven itself insufficient 
and in Bulgaria sufficiently sha1·p boundaries between Jews 



and Bulgarians are not drawn. Jews still have the opportunity 
of unhindered commerce with Bulgarians. Unfortunately they 
are still aided by Bulgarians in circumventing the law." 

Gabrovsky therefore demanded extraordinary authority to set 
aside ''no1·1nal legislation'' in order to cut short all delays in the 
disposition of the Jewish problem. This demand brought strong 
protest from the benches of the opposition. Former P1·emier 
M ushanoff and Petko Stainoff were among those who courage
ously defended the Jews. On the other hand, some fascist deputies 
protested that the government had not been radical enough. 
They echoed the Nazi-financed Vetcher whic~ a few months 
earlier had violently attacked the government for its ''lenient'' 
treatment of the Jews. Insisting that Bulgarian Jews continued 
to hold their for,ner positions despite the anti-Jewish laws, Vetcher 
had written: 

''Apart frolll. tl1e confiscation of radios, the imposing of a 
special levy on Jews and forbidding them to appear in the 
streets in the evening, nothing has been done to curb Jewish 
activities.~· 

On June 29, 1942 the Sobran je gave the government a carte 
blanche to ''solve'' 'the Jewish problem on a racial basis. Several 
days later, a Commissariat for Jewish Affairs was created, headed 
by a lawyer named Dr. Alexander Beleff. The Commissariat was 
composed of four sections: administrative, economic, budgetary, 
and labor. The first had jurisdiction over measures of. segregation, 
transfer of residence and similar matters. The economic section 
was charged with liquidation of Jewish property; the budgetary 
division took control of the funds of the Jewish community. 

• • 

By_May 1942, 5,000 Jews between .the ages of 21 and 31 were 
mobilized in construction gangs, working in cooperation with the 
German Todt organization to build 700 miles of roads in Do
brud ja. Another 1,000 were already laboring on the construction 
of a new railway line from· Sofia to the mining region of Perriik. 
These Jewish workers were segregated in separate labor ba~talions, 
and forced to wear broad yellow armbands so as to be easily 
distinguishable to their German overseers. It was expected in 
May that the original figure of 5,oeo forced laborers would be 

• 
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doubled within a short time. Indeed, two months later, Minister 
of Interior Gabrovsky ordered that Jews between the ages of 31 
and 4 7 be mobilized for forced labor, thus increasing the number 
already at work from 5,000 to 8,500. By September 1942, all Jews 
mobilized for civilian work or in labor battalions became sub--ject to the summary jurisdiction of military tribunals. The 
pace of persecution was stepped up now. All Bulgarian Jews 
were prohibited to travel outside their home area. In larger towns, 
they were not even permitted to enter the suburbs. Scores of Jews 
were forcibly removed from trains and seized for violating this 
decree. All Jewish-owned buildings were ordered sold to non
Jews by the end of 1942. In Sofia, Jews were confined to certain 
districts, and a 9 p.m. curfew imposed upon them. Even more 
gratifying to Berlin was the arrest of a number of Sofia Jews on 
charges of Rassenschande; and the Donauzeitung was able to 
announce that from September 29, 1942 all Jews in the capital 
were to wear the yellow Star of David. ''Preferred Jews'' were to 
be per111itted to wear a yellow band instead of the Star. Failure 
to comply was punishable by three years' imprisonment. Jewish 
war veterans refused to take advantage of their exemption, stating 
that they ''preferred to share the fate of their brothers." A month 
later, under church pressure, the government exempted all con
verted Jews from wearing the yellow insignia. 

In September 1942, all Jewish-owned assets in Bulgaria, valued 
at some $30,000,000, were frozen. Twelve percent was credited to 
the account of the Commi~sariat and the Jewish communities. 
Jews were permitted to withdraw a maximum of 4,000 levas ($72) 
a month. 

All commodities produced by Jewish firms had to bear a 
yellow label stating: ''This is a Jewish product." All Jewish busi
ness establishments still in operation on September 15 were to 
display a sign reading: ''This is a Jewish enterprise." 

Originally Jews had been pe1mitted to retain 49 percent of 
the stock of various commercial and industrial corporations. The 
Minister of Interior complained that as a result Jews had been 
able ''to secure through various tricks the management of the 
undertakings; unfortunately they have found Bulgarians who 
served as their dummies." For this reason, the Commissar for 

119 



' Jewish Affairs issued an ordinance in September which provided 
for the liquidation of all commercial and industrial corporations 
where Jews owned any share. All proceeds from the said enter
prises were to be turned over to special accounts in the Bulgarian 
National Bank. Violation of the decree was made punishable by 
ten years' imprisonment or fines as heavy as 2,000,000 levas. The 
Geulah Bank, a leading Jewish credit institution, was taken over 
by the government. Jews were ordered to surrender insurance 
policies, stocks and bonds, and to declare their property to the 
National Bank. In exchange, they received 3 percent bonds, but 
these could not be redeemed for a number of years. Jews were 
also deprived of shares in the mining industry and steamship lines. 

In September, Sofia Jews were barred from the streets and 
from the use of trolleys during certain hours. In Plovdiv, where 
there were 6,000 Jews, they w~re banned from the main thorough
fares, the cinemas, theatres, the better restaurants and hotels, and 
the three large public parks. 

Jewish religious and cultural life was undermined by the dis
solution of the central consistory and the disenfranchisement of 
the local communities. These were replaced by new consistories 
organized by the Commissar of Jewish Affairs. The B'nai 
B'rith lo~ges were closed and their properties confiscated. Zionism 
was outlawed, and a number of Zionists were arrested on the 
charge of running an underground railway via Turkey to help 
Jews escape to Palestine. Jews were even forbidden to bake un
leavened bread for Passover. 

b) Deportation 

The Sofia government began deporting Jews from occupied 
Greek territory in March 1943, and this soon had repercussions 
in Bulgaria proper. The government was attacked in the Sobranje 
on March 27th with second vice-president Pesheff joining in con
demnation of the policy. Pesheff was forced to resign, but the 
opposition was strong enough to check the government for the 

• 

moment. In fact it was announced that Jews who possessed Bul-
garian citizenship would not be deported. But this was a tactical 
move only. On April 12th, the Minister.of Interior told Swedish 
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newspape11nen that all Jewish communities had to prepare for 
evacuation. On May 20th, the Berlin radio made the startling 
announcement that the entire Jewish population of Sofia, number
ing some 25,000, had to be out of the city 'Vithin three days. The 
German news agency DNB reported that Jews who did not leave 
within the -prescribed 72 hours ''will be compulsorily transferred 
to JJoland by virtue of an agreement made between the Bulgarian 
and Geiman governments." The Minister of Interior explained 
that ''The measure has become necessary in the interests of the 
nation.'' 

The announcement of the deportation order brought turmoil 
in the capital. Crowds of Bulgarians massed in various parts of 
the city, shouting: ''We want the Jews to remain!'' and charging 
that the government was a tool in the hands of Germany. In the 
district around Klementina Street, several thousand Jews fo1·med 
a procession and marched through the streets in protest, until 
they were dispersed by police clubs. At 6 o'clock on the evening 
of May 26th, when the first group of 4,000 Jews was being marched 
off to the railway station, the column was blocked by a great 
throng of Bulgarians singing their national anthem. Another 
crowd converged upon the Ministry of the Interior building, 
shouting anti-Axis slogans. When police charges broke up the 
demonstration, the protesting crowd regrouped to parade before 
the Sofia synagogue. In the scuffle that followed, the police finished 
second, and the military had to intervene. Several hundred demon
strators were arrested. The people of Sofia had won a brief reprieve 
for about half the Jews scheduled for expulsion that evening. , 

The following day, however, two trains loaded with Jewish 
deportees moved out of Sofia. On May 28th, the Minister of the 
Interior declared that the evacuation was proceeding ''normally'' 
and would be completed within a short time. By the evening of 
May 31st, 6,000 Jews had been evacuated. By June 20th, 19,339 
of Sofia's 25,000 Jews had already been expelled from the city. · 
Of some 5,000 still in Sofia, approximately 3,000 were mobilized 
for labor camps or factories. About half the remaining 2,000 were 
exempt because they were married to Aryans. 

The expelled Sofia Jews were sent mainly to the district of 
Kamobat, thirty miles from the Black Sea; many of them were 
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quartered in the towns of Vidin, Karnobat and Pleven. Here they 
are prohibited to engage in any occupation except handicraft. 
They are subjected to a nine o'clock curfew, restricted in their 
shopping hours, forbidden to visit resorts and places of amuse
ments, or to possess radios. 

Meanwhile in Sofia, a special staff of Bulgarian commissars 
was assigned to compile lists of all property left behind b1 de
ported Jews. Cash, merchandise, and keys were to be surrendered 
at once. A commission was set up to liquidate all valuables 
deposited by Jews in Bulgarian banks. On May 26, 194!, the 
Ostdeutscher Beobachter announced that all able-bodied Jews in 
Bulgaria were to be transported to labor camps. 

' 

' 



GREECE 
' 

There ~ere Jews in the Greece of antiquity. Modern Greece's 
largest and oldest Jewish community, Salonika, which harbored 

• 
two-thirds of Greek Jewry (55,983), was founded in the sixteenth 
century by Sephardic Jews who fled Spain and Portugal. The rest 
of the Jews of Greece lived in the comparatively young communi
ties on the peninsula and. the Aegean islands. Most of these were 

• • 
decimated during the insurrections of 1821, and it was not until 
nine years later, when Greece achieved independence, that the 
new settlements sprang up. . · 

According· to. the census of 1928, there were 72,791 Jews in 
Greece, constituting a little over one percent (1.17%) of the total 
population. 

Regional Distribution of Greek Jewry 

Macedonia . . . . 60,484 4·3% 
Western Thrace . . . 2,974 1.0% 
Epirus . . . . . 2,641 1.1 % 
Thessaly . . . . . 2,275 0.5% 
Ionian Islands . . . 1,977 0.9% 
Central Greece-Euboea . 1,876 0.12% 
Other areas . . . . 564 

72,791 1.17% 
• 

More than ninety-eight percent of the total dwelled in the 
cities, with the greatest concentration (23.7% of the total popula
tion) in Salonika where they had lived and thrived for centuries. 
In contra.st, other large cities such as Janina had only 4,000 Jews, 
Athens only 3,000, and the smaller communities of Cavalla and 
Larissa less than 2 ,ooo each. · 

Although there is no official data concerning the occupational 
distribution of Greek Jewry in general, the figures for Salonika 
show that 65% were occupied as laborers and employees,.25% were 
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artisans and small traders and only 10% were manufacturers, pro
fessionals, etc. Most of those engaged in the liberal professions 
worked exclusive!}· for their co-religionists. Out of sixty-eight Jew
ish teachers, only six were employed in municipal institutions. 
Twelve of the fourteen journalists worked for the Jewish press. 

As a result of the Second Balkan War, Salonika, after centuries 
under Turkish rule, was ceded to Greece in 1913. Seve:r:ed from its 
hinterland, its once teeming harbor relegated to inactivity, the 
port no longer provided work for many who had earned their liv
ing out of the trade that had crowded its wharves. The efforts on 
the part of Greece to modernize Salonika and improve her eco
nomic situation bore little ~ruit; There were many Jews among 
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the longshoremen, traders, importers, exporters and others whose 
livelihood was tied up with the life of the harbor. As a result, the 
economic position of Salonika's Jews deteriorated steadily during 
the past three decades. The repatriation of 200,000 Greeks from 
Asia Minor in 1920, increased commercial competition to such an 
extent that thousands of Jewish families were forced to leave the 
city and seek their fo1·tune in Egypt, Italy and Palestine. By 1940, 
32,500 or 59% of Salonika's Jews were living on relief granted 
them from communal funds . 

• 

Anti-Semitism, though not unknown, was kept in check by the 
Greek government in the years before Axis occupation. In August 
1936, Premier Metaxas · addressed a special message to Rabbi 
Korets, Chief Rabbi of Salonika, assuring him that the adminis
tration would continue to ''nourish the same feeling of sympathy 
for Jewish citizens as has heretofore existed." On November 21, 
1939, Gover11or George K yrillis of Macedonia, in an official decla· 
ration, reaffirmed the Government's intention of preserving the 
ci,•il rights of Jews. In fact, legislative meast1res were introduced 
to curb the activities of anti-Semitic factions, which were usuallv 

' f1·onts for Axis propaganda. 
When October 28, 1940 brought Italian invasion,· the Jews 

of Greece rallied to the national emergency. All Jew.s eligible for 
military service joined the army. One of the first heroes to die was 
a Greek Jew, Colonel Mardochai Fridji. On the field of battle, 
.Jews won the official commendation of the late Premier Metaxas, 
and of Premier Tsouderos. The small Jewish community of Athens 
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contributed 9,000,000 drachmas to the national defense fund. 
Though impoverished, the Jews of Salonika donated 50,000 
drachmas towards the cost of repairs of the ancient church of St. 
Sofia, bombed in February 1941. Thousands of Jews lost their 
lives during the German bombardment of the Jewish quarter. Air 
raid shelters were practically non-existent in Salonika. 

Immediately after the collapse of Greece and its occupation by 
Axis forces, anti-Jewish legislation was introduced. It was reported 
on May 15, 1941, that all Jewish physicians and lawyers had been 
deprived of their licenses. According to.dispatches of June 20th, a 
g P.M. curfew was imposed on Jews in Salonika and Athens and 
large numbers were interned in concentration camps at Levadia 
on the charge of pro-British activity. 

Jews were forced, under penalty of execution, to wear yellow 
armbands. In November 1941, Greek banks were ordered to con
fiscate all funds belonging to Greek Jewish communities and phil
anthropic organizations, including the contributions received from 
Jewish organizations overseas before the invasion. At the same 
time, all pensions of Jewish war veterans and for1ner public o~
cials were cancelled. 

The Greek population, particularly in Salonika, has tried to 
help their Jewish fellow-citizens by sharing precious food, and 
hiding them when they were hunted by the Gestapo. Within starv
ing Greece, however, the plight of the Jews is particularly hard. At 
the beginning of 1942, their official bread allowance was only one 
ounce a day and even that was difficult to get. They received little 
benefit from the shipments of food and medicine reaching Greece 
from abroad. Actually the sha1·e of the Salonika Jews was only 5% 
of that to which they were entitled. By May 1942, more than 7,000 
.Jews had died of starvation, including 3,000 children under 14 
years of age. 

Such were the circumstances when on a Saturday, July 11, 1942, 
· the entire Jewish male population of Salonika (with the exception 
of those possessing Italian citizenship) between the ages of 16 anc:I 
55 was ordered to register, the first step to mass deportation to 
labor camps. German sources assert that only 7,000 of this numbe1· 
were found in good enough health for forced labor. It was 
intended to establish a huge ghetto on the island of Crete as a 
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punishment for Jewish ••responsibility'' for Greek resistance to the 
Axis, but military reasons made this project unfeasible. Instead, 
labor camps were set up in the Macedonian mountains, and the 
remaining Jews were forced to mo,•e to the villages su1Tounding 
Salonika, where they were mobilized for work on German fortifica
tions. According to another repo1·t from an Axis source, howeve1·. 
the greatest ghetto in the Mediterranean area was set up in Sa
lonika. The Greek government-in-exile charged that 3,500 Salon
ika Jews were deported to Poland in March 1943. 

On March 24, 1943, the Don.auzeitung reported that the depo1·
tation of the Jewish inhabitants of the Bulgarian-occupied Greek 
districts of Western Thrace (2,974) and Eastern Macedonia (about 
13,000) had begun that month, when the first trains left Thrace. 
By the end of May, some 14,000 Jews from Thrace and Macedonia 
were in Poland, in German hands. Many Jews attempted to escape 
this fate by fleeing to Italian-held Albania, to Tttrkey, or other 
parts of Greece. At the Aegean port of Cavalla, the Bulgarian 
police found the headquarters of an underground railway which 
furnished identification cards and passports for flight to Albania 
and Turkey . 

• 

i26 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 



' 

• 

POLAND 

I. Background 
One of the early legends surrounding the origin of the Polish 

state, relates how the tribe of Lech out of which the Polish nation 
grew, in search of a king, offered the crown to one, Abraham 
Prochownik, a Jew. Abraham refused the crown and counselled the 
people to choose a wiser and more worthy man who was called 
Piast. Perhaps as in all legends there is little more than a grain of 
truth in this one. But it bears witness to the fact that the Jews were 
in Poland, or what was later to be known as Poland, right from the 
start. They were there from the very moment when the people on 
the vast plains east of Germany were emerging from the twilight 
of myths ·and sagas into the limelight of historic existence-the 
tenth century. 

The new unused country attracted Jews from the West, and 
from the East there came red-haired descendants of the strange 
Chazar Kingdom. Most of Poland's Jews came from Germany. 
They fled the growing frenzy of religious prejudice and fana_ticism 
which enveloped the Western world, and culminated in the Cru
sades. They found in Poland an agricultural land, economically 
primitive, and politically unstable. They became pioneers in trade 

• 
and finance. The more enlightened princes, sensing their impor-
tance to the backward country, tried to ·assure the Jews a certain 
amount of security, in the form of statutes protecting their life and 
property. The shepherds of the young Christian community, how
ever, imbued with the Western fanaticism sought to drive out the 
Jews by inciting the populace and the princes against them. Down 
the ages the Jews remained the focal point of a tug of war, drawn 
towards destruction by the ecclesiastic powers, to be pulled back 
from time to time by the casual protection of the state. 

Despite the insecurity of their position, the Jews were hard at 
work. They leased and administered the Polish mint, proof of 
which fact lies in the Hebrew inscriptions on· old Polish coins. 



They rented and administered such valuable sources of revenµe as 
salt mines and large estates; they took charge of the collection of 
customs duties and they put their money into circulation. More 
than that, they placed Polish foreign and home trade on a running 
basis. Utilizing their connections with the merchants of the East 
and West, they created for Poland an export and import trade with 
the world. Within the country itself they wandered unprotected 
along dangerous muddy roads, bringing goods to its farthest 
reaches. The activities of the Jews did not end with commerce. 
They played an equally important role as artisans. They brought 
with them the trades learned in the west and set up little shops. 
Often they produced articles never before seen by the backward 
population. 

Their economic success also proved the main source of income 
for the treasuries of the Princes and Kings. For they paid heavy 
taxes and tithes, customs duties and road tolls. 

Thus in young Poland, the Jews came to occupy a position 
not filled by either the clergy, the nobility, or the peasantry, that 
is the middle class. Through .perseverance and hard work they 
developed Poland's economy. In the beginning there was no com
petition. However as soon as the time came for the Jews to reap 
the fruits of their harvest, the first competitor arrived on the ~cene. 
The German burghers, artisans and tradesmen were backed by the 
clergy and granted many privileges. The Jews were faced with the 
usual handicaps, legal and otherwise. Throughout Polish history 
it was the lot of the Jews to be ousted from the economic positions 
which they created and developed. They fought and achieved de
spite tremendous odds. More often than not, they had the backing 
of the court which, of necessity, appreciated the benefits brought 
by the Jews to the country and the Royal treasury. In 1539 King 
Sigismund I issued a decree in which he proclaimed: ''The nobles 
having Jews in their towns and villages may enjoy all the advan
tages to be derived from them, but must also try their cases. For we 
[the King]~ not deriving any advantages from such· Jews, are not 
obliged to secure justice ·for them." 

Thus the landowning nobility were invited to partake of the 
''advantages'' to be derived from the Jews in their villages and 
estates for the small price of a doubtful justice, and the king was 
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••no~ obliged to secure justice for them," since he got nothing out 
of it. 

Living as they did in pe1manent insecurity, dependent on the 
whims of kings or princes, surrounded by !hostility, the Jews of 
Poland faced the outside world at least as a united group. Forced 
to remain aliens, they concentrated on their own traditions, lea111-
ing and spiritual values, and they were able to uncover a spring 
from which Jewish thought and faith has been drawing ever since. 

From the purely mechanical need of the court to expedite the 
collection and delivery of taxes from the Jews, grew Jewish auton
omy. The rabbis and judges elected by the Jews were recognized . 
by the king. The Jews were granted the right to handle their own 
social, spiritual and economic affairs, panicularly the payment 
and turning over of tax monies. Thus while they toiled to fill the 
king's coffers, the Jews were enabled to build a life of their own. 
The Rabbis and teachers, elected by their people, taught the 
young, ran the Talmudic academies, organized charity, took charge 
of the synagogues and cemeteries. Judges settled disputes, and con
cerned themselves with matters per.taining to commerce and handi
craft. In the course of time, the sporadic conferences of rabbis and 
elders, became regularly held conventions of ""The Council of the 
Four Lands," Great Poland, Little Poland, Red Russia and Vol
hynia. The Council as the guardian of Jewish tradition and learn
ing became as well the protector of Jewish civil rights in Poland. 
Although little could be done for the civil rights of Jews, the 
firmly knit communal self-government resulted in Jewish unity 
and the expansion of Jewish culture. Despite the fact that the 
organization was hardly ideal, that the interests of the community 
did not always prevail, that among the elders and those surround
ing them could be found vice, selfishness and corruption, this 
autonomous organization made possible the survival of the Jewish 
spirit in a hostile world and the development of Jewish thought to 

• t1nprecedented heights. 
Two great schools of religious thought, Rabbinism and Chas

sidism, grew and flourished in the Jewish communities of Poland. 
The path of Polish Jewry is dotted with great commentators of the 
Talmud, learned men of Jewish law, with fanatic Cabbalists and 
subtle philosophers. On it have paused the great Baal-Shem-Tov, 
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founder of the Chassidic movement and Elyah Hagaon, the c;ele· 
brated Talmudic scholar of Vilno. It has been swept by the antago
nism of the varied trends which fired Jewish thought. In the nine· 
teen th century the Western wind brought ,~o Poland t:he breath 
of Haskalah (enlightenment). The neo-Hebraic literary movement 
took poets and writers back to the language of their forefathers. 
The end of the 19th century introduced Poland to Zionism, and in 
the manufacturing centers the Jewish Socialist moveme_nt was 
attracting attention. The 20th century saw a largely differentiated 
but nationally conscious Jewry, still wielding great influence on 
Jewish life throughout the world, and with its ten century-old 
roots, a vital part of modem Poland. 

Until the close of the 18th century which marked the end of 
Poland's independence, the Jews continued to live dependent on 
the favors of the court and suffering almost constant persecution 
of opposing forces. They had contributed much to Poland's econ
omy, but the restrictions which had all but tied their hands had 
never been rescinded. During the 150 years of Poland's subjuga
tion, they actively participated in the aimed attempts to regain 
her independence and willingly gave their lives for the land which 
from the begin11:ing had treated them as step-children. Bernard 
and Jacob, physicians, fought and died in the service of the 
patriotic anti-Russian Confederation of Bar. Berek Joselewicz 
organized a Jewish battalion for Kosciuszko's a1my and died with 
the rank of Colonel. His regiment, after heroic resistance, was 
annihilated in a Warsaw suburb by Suvorov's Cossacks. In the lists 
of Generai Dabrowski's Legions, fighting for Poland's freedom 
under the banners of Napoleon, could be found the names of 
Second Lieutenant Notkiewicz, Cavalry Major Kacper Junghoff, 
Lieutenant of Chasseurs Mordka Rosenfeld and many others. In 
the Insurrection of 1831, Lieutenants Ferdynand Eisenberg, Karol 
Grunberg, Synaj Hern1isch, Major Michal Landau, among others, 
gave their lives that Poland might be free. Before the Insurrection 
of 1863, Rabbi Beer Meisels, Marcus Jostrow and Izaak Kramsztyk 
led the Jews of Warsaw in a demonstration against the Russian 
yoke. They were imprisoned, and many of their followers were 
felled by Cossack sabres. The Jews, undaunted, participated in the 
insurrection. Grostem, Halpern, Hoffenblum, Rosenbach, Liban, 
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Lewinsohn were but a few of the Jewish officers who fought for 
their Polish motherland. Epstein was a member of the Insurrection 
Government, and Wohl and · Kronenberg were· its financial ad
visers. When half a century later, in 1914~ the people of Poland, 
under the leadership of Pilsudski again took up arms, there were 
many Jews in the ranks, of whom hundreds were decorated for 
bravery. Motel Natan Lewinsohn, grandson of the Lewinsohn who 
had fought in 1863, Izaak Junger1nann, Dr. Adolph Stemschuss, 
Bronislaw Mansperl, Wladyslaw Steinhaus gave their lives and 
were amo11g those who received the Virtuti Militari, highest deco
ration of the Polish army. 

It was not until 1921 that the Polish Constitution granted the 
Jews full citizenship. But centuries of prejudice and habit had 
conditioned the Polish people. It would take more than a consti
tution to outweigh the age-old practices and prejudices of daily 
life. Nevertheless, during the 20 years of Poland's new-found 
independence, the Jews played an important role in many 
branches of Polish life. Had their path been less stony, they might 
have contributed still more. 

On the eve of World War II there were 3,300,000 Jews in 
Poland, out of a total population of 35,000,000. They were 9·5% 
of a population which comprised 64.8% Poles, some 22% Ukrain
ian and White Russians, and 2,6% Germans. In 1931, over three
quarters of Poland's Jews lived in the cities and towns, constituting 
27.3% of the total urban population. As the tendency since the 
turn of the century was towards a decrease in the Jewish urban 
population and a rise in the non-Jewish one, this ratio may have 
been upset somewhat after 1931. 

Their occupational distribution was as follows: 

OCCUPATION 

Crafts and· Industry 
Commerce 
Servants _; 
Liberal Professions 
Fa1·ming 

PERCENTAGE IN 
RELATION TO 

JEWISH TOTAL 

42.2 
36.6 
0.7 
4.9 
4.3 

Transport, Communications 
Civil Service 

3.1 
0.2 

Miscellaneous 5·5 • 

PERCENTAGE IN 
RELATION TO 

NATIONAL TOTAL 

20.0 

52.7 
4·9 

12.4 (Incl. civil servleel 

1.0 

11.4 



After centw·ies of activity, it was only natural that the1·e be a 
high percentage of Jews occupied in trade and commerce. Their 
concentration in these fields was also helped by the fact that other 
positions had virtually been closed to them. In the past, despite 
heavy competition, Jews had been able to hold their own. How
ever as the role of the government in Poland's economy took on 
greater importance, the position of the Jews became more pre
carious. The Jews were not admitted to subsidies, cheap credits 
and tax benefits, and so while the absolute number of Jewish com
mercial elements increased, their percentage in comparison with 
that of non-Jews decreased. Thus during the period of 19~1-1931 
the number of Jewish en1ployers in trade was increased by 23.2% 
but the number of non-Jews rose 118%. Yet Jews continued to 
occupy an important position in domestic and foreign trade. Faina 
products a:Qd other food commodities, textiles, hardware, books 
and writing materials were largely in the hands of Jewish mer
chants. Modern foreign trade, their heritage of generations of 
work, was controlled by Jews up to the outbreak of the war. They 
were leading in the export of textiles, canned goods and plywood. 

In the main, however, the Jews engaged in commerce were 
small storekeepers. Only 6.6% of the individual proprietors em
ployed help. In industry, to which many Jews hitherto eiµployed 
in trades shifted their activity, they were largely responsible for 
the development of the ga1ment industry, and the manufacturing 
of textiles in the great centers of Lodz and Bialystok; for canned 
goods; for rubber goods; for the tobacco industry, in which 10,000 

were engaged and from which some 40,000 earned a livelihood. 
When the state tobacco monopoly was introduced, with the ex
ception of a few hundred invalids, Jews were completely ousted. 
Th;e same holds true for the oil i~dustry in the former Austrian
occupied part of Poland, from which Jews later found themselves 
shut out; and partly for timber and saw-milling, a scene of Jewish 
activity for centuries. 

In the crafts Jews also constituted a prominent percentage. In 
such trades as gl_ass and chemicals they were over So% of the total 
number of those engaged. But here, too, they occupied for the 
most part small income positions. 

The unusually_ high percentage of Jews engaged in transport 



and communication (there were practically no Jews among the 
175,000 state railroad employees) was due to the many private 
Jewish owned bus lines, and to the fact that a large n11anber of 
Jews made a modest living h}· transporting passengers and goods 
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in simple horse-carriages. 
The Jewish intelligentsia flocked to the liberal professions 

although here also their position became uncertain as the govern· 
ment introduced measures to exclude Jews from higher education 
and the professions. The very small percentage of Jews in the civil 
service best evidences the government's attitude. 

As far as the social disti'ibution of the Jews was concerned, 
some 62% were ''independent'' (of whom the majority were small 
manufacturers, merchants, and artisans who employed no help); 
26.8% were workers, mainly employed in handicrafts and small 
industry, in contrast to the Polish workers who were mostly at 
work in the larger industries; 8.2% were employees, and 2.8% 
were of unknown occupation. 

The economic position of the Jews in Poland grew from bad 
to worse. The Jews, accustomed to fighting against odds, tried one 
means after another to alleviate the situation. They fo1111ed Jewish 
credit, producer, agricultural, and consumer cooperatives. In 1938 
these cooperatives numbered 775 and had a membership of 
143,6o8. They established free loan associations of which in 1938 
there were 826. There were many who felt that the best solution 
was to seek their fortunes under less difficult circumstances else
where. From 1927 to 1937, 185,000 Jews left Poland to go abroad. 
About 71,000 of them went to Palestine. 

The ancient spring of Polish Jewish cultural life did not run 
dry for modern Polish Jewry. The Jews supported some 700 pri
vate schools in which either Hebrew or Yiddish was the language 
of instruction, two seminaries and a number of Yeshivas. Hebrew, 
Yiddish and Polish newspapers and magazines appeared. Polish 
Jewry contributed to Yiddish literature some of its greatest writers, 
I. L. Perez and Sholem Asch. Moses Schorr, Meier Balaban, Itzchok 
Schipper (who made important studies on the economic history of 
Polish Jews), were outstanding historians. Chaim Slonimski and 
Nahum Sokolow were pioneers in Hebrew literature. Samuel Poz. 
nanski was a celebrated student of the Kar·aite problem. 



Polish science, art and literature, also . tasted of the spring of 
Polish Jewish culture. Julian Klaczko, Wilhelm Feldmann and, 
more recently, Professors Szymon Aszkenazy and Marceli Handels
mann, were some of Poland's outstanding historians. Ludwig 
Gumplowicz, the sociologist, and Ludwik Zamenhof, creator of 
Esperanto, have won world fame. Professors Maurice Allerhand 
(law), Leon Stembach (philology), Rafal Taubenschlag (Roman 
Law), and Dr. Maksymillian Rose, the brain specialist, were inter
nationally known. Julian Tuwim was the foremost poet of inde
pendent Poland. Antoni Slonimski, poet and journalist, and such 
writers as Leo Belmont, Bruno Winawer, Marian Hemar are 
prominent in Polish literature. In painting and art there are 
Gottlieb, Lilienthal and Szyk; in music, Rubinstein and Huber
man. 

Politically the Jews of Poland were divided among many 
parties, the most important of which were the Zionist, the Socialist 
Bund and the orthodox Agudath Israel. Jewish leaders fought 
incessantly for equality and justice for their people. From the 
tribune of the Diet, in lectures, in the press, they dernanded that 
the minority obligations stated in international treaties and in 
the Polish constitution itself be fulfilled. Throughout the period 
of Polish independence this fight was carried on. Fascist menace 
was on the way; and the outlook became steadily gloomier for the 
Jews. The support of the democratic and socialist groups of Po
land enabled the Jews for a time to brave the Fascist tide. Dis
crimination continued to feed on the official trend, and the Jews 
could not help but be resentful. However, when the political 
clouds gathered on the Polish horizon, their patriotism proved far 
stronger than their resentment. They were the ones to contribute 
most to the National Loan, and later they gave their blo()d freely. 

When Eastern Poland was occupied by Soviet Russia, the Jews 
• 

were confronted with a choice of Soviet citizenship or Siberian . 
exile; over half a million Polisl1 Jews chose the privations of exile, 
rather than renounce the citizenship of their homeland. · 

•• 

II. The Invader 
When the German invader overran Poland the die was cast for 

the Jews. The Nazi racial theory was immediately put into action. 
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In the name of the New Order, the Jews were deprived of their 
freedom, of their homes, their property, and finally of the bare 
necessities of life, and life itself. 

It was of Poland, the fount of Jewish culture, that the Ge1mans 
made a deportation and annihilation center for hundreds of thou· 
sands of Jews from other subjugated countries. Indeed, they have 
made of it a veritable cemetery for the Jews of Europe . 

• 

a) Loss of Rights 

Polish Jews were deprived of all rights. Forced to wear yellow 
badges, their yellow identification cards stamped with a big J. 
their shops branded with Hebrew signs, they were rapidly segre
gated and reduced to the role of pariahs. Along with the other 
subjugated peoples they lost all political rights. They were robbed 
of all opportunities of earning a livelihood and left to fend for 
themselves. Jewish doctors were ousted from the Health Councils 
and fqrbidden to treat non-Jews. Jewish lawyers were disbarred. 
No Jew could be an official interpreter. Jews were forbidden to 
deal ~n gold and other precious metals and stones. No Jewish 
workers or artisans received the work cards, without which it was 
impossible to obtain employment. Thus in theory, at least, only 
the Ge11nan authorities could _employ Jews, and heavy physical 
labor was the only possible solution for the overwhelming ma
jority. Jews were not only unable to earn a livelihood, but they 
were barred from all relief, such as pensions, unemployment relief 
and most of the social insurance benefits. All tax exemptions and 
reductions hitherto granted to Jewish religious communities, in
stitutions, founda~ions and societies were cancelled. Jewish tax
payers were denied the right of appeal on their taxes. In the 
ghettos the Jews were completely cut off from the outside world. 
Those still free were not permitted to enter theaters, cinemas, lec
ture halls and other public places. Jewish children, forbidden to 
attend any schools other than those supported by the Jewish 
Council, were for a long period of time left without any educa
tiorial facilities whatsoever. Jt took the Councils more than a year 

· to get the necessary pern1ission for the opening of schools. 'When 
it was finally g1:a11ted, they lacked the funds and space for proper 
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organization. No Hebrew or Yiddish mail was to be forwarded by 
the post-offices. During the first weeks of occupation ritual slaughter 
was prohibited, for, as the Nazis explained, ''in an area under 
Ger111an dominion any cruelty against animals is impossible." 
Even the consolation of common prayers was not granted the Jews . 

• 

Religious services were forbidden ''on account of the epidemics." 
, 

b) Loaa of Property 
Jewish property, both private and communal, became easy 

loot for the invader. Private fortunes were confiscated. Of the 
synagogues which escaped the destruction of the September cam
paign and later marauding, the majority were converted into 
barracks, power stations, stables and public latrines. The fate of 
Jewish hospitals and school buildings was much the same. At first, 
during raids on Jewish homes, the Ge1n1an soldiers simply pil
laged what ever happened to take their fancy and destroyed the 
rest. Within a short time, however, the wholesale robbery was 
''legalized." Within the ''annexed'' area, all Jewish-owned prop
erty, with the exception of clothing and cash or bank accounts 
under 1,000 marks, became subject to outright confiscation. Jews 
in the General Government were ordered to place all their cash 
over 2,000 zlotys in bank accounts which were then frozen. Each 
individual was permitted to draw from the bank a maximum of 
250 zlotys per week. All Jewish-owned property had to be regis
tered. The penalty for not registering property was immediate 
confiscation. What the registration of property has come to mean 
for the Jews of occupied Europe is an old story. A Getman lawyer 
analyzing the decrees of the General Government in the Deutsches 
Recht of August 31, 1940, wrote: 

''From the decree on the duty to register the Jewish prop
erty ... it may be expected that for the fulfillment of tasks of 
common interest, Jewish property will be seized first of all.'' 

' 
• 

There were in all of Poland, excluding the former Russian-
occupied areas, some 130,000 Jewish commercial enterprises. The 
total number of commercial enterprises confiscated by the Ger
mans was about 120,000. There is no doubt that the majority of 
those seized were Jewish-owned. In Poland, Jews owned about 

• 

• 
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65,000 pla11ts and factories. Since the Germans confiscated about 
80,000 in the category, it is clear that with the possible exception 
of those behind the ghetto walls, all Jewish-owned factories were 
taken over by the Ge11nans. 

It was during their transfer to· the ghettos that Jews lost most 
of their p1·operty. The amount of personal belongings and furni
ture that they could take with them was limited by a fifty-pound 
maximum weight rule for baggage as well as the lack of space in 
the new ghetto quarters. For example, the decree which introduced 
the ghetto in Lodz, permitted the Jews to take with them from 
their old homes one suitcase of clothing, underwear and family 
heirlooms, providing that the suitcase .could be carried by the 
owner. The order, issued on March 3, 1941, by the Deputy District 

• 

Chief for _cracow, on the transfer of Jewish commercial and artisan 
e11te1-prises to the gl1etto is typical. It provided that Jewish-owned 
enterprises already under Aryan trusteeship were to be exempt 
from transfer. The Deputy District Chief was to decide how many 
enterprises the ghetto needed. Should the number of concerns 
outside the ghetto be greater than that allotted to the ghetto, the 
Deputy was to decide which ones were to be merged or liquidated. 
111 such a case, however, as the stocks of merged concerns ''would 
lead to the overcrowding of the new enterprises," two-thirds of the 
stock must remain outside the ghetto. Furthermore, permission to 
transfer an enterprise did not include the right to take along the 
stock. This required a separate permit. Many a Jewish storekeeper 
found himself with the pe11nission to open a store in the ghetto 
but without goods to sell. T_he same order forbade the transfer 
into the ghetto of all Jewish-owned factories which were to be 
placed under Aryan trusteeship. Thus in the most far-sighted and 
''legal'' fashion, the Germans moved the Jews of Poland into the 
ghettos of Poland, and carefully unburdened them of their 
property . 

• 
In the fo1·me1· Russian-occupied Poland, the Jews together with 

others lost their prope1·ty to Soviet nationalization, and the Ge1·· 
mans preserved this system. Jewish-owned real estate, together with 
all Polish agricultu1·al and forestry concerns in the incorporated 
territories fell under German management. In the General Gov· 
ernment, a great deal of Jewish-owned real estate ,vas destroved 



or da111aged during the September campaign. What remained was 
taken over by the Ge1aaaans. In the Warsaw district alone, 11,000 
Jewish-owned estates were placed under. Geiman control. Their 
urban property was taken away from the Jews and was either 
placed under trusteeship or confiscated, ''with the object of serving 
public interest.'' 

c) Uprooted 
A dominant featua·e of the New Order's housecleaning in 

Poland was the uprooting of thousands of people from their homes. 
Thus the Jews were not only deprived of their homes and property, 
but were so concentrated and segregated as to enable the Ge11nans 
to easily carry out all restrictions against them. Furthe1n1ore the. 
ghettos served as large pools for Geiman forced labor and even
tually facilitated the execution of Hitler's exterauination plan. 

The first wave of deportation started in October, 1939. For 
five months, 1nainly in the ''annexed'' territories, Jews were tom 
from their homes and left to shift for themselves as best they could. 
Some 400,000 of the 700,000 Polish Jews living in these areas were 
affected. About 30,000 Jews were expelled from the northern part 
of the Warsaw district. The 4,000 Jews of Suwalki were driven to a 
No Man's Land on the Lithuanian border. Out of the great Jewish 
center of Lodz, at first destined for evacuation, 50,000 people 
were deported. Lodz's complete evacuation, however, was not car
ried out. From the towns and counties of Wloclawek, Sieradz, 
Plock, ,vielun and others, 50,000 to 6o,ooo Jews were uprooted. 
There were towns from which the entire Jewish population was . 
ordered to leave. Always they were given only short notice. They 
could take with them a small provision of food and their most 
necessary personal belongings. They were transported in freight 
trains or trucks filled to capacity. Many a corpse was taken out at 
the end of the journey. 

At first the Germans did not force the Jews to go to any specific 
destination. They scattered en route in search of any makeshift 
shelter, depending on the aid of the communities from which their 
brethren had not yet been expelled. As early as March, 1940, dis-

• 

possessed Polish Jews were to be found in 250 localities of occupied 
Poland. They were housed in barracks, schools, synagogues and 



• 

• 
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in p1·ivate ho1nes. Son1eti1nes (:011tributions were made by their 
fo11ner communities, but in the main they were supported by the 
community in which they found shelter. Many letters of thanks 
were published in the controlled Gazeta Zydowska Qewish Ga
zette) from refugees to the local population for sharing the little it 
had with those even less fortunate. 

The end of 1939 brought the spectre of the Lublin reservation . 
• \ccording to Alfred Rosenberg·s plan, by the middle of 1940 the 
projected reservation was to house some 500,000 Jews from Po
land, Ge1many, Austria and Czechoslovakia. Late in 1939, in addi
tion to the 314,000 local Jews, some 50,000 to 60,000 from other 
Ger111an-occupied countries were deported there. Living condi
tions were unspeakable. Jews were left in the open fields, without 
shelter and without food. Those who could not find haven with the 
peasants had to build barracks with their bare hands. The plan to 
make Lublin a Jewish reservation was soon abandoned. Instead it 
became a monster ghetto for the Jews of other German-occupied 
countries. Of a transport of 1,415 Czech Jews deported to Poland, 
presumably in the summer of 1942, about 90% were sent to the 
Lublin district. The majority were concentrated in the towns of 
Lubartow, Opole and Kamionka. 

A second period of deportations reached its climax in February 
and March, 1941, when 12,000 Jews were expelled from Lublin 
and some 70,000 people were swept out of the villages on the left 
shore of the Vistula in the Warsaw district. About 44,000 of them 
sought shelter in the already overcrowded Warsaw Ghetto. Now 
many Jews, such as the inhabitants of Plock who had been spared 
during the first deportations, were victims in their .tum. Now the 
Jews of Oswiencim who in 1939 and 1940 had given shelter to 
their brothers from the neighboring Dabrowa Basin were, to
gether with those whom they had succored, exiled from their homes 
on the eve of Passover. At this time, 50,000 of the 60,000 Jews in 
Cracow were also expelled. The refugees spread over hundreds of 

• 
towns and villages. The victims of Cracow alone were to be found 
in large numbers in some 19 localities. 

The d~po1·tations which came in 1942 portended an even more 
terrible fate for the Jews. The deportees were no longer permitted 
a choice of refuge. All transports were eastward bound. Soon it 



became known that these expulsions had another meaning as well, 
The Jews were:marked for extermination, whether under the de· 
liberately·unbearable conditions of transportation, or at the point 
of a1·1ival. Thus some 400,000 Jews were deported from Warsaw, 
and great numbers from eastern Galicia, including about 13,000 

from Tarnopol and other towns and villages. 
The following excerpt from a Polish underground paper of 

June 8, 1942, shows that deportation was already but another name 
for death: · 

·'I was driving along the Radzymin road in the direction of 
Wyszkow, leaving Radzymin behind. Suddenly I heard shots 
and saw something that looked like a huddled caravan. Soon I 
could see scores of peasant wagons crowded with women, chil
dren and babies. Behind the wagons there was a crowd which 
made a ghostly impression. Like a herd of sheep driven by 
dogs, the people were teeming, falling into each other, rushing 
in every direction like mad. They were attacked with clubs by 
mounted Germans in uniform and by soldiers in unifo1m on 
motorcycles, each carrying in its side·car a civilian armed with 
a revolver. The victims were obviously Jews who had been 
driven here from neighboring villages. Suddenly there were 
more shots. A frightful wailing arose fro1_11 the crowd, shrieks 
of pain, death groans, and brutal curses of a soldier. I urged 
the driver to hurry past this caravan of death. I was ashamed 
to witness these inhuman scenes. We had passed the caravan 
when the driver suddenly exclaimed: 'Here he lies.' A red, 
scratched leg protruded from a ditch, behind it a motionless 
body with its face in the mud. We hurry up. 'Another one,' 
says the driver in a trembling voice. A little farther, a heap of 
corpses. The driver said: 'There must be some twenty here. 
What are they doing? What are they doing to them?' More and 
more corpses lay along the road. Finally, we reached a turn in 
the road and turned right. But here, too, a heap of rags lay in 
the ditch and beside it two dead bodies. 

''Thus, the witness saw with his own eyes the journey of 
Jews, expelled from the ghetto of Tluszcz, near Warsaw. Some 
of them were shot down in Tluszcz · before the beginning of the 
journey. Six hundred others were driven out upon the road. 
About two hundred reached Radzymin still alive. Their fur· 
ther fate is not known." 

Those Jews who were not driven from their homes and those 
who found temporary shelter were not much better off. They be-

• 
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came slaves of the invader. By February, 1942, there were 85 known 
labor camps in the General Government where some 100,000 Jews 
toiled at forced labor. Life in these labor ca1nps defies description. 
Amid the sternest and most brutal discipline, Jews tried to subsist. 
''If there only were this soup," wrote one of the laborers who had 
been promised soup in addition to the black bread which was all 
he and his fellow stone quarry workers received. Jewish forced 

· laborers were then at work on railway tracks, river canals, and 
reclamation projects; they were repairing bridges, draining 
marshes, clearing forests and digging in peat beds; they were min
ing iron ore; working in saw mills and sugar factories; clearing 

• 

bomb and shell wreckage at the front and, 'at the point of Nazi 
bayonets, building German fortification lines. In the penal labor 
camps of Treblinka, near Sokolow, and Oswiencim they toiled 
under conditions which were even more harsh. According to re
ports of the Polish underground, some 26,000 Jewish men and wo
men had passed through Oswiencim by June 1, 1942. Of this 
number, it is estimated that at least 63 percent, or about 16,000 

never emerged alive. 
Ghettos established by the Germans on the principle of get

ting the greatest number of people into the smallest possible space, 
became the new homes for ousted Jews. Within a few days and on 
an unprecedented scale, whole populations were transferred into 
newly formed ghettos. In Warsaw, some 150,000 Jews were taken 
from their homes and herded into the Warsaw Ghetto; in Lodz 
some 50,000 were forced to move. The three largest ghettos in 
Poland until the middle of 1942 were Warsaw (about 450,000), 
Lodz (200,000) and Lwow (100,000). In addition, other ghettos are 
known to have been set up in at least 46 towns. In many plac·~'S 
Jews were segregated into certain districts which served as ghettos 
although they were not walled in. The number of ghettos, how
ever, has gradually dwi'ndled, because of deportations and ma~ 

• • exte-11-n1nat1on. 
The Warsaw Ghetto, concerning which there was more specific 

info1matio11: than for any other ghetto, w3:s typical. Established b}' 
a German ordinance of October 16, 1940, it was a separate admin
istrative unit completely cut off from the outside world with the 
exception of official channels established by the Get mans. The 

, 



Jewish Council, consisting of 24 men, had to conduct the affairs 
of the g.hetto in accordance with Ger1nan orders. It was the' inter-

. mediary between the ghetto population and the Ge1mans. Its 
members .were hostages, pledging with their lives that Ger1nan 
decrees would be carried out. The Jewish Council was faced with 
the giganti:: task of settling a community of originally 359,827 
persons (or 29% of Warsaw's population) and later, due to the 
influx of refugees of close to 450,000, into a space containing only 
1,692 buildings (or 6.8% of the edifices of the city) of which 10% 
were war-wrecked. The Council had to start from scratch; its work 
was divided among 23 · departments. A Jewish police force was 
organized to maintain order in the ghetto. Six post offices handled 
mail and telegrams. The Council was in charge of some 170,000 
Jews liable to forced labor and was responsible for supplying the 
Ge1mans with manpower for the dreaded labor battalions. It 
organized so-called free labor to give the p~ple some opportunity 
to earn a livelihood, and still satisfy the Geiman requirements. 
Collective works~ops were set up, which accepted Ge11nan orders 
and limited amounts of raw materials from them. However, the 
pay was insufficient to provide the minimum food, and so the 
Jewish Council supplied the workers with small additional rations 
of bread and soup. The re-stratification of youth, planned and 
conducted by the Jewish Community and the ORT in pre-war 
years, ~as continued in the ghetto. During the year ending in 
August, 1941, 4,000 young men and women attend~d classes in 
engraving, watchmaking, drafting, industrial laboratory tech
nique, soap manufacture, leather work, etc. The most difficult job 
was that of the Supply Department of the Council, which had to 
secure food and other necessities for the ghetto. The Council 
supervised the community kitchens run by the Jewish Self-Help. 
All this required a tremendous expenditure. From April I st to 
September 30, 1941, the Council was forced to spend 24,541,800 
zloty. The revenue was derived fro1n eleven types of taxes: ceme
tery and burial, ration card, labor battalion, hospital, destitute, 
.business tax for maintenance of the ghetto police, commercial and 
industrial license sur~x, insurance premium, and special taxes on 
••prosperous'' Jews. These were all in addition to the general taxes 



irt1posed by the Ger1nans. 011ly tl1e completely destitute were 
exempt from payment. . 

The death penalty faced anyone who dared slip ot1tside the 
ghetto walls without per1nission. Th~re were two entrances to the 
ghetto, through which commercial traffic moved, amid inconceiv
able congestion. The provision of the original Ger1nan order stat· 
ing that each one-window room had to accommodate at least three 
and a half persons, constituted luxu1-y when compared to the 
actual conditions. It was said that usually from eight to eleven 
persons were forced to share a single room. The section of the city 
which had been chosen as the site for the ghetto had no parks, 
gardens or public squares. Children could find little relief from 
their miserable livi11g quarters in "the narrow sunless ghetto streets 
lined with drab, dilapidated houses. 

The food rations, barely sufficient to support human life from 
the beginning of Gern1an occupation, were systematically cut 
down to the starvation level. Finally they were down to a weekly 
pittance of a pound of black bread, two ounces of so-called jams 
or marmalade, an ounce of sugar, and perhaps a few potatoes. 
Ghetto Jews received no other food. By a series of German starva
tion decrees, they were expressly barred from all meat, poultry, fish, 
eggs, vegetables, white flour, wheat bread, frui~s ~nd fruit juices; 
they were forbidden to buy food outside the ghetto, nor even to 
accept gifts of food from the outside. Many hunger-crazed Jewish 
children who tried to slip past Gestapo guards in search of food, 
paid with their lives. The fuel situation was equally frightful. 
During the winter of 1940-1941 the situation was such that in the 
Warsaw ghetto only one room per house could be heated, and 
children had to take turns at warming themselves in that room. 
Since that winter the inhabitants of the ghetto received no fuel 
at all. 

Overcrowding, starvation, and general insanitary conditions 
bred disease. Typhus, edema and tuberculosis were rampant in 
the ghettos. Jews constituted 88.4% of the victims of the 1940 
typhus epidemic in Warsaw. Anemia rose 113% among Poles and 
435% among Jews. Not only were Jews forced to live under these 
inhuman conditions, but they were deprived of medical facilities. 
The modem Jewish hospital in Warsaw had been confiscated du1·-
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ing the early months of occupation. Makeshift hospitals were 
established in private homes, but the supply of medicine for the 

· ghetto was.so smail as to be pra~ti.cally· wor~le'~s~ Between January 
. . 

and March, 1941; the Society for the Protection of Health treated 
some 60,000 patients in 32 localities of Poland not including the 
large cities. The number of patients continued to rise steadily, 
while the facilities for handling them steadily decreased. Finally, 
medical help for Jews under 5 and over 45 was forbidden by the 
Ge11nans. 

Mortality figures soared. In Warsaw during June, 1939, there 
were 334 Jewish deaths (annual rate 11.4 per thousand). In April, 
1940, 1,044 persons died (29.0 per thousand); in June, 1941, 4,290 
(108.2 per thousand); and in September of that same year, 5,700 
(136.8 per thousand). The mortality rate of Jewish refugees in 
Warsaw was even higher. Out of 11,200, 117 died (125.0) in May, 
1941; out of 9,330, there were 281 deaths (362.1) in ·September; 
and in January, 1942, 729 refugees died out of 8,870 (987.0). 

Reports made by German police and other persons who had 
,,isited the ghettos on duty or on Gestapo-conducted ''sight-seeing 
tours'' throw harsh light on the life of these prison settlements. An 
early report on Lodz stated that ''the encirclement of all Jews ·in 
the ghetto gives the surest guarantee of making the Jews perform 
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co11st1·uctive work and bars them from contact with the German 
Volksgenossen." Another German account described the Lodz 
ghetto as a large camp enclosed by a 24 kilometer-long wall within 
which "'Jews make their living through production of various 
goods delivered to the German ghetto-administration by the ghetto 
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Elder. Among the estimated 200,000 Jews there are as many as 
7,000 tailors and 1,000 carpenters who are made to perform useful 
work. A part of the Jews also work on the construction of German 
State motor highways." A German paper stated cynically that ''the 
greatest part of the Jews have an understandable interest in leaving 
the ghetto," since ''naturally the conditions of Jewish life in the 
ghetto are not particularly luxurious." A German war correspond
ent reported the following about an unnamed ghetto: 

''Everywhere ... we found Jews. And what characters they 
were! Dirty, in tatters, and with an expression in their faces 
where permanent grins mingled with shyness and uncertainty . 

• 
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... The shops in the streets were like de11s or holes. T.he deeper 
we ,vent into the ghetto the sadder looked the streets, narrower 
became the lanes, smaller the neglected houses which looked at 
t1s ,vith curtainless, soiled windows. In the.ground ftoor flats 
the Je,vs covered the ,vindows with carton or newspapers .•.. 
Still, we looked into these inhabited dens, for one must see 
somethi11g like this . ... In the ho11se entrances, on the steps 
thei·e were .Je,vs lying around and sleeping. From their bodies 
hung tattered and soiled clothes which seemed not to have been 
cJ1ange<l for months. In the middle of a square, at a lamp-post, 
a Jew lay asleep. On the curbs, bearded figures squatted, offer
ing for sale their goods, lying on the ground or on the curbstone 
-old shoes, wo1·n suspenders, second-hand jackets, matches, 
a11d many more tl1ings .... Wherever we looked we saw sad, 
,vorn ot1t figttres." 

• 

d) Y e.ti1e• of Life 
1-·1·01n the day of German invasion, the Jews were faced with 

,1r1 ever darkening and more menacing future. Nevertheless, they 
tried as long as it was humanly possible, to preserve some frame
work of existence. They worked harder than ever in the few occu-
1>ations fo1· the moment still open to tl1em. The Jewish Councils, 
to meet Ger1nan labor requirements, organized carpenter, cap
maker, tailor, shoe, textile and other workshops. In the beginning 
the Germans gave the Jews old rags and ordered clothes made out 
.of them; from waste leathe1· they demanded shoes. The Jews were 
undismayed. Toiling 12 hours a day, receiving in payment only a 
few cents and a plate of soup, they proved their workmanship. 
Then the Ger1nans supplied them with new materials. A Geiman 
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11aper wrote that in the town of Bochnia, Galicia, 800 Jews were 
employed in workshops producing baskets, brushes, brooms, lin-

• • 

ger1e, mattresses, toys, boxes, and candy. The reporter announced 
in amazement that a blouse had been made in four minutes, and 
slacks in just twice that time. 

Nor did the Jews forget their moral and spiritual responsibili
ties. They organized illegal schooling for their children, with the 
aid of visiting teachers who travelled from place to place. They 
issued a newspaper, the Gaz.eta Zydowska, which though strictly 
censored, managed to throw some light on their situation, dis
cussed their problems, and brought them a little hope. Their self-



organized relief-kitchens served 120,000 meals daily. In childre11's 
''comers'' the teen-agers took care of the babies. ''Spoon'' brigades 
approached those who seemed as if they could afford to donate a 
spoonful of flour 01· barley for the masses of starving. As long as it 
was possible, the Jews functioned as a community. 

The Socialist Bund, the Zionist Chalutzim, worked hard at 
01·ganizing and improving life in the ghettos. The agricultural 
training of the Zionist youth stood them in good stead. Under the 
most difficult conditions they managed to make use of all available 
bits of land. One pre-war farm at Grochow, in the vicinity of War
saw, survived until the spring of 1942. On this farm a group of 
60 boys and girls managed for a time, through sheer will, to over
come the innumerable obstacles placed in their way by the Ger
mans. Somehow tiny gardens. and farms sprang up wherever there 
was a bit of land belong~ng to a Jewish Council, a field, or a gar· 
bage dump. Bendzin, Sosnowiec, Oswiencim, Strzemiezyce, Kielce, 
Lodz, Cracow, Radomsko, Opoczno, Czestochowa, Kalisz, Wegrow, 
Zdunska-Wola all had plots of freshly tilled earth. Part of the 
products were turned over to the community kitchens which fed 
the neediest. 

For those who were unable to find work on a fa1·m, the Chalu
tz.im organized shoe, tailor and carpenter shops. Others worked as 
porters, janitors, drivers, and at any other available job. They 
took part in the underground education of Jewish children. For a 
time they operated a big laundry in Lodz, which tended to the 
needs of the majority of Lodz's Jews. Forced labor, deportation 
and internment, made sharp inroads, often forcing them to aban
don projects which they had hardly begun. This did not prevent 
them from continuing their activities. Children were taught 
Hebrew by rote, because no books were available. Holidays and 
memorial meetings were not forgotten. The record of their work 
ends abruptly in the middle of 1942. Since that time there has 
been no word. 

As Hitler's extermination policy reached full swing, even the 
newly-forged ghetto way of life changed radically. The Jews lived 
from day to day, expecting each to be the last. By Geiman police 
orders of October 10th and November 14, 1942, the Jews were con
centrated in 13 ghettos and 42 so-called ''Jewish Quarters," from 
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which the Gentile populations had been removed. Thus they 
were completely cut off from the outside world. 

e) Death 
All the scientific barbarism and refined cruelty of Get man rule 

was brought into play in carrying out Hitler's extermination policy 
against the Jews. Poli~h Jewry was destined for death, not a peace
ful death, but one to be earned on the rack of Nazi violence and 
evil. Total war, the campaign of September 1939, took the first 
toll. Amongst the killed and wounded civilians there were some 
6o,oooJewish victims. The number of Jews who fell in the ranks 
of the Polish Army is known to have been over 30,000. By Sep
tember of 1943, living conditions under the Getmans had caused 
the ''natural death'' of 500,000 Jews. This staggering figure, how-, 
ever, .did not satisfy the Germans. Fischer, the governor of the 
Warsaw district, stated that: 

''We will destroy this tribe. They will disappear due to hunger 
and misery.'' .. 

• 
And the Jews lived in gnawing hunger and abject misery. 

From the very beginning, impatient Ger,nan soldiers and the Ges
tapo, shot them down on the streets in ''reprisal'' or without bother
ing about any pretext. Sometimes Jews were hanged in the public 
squares, 3:nd to their limp bodies were attached placards describ
ing their ''crimes." Sometimes a Jew collapsing under the condi
tions of his forced labor, was asked if he would prefer some lighter 
work. In answer to his feeble affirmative, he was ordered to dig a 
ditch· and then shot. ''Enforcing discipline'' through murder was 
the order of the day in many a labor camp. Jewish forced laborers 
put to work on fortifications were later shot to preserve military 
secrets. Many Jews were tortured to death in concentration camps 
by the notorious methods tested in Dachau and Buchenwald. In 
March 1943~ there came word that over a hundred Jewish intel
lectuals and spiritual leaders were executed by the Germans in 
Oswiencim, allegedly for the distribution of Jewish underground 
publications. Six rabbis and twenty journalists and writers were 
among those killed. Jews were put to death for transgressing 
against any one of the innumerable German orders and decrees. 



' Whether it was for leaving the ghetto in search of food, smuggling 
a loaf of bread in, or for displaying ''hostility toward the German 
nation'' the penalty was ·death, even for those under 16. Jewish 
children, caught outside the ghetto walls by Gestapo men or Ger
n1an gendar·mes, were mercilessly shot down. Poland Fights of 
June so, 1942, reported that 30 Jewish children were drowned by 
the Ger a11ans in clay pits as an ''example'' to the population. A 
frequent occurrence during the early months of occupation was 
the burning alive of Jews in their synagogues. The number of 
such victims cannot even be estimated. Exactly how many thou
sands of Jews perished in the tightly packed freight cars, which 
took them from their homes in the ,vestem provinces, may never 

• 
be known. Carrying their condemned battalions, who received 
neither bread nor water for days and nights on end, these death 
trains left behind them a trail of corpses. 

Hitler's orders for complete extermination required even 
more effective methods. Ger1nan science was brought into the pic
ture. In Chelm the gas chamber was introduced; in Belzec electro
cution; in Treblinka B, death by hot steam. By July 1942, the 
Ge1mans boasted an impressive record. In addition to the 400,000 
dead of ''natural causes," they had now murdered outright some 
300,000 Jews. One-fourth of Polish Jewry in German-occupied 
Poland was already dead. The time had come to ''liquidate'' the 
remaining Polish Jews and the hundreds of thousands of their 
brothers from abroad who had ~een deported to Poland. There 
is not an occupied country in Europe from which Jews have not 
been sent East. According to Geiman admissions, the transports 
were of such a nature that at least 30% of. the deportees died en 
route. Underground sources revealed these special methods, de
vised to insure the death of deportees before they reached their 
destination. Geiman physicians were injecting air bubbles into 
the veins of deportees, which caused death within a few· hours. 

In November 1942, underground sources spoke of ''reports 
which indicate that up to 50% of the deportees are no more. That 

• 

is due not only to hunger, disease, and inadequate clothing, but 
also to violence." By the beginning of 1943 it was doubtful 
whether more than 150,000 deportees were still alive, and the 
number of victims was steadily mounting. 
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In July 1942, under the cloak of deportation, began the whole
sale annihilation of large Jewish centers in Poland. It is known 

• 

that tens of thousands of Jews were slaughtered in many Polish 
cities, but the most substantial details of thi~ story of death have 
come from Warsaw. 

I 

A new ••extermination center'' was established in Sobibor to 
supplement those already in action at Treblinka and Belzec. On 
July 2 2, 1942, acting on German orders, the Jewish Council of 
Warsaw issued a deportation order. With the exception of those 
working for the Germans or those fit to work though not yet -•• in
cluded in the process of employment," the employees of the 
J ewi~h Council, and the members of the Jewish police and hospi
tal staffs, all Warsaw Jews became subject to deportation to the 
East beginning July 22nd. They would be permitted to take with 
them personal effects weighing not more than fifteen kilograms. 
The penalty for evading or obstructing deportation was death. 
Those who were to remain behind were likewise threatened with 
the death penalty if they left the ghetto. The Ge1mans ordered 
the mayor of the ghetto, Adam Czemiakow, to prepare the first 
list of 10,000 Jews. Shortly after Czemiakow conferred with the 
Germans, he co1nmitted suicide. He was succeeded by Lichten
baum. 

, 

The number of deportees varied from 6,000 to 10,000 daily . 
• 

From the outset, the deportations were accompanied by terror and 
bloodshed. People were shot at random. The aged and infir111 were 
led to the cemetery and shot down. Any one who was . not quick 
enough or attempted to hide was killed. The Ger11aans drove 
through the streets of the ghetto in rickshaws drawn by Jews. To 
accelerate the speed of exte1mination they machine-gunned any 
group of people within sight. By nightfall of each day the bodies 
of 20, or 30, or 40 victims lay on the streets. 

To round up prospective deportees, the Ge1n1ans threw cor
dons around certain streets and drove the inhabitants into the so
called loading station (Umschlagplatz) adjacent to a railway 
track outside the ghetto. The scenes that accompanied this ••evac
uation'' defy all description. For four months, the inhabitants of 
the ghetto lived in a state of stark terror and bewildennent which 
was fanned by Gennan stratagem. Realizing that any attempt to 



carry out the immediate mass annihilation of a half million people 
concentrated in one spot might result in desperate resistance, the 
Ger1nans tricked their victi1ns into death. They created ''privi· 
leged'' classes whom they promised to spare because of the work 
they were doing. Always, the group deported on any given day 
was to be the last; and those remaining were to be left in peace. 

During the entire period that this process went on, the Jews 
of· the ghetto had one aim: to obtain work certificates which 
would save them from deportation; only to discover a few days 
later that, again, for the thousandth time, the Ger1nans had broken 
their pledge. As for the decimated ranks of Jews who still were 
led each day like cattle by the shop guard (Werkschutz) to slave 
in Ge11nan workshops, and were quartered in designated blocks 
without contact with their families-these bewildered and torpid 
beings finally found themselves, too, among the defenseless, teem
ing crowd at the Umschlagplatz, the depot to death. Even then 
they still refused to grasp the truth, hoping against hope that they 
were being sent to the East to work. The Germans wanted them to 
believe this. The ghetto was flooded with forged letters from Jews 
who had been deported months before, and now ''wrote'' that 
they were well off and working. This ruse was so successful that 
many Jewish families, who were promised that if they volunteered 
for work elsewhere they would not be separated, collected their 
belongings and went to the Umschlagplatz without awaiting their 
tum. Some, who understood what was in store, took their own 
lives. Others, who also knew, called upon the people to resist. 
But that summons was not heeded until much later, when less 
than 40,000 Jews remained in the Warsaw Ghetto, and when sev
eral hundred thousand had already been murdered piecemeal, 
cheated by the Ger1nans into surrendering their lives without a 
struggle. 

The deportees were packed tight into freight trains. under the 
usual conditions. The trains were headed mainly in the direction 
of the exter1oination camps at Treblinka, and some to Belzec and 
Sobibor. Only some 4,000 of the deportees were sent to work be
hind the front line. What happened to over 400,000 is now wel1 
known from detailed reports that have come out of Poland. Many 
lost their lives en route in the airless freight cars whose floors were 

• 



' sprinkled with quick lime and chlorine. 
. From an ey~:witness who had been in Treblinka B, known 

throughout Poland as the ''slaughterhouse," has come a detailed 
. ' 

account accompanied by a map. The camp of Treblinka B, which 
lies con-veniently close to a railroad siding that receives transports 
directly from Warsaw, is the main extermination center where 
most of the Jews of Warsaw, and many from other ghettos ha,·e 
been murdered. When the victims arrived, they were told that they 
were in a quarantine distribution center for labor camps. On this 
excuse, they were ordered to undress for disinfection. They then 
were driven to the death house, a concrete windowless structure 
containing several chambers lined with steam pipes. Women and 
children first, the Ger1nans ordered. The floors are wet, slippery; 
the victims fall, and others pile in on top of them. When the 
chambers have been packed to capacity, they are he11netically 
sealed, and the hot steam is released through the pipe-vents. 

After the proper interval, the doors of the death chan1bers are 
opened, and cold water is poured in to disentangle the glued mass 
of human a1·,ns and legs. 

Jewish grave diggers remove the bodies. Their orders are ex· 
plicit: ''Ein Mann zwei Leichen.'' Each grave-digger must bui;· 
two corpses at top speed. 

After some 90 percent of the inhabitants of the Warsaw ghetto 
had thus been murdered in Treblinka and other death ca111ps, 
those who still remained half-starved in Warsaw were preparing 
for their final act. 

A report received by the Polish Government-in-Exile in Jann· 
ary 1943 stated that for twelve hours the rattle of machine gum 
was heard in the ghetto. More Jews were being murdered. 

The Ger1nan Donauzeitung of February 23, 1943 wrote: 
• 

''It is reported from Warsaw that the dissolution of the War· 
saw Jewish quarter in the autumn compelled the application 
of extraordinary sanitary measures in order to make the streets 
concerned accessible for the general population and the homes 
habitable, as their condition defies all description." 

''General population'' meant the Poles who were being steadil}· 
pushed out of the residential section occupied by the Ge1mans. 

Further proof of the depopulation of the Warsaw Ghetto comes 



from letters sent to Warsaw from Palestine through the Interna
tional Red· Cross, letters which were returned bearing the follow-
• • • • l 
1ng 1nscr1pt1on: 

''Not delivered; addressee could not be traced.'' 
In March 1943 a message smuggled out of Warsaw to Polish 

circles in t.ondon related how, when the Germans were clearing 
out a certain block, the Jews resisted and in the ensuing clash 
many Germans were killed. Thereupon the enraged Nazis brought 
up machine guns and mowed down hundreds of Jews. The message 
appealed to the civilized world for help against the continuation 
of the slaughter, and closed with the following words: 

''The responsibility is with you rouse the world to action." 
Their fears were well-founded. On April 21st, an underground 

Polish radio broadcast a frantic appeal for aid. The last Warsaw 
Jews were being machine-gunned. Women and children were 
defending the1nselves with their bare hands. Polish sources shed 
some light on the abruptly terminated broadcast. According to 
these sources, the remaining Warsaw Jews were holding off the 
Ger1nans with arms supplied by the Polish underground, and 
even with home-made weapons. Some 1,000 Ge1mans were killed 
in this battle. After a fight of several days in barricaded streets, 
the ghetto was at last enveloped in silence. There are no more 
Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto. It is believed, however, that some of 
them, particularly women and children, were able to find refuge 
and a hiding place among the Polish people. 

It must not be forgotten that \Varsaw was only one city with 
a large Jewish population. Throughout the cities, towns, and 
villages of Poland, Jews struggled desperately for survival under 
the heel of German occupation only to share the fate of the Jews 
of Warsaw. 

An eyewitness reports from Bendzin. In August 1942, all the 
Jews. of the city, including infants, were ordered to assemble in 
two stadiums. They were to have their food-cards stamped. The 
penalty for not appearing was death, but the Geiman authorities 
assured the Jewish Council that nothing would happen to the 
Jews thus assembled. They arrived at the indicated place where 
they were forced to stand for 36 hours, without food, and in a 
pouring rain. Children slept in the mud. Women fainted. At the 



• 
end of the second day they were divided into three groups: strong 
healthy people ing work-ca1ds, who were released; older 
people with.work ca1ds, who could be released on application of 
the Jewish Council or the Aryan co1,,cnissan in cha1ge of their 
shops; old people, women with children, and those unfit to work, 
who were deported. As the line of demarcation was not very firm, 
and many in the first and second groups were included among 
those to be deported, the transport numbered about 5,000 people. 
They were kept for two days longer in some empty buildings, then 
crowded into the fa1,ailiar freight trains. They were never heard 
from again. lt was rumored that they had been sent to nearby , 
Oswiencim and cremated in electric furnaces. Others say that they 
were gassed en route. A similar fate befell the Jews of Piotrkow, 
Kielce, Wloszczow, Lublin .... Those fit .to work, remained until 
their usefulness to the enemy was over. The old and infirm were 
shot. Those who lagged behind were shot. From Piotrkow comes 
the story of women who could not keep pace with the transport 
on the way to the station. Th~y were led under a wall and shot. 
Their children remained in the transport. During a round-up of 
deportees, looking out of a window meant death. In Radom im
patient German soldiers shot down Jews as they made their way to 
the assembly place for deportation. In the Galician city of Stanis
lawow, 700 Jews remained of over so,ooo, the majority of whom 
had been killed in the massacres of 1941. In the neighboring town 
of Delatyn, all Jews together with the members of the Jewish Coun
cil were killed. In that entire district practically all the Jews were 
either shot, burned to death or otherwise annihilated. The Lwow 
Jewish Community of 100,000 is said to have been all but des
troyed. The 15,000 Jews of the Sanok district were said to have 
been wiped out. On February 7, 194s, the town of Brzeziny near 
Lodz was cleared of Jews when those who had remained were 
blown up in their synagogue by the ''Lodz Technische Nothilfe." 
The New York Times of February 16, 194s, reported that so,ooo 
Jews of Czestochowa were deponed, ''some of the victi1ns marked 
for slaughter and others for forced labor. All the aged and feeble 
were sent to Rawa-Ruska in Galicia for execution by the Nazis.'' 
The Cracow Ghetto previously reduced from 60,000 to 6,000 by 
deportations was said to have been liquidated in a three-day mas-
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sacre in March, 1945. The American traitor Douglas Chandler 
who uses the pseudonym of Paul Revere, broadcast on April 2nd 
an account of a visit to Cracow in which he stated that ''Not a 
s~ngle Jew remains in the city." At about the sa1ne time, on April 
12, 1943., The New lork Times reported that the Ger1nans were 
beginning the liquidation of the Lodz Ghetto which had some 
200,000 inhabitants. 

• 

Polish underground sources reported that by the end of 1942, 
Jews of the following cities and towns had been either completely 
exte1minated or deported to death centers elsewhere: the Lublin 
district (except the Majdanek camp), Chelm, Zaklikow, K1asnik, 
Zawichost, Jedrzejow, Pinczow, Busk, Wislica, Annopol, Cmielow, 
Biala-Podlaska, So}lolow, Wegrow, Seredyn, Kosow, Staszow, 
Bodzentyn, Suchendniow, Chmielnik, Rawa-Ruska, Brzesc, Grod
no, Grajewo, Hrubieszow, -Zambrow, Kruszyn, Siedlce, Kaluszyn, 
Minsk-Mazowiecki, Krynki. 

Each of these na1nes, so difficult to pronounce, must be re
membered; for in each of .these, men, women and children, the 
aged, the crippled and the infi11n, were murdered by the Ge1mans. 

By September of 1943 not less than 1,6oo,ooo Polish Jews had 
perished. If the half million Jews who had fled to Russia or had 
been deported by the Soviets into the interior are taken into con
sideration, an optimistic estimate would place the number of 
Polish Jews still surviving in Poland by September of 1943 at a 
maximum of 1,200,000. 

Of some 500,000 Polish Jews deported by the Soviets to Asiatic 
Russia in the beginning of 1940, several thousand succeeded in 
reaching Iran from whence they are being distributed to Palestine, 
Africa and Mexico. Apart from this number a mere 6,000 Polish
} ewish refugees managed to reach Allied or neutral countries. 

Most of those who escaped, fled in the early months of Ger
man occupation, across the Lithuanian, Hungarian or Rumanian 
borders or through Italy. There were a few cases of miraculous 
escape through Germany to Switzerland or France. Over. 3,000 of 
these refugees reached the United States, another 2,000 are in 
Palestine, some 500 in Canada, with equal numbers in Morocco 
and Spain, while 200 ar1·ived to safety in Portugal. Negligible 
numbers reached Britain, Switzerland, Sweden, South Africa, Aus-



tralia, New Zealand and the Latin American countries. 
Many Jews fled Poland only to be forced to remain in Axis

occupied or satellite countries. Of these, some 10,000 were caught 
in the Baltic countries where they met the same fate as the native 
Jews. Three thousand remained in Hungary. Some were deported 
back to Poland; the lot of the others is unknown. Several hundred 
were in France, where some were interned and the ·majority de
ported back to Poland. A few were able to Hee to Spain, Switzer
land or Morocco. An unknown number reached Rumania; 1,000 

Shanghai; 50 Finland and 100 were interned in ·the Italian camp 
of Fe11a Monte. 

The overwhelming majority of the Jews of Poland liave fallen 
victim to the German invader. The massacre continues. Each day 
there are a few less left to tell the tale. 

I I I. Resistance 

a) Underground 
During the September campaign, the Jewish civilian popula

tion fought shoulder to shoulder with the Polish people. Together 
they prepared the defense of Lwow. At the time of the siege of 
Warsaw, Jews, men and women, workers and intellectuals, young 
students and bearded orthodox elders, dug trenches, did patrol 
duty, served as liaison messengers between the city and the mili
tary forces, extinguished fires, and organized themselves into 
volunteer defense battalions. 

In defeated Poland the resistance of the Jews, as well as that of 
,· the Poles, went underground. Open fighting was well nigh im

possible. Nevertheless, despite the fact that the Jews lacked the 
I 

weapons to strike back, and the knowledge that every individual 
; act of sabotage would be repaid with collective reprisals, there 

were cases of open resistance against the enemy on the part of 
: Polish Jews, culminating in the heroic battle of the Warsaw 

Ghetto. As reported by underground sources, the Jewish popu
lation in several Polish towns barricaded the ghettos and fought 

· off the German police and Gestapo, who had coQle to carry out 
mass deportations. In N ieswiez the fighting between the Jews and 
. Ge1·mans lasted for several hours; the latter were successful only 



after having received reinforcements. In Lubliniec, near Czesto
chowa, all the Jews were ordered into the marketplace and most 
of their clothing was removed and loaded into trucks. Several 
women attempted to retrieve their clothes and began beating the 
Ge1tnan gendarmes. This served as a signal for the entire popula
tion of the town, Jews and Poles alike, who bore down on the 
gendar1nes. The terrified Gerinans, without even attempting to use 
their guns, escaped in one of the trucks. In the village of Adamow, 

. the local Jews had reason to expect a mass deportation. In small 
numbers they stole out into the woods. When a sufficient group 
had gathered, they returned to the town, overpowered the Ge1·1nan 
ga11ison, collected as many of their possessions as they could, and 
returned to the forest. In a concentration camp. near Lwow, 17 
Ge11nan guards were said to have been killed in a fight with pris
oners. The Jews paid a heavy price for each such incident. 

Although little concrete news is available, there is proof that 
Polish Jews are taking active part in the underground fight against 
the invader. It is known that the Gestapo blacklist of 20,000 per
sons engaged in anti-Ger1nan activities includes some 2,000 Jewish 
names, a very high percentage, considering the strict German con
trol of Jewish activities. News of Jewish underground work comes 
mainly from Ge1n1an sources and refers to the early part of 1942. 
The Krakauer Zeitung of that period claimed that in the Cracow 
ghetto the Jews had organized a ••resistance center'' to help Polish 
pat tisans, and were publishing illegal painphlets. They were 
wa111ed by the Ge11nans that the ghetto would lose its ••autonomy." 
In Lublin a young Jewish lawyer was hanged for distributing anti
Nazi literature among the peasants. Two Jews of Katowice, father 
and son, were sentenced to death for organizing a partisan group. 
An illegal press run by six Jews was discovered in Cracow. Its 
printed matter included songs which praised the Polish Army and 
England. A guerrilla group of Poles and Jews were captured in 
Kutno. Four Jews were shot to death as members of partisan 
groups in Pinsk. In Zukow a Jew and a Pole were shot for under
ground activities. A number of Polish peasants and Jews succeeded 
in derailing a Ge1n1an., military train. In the resulting crash, 30 

' 

Ge1·mans were killed. Most of the peasants were able to es{:ape. 
The less fortunate, among the1n 8 Jews, were executed by the 

• 

• 



Ge11nans. A Jew who had escaped from Tar now and succeeded in 
reaching Palestine in November 1942 related that partisan groups 
were active all over Poland, and that many Tamow Jews had 
joined the guerrillas. It was reported that in the Lublin district, 
Jewish guerrillas held up a train, killed three Ge11nan guards, and 
liberated 60 Poles who were being transported to Germany for 
forced labor. The Jews escaped and the Ge,mans offered 100,000 

marks reward for information concerning their whereabouts. In 
the Galician city of Tamopol, eleven Jewish men and three women 

, were hanged for gue,·rilla activities. For three days their bodies 
remained hanging from a balcony which bore a large sign with 

' 

these words: 
''The same fate is reserved for all others who act as these Jews.'' 
The Ge11nan Basic Penal Law of December 16, 1941 gives fur

ther, though indirect, proof of underground activities. It provides 
for the death penalty for Poles and Jews ''if they commit any vio
lence against a Ge1n1an citizen because he belongs to the Ger1nan 
nation," or, ''if by spiteful or provocative behavior they demon
strate a mentality hostile to Ge1many and especially if they make 
anti-German statements or tear down or damage proclamations of 
Ger1nan authorities or public institutions, or if by their general 
attitude they disparage or prejudice the authority and the welfare 
of the German Reich or the Ge11nan people." It also provides the 
death penalty for the ''illicit possession of firearms, hand grenades, 
bayonets, explosives or any other weapon of war, or if they have 
reliable information that a Pole or a Jew is in illicit possession of 
such objects and have failed to make immediate representation to 
the authorities." 

The Jewish underground movement, as that of th~ Poles, is 
organized along the lines of the political parties in pre-war Poland. 
The Jewish Socialist Bund and the Zionist youth of all political 
shades are the most active. The Bund published three periodicals, 
The Bulletin and the Voice of Youth in Yiddish, and For Your 
Freedom and Ours in Polish. The Zionist Chalutzim organization 
Gordonia published an educational paper lton Hinuchi in He
brew. Twenty-six issues are known to have appeared. A letter from 
a member of Gordonia dated Warsaw, April 29, 1942, to a Zionist 
in Switzerland shows that the paper was still appearing during the 



first half of 1942. The decoded message of the letter follows: ''Dur
ing the Easter Holidays our newspaper and book came out. It is a 
very good issue. It carried articles about A. D. Gordon [ one of the 
founders of the Zionist labor movement], the situation of the 
Jewish people and the details of its life which will at once interest 
the historian. It also contains -an ideological article. It will be dis
tributed by messengers to all our people." Dror, another Zionist 
organization, is also known to have published a periodical at ir
regular intervals. 

Underground papers ·are but one of the many activities of the 
Zionist youth in Poland. In the short coded letters they were send
ing out until the middle of 1942 could be seen the amazing faith, 
strength and energy of the Chalutzim. 

A letter from Lwow dated May 26, 1942, relates that: ''I am 
working in my old profession [ meaning the Zionist movement] 
though there have been great obstacles in exercising it. Also other 
relatives [meaning Chalutzim in the provinces] work though not 
all of them are in good health." 

Another letter from a gro~p in Warsaw, dated April 15, 1942, 
reads: ''We are twenty-three people. With the exception of small 
children, all of us work. We help each oth'er and study together 
and take care of the small children so that they may be trained for 
the future." 

b) ]eu,s in the Pol.ish Army 

''Fighting beside their Polish comrades in the Polish Army, 
Polish Jews have won the undisputed right to undisturbed work, 
prosperity and happiness in the liberated fatherland to which we 
are going through saaifices and sufferings and which we are cer
tain to reach," declared Jan Stanczyk, Polish Minister of Social 
Welfare, on November 8, 1940. 

From the very first day of the war, Jews streamed into the 
Polish A1111y. On countless occasions they distinguished them
selves by their heroism and courage. According to Dr. Ignacy 
Schwarzbart, a member of the Polish Nationai Council, 82,216 
Jewish officers and men were killed during the September ca111-
paign in Poland, and 61,000 were taken prisoners. The casualties 
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seem unusually high since the total number of killed and wounded 
in the Polish Aimy is estimated by Polish circles at some 200,000. 

' 

This. would place Jewish casualties at 16% in a country whose 
Jewish population was only 10% of the total. 

Together with their Polish comrades in ar1ns, at the conclusion 
of the Polish campaign, Jewish soldiers tried to smuggle out of 
Poland. From the internment camps of Hungary and Rumania, 
they attempted to reach France and the new Polish Army which 
was being rebuilt there. Young Jewish boys falsified their ages to 
Polish authorities in Rumania in order to be sent to France. 
Polish Jews living in Britain and Belgium came to France and en
listed in the Polish Army. As long as the enlistment remained 
voluntary, the proportion of Jews in the Polish A1·n1y was so high 
that it was jestingly referred to as the ''Jewish Ar1ny." Naturally, 
after the general mobilization of Poles in France, this proportion 

_ was altered by the drafting of Polish miners and far 1ners resident 
in France. By June 1940 Jewish soldiers constituted 11 or 12% 
of the total. After the collapse of France, when the army was again 
reorganized, this time in England, there was only a very small per
centage of Jews in its ranks. This was due to the difficulties of 
evacuating from France, as well as to a certain discouragement 
over the anti-Semitism displayed in the Polish Atmy in that coun-

. try. After the Polish-Soviet Treaty in July 1941, when a Polish 
A1·my was organized in Russia, those Polish Jews who had been 
interned for refusing Soviet passports now rushed to join the P0lish 
ranks. Professor Stanislav Grabski, one of the leaders of the Polish 
Nationalist Endek party, on his arrival in London from Russia 
declared that ''Jews just as Poles are fulfilling their military duty 
and joining the ranks of the Polish A1my." The commander of 
the Polish A1my on Soviet soil, General Anders, stated in May 
1942 that Jews constitute 15% of the Polish a1·med forces in Russia. 

Among the many tales of Jewish heroism is the one about the 
private who, during one of the late stages of the Sepember cam
paign, was the only volunteer ready to undertake the delivery of 
an important message· under the most difficult circumstances. He 
succeeded in delivering the message and after the battle was dec
orated for bravery ... and the one about the cadet, who performed 
wonders of heroism at the crumbling French front, and saved the 

160 



unit under his command. There are many Star of David-marked 
gt aves, strewn over the African desert. There were those who died 
the death of heroes at Tobruk. · 

• 

( 
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ESTONIA 

rrhe earliest Jewish settlers came to Reval (Tallinn) in the 
179o's, but it was not until the middle of the 19th century that 
they began to arrive in any appreciable numbers. As artisans, privi
leged merchants and intellectuals, they were allowed to settle in 
territory outside the Pale. By 1897, 1,193 Jews (1.86 percent) lived 
among the 64,000 inhabitants of Reval (Tallinn) the capital. In 
the district of Reveal, there were 1,228 (0.787%) Jews of a total 
population of 157,000. The Jewish population of Dorpat (Tartu) 
numbered 1,774 or 4.24% of 42,000 inhabitants. 

In the Estonian Republic, Jews, who together with other mi
norities enjoyed complete cultural autonomy, occupied a unique 
'position. The Constitutio11 of June 15, 1920, guaranteed the Jews 
minority rights. On February 12, 1925, a Law of Cultural Self
Government oI National Minorities was promulgated which 
granted cultural autonomy to each minority numbering not less 
than 3,000 members. 
' 

In accordance with this law on October 19, 1925, the Jews sub-
mitted a program to the government in order to establish thei1· 
autonomous institutions. The organized Estonian Jewish com
munity began to function in June 1926. Its autonomous powers 
w~re divided among the following agencies: 

1. ~I\. Cultural Council of 27 members, elected tri-annually by the 
Jewish citizens; 

2. An Executive Committee of seven members; and 
3. Local Committees entrusted with compiling the Jewish na

tionality cadaste1·, aiding the tax officials, and maintaining the 
schools. The sources of communal income were defined by law 
so as to include, in addition to subsidies, private donations and 
sums contributed by the state and the municipalities, a com
pulsory tax upon all members of the minority at rates fixed by 
its elected officials . 

Eacl1 1ni11ority elected its p1·esicle11t. 1VI1·. G. Eisenstadt, the first 



• 

1J1·esident of the Jewish community, reta111ed his office th1·oughot1r 
the existence of Jewish cultural autonomy. In 1930, four st;;ite ele-
1nen tary schools and two high schools were turned over to the 
Jewish Cultural Council. The problem of the language of instruc
tion remained a bone of contention between the Zionist and Yid-
dishist factions. • 

An anti-Semi tic movement which blossomed in Estonia in the 
' middle of the 193o's, made considerable headway and resulted in 

the limitation of the number of Jews a9-mitted to the Tartu State 
University, particularly the medical school. 

The number of Jews in Estonia was so small that it is almost 
impossible to speak of their participation in the country's political 
life. Jews were never elected to Parliament and were represented 
only in the town councils of Tallinn and Tartu. However, they 
received cultural representation by the establishment of an en
dowed chair dedicated to Jewish history and literature at the Tartu 
University. 

In 1934 there were 4,381 Jews in Estonia, constituting 0.4% 
of the population. Of this number 98% were urban dwellers. 
There were Jewish communities in Tallinn with 2,203 Jews, Tartu 
with 920, Valga with 262 and Parnu with 248. Figures for the 1,688 
gainfully occupied Jews in Estonia in 1934 show that about half 
the Jewish population was engaged in trade, either as entre
preneurs or as employees, while industry and handicraft absorbed 
one-third of the total. Employees comprised 37.9 percent of those 
gainfully occupied. 

• 

Occupational Distribution of Estonian Jewry: 

• 

Trade .· . . . 
Trade employees 
Artisans . . . 
Manual laborers . 
Liberal professions . 
Industrialists . . 
Property owners . 
Religious pursuits 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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NUMBER 

514 
409 
249 
233 
159 
82 
26 
16 

PERCENT 

30.5 
23.9 
14.7 
14.0 
9.4 
5.0 
1.5 
1.0 

Getman occupation of Estonia was not as rapid as that of 
Lithuania and Latvia. Lithuania was occupied in a few days, and 
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German troops moved into Latvia on July 6, 1941, two weeks after 
the outbreak of the Russo-Gern1an war. Estonian Jews on the 
other hand, had almost two months' time to make. good their 
escape to the Leningrad· area of the Soviet Union. By the time 
Tallinn fell on September 3, 1941, a considerable part of Estonian 
Jews were reported to be beyond the reach of the Ge1 man a11ny 
and the Gestapo . 

• 

• 



• 

• 

LATVIA 

I. Democracy 
• 

When, at the end of the last war, Latvia emerged out of the 
districts of Latgale, Courla11d and Livonia, Latvian Jewry was 
composed of elements of diverse extraction and historical experi
ence. The Jews of Latgale had their roots within the Czarist Pale 
of Jewish settlement, in the districts of Dvinsk, Rejitza and Lutzin. 
For centuries, they had lived in a Polish and Russian milieu. On 
the other hand, the Jews who had begun to trickle into the fo1mer 
Gennan-dominated Duchy of Courland, during the. first decades 
of the 18th century, developed under the influence of Geiman 
culture, and maintained close ties with German Jewry. In Livonia, 
mainly in the capital city of Riga, dwelled Jews who had come 
from Courland, as well as those who had emigrated from Lithuania 
and other parts of Russia. 

When in 1919 the new democratic regime introduced minority 
rights on a broad scale, the heterogeneous Jewish groups began to 
work together in parliament and in municipal affairs. As a result, 
the way was paved for the fusion of the Jewish population, which 
in 1920 numbered 79,368, or slightly more than 5 percent. 

By 1935, there were 93,479 Jews in Latvia, constituting 4.79 
percent of the country's total population of a little less than two 
million. After the Great Russians, the Jews were the largest minor
ity group in Latvia. 

The rights accorded in the Latvian Republic to minorities 
were most successfully applied in the field of education. On De
cember 18, 1919, a law was passed for the organization of autono
mous minority schools. It was provided that: 

''The head of each minority's school administration repre
sented his nationality in all cultural matters with the right, .. 
to participate in an advisory capacity in the sessions of the 
Cabinet of Ministers, dealing with the cultural life of the na
tionality he represents." 



. 

The educational heads (Jacob Landau directed the Jewish Depart-
ment from 1919 to 1934) were elected by the members of the corre
sponding minority in Parliament and confirmed by the Cabinet. 
The minority schools were maintained by the state and munici
palities in ex.act proportion to the percentage of the minority 
population. By 1936, 12,347 pupils were enrolled in elementary 
schools, and 2,358 students in the high schools administered by 
the Jewish Department. In Riga, Libau and Dvinsk there were 
Jewish trade schools. Riga also had an agricultural school as well 
as a Jewish theater partly subsidized by the municipality. 

Attempts were made in 1920 and 1921, to create a private 
Jewish autonomous organization, with elected communal organi
zations and a Central Vaad (Committee). But with Jewish political 
life centered around the parliament (Saeima) and the local self
government, these attempts were soon abandoned. The Beirat 
(Advisory Council), which represented Jewish business and indus
trial associations, as well as the majority of the Jewish coopera
tives, had considerable influence in economic matters but not in 
questions of purely political significance. 

- From the time of the Constituent Assembly and through the 
years of 1922 to May 1934, Jews had from three to six parliamen
tary representatives. In Riga, where almost half Latvian Jewry 
was concentrated (41.3% in 1925), they played a considerable part 
in the municipal administration. Throughout the entire demo
cratic period, a Jewish physician headed Riga's Department of 
Health. 

• • 

Their representation in legislative and municipal affairs was 
of importance to the social position of the Jews, divided as they 
were into different parties and political groups. The political pic
ture corresponded somewhat to the occupational distribution of 
Latvian Jewry. 

• 
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Occupational Distribution of the Latvian Population in 1935 

NON-JEWS JEWS 
. ~bsolute Percentage Absolute Percentage 

1 . Agriculture . . 800,846 70.0 717 1.8 
2. Industry and 

Crafts . . • 

3. Commerce and 
Credit . . . 

4. Communication 
5. Administration 

and Police. 
6. Liberal 

Professions 

• 

• 

7. Domestic Help . 
8. Unknown . • 

160,720 

49,933 
25,435 

. 36,3 15 
31,925 
9,263 

TOTAi. . . 1,153,148 

4·4 
2.2 

3·3 

3.2 
2.8 

• • 

100.0 

13,881 

-

3,555 
709 
537 

39,366 

35.8 

47·3 
1.9 

9.2 
1.8 
• • 

100.0 

In its economic struggle, Latvian Jewry was joined with other 
Latvian groups, especially those representing the. interests of the 
urban population and the moderate Social Democratic Party. 
Jews had representation in the Union of Latvian Towns and in 
its Council, in the tax commissions of the Finance Ministry; they 
participated in the sessions of the Central Land Distribution Com
mittee, and in the Council of the Riga Municipal Bank. Until 
the fall of the democratic regime, Latvian Jews felt sufficiently 
secure and free to fight not only for their civil rights, but also 
for the improvement of their economic and social situation. 

11. Dictator11hip 

On May 15, 1934, Karlis Ulmanis, leader of the Peasants' 
Union, staged a successful coup d'etat which introduced a Fascist 

. era. Without explicit anti-Jewish legislation, but by means of well
camouflaged regulations and the transfer of power to administra
tive bodies, the Ulmanis regime succeeded in forcing Jews out of 
all important industrial, commercial, and financial positions.· 

The period between May 1934, and Soviet occupation in the 
early summ.er of 1940 was one of stagnant depression for Latvian 
Jews. Economic life was entirely in the hands of the new regime, 
and the peasantry which backed Ulmanis emerged as a privileged 

1&, 
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class. Very few Jews were admitted into the corporative chambers, 
supposedly to replace a parliament. In the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry there were only 4 Jews out of 6o members. In the 
Cha1nber of Literature and Arts, dedicated to the preservation of 
the spiritual legacy of the Lettish people, there was only one Jew. 

Although the establishment of monopolies and the concentra
tion of many branches of industry in the government's hands 
always meant the expropriation of Jewish plants and the ouster of 
Jewish personnel, these transactions were never openly tainted by 
reference to the religion of the victims. A typical example was the 
nationalization of the timber trade, which meant the liquidation 
of a hundred-year-old industry in which Jews were prominent. 

School autonomy was destroyed by the Fascist regime almost 
immediately after it took power. In July 1934, two new laws were 
enacted changing the organization of the Ministry of Education 
and abolishing the 1919 public education. The first substituted 
the heads of the minority education offices by so-called "'referents 
on minorities' educational affairs''; the second repealed the 1919 
law concerning the national minorities' schools of Latvia. The 
latter was in tum superseded on July 24, 1935, by the publication 
of special instructions regulating the functions of the referents. 

The referent was to make all final decisions in matters of Jew
ish education and culture. The heaviest blows were directed 
against the secular Yiddish elementary and high schools, but a 
considerable number of Zionist schools were also closed. In the 
last year of democratic Latvia (1933-34) there had been 118 Jewish 
educational institutions. In the year 1939-40, there were only 74. 
One large private Hebrew gymnasium in Riga with about 1,500 
pupils, and several Hebrew public schools in the provinces re
mained open until the summe·r of 1940. 

I I I. Soviet Rule 
When Soviet troops marched into Latvia on June 15, 1940, 

• 

Lettish Nationalists initiated a powerful undercover campaign 
against Jews, accusing them of welcoming the a1 my of occupation, 
while hushing up demonstrations of sympathy shown to the Soviet 
troops on the part of the Latvian and Russian populatio~~ 

The Ulmanis regime had left only the remnants of Jewish col-
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lective and cultural life. With the coming of the Soviets, radical 
changes were introduced for Jews along with other groups. Al
though Jews received full equality of rights as Soviet citizens, a 
ban was placed on all independent Jewish organizations, Zionism 
was outlawed, the Jewish press was subjected to rigid censorship, 
and Hebrew education was forbidden. Cultural self-determination 
lost its flavor with the Sovietization of the few Jewish schools, and 
an exodus to Russian schools began. 

On July 12, 1940, Der Kamf, a Yiddish pro-Communist news
paper, which replaced the Orthod~x daily Haynt, made its debut 
with a campaign against Zionist and Orthodox Jews. A number of 
Zionists and members of the Agudath Israel were arrested in Riga 
on the charge of having supported a reactionary policy under the 
previous regime. Social Democrats and Bundists were also arrested 
or deported. Jews were employed in the lower stratum of adminis
trative personnel, especially in nationalized plants and factories. 
In towns with a Jewish majority or considerable minority, Jews 
were represented in the local municipalities and town councils. 

As a result of Soviet economic policy the social structure of the 
Jews in Latvia was drastically changed. According to Shatz-Anin, 

• 

a leading Communist in Latvia, more than half of the Jewish 
population was expected to make a complete change in occupa
tion. He claimed that some would have to tum to agriculture, but 
as there was little available free soil in Latvia, part of the Jewish 
population was expected to migrate to the Russian interior. 

During the period of Soviet occupation Uune, 1940-July, 1941), 
34,250 Latvian citizens were deported or fled into the interior of 
the Soviet Union. Altogether some 15,000 Latvian Jews now 
live in remote areas of Siberia and Uzbekistan under primitive 
conditions. 

IV. German Occupa.tion 

Since the occupation of Latvia by Germany in July 1941, all 
regular channels of info1·mation have been cut off. During the four 
days of chaos between the withdrawal of the Red Army and the 
arrival of German troops, the Latvian Radical Nationalists ruled 
the streets. Systematic pogroms were staged throughout the coun-

• 
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t1·y .. .\cco1·di11g to p1·ivate. advices 1·eaching the United States, from 
20,000 to 25,000 Jews we1·e slain. The greatest murder of victims 
were in Riga, Mitau, Bauske, Dvinsk, and Kraslava. 

· There are indications that certain Latvian fighting units joined 
tl1e German a1·my and that local police units were compelled to 
collabo1·ate in the pogroms. With the cooperation of certain groups 
of the Latvian intelligentsia, the Gennans established a shadow 
government cal~ed the Generaldirektorium under the leadership 
of General· Oscar Dankers. 

The surviving Jews of Latvi_a were concentrated in temporary 
gl1ettos in Mitau, Libau, Riga and the Latgale province bordering 
on Russia. In Riga, where a large portion of the Jewish population 
r·esided (43,000 before the war), the ghetto established at the end 
of August 1941, was situated in a suburb without hygienic facili
ties and surrounded by barbed wi1·e. A Jewish Committee, organ
ized on German orde1-s to assist in tl1e establishment of the ghetto, 
included Dr. R. Blu1nenfeld, former director of the Health De
partment of Riga. It soon developed into the familiar Gestapo
directed ]udenrat. 

During tl1e first days of Octobe1·, 1941, Jews were forced to leave 
their hon1es on two hours' notice and were driven into the ghetto. 
Tl1e police officials decided which belongings the victims could 
take with them; and in this process looting was widespread. In 
tl1e ghetto itself, all was confusion, and many were forced to camp 
unsheltered in backyards. On October 25th, the ghetto was shut 
off from the outside world. The Council had found it necessary to 
reduce the space allowed to each person from five to three square 
meters. Rations for inmates were fixed as follows: 120 grams of 
butter per week, 300 grams of bread per day, 175 grams of meat 
per week, available at the 17 food stores which served the entire 
ghetto. Very soon, however, these rations were drastically reduced. 
The bread allotment, for example, was decreased from 300 to 150 
and later to 100 grams per day. Finally a desperate food shortage 
developed, and Jews traded thei1· last belongings in return for a 
piece of bread. 

Despite the establishment of ghettos, the Gerxnans continued 
to make use of Jewish technical experts and physicians. According 
to a Stockholm report of October 9, 1941, all Jewish doctors and 
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<.lentists i11 the Baltic countries were ordered to register for service 
on the Soviet-Geiman front, to treat wounded German soldiers . 
. l\ later dispatch gave further substantiation: Jews employed in 
variotts commercial and industrial enterprises in Latvia were not 
to receive their wages directly from their employers, but were to 
be paid tl1rough the German District Commissar. 

In the spring of 1942, however, Heinrich Himmler issued in
structions for the ''reduction·· of the Jewish population of the 

I 

Baltic area. Indicative of what was to come, a certain part of the 
Riga Ghetto had been ordered cleared of its inhabitants in Novem
ber 1941. All Jews who had been living in this zone were to be 
transferred to the other section. The area thus cleared was again 
separated by a fe11ce and was named the small ghetto. Thereafter 
it was to house all men working for the Gerxnans outside the 
ghetto. (They had conscripted all able-bodied men between 18 
and 60.) The wives and families of these men were to remain 
within the original ghetto. 

According to a report transmitted through the State Depart
ment, on the night of November 30th all people living in the large 
ghett9, about 8,000 in number, were a,sembled, with their per
sonal effects. They stood the whole night without shelter. In the 
early hours of the morning of December 1st, they were led away 
by Latvian auxiliary police, under German supervision, to the 
woods of Bickern and Zarnikau where all 8,000 were shot. 

On December 7, 1941, the report continues, an order was issued 
that all women were to be in their homes by 7 o'clock in the eve
ning. During the night of December 7th, the 16,000 people still in 
the old ghetto were assembled and taken away in the same manner 
as the victims a week earlier. According to. a statement of the com
mander of the Latvian ghetto guard, these 16,000 people were led 
to the woods, and after being ordered to undress, were mowed 
down by machine guns. The same informant does not know what 
happened from the end of December 1941, to June 1942. But in 
June 1942, he was again in Riga and reported that, by that time, 
there was no trace left of even the German Jews who had been 
deported to Riga. It would appear that all had perished, except 
those employed at forced labor, estimated at 15,000, who were still 
quartered in the hovels of the small ghetto of Riga . 

• 
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LITHUANIA 

I. Background 
• 

For over 600 years Jews have lived in Lithuania. They have 
seen a great empire buffeted by fate, reducd to a fraction of its 
fo11a1er size. Together with their fellow countrymen, whether under 
independence, union with Poland, or Russian domination and na
tional resurrection, they have remained faithful to their country. 
The shattering of the once great Lithuanian empire created an odd 
phenomenon. For the Jews there came into being a spiritual con
cept of Lithuania Lita endowed with far broader boundaries 
than the tiny state fashioned after the first W~rld War. Lita among 
the Jews encompasses not only Lithuania but most of White Russia 
as well, and those Jews living in this realm whose boundaries ate 
a thing of the spirit only, are known the world over as Litvaks. 
Their preoccupation w~th intellectual pursuits, and absence of 
religious fanaticism made of them lh;e enlightened vanguard of 
the Jewish people of Eastern Europe. 

In 1923·, there were approximately 150,000 Jews in the Lithu
anian republic, some 100,000 less than the census had been ex
pected to show. The majority of the Litvaks had remained in 
Poland and Russia although hundreds of thousands had emigrated 
to the United States, Palestine, South Africa, and Latvia. In South 
Africa, the Jewish community is practically a Litvak colony. 

The renaissance of the Lithuanian state, albeit with narrow 
frontiers, was the work of the Lithuanian national movement, 
which during the 1905 Russian Revolution put aside its hitherto 
purely cultural interests and emerged as a political power seeking 

• 
the attainment of local self-government for the Lithuanian te1·1i-
tories. This necessitated a fight for representation in the Imperial 
Duma, against the opposition of Russians and Poles. Significantly, 
the Jews from the beginning supported Lithuanian candidates and 
vice versa, a policy which was followed until the first World War. 
Jews also played an important part in the struggle to lift the ban 
on the use of the written Lithuanian language. 



When ind6pendent Lithuania was established, the only one of 
its minorities to give it wholehearted support was the Jewish one, 
which also identified itself with the aspirations of the Lithuanian 
people on the question. of Vilno and Memel. After Memel was 
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finally annexed by Lithuania, Jews were active in its industrial 
development, serving as a factor of unification in bringing to
gether the once Prussian with the fo11ner Russian parts of the 
country. 

On October 10, 1920, when a coup d'etat brought Vilno under 
the control of Polish General Zeligowski, Vilno Jewry boycotted 
his Parliament of ''Middle Lithuania." The attitude of the Vilno 

. Jews served to strengthen. Lithuania's claim to the district. 
· In October, 1920, when a parliamentary delegation toured 

the capitals of Europe in behalf of Lithuania's claims, one of its 
members was a Jew, as were members of earlier delegations to 
Versailles and Moscow. 

An organization of Jewish local communities was established 
by law on January 10, 1920. It had the right to levy taxes and was 
charged with keeping the books of civil status. On January 12th, 
at their first conference, the Jewish communities established a 
National Council of Lithuanian Jews which, although it had no 
official legal status, was to all intents and purposes recognized by 
the government. The Council was dissolved by the police on 
December 24, 1924, and less than a year later on March 31, 1925, 
the organized Jewish communities were also abolished. The books 
of civil status were turned over to the rabbis and the old Russian 
system of synagogue boards was reestablished. No official Jewish 
communities existed thereafter in Lithuania. The government con
tinued, however, to subsidize Jewish religious and social institu-

• t1ons. 
On May 12, 1922 Lithuania signed a Declaration of the Rights 

of Minorities, and the Lithuanian Constitutions of 1922 and 1928 
established broad principles of individual rights and autonomous 
organization for national minorities. Until September 1924 there 
was a Minister for Jewish Affairs in the Lithuanian Cabinet. The 
Jews had parliamentary representation in the Constituent Assem
bly and the first three Seimas, until after the putsch of December 
17, 1926 when the Parliament was dissolved. Lithuania re1nained 
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without a parliament from 1927 to 1936. In the Seimas of 1936. 
based on the ''one list'' system, neither the Jews, nor the major 
political parties were represented. Although the dissolution of 
the third Seimas 1uarked the end of official representation for 
Lithuanian Jewry, contact between the leaders of the .Jewish com
munity and the government was maintained. 

In the field of education Jews were able to preserve their rights 
for some time. The Minister of Education was in charge of minor
ity schools as well as those conducted in the Lithuanian language. 
The majority of the Jewish children attended elementary and 
secondary schools with Hebrew or Yiddish as the language of 
instruction, and the Lithuanian tongue as well as Lithuanian 
history and geography prominent subjects on the curriculum. 
There were no government-run Jewish secondary schools, and the _ 
number of Jewish children in Lithuanian schools, though tending 
to increase was very small. The only Russian secondary school was 
fast losing popularity and after 1933 the Ger1nan secondary school 
lost all its Jewish pupils. For the most part, secondary school edu
cation was obtained in the Hebrew and Yiddish schools which 
were subsidized, to an ever-smaller extent, by the government. 

Though not prescribed by law, there was a numerus clausus 
in fact in the medical school, and when admission to the bar was 
placed under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Justice instead of 
the Council of the Bar, legal education for Jews had little practical 
value. The virtual numerus nullus in the civil service accounted 
for the absence of Jews in engineering and other departments of 
the University. Jewish attendance in the University decreased 
from almost 40% to 16% in the period of 1922 to 1935. After 1935 
the decline was even more rapid. 

The feeling of insecurity as the result of shrinking opportuni
ties made for smaller families and for emigration. From 1923 to 
1939 the ,Jewish population dropped from 155,000 to 145,000 or 
from 7·5% to 6% of the total Lithuanian population. Between 
1929 and 1938, out of 34,413 emigrants,· 11,795 (35 percent) were 
Jewish. _ 

In the two decades of Lithuanian independence, though anti
semitism expressed itself in occasional instances of violence, it 
never seriously endangered the general position of the Jews. On 



the other hand, while the economic situation of Lithuanian Jewry 
was not as precarious as in other central and eastern European 
countries, it was no longer anchored in the knowledge of tomor
row's security. The older generation was sure enough for itself but 
could make no promises to,its children. The economic position of 
Lithuanian Jews was on the downward slope. 

When the republic was created, Jews led in both the export and 
import trades. By 1939 their control had dropped to 20% of the 
exports and 40% of the imports. In 1923 there were 2,160 Lithu
anian co1n1nercial enterprises as compared to 13,799 Jewish ones; 
in 1936 there were 10,200 Lithuanian enterprises and 12,000 
Jewish concerns. The beginning of the war saw a further reduction 
of Jewish business. These figures themselves, because they do not 
reveal aggregate income nor the nature of the Jewish ''enterprises'' 
in Lithuania, are not as impressive as they might seem on the sur
face. As a matter of fact, many Jewish shopkeepers earned so little 
that they had to depend largely upon relatives abroad for support. 

The decline of Jewish economic life was hastened by the Lithu
anization policy, which took the form of promoting cooperatives 
that were granted special taxation and credit privileges; and by 
the union of all private Lithuanian enterprises in the power- , 
ful national organization Verslas, with the slogan, ''Lithuania 
for Lithuanians." The government also created or promoted 
monopolies for the production, export and import of the essential 
co1n1uodities (meat and dairy products, fertilizer, flax, etc.) and 
this also adversely affected the Jews. Despite this, on the eve of the 
second World War the Jewish situation was still more or less toler
able. Because of the increased purchasing power of the peasantry 
and the raised standard of living of the entire population, Jewish 
businessmen and shopkeepers managed to get along. Turning 
from the fields which were closed to them, they created many small 
new enterprises, some of which, particularly the textile industry, 
soon expanded. For Jewish £aimers, artisans, workers and pro
fessionals, the situation remained fairly constant. Though the 
number of non-Jews continued to increase in these fields, the de
mand was also growing, and Jews were still able to .earn a liveli
~ood. In 1936, 37% (5,300) of the a·aft and industrial factories 
were run by Jews and 40% (17,700) of the Jews were gainfully em-

• 



ployed in these industries. 
When Memel was ceded to Ge11nany on March 19, 1939, 4,500 

Jews were left homeless and destitute. The destruction in a few 
short weeks of a prosperous Jewish community, served as fuel for 
those factions of Lithuanian society which were affected by the 
ill winds of Ge1many, Poland and Latvia and were anxious to see 
the Jews ousted. Indeed, during the six months preceding the war 
the pressure against Jews in economic life increased. At first the 
war spared Lithuania. Disrega1ding Berlin's hints, she did not 
attack Poland, and instead proclaimed her neutrality. Like her 
Baltic neighbors, Lithuania signed a treaty of mutual assistance 
with the Soviet Union, and in October 1939 received back the long 
contested city of Vilno and the Vilno region. In return, the Soviet 
Union was pe1·1nitted to establish military bases at strategic points 
in Lithuania. Meanwhile, thousands of refugees fleeing the flames 
of Poland turned to Lithuania. Among them were 15,000 Jews in
cluding the cream of Polish Jewry, and the entire Jewish popula
tion of Suwalki, driven from the city at the point of Ge11nan 
machine guns on a night in November 1939. The Lithuanian gov
ernment authorized adjacent townships to give them shelter. Again, 
as at the end of the last war, Lithuanian Jews were called upon to 
help save great numbers of the Jewish intelligentsia. 

The annexation of the Vilno district presented the Jewish 
population as well as the government with a difficult problem. 
During twenty years of separation many elements of disparity had 
developed, linguistic, political and psychological. Problems of 
nationality, education, and the readjustment of economic life, 
presented great difficulties. The government made the knowledge 
of the Lithuanian language compulsory, for both the Jewish and 
Polish elements, and embarked on a policy of Lithuanization. 
Before this process of absorbing the new community had advanced 
very far, all of Lithuania was absorbed by the Soviet Union. 

I I. Soviet Rule 
On May 28, 1940 came the Molotov note, presenting the Lithu

anian government with a new series of demands and on June 15th 
the country was occupied by the Red A1my. In July Lithuania was 
proclaimed a Soviet Republic, and was incorporated into the 
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U .S.S.R. While there was no thought of discrimination against 
Jews, this meant a complete change in the status of property. The 
bigger Jewish and non-Jewish private property, were expropriated 
and the enterprises nationalized. Furthermore the Jewish school 
system, along with the educational system of the Republic, was 
Sovietized according to the pattern of the U .S.S.R. schools. Com
munist dailie~ were established in Kaunas and Vilno. All religious 
observance ,vas discouraged. The number of positions lost by Jews 
cannot be estimated precisely. Part of those dispossessed may have 
found jobs in the economic branches of the government service. 
Two Jews were members of the first Soviet Cabinet. Of the 85 
members of the Seimas 5 were Jews. In the municipal 'councils as 
in the civil service, Jewish participation was slight, because the 
number of local Jewish Communists was insignificant. Some lead
ing members of the Jewish Community were imprisoned along with 
a number of prominent Lithuanian public figures. . 

A by-product of the period of Soviet rule was a deterioration in 
relations between Lithuanians and Jews. Fascists, both of the 
Get man and Lithuanian brand, used the weapon of anti-Semitism 
for all it was worth, representing Soviet occupation as the outcome 
of a ''J udeo-Bolshevist'' conspiracy. In the year that elapsed be
tween Soviet occupation and German invasion Berlin \\l'as a hotbed 
of Lithuanian anti-Soviet plotting and a Fascist Free Corps was 

• 

organized inside Lithuania under the very nose of the Soviet 
officials. Ten days before the outbreak of hostilities, mass arrests 
and deportations took place in Lithuania. Some 4,000 to 5,000 Jews 
along with at least 18,246 Lithuanians were deported to the Soviet 
Union. In the first days of Russo-German hostilities, several hun
dred others were evacuated together with Soviet officials. A few 
thousand fled. About 5,000 Polish-Jewish refugees had succeeded 
earlier in leaving for the United States, Palestine and Sh_anghai. 
The German advance in the Baltic area was so swift that there was 
no time for any substantial exodus of refugees to the Russian 
• • 1nter1or. 

Only a small part of the Jewish evacuees enjoy freedom of 
movement in the Soviet Union. The majority live in forced resi
dence in Asia, mainly in the distant regions of Altai and Uzbekis
tan. Many were confined in concentration camps. But the vast 
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majority of Lithuania·s Jews were trapped on the spot when the 
Get 11aan ar,ny came. They were the first victians of both the Ger· 
mans and the Lithuanian fascists, who at once killed many thou
sands, and pillaged such property as they still owned. 

Ill. German Occupation 
' 

From the fragmentary info1mation in the loail Geranan or 
' 

Ge11nan-controlled press, it appears that the greatest part of the 
Jewish population was concentrated in the ghettos of Kaunas, 
Vilno and Siauliai. As late as February 1942, however, there were 
still about 3,000 Jews living· in small towns in the Paneviezys 
district. · 

The first order for the Baltic iss,ued by Reichskommissar 
Heinrich Lohse was directed against the Jews. It directed them 
to wear the Star of David, forbade them to use sidewalks, benches 
or communication facilities. By October 1941, Jews were interned 
in closely guarded ghettos which were surrounded by barbed wire. 
Any one who attempted to communicate with the Jews through 
the barbed wire was instantly shot. There were cases of Lithuanians 
smuggling food into the ghetto. But after eight persons were exe
cuted, no one would take the risk any longer. In January 1942, 
of Vilno's two ghettos, the one on Dominican and German Streets 
was liquidated, while the ghetto of Viliampole near Kaunas was 
reduced. The Kauener Zeitung of May 5, 1942 stated that ••many 
streets are now again free for the non-Jewish population." It ex
plained that the reduction in the size of the ghetto was not due 
to the drop in the number of inmates but because their living 
space had been reduced. 

The usual Jewish Council functions in the Kaunas ghetto. It is 
headed by Kopelmanas and Chazan. The chief of the Viliampole 
ghetto in Kaunas, Obersturmfuehrer Jordan of Danzig was re
moved from his position and received a severe sentence for ac
cepting bribes. His successor Koslowsky, also of Danzig, was as
sisted by a Lithuanian named Kacinskas. 

Apparently for a time there was an 'exchange' of inmates be
tween the Vilno and Kaunas ghettos. This was given as the reason 

' for the sudden disappearance of ghetto inmates. But soon evacua-
tion for 'exchange' was to serve as the camouflage for massaae. 



Although the majority of the inmates of the ghettos were organized 
into labor gangs for work on road repairs Jewish specialists were 
hired by private enterprises for a time. From January 1942, Jews 
could no longer be employed as specialists unless a special per1nit 
was issued by the labor office. Persons so engaged were not paid 
directly; tl)e remuneration had to pass through the German labor 
office. The exclusion of Jews from commerce was intimated by an 
item in the controlled press which announced that special training . 
cou1"SeS would be given for Lithuanian salesmen, because of the 
shortage of persons with business experience. 

The problem of restoring private property nationalized by the 
Soviet regime was one of the stumbling blocks of coll~boration 
between the Ge11nans and certain Lithuanian groups. The issue 
of Jewish property, however, was solved by the Ge11nans in the 
usual way. All that remained of Jewish property, or had belonged 
to Jews before nationalization, had to be registered by August 9, 
1941. On October 13th, Lohse issued an ordinance expropriating 
such holdings. The confiscated assets were to be reserved for Ger
man merchants from East Prussia. But in the second half of 1942, 
when groups of Lithuanian Germans returned to the country, the 
Jewish property was promised to them. 

The Get man confiscation of Jewish property for thei~ own pur
poses produced a serious conflict with the first Lithuanian Beirat 
in.October 1941. Three members resigned {n protest, disappointed 
that the Jewish-owned enterprises had not been handed over to 
Lithuanians. Under the confiscation edicts, Jews were pe11nitted to 
keep only those household belongings that were urgently necessary 

· for personal use, and no more than 1·00 marks in cash and securi
ties. What happened to Jewish bank deposits and valuables in 
vaults is not known, beyond the fact that Yurgutis, a member of 
the Beirat, refused to tum the1n over to the Gestapo. 

As some people had apparently ''expropriated'' Jewish property 
for themselves, Reichskommissar Lohse issued a special order, fol
lowed by ordinances of the local commissars, providing that all 
Jewish-owned property taken over or mortgaged after June 20, 

' 

1941, had to be re-registered. The public was warned that persons 
keeping unregistered Jewish property were subject to severe penal
ties, even death. That this was no idle threat was proved on 



October 13, 1941, when a Lithuanian who failed to comply with 
the Ge11nan edict was publicly hanged in the Cathedral Square in 
Vilno. Subsequently the deadline for registration was extended to 
November 30, 1941. 

All Jewish lawyers were disbarred and Jewish physicians denied 
the right to practice. They had to obtain special certificates even 
to treat Jewish patients only. Books by Jewish authors were re
moved from the libraries in Kaunas. An ordinance in November 
1 SH 1, on the organization of German courts in Lithuania, denied 
the Jews the right to appeal against Getman verdicts. 

The collabOJationist Lithuanian Directorate, headed by Gen
eral Kubiliunas faithfully follows the Ger1nan anti-Semitic line. 
General Kubiliunas took the occasion of Kommissar Lohse's first 
reception to express thanks to Hitler for freeing Lithuartia from 
the Jews and the Bolshevik terror. In November 1941, he ordered 
the establishment of a bureau for ''research on the struggle of the 
Lithuanian nation against the perils of Judaism and Bolshevism." 
The office is directed by a journalist, Juosas Senkus, who has two 
assistants, Anatanas Bauza and Aleksandras Merkelis. They adver
tised for three Lithuanian experts with a knowledge of Hebrew 
and Yiddish. The actions of Lithuanian collaborationists with 
regard to the Jews and Poles were publicly condemned by Bishop 
Brizgys. 
· Since May 1942, there has been little mention of Jews in the 
local press, but one of the last brief items to appear spoke volumes. 
Listing the rations for the Lithuanian population, it concluded 
tersely with: ''Jews receive half." As elsewhere in occupied Europe 
rations for·J ews are at the starvation level. . 

A March 1943 decree on total mobilization in Lithuania stated 
that separate regulations would be issued for Jews, thus implying 
that there were still Jews in the country. However, according to a 
late report from Sweden, Jews who had previously been publicly 
employed in the most filthy menial work were no longer to be seen. 
Those who still survive are forced to work for Get man defense. 

Last May, the world was shocked by info1mation reaching Stock-
• holm to the effect that 60,000 Jews were killed in Vilno. \Vhile it 

was impossible to obtain clear cut confi1mation of this figure, the 
Geneva office of the World Jewish Congress heard that in June 
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1942, there were only 10,000 left of the 40,000 Jews in Vilno. In 
the spring of 1943, a Get 1nan paper admitted the ''evacuation'' of 
the Je~ish ghetto in Vilno. The same frightful reports come from 
Kaunas, where there is said to be a .Yemichtungsstelle (exter
mination center} , in which Jews deported from Central and West
etn Europe are methodically murdered. A recent Stockholm report 
claimed that there re1nained by this su101ner no more than 30,000 
Jews in Lithuania. 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 
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I 

SOVIET UNION (OCCUPIED) 

I. Uneaay Peace (August 23, 1939-June 22, 1941) 

Since the Revolution of March 1917, the Jews of Russia have 
en joyed the status of full equality granted by the Democratic 
Provisional Government. Under the Soviet regime, this equality 
has become deeply rooted. Having adapted themselves to a con
siderable extent to the Soviet economy, Russian Jews were under
going a process of rapid assimilation in the interval between the 
two world wars. 

Until September 1939 and June 1940, when fo1n1er Polish and 
Rumanian areas as well as Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia were 
incorporated into the Soviet Union, there were 3,020,000 Jews in 
Russia. The newly acquired territories, which were soon to be 
occupied by the Geiman and Rumanian a1mies, increased the 
number of Jews by 1,950,000, thus making a total of nearly 5,000,-

• 

ooo Jews living under the Soviet flag. 
The Non-Aggression· Pact concluded between the Third Reich 

and the Soviet Union on August 23, 1939, caused grave concern 
for the future of Soviet Jewry. However, no change occurred in 
the policy of the Soviet Union towards its Jewish citizens. 
Throughout Russia's months of peace with the Reich, the legal 
status of the Jewish population remained undisturbed. 

On the other hand, the Soviet Jewish press was forced to 
follow the ''general line'' laid down by the Kremlin for that 
period. It had to carry Hitler's speeches, but was not permitted 
to comment on the Nazi persecution of the Jews. Nor was any 
Jewish newspaper perrnitted to discuss the situation of the great 
mass of Jewish refugees who streamed froip German-conquered 
Poland into the U .S.S.R. When the Eastern Polish provinces, the 
Baltic States, Bessarabia, and Northern Bukovina were about to 
be annexed, there were few Jews among the delegations sent to 
~fosco,v to ask fo1· admission into the Soviet Union .. ..\s a matte1 



• 

of fact, there was only one Jew in the Ukrainian delegation of 43 
members and one Jew in the White Russian delegation of 40 mem
bers. Likewise, the Bessarabian-Bukovinian delegation of 32 mem
bers included only two Jews, despite the large Jewish population in 
the area. At the meetings of the Supreme Council of the U.S.S.R. 
on November 1, 1939, in which the incorporation of the new 
Republics into the Soviet Union was voted, speeches were de
livered in Ukrainian, White Russian · and Polish, but there was 
not a single Jew among the speakers. The same wa$ true at the 
meeting of the Supreme Council of August 14, 1940, when the 
admission of both Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina was on the 
agenda. Nor were there Jews in the delegations of the ''Peoples'' 
Assemblies'' of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Changes were also 
made in the personnel of the Foreign Office and the Foreign Trade 
Commissariat du1·ing the period of Soviet-German peace, presum
ably because Hitler's political and commercial representatives in 
Moscow found it rather embarrassing to carry on negotiations 
with them. But this represented an outward aspect of the Soviet 
phase of unsuccessful appeasement, rather than a changed policy 
toward Soviet Jewry as such. , 

I I. Blitzkrieg and Evacuation 
When war came on June 22, 1941, the German armies swiftly 

, 

conquered the border provinces, which had one of the densest 
Jewish populations in Europe. Grodno was occupied on June 23rd, 
Brest-Litovsk the following day, and Minsk, Borisov, Bobruisk 
and Vitebsk fell in rapid succession. Simultaneously the former 
Baltic States were invaded. By the end of July, the Axis arroies 
were in possession of practically all the buffer territory of Eastern 
Poland, Bessarabia, and the Baltic. The farthest Ger111an ad
vances had penetrated 350 miles into the interior. By the end of 
October, 1941, 26.6 percent of European Russia, incuding all of 
White Russia and almost the entire Ukraine, was occupied by Axis 
troops. In this vast area was concentrated 40 percent of Russia's 
population and two-thirds, or over two million of its Jews. The 
1,907,951 Jews of the Ukraine and White Russia constituted 63.2 
percent of the entire Jewish population of the Soviet Union within 
the boundaries of 1939 (3,020,171). Jews constituted 4.9 percent 

• 
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of the total population of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic and 6.7 
percent of the White Russian population. 

The social structure of the 1,091,951 Jews in Axis-occupied_ 
territory was as follows: 

TABLE I 

Occupation Number Percentage 
lndust1·ial Workers .......................... . 701,140 S!·5 
Artisam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... 481,!Bo 2s.o 
Government employees and white collar workers .. 420,678 20.1 

Liberal professions ........................... . 28o,457 l!-4 
Fa1 mers ................................ · ..... . 146,5o6 7.0 
Unspecified • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 62,790 !-0 

2,og2,951 100.0 

What was the fate of this vast number of Russian Jews as the 
German horde spread over Russia? How many succeeded in flee
ing or were evacuated? How many were trapped by the swift 
advance of the Geiman armies? 

In October 1941, Nazi propaganda claimed that German 
troops had seized territory with a population of 75,000,000. Chief 
of the Soviet Inforination Bureau, S. A. Losovsky, flatly denying 
this, stated: 

''In fact, the Germans neve1· did occupy any territory with 
a population of 7 5,000,000. Well aware of the wolfish procliv
ities of the Nazi plunderers, ravishers and murderers, the mass 
of the Soviet population departed beforehand for the Eastern 
districts of the Soviet Union." 

Estimates of the number of the population evacuated ·from 
Axis-occupied Soviet areas vary greatly. In September 1942, Ed
ward G. Carter, President of the Russian War Relief, placed the 
figure at s7,ooo,ooo. Earlier, in November 1941, a writer in the 
Far Eastern Suroey spoke of 19,000,000 evacuees. There is no of
ficial Soviet data available on the subject. German sources have 
been more revealing in this respect. Dr. Rachner, Chief of the 
War Economy Department of the German Economic Adminis
tration of the East, declared in the official Reichsarbeitsblatt of 
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March 5, 1942, that the rural area of the German-occupied Soviet 
• • • 

territory ''retained its human stock." Assuming that the entire 
population of the occupied te1riiory was 75 million before· the· 
war starte,d, of which number 50 million ''may have belonged to 
the countryside'' thus leaving ''25 iniilion for the urban popula
tion,'' Rachner estimated that, on the average, half of the' popu
lation at most would have remained in the cities and towns. Ac
cordingly, 12,500,000 would be about the number who left occu
pied te11itory. This estimate would also coincide with the avail
able data concerning the difference between the population of 
several larger Soviet cities and towns before the war and after 

• occupation. 

TABLE II 

Population 
Prewar After 

City Population EvaciUJtion Source of Information 
' 

Kiev . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 846,195 504,570 Izvestia, October 14, 194·1 · 

Odessa ............ . 

Dniepropetrovsk ... . 
Kherson ........... . 

Nikolaev • • • • • • • • • • 

Mariupol • • • • • • • • • • 

'
,. . , 1nrutsa ........... . 

Smolensk .......... . 
Poltava ........... . 

• 

&4,000 soo,ooo 

500,611 
97,000 

167,000 100,000 

20,000 

Novoye Slovo, Berlin, 
July II, 1941 . 
Novoye Slovo, January 7, 1942 
Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung, 
July 10, 1941 
New York Herald Tribune, 
October 16, 1941 

Novoye Slovo, January 7, 1942 
Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung, 

· October 7, 1941 
Soviet War News, Sept. 7, 1942 

Koelnische Zeitung, June 6, 1945 

The Jews formed a considerable section of the evacuated 
people. In 1939, 85.5 percent of the Jewish population of the 
Ukraine and 87.8 percent in White Russia lived in the cities and 
towns. The Jews comprised 23.9 percent of the urban inhabitants 
in White Russia and 11.7 percent in the Ukraine. Because of their 
social structure, the number evacuated must have been consider-

• 

ably higher than their percentage in the population. All avail-
.able indications show that those who were evacuated or fled from 
the cities were mainly Soviet officials, workers and employees. 

I 



Out of the 2,092,000 Jews who lived in the Ge11oan-occupied 
Soviet territory, some 1,200,000 belonged to these categories. They 
were, accordingly, largely represented among those who left. The 
Soviet authorities also realized fully that the Jews were the most 

' 

seriously endangered part of the population. For this reason, 
despite the Ar1ny's urgent need for transportation, thousands of 
trains were provided for evaC\lation. Thus, not only were hun
dreds of thousands of human lives saved, but military highways 
were quickly cleared of millions of refugees. 

After the first Blitz period, particularly in the larger cities, 
there was time enough to evacuate the civilian population. The 
gates of Kiev, for instance, were reached by the Geiman a111aies 
on August 8, 1941, but the city was not taken until September 
20th; .Odessa was assaulted qn_ August 13th and occupied on 
October 16th; the Smolensk outskirts were reached on July 17th, 
but the city was not entirely in Ger1nan hands until August 13th. 
In each case there was a delay during which time it was possible 
to carry out the evacuation of civilians. 

In numerous cities and towns, particularly in the Ukraine 
and White Russia, Jews were among the first to be evacuated. A 
correspondent of the Budapest Pester Lloyd, who in the fall of 
1941 visited Baranowicze and Novograd-Volynsk, two towns which 
before the German invasion were largely inhabited by Jews, 
stated that go percent of the local inhabitants had escaped with 
the retreating Soviet forces. The German-controlled Ukrainian 
Krakivski Visti asserted that in October 1941 in Zhitomir, of a 
former Jewish population of 50,000, some 44,000 (88 percent) had 
gone with the Russian troops, and that a similar exodus of Jews had 
taken place in many other German-occupied towns of the Ukraine. 
In Kiev, practically the entire Jewish youth left the city together 
with the Soviet Army. Only elderly people remained behind. 
According to Kube, German General Commissar for White 
Russia, all but a few thousand of the 80,000 Jews in the Minsk 
area fled to the interior of Soviet Russia at the time of the Ger 1nan 
invasion. The Soviet authorities were also able to evacuate 76,000 
from the Vitebsk area. Particular care was given to the evacuation 
of Jewish collective agricultural settlements. It was reported that 
Jewish colonists in the Crimea were evacuated in sufficient time 
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to enable them to take along all of their cattle and far1ning 
i1nplements. 

Nevertheless, the assertion o( the Soviet Jewish writer, David 
Bergelson, that 8o percent of the Jews in German-held Soviet cities 
were evacuated in good time is considerably exaggerated. In many 
1nenaced regions the Soviets were unable to move out consider
able portions of the population. Despite Kµbe's statement, the 
V oelkischer Beobachter gloated that in the Minsk area many 
Jews had been unable to make good their escape with the retreat
ing Soviet troops. There were similar reports from numerous 
other places which had fallen early victims to the German inva
sion. In most cases, it was only the younger people who were able 
to escape. Older people who were more difficult to transplant, 
and those who would not be of use in defense work, or answer 
Soviet military needs, were usually left behind. 

It is difficult to ascertain how many Jews remained in the 
Geiman-occupied area of the Soviet Union proper. The per
centage of evacuated among the 2,093,000 Jews who lived in this 
area was higher than the general urban average of 50 percent, so 
that perhaps 60 to 70 percent of the Jews escaped. Even so, how
ever, no less than 650,000 to 850,000 Russian Jews remained 
trapped in the Axis-conquered regions. This number does not 
include Jews later deported into this region by the Germans and 
the Rumanians. 

Little accurate data is available on the resettlement of the 
evacuated Jews. The bits of info11nation that appear from time 
to time in Soviet and Jewish publications are contradictory. It is 
known that in the spring of 1942 a number of Jewish colonists 
from the Ukraine were established in the Saratov district on the 
Volga in .collective settlements of their own. Some of these new 
Jewish colonies, ironically enough, were created on land previ
ously held by the 400,000 Geiman inhabitants of the Volga Ger-. 
man Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic. By a Soviet decree 
of August 28, 1941, these Ger1nans had been removed to Asiatic 
regions beyond the Ural Mountains. Other thousands of Jews, 
among them many elderly people (the younger men were in 
the a1·my), evacuated from Vitebsk, Kiev, Riga, Nikolaev, 
Robruisk, have found employment in the Saratov district where, 



according to the Jewish anti-Fascist Committee in Kuibyshe,·, 
they work mainly in the factories, and textile mills which operate 
on a 24-hour basis. 

The majority of the Jews evacuated from the German-occu- , 
pied areas seem to be concentrated in the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
According to a report of April· 1942, this area 1'has become the 
new home of tens· of thousands of Jews evacuated from German
occupied areas and of thousands of Polish-Jewish refugees now en 
route from other regions." . 

Many thousands of Jewish families evacuated froni the Ukraine 
and the Minsk district were absorbed by the Ural Republic of 
Bashkir. Abdul Achmetoff, Bashkir Vice-Commissar for Agricul
ture, stated that ''masses of evacuated",}ews are engaged in helping 
the collective settlements throughout Bashkir, working in the 
fields side by side with Bashkirs, and doing excellent work." 

Despite the fact that the majority of able-bodied evacuees not 
in the Red A1111y have found employment, the general situation 
is very difficult. They have lost· most of what they possessed . 

• 

Families have been scattered, fathers, mothers, and children sep-
arated. Their new homes were usually many months' journey 
~way. After a seemingly endless trek without adequate food and 
clothing, they arrived at their destination only to find it over
crowded. Sufficient shelter was lacking, and the food shortage 
resulting fro1n wartime transportation difficulties made itself 
especially felt among the evacuees. Undernourishment and disease 
were widespread. Those who suffered most were the older people 
and the weak who could not work for a livelihood. 

III. The Germans Take Over 

The entire buffer and Soviet area occupied by the Axis armies 
. was divided into three sections: 

(1) Eastern Galicia (to the east of the River San) was, on 
August 1, 1941, incorporated into the Polish General Government. 

( 2) A part of the Southern Ukraine, from N ikolaev on the 
Black Sea along the Bug River via Vosnesensk...,.Konstantinovka- . 1 

Gaiyvoron and Bar to Mohilev on the Dniester with Odessa as the 
capital, was allotted to Romania as the province of Transnistria. 
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(!) The remaining region was, by Hitler's order of November 
17, 1941, placed under the Ministry for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories, with Alfred Rosenberg as Reich Minister. This vast 
area, reaching from the Baltic to the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azov, has been divided into two great districts: Ostland and the 
Ukraine. 

Ostland comprises Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and the White 
Russian Soviet Republic. It al~ includes small parts of the 
Ukraine: According to official German sources, Ostland comprises 
about 500,000 square kilometers with a population of about 18 
million. It is administered by the former Gauleiter of Schleswig
Holstein, Reich Commissar Heinrich Lohse. His headquarters 
are in Riga. Within Ostland, certain strategic areas are entirely 
under military rule. This is true of the territory around Smolensk 
and the Generalbezirk of White Russia. Erich Koch, former 

• 

Gauleiter of East Prussia, is the Reich Commissar for the Ukraine. 
Districts still under purely military administration include 
Chernigov and the Kharkov area. 

Despite much confused and misleading information concern
ing the Jews in the Axis-held Soviet area, it is clear that the Ger
man forces came armed with detailed instructions as to how ·the 
local civilian population was to be handled. In a note made public 
in Kuibyshev on January 7, 1942, Molotov stated: 

• 

''Irrefutable facts prove that the regime of plunder and 
bloody terrorism against the non-combatant population of 
occupied villages and towns represents a definite system, de
vised beforehand and encouraged by the Ger man Govern
ment and Ge1·n1an Command, who consciously let loose among 
the officers and soldiers of their army the basest beastial in
stincts, and that it is not a matter of excesses by isolated, un
disciplined military units nor by individual German officers 
and soldiers." 

• 

It need hardly be said that these planned e~cesses were particu
larly directed against the Jews. An article in the official German 
publication Die Deutsche Polizei spoke of Russian Jewry as ''a 
virus which can only be destroyed through extirpation." In the 
latter'part of 1941 the Gauleiter of Stettin told an assembly of 
the Hitler Youth that it was the duty of each member to· kill ''at 
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least one Jewish Bolshevik.'' This, he said, would make of a Hitler 
Youth a fit Geiman soldier. The Soviet press published excerpts 
from the diary of a Nazi prisoner in which he wrote that, in line 
with the ••wish of the Fuehrer," he had killed 250 Jews in Russia 
with his own hands. Lieutenant Paul Mildkraus, a prisoner of 
war, when asked what he knew of German massacres, replied as 
follows: 

''A,1 I know is that we consciously carried out the orders of 
our Fuehrer. ,.ve were preparing the ground for the rule of the 
Ger1nan Reich." · 

''But you killed innocent people." 
''We killed .Jews,'' Mildkraus replied . 

• 

The Ge11nan policy towards the Jews seemed to differ from 
one locality to another. Unlike other occupied countries, where . 
the elimination of the Jews was divided into distinct periods, 
beginning with legal restrictions, ghettoization, and forced labor; 
and climaxed by deportations and extermination, in Russia from 
the start these devices were interplayed. They varied according 
to district and often even to a single town. They were applied 
through various combinations and at different periods. The Ger
man anti-Jewish policy for t.he occupied Soviet territories lacked 
uniformity of design, but not of purpose,· and thus despite the 
apparent lack of system, its characteristic forms emerged. 

IV. Forced Labor 
Violating the age-old laws and customs of warfare, the Get 1nan 

Command made ''prisoners'' of practically all the male civilian 
population and, in many localities, of the women and children 
as well. In this manner hundreds of thousands of peaceful in
habitants became ••prisoners of war," interned in camps under 
inhuman conditions. They were subjected to forced labor under 
the so-called Todt system. They repaired roads, bridges, cleared 
rubble after air raids, erected new fortifications and did other 
heavy physical tasks. A huge camp for ••war prisoners'' was estab
lished near Minsk. There 100,000 persons were kept in the open 
and every day hundreds died of disease or torture. Other barbed 



wire camps, into which the internees were crowded like cattle, 
and where they were exposed to snow and storms without shelter 
or clothing, sprang up in Chemigov, Uman and other places. 

According to a report published in the Stockholm . press in 
October 1941, aboµt 200,000 Soviet Jewish citizens were drafted 
into forced labor battalio~, and set to work repairing the war 
damage in occupied Soviet te1ritory. Under. the supervision of 

\ 

Ge1 nian soldiers, who were quick to use their whips and rifles, 
the laborers worked seven days a week, 14 and 16 hours a day. 
Rations were scarcely sufficient to keep them alive. Despite the 
freezing weather, they were forced to sleep in . open fields or in 

• 

the forests. The dead were cremated and quickly replaced.· 
· Skilled workers, technicians and engineers toiled under the 

• 

same conditions as unskilled laborers. According to an eyewitness 
account published by the Flensburger Nachrichten, only in rare 
cases ''in the easternmost districts, where skilled artisans are 
scarce, were Jews permitted to work at their respective trades, 
producing goods needed by the German army." Some 150,000 

Jews captured in White Russia and the Vilno region were forced to 
work from sunrise to sunset on the rebuilding of the Vilno-Minsk 
railway, adjusting the tracks to the narrower Ger1nan gauge. 

How the starved laborers were treated may be seen in the fol
lowing public notice issued by the Ge1111an Commandant .of 
Kaluga, Major Portacius, on November 20, ,1941: 

''Citizens who are lazy at this work or tho\e who will not , 
work the prescribed number of hours will be sentenced to pay 
a fine in cash or subjected to corporal punishment and will 
not receive food assistance from the city." 

Doubtless, similar methods were applied in the Ukrainian 
and White Russian district,s, where almost the entire Jewish 
pop~lation was impressed into labor battalions . 

. On January 20, 1942, the Ge1mans published a decree regard
ing the treatment ~f Ostarbeiter. An order issued by the Command 
of the 3rd Group of the German Tank Corps, later found by Red 
Army Units, provided that the entire population of occupied 
regions was to be mobilized for forced labor and that such labor 
was to receive no pay. The order continued: 

• 
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''By unpaid labor the population will redeem its guilt for 
acts of sabotage already committed as well as for such acts of 
sabotage as may be committed in the future." 

. . 

In the rare cases when wages were paid, they amounted, ac
cording to the Soviet government, to half a mark a day and 
''existence at such rates of pay is tantamount to a slow death from 
starvation." On June 30th, the Verordnung ueber die Einsatz
bedingungen der Ostarbeiter appeared. By September 1942, 
Reich-Commissioner for the Ukraine, Koch, introduced compul
sory labor service for all able-bodied persons, to work on fa1 ins, the 
construction of roads, dams and locks, and the repairing of war 
damages. The period of service was to be fixed by the Get n1an 
Labor Office 1tnd wages were to be calculated ''according to the 
wage regulation in force." Those refusing to register were ar
rested as criminals and thrown into prisons and concentration 
camps. 

Documents of the Geiman Command which fell into the hands 
of the Red A1·my bear witness to the fact that the Geiman instruc
tions were to use the local population for particularly dangerous 
military work. An order-of-the-day dated October 11, 1941, issued 
by the 76th German Infantry Division, Article 6, said: 

''Prisoners of war and individuals from the local popula
tions should be used for work entailing danger to life." 

• 
In a diary found on a dead German sergeant, Erich Funk, the 

following entry appeared under June 13, 1942: 

''Jewish men and women who work in the town are driven 
in the evening to penal labor yards where they work from 
seven o'clock until midnight. They often receive severe flog
·gings and their hands are covered with bleeding wounds.'' 

Early. in 1942, the Moscow radio reported that the naked 
bodies. of hundreds of Jews who had died at forced labor were 
found in the territories re-occupied by Soviet troops during their 
successful winter offensive of 1941-1942. 

By the summer of 1942, the devastated and scorched earth areas 
along the shifting Russo-Get man front had become the destination 



' 

for tens of thousands of Jews deported from the ghettos of Poland 
and other Ge1 xoan-occupied countries, as weli as from the satellite 
states. 

At the end of 1942, some 10,000 Hungarian Jews were work
ing in labor battalions on the Soviet front. The presence of these 
Jewish forced labor battalions was officially confi1n1ed by the 
Soviet military authorities early in 1943. The Information Bul
letin issqed by the Soviet Embassy in Washington, reported on 
February 16, 1943: 

•• Among the crowds of Hungarian soldiers plodding· east
ward through the o n steppes of Voronezh, hoping to be 
taken prisoner5 and us saved from death by cold and hunger, 
go the most miserable men in the Axis a1 mies the Hungarian 
Jews mobilized for labor battalions. They were sent to the 
front to dig trenches under fire, in whatever they were wearing 
when seized, and many are in summer clothes or light coats. 
All were forced to wear the yellow arm band. Their food 
ration was only 250 grams of bread per day. Bullets, famine 

• and disease are rapidly decimating them." 

. 

According to an eyewitness who succeeded in escaping to 
Switzerland, the Jews brought to the Soviet-German front area 
were asked by the Geiman authorities whether they felt able to 
work. Those who declared that they could not were separated 
from the rest, and, according to info11nation received from a 
Getman officer, they were all put to death. The men fit for work 
were brought to a region not very far from the Stalingrad battle
line. There they were quartered in barracks and given overalls 
in the style and color of the Todt organization, but without the 
Swastika ringlet. Cots in the crowded barracks were arranged in 
tie~ of three. 

Ten hours a day the men carried heavy bags of cement weigh
ing more than a hundred pounds. Only one Sunday in five was a 
day of rest. Workers received one-half pound of bread per day, 
and in the morning a dark liquid sweetened with saccharine 
called coffee. At noon and in the evening they were given some 
hot soup. After a few days under these conditions many were 
unable to continue. Nevertheless, they were hard driven by the 
overseers and forced to complete their quota of work. Those who 

• 
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could not continue were put to death, according to the testimony 
of a Bavarian officer. 

J'. Ghetto, and E~termiriation 
• 

The number of Jews who have perished in the German-occupied 
area cannot be stated precisely. Figures published by the various 
newspapers and news agencies, as well as Soviet reports, are at 
wide variance with one another. German sources, usually so 
voluble on the activities of the New Order in the East, have 
remained strangely close-mouthed concerning the fate of Russian 
Jewry. . 

During the, first weeks of occupation,· the Germans followed 
no clear-cut plan of extermination. In Vitebsk, on July 13,· 1942, 
200 Jews were slain with the usual pretext; reprisals for guerrilla 
activities. A week later, 600 more Jews were massacred on the 
same ground. Slaughter on a large scale started several weeks later 
according to the Soviet report on the ''giant massacre of Vitebsk." 
Kuzma Chornych, noted White Russian novelist and playwright, 
reported that immediately after Minsk was occupied by the Ger
mans, between July 5th and 10th, a pogrom took place. It was 
carried out unofficially by the local ''criminals and riff-raff led 
by the Ger1nan soldiers .... Then for twelve days it was com-

• • 

paratively quiet. The Jews who had remained alive were com-
pelled to remove and bury their dead. . . ·. The next step was the 
registration of the survivors. After that the Ger1nans began to 
introduce a civil administration. Kube, the General Commissar 
for White Russia, came to Minsk." 

Kube immediately established a ghetto and introduced forced 
labor. A site was selected in the Storozhevsky district, fenced 
off with barbed wire, and the Jews were driven into it. They 
were forced to erect a brick wall and a high gate along Gorki 
Street. 

A year later, Russian guerrillas returning from the Minsk 
region, where they had operated in the rear of the Ger1nan armies, 
related a dramatic incident. In the manner of the Pharaohs of 
old, who had forced the Jews of Egypt to build pyramids without 
supplying them straw for bricks, the Ge1mans addressed the .Jews 
erecting the walls of tf:te ghetto as follows: 



• 

''We have no intention of furnishing you ,vith the mate
rials for the construction of the walls. We shall compel you 
to follow the example of your ancestors in Egypt by immuring 
your children if you get no other material." 

• 

The Jews were forced to wreck some of their own houses to 
secure sufficient material to build the walls: This ghetto existed 
only thr~e months. Each day thousands of its inhabitants were 
forced to clean up the debris left by bombardment. According 
to Kuzma Chornych, ''not more than half of those who left the 
ghetto in the morning returned at night." In the autumn of 1941, 
Kube ordered that the Jews be transferred to another ghetto 
in the Komamovsky district on the outskirts of the city. During 
this transfer ''several thousand people were killed," Chomych 
reported. , 

A Jewish ghetto was also established in the suburbs of Smo
lensk, near the cemetery. Soviet reports of November 1941 indi .. 
cate that thousands of women, left behind by the retreating 
population, were driven from the smaller towns into the barbed
wire ghettos of the larger cities. By day they cleared debris and 

' 

worked on the roads. They spent the night under rain and snow. 
A few days after the occupation of Kiev on September 22, 

1941, the Germans initiated the wholesale expulsion of the Jews. . 
As described by the German-controlled Ukrainian newspaper 

' . 

Krakivski Visti, all Jews, men, women, and children were taken 
from their homes and herded into barbed wire enclosures on the 
city's outskirts. Once there, they were separated into groups and 
sent on foot to an unknown destination. 

Molotov's note of January 7, 1942, on German atrocities in 
occupied Soviet territories, states that in Kiev: 

. ' 

''Within a few days the Germans killed and tortured to 
death 52,000 Ukrainians, Russians and Jews." 

• 

The same note described the Kiev massacre as follows: 

''A large number of Jews, including women and children 
of all ages, was gathered 1n the Jewish cemetery of Kiev. Before 
they were shot, all were stripped naked and beaten. The first 
persons selected for shooting were forced to lie face down a.t 
the bottom of a ditch and were shot with automatic rifles . 

• 

• 



Then the Ger1nans threw a little earth over them. The next 
group of people awaiting execution was forced to lie on top 
of them, and shot, and so on." · 

. 

When Kharkov, the third largest city of the Soviet Union, 
was taken on October 26, 1941, Count Helldorf, former Berlin 
police chief and organizer of the Berlin pogrom of Novembe1· 
10, 1938, was named Commissar. All Kharkov Jews were ordered 
to move within 24 hours into concentration camps in the out
skirts of the city. These camps consisted· of demolished and 
dilapidated buildings, without light or water. Half-dressed Jews 
were dragged from their homes and driven along the streets 
prodded by German whips and rifle butts. Old people and chil
dren, exhausted, fell and died on the road. Molotov's note of 

' 

April 26, 1942 estimates that 14,000· persons were slain during 
the first days following occupation. 

Several Soviet cities which normally had large Jewish popu
lations were soon without Jews. As early as September 29, 1941, 
the Krakivski Visti declared that the Germans had removed ""the 
last Jew'' from Kiev. In the spring of 1942, the same paper an
nounced that Kamenetz-Podolsk was judenrein. Of the 12,047 
remaining inhabitants, 10,561 were Ukrainians, 8o2 were Poles, 
and the rest Russians. Not a single Jew remained. In 1926 
Kamenetz-Podolsk had a Jewish population of 12,800. The same 
occurred in Odessa which, before the war, had 175,000 Jews. In 
other cities the Jewish population was drastically reduced. Ac
cording to the Russian Fascist N ovoye Slovo of Berlin, a census 
taken by the Ger111ans in May 1942 showed that of the 100,000 
Jews of Dniepropetrovsk, only 377 remained. In October 1941 
it was reported that of Zhitomir's former Jewish populatio_n of 
50,000 only six to seven thousand were left. 

The German extermination drive reached its full frenzy dur
ing the two great Soviet counter-offensives, when the Nazis were 
forced to evacuate many cities and towns. In the first counter
offensive, which began on December 6, 1941, and lasted until 
March 1942, the Russians regained over 100,000 square miles of 
territory. The Red Army penetrated into White Russia and ad
vanced to within 72 miles of the Polish border. Soviet troops 
recaptured Yeletz, Klin, Kalinin, Kaluga, Mozhaisk, on the Cen-
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-tral front, thus retaking all that the Gern1ans had seized during 
their September and_ October_ offensives_ .. In .the, Crimea, Theo
dosia, Mariupol and ~erch ·"\Vere reconquered; on the _Southern 
front, Lozovaya was taken and. Marshal Timoshenko's troops 
reached the suburbs of Kharkov. Until March 1942, the Germans 

• 

were in retreat everywhere. 
· The Ge1n1an army marked its three months' retreat by the 

systematic devastation and destruction of the evacuated local
ities, in accordance with the specific orders of the High Command. 
An order-of-the-day to the 512th German Infantry Regiment, 
found by the Soviet troops, stated: 

''The zone which, depending on circumstances, should be 
evacuated, must be a desert after tµe withdrawal of our troops. 
In places where full destruction is to be effected, all houses 
must be burned. Measures for the creation of a devastated 
zone should be prepared and carried out ruthlessly and in 
full." 

' 

In Berdichev, Zhitomir, Gomel, Mogilev, Minsk, Pskov, Orsha, 
Kremenchug, Nicolaev and other occupied cities, all Jews were 
evicted from their homes to make room for retreating German 
t1·oops falling back to their new winter line. Before their de
parture from a town the Ge11nans almost always executed a 
number of Jews on the charge that they had aided the advancing 
Russian forces by signaling valuable information. A warning 
was issued by the Ge1·man occupation command to the effect that 
ruthless reprisals were in store for all Jews who betrayed Quislings 
to the Soviet authorities. The warning alleged that in Theodosia, 
taken by the Germans on October 17th and recaptured by Soviet 
troops on December 30, 1941, the Jews had denounced local Nazi 
• 

. accomplices to the victorious Soviet military forces, and therefore . . 

the Jews in other occupied towns must be made to pay. When in 
May 1942 Theodosia was retaken by the Ger1nans, they massacred 
over a th9usand of its citizens, mothers with their babies, preg
nant women, old men, and youths. A large proportion of them 
were Jews. The official Soviet note which revealed the Theodosia 
massacre also reported that after the liberation of Kerch by Soviet 
forces on December 30, ·1941, ''there came to light the shocking 

• 



details of one of the most fiendish crimes that the German at-m) 
perpetrated on Soviet ter1 itory-the shooting of over 7 ,ooo civil· 
ians." The Ge1111an commandant's office posted an order directing 
all citizens to appear in the square. By this ruse the people were 
assembled. They were immediately seized, driven to the outskirts 
of the city and mowed down by machine guns. According to ~n 
eyewitness who succeeded in escaping, there were some 5,000 Jews 
among those exterminated. 

Before they retreated from Rostov, the Germans were reported 
to have murdered 600 Jews in the city and hundreds more in the 
surrounding towns. On one of the main thoroughfares of Rostov 
60 persons were shot. Molotov's note of January 12, 1942 empha
sized that ''even after they were driven from Rostov by Soviet 
troops on November 28, 1941, the German generals and officers 
publicly boasted that they would return for the specific purpose 
of taking a bloody revenge on Rostov civilians who had actively 
helped to oust them from the city." 

Later they kept this promise. 
Besides the Jews who died at the hands of the Germans in 

Rostov, thousands were sent behind the lines for forced labor. 
This form of abduction of peaceful citizens, which had been 
widely practised by the Ge1mans during the period of their ad
vance, now assumed an even more cruel aspect in places nearest 
the rear of the retreating German army. An order of the Ge11nan 

• 

High Command to the 37th Infantry Regiment dated December 
2, 1941, stated in paragraph 7 that: 

''Necessary harshness in the execution of this order is un
avoidable. From the moment the order for removal is made 
public to the population, strict vigilance must be exercised 
that no one shall leave the inhabited localities." , · 

• 

The abducted civilian population, including women and chil
dren, was forced while in transit to serve the retreating Ge11nan 
units. They cleared roads, carried shells, brought food to pillboxes 
and trenches under fire and perfo1111ed all other work ordered by 
their German supervisors. The pursuing Soviet troops found large, 
numbers of Jewish corpses all along the line of the German retreat. 
Reports received ·in Moscow from guerrilla fighters also revealed 

198 



.. 

• . 

countless atrocities committed by the retreating German troops 
against the Jewish population. · 

The second Russian offensive, in November 1942, forced the 
Axis troops to retreat on the entire front. This retreat, just as the 
one of December 1941-March 1942, was accompanied by the mass 
execution of Jews in the towns evacuated by the Wehrmacht. 
When the Germans evacuated Kislovodsk, they were reported to 
have murdered 3000 Jews.' About 1000 were machine-gunned near 
the slaughter house; the rest were killed near a glass (actory in 
the outskirts of the town. On February 22nd, the Moscow r~dio 
broadcast a letter from the people of liberated Rostov, describing 
some of the crimes perpetrated by the Germans during their occu
pation of the city: 

''Over 20,000 civilians of Rostov were tortured to death, 
burned, buried alive or otherwise slaughtered by the Germans. 
Thousands of Jews were butchered. Tr~inloads of civilians 
were sent to slave labor in Germany." 

According to Soviet estimates, 70,000 persons, among them a 
very high percentage of Jews, died of starvation and disease during 

, the sixteen months of the first German occupation of Kharkov. 
• • 

Executions accounted for 14,000 more. In one day alone 250 per-
sons were publicly hanged. 

Alf.red Halmut, a captured private of the 23rd German Tank 
Division, gave this testimony: 

''I myself saw how 13,000 Jews, old men, women aftd chil
dren, were herded together in the yard of the Kharkov tractor 
plant and were there mowed down by machine-gun and 
tommy-gun fire. When I asked why it was done, my officer said, 
'A Ge1·man soldier is not supposed to know the reason; the 
Fuehrer knows why'." 

Appalling details of the massacres have been reported in the 
Soviet and neutral press. In Minsk, Jews were compelled to dig 
their own graves and were buried alive. In Vitebsk, more tha11 
15,000 Jews were herded into a labor club, where they were kept 
without food behind barbed wire. Ger1nan photographers were 
sent to take pictures of the Jews as they died. In Smolensk Jewish 
women were violated and murdered. According to the diary found 

' 
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on the body of a dead Ger·rnan soldier, 715 Jews were shot in the 
White Russian town of Urechi on May 9th and another 40 on 
May 11, 1942. An entry in the diary read: 

''The young JewishJ girls pleaded: 'Don't kill us, we want to 
live.' Many of them did not want to be shot but jumped into 
the pit in front of them and were buried alive." 

''Twenty-five Jewish women were lashed to death by the Nazi 
police authorities in the village of Kharitonovsk, because, driven 
by hunger, they picked wild mushroorns without first securing 
permission," it was revealed in the Moscow press on the basis of 
reports brought by Russian guerrillas. In the village of Zaitsevo, 
guerrillas reported, the Nazis had killed all the Jews, burning 
forty of them alive. In other small villages in the Orlov district, 
Jews were also massacred, some were hanged, others shot or 
burned. ''In Starobin 700 Jews were crowded into a slaughter
house which had been drenched with kerosene and were burned 
alive,'' according to Pravda . 

• 

VI. Pillage 
• 

Field Marshal von Reichenau told the invading German aim)· 
that ''no historic or artistic values in the East possess any im
portance." Thus the German army was openly invited to commit 
acts of cultural vandalism, and throughout occupied Soviet terri
tories they destroyed everything from small club libraries, to price
less collections of manuscripts, books, bibliographic treasures, 
historical monuments and museums. They burned and looted 
hundreds of churches including irreplaceable monuments of 
church architecture. They destroyed all the monuments of Jewish 
culture; in Odessa it was the Jewish. museum dedicated to the 
memory of Mendele Mocher Sforim; in Kiev and Pereyaslav, the 
museum and library named in honor of Sholem Aleichem; in 
Zamostye they burned the manuscripts of J. L. Perez. 

German soldiers indiscriminately pillaged the population. 
Molotov's note of January 12, 1942, describes how German soldiers 
in Rostov ''ransacked all shops, stripped passe~-by in the streets 
of their clothing, footwear, watches and valuables, pillaged houses 
wholesale.'' . 
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A correspondent at the front related that, when on August 
13th, Smolensk fell to the Germans, and the entire population was 
ordered to assemble at a public place, the soldiers ransacked the 
empty houses. -

· This was in addition to the legal plundering which took the 
' 

usual for,n of confiscation. Russian troops seized an order of the 
Geiman commandant of the city of Staritza dated December 11, 

• 

194-1. It called upon the population to tum over all property under 
penalty of being shot, enumerating the following articles: ''cloth, 
underwear, bathrobes, furniture, clothing, boots, shoes, soap, iron 
pots, various instruments and all household and other materials." 

Among the first to suffer from this organized policy of pillage 
were the Jews. The economic situation of those who remained 
alive very soon became desperate. Molotov stated in his note of 
April 27, 1942, that ''in. the Ukraine and in White Russia the 
entire commercial network has been practically liquidated." 

The Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung of September 29, 1942, re
ported that ''in order to solve the war economic tasks, 4,000 
Ge11nan merchants have a11ived i:p the Ukraine, whose private 
initiative has greatly contributed to the success already achieved 
in decentralizing the £01·mer economy; these merchants are being 

• 

helped by 40,000 to 50,000 local inhabitants." 
It is needless to add that the Jews were not among the above 

mentioned thousands of ''local inhabitants," and were thus com
pletely ousted from commercial activity. In effect, Molotov's note 
stressed that these activities were very limited. For only once in a 

• 

great while were articles of· personal use, requisitioned from the 
local population, placed on the market: The few stores opened in 
Dniepropetrovsk, Kiev and Poltava, displayed signs ''For Germans 
Only.'' In Kiev, purchasing time for Jews at the food stores was 
limited to certain hours. 

There is little info11nation concerning the ''legal'' restrictions 
imposed on the Jews in the conquered Soviet districts. As early 
as October, 1941, when Kube decreed compulsory education 
for children from 7 to 14; he ordered the reopening of all except
ing the Jewish schools. In Kiev all Jews over six were forced to 
.wear a blue and'white a11nband, and a badge of the same design 
on their backs. They were forbidden to appear on the streets 

• 
• 
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between 5 P.M. and 7 A.M. In Minsk all Jewish children were 
barred from the schools. In Kiev all Jewish members. of the staff 
of the Ukrainian Academy of Science were removed, and soon 
thereafter all Jewish students-were barred from the Medical In
stitute. A decree of the Reich. Commissar for the Ukraine, dated 
July 11, 1942, introduced the Nuremberg laws for the entire terri
tory. Ma11·iages between Jews and Ukrainians were forbidden and 

. those which had taken plac~ prior to the German invasion were 
annulled. 

As for White Russia, ''legal'' confiscation was undertaken early. 
On October 13, 1941, a decree of the Reich Commissar regarding 
the disposition of Jewish property in Ostland provided for the 
wholesale confiscation of Jewish belongings including outstanding 
debts owed to Jews. I~ ordered the registration of all Jewish-owned 
property, including the assets of individuals or corporate bodies. 
It also applied to those who had come into the possession of Jewish 
property after confiscation, regardless of whether they were still · 
in possession of it. Directives issued in connection with these de
crees provided that any property acquired after June 20, 1941, was 
to be considered as an originally Jewish property unless proved 
otherwise. These decrees indicate the extent to which Jewish 
property had been looted by the local population after· the retreat 
of the Soviet troops. 

VII. Transnistria 

The fate of the Jewish population·in that part of the Southern 
Ukraine, with Odessa as center, which was taken over by the 
Rumanians, is as harrowing as anywhere in Axis-held Europe. 

Odessa was occupied by the Axis troops on October 16, 1941. 
Its pre-war Jewish population of 175,000 was probably increased 
during the weeks preceding occupation by the influx of refugees 
fro~ neighboring towns. On August 31st, six w~eks before the 
surrender of the city, Soviet reports asserted that women and chil
dren were being evacuated, and later a statement was issued to 
the effect that ''the entire population left-·Odessa prior to the city's 
occupation." The facts seem to contradict this stfltement. Ge1·man 
newspapers received in Geneva on October 26, t941, wrote that 
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''despite the occupation, Odessa's population is still offe1·ing serious 
resistance." It ascribed to the Jews.a leading role in this last stand 
''directed from the largest synagogue in Odessa which has been 
converted into headquarters of the defiant Russians ... All over 
Odessa Jews are still struggling with German-Rumanian forces." 

The Axis command claimed that the Jews in Odessa acted as 
snipers and committed deeds of s3l>otage. The Germans asserted 
that after the Rumanians had entered the city a Jewish woman was 
caught attempting to blow up the market hall. The newspaper 
Odesskaya Gazeta, edited by Arkady Grin_chenko and subsidized · 
by the German-Rumanian occupational forces, offered rewards of 
25 and 50 rubles to persons helping to trace ''Jewish agents of the. 
Soviet Government hidden in the city." -

On October 27, 1941, the Berlin correspondent of the Stock
holm Dagens Nyeter cabled his paper that the Axis planned to 
establish a ghetto in the vicinity of the Jewish cemetery ''in ~e
taliation for Jewish sabotage;'' that 12,000 Jews had already been 
sent to concentration camps, and that ''thousands of Jews were 
being added daily to this number." 

Jews were immediately set to demolishing sandbag barricade! 
, 

in the center of the city and destroying road blocks. All Odessa 
Jews were ordered to register. When 220 Rumanian soldiers were . 
killed by a delayed action bomb, thousand~ of Jews, men, women 
and children were, on October 23rd herded into military barracks 
and machine-gunned. The barracks were then set on fire and the 
survivors burned alive. According to an eyewitness, S. Klebanov, 
who had succeeded in fleeing to· the Soviet front, 25,000 Jews 
perished in the Odessa massacres. By the end of 1942 there was 
scarcely a Jew left in Odessa. The German Donauzeitung reported 
that of the population of 340,000 (before t~e war Odessa had 
604,000 inhabitants), more than half were Russians, ·one-eighth 
I 

were Ukrainians, one-eighth Rumanians, as well as 10,000 Ger-
mans, and , many Greeks, Tartars and others. Jews were not 
even mentioned. · 

But Odessa was only the capital of the part of the Ukraine 
which was proclaimed the Rumanian province of ''Transnistria'' 
(the land beyond the Dniester). At the outbreak of the war there 
were about 300,000 Jews, including some 55,000 farmers, living 
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in this zone. No precise figures a1·e available on the 11umbe1· suc
cessfully evacuated.befo.re· the Axis arll)jes env~loped the _territor}·· 
However, it is known that the local J~~ish population ~as swel_led 
by some 185,.000 Rumanian Jews .who had been deported to 
Transnistria in the fall of 1941. The Rumanian Government con
verted this ~ntire sector into a gigantic penal labor colony for ''all 
Jews from the battle zones of,. the Transnitrian front, as well as 
those who have been transferred to certain areas of concentration 
for similar reasons." The Inspector of Police of Transnistria de
cided upon the locality to which Jews were to be sent. They were 
to be quartered in homes vacated by Russian and Jewish refugees. 
No Jew was allowed to leave his forced residence without the per-

. mission of the prefect. Any Jew found in a place other than the 
one assigned to him was to be treated as a spy and put to death. 

By the middle of 1942, reports from Transnistria showed that 
death through starvation was taking a heavy toll among the in
terned Jews. The Rumanian command made no attempt to check 
the epidemics raging in Mohilev and in the Tiraspol section. 

YIII. Organized Hatred 
From the moment they crossed the fronti~rs .of Russia, the 

Ger1nans set in motion a gigantic propaganda machine for the 
purpose of inciting the Soviet population against the Jews. 
Through the radio, the films, the press, leaflets and other publica
tions, the Russians and Ukrainians were systematic~lly bombarded 
with pogrom propaganda. The Nazi-controlled Minsk Radio re
peatedly appealed to the Cossacks to capture and kill the Jews 
in the Caucasus. Russian and Ukrainian versions of such notorious 
anti-Semitic films as Jud Suess, Grenadierstrasse, and The Roth
schilds, were produced in Berlin for occupied territories. A ''vic
tory'' film on the invasion of Soviet Russia, showing the torture of 
the Jews in captured cities, explained that the victims were guilty 
of Communist sabotage and were only getting what.was coming 
to them. , 

By early summer of 1942, the propaganda department of 
Alfred Rosenberg's Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories 
was turning out 140 newspapers published in 9 languages in occu
pied Soviet districts. However, only 7 of these were printed in the 
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German language for the benefit of German troops and the local 
Yolksdeutsche. Of the rest, 60 were published in .Ukrainian, .18 in 
Ru~ian, 2.1 .in Lettish~. 1·5· in· Estonian~ .i 1 in· ·1..,ihuanian,. 6 iii 
White Russian~ and. one each in PolISli · and ·Tartar .. At ili.e same 
time, 50 more. newspapers were added t() this barrage of propa
ganda, according to. the Berlin N ovoye Slovo. 

Nazi-inspired ''ideological centers'' spout· forth a steady stream 
of anti-Jewish pamphlets and books. Two typical pamphlets en
titled The Jews and Bolshevism and Is This War a Patriotic War 
for the Peoples of Russia1 were published by Michael Ok tan, 
quisling editor of the Nazi-controlled Retch in Orel. In January, 
1942, it was reported that the son of the former liberal Czarist 
Minister Sviatopolk-Mirski, was touring occupied Soviet regions 
for the purpose of inciting the population against the Jews. 

During the Christmas season of 1941, the Nazis in the Ukraine 
and White Russia perhaps for the first time posed as ''avengers 
of Christianity." They displayed posters calling upon Christians 
to assist Germany in overthrowing the yoke of the Jews ''who 
crucified Ch~ist," and of the Jewish Bolsheviks ''who desecrated 
churches," i~ this way ''helping Hitler to rebuild in Russia all that 
the Jews had destroyed." 

The Russians were . told that the Reich had occupied their 
country ''only with a view of liberating them from Jewish rulers." 
In the Leningrad area the population was deluged with leaflets 
calling upon them to ''cease resistance to the German Army as only 
the Jews and the Bolsheviks want to continue the war." 

From Germany to the Ukraine came some 7 ,ooo young agri
cultural leaders (Landwirtschaftsfuehrer) to enlighten and in
struct the local population. Among the duties of these leaders as 
defined by the Deutsche Zeitung im Ostland of August 30, 1942, 
were to: 

'' ... initiate a wide propaganda movement and to this end 
use every possible means. Most important of all, he must 
awaken the Ukrainian peasant to the Jewish peril. He must 
show the peasant that every misfortune that has befallen his 
country is the result of the work of Jewish commissars." 

The newspaper urged.the instructors to read a new pamphlet 
Jews Behind the Words and Deeds of Stalin. It was to be translated 
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and distributed a111ong the peasants. They were to organize ''Jew
ish meetings'' each week so that 11the peasants would understand 
without any doubt how great the Jewish menace is." 

The Ukrainians were expected to act as Germany's lieutenants 
in the anti-Semitic ca1npaign. Der Stue,,,ier, in an article devoted 
to the Ukrainian people, not only included them in the 1'Nordic
Dinaric'' racial type, but gave them particular aedit for their 
anti-Semitic record. Der Stuermer enthusiastically recalled the 
slaughter of 400,000 Jews during the Chmelnicki upheaval in 1648 
and the 70,000 Jews killed by Petliura's forces and other Ukrainian 
bands in 1918 and 1919. The article concluded with the ••confident 
hope that the Ukrainians will again rise to the occasion and take 
vengeance on the Jews.'' 

A violent anti-Jewish campaign is being carried on incessantly 
by all 60 Ukrainian papers published in the German occupied 
Soviet Ukraine. Propaganda material is for the most part supplied 
by Berlin, and often papers such as the Uktainske Slovo reprint 
articles from Der Stuermer. 

The Ge1mans inaugurated 1942 with a broadcast urging the 
Ukrainians to avenge the death of. Petliura, who had been killed 
in Paris in 1926 by a Jew named Schwarzbard. Simultaneously a 
German-sponsored conference of for111er officers and men who over 
two decades before had fought in Petliura's pogrom bands was 
convened in Warsaw. At the conference, a pledge was made to 
assist Nazi Germany to destroy Soviet rule and the Jews in the 
Ukraine. Hetman Skoropadsky, Petliura's rival in 1918, toured the 
Ukraine and White Russia to rouse the people against. the Jews. 

Ukrainian prisoners of war taken on the Russian front were 
segregated into separate camps, were treated better than other 
prisoners, and nursed on carefully prepared anti-Russian and anti
Jewish lectures. They were given a Jew-baiting course and those 
willing to work for the Germans were promised high positions in 
the ''Nazi Ukraine." Large numbers of Berlin-trained Ukrainians 
swar1ned into the occupied regions together with Gern1an troops 
and the Gestapo. They are entrusted with the formation .of the 
local militia, and to their lot falls the task of arresting Jews on 
charges of assisting the Russians and their guerrilla fighters. 

The Germans tried to make grist for their propaganda mill out 
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of the fact that many Jews were fighting with the guel'J'illa units 
operating in the German rear. During the winter campaign of 
1941-1942 a Berlin broadcast complained of ''Jewish guerrilla 
units'' in the vicinity of Minsk who had attacked German soldiers. 
It went on to say that ''Jewish units from Biro-Bidjan and the 
Crimea ignore the rules of civilized warfare and kill wounded 
German soldiers.~' 

At first they also tried to make capital by pointing out the high 
percentage of Jews among the population evacuated from the 
occupied region. This propaganda failed, however, because large 
numbers of Jews could be seen fighting and working in the danger 
zones and actively participating in the guerrilla warfare. So Ger- , 
man propaganda turned turtle and now concentrated its efforts 
on defaming guerrilla warfare as a ''Jewish business." The Soviet 
War News published the following leaflet, written in bad Russian 
by the Ger rnan punitive detachment in the region of M: 

Order to Population 
• • 

I know the Bolshevik bandit guerrillas headed by Com
missar Jew G. operating in this region. Three days - come, 
plead guilty, otherwise will be shot as dogs. • 

O ber-Leutnant, 
Ewald.Spann. 

A similar appeal was published a year later by the SS and 
Pol,ice Fuehrers in the are~ of Volhynia, Podolia and Zhitomir. 
It called upon guerrilla fighters ''who joined bands_ under the 
pressure of elements standing behind guerrilla detachments, name
ly Jews, to discontinue the useless murderous practice of hinder
ing the peaceful work of the country's reconstruction." 

This propaganda also met with little success, for in the eyes 
of the Russian people the guerrilla fighters are held in the highest 
esteem a_s national heroes. It was again necessary to change the 
line of propaganda. The Germans were not at a loss. This time, 
though still attributing to Jews an important role in the partisan 
bands of occupied countries, particularly in Serbia, the Ukraine 
and White Russia, the Frankfurter Zeitung of May· 1942, insinu-

• 

ated that they do not usually take part in the actual dangerous 
fighting, but are mainly the ''strategists, political leaders, and or-
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ganizers of these treacherous attacks against Ge1111an militar)· 
transports.'' 

The Jewish civilian population in Gea man-occupied areas has 
been made to pay a high price for all guerrilla activities. The 
German Command sent to the occupation authorities in White 
Russia the following instructions: 

''Any hostile conduct on the part of the population toward 
the German at toed forces and their organizations is punishable 
by death. Whoever harbors Red Army men or guerrillas, is to 
be punished by death. If the guerrilla is not found, hostages 
are to be taken from the population. These hostages must be 
hanged if the culprits or their accomplices are not surrendered 
within 24 hours.' · 

The Ge11nan military forces have systematically attributed 
almost every act of sabotage to Jews, seizing and killing thoU6clnds 
of them for allegedly helping or harboring guerrilla fighters. 

The Soviet' authorities and the press have fought against the 
Get 1nan attempts to implant racial hatred in the population. As 
early as October 1941, Pravda wrote: · 

' 

''Fascist agents are trying to spread every sort of lie and to 
create race conflicts by poisoning the air with the vilest radio 
inventions and by spreading leaflets giving faked documents 
and pictures.'' 

When Nazi fliers dropped pogrom-inciting leaflets over Lenin
grad the Soviet command issued a statement declaring that the 
Leningrad population had turned away in disgust at the .leaflets . 
At the same time it praised the achievements of Jews in the a11ny 
and industry, and cited the names of Jewish heroes on the battle
field and in the war industries . 

. 

In an order-of-the-day to the Red At my, on its 24th anniver-
sary, Stalin declared: 

''The Red Army is free of the feeling of racial hatred. It is 
free of such a 4egrading feeling because it has been brought 
up in the spirit of racial equality and respect for the rights of 
other people. Also one should not forget that in our country 
any manifestation of racial hatred is punished by law.'' 



In March 1942, when the Russian A11ny stood at the gates of 
Kharkov,. the Soviet authorities were -s~d .to have completed pre~ 
parations for the ar1est and..puniJhment of-~9se in the city_who 
,were responsible for the ca1npaign.of terror against the Jews _du~ 
ing the· months of Geiman occupation. The Moscow radio in a 
broadcast to the Ge11nan troops, in. their own language, promised 
that they ··would be subjected to court martial. by Soviet military 
courts for the atrocities they had committed in Kharkov and other 
parts of the occupied Ukraine. Over Kharkov, leaflets were 
dropped urging the people ''to keep an eye on those responsible 
for the atrocities committed upon the population and to prevent 
their escape." . 

• 

IX. Soviet Jew, Fight Back 

The Russo-Geiman war broke the ring of isolation which had 
separated the Jews as well as the other peoples of the U.S.S.R. from 

' 

the western world since the Bols~evik revolution of 1917. For 24 
years the Jews of Russia had had little contact with their brethren , 
in Western Europe, the United States and Palestine. For almost a 
generation they had lost the thread of the cultural and political 
trends within the Jewish people. Divorced from their past and 
isolated from the present, they had begun to forget their heritage. 
But when the Geiman a11nies poured across the frontiers of the 
Soviet Union, the isolation of Soviet Jewry came to a dramatic 
end. Less than two months after the Gernaan invasion a group 
of outstanding Soviet Jewish writers, actors, scientists and soldiers . 
called upon the· Jews throughout the world to fight the Third 
Reich as ''the enemy of the Jewish people,'' reminding them that 
''the Hitlerites have put Jewish men and women to cruel deaths." 
This belated awakening of Soviet Jewry was greeted with sym
pathy by Jews throughout the world. 

The present stress on Jewish solidarity in the face of Hitlerite 
aggression does not represent an isolated move in Soviet policy. 
It finds its parallel in Alexei Tolstoy's appeal, in August 1941, for 
All-Slav unity against Nazi Germany. 

Despite the new policy, the attempts of various Jewish or
ganizations abroad to establish direct contact with Soviet Jewry 
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· have failed. In February 1943, it was announced that the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington had refused to allow even Jewish relief 
organizations to ~nter the Soviet Union. 

The war has also brought change in the religious life of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union. The traditional anti·religious policy 
has been somewhat modified and the sufferings of war have sent 
millions into churches, mosques and synagogues. During the Jew· 
ish High Holidays of 1941, the synagogues of Moscow, Leningrad 
and Kharkov were filled to capacity, not only with elderly people, 
but with fighting Jewish soldiers of the Red Army. During the 
feast of the 1942 Passover, large public seders were held in Russia 
for the first time since the October Revolution. . 

• 

Together with the revival of religious feeling, the Soviet gov· 
ernment has encouraged the evocation of national traditions and 
the ancient heroes of all its peoples. Such figures out of Russia's 
past as Alexander Nevski, Minin and Pozharski, have taken on 
renewed meaning in this war. Ancient Jewish heroes have also 
been resurrected. One such is Bar Kochba, champion of the Jewish 
people in their revolutionary war against Rome. The Jewish State 
Theatre of White Russia now playing in Southern Siberia opened 
its 1942 season with a play commemorating Bar Kochba's struggle 
against the Romans. The play is also being perforn1ed by the Kiev 
Jewish Theatre, now in Djambul and by the Biro.Bidjan State 
Theatre. . · 

A broadcast over Radio Moscow in the Polish language on 
December 20, 1941, which was repeated five times in Geiman the 
following day compared the successful Russian winter offensive 
to the miracle of the Maccabees. The broadcast taunted the Ger· 
man people with the reminder that the 134th German division of 
Nuremberg, birthplace of the Nazi racial laws, was wiped out 
during the week of Hanukkah when Jews celebrate the victory of 
the Macabbees over their ancient oppressors. 

But Soviet Jews have not contented themselves with the heroes 
of their past. They have been fighting valorously for two years in 
the ranks of the Red A1my. Early in 1942 the number of Jewish 
soldiers was estimated at 250,000; the mobilization of additional 
reserves probably raised this number to 400,000. During the first 
15 months of fighting 5,163 Jews were decorated for bravery in 
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battle; Jews are a]so active a1nong Soviet guerrilla detachments. 
Eleven Jewish guerrillas have won the order of Hero of the Soviet 
Union. The Soviet press is replete with accounts of heroic deeds 
by Jewish officers and soldiers. The Soviet Union, where so many 
divergent nationalities retain their identity, is the only allied 
power which does not hesitate to credit Jews as such for their 
military exploits. 
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NORWAY 

• • 
' 

In Oslo stands a statue of the celebrated Norwegian poet, 
Henrik Wergeland. The monument was erected in his honor by 
the Jews of Norway, for it was largely through Wergeland's efforts 
that in 1851 the constitution was amended and Jews were allowed 
to settle in the country. In 1897 there were only 300 Jews in 
Norway. At the start of the first World War, including newcomers 
from Poland and the Baltic countries, the Jewish population 
still did not exceed 2,000 of Norway's 2,goo,000 inhabitants. 

Anti-Semitism was practically non-existent, until Hitler's ad
vent to power bred a homespun Nazi movement called the Nas
jonal Samli1ig (National Union), and led by one Vidkun Quisling. 
In the Storting election of 1933 the National Union obtained 
only 2 percent of the votes. In local elections a year later it received 
more than 6 percent of the rural vote, but still could not muster 
3 percent of the city ballots. By 1937, when Norwegians had be-, 

come more familiar with the practical workings of Nazi rule in 
Gerrnany, the Nasjonal Samling vote was down to a microscopic 
0.15 percent and the party seemed to be extinct. But on April 9, 
1940, while German troops were landing at Oslo and von Ribben
trop announced that the Reich was assuming protection of the 
country, Vidkun Quisling was hastily summoned to assume the 
German-made mantle of Foerer of Norway. 

Persecution of the Jews commenced at once. Their radios were 
confiscated, they were forbidden to change their names to those of . 
Norwegian origin, and a comprehensive ank-Jewish program was 
prepared. The Quislingites~ however, had to face a difficult prob~ 
lem: 2,000 Jews were hardly a large enough target. Here the myth 
of ''spiritual Jews," adopted by Quisling back in 1933. proved 
very useful. It brought within shooting range not only ''racial'' 

· and half-Jews, but Freemasons, and the members of all other 
organizations whose outlook was incompatible with fascism. 
Speaking at the inauguration of the Institute for the Investigation 
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of the Jewish Problem in March 1941, Quisling said: 
• • • 

' 'It is not the number of ews which is of main importance 
for the Jewish problem in orway. Above all, the destructive 
ideas of the Jews had a fatal influence on the inner develop
ment in our country, since the Jews had secured ce~tain key 
positions and also found several very eager and willin Nor
wegian pupils. More than ten thousand Norwegians o great 
influence through Freemasonry became 'artificial Jews' 
(Kunstjoeder)." · 

It was hard to make people believe in the invisible Jewish pow
er over Norway. Anti-Jewish measures, however, continued along 
the usual path. On May 18, 1941, all Jewish emp~oyees were dis
missed from state and municipal inst~tutions. Ten days later an 
order was issued prohibiting Jews from leaving the country. On the 
other hand, a threatened strike by the members of the National 
Theatre and the Symphony Orchestra in Oslo resulted in the 
withdrawal of an order dismissing Jewish members. At the same 
time, the Chief Rabbi of Oslo was informed that henceforth anti
J ewish legislation wou~d be based on Nazi criteria. For the mo
ment, Jews were to retain their citizenship, but no new applica
tions would be accepted. An anti-Jewish Bureau was established 
in the Ministry of Propaganda. 

The familiar Nazi technique of confiscation was soon put into 
practice. In November 1941, the police were ordered to register 
all Jewish-owned property. Later the Racial Department (Rassen
kontor), headed by Fugelsand, completed the registration of all 
Jews, half-Jews and quarter-Jews, but the statistical results were 
not published. In January 1942, the Rassenkontor began to frame 
racial legislation. In February all Norwegian Jews were threatened 
with exile to a destination somewhere south of the equator. Dur
ing the same month came the first strong attack on the persecution 
of the Jews. The Bishops of Norway issued a circular letter de
nouncing the anti-Jewish policy of the Quisling regime as con
trary to the precepts of the Christian faith. Not only the Lutheran 
Church proper, but the Norwegian Free Church, the Methodist 
Mission Society, the Sunday School Society, the Christian Student 
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Society, the Christian Doctors Society, the Deveons Society and 
the Salvation Army, all joined in opposition to the puppet gov-
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ernment's policy. But the d1·ive continued. 
Beginning with March 1942, new identity cards and passports 

were stamped with the word ''Jew." In an edict prohibiting Jews 
to enter the country, Quisling's fictitious figure of 10,000 Jews 
was offi~ially accepted, with the statement that the decree was 
''necessitated by the fact that there are 10,000 Jews in Norway 
today as compared with 3,000 in 1930." Precisely one year later, 
the theory of ''artificial Jew'' se~ed as the basis for the dissolution 
of 50 non-Jewish organizations on the charge that they were ''in
fected with the Jewish spirit." 

In June 1942, all Jewish-owned -concerns were placed under 
commissars who were hand-picked from the ranks of the Hird, 
the Quisling Sto11n Troop organization. All Jews with Aryan
sounding surnames were ordered to change them. In the latter 
part of i.942, the position of the Jews rapidly deteriorated. The 
establishment of concentration camps inaugurated a period of 
increased economic pressure, terror, and deportation. On Septem
ber 16, 1942, ten prominent Jews, including Chief Rabbi Samuel, 
were arrested by the Gestapo on charges of espionage. In Oslo 
and other cities many Jews were arrested and their homes and 
property confiscated. 

The alleged killing by two Jews, William Sherman of Oslo 
and Herman Feldman of Trondjhem, of a frontier police officer 
on October 22, 1942, provided the excuse for intensified persecu
_ tion of the Jews. The slaying took place in a train near the Skje
berg station,. close to the Swedish border. On October 26, 1942, 

• 

a Quisling-signed decree ordered the confiscation of all Jewish-
owned property in Norway by the end of December. The follow
ing day, the party newspaper, Fritt Folk, in an editorial on the 
confiscation of Jewish-owned property, frankly admitted: 

''The murder of the Norwegian policeman committed by 
Jews may be considered as an outward occasion for the measure 
of ·confiscation now taken. But this measure should not- be 
regarded as a revenge for murder. After the positively hostile 
attitude adopted by Jews towards the New Order in Norway, 
the Jewish power must be broken. The measure would have 
come irrespective of the act which made an immediate inter-

. ference absolutely necessary." 
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Begipning with the last week of October and ending with the 
middle of November, more than 2,300· Jews, half-Jews and quarter
Jews over 15 years of age, and in Oslo 14-year-old boys as well, 
were arrested. A ghetio was established in N arvik for those con
demned to forced labor in the Arctic. Two other camps, in Toens- . 
berg ·and Bredtwedt, were to serve as temporary stations for those 
awaiting deportation to Poland and other unknown destinations. 
Most -0£ the internes in these two camps were women and chil
dren, dependents of the men who had already been deported . 

• 
Accounts of the terrible conditions in the camps circulated 
throughout Norway. Internees suffered acutely from frostbite and 
malnutrition. Although the camps are financed out of confiscated 
Jewish funds, the inmates had to pay for their board. Practically 
every Jewish male was arrested. Even the Jewish and half-Jewish 
professors of Oslo University were interned. In cases when the 
police were unable to find the parents, the children were seized 
as hostages. Despite the fact that the Norwegian press was for
bidden to mention the deportations, the news spread and demon
strations of protest took place. One of them was staged outside 
the ca1np in Toensberg. 1 

On December 12th and 13th, Fritt Folk published the names 
of 310 Jews whose entire property had been confiscated. On De
cember 26th the State Police closed the Nansen Office in Oslo, 
which had done a great deal to help Jewish refugees in Norway. 

The church continued its fight, despite Quislingite attacks 
and threats. Prayers and pastoral letters' glorifying the Jews were 
irately quoted by the pro-Nazi press. The church was warned that 
it would be considered and dealt with as an enemy of the state. 
Nevertheless, in a New Year's message for 1943, which was read 
from .the pulpits throughout the country, the Provisional Church 
Council boldly declared that it would continue to fight Nazism 
to the end. The Council called upon congregations to ''stand 
fi1m'' and urged prayers for imprisoned clergymen and for per
secuted Jews. In a protest addressed to Quisling, the Council 
wrote: • 

''By keeping silent while this legalized in justice against 
Jews continues, we ourselves become a responsible accessory . . ,, 
to 1ts continuance. 

- - . . . , 
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On January 25, 1943, a decree provided that apartments owned 
by Jews were to be taken over by the liquidation board in charge 
of confiscated Jewish property. Ironically enough. it 
known on that saaoe day that two high Quisling officials had 
embezzled confiscated funds. Five state policemen were also ar· 
1ested on charges of stealing articles from Jewish homes. In the 
beginning of February, six state police officers were a11ested for 
embezzlement or theft from confiscated estates. One of them had 
18,000 kronen on his person when apprehended. 

The present situation of the tragic remnants of Norwegian 
Jewry is not known. There may be some highly qualified experts 
for whom exceptions were made because of their usefulness . 
Among them is Professor V. Goldschmidt, world famous expert 
on mineralogy and geology, who was arrested but was subsequently 
released. 

By February 1948, according to Stockholm, only some 200 Jews 
remained in Norway as inmates of concentration camps. All were 
subjected to forced labor under te11 ible conditions. According to 
the Dagens Nyheter of February 26, 1948, there were only about 
50 Jews left in the country, most of whom were married to Aryan 
Norwegians. On March 12, 1948, it was reported that Norwegians 
who refused to divorce Jewish spouses would be subjected to all 
discriminatory laws applied to Jews, including the confiscation of 
property. During the same month, 500 Jewish deportees reached 
Silesia. On April 18, 1948, the Nazis and the Quisling ''author· 
ities'' "turned down an ofier by Prince Karl of Sweden, chai11a,an 
of the Swedish Red Cross, to provide haven for the few remaining 
~orwegian Jewish families. . 
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DENMARK • 

It is told that in the eighth century, the Chazars who had 
become converted to Judaism, left the shores of the Black Sea to 
,trade with the warriors of lands that are today Denmark, Norway 
and Sweden. There were no Jews in the Denmark of the Middle 
Ages, the first record of their appearance dating to the reign of 
Christian IV (1588-1648). In a letter of November 25, 1622, King 
Christian invited the Portuguese Jews of Amsterdam to settle in 
Glueckstadt, in the territory of.Schleswig-Holstein, and promised 
them religious freedom. During the 18th century, Ge11nan as well 
as Sephardic Jews began coming to Denmark. · 

On March 29, 1814, by Royal ordinance, Je-ws were granted 
full civil equality, and the Constitution of 1849 lifted from them 
all remaining restrictions. This Constitution incorporated civil 
and political rights for all persons regardless of religion into the 
fundamental laws of the land. · 

From 1860-1870 some 2,500 of Denmark's 6,000 Jews (exclud
ing those in Schleswig, the northern part of which did not revert 
back to Denmark until after World War I) lived in Copenhagen. 
The turn of the century saw their number in the country dwindle 

• 
to 3,476, but with immigration after World War I, their total 
again rose to some 6,000. By 1921 about 97 percent of the Jews 
lived in Copenhagen. 

Danish Jewry, particularly before the first World War, was 
becoming rapidly assimilated. Between 1goo and 1905 intermar
riages comprised nearly half (48.2%) of the total number of 
Jewish marriages. Jews were quite prominent in Danish public 
life, in science and in the arts. Trier was president of the Copen
hagen municipality ~and later was Chairman of Parli~ment. In 
1go9 Zolle was appointed Prime Minister. There was a notable 
list of Jewish professors, especially in the Copenhagen .medical 
school. Professors Salomonsson and Meyer were elected rectors of 
the University. Danish Jewry produced the great literary critic 
Georg Brandes (1842-1927). 



• 

• 

With its long tradition of fieedom and religious tolerance, 

• 

Denmark proved to be virtually immune to the virus of Nazism. 
The Germans invaded Denmark on April 9, 1940, but concluded 
an agreement not to meddle in Denmark's internal affairs. Thus, 
despite invasion, for 111al authority still remained in the hands 
of the Social Dell)ocratic Government, and Nazi-inspired laws of 
discrimination were not introduced. 

The Danish people, from palace to peasant, have systematically 
frustrated the anti-Jewish schemes of the Germans. After m9re 
than three years of occupation, the small pro-Nazi movement 
headed by Fritz Clausen has made little headway and the Ger
mans have found it impossible to impose anti-Jewish legislation 
on Denmark. • 

Though the Nazi-subsidized Faedrelandet declared that 
''racial'' ce·rtificates for use in commerce, travel and marriage would 
be issued, and in June 1941 a mass meeting of Clausen's followers 
heralded the appearance of a new anti-Semitic weekly, Danish 
authorities have kept Clausen's organization within bounds. 

The actions, resolute pride and moral dignity of 71-year-old 
King Christian in the face of Gerxnan occupation have become 
legendary. Repeatedly he has been able to check the Ge1mans 
and by holding them to the agreement of April 1940 under the 
threat of abdication, he has staved off some of the worst features 
of Nazi occupation. Of King Christian it is related that one day, 

• 
when the swastika was hoisted over the royal palace, he demanded 
its immediate removal. When the Ge11nan officer refused, the 
King threatened to send a soldier to remove it. The officer retorted 
that the soldier would be shot. ''I am the soldier," said King 
Christian, and the Ge11nan flag came down. 

The people, the church and the press have followed their 
ruler, and the Ge11nans have made little headway in their efforts 
to foist anti-Jewish propaganda to the Danes. The Skydebjerg
Aavup Church Gazette, comparing the present anti-Jewish drive 
to that of medieval times, wrote: 

''Our Danish minds will not let themselves become infected 
by this disease .... Anti-Jewish legislation is tantamount to 
lawlessness, and if we forsake justice, then we will be submitted 
to a degradation worse than war and suppression." 
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On September 3, 1942, the Senate of the University of Copen
hagen defied the Germans by nominating for the post of rector, -
Professor Niels Bohr, half-Jewish ,physicist and Nobel Prize win
ner. In that same month, in the town of Gjerlev, Danish youths 
thumbed their noses at the Germans by inviting Jewish students 
to the local student festival. Blue and white caps were worn for 
the ceremony and the students sang Hatikvah, the Jewish ant~em, 
to honor the Jewish national colors. 

Early in October 1942 the Danish Government rejected new 
• Ge1111an demands for anti-Jewish legislation. King Christian's 
gesture was typical. When he learned that anti-Jewish measures 
were threatened, he sent word to the Chief Rabbi that he would 
attend the Copenhagen synagogue. It was the time of the Jewish 
High Holidays. The king a1rived with his escort, in full dress 
unifo11n, and sat through the long services. The Ger1nans could 
but grind their teeth. 

It was reported that on December 18, 1942, Denmark's entire 
Jewish population, then more than 6,000 persons, requested King 
Christian to intern them in a Danish concentration camp to pre
vent possible deportation by the German military forces. King 
Christian refused, on the ground that the action would be incom
patible with Denmark's tra~ition of religious freedom. 

The success of the Danish struggle against Gern1an anti
semitism was evidenced by an article entitled The Jewish Ques
tion, which appeared in the Faedrelandet of December 9, 1942. In 
the past a staunch advocate of the Nuremberg laws for Denmark, 
the newspaper now hemmed and hawed, and concluded that 
extreme measures were unwise because the Jews would be looked 
upon as martyrs. 

On January 3, 1943, the Faedrelandet, commenting bitterly 
on the ''pro-Jewish attitude of the Danish church," complained 
that ''no other organizations fight with the same fanaticism for 
the liberty and peace of Jews." 

A leading Danish theologian, Dr. Eduard 0. Geisman of 
Copenhagen University, said on the occasion of the rousing Nazi 
defeat in the March 1943 elections: 

• 

''We condemn the tyrant_ who rules by blood and iron. 
Such tyrants will themselves perish by blood and iron. Only 
he who has God at heart is fit to rule." 
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The elections showed how little progress the Germans had 
made. About 95 percent of the population voted anti-Nazi; the 
Social Democrats elected 66 deputies, as compared to only three , 
seats for the Nazi Party; and, despite Ge1·man occupation, three 
Jews were elected to parliament. 

, 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 

- - . . . , 



• 

• 

• 

FINLAND 

A Russian imperial decree of March 29, 1858 granted to Jews, 
who we~ veteran Russian soldiers and sailors as well as their 
widows and descendants, the right of . permanent residence in 
Finland. At the time there was already a small Jewish population· 
in the country, despite the fact that a law of 1782, dating from 

. . 

Swedish rule, had prohibited pe1manent residence for Jews. In 
1894 the Finnish Diet petitioned the Emperor to confirm a Jaw 
granting to native and domiciled Jews the right of citizenship. 
By 1895 there were about 1,000 Jews in Finland, most of whom 
were descendants of the soldiers of Czar Nicholas I. · · 

On December 22, 1917 the parliament of independent Finland 
voted unanimously to annul all restrictions against Jews. Since 
then, nearly all the Jews residing in Finland have been Finnish 
citizens. In 1918 a Jewish high school was established in Helsinki 
and a journal in Swedish, ]udisk Kronika, appeared. 

By 1930, of a total population of about 3,500,000, only 1,765 
were Jews, and their number had not reached 2,000 when the 
Soviet-Finnish War began in 1939. 

During the first decades of the twentieth century a Jewish 
intelligentsia began to emerge. Jews who lived in Helsinki adapted 
themselves more closely to the Swedish environment and language, 
while those in Viborg (Viipuri) affiliated themselves with Finnish 
culture. About 97 percent of the Jews in Finland were occupied 
in industry and commerce. 

Finnish Jews proved their loyalty to their country. On January 
25, 1940, when an appeal to Jews in the United States for aid to 
fighting Finland was published, the· first signature was that of 
Santari Jacobsson, the Jewish mayor of Laodicala. It read: 

• 

''Finland has deserved it of us that we come to her aid in 
the hour of need. The Finnish Republic has, from the first, 
accorded to Jews full civil and political rights. Several of its 
government spokesmen have before now expressed their sym-
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. pathy with the upbuilding of a Jewish Palestine. The splendid 
stand on this question taken by the Finnish Foreign Minister 
Procope at the League of Nations meeting in 1929 is well 
known." , 

Many Jews were killed or wounded in action during the Russo
Finnish War. Some 280 Getman-Jewish refugees enlisted in the 
Finnish a1my. On April 8, 1940, it was reported that all Jews 
living in the area ceded to Russia, including about 30() in. Viipuri, 
chose to leave and suffer the loss of their property rather than 
give up their Finnish citizenship. 

In June 1941, Finland entered the war as an ally of Germany. 
Shortly afterwards, obviously under Ge11nan pressure, some 
mea1ures were taken against the Jews. Acco~ding to a Swedish 
report of July 7, 1941, the Finnish Ministry of War ordered all 
Jewish officers and soldiers to be placed on the inactive list. Later 
it was reported that the government, upon the insistence of the 
German military command, had secretly ordered Viipuri author
ities to bar Jews from returning to areas retaken from Russia . 

• 

Nevertheless, Get man pressure and propaganda via the 
Finnish pro-Nazi press did not have great influence on the bulk 
of the Finnish people. Iq. Helsinki, -on May 1, 1942, Finnish 
Socialists held protest meetings against local attempts to introduce 

• 

anti-Jewish legislation. In July 1942, when three pro-Nazi mem-
bers of the Helsinki Municipal Council proposed that Jewish 
shopkeepers be forced to display signs indicating that their stores 
were Jewish-owned, the proposal was immediately rejected by 
the rest of the Council. That same month a pro-Nazi newspaper 
was still vainly clamoring for racial legislation similar to that of 
Ge1·many. 

On December 5, 1942 Stockholm reported that the Finnish 
Minister of Social Affairs, Karl August Fagerholm, had resigned 
his post. Only two weeks before he had proclaimed Finland's de
votion to the ideals of democracy. And so when the cabinet decided 
to turn over to the Gestapo foreign Jews who were being held in 
the concentration camps of Hogland Island in the Gulf of Fin
land, Fagerholni resigned in protest. The Finnish people. stood 
behind him. A sto1·1n of indignation arose in 'the Finnish and 
Swedo-Finnish press. The Ministry of Interior was condemned 

224 

- - . . . , 



• 

, 

Jior having surrendered to Ger1nan pressure the right of asylum 
which Fi~land had alwa}'S honore~. · 

· On December 19, 1942, the following assurance was given by 
the Finnish charge d'affaires in the United States to Dr. Simon 
Federbush, for1oer Chief Rabbi of Helsinki: 

• 

''No change in the status of the Jews has taken place nor 
been contemplated since the iidoption of the present Con-

stitution in 1919." · 
• 

The proposed deportation of some 50 Jews by the Finnish 
police, acting under the advice of the Gestapo, caused a split in 
the Finnish Cabinet at the end of 1942. Although the majority 
was for the expulsion of the Jews, Field Marshal Mannerheim 
vetoed the idea. As a result, no new deportations from Finland 
have taken place. 

Public opinion has remained opposed to any new anti-Jewish 
measures. On December 12, 1942, the newspaper Vasabladet wrote 
sarcastically: 

''If our situation is so bad, even though we have been able 
to resist Russia and maintain our posi~ion, that we must be 
summoned by the New Europe to fight against these Jews, of 
whom many have fallen for the· country in the struggle against 
the hereditary enemy, there must be some deficiency in our 
self-reliance, which alone can sustain a nation fighting for its 

· very existence .... We ought instead to keep the banners of 
humanity flying.'' 

• 
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HOLLAND 

I. Heritage 
• 

When on May 10, 1940 the Ge1mans invaded Holland, they 
set about the destruction of a Jewish community that had, from 
its h.i.rth in the fourteenth century, enjoyed complete freedom. 
It was in Holland that the tortured Jews of Spain and Portugal 
had been able to find true haven and in their flowering gave 
birth to Baruch Spinoza, Uriel d'Acosta, and Menasse hen Israel. 
As far back as 1582, in accordance with the Union of Utrecht, 
Willia111 of Orange had guaranteed religious liberty to all citizens, 
a ple~ge which today has not been forgotten by the gallant Dutch 
people who, un.der the penalty of severe punishment, do all in 
their power to combat the persecution of the Jews. 

The first Geiman and Polish Jews ca1ne to Holland in the 
middle of the seventeenth century, by the end of which they had 
built large Jewish communities in Amsterdam, the Hague, Middle
burg and Rotterda1n. In 1796, inspired by the French Revolution, 
the National Convention announced that: 

''No Jews of the Batavian Republic shall ever be denied 
the rights and privileges of citizenship." 

In 1810 there were 21,454 Jews in Ams~rdarn alone. In 1930, 
the Jewish populaton of the country was 111,917 (1.4%),. with 
65,523 in Amsterdam constituting over 8 percent of the city's total 
population. During the years between 1933-1940 some 25,000 to 
30,000 refugees from Ge11nany, Austria and Czechoslovakia 
swelled these figures. In 1930, about 40% of the Jews were em
ployed in industry, 45% in commerce and 15% in miscellaneow 

• occupations. · 
In modern Holland the Jews occupied an important place in 

political, economic and cultural life. Complete equality of polit
ical rights brought a number of Jews to parlia1nent and impo1 tant 
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public office. To cite but one prominent example, Tobias M. C. 
Asser, the outstanding jurist, was a member of the Dutch Council 
of State (the highest administrative body of the nation) and 
Dutch delep.te to the Peace Conference. In the economic sphere,. 
they held a foremost position in ~e diamond industry, where 
some 80% of the employers and a majority of the workers were 
Jewish. Jews were also prominent in the cattle and tobacco trade. 
Jewish participation in building up Dutch finance and banking 
was marked ever since the 17th century. The banking fi1m of Lipp-
1nan, Rosenthal 8c Co. (later Aryanized by the Germans) was one 
of the most important in Holland. In the cultural field, there were 
many prominent Jewish figures to mention only the jurists 
Gacques Oppenheim, Edward M. Meyers), writers (Herman Hey
ermans, Israel Querido), artists (kaac Israels), actors (Esther de 
Baer van Rijh), and musicians. In Amsterda1n there were two 
great Jewish libraries, Bibliotheka Rosenthaliana and the Rivrara 
de Montesinos, while the Society. for Advancement of Je,vish 

• 

Studies made significant contributions to Jewish scholarship. 

II. The German Order 

Only a small number of Jews succeeded, on the eve of the Nazi 
invasion, in escaping to England and France. Those who remained 
behind were granted respite for a few short weeks. The Ge1·mans 
were then in_ a cajoling mood and carefully avoided stepping on 
Dutch toes. Nor did they choose to provoke the resentment of 
the Hollanders by the usual anti-Jewish campaign. Nevertheless, 
they failed miserably in their efforts to win over the people who 
have, from the very first day, conducted a strong and insistent 
underground fight against the Geiman aggressor. 

There were two negligible groups of home-grown Nazis in 
Holland ready to spread the plush carpet for Hitler on his arrival: 
the NSB (National Socialist Movement) headed by Alfred 
Mussert, and another faction led by Molenbroek and Nijsse, which 
rallied around the anti-Semitic weekly, De Misthoorn. The Ger
mans had occasion to be dissatisfied with M ussert and in their 
''Mitteilungen ueber die ]udenfrage'' of September 1, 1939 ac
cused him of being inclined to compromises. On the other hand, 
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' the De Mistlioom clique went all out and demanded, ''the regu-
lation of the Jewish problem by law, according to which Jews 
would be forbidden to occupy such positions where they could 
exercise any influence upon the course of events in economic, 
social, political or cultural life. They should be considered foreign
ers and treated as such. There certainly are Dutch Jews but there 
are no Jewish Dutchmen." Furthermore they demanded legisla
. tion which would forbid Hollanders to marry Jews. 

But public opinion expressed itself very differently. In 
December 1939, the University of Amsterdam launched a wide
spread protest against the persecution of Jews in Ge11nany. It 
was perhaps the last open demonstration against Nazism in Hol
land. After invasion it w~ the kow-towing Dutch quislings who 
could speak openly, and in a broadcast a Dutch Nazi heralded his 
new freedom: · 

-''In Holland it was against the'law to insult any definite 
group of the population. This law made the fight for the libera
tion of the Teutonic man almost impossible. All the obstacles 
we found in our path when we were marching towards the 
national way of living were of Jewish origin. It is the task of 
the SS to solve the Jewish question. That this task is being 
accomplished successfully is proved by the latest develop
ments." 

As the Dutch people continued to feel nothing but hatred and 
contempt for the invaders, and showed no signs that they would 
ever play ball with Hitler, ·the Germans soon fell into their usual 
pattern. For the elimination of Jews from Dutch life, they intro
duce4 three separate definitions of Jew. For purposes of registra
tion of property a Jew was defined as such if -desc~nded from three 
Jewish grandparents, or when descended from two Jewish grand
parents, if said person professed the Jewish faith or was married 
to a Jew as·o( May 9, 1940. In the decree on education a Jew was 
so defined if he had two Jewish grandparents, or if he belonged 

• 

to the Jewish religion. Both these definitions combined ''racial'' as 
well as religious criteria. On the other hand, the definition for 
purposes of personal registration was based purely on so<alled 
''racial'' grounds and embraced as Jewish or partly Jewish all 
those having but one Jewish grandparent. The registration of 
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these was ordered early in 1941. Identification cards of ''full'' 
Jews were sta111ped with the letter J. The cards of those desig
nated as partly Jewish, or descended from two Jewish grandpar
ents, if they did not belong to the Jewish community and were 
·not mar1·ied to a person of Jewish faith, were stamped BI (B for 
bastard) or Bii if descended from only one Jewish grandparent. 
Apparently the Dutch people showed more than proper indigna-· 
tion at such te1minology, for in less than three weeks the classi-

• 

&cations were changed to G I and G 11 (G for Gemengde or per-
sons with mixed blood). 

Within a few months, Jews were subjected to an 8 p.m. to 6 
a.m. curfew, traveling was rigidly 1estricted, and they were barred 
from the use of telephones and radios. They were also ordered to 
wear the Star of David on all their clothing. The Ger1aaan con· 
trolled radio commented: 

•• As God has created barriers among races and peoples, so 
man has no right to tresspass these barriers." 

If the Ge1mans had hoped to stigmatize the Jew by the emblem 
of David, they succeeded instead in making of the six-pointed star 
a symbol of common resistance to German oppression. Gentile 
Dutchmen doffed their hats to Jews, and gave up their seats to 
the,n in bosses and· trolleys. Many non-Jews appeared on the 
streets wearing the Star of David on their coats, with the word 
''Dutchman'' written across the emblem in large letters. Nether
land youths paraded the streets of various cities wearing the Star 
of David. The futile rage of the Nazis vented itself in an order 
that those guilty be subjected, for a time, to all regulations in 
force against Jews. · · 

The anti-Jewish regulations soon reached full swing. Jews were 
forbidden to wear medals and other military decorations. They 
were barred from the main streets of The Hague, from markets, 

• 

libraries, museums, entertainment centers; in public parks they 
were forced to sit on special benches marked ''not forbidden." They 
could no longer visit offices or barber shops run by Gentiles, or 
call on their non-Jewish friends. Shopping hours were restrict· 
ed to from 3 to 5 p. m. or later, by which time stocks would 
be depleted. flotels, boarding house~ and boulevards in summer 

' 
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resorts were closed to Jews. Aryans were not pe11nitted to accept 
or continue employment in Jewish households and welfare work
ers were not allowed to call on needy Jewish farnilies. Mixed 
ma1·1 iages were forbidden. And the death penalty was introduced 
for Jews who were discovered smuggling letters out of the country. 

Again the Hollanders showed their mettle. The Dutch pub
lication, De Storm, admitted that anti-Se111itic measures had been 
all but stultified by the population. It complained that in the 
resorts, non-Jews moved into the hotels and boarding houses and 
turned their homes over to Jews; that Hollanders shopped for 
Jews during the prohibited hours and helped them ''in a dozen 
other ways;'' that shopkeepers and non-Jewish customers cooper
ated to make certain that merchandise was left for Jewish buyers. 
Further more, the Dutch boycotted movies, theatres and cafes to 
which Jews were not admitted. 

In the cultural sphere, during the early months of Ger 111an 
occupation, Jews were barred from teaching and other jobs in 
public and private educational institutions, with the exception 
of those attended exclusively by Jewish students. When the segre
gation of Jewish school children got under way, some time elapsed 
before the establishment of ''ghetto'' schools. During this period, 
Dutch teachers organized secret classes for Jewish pupils. In the 
Hilversum Classical High School, non-Jewish students sent letters 
of sympathy to their Jewish classmates who had been barred from 
school. Naturally the teacher who had suggested this £01111 of 
'protest was dismissed, and even the children who had taken part 
were expelled from school for a whole year. In the village of Blari
cum, a Ge1·111an order barred Jewish children from attending the 
annual high school festival. Not a single Dutch child showed up 
at the festivities. · 

In an open letter the principal of one school declared: 
• 

''I cannot suppress the thought that by applying the racial 
test as demanded, I participate in un-Christian and heretical 
acts against the Jews, thus marking my first steps on the path 
that leads to disaster. Before it is too late: resistance to these 
anti-Jewish regulations is therefore necessary." 

Jewish schools were established by many municipalities under 
the auspices of the Department of Education and the Amsterdant 
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Central Committee for Jewish education. Jewish teachers dis
missed by the state were given priority in appointment. The 
Hague held three Jewish prepa1atory schools, one lyceum and a 
domestic science school for girls, and A1nsterda111 had a Jewish 
school for applied arts. According to Ge11oan decree, Jews had to 
bear the cost of ·their schools. Thus, when the Amsterdar,, City 
Council allocated 282,000 guilders for Jewish schools for the first 
'half of 1'942, t!he Jewish Council was ordered to refund that sum. 
Again the Dutch braved the wrath of the Germans, and the anti_. 
Semitic weekly, De M isthoorn, raged at the Burgomaster of Am
sterdam for having ''succeeded in getting .a subsidy of 145,000 
guilders for a Jewish school for applied arts." 

The ousting of Jewish professors and students from universities 
brought continued and fearless protests from Dutch intellectuals . 

• 

When the internationally noted lawyer, Professor Edward Moritz 
Meyers, was dismissed fro~ Leyden University, Professor Rudolf 
Cleveringa, his pupil and colleague, declared publicly: 

~'However I seek to qualify this act, I know I cannot ade
quately express the sense of pain and bitterness which I and my 
colleagues together feel .... Indeed, if I wished to express our 
common feeling, I could not do better than stop here and 
now, leaving the terrifying silence to speak for us all. But I do 
not wish to guide your' thoughts toward tbose who ordered 
this dismissal. Their action qualifies itself .... We have hoped 
to. be spared this injustice. The Netherlands constitution 
knows no distinction of race or creed and, according to inter
national law, is obliged to respect this principle. Now, how
ever, we cannot but bow before superior force. Meanwhile we · 
shall bide our time in confidence and hope. The figure of · 
Meyers will abide in our thoughts, for we cannot cease· to 
believe that his place is in our midst and that, if Fate will, he 
shall return." 

The following day Cleveringa was sent to a German concen
tration camp, but the students revolted and the University of 
Leyden h~d to be closed. Shortly thereafter, Benjamin M. Telders 
of the University's law faculty held a speech in defense of 
Cleveringa and promptly shared his fate. Another Leyden scholar, 
Hendrik Kremer, professor of theology, could not be prevented 
from speaking his mind; for officially condemning the ,persecution 
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of Jews, he suffered the same fate as his colleagues . 
When the Jews were barred from libraries and a ''Jews for

bidden'' sign appeared on a Catholic library in a small town, the 
church authorities· had the sign removed. The library's annual 
municipal subsidy was thereupon· cancelled. 

The Ge1n1ans established the Netherlands Kulturkammer 
which comprised all artists' guilds. Jews or persons married to 
Jews were barred from membership in such guilds. As a result, 
nineteen Jewish artists' agencies were deprived of their licenses 
and Jews w~re prohibited from taking part in any performances. 
On one occasion, when the conductor of a famous symphonic 
orchestra fell ·ill, and a Jewish conductor, Van den Berg, was 
chosen to replace him, the tremendous ovation tendered him was 
demonstrative of the people's feeling. 

The Germans also went to work censoring the Bible. A new 
translation deleted all references of ''a purely Jewish character." 
It is not known specifically which parts were left. In the same 
spirit, the study of Hebrew, heretofore obligatory in junior theo
logical colleges, was prohibited. The streets which were named 
after such great Dutch Jews as d'Acosta, Capallose, Bless, Spinoza, 
Tobias Asser, Joseph Israels, received new designations. 

A broad decree in October 1941 placed all activities concerned 
with the earning of a livelihood under direct German authority. 
At the same time it invalidated labor contracts with Jews and 
limited their claims for severance pay. At a later date, when regu
lations were issued concerning compensation to workers of estab
lishments which were shut down, it was provided that Jews were 
to receive none. Serving as a basis for the complete elimination 
of Jews from certain occupations, the decree of October 1941 re
stricted the practice of Jewish doctors, dentists, chemi~ts, pha11na
cists and lawyers to Jewish clients only. Non-Jewish pro~essionals 
reacted immediately, doctors and lawyers voluntarily passing on 
the fees received· from their newly acquired patients and clients 
to their Jewish colleagues. Jews were, of course, excluded from 
public ·office. They were also barred from the following occupa
tions: photographer, barber, guide, physical training instructor, 
marriagebroker, pawnbroker, auctioneer, employment agent, audi
tor, business agent. They were ousted from Aryan fit ins. Dutch 
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concerns which were forced to discharge their Jewish employees. 
sent their customers circular letters saying: 

''We regret to annou11ce th~t Mr. so and so, through circum
stances beyond his and our will, shall no longer be in ou1· 
midst after next Friday." · ' 

A fair sample of the tortured logic employed to cause suffering 
to Jews may be seen from the following, which appeared in the 
Swiss press early in 1942: 

''The Hilversum Burgomaster ordered that ewish butchers 
shall no longer receive meat. As a result, those ormerly buying 
meat at ewish butchers will have to go to other shops. This 
will pr uce difficulties for the latter which will also be the 
case when such regulations will be enforced upon other Jewish 
shops. Therefore, Jews may shop ony between 5 and 6 P.M." 

' 

The Dutch· interpreted this order in their own way. A few 
weeks later, a Nazi weekly published a letter which bemoaned 
the fact that Jewish butchers whose shops had been closed were 
hired by Gentile butchers a.nd that the latter had found their 
business greatly increased through the addition of the Jewish 
meat dealers' former customers. ''The Star of David still seems 
good publicity," the letter concluded. Nevertheless, Jews were 
barred from public markets, auctions, the produce exchanges and 
slaughter houses. They were ousted from the cattle trade in which, 
particularly in the province of Overijssel, they had been engaged 
for generations, as well as from the steel, diamond and clothing 
industries. , 

It sometimes happened that Dutch shrewdness got the better 
of .}erman decrees and goaded De Afisthoom into impotent rage. 
Fu1· instance, there is the story of the Dutch Nazi Sto1m Troopers 
who dutifully sought to drive Jewish fish dealers from a leading 
market in Amsterdam. Despite all prohibitions, Jews continued 

' 

to trade there with the connivance of the local authorities. The 
Sto1m TrooJ>ers, losing patience, forcibly removed the Jews. But 
apparently under the insistent pressure of the population, the 
Mayor of Amsterdam, who was a Dutch Nazi, announced the next 
day that Jews were to be re-admitted. Said De Misthoom: 

' 
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··Thus, the existing evil remained, the Jews were rotected 
by a oarty member and the Sto11n Troopers were ma e ridicu· 
lous.'' 

The Ge1111ans continued the syste1natic eli11,ination of Jews 
from Dutch economic life. Jewish members of the stock exchange 
at first were only forbidden to appear there, but soon after they 
were deprived of their membership. All this was only a prelude 
to the actual confiscation, by all sorts of devious means, of Jewish 
property in Holland. Funds of Jewish institutions were seized 
first, long before the confiscation of other Jewish property. Seired 
assets were taken over by H. W. Muller-Lehning, a member of 
Mussert•s staff. Registration was ordered of all enterprises whose 
owners were Jewish, or where a Jew was a member of the adininis
tration or board, or in which Jews had decisive inftuence (more 
than one-fourth of the capital or one-half of the votes), as well as 
enterprises which were under ''Jewish influence." Thenceforth all 
transactions affecting such concerns were subject to Ge1 man con
trol. Geiman occupational forces were to appoint trustees with the 
right to conduct all business activities including the selling of the 
enterprise. The way for Aryanization was paved. On June 9. 1942, 
The Frankfurter Zeitung wrote quite openly: 

''Of the 21,000 Jewish enterprises 10,000 must disappear. 
0£ the remaining 11,000, 8,000 Jewish enterprises voluntarily 
undertook Aryanization and the remaining s,ooo will be trans
ferred by the authorities." 

. ' 

The newspaper placed the value of Jewish concerns Aryanized 
by the Germans at 150,000,000 guilders (or about $81,000,000). 
As the Netherlands took little part in this Aryanization, the small 
group of Dutch Nazis were confronted with a dilemma. Their 
weekly, De Waag, upset by the fact that Dutch financial institu
tions were keeping aloof from these transactions, wondered 
''whether it is desirable to leave these highly important Nether
lands assets exclusively in Gern1an hands.'' Desirable or not, the 
weekly, Die Niederlande, quoted by the Deutsche Bergwerks
zeitung of March 21, 1943, had this to ~y: 

''At present a considerable part of Dutch industry and trade 
is in the hands of Geiman businessmen and it is clearly shown 
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that a definite and important structural change has taken place 
during the last two years." · . . 

' 

• 

At the same time the Ge11nan Chamber of Commerce issued 
a report showing that all Jewish clothing enterprises had been 
taken over by Geraaaans. 

• 
Jewish farmers were dealt with even more drastically. The 

sa1ne decree which provided for the registration of property 
ordered the s·ale of all Jewish-owned far1nland. The Germans set 
the price, the buyer, and the mode of payment. Specifically, they 
could order a delay in payment even though they had set the 
price. This resulted in virtual robbery. The contracts of Jewish 
leaseholders or usufructuaries were annulled, and it was forbidden 
to sell livestock or equipment belonging to the property. Jews 
were ordered to register all their real estate (other than fa11n
land) and mortgages. The Netherland Land Registry Office was 
empowered to take over the administration of all such Jewish 
property with the. right of sale. Any purchase, sale, or lease of 
Jewish-owned real estate required Ger1nan authorization. The 
Frankfurter Zeitung valued the real estate ''taken over'' from the 
Jews at 200,000,000 guilders (or some $108,000,000). 

German real estate agents offered Jewish houses for sale with
out the knowledge of the owners. When a buyer was found, he was 
directed to a special office set up by the Ge1mans, where an order 
was issued to the Jewish owner to sell his property at a fixed price. 
From this price the self-appointed ''agent'' deducted his fee and · 
the rest had to be deposited with the banking house designated 
as the ''depository'' for Jewish capital. If the Jewish owner desired 
to continue residing in his house, he was forced to pay rent. This 
was a typical form of so-called ''voluntary Aryanization." 

The Aryanized banking fir1n of Lippman, Rosenthal 8c Co. in 
Amsterdam was made a central depository for all Jewish capital. 
At first, Jews were ordered to deposit with that fi1m all their cash 
and checks, with the exception of 1,000 guilders per depositor. 
Later the maximum which rould be withheld was placed at 250 

guilders. After a few months all Jewish assets and property, in
cluding rented safes deposited. with Lippman,. Rosenthal 8c Co.~ 
''legally'' passed into the bank's hands. The total value of Jewish-

• 
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owned real estate, enterprises, and capital confiscated by the Ger-
mans were set by the Frankfurter Zeitung at half a billion guilders. 
That figure does not take into consideration the fact that a maxi
mum salary income of a50 guilders a month per entire la1nily, 
regardless of how many members were employed, was fixed for 
Jews. All sums in excess of this.amount were to be deposited by 
the employer with the central ~bank in Amsterdam, as well as all 
collections, objects of art, precious metals and preci~us and semi
precious stones. Jews were permitted to keep only teeth fillings 
of precious metals, wedding rings, watches in personal use., and 
four pieces of table silver per person. Bicycles, including any spare 
parts, were confiscated, and the registration of any Jewish-owned 
horses or carriages was ordered. The capital of German-Jewish 
refugees was frozen and any property belonging to them which 
was still in Germany could be disposed of only through the author
ization of the German Foreign Exchange Department. 

The insecurity of Jewish life in Holland was given sardonic 
' 

proof in the decree which ordered the surrender of all insurance 
policies. As everywhere in Nazi-dominated Europe, the Jewish 
life span was running out and Aryan insurance companies had · 
to be protected. 

The first attempt of Dutch Nazis to stage a pogrom in the 
Jewish quarter of Amsterdam brought masses of longshoremen 
to the rescue and the quislings were put to flight. In the Hague, 
when they attacked a synagogue and set about destroying scrolls 

· and prayerbooks, Jews and non-Jews alike rushed into the fight 
and forced them to retreat. The Ger1nans found it necessary to 
take matters into their own hands. Mass arrests of Jews started. 
As actual or potential ''enemies of the German Reich," they were 
taken at night from their homes by agents of the Gestapo. Accused 
of underground activities, of listening to_ foreign broadcasts, of 
securing food without their ration cards, or simply as hostages, 
they were arrested and executed. In the summer of 1941 Jewish 
youths began to disappear from Holland; within a short time 
their number reached some 1,200. It became known that they 
had been sent to the concentration camp of Manthausen in Upper 
~ustria where they were forced to work in sulphur mines without 
protection against the deadly fumes. According to an official state-

• 
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ment of the D:utch government-in-exile, 740 of these young men 
died during the first four months of labor. At first, obituary 

· notices appeared• in the Dutch press; soon, however, such an· 
nouncements were prohibited. Parents were called to Gestapo 
headquarters to receive news. Appointments were deliberately 
made days in advance so as to keep them in S!!spense. Usually 
their children had been dead for weeks. The ashes could be ob
tained upon remittance of 75 guilders. 

Other Dutch Jews were sent to the ill-famed Geiman concen
tration camp of Buchenwald to be used .for the most degrading 
tasks. But even there Dutch sympathy lights the darkness. A report 
smuggled out to the Netherlands government-in-exile includes 
the following: When the usual command: ''All Jews one step 
forward'1 was given to a group of new arrivals, the entire line, 
Dutch Christians and Jews alike, stepped forward. This scene was 
repeated three mornings in succession. The precise number of 
Jews arrested and sent to concentration camps is not known, but 
well over 2,000 (not including 1,000 children reportedly seized 
as hostages) would be a conservative estimate. 

A much larger number was subjected to forced labor. As a 
preliminary step, Dutch Jews between the ages of 18 and 45 were 
forbidden to emigrate from the country. They were then set to 
wbrk in coastal fortifications. Others were concentrated in the 
forced labor camp at Westerbork, and many were sent to Aix-la
Chapelle, Cologne and Munich where they were herded into fac
tories or forced to clear away wreckage left by air raids. They had 

• 

to labor under inhuman conditions, segregated from other 
workers, and forbidden to communicate with their families. They 
had to take the little food obtainable without using eating uten
sils. Supplementary rations for heavy workers were rescin.ded after 
a month. On the island of Ameland, north of Groningen prov
ince, a penitentiary was established for Jews who tried to escape 
slave labor. Dutch physicians often tried to shield Jews from forced 
labor by furnishing them with certificates of disability. Dr. N. H. 
van Muyden was denounced by De Misthoom as a ''saboteur'' be
cause he fumished such certificates to a number of Jews between 
the ages of 40 and 50. · 

The general policy was to deport the able-bodied younger 

• 
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Jews to the East, while those. over 40 were used for forced labor 
in Holland and Ge1many. In the Summer of 1942, Deputy Reich 
Commissar Schmidt, in answer to a petition of Protestant and 
Catholic churches for the better treatment of the Jews in Holland, 
replied: 

• 

''The Jews cannot stay in Holland and within a short time 
one of tbeir strongest bastions will have been cleared away. 
They will return to the place they came from, just as-poor as 
when they left. . . . Those sympathizing with them will be 
treated the same way." 

At the same time the Dutch Sto11n Troop paper, De Storm, 
announced that '' he1icef orth transports will move east at such 
speed that not a single Jew will be in Holland by June r, z943." 

III .. Deportation 
Into Amsterdam were crowded most of Holland's Jews. The 

entire Jewish population of Amsterdam, as well as those stream
ing in from the provinces for future deportation, were packed 
into the three ghettos established for this purpose. Large signs 
were placed at the entrance to the ghettos, temporarily marking 
off the places inhabited by those doomed to deportation to the 

• 

East. 
. Mass deportations commenced on July 23, 1942. The official 
goal was set at 17 ,ooo persons a month, with the deportations to 
be completed by the end of ·May 1943. Thus Dutch Jewry was 
thrown into a constant state of alarm: The Jewish Council had to 
urge all to be ready for deportation ''at any moment'' with ''the 
knapsack or suitcase packed." 

The Ge1mans were less than a month late in their announced 
schedule. The first five months of 1943 saw them go about their 
task with great energy. On February 12, 1943, H~rr Rauter, Chief 
of the Geiman Security Police in The Hague, ordered all Jews 
of the coastal area, including The Hague, removed to Amsterdam 
by February 16th. An order of March 29, 1943, forbade the Jews 
of eight Dutch provinces .to remain there and ordered them to the 
camp of Vught. 

A month later, ''to combat growing sabotage," the Ge11nans 



• 
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ordered all Jews of the 1·emaining provinces, with the exception 
of those in Amsterdam or ma1·1ied-to Gentiles, to be interned in 
concentratiQn camps known to be at Westerbork, Vught, Ba111e- · 
veld, Doetichem. At that stage the Bruesseler Zeitung declared: 

''The solution of the Jewish question in Holland is now no 
more than a problem of transport." · 

Of the remnants of Dutch Jewry, ·a part were enclosed in the 
ghettos of Amsterdam and the rest locked up in various concen
tration camps. The condemned of Anasterdam were asked to help 
the condemned o,f the ca,nps by sending them parcels. These were 
forwarded by the Jewish Council, which repeatedly warned the 
senders not to include any letters or matches in the packages. 
Those shipped to caxnps were warned to look after themselves 
and to keep with them at all times one blanket and a bread bag 
in view of the possibility that their other luggage would not a11-ive 
in time. They were also warned not to .sell their furniture or leave 
it with Christian neighbors. Instead, they were to ask the police 
to lock up their homes, undoubtedly to make certain that the 
Ge11nans obtained the spoils in good order. _ 

On May 14, 1943, the deportation order was extended to the 
Jews of' Amsterdam as well. 

Simultaneously, the Germans removed all Jewish patients from 
hospitals, including the blind and mental cases. Particularly hor
rible was the case of the Jewish insane asylum at Apeldoom, from 
which patients and nurses together were crowded into cattle trucks 
to make room for the Ministry of Equcation that was evacuated 
from The Hague. Some 1,000 patients of the Joodsche Invaliden 
Sanitarium were deported, as well as 400 Jewish children tom 
from their parents. 

The ho1·rible conditions of transport similar to those applied 
elsewhere are proof enough that exte11nination rather than labor 
is the real goal. Packed into cattle trains, stripped of all belongings 
with the exception of a tiny bundle of indispensable articles, 
Jews are shipped somewhere to the East. Thousands die on the 
way, victims of inhuman conditions, no air, no space, no food. 
On reaching the Ge1n1an frontier, many older men and women 
are shot because they are considered useless. But many transports 

- - . . . , 



do a11ive in Poland. Fears concerning their fate were recently 
confirmed by Netherlands and Polish sourc.es in London which 
disclosed that the Ge1 ,,,ans had launched qiass executions of 
Dutch Jews in Poland: at Tursk, 150 Dutch Jews we1e mowed 
down by machine-gun fire and the village itself burned to the 
ground. Si1a,ilar massacres were said to be staged in Sochy, Potok 
and a number of other Polish localities. 

According to Reich Commissar Schmidt, the Dutch are at fault 
in regarding deportation through ''spectacles of silly h11rnani-

• 

tarianism." When the Jews were expelled from the sJDall town of 
Weesp, De Misthoom reported indignantly: 

' 

''The Weespenaars who are for the greater part believing 
Christians, degraded themselves by carrying the Jews' luggage 
[to the station] .... On the tunnel wall was a large sign 'Till 
we meet again• and we even saw a Christian teacher weep like 
a child.'' · 

• 

Soon thereafter the Burgomaster of Weesp was dismissed from 
his post. According to a New York Times dispatch of September 
23, 1942, the Ge1mans were forced to schedule the departure of 
trains carrying deportees for some hour after midnight in order 
to avoid demonstrations. The same dispatch quoted a joint mes· 
sage of the Catholic and Protestant Congregations in the Nether
lands to Seyss-Inquart, protesting against the deportation of Jews: 

''The sufferings which the execution of this measure will 
inflict on thousands of men, women and children and entire 
families, and. the realization that it contravenes the profound 
moral and ethical feelings of the people of Holland, compel us 
urgently to request that this measure should not become 
effective." 

In reply to this message, the Germans ordered the deportation 
of Jewish converts to Christianity. 

The remaining vestiges of Jewish life during the period of de
portation centered around the Jewish Council of Amsterdam, 
which during the early period of German occupation had handled 
problems of emigration, as well as the support of impoverished 
Dutch Jews and German refugees. In 1940 the latter numbered 
24,000; by the end of 1941 the number had dwindled to 6,000 . 

• 



Some Qf them were sent back to Ge~many and the rest were de
ported along with. the Dutch Jews. In 194-1 the Council's budget 
totalled 2,400,000 guilders (close t(? $1,300;000). The fo1111er 
sources of this money (collected through contributions from 
neutral countries and a tax on local Jews) were obviously closed. 
In the end the Jewish Council must have drawn funds for se~ices 
rendered as well as from secret contributions of the Dutch. 

With the concentration of remaining Jews in Amsterdam, the 
activities of the Jewish Council took a different course\ The Coun
cil furnished necessary info1mation ''in connection with the 
measures advisable to take prior to leaving the country." 

From announcements in Het ]oodsche Weekblad, the official 
gazette of the community, it is known that the Jewish Council set 
up a Central Postal Bureau with branches in provincial councils 
which, for a time, accepted mail for Jews in labor ca1nps. Another 
section of the Jewish Council dealt with assistance to prospective 
deportees, while a committee was created for matters connected 
with payments of frozen Jewish funds, and a housing office looked 
after the thousands of Jews evacuated to Amsterdam from other 

• 

parts of the country. · 
After having decreed the deportation of practically the entire 

Jewish population of Holland, the Ger1nans started an intensive 
man-hunt for those who had gone into hiding~ All Jews subject to 
deportation had their ration cards cancelled. 

Exempt from deportation were employees of the Jewish Coun
cil and such Jews ''who have done good service for Holland and 
whose value is still recognized." The latter were interned at the 
Schaffelaans Estate in Barneveld. Until the beginning of 1943, 
Jewish spouses of mixed marriages were also exempt. Later, how
ever, they were per·mitted to remain only if they agreed to undergo 
sterilization. 

• 

Apart from the small exempt class and the _few thousand be-
lieved to be in hiding, the Jews of Holland who are still alive are 
either in the East or in camps awaiting deportation. · 

IV. Re,i,tance 
The Dutch people have shown the world how courage finds 

expression even under the most brutal tyranny. No punishment 
• 
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has succeeded in staying Dutch sympathy .for their Jewish com
patriots. Neither have the Ge1mans been able to crush Dutch re
sistance to anti-Jewish laws. As soon as the first of these measures 
was introduced, the Protestant Church sent this protest to Reich 
Commissar Seyss-Inquart: 

~·we are profoundly moved by the meaning of these meas
ures touching, as they do, upon important spiritual interests 
and being against Christian mercy.'' 

• 

On another occasion the following pastoral letter from the 
General Synod of the Dutch Refo1med Church was read in all the 
churches: 

''According to God's Providence, the Jews have lived a1nong 
us for centuries and are bound up with us in a common his
tory and~ common responsibility. The Commandment of the 
Saviour to love our neighbors as ourselves applies to them as 
it does to any other neighbor." 

• 

In April 1942, letters were read before both Catholic and 
Protestant congregations. The opening words were identical: 

''The Church feels great concern ·at the course of events 
in our country, namely, at the way in which three basic prin
ciples of our national life-_justice, charity, and freedom of 
conscience and conviction, which are anchored in the Christian 

· faith-are being, and have been violated. The Church has al
ready given evidence of her attitude to lawlessness, to the 
merciless treatment of the Jewish section of the population, 
and to the imposition of a National-Socialist conception of 
life and of world order, which is directly contrary to the teach
ing of the Gospel:' 

' The joint stand taken by the Protestant and Catholic churches 
infuriated the Ge1n1ans and the home-grown Nazis. The paper, 
Volk en Vader/and, wrote: · 

• ' 
''What God has been unable to achieve for centuries, the 

.Jewish Star achieved. Churches which were never able to unite 
for greater glory of God, now conduct a united action .... " 

When mockery proved useless, the Ge1mans adopted other 
measures. Subsidies to Catholic churches, which had been paid 
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for more than 100 years, were cancelled. When this too failed, 
the Ge1111ans struck up another tune. ''Why do the churches pray 
for Jews when hundreds of thousands of Ge1mans are being 
killed?'' asked Reich Commissar Schmidt at a meeting in Utrecht. 
But the Dutch churches, Protestant and Catholic alike, answered 
by exhorting their flock to further resistance: 

• 

''We know what conflicts of conscience result for those con
cerned. In order, therefore, to. eliminate all doubts and un
certainty that you may have in this respect, we hereby declare 
most· explicitly that no com romise in this domain of con
science is allowed, and shou d r~usal of collaboration cause 
sacrifice to you, then remain steadfast in the certainty that you 
are fulfilling your duty towards God and man." 

• 

The people have stood behind the clergy. A general strike 
called in February 1941, in protest against anti-Jewish laws, lasted 
for two days and tied up a number of large industries in Amster
da1n and other cities. The town of Amsterdam was fined 15,000,000 

guilders and those who failed to return to work were threatened 
with the death penalty. 

The New York Times of October 3, 1942 reported the de
portation of a number of Dutch gentiles as punishment for helping 
Jews. In February 1943 it was reported that 41 Dutchmen were 
hanged for harboring Jews and helping them to flee the country. 
In March, the Dutch poet, Jan Campert, who had been arrested 
for helping Jews to escape deportation, was reported, by a Nazi
controlled source, to ~e dead in a concentration ca1np at the age 
of forty. The Bruesseler Zeitung of March 30, 1943 listed ten Hol
landers who were sent to a· concentration camp by reason of their 
''unduly exaggerated ideas of hospitality'' towards the Jews. In 
April 1943, a German paper in Holland again reported that a 
number of Dutchmen were deported for interfering with the ex
pulsion of Jews. But these repressive measures have not accom
plished their purpose. Point 1 of the seven-point prog1a1n pub
lished by the Dutch underground press reads as follows: 

• 

''It is a duty of each Dutchman to help morally and mate
rially his compatriots, old or young, male or female, Jew or 
non-Jew, who are suffering as a res'ult of Ge11nan persecution." 
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The Netherlands government-in-exile has taken a strong stand 
against the persecution of Jews. Queen Wilhelmina, in her broad· 
cast to the Netherlands on November 28, 1941, declared: 

''With sorrow and indignation I hear how they ... per· 
secute the Jews in an abominable way." 

When news of the mass deportations reached London, Dutch 
Prime Minister Pieter S. Gerbrandy in a long radio speech to the 
Netherlands, paid tribute to the Dutch Jews who, he said, since 
time immemorial have lived in the Netherlands ''on an equal 
footing with other Netherlanders and, absorbed in the nation, 
were enabled to give their contribution to the greatness of our 
country in every sphere." 

In praising the stand taken by the Dutch people, he continued: 

''Because we know that you have retained what yQu were, 
we trust that you ii} the meantime have thought of means for 
helping those innocent- people as much as lies in your power 
in this, their darkest hour .... I will only tell you: listen to 
your conscience, act in Christian mercifulness .... " 

On September 11, 1942, on the eve of the Jewish New Year, 
the Prime Minister, again broadcasting to his country, said: 

''Besides compassion with the oppressed we feel deep grati
tude when we hear that the flower of charity blooms more 
beautifully than ever .... The time has not yet come to speak· 
publicly of the way in which the Dutch people resist this bar
barism, risking their lives and safety to frustrate the satanic 
Nazi plan. But when finally everything that has been done 
by the courageous Dutch to assist those unfortunates reaches 
the full light of day, the world will see how Holland has served 
her historic traditions of religious liberty and tolerance with 
unshaken loyalty. . . . Bitter experience has taught us that 
the existence of a 'Jewish question' in any country may act as 
fuel for demagogic agitation, ultimately endangering the peace 
and safety of the world. The .Netherlands therefore, though it 
knew no 'Jewish question' and will not know one after the 
war, will eagerly cooperate if Cc;llled upon to assist in ending 
forever the wanderings of so many hundreds of thousands 
across the face of the earth.'' 
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BELGIUM 

I. Background 
' 

As early as the fourth century Jews lived in the Belgian prov
inces. Although during the later Middle Ages, several communities 
managed to grow up and flourish, from about 1360 until the eight- · 
eenth century, permanent Jewish settlement was made impossible 
by constant persecution and expulsions and, for a time, by the 
reign of the Spanish Inquisition. 

In 1830, when B~lgium achieved independence, there were 
only 3,000 Jews in the entire country. Two waves of immigration, 
the first coming from Russia and Galicia during the 189o's, and 
the second from Poland after the first World War, formed the 
basis for the Jewish community in modern Belgium. By 1940 
Belgium numbered 85,000 permanent Jewish residents and about 
25,000 refugees from Germany, Austria and ·Czechoslovakia. 
Owing to the severity of the naturalization· laws, a considerable 
number were forced to retain their status as aliens. 

Jews found their place in Belgian life, and until the eve of the 
Germari invasion, Belgium continued to hold to the pledge of 
equal rights for all which she had made to her people in 1831. 
The number of Jews who attained official posts was small but 
noteworthy. There were Jewish cabinet members (Paul Hymans, 

• 

among others), and senators (Sam Wiener, Paul Er1era and Her-
bert Speyer) as well as an ambassador (Paul May), judges~ pro
fessors (Leon, Paul and Jacques Errera, Robert Goldschmidt, 
Niko Gunzburg, Oscar Weill, Herbert Speyer) and high func
tionaries (such as Max Gottschalk). Jews distinguished themselves 
in the army. In both world wars Jewish generals won special com
mendation: General Bernheim in World War I, and General 

• 

Ernest Wiener, acting chai1man of the Jewish consistory, and now 
a prisoner of war in Germany. 

Jews in industry and finance, particularly the banking houses 
of Cassel, Lambert and Philippson, played an important part in 

' 
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' 
the initial stages of the economic growth of the nation. During 
the postwar period, Jews dominated the dia1nond and leather 
goods industries which they had developed. There were thou
sands of Jewish diamond workers and at least 1,500 purse m_ak.ers. 
They also had a considerable share in the textile and fur trades. 

In the last decade, however, a tendency developed to stem the 
tide of Jewish immigration, and recent immigrants were ousted 
from the economic field by the introduction of anti-alien legisla- • 
tion. The first victims were the stallholders in the markets, who 
consisted mainl}' of former miners and labors hit by the depression 
of 1930, arid new ar1ivals to the country. Later, as the right to 

, work became dependent upon the holding of labor pe1 •••its, all 
foreign wage earners were affected. The days immediately pre
ceding the Ge11nan invasion did not bode well for the foreign 
Jews, as there was well-founded apprehension that the continuous 
pressure of the middle class might result in the spread of dis
crimination to other branches. 

The Jewish population, concentrated mainly in the cities of 
Antwerp and Brussels, was keenly aware of its Jewish affiliations. 

. The Zionist movement was strong; the Jewish religion enjoyed 
official status, and a representative number of rabbis and cantors 

• • 

were paid by the state. The communities, which were of a purely 
religious character, had central representation in the Jewish Con
sistory. The Jewish educational system comprised two types of 
schools: religious day schools subsidized by the state (there were 
two in Antwerp) and institutions like the rabbinical seminary 
in Heyde, as well as a number of religious and secular extension · 
schools. 

The press was represented by three weeklies in Yiddish and 
one in French, as well as a number of minor publications issued 
by various Jewish bodies in a number of languages. 

Welfare and relief were organized on a fairly extensive scale. In 
Antwerp they were grouped around the Centrale. In recent years, 
the movement towards coordination in Jewish affairs led to the 
establishment of the Councils of Jewish Associations which in Ant
werp embraced all, and in Brussels almost all, of the political, re
ligious, philanthropic, cultural, economic, and athletic organiza
tions and institutions. Belgian Jewry was represented at the 1936 
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sessions of the World Jewish Congress by a number of elected 
delegates. • 

Belgium was one of the most hospitable havens fot tefugce9 
from Germany. It is estimated that between 1933 and 1940 some 
40,000 exiles were in the country for longer or shorter p~riods. At 
the time of invasion, 25,000 of them were still in Belgium, and 
of these 16,000 were receiving aid from the community. In 1939 
the total expenditure of Belgian refugee committ~es ran to 20,-
000,000 Belgian francs (about $700,000) .. These committees were 
supported through subsidies voted by the parliament, to the 
extent of 6,000,000 Belgian francs jn 1939 and 8,000,000 in 1940, 
and by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 

The rise of Nazism in Ge11nany did not affect the Belgian 
people as a whole, but it struck an answering chord in some ele
ments of the Flemish population. As a matter of fact, on Novem
ber 22, 1938, the Belgian people proved that they had the courage 
of their convictions, when a special session of the Chamber of 
Deputies condemned the pogroms launched in Ge1many follow
ing the vom Rath assassination. This action, taken on the heels 
of Munich, by a small state which knew only too well the meaning 
of German aggression, required considerable fortitude. 

The two groups particularly instrumental in the spread of 
anti-Semitism in Flanders were the military-inspired Verdinaso 
and Volkserwering. Through their party newspapers, both system
atically kept up a rabid Jew-baiting campaign. Significantly 
enough, two of their weeklies, the French A mi du Peuple and the 
Flemish Volksche Aanval, recently ceased publication. They were 
joined by the Flemish National Party (Vlaamsch National Verbond) 
which had considerable representation in Parliament. The move· 
ment spread to the Walloons in 1936 when Rexist leader Leon 
Degrelle, having failed to gain power, decided to make another 
bid by playing Hitler's game. Degrelle's political expectations 
were not realized through his anti-Semitic acti-Yities. As a matter 
of fact, in the elections of April, 1939, Rexist representation in the 
Chamber of Deputies was reduced from 21 to 4 seats. An ally, 
or perhaps a rival, in these efforts to disunite Belgium was the 
anti-Jewish National Legion (Legion Nationale). The maj_ority 
of the Belgian people remained immune to this propaganda. The 
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governme11t, for its part, intervened in March 1940 by suspending 
a number of anti-Semitic periodicals. 

II. German Occupation . -
On May 10, 1940 the German a1·my again entered Belgium. 

Memories of German occupation during the last war, visions of 
what was happening in Poland, and the Nazi strategy of terror, 
generated a state of panic which resulted in the chaotic flight of 
millions over the choked highways leading .into France. Among 
them was a large part of the Jewish population. Many were -
trapped between the pincers movement of the advancing German 
divisions and were forced to return home. Others returned even 
after having reached unoccupied zones. It was not long, however, 
before a second Jewish exodus began, this time mainly of an _ 
illegal nature. 

Especially tragic was the fate of the thousands of German 
refugees living in Belgium at the time of the invasion. On the day 
of invasion, the Belgian authorities arrested some 5,000 men be-. 
tween the ages of 17 and 60, as enemy aliens and deported them 
to France, where they were interned. In June the French author
ities arrested German women refugees who had fled from Belgium. 
The story of their sufferings was first connected with the concen
tration camps of St. Cyprien, Gurs and Rivesaltes, and more 
recently, with the inhuman deportations from France. In the 

• 
latter part of 1940 a number of them were shipped to forced labor 
camps in Algeria and Morocco. About 10,000 were said to have 
been in France under internment or in compulsory residence. 

The first few months of occupation were such that a numbe1· 
of refugees who had originally fled to unoccupied France stole 
back across the frontier. Hitler was courting a quisling govern
ment and no discriminatory measures were introduced. In fact, 
for a short time the economic situation improved, as Germany with 
an eye to mobilizing Belgium's economy for the Reich war ma
chine, made every effort to restore normal conditions. 

On October 23, 1940 the first anti-Jewish decree was enacted. 
It prohibited the ritual slaughter of animals; it was followed five 
days later by two decrees which comprised a series of curbs against 
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the Jews. The anti-Jewish Law (]udenverordnung) defined a Jew 
as such if descended from three ''racial Jewish'' grandparents, 
irrespective of his faith,' or two Jewish grandparents and profess· 
ing the Jewish faith. The decree introduced a separate register 
for the Jewish population, required that all fir1ns under Jewish 
control be registered, and for}?ade them to dispose of their hold
ings. Jews who had fled the country were forbidden to return. 
Jewish hotels were ordered to display signs to that effect. The 
second decree excluded Jews from public positions, the school 
system, as well as the press and radio . 

. These provisions still touched upon only a small number of 
. Je!WS, and with the exception of the ban on ritual slaughter, 
scarcey affected the routine of daily life. Most Belgians did their 
utmost either to cushion the impact ·of these decrees or to sys
tematically sabotage them. The Bar Association, for example, 
refused to strike Jewish members from its rolls. 

• 

But on November 19, 1940 several ~undred Jewish aliens, 
mainly those possessing white identity cards (provisional residence 
pet tnits) were expelled from Antwerp to various points in the 
Hasselt district of Northern Belgium. This created a panic which 
resulted. in a wave of emigration. By the spring of 1941 the situa
tion had grown appreciably worse. In February the Germans 
stopped the issuance of exit pe11nits to. J€ws. Meanwhile, the 
Flemish Nationalists headed by Staf de Clerq, had adopted an 
all-out anti-Jewish program, and the Getman-controlled Brussels 
radio was delivering incessant tirades against the Jews. The follow
ing month, at a perfo11nance of the anti-Semitic film, The Wan
dering Jew, Rene Lambrichts, a lawyer and leader of the. Y.olks-
11erwering, told the audience that, ''the l~t Jew must be driven 
out of Flanders and the Walloons.'' Egged on by such propaganda, 
on Easter Monday, April 14th, gangs broke into the two large 
synagogues on Oostenstraat in Antwerp and set fire to the Holy 
Scrolls. · 

On June 10, 1941 two new decrees dated May 31st appeared. 
Th~ first supplemented the anti-Jewish law of October 28th, the 
second was entitled Decree Concerning Economic Measures against 
the Jews (Third Anti-Jewish Law). According to these decrees, all 
.Jewish firms (any concern having one or more .Jewish directors) 
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were to be registered, and the stationary, signs and entrances of 
all s'l,lch fi1ms were to bear the words ""Jewish business'' in the 
Ger1nan, Flemish and French languages~ Jews were forbidden to 
dispose of their property without the consent of the German 
military commander. They were ordered to deposit their securities 
with a Devisenbank (bank authorized to carry out foreign cur
rency transactions) and were forbidden to maintain accounts in 
other banks. The Koelnis_che Zeitung of July 16, 1941 clearly 
defined the purpose of these measures: ''_To eliminate Jews from 
all important economic positions." 

Nine months were to pass before the ousting of the Jews be
came a reality. During the month of March 1942, a circular lette1· 
was sent to all Jewish merchants ordering them to close their fi11ns 
and have their commercial assets liquidated by the 31st of March. 
Liquidation was again delayed because it was necessary to provide 
indemnities for non-Jewish employees who would_ lose their jobs 
by the closing of Jewish concerns. It was not until May 20, 1942 
that such a decree was enacted. (The total value of Aryanized 
Jewish property was estimated in March, 1943, at 18,327,000,000 
francs.) · 

On June 1st Jews were prohibited from exercising the profes
sions of physician, dental surgeon, dentist, veterinary surgeon, med
ical practitioner, mid,vi·fe, dietitian, or technical medical assistant. 
They were forbidden to give curative gymnastics or massage, or 
from acting as pharmacists and druggists. 

In the meantime, a series of decrees accomplished the com
plete segregation of the Jews and paved the way to deportation. 
In July 1941 the Jews were forced to tum in their radios. In Sep
tember they were required to have their identity cards re-stamped. 
On August 29th, a curfew was imposed from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m .• 
effective from September 5th. Freedom of residence was restricted 
to the cities of Brussels, Antwerp, Liege, and Charleroi. Ten 

• 
months later, a supplement to this decree ordered Jews to remain 
in their '"normal residence:· (residence indicated in the Jewish 
Register) during curfew ti~e. This edict was in preparation of 
conscription for forced labor. 

A decree dated November 25, 1941 created the Union of Jews 
in Belgium in which membership was compulsory. The Union, 
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which took nearly four months to organize, was to promote Jewish 
emigration and was in charge of the educational and welfare 
systems.· The statutes of the Association Des ]uifs En Belgique 
published in tlie Moniteur on March 21, 1942, provided for a 
Board of Directors composed of a chai1man, three representatives 
from Antwerp, and one each from Brussels, Charleroi and Liege. 
There were. also local Jewish councils, some of whose members 
were later reported arrested for failing to expedite emigration. 

Jewish pupils were required to leave_ public educational insti
·tutions and to enter the segregated schools. Pupils beyond com
pulsory school-age were required to leave non-Jewish institutions 
of high learning by December 31, 1941, while school-age children 
were to leave their presen·t schools as soon as special Jewish 
classes were established by the Union. 

It appears, however, that the Union has not been able to 
organize a sufficient number of schools of its own. The Volk en 
Staat of July 19-2oth reported that the Burgomaster of Antwerp 
had placed at the disposal of the Union of Jews, three classrooms at 
the music school in Schoenstraat, eight classrooms at the kinder
garten in Lamorinierestraat and the girls' orphanage in the Albert 
Grisarstraat. The paper commented: · 

''This is how the Jews continue to live on the taxes we pay." 
• 

Other proof that there were still Jewish pupil~ in the Belgian 
schools appears from the complaint of the Rex~s daily Pays Reel 
that Belgian primary grade teachers were not explaining to the 
Jewish children the· proper significance of the Star of David that 
they are compelled to wear. 

• 

The yellow Star of David was introduced into Belgium by a 
decree of May 27, 1942. Instead of creating a feeling of separation, 
it gave rise to a display of sympathy. Volk en Staat found it neces
sary to warn those who were siding with the Jews, that they 
would be confined to the Antwerp Ghetto together with them. 
Pays Reel reported the conversation of a schoolmistress when 
taking her class for an outing. The teacher was overheard telling 
a little girl: 

''Nita, stand up straight. Show how proud you are to wea1· 
the pretty Star." 

' 
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Such demonstrations provoked new restrictions. On July 15, 
1942, in the province of Antwerp, Jews were forbidden to enter 
theatres or cinenias, to attend concerts or lectures, or to frequent 
any other public establishments. In street cars · they were only 
pe11nitted to ride on the platfo1·m of the trailers. · 

Starting with a decree on January 17, 1942, which prohibited 
Jews from leaving Belgian territory without a military permit, 
the usual orders surrounding forced labor were promulgated. 
Thus, on March 11th, it was decreed that ''the employment con
dition of Jews who ar~ engaged in work is of a special kind." A 

' decree of May 8th stated that ''Jews have to accept the occupations 
which are assigned to them by the eµiployment service." At this 
~ork, Jews were segregated into gangs, and were kept in separate 
quarters. · 

On August 24th and 25th, according to reports from London 
and Zuerich all foreign Jews were conscripted for work in Ger
many and German occupied countries. 

The last chapter in Belgium, as elsewhere, is deportation to 
''unknown destination." In March 1942 several reports referred 
to a transport including 10,000 Belgian Jews which had arrived 
in Lodz, where they were to work in textile factories turning out 
uniforms for the German army. Later there were reports that 
among the victims of massacres in the Baltic States, were hun
dreds of deported.Belgian Jews. Towards the end of July, info1·ma
tion filtered through concerning 100 Jews who, after having been 
confined in the prison of St. Gilles-lez-Brussels, were deported ~o 
Eastern Europe. In August,· the arrival in Cracow of freight trains 
with somewhere between 600 and 1850 Jews from Brussels or 
Antwerp was reported. In October, any bearer of the Jewish stat· 
was in danger of being rounded up by the Gestapo and sent to a 
sorting camp in the Dossin barracks, Mechelen, pending deporta-

• t1on. 
These expulsions have been confirmed by many sources and 

by accounts of popular demonstrations of protest which were 
staged at·· the railway stations. By April 10, 1943, the Bruesseler 
Zeitung boasted that eight Belgian provinces were judenrein. In 
.June 1943, the Belgian government-in-exile stated that the Ger-
111ans have removed nearly all Jews from Belgium. 
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A partial roster of Ge11oans responsible for the crimes com· 
mitted against Jews in Belgium includes: Hauptmann Asche, Chief 
of the Jewish Section of the Gestapo; Hauptmann Duntze, Chief 
of the Rosenberg Office in Belgium; SS leader Dr. Delius; Ober
feldkommandant Hammerstein · (in charge of the Breendonck 
and Huy ca1nps). 

The Germans have received little sµpport from the Belgian 
•population. The Rexists, the Flemish Nationalists, and others 
of their ilk inspire only hatred and contempt in the majority of 
the Belgian people. The quisling papers have often c~mplained of 
the manifestations of solidarity by Christians with their Jewish 
fellow countrymen. February 28, 1943 was announced in ·the 
Parish of Liege as the ''Day for the Jewish People." Collections 
for destitute Jews were taken up at the Catholic services. 

In recent months Gestapo agents have been scouring towns, 
villages, and fa1n1s, and questioning passengers on trains and 
street cars in the search for Jews. . · 

Jews have played their part i~ resistance to German occupa
tion. The pro-Nazi newspaper, La I ... egion, has spoken of ''Jewish 
saboteurs imprisoned in St. Gilles-lez-Brussels." Two Jewish law
yers, Abraham Fogelbaum and Adelin Hartveld, and a stateless 
Jew, Meyer Leiseroff, were among the executed Belgian patriots. 
In March, 1943, Michael Loewenwirt was sentenced to death for 
belonging to an anti-Nazi terrorist organization, and in July the 
Germans executed Isaiah Schiff, leader of a Belgian guerrilla band. 
A Polish Jew, Hefl;z Dobrzynski, was among the nine Belgian 
hostages executed in the summer of 1943 for alleged attacks on 
German occupation .forces. There are great numbers of Jews 
among the inmates of the camps for political prisoners at Breen
donc!t and Huy. Resistance by the Jewish population was en
couraged by an underground periodical in Yiddish. Furthermore, 
many Jews have managed to escape and join the Belgian ar1ny in 
Great Britain. 

The attitude of the Belgian government-in-exile toward the 
anti-Jewish legislation introduced by Ger1nany was formally ex
pressed in two decrees of January 10, 1942, holding that the meas
ures w~re illegal because they contradicted ''the principles of the 

• 
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Belgian Constitution of equality without distinction of qeed, 
race, or language.~· It was funhe11oore provided that any Belgian 
who assisted the Ger 1nan forces of occupation in acts of expropria· 
tion of property would be subject to fine. imprisonment and loss 
of civil rights. · 

On June 6, 1942, form~r Prime Minister George Theunis, 
• 

Belgian extraordinary envoy to the United States, publicly read 
. before a conference of the World Jewish Congress, a statement 
issued by Prime Minister Hubert Pierlot, which said: 

• 

''The laws and customs of our country have never allowed 
any distinction between its citizens according to the race to 
which they belong or in· which they claim to be placed. All 
Belgians are equal before the law. Those are the principles 
under the protection of which the Jews of Belgium had lived 
peaceably until the German invasion. These principles are of 
per,nanent character. They are the very foundation of Belgian 
legislation, and reestablishment of them and respect for them 
are among our war aims." 

• 
• 

• 
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' LUXEMBOURG 
• 

The first record of a Jew domiciled in Luxembourg appears 
in a document dated 1276. During the· middle ages, the Jews 
lived in a ghetto and when the Spaniards came (mi4dle of the 
sixteenth century) they were all expelled. Thereafter, with the 
exception of a few Ma1·1anos, there were probaWy no Jews in 
Luxembourg again until the end of the eighteenth century. Under 
laws enacted in 1790 and 1791 the Jews were granted equal civil 
rights with other citizens. A Jewish community was organized 
under a law of March 17, 1808. By 1939, about 5,000 Jews lived 
in the Grand Duchy (about 1.7% of the total population of 
285,524, according to the census of· 1927). They were engaged 
mail}ly in industry and commerce. 

On May 10, 1940, came the Ge11nan occupation. Part of the 
Jewish population fled before the invaders into France. Anti
Jewish legislation began with two decrees of September 5, 1940, 

• 

forbidding intermarriage and intimate relations with Aryans, and 
requiring the registration of all property of Luxembourg Jews 
in the country and abroad. The te1·1n ''Jew'' is defined in accord
ance with the Nuremberg laws. 

The provisions regarding the registration of Jewish property 
were supplemented by decrees of December 19, 1940, February 7, 
and February 18, 1941, the two last providing that the property 
of Jews who fled or emigrated from Luxembourg could be de
clared forfeit. The Jews were also excluded from the state sub
sidies granted to children of large families (decrees of December 
23, 1940, and January 15, 1941). On December 3, 1940, the · 
slaughter of livestock in accordance with Jewish ritual require
ments was prohibited. In August, 1941, it was announced. that 
Jews still living in Luxembourg would be treated in accordance 
with regulations in effect in Germany. 

In the meantime the Ge1·mans had begun the expulsion of the 
small Jewish population. On September 18, 1940, the Gestapo 
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transmitted to Dr. Serebrinic, the Chief Rabbi, an order that all 
Jews leave the country within two weeks, taking with them no 
more than 1,500 francs (about $80) and about sixty pounds of 
personal luggage. It was impossible to comply with the Gestapo 

· order. When the time limit had expired, the Gestapo herded 
hundreds of Jews in freight trains and sent them by way of 
occupied France and Spain to the Portuguese border. The Portu
guese authorities refused to admit them and they remained for 
weeks in ,a No Man's Land between Spain and Portugal, living 
in freight cars. Thanks to the combined efforts of the Grand 
Duchess of Luxembourg and Jewish relief organizations, some of 
them succeeded in obtaining ship passage . 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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FRANCE 

I. Background ' • 

• 

. There were always Jews in France. In the' fi.rst century A. D. 
when the Jews were ~till rulers of their own state, the two sons of 
King Herod I were exiled to Gaul on the shores of the Mediter
ranean. In the second century the Jews founded a settlement in 
Avignon. From that time onwards, they established trading colo
nies on the southern coast and along the principal waterways. 
In the fourth century it was Lyon; the fifth, Aries, Narbonnes 
and Paris; the sixth, Bordeaux, Orleans, Marseille and Tours. 
The settlement at Toulouse dates from the eighth century and 
at Montpellier, from the eleventh. 

Gradually Jewish communities appeared in Southern France 
and with them, the spring of a new culture. In the eleventh cen
tury lived the great scholar Gershon Ben Judah, called the ''Light 
of the Exile.•• The eleventh century also saw the illustrious Rashi, 
Rabbi Solomon Isaaci of Troyes, foremost commentator on the 
Bible and Talmud, who wielded great influence on J'ewish learn-
ing everywhere. · 

The Middle Ages marked a time of persecution and oppres
sion for the Jews of France as it did for their brothers in other 
European countries. Pope Innocent III branded them with dis
tinctive clothing. They were ban-ished .from several cities and 
proyinces. Charles VI, in 1394, finally expelled them from the 
country and confiscated their property. Only those Jews were 
pe11nitted to remain who lived in a part of Provence and the 
Avignon district, which was a papal city, as these territories were 
not under the jurisdiction of the king. Thus, the first Jewish cul
ture was practically extinguished, not to be revived until two 
centuries later. 

The French Jewry of the 16th and 17th centuries comprised . . 
three groups: The descendants of the old papal lands of Avignon, 
whose economic and cultural level was not very high. They lived 

• • 
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in a crowded ghetto, and spoke a Jewish French dialect, with 
Hebrew as the language of prayers. The second group consisted 
of those Portuguese Mai I anos, the so-called nouveaux chrt!tiens, 
who had found refuge in France and established small co11a11auni
ties in Bordeaux, Bayonne and other cities of the southwest. They 
received special privileges from the French king and later openly 
professed Judaism . 

• 

The acquisjtion of Alsace and Lo11·aine in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries brought under the flag of France a group 
of Jews who spoke a German-Jewish dialect, and represented a 
different world from that of their brethren of Portuguese extrac
tion who were already fully assimilated to French culture. It 
was not until the nineteenth century that these groups, emerging 
as a cohesive whole, formed modern French Jewry. 

The great Revolution of 1789 brought a new life for French 
Jews. Equal rights were granted to them within a short time after 
the proclamation of the Declaration of the Rights of Man. On 
January 28, 1790, ''Portuguese'' Jews became citizens of France 
and 011 September 27, 1791, citizenship was granted to all French 
Jews. A turning point had been reached. As the social, political 
and economic position of tl1e Jews improved, assimilation spread 
rapidly. At the same. time, the liberties granted by the revolution 
made of France a haven of refuge. A great number of Jews living 
in the ghettos of various German states swarmed into the country. 
Some settled in Alsace-Lorraine, and many came to Paris. 

The Napoleonic era marked a new phase. At Napoleon's re
quest a Jewish Sanhedrin was convened on Febru·ary 9, 18<>7. It 
consisted of. 46 Rabbis and 25 laymen and was presided over by 
Rabbi David Sinzheim of Alsace. After a month of deliberation, 

• 
it proclaimed that Jews were to be considered as a religious com-
munity only, and drew up a set of rules concerning 1nixed mar
riage, divorce and the duties of Jewish soldiers. On March 17, 
1808, however, the so-called decret infame placed restrictions on 
the economic activities of the Jews. They regained full equality 
of rights after the fall of Napoleon. The process of assimilation 
gained such impetus that Jews entered every phase of French 
life and contributed notably to France's culture, science, and in
dustry. , 

• 
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Here are some of the Jewish na1nes which made France of 
the nineteenth and early . tw~ntieth century so memorable. In 
philosophy and sociology there were Emil Durkheim and Henri 
Bergson, Jacques Hadamard and Maurice Levy stand out in 
mathematics; Gabriel Lippman, Nobel Prize winner in physics; 
Salomon Reinach in archeology; Hippolyte Bernheim, Fernand 
Vidal, and Georges Hayem in medicine; Beddarides and Lyon 
Cahen in jurisprudence; and Lucien Levy-Bruhl in anthropology. 
Literature and drama claim Catulle Mendes, Bernard Lazare, 
Gustave Kahn, Andre Spire, Henri Bernstein, Georges de Porto
Riche, Edmond· Fleg, Tristan Bernard, Jean Richard Bloch, and 
Andre Maurois. In music, Jews were represented by Jacques Ha
levy, Darius Milhaud, Jacques Offenbach, Georges Bi~et, and 
Maurice Ravel. Rachel Elizabeth Felix and Sarah Bernhardt were 
France's two most celebrated actresses. In painting there were 
Camille Pissarro and Rosa Bonheur; and in politics, Isaac Adolphe 

. Cremieux, Achille Fould, Georges Mandel, Leon Blum, and Jean 
Zay. . 

The 19th century saw some important scholars in the science 
of Judaism: Joseph Salvador, Professor Adolphe ~~nc, Solomon 

' 
Munck, Zadoc Kahn, and James Darmsteter. In 1880 the Societe 
des Etudes ]uives was founded. It issued a quarterly, La Revue 
des Etudes ]uives (over 100 volumes), ·and also maintained a 
rich library. French Jewry of the 19th century also created the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle in 1860. Its original purpose was 
to strengthen solidarity among Jews and to defend their rights 
wherever they were threatened. "Vhile Cremieux was its presi
dent (1863-1880), the Alliance built up an impressive record by 
its fight ilgainst the oppression of the Jews in Rumania; its de
fense of Jewish rights in 'the new Balkan states at the Congress 
of Berlin. After Cremieux's death, the Alliance became largely 
a body for the diffusion of the French language, spirit and cul
ture, through the great number of schools it founded in North 
Africa and the Near East. 

The position of French Jewry was shaken towards the end of 
the 19th century by the rapid progress of anti-Semitism among 
reactionary and monarchist elements. In 1866, Edouard Drumont, 
a joumalist·and ex-Deputy, published his famous book, La France 

- - . . . , 



• 

Juive, and became the spiritual father of modern French anti
Sc;mitism. Six years later he founded the anti-Jewish La Parole 
Libre and capped his career as the chief promoter of the Dreyfus 
affair. Over a period of twelve years (1894-1906). the Dreyfus 
case divided French public opinion into two camps, with Cle
menceau and Zola as Dreyfus's chief champions. Even his par
tial exoneration in 1899 served to provoke the formation of· such 
anti-Jewish groups as La Ligue de la Patrie Franraise led ·by 
Fran~ois Coppee and the royalist league, L'Action Franraise, 
headed by Leon Daudet and Charles Maurras. Dreyfus was com
·pletely vindicated in 1906 and of all these groups only L' Action 

· Franraise survived. For a. time, the Jews of ··Franc~ felt renewed 
security. But the aftermath of the first World War fanned the 
embers of anti-Semitism. L' Action Franraise took a new lease on 
life, and was joined by many new anti-Jewish publications, such 
as La France Enchainee and ]e Suis Partout. The already estab
lished Gringoire manifested increasing anti-Semitic tendencies, 
until under the Vichy regime it was to become the oracle 'of anti
Semitism. In 1924. Les Jeunesses Patriotes, an anti-Semitic youth 
movement, was organized by Pierre Taittinger, a reactionary Paris 
deputy. 

After Hitler's rise to power in 1933, the Paris Brown House 
became a center of propaganda and undoubtedly of .Nazi espionage 
as well. A host of new groups appeared, among them the Centre 
de Documentation et de Propagande which was the central source 
of anti-Jewish propaganda in France; the National Socialist Party 
under the leadership of Henry Coston and Pierre Clementi; 
Francisme headed by Marcel Bucard; Solidarite Franraise of 
Fran~ois Coty; and the Rassemblement Anti-Jui/ de France led 
by Darquier de Pellepoix, later Vichy's Commissar for Jewish 
Affairs. The Cagoulards under Eugene Deloncle (subsequently 
one of the promoters of the Legion antibolchevique rechristened 
La Legion Tricolore) planned an armed insurrection to over
throw the Republican regime. And last but not least, Jacques 
Doriot founded the Parti Populaire Franrais (PPF) which was 

. . 

to emerge as the French counterpart of the Geiman Nazi Party. 
The triumph of the Popular Front in the 1936 elections, Leon 

Blum's rise to power, and the promulgation of a series of social 

- - . . . , 



• 

' 

reforms. called forth increasing anti-Jewish agitation. In Sep
tember, 1937, anti-Jewish disturbances broke out in Paris. The 
following April the N azified La France Enchainee proclaimed that 
""the Jewish invasion is a thousand times worse than the German 
invasion of 1914.'' On April 21, 1939, the Daladier government 
finally prohibited all propaganda emanating from a foreign ' 
source, as well as all racial and religious ,incitement, but it was 

• 

too late. 
Besides these openly anti-Semitic organizations, there were 

other Frencl1- elemep.ts, particularly in high finance and industry, 
who found Nazism compatible with their interests. The Banque 
of Wo1·ins clique had Nazi contacts going back further th~n 1933. 
Their emissary to the Nazi leaders was Fernand de Brinon, who 
turned up in Ge1111an-occupied Paris after the French defeat as 
representative of the Vichy government. These circles, intrigued 
by the economic opportu~ities which Nazi cartels offer_ed, and 
hostile to the democratic parliamentary regime, chose to regard 
Hitler as ''the last bulwark of western civilization." Their political . 
spokesmen were such ''big business politicians'' as Pierre Laval 
and Pierre-Etienne Flandin. Their motto was: ''Rather Hitler 
than Stalin." 

Many of the men who aided the moral and political disintegra-
. tion of France, thus paving the road for military defeat, were not 

anti-Semitic by conviction. But nevertheless, together with the 
openly anti-Jewish groups, they pointed the way for the planting 
of Nazi racial ideas in France. The desire to appease Germany 
went so far that when a reception was held at the Quai d'Orsay 
in February, 1939, ·in honor of von Ribberltrop, the Jewish mem
bers of the Daladier Cabinet were not invited, .lest the sensitive 
Nazis be offended. 

When Germany invaded France, there were some 320,000 Jews 
(0.7% of the total population) in the country. According to the 

. ' 

most reliable· sources, there were about 250,000 Jews in France 
in 1933. Included in this number were some 50,000 Jewish emi
grants (rom the east. France had ·opened her gates, in the forties 
of the last century, to German Jews who came principally from 
Posen, Bavaria and the Rhine area. An immigration of Russian 
Jews started after the pogroms of the eighties and the anti-Jewish 
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decrees. After the first World War, particularly in the years 1923-
1925, the influx from the east increased. The newcomers did 
much to stimulate such branches of industry as clothing, furs, 
leather, and motion pictures. Although they adapted themselves 
in a short time to French language and culture, they continued 
for the most part to maintain ties with their cultural and his
torical heritage, and with Jewry throughout the. world. Following 
the rise of Hitler, it is estimated that about 50,000 refugees from 
Ger~any, Austria, and Czechoslovakia, as well as several thousand 
Polish Jews, entered France. Some 25,000 more pour-ed in during 
the general flight from the Low Countries in May- June, 1940. 

Normally about 70% of the French 'Jews lived in Paris. Unoffi
cial sources estimate the occupational distribution of Jews em
ployed in that city as follows: 

TABLE I 
Occupation French Born Easte,.,, European 

Percent 
C::::::C,111.lllf:I"<:C •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••••••• 55.0 85·0 
Industry and Handicrafts ............... . 15.0 50.0 

Miscellaneous ....................................... . 
15.0 5.0 

I 
15.0 10.0 

Liberal Professions ............................. . 

These figures may be taken as representative of French Jewry 
as a whole. 

During the first tragic days of the collapse of France in June, 
1940, thousands of Jews fled from Paris to the seeming refuge of 
the ''free'' area. The statistics on Jewish heads of families in the 
department of the Se'ine (Paris and environs) , compiled in the 
middle of 1941, showed the following categories: 

• TABLE II 
Aliens •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Naturalized .................................................................. 11,795 
French citizens by marriage .................................... g66 
French citizens by declaration .. . ... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 48o 

----
47,S9S 

French born ·····························11:·································· 17,o66 

- - . . . , 

• 



• 
, 

· \,Vith three persons for the average family, the number of 
Jews in the Paris district may be placed at about 180,000 in the 
summer of 1941. As in normal times there were few Jews in the 
rest of the occupied zone, and as Jews were expelled from Alsace· 
Lon·aine, there were in the fall of 1941 some 185,000 in the 
German-controlled area, and about 145,000 in the unoccupied 
zone. Of this aggregate, more than half were of foreign birth, 
and 40% of those possessing French citizenship were naturalized. 

Beginning with the spring of 1941, many thousands of Jews 
again fled from the occupied zone to the former free zone,_ to 
e~cape Nazi persecution. The Chemnitzer Tageblatt of ·June 12, 
1942, commenting on the fact that only 78,501 Stars of David were 
distributed in Paris and suburbs to Jews over six years of age, 
wrote: 

• 

• • • 

,. ~ 

''The .Jewish population is reduced, first, because a number 
of Jews changed their residence and moved to unoccupied 
France- and, secondly, because many Jews were transported 
to concentration camps." 

• • • 

By August, 1943, the number of Jews in both zones was greatly 
_ decreased. About 30,000 succeeded in emigrating; about 6,000 
' died in concentration camps or committed suicide; from July, 
1942, until June, 1943, about 70,000 foreign Jews in both zones 
may be assumed to have been deported to the East; many fled to 
Spain, Switzerland and even Italy to escape deportation, particu
larly when the Germans occupied the former free zone; about 
15,000 Jews had fallen on the battlefield or were taken prisoners 
during the battle of France. Thus there remain today some 200,000 
Jews in France. 

• 

II. Occupied Zone (1940- July, 1942) 
. 

Paris had not been occupied for a month under the Compiegne 
arn1istice of June 22, 1940, when Au Pilori, the French counter
part of Der Stuermer, went on sale in the streets. Within a week 
of its appearance, store windows were plastered with signs read
ing: ''No Jews admitted," and shortly afterwards, Jews were barred 
from the theatres, the Paris Salon and the Conservatoire. Other 
publications, such as La France au Travail, La Vie Nationale 

\ 
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and 14e Paris, vied with one another in a campaign of invective. 
Even such established newspapers as Le Ma tin and. the Paris-Soir 
now served as vehicles for Nazi propaganda. . 

An anti-Semitic exhibition entitled ''Jews in France'' opened 
in Paris on September 25, 1940, for the purpose of proving the 
evil influence of Jews on France. With the same view in mind, 
an Institute for Studies on Jewish Problems was established in 
the spring of 1941, under the chairmanship of Clement Serpeille 
de Gobineau, a descendant of Count de Gobineau, father of the 
modern racial theory. Rene Gerard was appointed director. By 
November the Institute had launched its official organ, The Yellow 
Magazine. The first French anti-Semitic propaganda film, entitled 
Les Corrupteurs, purported to depict tl1e Jewish control of the 
press, the stock exchange and other national· institutions. Such 
publishing houses as Les Nouvelles Editions Franraises, Les Edi
tions de France and Edition Jean Renard flooded the market 
with anti-Semitic books and pamphlets. Two young French au
thors, Andre Chaumet and H. R. Bellanger, writing in Les Juifs 
et Nous, argued that the Jews were responsible for the first World 
War and the Versaille Treaty. Oddly enough they also ''blamed'' 
the Jews for the return of ,\lsace-Lorraine to France! 

During the first months of occupation, despite the barrage 
of Nazi propaganda, Paris remained comparatively quiet. On 
July 30, 1940, some Parisian lawyers protested against Jewish and 
Masonic competition. On August 20th and September 5th, dem-, 
onstrations against the Jews were held on the Champs Elysees 
and other boulevards. In August Gestapo agents made the rounds 

• 

of the leading Jewish organizations in Paris incfuding the World 
Jewish Congress, the Jewish National Fund, ORT, OSE, and the 
Ecole Rabbinique. On September 13th tlie ORT homes for chil
dren in St. Denis and Tournelle were closed down. Several weeks 
later, the offices of the Alliance Israelite Universelle and the Jew
ish Telegraphic Agency were raided. Their files, as well as 60,000 
books from the libraries of the Alliance and the Ecole Rabbinique, 
were removed to the Frankfort Institute for Research on the 

• 

Jewish Problem. In Paris all the synagogues with but one excep-
tion, the Rothschild Synagogue on the Rue de la Victoire, were 
closed for the time. 

• 

• 
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By a German ordinance of September 27, 1940, the occupied 
zone was closed to Jews. All persons adhering at .any time.'tO the 
Jewish faith or having more than two Jewish grandparents, who 
;had fled during the Battle of F1ance, were forbidden to return to 
their homes in the· occupied zone. This was the first application 
in France of the racial criterion. 

All Jews within the occupied zone were ordered to register 
before October 20, 1940. The time limit was later extended to 

• 

May 20, 1941, by a Ger1nan decre.e of April 26, 1941. The eco-
nomic pogrom followed the usual pattern. Jews could not. dis
pose of their capital or securities without a license, thus freezing 
practically all Jewish-owned property. They were forbidden to 
engage in wholesale and retail trade, banking, advertising, real 
estate and mortgage transactions, or to maintain employment 
agencies. They could no longer hold executive positions in any 
establishment or accept jobs which would bring them into direct 
contact with customers or clients~ In October, 1940, .the registra
tion of all Jewish-owned concerns was ordered. On December 12th 
Aryan commissars were appointed over them. 

On March 13, 1941, nearly all Jews living in the northern 
coastal district were expelled from their homes, to be interned in 
two camps in the departments of Yonne and Aube. Two weeks 
later, 5,000 Parisian Jews between the ages of 18 and 40, mainly 
Czechoslovak, Austrian and Polish nationals, were sent to a camp 
near Orleans. ~n August 6,000 more Jews were a1·1·ested in mass 
raids. The same month radios were confiscated In December an 
ordinance ordered all Jews atriving in Paris to report at once to 
the police, and directed all persons housing Jews to notify the 
authorities. Travel for Jews was restricted and petmits granted 
only in exceptional cases. . 

With the rise of patriotic resistance to the forces of occupa
tion, the Germans began to shoot hostages. Thousands of French
men, Christians as. well as Jews, were rounded up. From 50 to 
1 oo were shot in reprisal for eve.ry Get man ambushed. The fol
lowing order was issued in December, 1941, by Von Stuelpnagel, 
Commander of the Troops of Occupation in France: 

''During the last few weeks attacks by dynamite and re
volver have been canied out against the members of the Ger-
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man Army. 'J'he authors of these acts, sometimes youths, are 
in the pay of the Anglo-Saxons, Jews and Bolshevists and obey 
the infamous orders· of these elements. The attacked German 
soldiers were ,\·ounded or killed from behind, and in no case 
has the assassin been apprehended. 

''To strike at the real authors of these· cowardly attacks I 
have ordered the immediate carrying out of the follo,ving 
order: · 

'' 1. A fine of 1,000,000,000 francs to be imposed on the 
.Jews inhabiting the occupied territory. . 

''2. A large number of.criminal .Judea-Bolshevik elements 
will be deported to hard labor in the eastern territories. Other 
deportations of still greater numbers will follow immediately 
should there be any further attacks, and this independently 
of other measures which may be taken. 

''3. One hundred .Jews, Communists and anarchists who 
have definite relations with the authors of these previous at
tacks will be immediately executed . 

''These measures do not strike at France but merely at 
those indi.viduals who, in the pay of the ep.emies of the.Reich, 
wish to precipitate France's· decline and sabotage the recon
ciliation of France and Germany. 

''Signed: von Stuelpnagel, Comma,ndant of the Occupation 
Troops in France." 

To complement this order, the secretary general of Vice
Premier Admiral Darlan published the following communique: 

''The attempts against the officers and soldiers of the occu
pation army are a national danger for France. The measures 
taken by the Government are as follows: · 

'' 1. The foreigners caught inciting these crimes will be 
court-martialed and shot . 

• 

''2. All .Jews who entered France after January , 1936, 
will be put in working for1nations or in camps. 

''3. 1,859 arrests of Communists were effected. These mass 
arrests have enlarged the total of all arrested to 11,000. Further . . . ,, 
action 1s 10 progress. 

On February 11, 1942, a curfew from 10 P.M. to 6 A.M. was 
introduced, and Jews were forbidden to change their places of 
residence. Starting June 7, 1942, all Jews over six years of age 
were ordered to wear a yellow Star of David with the word, ''Jui/," 
inscribed on its face. Jews were barred from all public gathering 
places, restaurants, ~fes, bars, theatres, movies, concert halls, 

• 
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museums, libraries and athletic exhibitions. In the Paris sub· 
way they · wete compelled to ride in segregated cars. They were 
forbidden to use public telephones. A decree of July 19th desig
nated one shopping hour, between 3 and 4 o'clock in· the after
noon, as the time when they could buy food. But far graver tribu
lations were still to come. 

• 

I I I. Alsace-Lorraine 
• 

Frenchmen and Jews- alike were reduced to an inferior status 
by German decrees for ''annexed'' Alsace-Lorraine. Immediately 
after occupation, the provinces were given the full ta$te of Nazi 
rule. The great Strasbourg synagogue was at once razed to the 
ground. In August, 1940, both in l\,fetz and Strasbourg, auto-da-fes 

• 

of books by Jewish authors were staged. At Mulhouse a pogrom 
took place. Property of both Frenchmen and Jews was confiscated 
as belonging to •• enemies of the Reich and the German people." 
Ge1·1nan commissars were appointed in such industries and enter
prises in which Jews and Frenchmen were prominently repre
sented. A decree of April, 1941, prohibited the ritual slaughter 
of animals. On September 29, 1941, the wearing of the Star of 
David was made compulsory in Alsace, and Jews were forbidden 
to change their domicile without special permission. In Lorraine, 
a decree of February 14, 1941, provided that elementary educa
tion was obligatory only for children of German or ''cognate'' 
blood. Finally, the Jewish population was deported to unoccu
pied France. 

-

IY. Yichy A.pes Berlin 

The surrender of all legislative power to Marshal Petain by 
the National Assembly at Vichy in July, 1940, committed France 
and its Jews to a group of men who had long favored collabora
tion with Hitler. Raphael Alibert, Petain's first Minister of 
Justice and fervent member of the Action Franfaise, was the 
expert behind the early camouflaged anti-Jewish laws. Alibert was 
fo.lowed by Joseph Barthelemy, notoriously pro-Ge1·man pro-

- - . . . , 
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fessor of law, who demonstrated the obsolescence of France's treaty 
obligations to Czechoslovakia in.'order to justify Munich. Pierre 
Pucheu, Minister of the Interior, was a. vete1·an of the Doriot 
group and an ardent admirer of the Nazi system. Nevertheless, 
anti-Jewish legislation was, as compared to the Geiman-occupied 
zone, rather slow to hit full stride. At fint it was disguised, affect
ing Jews through general anti-alien provisions . 

• 
On July 16, 1940, new conditions were laid down for the revo-

• 

cation of citizenship. This was. followed six days later by an 
order for the revision of all naturalizations granted on the basis 
of the law of August 10, 1927. Thus some 50,000 to 60,000 Jews 
were potentially affected. 

Within a month after the armistice, German pressure was 
brought to bear on Vichy for the purpose of depri,•ing the Jews 
of their civil and political rights. Exceptions for the benefit of 
Jews whose ancestors had lived in France since 1789, were sum
marily rejected by the Germans, and on October ~· 1940, Vichy 
promulgated a comprehensive Jewish Statute. It laid down the 
racial criterion, barred Jews frmn all higher administratiye posts, 

' and provided that they might practise liberal professions or en-
gage in commerce, industry or handicrafts only within the limits 
of future decrees, thus paving the way for the introduction of 
the numerus clausus. After the publication of this statute, Chief 
Rabbi Issa ye Schwartz speaking in the name of French Jewry, 

' declared in a letter to Manhal Petain: 
• 

''We protest solemnly against the principles and provisions 
of this statute ... French .Jewry has taken as its watchword: 
Creed and Country. Faithful as ever to this ideal, we sha 11 
draw our courage and our hope from the loye of God and 
from the lessons of Holy Writ - the twin sources of France's 
spiritual life." 

The. protest went unheeded. Following the example set by 
the ordinances of the Ge1·1nan forces of occupation in Paris, the 
Vichy government launched a full-fledged drive to uproot French 
Jews from their place in the economic life of the country. 

On March 29, 1941, the Commissariat of Jewish Affairs was set 
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• 
up for the purpose of coordinating anti-Jewish activities, super-

• • 
vising the liquidation of Jewish properties, laying down police. 
regulations concerning Jews, and framing further anti-Jewish laws. 
Xavier Vallat, a rightist deputy long known for his anti-Semitic 
viewpoint, was named the first Com1nissar for Jewish Affairs. Upon 
his appointment, Vallat declared that he considered the Jews as 
an ethnic minority seeking to dominate the French people. The 
Jewish Statute, he explained, was merely an instrument of ''na
tional defense." The same opinion was voiced by Minister of 
Justice Joseph Barthelemy, who in an Algerian publication of 
June, 1941, described the statute as ''cruel but neces~ry." 

The growing severity of the anti-Jewish measures and the sup
plementing of the Jewish Statute on June 2, 1941, drew the fol-
lowing declaration from Vallat: · 

''The new law is a complete reorganization of the statute. 
It completes the provisions of the law of October 3rd, and 
extends to the whole of French legislation, which until now 
was unequal in the two zon~ .... " 

• 

Under the Jewish Statutes of October 3', 1940, and June 2, 

1941, a Jew was defined as any person descending from at least 
three Jewish grandparents, or from two if said person was a mem
ber of a Jewish congregation, or belonged to a Jewish congrega· 
tion prior to June 25, 1940. The statute barred Jews from the 
presidency of the state, the Conseil d'Etat (Council of State), 
membership in th~ Council of the Legion of Honor, all elected 
assemblies, and from court offices. 

After the second Jewish Statute new curbs followed in rapid 
succession. Jews were forbidden to serve in the police, they were 
banned from technological schools, from the theatrical profession. 
They could no longer act as accountants or public notaries, and 
were excluded from city and state councils. An academic numerus 
clausus restricted Jews to 3 · percent of the total registration. With 
certain exceptions, a 2 percent maximum was · set for the profes
sions of law, medicine, pharmacy, midwifery, dentistry, and 
archi tectu1 e. 

When certain exemptions were granted to Jews who had fought 
for France, the Association of Jewish War Veterans addressed the 
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following protest to Xavier Vallat: 

''We declare solemnly that we renounce all exceptions which 
may possibly be established in favor of war Veterans. 

''The French Israelites who died for France and whom we 
represent, and those who have fought for France, do not want 
to beg for the humiliating alms given by a measure, which~ 
as you said yourself, does not allow the Jews in general and 
consequently their families, to escape the importunities which 
may result from their legal character as Jews." 

. 

In November, 1941, twelve members of the French Senate and 
• 

Chamber of Deputies lost their parliamentary mandate because 
they were of Jewish blood. During the same month, under German 
pressure, the l.lnion Generale des Israelites de France was organized, 
as the French model of the compulsory central Jewish offices set up 

-in Ge1·111any and elsewhere in Axis Europe. It was headed by an 
administrative board of 18 appointed by the Commissar of Jewish 
Affairs. Albert Levy was named president with Andre Baur as 

• 
vice-president. All existing Jewish organizations were compelled 
to merge in the Union. 

By a law of November 17, 1941, which was to go into effect 
on January 15, 1942, all positions except those entailing only 
menial duties, were closed to Jews in the following fields: bank
ing, insurance and the stock exchange; the munitions industry; 
advertising and real estate brokerage; the grain and livestock 
trade; forestry and game concessions; the publishing business. All 
real estate owned by Jews, with the exception of their own dwell
ings, was to be liquidated. 

According to an earlier Vichy law of July 22, 1941, the liqui
dation of all Jewish-owned property (with the exception of state 
bonds and residential property) was to be carried out in the 
following manner: Provisional managers were to be appointed 
with authority to sell the property, the proceeds to be deposited 
in a government fund in the name of the owner. Enterprises which 
could not be sold were to be ''legally'' liquidated. A ten percent 
deduction was made to cover the costs of the various operations 
involved and to provide a relief fund for destitute Jews. An 
advisory commission, composed of nine members under the presi
dency of M. Camille Borione, was appointed to supervise the 



confiscation of properties owned by Jews. Regional offices known 
as· ''Bureaus of· Economic Aryanization~~. were established for this 
purpose in Nice, Marseille, Lyon,.Limoges and Clermont-Ferrand. 

The results were soon apparent. The first anti-Jel¥ish measures 
had affected only some 800 to 900 families, university professors, 
high officials, judges, teachers and army officers. The introduc
tion of the numerus clausus had dealt a harsh blow 10 thousands 

• 

of Jews engaged in the liberal professions. The property measures 
resulted in final pauperization for the majority of French Jews. 
The effects of Aryanization may be seen from the following figures: 
In the occupied zone, by the early part of 1942, provisional man
agers had been appointed for 31,699 Jewish enterprises (24,914 
in Paris and 6,785 in the provinces) . There remained. only about 
~, 15~ small concerns. to which managers were being appointed. 
By July, 1942, 4,053 Jewish firms and 298 estate holdings were 
sold and 2,792 enterprises were liquidated. In the unoccupied 
zone, during the same period, about 1,500 Jewish enterprises 

; 

were placed under provisional managers prior to Aryanization. 
Despite the flood of anti-Jewish laws enacted under Xavier 

• Vallat, he was considered too moderate by those who really deter-
mined France's course. His theory that the final ''solution'' of the 
Jewish problem should be postponed until after the war was un
acceptable. On May 8, 1942, he was removed and Louis Darquier 
'de Pellepoix became Commissar of Jewish Affairs. Back in July, 
1939, Pellepoix had been sentenced to three months' imprison
ment for inciting race hatred; later he spent two more months 
in jail. His appointment as Commissar was hailed by the Rheinisch 
Westfaelisfhe Zeitung in the following words: , 

• 
• 

''Small, farsighted, bu_t not very influential anti-Jewish 
groups under the leadership of Darquier de Pellepoix, are 
trying to make understandable to the French people the danger 
and the guilt of Jewry. Their task is today not easy, because 
democratic ideas are still alive in the masses and the new 
ideology is still not ready.'' 

In an interview a few days after his appointment, the new 
Commissar declared: 

''The .Jewish problem is neither recent nor transitory. The 
measures planned, severe as they may be, will be taken with 
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one purpose in view _:. to put France in a position to develop 
according to her national bent and free her from the Jewish 
spirit. We must first annihilate the pe1·1nanent .Jewish plot 
that continues on our territory under the protection of various 
kinds of camouflage. . 

''I propose first, therefore, to take measures to put an end 
to trafficking of all sorts in which Jews are engaged, notably 
in connection with supplies. Later, measures will be taken to 
define precisely the status of Jews and to effect the economic 
Aryanization of France. Finally I propose measures of propa
ganda and publicity to info1m the public on the .Jewish ques
tion.'' 

Y. Internment and Deportation 

In the so-called ''free'' zone the Jews came to know con.cen
tration camps and forced labor some eight months before the 
German forces of occupation in Paris filled their first concentra-
tion camp. On July 7, 1940, the. Vichy government ordered the 
internment of Jewish refugees from Ge1 many and Austria. In 
August all aliens living on relief from the government or wel
fare agencies were interned. A law of September 27th decreed 

• 

that aliens ''superfluous'' (''en surnombre'') to the national 
economy were to be confined to labor c~mps. Six days later, a 
decree published simultaneously with the first Jewish Statute 
empowered local prefects to intern alien Jews in camps or to 
designate compulsory residence for them. 

Intermittent raids rounded up victirns in the streets or from 
their apartments. On May 6th and 7th, 1941, mass arrests oc
curred in Marseille·; on one occasion over 1,500 persons were 
herded a.board the S.S. Massilia to be transported to North 
Africa. In unoccupied France in the course of the first year of 
Petain rule, 25,000 Jews were imprisoned in camps. In the latter 
part of 1941 and the beginning of 1942 this number dropped to 
between 10,000 and 12,000. In the meantime, however, the North 

• 

African camps were being filled to capacity, and some 4,000 
Jews, many of whom ~ad fought for France in the Foreign 
Legion, were engaged in slave labor on the Trans-Sahara rail
way. 

Camps such as Argeles, Gurs, Rivesaltes, Les Milles, in unoc-
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copied F1ance, and Colomb-B~char, Saida, Boghar, Khenchela, 
• 

Sidi El Ayachi, in North Africa became symbols of indescribable 
misery. Ragged internees were herded into dark, airless wooden 
ba1·1acks under abominable hygienic conditions. Food consisted 
of a daily pitt~nce of less than a quarter pound of bread, a luke
waam watery brew called coffee and some boiled vegetables. No 
fat entered into the diet. Once a week only prisoners received 
a small piece of meat. Internees were so weak that they co~ld 
not walk. Cold, squalor, and vermin, added to hunger, created 
epidemics. There were many suicides. . 

In December, 1941, it was announced that all Jews who had 
entered France since January, 1936; were to be incorporated in 
labor battalions or confined to internment camps. On January 
2, 1942, Minister of Interior Pierre Pucheu ordered the prefects 

• 

to prepare lists of foreign or naturalized Jews who had come 
~o France since January 1, 1936. It later became evident that 
these lists were a preliminary to deportation. 

Meanwhile the Germans were doing their share. By the mid
dle of 1942, about 25,000 Jews were imprisoned in German-run 
concentration camps. Most notorious of these is Draney, about 
12 miles from Paris. Run by a Reichswehr officer named Dan
neker, with the assistance of a follower of Doriot, Draney has , 
ea1ned the ill-famed title of the Dachau of France. 

Internment camps and forced labor were only the prelude. 
The most terrible chapter for the Jews in France began in Parjs 
on the night of July 12, 1942, after the Jewish curfew hour, when 
police, accompanied by Doriot men, staged a mass round-up 
of Parisian Jews. Proceeding according to lists, they had instruc
tions to mak~ no exceptions. Families were torn apart. Many 
were dragged from hospital sickbeds. Among those routed out 
of the Rothschild Hospital, was a cancer patient who had been 
operated on 12 hours before, and a woman who gave birth in 
the presence of the police. Jewish women were seen to throw 
their babies out of windows. Hundreds of suicides were recorded. 
Men and childless women from the district of Greater Paris were 
sent to Pare des Princes and Draney. The others were sent to 
the Velodrome d'Hiver. · 

Conditions at the camps were indescribable. Velodrome 



d'Hiver had to accommodate 12,000 people during the first days, 
although not the slightest preparations had been made. On the 
third day only 70 grams of bread were issued per person. There 
was no water for either drinking or washing purposes. For the 
12,000 persons, there were only twelve toilets. The internees 
were not allowed to receive_ anything from outside, neither food, 
clothing, nor medicine. 

After a stay of many days at Velodrome d'Hiver, about 10,000 

of those arrested, for the most part entire families and women 
with children, were sent to the concentration camps of Pithiviers 
and Beaune-la-Rolande. Groups of 200 internees were crammed 
into one vermin-ridden ba11ack where they slept on straw. Ra
tions consisted of one loaf of bread for seven persons, a cup 
of black coffee in the morning, and a plate of beans twice a 
day. The sick, pregnant women, and the small children received 
the same; no milk was allowed for the infants. At the camp of 
Pithiviers, diphtheria raged. In the course of two weeks, six 
women had to be transferred to the insane asylum. The internees 
were subjected to rigid discipline and cut off from all contact 
with the outside world. Letters could neither be received nor 

• 
sent. 

From these camps the internees were deported to the East in 
trains bearing the inscription: ''Material for the German A1my•• 
(Wehrmachtsgut). The deportation transports set out from 
Draney, Pitliiviers and Beaune-la-Rolande. 

· Late in July, 1942, mass arrests of Jews spread to the for1ner 
unoccupied zone. The earlier Jewish inmates of the concentra
tion camps at Gurs, Les Milles and Rivesaltes were the first to 
be deported. Laval had agreed to surrender, during the sum
mer of 1942, all Jews of foreign origin in occupied France, and 
many thousands of Jews from the unoccupied zone. The various 
departments of the unoccupied zone were ordered to deliver 
their quota of Jews. The same fearful scenes were again repeated 
here, families tom asunder, children lost, suicides. Mobile guards 
were ordered to patrol the· frontiers vigilantly to. prevent Jews 
from escaping to Switzerland or Spain. The Vichy government 

• 

cancelled all exit pe1·mits for foreign Jews, thereby deliberately 
condemning them to exte1 ruination. 
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The fate of the small children left behind in internment 
camps by the deportees has been tragic beyond words. Given 
numbers instead of naines, left without care to sleep on straw 
amid the vermin and filth, they have died in great numbers. 
By the end of 1942 there were 5,000 children at Pithiviers and 
Beaune-la-Rolande. Thousands of children from other camps 
increased their ranks. They were then transferred to Draney in 
battalions of 1,000 each. There these unfortunates met condi
tions that were worse than in Pithiviers and Beaune-la-Rolande. 
After a short while, they, too, were transported to the east, never 
to be heard from again. . 

There was a brief lull in October, but. following the total 
occupation of France on November 11, 1942, the Gestapo and 
the Vichy police launched an intensified drive for the total. 
liquidation of all foreign Jews in France. Early in January, 
1943, the Vichy ·Minister of the Interior sent instructions to all 
prefects ordering the internment in labor camps of all unmar
ried foreigners between the ages of 18 and 55 who had entered 
France after 1933. Jews were to be separate~ from the others. -Since that time, a continuous manhunt has been in progress. 

When the Germans demolished a section of the old. port of 
Marseille for military reasons, many Jews were seized and sent 
to concentration camps. In March, 1943, there was a fresh hunt 
for Jews in Marseille. The offices of the Jewish Community were 
raided, and those found on the premises were arrested and in
terned together with the communal employees. Similar raids 
took place at Toulouse, Limoges and Lyon. 

During March, too, more than 3,000 Jews, including many 
girls between 18 and 25 years of age, were removed from camps 
in the for1ner unoccupied zone and sent to ''destinations un
known'' in the East. In April and May the Gestapo conducted 
an intensive search in Paris for ''missing'' Jews. 

On June 27, 1943, a Laval decree went into effect which re
voked the citizenship of all Jews naturalized after August 10, 

1927. A German source remarked cynically that this measure 
''is expected to result in a mass exodus of Jews from France.'' 
Exodus meant deportation in the death trains bc;>und for Poland. 

• • 
• 

• 

2"""' I I 



VI. Reaction o/ the French People 
As long as a considerable section of the French population 

continued to ding to Marshal Petain as a last straw in the despair 
of defeat, the Vichy anti-Jewish policy did not provoke real 
resistance in the ''free'' zone. However, even in the early months 
after the catastrophe, a number of outstanding French states~ 
men and leaders refused to desecrate the principles which for 
so long had been synonymous with France. Outstanding among 
these men was Edouard He1·1·iot, last president of the French 
Chamber of Deputies, who rejected Marshal Petain's demand 
that he furnish a list of deputies who were of Jewish extraction. 
Paul Claudel's letter to the Chief Rabbi of France strongly con
demning the persecution of the Jews was widely circulated in
side France. 

Not ·until deportation began, however, did the voice of whole 
France finally make itself heard. Previously, opposition had been 
confined largely to the underground movement and its clandestine 
press. As a sign of solidarity towards their Jewish co1nrades, stu
dents organized a demonstration in the Paris Latin Quarter. 
They wore yellow stars and mocked the Germans. Many of them 
were seized and sent to concentration camps. Innumerable stories 
are told of Frenchmen openly greeting total strangers wearing 
the Star of David. Gentiles info1·111ed their Jewish neighbors of 
impending raids and in many cases gave them secret shelter. 

In Lyon protesting crowds snatched Jews from the hands of 
the police and hid them. In Marseille and Nice demonstrations 
against deportation broke out. In Paris many police officials were 
arrested on the charge that they had helped Jews to avoid de
portations. General de St. Vincent, military governor of Lyon, 
was dismissed because he refused to place his troops at the dis
posal of the authorities making mass arrests of Jews. On August 
5, 1942, the Geiman Tagesanzeiger was forced to admit. that 
despite two years of Nazi effort ''racial anti-Semitism of the Cen
tral or Eastern European design has not won the French people.'' 

The church, i'ncluding both Catholic and Protestant leaders, 
has been In the front ranks of the fight against the deportations. 
In August, 1942, Emanuel C~lestine Cardinal Suhard, Arch
bishop of Paris, and Pierre Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyon, sent a 
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joint protest against racial and religious persecution to Petain. 
The bishop of Montauban sent a pastoral letter to be read from 
all pulpits in his diocese on August 30, 1942. The bishop's letter 

• 

said in part: . . · • 

''Hereby I make known to the world t~e indignant protest · 
of Christian conscience, and I proclaim that all men, whether 
Aryan or non-Aryan, are brothers because they were created 
by the same God, and that all men, whatever their race or 
religion, have a right to respect from individuals as well as 
from States. Present anti-Semitic measures defy the dignity 
of the human i~dividual and violate the most sacred rights 
of that individual and .his family. May God comfort and 
fortify those who are unworthily persecuted." 

The Archbisl1op of Toulouse, Jules Geraud Suliege, issued the 
following ·pastoral letter whose publication was forbidden by 
Pierre Laval:· 

. 

''There is a Christian morality, there is a human morality, 
that impose duties and confer rights. These duties and these 
rights derive from the very nature of roan. They may be vio-
lated. No mortal has power to suppress them. · 

""That children, women, men,. fathers, mothers should be 
treated as a wretched herd, that members of the same family 
should be separated from one another and embarked for un
known destinations, was a sad spectacle reserved for our times 
to see! Why does the right of asylum no longer exist in our 
churches? 

"'Why are we a vanquished people? 
''Lord have pity upon us!'' 

Cardinal Gerlier ordered clergymen of his archdiocese to look 
• 

after Jewish children whose. parents had been deported. The 
latter were forced to sign declarations stating that they had left 
their children willingly and renouncing all parental rights. In 
the concentration camps near Lyon distraught parents complied 

• 

in the hope of saving their children. ·on August 29th parents 
were sent to the occupied zon·e en route to the East. Children 
who remained behind were sheltered by Catholic organizations. 
Two days later, Vichy ordered the children deported as well. 
Cardinal Gerlier refused to obey and the children were not 

• • 

surrendered. In retaliation Father Charillet, a member of the - . 

. Cardinal's staff, was confined to forced residence and six other 
• • 
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priests were a1 rested. , . 
Speaking for the French Protestant Federation, the Reverend 

Marc Boegner told Marshal Petain on August 20, 1942: 

''No Frenchman can remain insensible to what has oc
curred in internment camps since August .2nd. It will be ar
gued, I know, that France is merely returning to Germany 
the .Jews who came here in the Autumn, 1940. The truth is 
that there have been delivered up, and there are about to 
be delivered up, to Ge1·many men and women who sought 
refuge in France for political or religious motives, several of 
whom are aware of the terrible fate awaiting them." 

• 

In response to the unanimous voice of the leading church
men of France, Pierre Laval replied: 

''No man and nothing can sway me from my determina-
I tion to rid France of foreign .Jews .... I will take no lessons 

in humanitarianism from any country. The Catholic Car
dinals and Bishops have intervened, but every one is master 
of his own trade. They handle religion. I will handle gove1·11-

. ment affairs.'' 

As far back as November 1, 1940, speaking in the name of 
Free France, General Charles de Gaulle addressed the follow
ing declaration to the World Jewish Congress: 

''Be assured that since we have repudiated everything 
which has been falsely perpetrated in the name of France 
since .June 23rd, the cruel decrees directed against French
.Jews can and will have no validity in Free· France. These 
measures are not less a blow to the honor of France than 
they are an injustice to her .Jewish citizens. 

''When we have achieved victory, not only will the wrongs 
done in France itself be righted, but she will again resume 
her traditional place as the champion of freedom and justice 
for all men, irrespective of race or creed, in a new Europe." 

• 

VII. French Nortli Africa 

Prior to the landing of Allied troops in French North Africa 
• 

on November 7, _1942, some 330,000 Jews of Algeria, Morocco 
and Tunisia had been subjected to most of · the Vichy restric
tions imposed in metropolitan France. In Algeria Jews had, for . 

- - . . . , 
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70 years previously, enjoyed the status of French citizens under 
the Cremieux Decree of 1870.· In Morocco ahd Tunisia they 

. -
were subjects of the local rulers. The Cremieux decree was re-
. voied by Vichy on October 7, 1940, thereby depriving Algerian 
Jews of their political rights. In Morocco, the status of Jews was 
changed by a law of October 31, 1940, along the lines of the 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

Vichy Jewish Statute of October 3rd, and revised again on August 
5, 1941, in accordance with the second Jewish Statute in Vichy 

. France. In Tunisia, tQo, the Jewish Statute was introduced by a 
decree of the Bey on December 4, 1940. 

On the basis of the Vichy ''superfluous'' aliens law of Sep
tember, 1940,· a Moroccan decree of February 17, 1941, estab
lished labor camps in North Africa, mainly for use in the con
struction of the Trans-Sahara railroad .. In August, 1941, Jews in 
Morocco who had settled in the European residential areas since 
September 1, 1939, were ordered to return to the native quarters. 

A succession of decrees expelled Jews of French North -Africa 
from most occupations, and the numerus clausus was introduced 
in the professions and schools. In Algeria Aryanization of Jewish 
enterprises commenced in earnest in the Spring of . 1942. In 
September it was announced that 477 enterprises, owned in 
whole or in ·part by Jews, had been placed under the control 
of provisional commissars. 

• 

On November 17, 1942, ten days after the first Allied land-
ings, President Roosevelt declared that he ha<'l; ''asked for the 
abrogation of all laws and decrees inspired by Nazi governments 
or Nazi ideologists." The expectations of liberation from all 

• 

the effects of Vichy rule were not immediately borne out. After , 
• 

several months had passed, many dictatorial and discriminatory 
decrees were still in operation. Vichy-minded officials who con
tinued to hold important posts were in no hurry to return to 
the laws of the Third Republic. On December 9, 1942, an order 
signed in the name of General Prioux, directed that commis
sioned and non-commissioned Jewish officers who had been· 
stricken from the rolls, were not to be reinstated unless they 
had been wounded or cited for gallantry, and .were favorably 
recommended by the staff. Jewish e~listed men were to be at
tached to labor c~mps or pioneer corps rather than active mili-

- - . . . , 
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tary service. A later order, dated January 30, 1943, explained 
quite frankly: 

''This measure has seemed necessary in order to avoid 
the possibility of the whole of the Jewish population acquir- · 
ing the position of veterans, and in order not to com1nit 
ourselves with regard to the future status of these persons 
after the war." 

In his declaration of December 17, 1942, Admiral Darlan had 
said that ''measures have been taken to stop immediately what
ever persecution of Jews may have resulted from laws passed in 
France under German pressure." Nevertheless, on December 31st, 
the Chief Rabbi of Algiers was compelled to remind General 
Giraud that ''since November 8th no decree has been · forth
coming abrogating the laws inspired. by Hitler; they have actu
ally been intensified by military laws, mobilizing Jews in sepa- . 
rate units as workers .... " 

On March 7, 1943, General Giraud finally declared that ''a 
decree signed in Vichy is not ·effective in North Africa." A week 
later he announced the promulgation of an order ''declaring the 
law of June 2, 1941, and the decrees connected with it, null and 
void." But in the sa~e breath he announced the abrogation of 
the Cremieux decree, thereby stripping about 44,000 Algerian 
Jews of their French nationality. The validity of Giraud's act 
was quickly challenged on the ground that it was not in his 
power, as High Commissioner, to abrogate laws of the Third 
Republic, but only to enforce them. 

Giraud's later actions held out more promise for the Jews 
of North Africa. On May 15, 1943, he issued an order to the 
staffs of the French land, sea and air forces that all racial dis-, 

crimination in a1111y promotions and assignments be discontinued 
at once.· . 

The establishment in June, 1943, of the French Committee 
of National Liberation, with Generals de Gaulle and Giraud as 
co-presidents, gave further cause for hope. For .44,000 Algerian 
Jews, however, the North African chapter of the Axis story does 
not end until their rights as French citizens under the Cremieux 
decree are fully restored. 
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ITALY 

I. Ancient Root. 
Standing before his Chamber of Deputies on May 

Mussolini declared: 

• 

• 

• 

14, 1929, 
, 

''The Jews have lived in Rome since the days of the Ki~gs. , 
Perhaps they furnished the clothing after the rape of the 
Sabines. . . . They asked per 111ission to weep .on the bier of 
dead Caesar. The shall remain undisturbed-as shall remain 
those of other fai s." · 

' On another occasion, at the Fifth Levantine Fair in Bari, 
• 

September 6, 1934, he announced: 

''Thirty centuries of history allow us to look with supreme 
pity on certain doctrines which are preached beyond the Alps 
by the descendants of those who were illiterate when Rome 
had Caesar, Virgil and Augustus." 

Some time passed, and Mussolini stood politely by as Hitler 
walked into Austria. II Duce had cha~ged his tune and the Italian 
fiddle has been scraping ever since. A few months after Anschluss, 
the Italian Fascist Manifesto had this to say: 

''The population of Italy tn its majority is of Aryan origin 
and its civilization is Aryan .... The Jews do not belong to 
the Italian race. The Jews are the sole ethnic group which has 
never become assimilated in Italy because it consists of non
European racial ele~ents wholly distinct from the elements 
out of which the Italians developed." 

As a matter of fact, Italian Jews trace their domicile in Italy 
as far back as the second century B.C. In 212 A.D. they were 
granted Roman citizenship by the Lex Antonina de civitate 
passed under Caracalla. With the coming of Christianity they 
suffered great hardship, but in the seventh century they were 
afforded some protection by Pope Gregory I's bull Sicuf ]udaeis 

• 
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No,1. During the Renaissance, despite some religious hostility, 
Italy became a haven for Jews who were pe1secuted in other parts 
of Europe. 

In .1416 the Jewish communities of Rome, Northern, and Cen· 
tral Italy began to feel the need for union. To this end a confer
ence of rabbis and elders was convened in Bologna for the purpose 
of coordinating action in defense of Jewish rights. A second con
clave two years later at Forli resulted in the election of a group of 
representatives to speak for Italian Jewry, which was able to suc
cessfully intervene with Pope Martin V. . 

This comparatively happy era was succeeded by a period of 
darkness in which Jews suffered anguish on the perennial rad 
of religious hatred and intolerance. It was not until under the in
fluence of the French Revolution that the one-day-old Roman Re
public gave full-fl.edged citizenship to the Jews on February 15, 
1798. General emancipation for Italian Jewry did not come until 
much later. 

Italian Jews have contributed notably to the development of 
almost every branch of Italian life. Caecilius, one of the most 
learned Greek rhetoriticians, added much to the literature of 
ancient Rome. In the Middle Ages there were Donnolo, friend 
of Dante; Immanuel Ben Solomon, and the satirist Kalonymus 
Ben Kalonymus. The philosophers Eli jab Delmedigo and Leone 
Ebreo, as well as Azaria Del Rossi of Mantua, Simha Luzatto, 
Rabbi Leo Da Modena and Isaac Cardoso of Verona graced the 
fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In that sa1ne period 
lived the two Italian Jewish poeltesses, Debora Ascarelli and Sara 
Copia Sullam. To modern Italy, the Jews gave the celebrated 
Venetian historian Samuel Romanin and the famous poet of 
Florence, Solomon Miorentini. In the fine arts, there was the 
Renaissance painter, Moise. Del Castellazzo of Venice, the com
posers, Franchetti, Rieti, Solomon De Rossi (father of modem 
synagogue music), among the most prominent. The foremost mod
ern Italian dramatist is Luigi Pirandello. Modem sculpture is 
represented .by Enrico Glicenstein. 

Since the Renaissance, when they were first admitted to Italian 
universitie.s, Jews have excelled in the sciences. Among a host of 
names, it is well to mention the architect Abraham Colorni and 

• 
• 



• 

the mathematician Mordecai Finzi, both of sixteenth century 
Mantua; the 17th century mathematician Joseph Solomon Del
medigo. Dr. Alessandro Artom, an associate of Marconi, and Pro-

, 

fessor Tullio Levi-Civita, considered the greatest mathematician 
of Italy (removed from the university as a result of the anti
Jewish laws) represent modem times. In medicine, Italian Jews 

• 

have been prominent since the ~arly Middle Ages. Among them 
were Isaac Ben Mordecai (Maestro Gajo) in the 13th century; 
Manuel and his son. Angelo (14th century), who were granted 
exemption from taxes by the Roman Senate because ''as great 
masters of their art, they are of important service to the citizens of 
Rome and therefore _of greatest advantage to the city''; Amato 
Lusitano, court physician of Pope Julius Ill, and Joseph Hakohen, 
physician to Andrea Dorea, the Doge of Venice. In recent 
times, Bellan Pescarolo and Dr. Erwin Stuckgold were royal physi
cians. The latter was recently tried for violating Fascist racial 
laws by treating Christian patients. Valerio Artom, professor o~ 
gynecology, and Dr. Eugene Morelli, authority on tuberculosis, 
are two of many famous medical men who were removed from 
the universities because they were Jewish. In law, the names of 
Gino Avia, authority on constitutional law; Mortara, Pr~sident of 
the Italian High Court of Appeals; the legal philosopher Giorgio 
de Vecchio (removed from Rome university), and Gino Arias 
stand out. The press had such figures as Salvatore Barzilai, former 
president of the Association of the Italian Press, Baron Castel
nuovo, Margarita Sarfati, and many others. 

As far back as the Middle Ages the Jews occupied an important 
position in the economic life of the Italian peninsula. The first to 
establish trade with the Levant, they brought prosperity to many 
cities. It was Magino di Gabriele of Vehice who first introduced 
silk to Italy in the 16th century. In the 19th century, David Lubin 
was instrumental in organizing the conference which created the 
International Institute of Agriculture in Rome. Italy's lead
ing automobile manufacturer was Fiat. Angelo Sacerdoti was 
exempted from the anti-Jewish laws as the designer of the Conte 
di Savoia, the pride of the Italian merchant fleet. 

''Italian Jews have always been good citizens, and they have 
fought bravely as soldiers," said Mussolini in 1932. They did fight 
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bravely in many battles for Italy's freedom. Isaac Artom played 
an acti\.·e role in the .revolution of 1848. Colonel Enrico Guastella 
was a close friend and comrade of Garibaldi. Giacomo Venezian 
of Trieste fought with Garibaldi and met a hero's death. Colonel 
Cesare Rovighi was aide-de-camp to Victor Emmanuel II. Italian 
Jews won over 1,000 citations for gallantry in World War. I. 
Before the Fascist purge, Italy had 11 Jewish generals. Admiral 
Aldo Ascoli was Commander of the Italian naval base at Rhodes. 
Admiral Paolo Maroni commanded the Italian fleet in the Balearic 
area. Admiral Umbeno Pugliese designed most of the warships 
of the Italian Navy. His first vessel, which he designed at the age 
of 27, revolutionized naval construction. He was called not long 
ago to salvage the ba~tleships Julius Caesar and 'Conte di Cavour. 

Since, the Risorgimento Jews. have also played an important 
part in Italian political life. Isaac Artom, the first Jew to sit in 

• 

Parliament, was secretary and close friend of Cavour. After 
Cavour's death, he helped shape the political course of Italy. Isaac 
Pesaro Marogenato was Minister of Finance of the Venetian Re· 
public in 1848, Sansone d'Ancona held the same post in Tuscany 
in 1859. Luigi Luzatti, who was Minister of the Treasury five 
times, became Premier of Italy in 1911. Sydney Sonnino, founder 
of ll Gornale d'ltalia, was twice Prime Minister (1906, 1909), as 
well as Foreign Secretary from 1914 to 1919, and one of the signers 
of the Versaille Treaty. Piazza Sonnino was named in his honor. 
(Early in 1942 the name of the square was changed to Piazza Orso 

degli Anguillara.) General Guiseppe Ottolenghi was Minister of 
War in 1902-1903, while Ernesto Nathan held the post of Lord 
Mayor of Rome from 1907-1913. Ainong many other Italian Jews 
who held important political posts "1e find Leone Wollemberg, 
Minister of Finance; Francesco Tedesco, Minister of Labor and 
Finance; Giacomo Malvano, Under Secretary of State and Minister 
to Tokyo; Gabriele Pincherle, chai1·man of the Council of State; 
Ludovico Mortara, Minister of State, Justice and Education; 
Leopold Franchetti, governor of Italian Eritrea, together with a 
score of Senators. 

II. Imported Racialism 

In Italy proper there were 57,000 Jews.in 1939. with the great-
• 
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est concentration in Ro1ne (13,700), Milan (7,500}, Trjeste (4,500), 
Turin (3,786), Florence (2,8oo), Genoa (2,700), and Veni~e 
(2,000). Their occupational distribution showed that over 50 
percent belonged to the middle classes, while the rest were made 
up of white collar employees and laborers. 

Not until open collaborati~n with .Hitler did the Italian gov
er11ment officially launch the anti-Semitic policy which beca1ne 
a cornerstone of the Axis structure. Mussolini's ''race-conscious
ness'' has been traced to the very beginnings of his Fascist career · 
via a speech to the Party Congress in Rome in November 1921: 

. 
• 

- ''I wish to say that Fascism is preoccupied with the solution 
of race. Fascists should ·concern themselves with the salvation 
of the race through which. history is made." 

Later, however, his violent denials of racist or anti-Semitic 
tendencies rang loud throughout the world. The absen.ce of of
ficial anti-Semitism in Italy was loudly trumpeted in Regime Fas
cis!a. and guaranteed, in the language of the Fascist press, by ''the 
outstanding and truly humane personality. of Mussolini himself." 
The first definite symptoms of a new policy appeared in 1936, in 
connection ~ith the creation of the World Jewish Congress in 
Geneva, when Regime Fascista, Corriere della Sera and other Fas
cist p~pers violently attacked the Italian delegation to the Con
gress. Roberto Farinacci wrote: 

''International Jewry is anti-Fascist. Never has a Jew uttered 
a wo1·d· of admiration or gratitude for Fascism." 

'Jews were blamed for the sanctions imposed upon Italy by the 
League of Nations during the Ethiopian war. Maurizio Rothschild 
of Florence was branded ''this French Jew who has financed all the 
anti-Fascist movements and offered magnificent aid to the brigand 
Haile Selassie." The Zionist movement also came under heavy 
attack. It was called ''a myth not· only contrary to, but diamet-

• 
rically opposed to the developments and postulates Qf Italian 
policy in the Mediterranean and the East." It was also said to be 
''an instrument of British domination in the Eastern Mediter-

• 

ranean'' and ''a challenge to the Arabs and Islam, with whom 
Italy, especially after the conquest of Abyssinia and the deliver· 

• 
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ance of Ethiopian Moslems .from the yoke of the Negus, is on cor
dial te,,ns." The Moslem policy, based on Mussolini's imperialist 
ambitions, may have helped appreciably to kindle the fla11,es of 

• 

official anti-Semitism in Italy. 
If the anti-Semitic press campaign in 1936 was intended as a 

feeler, the wave of protests it produced should have discouraged 
11 Duce. For a short time it did look as though he were hading 
down. In 1937 a government spokesman declared that ''the articles 
which have appeared in the newspapers are the personal opinions 
of their editors and do not have government support in any 

• 

way." At about the same time Fulvio Suvich, the Italian Ambas-
sador to the United States, assured Dr. Stephen S. Wise that the1e 
would be ''no change in the attitude of the Government towards 

• 

the Jews in Italy .... The Jews of Italy, though few in number, 
occupy a high and distinguished place in Italy, and that place 
will remain secure and undisturbed." 

When anti-Semitism became, in Mussolini's own words, ''a 
matter of political strategy," these declarations and denials were 
thrown overboard, and ·Italian officialdom, though perhaps a 
little gingerly, rolled up its sleeves and set to work. On the gov
ernment's orders, a manifesto was drawn up qy ten Italian 
professors which prepared the ''ideological'' ground for anti
Jewish legislation. On the basis of this document, the Fascist 
Grand Council on October 6, 1938 drew a blueprint for the anti
J ewish laws. 

The groundwork h_ad been prepared a few weeks earlier and 
concerned at the outset foreign Jews only. By order of the Italian 
Minister of Education on August 3, 1938, foreign Jewish students 
were· barred from all Italian schools. On September 7th, foreign 
Jews who had settled in Italy after January 1, 1919 were ordered 
to leave the country and their settlement in Italy and the Dodeca
nese Islands was henceforth forbidden. For purposes of this law, 
a Jew was defined as such if he. descended from two Jewish parents 

· regardless of the religion which he professed. By the same act, 
Jews who were naturalized after January 1, 191·9 were deprived 
of their Italian citizenship and designated as aliens. 

The first blow was thus dealt at the expense of Italy's 7,77, 
' 

foreign Jews, the majority of whom (some 6,000) were refugees 

' 
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from Ge11,,any. Many of these were not able to emigrate legally 
and found haven in France or Switzerland only after a hazardous 
trip across the Alps. ,By the end of 1941, according to the Stefani 
news agency, there were still 3,674 foreign Jews in Italy. This 
number may be explained by a provision in the law. for the De
fense of the Italian Race (issued on November 17, 19.38), accord
ing to which- fQreign Jews over 65 years of age, and those married 
to Italian citizens before October 1, 1938, could apply to be 
exempted from expulsion. 

Soon after the first blow, Italian Jews were eliminated from 
important positions in almost all branches of Italian life. The 
Defense of the Italian Race law defined the following persons as 
Jews: · 

1. Those with two parents of Jewish race even if the person 
himself belongs to another religion; 

2. Those with parents of whom one is of Jewish race and the 
other a foreigner; · · 

8· Those with a mother of Jewish race, while the father is 
unknown; 

4. Those of Italian parents one of whom is of Jewish race, if 
the person himself belongs to the Jewish religion, or is 
enrolled in the Jewish community where he has in some 
way manifested Judaism; in this last category a person is 
not considered a Jew if he belonged to another religion on 
OctoQer 1, 1938. 

At the same time, all persons of Jewish faith were ordered t~ 
register as Jews, and all official papers had to indicate the fact. 
Punishment for non-compliance was comparatively mild. Viola
tors received a jail sentence of from 8 to 10 days and paid a small 
fine. 

One of the first racial measures to follow, was the prohibition 
' 

of mixed marriages, despite the opposition of the Pope who re-
garded it. as a violation of the Concordat. Nexf the a1·med forces 
were taken in hand. Jews were eliminated from military service. 
Jewish officers, non-commissioned officers, and the rank and file 
in all branches of military service were dismissed. However, dis
charged officers wete granted certain indemnities and could retain 
their rank and unifor1n if authorized to do so by the command
ing officer. 

. . 

Soon thereafter, it was announced that Admiral Paolo Maroni 
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had been replaced by Ad111iral Aianone di Savoia, the Duke of 
Spoleto. Rather than face retirement, many a proud Jewish of
ficer sought death. Colonel Seg1e of the first Jegiment of _a1tillery 
in Vercelli, shot himself after having been asked to 1csign ho11a 
the a111ay. So did Colonel Ascoli, kinsanan of Admiral Aldo Ascoli, 
who was also dismissed as Co1Q1nander-in-Chief of the Italian 
squadron at Rhodes. Colonel Ascoli was permitted to 1,,ake a 
farewell speech to his regiment. As he finished speaking, he cov
ered his face with the 1egimental ftag and shot himself dead before 

• 

the eyes of his men. 
A few months after the elimination of Jews from the a1 a11y, it 

was reported that many Jewish officers were being called bad to 
the colors. They included mainly doctors, engineers, and a number 
of infantry officers. · 

· In -the cultural sphere, an Italian educational law provided 
that Jews be excluded from teaching and other positions in any 
schools or educational institutions attended by non-Jewish stu
dents. They could no longer be members of academies and associa
tions of science and art. Jewish students also were banned from 
schools attended by the newly created Italian Aryans. Exceptions 
were made for students of Jewish race who were of Catholic faith, 

· but only in .elementary and secondary schools under ecclesiastic 
authority; and temporarily, for Italian and foreign Jewish students 
already in attendance at an institution of higher lea111ing. Seg1e
gated elementary schools for Jewish children were to be opened in 
localities with not less than 10 children, but secondary schools had 
to be established by the Jewish communities. A decree forbidding 
Jews to exercise the function of a guardian or trustee of a non
.Jewis~ minor, also provided that a parent of Jewish race could be 
deprived of paternal authority over children belonging to another 
religion ''if he should impart to them an education not in hat tnon}· 
with ... national ai1aas." , · 

Under the Fascist educational laws, some 200 famous profes
sors were ousted. They included: Carlo Foa, professor of physi
ology at Milan; Guiseppe Levi, anatomy (Turin); Rome lost five 
of her important scholars: Frederigo Enriques, mathematics; Ales· 
sandro della Seta, archaeology; Roberto Almagia, geography; Um
berto Cassuto and Mario Donati, surgery. Pale1mo discha1ged 



• 

\ 

Maurizio Ascoli, director of medical clinics; Pisa lost Cesare Sacer
dotti in pathology. There were many others. Professor Mauricio 
Pincherle of the University of Bologna, president of the Interna
tional School of Pediatrics, committed suicide sl1ortly after the 
laws went into effect, as did Dr. Angelo F. Formiggini, a leading 
Roman publisher and editor of the Italian Who's Who, the bibli
ographical magazine, L'ltalia che Scrive, and the Encyclopedia of 
Encyclopedias. Fo1miggini leaped to his death from the Ghirlan
dina tower in his native city of Modena. A number of ousted 
scholars found positions and refuge in the Vatican. 

In Italian schools, the use of textbooks by authors or co-authors 
of Jewish descent was prohibited. By September 1942, the Italian 
government had introduced the Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
as an obligatory text for all. Italian schools. The Protocols were 
adapted for use in the school 5¥Stem by the Italian ''race expert," 

• 
Giovanni Preziosi. By order of the Ministry ot Popular Culture, 
publishers were forbidden to print Italian t1anslations of foreign 
books by Jewish authors. At that time (1938), books by Italian 
Jews cquld still be published, bu.t booksellers were instructed not 
to display them prominently. On ·the other hand, Jewish artists 
were banned from La Scala Opera and the Italian theatres; Jews 
were also excluded from participation in all athletic exhibitions. 
Early in 1942, a ban was imposed on the sale of musical,recordings 
composed, conducted, or perfo1·med by Jewish musicians. 

• 

In the political field, Jews were declared ineligible for member
ship in the Fascist party and were ousted from all governmental 

. and administrative posts. Exceptions were made· for veteran party 
comrades or families of those who had died for the Fascist cause. 
For the rest, there followed elimination from the civil or military 
administration of the state, provinces and municipalities; from 
all public institutions and affiliated organizations; also from all 
city enterprises, quasi-state agencies, public works, agencies acting 

, 

under public law, and.public banks: . 
In economic life, the law for the Defense of the Italian Race 

left Jews very little leeway. It banned Jews from the ownership, 
management or control of city enterprises concerned with the 
defen~e of the nation (and later Jews were completely barred from 
the a11na111ent industry), or from employing more than 100 per-

• 
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sons. Jews were forbidden to take employment as salesmen, ap
p1 aisers, canvassers, or to act as middlemen. They were ba11·ed. 
from the stock exchange and from the administration of private 
insurance companies. Jewish firms, even those large concerns in 
the hands of Aryan trustees, were denied the necessary import 
licenses. Jews were also barred from wholesale trade. Those still 
engaged in the fe:w open fields ~f commerce, were hit by the 
measure providing that Aryans leaving Jewish enterprises before 
the end of 1943 were entitled to the full compensation provided by 
law for dismissed employees. Another measure provided that 
Italian enterprises could not dismiss any non-Jewish employee as 
long as they employed a single Jewish worker. Jews were no longer 
pe11nitted to own land valued at mo~e than 5,000 lire or urban, 
real estate at 20,000 lire. An Institute for the Administration and 
Liquida~ion of Immovable Propefty was established for the acqui
sition, administration and sale of property in excess of the fixed_ 
amounts. Heavy restrictions were also introduced in the profes-

• 

sions. Jews were forbidden to act as notaries. In law, medicine, 
engineering, chemistry and agriculture, those few who belonged 
to the exempt categories could continue their normal activities, 
but the rest had to confine their practice exclusively to Jews. All 
association between Jewish and non-Jewish professionals was 
strictly forbidden. Jewish journalists could exercise their profes
sions only if they belonged to the exempt categories. 

The only measure of actual confiscation in Italy was the requi
sitioning of all gold, silver, copper and other metal articles in the 
possession of the synagogues. In August 1942, the Rome radio 
appealed· to Italians in Egypt not to buy any Jewish property, 
because a victorious Axis would gi".'e it to them gratis after the war. 
Perhaps that is the answer. 

On May 6, 1942, forced labor for Jews was introduced. How
ever, the order also applied to Italians unable to bear a11ns, and 

· was generally regarded as a substitute for military service. All Jews 
from the ages of 18 to 55 were subject to this ''civilian mobiliza
tion." Those who failed to comply were subject to trial by military 
tribunals. 

Within three weeks after the publication of the order, 5,000 
Jews were mobilized for forced labor on railroads in Brescia and 

• 
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Perugia, road construction in Central Italy, and waterways in the 
provinces of Rome, Rovigo; and Verona. A few weeks later, 5,000 
more Jews were doing agricultural work in ·the vicinity of Rome. 
In the province of Bologna all· Jews-were drafted and sent to work 
in industrial plants. Jews from Genoa, Milan, Naples and Turin 
were employed on Adriatic coastal fortifications. At first the labor 
camps for Jews were under the supervision of civilian guards. 
These were soon replaced by Italian soldiers, however, because , 
they had become too friendly with the laborers. Some 400 Jewish 
doctors and soo engineers were exempted from forced labor for 
more urgent service on the home front. This was not entirely 
gratifying to Fascist zealots who, in a nine-point memorandum 
dat~d as late as June 14, 1943, demanded the ''severe and universal 
application of the law of compulsory labor." They also asked that 
''in applying this legislation more care should be taken to dis
tinguish between such negative elements as Jews and criminals 
deflected to labor battalions, and those other .Italians conscripted 
under the war effort.'' 

As in Germany, a law concerning surnames was introduced. 
Jews who had I talianized their names were ordered to resume 
their original Jewish surnames. Italian citizens with a Jewish 
father and non-Jewish mother, who professed the mother's faith, 
were pe1initted to apply for the substitution of the mother's non
Jewish maiden name in place of the father's. The same law also 
contained a provision nullifying any condition in a will making 
an inheritance or legacy dependent upon the heir or legatee adher
ing to or not abandoning the Jewish faith. An exception was made 
where the beneficiaries were children of two Jewish parents. 

Jews were also prohibited from employing Italian citizens of 
.Aryan race as domestic servants. Shortly after this measure was 
published, the Italian Ministry of Interior issued the following 
instruction: ''It is advisable to pe1tnit the hiring of Aryan nurses 
by Jewish families in which children are considered Aryan by law 
so that the children may be entrusted to the Aryan maids or 
nurses.'' · 

Public worship and the activities of the Jewish communities 
continued under certain restrictions. The Union of Jewish Com
munities, headed by Dante Alamansi with Aldo Ascoli as vice-

• 
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president, and with the active cooperation of the Chief k.c:1bbi of 
Rome, Professor Ignazio Zolli, faced many difficult problems. One 
of these was the trend toward conversion. Some 5,000 Jews were 
said to have embraced Catholicism, counting upon protection 
from the Vatican. A much greater number (10,000) emigrated over
seas. The 47,000 Jews who remained in Italy carried on with at 
least tacit sympathy from the majority of the Italian people. The 
Jewish community in Italy even provided a haven for 5,000 Jews 
who escaped the Pavelitch reign of terror in Croatia. Many were 
said to have been , aided across the border by Italian soldiers. 
Qualified artisans .among them were permitted to work, while 
those who could not prove that they were able to earn a livelihood 
were interned in camps. The latter sh_ared the fate of some 1,000 
Jewish ''enemy aliens'' living in three internment camps. But these 
camps were in no way comparable to their counterparts in Ger
many or in Laval-ruled France. 

• 

Ill. Defunct Empire 
In August 1942, the Italian racial laws, which originally con

cerned only Italian (metropolitan) Jews in Italy, Libya and other 
colonies, with the exception of Ethiopia, were extended to native 
Libyan Jews. Libyan and Italian Jews in Libya were declared sub
ject to forced labor under the civilian mobilization law. Libyan 
Jews were prohibited to expon or import merchandise without 
special authorization from the governor. During the British offen
sive in the wi_nter of 1942, because they were ''suspected of pro
British activities," Libyan Jews were forbidden to leave their 
homes between 4 P.M. and 6 A.M. In the summer of that year, a 
Governor's order introduced public flogging of Jews accused of 
''anti-state activities," in addition to imprisonment and confisca
tion of their propeny. One of the first to be tried under the new 
decree was a 60 year old Jewish merchant who was sentenced to 25 
strokes, three years' imprisonment and a fine of 5,000 lire. Early 
_in 1943, new restrictions were imposed upon the Jews of the van
ishing Italian empire. They were forbidd~n to keep Moslem ser
vants as a parting appeasement gesture of the Italian administra
tion towards the Arabs. The German farewell to her ally's empire 
consisted in staging a pogrom before evacuating Tripoli. The 
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Jewish Community elders, along with 162 other Jews, were shot 
down during the night before General Montgomery took the city. 
According to the report of the Jewish chaplain of the Eighth 

I 

Anny, the victorious Allied troops which occupied Tripoli found 
1,400 Jews of that city employed at forced. labor, while another 
3,000 Jews of Cyrenaica were locked in a conc;entration camp at 
Giado, 100 miles southwest of Tripoli. Of _these, 318 had perished 
from typhus and starvation. 

Italys policy in the European territory which she occupies, has 
not been the sa1ne everywhere. In occupied French te11·itory, the 
Italian co1nmandant abolished the yellow ~adge for Jews, prob
ably because it was not provided for by Italian law. At the same 
time, a curfew from 6 P.M. to 7 A.M. was ordered for the Jews of 

• 
Nice, while 200 Jews of Corsica were a11ested and allegedly de-
ported to the Italian Tyrol for conducting anti-Italian activities. 
On the other hand, the entire Jewish population of Albania, con
sisting of 300 fa1nilies, of whom 100 were refugees from Ge1many, 

··was ordered into a ghetto in Tirana. 
• 

• 

IJ'. Church and the Italian People 
Back in January 1939, Roberto Farinacci. complained that he 

could not understand the attitude of the Catholic Church toward 
the Jewish problems. What he had in mind were such pronounce
ments as the following which had appeared, in July 1938, in the 
Vatican organ, Osservatore Romano: 

' . 
''Toward the Israelites we are not only ~xtremely anti

Christian and anti-civil, but inhuman .... Pro aganda against 
Jews assumes, wherever it is organized and ed, proportions 
unworthy of twenty centuries of Christian civilization." 

• 

To a group of missionary students, Pope Pius XI said: ''We 
must ask why Italy unfortunately has conceived the need of 
imitating Germany," and ''it is forgotten that all human beings 
are but one great universal human race." To which Mussolini 
replied at a meeting in Forli: · 

''You must know and let everyone know that in the racial 
question we shall go straight ahead. To say Fascism has 
imitated anyone or anything is simply absurd." 

• 
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Anti-Seaaaitism remained a bone of contention and the Vatican 
• 

continued the fight. ''Racialism," said the Pope, ''concerns a 
great and serious error which reaches the steps of the altar touch
ing Catholic doctrines.'' When Cardinal Schuster of Milan was 

• 

bitterly attacked by the Fascist press for denouncing the Axis doc-
trines as ''an international danger," the Pope hastened to declare: 
'

1Recently in Milan the Cardinal Archbishop delivered a speech 
which corresponds exactly to his pastoral duties.'' Disregarding the 
Fascist attacks upon his person, Cardinal Schuster continued to 
speak to both the Italian and German people over the Vatican 
radio: 

''From a religious point of view and politically as well, Italy 
• has no need to borrow either her creed or her social order 

from other peoples and civilizations."' 

The bishops of Rome, Turin, Milan, Trieste, Fiume and 
Padua joined their voices in protest against the persecution of 
Jews. This action was branded by the Regime Fascista, which 

• 

lamented that ''the Church's obstruction of the practical solution 
. of the Jewish problem constitutes a aime against the new 

E.urope.'' These threats did not frighten the Archbishop of Rome 
who, in May 1943, openly protested against seizure of Jewish 
schools and prayer houses to shelter bombed-out Italians. The 
Bishop pointed out that there were many other buildings avail
able for that purpose without interfering with the Jewish religion. 

Although the Italian government bowed to German pressure 
by introducing anti-Jewish laws, the people of Italy have never 
really swallowed the imported concoction. Last summer there were 
pro-Jewish demonstrations at the railway stations of Rome, Milan 
and other Italian cities, in connection with the departure of Jews 
for forced labor. The Fascist press itself was unwittingly the best 
mirror of the real feelings of the Italian people. Regime Fascista 
accused the Italian aristocracy .of pro-Jewish sympathies and de
manded that the guilty be treated as Jews. Speaking in Milan, 
Roberto Farinacci stated that ''a true· Christian does not need • 
to consult the pseudo-Catholic p~pers'' (m.eaning O~servatore 
Romano). Fascist functionaries were exhorted to· show greater 
severity in dealing with Jews and to denounce any Italian ''who 
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lacks the courage to break with the Jews.'' This ''lack of courage'' 
was even. observed in the a1 aoed forces. It was reported that in 
Albania, 45 Italian officers and soldiers were tried for having 
freed several hundred Yugoslav Jews from a concentration cainp. 

In an effort to win over the people to Nazi-inspired racialism, 
a great propaganda appa1atus was set up. In addition to anti
semitic and racist papers and periodicals, quasi-scientific ''Insti
tutes for Study of Anti-Semitism'' have been organized at the 
Universities of Padua, Florence and Trieste. With the active co
operation of the Ministry of Popular . Culture, these institutes 
published a periodical info11nation sheet and organized lectures 
on Jewish problems. But Regime Fascista whined that these ••re
search'' centers were not doing so well because ''there are few 

• 
students of this burning question and there is a dearth of anti-

• 

Semitic 1,1aterial 'in Italy:• 

On July 25, 1943, Mussolini was forced to resign, and the ex
ternal trappings of the Fascist order were hastily removed. On 

• 

August 1, 1943, the Berne corresp>ndent of the New York Times 
reported that Marshal Badoglio had ''voided the application of . 
the Nuremberg anti-Jewish laws in Italy, and ordered the imme
diate release of 12,000 persons in concentration caaups or jails for 
the 'a·iine' of being a Jew or refusing to divorce a Jewish wife.". 
Another ·decree, according to the same dispatch, ''restored Italian 
citizenship to 'all those who have lost that designation under the 
racial laws'." This report has not yet been officially confirmed. 
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Some 3,000,000 Jews of Europe have perished since the wa1· 

began four years ago. In the areas occupied or dominated by the 
Axis, there now remain a little over 3,300,000 Jews, compared to 
the fo1mer Jewish population of 8,300,000. Some 1,Soo,000 have 
been evacuated into the interior of the Soviet Union, and about 
180,000 have emigrated. But 3,000,000 are dead. They have been 
destroyed by deliberate means: by planned starva~ion, forced 
labor, deportation, pogrom and methodical murder in· the Ger
man-run exte1 mination centers of Eastern Europe. 

In Poland, with a pre-war Jewish population of 3,300,000, 
• 

probably no· less than 1,600,000 Jews have been exterminated. 
About 500,000 escaped or were evacuated into the Soviet Union, 
lelving no more than 1,200,000 Polish Jews in that country today. 
In the occupied parts of the Soviet Union, where there were some 
2,100,000 Jews in 1939; there are now only about 400,000, of whom 
a large proportion are deportees from other parts of Europe. In 
Rumania, which had a Jewish population of about 850,000, some 
230,000 have perished. The province of Bessarabia, which fo11nerly 

• • 

· had a dense Jewish settlement, now has no Jews; Bukovina has 

• 

only 15,000 left. . 
Of 525,000 Jews living in Germany.when Hitler came to power, 

only some 5,000 still remain. About 75,000 perished in the course 
of deportation; some 25,000 were killed or committed suicicle; 
furthe1·n1ore, there has been a so-called ''natural'' surplus oti 
deaths over births amounting to 50,000. Some 75,000 German Jews 
may yet be alive in the ghettos and labor camps of Poland and 
occupied Soviet territory, while some 10,000 others are still in 
France, Belgium and Holland, awaiting deportation to the East. 
About 285,000 German Jews, or only a little more than half, found 
refuge by emigration. In Austria, perhaps 8,000 Jews remain of 
170,000 who lived there in 1938. About 25,000 have perished. 

In Lithuania, there are no· more than 30,000 of the 145,000 

• 
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Jews in the country when the war began; less than 10 percent of 
the missing 115,000 made good their escape to the Soviet Union; 
the remainder were· slain. The-· sa1ne picture holds·· for Latvia, 
where some· 65,000 of;~e 95,000· Jews· of· 19!9 have been· exter
minated, and only about 15,000 escaped to Russia. 

The manner in which 3,000,000 European Jews have lost their 
lives since the outbreak of the war is indicated in Table III. Some 
1,700,000 were victims of organized 11,assacres and pogroms, con
ducted for the most part under official Ge11nan supervision, with 
the aid of satellite police and troops. The ''spontaneous'' pogroms 
which came in the immediate wake of Getman occupation in 
Eastern and Southern Europe, later gave way to methodical exter
mination in accordance with official Gertnan orders. 

Starvat_ion and its consequences have accounted for about 
750,000 Jewish lives since the war began. This estimate is con
servative, for in Warsaw, during 1941 alone, there perished of 
''natural'' causes no less than 47,000· Jews, or nearly 10 percent of 
the total Jewish population. Conditions were then considerably 

• 

better than in the interval that has since passed. Food rations, 
although small, were far better than now, and food packages :were 
still being received from abroad. Even assuming, however, that the 
''natural'' death rate in Poland has not risen above the 1941· figure, 
and that in other countries it has been considerably lower, 7 50,000 
Je'\Y'ish deaths fro111 starvation and its attendant diseases, since Sep
tember -1, 1939,.would seem to be-;the minimum figure. 

Deportations have taken nearly 350,000 additional Jewish lives. 
A high German official admitted that 30 percent of the deportees 
died en route to their destination, but since Jews have been re
peatedly deported and re-deported from one locality to another, 
the percentage of casualties would reach at least 50 percent. 

Only about 8 percent of the Jewish dead have fallen in actual 
warfare. The others died because they were Jews. 

The economic destruction of European Jewry is virtually com
plete. With a few exceptions, notably in Hungary and Italy, all 
the property owned by Jews has been confiscated. Homes, per
sonal belongings, small stores and artisan shops alike have been 
seized, together with larger enterprises whose stockholders were 
Jewish. The pretense that Jewish owners would be compensated 

• 
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out of the proceeds of ''Aryanization'' sales was abandoned long 
ago. The Jews have been totally pauperized. Some 800,000 com
mercial e~1terprises, large and s1nall, and about 500,000 artisan 
shops, plants and factories have been confiscated. Table IV rel> 
resents -only part of the aggregate property loss suffered by the 
Jewish population. It does not include the value of Jewish mm
munal property which has been seized or destroyed. 

Jews have been driven out of the professions, where 1l1ey we1·t: 
• 

fo11nerly some 100,000 strong. With the exception of the few Jew-
ish doctors who are still pe1mitted to care for the Jewish sick, the 
vast majority of Jewish doctors, as well as the educators, engineers, 
lawyers and other professionals have been assigned to heavy 
manual labor in work ca1nps managed by the Gestapo and its satel
lite counterparts. Even the craftsmen who were employed by the 
Ge1mans during the· first two years of war have since, for the most 
part, been herded together with the others into forced labor gangs. 
Thus the whole Jewish population, or rather the fraction that is 
still alive, has been reduced to one shapeless mass of Axis slave 
labor. . . 

• 

Finally, for the 3,300,000 who may still be alive, even the 
spiritual consolation of their faith and their way of life has been 
ruthlessly assaulted. Their schools have been closed down, their 
libraries, museums and other cultural treasures plundered, their 
synagogues destroyed or desecrated. And with each day of continu
ing w~r, the threat of total exter1nination, so often voiced by Hi"tler 
and his lieutenants, comes closer to fulfillment . 

• 

• 
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TABLE L ·· 
• 

BALANCE OF THEJEWISH POPULATION IN AXIS 

EUROPE ACCORDING TO COUNTRIES 
' SEPTEMBER 1939 • SEPTEMBER 1945 

Number of Jews 

Countries. 
• 

1939 . 

Ger111any ......... -. . . . . 215,000 
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,300,000 
U.S.S.R. (occupied areas) 2, 100,000 
Lithuania . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145,000 
Latvia ................ . 
Austria ............... . 
Rumania ............. . 
Yugoslavia ............ . 
Greece ................ . 
Belgium .............. . 
Holland .............. . 
France : .............. . 
Czechoslovakia . . . . . . . . . 

(a) Protectorate ..... . 
(b) Slovakia . . . . . . . . . 
(c) Sub-Carpathian 

Ruthenia ...... . 
Italy ................. . 
Danzig ............... . 
Estonia ............... . 
Norway ............... . 
Denmark ............. . 
Finland ............... . 
Bulgaria .............. . 
Hungary .............. . 
Luxembourg . . . . . . . .. . . . 

95,000 
55,000 

850,000 
75,000 
75,000 

100,000 
150,000 
320,000 
315,000 

( 8o,ooo) 
(135,000) 

(100;000) 
57,000 

500 
5,000 
2,000 
8,000· 
2,000 

50,000 
400,000 

5,000 

TOTAL . • . • • • . • • . . . . 8,324,500 

-

• 

5,000 
1,400,0001 

400,ooo2 
. 
30,000 
15,000 
8,000 

430,0008. 
20,0004 

45,000 
20,000 

Gross Loss 

210,000 
-1,goo,000 
-1,700,000 

115,000 
- . Sd,ooo 

47,000 
- 420,000 

55,000 -
-
-

30,000 
8o,ooo 

40,000 - 110,000 
200,0005 - 120,000 
185,000 - 130,000 

( go,ooo )6 ( 50,000) 
. ( 55,ooo)T ( 80,000) 

( 100,000)8 
47,000 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

6,000 
1,8oo 

50,000 
400,0008 

200 

3,303,000 

- . . . , 

• • • • 

- 10,000 
-
-
-
-
-

-

500 
5,000 
2,000 
2,000 

200 
• • • • 

• • • • 

4,800 

- 5,021,500 

• 



NOTES ON TABLE I . 

• . 

The countries are all considered according to their pre-,var boundaries for pur
poses of comparison. Consequently, the figures for the Jewish population in 
1943 are according to the old boundaries. Jews are regarded as such according 
to their religion. . 

1. Actually, there remain no more than 1,200,000 Polish Jews, but we have 
added 200,000 of the surviving deportees. from Central and Western Europe. 

2. In the occupied Soviet areas only 250,000 local Jews ;tre left, but we have 
added some 150,000 surviving deportees from Rumania (to Transnistria) · and 
from other European countries. 

3. Present-day Rumania has only 270,000 Je,vs, but we have added 16o,ooo 

Jews who live in the Hungarian annexed parts of Transylvania . 

• 

4. There are practically no Jews in present-day Yugoslavia, but we have in-
cluded Jews from the area which was tramferred to Hungary (15,000) and those 
who fled to ltaI·ian occupied territories (5,000). . 

. ' 

5. Only 175,000 of the pre-,var Fre_nch Jews remain, but the influx in 1940 of 
10,000 Belgian and 5,000 Dutch refugees, plus 10,000 deportees from the Pala
tinate, brings the total to 200,000. · 

6. Including the Je,vs in the ghetto-fortress of Terezfn. 

7. Slovakia is undei:stoo.d as the administrative unit which existed before 
Munich. Of these 55,000 Je,vs, only 1.0,000 are in ''independent'' Slovakia, but 
we have added the 45,000 that went, after the cession of Western Slovakia, to 
Hungary. 

• 

8. Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia was incorporated in Hungary and the number of 
Jews there probably reinained intact. 

g. To the number of Jews in Hungary within its old boundaries must be added 
some 12,500 refugees. A considerable number of refugees from Slovakia, Poland, 
Romania and Yugoslavia fled to Hungary. On the other hand, some 20,000-

30,000 were deported, including 10,000 Hungarian citizens. The total Je,vish 
population in the actual frontiers of Hungary is 412,500 plus 100,000 -(Sub
Carpathian _Ruthenia) plus 45,000 (\Vestern Slovakia) plus 1~..000 ·(Transyl. 
vania) plus 15,000 (Banat), making a total of nearly 750,000. · · 

• • 
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TABLED. 

ANALYSIS OF DEFICIT BY COUNTRIES 

Countries 

Germany ....... . 

Poland ......... . 

"lJ .S.S.R ......... . 

Lithuania ....... . 

Latvia .......... . 

Austria ......... . 

Rumania ....... . 

Yugoslavia ...... . 

Greece ......... . 

Belgium ........ . 

Holland ........ . 

France ......... . 

Czechoslovakia .. . 
(a) Protectorate 
(b) Slovakia .. . 

Italy ........... . 

Danzig ......... . 

Estonia ......... . 

Norway ......... . 

Denmark ....... . 

Finland ........ . 

Luxembourg .... . 

Displacement2 of Survivors 

. Deported 
. Evacuated8 to 

Gross or Eastern Balance, 
Lossi · Emigrated Europe: Dead 

210,000 

2,100,000 

1,850,000 

115,000 

80,000 

47,000 

420,000 

55,000 
. 30,000 

. 80,000 

110,000 

120,000 

130,000 

• 

( 50,000) 
( 80,000) 

10,000 

500 

5,000 

2,000 

2,000 · 

200 

4,800 

• 

25,000 

500,0004 

1,200,0005 

10,0006 

15,0006 

17,ot>o 

100,0006 
• 

8,000 

3,000 

25,000 

25,000 

30,000 

18,000 
( 8,000) 
(10,000) 

10,000 

• • • 

2,0006 

600 

2,000 

200 

4,800 

75,000 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

12,000 

8,500 

25,000 

40,000 

34,000 
• 

47,500 
(15,000) 
(32,500) 

• • • • 

• • • 

600 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

110,000 

1,000,000 

650,000 

105,000 

65,000 

19,500 

227,500 

35,ooo 

18,500 

30,000 

45,000 

56,000 

64,500 
(27,000) 
(37,500) 

\ 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

TOTAL ....... 5,371,500 1,995,600 345,850 3,030,050 
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NO'fES ON TABLE O • 
• 

• 

1. The apparent dilfcrc,ace in g,ou lou for Poland and the Soviet Union be· 
tween the figures given in Tables I and II.. is due 10 the inclusion in the 1943 
column in Table I, of dcp>rtecs who arrived there since the outbreak of war . 

• 

1. This column docs not include the forced displacc•••cnt of Jewish popula· 
tions that has taken place within the ]>oundarics of the respective states. 

3. These figures .refer mainly to Jews "in fo1mer Soviet-controlled areas who 
were evacuated by the Soviet government into t!M: inte1ior. The total n11mber 

• 
who succeeded in e,11igrating overseas or in finding shelter in neutral ex>un· 
tries of Europe amounts to some 18o,ooo since the outb1eak of the war. 

4. Deported and evacuated from Soviet-occupied te11itories to the interior of 
the Soviet Union prior to and since the outbreak of the R11sso-Ge1man war. 
From the German-occupied areas, only an insignificant number .succcuJed in 

• • • 
escaping. 

• 

5. Evacuated by the Soviet authorities into the R•·ssian interior. 

6. Evacuated by the Soviet authorities at the outbreak of the Russo-Ge. man 
war. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



TABLE m. 
HOW THEY DIEDt 

Countries 

Total 
Number· 
of Dead 

Germany . . . . 1 10,000 

Poland . . . . . . 1,600,000 

U.S.S.R ..... . 

Lithuania ... . 

Latvia ...... . 

· Austria ..... . 

Rurnania ... . 

Yugoslavia .. . 

Greece ...... . 

Belgium .... . 

Holland .... . 

France ...... . 

Czechoslovakia 
(a) Protec

torate 
(b) Slovakia 

Danzig ..... . 

Estonia ..... . 

Norway ..... . 

• 

650,000 

105,000 

65,000 

19,500 
• 

227,500 

35,000 

18,500 

• 

• 

30,000 

45,000 

56,000 

64,500 

(27,000) 
(37,500) 

250 

3,000 

8oo 

By Exterm.ination 

Organized 
Murder 

Starva- Killed in 
Deporta- tion, . Actual 

tion2 Epidemics Warfare 

'15,ooo8 7 5,000 

1,000,0004 

375,000 

100,000 

62,000 

1,5oo8 

125,000 

15,000 

2,000 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

10,500 

12,000 

25,000 

40,000 

20,000 

500,000 

150,000 

5,000 

3,000 

10,000 

5,000 

6~000 

5,000 

5,000 
' 2,000 34,000 15,000 

2 ,000 4 7,500 15,000 

(2,000)8 (15,000) (10,000) 
. . (32,500} ( 5,000) 

• • • • 

3,000 • • • • 

• • 6oo 200 

• 

• 

• 

-
' • • 

100,~ 

125,0008 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3,000 

2,000 

• • 

• • 

5,000 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 



NOTES ON TABLE m. 

1. 'l'his table deals with the total number of Jews who have perished, while 
the deficit column of Table I is concerned with the gross deaease in the Jewish 
population of each country. 

1. One-half of all aeportees are reckos1ed as victims. This column lists the 
victims only. The official German figures admit that up to so percent of the 
deportees die en route (Report of .Oberstu11nfuelrrer Hiegs to l:limmler). The 
condition&,. at the places of destination are deliberately aimed to make sur
vival difficult. Some twenty percent of the deportees wh(! a11ive at their destina-
tion should be reckoned as victims. · · 

3. Refers to victims in concentration camps, mercy killings, and suicides 
after •989· 

4. Including victims of internal deportations. 

5. Of these, 6s.ooo Jews perished in air raids and artillery bombardment during 
the war. Of the 87.000 killed in action, s2.ooo were killed on the battlefields 
during the first three weeks of the war. Some 5,000 have since perished as 
guerrillas. No attempt is made here to estimate the number killed in the last 
battles which took place during the liquidation of certain ghettos. 

6. Including victims of bombardments. 

• 

• 

• 
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.TABLE IV. 
• 

PROPERTY LOSSES OF EUROPEAN JEWRY (EXCLUDING 

COMMUNAL PROPERTY) IN U.S. ~OLD DOLLARS 
• 

Number ?er Capita 

Countries Year Jews Loss . Total Loss 

Get many ......... . 

Danzig ........... . 

Austria .......... . 

Protectorate . . . . . . . 

Slovakia ......... . 
• 

1933 

1933 

1938 

1939 

1959 

Rumania . . . . . . . . . 1939 
Bessarabia 8c Bukovina 
O Id Kingdoin . . . . . . . 

Yugoslavia . . . . . . . . 1940 

525,000 

10,000 

170,000 

80,000 

135,000 

330,000 
360,000 

75,000 

4,200 

940 

2,8oo 

2,8oo 
. 

940 

, 

1,985,000,oool 

6,270,0002 

4 76,000,000 

212,Soo,0008 

126,goo,ooo 
• 

1,3,250,0004 

169,200,000 

70,500,000 

Greece . . . . . . . . . . . . 1940 . 7 5,000 525 39,375,000 

Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . 1939 3,300,000 525 1,730,000,0005 

Estonia ......... 1940-1941 

Latvia .......... _ 1940-1941 

Lithuania ....... 1940-1941 

Belgium . . . . . . . . . . . 1940 

Holland . . . . . . . . . . 1940 

France . . . . . . . . . . . . 1940 

Luxembourg ...... . 

Norway .......... . 

Bulgaria ......... . 

Italy ............ . 

5,000. 940 

95,000 940 

145,000 940 

75,000 . 1,600 . 

115,000 3,950 

26o,ooo'• 1,755 

3,000•• 

2,000 

50,000 

47,000 

4,200 

4,200 

940 

• • 

TOTAL ........ , , . . . . 5,857,000 

4,700,0006 

89,300,0006 

136,000,0006 

120,000,0001 

454,000,0008 

. 456,300,0009 

12,600,000 

8,400,000 

4 7 ,000,00010 

• • • • 

6,317 ,595,000 



NOTifJJ ON TABLE IV. 

This table docs not purpon to be mathe1a,atically precise. Thus far no official 
statements on Jewish property have bee11 issued, so that other methods of 
evaluativ11 arc nccc1sary, in addition to the announcements made from time to 
time by Ge,•a,an or Ce1111an-c:ontrolled 10Urcc1 . 

• 

Three fundamental t.ypcs of pr«>1:aerty in various countries are p1aumed: the 
Polish, the Cei ,,,an. and the Slovak. For the Polish type, the average wealth 
was established with a high deg1ee of probability on the basis of a dose exam
ination of the income and property of various social strata. With regard to the 
Ce.•nan type. we used both official and private estimates of the value of Jewish· 
owned property, as well as a romparison of the taxes paid by Ge1 man and 
Polish Jews, which indicates that the per capita wealth of the Ge1111an Jews 
,vas at least eight times higher than that of Polish Jewry. For Slovakia, there 
is the official data of the government on the value of ••Aryanized'' Jewish prop
erty. The Polish type is $515 per capita; the German $4,100, the Slovak Sg.to. 
On this basis, the Jews in Nazi-controlled countries arc divided into three 
types. To the same type 'as Poland belong the Jews of Bessarabia. Bukovina 
and Greece. To the Ce1111an category belong 20 percent of the Belgian Jews, 

· 15 percent of French Jewry, all in Luxembourg, 91 percent of the Dutch. and 
all of Norway's Jews. To the Slovak type belong Danzig, Bulgaria, Old Romania, 
Yugoslavia, Est0t1ia, Latvia, Lithuania, 8o percent of the Belgian, 9 percent of 
the Dutch, and 75 pezccnt of the Fre•1ch. The Jews of the Protectorate and 
Austria have been singled out as a special type with $2,Soo as the average 
wealth. Whenever the data so obtained could be checked against the announce· 
ments of German sources. it always proved to be underestimated. (It was pos· 
sible to do so with regard to Jewish-owned property in Belgium, Holland, 
France, and Bulgari~) 

• 
The. countries of only partial confiscation of Jewish-owned property (Italy. 
Hungary) are omitted. In all dou~tful cases, minimum figures are used. 

1. 10 percent deducted, represe11ting the part of property ,vhich was probably 
saved. 

• 

2. 33 percent deducted for the same reason. 

3. 5 percent deducted as above. 

4. The property of the Jews in Bukovina and Bessarabia was completely con· 
fiscated, if not previously nationalized by the Soviet authorities, while in ·the 
Old Kingdom we assume that to date 50 percent of the property has been 
confiscated. 

. 

5. In the Eastern provinces, under the Soviet regime par.ti~ nationalized and 
later confiscated by the Gestapo . 

• 



• 

6. Nationalized under the Soviet regime and later confiscated by the Gestapo . 

• 

7. Excluding property of German refugees established in Belgium. A report of 
March, 1943, in the Brwsseler Z-ittlng put the value of Aryanized property at 
I 8 billion francs . 

• 

8. The Frankfurter Zeitung on September 6, 1941 quoted a Dutch statement to 
the effect that thus far, the value of certain property to be Aryanized was 
$250,000,000. 

Sa. Does not incl11de refugees. 
• • 

9. On March 15, 1943, Darquier de Pellepoix, the French Commis.ur Oil Jewish 
Affairs, placed the value of Jewish property at 100 billion paper francs, the 
equivalent of $2,6oo,ooo,ooo in accordance with the exchange rate of 1939, which 
has substantially decreased. 

I 
• 

, 

· 10. A Transocean report of November 21, 1942 put the Jewish property in 
Bulgaria at 8 billion levas or $g6,ooo,ooo (in accordance with the table of 
exchange published in Instructions of the Treasury Department Form ,;ooter.) 

• 

• • • 

• 

' 
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• 

• 
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1. The' War Period 

• 

On February 1, 1941 the Institute of Jewish Affairs was founded 
in New York by the World Jewish Congress and the American Jewish 
Congress 11nder the direction of Dr. Jacob Robinson with a staff of 
scholars and researchers from many Jewish centers of the world. Since 
1947 the Institute has been wholly a World Jewish Congress iostitu-
• aon. 

The object of the Institute, as formulated at the time, was to ''con
duct a thorough investigation of Jewish life during the past twenty
five years, in order to establish the facts of the present situation, de
ter1oioe its direct ai;id indirect causes, and outline suggestions on the 
basis of which the Jewish rightS may be claimed in a postwar settlement." 

Thus the Institute was to be a research body creating the scientific 
basis for the policies and activities of the Jews, in particular of the 
World Jewish Congress, for the war and postwar periods, with special 
emphasis put on a postwar program. In fact, however, the Institute of 
Jewish Affairs developed into a research and policy-suggesting body 
beyond the immediate tasks for which it was established. 

One of the basic tasks during the war was to pierce the pall en
veloping European Jewry in order to ascertain the true facts of the 
situation. To this end it devised and or · its own means and 
channels through which it received information. Sifting this intelligence 
and clearing up contradictory reports became a major task. The material 
compiled in this way constituted a source of information unavailable 
in any other place. Mention should be made, i.11., of the collection of 
anti-Jewish laws and regulations in Europe, of which considerable use 
was made after the war in the Nuremberg trials of war criminals, and 
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the files containing information on every country and region over which 
the Nazis had extended their rule. . 

[In the postwar period the archives of the Institute were expanded 
to cover information on the Jewish situation the world over and a large 
n11mber of general problems of interest to Jews.] 

To make the facts known and to bring to the Jewish and non· 
Jewish world a rea]ization of what the Nazi and Fascist domination 
meant to the Jewries of the countries involved, the Institute published 
between 1941 and 1945 a n11mber of studies, the most important of 
which were H~tler's Ten Year War on the Jews and Stllff!alron over 
Europe, which have remained up to this time standard works in this 
field. They were also used by the International Military Trib11nal in 
Nuremberg in preparation of the case against the top Nazi war crimi· 
nals. 

Parallel with the research on the Jewish situation as of that time, 
went on the planning for the postwar period. The Institute prepared 
a vast number of studies on such problems as the effect of Nazi per
secution, the methods of Nazi penetration, minority rights, Jewish 
refugees, restitution and compensation, human rights, war crimes, mi
gration, anti-Semitism, and many other vital questions.. A considerable 
number of them appeared in book form and were acclaimed by scholars 
and critics as major contributions in their respective field. Worthy of 
particular mention are: Were the Minorities Treaties a Failure?, In
demnification and Replll"ations, Relief artd Rehabilitation, The Jewish 
Refugee. Other studies remained in the files of the Institute and were 
mostly used for the planning and/ or in the preparation of later pub
lications. 

There was danger that the world might plan the postwar settle
ment on the basis of obsolete programs and situation no longer corres-

, ponding to the reality. Owing to its research into the actual situation 
of European Jewry, its determination to face realities, and imbued with 
the spirit of a crusader for new approaches, the Institute was able to 
devise plans and policies which corresponded to the new situation in 
Europe and the world and could be put in operation when the war 
was ended. 1'his was exemplified, among other things, by the series 
of resolutions it prepared for the historic War Emergency Conference 
of the World Jewish Congress of November, 1944 resolutions 
forming together a blueprint of Jewish life in the postwar period. It 
was a comprehensive program of action, embracing rescue, relief and 
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• 

rehabilitation, restoration of Jewish legal rights, reparations and in
demnification, punishment of war criminals, and migration. 

The above sn1dies and programs constituted the basis for the 
activities of the World Jewish Congress alone or in cooperation with 
other organimtions in the postwar world. 

In addition to dealing with the Jewish sit11ation and Jewish post
war problems, the Institute dealt with. a n11mber of proble,,,s 
created by Nazism. In this field, the major study was the one devoted 
to the P te of Bohemia-Moravia, The R11&ial Shlle. 

The important part played by the Institute and its Director in 
the trial and conviction of the major Nazi war criminals, and particularly 
in preparing the Jewish co11nt against them, was acknowledged by no 
less an authority than the late Justice Robert H. Jackson of the United 
States Supreme Court, who was American Chief of Co,1nsel in the pros
ecution of the top war criminals. Upon the concl11sion of the trial, 
Justice Jackson wrote: ''The Nazi per.sccation of the Jews was one of 
the major phases of the Prosecution's case, and the successful p.ttsentatioo 
of that aspect of the case was greatly aided by the contrib11tion made 
by the Institute of Jewish Affairs .•• I warmly co1nmend the Institute 
and its Director.for the initiative, devotion, industry and sc1vice rendered 
to the cause of justice to war criminals." 

2. The Post-War Period 

With the end of the war, the activities of the Institute were re
oriented toward the problems wbicb the world at large and the Jewish 
people had to face in the new kind of peace that followed. 

In November, 1946, the then Director of the Institute, Dr. Jacob 
Robinson, was invited by the Secretariat of the United Nations to assist 
it, in the capacity of Expert-Consultant, in preparing the first session of 
the UN Commission on H11man Rights, which met in January, 1947. 
At that session the first steps were taken toward an International Bill 
of Rights, a measure long advocated by the World Jewish Congress. 
Afterwards the Director of the Division of H11man Rights of the UN 
Secretariat wrote to Dr. Robinson that ''a large part of the credit for 
the success of the meeting certainly belongs to you." · 

During the last 15 years the Institute, since 1948 under the lead
ership of Nehemiah Robinson, prepared the documentation and drafts 
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of a large number of memoranda submitted by the World Jewish Con
gress to the United Nations, other international bodies, governments, 
and other public authorities, and published a considerable n11mber of 
works on the activities of the United Nations, incl11ding a study on 
h11man rights in the UN Charter, and commentaries on the Genocide 
Convention, the Universal Declaration of H11man Rights, the Conven
tion on the Declaration of Death of Mming Persons, the Convention 
on the Status of Refugees, and the Convention on the Status of Stateless 
Persons, which remain to this day the only such co,nmentaries available 
in any language. The Institute also prepared the Congress' White Paper 
on The Treacment of Jews in Egypt and Iraq, which was submitted to 
the United Nations in the case of Jewish persecution in these coun-

• tt1es. 

Similarly, the Institute prepared and published a large n11mber of 
studies on anti-Semitism, neo-Nazism and neo-Fascism, war crimes, re
stitution and compensation in Europe, most of them unique in their 
scope and nature; on the situation in Germany, Poland, the Soviet 
Union, Rumania, H11ngary, etc., the Arab Countries, Spain, North Africa, 
Persia and Afghanistan, Latin America, South Africa, China. Particu
larly important contributions to the knowledge of the Jewish situation 
in postwar Europe are the lnstitute's publications, European Jewry Ten 
Yelll's After the Wiii', The Jewish Comm11nities of the WorlJ,and The 
Dictionary of Jewish P11blic Aff4irs tmtl Related Mlltters. 

In 1954 and 1955, the Institute published annual Stw11eys of B11ents 
m Jewish Life, containing detailed information on events of Jewish 
interest during the year 11nder review as well as statistical infor1oation 
on 'the Jewish comm11nities the world over. 1'he Stw11ey for 1953 was 
classed, by an impartial reviewer, among the most me11,orable Jewish 
publications which appeared in the year 1954. In 1957, the comrehen
sive 511-page Instit11te Ann1111l 1956 was published containing articles 
on 16 Jewish communities in addition to 7 articles of worldwide scope, 
such as restitution and compensation, cultural events, migration, war 
criminals, neo-Nazism and anti-Se111itism, the United Nations. 

Since 1948, the Institute has been iss11ing Ctwrent B11ents m Jewish 
Life, a qi1arterly survey, and since 1959, Periodic Reports m Jewish Life 
containing both separate articles of timely interest and chronicles of 
events. Other· publications included: Inf'ormlllion Series, dealing with 
various topics of interest to Jews; a series entitled C11"ent Information 
on Restit11tion llflfl Related Qt1estions; and, for a time, a monthly called 
Information on Germany. 
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Widely dJR:minated publications of the Institute were the series 
Lest We Forget, c011,prising the pamphlets 0,Pertllion MR,tle, ( trans
lated into Italian and Spanish), Prom Dismmifkltion to An · · · 
and The Jewish Catastrophe: Ten Years After. 

Although the Institute publications are generally iSSlJed in Boglish, 
a considerable 011mber were also published in Yiddish, and some (ind 
the Commentary on the Genocide Com,ention) in Spanish. Many have 
been widely reprinted, sometimes even in full, in Jewish and o«Jeer 
papers the world over. 

The Institute has also been publishing, for the benefit of the me1•'.i
bers of its Executive Committee the world over, reports on topical items 
of every kind. 

The publications of the Institute of Jewish .Affairs have received 
many highly complimentary tributes. They are distributed all over the 
world, including such remote co11ntties as Japan or India. Many of the 
studies are also diMeminated to the various delegations of the United 
Nations, Governments, intergovernmental organizations, university and 
other libraries. They are being reviewed in Jewish and non-Jewish 
periodicals, including well-known journals devoted to international law. 

A full list of the Institute publications is given in the appendix. 
In addition, a considerable n11mber of studies prepared by the Institute 
appeared in other publications of the World Jewish Congress. 

Since 1948, the Institute bas also been dealing with a n11mber of 
practical problems. They include provision of infor11,ation to private 

and •••• ··1 'b persons organ1:r.at1ons, ass,stance m war a1m1na matters, etc. ·14: 

Institute has been in close touch with the Cer11,an Central Office for 
the P~c11tion of War Criminals, with a large n11mber of investigating 
judges and public prosecutors and with witnesses all over the world. 
It bas provided information and valuable evidence on ·practically all anni
hilation camps and a large n11mber of forced labor camps and ghettos. 

1'be Institute has also been contributing to the work of the C.00-
ference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and of the C.orn
mittee of Claims on A,istria and to the enactment of legislation on 
restitution and compensation in Germany, Austria, and other co11otries. 
It also assists large n11mbers of claimants, through its publications and 
advice. 

The files and horary of the Institute are also being ,md by outside 
scholars and other interested persons for research and infor111ation 
purposes. 
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To commemorate the 20th anniversary of its establishment the 
Institute will publish two volumes containing reviews of the most im
portant events and developments in Jewish life since 1933, as well as 
surveys on a n•imber of individual countries. 

In the twenty years of its existence the Institute of Jewish Affairs 
bas faithfully fulfilled its mission of serving as an impartial and au
thoritative source of information on Jewish life and needs. In addition,. 
it is hoped, it has enriched Jewish scholarship and contributed to the 
knowledge of international law. It will continue its work in the future 
in the same spirit. 

• 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 

of the 

INSTITUTE OF JEWISH AFFAIRS 

I. INTERNATIONAL LAW, UNITED NATIONS 

1. Wwe tluJ Minoritie, Trea.tie, a Failuret by Jacob Robinson, 
Oscar Karbach, Jiu Laaerson, Nehemiah Robinson and Marc 
Vicbniac, 1948. $2.00 

2. Human Right, and Fundomental Freedoms in tluJ Cwtw of tluJ 
United Nation.I. A Commentary by Jacob Robinson, 1946. 1.26 

3. TluJ Three R', of the Gen.ocide Convention. (English and 
Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1949. 0.10 

4. TluJ Genocide Convention.: It, Origin,, Sign.i/ica:noe a.nd Inter-
pretation.. A Commentary by Nehemiah Robinson, 1949. 1.26 

6. TluJ G61&0cide Convention.. A Commentary by Nehemiah Robin-
son, Second Edition. 1960. 2.00 

6. TluJ,Universal Declaration of Huma.n Rights: Its Origins, Sig
nifica.nce and Interpretation.. A Commentary by Nehemiah 
Robinson, 1950. • 1.25 

7. TluJ Universal Declaration of Huma.n Rights by Nehemiah 
Robinson, Second Edition. 1968. 2.00 

8. TluJ Attitude of the American Bar Association. Toward the 
Gen.ocide Con11ention, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1950.* 0.26 

9. TluJ United Nations Convention on the Declaration. of Dea.th of 
Missing Person. A Commentary by Nehemiah Robinson, 1961. 1.26 

10. Convention. Relating to the Status of Refugees: Its Significance 
and Main Provisions, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1952. 0.50 

11. The United Nation, Convention on the Status of Refugees: Its 
History, Contents and Interpretation. A Commentary by Nehe-
miah Robinson, 1968. 1.50 

12. Con11ention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (English 
and Yiddish). A survey by Nehemiah Robinson, 1954. 0.25 

13. Convention Relating to the Sta.tu, of Stateless Persons: Its His
to't'11 a.nd Interpretation. A Commentary by Nehemiah Robinson, 
1956. 2.00 
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14. Th.6 United Natiou Dmft C011nanta on Human Bi11hta: Tl&eir 
Sit,n,ificance, HiBtori,, and Pr011iaiou, by Nehemiah Robinson, 
1955. 0.26 

15. The United Nationa and th.6 World Jewish Con11ress, by 
Nehemiah Robinson, 1956. 3.00 

16. Th.6 Draft Code of Offenaes A11ainat Th.6 Peace and Security of 
Mankind and Th.6 Draft Statute for an International Crimmal 
Court, 1957. 0.50 

17. Th.6 S~th Session of th.6 General Assembly of th.6 U.N. (English 
and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1951. • • 0.10 

18. Th.6 Activities of the U.N. Economic and Social Council, by 
Nehemiah Robinson, 1951. • 0.10 

19. Th.6 Import of th.6 Forth.comin11 Seventh. Seaaion of the U. N. 
General Assembly (English and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robin-
son, 1952. • 0.10 

:20. The Seventh Session of th.6 U.N. General Aaaem:blr, (English and 
Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1953. 0.10 

21. Th.6 Tenth Regular Seasion of the U.N. General Assemblr,, by 
Nehemiah Robinson, 1955. 0.10 

22. What Results Has the Tenth Anni11ersary Session of the U.N. 
General Assembl11 Produced? (English and Yiddish), by Nehe-
miah Robinson, 1955. 0.10 

23. Freedom of Information: A Human Bight, by Nehemiah Robin-
son, 1951. 0.10 

24. The Task Before the Se11enth Session of th.6 Human Bights Com-
mission, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1951. 0.10 

25. A New Session of the United Nationa General Aasembl11: Old 
Problem:B, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1953. 0.10 

26. San Francisco 1945-1955, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1955. 0.10 
27. The Twelfth Regular Session of the U.N. General Aasembl71: 

What will it deal with1 by Nehemiah Robinson, 1957. 
28. The U.N. Secretary General: Secretary or General1 (English 

and Yiddish) by Nehemiah Robinson, 1957. 0.10 
29. The Tenth Anniverasry of the Universal Declaration of Buman 

Bi11hts, by Nehemiah Robinson (English and Yiddish) 1958. 0.20 
80. The Fifteenth. Bepla.r Session of the U.N. General Aasembli,, 

by Nehemiah Robinson, 1960. 0.10 

II. NAZI RULE OVER EUROPE 
• 

1. The Warsaw Ghetto, 1941. 0.10 
2. Cold Pogrom in Bumania, 1942. 0.10 
3. Jewish Forced Labor, 1942. 0.10 
4. Jewish Religion in Aana Europe, 1942.• 0.10 
6. Stan,ation 011er Europe, by Boria Shub and Zonch Warhaftig, 

1943.• 1.60 
6. Hitler's Ten rear War on the J61Da, by Various Hands, 1943.• 1.60 
7. Racial State, by Gerhard Jacoby, 1944.• 2.00 
8. Operation Murdw, by Anatole Goldstein, 1949. 0.86 
9. From Discrimination to Annihilation, by Anatole Goldstein, 

1952. 0.60 
10. The Jewish. Catastrophe: Ten Years After (English and Yid-

dish), 1965. 0.50 
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11. Ja,n:ua:ry 30th, 1933: Twenty Five Year, After (English and 
Yiddish), 1958. 0.25 

12. The Swaatika Epidemic, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1960.* 0.50 
13. The Ca,e of Adolf Eichma.nn, 1961. 1.00 

III. POSTWAR PROBLEMS 

A.GENERAL 

1. Projects for Jewilh Maa, Colonization, 1941. 0.10 
2. Minoritie, After the War, 1942.* 0.10 
3. The Jewilh Refugee, by Arieh Tartakower and Kurt R. Gross-

man, 1944. • 3.00 
4. The Jewilh Cataatrophe (Yiddish), by Jacob Lestschinsky, 1944. 0.50 
5. Relief and Rehabilitation, by Zorach Warhaftig, 1944. 1.00 
6. Uprooted: JewiahRefugee, and Di,placedPer,ona After Libera-

tion, by Zorach Warhaftig, 1946. 1.00 
7. The Story of the Jewilh ''DP'', by Gerhard Jacoby, 1948. • 0.15 
8. Crisis, Cataatrophe and Survival: A Jewilh Balance Skeet, 1918-

1948, by Jacob Lestschinsky, 1948. 1.60 
9. The Jewilh DP Problem, by Kurt R. Grossman, 1951. 0.50 

B. RESTITUTION, COMPENSATION AND REPARATIONS 

1. Indemnification a,nd Repara,tiona, by Nehemiah Robinson (with 
3 supplements*), 1944-1946. 2.00 

2. The Working and the Reault• of the German Repara,tion Pro-
grwm, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1949.* 0.35 

3. Re,titution Legialation in Germa.ny, by Nehemiah Robinson, 
1949. 0.35 

4. Compen,ation Legialation in German11, by Nehemiah Robinson, 
1950. 0.15 

5. Weit German Reparation, a,nd Pa,v,n.ent, by the AUie,, by Nehe-
miah Robinson, 1951. 0.15 

6. Material Jewiah Claim, Aga.inat German11, by Nehemiah Robin-
son, 1951. 0.10 

'1. How We Negotiated With the Germa.na And Wh,a,t We Achieved, 
1952. 0.30 

8. The (We,t) German Federal Legialation in the Field of Com
pen,a,tion to Victima of Nui Per,ecution, by Nehemiah Robin-
son, 1953. O. '76 

9. Engliah Tra.nalation of the Federa,l (Weat) German Compenf(J-
tion Law, 1964. 0.50 

10. The Global Recompen,e Agreement, witA Germa,n11, by 
Nehemiah Robinson, 1954. 0.25 

11. Information Skeet on the BEG, 1956. 
12. The New Federal Compen,ation La,w, 1956. 0.20 
13. The (We,t) Germa,n Federal Legialation in the Field of Com

pen,a,tion to Victims of Nazi Per,ecution, by Nehemiah Robin-
son (2nd edition), 1957.. 0.50 

14. The (Weat) German Federal Compen,ation Law (BEG) And 
It, Implementa,ry Ref/Ulationa, 1957. 1.00 

15. The (We,t) German Federal Re,titution Law (BRUG) In 
Que,tiona and Anawer,. 1957. 0.25 
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16. Federal Law on the Discharge of the Re,titutory Monetary 
Obligation, of the Germo.n Reich and A,Bimilo.ted Legal 
Entitie, (BRUG), 1957. 0.60 

17. Compemation to Victim, of Nazi Per,ecution for Property 
Lo,,es in E1t:pulsicm and Similo.r Areu. (11th Decree to the 
Equalization of Burdens Law), 1957. 0.20 

18. Re,titution and Comp61'1.Bat-.on Legislation in Auatria, by Nehe-
miah Robinson, 1949. 0.35 

19. The Auatrian Emigrant. A,Bistan.ce Fund, 1956. 0.20 
20. Information Sheet Concerning the Registration of American 

Property in Poland, 1957. 0.10 
21. Memorandum Concerning E1t:change of Letter, Between the 

U.S.A. and Polish Delegation, Dated June 7, 1957, Belo.ting to 
American Property in Poland and Notice of Foreign Claim, 
Settlement Commislion Dated June 14, 1957, by Nehemiah 
Robinson, 1967. 0.20 

22. Information Skeet. on RBBtitution and Compn,ation in VarioUB 
European Countries (Some also in Yiddish), by Nehemiah 
Robinson, 1946-1954. 0.10 

C. WAR CRIMES AND DENAZIFICATION 

1. Their Mournful Road, by Anatole Goldstein, 1948. • 0.10 
2. War c,·ime, and DfflQ.zification in the U.S. Zone of Germany 

(with supplement), 1948-1949. • 0.10 
8. Trials of Member, of Criminal Organization,, and War Crime, 

Trial, in the British Zone of Germany, 1948.• 0.10 
4. Dfflazification in Auatria, 1948. • 0.10 
5. The Ilse Koch Cue (English and Yiddish), by Anatole Gold-

stein,. 1949. 0.10 
6. The Ministries Cue (English and Yiddish), by Anatole Gold-

stein, 1949. 0.10 
7. Pardon., for Gennan War Cr£,ninala1 (English and Yiddish), 

by Anatole Goldstein, 1949. 0.10 
8. The Reaurrection of the German Foreign Office, by Anatole 

Goldstein, 1951. 0.10 
9. The Burial of Nuremberg, by Anatole Goldstein, 1951, 0.10 

IV. THE JEWS TODAY 

A.GENERAL 
• 

1. The Jews of South Africa (English and Yiddish), by Jacob 
Lestschinsky, 1948.• 0.25 

2. The Situation of Jews in Latin America (Yiddish), by Jacob 
Lestschinsky, 1948.• 0.25 

3. Jew, in Shanghai (English and Yiddish), 1949. • 0.10 
4. Jewish Colonization in Argentina (English and Yiddish), by 

Jacob Lestschinsky, 1949.• 0.10 
5. The Rise and Decline of European Jewry (English and Yid-

dish), by Jacob Lestschinsky, 1951. 0.10 
6. The PoBition of the Jewish People Today (English and Yid-

dish), by Jacob Lestschinsky, 1952.• 0.25 
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7. Fra:noo Spain and lta Relation to Jews (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1953. 0.25 

8. The Dissolution of the Jewish, Communit11 in China (English 
and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1954. 0.10 

9. The Jews of Chile (English and Yiddish), by Saul Sokal, 1960. 0.50 
10. The Jews of Urugua,71 (English and Yiddish), by Saul Sokal, 

1960. 0.50 
11. Centenary of the Jews in Argentina (English and Yiddish), 

by Saul Sokal, 1960. . 0.50 
12. The Jews in Brazil (English and Yiddish), by Saul Sokal, 1960. 0.50 
18. Su'l"IJey of Events in Jewish Life in 1953 (partly also in Yid-

dish) , 1954. 2.00 
14. Su'l"IJey of Events in Jewish Life in 1954 (English and Yiddish), 

1955. 
Part One: Highlights and Chronicle of Events. 0.50 
Part Two: Acti'Vities of the World Jewish Congress. 0.25 
Part Three: Anti-Semitism and War Crimes. 0.25 
Part Four: Consolidation and Cultural Developments. 0.25 

15. European Jewry Ten Years After the War (English and Yid-
dish), 1955. 8.00 

16. The Institute Annual 1956, by Various Hands (partly also in 
Yiddish), 1957. $4.00 paper bound, $5.00 cloth bound. 

17. Dictionary of Jewish Public Affairs and Related Matters, by 
Various Hands, 1958. 2.00 

18. The Jewish Communities of the World (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1959. 0.75 

19. The Changed Jewish World, 1933-1959 (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1959. 0.20 

20. Fifteen Years Since the End of the War (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1960. 0.20 

21. The Jewish People Twenty Years After (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1960. 0.20 

B. JEWS IN EASTERN EUROPE 
• 

1. The Jews Under So'Viet Rule, 1941. • 0.15 
2. The Statistical and Economic Evolution of Rumanian J61JW11 

Since Liberation (English and Yiddish), 1948. • 0.15 
3. A11ti-Semitism in the Soviet Union, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1949. 0.10 
4. Rumanian Jewry in the Postwar World (English and Yiddish), 

1952. 0.25 
5. The Jews of Hungary (English and Yiddish), 1952. 0.25 
6. The Prague Trial, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1952. 0.10 
7. The Jewish Situation in the So'Viet Sphere, 1953. 0.10 
8. Hebrew and Yiddish W1-iters in the Soviet Union (English and 

Yiddish), by W. Blattberg, 1953. 0.50 
9. The Prague Trial (English and Yiddish), by Anatole Goldstein, 

1953. 0.25 
10. The S'1viet Attitude Toward Territorial Minorities and the Jews 

(English and Yiddish), by Anatole Goldstein, 1953. 0.50 
11. Background Paper on the Jewish Positiof& in Poland and Hun-

ga1'7/, 1957. 0.10 
12. Poland After ''October.''·by Nehemiah Robinson, 1957. 0.25 
13. Jews and Jewishness in the So'Viet Union (English and Yid-

dish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1957. 0.25 
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14. Tl,,e Poaition of tl,,e Jewish Communitie• in Eaatern. Europe on 
the E1Je of 1958 (English and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 
1957. 0.26 

15. TM Jewish Poaition in tl,,e So'Viet Union (English and Yiddish), 
by Nehemiah Robinson, 1959. 0.60 

C. JEWS IN MOSLEM LANDS 

1. Oil in tM Middle Eaat (English and Yiddish), 1948. 0.10 
2. TM Jew• of Morocco (English and Yiddish), 1949. 0.20 
3. The Jews of Algeria, a,nd Tunisia. (English and Yiddish), 1949. 0.20 
4. TM Italian Colonies (English and Yiddish), 1949. • 0.10 
5. Libya,, Another Moslem Sta,te Esta,l,lished, by Nehemiah Robin-

son, 1951. • 0.10 
6. TM Arab Countries of the Near Eaat a,nd Their Jewish Com-

munitie•, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1951.* 1.25 
7. TM Jews of Persia (English and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robin-

son, 1951. • 0.20 
8. TM Jews of French Morocco and Tunisia (English and Yid-

dish), 1952.* 0.25 
9. Persia and Afgha,nista,n and Their Jewish Communities 

(English and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1953. 0.50 
10. The Recent Anti-Jewish Persecution in Egypt (English and 

Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robinson, 1954. · 0.10 
11. Background Paper on Egypt, 1957. 0.10 
12. Egypt in September (English and Yiddish), 1957. 0.30 
13. The Jews of Iraq (English and Yiddish), by Nehemiah Robin-

son, 1958. 0.10 
14. The Jews in Moslem Lands, by Nehemiah Robinson, 1959.• 1.00 

V.GERMANY 

1. German Jews, Past and Present (English and Yiddish), 1949. 0.20 
2. Anti-Democratic Trends and The Jewish Position in Germany, 

by Gerhard Jacoby, 1951. 0.30 
3. West Germany, by Gerhard Jacoby, 1953. 0.25 
4. Danger Points in Western Germany, by Nehemiah Robinson, 

1951.* 0.25 
5. Recent Events in Eaatern Germany (English and Yiddish), 

by Greta Beigel, 1953. 0.25 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS 

14 

1. The Problem of a Jewish Af'my, 1941. 0.10 
2. Jews in the French Empire, 1941. 0.10 
3. Jews in the Far East, 1942. 0.10 
4. Outlawing of Anti-Semitism, by Anatole Goldstein, 1948. 0.10 
5. Trends in Postwar Anti-Semitism, by Anatole Goldstein, 1951. 0.10 
6. TM Attitude of Recent Russian Emigres Toward the Jewish 

Question (English and Yiddish), by Anatole Goldstein, 1952. 0.26 
7. Group Defamation. A Survey of Enactments, 1960. 0.20 



' 

VIL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS 

A. Cuf"l'ent E11enta in Jewish. Life (in English and Yiddish), pre
pared by Jacob Lestachinaky, a quarterly 1948-. A cumulative 
index for the first t.en years is available. 0.25-

B. In.forma,tion on. Ge""4n.1/ (in English and partly in Spanish). 0.26-
Vol. I t.o III (1960-1952). 

C. Fa,cta and Comments, 1948. 0.10 

D. Cuf"l'ent In.f orma,tion. on. Reatitution and Related Matte,,,. 0.21> 

E. Periodic Report, on. Jewish, Life, a monthly (English and Yid-
dish), 1959-. 0.21> 

' 

• Out of Print. 
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