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INTRODUCTION 

MI,/HAMMAD, son of I�lq, lOll of YasIr, was born in Medina about 
A.H.8S Inddied in Baghdad in 151.' His grandfather Yaslr fell into the 
hands of Khllid b. al·Walld when be captured 'Aynu'l-Tamr in A.H. n, 
having been held there ... priloner by the Penian k.ing. Khllidsenthim 
with a number of prisonCl'll0 Abu Bake at Medina. There he was handed 
over to QaYI b. Makhrama b.a1.Munalib b.'AbduManifas a liavc,and 
was manumitted when he accepted Islam. His family adopted the family 
name of their patrona. Hit IOn h�lq wu born about the year S0, hit 
mother being the daughter of another freedman. He and his brother 

MOd were well-known tnditiorustJ, 10 that our author'. path in lile was 
preparcd beforche reached manhood.' 

He auociated with the KCOnd genention of traditionisu, notably 
al-Zuhrf, 'A.,im b. 'Umar b. Qalida, and 'Abdullah h. Abu Bah. He mutt 
have devoted himself to the Itudyof apostolictndition from his youth,for 
at the agcof thiny he went to Egypt to attend the lectures ofYuid b. 
Abu J:labib.) There he WII regarded II an authority, for this urne YuId 
afterwards rebted traditioIII on Ibn lsJ.tiq'l authority.' On his retum to 

Medina he went on with the collection and arrangement of the material 
hehad coUected. A1.Zuhri,whowasinMedina inI23,wreponed to have 
aaid that Medina would never lad 'i/", II long u Ibn Isl;llq was there, and 
he eagerly gathered from him the details of the prophet'. wan. Unfonu· 
nate1y Ibn lsJ.tiqexcited the enmity of Mllilr. b. Anll, for whosework he 
.howed his contempt, and it WII not long before his own writingt and hia 
orthodoxy were ca1led in qUeJtion. Probahly it was our author's lost book 
of SrmQlI' which excited Mililr.', ire, for it would have been in the field 
of law based on the practice of the prophet that diflerences would be mott 
keenly felt. H e w u  accuaed of being a Qadarl and a ShI'i. Another man 
attacked his veracity: he often quoted FiJi,ma, the wife ofHishim b. 
'Urwa, u the authority for lOme of his traditioIII. The bUlband was 
annoyed and denied that he had ever met his wife; but as Ihe was nearly 
fony years Ibn IsJ.tlq·, senior it is easily credible that ther often met 
without occasioning gossip. It is not known whether Ibn hJ.tiq was corn· 
peUed to leave Medina or whether he went .way voluntarily. Obvioully 
he could not have the nme ltanding in I place that housed hw chief 

'I.S.vn.ii.p.". 
·OnM ...... andloOiq_J.FOd.M....-..... I..".FtlftIdw1 .. M.'�J,p.sI. 
·Sec8iitr..--_�dallooJJo.t . . �ed.F'lKher.Leid .... 'II9o. 

W;tholl"-e .. hoecd .. th ... _ ........ frvm.LII.S7t1>".be .... in ..... laCtpe....uy 

·Wa.unfdd,lI.vil.froml.ol.N�UldFIIck,]'O. 



Tk LIlt of Muhammad 

infonnanuu he would hold eJscwhere, and so he left for the east, stopping 
in Kufa,al-Juinon theTigria,andRay,finallyscttlinginBaghdad. While 
M�urwuat Hibhimiyaheauachedhimsclfto hisfollowingand prttented 

him with a copy oflliswork doubtless in the hope ofa grant from the C1Iliph. 
Thence he moved to Ray md then to the new capital of the empire. He 
died inI5o(or perhapsI51)and wasburiedinthe ccmeteryofl:lapur�. 

THE SIRA 
Itspr«Ul'lOI's 

It is ccrtain that Ibn 11J:llq'l biognphy of the prophet hadQ.o acrioul 
rival;butitwaspr«:ededby scveralmagluUibooks. Wedo notknowwhen 
they were fint written, though we have the names of scveral first-century 
worthies who had written notes and passed on their mowledge to the rising 
genention. The first of these was Abln the ton of the caliph 'UthnWl,.' 
He wu bom in c. 20 and took part in the campaign of TalJ:la and Zubayr 
against hia father'lllayert. He died about 100. The language UJCd by 
al-Wlqidlin referencc to Ibn al_Mughln, 'he had nothing written dOWD 
about hadith cxccptthe prophet'l maghbis which he had acquired from 
Abln',certainly impties,tbough it docsnot demand,thatlbnal-MughTra 
wrote down what AMn told him. It is strange that neither Ibn bJ:llq nor 
al-Wlqidi lhould have cited tbis man who muat have had inside knowledge 
ofmanYlIllllttenthat werenot knoWDtothe public;pouibly u a follower 
of Ali he preferred to ignore the IOn of the man the Alids regarded aa a 
usurper. However, hisnamc often appeanin the im4dsof the canonical 
collcctions of hadith. (The IIlllIn named in Tab. 2340 and I.S. iv. 29 is 
Abln b. 'Uthmin al-Bajalt woo ICCITIB to have written. book on maghbi. ") 

A IIlllIn of much greater importance waa 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr b. aI
'Awwlm (23-(}4), a cousin of the prophet. 'Urwa'. mother wu Abu 
Bah'. daughter hml'. He and his brother 'Abdulhh were in clo.e con
tact with the prophet's widow 'A'isha. He wu a recognized authority on 
the early history of Islam, and the Umayyad caliph 'Abdu'I-Malik applied 
to him when he nceded infonnation on that aubjcct. Again,it isunccrtain 
whether he wrote a book,but the many tnlditiona that are handed down in 
hianameby 1.1. and other writen justify thc assertion that he was the 
founder of Islamic history,) Though he is the earliest writer whose notes 
have come down to UI, I have not translated. the passages from Tab. which 
reproduce Ihembecause they do not ICCm to add anything of importance 
10 the Sira. They fonn part of a letter which 'Urwa wrote to 'Abdu 
I-Malik who wanted to have accurate knowledge about the prophet', 
career.� Much of his malerial fealS on tlte ltatemcnU of his aunt 'A' isha. 

' E.s..:hoo .. ,I.S.IU.:aill.f. 
'FQck,B,n·'7;ond_J.HoroYitlinld"","Cwl_" 9a7,UI• 

: ;;:'·'T:t'·;,� �.:.�,;,.:�� .... ���,::�670. ,"0; iii. t·ul. Ct. I.H. 7540 



Like 1.1. he was given toinacrting pocuy in ru.tn.ditionB IIId justified the 
habit by the example of'.i\.'i.ha who uttered vena on every subject that 
pretented itaelf.' He waa a friend of the erotic poct 'Umar b. R.3bi'a, but 
thought very little of the prophet'l poetijasaln b. Thjbit.' 

OfShu�bll b.Sa·d.afreedman.prcsumably ofSouthArabianorigin, 
liule is known beyond the fact that he wrote amagJul:ljbook. I. I. would 
have none ofhim,llIId htis seldom quoted by otherwritcn. He died in 
I2J,and as he iataid to have mown Ali he mUlt have died a centenarian. 
He reported tradit!ollS (rom lOme of the prophet'. companions, and 
Mud b. ' Uqbal record. that he wrote lists of the names of the emigrants 
and the combatants at Badr and U�ud. In his old age he was discredited 
beeause he blackmailed hia visitors: if they did not give him anything he 
would say that their fathert were not preaent at Badrl Poverty and extreme 
age made him cantankeroua. The victilNofhit.pleen doubted hit veracity, 
though those best qUllified to judge regarded him as an authority. 

Another imporunt Tlbi'wu Wahb b. Munl!)bih (H-IIO),I Yamanite 
of Persian origin. Hit fatherprobablywulJew. He is notoriou. for hit 
interestin,and knowledge of,Jewish andChrittian acripturesand tndi
tionl;and though muchthat wasinventedlater wasfathereCion him,hil 
K. al-Mllblad6'lies behind the Mualim version of the lives of the prophets 
Ind other biblical atories. With his book..s on the legendary hi5tory of the 
Ylman,on aphorislN,on freewill,andothermltten preserved inpartin 
I.H:I K. al-Tijall we are not concerned; but the Ibtement of Hljjl 
Khllifa that he collected the magh4rii5 now confirmed by the di.tcover y o f a  
fragment of t h e  lost wo rk  o n  papyri wri tten  i n  218. Unfortunately this 
fragment tells us little that is new; nevertheless. ita importance ilgreat 
because it proves that at the end of the fint century, or lOme yean before 
.... 11. 100, the main facta about the prophet's life were written down much 
II we have them in the later works. Further it Ihows that, like the other 
early traditionists,hehadlitdeornouse forim4ds. MiuGertmd MtJamtde' 
hascompared theaccount ofthe meeting at'Aqaba(cf.i.H.288,293,299) 
with the literature on the lubject and her criticism, literary and hi5torical, 
leadl her to lOme important conclusions which do not concern us here. An 
interesting detail it that Muhammad speaking to 'Abbhcalls Aus and 
Khunj 'my and your maternal uncles'. 'Abbis throughout fUJd with the 
hare and hunts with the hounds. 

A little later comes '}',im b. 'Umar b. Qatlda al.An,Irt (d. c. Jlo). He 
lectured in Damascus on the campaigns of the prophet and the exploits 
of his companions and aeems to have committed his lectures to writing. 
He tOO ia quite inconaiatent in naming ru. IUthOritiCl! IOmetimes he givCl 
an inuId, more often he doet not He returned to Medma to conunue hIS 

I 
"',','_W",d, AI,I"",,'

.

'

,

'W ••. dedhlSlecturesthere Occuionally he1JlSC!rted venes 
mhlSnarrallvc,andlOmetunespve hlsown opmlon 

'Horvvitl.op.c;I.'5'. �"'''''' •. '.'' 'uM ... o,;�''',mili.",." ,_,. 



The Life of Muhammad 

Muhammad b. Muslim ... b. Shihab al·Zuhri (51-124) was a membe[, of 
a distinguished Meccan family. He attached himself to 'Abdu'I.Malik, 
Hisham, and Yazid, and wrote down !lOme traditions for his princely 
pupils. He was the forerunm:r of the later traditionists in that he took 
extraordinary pains to interrogate people, young and old of both sexes, who 
might possess knowledge of the past. He left a history of his own family 
and a book of TMgMri. Moot of his traditional lore survived in the notes 
of his lectures that his pupils wrote dOV,'l1 quoting his authority for the 
traditions they record. He spent some years in Medina as a young man. 
I.r. met him when he came !IOuthon pilgrimage and he is of len named as an 
authority in the Sira. He was the moot important traditioni&t of his 
generation, and his influencc is ro be seen in all collections ofc.anonical 
hadith. (Sec further J. H�rovitz, Idamie Culturt, ii. 33 fr.) 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bah b. Muhanunad b. 'Amr b.l:Iazm (d. 130 or 135) 
was one of I.I.'s most important informants. His father had been orde[,ed 
by 'Umar b. 'Abdu'J·'Aziz to write a collection of prophetic hadi1h, 
especially what 'Amra d. 'Abdu'!.RaI,unln said. This latter was a friend 
of'A'isha and she was the aunt of this Abii Bakr .  Already in the time of his 
son 'Abdullah these writings had bcen lost. Though we have no record of 
a book by 'AbduUah,its substanccprobablyonceexisted in the maglui::iof 
his nephew 'Abdu'I·Malik. As one would expect, the isnlid is a matter of 
indifrerence to'Abdullah:he stood toonearthe events amongmanywho 
knew of them to need to cite his authorities. Tab. (i. 1837) contains an 
interesting note on how I.I. gGt his information. 'Abdullah told his wife 
Hfima to tell him what he knew on 'Amra's authority. 

Abii'I·Aswad Muhammad b. 'Abdu'I.Ra�min b. Naufal (d. 131 or 
137) left a nwgluUibook which sticks closely to 'Urwa's tradition.' 

Contemporary" with our author in the third generation was Musil. b 
'Uqba (t. 55-141), a freedman of the family of al.Zubayr. A fragment of 
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given a translation of the extant traditions.l Although Malik b. Anas, 
al·Shali'i, and Al,tmad b. l:Ianbal-an impressive, trio-asserted that his 
book was the most important and trustworthy of all,posterity evidently 
did not share their opinion or more of his work would have survived.� 
I.I. never mentions him. One cannot escape the conviction that petty 
professional jealousy was as rife in those days as 'now, and that scholars 
deliberately refrained from giving their predecessors credit for their 
achievements. Miislleanedheavilyonal.Zuhri. He set:ms to have carried 
farther the process of idealizing the prophet.! He is freely quoted by 
al.W4qidI,1. Sa'd,al.BaI4dhurI,Tabarl,and I.Sayyidu'I.Nas. He gave 
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lists of those who went to Abyssinia and fought at Badr. The latter 
:\Ialik regardcd as authoritativc. He gcnt:rallygivesanisniid,though it is 
not always clear whcther he is rclying on a written o r a n  oral source. Once 
at  least he refersto a mass of records left by Ibn ·AbMs(I.S. v. 216). 
Occasionally hc quotes poems. 

Apart from the fragment of Wahb b. l\·lunabbih·, maghiizi the Berlin 
l\IS., ifil  is aulhentic, is the oldest piece of historical literatur e i  nArabicin 
e:dstence, and if only for that reason dcservcs more thana passing n olice 
here. It is of irnportance also because it carries back some of the traditions 
in BukharT(d. 2S6) more t h a n a  century. 

Other ,,/oghii;;i works were produced in Iraq, Syria, and the Yaman 
during the second century, but none of them is likdy to have influenced 
1.1. and they can 53fely be disregarded.' Whalisof significaneeis the 
great interest in the life of the prophet that was shown e\·erywher e during 
this century. But no book known 10 the Arabs or 10 us can compare in :,:

:
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d
�::";��ent, or systematic treaonen!, with 1.1.'s work 

The titles Tht Book of Campoignl or Tht Book oj Campoigm afld (tht 
prophtl'l) Biography or l'ht Book ojtht Biography and Iht Btgiflfliflg afld Iht 
Campaigm' are all to be met with in the citation. of Arabic authors. 
AI-BakU' l, a pupil of 1.1., made two copies of the whole book, one of which 
must have reached I.H. (d. 218)whose text,abbreviated,annotated,and 
sometimes altered, is the main souree of our knowledge of the original 
work. A good deal more of it can be recovered from other sources.l The 
principles underlying I.H.'. revision are set out in his Introduction. 

Sachau'suggests that the copy used byT . ... 'U made when 1.1. was in Ray 
by Salama b. Fao;llal-Abrash al-AI4-ari, becauseTquotes I.I. according to 
I. Fadl's ri«,lfya. A third eopy was made by Yunus b. Bukayr in Ray. 
Thil was used by 1. al-Athir in his Utdu'l-GMba. A copy of part of this 
recension exists in the Qarawlyin mosque at Fez. The te"t, which contains 
some important additions to Ihe received text. I hope to publishshorlly. 
A founh copy wu that of the Syrian Hiriin b. Abu'ld. These last two 
copiel were used by I .Sa'd.' Lastly the Fihrist mentions the edition of 
al_Nufayli(d;2J4). 
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The Life of Muhammad 

and darkness. Then He scpanlted them and made the darkness night, 
black exceeding dark; and lie made the tight day, bright and luminous .'" 
From thil it is c1ear that'Genc:sis' is the meaning ofthe title o f t h e first 
section of the book. I.H.skippedallthe interveningpages and beganwith 
Abraham, the presumed ancestor of Muhammad. At-Azraqi quotes some 
passages from the missing section in hi, Akhhlir M«,a and a few extracts 
ar;t�.e�1::r

t:!ia�1��a�afa;:��i
l�� outside I.H.'s recension is not our 

concern, though it is to be hoped that one day a scholar will collect and 
publish a text o f i t  from the sources that lurvivelO that I.I.'I work can be 
read in its entirety u its importanoe warnnts. In this section I.I. relied on 
Jewish and Christian informants and 0:1 the book of Abii 'Abdullah Wahb 
b. Munabbih (34-110 or 114) known u K. al-Mllbtada' and also al-Iml'
iliycit of which the original title wu Qi1D1I1'I-Anbiyci'. To him he owed 
the history of the past from Adam to Jesus� and also the South Arabian 
legends, lOme of which I.H. has retained. This man also wrote a maghlhi 
book,and a fragment of it has survived.J 1.1. citethim by name only once.' 
It is natural that a book about Mubammad. 'the seal of the prophets', 
ahould give an account o f  the history of th!! t:aTly pTOphets, but the 
history. or legenda, of South Arabia demand another explanation. As 
Goldziherahowed longago.t it was in the second half of the first oentury 
that the antagonism of north and south, i.e. Quraysh and the Anp,r of 
Medina, first showed itself in literature. The An,lr, proud of their southem 
origin and of their aupport of the prophet when the QuraYBh rejected hi m , 
smarted under the injustioe of their rulers and the northerncr's c1aim to 
luperiority. Oneof the waysin whichtheir reaentment manifested itself 
was in the glorification of Himyar" great past. 1.1. as a 10yal80n of 
Medinaahared the feelings of his patrona and recounted the achievcmentl 
of their forefathers, and J.H., himself of southern descent, retained in the 
Sira u much of the original work as he thought desirable. To thilaceident 
that I.H. was a 1:limyari we owe the extracts from stories of the old South 
Arabian kings. I.H. devoted a aeparate book to the subject, the K. af-
17jiin li-Illa'nla(i mN/iiki f.:,aman{fi akllMri Q�.tan ).· 

The second section of the book which is often called al-Mab'ath beginll 
with the birth of the prophet and endt when the fint fighting from his base 
in Medina takf:llplaoe. The impres.sion one gett from this section it of 
hazy memories; the atoriet have lost their freshness and have nothing o( 
that vivid �nd sometimes dramatic detail which make the mQghii::i storics
especially in al-W�qidi.......o full of interest and excitement. Thus while the 
Medinan period i s  well documented, and e,'enta there are chronologi
cally 3!"ranged, no such accuracy, indeed no Buch attempt at it, can be 
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claimed for the Meccan period. We do not know Muhammad', age when 
he firlt came forth publicly as a religious reIonner: some say he "''IS forty, 
othenuy forty-five; we do not know his precise relation 10 the Banu 
Najjlr;thepo\'(·rty.orhi,childhoodilifits the:lMertion t�athe belon�d 
to the principal family in M�ca. The ,tory of those years II filled out wLth 
legendlandstories of miraculouseventswhich inevitably underminethe 
modern reader'I confidence in the history of this period as a whole. In  
this  section particularly, though not exclusively, 1.1.  writes historical 
introductioflS 10 hit paragraphs. A good example ia his foreword to the 
account of the persecution the prophet endured at the hands of the 
Meceans: 'When the Quraysh became distressed by the trouble caused by 
the enmity betwcen them and the apc>!Ltle and lhosc of their people who 
accepted his teaching, they stirred up against him foolish fellows who caUed 
him a liar, insulted him,and accused him of being a pott,a IOrcerer, a 
diviner,and of being�d.However the apo.tle continued to pro
claim what God had ordered him to proclaim, concealing nothing, and 
exciting their dislike by contemning their rdigion, fOr53king their idols, 
and leaving them to their unbelief'.' This is not. statement resting on 
tradition, but a concise summary of the circumstances that are plainly 
indicated by certain passages of the Quran which dea1 with this period. 

Dr the !l1ag!ul:;ihistory little need be said. For the most part the stories 
rest on the account of eyewitnesses and ha"e e\'ery right to be regarded as 
tmslworthy. 

The opinions of Muslim critics on T.I.',tmstworthinessdeserve a .pecial 
paragraph; but here IOmethingmay be said of the author's caution and his 
fairness. Aword that,·ery frequently pr�edes a statementi.:;a·amaor 
:;a'amii, 'he (they) alleged'. It carries with it more than a hint that the 
statement may not be tme, though on the other hand it may be sound. 
Thusthereare fourteen or morc occurrences oftheca\'catfrom p.87t0 
148 alone, besides a frequent note that only God knows whether a parti
cularSlatement istrueor not. Anotherindicatton of resen'e if not scepti
cism underlies the expressionflm4dhukirali,as in the story or the jinn 
who listened to Muhammad as he prayed; Muhammad's order to 'Umat 

to kill Suwayd; one of Gabriel's visits to Muhammad; the reward of two 
martyrs to the man killed by a woman.' An expression of similar import is 
fi IIIl1 balagha�i.J 

Very seldom does 1.1. make any comment of his own on the traditioll5 
he records apart from the mental reservation implied in these terms. 
Therefore when he does expresa an opinion it is the more significant. 
In hi •• ccount of the nightjoumey to Jerusalem and the ascent into heaHn 
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The Life 0/ Muhammad 

he allows us to see the working of his mind. The story is everywhere 
hedged with reservations and terms suggesting caution to the reader. He 
begins with a tale which he says has reached him (baklglulni) from several 
narraton and he has pitced them together from the stories these people 
heard (dhukira). The whole subject is a searching test of men's faith in 
which those endowed with intelligence are specially concerned. It was 
certainly an act of God, but exactly what happened we do not know. This 
opinion of his is most delicately and skilfully expressed in the words 
kay/a IM'a, 'how God wished to show him'. I. Jl.Ias'ud's words are 
prefaced byJim4 balaghanj'tmhu. There is nothing in the story to indicate 
that it is a vision. Al-l:Iasan's version is much more definite, for he asserts 
that when Muhammad returned to Mecca he told the Quraysh that he had 
been to Jerusalem and back during the night and that this so strained the 
credulity of some of the Muslims that they gave up their faith in his r evela
tions although he was able to give an accurate dcscription of Jerusalem. 
It is therefore most surprising that al-l:fasan should end his story by 
quoting Sura Il 62 'We made the viMn which we showed thee only for a 
test to men' in this context. The whole point ofal-l:fasan's ItOry is thereby 
undennined, for ifthe experience was visionary, then there was nothing 
at all incredible about it. Then follows 'A'isha's statement, Jeported by 
one of her father's family� that it was only the apostle's spirit that was 
transported; his body remained where it was in Mecca. Another tradi
tion by Mu'iwiya b. AbU Sufyin bears the same meaning. The fact that he 
had been asked whether it was a physical or a dream journey shows that the 
subjett was debated before I.I.'s day. Here U. makes a profound observa
tion which in effect means that it was immaterial whether the experience 
was real or visionary because it came from God; and just as Abraham made 
every preparation to slay his son Isaac in consequence of what he had seen 
ina dream' becauseherecogni:tcdno difference betweena divine command 
given at night during sleep and an order given by day when he was awake , 
so the apostle's vision was just as real as if it had been an actual physical 
experience. Only God knows what happened,but the apostle did see what 
he said he saw and whether he was awake or asleep the result is the same. 

The description of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus which purports to quote 
Mllhanunad's words is prefaced by xa'ama'l-Zuhri, not, as of ten, by the 
ordinary term �addathanj. Now as al-Zuhri and 1.1. knew each otht-r 
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a grain of salt. 

It is a pity that Ihe exceUent impression that one gets of the author's 
intelligence and religious perception should be marred by the concludi ng 
paragraph'on this 8ubject of the ascent into heaven which incidentally 
has had far-reaching results on European literature .through the Divine 
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Comedy.' It rules out absolutcly any but a physical cxperience and ought 
to have been recorded with its cautionary note before 1.1. made his own 
observations. Possibly the reason for iu being out of place is that it is an 
excerpt from his lecture notes; but whatever the explanation, it m an the 
effect of.his statement of the evidence.' 

The phrase 'God knov,s best' speaks for itself and needs no comment. 
It is sometimes used when the author records two conflicting traditions 
and is unable to say which is oorrect. Another indication of the author's 
scrupulousness is the phrase 'God preserve me from attributing to the 
apostle words which he did not use'. His report of Muhammad's first public 
address at Medina and his order toeach ofhis companions to adoptanot her 
as a brother are prefixed by these words and hedged byJimabawghani.l 

The author dOCll not often give us rival versions of traditions fmm 
Medina and l\'iccca; thus the account of 'Umar's conversion is inter esting.4 
It illustrates the thoroughness of our author in his search forinformat ion 

���� �: :a��� ��:St�d
t�:�:��r�1��!��id�����! �:�r::�:l �:h:: 

:�s::rs:
n�h�:��::-�nb�� :�ohe�af::�:���e l::;��t ���:��i��d �e�l� 

her, and imprcssed by her constancy, he demanded the leaf of the Quran 
thalrShewas reading. Having read it he at once accepted it as inspired and 
went to the prophet to proclaim his allegiance. 

The Meccan, 'Abdullah b. Abii Naji1), on the authority of two named 
companions or an anonymous narrator, gives another venion in 'Urnar', 
own words to the effect that his convefllion was due to his hearing the 
prophet recite the Quran while praying at the Ka:ba one night. In both 
narratives it was the Ouran which caused his convenion. In the fint 
vefliion'Umarwasaffectedbythe bearingofhissisterandsecured apartof 
the Ouran to read himself; in the second he was affected by the private 
devotions of the prophet. Thefirststoryis prefixedbyJimabalaghanf, but 
this is cancelled as it were by the expressstaternent that it was the curre nt 
belief of the prople of Medina. U. concludes by saying that only God 
knows what really happened 

A rather difficult pmblem in literary and historical criticism ispo:sed by 
the rival traditionsS collected by the indefatigable T. from twO of I.I.'s 
pupil" Yiinus b. Bukayr and Salama b. al-Fa�l, the latter supported by 
another pupil of U.'s named Ali b. Mujihid. The first had attended his 
lectures in Kiifa; the other two his lectures at Ray. All three claim that 
they transmit what I.I. told them on the authority ofa certain 'Afif. Ido 
notknowofaparallelinI.I.'Bworktoaoontradictionrestingontheauthority 
of the same original narrator. Different traditions from different Tawb 
from different sources are to be expected in any history; but here the sam e 
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man it introduced as the authority for conflicting traditions such as are to 
be found in the latercollectiolll of hadith. 

The first tradition is lIuspert hecause it requires us to believe that from 
the earliest da)"S of his miniltry before he had any following apart from a 
wife and a young nephew Muhammad prophesied the Arab oonquClltofthe 
Byzantine and Persian empires in tht Near East. Nothing in hit lifegivCB ��: �l��

�
��t support to this claim, though it was to be IIllIde goocl aoon after 

The BCcond oontains no reference to later oonquests and maybe trust
worthy. It definitely fixes the accne at Min�, which is about three mite. 
distant from Mecca. The fint account suggests, though it doea not assert, 
that the prophet Wllll in Mecca, as he turned 10 face the Ka'ba when he 
prayed. Would he have done thit had he been in lo.lim.? Would he nol 
rather ha\'e turncd in the dircction of Jerusalem, his fint qibla? U. 
expressly affinns elsewhere' that while he was in MC1X3 Muhammad when 
praying turned his fac:e 10Wllrcb Syria. The second account I3YS nOlhing 
about the direction of his prayer. On the whole, tben, thesecond tradition 
as tranllmiued by Salama must begivcn the preference. 

It is quite easy to see why I.H. a cc:ntury later omitted both traditions; 
they were offensive to the ruting housc of'Abbas as they drcw attention 
to an unhappy past which the rulcrs, now champions of orthodory, would 
fain have forgouen. But why did 1.1. rcport them both, ifin fact he didl 
On thc whole it scems most reasonable to IUpposc that he first dictatedthc 
tradition which Yunus heard in Kufa, nOtorious for its attachment lOt he 
Alid party, and that he afterv."ards droppcd it and substituted the second 
"el1lion which Salama heard in Ray IOmc yeal1l later before he went on to 
Baghdad. T. with his usual thoroughness reported both traditions. The 
only alternath'e is to suppose that the referenc:e to the oonquests is an 
interpolation. 

There is a subtle diffcrencc: between these two \'ariants which ought not 
to be overlooked. At first light it would tctffi to be a mere detail that in the 
first tradition 'Afifwished that he had been the third to pray the Muslim 
prayer. Now there werc already three-Muhammad, Khadija, and Ali. in 
the second tradition he wished that he had been the/our/h. I f this latter is the original form of the tradition it mcara simply that he wished th at he 
hadbecnthefirstman outsidethe prophet's family circle toacccpt1slam. 
But the first tradition mc:ans more than this : by eliminating, as itwcrc, 
Muhammad himself from the trio it means that Ali was the second humUl 
being and the first male toacccpt Islam and tO ltand with Khadlja at the 
head ofatl Muslims in the order of priority. Thil has alwaya been the 
claims of the Shi'a and to thil day the priority of Ali in thit rtspect is 
hotiydisputcd.' 
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Intrinsically :as we ha\'e argued, the second tradition has the better 
claim to authenticity. If that is admined it follo\\ .. that either I.1. or his 
rwiadapted it in the interest of the Alid cause. in \·iew of the accusation 
of paniality towards the Shi'a which was levelled against 1.1.' it seenu 
probablc thal he himsclfgave a subtle twist to the tradition that had c orne 
down tohim from 'Aflf, and afterwards piayed forsafcty. 

As one would cxpect ofa book which waswrittcn inlhe eighthcenlury 
about a great religious reformer, miracles aTC accepted :as a matter of 
course. It does not rnatter if a person's allegcd powcrto work miracles 
makes his early .ufferinv and failures unintelligible, nor docs it matter if 
the penon concerned expressly disclaimed all such powen apart from the 
recitation of the Quran it8df.� The Ncar East has produced an enormous 
numbc:r of books on the mirades ofsaints and holy men and it would bc: 
.trange ind�difislamhadnot followcd inthe footstepsofits predeccssors 
in glorifying the achievcments ofitsgrcat leader at Ihe cxpcnSC' ofh is human 
greatness. Here we are concerned limply with the litefJ.ry form of .uch 
Itories, the aUlhorities that are quoted for them, and the way in whic h our 
author deals with them. To mention a few:' the prophrt summoned a 
Irte to him and it 5100d before him. Hrtold ittogo back againand backil 
went. It is intcresting to �oticc that the person for whose benefit this 
miracle was wrought regarded it as sorcery. The author's father, Isl.l�q b. 
Yasar, is responsible for the talc. Another tradition from 'Amr b/Ubayd, 
who claimed 10 have had il from Jabir b. 'Abdullah via al-l:lasan, is merely 
a midrash composed to explain Sura 5. 14 where it is said that God kepI 
the haRd! of Muhammad's enemies from doing him violrncc. The story 
ofthc Ihrone of God shalr.ing when the doon of hea\'en wereopc:ned to 
receh'e Sa'd .ho" .. how these stories grew in Ihe telling. l\tu'i!dh b. 
Rifi'a al-Zuraqi reported on the aulhorityof 'an)'one you like among my 
clan' that when Sa'd died Gabriel \'isited the prophet and asked him who it 
was that had cauKd such commotion in heaven, whereupon J\'luhammad, 
knowing that il mUlt be Sa'd, hurried off at once to find that he had die d. 
However, more was said on the subject: 'Abdullah b. Abii Uakr from 
'Amra d. 'Abdu'I-RaJ:tm�n reported that 'A'isha mel Sa'd's cousin outside 
Mecca and asked him why he did not Ihow more grief for one whose 
arrival had .haken the \'ery throne of Cod. An anonymous informant 
claimcdto ha\'e heardfrom al.Hapn al-B�ri thal the pallbeare�round 
the corpse oflhis fal, heavyman unexpcctedly light, and the prophel tol d 
them that there were other unKen bearers taking the weight wilh them; 
and again it is repeated Ihal the throne shook. Suhayli has a fairly Ion g 
passage on the tradition which goes to Ihow that KriOUS minded men did 
not like lhisswry at aJl. Some scholan tried to whittlc: away the meaning 
by suggcsting that the shaking of the throne was a metaphor for the joy 
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in hea\'en at Sa'd's arrival; others claimed that the angelic bearcrs of the 
thronc wcremeant. But Suhayll will havc nonc of this. Thc throne is a 
�reatedobject andsoit can movc. Therefore none has the right to depart 
from the plain meaning of the words. Morecn<er, the tradition is authentic 
while traditions like that of al-Barri,' !O theeifeci that it wu Sa'd'. bed 
that.hook are rightly ignored by the learned. He goes on to point out that 
al-BukMrl accepted the tradition not only on the authority of Jllb ir but 
a!so on the report of a number of other companions of the prophet-a 
further indication ofthe .nowball growth of the legend. S. findsit most 
surpri5ing thatl\1Dlik �jected the hadith and he :ldds n:lively frorn the 
point of view of later gencrations that Malik would not have it mentioned 
despite the 80undness of its transmission and the multitude of narrat or_, 
and he adds that it may be that Mllik did not regard the tradition as sound I 
The passage is instructive in that it shows how rar 1.1. could go in the 
face of one of the mOSt learned of his contemporaries in Medina. Posterity 
hu sided with 1.1. on this matter, but Malik clearly had many on his side 
at the time, mcn who would not take at its face valuc a story which they 
could not reject outof hand, ashe did, withthe wcight of contemporary 
opinion behind it. 

Another feature that stands out clearly from time to time il the insenion 
of popular stories on the Goldilocks model. For the sake of the reader 
I have rendered these atories in accord with modern usage, as the reperit ion 
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¢II lnd the storytellcr all the 'world over and invariably lead up to the 
climax which it is thc speaker'. intention to withhold until he has his 
audience on tiptoe. A good example of such stories is the narrath'eof 
Muhammad'. arrival in Medina and the invitationofoneclan aflcrano ther, 
alwlYS declined with the same WOrdl.' 

After giving due weight to the pressure of hagiology on the writer and his 
leaning toward. the Shta one must, I think, affirm that the life of Muham
mad i. recorded with honesty and truthfulnes.a and, too, an impartiality 
which i. rare in such writings. Who can read the story of al_Zabir,' who 
was given his life, family, and belongings but did not want toli\'e when the 
best men of his people had been slain, without admitting that here we have 
a true account of what actually happened? Similarly who but an impanial 
historian would have ineluded ver!K:S in which the noblegcnerous chara cter 
of the Jews of the Hija:<t was lauded and lamented? The scepticism of 
earlier writers seems to me excessi\'e and unjustified. We have only to 
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Doubts and misgivings about the authenticity of the poems in the Sjra 
aTe expressed so often by tH. that no reference to them need be gi�'en 
here. Nevertheles.s, one should be on one's guard against the tendency to 
condemn all the poetry out of hand. What I.H. says about the poetry of 
those who took part in the battle of Badr, whether or not it includes the 
verses of Hassiin b. Thlbit, namely 'These verses (of Abu USbna) are the 
most authentic of those (attributed to) the men of Badr' (p. 53<J), ca8tS 
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is undoubtedly spurious without a thorough investigation which has no t 
yet bcenundertaken. The poems he cites on pp. 28<Jand 728 he got from 
'A�im b. QatMa, while those on pp. 590, 789, and 793 come from 'Abdullah 
b. Abu Bakr.' We know, too, that Musl h. 'Uqba cited verses.' 

An early critic of poetry, al-JumaJ:!P (d. 231), though perhaps rather 
one-sided and ill balanced in his judgement on U., makes someobserva
tions which cannot fail to carry conviction. He says: 'Muhammad b. 
IsJ.llq was one of those who did harm to poetry and corrupted it and passed 
on all sorts ofTubbish. He was one of those leamed in the biography of the 
prophet and people quoted poems on his authority. He used 10 excuse 
himself by saying that he knew nothing about poetry and that he merely 
passed on what was communicated to him. But that was no excuse, for he 
wrote down in the Sira poems ascribed to men who had never uttered a 
line ofvel"tie and of women too. He even went to the length of including 
poems of 'Ad and Thamud! Could he not have asked himself who had 
handed on these verses for thousands of yean when God said: "He 
destroyed the first 'Ad and Thamud and left none remaining'" while of 
'Ad he said "Can you see anything remaining of them ?"J and "Only God 
knows 'Ad and Thamud and those who came after them." '6 Some of these 
poems are quoted by T.' 

L al-Nadim' goes farther by suggesting that l.J.waspartytothe fraud· 
the verses were composed for him, and when he was asked to include them 
in his book he did so and brought himself into ill repute with the rhapso
dists. Occasionally I.I. says whothe authority for thepoctrywas.' 

Obviously at this date cridcism of the poetry of the Sira can be bascd 
only on historical and perhaps in a les.scrdcgree on literary and stylistic 
grounds. Some of the poetry dealing with raids and skinni�hes, tribal 
boasting, and elegies scems to come from contemporary sources, and no 
reasonable person would deny that poctic contests bctwecn Meccan and 
Medinan poets really took place: everything we know of ancient Arab 

' Abo pp. 95 .... '· Cf. the oorreopondin, puaqeo in T. '71�, '7]5. 
· Cf.I.S.iii.a4' 
• TG/><Jq6II1l_S}",'anl',ed.J. Hell,Leiden" 9.6,P·.· � �r��:��:,��� i. a36, �3;' �:� ::�.8 
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Since these words were written two theses have been written in the 
Unh·ersity of London: the first by Dr. M. A. 'Azz.am deals with the style, 
language, and authenticity of the poctrycontained in the Sira; thesewnd 
by Dr. W. 'Anfat with the DiwlIlI of l:Iasdn b. Thiibit. A brief summary of 
their findings will not be out of plaee here. 

Between the period covered by the SiTa and the editing of the book 
itself loom tbe 1'.1'0 tngedies of Karbal."', when a1-Husayn and his followers 
werellain in 61, and the SlIck of Medina in A.II. 63 when lOme ten thousand 
of the An,ar including no leas than eighty of the prophet's companions 
areuid to have been PUI 10 death. Much of the poetry of thc Sira was 
meant to be read against the I»ckground of those tngedies. III aim is to 
set forth the claim. of the A�r to prominence in Islam not only as men 
who supported the prophet when the Quraysh oppoted him, but as men 
descended from kings. The prophet was the grandson of 'Abdu'I-Mu!
,a1ib, who was the son of Hishim and a woman of the B. al-Na.ijilr, and so 
of Ylmani stock. 'Your mother was of the pure stock of Khuzil'a . . . .  To 
the heroes ofSabl' her line gocs back',says the poet in his elegy on 'Abdu' 1-
Munalib.' 

Apart from their great service to the prophet in giving him a home when 
Qunysh cast him out. Ihe An�lr long before had been partners with 
Qunysh, for was it not Rizil�, the half-brother of Qup,yy, who came to the 
aid of the ancestors of Quraysh from the Yaman 1 Had it nol been fur the 
Anfilr there would have been no Islam: had itnot beenfortheir �nceston, 
the poct implies, Quraysh would not have been established in l\1eeca. 

On p. 18 there il thinly disguised An,�ri-Shi'a propaganda: 'The one 
you killed was the hest of us. Theone who lived is lord over us and all of 
you arelords' would be reeognized by many as a referencc to the killing of 
a1-HUflIyn and the 'lords' would hethe Umayyadi. The account of the 
Tubba'i march against Mecca and his great respttt for its sanclity stands 
in clear contrast with the treatment it received from the Umayyads when 
al-l:Iajjlj bombarded it. 

w ... hh. whm ovcn kintmen rcfuo,o lhri. hrlp; .... ...... who m"'mino .. hm .... comel.· 
udden lredry;th.e"" .. Id"",rull orth.ehumpandfo.oftho .�I; _ whodn'Ote.he 
K.meof ..... y,;, to hoopitali.y.di .. ribulinlllh.d""g • •  mon'.hrm .. t.· ..... he ... owo dic_ 
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After a careful study of the language and style of this verse Dr. 'Au.am 
comes to the conclusion that comparatively little of it dates from the time 
of the prophet. 

Dr. 'Ararat comes to much the same conclusion with regard to the 
ve� attributed toI:lQl1n. A few of the outst.anding arguments will be 
gil'en here. He finds that the euJogy on the An..,r (p. &}J) which is attri
buted to Ka'b b. Zuhayr is in the same rhyme and metre at the poem of 
al-Akhtal' which was :",ri�ten at the instigation of Yazld. There we find 
the words 'Ilaseness i. under the turbans of the A�r'. A careful com
parison ofthe relevant passages in the two pocms shoWi that the one in the 
Sira is the answcrto thconc in the Agh5ni. 

Abdullah b. Abu Bab i. rcported to hnc said: 'The Anp.r were 
respected and feared until the battle of �Ia.rrai afterwards people were 
emboldencd to attack them and they occupied a lowly place.' It i. inthc:se 
circumstancC8, notthose ofthe prophet'l companions daily increasing i n 
power and prC8tige, that wc must look for the background of 'You will find 
that none ill U!ICS or abuscs tabut a base fellow whohasgoneutray'(p. 626). 

On p. 474 a poem which I.H. attributes to 1:Ia.s.san's son, 'Abdu'I-RaQ.
man, obviotaly dates from a latcrgencration: 'My people are thosc who 
she1tcred the prophct and belicvcd in him when the pcople of the land were 
unbelievers except for choicesoub who were forcrunncf3 of righteous men 
and who were helpef3 with thc helpef3.' What can this mean but that some
one is .peaking of the past ICrviccs of his people to thc prophet 1 Further, 
it is llrange language to impute to l:Iassm. It was he who called the new
comen vagrants jaMbib and regarded them as an unmitigated nuisance. 
He did not house any of the muluijirin, nor wu he a 'brother' to onc of 
them. A still clearer reference to a formergcncration is to be found on 
p. 917 (again I.H. attributed it to Abdu'I-Ra�mlln) which says: 'Those 
people were the prophet'. he1pef3 and thcyare my peoplei to them I come 
when l relatcmy descent: 

Dr. 'Ararat notes that in the Sira there are se\'cnty-cight poemsattri
butedto l:lasdni the authcnticityoffifteenofthemis questionedor denied 
outright. The text of the pocmon p. 7J8 in ita rival forms illustrates the 
way in which verses attributed to l:lasslln were interpolated and additiona I 
verses fabricated. Here T. gives only the first fivc \'ersesi the Diwtin 
intcrpolates two verscs after the first line and adds two at the end. On 
the other hand, the last three \'crses in the Sira are not to be found in 
either of the other authorities. In the Aghani' the poem is still longer and 
according to thcn'waya of MlqI'ab but withoutal-Zuhri's authority. The �

m 
����h emerge from a study of the circumstances which Burround thia 

I. l:Iudn resented the growing numbers and influence of the Muslim 
refugees. 
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• C.iro, '9ll. ;W.I59.Cf··57, .... ""nothe .hort.rvc .. ion ofT.; • •  iven 



2. After the attack on B. al-Munaliq a quarrel arose between the 
Meccans and Medinans about the use of a well. 'Abdullah b. Ubayy 
said : 'They rival our numbers kathara;' he called them jaltihib and 
threatened that when they got back to Medina the stronger a'au 
would drive out the weaker. The words italicized are the very worda 
used by l:Iassin in this poem. From this it is clear that l:Iassm is 
expressing not only his own opinion about the J\.1uslims but that of 
'Abdullah b. Ubayy andhis party. 

3. It was during this journey that the scandal about 'A'ishaarose. 
F. $afwin stmck l:Iassin with his sword. According to the introduction 

to the poem in the Diwdll $afwin attacked l:Iassin because he had 
accused him of spending the night with 'A'isha. But in the AgMlli 
$afwiin wounded l:Iassin at the instigation of the prophet because 
his house was the centre of diuffection against the Muslims. The 
other explanation oftbe auackon l:Iasdn is added inal-AghtIniu an 
afterthought. However, there is no reason why both versions should 
not be oorred. l:Iassin'a most dangerous offence was his complaint 
against the Muslim intmders; but when he slandered 'A'isha he 
provided the prophet with an admirable reason for punishing him 
severely for an offence which would not engage the aympathies of the !:!�r!��:
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��ffected, they could hardly support 

With the further ramifications of the slory we are not concerned; 
sufficient hasbeen ll3idto showthat thepoem sofaras verse s is g<:nuine 
and is directed solely against the Muslim refugees whose presence had 
beeome a nuisanceto J:lassm. ln th.is poem he saysnothingat all about 
$afwin. The last three lines have doubtless been added to whitewash 
l:Iassln. As poetry they will not bear comparison with the genuine verses 
and T was thoroughly justified in discarding them. 

Another apecimen of the spurious poetry fathered on J:lassm is to be.. 
found on p. 936 which belongs to a later generation. Here it is not the 
prophet who is praised but his 'house': 'How noble are the people (qaum) 
whose party (IM'a) is the prophet! . . .  They are the best of all living 
creatures: When we remember the resentment with which the Ar4lr in 
general and J:lassin in particular felt when they got no share in the booty 
ofJ:lunayn, the line 'Take from them what comes when they are angry and 
setnotyourheartson whatthey withhold'is singularly inept 

Another point which militates against the authenticity of poems attri
buted to l:lasdn is the prominence which is often given to the Aus. It 
cannot be supposed that a Khauajitewould ignore the achievements of his 
own tribe or put them in the second place as on p. 455 when we remember 
that the hostility between the two tribes persisted long after Islam was 
established. A plain exampie of a later AlUjiri'l work is given on p. 711, 
where the poem begins: 'Omypeopleisthereanydefence against fate and 
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can the good old days retum?' an impouible attitude for a Mus lim to take 
during the prophet's lifetime. 

Again, when i:lassln i. reported to have said 'The best of the bdie\'en 
havc followed one another to death' (p. 799), it is sufficient to remem ber 
that practically all the prophet's principal companions survived U�ud 
But when thisClirdeu forger wrote all the best Muslims had long been 
dead. However, we have not got to his main point which il to glorify the 
house of Hilshim: 'They are God's near ones. He sent down His wisdom 
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a member of their family. Divine wisdom is gi\'en to them. 
These twO studies lay bare the wretched language in which many of 

these poeml are written and incidentally bring out the difficultiawhich a 
translator has to cope with when the rules of Arabic syntax and the mor
phologyof the language are treated withscant rupect. ln fine itmay be 
said that their well-documented conclusions made it abundantly dear 
that the judgement of the ancient critica-particularly al·Jumal.tl -isjusti. 
fied up to the hilt,' 

TheptlTlial mtoTatiQn ojthe/01/ original 

Once the original text of 1.1. existed inat leastfifteen ,;wtf}'as:� 

1. lbr1him b. Sa'd, II0-84 Medina 
2. Ziyld b. 'Abdullah al.Bakkn, d. 183 KQfa 
3· 'Abdullahb. ldrlsal·Audi, 115-92 
... YQnus h. Bukayr, d. 199 
5. 'Abdab. SuLaym!in,d. 187/8 
�: �a��I�.\�·

'I����::a:
v����4 Ba�hdad 

8. Jarir b. i:liizim, 85-170 n�ra 
9. HJriin b. AbQ'I$I B�ra? 

10. Salama b. al.FaQl al.Abruh,d. 191 Ray 

:�: f����;i!I���L�I�k��;r80 
13· Sa'ld b. nazi' 
14. 'Uthm:!n b. S�j 
IS. Muhammad b. Salama al·l:!arrn;tl, d. 191 

It has been my aim to restore 10 far as is now possible the text of 1.1. 
as it left his pen or as he dictated it to his bearen, from excerplS in later 
texlS, disregarding the Mabda' section as I.H. did and for at least one of 

, Seer"rthe.A. Gwl l ... ",., 'The Bio .... phy or ,ho l'roph.t in R«.n, Reat"",h', II#JOJa·c 
00-Inl' �" QS4 

· 1 t.- owIopted tho lio . ,;  ..... by Flkk in hioodmirahle ............ pb. p . «,  .. hor ... f"U 
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hisrusoru. Atfirtt l wastempted tothinlr.thata greatdealofthe original 
had been lost-and it may well be that it has been loat-for it is dear that 
the scurrilous 3uacb on the prophet which J.H. mentions in his Introduc
tion arc not to bc found anywhere. But on the whole I think itis lilr.ely 
that we h3ve the gTC3ter P3rt of what 1.1. wrote. Doubtless more was said 
for Ali and against 'Abbls, but it is unlikely that such material would add 
much to our Ir.nowledge of the history of the period. Possibly to ua the 
most interesting excisions would be pangraphs containing infoflll3tion 
which I.I, gathered from Jewl and ChristiaJ1ll i but in 311 probability the 
Mabda' contained most of such passagcs. Still, it is unlikely that thOllC 
passagn which have been allowed to remain would have excited the 
annoyance that lOme of his early critia express on this aroTC. Ibnu'l
Kalbl'. K. al-A,1I6", gives a warning against exaggerated hopca. Ylqut 
had made copious extraCll from it in his Gtographica/ Dictionary, 80 
interesling and 80 important for our Ir.nowledge of the old Anbian heathen
ism that the great Noldeke cxpresscd the hope that he .,.-ould live to 8eC the 
text of the lost original discovered. He did; but a collation of the original 
.,.-ork with the cxcerpts made byYlqiit Ihowl that practially everything 
of value had bccn uscdand nothing ofcnl lignificance wastobe lcarned 
fromthe discovcry ofthe mothcrtext. However, in. textofthe nature of ��

t
�:':

u
�
�

i:!u
I
s
.
w.asible that a twist may be given to the narrative by an 

The writers from whom lOme of the original can be recovered are: 

I. Muhammad b. 'Umar al-Wlqidi, d. 207 
2. Abu'l-Walid Muhammad b. Abdullah al-Azraql from his grand-

father (d. c. 220) 
J. Muhammad b. Sa'd,d. 2JO 
4. Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad b. Muslim b. Qutayba, d. 270 or 276 
s. AJ.lmadb. Y�yilal-Ba".dhuri,d. 279 
6. Abli ]a'farMuhalllmad b. ]irir al-Tabari, d . J l o  
7 .  Abu Sa'ldal-J:lasan b. 'Abdullahal-Sirif'i, d. J68. 
8. Abu'I-l:Iuan 'Ali b. Muhammad b. J:labib al-Milwardi, d. 450 
9. Abu'I-l:Iasan 'Alib. al-Athir, d.6Jo 

10. Yiisuf b. YaJ.lya al-Tldali known as I. al-ZayYlt, d. 627 
11. lsm.i'il b. 'Umarb. Kathir, d· n4 
12. Abu'I-FaQI AJ.lmad b. 'Ali . . .  b.l:lajaral-'Asqalani, d.8S2/1449. 

For our purpoac none of theae has the importancc of T whose tcxt 
rcsts on thc riwii)'a of Salama and Yiinuab. Bukayr. Bcsidesthe impolUnt 
textual variants which will be found in the translation from timc to time, 
he it is who reports from I.J. the prophet'l temporary concession to poly
thcism at Meoca (It9Q f.) and the capture of'Abbu at Badr(I44I). 

J. al-Wlqidi. Only the Magluizi hll iurvived from the very largc 
number 'of his writings. A third of it was published by von Kremer in 
1856 from a poor manuscript" ",d until the work hu bccncditcd iu valuc 
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cannot bc accurately assessed.' The abridged translation by Wellhausen> 
gives the reader all the salient facts, but his mcthod of epitomizing enable d 
him to avoid difficulties in the tcxt which call for explanation. Waqidi 
makes no mention of 1.1. among his authorities. The r�ason for this 
doubtless is that he did not want to refer to a man who already enjoyed a 
great reputation all an authority on magJurziandso let it seem that his own 
book Wall a mere amplification of hill predecessor's. It is by no means 
ccrtain that he made use of I.I.'s book, or traditional lore, for he quoted 
hillauthorities, e.g, a1�ZuhrI, Ma'mar, andothers, directIy. On the other 
hand, he did not bcliule I.I. of whom he spoke warmly as a chroni<:ler, 
genealogist, and traditionist, who transmitted poetry and was an indefati
gable searcher of tradition, a man to bc trusted.1 

It folloWI that strictly Wliqidi is not a writer from whom in the present 
state of our knowledge we can re<:on.9truct the original of the Srra; but as 
his narrative often runs parallel with I.I.'s work, sometimes abridging, 
sometimes expanding, hi.! stories i t i s a  valuable if uncontrolled supporter 
thereof. Not until his MagluIri hall l?een published and studied as it 
deserves to bc can a satillfactory comparison of the two books bc made. 
One thing is abundandy clear, namely that Wliqidi often includes stories 
which obviously come from eyewitnesses and often throw valuable light 
on events which are obscure in 1.1. Indeed it ought to bc said that the 
Sirais incompJetewithoutWliqidi.4 

2. AI-A2:raqi's Akhbar Makkais of great value in matters archaeological. 
His authority is 'Uthmlin b. Saj. 

3. I. Sa'd's Akhlxinll-Nabi is more or less all he communicated it to 
his pupils. This was afterwards combined with his Tabaqat in 300 by 
I. Ma'n1f. Volumes la, b and IIa, b in the Berlin edition deal with. the 
former prophets, Muhammad'.childh.ood, h.ilImission, the hijra, and h.i.! 
campaigns, ending with his death, burial, and elegies thereon. 1.5. has 
much. more to sayan some matten than 1.1., e.g. letters and embassies, and 
th.e proph.et's last illness, while h.e sho\\'lI no interest in pre-Islamic Arabia . 
For th.e MagluI.II'iWliqidt is hi.! main authority. The Tabarpil deals with. th.e i�����'S companions and the transmittol'S of tradition, including the 

i. L Outayba's K. al-Ma'rIni contain a few short and inexact citations. 
5. Al-Balldhuri's FU/�u'I-Buldiin adds very little to our knowledge. 

De Goeje's index gives twelve references. Th.e first two6 which. De 
Goeje, followed by Notdeke,7 notes as not being in the Sira would never 
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have found a place there as they obviously bclong to I.1.'s lost book on jiqh. They deal with the question of how much water a man may retain 
on his land before he lets it Aow down to his neighbour's ground. The 
last fil'e citations belong to the age of the caliphs and need not concern us. 
The remainder have a slight value for tcxtual criticism. Sometimet they 
lend suppon to T.'I I'ersion, and once at least a citation prol'CI that the 
tradition was not preserved orally becausc the variant ceadingl could only 
have come about through a transfer of a dot from the first to the second 
lcttcrwith the consequent misreading of the third. The citations are brief 
and concise: they tell all the truth that the writcr needed for hil purpose 
bUlnotthe whole truth,whichwould hal'e been irrelevant. 

6. Tablri. A list of the additions to I.H.'l fCCcnsion has been gil'cn by 
Niildeke' and enough has been lIidabout his value a a witneu to the 
originll tcxt ofthc Sira. NO lttcmpt ha been made to recoI'cr the lost 
part of the Jl,fabda' from his Ta!sir. Where his variants arc merely stylistic 
and do not affeci the sense of thc passage I hll'e igllored them. Practically 
111 of them will be found in the footnotCl to the Leyden edition. He was 
familiar with four of the reoensions, numbers 4,7, 9. and loon the list 
gi\'en above, much the IJIOSt frequently cited being YClOusb. Bukayr. On 
one occasion (t07-4-. 12) he remarks that I.I.'I account is 'more satisfacto ry 
than that of HisMm b. l\'luhammad' [al-Kalbl d. 20-4- or 206]. LH. he 
ignores altogether and he omiu a good deal of the poetry now in the Sira. 
Whether his aclcction was go\'erned by taste, whether he thought some ofi t 
irrelevant, or whether he regarded it as spurious I can find no indication 
He of len gh·CI the iltUid which is lacking in 1.1. {cf. 1794. 12). Cnone 
occasion at least (cf. W. 411 with T. 1271) it looks as if the narrath·e has 
been deliberately recast. T. frequently omits the taf/iya and tnr{liyuas 
ancient writers did.' LH. omits Ka'b's poem and the mention of its pro
\·oking a killing, d.65I with T IHS· 

7. Al-Sir"lfl contributes an interesting addition to W. 882. 
8. A1-Mawardi has nothing of imponance to add. 
9. J. al-Athlr in his Kiimil is prone to throw his authorities together 

and produce a smooth running account from the sum of what they all 
said, dropping allsubordinate details. However, he quotes 1.1. ten times.l 

10. I. al.Zayy�t, see onp. 640 (W.). 
II. I. Kalhir 80metimCl agrees with I.H. \·erbatim. SometimCl he 

quotes Ibn Blikayr where he off'ers what is in eff'ect the same siories in 
diff'erent wordl. l propose todevote a special study to this riU:iiya. 

12. Ibn l�ajar. Again little of importance.· 
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The Life of Muhammad 

Ibn Js�iJq'$ upulalion 

Unfortunately for our pu� which isto reoord the opinion ofour 
author's co-religionisl8 on his trustworthiness u a historian, their judge -
ment is affected by his other writings, one of which called SUfUln is men
tioned by !;IijjT KhaUfa.' This was freely quoted by Abu Yl1auf (d. 18z),' 
but failed to hold its own and went out of circulation comparatively ea rly. 
If we knew more about the contenl8 of this book, which by reason of ill 
early date presumably would halle had a considerable influence on the 
daily life of Muslims had it be1:n allowed to continue to challengc other 
reporten ofthe apostle's dcedsand words, welhould bcthebctterableto 
assess the Ilalue and relellance ofearly Muslim criticism on J.J. when it 
was most definitely hostile. It is not always his book the Situ which i� 
attacked but the man himself, and if hil nullla work nn counter to the 
schools of law that were in proccss of development the author could not 
hope to escape strong condemnation. 1t is most important that this fact 
should not be ollerlooked. In the passage Wilstenfeld quotedJ from 
Abil'I-Fatl:t M. b. M. b. Sayyidu'I-Nu al-Ya'marl al_Andalusi (d. 7HI 
1334) the distinction bctween traditions ofa general nature and tradi tions 
about the prophet'. sunna is clear and unmistakable. A�mad b. !;Ianbal'. 
aonstatedthathis father included l.l.'shadith inhis Mumad, but refused 
to regard him as an authority on IJlfum. While it is true that there are a 
few stories in the Siru which report the prophet's practice in certain 
matten ana ao provide an authoritative guide for the future behalliour of 
the laithful in similar circumstanccs, and while it is also true that in one or 
two instanccs the principle underlying thesc actions is in conflict with the 
findings of later lawyers, they form an insignificant part of the S;fU, al\d it 
may safely be concluded that I. !;Ianbal"s objection to I.I.'s authority 
app!ies almostexclusillely tohis lostv,ork, theSufUllI 

Apostolic Indition in Islam, as Goldziher showed long ago, is the 
battlefield ofwarringscas striving forthemastery ofmen'smindsandthc 
control of their behalliour with all the weight that Muhammad's presumed 
or fabricatcd cxample could bring to bear. The carlier the tradition, or 
collection of traditions, the less this tendency is in evidence; but we ha ve 
alrcady seen thatI.l. occasionally.uccumbcd tothe tempution to glorify 
Ali at the expense of 'Abbls. This would seem to be supremely unneccs
sary when one can read exactly what 'AbMs's position lI,'as: at first hostil e; 
sccondly neutral; and lastly, when the iasue was no longer in doubt, a 
professed Muslim. Obviously since no attempt is made to conceal or 
diminish the affectionate 10yaityofAbii Bakr or the staunch championshi p 
of'Umar, our author was no unbalanccd fanatica1 supporter of the claims 
of Ali. Ali appears as the great warrior when rillal champions fought 

ha"" no!. bftn .bl� I" coll.'� ..... pAUOO(In ... ilh ..... 1U1 "r,he SI,,,. See 0100 .. hat}uo. hem 
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between the opposing ranks, but the inestimable sen'ices of his two 
senioroontemporaries are ne\,crthrust into the background. 

In the historyof tradition in the techniClll se�. that is to say'in the 
corpus of hadith vcnerated by Sunnls e\'crywhere, I.I. takes a minor 
position in Ipite of his great and ob\'ioul merits as an honest, slraight. 
forward collector of all the information that was known about Muhammad. 
There an: se\'eral reasons forthil: the principal reason is that he had no 
information to gh'e on all the e\'cr)'day mattcrs which fill the canonical 
boob of tradition, or when he had hc put them in his Sunan. Ifhereponcd 
Muhammad'i words it was in reference to a paniculare\'cnt in tbe narra· 
ti\'e he recorded; they were eyoked naturally by the circumstanccs. Thul 
al.Bukhilrl,though he often mcntions 1.1. in the hcadings of his chaptcrs, 
hardly ife\'er cites him for the matter ofa tradition, unless that traditi on 
issupponedbyanotherislltid. l\luslim,who classifiestradilionsasgenuine. 
good, and weak, puts 1.1. in the second category. To anyone with an 
historical sense this was a monstrous injustice, but it must be remembered 
that by the middle of the third century the fonn ofa hadith mattered more 
than its substance, and provided t.hat the chain of guarantors was un· 
exct';ptionableanything could be included. 

The best and most comprehensi\'e summary of Muslim opinion of I. I. is 
that of 1. Sayyidu'I.Nb in his 'Uyiin af·Athar If. juniini'/.maghrIzi wa'l· 
sham5'ili wn'l·siyar. He collected all the rcferenccsto our author that he 
could find, both fayourable and unfal'ourable, and then answered the 
attacks that had bccn made on him. The rele\'ant passage will be found in 
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ranslatiOn in German. The following is a short summary of 

(a) Those fa\'ourableto 1.1. were: 'The best infonned man about the ����)I 1.1. al·Zuhrf: Knowledge will remain in Medina as along as 

Shu'ba. 8S-I60: Truthful in tradition, the amiroftraditionistsbccause 
of his memory. 

Sufym b. 'Uyayna, 107-98: I sat with him some SC\'enty yeal1l� and 
none of the Medinans luspccted him orlpoke dispar1lgingly of him. 
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Dul:laym of MMik'1 distrust of 1.1. he denied that it referred to his 
\,el1lcity as a tl1lditionist, but to his qadaritc hercsy. 

Abiif:(lI.tim: I-lis traditionl areeopied down(by others), 
I. al-MadinT: Apostolie tl1ldition originally lay with 6 men; then it 

became the propcrty of 12, of whom I.L is one, 
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AbU. Mu'iwiya: A great memory: others confided their traditions to 
his memory for safe keeping. 

al_ Bukhlri: Al_Zuhrl used to get his knowledge ofthe ",agMrifrom 1.1. 
'A��ah b. Idrls al-Audl: was amazed at his learning and often cited 

M�!���
o
�e was attacked for relllOR8 which had nothing to do with 

Yazld b.Hlriin:Were thereasupreme relatof oftl'2dition it would be r.1. 
Ali b. al-MadInI: Hill ahadith are sound. He had a great reputation in 

Medina. Hishlm b. 'UN"a" objection to him is no argument agaiMt 
him. He may indeed have talked to the latter's wife when he was a 
young man. His verac::ity in hadith is self-evident. I know only of 
twothatare rejected asunsupponed' which nootherwriter reported. 

al-'ljli: Truatworthy. 
Ya�ya b. Ma'in: Firm in tradition. 
A�mad b. l:ianbal: Excellent in tradition. 

(h) The writcr then gocs on to state all that has bcenMid agairut I.r. 
Omitting detai .. of little significance wc are left with the following charges 
which I. Sayyidu'l-Nb goes on to discuss and refute. Muhammad b. 
'Abdullah b. Numayr Mid that when I.r. reported what he had hcard from 
well-known persons his tl'2ditions were good and true, but he sometimes 
reported worthleu sayings from unknown people. Y�ya b. al-QatJin 
wouldne\'er quote him. Al;unad b. l:Ianbal quoted him with approval, and 
when it Will remarked how excellent the stories (q#llI) were he smiled in 
surprise. His son admitted that A�mad incorporated many of 1.1.'1 
traditions in hi' Mumad, but he never paid heed to them. When he Will 
uked if his father regarded him as an authority on what a Muslim must 
or must not do he replied that he did not. He himself would not accept a 
tradition which only I.I. reported. He used 10 relate a tradition which he 
gathered from a number of people without indicating who had contributed 
ite separate pam. I. al-Madini said" that at times he was 'fairly good'. 
AI.MaymOnl reported that 1. Ma'in I SHJJ Mid he was 'weak', but orhcn 
denied thathe�idlO. Al·DOrfaaid he was tfUBtwonhy but not 10 be used 
as an authority iii. fiqh, like MAlik and others. AI.Nasi', aaid that he was not 
'trong. AI.Dlraqutnlsaid that a tradition from 1.1. on the authority of hi, 
father was no legal proof: it could be used only to oonfirm what was already 
hcld tobe binding. Ya�yib. Sa'idsaid that though he knew I.I. in KUfa 
he abandoned him intentionally and ne\'er wrote down traditiODlon hi, 
authority. AbO m'Od al·Tayilisi (IJI-20J) reported that l:IammM b. 
Salima aaid that unleu neccssity demanded it he would not hand on a 
uadition from 1.1. When Milik b. Anas mentioned him he uid, 'he is one 
of the antichristll'. When Hishim b. 'Urn'a was told that I.I. reported 
something from Filima he said, 'the rascallicsj when did he see my wife?' 

' Tl>ac pn>bt.blyboJonrto tboS..-. 



When Abdullah b. A]:lmad told his father of this he aaid that this was not to 
be held against 1.1.; he thought that he might well have rec.eived pennisaion 
to interview her, but he did not know. He added that MlIik was a liar. 
I. Idris uid that he talked to l\Ulik about the MaghiUiand how I.l. had 
said that he was their surgcon and hesaid, 'Wedrovehim from Medina'. 
Makkl b. Iblihfm aaid that he attendcd lecturcs of his; he ustd to dye his 
hair. When he mentioned traditions about the divine attributes he left 
him and ne\'er went Nd. On another oc::casion he said that when he left 
him he had attended twe1ve IC1:tures of his in Ray. 

AloMufa44al b. Ghass4n &aid that he was present when Yazid h. Hlrun 
wu rebt� traditions in al-Baqi' when a number of Medinans were 
listening. When he mentioned I.I. they withdrew aay�; 'Don't tell us 
anything that he said. We know better than he.' Yazid went among them, 
but they would not listen and so he withdrew. 

Abu Dli"ud aaid that he heard AJ:unad b. l:Ianbal say that I.I. was a man 
withalo\'eoftradition,sothathetookothermen'lwritingsandinoorporated 
Ihem in his own. Abu 'Abdullahnid that he prcferred I.l. lo Mi:iIlb. 
'Ubaydaal-Rabadhi. A]:lmad aaid lhatheusedto re1atetradilionsas though 
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aaid'A said'. 
Abu 'Abdullah said that I. I. came to Baghdad and paid no attention to 

thote who related hadith from al·Kalbi and OIhcl'1 laying that he was no 
authority. AI-Fallis (d. 249) said that after being with Wahb h. Jarir 
reading before him the maghtiziboo1r. which hill father' had 8llt from 1.1. 

:��
et Ya]:lyl b. Qall�n who said that we had brought a pack of lies from 

A]:lmad b. J�anNI said that in mtllluizi and such matters what U. aaid 
could be wrinen down; but in legal matters funher confirmation was 
necessary. In spite of lhe large numbcr of traditions without a proper 
im4d he thought highly of him as long as he said 'A told us', 'B informed 
me', and 'I heard'. I. Ma'in did not lilr.e to ust him as an authority in 
legal matters. Abu I:Iltim aaid that he was weak in tradition yet preferable 
to Afla]:l b. Sa'id and his traditioru could be written down. Sulaymln 
al-Taymi called him a liar and Ya]:lyl a[.Qallln said that he could only 
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that he was and he ga\'e as his reason HisMm b. 'Urwa's oath 10 that effect. 
Tilt latter's reason was that he reported traditions from his wife Fllima. 

Abu Bakr al-Khalib said thatsorne authorities accepted hill tradition. 
u pro\'iding proof for legal precedent while othel'1 did not. Among the 
reasons for rejC1:ting hill authority wu that he was a Shi'i, that he wasllid 
to hold the view that man had free will, andthat his ilrtiidlwcre defe ctive. 
At for hiB truthfulnC3S, it could not be denied. 
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and what they base on unknown informants is to be rejected while that 
coming from known people is accepted. Sufy1n b. 'Uyayna ga\·e up Jarir 
al-ju'ftaftcr he had heard more than a thousand traditions from him , and 
yet he narrated traditions on his authority. Shu'ba related many traditions 
from him and others who were stigmatized as 'weak'. 

As to A1;Lmad's complaint that he recorded composite traditions without 
assigning the matter of them to the scveral contributors, their words 
agreed however many they were; and e\'en if they did not yet the meanin g 
was identical. There is a tradition that Withila b. a1-Asqa' said: 'If I gh'e 
you the meaning of a tradition {not in the prtcise words that were US«!) 
that is sufficient for you.' Moreover, Muhammad b. SirTn laid that he 
used to hear traditions from ten different people in ten different words with 
the lame meaning. A1;Lmad's complaint that 1.1. took other men's Writings 
and incorporated them in his own acrount cannot be regarded u serious 
until it can be proved that he had no licence to repeat them. One must look 
at the method of transmission: if the words do not plainly ncce&sitate a n 
oral communication, then theaccusationoftadliJ' lies. But we ought not to 
accept such a eharge unless the word. plainly imply that. If he expressly 
saYSlhal he hMrdpeople say something when in fact he did not, that is a 
downright lie and purc invention. It is quite wrong to say luch a thing of 
1.1. unless the worda leave no other choice.� When A1;Lmad'. son quoted 
his father as saying that 1.1. was not to be regarded as an authority in 
legal matters though he laW how tolerant he was to non-legal matters which 
make up the greater part of the Magh4zi and Ihe prophetic biography, he 
applied thisadverscjudgement On ,f1I11QII to other matters. Such an exten
sion isexcluded byhis truthful reputation 

As to Ya1;Lyil.'s saying that he was trustworthy but not authoritative in 
legal matters, it is sufficient for ul that he is pronounced trustworthy. 
If only men like al-'UmarT and Milik were acceptable there would be 
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1.1. His refusal to accept him as an authority in legal matters has alread y 
been dealt with under AJ.tmad. Ya1;Ly1 made no distinction between them �:����r traditions in the way of complete acceptance or downright 

Other attacks on his reputation rcst on points that are not explainoo an d 
for the most part the agents are unfair. Evcn in legal matters Abii 'lsi 
al-TirmidhiandAbiil:lltimb.l:libb3n (d.354) acceptedhimuan authority. 

The rcfutation o£his opponents would not have been undertaken were 
it not for the fa\'ourable yerdict and praise that the leamed gne him. 
But for that a few of the charges would have sufficed to undermine his 

�R:"'���:�r:=�! 1enn it clear from 1he con1u'. W.·.J<>hthe .... ,,"' ... 
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Slories, since but a few attacD on a man'. good faith, explicit or not, are 
enough to destroy the reputation of one whose former circurTl!tances are 
not known when an impartial critic has not done him justice. In his book about trushvorthy narnltors Abli I:Iatim said that the two 
men who attacked r.r. were HisMm and MJlik. The former denied that 
he had heard traditions from Falima. But what he said does not impugn 
men'a veracity in hadith, for 'followers' lilr.e al-Aswad and 'Alqama hear d 
'A'isha'. voice without teeing her. Similarly 1.1. used. to hear Falima 
when the curtain waa letdown between them. As fOf Malilr., what he said 
WII momentary and aftenvards he did him justice. Nobody in the Hijaz 
knewrnoreabout genealogies and wars than l.l.,andheu!lCdtouy that 
Malik was a freed .la,·e of Dhli A�ba� while Malik alleged that he was a 
full member of the tribe 60 that there WII bad feeling between them; and 
when Marik compiled the Muwa/lo' 1.1. said, 'Bring it to me for t am its 
veterinaryaurgcon.' Hcaring ofthia Mi1lik aaid: 'He is an antichriat; he 
reports traditions on the authority ofthe }ey"s.' The quarrel lasted until 
I.I. decided to go to Iraq. Then they were reconciled and Mililr. gave him 
50 dinars and halfhiA date crop as a parung gift. Mililr. did not intend to 
bring him into ill favour as a traditionist: all that he disliked WII his 
following the Jews who had become Muslims and learning the .tory of 
Kbaybar and Quray;a and al-Na�lr and similar (othenvise) unattested 
happenings from their fathers. In hil Magh4:zi I.I. u!lCd to leam from 
them but without necessarily asserting that their report was the truth. 
Mililr.himsclfonlyrelicd on trustworthy truthful men. 

The author ends by remarking that J.I. was not the originator of the 
challenge to Milik'. Arab ancestry because al-Zuhri and othen had aaid the 
s.amething.' 

I have endeavoured to follow the text as closely as possible without 
ucrificing English idiom. In rendering poetry I have tried to give the sense 
without making any attempt at "ersifying, the only exceptions being 
doggerel and fai'. In these cases it teemed Ihat it was fair to reproJuce 
doggerel by doggerel and to try to put poor rhymcs into rhymcs that could 
not be worse. Inevitably 60me exactness is IOSI, but the general a.ense and 
tone are more faithfully reproduced in that way. 

The book is very long and I have made a few cuts where no 10$3 can 
result; e.g. I.H.'s recurring formula 'This verse occurs in an ode of his' 
I ha"e excluded because it is obvioul that the line, which il generally 
one of his 'hawohid, cannot have stood by itself. Again I have shonened 
dialoguel in oratio teCta into indirect Ipcech in aCi:Ordance with English 
practice unless the ipsillima tJnbaofthe speakefteemed called for naturally, 



or are in themselves important. LastlyIhaveomitiedgenealogical fonnulae 
after the fint mention of the people concerned. 

My predecesson in translating the Siru have made many mistakes and 
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vonG. Weil,Stuugart, 1864iststeifund unbeholfen, andauchphiiologisch 
nich mehr genOgend. Die grosse Wichtigkeit des Werkes wOrde eine 
neue Ubertragung rcchtfertigen' ; while Wellhausen's transl3tion of al· 
Wlqidi evades the difficulties of the text by silence. The poctry of the 
Sifa, uNoldekeuid long ago of the poetry on Badr, 'is not easy to trans· 
late because of its rnany aynonyms; the superficial commentary of Abu 
Dharr is no help at aII'.' 

I have followed the pagination of the excellent ttxllU rtctptlUofWu.ten. 
feld'a edition 18S8-60; butthe text I have actuilly used is the Cairo edition 
of 1355/1937 produced in four plIfU by MUllafl a1·Saqql, Ibrlh.lm 
al.AbyarJ, and 'Abdu'l.ij1fi:f Shalabi which prints at the.bouom of the 
page mOBt of the notes from Abu Dharr-and SuhaylT that W. relegated to 
the sewnd volume of his aitogether admirable edition. Forthis reason it ia 
much easier to use and its fine bold type ia kind to one's eyes. When I have �� ;�ion to refer to differences between the texts they are marked C. 

THE EDITOR IBN HISHAM 

'AOOU'L·MALIK B. HtSllAM was born in B�ra and died at Fusl�1 in Egypt 
in 218 or a13. Krenkow, however, thinks that he must have died some years 
later.1 Besides editing the present work he made use of LL's learning in his 
K. al.Tijon which derives from Wahb h. Munabbih. The principles which 
guided him in his impertinent meddling with hia pred�r'l work he has 
outlined in his Introduction, and they nccd nol be repeated here. Hew., 
a philologist of some repute, and he was able to air his knowledge in the 
Ilum4lfidhe produces 10 iIIuslrate the meaning of unusual words. These 
lines, divorced as they are from their context, form some of the mOBt 
difficult of all the difficuitiel ofthe Sira and are ofoourse for the most par t 
unneceMary now that the Arabs have produccd lexioollll oftheir iangua ge, 
Occasionally he i� helpful with his genealogical notes; more rardy he has 
something useful to lIy about the interpretation ofa line in 1.1.'. work. 

Suhayli gives some traditions which J.H. omitted or knew nothing of, 
e.g. W. 183 = Suhayli 183; w. 3a7 = S. ii. 2 f. He also (ii. a78 _ W. 
824) dnnn attention to a mistake in one of I.H.'s notes llying that the 
flUl1 is either his or ll·BakU'i's because Yunul has the right reading . 

• G.0.I30 • Z.A.uvii .• 61 I I>. CoJl. ii.1JI. 
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ProbablYlhe faulc laywilh I.H., for he was in louch wilhYunus as he says 
!imaakhJJo,atti Ylinus onp. 387. 

Anolher error of his is the statement that l.I. said nothing about the 
mission of 'Amr b. Umayya whom the prophet sent to kill Abu Sufyan 
b. l;Iarb and how he took down the corpse of Khubayb from the cross to 
which he was tied (p. 993}. T records 1.1.'. version of this story which is 
far superior to the garbled version of I.H., who is obviously c;:omposing a 
Ilory from more than one source, passing clumsily from the fint to the 
third perllOn. According to him 'Amr threw the cross (presumably with the 
body on it} inlo a ravine. The cross (.hashaba, a sturdy trunk o( a tree 
capable ofbearing a man's l:iody) couldhardly have �n moved byone 
man more than a few yards with guards standing by, and I.I.'s own 
account is much more convincing. 'Amr relcased the body from the tree, 
carried it some forty paces-a graphic detail-heard the guards coming 
after him, dropped the body with a thud, and made off as fast as he could. 

There is an intereating nOie in S. ii. 363 which showa that I.H.'aerro r 
was perceived in early days. He adds that there is a pleasing addition to 
Ihe story in the Musnadof I. Abu Shayba to the efJect that when they 
untied him from the cross the earth swallowed him up. One might well 
suppose that I.H.'s story lies midway between the actual facls and this 
incredible fiction. The unfortunate man's body which 'Amr had made a 
gallant but unavailing attempt to retrie\'e was dumped unceremoniously ° n 
Ihe ground; the ncxt step was to give it the semblance of burial in a nat ural 
hole in Ihe wall of the wadi ;  the last ltep was to provide for proper burial 
b y a miracle.' 

What remains to be explained il why I.H. Ihould assert that 1.1. had 
.... id nOlhing about the abonh'e attempt to assassinate Abu Sufyiln and the 
equallylJnsucceuful effort to recover Khubayb'sbody. If 1.1. said nothing 
at all about either matter, how came it that I.H. dealt wilh them? Since we 
know that 1.1. reported what had happened from traditions that were 
transmitted by 'Amr', own family and that they existed in oral and written :�: :�: :���::

.
afterwards, we cannot but suspect that I.H. has tampered 

Perhaps his greatest &ervice is his critieal obsen-ationl on the authenti
city of the poetry of Ihe Si,a, not only when he records that all, orsome, 
authorities reject certainpoems altogether butalsowhenhe correct.s 1.1., 
and assigns vera« to their true author.' SuyiilI thought higbly of him 
He reported that Abu Dharr had said that l.H. produced one of the four 
compendia which were better than theirlOurces.1 

Suhayli� states that I.H. wrote a book explaining the difficult words in 



the poetry of the Sira. Suhayli'l words indicate that he had not himsclf 
seen the book. Were it el'er found it might well tell us what 1.H:s generation 
really thought about these poema. 

A FRAGMENT OF THE LOST BOOK OF 
M O S A  B. 'UQBA 

TlUS fragment consists of twenty extracts comple1e \\;th their Un4d1, 
some being the sayings of the prophet on a given occasion, othel"ll being 
stories from hit life. The collector exprea.slyasserta that the original work 
exitted in ten paru, 10 that the inferencc that the book onee oonlllined a 
oomplete account of the Sua seema fairly safe. The last item is spurious.' 
There i. an ijdxa reaching from Mud (14t) to the epitomizer Abu 
Hurayra b. Mulammad b. al-Naqq1ish(78a). 

I. 1. ShiMb from S1ilim b. 'Abdullah from 'Abdullah b. 'Umar: I heard 
the apostle say, 'While I was asleep I dreamt that I was going round the 
lU'ba when 10 a man with lank hair between the two men, his head dripping 
with water. When I asked who it was they said 'lsi b. Maryam. Then 
I turned away when lo a red man, heavy, with curly hair, one eyed; it 
seemed as though his eye was a grape swimming <in water). When I asked 
who it was they uid The Antichrist. The man most like him is Ibn 
Qa\an al-Khuz1i'I' 

This tradition il limilarly reported in BukMri ii. 368. 19-31>9. 4. It 
should be oompared with I.I. 269, alsofrom al-Zuhri, where the prophet 
is said to hne seen 'Is1i during hit mi'rlij, with moles or freckles on his 
face appearing like dropt of water. The referencc here to the 'two men' 
preaumably refers to the two thie\'es on the cross. 

2. Ibn Shihlb: The first to hold Friday pnyel"ll for the Muslima in 
Medina before the apostle WIt Mu"ab b. 'Um.ayr. I. Shihlib told us 
another tradition from Surlqa contJ'lldicting this. 

The first Itltement agrees with I.S. III. i. 83. 15; the second apparentiy 
with 1.1. 290. 5 and I.S. III. i. 84. 

3. 'Abdu'J-Ra):l.min b. l\Ulilt b. Ju'shum al-Mudliji from his father 
M1ilik from hit brother Surlqa b. Ju'.hum: When the apostle went out 
from r..te<:ca migrating to Medina Quraysh offered a reward of 100 camel, 
to anyone who would bring him back, &c., down to 'my alms to the apostle'. 

Thi'passage it in III CNential respecu the lame as I.I. 331-2, though 
there are many verbal differences. ObviousJy the version in I.I. has been 
t�uched up and Mud. gives the Indition in ill simplest form. Cf. Bukh1irI 
ill. 39, 41 IlIld WlqidI (Wellh. 374). 
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4. I. Shihlb alleged that 'Urwa b. a1-Zubayr said that al-Zubayr met 
the apostle with a aravan of Muslims who were returning to Mecca from 
a trading journey to Syria. They bartered lOme goods with the apostle 
and al.Zubayr gave him and Abu Bakr some white garments. 

So Bukh. iii. 40. Different names in I.S. m. i. 153. 19. 

5. Niifi' from 'Abdullah b. 'Umar: Some of the apostle'! companions 
said to him, 'Are you speaking to dead men I" He answered, 'You cannot 
hear what I say better than they.' 

So Bukh, iii, 70. 17, IS, and cf. 1.I., pp. f53f., where the words of 
'A'isha are quoted to refute the statement that the dead hear: they know 
but they do not hear. 

6. I. Shihiib from Anu b. 1'1llik: Some Antill' asked the apostle'. 
permiuion to remit to their sister', IOn 'Abbb his ransom, and he replied, 
'No,by Allah, )"Ou shall notlethimoffa ainglefarthingl' 

So Bukh. iii. 69. 1, :z andcf.T. 134', I. Qut.lIfa'4rif, 77. Sachau in 
finding strange the claim to relationship between 'Abbb and the AJll!lr 
seems to have forgotten that the grandmother of 'Abbh was SalImI d 
'AmI' al.Khaxrajl. Cf. Bukh. ii. 388 . •  8 f. for the same claim. 

7. I. ShiMb (rom 'Abdu'I-RaJ:!m;ln b. Ka'b b. l\1alik al-Sulamtand other 
traditionists: 'Amir b. Malik b. Ja'far, who was caned 'the player with the 
spears', came to the apostle when he was a polytheist and the apostle 
explained Islam to him and he refused to accept it. He gave the apostle 
a present, but he refused it saying that he would not aceept a prestnt from 
a polytheist. 'AmiI' said: '0 apostle, send with me those of your messengers 
you wish and I will be surety for them: So the apostle sent a number 
among whom were al-Mundhir b. 'AmI' al-Sa'ldi, of whom it was said 'he 
hastened tohis death',' as a spy among the Najd folk. When '.i\.mir b. 
Tufayl heard about them he tried to call out B. '.i\mir against them, but 
they refused to obey him in \'iolating the promise ofsec::urity gil·en by 
'AmiI' b. M:l!ik. Then he appealed to D. Sulaym and they joined him and 
killed them in Bi'r Ma'una except 'AmI' b. Umana al-Oamrt whom 
'.i\mirb. al-Tufaylcl.ptured and afterwards re1ell$Cd. When he came to the 
apostle the laller aaid to him, 'Are you the IOle sun'ivor?' 

ThiB is a much briefer account than that gi\"en in LH. 6 .. 8f. Cf. T 
1-H3 f.; Waq. (Well) 337 f. 

8. hmii'il b. Ibriihim b. 'Uqba from SMim b. 'Abdullah from 'Abdullah 
b. 'Umar: Some men contCBted the leadership of Udma, and the apostle 
rose and said: 'If you contest the leadership of Usama you used to contest 
the leadership of his father before him. By Allah he was worthy to be 
leader. He was one of the dearest of all men to me, and this man (his IOn) 

, A. I.I. has .J •• \I�·"u,Ii)"""'�1 1 think 11111 Soclllu', ... "u, 1i1 ..... "I. follow;nl the MS .• 
nlwlbcRodQ""9" liygnf. Cf.i. aJ.Athir'INiM:I<>(quoudby 5ochau) 



is one of the dearest of men to me after him; 50 treat him well when I am 
no more, for he is one of the best of you.' 

Cf. Bukh. ii.«o, iii. 133, 19z, and I.H. 999· 14 ; loo6. zof. 

9. S�lim b. 'Abdullah from 'Abdullah b. 'Umar: The apostle used not 
to make an exception for Htima. 

Sachau explains this from Bukh. ii. +p and iii. 145 where Muhammad 
sa)'l that if Btima were to steal he would cut her hand off 

10. 'Abdullah b. Fa41 from Anas b. Mllik: I grieved over my people 
who were killed in the barra. Then Zayd b. Arqam (d. 68) wrote to me 
when he heard of my great grief to say that he had heard the apostle.say 
'0 God forgi,·e the Anpr and their sons and we implore Thy grace on 
their grandsons'. 

Similarly I.H. 886. u and W�q. (W.) 380. 

II. 'Abdullah b. al-FaQ.I: Some men who were with him (Anas) asked 
him about Zayd b. Arqam and he �d, 'It ;. he of whom the apostle nid, 
"This is he on whom Allah has bestowed much through hit ear".' 

He had been an infonner, cr. I.H. 7z6. In place ofauJ4'lIiihu lahu 
bi-udhnihi I.H. 727. 17 has aul4 nlil14hi bi-udhnihi. It seems much more 
likcly that the variant is due to misreading than to oral Ir.ldition. Waq. 
(B.M. MS. 1617, f. 95a)has u:aJatlldhnulla . . .  u:a-,addaqa' 1I4hu �adithah. 

u. I. Shihlib from &'Id b. al_Muuyyib from 'Abdullah b. Ka'h b. 
M�lik: The apostle nid thai day to Bi131, 'Get up and announce that only a 
believer will enter par.ldise, and that God will not support His religion by �� ��;l �:b'

it
"!:: ::��n:� w!:�

t
�����n whom the apostle said was one 

13. From N3fi' b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar: After the conquest of Khaybar 
the jews asked the apostle to let them stay thcre on condition that they 
worked the land for half the date crop. Hesaid: 'Wewillallowyouto dollO 
on that condition 110 long as we wiah, and they remained there thus until 
'Umar expelled them. [Here si� or 8e'·en words are missing} saying 'The 
apostle laid down three things in his last disposition, viz. that the Rahlwi -
)'I1n, Diri)'l1n, Sabl'i)'l1n, and A3h'ariyiin should ha,·e land which pro
duced a hundred loads; that the mission of Upma b. Zayd Ihould be 
carried through; and that two different religions should not be allow cd to 
remain in Ihe peninsula of the Ar.lbs 

, 

ar:=i:�Zi�hnee�me words are used in I.H. n6except that the Sabi'iyiin 

11_ lnuId u above: 'Umar used not to let je\\"S, Christianll, and Magians 
remain more than three da)"S in Mcdina to do their business, and he used 
to say 'Two religions cannot subsist together' and he exiled Je\\"S and 
Christianl from the peninsula of the ArabB. 

1 S. I. Shih�b from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr from Marwin b. Il-l:Jakam Bnd 
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al-'Awww said: 'We were angry only because we were not admitted to the 
council and we think that Abu Bakr is the moat worthy of supreme 
authority now that the apoatle is dead. He was the one with the apoatle in 
the ca\'e and we recognize his dignity and seniority; and the apoatle put 
him in charge of the prayers while he was still with us.' 
A few comments on this brief anthology \\ill not be out of place here. 

No. 12 clearly deals with the vexed question of the future .tate of the 

:��;: ::���
i
�, ��i:i�:'O��h� �::!r�tum 

prophecy, Inevitably they 

From this selection as a whole we can see where the sympathies of the 
collector lay, Thus, al-Zubayr's generosity to Muhammad and Abu 
Bakrare recorded in NO' 4' The claims of the Alides to special considera
tion are brushed aside in No, 9; while No. 19 states that 'Ali explicitly 
accepted Abu Bakr as Muhammad'ssucCCSSOf. No. 6 sho ...... that al·'Abbia 
h.adto payhisran.som infullevenwhenthe�rpleaded forhis exemp. 
tion. No. 10 moums the victims of the Umayyads atal-I;farra and records 
that the prophet implored God's blessing on them and their grandchild reno 

Clearly Mud's sympathies lay with the family of al-Zubayr and the 
Anflr, They alone emerge \\ith eredil, The Alids, on the other hand, 
are no better than anyone else; the Umayyads are implicitly condemned 
for the slaughter at al-I;farra; and al-'Abbils is shown to have been a rebel 
against the prophet who was forced to pay for his opposition to him to the 
uttennostfarthing, 

Musl b, 'Uqba has said pretty much the same on the subject of the 
An�lr and al-'Abbas as 1.1. said before his editor I.H. pruned his work, 
though he took a difJerent \Oicw of the Alides.' 
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IN THE NAl\IE O F  GOD, THE COl\HASSIONATE 

PRAISE BELONGS TO GOD THE LORD OF THE 1 

WORLDS AND MAY HIS BLESSING BE UPON 

OUR LORD MUHAMMAD AND HIS FAMILY, 

MUHAMMAD'S PURE DESCENT 

FROM ADAM 

Abil l\luhammad 'Abdu'I·Malilr. ibn Hishim the Grammarian said: 

Thill u. the book of the biography of the apostle of God 
Muhammad was the son of 'Abdullah, b. 'Abdu'I·l\1unalib (whose name 

was Shayba), b. Hil$him (whose name was 'Amr), b. 'Abdu Manaf (whose 
name was a[.l\1ughTn), b. Qu,ayy (whose name was Zayd), b. KiJ�b, b. 
Murra, b. Ka'b, b. Lu'ayy, b. Chalib, b. Fihr, b. Malik, b. al·Na(,lr, b. 
Kinlina, b. Khuzayma, b. Mudrika (whose name was 'Amir), b. Ilyb, 
b. Mu(,lar, b. Nidr, b. Ma'add, b. 'Adnan, b. Udd (or Udad), b. Muqaw. 
wam, b. Nli�iir, b. Tayra�, b. Ya'rob, b. Yashjub, b. Nabil, b. Ism:i'il, 
b. Ibr.1hIm, the friend of the Compusionate, b. Tari� (who is Azar), 
b. Nl�ilr, b. Sliriigh, b. Rl'u, b. Flilikh, b. 'Aybar, b. SMlikh, b. Arfakh· 
Ihadh, b. Sam, b. Niil,l, b. Lamk, b. Mauushalakh, b. Akhnukh, who is the 
prophet Idrls acoordingto what theyallege,' butGod knows best (he was 
the first of the IOIU of Adam to whom prophecy and writing with a pen were 
gh'en), b. Yard, b. Mahlil, b. Qaynan, b. YAnish, b. Shith, b. Adam (10).-

TIlE LINE OF ISMA'rL 

bml'll b. Ibrihim begat tweh'e sonl: Nabit the eldest, Qaydhar, Adhbul, 
Mabshli, Misma', Mbhl, Dimmli, Adhr, Tayml, Yap)r, Nabish, Qayd. 
huml. Their mother was RI'Ja d. Mu(,ll(,1 b. 'Amr al·Jurhumi (II) 
Jurhum was the son of Yaqtan b. 'Aybar b. Sh.ilikh, and [Yaqlan wasp 
OaJ.llln b. 'Aybarb. Shllikh. Acoording to report Ismli'illived IJo years, 

&f�r?"c.��"u� :!��:,,;::��I: ... ;o;":z. �7��o:f,:L"..:;,':.::.� .;.run"" M..,. ;�ft��fI;�:;;:����;�;������:�·:;:?�·�·:;i�.:,;!",: 
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5 and when he died he was buried in the sacred precincts' of the Ka'ba 
bcside hia molherHagar(n). 

Muhammad b. Muslim b. 'Ubaydullab b. Shihlb al-Zuhrl told me 
that 'Abdu'I-RaJ;!mln b. 'Abdullah b. Ka'b b. Mllik al-�, also called 
al-Sulami, told him that the apostle of God nid: 'When you conqueT 
Egyptlrcat illiptOplewell,for they can tiaimour pTOtccUon and kinmip.' 
! asked al-Zuhrl what the apostle meant by making them our kin and he 
replied that Hagar, the mother of !sml'lI, wu of their .tock (I) . 

'Ad b. 'A� b. Irun b. Sim b. Nui;tand Thamod and Jaoo the two lOfll 
of'Abirb. lram b. Sim b. NOJ;!, and Tum and 'Imllq and Umaym thelOni 
of Liwidh b. Slm b. NOi;t arc all Arab.. Nibil b. !$lJlI'iI bcgat Yashjub 
and the line runa: Ya'rub-Tayrai;t-Nii;tur-Muqawwam-Udad-'Adnin (14). 

From 'Adnin the tribcs dcsccnded from laml'iI split off". 'Adnin had 
6, 7  Iwo IlOna, Ma'add and 'All (14). Ma'add had fouT IOna: Natr, Oo41'a 

(he being his first born he wu called Abli Ooc;li'a), Oon\lf, and !yid. 
Ooc;li'a went to the Yaman to l;Iimyar b. Saba' whose name WII 'Abdu 
Shams; tbc rcuon why he was called Saba'wu that bc waa the firat amollg 
the Arab. to take captives. He was the son of Yuhjub b. Ya'rub b. 
Qal;ttIn (15). Of Oonu, b. Ma'add according to the genealogists of 
Ma'add, none hu survived. AI-Nu'mln b. al-Mundhir king of a1-l;IJra 
bclongcdto theirtribc. AI-Zuhritoldme thatthis Nu'minbclongcd tolhe 
Qun� b. Ma'add (16). 

Ya'qub b.'Utbab. a1-Mughtra b.a1-Akhnastold melhatashaykhofthe An�r of B. Zurayq told him that 'Umar b. aI-Khal1ib, when he WII given 
thc sword of al_Nu'min b. a1-Mundhir, scnt for Jubap b. Mal'im b. 
'Adty b. Naufalb. 'Abdu Mmif b. OIJ4ayy (hebeingthebcst gencalogist 
of the Oonaysh and indeed of al! the Arabs and claimed to have been 
taught by AbU Bakrwbo wasthegTelltestgcncalogist ofthc Anb.) and 
girded it on him. When he asked who al-Nu'min was, JUMP replied that 
hewu I survivor of the tribe of Qunll4 b. Ma'sdd. However, the rest of the 
Arabs asacrt that he belonged to tbc Lakhm of Ihe Rabl'ab. Nllfr. Only 
God knows the truth (17)' 

OF RAB!'A B. NA�R KING OF THB YAMAN AND THE 

STORY OF SHIQQ AND SATII;I THB TWO SOOTHSAYBRS 

Rab!'a b. Na!/f, king of the Yaman, waa of the true stock of the Tubba' 
kings. He had a vision which terrified him and continued tocausc him 

,0 much anxiety. So he summoned every lOOtbsaycr, sorcerer, omtnmonger, 
and utrologer in his kingdom and said: 'I have had a vilion which terrifies 
me md is a source of anxiety. Tell me what it was md what it mtllnl.' 
Thcy replied: 'Tell ut the viaion and we will tell you itl mcaning.' 'If 
I tell you it,' said he, 'I can have no confidellce in yourinterprctation ; for 

· The #l4fr io w � .....,. betwem w kfeo (....n) llIId lboKa'be. 
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the only man whoknowlI itl meaning is he who knows about theviaion 
without my telling him.' Thereupon one of them recommended him to 
send for Shiqq and Satil), fortheyknewmorethan others and would be II 
able to answer his questions. Satil)'s name was Rabl' b. Rabi'a b. Mas'iid b. 
Mizin. b. Dhi'b b. 'Adly b. Muin Ghassan. Shiqq ..... as the son of $a'b, 
b, Ya.shlr.ur b, Ruhm b. Arralr., b, Our b. 'Abqar b. Anmir b. Nidr, and 
Anrnar wu the father of Bajlla and Khath 'am (18). 

So he sent for them and Satll) arri ... ed finl. The king then repeated his 
words. ending, 'If you know the vision you will know what it means.' Salil;t replied (inloj'J: 

A fire you did scc 
Comc: forth from the sea 

�:;I��:o�::J
o
;;; ���� 

The king agreed that this was exactly what he had seen, and what was 
the meaning of it all 1 He anlwered' 

By the serpcnt of the lava plains I swear 
Thc Ethiopiana on your land shall bcar 
Ruling from Abyan to Jurash e,,·erywhere. 

The king exclaimed that this was distressing ne ....... but when would these 
things come to pass-in his time or after him? He replied: [again in 
rhyme] that more than sixty or sc .. 'enty years must fint pau. Would the 
new-comers' kingdom last? No, an end would be put to it after se .. 'enly 
yean or more; then they would be slain or dri ... en out as fugitives. Who 
would do this ? Iram b. Dhii Yaun, who would eome against t,hem from 
Aden and not leave one of them in the Yemen. Further questions drew 
the information that their kingdom would not last, but a pure prophet to 
whom revelation came from on high would bring it to an end; he would be 
s man of the sons of Gh:il.ib b. Fihr b, l\Ulik. b. al-NaQr. His dominion 
would last to the end of time. Has time an end? aslr.ed the king, Yes, 
replied Satll;l, the dayon which the fint and the last shall be assembled, 
the rightC()usfor happiness, the evildocfl for miscry. Are you telling me 
the truth? the king asked. 

Yes, by the dark and the twilight 
And the dawn that follows the night 
Verily what I have told you i. right. 

Later Shiqq arrived and the king acquainted him with the facti but 
did flOttell him what Satil) hadsaid, so that he might sce whether they 
agrced ordiffered. Hisworo.were: 

A fire you did sct 

�::� :�:����
e
a:t�ree 

Dc .. 'Ouring allthatdid brcathe. 
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HOW A B O  K A R I B  T I B A N  A S'AD TOOK P O S S E S S I O N  OF T H E  
K I N G D O M  O F  THE Y A M A N  A N D  H I S  E X P E D I T I O N  
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It was Tibln As'ad Abu Karib who went to l\'1edina and took away to the 
Yaman two Jewish rabbis from Ihence. He adorned' the sacred lempleand 
covered it with doth. His reign was before that of Rabi'a b. Na�r (2J). '3 

When he came from the: easl he had paued by Medina without harming 
its pcople; but he left behind there one of his sons who was treacherously 
slain. Thereupon he returned with the intention of destroying the 
town and exterminaling itl people and culting down its palms. 50 this 
tribe of the An�r gathered together under the leadership of 'Amr b. 
Talla the brother of B. ai-Najjar and one of B. 'Amr b. Mabdhul. Mab
dhul'l name was 'Amir b. Malik b. ai-Najjar; and al-Najjar's name was 
Taym Allah b. Tha'laba b. 'Amr b. al-Khazraj b. J:laritha b. Tha'iaba b. 
'Amrb. 'Amir(24)· 

Now a man of B. 'Adiy b. ai-Najjar catted A�mar had fallen upon one 
of the followen of Tubba' when he brought them to Medina and killed 
him; becausc he caughl him among his palms cutting Ihedate dusten; 
he Slruek him with his sickle and killed him, pying 'The fruil belongs 10 
the man who cultivates il.' This enraged the Tubba' against them and 
fighting broke out. Indeed theAnprassertthatlheyusc:d lofightlhemby 
day and treat them as guests by night. Tubba' was amazed at this and uscd 
toaay: 'ByGod our people aregenerousl' 

While Tubba' wu occupied in this fighting there ClIme 111"0 Jewish 
rabbis from n. Quray?-a-Quray;r-I, and al-Na<;lir and at-Najjam and 'Amr 
nicknamed Hanging-lip were sons of al-Khazraj b. al-�ari� b. al-Tau'amil.n 
b. al-Sib\ b. al-Yasa' b. Sa'd b. Lt\wi b. Khayr b. al.Najjam b. Tanl.lllm b. 
'AnT b. 'lui b. IUrun b. 'Imran b. Y�har h. Qahatl b. Lawi b. Ya'qul! 
otherwise callc:d IST;l'i1 b. Is]:l3q b. Ibrihlm the friend of al-Ra]:lmln
learned men well grounded in tradition. They had heard about the king's 
intention to destroy the town and its people and they said to him: 'O 
King, do not do it, for if you penist in your intention something will 
happen to prevent your carrying it out and we fear that you will incur 
.peed.y retribution.' Wh<.'"n the king asked the reason for this they told 
him that Yathrib was Ihc place 10 which a prophet of the QuraYlh would 
migrate in time to come, and it would be his home and resting-place. ,-+ 
Secing thal Ihesr: men had hidden knowledge the king took their words in 
good part and ga\'e up his design, departed from Medina :md embraccd 
the rabbis' rc1igion.· 

KMlid h. 'Abd al-'Uzd b. Ghaziya b. 'Amr b. 'Auf b. Chunm b. 
I\.I1I.lik b. aI-Najjar boasting of 'Amr b. Talla �id' 

Has he given up youthful folly or ceased 10 remembcr it? 
Or has he had his fill ofp1easure? 

, ·  ... _ .. ... 'hopo m.,.ns · '  .. lOred·. Tlb. omill ,lIil l<n"nu . 
• Tab. odds: 'and thRw him into I ,,·.n .. U«I Ohlol TUmln'. 
· Vln.." Qlballl 
• Tlb. 'n«1 back ,"i. 0101")' ,hro,,�h Ibn I.blq-Yuid b. 'Amr-Abln b. AbC. ·Ary.,h

Anub.MIJ.i.kIO •• nainwykho ofModina"·holi ... din p..,.loJlmicu,,,.. 
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In rage against two Jewish tribes who live in Yathrib 
Who richlydcserve the punishmentofa fatcful day (2S).l 

Now the Tubba' and his people were idolaters. He set out for Mecca 
which was on his way to the Yaman, and when he was between 'Usf'an and 

IS Amaj4 some men of the Hudhayl b. Mudrika b. Ilyu b. MUQar b. Niur b. 
Ma'add came to him saying, '0 King, may we not lead you 10 an ancient 
treasury which former kings have overlooked? It oontains pearls, topaz, 
rubies, gold, and silver.' Certainly, said he, and they added that it was a 
temple in Mecca which its people worshipped and where they prayed. But 
the real intention of the Hudhaylis was to encompass his destruction, fo r 
they knew that any king that treated it with disrespect was sure to die. 
J'laving agreed to their proposal he sent to the two rabbis and asked their 
opinion. Thcy toJd him th:lt the sole object of the tribe was to destroy 
him and his army. 'We know of no other temple in the land which God 
has chosen forHimsclf, said they, and if you do what they IIUggest you and 
all your men will perish.' The king asked them what he should do when 
he got there, and they told him to do what the people of Mecca did: to 

' V.riantl�"·.t eo'lyd.wn·. ' R  •• d'nM "",,4yifllt..1I ' w:. t02tit p�edbyano""rve"". T.b. hao pr'n<rved the fl>ll'ut ... hi<h lhave 
inHned at ,he en<! ofthi. oection in the conte.ltusigned '0 it by Tab 
of����.:r':r:-:a.t'f .!:�� '::�U�:"�.��r':.:!'���S:��:':t�!�. r
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circumambulate the temple, to \ocner.lte and honOl.lrit, toahavehis head, 
and to behave with all humility until he had left its precincts. 

The king asked why they tOO should not do likewise. They replied that 
it was indeed the temple of their father Abraham, but the idob which the 
inhabitants had setup round ii, and the blood which they ahed there, ��::'

d
:n�n:hu:e��

.
ob.tacle. They are unclean polytheists, uid they 

Recognizing the soundness and truth of their words the king summoned 
the men from the Hudhayl and cut off their handl and feet, and continued 
his journey to Mecca. He went round the Ka'ba, sacrificed, andshaved 
hishead, staying there aix da),, (lOtheY Il3Y) lI3crificing animalt which he 
dittributed to the people and giving them honey to drink:. 

It wu revealed to him in a dream that he thould co\'er the temple, 10 
he covered it with woven palm branches; a later vision showed him that he 
ffiust do better so he covered it with Yamanl cloth; a third vision induced 
him to clolhe it with fine striped Yaman cloth. People say that the Tubba' 
was the first man to CO\'er the temple in this way. He ordered its Jurhumi 
guardians to kecp it clean and not to allow blood, dead bodies, or men· 
ttruous cloth. to come near it, and be made a door and a key for it. 

Subay'a d. al.Al;labb h. Zabina b. Jadhima b. 'Auf b. N�r b. Mu'ilwiya ,6 
b. Bakr b. Hawhin b. Man,ur b. 'lkrima b. Kh�a b. Qays b. 'AyUn 
was the wife of 'Abdu Man�f b. Ka'b b. Sa'd b. Taym b. Mum\ b. Ka'b 
b. Lu'ay b. Ghillib b. Fihr b. Mllik b. Na<,lr b. Kinana. She had by him 
a son ailed Khllid; ruld in impressing on him the tanctity of Mccca and 
forbidding him to commit grievous tin there, the reminded him of Tubba' 
and his humility towards it and his work there, iothe following lines' 

O mY llOn, oppressneither themeannorthegreatin Mecca. 

�::�e �::;'�i� ���:: :�� l��\\��� �.orst misfonune. 
His face wiU be smitten and his ehecks will bum with fire 
I know from certain knowledge that the evildoer there will perish. 
God hat rnade it inviolate though no castles are built i n  its court. 
God hu made its birds inviolate and the wild goats on Thablr' are I13fe. 
T��!�

. 
came against it, but covered its building with embroidered 

God humbled his sovereignty there so he fulfilled hillvo\\'I, 
Wtlking barefoot to it with two thousand camels in its courtyard. 
Its people he fed with the flesh of Mahrtcarnels. 
Gave them to drink Itrained honey and pure barlcy·water. 
(God) destroyed the anny of the c1ephant, 
They were pelted with great stones,' 
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kingdom in the farthest lands 

Hearken therefore when you arc told the story 
And undenltand the end of such things (:t6). 

'7 Afterwards he set forth for the Yaman with his anny and the two rabbis, 
and when he reached his own country he invited his people to adopt hi. 
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d until the matter could be tested by the 

Abu Millik b, Tha'laba h. Abu M>llik al-Qul1l.�i told me that he heard 
Ibr:1him b. MU�3mmad b. Tal�a b. 'Ubaydallah narrate that when Tubba' 
drew near to the Yaman the l:limyarites blocked his path. refusing to 
let him pass because he had abandoned their religion. When he im,jted 
them to accept his rcligion on the ground that it was bcttcr Ihan Iheinl, 
they proposed that the matter should be subject to the ordeal by fire. 
The Yamaniles say thaI a fire used 10 settle mattenl in dispute among them 
by consuming the guilty and letting the innocent go acathe1ess.' So his 
people went forth with their idoJs. and sacred objetts, and the twO rabbis 
went forth with their sacred books' hanging like neckbces from their 
necks until they halted at the plaee whence the fire used 10 blaze out. On 
this occasion when it came out the Yamanites withdrew in terror, bUI their 
followers encouraged them and urged them to stand fast, so they held thci r 
ground until the fire eO\'ered them and consumed their idols and sacred 
objecu and the men who bore them. But the two rabbi. carne oul wilh 
thcirsacred books, sweating profuscly but otherwise unhanned. There
upon the �Iim)'lritesacccpled the king's religion, Such W35 Ihe origin of 
Judaism in the Yaman. 

Another infonnant told me that the two parties only went up to the 
fire to drive it back, for it was he1d that Ihe one who succecdcd in dri ving 
it back was most worthy of credence. When the l:Iirnyarilcs with their 
idols came near todrh'ethe fircback,the fire came out against them and they 
withdrew unable to witlutand it. Afterwards, when the IWO rabbis came 
reciting the Torah, lhe fire receded so Ihat Iheydrove it back tO lhe place 
from which it had emerged. Thereupon the 1:limyarites accepted their 
religion. But God knowl which report is corrt'Ct. 

,8 Now Ri'am was one of the temples which they venerated and wtll."re 
they offered sacrifices and received oracles when lheywere polytheists. 
The two rabbis told Tubba' thatit wu mere!)' a shaYliln \\hich dc:a:ived 
them in this way and they asked to be allowed to deal with it. When the 
king agrecd they commanded a black dog to come oul of it and killed it-
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at Itut this is what the Yamanitcssay. Then they dcstroyed the temple and 
I atn IOld that its ruins to this day show traces of the blood that waspourcd 
o\·cr il. 

(T. Tubba' composed the following lines about his expedition, what he T.906 
had inlcnded to do with Medina and the Ka'ba, what hcactually didt olhe 
menof Hudhayl, and how he adorned and purified thc temple and what 
the two rabbis lold him about the apostle of God 

Why, O soul, isthy sleep disturbed like one whose eycs pain himl 
Whydost thou suffer from pcrpctual insomnia, 
Enraged against two Jewish tribes who li\'e in Yathrib, 
Who richly dcserve the punishment ofa fateful day? 
When I sojoumed in l\'1cdina 
Calm and rcfreshing was my steep. 
I made my dweltingon a hill 
Between at.'Aqiq and Baqi' ul.Charqad. 
We left its rocks and plateau 
And its bare salty plain 
And came down to Yathrib, and my breast 
Scethed with anger at thc kitling of my IOn. 
I had Bworn a steadfast vow, 

�� t��c�I�:���: ;:�I���;�':�� 
Stripped of palms both striplings and fruitful' 
When 10 from Qurap,.a came 
A rabbi wise, among the Jews respected. 
'Stand back from a citypresen'ed;' said he. 
'For MccClll's prophet of Quraysh true_guided.' 
So l  fOrgllve them without reproach 
I left them to the judgement of the last day 
ToCod whO!lepardon l hopefor 
On the day of reckoning that I escapc the Aames of hell 
Some of our people I left there for him, 
Men of rcputation and valour. 
Men who ClIIrry plans to victory's end. 
I hope thereby for a reward from Muhammad's Lord. 
I knew not that there was a pure temple 
Devoted to God in MCCCII',va]e, 
Till sla'"es from Hudhayl came to me 
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Trcasures ofpearlsand jewelsl' theysaid. 
I wanted to seizc them but my Lord said nay. 
For God prevents destruction of his sanctuary. 
I gave up my purpose there 
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And left thole mcn �n cxample to the discerning. 
Dhfi'I-Qarnayn before me was a Muslim 
Conquered kingslhronged his court, 
East and weat he ruled, yet he sought 
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In a poolofmud�nd fetid .lime. 
Bc:forc him Bilqis my father'ssiater 
Ruled them until thehoopoe came to her.)' 

THE REIGN OF HIS SON I;IAssAN IBN T1BAN AND HOW 

��:t h�t��h�:!;:���u���t�ebfan�:f
b
t:7rat� 

t
::d

t
��:i:n� 

However, when they reached a place in Iraq (27) the l;Iimyarite and 
Yamanite tribes were unwilling to go farther and wanted to return to their 
familiea, so they approached one of his brothen called 'Amr who was with 
him in the anny and said that if he would kill his brother they would 
make him Iting so that he might lead them home again. Heaaidthathe 
would do so, and they all agreed to join in the plot except Dhfi Ru'aynthe 
I;limyarite. He forbade him to do this, but he would not heed, so Dhfi 
Ru'ayn wrote the following venes: 

Oh who would buy lleepiessnesa for lleepl 
Happy is he who passel Ihenight in peace; 
Though I;limyar bave been treacheroua, 
God will hold Dhu Ru'ayn blamcless. 

Hetealed the document and brought it to 'Amr, saying: 'Keepthil with 
you for me,' and he did 10. Then 'Amr killed his brother Hasaln and 
returned to the Yaman with his men.' One of the Himyaritea was moved 
10uy: 

In fonncr generations 
Whal eyeahavelCCn 
The like ofl;lasam who has been slain! 
The princcs slew him lest they Bhould be kept at war 
On the morrow they aaid 'It is naught!' 
Your dead was the best ofuaand your living one 
Ia lord over ua while aU of you are lortt.. 

' Thepoem " 'purio",; i, i, notdiffi"'-ll, .o _ how I. lol)lq pen ...... ed h' m .... lf to  
'ncorpol'lte,,,,,honobviouofOl'8<,.,, in . .. riouohlotorieal.work. At thi,pointT,b. intro
dUCft.Iona�from l . I . A m""hloonFr.tof)'Yia·Utluninb.Sf.j"ci...,nb,Au.i.79 . 
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Thewords'lablbibbibi' mcan'oo matter' inthe l;limyarilanguage (a8). 
When Amr b. Tibin returned to the Yaman he could oot sleep and '9 

intOmIliatookafinnholdof him. Deing much concerned at this, he asked 
the phy.icians and those of the IOOthsayen and divinen who were ItCn 
about hia trouble. One of them said: 'No man hu ever killed hiabrotheror 
kimman treacheroU3iy u you killedyour brother without loeing hissleep 
and becoming a prey to inaomnia: At thia he began to kill all Ihe oobles 
whohad urged himlo murderhia brotherl;lusin, liIl finally he camelo 
OM Ru'ayn who claimed that 'Amr held the proof of his innocence, 
namely the paper which he had given him. He had it brought to him and 
when he had read the two verses he let him go, recognizing that he had 
given him good counse1.' When 'Amr died the l;Iimyaritc kingdom fell 
into diaorder and the peopleaplit up into partics. 

A l;limyarl who had no connexion with the royal house called Lakhnl'a 
YanufOhil Sbanltir-' a.roee and kil1ed off their leading men and put Ihe 
royal family to open shame. Of this mm a certain l;Iimyari recited: 

l;Iimyar wu slaying its sona and exil ing its princcs, 
Working its Ihame with its own handt, 
Deatroying its worldly prosperity with frivolous thoughts. 
Even greater was the loss of their religion. 
So did earlier generations bring their doom 
By acts of injuatice and profligacy. 

LakhnI'a was • most evil man-a iOdomile. He used 10 summon a 
young man of the royal family and usault him in a room which he had 
conatmcted for thi. very purpoae, 10 that he oould not reign after him. 
Then he used to go from thia upperthamber of hia to hia guardl and 
aoldien, (who were below) having put a toothpick in his mouth to let them 
know that he had acromplished hia purpose. (1'. Then he would release 
him and he would appear before the guardt and the people utterly di._ 
graced.) One day he sent for Zur'. Dhil Nuwib IOn of Tibln AI'ad 
brother ofl;lU3in. He was a little boy when I;lIIIin was murdered and had 
become a fine handaome young man of character and intelligence. When 
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.. they were alone he attacked him and Dhil Nuwh rushed upon him and 
ltabbed him to death. He then cut offhia head and put it in the window 
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which overlooked the men below. He 'tuck the toothpick in his mouth 
and went out to the guards, who in coat'1C language inquired what had 
happened.' 'Ask that hcad,' he replied. They looked at the window and 
there was Lakhnl'a's head cut off. So they went in pursuit of Dhii Nuwb 
and said: 'You must bcourkingandno oneel.sc, sccing thatyou have rid 
us of this disgusling fellow: (l9). 

TIlE REIGN OF OHO NuwAs 

They made him king and all the tribe. of l;Iim)'1lr joined him. He was the 
last of the Yamanl kings and the man who had the ditch made.' He was 
called Joseph and reigned for some considel1lble time. 

In Najr.1n there were some people' who held the religion of 'Id b. 
Maryam, a virtuous and upright people who followed the Gospel. Their 
head was named 'Abdullah b. al-Thlmir. The place where Ihat religion 
took root �'lISin Najran, at that timethecenlreoftheArab$'oounny; its 
people, and indccd the resl of the Arahl. were idolaters. A Christian by 
the narne of Faymiyiin had settled there and con\'erted thc pcople 10 his 
relLgion. 

THE BEGINNING OF CliRISTIANITY IN NAJRAN 

AI-Mughirab. AbU Labid, a frcedman ofal-Akhnas, on the authority of 
Wahb b. Munabbih the Yamani told me that the origin of Christianity in 
Najran was due 10 a man named Faymiyiin who W2lI a righleous. earnest, 
ascetic man whose pra)'ers were answered. He used to wander bct ..... ecn 

I' towns: as soon as he became known in one town he moved to another, 
eating only what he earned, for he was a builder by trade using mud bric ks. 
He used to kecp Sunday as a day of rest and would do no work then. He 
used to go into a dcscrt place and pray there until the evening. While he 
was following his trade in a Syrian village withdrawing himself from men, 
one of the people there called $Ili� perceived what manner of man he 
was and fclt a violent affcction for him, 80 that unperceivcd by FaymiyUn 
he used to follow him from place to place, until one Sunday he went as 
hiswontwasout intothe dcscrtfollowed by $lli�. $alii)chosc a hiding
place and aat down where he could see him, not wanting him to know where 
he was. As Faymiyiin stood to pray a tinnin, a seven-horned snake, came 

' ThcAnbi<:t<Xt "in_ di.oord.,. htu, bu'tM citltionfro",al-A6h6�1.-i,·en intlle 
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towards him and when Faymiyiin saw it he cuned it and it died. Seeing 
the snake but not knowing what had happened to it and fearing for 
FaymiyOn's safety, �Ii� could not contain hiffilClf and cried out: ·Faymi. 
yiin, a tinnin is upon youi' He took no notice and went on with hit prayers 
until he had ended them. Night had come and he departed. He knew 
that he had been recognized and !;i�Ii� knew that he had seen him. So he 
said to him: 'FaymiyOn.you know that I have never lo\'ed anything as 
I love you; I want to be always with you and go where\'er you go: He 
replied: ·At you .... .j11. You knowhow I li\'e and if you fed thst you can 
bear the life well and good: So $�li� remained with him, and the people 
of the village were on the point of discovering his secret. For when a man 
suffering from a disease came in his way by chance he prayed for him and he 
wu cured; but if he was summoned to a sick man he would not go. Now 
oneofthe viIlagers hadalOn whowublind'andhe askedabout Faymiyiin 
and was told that he never came when he wu sent for, but that he was a 
man who built housea for people for a wage. Thereupon the man took hil 
IOn and put him in hil room and threw a garment O\'er him and went to 
Faymiyiin saying that he wanted him to do lOme work for him in his house 
and would he come and look at it, and they would agree on a price. 
Arrived at the hoUle Faymiyiin asked what he wanted done, and after 
giving dctails the man suddenly whisked off the covering from the boy 
and said: '0 Faymiyiin, onc of God's creatures is in the atate you see. n 
So pray for him: Faymiyiin did 101 and the boy got up entirely healed. 
Knowing that he had been recognized he left the village followed by 
!;iili�. and while they were walking through Syria they passed by a great 
tree and a man callcd fromit saying, 'I'vebeen expecting you and saying. 
"When is he coming?" until I heard your voice and kncw it was you. 
Don't go until you have prayed over my grave for I am about to die.' He 
did die and he prayed over him until they buried him. Then he left 
followed by !;):ili� until they reached the land of the Arabs who attacked 
them, and a caravan carried them off and IIOld them in Najr�n. At this time 
the people of Najrin followed the religion of the Arahs worshipping a great 
palm.tree lhere. Every year they had a festival when they hung on the 
tree any fine garment they could find and women'. jewels. 11ten they 
aallied out and devoted the day to it.l Faymiyiin was sold to one noble and 
�iili� to another. Now it happened that when Faymiyiin was praying 
eamestly at night in a house which his master had assigned to him the 
whole house was filled with light so that it shone as it were without a lamp. 
Hit master was amazed al the .ight, and asked him about his religion. 
FaymiyOn told him and said that they were in error; as for the palm.tree 
it could neither help nor hurt; and ifhe were to curse the tree in the name 
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of God, He would destroy it, for He was God Alone without companion. 
'Then do lO ,' said hit master, 'for if you do that we shall embrace your 
religion, and abandon our present faith.' After purifying himself and 
performing two rak'aI, he inlloked God against the tree and God sent a 
wind against it which tore it from its roots and cast it on the ground. Then 
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befell their co-religionists in ellery land. This was the origin of Christianity 
in Najrln in the land ofthtArabs. Sueh is the report of Wahb b. Munab
bih on the authority of the people of Najrln. 

Yazid b. Ziyad told me on the authority of l\luhammad b. Ka'b al-Qu�i, 
and a man of Najriln also told me, that according to his people they used to 
wonhip idols. Najrin is the largest to\\n in which the people of the neigh
bouringdistrict congregated, and in a vmage hard by there was a aorcerer 
who uaed to instruct. the young men of Najr;;.n in his art. When Faymiyun 
came there-they did not call him by the name that Wahb b. Munabbih 
gives him but simply uid a man came there-he put up a tent between 
Najrin and the place where the IIOrcerer was. Now the people of Najriln 
used to acnd their young men to that IIOrcerer to be taught IOrcery and 
al-Thilmir acnt his IOn 'Abdullah along with them. When he passed by the 
man in the lent he was immensely struck by his prayers and devotion and 
began to sit with him and listen to him until he became a Muslim> and 
acknowledged the unity of God and worshipped Him. He asked questions 
about the la"'� of Islam until when he became fully instructed therein he 
asked the man what was the Great Name of God. Although he knew it he 
kept it from him, laying: 'l\1y dear young man,l you wiU not be able to 
bear it; 1 fear that you are nOt llrong enough.� Now a1-Thlmir had no 
idea that his son 'Abdullah wu not Yisiting the IOrcerer along with the 
otheryoung men. 'Abdullah aeeing that his master had kept the knowledge 
from him and wu afraid of hi, weakness, collected a number of sticks and 
whenever he taught him a JUlmt of God he wmte that name on a stick. 
When he had got them all he lit afire and began to throw them inone byone 
until when he reached the Itick with the Great Name inscribed on it he 
threw it in, and it immediately Iprang out untouched by the fire. There
upon he took it and went and told his nuster that he knew the Great 
Name which he had concealed from him. The latter questioned him 
and when he learned how he had found out the secret he said, 'O my yo un g 

' Or ·;""", ... iona·(�IJo) . ..  Nr.Id •• op.cit., '8, . ..  .1 
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Thereafter whene\·er 'Abdullah b. al-Thimir entered Najrnn and met 
any sick penon he \\"OUld uy to him, '0 tervant of God, will YOll acknow
ledge the unity of God and adopt my religion so that I may pray to God 
that he may heal you of your affliction /' The man would agree, acknowledge 
the unity of God, and become a Muslim, and he would pray for him and he 
would be healed, until in the end there wu not a single sick person in 
Najrnn but had adopted his religion and b«ome whole from his sickncss. 
When the news reached the king he atnt for him and said: 'You have 
corrupted the people of my town so that they are against me and have 
opposed my religion and the religion of my fathen. I will make a terrible 
example of youl' He replied: 'You have not the power to do that.' The 
king had him taken to a high mo:mtain and thrown down headlong, but he 
reached the ground unhun. Then he had him thrown into deep water in 
Najdn from which no one had ever emerged alh·e, but he came out nfely. 

Having thus got the better of him 'Abdullah told him that he would not 
be able to kill him until he acknowledged the unity of God and belie\"ed 
in hill rc!igion; but that ifhe did that he would be given power 10 kill him. 
The king then acknowledged the unity of God and pronounced thecrced 
of' Abdullah, and hilling him a moderate blow with a stick which he had in 
his hand he killed him and died himself on the spot. The peoplc of Najran 
accepted the religion of 'Abdullah b. al-TMmir according to the Gospel 
and the law which 'lsi b. Maryam brought. Afterwards they were over
taken by the misfonuncs' which befell their co-religionists. Sueh is lhe 
origin of Christianity in Najrnn. But God knows best (what the faelt are). 

Such is the report of Muhammad b. Ka' b. a1-Qura�i and one of the 
men of Najrln about 'Abdullah b. al-Thimir, but God knows best what 
happened. 

OhU. Nuwils came against them with his armies and invited them to 
accept Judaism, giving them the ehoite belween that or dcath: they choae 
death. So he dug trenches for them; burnt lOme in fire, slew some with 
the Iwotd, and mutil.ated them until he had killed nearly twenty thou!lllnd 
of them.1 Concerning OM NUWM and that army of his God revealed 10 
hia apostle �:r t�:
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Watching u lheflamcs grewhigher 
The sufferings ofthe faithful, direl 
They only tormented them beduse they belie"ed in 
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It is 83id that among those put to death by DM Nuwill was' Abdullah b. 
al-Thilmir, their leader and imam.' 

I \\"2S told by 'Abdullah b. Abu Bur b. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. l;I:nm 
that he was told that in the days of 'Umar b. al-Khallib a man of Najran 
dug up one of the ruins ofNajrin intending to make use of the land, whe n 
they came upon 'Abdullah b. al-Thilmir under a grue; he \\"2S in a aitting 
posture with his hand rovering a wound in his head and holding firmly to 
it. When hill hand was removed the blood began to flow; when they let go 
of his hand it retumed to itl place and the Row of blood eeased. On his 
finger was a ring inscribed 'Allah is my Lord'. A report was acnt to 'Umar 
and hc rcplied: 'Lcave him alone and ro\"cr in thegravc' and his orders w en: 
duly carried out. 

OF OADS owO TIiA'I.ABAN AND TilE IlEGI�NING OF TilE 

ABYSSINIAN DOMINATION AND TilE IIISTORY OF 

AKYAT WIIO BECAME VICEROY OF TilE YAM A N  

A man of Saba' called Daus Dhii Tha'iabiin escaped on a horse, and taking 
to the desert eluded them.' He pressed on until he reached the Byuntine 
court, when he asked thc emperor 10 aid him against Dhu Nuwill and his 

,6 troope, teUing him what had happened. The latter replied that his country 
was too distant for him to be able to help by tending troope, but that he 
would write to the Abyssinian king who was a Christian and whose 
territory was near the Yaman. Acoordingly he did write ordering him to 
help Daul andteelr. revcnge. 

Dau. wcnt to the Ncgus with the cmperor's Ictter, and he scnt with him 
SC\'enty thousand Abyuinians, putting over them a man called Aryil!. 
IT. Hc ordered him to kil l  a third of the men, lay waste a third o(the 
rountry, and acizc a third of the women and children if he conquered.) 
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with the I:limyaritell and such of the YamanI tribes as were under his rom
mand came out against him, and after an engagement Dhii Nuwis and his 
forcc was put to flight.J Secing that hil cauac was lost Dhu Nuwill turned 
his horse seawards beating it until it entered the wnes and carried him 
through the shaUoww out utto the deep water. This \\"2S the last Ihat was 
secn of him. Aryil! entered the Yaman and took posse!lllion of it. (T. He 

, Ano'M' • ..Iibon ;" T. _,. tha. ·Abd,,]loh ...... kin� by ... �.rlj .. kin,. An. L 8, 
givel . tomew  .... diB .... nl wnion from .he n...y,. .,f Ibn Sij. For .n a«ount of,hn< 
mIInyn from Chri,tian ooun>eo _ TNt &>0. 0/ 1M Ui"" Q';I ... �. Ant 1'0101><, •• Lund, 

· T·b·'1·5·'1 ... ,.tha.",. ... ...... . Vomoni ... po n t  ... , . mllnof!\'oj"nco.lI�J.bbir 
b. F,y� ,100 etCIped 

' T,b.9I'. 's conlOinl onocco\1n'oflhodJootdeR<l'lOlcof,b.YomonI orrnyond thcir 
f«blooppo.ibon. 
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c:arriedoutlheNegus's.orders, andsenta lhird ofl�ewomenand children 
lo him. He ltayed on m lhecountry .ndreduced llto lubj�ion.) 

One of the Y.mania remembering how Daus had brought the Abyt· 
.inianl upon them uid 

Not like D.U!1 and not like the Ihinp he ClIrried in his laddie bag. 
Andthi. aaying hasbecome pro\'erbi.lin th� Y.man untilthisday. 

Dhujadanthel:limyari(T rel:ordingthclr humiliationaftertheirfonner 
���u

:n�
n 
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t
�h:;r castles Sil�ln, Baynun, and Ghumdln 

Gcntlyl Tears tannot recall what is sped. 
Fret not thyself for thOte who are dead 
After Baynun nostonet nor trace remain, 
And after Sill)in shall men build.uch houses .gain? 

B'ynun, Silttin, and Ghumdln are Y.mani castles which Aryil� destroyed �: =��n
�:� 

:
them existed 

Peace, confound you! You ClIn't tum me from my purpose 
Thy scolding dries my .pittlel 
To the mu.ic of singers in times past ·t .... "lIII fine 
When we drank our fill of pure at noblest winc. 
Drinking freely of wine brings me no shamc 
�
o
��

e
:��v!o���:a�:i�;;:�:nion would blame. 

Though he drink the perfumed polionl ofthe quack. 
Nor monk in his secluded ccl1 on high 

�:ue�
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h:��:� ��:!�;���;:::: Ay. 
From the mountain top it lowers 
Well ClIrpentcred, withstonetforatay, 
Plastered with clean. damp, alippery clay; 
Oil lamps within it Ihow 
At e\·en like the lightning·lglow. 
Beside itl wall thc palm.trees fine 
With ripening fruit in cluslcfSahine. 
Thilonce.new castle isashcs loday, 
The Aamet have eaten its beauty away. DM Nuwu humbled gave up his castle great 
And w.med his people of their coming f.tc. 

With referencc 10 that, Ibn al-Dhi'oo al.Thaqafi aaid (JI): 
BY

h
:�: life there 's no escape for a man when death and old age.dle 

By thy life a man has nowherc 10 Aec-noasylum 
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Could there be after l;Iimyar'a tribea were destroyed one mom by 
calamity'a atroke, 

A thousand thousand withapcannen (glittering) like the ur before 

Their cry deafened the chargers and they put to ftight the warrion 
with their pungent smell. 

Witches l5 thc aand in numher the \'ery aapof trusdried at thcir 
approach. 

'Amr b. l\1a'di Karib al-Zubaydl said ooncerning a dispute which he had 
with Qaya b. Mabhu!;t aI-Mulidl when he heard that he had threatened 
him, and bringing to memory the lostglory of l;limyar: 

Do you threaten me as though you were Dhu Ru'ayn 
Or Dhu Nuwb in the days of their prime? 
Many a man hefore you wasprospcrous 
With a kingdom firmly rooted among men 
Ancient as the daya of 'Ad 
Excecdingfiercc, ovc:rc:oming tyranll, 
Y«his people pcrished 
Andhc:becarnc:a wanderc:r among mc:n (p). 

KILLED ARyAT' 

Ary�t held s ...... y in the Yarnan for some yean and then Abraha the 
Abyssinian (T. who wu in hia army) disputed his authority, and the 
Abysainialll split into two panies each claiming supporters. When war 
was about to begin, Abraha sent to Aryit asking him to aven the danger of 
intemecine war and inviting him to aettle the diapute by personal combat , 
the winner to be the aole c:onunander of the army. Aryltagrecd andAbraha 
went fonh to meet him. He was a soon fit man holding the Christian 
faith; and Ary5t advanced agailllt him apcar in hand; he was a big, taU, 
handsome man. Abraha had a young man called 'Atawda at his back to 
defend him against attack from the rear. Arylt raiscd his apear Itriking 
at Abraha'aaltull and hit him on the forehcad .plitting hiscycbrow. nOlC, 

29 eye, and mouth. It wu for this reason that he was called aI·Ashram 
(split-face). Thereupon 'Atawda coming out from hchind Abraha attacked 
Ary�t and killed him, and Aryl!'a army joined Abraha, and the AbyuiniaJUJ 
in the Yaman accepted himastheirchief. (T. Then 'Atawdacried: "Atawda 
you see, of an evil oompany; parentlCSIIin nobility', meaning that Abraha' • 
• l.ave had killed Ary51. A1-Aahram uked what hc wanted, for though he 
hadk.illcd him blood-moneymUlt be paid. He asked and obtained from him 
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the right of primae noctis in Yaman.) Abraha paid blood-money for killing 
Ary�l. (T. All this happened wilhout the knowledge of the Negus.) 

When the news of this affair reached the Negus he was filled with rage 
and said: 'Has he attacked my amir and killed him wilhol.,Lt any order from 
me?' Then he swore an oath that he would not leave Abraha alone until 
he had trodden his land and cut offhil forelock. So Abraha shaved his 
head and filled a leather bag with the earth of the Yaman and aent it to the 
Negus with the following letter: '0 King, Ary�1 was only thy slave and I 
too am thy slave. We disputed about your orders; everyone mustobcy 
you; but I was stronger, finner, and more skilful in managing the affairs of 
the Abyssinians. Now when I was told of the king's oath I shaved the 
whole of my head and I send it to you with a bag of the dust of my land thst 
youmayputit beneathyourfeet andthuskeepyouroath oonceming me.' 
When this message reached the Negus he was reoonciled to him and wrote 
to him that he ... ;as to stay in the Yaman unlil further orders; so Abraha 
remained in the Yaman. (T. When Abraha perceived that the Negus \\"as T·933 
reconciled and had made him viceregent of the Yaman, he Bent 10 Abu 
Murra b. Dhu Yuan and took away from him his wife Rayi)�na d. 
'Alqama b. Malik b. Zayd b. Kahlm. Abu Murra who is Dhii Jadan had 
a lIOn by her-Ma'di Karib. Afterwards she bore to Abraha a lIOn Maliriiq 
and a daughter Basbasa. Abu Murra took to flight. His slave 'Atawda 
went on exercising his right in Yaman until a man of l;Iimyar of Khath'am 
attacked and killed him; and when the nev'II reached Abraha, who was 
a lenient noble character, a Christian of temperate habits, he loid the 

�::��:�:�:h�.!;���::�:�:�::��������!�::::�:�:���a!���:�� 
bloodwit would be exacted and he would not take any action against them 
forkilling 'Atawda.) 

Then Abraha huiltthe cathedral' in San'ii', such a thurch as oould notbe 
seen elsewhere in any part of the world at that time. He wrote to the 
Neguauying: 'I have built a church for you, 0 King, such as haa not been 
built for any king before you. I shall not rest until I ha\·e diverted th e 
A.rabs' pilgrimage to it.' When the Arabs were talking about this letter of 
hu, one of the calendar intercalators wa;' en�ged. He was of the B. 

����;mb; :d��:dr;�m
: �i�

a�l.a���::�l;I��:
h

i��e�!::��o�� �;:���o� 
who used to adjust the months for the Arabs in the time of ignorance. They 
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would make one of the boly monthl profane. and make one of the profane 
]0 months holy to balance the calendar. It W1II about this that God sent 

down: 'P08tponemcnt (of a aacred month) is but added infidelity by which 
thoec who disbelieve are misled. They make it (the month) profahe one 
year and make itucred the next year, that they may makeup the numbcro{ 
the months which God has made sacred {J3)." 

The fint to impose this system of intercalation on the Arabs was 
al·Qa1Ammu .... ho was �udh.ayf. h. 'Abd b. Fuqaym h. 'AdIy b. 'Amir 
b. 'I'bJ'l.lba b. al.l;larith b. MaWr. b. KiD!na b. Khuuym.j his son 'AbbJd 
followed him; then his descendants Q.la', Umayya, 'Auf, and Abli 
Thumlma Junld. h. 'Auf who was the last of them, for he wu overuken 
by Jalam. When the An.bs bad finished pilgrimage, it used 10 be their 
pn.cticeto g.ther round himandhewould declare thefourncredlJ'l()nths 
Rajab, Dhu'I-Qa'da. Dhii'I-l;Iijja. and al-Mul;tarr:am. If he wanted to free 
. pcriod bewould frtt a1_Mu�arramandtbeywoulddedare itfreeandban 
$afar in ita place so as to make up tbe numbcr of Ihe four sacred months. 
When tbey wanted to return from Mecca,' he got up and said: '0 God, 
I have made one of the $afars frce for them, the first $afa� and I bave 
postponed the other till next year.' 

About this 'Umayr b. Cays Jadhlu'I-Ti'ln, one of the B. Fi� b. 
Gbanm b. Tha'iaba b. MAlik b. Kin�na, boasting of Ihis determining of 
the montha, improviscd: 

M��
e
d n���:�:ttO� people arc tbe most honourable of men and 

Who has CKaped .... wben we seck \'engeance and wbom have we not 
made to champ thc bit? 

Are we not Ma'add'. calendar-makers, milingprofanemonthllacredP 
(,,). 

The Kininite went fonh until he came to the cathedral and defiled 
itbs). Thcn he returned to his own country, Htaring ofthemauerAbraha 
made inquirict and leamed that the outragc had becn commiued by an 
Arab who came from the temple in Mecca where the Arabi went on 
pilgrimagc, and that he had done Ihis in angcr at hiathre2tto di\'crtthe �ra;:!���magc to the cathedral, Ihowing thereby that it 'AU unworthy 

Abaha wu enraged and awore tlat be would go to this temple and 
T.9l4 dctlroy it. [f. With Abraha there wereaome Arabi who had come to scelr. 

hi, bounty, among them Muhammad b. Khuzn b. Khud.ba II-Dbalr.
wlnl, al-Sulaml, with l numbcr ofhis tribeamen including a brother ofbi. 
called Oa)'l. While they were with him a feast of Abraha oecurred and 
he aent to invite them to the feast. Now he Ulcd to eat an animal'. tcstidct, 
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so when the invitation was brought theysaid, 'By God, if we eat this the 
Arabs will hold it against us as long as we live.' Thereupon Muhammad got 
up and went to Abraha and uid, '0 King, this is a festinl of ours in which 
we eat only the loins and Ihoulders: Abraha replied that he would send 
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him amir of MUQar and ordered him to go among the people to invite 
them to pilgrimage at his cathedral which he had built. When Muhammad 
got as far as the land of KinAna the people of the lowland knowing what 
he had come for scnt a man of Hudhllyl called 'Urwa b. 1:Iayyl� al.l\IiIA,1 
who lhot him with an arrow, killing him. His brother Oays who was with 
him fled to Abraha and told him the news, which increased his rage .nd 
fury and he swore to raid the B. KinAna and destroy the temple.) So he 
commanded the Abyssinians to prepare and make ready, and sallied fort h 
with the elephant. News of this plunged the Arabs into alarm and anxiety 
and theydtcided that it .... '11 incumbent on them to fight against him when 
they heard that he meant to destroy the Ka'ba, God's holy house. 

A member of one of the ruling families in the Yaman, Dhu Nalr by 
name, summoned his people and such of the Arabs as would follow him to 
fight Abraha and stop him from attacking and destroying God's holy 
hoult. A certain number supported him, but after a battle Dhu Nalr and 
his followera were put to flight and he himself was taken prisoner and 
brought to Abraha. When he wu about to put him to death Dhii Nafc 
pleaded for his life on the gcollnd that he would be more useful to him 
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raha then gave him his life but kept him in fetters. He 

Abrahacontinued on his road to Mecca until in the country of Khath'am 
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engagement he was defeated and taken prisoncr. When Abraha thought 
of killing him, Nufayl laid: 'Don't kill me, 0 King, lor I will be your 
guide in the Arab country. Hecc are my two hands as succty that the two 
tribes of Khath'am, Shahrin and Nlhis, will obey you.' So Abraha let 
him go. 

He continued with him as a guide until they reached Ta'if whcn Mas'lid 
b. Mu'attib b. Mllik b. Ka'b b. 'Amr b. Sa'd h. 'Aufb. Thaqlf came out to 
him with Ihe men of Thaqif. Thaqif'. name was Oasiy h. al-Nabil b. 
Munabbih b. Man,ur h. Yaqdum b. AbA b. Du'ml b. Iyld b. Nidr b. 
Ma'add b. 'Adn5n. Umayya b. Abu $alt al.Thaqafi said 

My peopre areI}'lld,wouldlhatlheywue near 
O
��

'
:�

ld that Ihey had ltayed (here) though their camels might be 

' 'fM ame .. ..... 'hinbt<:a ..... 'hey ... . I .... }". o'..,nnilk«l to .llpply IM ...... uofau .. u 
Schllilheu, U-n-o, 'J, .. ad'/�I'9·.(fT�, 'mlt!h' be .... uchlOrod·. 
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When on the march lli:q'a wide plain 
Is theirs-moreover they read and write (36), 

He a1so uid: 
If you uk me who I am, Lubayra, and of my line 
I will tell you the certain truth. 
We belong to al-Nabit the father of QuIy 
To M,",urson ofYaqdum(our) forefathera(37). 

They said to him: 0 King, we are thy servants allentive and obedient 
to you. We have no quarrel with you and our temple-meaning that of 
al-Llt-ilI not the one you seet. You want only the temple in Mecca, and 
we will send with you a man to guide you there. He therefore passed on 
leaving them unmolested. 

,b to al-Ut it v.-u a temple of theira in al-TI'ifwhich they uted to 
venerate as the }{a'ba ill venerated (J8). So they tent with him Abu 
Righll to guide him on the way to Mecca, and when he had brought 
him as far as al-Mughammit' Abu Righll died there and the Arabe :���:� his grave. This is the grave which people in al-Mughammill still 

33 Arrived here, Abraha sent an Abyuinian called al-,bwad b. MalaUd' 
with some cavalry as far 15 Mecca and the latter sent off to him the plunder 
of the people of Tihlma, the Quraysh and others, among it t\\'O hundred 
camels belonging to 'Abdu'l-Munalib b. H .. him, who at that time was 
the leading ahayth of Quraysh, At firat Qura)'llh, Kinina, and Hudhayl 
and othera who were in the holy place meditated battle, but &eeing that 
they had not the power to offer reaiatance they gave up the idea. 

Abraha !lent l:Iunlla the l:Iimyarite to Mecca inatructing him to inquire 
who was the dlief notable of the oountryand to tell him that the king's 
mesaage was that he had not come to fight them, but only to destroy the 
temple. If they offered no resistance there wu no cause for b1oodshed, 
and if he wilhed to avoid waf he should return with him. On reaching 
Mecca l:Iunll' was told that 'Abdu'I-Mun.atib b. Hbhim b. 'Abd Manlf 
b, Qu,ayy was the leading notable, so he went to him and delivered Abraha', 
meuage. 'Abdu'I-MUllalib replied: 'God kno"" that we do not wish to 
fight him fOfwe have not the power to do so. This is A11ah'a aanctuary 
and the temple of His friend Abraham--or words to that effect-If He 
defends it against him it is His temple and His sanctuary; and if he 
lell him have it by God we cannot defend it I' l:Iunlla replied that he :

i
��t h�m�e with him to Abraha, for he wu ordered to bring him back 

So accompanied by one of hi I IOflI" Abdu'I-MutJaiib came to the camp 

, Abo writlen ol-Mul"""'mu, . pl."" ',_ ,birds of 0 paruona' (roulhlr two�) 
fromMocco,. 

' Thc proctic:esllrvivn tolhisd.r, 
• OWrolllhorilin ... rile M�. Maf,6d meano 'aluh-hced'. 
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and inquin:d for Dhil Nafr, for he was a friend of bit. He went in to see 
him aa he waa in eonfinement and aaked him if he eould do anything to 
help them in their trouble. Dhu Nafrn:plied: 'Whatuse is a m.an helda 
prisoner in the hands of a king, expecting to be killed at any moment? 
I eando nothing to help you except that Unays the ketper of the elephant 
being a friend of mine, I will send to him and commend your case 10 him 
as atrongly as possible ukinghim to Iry to get you permiS$ion to aeethe 
king. So apeak as you think fit, and he will intercede for you with the lting 
if he i. able to da 10.' So Dhil Narr Itnt to Unaya aaying, 'The king bas 
taken two hundred camels belonging to 'Abdu'I-Munalib, lord of Ouraph 
and muter of the Meecan' well who feeds men in the plain and wild 
cn:aluree on the tap of the mountains, and is nowhere. Soaak permission l� 
for him to &« the lting and help him aa far as you can.' He laid he wauld 
dOlO and n:peated thesewordsto theking, addingthat 'Abdu'I-Muttalib 
wished loaee him and talk to him about a pressing m.atter. Abrsha .greed 
to aee him. Now 'Abdu'l-Munalib was a most impreuive, handaome, and 
dignified man, and when Abraha saw him he treated him with the greatest 
respect 10 that he would not let him sit bcntath him. He oould not let the 
Abysainian.s let him.itting beside him 00 hl. T"O) .. I throne. 10 he got off 
his throne and &at upon his carpet md made 'Abdu'l-Munalib sit beside 
him there. Then he told his interpreter to inquire what heWantcd, and the 
n:ply wu that he wanted the king to return two hundred cameJa of his 
whkh he had talr.en. Abraha replied through the interpreter, 'You pleased 
me much when J saw you; then 1 WII much displeased with you when I 
heard what you &aid. Do you wish to talk to me about two hundred camels 
of youl1l which 1 have taken, and &ay nothing about your religion and the 
n:ligion of your farefathers which I have come to destroy 1 " Abdu'I-Mut • 
talib replied, 'I am the ownerofthecamelsand the templehu an owner who 
will defend it.' When the king replied that he eould nat defend it against 
hirn hesaid, 'That remains to be IICCn.' ('Give me bad my camels.') T.9J9 

Some learned people allege that when 'Abdu'I-MUl1alib went to Abnha 
when he sent 1;Iunlta to him, there accompanied him Ya'mur b. Nuatha 
b. 'Adiy b. al-Du'il b. Bm b. 'Abd Manit b. Kinina, at that time chief 
of B. Bllkr, and Khuwaylid b. Wlthila, then chief of HudhayJ. They 
offered to give Abrsha a third or the catde of the lowland on condition 
that he would withdnlw from them and not destroy the temple, but he 
n:fueed their request; but God knows whether this was so or nOI. At ::le:te Abraha restored to 'Abdu']·MunaJib the camels which he had 

When they left him, 'Abdu'I·!\1unalib went back to Qunlysh and having 
given them the news ordered them to withdnlw from Meea Ind take up 
defen.ive poaitions on Ihe peaka and in the pusea ofthe mountain. for 
fear of the cxcesaea ofthe lOldiefl. 'Abdu'l.Muttalib look hold of the 
metal knockerafthe Ka'ba, and anumberofQurayshltood with him prsying 

' c  . .... ·Ir. ·o;anI.....,·. 
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to God and imploring hil help against Abraha and hilanny. Aslu 
holding thelrnocker ofthe templedoor, 'Abdu'I-Munalib uid: 

o God, a man protects his dwelling so protect Thy dwellings.' 
Let not their cross and their craft tomorrow overcome Thy craft 

9Ili
��rima b. 'Amir b. Hlshim b. 'Abdu Manlf b. 'Abd ai-Dar b. Q 

o God, humiliate al-AS\\'lId b. Maf.ud 
Who took a hundred camels wearing their collars; 
Iktween Hiri'and Thabir andthe descru. 
He shut them in when they should be pasturing frcely, 
And delivcred them to the black barbarians, 
Withdraw from him thine aid, 0 Lord, for Thou art worthy 

praised (iO). 

'Abdu'I-Munalib then let go the knocker of the door of the Ka'b 
went off with his Qunyah companions to the mountain tops where 
took up defensive posilions wailing 10 see what Abraha would do wh 
occupied Mecca. In the momint Abraha prepared to enter the tow 
mlde hilelephant rudy for battle and drew up his troops. His inte 
was to deltroy the temple and then return to the Yaman. When they 
the elephant (its name was Mal;lmud) face Mecca, Nufayl b. J;labib 
up to ill flank and taking hold of its ear aaid: 'Kneel, Mal;lmud, 
-'raight back whencc you came, for you are in God',holy land!' He 
ofiu ear and the elephant knelt, and Nufayl made offat top specd f 
top of the mountain. The troops beat the elephant to make it get up 
would not; they beat its head with iron bars; they atuck hoob ir 
underbclly and scarified it; but it would not get up. Then they m 
face the Yaman and immediately it got up and started off. When th 
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it did likewise, but as lOOn as they di 

Then God sent upon them birds from tilt lea like swallo\\ 
36 starlings; each bird carried three stonea, like pcas and lenti!s, one 

beak and two bcrv.-een its c\ay,'S. Everyone who wu hit died but I 
wetc hit. They withdrew in Hight by the way they came, crying ( 
Nufay! b. J;labib to guide them on the way to the Yaman. When t 
the punishment which God had brought down on them Nufayl sai, 

Where can one Hcewhen God pursueth ? 
AI-Ashram ia the eonquered not the eonqueror (,p). 

, �J,{,jJ, 11,. plunll of�U., m ..... I oolloction of 1>0,,"" Ind II ... the people . 
IM,tin. Yo. -aN. ol-Shohnl.dni, Mi/lIl. hu !rU/4iI� 'lUI n�i .. hbour·. and ro., 
·1Orn01TOW" ",-", .. hich couLd be rMdue<! ·hoatilc· hr..,. f", ,,.u.,,,,,tJM hu K,, 

· .,q,tJl hr ... ;"oaidbyC.andAbQDhII"" "' �  .. ..,nll'hond p"""ct : buli' '''"ll 
·l\Ii .. ·.·II .. ,.CKCOmpenildbyro""'. 'Cnlh·,d.K'IlfI, IPPCI""'be'hr�' '''' 
Tbepuoqoi.a rnninioanccolS(ln " . I4,and 'hridel"",ybc found inlhc' 
... yinlofGod' KNr,· ... I->R4JrJ,;., '.47·T·hu prafrveo;ifou.hn .. ofnopoc'icrnotn 
I.H. prrr�'MIO uciH. 
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Tht Lift of Muhammod 

Nufayl alsosaid: 

Our grectings, Ruda)'na! 
You rejoice our eyel this moming! 
[Your fue!-sccker camc to UI last night, 
But we had naught to gi\'c him.) 
If you had sccn, but you will notscc, Rudayna, 
What weaawon al-MuD:lMab'lside' 
You would hne forgiYcn me and praiaed my action 
And not hne been yexed at what has paased and gone.' 
I praised God when I saw the birds, 
And I feared the Itonesthat might fall upon us. 
Everyone wuasking for Nufayl 
As though l owed the Abyssinians a debt. 

As they withdrew they were continually falling by the wayside dyini 
miscrablyby eyerywaterhole. Abrahawu smitlen inhisbody,andu the) 
took him away hi. fingenfell off one by one. Wherc the finger had been 
there arose an evil sore exuding pus and blood, so that when they brough' 
him to $an'j' he was like a young fledgeling. They allege that as he die, 
his heart burst from his body. (A. Deserters from the anny, labourers 
and campfollowers remained in Mecca and beaome workers and shepherd: 
for the population.) 

Ya'qub b. 'Utbl told me that he was informed that that year was th, 
first time that measles and .mallpox had been teen in Anbia; and, too 
that it was the first time that bitter herba like rue, rolocynth,and Afdq,ia 
gig(l1ftta were sccn 

\\'hen God tent Muhammad he specially recounted to the Ouraysl 
his goodneu and favour in turning back the Abyssinians in order t 
preserve their state and permanence. 'Did you notaee how your Lor 
dealt with the owners of the elephant? Did He not reduce thcir guile t 
sheer terror? And KT\t upon them Aocb of birds, throwing hard cia 
.tones upon them, malc.ing them as bladeaofrornthathavebeendevoured.' 

And apin: 'For the uniting of Ouray.h, their uniting the aoravans t 
ply summer and winter. Then let them worship the Lord of this tempi, 
who has fed them 10 that they hunger not, and made them ufe from fear' 

' A plKebetwMn M«aondMinl in.!>e v.Uey ofMc«o. SecYlqil. 
· �blJ � io o poctic:al fonn of�. ·betwttn ... ·. TlM: Ii"" io bued on S,; 

• sO" ,o, 
· Soln'06. A aoodd'ocu .. ionoftlu. difficu!tpo ... g .... iUbe found in Lon.'. Luico 

P·7qbandt. Therc arcthreo ri"ol rcad'np:U4I (odopt<d byou. ou!ho.). i/#, ond i 
Aoco«lin.i ",.uthreolhe meoninciooald",be·f"",lheirkoepin,s",lhe;o..mqo .IC.' Och 
.uthoritiM .. , tho. lhe fint ftadJn. IMatII 'fot,he preporinc and fittin. ""I'. Othen .  
tho. a<co ... Hnl "'the thin:lreodinr lheme .... in.i. '.heprotecti ... '. A«on:l ..... 'o l\ln .  
A'ribl lhe poin. of .ru. io thot t ... fou. oono of 'Abd" MonIf .... u liv.n frcedom to t", 
by tho By  ..... rineo,P.nion.Aby .. ,niano.ond l;limyari.l'UP«tI' .. Jyond oo '"".rc .b!.co 
andbrinc o:omf ....... ""ia:hbourinaoemcorieo. TbeR .... , be .oound hiotorical!oemel 
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i.e. so that their ltatut thould remain unaltered because of God's good 
purpose IOwardl them if they would receive it (-+:z). 

J8 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr via 'Amra daughter of 'Abdu'I-Ral:lmJn b. 
Sa'd b. Zur�ra told me that 'A'isha .aid: 'I JaW the leader of the elephant 
and its groom walking about Mecca blind and crippled begging for food." 

When God tumed back the Abyssinians from MeCCl and executed His 
vengeance upon them, the Arabshdd the Quraysh in great honour, aaying, 
'They are the people of God: God fought for them and thwarted the 
attack of their enemies.' On thit theme they composed many poems, 
Thus 'AbduJlah b. al·Zibra'ri b. 'Adly b. Qays b. 'Adiy b. Sa'd b. Sahm b, 
'Amr b. HUflYt b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Gh�lib b. Fihr said 

Withdraw from the vale ofMeca. for 
From of old ia !WIctuary hat not been violated. 
When itwat aanctified, Siriua hadnot been created. 
No mighty man has ever attacked it. 
Ask the commander of the Abyssinians' what hellw. 

He who knowa what happencd will teU the ignorant. 
Sizty thousand men returned not home, 
Nor did their lick recover after their retum. 

�! �! J;;��:��:rej��!:�. before them. 

The words 'nor did their tick recover after their retum' refer to Abraha 
whom they carried with them when he Wat .mitten, until he died in San'�'. 

Abu Qays b. aI-Aslat al-�ilrl al.Khatml, $ayfl by name (-+3) uid; 

His work it was on the day of the Abyssinian elephant. 
Whenever they urged it forward it held ia ground, 
(They drove) their hoou beneath ia flanb, 
They split ia nose and it wu tom. 
They uaed a knife at a whip. 
When they applied it to its back it made a wound. 
It tumed and faced the way it had come. 
Thoae there bore the burden of their injustice. 

'hiatnditiotJ. Thoo f""r bl'Oth<n pvcthi. Pl'Ol«tion (u.v>to u-ejoumeyin, to ,he 
teY'OnJcouit.'r1a. Th ... ro. il#thoo meani .... oI_" pl'Otr<:tion, ""d_po ... iblijl}'for 
oaf..,.."'m ... tntod 

' M  •. i·9S ... "" ... rrono l.l.tho. .... ....,.. r"""' thoo tribu ..... t to o:onp'uloolt S.yfb. 
DIr.OYuonontu. _to .. tlon to kin�p. Helin.lod ouIOuntyohro.'pe>'i..ol (ff ........ t. 

' l p..,rcr tho .... d'nl/rtlbtN (W.)to tllejllYu.· ofC. 
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God ICnt a wind bringing pebbles from above them 
And theyhuddlcd togethcrlike lambs.' 
Theirpritsta urged them to endure, 
But they bleated like sheep (+4). 

Abil Qays b. al·Aslat alJo said: 
Rise and pray to your Lord and stroke 
The comers of this temple between the mountain •. ' 
He gave you a convincing test 
On the day of Abu Yabum leader of the squadrons. 
His cavalry was in the plain, hia infantry 
Upon the passcl ofthe diatanthills. 
When the help of the Lord of the Throne reachcd you, 
Hi

�u:�
ies repultcd them,' pelting them and covering them with 

Quickly they tumcd uil in ftight, and none 
Buta fewretumed to his pcople from the anny (4S).' 

Tilib b. Abii T�lib b. 'Abdu I·Mu]falib said: 
Know you not what happened in the war of D:Il;ti.ss 
And AbU Yaksum'. anny when it fillcd the passZ 
But for the help of God the Sole Existent One 
You would have been unable to aave yourli"es (46).6 

Abu al.$alt b. Abu Rabi'a al· Thaqafi referring to the elephant and to the 
l;Ianafireligion being that of Abraham said (47) 

�:::iru: ���� 'd:
r
u
d
b:7h�:.minating., 

Night and Day 'oI--ere creatcd and all 
b abundantly plain, ita reckoning is fixed 
Then the merciful Lord re"ealcd thed.y 
By the sun whol!e rayt are seen everywhere. 

��dt�
h
�I;�!�� :'u::�h�tU!�:::��:�g .• 
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Its trunk curled ring.wise; it lay motionlcss U; 
'A boulder flung down from Kabkab's rocks, 
Round it Kinda's kings, warriors, 
Mighty hawks in war, 
They abandoned it and departed headlong 
All of them; the shank of each one of them was broken. 
In God's sight at the Resurrection every religion 
But that of the J.!.anifis doomed to perdition (-48). 

THE JOURNEY OF $AYF B. DHO YAZAN AND TilE RULE OF 
WAHRIZ IN TilE YAMAN 
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kingship of my country.' He answered, 'Your country is far distant and 
has little to attract me; [ cannot endanger a Peraian anny in Arabia and 
there is no reason why I ahould dolO.' Then he made him a present of 
10,000 drachmae Itcrling and in"ested him in a fine robe. Sayfwc.ntout 
withthe ailver and began to 3Cauer il among the people; IT. Boys and T.�7 
allves of both sexes scrambled for the coins). When the king was told of 
this he thought it very extraordinary and sent for him and said, 'You mean 
to throwaway a royal gifll' He answered: 'What use i. ailver to me? The 
mountains of my country from which T come are nothing but gold and 
silnr.' Thishc said toeltcite his cupidity. Chosroesthereupongathered 
hisadvisera togtther and asked their opinion about the man and his projec t. 
One of them reminded the king that in his prisons there were men who 
were condemned to death. If he were to &end Ihem with him and they 
were killed, that would merely be the fate that he had detennined for them; 41 
on Ihe other hand, if they conquered the COUntry he would have added to 
his empire. Thereupon Chosroes sent those who were confined in his 
prisons to the number of eight hundred men. 

He put in command of them I man called Wlhril: who was of mature 
age and of excellent family and lineage. 'I1ley ICt out in eight Ihips, two 
of which foundered, 10 that only six reached the: shores.of Aden. Sayf 
brought all the people that he oould to. W:lhriz uying, 'My foot is with 
your foot, we die or conquer together.' 'Right: uid Wahril:. Masniq b. 
AbTllha the king of Yaman came out against him with his army. and 
Wahril: scnt one of his IOnl to fight them 10 as to get experience in their 
way of fighting. Hil IOn was killed and he was filled with TlIge against 
them. When the men were drawn up in their ranD Wahril: said, 'Show me 
their king.' They said, 'Do you see a man on an elephant with a crown on 
his head and a red ruby on his forehead? That is their klng.' 'Let him be,' 
hesaid, and theY \\"lI.ited a long timeandthenhe aaid, 'Whatil he riding 
now?' They uid: 'He il now bestride a horse'; apin they waited. He 
uked the ume qUC'ltion and they said hc.wu bestride a mule. S>Lid 
Wahriz: 'An ass's filly! A weak creature, and 10 il his kingdom. I will 
lhoot him. If you tee that his followen have not moved, then stand fast 
until I gi\'e you pennission to advance, for I ahall hne missed the fellow. 
But if you ItC the people flocking round him l lhall hnehit him, 10 fall 
upon them.' He then bent his bow (the ItOry gotI that il wu so tough 
Ihat noone but he could bend it) and ordered that his eyebrowa be faaten cd 
blck,' then hc shot Masniq and aplit the ruhy in hia forehead andthe 
arrow pierced hia head and came out at the back of his neck. He rclloflhia 
mount and the Abyssinianl g1Ithered round him. When the Persians feU 
upon them, they fled and were killed u they bolted in all directions. 
\Vahri�advanced toenterinto!?an'li', andwhenhe rclchedit8gltehe laid 
that his stlndlrd should never be lowered and he ordered them to destro y 
the gate and went in �::��:!�;�fn>m.�. 
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Sayfb. Dhu Yazanal-l�imyarl aaid: 
Men thought thc two kings had madc pcace 
And those who hcard of thcir reconciliation found thc matlcr was 

vcrygra,·c. 
Wcalcwthc princc Masruq and rcddened thcsands with blood. 

����:'::o��
c
� :���!

e" prince, 

Hewoulddrinknowineuntilhe hadcapturedprisonersandlpoil(5o). 

Abu al-!,ialt b. Abu Rabl'a al-Thaqafi (5I) aaid' 
Lct thO$C seck vcngcance who are likc Ibn DhuYa.zan 
Wholpcnt long yearsat aea bccausc ofhis enemies, 
Whcn the time for hisjoumcy camc hc went to Caesar 
But did not attain what hC lOught. 
Then he tumcd to Chosrocs after ten years, 
Counting his lifc and money cheap, 
Until hccame bringing the Persians with him 

�Jh:Ya I���;��:��
e
c:�t

o
i;t;action, 

Ncver werc their likc sccn among men! 
Nobles, princes, mighty men, archel1l, 
Lions who train their cubs in the jungle! 
From curvcdbowatheY lhotnro",,. 
Stout as thc polcsof the howdah 
Bringing thc victim a lpecdy death. 
You scnt liolll againit black dogs, 
Thcir fugiti\·es arc llCallcrcd all over the earth. 
Sodrinkyour fill, wcaringyour crown, 
On Chumdan'l lop reclining in a housc you hnc chosen. 
Drinkyour fill, forthcy are dead, 
And walk proudly today in your flowing robcs. 
Such arc noble deeds! not two pails of milk mingled with water 
Whieh afterwards become urinc (53). 

4S 'Adly h. Zayd al-l:Hri, one of B. Tamim, said: 
What is therc aftcr �an'il' inwhichoncelivcd 
Rulers ofa kingdom whOlC gifts wcrelavish? 
Its buildcr raised it IOlhe flying clouds, 
ha lofty chambcrsgavc forth musk. 
Prolcctcd bymount:iinaa�instlhc atlackll ofenemics,' 
Itslorty heightsunscalable. 

,o'C';:·idbore l .. ke.o ...... n . r  ........ r«ful f"'. The C.'roed',oro pl'.rertotlnd I refc«nce 
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Pleasant was the voice of the night owl there, 
Answered at e\'en bya Aute player. 
Fate brought to it the Penian anny 
With their knighu in their train; 
��r
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Until the printes PW from the top of the Cortrcss 
Theirsquadrol'l8 shining withstccl, 
The day that they called to the barbarians and al-Yaksiim 
'Curscd bc he who runs awayl' 
'Twas a day of which the story remains, 
But a people of longettablished' dignitycametoan end. 
Persians> replaced the nath'e born, 
The days wcre dark1 and mysterious. 
Aftcr noblc sons of Tubba', 
Persian gcnerall wcre firmlysculed thcre (st). 

IT. Whcn Wahril had conquc:red the Yaman and driven out the Abyssi- T. 'H9 
nians hewroteto Cholroettclling himoCwhathadbccndoneand scnding 
him captured treasure. In his replythe kingtoldhimto appoint Sayfking 
ofthe Yaman. He also ga\'e Sayfilalructions to collect taxes c\'cry year 
and 10 remit them 10 him. He lummont:d Wahriz to his presence and Sayf 
became king, he being the lIOn of Ohii Yuan of the Kings of the Yaman. 
This is what Ibn 1:lumayd told me from Salama on the authority of Ibn 
Isi:liq.)' 

(When Wahriz had gone to Chonoes and made Sayfking of the Yaman, T. 951 
the latter bepn to attack the Abyuinians, killing them and slaying the 
women with child until he exterminated all but an insignificant number of 
miJerable creatul'Cl whom he employed as .laH�S and mnners to go before 
himwith thc:irlaneCli. neforc very long he was out with these armed slave5 
whc:n.uddenly they .urrounded him and .tabbcd him to death. One of 
them established himsc:1f as leader and they went through the Yamallilay
ing andlayingwaste thc:country. When the Pcnian king heard oCthis he 
scntWahrizwithi,ooo Pcrsianaand orderc:d himto kill e\'eryAbyssinian 
or child of an Aby.sinian and an Anb woman, grc:at orsmall, and not lea\'e 
alive a.ingle man with crisp curly hair. Wahrizarri\'ed and in duccourse 
carricd out thesc: instmctionsand wrote to Icll Ihe king that he had done 
so. The king then ga\'C�him viceregal authorityand he ruled under ChO$-
roes until his death.) 

' R�adina: l/_rO'C:li ....... 
• FIIYi.Ih< �odln, of C' ('K.inu W.'I/"Y�) u .Penion .. ordro • •  cr<>"·d <>rmen. IX. 

haI .ayj 
• A varionl i. 1Io��. ',onc:Mroua' 
• Intl,ia c"'pl<rT.'I""nion ilmuch "",re ,·i'·W.nd d�tail"dond .. od.m"chmo..,likc 

the lively otyl. of Ibn hblq. No doubl lbn lli.h1m cu. do,,"n .hi. to him unimportan. 
dtaplO.u m""h •• he couL.! 
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'No woman has ever seen, as she saw, the truth like the truth ofal-Ohi'bi 
when he prophesied." The Arabs called him al-Ohi'hi bccaUM: he was the 
son of Rabi'a b. Mas'ud b. 1tUzin b. Ohi'b (S7). 

THE DESCENDANTS OF NIZAR B. MA'ADD 

Nizllr b. Ma'add begat three 8Ons: MUQar, Rabr'a, and Anmllr (s8). 
Anmllr was the father of Khath'am and Hajila. Jarir b. 'Abdullah al

Bajali who was chief of the Bajila (of whom someQne said: 'But for Jarlr, 
Bajilawould have perished. A fine man and a poor tribe') said when he 
was appealing against al-Futi�a al-Kalbi to al-Aqra' h. I::Ubis al-Tamimi 
h. 'lqlll h. MujAshi' h. Dlirim b. Mlilik b.l;lanr-ala b. Mlilik h. Zayd Manllt: 

o Aqra' b. l;llihis, o Aqra', 
If thy brother iS O\'erthrown thou wilt be overthrown. 
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THE STORY OF 'AMR B. LUHAYY AND AN ACCOUNT OF 
TilE IDOLS OF THE ARABS 
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another religion for that of Abraham and Ishmael. They worshipped idols 
and adopted the aame errors as the peoples befort them. Yet they retained 
and held fast practiccsgoing back to the time of Abraham, such u honour. 

sa ing the temple and going round it, the ��t and lit.de pilgrimage. �d t.he 
,tanding on 'Arafa and MUlldalifa, sacnficmg the ''lctirm, and the pLlgnm 
cry at the great and little pilgrimage, while introducing elemenl8 which 
had no place in the religion of Abraham. Thul, Kinll.naand Ouraysh used 

�0�I�o�7�,:�?t:e
b�!�e

O��t�t�uS::������:7�� 
and what he OWN.' They UlCd to acknowledge his unity in their cry and 
then inc1ude Iheir idols with God, putting the ownership of them in His 
hand. God laid 10 Muhammad:L 'Most of them do not believe in God 
without aMOciating othcra with Him,' i.e. thcy do not acknowledge l\1y 
onenCSl with knowledge of My reality, but they associate with Me one of 
My creatures.' 

The people of Noah had images to which they were devoted. God told 
His apostle about them when He aaid: 'And they laid, "Forsake not your 
g<xa; fonake not Wudd and Suwi' and Yaghuth and Ya'uq and Nur." 
And they had led many utnlY." 

Among lbote who had chosen those idols and used their names as com· 
pounds' when they forsook the religion of Ishmael-both bhmaelitcs and 
others-was Hudhayl b. Mudrika b. Uyls b. MuQar. They adoptcd Suwi' 
and they had him in Ruhll.f;' and Kalb b. Wabra ofOuQlI.'a who adopted 
Wudd in Dumatu'I·Jandal. 

"Ka·bb. MlI.lik al·Anairi aaid: 

We forsook al·Llt and al·'Unl and Wudd. 
We stripped off their necklaces and earrings (64). 

An'urn of Tayyi' and the people of Jurash of l\1ad�ij adopted Yaghuth 
in Jurash.6 (65). 

Khaywll.n,1 a clan of Hamdin, adopted Ya'uq in the land of Hamdlin in 
the Yaman (66). 

DIrO.'I.Kali' off;limyuadopted Nasrinthe f;limyarcountry. 
53 Khaulin had an idol called 'Ammanasl in the Khaullin country. Accord· 

• Whilc!he .. holeoftlli.oect;on;.worthcomparin ... ;thl..l.K.lbl·.K.,u.A,J06 .... thi. 
pa ... p iI important for tho light it thro ... on U,' . ..... I'«I. Whe"' l>e .. rit .. "....·M ..... R 
I.K • ..,.. ·I ..... tOId b, myf.tho.ondothen'. It-.node .. tlt&t 1.1. h&o borrowed from 
I.K.·o.lItomento. Where I.K .... rita ·tbei.ao<!s· 1.1 . .. yo ·t!>eir ;dolo·. &nd bio  ........... 
tmdo to  fotlowthat ofu..Oumn. 

• SIln 71. �3 . 
• Apt.cenur Y.nbu'. • Junolt "' proVlnce ,n theY.man 

ou: ��!"",!':, :;'':y
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I C . 'AmmiaMo. ·Amm is . di...u.. ......., m<:t .. i th oil  overArobiot. C.Ryckmano.LM 
� .., .... �li�. Louvain, ·9JI, P. 4J, ... rita: ·Le dint lunaitoo q.t&b.nl'" 
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ing to their own account they used to divide their crops and cattle be tween 
it and Allah. If any of Allah'. portion which they had earmarked for him 
came into 'Ammanu'l portion they left it to him; but if any of 'AmmanU'I 
ponion was in Allah'. ponion they returned it to him. They are I dan of 
Khaul�n called al-Adim. Some say that it was concerning them that God 
reveJ1M! 'They auign to Allah of the and cattle he hu created a 
portion; and they say this is AUah's-1n ttleir atlenlon-and this ia for 
our partnen. Thus what is for their panners doel not reach A1lah and 
what is for Allah goes to their partnen-Evil is their judgmentl (61)' 

The n. Milkanb. Kiniina b. Khuzayma b. i\fudrikab. IlyAs b.Mu4ar had 
anima� called Sa'd,a loftyrock ina dC:lCrtplainintheir counlry.· They 
hal·e . IIory that one of their tribesmen took some of his Slockcamt.b to 
the rock to stand by itsouto acquireil. virtue.1 Whenthecameb,which 
were grazing-camels that wefe not ridden, iaw the rock and smelt4he blood 
which had bcen shed on it they .hied from it and fled in all directiolU. Thia 
so angered the Milkanite that he seized a ltone and threw it at the idol 
saying, 'God curae you. You have scared away my camelsl' He went in 

:
a
;:

h of them, and when he had collected them together once more he 

We came to Sa'd to improl'e our (onunell 
But Sa'd diuipated them.' We have nothing to do with Sa'd. 
Sa'd is nothing but a rock on a bare height. 
It cannot put one right ortcnd one wrong. 

Daus had an idol belonging to 'Arnr b. l;lumama al-Dausi (68). 
Quraysh had an idol by a well in the middle of the Ka'ba called Hubal 

(69). And they adopted Idf(or Aslf) and Nl'ilabythe placc ofZamzam, 
ucrificing beside them. They were a man and a woman of Jurhum-Iuf 

�a��g��d:
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;!:xual relations in the 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bake h. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. l;lazm on the authority 
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of 'Amra d. 'Abdu'I-Ral;lm�n b. Sa'd b. Zurara that she said, 'I heard 
'A'isha say, "We always heard Ihat Isaf and Na'ila were a man and a 

:�:�.o
o!t��:�� ;�o 

G�u:��: :;�� ���: � t�::r:�fonned them 

AbQTalibsaid: 

���:�: :�: ���::�o��!e;:a�:: ����., 
Every household had an idol in their house which they used to worship. 

Wh� a man was about to set out on a journey he would rub himself 
against it as he was about to ride off: indeed that was the last thing heusc:d 
to do before his journey; and when he returned from his journey the fint 
thing he did was to rub himself against it before he went in to his family. 
When God sent Muhammad with the message of monotheism Qura)'8h 
said: 'Would he make the gD<b into one God? That is indeed a strange 
proceeding!' 

Now along with the Ka'ba the Arabs had adopted Tawlighit, which were 
temples which they venerated as they venerated the Ka'ba. They had their 
guardians and oveneen and they usc:d to makt offerings to them as they 

5S did to the Ka'ba and to circumambulate them and sacrifice at them. Yet 
they recognized the superiority of the Ka'babecause it was the temple and 
mosque of Abraham the friend (of God). 

Quraysh and the B. Kinana had al-'Uzz.a in Nakhla, its guardians and 
oveneers were the B. SbayMn of Sulaym, allies of the B. HlIshim (70). 

An Arab poet said 

Their practice when they sacrificed was to divide the victim among the 
wonhippen present. Ghabghab was the slaughter-place where the blood 
was poured out (71). 

[Aze. i. 74: 'Amr b. Lu'ayy put al-'Uzd in Nakhla, and when they had 
finished thdr�ajjandthe circumambulation ofthe Ka'ba theycontinued 
10 be under taboo until they came to al-'Uzz.a and had gone round it; there 
they abandoned the pilgrim taboo and stayed a day beside it. lt belonged 
to Khud'a. All Quraysh and B. Kinana used to venerate al-'Una along 
with Khuza'a, and all Muqar. Her siidim who used to guard (�ajab) her 
were B. ShaybiJl of B. Sulaym, allies of B. Hhhim. Cf. I.H. 839.] 

AI-Ut belonged to Thaqif in Ta'if, her overseers and guardians being 
B. Mu'attib· of Thaqif. 

Manit was worshipped by al-Aua Ind al-Khazraj and auch of the people : � in which mi. Un. o«u .. is to be f��_��.��! ��: B. '!tlb b. Mllik 
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of y.thrib as followed their reiigion by the tea-shore in the direction of 
al-Mushallal in Qudayd (H).' 

(Au. i. 73. 'Amr b. Lu'ayy tet up Manat on the tea-shore near Qudayd. 
Atd and Ghassan went on pilgrimage to it and revered it. When they had 
made the compass of the Ka'ba and hastened from 'Arafat and completed 
the rites at Minll. Ihey did not sha\'e their hair until they g.ll to Manll t, to 
whom they would cry Labbayki. Those who did so did not go round 
between al-$afl and al-Marwato the place of the twO idols Nahik Mujll.wid 
al-Ril) and Mu\,im al-Tayr. This clan of the Anpr used 10 begin the certmony by hailing Manit, and when they went on the grcat or little 
pilgrimage they would not go under the shelter ofa roof until they had 
compleled it. Whcn a man was under taboo as a pilgrim ( ... �, ... ma) he \\-1)uld 
not enter his house; ifhe needed something init he would climb the wall 
behind his house so that the door should not co\"er his head. When God 
brought lslam and destroyed the doings of paganism He sent down oon
ceming that: 'Piety doctnot oonsisl in entering )'our houses from the re ar 
but in fearing God' (2. 18S). i\'lanat belonged to al-Aus and al-Khu.raj 
and Ghasdn of al_A:uI and luch of the population of Yathrib and Syria 
who followed their reiigion. M.nat Wa!l on the sea-shore in the neighbour
hood of ai-Mush alia I in Quda)·d.] 

DII1.i"I-Khalalfa belonged to Daus, Khalh'am, and Bajilaand the Arab. in S6 
their area in TaMla (73).' [Azr. i. 73: 'Amr b. Lu'ayy set up al-Khalalfa in 
the lower part of Mecca. They used to PUI neeklaceson it, and bring giru 
of barley and wheat. They poured mi lk on it, aacrificed 10 it, .nd hung 
ostrich eggs on it. 'Amr let up an image on al-$afll called Nahik l\1ujlwid 
al-Ril;l, and one on al·Marwa called Mut'im al-Tayr.] Fals belonged to Tayyi'and those hard by in the two mountains of 
T.yyi', Salm.1iand Aja'(?4) 

l;Iimyar and the Yam.nites had a temple in �an'a' called Ri'/im (75). 
RuQlI.' was a temple or B. Rabl'a b, Ka'b h. Sa'd b. Zayd Manit b. �:�::� �I���%t:�

d
h

:
ir b. Rabi'a b. Ka'b b. Sa'd when he destroyed it in 

I smuhed RUQa' so completcJy that 
I left it a black ruin i n a  hollow (76). 

Dhu'I-Ka'ab3t belonged to Bakr and T.ghlib the two sons of WlI.'il and 57 
Iyld in Sindad.) Ofit A·»ha ofB. Qays b. 'J'ha'iaba said 

Between al-Khawarnaq4 and al-Sadfr and Bariq 
And the tcmple Dhu'l-Ka'aMtl of Sind�d (77). 

' Qud.)"d;'on 'M R� Sn. bc...-OftI Y&tlbu' and 1Ub;,h on the pil Krim rou'� from 
M�,na to MKn. ODd Muthallal ill moun"'n ", ... Iooki ... it 

· Aboo .. ..... cnn" h .. ' jou.mey fromI\lKQ 
• Thc lower diotllC'"r''''' .... id01 Kuf.north "fNojrin 
• A f ......... poIacc w .... h oJ.Nu·""" "fI;fi", i . ..  od '" h  .... buitt for Slpu. 
' Or ',hc fou.-oquono ,empic'. 
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THE BAI.lfRA, SA'IBA, WA�fLA, AND I;IAMf 

' S""' S·IO. 
· Sil<&6.IH·S 

' $  ..... 6. 140 • So ... ,0.60. 
' c..rryina- onrrom p.soof W:.tut. 
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Kin�na had four IOns: al-Na�r, MiUik, 'Abdu Manat, and MilUn 

Na�r'.motherwas Barra d_ Murrb_ Udtl b_ T�bikha b. al-Ya's b. Mu�ar; 
the other IOnI were by another woman (8J). 

It is said that Ourayah got their name from their gathering together after 6. 
they had been separated, for gathering together may be exprtsaed by 
taqarfllJh.' 

Al-NaQr b. Kinlna had two sons, M� lik and Yakhlud. hUlik', mother 
was 'Atika d. 'Adwln b. 'Amr b. OaY' b. 'Aylm, but I do not know whether 
she was Yakhlud', motheror not (B4). M!lik b. al-Nac;lr btg2t Fih! b. J\Ulik, his mother being Jandala d. 
al-l;Iarith b. MUQiQ al-Jurhumi (8S). (T. There was war between Fihr T. I I02 
and l;Iass�n b. 'Abdu Kalil b. Mathub Dhii l;Iurath al-I-.limyart who had 
come from the Yaman with the tribesmen meaning to take back to Yaman 
the stonea of the J(a'b a lO  as to di\'ert the pilgrimage to the Yaman. He 
got as far u Nakhla, raided c:attle, and closcd the roads, buthe was afraid 
to enter Mecca. When Ouraysh, Kinlna, Khuzayma, Asad, and Judhim 
and other unknown elements of MUQu perceived this they marched against 
them under the leaden.hip of Fihr b. Milik. A sharp engagement followed 
in which l;Iimyar were defeated md l;Iassln wu taken prisoner by Fihr', 
lIOn al-l;llrith. Among those killed in battle was his grandson Oars b. 
Ghalib b. Fihr. l;lassln remaim:da prisoner for twoyeaniuntil hepaidhis 
ransom. He was then released and died on the way to the Yaman.) 

Fihr begat four IOns: GMlib, Mu�lrib, al-l:Urith� and Asad, their 
mother being Laylld. Sa'd b. Hudhaylb. Mudrika(86). 

Ghllib b. Fibr had two sons, Lu'ayy and Taym, their mother being 6a 
Salma d. 'Amr al-Khu:d'i. Taym were called the Banu'I-Adram (87). 

Lu'ayy b. GMlib had four sons: Ka'b, 'Amir, S�ma, and 'Auf; the 
mother of the first three "'as Miiwiya d. Ka'b h. al-Oayn b. Jasr of Ou<;ll'a (88). 

THE STORY OF SAMA 

Sama b. Lu'ayy went forth to 'Umiin and remained there. It is said that 
'Amir b. Lu'ayy drove him out because there was a quarrel between them 
and Sima knocked out 'Amir's eye. In fear of 'Amir he went to 'Uman. 
The story goes that while Sima was riding on his she-camel she lowered 
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Tether your camel by me, 0 Ibn Lu'ayy. 
Your tribe has left you and you have no home.' 
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Nurra b. ·Aufb. Sa'd b. Dhubyin b. Baghl<,l. b. Rayth b. Ghala�n. If this 
genealogy is mentioned to them they themselves Py, 'We do not deny or 
c:ontest it; it is our most prittdgenealogy.' 

Al-l:U.rith b. :(:a1im b. Jadhima b. Yarbii'-one of B. Murra b. 'Auf-
when he fled from aI-Nu'm1n b. al-Mundhir and c1a\'e to QUl'lysh said: 

Mytribeianot Tha'laba b. Sa'd 
Nor Fazll'l the long-haired. 
My tribe if you must uk is the Banii Lu'.yy. 
In Me<:ca they taught MUQar to fight. 
Wewerefoolishin followingtheBanii B.ghic.l 
And leaving our next-of-kin and family. 
'Twuthe folly ofthe water-secker who, hi. fill drunk, 
Throwl.way thewater andgocs after a mil'lge. 
'Od', life if I had my way I ,hould be with them 
And not be found secking pasture from place to pbce. 
Rawiil:ta the QUl'llyshite mounted me on his camel 
And sought no reward for it (90). 

AI-i;lUf3.yn b. al-�Iumim aI-MurTi, one of B. Sahm b. Murra, said. 6, 
rduting al-l;Iilirith b. ?:lllim and c1aiming to belong to Ghatafan: 

Lo, you .renotofus and we have nought to do with you. 
We repudiate relationship with Lu'ayy b. Ghililib. 
We dwell on the proud heights of al-i;lijh while you 
Areinthe verdant' plain between thetwo rnountains, 

meaning Quraysh. Afterwards al-l:Iupyn repented of what he had laid 
and recognized the truth of the word. of al-l;Iilirith b. Ziilim. He c1aimed 
tobeiongto Quraysh and. accusing himselfof falsehood, he pid: 

I repent of what I Illid before: 
I realize that it was the speech ofa liar. 
Would that my tongue were in two, 
Halfofit dumb and the other half singing your praise.2 
Our father a KinlnI, in Mecca. is his grave, 
In the verdant' plain of al-Ball:tll.' between the mountains. 
'Ve own a fourth of the sanctuary III an inheritance 
And a fourth of the plains by the house of Ibn l;liilib, 

meaning that the B. Lu'ayy were four: Ka'b, 'Amir, Silima, and 'Auf. 
A person whom I cannot suspect told me that 'Umar b. al-KhsUJb uid 

to menofB. Murra: 'If you wish to retum to your kindred doso.'J 
The tribe were nobles among Ghatafln; they were their chiefs and 

' O. '..,."Hted·. ' u,.·jn thoOOUl'Mof,helca .. • 
• The impon&n« of ,hc lft'H-1oti<:a1 cabks i. bound upwi.b <be amuolofpoyond 

peruoiofto. h ..... 'Umar ... ho on:!cmol .boo. rqQu ... bould bc compiled.. SecSp ..... P. 
o.u z.-... tI.M�,ll'.cuff. 
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leaden. Of them were Harim b. Sinm b. Abu l:Uritha b. Mum b. Nuth
ba; Khlrijab. Sinin b.AbU J:llritha; a1-J:llrith b. ·Auf; al-I�U4ayn b.al
J:lumlm; and Hishim b. J:larmala of whom aomeone has said: 

Hhhim b. J:lal1rulla revived his father' 
On the day of al-Habl'lt artd the day ofal-Ya'nu41 
You could see the kinp tlain beaide him 
As he slew the guilty and the innocent (91).3 

They were a people of a lively reputation among Ghalamn and aays, ��������������. their relationship with them. Among them the practice 

66 Acoording to reporu BlUl is the name given to eight months of the year 
which the Arabs unreservedly regard as sacred. During thoee months they 
may go wherever they like without fear of violence. Zuhayr b. Abu Sulm.l 
aaid with refen:ntt toB. Mum(92): 

Think! lfthey are not in al-Marurat in thcir dwellings 
Then they .... ill be in Nakhl,' 
A place where I have enjoyed their fellowship. 
Hthey are in neither then they will be at large during the BlUl. 

He mean. that they will bc travelling during the holy period. 
al-A'Bhli ofB.aa)'ll b. Tha'lahauid:6 

h your woman gucst to bc taboo to us 
While our woman guest and her husband are open to you? 

6'] Ka'b b. Lu'ayy had three aons: Mum, 'Adiy, and H�n, their mother 
being WatLsh1ya d. Shaybm b. Mui;lArib b. Fihr h. Ma lik b. Nac;lr. 

MUlTI b. Ka'b had three aons: Killib, Taym, and Yaqa�. Kilab's 
mother was Hind d. Surayr b. Tha'iaba b. al-J:l1rith b. Fihr b. MMik b. 
al-Nac;lr b. Kinma b. Khuzayma; Yaq�·. mother was al-Blriqly., a 
.... ,oman of Bariq of the Asd of Yaman. Some uy she was the mother of 
Taym; others say Taym', mother was Hind d. Surayr the mother of 
Kililb (93)· 

Kili1b b. Murra had two sons: Qu�ayy and Zuhra, their mother being 
Fl\ima d. Sa'd b. Sayal one of n. Jadara of Ju'lhuma of al-Azd Qf Yaman 
alhes of B. Dilb. Bakrb. 'Abdu Manlit b. Kinlna(9i). 

68 OfSa'db. Sayal thepoctBly.: 

Never among men whom we !mow have we seen 
A manlike Sa'd b. Sayal. 

, It .. bn>ugh,him to lif  .. ..  i' _n by .. kin. NVmeton hit obrc .... 
• Twofamouo bo.ttla. • i.e. h e _ not  olnid ofincu ....... . blood r ...... 
· 1 "" .... �thec""p ••• hnd"'.·T40&ul' beoo ... i'i . . .... rel"'rqnphinurpO-

IoIN in'hcrer-loaY whichhao nohoe.d. .... tO indiaouwh<re ' . .. ...... med. 
' Eith . . .  p loc& ;" Nejd,b<�to Chotofin,or . plocc twO nia:h .. · joumqrrorn 

MNina. S ....... � DMfoo ZoJuJyr, Co.i"','�, ,eo 
· N, C�·' P'"l.!. ''' 
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Weapon in either hand lull 01 vigour he rode 
Dilmounting to fight the dismounted on footj 
Charging he carried the enemy'. horsemen with him 
A.the swooping hawk ClIrries the partridge in itl claws (95). 

QUfaYY b. KiUb had (our IOnl and two daughters: 'Abdu Manlf, 
'Abdu'l-Dar, 'Abdu'I-'Uuil, and 'Abdu Qu,ayy; and Takhmur and Barra. 
Their mother was l;Iubb.1i d. l;lulayl b. l;labashiya b. SalUl b. Ka'b b. 
'Amral-Khuzl'T(9f!) 

'Abdu ManAi whose name was al-Mughlra b. Qu,ayy had four so� 
HAshim, 'Abdu Shams, aI-Multalib, their mother being 'i\tika d. Murra h. 
Hilil b. F:ll.ij b. Dhalr.win b. Tha'iaba b. Buhtha b. Sulaym b. Man,iir b. 
'Ikrima; and Naufal, whose mother was Wlqida d. 'Amr aI-Mhiniya, i.e. 
Mhin b. M,",iir b. 'Ikrima(97)· 

THE DIGGING Of THE WELL ZAMZAM 

While 'Abdu'l-Munalib was sleeping in the sacred enclosure he had a 
vision in which he was ordered to dig Zarnzam which is a depression 
between thetwoidolsofQuraysh, Idfand Nli'ila, atthe slaughter-place of 
Quraysh. Jurhum had filled it in at the time they left Mecca. It is the 
well 01 Ishmael the .on of Abraham where God gave him water when he 
WI.! thinty I.! a little chil d. His mother went to &eek water for him and 
could not find it, so she went up to aI-$all pnying to God and imploring 
aid (or Ishmael; then she went to al-Marwa and did the same. God sent 
Gabriel, who hollowed out a place in the earth with his heel where water 
appeared. His mother heard the cries of wild beasu which terrified her on 
his account, and she eame  hurrying towardl him and found him Knbbling 
:�

e 
h�!a;:��:

I
:h�

o
��:ef beneath his eheek the while he dnnk., and she 

lVII-HUM AND THE fiLLING IN OF THE WELL ZAMZAM 

The Slory of Jurhum, of their filling in Zamzam, of their leaving Mccca, 
and of those who ruled Mecca after them until 'Abdu'I-Munalib dug Zam
urn, according to what Ziyld b. 'Abdullah aI-BakkA'I told me on the 
authority of Muhammed b. Is�lq aI-Munalibi, is that when Ishmael the 
son of Abraham died, his .on Nibit was in chll'ge of the temple as long as 
God willed, then it was in eharge of MUQaQ b. 'Amr.I'Jurhuml(9B). The 
SODS ofbhmael and the IOnl of Nibit were with their grandfather MuQ.iQ 
b. 'Amr and their maternal uncles of Jurhum-Jurhum and Qa!uri' who 
were cousins being at tbat time the people of Mel:ca. They had come fonh 
from the Yaman and tnveUed together and MUQ.5Q was over Jurhum and 

f Thenarnti ... 'coatiftuedODp.9f 
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Samayda', oneoftheirmcn, over Oat\iri.', When they left the Yaman, they 
n:fused togo unltsl Ihey had a king 10 order Iheir alfairs, When they came 

7� to Mecca they uw a lown blessed with water and tretS and, delighted with 
it, they settled then:. l\.1U(.I�q. b. 'Amr wilh Ihe men of Jurhum settled in 
the upper pan of Mecca in Ou'ayqi'�n and went no farther. Samayda' 
with Qa\ud' settled in the lower pan of l\"iceca in Ajyad the lower part of 
Mecca, and went no farther. Muq.iq. used to take a tithe from Ihose who 
entered Mecea from above, while Samayda' did the !lame to lbote who 
entered from below. Each·kept 10 his own people, neither entering the 
other's territof}'. 

Thenjurhum and Qatiiti' quarrelled and contended forthe lupremacy 
in Mecca; at that time Mul,lal,l had wilh him Ihe IOns of Ishmael and Nibil, 
and he had the oversight of the temple as against Samayda'. Theywentout 
to fight each other, MU()�I,I from Qu'ayqi'�n with his horsemen making for 
Samayda' equipped with spears, leather ahitlds, swords and quivers, 
rattling as they charged. It is said thatOu'a)'qi'in was so named for that 
reason. Samayda' went out from Ajyid with horse and foot, and it is &aid 
Ajy�d got itl name from the fine horses (ji)"Qd) that formed Samayda', 
cavalry.' The two pani" mel in Fiq.i�, and after a severe batde Samayda' 
was killed and Qaliir:1' humiliated. It is said that the name Bq.i� was given 
for this reason. Then the prople elamoured for peace and went on untiJ 
theyreached al.Mal�bikh, a ravine abo\"e Mecca ; lhere theymade pcace 
and surrendered authority to Mu4iq.. When he was in power and held 
sovereignty he Ilaughtered beasts for the people and gave them u food. 
The people cooked and ate, and that is why the place is called Maliibikh. 
Somelcamed people alirge lhal thenamc was gi\"en because Tubba' had 
slaughlered lhen:andgh'enthelood a\nyand it was his basc. Thediapute 
between Muq.iiq. and Samayda' was the first open "'rong committed in 
Meeca, at least so lOme allege. 

Then God multiplied the olfspringof Ishmael in Mecca and their uneles 
from Jurhum were ruleD of the temple and judges in 1\1ecca. The IOns of 
hhmael didnot dilpute theiramhoritybecause oftheirtielofkindredand 
their respecl for the sanctuary lest there lhould be quarrelling or fighting 
then:in. When Mecca became too confined for the sons of Ishm�e\ they 
srread abroad in the land, and whene\'cr they had to fight a people, God 
ga\"e them the victory through their religion and they subdued them. 

73 TIIETRIRES OF KINANA AND ":HU7.A'AGET POSSESSION 
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tribe they tTeated badly and they appropriated giftl which had been made 
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10 the Ka'ba 10 that their authority weakened. When B. Bah b. 'Abdu 
ManIt b. Kin:;n. and GhubshJn of Khud'a perceived that, they came 

together to do bmle and drive them OUt of Mecca. WIT was declared and 
in the fighting B. Bakrand GhubshJn gotthe upper handand expeUed 
them from Mecca. Now in the time of paganilm Mecca did not tolerate 
injustiee and wrong within iu borden and if anyone did wrong therein i t 
expelled himj thcrefore itwu called 'the &:orcher',' and any ung who 
came to profane its sanctity died on the spot. It i. said that it was called 
Bakkabecause itusedto break'the neckBof tyranu whenthey introduted 
innovations therein (99). 

'Amr b. al-J:l:;rith b. Mu(;114 al-JurhamT brought OUt the two guellea of 
the Ka'ba and the romer-Ilone and buried them in the well Zamum, 
going Iway with the men of Jurhum 10 Ihe Yaman. They were bitterly 
grieved at loaing the kingship ofMeca., and the above-named 'Amr said: 

Many a woman crying bitterly, 
Her eyealwollen with wceping, said 
'Ti.u though belwcen al-J:lajiinl and al-$afi there was 
No friend and none to beguile the night'l long houn,in Mecca. 
I lIid 10 her, while my heart wilhiA me palpitated 
At though a bird fluttered bclwcen my ribs: 
'Ofa lurety we wereiu people, 
And grievous misfortunea have broughl UI 10 noughl; 
We were Ihe lords of the temple after N�bil, 
We used to go round the temple 
Our prosperity plain to see. 
We were in charge of the temple after Nlbit in glory 
And the man of plenty did notrount with us. 

�: ����et�: ::�r ;;�I: ::�.was our rule! 

Didyounotmarrya daughter tothe beatman l know� 
Hi.lOlUare ours, we bcing brothenby marriage.' 
If the world tumed againltus 
The \\1lr1d ever brings painful changea. 
God' drove US out by force; Ihu., 0 men. 
Does destiny pursue its way. 
I tay when the carefree sleep. and I donot .leep. 
'Lord of the Ihrone. let not Suhayland 'Amirperiahl' 
I was forted m look upon facet I do not like: 
The tribes of J:limpr and Yu�:;bir. 
We became a legend after ha\ing been in prosperilY. 
That i. what the passing yean did to us. 

' ol-Nbu. ' FrornIM V  .. b ... ,u .. , h< broh 
' A mountoin obo ... Mecco 
· .t .... "lllt pr .. umobly ... f ... lOlhe divin" }o;in. 
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The tears Aow, weeping for a town 
Wherein is a sureunctuary and the sacred places. 
Weeping for a temple whose dovcs unhanned, 
Dwell safely there, with Hocks of &parrows. 
Wild creatures there sre tame, unharried, 
But leaving its unctualY are hunted freely (100). 

'Amr b. al-JUrith, remembering Oakl and Ghubshlin and the townsmen 
ofMe<:Cl whom tbeyhad left behind there, said also 

Journey forth, 0 men; the time will come 
When one day)'ou will not be able to leave. 
Huten )'OUrbeastsand loosen their reins, 
Before death comes; and do what you must do. 
We were men like you; fate changed us 
And you will be u we once were (101). 

Then Ghubshln of Khu1J'a controlled the temple instead of B. Bakrb. 
'Abd Manal, the man who was control ling it being 'Amr b. al-Blrith ai
Ghublhilni. Ouraysh atthattime were in scaueredsettiements, and tents' 
dispersed among their people, B. Kinma. So Khud'a possessed the temple, 
passing it on from son to IOn until the last of them, l;iulayl b. l;Iabashiya b. 
Salii.1 b. Ka'b b. 'Amr a[·Khuu'i (102). 

THE MARRIAGE OF QUI1AYY B. KIL.\B WITH l;IUBB.\ 

OutaYY b. Kill\b asked I�ulayl b. l;lubshi)·a for his daughter l;IubM. Bulayl 
agreed and gave her to him and she bare him 'Abd al.Dlc, 'Abd ManM, 
Abdu'[·'Uul, and 'Abd. By the lime that the children of Ou}ayy had 
spread abroad and increased in wealth and reputation l:Iulayldicd. Now 
Oupyythought that he hada beuer c1aimlhan KhuzJ'a and B. Bakrto 
control the Ka'ba and Mecca, and that Oura)'Sh were the noblest off· 
• .,ring of Ishmael b. Abraham and the purest descendants of his sons. 
He spokc to Ouraysh and n. K.inlina asking them lo dri\"e out Khuzj'a 
and B. Bakrfrom Mecca and they agreed to do so. 

Now Rabi'a b. l:iarim of 'Udhra b. Sa'd b. Zard had come to Mecca 
after the death of Kilab and had married FI\ima d. Sa'd b. Sayal. (Zuhra 
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at that time was a grown man and stayed behind, while Qu�ayY had just 
beenweantd.) RabI'a tookFllima away tohislandandahecarriedQufayY 

::'a�;a::e'':a'::�:���v:n:�\\�el�Ot::::I). When QufayY �ached 

Thus it was that when his people asked him to join them in the war he 
wrote to his brother RizlQ, who shared the same mother, asking him to 
come and suppon him. The�upon Rizil) set out accompanied by his half
brothen i:lunn, MaQmlid, and Julhuma, all sons of Rabi'a but not by 
Fllima, together with a number ofQu<;l.fa among the Arab pilgrims, having 76 
agreed tosuppon Qu�ayy. 

Khud'a ailege that l:lul.ayl b. l;fubshiya had enjointd this on Qufayy 
when he IIIW how hi. daughter'. children had multiplied. Slying: 'You 
have a better right to the Ka'ba and to rule in Ma:ca than Khud'a', lO that 
thiswasthe reasonwhyQu,ayyacted u he did. But this is aatory which 
we hl\'e not heard from any other source, and only God knowl the truth. (1'. When the people b2.d assembltd in Mecc:a and gone to the WUlII/{i!, 
completed the �ajjandoomedowntol\'linil, Qufayyassembledhis possea
aions and his followers from hi' own tribe of Quraysh, the B. Kinina, and 
such of the Qu4il'a as we� with him, there only remained the ceremony of dUmi.ul.)' 

AL-GHAUTH'S AUTHORITY OVER MEN ON PILCRIMACB 

A1-Ghauth b. Murrb. Uddb. al-Ya's b. Mu<;laruscd togi\·epennisaion' 
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give him to the Ka'baua slavc to serve it and to look after it. In courseof 
time ahe gave binh to al-Ghauth and he used to look after the Ka'ba in 
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carried onthe pl1lcticeuntil theywe�cut off. 
' T. ·09'· I·-·'· The na"".iy._on with thowordo: '$CIf • ...w to�nd .h.p«>ple 
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Murtb. Udd, rcfcrring tothc fulfilmtnt ofthe mothcr's ollh,said' 

z ��� ::;��=;:�h:n:X��t:r SOilS 
So bleu me fot the vow fulfillcd, 
And makc him thc bcst of creatures to my crcdit 

Al-Ghauth, sothey allcgc, uscd to say whcll hc sent the peoplcaway: 

o God I am followillg the ClI:aInple ofothcrs. 
lfthat is wrong the fault is Qu(,U'a's. 

YaQy4 b. 'Abbld b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his fathcr 'Abb4d said: 
$Ufa used to selld the people away from 'Arafa and give thcm permiasion 
to depan whcn they left Min�. Whcn the day of dcpanure arrh'cd they 
uaed to comc to throw pebblcs, and a man of $ufa used to throw for the 
men, none throwing until he had thrown. Those who had urgent busincas 

77 used to come alld aayto him: 'Get up and throw so that we may throw with 
you: and he would aay, 'No, by God, not until the sun goes down'; and 
those who wanted to lean: quickly used 10 throw stOIlCS at him 10 hurry him, saying, 'Confound you, get up and throw: But he refu.ed until Ihe :�nn:e:�

t
�o���d then he would gct up and throw while the men threw 

Whcnthcy hadfinished thcsloningandwantcd tolcavc Min4,$ufahcld 
both sidcsofthc hill and kept Ihemen back. They said: 'Givc the otdcr to 
dcpan, $ufa: Noone left until they had gone fil'lll. Whcn $ilfa lcftand 
had passed on, men wcre left to go thcir own way and followed thcm. This 
was the practict until they were cutoff. After them the next of kin in
herited. They wcre of B. Sa'd ill thc family of $afwin b. al-l;Ilrith b. 
Shijna(loJ). Itwaa $afwanwhogavc permiasiontothe pilgrimstodcpart 
from 'Arafa, and this right was maintained by thcm up to Islam, the last 
beillg Karib b. $afwin 

Aus b. Tamim b. l\hghra' al-Sa'dt aaid: 

Thc pjlgriml do not quit thcir halting-place at 'Arafa 
Umil it is said, 'Givc permiasion 0 family of $afwin: 

l;Iunhii.n b. 'Amr the 'Adw�nite who was called Dhti'l-l�ba' because he 
had a linger miSiing said 

Bring an excuse for thc tribe of 'Adwiln.' 
Thcy wcre the serptntl of the earth.' 
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Some acted unlawfully against others 
And lOme spared not others. 
SOmeofthem ..... ere prinees 
Who faithfully met their obligations. 
Some used to gi"e men the paninglignal 
By custom and divine command 
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Since the permission to depart from Mu:tdalifa WM with 'Adwlin, as 78 
Ziyld b. 'Abdullah al-Bakkl'j told me on the authority of Muhammad b. 
1�lq, they used to pass it on from father to IOn until the last of them when �� came, Abii Sayyan 'Umayla b. al-A'ul, about whom a certain poet 
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Until he made hil ass pass through safely A! he faccd Mecca praying to its Guardian. 
Abii Sayyira used to send away the people while sitting upon a she ass of 
his; that is why he says 'making his ass pau safely'.' 

'A M I R  B. :j:ARIB B. 'AMR B.'lyA-OIi B. YASHKUR B. 'ADWAN 

His words 'a judge woo gave «ecisions' refers to the above-named. The 
Arshlused to refer every serious and difficult case to him fordceision and 
would accept his verdict. Once it happened that a case in dispute in 
reference to a hermaphrodite was brought to him. They said, 'Are we 10 
treat it .. amanor awoman?'They had never broughl him such a difficult 
matter before, 10 he said, '\Vait awhile unlil I hne looked into the matter , 
for by AUah you hne never brought me a question like this before.' So 
they agreed to wait, and he passed a sleepless night turning the mauer over 
and looking at il from all sides without any result. Now he had a slave-girl 
Sukhayla who used to pa5ture his flock. It was hiA habit to tease her when 
ahe went out in tbe morning by uying Barcastically, 'You're early this 
morning, Sukhayla'; and when she returned at night he would say, 'You're 
late to-night, Sukhayla,' because lhe had gone out late in themoming and 
eomeback late in the e"ening after the OtheT1. Now when this girl saw that 
hccould notlleep and tossed about on hi. bed sheuked what his trouble 
waa. 'Get 

O
ut and leave me alone, for il is none of your bUAincss,' he 

reloned. Howe"er, lhe was 10 peT1istent that he laid to himsc:lfthat it 
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79 hemlaphrodite. Am I to make him a man or a woman l' By God I do not 
know what 10 do and I can ace no wlly out.' She said, 'Good God, merely 
follow the course of the urinlltoryprocess.' 'Be aa late as you pleasc hence
forth, Sukhayla;you ha\·esol\·ed myproblem,'aaidhe. Then in the morn

::�i�t:;;�nt out to the people and gave his decision in the way she had 

1l0W QU!lAYY B. KILAB GAINED POWER I'" MECCA; 

1I0W liE UNITED QURAYSII AND TilE IU:LP WIlICIl 

QU'?A'A GAVE HIM 

In that year $iifa behaved aathey were accustomed. The Arabs had borne 
them patiently since they felt it a duty in the time of Jurhum and Khuz!'a 
when they were in authority. QU$ayy came to them with his tribesmen 
from Qura)'Sh and Kin1nll and Qu�ii'li at al-'Aqaba saying, 'We ha\'c a 
better right to this authority than you.' (To They disputed one with 
another and they tried to kill him.) Severe fighting followed re3ulting in 
the defeat of$iifa, and Qu�ayy assumed lheir authorily. 

Thereupon Khuza'a and B. Bakr withdrew from Qupyy knowing that 

�: :::�:� :���::���e:::�t���S;:��:d�h�ii��e
h;1 �::a�n�v�ea� 

they had withdrawn, Qupyyshowed his hostility and gathered his forces to 
fight them. (To His brother Rizal) b. Rabi'a with hi, men from Quc.lll.'a 
stood wilh him.) Khud'a and B. Bakr came out against him and a severe 
battie tookplace inthe vailcy ofMeccaand both particssuffered heavily. 
Thereupon they agreed to make peace and that one of the Arabs should 
arbitrate between them. They appointed as umpire Ya'mar b. 'Auf b. 
Ka'b b. 'Amir b. Layth b. Halr.r b. 'Abdu Man�t b. Kinana. His verdict 
was that Qupyy had a better claim to the Ka'ba and to rule Mecca than 
Khuza'a and that all blood shed by Qu�ayy was to be can�elled and com_ 

80 penntion disregarded,but Khud'aand B. Bakrmustpaybloodwitforlhe 
men of Quraysh, Kinlina, and QU9il'a whom they had killed and that 
Qupyy should be gi\'en a free hand with the Ka'ba and Mecca. y,'mar b. 
'Auf was immediately called al-Sh,ddfth bca.use he had cancelled the 
claim to bloodwit and remitted it (104)' 

Thus Qu,ayy gained authority over the temple and Mecca and brought 
in his people from their dwellings to Meeca. Hc behned as a king ovcr 
his tribe'nd the people of Mecca, and so they made him king; but he 
had guaranteed to the Arabs their customary rights because he felt 
that it was .  duty upon himself .... hich he had not the right to altcr. Thus 
he confirmed the family of $afwiln and 'Adwiln and theintercalatoTl and 
Murra h. 'Auf in their customary righta which obtained until the coming 
of Islam when God put an end thercby to them all. Qupyy .... as the first of 
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u. K.'bb. Lu'ayy to assume kingship and to be obeyed by hia pcople as 
king. He held the keys of thc tcmple, the right to water the pil�rims from 
thc wcll of Zamum, to feed the pilgrims, to praide at assembhcs, and to 
hand out the wllr banners. In hia hands lay all thc dignitiC!l ofMCl:ca; he 
di\'idcd the town into quarters among hit people and he settled all the 
Ouraysh into their houscs in Meecawhich they held. 

Jlcople assert that the Ouraysh were afraid to cut down the treca of the 
aanctuary in their quarters, but Ou�ayy cut them down with his own hand 
or through his assislants. Ouraysh called him Ihe'uniter' because he had brought them together and they drew a h�ppy omen from his rule. So far 
as Ouraysh whe concerned no woman was given in marriage, no man 
married, no discussion about public affairs was held, and no banner 
of war was entruated to anyone except in his house, where one of his SOIUl 
would hand it ovcr. Whcn a girl reached marria�ablc age she had 10 came 
to hi. house to put on herahifl. The shift was split over hcr hcad in h;' 
hOUIC,then sheputitonand\vas taken awllytoher pcople.' Hia authority 
among the Ouraysh during hitlife.nd .fterhit death was like. religious 
I.w which could not be infringed. He chose for hinuelfthe house of meet
ing and made . door which led to the moeque of the K.'ba; in it the 
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i� ��t����� ;!�i:�I��1� hia father said that he heard al-

SI'ibb. Khabb3b, aUlhorof al-Maqlura, reporting that he heard a man 8, 
telling 'Umar b. al-Khanll.b when he was caliph the-atory of Ou,ayy, how 
he united Ouraysh and cxpelled Khud'a and B. Bakr from l\1Cl:ca, and 
how he gained control of the temple and the affairs of Mecra. Urnar made 
no attempt to gainsay him. (T. Ou,ayy'. authority in !\1Cl:ca, where he 
enjoyed grcatCiteern, remained uncontcsted. He left the pilgrimage un
changed bccauac: he deemed it a religious tllboo. The Suf. continued, 
until thcy were cutoff, in the family of $afwln b . •  I-l:Iarith b. Shijnaby 
right of inheritance. 'Adwan, the Nas'a ofB. l\'1ilik b. Kiniina, and Murra 
b. 'Auf continued as beforc until Islam came and God destroyed all thcte 
officCl.) 

When Ou,ayy'. war waa over his brother Riz�� b. Rabi'. went away to 
hia own land with his countrymen. Concerning hia response to Qu�ayy he 
composed the following poem 

When a messenger came from Qu,ayy 
And said 'Respond to your friend'. request: 
We .prang to his aid lcading our horse., 
Cuting from us the half-hearled and .Iow_mo\,ing. 
Wc rode all night until the dawn 
Hiding ouneh'cs by day lcst we .hould be attaekcd 
Ourllceds were 5wift as grouse hurrying to water 
Dringing our answer to thc call of Qupyy. 

� �p�;·.:;�.����:f�'t;�"':.:!r ':':''':�bc;':�:".=;ing throUllb "hkh 
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We collccted tribesmen from Sirrand the two Ashmadh.' 
From everytribc a dan. 
What a fine forcc of cavalry that night, 
More than a thousand, lwift, llllOOth-paccdl 
When they pas3esi by al-'Asjad 
And took the easy road from Mustanikh 
Andpassed bytheedgeof Wariq�n 
Andpassedby al-'Arj, a tribcencampcdthere, 
l'hey passed by the thombuahes without cropping them,' 
Running hard the livelong night from Marr. 
We brought the colts ncar their mothen :!!:t ��:� :��:! :i��::: ���lle, 

Subducd the men tribe bytribc. 
We smote them there with the edge of the sword 

�v:dt:h
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And Bakr we killtd group by group. 
We drove them from God'i Jand, 
We would not let them poueu a fertile country. 
Wekeptthembound in iron fetten.J 
On every tribc we quenched our vengcance. 

h Tha'iaba b. 'Abdullah b. Dhubyln b. al-l:Urith b. Sa'd Hudhaym aI-
0u4I'I aaid conceming Qupyy'. invitation lllld their responsc: 

Weurgcd on our.lender high-steppirJ8 hones 
Fromthe aandhiIIs, the aandhillsof al-Jinlib 
To the lowlands of Tihlma, and we mel our foc 
In a barrcndepressionofa descrt. 
All for $iila the effeminate, 
They forsook their dwellings in fear of the sword. 
But the BOns of 'AII when they saw us 
Leapcd to their swords like camels that yearn for home. 

QUf/lyyb. Killibsaid: 
I am the BOn of the protecton, the B. Lu'ayy, 
In Mecca is my home where I grew up. 

' t.;' d;'puted .. hetber thae.rcfWO tn'ba ortwo """"",<aim beno"ftn Med;"'and 
Khayber . 

• Thcrndinli. '"""I"tain,·tbeypuMdbywa •• ' .. i ....... ,wtina:il', .. _MSS.pro. 
_.i. improbobk 

' h _moimptobabl. th&lluch.rarco.ndnJ ... bl.� .. l"·ouldbeuoedfor .... h . p  .... 
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Mine i.' the v.lley u Ma'add knows, 
Its Marwa I delight in. 
I should not have conquered had not 
The80ns ofQaydhar andNablt settledt�re 
Rizl� wu my helper and through him 1 am great, 
I fearnoinjU$tice u longuI live. 

When Rid!) was established in his country God increased him and 
l;Iunn in numbers. (They arc the t .... o tribes of 'Udhra today.) No .... when 
he came to his country there had bcen a matterin disputebetwccn R izJ.tl 
on the one hand and Nahd b. Zayd andl;lautaka b. A.lum on the other, 
they being two cI.ns of Qur,fl' •. He put them in fear 10 that they clave to 
theYam.n.nd left the Ou<,l1'a country.nd remain in the Yaman to thi. 
day. Now Outayy was well dilpoKd to QuQ.I'a and wanted them to in
creueand bc united in their land because of hil kin.hipwilh RizJ.tland 
because of their goodwill to him when they responded ( o h i s .ppc.l fOf 
help. He disliked what Rizl!) h.d done to tbem and aaid: 

Who will tell Rizlh from mc 
That 1 blame him on two accounl.l, 
Iblame you for t�BanuNahdb.Zayd 
Ikcause you drove a wedge betwecn them and me, 
And forl;lautaka b. &lum;of a truth 
He who treal.l them badly has badly Irtated me (106). 

When Qupyy grew old and f�ble, he .poke to 'Abdu'l-Dlr. He was 
hi. fint bom but (T. they Ny he was weak) 'Abdu Manlf had bttome 
famous during hi. father'. lifctime.nd done .ll that had tobc done.long 
with 'Abdu'l-'Uzzil. and 'Abd. He laid; 'By God, my IOn 1 will put you on a 
par with the othen;though they h.ve.greater reput.tion tbanyoun; none 
of them .h.1I enter the Ka'b. until you opcn it for them; none.hall give 
the Ounysh the w.r banner but you w ith your own hand; none .h.1l drink 
in Mecca cxcept you .Ilow it; and no pilgrim shall eat food unletllyou 
provide it; and Quravsh sh.1I not decide any matter except in yourhouae.' 
He pve him hi. house, it being the only place where Qurayah could settle 
thciraffain, and he gave him the formal righl.l mentioned above. 

Tbe Rlf4d4 was a tax which Quraysh used to p.y from their propcny 10 
Outayyat every fcstival. With it he uacd to provide food for thc pilgrin-.. 
who were unable to .fford their own provisions. Qupyy had l.idlhia ... 
duty upon Qunysh,uying; 'You are God'. neighboun, the peoplcof his 
temple and aanctuary. The pilgrims.re God'. guctl.l and Ihe vi.iton to 
Hi. temple and have Ihe highctt c1.im on your generotity; SO provide food 
and drink for them during Ihe pilgrimage unlil thcy depan oul of your 
territory.' Accordingly they uscd to p.y him every year • .tu on their 
fIods and he uscd to provide food for the people tberefrom, while lhev 
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were atMinl,and hil people atrricd out this order of his during the time 
of ignorance until Islam came. To this very day it  is the food which the 
aultan provid�every)·earinMinl untiithe pilgrimage is o\'er. 

My father ls�lq b. Yadr from al-l;Iuan b. Muhammad b. 'All. b. Abu 
'Plib told me about this affair of QUfaYY', and what he said to 'Abdu'I-Dlr 
c;onceming the transfer of his power to him in these: words, 'I heard him 
saying this to a man of B. 'Abdli'l-Dlr called Nubaih b. Wahb b. 'Amir h. 

84 'Ikrima b. 'Arnir b. H&him b. 'Abdli Manlf b. 'Abdu'I-Dir b. OUfaYY.' 
aI-l;Iasan said: 'Qup.yy ga\"l� him all the authority that he had Ol'eT his 
�:�.'QufaYY wu never contradicted nor wu any meuure of his over-

THE RIFT I NQURAYSH AFTERQU*AYY ANDTUIl 

CONFEDERACY O F  THE SCENTED ONI!S 

Aflcr the dealh ofOup.yy his SOIlS aNumed his auiliority over the people 
and markcdout Mecal inquanen, after he had a1lottedspacc there fur his 
own tribe. They allotted quanen .mong their people and among other 
alJies, and sold them. Quraysh took part in this with them without any 
discord or dispute. Then the SOIlS of 'Abdu Manlf-'Abdu Shama and 
HAshim and al-Munalib and Naufal-agreed to seize the righu th.t the 
IOIlS of 'Abdu'I-D1r possc:ssc:d which Qu,ayy had given to 'Abdu'l-Dlr 
hirnself, namely those mentioned abol'e. Theyoonsideredthat theyh.d a 
better right to them because: of Iheir luperiority and their position among 
their people. This causc:d dissension among Qura}'$h,one sc:ction liding 
with B. 'Abdu ManU, and the other with B. 'Abdu'l-Dlr. The former 
held that the new c1aimantl had a better right; the latter that righu which 
Qu�ayyhad given toone branchlhould notbe taken .wayfromthem. 

The leader of B. 'Abdu Manlf wu 'Abdu Shams, because: he WIIS the 
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Qupyy and B. Zuhra b. Killb and B. Taym b. Murra b. }(a'b and B. aI
Hlrilh b. Fihr b. MlIik b. a1-NaQr were with B. 'Abdu Manlf, while with 
8. 'Abdu'I-Dlr were B. Ma.kh:zlim b. Yaqa;a b. Murra, and B. Sahm b. 
'Arne b. Hup.f' b. Ka'b and B. Juma1;t b. 'Amr b. Hup.f' b. K.'b and 

B. 'Adiyy b. }(a'b. The men who remained neutral were 'Arnir b. Lu'.yy 
and Mu�lrib. b. Fihr. 

85 They all m.de a firm agreement that they would not abandon one 
another and would not betray one another II long III the sea wetted se:a
weed. The B. 'Abdu Mantf brought out. bowl full of IlCent (they assert 
tha.tsome ofthe .... ,omen of the tribe brought it out ro them) and they put 
it for their allies in the moeque' bcaide the Ka'ba;then they dipped their 
hands into it and they and their amea took • solemn OIth. Then they 

'ThilioftOtan __ · . See BJ.,&rt.'Mudjid' 
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rubbed their hand. on the Ka'ba strcngthening the solemnity of the oath . 
Forth�reasontheywere called theSa:nted Ones. 

The other side took a similar oath at the Ka'b.a and they were ealled the 
Confederates. Then the tribes formed groups and linked up one with 
another. The B. 'Abdu ManH were ranged against B. Sahm; B. Asad 
against B. 'Abdu'I-Dilr; Zuhra against B. Jumal); B. Taym agaimt B. 
MakhJ:um;and B.a1-l:Iilrith against'Adiyy b.Ka'b. They ordered that 
each tribelhould extenniIUlte the oppolingunita. 

When the people had thus decided on war, luddenly they demanded 
peaccon the condition tlut B. 'Abdu ManAflhould be given thc righ18 of 

watering the pilgrims and collecting the tu; and that aeccss to the Ka'ba, 
the atandard ofwar, and the assembly houae, should belong to the 'Abdu'l
D;Ir u before. The arrangement commended hadf to both sides and was 
earried out, and 10 war wu prevented. Th� was the ltate of affairs until 
God brought Ialam, when the apolUeofGoduid,'Whatever alliance there 
was in the days of ignorance lalam strengthens it: 

THBCONPED£RACYOPTH£PUQOLI 

ZiyJd b. 'Abdullah al-Billi'l related 10 me the following u from Ibn 
IsJ:!;Iq: The tribel of Quraysh d«ided 10 make a covenant and assembled 
for that purpose in the house of 'Abdullah b. Jud'� b. 'Amr b. Ka'b b. 
&o'd b. Taym b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy because of h� seniority and the 
high reputation he enjoyed. Those party to the agreement with him were 
B. Hbhim, B. 'l-Munalib, ANd b. 'Abdu'l-'Uu;t, Zuhra b. Kil;Ib, and 
Taym b. MUfra. They bound themselves by a solemn agreement that if 
they found that anyone, either a native of Mecca Of an ouuider, had 86 
been wronged they would take hia part against the aggressor and see that 
the stolen propeny wu restored to him. Quraysh called that confederacy 
'The Confederacy of the FU9iil'. 

Muhanunad b. Zayd b. al-Muhljir b. Qunfudh al-Taymi told me Ihat he 
heard TalJ:!a b. 'Abdullah b. 'Aufal-ZuhriIl&Y: The apostle of God said, 
'I witnessed in the hou!lt of 'Abdullah b. Jud'� a covenant which I would 
not exchange for any number of fine eamels: if I were invited to take part 
in it during lalam I should dolO: 

YlZld b.  'Abdullah b. Udma b. al-Hldl al-Laythl told me that Muham
mad b. IbrlhIm b. al-l:Urith al-Tayml told him that there WIt a dispute 
between al-l:Iusayn b. 'All b. Abu TAlib and al-Walid b. 'Utba b. AbU 

Sufyiln about IIOme propeny they held in Dhu'I-Marwa. At that time al
Walld wu govemor of Medina, his uncle, MU'ilwiya b. Abu Sufyln having 
given him the appointment. AI-Walid had defrauded al·ijusayn of hi. 

, F"o;Ioli.upl.;n� .. m .. nin. t hollllcc:onf�''''l .. didno •• llo .... ronlfd". ... to .. ''';n any ,toImpropcrty. Fuo;IOl "''''''I;m .. mnno ' .. moin, of ,poil'. Anothu.nd"'m.,,"ho .. fo,_f .... bed uplanation io that thio� ........... mod.Uedon.nold •• c:o ...... nloflh<oome 
d",..noo,iawbkh.ru.mcnta<hwiththrnomcolF..tltoollput. 
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Hashim b. 'Abdu Maniif died in Ghazz3 in the land of Syria while 

l Th<rifJda.feNin� bym •• n.of.l.vyonQu .. y'h.ha.b<.nnpl.in.d.bov.(p. 55) 
.nd,h«<\h • •  u,l>orof,he,y".m i ... id'OMQUpyy. Prob.bly for ,hi • ...,.oon Ibn Io\>_q 
di"'r.dito,h.irtr.di,ionh ... by,hcword.·i,i •• II<liltd 
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travelling with h� merchandise, and al.l\1unalib b. 'Abdu Manlf assumed 

the right of feeding and watering the pilgrims. He was younger than 'Abdu 
Shllffis and Hbhim. He was held in high esteem among his people, who 88 
called him al.FayQ on account of his liberality and high character. 

IHshim had gone to Medina and married SalmA d. 'Amr, one of B. 
'Adiyy b. II.Nljjk Before that lhe had been married to U�ay�a b. al· 
Jula� b. 11·l:Iarbh b. Jal)jab3 b. Kulfa b. 'Aufb. 'Amr b. 'Aufb. Mllik b. 
al-Aus and bore him a son called 'Arnr. On account of the high po.ition 
she held among her people she would only marry on condition that she 
should retain control of her own Iffairs. Ifshc dislik.ed a man she left him, 

To Hashim she bore 'Abdu'I·1\1uttalib and called his name Shayba. Hlshim lefl him with her while he WliS I lillie boy. Then hI. uncle al
Munalib ClIme to take him away and bring him up among his people in h� 
town. But Salmi declined to let him go with him. His uncle Irgued that 
his nephew was now old enough to travel and wu as an exile IWIY from 
hisowntribewhowerethepeopleofthe temple,of greatlocal reputation, 
holding much of the governmem in their hands. Therefore it was better 
for the boy that he should be among his own family, and therefore he 
refused togo  without him. lt �popularlyaasened lhalShaybarefultdto 
leavehismotherwilhouther conltnt;andthis.he ultimatetygave. Sohil 
uncle took him away to Mecca, riding behind him on his camel, Ind the 
people cried: 'It's al.l\1unalib'a slave whom he has bought' and that is ho w 
he got the name of'Abdu'I·Munalib. His uncle called out: 'Rubbish! 
Thi. is my nephew whom I have brought from Medina.' 

Subsequcntly al-MunaJib died in Radmin in the Yaman, and an Arab 
mourned him in the foUowing linet: 

Thirsty are the pilgrims now al-Mu\\alib is gone. 
No more bowls with overflowing brim •. 
Now that he is gone would that Quraysh were in torment I 

Ma\n1d b. Ka'b al-Khuzi'iwrote thisc!egy o\·er al.l\1u!!alib andallthe �:��f 'Abdu Manlf when the news carne thai Naufal the last of them wu 

o night! most miserable night, 
Disturbing all other nights, 

��� ,!o���:! �:ca�l�:�ff:; fale. 
When I rcmcmber my brother Naufal, 
He reminds me of days gone by, 
He reminds me of the redwaist·sashcs, 
The fine new yellow robcs. 
There were four of them, everyone a prince, 
Sons and grandtons of princcs. 
One dead in Radmln, one in Salm:1n, 
A third lies near Ghazzll, 
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A fourth lic:t in a gra"e by the Ka'b,a 
To the east of the sacred buildings. 
'Abdu Manll.fbrought them up "inuously 

Safe from the reproof of all men. 
Yea there are none like Mughi/'1l'schildren 
Among the li\'ingor the dead. 

'Abdu Mlinaf's name was al-Mughira. Hbhim was the first of his IOns to 
die al Ghana in Syria, followed by 'Abdu Shams in Mecca, then al-Mutl'
libin Radman in the Yaman, and lastly Naufal in Salman in Iraq. 

It was said to l\'la!rfid-al least they asscrtso-'Your lines are very good. 
butif)'ou had done morejusticc to the theme they would hne been sti II 
better.' 'Give me. night or two,' he replied, and after a few d.yJ he 
produccdthcfollowing: 

Oeye,w�poopiously,pourdownthytcan, 
W�poverMughira'sllOnll,thal noblebreed ofKa'b, 
Oeye,ccase nottoweepthy gatheringtears. 
Bc:wlil my heartfclt sorrow in life'l millfortunes. 
\Vecp overall those gencroultrustworthy men, 
Lavish in gifts,munificent,bountcous, 
Pure in lIOul,ofhigh intenl, 
Firm in disposition, relOlule in grave affaira, 
Strong in emcrgency, no churls, not relying on othera, 
Quick to decidc, lavish in gcneroaity. 
If Ka'b'.line is r«koned,a hawk, 
The "ery hean and summit o(thcir giory, 
W�pfor gencrosity andMunalibthc generoul, 
Rdease thc fountain of thy tears, 
Gone from us in Radmll.n today as a foreigner, 

My heart grieves for him among the dead. 
\Vocto you,w�p if youcanwcep, 
For'AbduShams ontheeastof theKa'ba, 

�;�e����m
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Above all for my friend Naufal 
Who found in Salmlin a des.crtgrave. 
Nc\'cr ha\'clknown their like,Arab or foreigner, 
When their white camels bore them along. 
Now their camps know them no more 
Who uKd to be the glory of our troopa. 
I-Iu limeannihilalcd thcm or were theirlwords blunt, 

�i�: ��:Z �i;::� t���e 
f:!!O
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Wilh mere 5miles and friendly greetings. 
Wecp for the father of the women with dishcvelled hair 
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Who weep for him with faces unveiled as camels doomed to die.' 
They moum the noblest man who ever �"lIlked, 
Bewailing him with ftoods of tealll. 
They mourn a man generous and Iibcral, 
Rejectinginjultice, who settled the greateat matters. 
They weep for 'Amr al-'Uh!.· when his time came, 
Benign�hisnature as he smiledat thenjght's guests. 
They weeppfOltratcdbYlOrrow, 
How long was the lamentation and woet 
They mourned him when time exiled them from him, 
Their faces pale like camels denied WlIter. 
With their loina girded bccause of fate's hard blows. 
1 passed the night in pain watching thc stalll 
1 wept and my little daughters wept to ahare my grief. 
No prince is their equal or pecr, 
Among those left bchind none are like thdr offapring. 
Their IOns are the best of IOns, 
And they are the hest of men in the face of diaaster. 
How many a amooth running fast hone have they gi,·en, 
How many a captive mare hallethey bestowed, 
How many a fine mettled Indian sword, 
How many a lance as long as a well rope, 
How many slaves did they give for the uking, 

�:� ::
i
�t
g�� ::h:�d ;:�:�. with me 

I oould not exhaust their generous acts; 
They are the foremoat in pure deacent 
Whereyermenboaat of thl'irforbealll, 
The omament oflhe houses which they left 
So that they have bccome IOlitary and forsaken, 
Iny while myeye ceueanot to weep, 
May God apare the unfortunate (family)1 (108) 
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��. women with dishevelled hair' the poet means 

Following his uncle al-l\1ultalib, 'Abdu'I-Munalib b. H;tshim took o,·er 
the dutiea of watering and feeding the pilgrims and carried on the practices 
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among them. 
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While Abdu'I·Muualib was sleeping in the �ij"l he was ordered in I vision 
to dig Zamzam. Yazid b. AbO. ijabib al-M�rt from l\1anhad b. 'Abdullah 
zI-Yazani from 'Abdullah b. Zurayr a.1-Ghlfiql loki me that he heard 'Ali 
b. Abu T�lib telling the story of Zanuam. He said that ·.o\bdu'I-Mu\talib 
said: 'I was sleeping in tbe �ij, when a supernatural visitant !;ame and said, 
"Dig'fiba". 1 said "And what iaTIIn?"i then he left me. 1 went to bed 
again the nell:t day and slept, and he came to me and said "Dig Barra"; 
when I asked what Barra waa hc left me. Thc next day he came and lIid 
"Dig al-Ma4nuna"; when 1 uked what that wu he went away again. The 
next day he came while I waa sleeping and said "Dig Zamum". 1 said, 
"What is Zamum?"; he said' 

'Twill never fail or ever run dry, 
'Twill water the pilgrim company. 
It Iies'twixtthcdungand the flesh bloody.' 
By the nest wherc the white-winged I1IIvcnsfly, 
By thc ncat wherc the anu to and fro do ply: 

9' When the exact spot had been indicated to him and he knew that it cone
sponded with the facts, he toolr. a pick-ue and went with his .on al-ijlrith 
-for the had no other .on at that time-and began to dig. When the top 
of the weJl appeared he cried' Allah akbarl' Thul Qul1llysh knew that he 
had obtained his object snd they came to him and &.:lid, 'This is the well of 
our father Ilhmael, and we have a right to it. 10 give 1lI a share in it: 'I 
willnot,'heansviercd,'1 wu Ipeeially told of it and not you, and I was the 
one to be given it.' Theyuid: '00 usjuatice, for we shaJl not [eave you 
until we have got a judicial decision in the matter.' He said: 'Appoint 
anyone you like lIS umpire between us: He agreed to accept a woman 
diviner of B. Sa'd Hudhaym, who dwelt in th, uplands of Syria. So 

tTholtiit;'!hcoemicircullr.pot�w...uc.oll<dl;JotimondlhoK.'ba, .. hlclo iaoai<l ... -,taintho ... _ofHapr_I.ru.-I. C(.�, .. hf. • Thotlancuoriocha....uri.ticofAr.biono .... leocompoootdi n d  ........ lknown .. $4j· 
Tbe .. onl.'botwocnWdun • •  ndU>.blood·occu,inthcQuran.S,-, .. '6," .... 68.'W. 
sive1()u ... drinkof .. ha, i.in tMi,bclliHbcrwun.Mf_Hond 1M blood, pu ... milk ... ily 
._IIo .. ed by.hedrin k ... .' 0". ,hi. 'hro ... no Ii.ht on !hcm<anit\aofIM_ ..... . • hichpl.inly .... ·Io<aI.;snif>c.onc·· AbQDhan-�ilby...ru-..._I. AI_ 
Suha)'Ii, p. ')I, .... thotthoe .. rm muol.., .. iU> W two folio wi ............ ond .................. <aa<tIy ... """, Zomum ........ b&'-no!. H"lh<rJ ........ _ .. . .... ry 10 lhoo "lfoa tbr., 
·Abdu1.MlIttOlib .... w ..... ·_ondthoe ......... ·.-. ... henbe..uo, ... dititho ... u.but .... "';Ibe, dun ...... blood. Allha, -.01. <OW aeoped ".,. ...,...)d."" buICM'_ .nl.rodlbe�,_. Thore.he .... . lauih .. r<d.ond .. h<rethe dWl.ondbl«Klftowed, 
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Dig Zarnzam, 'twill not to your hopesgi"e lie, 
'Tis yqurs from your fathereternaJly. 
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'Twill ne\'er fail or e\'er ru n dry, 
'Twill water the pilgrim company 

Like an ostrich flock a fraternity, 
Their voice God hears m ost graciously, 

A pact m ost lure from daYI gone by 
Noughl like il canlt thou descry, 

ltlies 'twixt the dung and the flesh bloody (IOC»).' 

94 It is alleged that when this was said to him and he inquired where ZamUlm 
was, he Willi told that it was by the ants' nest where the raven will peck 
tomorrow, but God knows how true this is. The neJ:t day 'Abdu'l MU!ta

lib with his IOn al-ijlrith, who at that time was his only son, went and 
found the anl3' nest and the ra\'en pecking beside it between the two idols 

blf snd Ni'ila at which Quraysh u sed to slaughter their "critices, He 
brou ght a pick.axe and began to dig where he had been com manded. 

Qurayah seeing him at work came up and refused to allow him to dig 
between their two idols where they sacrificed, 'Abdu'l-Mullalib then told 

his Ion to ltand by and protect him while he dug, for he waadetermined 
to carry ou t what he had been commanded to do. When they saw that he 
was not going to stop work they left him af!\"erely alone. He had not dug 
deeply before the stone top of the well appeared and he gn·e thanbto 
God knowing that he had been rightly informed, As digging went further, 
he found the two gazellea of gold which Jurhum had buried there when 

they left Meeca. He also found som e swords and coats of mail from Qal'a,J 
Quraysh claimed that they had a right to share in this find, 'Abdu'l
MU\talib denied thil, but was "'illing to submit the m atter to the sacred 
lot. He .. id that he would make two arrow, fQr the Ka'ba, 1\\'0 for them,  
and two fQr himself, The t�·o IITQ"''' which came ou t from the quiver 
would detennine to whom the propcny belonged, This waa agreed, and 
accordingly he made two yellow arrowa for the Ka'ba, two black ones for 
himself, and 1\\'0 white ones for Qu rayah. They were then given to the 
priest in charge of the divinatory arrows, which were thrown betide Hubal, 

(Hubal was an image in the m iddle of the Ka'ba, indeed the greatest of 
theirim agt'S. It is that referred to byAbll S uf yin ibn l:Iarb st the battle of 
UQud when he cried 'Arise Hubal', i.e. Make your religion victorious!) 
'Abdu'!-MultaJib began to pray to God, and when the priest threw the 
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Munalib, and the two arrows of Quraysh remained behind, 'Abdu'l
Mutlalib made the swordl into a door for the Ka'ba and overlaid the door 
with thegoJdofthe gazeJJes, This was the fil1lt golden ornam ent of the 

Ka'ba, at any rate so they allege. Then 'Abdu'l-Munalibtook charge of 
thc .upply of Zanu.am water to the pilgrims, 

I AI ....... Ii...,..reinpa"id�nticaJ"';.h l'-mcnbontd.bo>.�,dt.rtylhilio.,.;....J 

• AmouncaininSyn.,chou.ho,M<";<taha.-..!>Hnounu<ed, SftY"IQ, 
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BefoTe the digging of Zanuam Quraysh had already dug wells in MecCll, 95 
according to what Zi�d b. 'Abdullah al-Bakkl'ltold me from Muhammad 
b. bQJq. Hcaaid that 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu i\lanlfdug al-Tawiy which 
is a well in the upper part of Mecca near al-Bay(,iil', the house of Muham
mad b. Yusuf al-Thaqafi 

Hbhim b. 'Abdu ManH dug Badhdhar which is near al-Mustandhar, a 
spur of Mount al-Khandama at the mouth of the pass of Abu TlI.lib. They 
allege that when he had dug it he said: 'T will make it a meansof subsis
tence for the people' (1I0) 

He' dug Sajla which is a well belonging to al-Munm b. 'Adiy b. Naufal 
b. 'Ahdu Manlf\\hich is still used today. The B. Naufal allege thaI 
al-Mul'im bought it from Asad b. 1:lhhim, while B. Hashim allege thaI 
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Zamum was uncovered and people had no further 

Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams dug al-l:Iafr for himself. The B. Asad b 
'Abdu'I·'Uw dug Suqayya' which belongs to them. The B. 'Abdu'l-Dk 
dug Urnm Ai).r�d. The B.Jumai). dug al-Sunbula which belongs to Khalaf 
b. Wahb. The B. Sahm dug al-Ghamr which belongs to them. 

There were some old wells outside Mecca dating from the time of Murra 
b. Ka'b and Ki1�b b. Murra from which the first princes of Quraysh used 
to drllw water, namely Rumm and Khumm. Rumm was dug by Murra 
b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy, and Khumm by B. Kil�b b. Murrll, and so was al-l:Iafr} 
Therei. an old poemof l:ludhayfa b. Ghlnim, brother ofB. ·Adiyb. Ka'b 
b. Lu'aYY(III},which runs· 

In Ihe good old days we were long aatisfied 
To get our water from Khumm or al·l:lafr. 

Zamzam utterly eclipsed the other wells from which the pilgrims used 1)6 
to get theirwaler, and pcople went 10 it becautc it Wall in the sacred endo-
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boastfully towardll Quraysh and all other Arabs. 

Here are some lines of Muslfir b. Abu 'Am! b. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams 
b. 'Abdu Man�f boasting over Quraysh that they held the right of watering 
and feeding the pilgrims, and that they dilCOvered Zarnzant, and that B. 

1 n..editO.has'-nuntid,I><�. CommmlalOnpoifltOlltthatHiohimdidnotd" 
'hi .... U,.nd.J.S .. hayUquotca.poxmbqinnin.·I.mO"',.,._ld<>iSaj .. • . • N."I><. YIqO. (,u. '''5 _ 305) "",.ha mom" k_ .. bolh •• tl>< ... U wu called 
Suqo,.,.. O.Shufo\'TIL. Azr.ii" 77namnoru,Shur.,.,.o . • t'hasj .... bftnuid tha'UlnOyyo h. 'AbduS ....... d ... .J·l.lafr. YIqO ... ,.·I;i.rr ... 

belonp to 8. Toym b. Murn . • •• !.I;I"imll�11 it J.f • .' Thio .... '""'coun' for lha lnootL· 
oiot.ncy.uil_ .... tha"b ...... ",two .... U •• l,/of •• ndJ.r •• inMt«a 
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'Abdu Mani! were one family in which the honour and merit or one 
belonged to all' 

Gloryeame to us fromour fathel'1. 
We have earried it to greater heighb. 
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When death ia at land we are found 
BnllVe and generous. 
Though we periah (for none can live forever) 
A strangerlhaU not rule our kin. 
Zamzam belongs to our tribe. 
We will pluck out the eyes of those who look enviously at us. 

1:ludhayfa b. Ghinim [mentioned above] wd: 

(\�e;:d�o
r him) who 'o\'lItered the pilgrinu, son of him who broke 

And 'Abdu Manlfthat Fihrilord. 
He laid bare Zamzam by the Maqim, 
His control of the w�ter w3lla prouder boast than anyflWl"(tla), 

T. I016 'ABDU'L.MIJTTALIB'S vow TO SACRIFICE HIS SON 

It ia aUeged,and God onlyknowathetruth,that when 'Abdu'I.Multalib 
encountered the opposition of Quraysh when he .... 'aS digging Zarnzam, 
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ten tons who could protect him he gathered them together and told them 
about his vow and called on them to keep faith with God. They agreed to 
obey him and asked what they were to do. He said that each one of them 
must get an arrow, write his name on it, and bring it to him: thi, they did, 
and hetoolr. them before Hubal in the middle of the Ka'ba. (The ltatue of) 

�,'::· .... �:!t!�.
well there. It ...... that well in which gifa made to the 

Now beside Hubal there were seven arrowl, each of them containing 
some word •. One wu marked 'blood wit' . When they disputed ,bout who 
should pay the bloodwit they CQt lou with the seven arrowl and he on 
whom the lot fell had to pay the money. Another wu marked 'yes', and 
another'no',and they acted accordingly on the matter on whieh the oracl e 
had been invoked. Another was marked 'of you'; anothermuIltuI,' another 
'not of you'; and the lut wu marked 'water'. If they wanted to dig for 
water, they cast 10h containing this arrow and where\'er it came forth they 

'trudMool • .,.;th_MSS . • Cf.p .• oj.Toddt·Hw..lbe"' I W lfftI,n,(or, ..-, ..,...-I) ofthoidoloofQu .. ,..h 
in Mea:o·. • No< ..... mberof thc tribe. 
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sct to work. If lhey wanled to circumcisc a boy, or ma.ke a marriage, or 
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�:�U!�:�� the loiS; then they brought near the man with whom they were concerned 

saying, '0 our god this i, A the son o.f B w.ilh whom we intend to do.so and 
10; 10 show the right courseconcermng hIm.' Then Iheywould say 10 the 
man whocasl the arrows 'Casd' and if there came out 'ofrou' then he was 
a true member of lheir lribei and if then: came out 'not of you' he was an 911 
sllYiand if then: came oul mwqaqhe had no blood relation IOlhem and 
wu not an ally. Where 'yes' came out in other matteD, they acted accord. 
inglYi and if the answer was 'no' they dderred the matter fora)'ea r until 
they could bring it up again. They used 10 conduct their affairs according 
to the decision of the arrows. 

·Abdu'I·Munalib said to the man with the arrows, 'Cast the 101$ for my 
lIOns wilh these arrows', and he told him of the vow which he had made. 
Each man gave him the arrow on which hi' name was written. Now 'Ab
dullah was his father', youngest son, he and al.Zubayr artd Abu Tllib wen: born to Blima d. 'Amr b. 'i\'idh b. 'Abd h. 'Imrln b. Makhzum h. 
Yaqai-llb.Murrab. Ka'b b. Lu'ayyb. Gh3libb. Fihr(IIJ). Itisallegedthat 
'Abdullah \\'U'Abdu'!·Munalib's favourite son, and hi. father thoug ht that 
if the arrow missed him he would be spared. (He was the father of the 
apostle of God.) When the man took the arrows 10 cast lots with them, 
'Abdu'I·l\1unalib stood by Hubal praying to Allah. Then the man cast loIS 
and 'Abdullah's arrow came out. His father led him by the hand and took 
a large knife; thcn he brought him up 10 Islfand NI'ila(T, Iwoidolsof 
Qun.ysh at which they slaughtered their aaerifices) to aacrificc him; but 
Quraysh came out of their assemblies and asked what he wu intending to 
do. When he said that he wu going to sacrifice him they and hiflDns 
laid 'By Godl you shall never!lllcrificI him until you offer the greatest 
expiatory sacrifice for him. If you do a thing like this there will be no 
lIopping men from coming to sacrifice thcir sona, and what will become 
of the people then?' Thcn $aid al-Mughln. b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. 
Muh:tum b. Yaqa;a, 'Abdullah's mOlher being from his tribe, 'By God, you Ihall nc,'cr!lllcrificc him until you offer the grcatest expiatorypcr ifice for him. Though his ransom be all our property we will redeem him.' 
Ouraysh and his IDns $aid that he must not do it, but takc him to the Hijn' 
fortherc there was a sorceress who had a famitiarspirit, and hc must con· 
suIt her. Then he would have liberty of action. Ifshc toldhimto!lacrilice 
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the next day she said, 'Word has come to me. How much is the blood 
money among you l' They told her that it was ten camels, as indeed it Wall. 
She told them to go back to their (:I)untry and take the young man and ten 
camels. Then cast lou for them.nd for him; if the lot falls against your 
man, add more camels,until yourlord i,utiafied. If the lot falls against 
the camels thenuerifice themin hi'ltead,for your lord willbe aatisfied 
and yOllr client escape death. So they retumed to Mecca, and when they 
had agrccd to carry out their instroctiona,'Abdu'I-Mullalib was praying 
to Allah. Then they brought near 'Abdullah and ten camels while Abelu'l
Muttalib .tood by Hubal praying to Allah. Then they cut lots and the 
arrow fell againat Abdullah. They .dded ten more camels and the lot feU 
apinat Abdullah, and 10 they went on adding ten at a time, until there 

,00 wereone hundred camels,when finallythe lot fell againatthem. Quraysh 
and those who were pl'QCntwd, 'At wt your lord is satisfied 'Abdu'l
MuJta\i b." No,byGod,' he answered (IOtheyuy),'DOt until I cast lou 
three times.' This they did and each time the arrow fell ag&inat the camels. 
They were duly slaughtered and Jeh there and no man was kept back or 
hindered (from eating them) (tI4). 

OF THE WOMAN WHO OPPERED HERSELP IN MARRIAGE 

TO 'ABDULLAH B. 'ABDU'L-MUTTALIB 

Taking 'Abdullah by the hand Abdu'I-Mullalib went a ...... y and they passed 
--10 it is alleged-a woman of B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzzl b. Qusayy b. 
KilAb b. Murra. b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. GhAlib b. Fihr who was the lister of 
Waraqa b. Naufal b. ANd b. 'Abdu'I-'UuJ, who was at the Ka'ba. When 

lhe looked at him she asked, 'Where.re you going Abdullah l' He replied, 
'With my father.' She &lid, 'If you will take me you can have as many 
camels aa were aacrificed in your stead.' 'J am with my father and I cannot 
.ctagainathiswishC:llandleave him',he replied. 

'Abdu'I-Munalib brought him to Wahb b. 'Abdu ManAf b. Zuhra b. 
Kililb b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghillib b. Fih! who was the leading 
man of B. Zuhrainbirth and honour, and he married him to his daughter 
Amina, she being the most excellent woman among the Ouraysh in birth 
and position at that time. Her mother was Barra d. 'Abdu'l-'UuJ b. 
'UthlllAn b. 'Abdu'I-DAr b. Ou"yy b. KiUb b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy 

,0' b. GMlib b. Fihr. Barn'. mother was Umm J:labib d. And b. 'Abdu'l
'UzzI b. Qtqayy by Killb b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghillib b. Fihr. 
Umm l:Iablb'. mother was Barra d. 'Auf b. 'Ubayd b. 'Uwayj b. 'Adiy b. 
Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. GhAlib b. Fihr. 

It is alleged that ' Abdullah consummated his marriage immediately and 
his wife conceived the.postle of God.' Then he Icft her presence and met 
the woman who had proposed to him. He asked her why she did not 
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make the propoaal that she made to him the day before; to which she 
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b. Naufal, who had been a Christian and studied the scriptures, that a 

P
r
;���a;��I�';:q

se
b��:� ::� ':��t he was told that 'Abdullah went 

in to a woman that he had beside Amina d. Wahb when he had been .... "Ork-
ing in day and the marks of the day were on him. She put him off ..... hen 
he made a suggestion to her because of the dirt that wason him. He then 
left herandwashedand bathedhimself, andashe madehisWlIytoAmina 
he passed her and she invited him tO COffie to her. He refused and went to 
Amina who conceived Muhammad. When he pueed the woman again DC 
asked her if.he wanted anything and .he said 'Nol When you pllSlcd me 
there was a white blaze between your eyea and when 1 invited you you 
refused me and went in to Amina, and.he haataken it aWllY: 

It il alleged that that ..... oman of hw u.sed to .. y that when he passed by 
her between hil eyes there wu a blaze like the blaze ofa hone. Sheaaid: 
'I invited him hoping that that would be in me, but he refused me and 
went to Amina andahe conceived the apostle of God.' So the.po.t1eof 
Godwasthenobtestofhispcople inbirthandthe greateat in honourbolh 
on hi. father'. and hi. mother'. lide. God bless IlJId preserve himl 

It is alleged in popular storiea (and only God lmowi the truth) that Amina 
d. Wahb, the mother of Goer. apostle, used to .. y when she was pregnant 
with God'. apoille that a voice .. id to her, 'You are pregnant with the lord 
ofthw pcople and when he il bomaay, " I  put him in the care of the One 
from the evil of every envier; then call him Muhantmlld.'" AI.he ..... as 
pregnant with him .he aaw a light come forth from her by which .he could 
lCe the cast1es ofBu�rl in Syria. Shortly afterward. 'Abdullah the apostle's 
father died while his mother wu lIil1 pregnant. 

THI! BIRTH OF TilE APOSTLE AND illS SUCKLING 

The apostle wu born on l\'tonday, I :uh Rabi'u'l-awwal, in the year of the 
elephant. AI-Munalib b. 'Abdullah who had it from hi, grandfather Qays 
b. Makhrarna .. id, 'I and the apoatle ..... ere born at the Jame time in the year 
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ahe-camel provide a momingdraughl, bUI we were hoping for rain and 
relief. 'I rode upon my donkey which bad kept back tbe olMr riders 
through its weaknra and emacialion 110 that it WlIS a nuiunce 10 Ihem. 
When we reacbed Mecca, we looked out for foster children, and Ihea postle 
of God was offered to everyone of us, and eacb woman refused him whcn 
ahe was lold he was an orphan, because we hoped 10 get paym.ent from the 
child'. father. We aaid, "An orphan! and what will hit mother and grand. 
father do?", and so we .purned rum because of that. Every woman who 
came with me got a .udling except me, and when we decided 10 depart I 
taid to my husband: "By God, l donot like the idea of retuming wilh my 
frienlb without a luckling; 1 will go and lake thai orphan." Hereplied, 
"Do as you please; perhape God will bles. u.on hit account." So I went 
and took him for the .ole relllOn that I could not find anyone else. 1 took 
him back to my baggage, and as soon as I put him in my bosom, my breasts 
overflowed with milk which he drank until he was IItiafied, as also did hit 
foater·brother. Then both of them slept, whereas before Ihia we could nOI 
deep with him. My husband got up and went to the old she·camel and 10, 
her udders were full; he milked it and he and I drank of her milk until we 
were completely aatu-fied, and we passed a happy night, In the morning 
my hulband llid: "Do youknow,l:Ialima, youhave taken a blessedcrea. 
turd" I said, "By God, I hope so." Then we set out and I was riding my 
ahe·us and carrying himwithme, andahe went at such a pace that the 
other donkeys could not keep up 10 that mycompaniolUaaid to me,"Con· 
found you! stop and wait for us. Isn't this the donkey on which you 
Itartedl" "Certainly it it," I aaid, They replied, "By God, lIOmething 
txtraordinary has happened," Then we came to our dwellings in the Banu 
Sa'd country and I do not know a country more barren than that, 

When we had him with UI my flock used to yield milk in abundance. We 
milked them and drank while other people had not a drop, nor could they 
find anything in their animals' udders, so that our people were aaying t 0 
theirahepherds, "Woetoyou! sendyourRock tograzcwherethe daughter 
of Abu Dhuayb'ashepherd goea." EvCTI lIO, theirflocks came back hungry 
not yielding a drop of milk, while mine had milk in abundance, We ceased 
not to rec.:ognize thit bounty as coming from God for aperiodortwo)'ears, 
when I weaned him. He WIll growing up as none of the other children 
grew and by the time he was two he was a wcll·made child. We brought 
him to his mother, though we were most anxious to keep him with us 
because of the blessing which he brought us. I aaid to her:' "I Ihould like 
you to leave my little boy with me until he becomes a big boy, for I am ��:i�

a
:� ::�

t
:�:unt of the pest in Mecca." We persisted until .he scnt 

Some months after our return he and hit brother were with our lambi 
bchind thettntswhen hiabrotbercame running andllidto us,"Twomen 

n��I""'c imem 1'. Z;',� '0 nu .... t· implyinl that Amino ..... not .... mod, ... A maniC 
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clothed in white have seized that Qurayshi brother of mine and thrown 
him down.and opened up his belly, and are stirring it up." We ran towards 
him and found him standing up with a livid face. We took hold of him and 
asked him what was the matter. He said, "Two men in white raiment came 
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searched therein for I 

His father said to me, "I am afraid that this child has had a stroke, so 
take him back to his family before theretultappears." So we picked him 
up and took him to his mother who asked why we had brought him when 
I had been anxious for his welfare and desirous of keeping him with me. 

I &aid to her, "God has let my son live so far and I have done my duty. lam 
aIraid that ill will befall him, so I have brought him back to you as you 
wished." She asked me what happened and gave me no peace until I told 
her. When she asked if I feared a demon possessed him, I replied that I 

106 did. She answered that no demon hadanypower over hersonwho had a 
great future before him, and then she told how when she was pregnant with 
him a light went out from her which illumined the castles of Butrf. in 
Syria, and that she had bome him with the least difficulty imaginable. 
When she bore him he put his hands on the ground lifting his head towar ds 

[�;t��:;��*:�g������� :f:f�:�;�;�j�;F.:������ 
for and the good news of (T- my brother) Jesus. When my mother was 
carrying me she saw a light proceeding from her which showed her the 
castles of Syria. 1 was suckled among the B. Sa'd b. Bakr, andwhile I was 
with a brother of mine behind our tentl shepherding the lambs, two men 
in white raiment came to me with a gold basin full of snow. Then they 
seized me and opened up my belly, extracted my heart and split it; then 
they extracted a black drop from it and threw it away ; then they washed my 
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and I outweighed them. Then they weighed me against a hundred and 
then a thousand,and I outweighed them. Hesaid, "Leavehim alone, for �:e�.?'�' if you weighed him against all his people he would outweigh 

The apostle of God used to say, There is no prophet but has shepherded 
aflock. When they aaid, 'You,too, apostle ofGod?',he said'Yes.' 

The apostle of God used to say to his companions, 'I am the most Arab 
ofyoual!. Jamof Quraysh, and I was suckled among the B. Sa'db. Bakr. 
It il alleged by some, but God knows the truth, that when his foster-mother 
brought him to Mecca he escaped her among the crowd while she was 
taking him to his people. She sought him and could not find him, so she 
went to 'Abdu'l-Munalib and said: 'I brought Muhammad tonight and 

' Cf. S a  .... \l4. '. 
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when I was in the upper part of Mecca he escaped me and I don't know 
where he ift.' So 'Abdu'I-M U llalib went to the Ka'ba praying to God to 
restore him. They assert that Waraqa b. Naufal b. Asad and another man .07 
of Quraysh found him and brought him to 'Abdu'I-Munalib uying, 'We 
�vefoundthissonofyoun inthe upperpartofl\1ecca.' 'Abdu'I-Multalib 
took him and put him on his shoulder as he went round the Ka'ba oonfiding 
him to God'. protection and praying for him; then he !lent him to his 
mother Amina. 

A learned penon told me that what u�d hUi foster-mother to return 
him to his mother, apart from what she told his mother, was that a number 
of Abyuinian Christians laW him with her when she brought him back 
after he had been weaned. They looked at him, asked questions about him, 
and Btlldied him carefully, then they aaid to her, 'Let us take thi. boy, and 
bring him to our Icing and our country; for he will h.ve a grelt future. 
We know .11 about him.' The pel'lOn who told me this alleged that she 
oould hardly get him aWly from them. 

The apostle lived with his mother Amini d. Wahb and his gnndfather 
'Abdu'I-Munalib in God's care and keepiog like a fine plant, God wishing 
to honour him. When he was six yean old his mother Amin.a died. 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr b. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. l:laun told me that the 
.postle·. mother died in Abwi' between Mecca and Medina on her return 
from a visit with him to his maternal uncles of B. 'Adty b. ai-NajjAr when 
he waa six yearl old (It7). ThuBthe apoltiewas left to hia grandfather for 
whom they m:lde a bed in the shade of the Ka'ba. His IIOnl used to lit 
round the be<i until he came out to it, but none of them ut upon it outof 
respcct forhim. The'postie, fttill II liltle boy, used to oome and sit on it .08 
and his uncles would drive him away. W"hen 'Abdu'I-M U \talib saw this 
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hUi hand. It used to pleue him to aee what he did. 

TilE DEATH OF 
'ABDU'L-MUTTALIB AND THE ELECIES 

When the .postle wu eight years of age, eight yean .fter the 'year of the 
elephant', his grandfather died. Thi. date ....... given me byal-·Abbll b. 
'Abdullah b, Ma'bad b. al-'Abbas from one of his family. 

Muhammad b, Sa'id b. al-Mullyyib told me that when 'Abdu'I-Muna
lib knew that death WII at hand he lummoned hi. six daughters $aflya, 
Barra, 'Atika, Umm l:IakIm a1-Bayc;li', Umayma, and &WI, and said to 
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them, 'Compose elegies over me so that I may hear what you are going to 
say before J die.' (liS) 

$afiya d. 'Abdu'I-Munalib said in mourning her father: 

I tould notslecp for the voicH ofthe keening women, �e��:J 
t
�;:C�����

o
:own of life's road, 

Down my cheeks like falling pear[s 
For a noble man, no wretched weakling, 
Whose vinue wu plain to all. 
The generous Shayba, full of meriu, 
Thy good father inheritor of all vinue, 
Truthful at home, no weakling, 
Standing firm and self-reliant. 
Powcrful, fear-inspiring, massive, 
Praised and obeyed by his people, 
Ofloftylineage,smiling, vinuoul, 
A \'ery rain when camels had no milk. 
Noble was his grandfather without spotof shamt, 
surpassing allmen,bondor frec, 
Exceeding mild,of noble stock, 
\Vho were generous, strong u lionl, 
Could men be immortal through ancient glory, 
(Alas immortality is unobtainable I) 
He would make his last night endure forever 
Through his lurpassing glory and long descent. 

Hisdaughter Blrnpid: 

ne generou., O eyes, withyour pearly tea�, 
For the generous nalure who nC\'er repelled a beggar. 
Of glorious race, successful in undcnaking, 
Ofhandaomc face, of great nobility. 
shayba, the laudable, lhe noble, 
The glorious, the mighty, the renowned, 
Thec1ement, decish'c in misfortunes, 
Full of generosily, lavuh in gifts, 
Excelling his people in glory, 
A light shining like the moon in itlsplendour. 
[)eath came to him and Bpared him not, 
Change and fonune and fate overtook him. 

His daughter 'Atilta said: 

Be gcnerous, o eyes, and not niggardly 
With your tean when othen sleep, 
Wecp copiously, 0 cres, with yourtean, 
While you beat your facea in weeping. 
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Weep, o eyes, long and freely 
Forone,no dotard weakling, 
The strong, generous in lime of need, 
Noble in purpose, failhrul to his word. 
Shayba the laudable, luccessful in undertaking, 
The reliable and thelteady, 
A sharp sword in war 
Destroying his enemies in batlle, 
Elisynatured, openhanded, 
Loyal, stout, pure, good. 
His house proudly rootcd in high honour 
Mounted to glory unobtainable byothen. 

His daughter Umm l;Iakim al.Bayt,!i' said 
Wecp, 0 eye, generously, hide not thy tean, 
Wecp for the liberal and generous one, 
Fie upon thec o eye, help me 
With fast falling teanl 
Weep for the best man who ever rode a beast, 
Thy good father, a fountain of sweet water. 
Shayba thegcnerous, the vlnuous, 
Liberal in nature, praised for his gifts, 
Lavish lohis family, hand80me, 
Welcome as rain in years of drought. 
A lion when the spean engage, 
Hil womenfolk look on him proudly. 
Chief of Kinma on whom their hopes rest, 
When evil days broughl calamity, inh�:��f����'���e ::t�c:�e oul, 

Weep for him, refrain not fromgritf, 
Make women weep for him as long as you lh'e 

HisdaughtcrUmaymasaid: 
Alas, hasthe shepherd ofhis peoplc, the generou8 0ne,perishcd, 
Who gave the pilgriIlUi their water, thc defender of our fame, 
Who u&ed to gather the wandering guest into his tents, 

�o�c�:�: t�:a�:��!g:d::i:�l�'ha\'e 
And ha\'e ne\'er ceased to grow in fame, 0 Shayba! 
Abii'l l;lirith, the bountiful,has left hisplau, 
Gonot far for�·ery living thing mUltgo far. 
1 .hallweep for himand suffer aslongas I live, 
His memorydescr'ies that l suR'er. 
May Ihe Lord of men WlIler Ihy grave wilh rainl 
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I shall weep for him though he lies in the grave. 
He was the pride of all hil people. 
And was praised where\'er praillCwas due. 

His daughter Anvl aaid; 

My eye wept and well it did 
For the generous modest father. 
The pleasant natured man of Mtcca'i vale. 
Noble in mind, lofty in aim. 
Tht bountiful Shayba fullof virtuti. 
Thy good father who has no peer. 
Long armed, elegant, tall, 
'Twas as though his forehead shone with light. 
Lean waisted, handsome. fullofvirtuea, 
GJory, rank, anddignitywerehis, 
Resenting wrong, smiling, ahle, 
Hill anceatral fame could not be hid, 
The refuge of l\lillik, the Ipringof Fihr, 
Whenjud�ment """lISsought helJM'kethe lastword. 
He .... "lIS a  hero, generous. liberal. 

�;:e!':l
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Sothatthc hearu of ffiOlltof thcmwcre asair.' 
Forward hc went with gleaming Iword, 
Thc cynoture ofall eyea. 

Muhammad b. Sa"d b. al.Muaayyib told mc' that 'Abdu'l-Munalib 
made a.ign to the effcct that hc was satisfied with the elcgies, for he coul d 
not apeak (119). 

l:Iudhayfa b. Ghlnim, brother of B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b b_ Lu'ayy. mentioned 
his superiority andthatof Outayy andhis sons overthe Quray,h,hecau,e 
he had been seized for a debt o� 4,000 dirhamt i� Mecca an� AbO Lahlb 
Abdu·I··Uzzi h. AbdO'I-Mu\\lhb passed by and red�med hIm; 

o eyes. let the generous tClrl How down the breast, 
Weary not, may you be washed with falling rain. 
Begenerou. withyour tearl, cverymom 
Weeping for a man whomfatcdidnot spare. 
Weep Hooda oftcarl while lifc does last, 
O\'er Ouraysh'l modest hero who oonceaIed his good deed., 
A powerful zealoul dcfender of his dignity, 
Handsome of face. no weakling, and no bragg:r.rt, 
The famou. prince. generoul and libel'11l, 
Spring l'11in of Lu'ayy in drought and dearth, 
Bett of all the IKIns of Ma'add, 

' Cf SQn 14. + 4 ·and tbeir bamw�Rlir'. 
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Noble in action, in natun: and in race, 
Their best in root and branch and ancestry. 
Most famOUl in nobility and reputation, 
Firat in glory, kindnen and sagacity, 
And in virtue when the lean yealll exact their toll. 
Weep over Shayba the praiseworthy, whose face 
lIIumined the darlr.eat night, like the moon at the full, 
Who watered the pilgrilT1!l, lOnofhim who broke bread,' 
And'AbduManlf that Fihn lord, 
Who uneo\'ered Zlmzam by the Sanctuary, 
\\'hose control of the water was a prouder boast than any man' •. 
Lei every captive in his miscry weep for him 
And the family of Qu,ayy, poor and rich alike. 
Noble are hislOnl, both young and old, 
They have Iprung from theeggs ofa hawk, 
Qufayy who oppoaed Kinina all of them, 
And guarded Ihe temple in wea1and woe. 
Thoughfale andiu changes bon:himaway, 

�: �e�� be��::;t ��I��=t:e�hievement, 

Bold in attack, like veryapears. 
AbQ 'Utba who gave me his gift, 
White blood camels of the purest white. 
i:larnza lilr.e Ihe moon at the fuJI rejoicing to give, 
Chute and free from treacherr, 
And 'Abdu Manifthe glorious, defender of hi a honour. 
Kind to his kindred,gcntle to his relativn. 
Their men an: the best of men, 
T���i:�:g men like the offspring of kings who neither perish nor 

\Vhenever youmeetoneof theirsciona 
You will find him going in the path of his forefathers. 
They filled the vale with fame and glory 
Wh en  rivalry and good worlr.s had kmgbeen practised,' 
Among them are pat buildelll and buildings, 
'Abdu Maniftheir grandfather being the repairer of their fortunes. 
When he married 'Auf 10 his daughter to give us prote<:tion 
From our enemies when the BanQ Fihr betrayed us, 
We went through the land high and low under his protection, 
Until our cameil could plunge into theaea 

They lived as towll$ffien while lOme wen: nomads 

' Cf. p. 66. Or, 'lhmfOftbo fOOd Hhhim (IOWooyr f« Iil.u .. b) 
• Cf. S>1", •.• 43·Vic .... ith onc anothc. in fOOd _'u· . •  ndd. '. Sl fo,oru.'*oftbo n.bi .... 



78 Tiu Lift of Muhammad 

None but the sheikhs of Banu 'Amr' were there, 
They built many housc:s and dug wells 
Whose wate� flowed as though from the great sca 
That pilgrims and others might drink of them, 
When they hastened to them on the morrow of the sacrifice, 
Three days thcir camels lay 
Quietly betwccn themountailUand thebijr. 
Dfoldwe had lived in plenty, 
Drawing our water from Khumm or al-I�afr. 
They forgot wrongs oormallya\'enged, 
And overlooked foolish slander, 

r��Y
t:��t��1 �:�h�I::�1 ���:���u !Jakr. 

D Kh�rija, 1 when I die cease not to thank them 
Until you arc laid in the grave, 
And forget not Ibn Lubn�'s kindncss, 
A kindncss that merits thy gratitude. 
And thou Ibn Lubnl art from Qu}aYY when gcnea.logict are .ought 
Where man's highcst hopc is attained, 
Thysclfhas gained the height of glory 
And joined it 10 its root in valour. 
Surpassing and exceeding thy people in gcnerosity 
As a boy thou wast superior to every Iibcral chief. 
Thy mother will be a pure pearl of Khuzl'a, 
When expcrienccd gcnealogists one day compile a roll. 
To Ihe herocs of Sheba she can be traccd and belongll 

�:� ;���ir
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And Dhu Jadan and Abii'I-Jabr are of her people, and 
As'ad who [cd the pcop[e fortwcnty years 
Assuring victory in those lands (120). 

�1��l\��n�;'!i�� Khud'itc bewailing 'Abdu'I-Mu\!a.lib and the IOns of 

o wandner ever changing thy dircction. 
Why hut thou not ukcd ofthe family of 'Abdu Maniifl 
Good God. if you had lino,d in their homcland 
They would have saved you from injury and unworthy marriages; 
Their rich mingle with their poor 
So that thcir poor are all their· wealthy. 
Munificcnt when timcs were bad, 
Who tra\'c1 withthe caravans of Quraysh 
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are stormy 
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Since you have perished, o man of great dttda, 
Never huthenecklaceofa �'OflUndrooped over yourlike' 
Save your father alone, thatgeneroul man, and 
The bountiful Munalib, father ofhia gueau. 

When 'Abdu'I-MunaIib died his ton al_ 'Abbls took charge of Zamzam 
and the watering of the pilgrims, although he was the youngat of his 
father', tolll. When Islam c:ame it was still in his handB and the apostle 
confirmcd hil right to it and so it remains with the family ofal-'Abbls to 
thil day. 

ABO rALIB BECOMES CUARDIAN OF THE APOSTLE 

Afterthedeathof 'Abdu'!-MunaIib the apostle livcd with hiauncieAbu 
Tllib, for(lOthey allege) the former hadoonfidcd himto hiacarebecauae 
he and 'Abdullah, the apostle'l father, were brothers by the same mother, 
Filima d. 'Amr b. 'A'idh b. 'Abd b. 'lmrin b. Makhzum (Ial). It wu 
Abu T�lib who used to lookafterthe apostie after the death ofhia grand
father and he bei;ame one of his family. 

Yal;1y� b. 'Abb�d b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr told me that his father told 
him that there was a man of Lihb (ua) who was a seer. Whenever he came 
to Mecca the Quraysh used to bring thtir boYI to him so that he could look 
at them and tell theirfortune:s. So Abu Tl1lib brought him along with the " $  
others while he was still a boy. The seer looked at him and then something 
claimed hia lttention. That diaposed of he cried, 'Bring me tha! boy.' 
When Abu Tllib saw his eagemeu he hid him and the seer began to say, 
'Woe to you, bring me that boy IlIaw ju.t now, tor by Allah he has a great 
future.' But Abu Tllib went away. 

THE STORV OF BAI;IIRA 

AbU T�lib had planned to go in a merchant cara,'.n to Syria, and when all 
prepar.tionl had been made for the journey, the apostlcof God, so they 
allege, .ttached himaclf clotely to him so that hc took pity on him and Bli d 
that he would take him with him, and that the two of them should never 
part; or worda to that effect. When the caravan reaehed B��in Syria, 
there was a monk there in his cell by 'the name of nal;1i�, who was well 
versed in the knowledge of Christians. A monk had always occupied that 
cell. There he pined his knowledge from a book that was in thecetl, 1O 

:��:�����:�;�;��;';:�;I;;;��;;o;� 

���t§��?2�EY:�!"���:���iu� 



The Life of Muhammad 

paseed byhimin theputandhe neverspoke tothemor tookany notiee 
of them until this yelr, and when they stopped near his eell he made a 
great feast for them. It is alleged that that was because of something he 
aaw while in hi, cell. They allege that while he was in his cell he saw the 
aposde of God in Ihe carann when Ihey approached, with a cloud over· 
shadowing him among the pcoplc. Then theycaIDe and sloppcd in the 
shadow of a tree near the monk. ]-le looh-d at the cloud when it o\"er· 
shadowed the tree, and its branchCl were bending and drooping over the 
apostle of God until he Will in the shadow beneath it. When Ba�ira aaw 
that, he cameoUf of his cell and.cnt word 10 them,· 'I h:l\'c prepared food 
for you, 0 men ofQuraysh, and I should like you all to come both great 
and small, bond and free.' One of them uid to him, 'By God, Ba�iri! 
something extraordinary has happcned today, you userl not to IfClt us so, 
and we have often passed by you. What hu befallen you today?' He 
aJUwered, 'You are righl in what you say, but you are guests and I wish to 

116 honour you and give you food so that you may eat.' So they gathered 
together with him, leaving thc. apo&de of God behind with the baggage 
under the tree, on accoullt of his extreme youth. When Ba�iri looked at 
the pcople he did not.ce the mark which he knew and found in hit books,' 
so he said, 'Oo IlOt let one of you remain behind and nOt come to my feast.' 
They told him that no one who ought to come had remained behind exeept 
a boy who wu the youngest of them and had stayed with their baggage. 
Thereupon he told them to invite him to come to the meal with them. One 
of the men of Quraysh uid, 'By al-Ut and ai·'Uzd, we ate to blame fOT 
leaving behind the son of 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu'I.i\lullalib: Then he got up 
and embraced him and made him sit with the people.· When B�ira saw 
him he stared athim closcly, looking at bit body and finding traces of hit 
deteription (in the Christian books). When the people had finished eating 
andgoneaWlly,tB�IIi. g<ltup and !lllid tohim,'Boy, l askyouby al.L�t 
and al·'Uzd to answer my question.' Now Ba\:Ur� said this only beeause 
he had heard his peopk lwearing by these gods. They allege that the 
apo&t1e ofGodsaidtohim,'Oonotaskmeby al.Llt andal.'Uzzl, forby 
Allah nothing is more hateful to me than these two.' Ba�ir� answered, 

����! �;I�k t�:� m::;��h:k������e! '�Te :,:��o;n
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sleep, and his habits,' and his affairs generally, and what the apostle of God 
told him coincided with what Ba�ir� knew of his dClCription. Then he 
looked at ht. baek and uw the seal of prophet hood between hi • •  houlden 
tin the very plaee dClCribl:d in his book (113).t When he had finishcd he 
went to his uncle Abu Tllib and asked him what relation this boy wat to 
him, and when he told him he wu his son, he said that he wu not, for it 
could not be that the father of thi. boy wu alive. 'i-Ie is my nephew,' he 

' Li •. ·wi.h him' ' hay'a,pt,hop. ·hi.body' • • T. 'lCn' ....,rd lO in'·i,. tI�nl .ll' .n<l omi .. poour: ."<hna- ·peopl.·.· 
f · · · f  ']'.-, 
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TIIE SACRILECIOU$ WAR (1:24) 

This war broke out when the apostle was twenty years of age. h was so 
called because these twO tribes, Kin3na and Qays 'AyIAn, fought in the 
sacred month. The chief of Quraysh and Kin5na was I�arb b. Umayya b. 
'Abdu Shams. At the beginning of the day Qaya got the upper hand but 
by midday victory wen� to Kinana (uS). 

TilE APOSTLE OF GOD MARRIES KIIADTjA (126) 

Khadija was a merchant woman of dignity and wealth. She used to hire 
men to carry merchandise outside the country on a profit-aharing basis, for 
Quraysh were a people gi\'en to commerce:. Now when .he heard about 
theprophet'struthfulnCS$, trustworthiness,and honourablecharacter, she 
r;cnt for him and proposed that he should take her goods to Syria and trade 
with them, while ahe would pay him more than .he paid others. He was to 
take a lad ofhers caUed Mllysara. The apostle of God accepted the propo
sal, and the two set forth until they came to Syria. 

Theapostle itopped in theshade ofa lreeneara mon!!:l tell,whenthe 
monk came up to Maysara and asked who Ihe man was who was resting 

I�O beneath the tree. He told him that he was of Quraysh, the people who held ���a
t
�c��:

s
���d the mon!! exclaimed: 'None but a prophet ever sat 

Then the prophet !iOld the goods he had brought and bought what he 
wanted to buy and began the return journey to Mecca. The story goes 
that at the height of noon when the heat was intense as he rode hil beast 
Maysara saw two angels shading the apostle from the lun', rays. When he 
brought Khadija her property she .old it and it amounted 10 double or 
thereabouts. Maysara lor his part told her about the two angels who 
ahaded him and of the monk's word •. Now K.hadija was a determined, 
noble, and intelligent woman pos:sc:ssing the properties with which God 
willed to honour her. So when Maysara told her these things she sent to 
the apostle of God and-so the story goes-said: 'Oson ofmy uncle I like 
you because of our relationship and your high reputation among your 
people, your trostworthinea and good character and trothfulneas.' Then 
she proposed marriage. Now Khadlja at that time was the best bom 
woman in Quraysh, ofthe greatest dignity and, too, the richest. All her 
people were eager to get possess.ion ofher wealth if it were possible. 

Khadija was the daughter of Khuwaylid b. Aud b. 'Abdu'l-'Um b 
Qu�ayy b. Kihib h. Mum b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghillib b. Fihr. Her 
mother was Falima d. Z�'ida b. al-A�mm b. Raw31)a b. I;iajar b. 'Abd b. 
l\Ia'i� b. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy b . .  Gh31ib b. Fihr. ncr mother was Hilla d. 
'Abdu l\hnU b. al_I;larith b. 'Amr b. Munqidh b. 'Amr b. Ma'i, b. 'Amir 
b. Lu'ayy b. Ghiilib b. Fihr. IHla'$ mother was Qilaba d. Su'ayd b. Sa'd b. 
Sahm b. 'Amr b. Hu�an b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghilib b. Fihr. 
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The apostle of God told his unc1es of Khadija'i proposaJ, and his uncle 
ijamza b. 'Abdu'I;Mu!!aJib went with him to Khu\\'aylid b. Asad and 
askrd for her hand and he married her (1Z7). 

She was the mothero(all the apost!e'lchildren except Ibrihim, namely 131 
al-Qbim (whereby he was known as Aba'l-Qnim); al·Tahir, al-Tayyib,' 
Zaynab, Ruqayya, Umm Kuhhiim, and Btima (u8). 

Al-Qbim, al-Tayyib, and al-Tilhir died in paganism. All his daughters 
lived into Islam, embraced iI, and migrated with him to Medina (129). 
Khadija had told Waraqa b. Naufal b. Asad b. 'Abdu'l-'Uzzl, who was 

her cousin and a Christian who had studied the scriptures and was a 
scholar, what her slave May!lara had told her that the monk had said and 
how he had llten the two angeb s}u,ding him. He !laid, 'If this il true, 
Khadlja, "erily Muhammad is the prophet of this people. I knew that a 
prophet of this people was to be expected. Hi, lime h2!l come,' or words 
10 lhal effcet, Waraqa .... 'IS findinglhe time of waiting wearisome and used 
to say 'How long?' Some linesofhison lhe theme are: 

I perseverrd and was persistent in remcmbcring 
An anxiety which often evoked tears. And 
Confirmatory evidence kcpt coming from Kbadija 
Long have I had to wait, 0 Khadija, 
In the vale of Mecca in spite of my hope 
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O\'erroming those who would oppose him. 
And tbat a glorious light lhould appear in the land 

�!':����n���:� �:�;��,. 
Would that I might be therlf then to aee, 
For I .hould be the first of hi • •  upporten, 
Joining in that which Qurayah hate 
However loud they ahout in that Mecca of theirs. 
I hope to ascend through him whom they all dislike 
To thc Lord of the Throne though they arc c$t down. 
b it folly not to disbelicl'e in Him 
Who chose him Who raised the.tarryheights? 

���: :l� tlh::' It�::�;:��rsd��: confusion. 
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Quraysb decided to rebuild the Ka'bawhen the aposde .... 'aS thirty-five 
yearsofage (T. fifteenyean afterthe sacrilegious war). They were plan
ning to roof it and feared to demoli,p it, for it was made of loose atone8 
above a man'. height, and they wanted to raiae it and roof it because men 
hadltolen part of the treasure of the Ka'ba wbich used to be in a well in 
the middle of it. The treature was found with Duwayk a freedman or 
B.Mu12Yb b.'Amr ofKhuzl'a (IJo). Quraysh cut his hand offi they uy 
that the pcople wholtole the treasure depotoited it with Ouwayk. 

T. 113S (1'. Among those aUipected were al.I;Urith b. 'Arnie b. Naufal, and AbU 
lhlb b. 'AzIz b. Oa)'ll b. Suwayd al-Tamimi who ahared the same mother, 
and Abu Lahab b. 'Abdu'I-Munalib. QuraYlh alleged that it Wat they 
who took the Ka'ba', treasure and deposited it with Ouwayk. a freedman 
of B. Mulayl;l, and when Qun)'llh .Ulpected them they informed againll 
Ouwayk and 10 his land was cutoff. It wasaaid that they had left it with 
him, and people aaythat when Oura)'lh felt tcrtainthat the treuure had 
been with al-l;llrith they took him to an Arab IOrceressand in her rhymed 
uttcnanccs lhe dccrccd that heahouJd notenterMeccaforten yeaa be
cauac he had profancd Ihe aanctilY of the Ka'ba. They allcge that he was 
driven out and livcd in the Burrounding country for len year1.) 

Now . ship belonging to a Greek merclant had been cast ashore at 
Judda and became atotalwreck. They took its limbers and got them ready 
to roof the Ka'ba. It happened that in Mecca there was a Copt who was a 
carpenter, 10 everything they needed wat ready to hand. Now a snake 
used 10 come out of the well in which the sacred offerings were thrown Ind 
lun itselfe\'ery day on the wall of the Ka'ba. It 'A'lS an object of terror 
bccausc whene\'er anrone came near itit raised its head and made a nastling 
noisc lndopened itsmouth,lO thatthey wereterrified ofit. While itwu 
Ihussunning itself one day, God sent a bird which seized it and flew off 
with it. Thereupon Qura)'lh said, 'Now we may hope that God is pleased 

UJ with what we propose to do. We have a friendly craftsman, we ha\'e got 
the wood and God hat rid us of the Bnake: When they had decided to pull 
it down and rebuild it AbU Wahb b. 'Amr b. 'A'idh h. 'Abel b. 'Imlin b. 
MakhzUm (13t) gotupand took a stone from thc Ka'ba and it leapt outof 
his hand ao that it rctumed to its placc. Hc uid, '0 OUrl)'llh, do not 
bring into thi. building ill-gotten gains, thc hire o f a  harlot, normoncy 
taken in usu!')[, nor anything resulting from wrong and violcntc.' People ;;:"u!:u:is saying to al-Walid b. al-Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. 

'Abdullah b. AbU Naj!� ai-Mall! lold me (hat he was told on the 
.uthority of 'Abdullah b. $afwm b. Umayya b. Khalaf h. Wahb b.l:Iudhll.fa 
b. Jumai} b. 'Amr b. H�)1 b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy that he uw a IOn of Ja'd. 
b. Hubayra b. Abu W.hb b. 'Amr circumambulating the temple, and when 
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be inquirt<! about him he was told who he was. 'Abdullah b. �afwln laid, 
'It was the grandfather of this man (meaning Abu Wahb), who took the 
atone from the Ka'ba when Quraysh da:ided to demolish iI and it 'PI'Vl8 
from his hand and returned to its place, and iI was he who aaid Ihe word. 
which have just been quoted.' 

Abu Wahb was the maternal uncle of the apostle'. father. He was a 
noble of whom an Arab poctsaid 

If l made my camel kn«1 at Abu Wahb'.door, 
It would stan the morrow's journey wllh well 6l1t<! saddle-bagt; 
lie was the noblcat ofthe two branchts of Lu'ayy b. Ghllib, 
When noble lineagc is reckoned. 

��!u:n��s:��c:�: �i���c��:I:�f�::l in giving, 

A great pile ofashea lie beneath his coolc.ing-pot, 
He fills his disheawith bread toppcd by luscious mcat.' 

Then Ouraysh divided the work among them; the lCCtion ncar the door 
was assigned to B. 'Abdu Manif and Zuhra_ The apace between the black ,� 
stone and the southern comer, to B. Makhziim and the Quraysbite tribe. 
which were attached to them. The back of the }(a'ba to B. Jumal;t and 
Sahm, the two son. of 'Amr b. Hu�Y1 b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy. The side of the 
�jj, to n. 'Abdu'I-Oilr b. Ou�ayy and to B. Asad b. al-'Unli b. Outayy, 
and to B. 'Adly b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy which ia the l:Iatim. 

The people were afraid to demolish the temple. and wilhdrew in awe 
(rom it. AI-Walid b_ al-Mugbin said, 'I wil l begin the demolition.' So he 
took a pick-axe, went up to it uying the while, '0 God, dO nol bc afraid' 
(13l), 0 God, we intend only what is best: Then he demo lished the part 
at the two corneTl.1 That night the people watched, uying, 'We will look 
out; ifhe is Imitten we won't destroy any more of it and will restore it II it 
wu; but if nothing happens to him then God is pleased ",ith what we arc 
doing and we will demolish it: In the.morning al-Walid returned to the 
work of demolition and the people worked with him, until they got down 
tothe foundation·of Abraham.· They cameon greenstoncslikecamtl'l 
humptljoincd one to anothcr. 

A certain traditionist told me that a man of Qura)'Ih inserted a crowbar 
bctwecn tWO!lonC!l in order to gct oneofthem out, and when he moved tbc 
Itone the whole of Ma:ca shuddered la they left the foundation alone. 
{T. so thcyhad reached the foundatioll.) 

I was told that Ouraysh found in the corner a writing in Syriac. They 
could not understalld it until a Jew read it for them. It was as follow.: 'I 
amAllahtheLordof Bak\c.a, I created itonthedaylhat! crcatedhca\·en 

I Prof ...... Affifi ... mind. _ '''''''bcoecond halfof 'hlt �.I'M " rnniru.c..n' or l'''l'II.''.I-
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and earth and formed the.un and moon, and l .urrounded it with seven 
pious angels. lt wililtandwhileitstwo mountains ltand, a bleMing toill 
people with milk and water,' and 1 was told that they found in the maq4m 
a writing, 'Mecca il God'. holy house, its sustenance comes to it from three 
directions; let its people not be the firlt to profane it.' 

Layth b. AbU Sulaym alleged that they found a stone in the Ka'ha forty 
years before the prophet'. mission, if what Ihey 5ay is lrue, rontainingthe 

I�' inscription 'He thatlOweth good shall reap joy; he that IOweth evil shall 
rcap sorrow ; can you do evil and be re .... -arded with good? Nay, aa grapes 
cannot bc gathered from thoms." 

The tribes of Quraysh gathered stones for the building, each tribe 
collecting them and building by itself until the building wasfini.hed up to 
the blackstone, where controversy arolC, each tribe wanting to lift it to ita 
place, until they went their se\'eral ways, formed alliances, Ind got ready 
for battle. The D. 'Abdu'I-Dlr brought a bowl full of blood; then they 
snd the D. 'Adly b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy pledged themsclvesunto death and 
thrust their hands into the blood. For this reason they were called the 
blood-licken. Such wu the IIate ofaffain for four or five nigha, and then 
Qunyth gathered in the mosque and toolt counsel and were equslly 
divided on Ihequellion. 

A traditioni.! alleged that AbO. Umayya b. al.Mughlra b. 'Abdullah b. 
'Umar b. Makhzl1m who was at that time the olde" man of QuuYlh, urged 
them to make the fint man to enter the gate of the mosque umpire in the 
matter in dispute. They did 10 and the firat to rome in wuthe apoetleof 
God. When they saw him they said, 'Thi. i. the trustworthy one. We are 
satisfied. This is Muhammad.' When he came 10 them and they informed 
him of the matter he said, 'Gi,'e me • cloak,' and when it wu brought to 
him he took theblaclt atone and put it inaide it and Blid that each tribe 
Ihould take hold of an end of the cloalt and theyahould lift it togethe r. 
They did this 10 that when they got it into po$ition he placed it with hi 8 
own hand, and then building went on above it. 

QuraYlh used to call the apostle of God before re\'e!ation came to him, 
'the truatworthy one'; and when they had finilhed the building, according 
to their desire, al.Zubayr the son of 'Abdu'l-Munalib Blid about the In alte 
which made the Qurayah dread rebuilding the Ka'ba: 
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When we planned to rebuild the Ka'ba 
lt terrificd ua for it .... 'lII fearaome. 
When we feared its attaclt, down carne the eagle, 
DeadlYSlraightin ialwoop, 
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Through it did God honour the sons of Lu'ayy, 
Its foundalion was cver associated with them, 
Ilanu 'Adiy and Murra had gathered thcrc, 
Kilabha\'ing pre<:cdcd thcm, 
For this the Kingaett]cd us therein power, 
For reward is to be sought from God (13J). 

I do not know whether it was before or after the r�r of the elephant that 
QuMlyth invented the idea ofl;lums and put it into practice. TheY llid, 
'We Ire the sons ofAbMlham, the people ofthe holy territory, Ihe guardi an. 
of the temple and the citizens of l\'Iecca. No other Arabs have rights like 
ours ora polition like ours. The Arabt recognize none as they recognize 
u., .o do not attach the same importance to the outside country as you do 
tothe nnctuary, for if you do Ihe AMlbs will de.pise your taboo and will 
ny, "They hne given the ume importance to the outside land as to the 
IIcred territory.'" So they ga\'e up the halt at 'Arafa and the departure 
from it, while they recognized that these were institutions oflhe pilgriffi3ge 
and the religion of Abraham. They considered that other Arabs should 
hall there and depart from Ihe placc ; but theYllid, 'We are the people of 117 
the aanCluary, so it is not fitting that we ahould go oul from thepcred 
territory and honour olher place. as we, thel;lums, honour that; for the 
l;Iuml .rethepeopleofthe sanctuary: They then procecded to deal in the 
ume way with Arabs who were born within and without the aacred terri. 
tory. Kin�na and Khuzl'ajoined with them in this (134). 

The Bums went on 10 introduce innovations for which they had no uB 
warMlnt. They thought it wrong that they should eat cheese made of sour 
milk or clarify butter while they were in a atate of taboo. They would not 
entertentaofcamd-hairorseekshelterfromthesunexceplin lealherlents 
while they were in this stale. They wenl further and refused to allow 
thoac outside the lraram to hring food in with them when they came on the 
gre3t or little pilgrimage. Nor could they circumambulate the house except 
in the gannents ofthe l:Iums. If they had no luch garments they had to go 
round naked. If any man or woman felt tcruplea when they had nolrumI 
gannents, then they could go round in theirordinaryc1otha; but they had 
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to throw them away afterwards so that neither they nor anyone else could 
make use of them.' 6 

TheArabt called these clothes 'the cast-off'. They impoaed all these 
restrictions on the Arabs, whoaccepted them and halted at'Arafat, hastene d 
from it, and circumambulated the hou!lt naked. The men at least went 
naked while thewomenlaid aside all theirclothes ex�pl a .hifl wide optn 
b.ack or front. An Arab woman ..... oo ..... as going round the holUe Ihus said: 

Today some or all of it can be seen, 
Butwhat canbe Ktn l do not makecommonpropertyl 

Those who went round in the clothes in which they came from outside 
Ihrew Ihem a ..... ayso that neither they nor anyone else could mue use of 

U9 them. An Arab mentioning some clothes which he had discarded and 
could notget again andyet wanted, said 

It'. grief enough that I .hould retum to her 
As though Ihe were a tabooed cast-off in front of the pilgrims. 

i.e. she could not be touched. 
This Slate of affaiD lasted until God !ltnt Muhammad and revealed to 

him when He gave him the lawl of His religion and the customs of the 
pilgrimage : 'Then hasten onward from the place whence men huten 
onwards, and ask pardon of God, for God is forgiving, merciful.'l The 
words are addressed to Quraysh and 'men' refer to the Arabe. So in the :;:!::o!��et:!as�:nht����� them up to 'Araf�t and ordered them 10 halt 

In reference to their prohibition of food and clothC!l at the temple such 
as had been brought from outside the aacred territory God revealed 10 him 
'0 Sons of Adam, wear your clothes It every mosque and eat and drink and 
be not prodigal, for He loves not the prodigal. Say, Who has forbidden the 
clolheswhich God has brought forth for Hisscrvants and the good things 
which He has provided? Say, They on the day of resurrection will be only 
for those who in thi.slife believed. Thus do we explain the.igns for people 
who have knowledge.'J Thus God sct aside the restrictions of the l:huJU 
and the innovations of Quraysh against men's interests when He sent His 
a��;;:� ��I��o. Bakr b. Muhammad h. 'Amr b. J:lazm from 'Uthmln 
b. Abu Sulaymln b. J ul»yr b. Mu!,im from his uncle Nl/i.' h. Jubayr from 
hi, father Jubayr h. Mul'im said: 'I saw God'. apostle berore revelation 
came to him and 10 he was halting on his beast in • An.f�t with men in the :j����! hi. tribe until he quitted it with them-a special grace from God 

' Tho lurvival of.he idHof conlqiouo ·holiMM· .. l>M:h_ .hoonc hand p""hihi.ed .... 
inlroduction ofp""f.n.food lnlO l"" .. nct\1lry. ond wh�n ;. could not p_. the in.""'...,.. 
tion of prof • ..., cloth ••• forb.d • • h.iruM for oommon purpooco lf"" th.y had com. i .. 
conuct wilh laboo. would Iftm 10  indico, . ... antiquity fl< , ........ hon .ho. aoerilxd 10 
theeo p-ma horo . 

• SoltI2. '95. 
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Kinlna, Khud'a, al·Aus and a1.Khuraj, Jutham, B. Rabl". b. 'Amir 
b. $a'sa'a. Azd Shanu'a, Judham, Zubayd, B. Dhaltwin of B. 
Salim, 'Arne al-Lat, Thaqlf, Ghalafln, Ghauth, 'Adwln, 'All�r, and 
QuQ�'a. When Qurayah let an Arab marry one of their women they 
stipulated that theoffspringahould bean AI;l.InasI following their reli gion 
Al-Adram Taym b. Ghalib b. Fihr b. l\Ulik b. a1-N'Qr b. Kinlna married 
his &on Majd to the daughter of Taym RabI'a b. 'Amir b. $a',a'a .tipulat
ing that his children from her should follow thc runnQ of Qurayah. hisin 
rcfcrcntt tohcr that Labid b. Rabi'ab. Ja'faral-KillbTsa.id: 

My pcople watered the IIOnl of Majd and I 
Water Numayr .nd the tribel ofHilAI. 

Manaur b. 'Ikrima b. Kllapfa b. Qa) .. b. 'Aylin married Salm:. d. Oubay'a 
b. 'All b. Ya',ur b. Sa'd b. Oaf' b. 'Aylin and she bore to him Hawazin. 
When he fellserioUily ilIlhc vowed that ifhc recovered she would makc 
him a l;Iums, and when he recovered shc fulfilled her \·ow . . . .  Thel;lums 
strietly ob!leryed the sa.ered months and nC\'er wronged their proteges 
therein nor wronged anyone therein. They went round the Ka'ba wearing 
their clothC!l. Ifonc ofthcm before and at the beginning of Islam was in a 
state of taboo if he happened to beonc of the housedwellers, i.e. living in 
housesorvillagct, he would dig a hole at the back of his hou.se and go in 
and out by it and not enter by the door. The !:Iums uscd to say, 'Do not 
respect anything profane and do not go outside Ihe sacred area during thc 
�ajj: sotheycut short therilesofthc pilgrimage andthchaltat 'Arafa,il 
being in the profane area, and would not halt at it or go forth from it. 
They madc their stopping-place at the extreme end of thc sacred territory 
at Namira at the open space of al-Ma'zimin, Slopping there the night 0 r 
'Arafa and shdtering by day in thc trees of Namira and starting from it to 
al-Muzdalifa. When the sun turbaned the tops of the mountaint they set 
forth. They were caIled !:Iums becausc of their strictness in their religion . 
. . .  The ycarof l�udaybiya the prophet entered hi. house. Oneof thc 
An�k ..... aa with himand he stopped at the door, ClCplaining that he was an 
Al;tmaal. The apostle sa.id, 'I am an Al)masi too. My religion and yours 
arethellme'.S(\ theAn�rIwentinto thchouse bythedoorashellwthe 
apostle do. 

Outsiders used to circumambulate the temple naked, both mcn and 
women. The B. 'Amir b. $a',a'a and 'Akk were among those who did thus. 
When I woman went round naked she would put onc hand behind her and 
theothcrin front.Jl 

' A rruldeol mo<efollows inlh e n,meofl. ·Abbb. h i. d oub.ful ,,· he l he r i. com .. 
from 1.1., bea._ u-,II II><,.., i. ,,",W maHer in i •• t ome .tal�men .. wllod. """", in .1>< fo"' ........ . rcrq>Uled,to, ... 'i.i. probable ..... "hqorcached Ao.raqlfrom.nothc'_=. Intboforc ........ l h ... e tnnala.ed only pauqea .. ·h;chpruvide ... ditiotWinformaclon 
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130 Jewish rabbis, Christian monks, and Arab lOOthaayen had spoken lobout 
Ihe apostle of God before hi. mission when hil lime drew nelor. As to the 
rabbis andmonks, itwa!l abouthis d�ription andthe description ofhis 
time which they found in their scripturt$ and what their propheu had 
enjoined upon them. As to the Aub IOOthsayen they had been visited by 
8atana from thejinn with reporU whieh they had secretly overheard befo re 
they were prevented from hearing by being pelted with stan. Male and 
female lOOthsayers continued to let fallmentionofsomeof these mattel'1l 
to which the Arabs paid no attention until God sent him and these Ihings 
which had been mentioned happened and Ihey recognizc:d them. When 
the prophel'amiasion came the satanJ were pfevented from liJtening and 
they could not occupy theaeat. in whieh theyused to lit and lleallhe 
heavenly tidings for they were pelted withltan, and thejinn knew that 
that was due!o an order which God had commanded concerning mankind. 
God said to His prophet Muhammad when He sent him as he w-as telling 
him about the jinn when they were prevented from listening and knew 
what they knew and did not deny what tryeytaw; 'Say, It has been revealed 
to me that a numberofthejinn lillened and said "We have heard awonde r
ful Quran which guides to the right path, and we believe in it and we will 
not associate anyone with our Lord and that He (exalted be the glory of 
our Lord) hath not chosen a wife or a son. A foolish one among us used to 
speak lies against God,and we had thought men andjinn would nolSpeak 
a lie againat God and that when men look refuge with the jinn, they 
inereuedlheminre"olt,"endingwithlhewords: "\\'eusedtolitonplaces 
therein to listen; he who listens now find. a flame waiting for him. We do 
not know whether evil is intended against those that are on eanh or whether 
their lord willhes to guide them in the right path"." When thejinn heard 
the Quran they knew that they had heen prevented from listening before 
Ihat 10 that revelation should not be mingled with newll from heaven 10 
that men would be confused with the tidings which came from God abdut 
it when the proof came and doubt Wat removed; so they believed and 
a(knowledged the truth. Then 'They returned to their people warning 
them, saying, 0 our people we h"'e heard a book which was revealed after 
Moses confinning what went before it, guidillg to the truth and to the 
uprightpath.'l 

In reference to thesaying ofthejinn, 'lhat men took rcfuge with them 
andthey increased themin revolt', Arabs ofthe Qurarsh andothertwhen 
they werejoumeying and stopped al the bollom ofa vale topasa a night 

11' Iherein used to say, 'I take refuge in the lord of this nlley of the jinn to
night from the evil that is therein' (13S). 
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y.'ql1b b. 'Utba b. al-Mughira b. al-Akhnas told me that he was in
formed that the fint Arabs to be afraid of falling sun when they were 
pelted wilh them were this dan of Thaqlf, and that they came to one of 
their tribesmen called 'Amr b. Umayya, one of B. 'I1�j who was a most 
auute and shrewd man, and asked him if he had noticed this pebing 
with lIan. He aaid: 'Yes, but wait, for if they are the well-known stan 
which guide travellen by land and sea, by which the seasons of summer 
and winler are known to help men in their daily life, which are being 
thrown, thcn by God! it means the end of the world and th .. destruc
tion of all that is in it. Hut if they remain conBtant and other stan are 

�:ti����wn, then it is for some purpose which God intends toward, 

Muhammad b. Muslim b. Shihlb al-ZuhrT on the authorit y o f 'Allb. 
al-l;Iusayn b. 'Ali b. Abu T�lib from 'Abdullah b. al-'Abbb from a number 
ofthe Anflr mentioned that the .poade of God aaid to them, 'What were 
you .. ying .bout this shooting IUrl' They replied, 'We were .. ying, I 
king i. dead, I king has been appointed, I child is born, a child hudied: 
He replied, 'ltisnolso,butwhenGodhu decrudlOmething concerning 131 

Hil creation the bearen of the throne hear it and praise Him, and those 
below them praise Him, and those lower ttill praise Him because they 
have praised, and this goes on until the praise descends to the lowest 
heaven where they praise. Then they uk each other why, and are told 
that it i. because those above them have done 10 and they say, "Why 
don't you ult those abo\'e you the reason l", and 10 it goes on until 
they reach the bearenofthe tbrone who say thlt God has decreed 10-
and-lO concerning His creation andthe ne\\,. descendt from heaven to 
heaven to the lowest heaven where they diJcu .. it, and the :.atans steal it 
by listening, mingling it with conjeclure and fabe intelligence. Thenthey 
com'ey it to the IOOIh.sayen and tell them of it, sometimes being wrong 
and sometimes right, and so the IIOOthsa)'en are lOmetimes right and 
IOmetimes wrong. Then God .hut off the satans by these stan with 
which they were pelted, so IIOOthsaying has been cut off today. and no 
longerexi.u.' 

'Amr b. Abu Ja'far from Mubammad b. 'Abdu'I-Ra�m�n b. Abu Labiba 
from 'AlI b. al-l;Iusayn b. 'Ali told me the lame tradition as that or Ibn 
Shihlb. 

A learned penon told me that a woman of B. Sahm caned al-Ghaytal.a 
who was a soothsayer in the time of ignorance was visited by her familiar 
.pirit onenight. He chirped beneath her,' then he said, 

I know what I know, 
The day of wounding and Ilaughter. 

I Tho rHdm, h.t .. ... ria: ,he word ........ ..,.on. the ohri�k of bird. o • • M C..., .. j ... 
noloc o l . doo • • •  ndcanbe.ppliN.to . ...... ·.YO""'. lf .. ·e rnd i"'l'Ml4d. i'm ..... 'hef.1I ... . he owoop .. r .  bird. In .;cw .. f 'he .hi'l'm, .nd multcrin. of ..... 'hsaj· ... . ll lh. worit! 
onr,' ... /in, ... odlro. _ .... p .. fu.bl. 
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When the QUI'lI)'Ib heard of tbis they asked what he meant. The spirit 
came to her anotber night and chirped beneath her saying, 

�
e
�:�::s

a
�;: ��;;�� here and there.' 

When Quraysh heard of this they could not undeT'Stand it and decided to 
wait until the fulure should reveal its meaning. When the battle of Badr 
and Ui:lud look place in a glen, they knew tbatthis v.'aS the meaning of the 
spirit'.meuage (136). 

133 'Ali b. NiIi.' al-}uruhi told me that Janb, a tribe from the Yaman, had a 
toothsayer in the time ofignornnce, and when the newl of the apottle of 
Goo was blazed abroad among the Arabs, tbey nid to him, 'Look into the 
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ingon his bow. Hc raised his head toward hcavcn for a long timc and 
began to leap about and say' 

!?u��� �h� h
.:
,
:,::e:e�n

d chosen Muhammad, 

Hisatay among you, O mcn,willbe lhort. 

Then he turned and climbed up the mountain whence he had come. 
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al-Kha\tllb was sitting witb the people in the apostle's mosque, an Arab 
came in to visit him. When 'Umar taW him he &aid, 'This fellow i • •  till a 
polytheisl, he bas not ginn up his old religion yet, (or, hewd), be.aaa 
soothsayer in the time of ignorance.' The man greeted him and nt down 
and 'Umar asked him if he was a l\Iualim; he nid that he was. He pld, 
'But were you a aoothsayer in the time of ignorance?' The man replied, 
'Good God, commander of the faithful, you ha\'e thought ill of me and have 
greeled meina wlythlt I never heard you lpe:ak to anyone ofyourlub
jeca since you came into power.' 'Umar nid, 'I ask Goo', pardon. In the 

' Thitominouoondcean..;.,withanyon< .. f."..,OOtphi inoboaui'1. Wcean ......t ... , 
·Ckao ... ba' •••• ImaI',ondthlo, .. tho Mq  ... lohcr<n.iotho .... ylb"loOiqWld ... IOOd u.. 
co:o.ipa"'!>en .ho battlaof&d.ond U\l.o,o;I lOIlk pll« in ....... Bu' "uchl ' ...... Iion ;,-nota , ... fact ,hI, .ho .n<OUdm'}im (llOlf..w) m .... be. oinplar. ODd Ill) fo"" .',a, ia 
Ilnownm' ... oingul ••• Thil' .... lationcaniH wi.hh.h .. nec ... ityofnnd.rin.'hofolk> ... _ 
in. li""'h .... ·W ... mn K .. b il l)'ini pl'Ol·ntc·,.nd """' ..... n .. 'o .. lf'O unoni""' ....... . ·K.'b· uf ... to'h • •  ri"'ofK.'bb. Lu'.yy.who pl'O�id. d "",,'of 'hc.lainin .h.bo'tJ .. 

r�,:I��� ��1i.�i�f�:!'o::�r�n���F��:�;�7;�:� 
(�/'::=�t:C�':!.!'::.:c:�:::'f.:�:�Io!=:IoK�:�� i��':1'!;: 
����.7:�:;���=�':!��:,=:,b�==:'��::'::;;:, 
'1'ho ..,loetion of. wonI .UKrpliblo of ... ""'ny m ... ninp .. ·�h O>flllinl tbt nome g f .  
".U·known tribcproNfl OD u<cU.n • •  umplo ofoIKulu prophcq 
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time of ignorance we did worse than thi.; we wonhipped idols and images 
lInlil God honollred lIi -with his apostle IlIld- with Islam.' The mllIl 
replied, 'Yes, by God, I was a IOOtiulayer.' 'Umarsaid, 'Then tell me what 
(T- was the most amazing thing) your famililr spirit commllnicated to 
YOll.' He ",id, 'He came to me a month or 10 before ltlam IlIld said: 

Have YOll conaideredthejinn and theirconfllsion, 
Their religion a despair and a de1l1sion, 
Clinging to theircamels' saddle cloths in profllsion?' (137). '34 

'AbdulJah b. Ka'bsaid, Thereupon 'Umar u..id, 'I wu standing by an 
idol with I nllmber of Ihe QlIraysh in the time of ignorance when an Arab 
Ilcrillced a calf. We were.tanding by expecting to get a partofit, when I 
heard a voice more pcnetrating than I have ever heard coming out of the 
bclly oftheca1f (this wu l month or lO beforeblam), uying' 

o blood redone, 
The deed is done, 
A man will cry 
Beside God none.' (IJ8) 

SlIch is wlut 1 ha\'e becn told aboutlOOthsayers among tbe Arabt.' 

THE ]EWISH WARNING ABOUT TilE APOSTLE OF GOD 

'�im b. 'Umar b. Qatlda told me that lOme of his tribesmen u..id: 'What 
induoed us to accept hlam, apart from God's mercy and guidance, was 
what we used to hear the Jews uy. We were polytheists wonhipping 
idols, while they were people of the &eriptures with knowledge which we 
did not possess. There was continllal enmity between liS, and when we got 
thebeuerofthemllIld excitedtheir hate,they aaid,"Thetime ofa prophet 
who is to be aent Ius now come. We will kill you with his aid as 'Ad and 
lramperiahed.'" We often used tohearthemuy this. When God aent 
His apostle we accepted him when he called us to God IlIld we realized 
what their threat mellIlt and joined him before them. We believed in him 
but they denied him. Concerning us and them, God revealed the verse in 
the chapter of the Cow: "And when I book from God came to them con
firming what they already had (llIld they were fonnerly asking fOT \'ictory 
over the unbelievel1l), when what they knew came to them, they disbelieved 
it. The eurse of God is on the unbelieven."' (lJ9)' 

$ilIiJ:! b. Ibrlhim b. 'Abdu'I-lUI;tmln b. 'Auf from MaJ:!mild b. Labid, 
brother ofB. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal, from Mlama b. Sallmab. Waqsh(Mlama '35 
waspresent atBadr)uid:'Wehada JewilhneighbouramongB. 'Abdu'l
Ashhal, who came out to us one day from his house. (At that time I was the 

I A-m ... hlona< • ...,.,..nl il,;venbyS. IH-40 I Ifth.il �po" iI In.>< il incIicaleo WI 1M Meo.WUc hope .... otill.�ve amon. the AnbUn J.... • SOra �. ') • • . . . •  Noc"'T" 45' 
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youngest penon in my house, wearing a small robe and lying in the court
yard.) He spoke of the resurrection, the reekoning, the scales, paradise, 
and hell. When he spake of ther.c: thinga to the polytheists who thought 
thattheretould be no rising afterdeath,they said to him, "Coodgradou s 
man! Duyou think that such thingstould bc that men can be raised from 
the dead to a place where there is a garden and a fire in whith they wi llbc 
recompensed for their deeds?" "Yes," he said, "and by Him whom men 
swear by, he would wish that he might be in the largest oven in his house 
rather than in that fire: that they would heat it and thrust him into it an d 
plaster it O\'er if he could get out from that fire on the following day," 
When theyasked fora sign thatthis would be, hesa

i
d, pointingwithhis 

hand 10 Metta and the Yaman, "A prophet will be sent from the direction 
of this land." When they asked when he would appear, he looked at me, 
the youngest penon, and said: "This boy, ifhe !ives his natural term, will 
see him," and by Cod, a night and a day did not pass before Cod sent 
Muhammad his apostle and he was Ih'ing among us. We bclie\'ed in him, 
but he denied him in his wickedness and en\')'. When we asked, "Aren't :���� man who said these things?" he said, "Certainly, but this is not the 

'A�im b. 'Umar b. Oatilda on the authority of a shaykh of the B. Oura)'la 
said to me, '[)Q )"ou know how Tha'iaba b. Sa'ya and Asid b. Sa'ya and 
Asad b. 'Ubayd of B. Hadl, brothers of B. Ouray;a, became Muslims ? 
They were with them during the day. of ignorance j then they betame their 
masters in Islam.' When I said that I did not know, he told me that a Jew 
from Syria, Ibnu'I-l-Iayyabiln, came to UI some year:!l before !shun and dwelt 

136 among us. 'I have ne\'er I5eCn a beller man than he who was not a Muslim. 
When we were living in the time of drought we asked him to come with us 
and pray for rain. He dedined to do so unless we paid him something, 
and when we asked how much he wanted, he said, "A bushel of datCfl or 
two bushels of barley." When we had duly paid up he went outside our 
{lorra and prayed for rain for us; and by Cod, hardly had he left his pia ce 
when douds passed over us and it nined. Not once nor twice did he do 
this. Later when he knew that he wu about to die he said, "0 Jews, wh:.t 
do you think made me leave a land of bread and wine to oome to a land of 
hardship and hllng<'f?" When we said that we could not think why, he said 
that he had come to this country expetting to see the emergence of a 
prophet whose time was at hand. This was the town where he would 
mignte and he was hopmg that he would be sent so that he could follow 
him. "His time has come," he said, "and don't let anyone get to him before 
you, 0 JewI; for he will be stnt to shed blood and to take captive the ��:e�

i
:'� �hildren of those who opJ>O": him. Let not that keep you back 

When the apostle of Cod was sent and besieged B. QUray;a, those young 
men who were growing youths said, 'This is the prophet of whom Ibnu'l
I-Iayyaban testified to you.' They said that he was not; but the others 

d 
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IISRrted truat he had been accurllteJy described, tothey went and became 
Muslimsands,a"cdtheir livcs,their propcrty, and theirfamilies. Suchi. 
what 1 have becn told aboutthc Jewish rcports.' 

HOW SALMAN BECAME A MUSLIM 

��b� ;�::·���I��d�.����r�t��1
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0�a��I�u��ri;�i
�! ���:�� 

to his .. �;ords : 'I am a Peraian from Ispahin from a viUage called Jayy. My '37 

father wu the principal landowner in his viUage and I was deartr to him 
than the whole world. Hi, 10"'e for me went to such lengths that he shut 
me in his house as though I were a slave girl. I wa.lucha zealous Magian 
that I became keeper of the aacred tire, replenishing it and not lettin gitgo 
out for a moment. Now my father owned a large farm, and one day when 
he could not attend to hil farm he told me lo go to it and learn about it, 
giving mc eertain instructions. "Do not let youraelf be detained," he said, 
"because you arc more important to me than my farm and worrying about 
you will prevent me going about my busincss." So I started out for the 
farm, and when I passed by a Chrutian church I heard the "oiccs of the 
men prllying. I lr.new nothing about them because my father lr.ept me shut 
up in his house. When I heard theirvoiccs I went to see what they were 
doing; their prayers pleased me and I fdt drawn to their worship and 
thought that it was better than our religion, and I decided that I woul dnot 
leave them until sunset. So J did not go to the farm. When I asked them 
wheretheir religionoriginated,theysaid"Syria". l returncd tomy father 
who had sent after me because anxiety on my account had interrupted all 
hil work. He asked me where 1 had been and reproached me for not obey
ing his instructions. I told himthat I had passed bylOme men who ..... ere 
praying in their church and ..... aa 10 pleased with what 1 laW of their religi on 
that I stayed with them untillunset. Hesaid, "MYlOn, there is no good in 
that religion; the religion of your fatheTli is better than that." " No ," I said, 
"lt isbetterthanourreligion." My falherwas afrllid of what I would do, 10 
he bound me in fettcra and imprisoned me in his house. 

'I sent to the Christiana and asked them if they would tell me when a 
caravan of Christian merchants came from Syria. They told me, and ( laid 
tOlhem: "When they have finished their business and want lOgo back to 
their own country, ask them if they will tue me." They did 10 and I cut 
off the fetters from my feet and went ..... ith them to Syria. Arrived there I 1]8 
ukedforthe mostlearncd pcnon intheir religion andthey directed met0 
the bishop. I went to him and told him that I liked his religion and should 
like to be with him and serve him in his church, to learn from him and 10 
pray with him. He invited me to oome in and 1 did so. Now he "' .... a 
bad man who used lo oommand people to give alms and indueed them to 

, So C., bu • • he ""Jinnina of."" .. ory ounnu ..... we.hoWd rud � 'from .he Jcw;u-, hbbi.'. 
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do so and when they brought him money he put it in his own coffel"l and 
did not gil'e it to the poor, until he had colleeted se,'en jarsof gold and 
.ilver, I conceived a violent hatred for the man when I IoIIW what he Wl.ll 
doing, Sometime later when he died and the Christians came together to 
bury him I told them that he was a bad man who exhorted them and per
luaded them to gi\'e alms, and when they brought money put it in his 
wffers and gave nothing to the poor, They asked how I could possibly 
know this, 10 lied them to hil treuure and when I showed them the place 
they broughl out scven jars full of gold and sih'er, As soon u they saw 
them they said, "By God, we will never bury the feUow," so the)' crucifitd 
him and Bloned him and appointed another in his place, 

'I have never seen any non-Muslim whom I consider morc virtuoUl, 
more ascetic, more devoted 10 Ihe next life, and more consiBlcnt night an d 
da)' thanhe. I loved him as I had never lovcd anyone before. I itayed 
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would gi"e me now that he W'llS about to die. He said, "My dear IOn, I do 
notknowanyonewho is as lam. Men ha"e died and have either altertd or 
abandoned m!)fl of their true religion, except a ffianin Mautil;he foll?WI 
my failh, so join yourulf to him. So when he died and was buried, I 
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139 path. Istl)'edwithhimand found himjustashehadbeendeteribed, but 
it was not long before he died and I asked him to do forme what his pre
da:cssor had done. He replitd that he knew of only one man, in Nqlbin, 
who followed theumc: path and he recommended me to go to him.' 

'i slayed with this good man in Nqlbin for some time and when he died 
he recommended me to go to a colleague in 'Ammuriya. I .tayed with him 
for some time and laboured until I possessed some cows and a small Rock 
of sheep; then when he was about to die I asked him to recommend me to 
IOmeone else. �Ie told me that he knew of no one who followed hi. way of 
life, but that a prophet was about to arise who. would be sent with the 
religion of Abraham; he would come forth in Arabia and would migrate to 
a country between two Ian belts, between which were palms. He hu un
mistakable marks. He will eat what is given to him but not things given 
ualms. Bctween his lhoulders is the seal ofprophecy. " If you are able to 
go to that country, do so." Then he died and was buried and I llayed in 

'40 'Ammuriya as long as God willed. Then a party of Kalbite merchants 
passed by and I asked them to take me to Arabia and I would give them 
those cows and sheep of mine. They accepted the offer and look me with 
them until we reached Widi'I·Quri, when they sold me to a Jew as a .Iave. 

" ho' .. .  bb ...... ,odthe rq>elili' .. .  lyleof ..... ". .... i\"ewhi<h i • •  hol ofpopulo. • • tonc. aUtheworld"" ... Thc _ .... ... ord •• and thr  ....... d .... ill.o« .. rin�<h p&l'I(r.ph ... i.hthe 
<h&r4Je of no ...... , M'"lit. N."bin, 'Ammuriya. leadi,.. up to tM ob";"'" climu. MUMm-
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I saw the palm-uees and I hoped that this would be the town which ·my 
master had described to me, for I was not certain. Then a cousin of his 
from B. Ouray:p of Medina came .and bought me and carried me away 10 
Medina, and, by God, as lOOn as I saw it I recognized il from my muter', 
deseription. l dweltthere andthe apostle ofGodwu M'nland lived in 
Mecca; but I did not hear him mentioned because I wu fully o«upied as a 
slave. Then he migl'1lted to Medina and as I was in the top of a palm-tree 
belonging to my master, carrying out my work while my master sat below, 
luddenly a COWlin of hi I came up to him and said: "Goo smite the B. 
Qaybt They arc gathering at this moment in Quba' round a man who hu 
come to them from M«ea tooay a5M'rting that he is a prophet." (L'O) 

'When I heard this I was seized with trembling (I.p), so that I thought 
I should rail on my master; so I came down from the palm and began to 
say to hiscoWlin, "What did you say? Wbat did you lJIyr" l\'ly master 
wu angered and gave me a Imart blow, saying, "What do you mean by 
this ? Get back to your work." I said, "Never mind, I only wanted to find 
out the truth of his report." Now I had a little food which 1 had gathered, '4' 
and I took it that evening to the apostle of God who wu in Oubf and said, 
"I have heard that you are an honest man and that your companions are 
Itrange� in lI'1Il1t; here is something for aims, for I think that you have 
more right to it than others." So l gavc it to him. The apostle said to hi' 
companions, "Eatl" but he did nothold outhisown hand and didnot e at. 
1 said to mYM'lf, "That ilone;" then I left him and collected some food 
and the apostlc went to Medina. Tben I brought it to him anduid, " 1 see 
that you do IlOt cat food givcn as aims, hcrc isa preaentwhich I freelygivc 
you." The apostle ate it and gave his companiollS lOme. I said, "That's 
two;" then I came to the apostle when he was in Biql'u_'I_Gharqad' wh�re 
he had followed the bier of one of his companions. Now I had two cloaks, 
and as he was sitting with his companions, I saluted him and went round 
10 look at his back so that I could see whether the M'al which my masler 
had described to me was there. Whcn the apostle uw me looking al his 
back he knew that I was trying to find out the truth of what had been 
described to mc,so hc threw off his cloak laying bare his back and I looked 
at the seal and recognized it. Then I bent over him' kissing him' and Wttp-
ing. The apostlesaid, "ConlC here;" an I ca.me and sat before him and 
rold him my lIory as I hne !Old you, 0 b. 'Abb:'is. The apostle wanted 
his companions to hear my srory.' Then servitude occupied Salman so 
that he oould nOI be at Badrand U�udwith theapostle. 

Salm!incontinued: 'Then theaposrle..aid to me, " Write an agreemenl;" 
an I wrote 10 my mastCT agreeing to plant three hundred palm-rrees for him, 
digging outthe base, andto pay forty okcsofgold. 'I'heapo;;rle calJed on 
his oompanion! to help me, which they did: onc with thirty linle pal IDS, 
anolher with twenty, another with fifleen, and another with tcn, e ach help
ing as much as he Cl)uld until the Ihree: hundred were complete. The 

' The« ..... Uf}'OrMtdin.o .. 'hi<hlinoulOid� \ ... \o .. ·n • 0,';,. 
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apostle told me to go and dig the holes for them, saying that when I had 
.op done so he would put them in with his own hand. Helped by my corn

panions Idug the holes andcameandtold him;lOweallwentout together. 
and all we brought him the palm shoots he planted them with his own hand; 
and byGod, notol\eofthem died. Thus I had delivered the palm-trees. 
but the money wasstiU owing. Now the apostle had been given a piece of 
gold as large as a hen', egg from one of the mines' and he summoned me 
and told me to take it and pay my debt with it. "How far will this relieve 
me of my debt, 0 Apostle of God/" I said. "Take it," he replied, "for 
God will pay your d�bt with it." So I took it and weighed it out to them, 
and by God, itweighed forty okC!l, and so I paid my debt with it and Sal
man was free. I took pan with the Apostle in the battle of the Ditch II a 
frec man and thereafter I was at every other battle.' 

Yazid b. Abu i:labib from a man of 'Abdu'l-Qays from Salm1n told me 
that the latter said: 'When I said, "How far will this relieve me or my 
debti'" the apostle took it and tumed it over upon his tongue, then he said. 
"Take it and pay them in full"; so I paid them in full, forty okes." 

fr�:-!�'::�:�.'����,����: �� �����7�Yt:t �:����d
h�h

��f�:�� 
the Penlian told the apostle that his master in 'Ammuriya told him to go to 
a certain place in Syria where tbere was a man who lh'ed between two 
thickets. Every year as he used to go from one to the other, the sick used 
10 stand in hiB way and everyone he prayed fot was heaJed. He said, 'Ask: 
hL" .. boutthisreligion which you seck,forhe can tell you of it.' So l went 
on until I came to the place I had been told of, and I found that peopJe 
had gathered there with their sick until he came out to them that night 
passing from one tbicket to the other. The people came 10 him with their 
sick and everyone be prayed for was healed. They prevcnted me from 
getting to bim so tbat I could not approach bim until he entered the 

'.3 thicket be was making for, but I took hold of his shoulder. He asked me 
who I was as he lurned to me and I said, 'God have mercy on you, tell me 
about the i:lanifiya, the reiigion of Abraham.' Hereplied, 'You areasking 
about sometbing men do not inquire of today; Ihe time has come near 
wben a propbet will be sent with this religion from the people of the 
fiaram. Go to him, for he will bring you to it.' Then he went into the 
thicket. The apostie saidto Salman, 'lf youhave told methe trolh, you 
met Jcsus thc son of Mary.' 

FOUR MEN WHO BROKE WITH POLYTHEISM 

One day when the Quraysh had as.sembledon a feast day to venerate and 
circumambulate the idol to which they offered sacrificcs, this being a feas t 

, F .. ca .. i.n,.nni"1loccoun. ofthoreopenini .. rananci.n.min<:i.n.,,", W-.jh-Y.nbu'.na 
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which they held annually, four men drew.part secretly and agr«d to ke ep 
thcircounatl inthe bonds of friendship. They were (i) Waraqa b. Naufal 
h. Asad b. 'Abdu'I·'Uzzl b, Ou4aYY b. Killb b. Murra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy; 
(ii) 'Ul»ydullah h. Ja�sh b, Ri'lb b. Va'mar b. $abra b. Murra b. Kabir 
h. Ghanm b. DudAn b. Asad b. Khuzayma, whose mother was Umayma 
d. 'Abdu'I.MutJalib; (iii) 'Uthmln b. al.l;luwayrith b. Asad b. 'Abdu'l
'Uul b. Qup,yy; and (iv) Zayd b. 'Amr b. Nufayl b. 'Abdu']·'Uzzl b. 
'Abdullah b. QuT1 b. Riyi�' b. Razl� b. 'Adiyy b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy. They 
were of the opinion that their pcople had corrupted the religion of the if 
father Abraham, and that theltone they went round was of no account; it 
could neither hear, nor sec, nor hurt, nor help. 'Find for yourselves a 
religion: they uid; 'for by God you have none.' So they went their 
several ways in the lands, s�king the I�anlflya, the religion of Abraham. 

Waraqa attached himself to Christianity and studied its scriptures u ntil 
he had thoroughly mastered'them. 'Ubaydullah went on &earching until 
Islam came; then he migrated wilh the Mu.lims to Abyssinia taking with ' .... 
him hi. wife who Wall a Mu.lim, Umm 1:lablba, d. Abu SufyJl.n. When hc 
arrived there he adopted Christianity, Jnrted from Islam, and died a 
Chriatilnin Abysainia. 

Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al.Zubayr told me that when he had become a 
Chriltian'Ubaydutiah ashepassed theprophet'scompanionswhowerethere 
used to uy: 'Wc lCc clcarly, but your eyes are only halfopcn,' i.e. 'We 
sec, butyou are only trying to sec and cannot sec yet.' He used the word 
,a'la' hecause when a puppy tries to open its eyes to sec, it only half sees. 
The other word faqqai,la means to open the eyC>l. After bis death thc 
apostle married hit widow Umm l:Iabiha. Muhammad b. 'All b. l:Iusayn 
told me that the apostle sent 'Amr h. Umayya al-J;>amrl to the Negus to ask 
forh er and he married him to her. He gave berasa dowry, on the apostle'. 
behalf, four hundred dinaTl. Muhammad b. 'Ali laid, 'We think that 
'Abdu'I.Malik b. Marwan fixed thc maximum dowry of women at four 
hundred dinars because ofthi. precedent.' Thc man who handed her O\'er 
tothe prophet w-as KhiUid b. Sa'ld b. al.'A,. 

'UthmAn b. al-I�uwayrith went to the Byzantine emperor and became 
a Christian. He was gi\"en high office there (142). 

Zayd b. 'Amr .tayed as he was: hc accepted neither Judaism nor Chril
tianity. Hc abandoned thcreligion ofhitpeopleand ahstaincd from idols, 
animall that baddied, blood,and things offered to idols.' Hc forl»de the 
killing of infant daughters, saying that he worshipped the God of Abraham, 
and he publicly rebuked his people for their practices. 

Hi,him b. 'Urwa from his father on the authority of his mother Aama' 
d. Abu Bakrsaid that shc saw Zayd as a  \'ery old man leaning hi. back on 
thc Ka'ba and saying, '0 Quraysh, By Him in whose hand is the soul of 

' SO C .  
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ZlIyd, not one of you follows the religion of Abraham but t.' Then he laid: 
' .. 5 '0 God, if I knew how you wished to be wonhipped I would so wonhip 

h::�s�ut I do not know: Then he prostrated himsellon the palrm of his 

I was told that hi, son, sa'id b. Zayd, and 'Umar b. al-Khattiib, who 
was his nephew, said to the apostle, 'Ought we to ask God'. paroon for 
Zayd b. 'Amr?' He replied, 'Yes, lOT he will be railed from the dead as the 
sole reprcsentativeofa whole pcople: 

Zayd b. 'Amr. b. Nufayl composed the following poem about leaving his 
pcople and the treatment he reccived from Ihcm: 

Am I to wonhip one lord or a thousand? 

:f
r:�:�n:.:e :��n:n: ar����i�th of them 

AlI any strong-mindcd penon would. 
I will not worship al-'Um and hcr two daughters. 
Nor will I visit the two imagee of the Danu 'Amr. 
I will not worship Hubal' though he was our lord 
In the days when I had little aense. 
I wondered (for in the night much is strange 
Which in daylight it plain to the diaccming), 
That God had annihilated many men 
Whose deeds were thoroughly evil 
And spared othc:n througb the piety o£a pcopJe 
So that a little child could grow to manhood. 

� � :��:;r"!s�!r:v��:e 
a-:::r 

���. recover 

I aervemy'Lordthe compauionate 
That the forgiving Lord may pardon my.in, 
So keep 10 the fear of God your Lord; 
While you hold to that you will not perish. 
You wiU see the pious living in ganiens, 
While for the infidela hell fire i.buming. 
Shamed in life, when they die 
Their breasts will contract in anguish. 

Zayd aho said: (1-+3) 
To God I give my praisc and thanksgiving, 
A sure word that will not fail aa long as time lasts, �dt�: �:��e� �!-;;-!� i�?�

.
God beyond Him 

Beware, O men,of whatfollo�'Ideath! 
You can hide nothing from God. 

' Thia ;. tbe� of.]_Kalb]. butaUMSS. "',..,C"""m, l d�i<T"nknown. CJ.Il'" 
YAq. iii. 665. I. 
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Beware of putting anotherbcside God, 
For the upright way has b«ome clear. 
Mercy I implorc, otherltrutt in thejinn, 
But thou, my God, artour Lord and our hopc. 
I un aatisfied with thee, 0 God, as a Lord, 
And will not worship another God bcsidethec. 
Thou of thy goodncss and mercy 
Dichtscnd a mCS8enger toMOIICS u a herald. 
Thouaaidst to him, Go thou and Aaron, 
And aummon Pharaoh the tyrant to tum to God ��

i,
�i 

1
::!!���D�d

i
i��ead out this (earth) without a SUP(MJrt, 

Say to him 'Did you raisc this (hea.ven) withoutlupportl 
What a fine builder then you were!' 
Say to him, 'Did you act the moon in the middle thercof 
Asa light to guide when night covercd it?' 
Sayto him, 'Who scnt fonh the sun by day 
Sothattheearthit touchedreltected iusplendour?' 
Say to him,'Who planted secds in thedwt 
That herbage might grow and wax great? 
And brought forth iu secds in the head of the plant?' 
Thercin Ircaignl for the understanding. 
Thou in thy kindnCA did deliver Jonlh 
Who spcnt nighu in thc belly of thc fiah. 
Though I glorify thynamc, I oftenrepeat 
'0 Lord forgive mysinl." 
o Lord of crcatUtCI, bestow thy gifu Ind mercy upon me 
And blcu my 10111 and propcrty. 

ui
��id b. 'Amr in reproaching his wife $afiya, d. al-J:laQrami (1+1) 

NowZayd had dctermined to leave Mccca to travel sbout in scarch of '47 
the J:lanifiya, the religion of Abraham, and whenever �afiya IIW that he 
had got ready to tn.vei ahe told al-Kha\llh b. Nulayl, who was bis uncle 
and his brother by the aame mother.' He uacd to reproach him for 
foraaking the religion of his pcople. He had initructcd �afiya totcll him 
iflhe saw him gctting ready to depart; and thcn Zayd aaid: 

Oon'tt.ecp mcbackin humiliation. 
O �liya. It is not my wly at all. 

, Or ·I .'-'kI odd ... m,li ... unlao 'hou fotp�  .. t ..... •• 
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When I fcar humiliation 
I am a brave manwhosestcedit lubmiui\'e.' 
A man who persistently frequenta the gatca of lUngs 

�n
h
e
o:h:a:�e�n:= :�� �:er;.; 

Whose difficultica can be overcome withoU! (the aid of) friendl. 

�v���� ��7 ;:�r:: ohu��iliation 

h says, 'I will never give in 
Becauae the load chafes my sides." 
My brother, (my mother's IOn and thcn my uncle), 
Uses worta which do not please me, 

���:�e 
h�::�::��;�:r���. �

ay, 

Yet if I wished 1 could say things 
Of which I hold the keys and door. 

I was told by one of the family ofZayd b. ·Amrb. Nufayl that when 
Zayd faced the Ka'ba inside the moaque he used to say, 'Labbayka in trulh. 
in worship and in servicel 

I takcrefuge inwhal Abraham look refuge 
Whenhe stood and facedthc 'l"bla.' 

A humble prisoner, 0 God, my face in Ihe dust, 
Whate\-er thy commandment do I must. 
Pride I seek not, but piety's boon. 
The travcller at midday is not as he who slecps at noon (liS) 

And Zaydsaid 

I submit myself to him 10 whom 
The earth which bean mighty rocks is subject. 
He spread it out and when He laW it was settled 
Upon the waten, He fixed the mountains on it. 
I submit myself to Him to whom douds which bear 
Swectwaterare subject. 
When Ihey are oome along to a land 
Theyobedienlly pour copious rain upon it. 

Now al-Khalllb had 'to harassed Zayd that he forced him to withdraw 
tothe upper pan of MecCl,and he stopped in the mountain ofl;lirl' facing 
the town, AI-Khanlb gave instructions 10 the young irraponsible men of 
Quraysh that they should not let him enter Mecca and he was able to do 10 

' SoA.Dh, P�r""po .... My, ... · rneans  'quic.1O lakclavc·. 
' So A,Dh" bu • .",. """,ld u!>«. ,wu..A lOmc.n'h.io lOllP _', 
' i.�, 'lIu� I om u . lin«"' .... onhippcr'. 
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in tceretonly. When they got to know of that they told al-Kha11lb and 
drove him out and harassed him beeaute of their fear that hewould .how 
their religion in its true ooloun and Ihat lOme would join him in lJoCCeding 
from il. He aaid, making much of ia aanctity 'gainsl those of hi. people 
who ueated it as ordinary: 

O God, l am of lheholyland,no ouuider, 
My housc is in the ctnue of the plact 

���
d
n�Yh����i error.' 

Then he went forth seeking the religion of Abraham, questioning monks 
and Rabbil until he had traversed al-Mau,il and the whole of Mesopo. 
tamia; then he went through the whole of Syria until he came 10 a monk in 
the high ground of Balql.' This man, it i. alleged, was well instructed in 
Christianity. He asked him about the l;Ianlfiya, lhe religion of Abraham, 
and the monk replied. 'You areattking I religion to which no one today 
can guide you, but Ihe time ofa prophet who will oome forth from your '49 

own oountry which you have just left has drawn nC1lr. He will be senl with 
the l;Ianiflya, the religion of Abraham, 10 Itick to it, for he is aboul to be 
sent now and this i. his time: Now Zayd had aampled Judaism and Chri.!
lianity and was not satisfied with either of them; 10 at thcsewords he went 
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whcn he was well inside the country 

Waraqa b. Naufal b . • .o\ud composed thil elegy over him: 
You were altogethcr on the right path Ibn 'Amr, 
You have escaped hell'l huming oven 
By serving the one and only God 
And abandoning \"Iin idols. 
And by attaining the religion which roulOUght 
Not being unmindful of the unity of your Lord 
You hlwe reached a noble dwelling 
Whcrein you will rcjoice in your gcneroul trcatmem. 
You will meet Ihere the friend of God,' 
Since)'ouwcre nota tyrant ripcforhcll, 
ForthemcrcyofGod rcaches men, 
Though they be scvcnty vallcYI deep bclow the earth (J.�6). 

Among the things which have reached me about what Jesus the Son of 
M.ry Itated in the GO!Ipcl which he received from God for the followcn 
ofthe GOIpcl, in applying a tenn to describe thc apostle of God, is the 

: � =!�:r:�':f.�� ���i:.;ti of wha. hal bft .. .. id.'���h��;:.m .. 
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following. It is cxtl"llcted from what John the Apostle set down for them 
when he wrote the Gospel for them from the Testament of Jesu. Son of 
Mary: 'He that hateth me hath hated the Lord. And if I had not done in 
their prCllCllceworks which none other before me did, they had nOlhad sin: 

ISO ���r�� :�; :::Y
t�:e (;��d ��t 7��

h !:r�e
t�:� �h

i
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filled, "They hated me without a cause" (i.e. without reason). But when 
the Comforter has come whom God will send to you from the Lord's 
presencc, and the apirit of truth which wiU have gone forth from the Lord's 
pl"CllCllcche (&ballbear) witness ofme and yeabo, bea.useye have bttn 

::�I��:�= i
���:��ing. I ha .... e spoken unto you about this that ye 

The ]l1rma!rlrtmaflQ (God bless and preserve him!) in Syriac is Muham· 
mad,·in Greek heiathe paradete. 

When Muhammsd the apostle of God reached the ageof ferty God sent 
him in compa3'ion tomankind, 'asan evan�liat toa1l men'.· Now God 
hlld made a covenant with evcry prophet whom he hlld sent before him 
thathe shouldbelieve inhim, testify tohis truth andheiphim agBinst his 
adl'�rsaries, and he required of thcm that thcy should transmit that to 
e'·eryonewho believed in them, and they carried out their obligations in 
that respect. God said to Muhammad, 'When God made a CO'·enant with 
the propheta (He laid) this is the !tripture and wisdom which I hal'e given 
you, aften..-arda an apostle will come confirming what you know that )·ou 
may belie"e in him and help him.' He said, 'Do you accept this and take up 
my burden?' i.e. the burden ofmy agrccment which I have laid upon you. 
They said, 'We accept it.' He answered, 'Then bear witness and I am a 
witness with you.'J Thus God made a covenant with all the propheta that 
they should testify to his truth and help him against his adveruries and 

It_1 
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lheylransmiued that obliplion tothosewho believed inthem amongthe 
two monolheistic religions. 

(To One whom I'do not suspect told me from Sa'id b. Abii 'Aruba from T, " .a  
Oatlda b. Di'lma al-Sadiili from Abii'I-Jald: 'The Furqln came down on 
the I4thnight of Rama�in. Othenlsay, No, but on the 17th; and in sup-
pon of this they appeal to God's v(ord: 'And what we sent down to our 
servant on the d.yof .l-Furqin, the day thet ..... o companies met" which 
w .. the mceting of the apostle and the polytheisu .t Badr, and that took 
placc onthc momingof Ramal,lin 17th.) 

Al-Zuhri relattd from 'Urwa b_ Zubayr that 'A'isba told him that wben 151 
Allah desired 10 honour Muhammad and have mercy on His servanu by 
me.ns of him, the fint aign of prophet hood vouchsafed to the .postle was 
true visions, resembling the brightness ofd.ybreak, which were Ihown to 
him in his sleep. And Allah, shesaid, made himlove solitude so th.the 
liktd nolhing beuer than tobe alone. 

'Abdu'I-M.lik b. 'Ubaydullahb_ Abu Sufyln b_ al-'AlI' b. Jlriy. the 
Thaqafite who h.d a retentive memory rel.ted to me from a ccnain ICholar 
th.t the apostle at the time when AIlah 'willed to bestow His gracc upon 
him and endow him with prophethood would go fonh for his .ffair and 
joumey far afield until he reachtd the glens of Mecca and the beds of itt 
.... Ueyswhere no house w .. in sightiand not I lIone or tree that he pasaed 
bybut ..... ouldsay, 'Peace unto thee, o apostle of All.h.' And the apostle 
would tum to his right and left and look behind him and he would aec 
naught but trees and lIonet. Thus hestaytd aecingand hearing 110 long .. 
it plClKd Al1ah that he ,hould Ilay. Then Gabriel came to him with the 
gift of God's grlcc whilst he was on i:liri.' in the month of RamaQIn. 

W.hb b. Kaidn . client of the family of al-Zubayr told me: l hcard 
'Abdullah b. al-Zub.yr uy to 'Ubayd b. 'Umayr b. QatAdathe Laythite, 
'0 'Ubayd tell us ho ..... began the prophethood which w .. fint bestowed 
on the apostle when Gabriel came to him.' And 'Ubayd in my presence 
related to 'Abdullah and those with him as follows: The apostle would pray Isa 
in l«lusion on i:liri' every ycar fora month to practisetl.l�l.Innlllh " wQ 
the custom ofOlirlyth in heathen day.. Taflannllih u religiolls de\'otion. 
AbU Tllibsaid: 

ByThaurandhim who madeThabir firmin itl placc 
And by those going up tOl5CCnd l:Iiri'and coming down (147).' 

Wahb b. Raidn told me that 'Ubayd said to him: Every year during 
that month the apostle would pray in secilision and gh'e food to the poor 
thlt came to him. And when he compleled Ihe month and relUrned from 
hilstClusion, finitofall lxforeentering hisholischewouldgotothe K.'ba 
and walk round itscven times or as of ten .. it plcased God; then he would 
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Ramac:lm in which God \\illed coneerning him what He \\illed of Hi, gnte, 
the apostle Itt forth to l;Iiri' as was hi' "'Onl, and his family "ith him. 
When it was the night on which God honoured him with his miuion and 
.howed mercy on Hi. $Crvants thereby, Gibriel brought him the command 
of God. 'He came 10 me,' said the ipo.tle of God, 'while I was uleep, with 
a C(Iverlet of brocade whereon wu lOme writing, and uid, "Readl" I lIid, 
"What shall I read?" He pressed me wilh it to tighlly that I thought it 
wu death; then he let me go and aaid, "Read!" I aald, "Whatahall I 
rud?" He pressed me with it again 110 that I thought it wu death; then he 
Itt me go anduid "Readl" I said, "Wh:l.llhall I read?" He preucd me 
with it the third time to that I thought it was death and uid "Readl" 1 

153 laid, " What then .hall l read?"-and thi, I uid onlyto delh·ermytclf 
from him, lest he .hould do the ume to me again. He said 

"Read in the name of thy Lord who created, 
Who ereated man of blood coagulated. 
Readl Thy Lord is the fllOIt beneficent, 
Who taught by the pen, 
Taught that which they knew not unto men.'" 

T. IISO So I read it, and he depaned from me. And I awoke from my sleep, and it 
was as though theat words were wrillen on my heart. (T. Now none of 
God's ereaturtl was more hateful to me than an (ecstatic) poet or a man 
pos.sessed: I eould not even look at them. I thought, Woe i. me poet or 
pouesscd-Ne\'erahalI QuTllyshaay thiso{mel l willgotothetopofthe 
mountain and throw myself down that 1 may kill myself and gain resl. So 
I went forth to do 10 and then) when I was midway on the mountain, I 
heard a \'oiee from he�wen uying, "0 Muhammad! thou art Ihe apoetle of 
God and I am Gabriel." I TlIised my head towards heaven to ace (who was 
.peaking),andlo, Gabriel intheformofamanwilh f�taslridethehori:wn, 
laying, "0 Muhammad! thou art the apostle of God and I am Gabriel." 
I stood gazing at him, (T. and that turned me from my purpose) moving 
neither forward nor I»ckward; then I hepn to tum my face away from 
him, but towards whate\'Cr region of the .ky I looked, I aaw him as before. 
And l continuoo ltanding there, neither advancing nor turning batk, un til 
Kh�dija sent her mcuengers in search of me and they gained the high 

ground above Meeca and returned 10 her while 1 wu standing in the lime 
place; then he parted from me and I from him, returning to my family. 
And I came to Khadlja and sat by her thigh and drew close to her. She 
said, " 0  Abfi'I-Qlsim,' where hast thou been? By God, I aent my meuen
gers in search ofthec, and they reached the high ground above Mecca and 
returned to me." (T. I said to her, "Woe i, me poet or poueued." She 
laid, "I take refuge in God from that 0 Abu'I-Qbim. God would not treat 
you thua since he know. ),ourtrulhfulnCII, your great lrustworthinea, 
yourfine chancter, andyourkindness. Thi.cannol be,mydear. Perhaps 

' 511"96.1-,. • Tbe "-Y<oor· ... mc of honour' of Muh.mrnad. 
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you did see som�thing." "Yes, I did," I uid.) Then I told her of what I 
hadseen;andshe said,"Rejoice. Osonofmy unele, andbeofgoodheall. 
Verily, by Him in whose hand is Khadija'. soul, I hne hope that thou wilt 
be the prophet of thit people.'" Thensheroaeand gathered herprments 
aboutherand set follhto her cousinWaraqa b. Naufal b. Asad b. 'Abdu'l
'Uul b. Qu,ayy, who had become a Christian and read the scripturea and 
learned from those that follow the Torah and the Goepel. And when she 
related to him what the apottle of God told her he had seen and heard, 
Waraqa cried, 'Holyl Holyl Verily by Him in whose hand is Warllqa's 
aoul,if,hou hastspoken tomethetruth,O Khadija,therehathcomeunto 
him the greatest Nimii. (To meaning Gabriel) who came to Mosel afore
time, and 10, he i! the prophet of this people. Bid him be of good hean.' 
So Khadija returned to the apostle of God and told him what Waraqa had 
said. (T. and that calmed his fean somewhat.) And when the apostle of 
God had finished his pcriod of sed us ion and returned (to Mecca), in the 
first place he performed the circumambulation of the Ka'ba, u was his 
wont. While he wu doing it, Warllq:a met him and uid, '0 son of my 154 
brother, tell me what thou hast seen and heard.' The apostle told him, and 
W:araqa said, 'Surely, by Him in whose hand is Waraqa's soul, thou all the 
prophet of this people. There hath come unto thee the greattst Nimill, 
who came unto Mosel. Thou wilt be called a liar, and they will Ult thee 
dl!1pitcCullyandcasttheeoutand fightagainst thee.Verily,ifllivetOleethat 
day, I will help God in luch wilt as He knoweth.' Then he brought hi, head 
near to him and kissed his forehead; and the apoetle went to his O\\'ll house. 
(To Warllqa's worrls added to his confidence and lightened his anxiety.) 

Isml'ilb. Abii l:Iaklm, a freedman of the family of al-Zubayr, told me on 
Khadlja'. authority that IheP.id to the apottle of God, '0 son of my 
unele, are you able to tell me about your vi5itant, when he comcs to youI' 
He replied that he could, and she asked him to tell her when he eame. So 
when Gabriel came to him, as he was wont, the apostle said to Khadlja, 
'This is Gabriel who has just come to me.' 'Get up, 0 son of my uncle; 
shesaid, 'and sit by my lcft thigh'. The apostle did so, and she said, 'Can 
you see him I' 'Yes,' he said. She said, 'Then tum round and sit on my 
right thigh.' He did so, and she said. 'Can you see him?' When heuid 
that he could she asked him to move and sit in her lap. When he had done 
this.he again asked ifhe could see him, and when he said ycs, she uis
closed her fonn and easl aside her veil while the apostle was sitting in her 
lap. Then she said, 'Can you see him l' And he replied, 'No.' She saiu, ��

I
,:n;

t
��r uncle, rejoice and be of good hean, by God he is an angel and 

I told 'Abdulbh b. Uuan this story :md he saiu, 'I heard my mother 
FAtima, daughter ofl�usayn, talking about thiJ tradition from Khadlja, 
but as 1 heard it she made the apostle of God come inlide her shift. and 
thereupon Gabriel depaned, and she said to the aJlO'tle of God, "This 
verily iJ an angel and not a satan.''' 
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men him, and did not hate him. God pid, 'By the morning and the night 
when it is still, thyLordhath not fortaken norhatedlhee," meaning that 
He has not left you and fOl'llllken you, nor hated you after haviog loved 
you. 'And verily, the latter end is better for you than the bcginning," i.e. 
\Vhat I have for you when you return to Me is better than the honour 
which I have given you in the world. 'And your Lord willgi\"eyou and 
will utisfy you,' i.e. of\'ictory in this world and rcward in the next. 'Did 
he not find )'ou an orphan and give you refuge, going astray and guided 
you,foundyou poorandrnade you richr' God thus told him of how He 
had begun 10 honour him in his eanhly life, and of His kindneato him as 
an orphan poorand .... "llndering astray, and of His de1i\'ering him from all 
that by Hiscompusion(149) 

157 'Do not opprell$ the orphan and do not repel the bcggar.' That is, do not !:e
a
a,:::::nt or proud or harsh or mean towards the weakest of God's 

'Speak of the Itindness of thy Lord,' i.e. tell about Ihe kindness of God 
in giving you prophecy, memion il and call rnen to it. 

So the apostle began to mention5eCretly God's kindness to him and to �: :�:�:�� lhe matter of prophecy to e\'eryone among his people whom 

THE PRESCRIPTIQN QF PRAYER 

The apostle walordered 10 pray and 10 he prayed. $iiJiJ.! b. Kaisin from 
'Un-"ll b. al-Zuba}'r from 'A'isha told me that she said, 'When prayer was 
first laid on Ihe apostle it WllS with two prostratiof¥; for e\'ery prayer: then 
God raised it to four prostrations at home while 00 a journey the former 
ordinance of two prostrations held.' 

.s8 A learned peraon told me that when prayer was laid on the apostle 
Gabriel came to him while he Wall on the heights of �I�ca and dug a hole 
for him with his heel in the side of the valley from which a fountain gush ed 
forth, and Gabriel performed the rilual ablution as the apostle watched him. This was in order 10 show him how 10 purify hirrL!loelf before prayer. 
Then the apostlc: performed the ritual ablution ashe had seen Gabricl do 
it. Then Gabriel said a prayer with him while the apostle prayed with his 
prayer. Then Gabriel left him. The apostle came to Khadija and per
formed the ritual for her as Gabriel had done for him, and she �opied him. 
Then he prayed with her as Gabriel had prayed wilh him, and she prayed 
his prayer 

'Utba b. Muslim freedman of n. Taym from Niifi' b. Jubayr b. l\lut'im 
(who was prolific in relating tradition) from I. 'Abbls told me: 'When 
prayer ..... aslaid upon the apostle Gabricl came to him and prayed the "oon 
prayer when thelun dtclincd. Then he praycd the e\'ening prayer when 
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Khuwaylid who also follows him in his religion.' 'Afif uid after. he had !::��a� =i:
f
:!��!�;n was firmly established in hi. heart, "Would 

'ALI B. ABO TALIB Till! FIRST MALI! TO ACCEPT ISLAM 

'All was the fiat male to believe in the apostle of God,to pray with him 
'59 and 10 believe in his divine mespge, when he was a boy of ten. God 

favourtd him in that hewu brought up in thecareof the apostlebcfore 
hlambegan. 

'Abdullah b. AbU NajiJ:! on the authority of Mujiiihid b. Jabr Abu'l· 
l:JajjJj told me that God ahawed Hia fnour and goodwill towards him 
when a grie\"Oua famine ovtnoolr. Qurar-h. Now AbU Tllib had a large 
family, and the prophet approached his unde,Al-'Abbh, who was one of 
therichest ofB, Hbhim, suggesting thatinviewofhislargefamily andthe 
famine which affected e\'eryone, thcyahould go togclhcr and offer to relieve 
him of the burden of some of hi. family, AI·'Abbu agreed, and so they 
went to Abu Tiiilib offering 10 relie"e him from hia responsibility of twO 
boY' until condition. improved. Abu Tilib &aid, '00 what you like 10 
10ng as you leave mc 'Aqil' (ISo). So the apostle toolr. 'All and kept him 
with him and AI·'Abba. took Ja'far, 'Ali continued to be with the apostle 
until God sent him fonh as a prophet, 'All followed him, belie\'ed him, 
and declared his truth, while Ja'far remained ""ith A1-'AbWs until he 
became a Muslim and was independcnt of him. 

A traditionist mentioned thlt when the time of praycr came the apostle 
uaed to go out to the glens of Mecca aC(';Ompanied by 'All, who went un
beknown to his father, and his uncles and the rest of his people. There 
they used to pray the ritual prayen, and retum at nightfalL This went on 
", long as God intended that it lhould, until one dayAbil Tiiilib c:ame upon 
them while they were praying, and said to the apostle, '0 nephew, what is 
this rcligion which I see you practising l' He replied, '0 uncle, this is the 
religion of God, l-lis angels, l-lia apostles, andthe religion of our father 

.60 Abraham: Or, as he &aid, 'Cod has sent me III an apostle to mankind, and 
you, myunc!e,m08tdcscn'ethat Iahouldtcachyouthetruthand callyou 
to guidancc, and you are the most worthy to respond and help me,' or 
words to that effcct. I-lit uncle replied, 'I cannot give up thc religion of 
my fathen which they followed, but by God you shall nevcr meet with 
anything to dittrest you 110 long u 1 live: Tl)ey mention that he said to 
'All, 'My boy, what is this religion of you,.? He antwered, '1 belie"e in 
God and in the apoetle of God, and 1 dedafC that what he hu brought i. 
true, and I pray to God with him and follow him.' They allege that he 
said, 'He would not call you to anything but what is good so .tick to him: 

Zlyd the frcedman of the apostk was tbe fiat male to acccpt Islam after 
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THE COMPANIONS WIIO ACCEPTED ISLAM AT THE 

INVITATION Of ABO BAKR 

!:�
e� who accepted Islam at his invitation according to what I heard 
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lie brought thcm to the .postle when they had accepted his invitation 
and they acceptcd Islamand prayed. ·1 have heard that the apostlc of God 
uS«i 10 say: 'I ha\'cnc\'crinviledanyonclo accepl islam but hc has shown 
signs of reluclancc, suspicion, and hesitation, exccpt Abu Bakr. When I 
told himofit he did not hold baclr. or hesitate' (t53).-

Thesc wcrc the first eight men to accept Islam and prayed and belic"ed 
in the di\'inc inspiration of the apostle. 

Abu 'Ubayda b. al-Jarrib whose name wu '.\mir b. 'Abdullah b. aI_ 
larrJ.l.l b. Hilal b. Uhayb b. Oabha b. al-l:Urith b. Fihr. Abu Salama 
whose name was 'Abdullah h. 'Abdu·l-Asad . . .  b. Lu'ayy. Al-Arqam b. 
Abu'[.Arqam. (The latter', name was 'Abdu Manilf b. Asad-and Asad 

,63 bore the honorific of Abu Jundub---b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr . . .  b, Lu'ayy.) 
'Uthman b. !\"hr.'un b. l:labib b. Wahb b.l:ludhMa . . .  b. Lu'ayy. His two 
brolhers Qudiima and 'Abdullah, sons of Ma:f'un. 'Ubayda b. al-i:Urith 
b. al_Mu\lalib b. 'Abdu Manitf . . .  b. Lu'ayy. Sa'id b. Zayd b. 'Amr b. 
Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-' Una b. 'Abdullah b. Qurt . . .  b. Lu'ayy, and his wifc 
F�lima d. al Khallilb h. Nufayl just mentioned, she being the sister of 
'Umarb. al-Kha!\ib. Asmi' d.Ahu Bakr, togelherwithhis little daughttr 
'A'isha. Khabbab b. al-Aratt ally of the B. Zuhra (I H). 'Umayr b. Abu 
Waqqillj, brother ofSa'd. Abdullah b. Mas'iid b. aI-I:U.rith b. Shamkh b. 
Makhzum b. $:lhilab. Kilhil b. aI-i:lilrith h. Tamlm h. Sa'd h. Hudhayl, ally 
of the B. Zuhra. Mas'ud b. a\·Qilri who was the son of Rabi'a h. 'Amr h. 
Sa'd h. 'Abdu'I-'Uuil h: l:iaJrula b. Ghillib b. Muballim h. 'A'idha b. 
Subay' b. ai-Hun b. Khuz.ayma from aI-Qara (ISS). Sali� b. 'Amr b. 
'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Wudd b. N�r . . .  b. Lu'ayy. 'A)')'uh b. Abo 
Rabi'a b. al-MughIra b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr . . .  h. Lu'ayy, and his wife 

,6,. Asma' d. Salilma b. Mulr.harriba the Tamimile. Khunays h. I�udhilfa h. 
Qays b. 'Adiy b. Sa'd b. Sahm b. Amr . . .  h. Lu'a),)'. 'kir b. Rabl"a of 
'Anz b. W�'il, ally of the family of al-Khanab b. Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-'Unli 
(156). 'Abdullahb. labsh b. Ri'ilb h. Ya'marb. $abira b. Murra b. Kablr 
b. Chanm b. Diidln b. Asad b. Khuz.ayma, and his brother Abu Abmad, 
both allies of the B. Umayya. Ja'far b. Abu p.lib and his wife Asm.ll.' d 
'Umays b. Nu'Jrun b. Ka'b b. l\1illik b. Qublifa of Khath'am. l:llilib b. 
al-l:Iilrith b. Ma'mar b. l:lablh b. Wahbb. l:ludhilfa . . .  b. Lu'ayy, and his 
wife Fii!ima d. al-Mujallil b. 'Abdullah b. AbU Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 
N�r h. Mlililr. . . .  b. Lu'ayy. And hi, brotherl:latlab' b. al-J::Iilrith and his 
wife Fubyha d. Yulr. Ma'mar h. al-l:Ilrith above. AI-51'ib b. 'Uthmiln 
b. M�'un lbove. AI-Mullalib b. Azhar b. 'Abdu 'Auf b. 'Abd b_ al-
l:Iilrith . . .  b. Lu'ayy, and his wife Ramla d. AbU 'Auf b. $ubayra b. 
Su'ayd . . .  b. Lu'ayy. AI-Nabblim whose name was Nu'aym b. 'Abdullah 
b. ASid . . .  h. Lu'ayy (157). 'Amir b. Fuhayra, freedman of Abu Balr.r 
(158). Kh:llid b. Sa"d b. al'� b. Uma)')'a . . .  b. Lu'ayy and his wife 
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(161); Khllid, 'Amic, 'Aqil, lyase, the sonl of al-Bukayr h. 'Abdu nUl b. 
Nishib b. Ghiyara b. Sa'd b. Layth b. Bakr b. 'Abdu Manat b. Kinlna, 
alliea ofB. 'Adiy; 'Ammarb. Vlsir, ally ofB. Makhzumb. Yaqa;p (t62); 
�uhayb b. Sinln oneoflhe Namir b. Qbit, an ally ofB. Taym b. Murra 
(163). 

THE APOSTLE'S PUBLIC PREACHING AND THI! RESPONSE .66 

People began to accept Islam, both men and women, in large numben 
until the fame of it was spread throughout Mecca, and it bcgan to be talked 
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to Him. Three years elapsed from the time that the apostle coneealed hit 
lute until God commanded him to publish his religion, according to 
information which has reached me. Then God laid, 'Proclaim what you 
have been ordered and tum aside from the polytheists." And again, 'Warn 
thy family, thy nearest relatiom, and lower thy wing to [he followeR who 
follow thee." And 'Say, I am the one who warm plainly' (16+).' 

{T. Ibn l;Iamld from Salama from Ibn Ia��q from 'Abdullah b. aI_ T.1I7' 
Ghlmr b. al-Qisim from al-Minhll b. 'Amr from 'Abdullah b. al-l:Jlrith 
h. Naufal b. al-l:Ilrith b. 'Abdu'l-Muualibfrom 'Abdullab b. 'Abbls from 
'AlI b. Abu TUib laid: When these word. 'Warn thy family, thy nearest 
relations' came down to the .postle he called me and laid, 'God has 
ordered me to ", .. m myfamily,myncarest relations and the task is beyond 
ray strength. I know that when I made ttjis message known to them I 
lhould meet with great unpleasantness so I kept Iilence until Gabriel carne 
to rneand told me that if I did not do as I wuordered my Lord would punish 
me. Sogetsome food ready with a leg of mutton and fill acup with milk and 
then get together the sons of 'Abdu'l-Munalib so that I can addrcss them 
and tell them what I have been ordered to say.' I didwhathe ordefed and 
lum,noned them. There were at that time forty men more or less including 
hi' uncles Abu T�lib, l;Iarnza, al-'Abbls, and Abu Lahab. When they were 
auembled hetold me to bring in the food which I had prepared for them, 
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the cup and they drank until they were all satisfied, and asaure as I live i f 
there had becn.onlyone man he could ha"e drunk that amount. When the 
apostle wanted to addrm them Abu Lahab got in fiTlit and said, 'Your 
host has bewitched you' ; so they dispersed before the apostle could 
address them. On the morrow he said to me, 'This man spoke before I 
oould, andthe peopledispc:� berore I rouldaddress thcm,sodo uactly 
uyou did yestcrday.' Everything went as before and thcn the apostle said, 
'0 Sons of 'Abdu']-Mu!talib, I know of no Arab who has come to his 
people with a noblermeuageIhan mine. I have brought you the best of 
thia world and the next. God has ordered me to call you to Him. So 
which of you will oo-operate with me in thia matter, my brother, my 
uecutor, and my succeasor being among you/' The men remained silent 
and I, though the youngeat, most rheumy-eyed, fattest in body and thin nest 
in Icgs, said: 'O prophet ofGad, I will be your helper in this maner.' He 
laid his hand on the back of my neck and said,'Thisis my brother, my 
executor, and my successor among you. Hearken to him and obey him.' �:�:
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u:;,�a���i:�;�:):)g to Ahu Tllib, 'He has ordered you to 

{T. lin Ibn I;famid from Salama from Ibn Isl;llq from 'Amrb. 'Ubayd 
from al-I;b.s:1II b. Abu'I-l;Iasan said: When thia ,'erse came down to the 
apostle, heltood in the vale and said, '0 Sons of'Abdu'I·Mu��alib; 0 Sons 
of 'Abdu Maniif; 0 Sons of QUf3yy.'-Then he named Quraysh tribe by 
tribe until he came to the end of them-'J call you 10 God and I warn you 
of his punishment.') 

When the apostle'l companiona prayed they went to the glens so that 
their people could not �e them praying, and while Sa'd b. Abu Waqql� 
was with a number of the prophds oompanions in one of the glena of 
M«:ea, abandof polytheiats cameuponthemwhile theywere praying and 
rudely interrupted them. They blamed them for what they weTC doing 
until they came to blows, and it wason that occasion that Sa'd smote a 

�it�l� �!t�������
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a camel and woundcd him. This was the 

When the apostle openly displayed Islam as Gad ordered him his people 
did not withdraw or tum against him, so far at I have heard, until he spoke 

.6? diaparagingly of their gods. When he did that they took great offence and 
n:,oh'cd unanimously to treat him at an enemy, except those whom God 
had proteeted by hlam from such evil, but they were a despi�d minority. 
Abu TMib his uncle treated the apostle kindly and protected him, the 
latler conlinuing to obey Gad', commands, nothing turning him back. 
When Qurar-h uw that he would Rot yield 10 them and withdrew from 
them and insultcd their gads and that his uncle treated him kindly and 
atood up in his defence and would not give him up to them, some or their 
leading men went to Abo Talib, namely 'Utba and Shayba, both sons of 
Rabi'ab. 'Abdu Shams . . .  andAbti Sufy�n (16s)b. l:larb . . .  andAbU'l
BakhtarI whose name wu al-'� b. Hisham b. al-Harith b. Asad . . .  and 
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al-Aswad b. al-Mullalib b. Asad . . .  and AbO Jahl (whose name was 
'Amr, his title being AbO'I-Hakam) b. Hish3m b. al Mughin. . . •  and 
al_Walid b. al-Mughira . . .  and Nubayh llnd Munabbih IWO $OrIS of 
al_l:Iajjij b. 'Amir b. l;ludhayfa . . .  and al-'A, b. Wi'il (166). Theyaaid, 
'0 AbO T�ljb, your nephew has cursed our gods, insulted oor religion, 
mocked our way of life' and accuaed our forefathera of error; either you 
must ItOP him or you mUlt letut get at him, for yoo )'ouraclfare in the ,68 
ume poIition as we are in opposition to him and we will rid you of him: 
He ga\'e them a conciliatory reply and :I soft answer and they went away. 

The apostle continued on his way, publishing God'. religion and calling 
men thereto. In consequence his relations with Ounyshdeteriol1llted and 
men withdrew from him in enmity. They were always talking about him 
and inciting one another against him. Then they went to AbO T�lib a 
ItC(Ind time and said, 'You have a high and lofty position among us, and 
we have asked you to put a stop to your nephew'lactivitits but you hav e 
not done so. By God, wecannotendurethatour fatherashould be reviled, 
our customs mocked and ourgodt insulted. Until you rid UI of him we 
will fight Ihe pair of you until one aide perishes,' or words 10 that effea. 
Thus saying, they went off. AbO T�lib was deeply distrtl$td at the 
breach with his people and their enmity but he could not desen theapoltle 
and give him up to Ihem. 

Ya'qub b. 'Utba b. aI-Mughin b. al-Akhnas told me that he was told 
that after hearing these words from the QUl1llylh AbO Tilib Itnt for hit 
nephew and told him what his people had said. 'Spare me and youraclf,' 
he said. '00 not put on me a burden grcater than I can bear: Theaposde 
thoughl that his uncJe had the idca of abandoning and betnying him, and 
that he was going to Jose his help and suppon. He answered, '0 my uncle, 
by God, ifthey put the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left on 
condition that l :l�ndoned this oourse, unliI God hasmade it "ictorious, 
or I perish therein, I would not abandon it: Then the apostle broke into 
tears, and got up. As he turned away his uncle called himandsaid, 'Come 
back, my nephew,' and when he came back, he said, 'Go and say what you 
please, for by God I will ncvcrgi\'ey'ou upon any account: 

When the Quraysh perceived that Abu T�lib had refuaed to give up the 
apostle, and that he was re.oked to part company with them, they went to '69 

himv.-ith 'Uroll1ll b. al-Walid b. aI.l\!ugbIl1II and aaid, lCCOrding to my 
information, '0 AbO T�lib, this is 'Um3ra, the SlrongCllt and most hand
some young man among Ouuysh, 80 take him and you will have the benefit 
of his intelligcncc and suppon;adopt him u a sonand give up to us this 
nephew of yours, who has opposed your religion and the religion of your 
fathera, $(!vcred the unity of ),ourpeople, and mocked our way of life, so 
that we may kill him. This will be man for man: He answered, 'By God, 
this isan c\'iJthingthat)'ou wouJd putuponme,wouJdyougiveme your 

I aN4", "'tana thc .h-ili .. ,ion .nd ,-inUH of ,ho p",.bLr.mic Anbo. See the u •• II.n, 
dioaauion orl<1i1l.nd �l", in Gold�"",·. flfw-.dtJ..mIwSooIiNt. i. nof. 
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Abu Tilib was delighted at the response of his tribe and their kindness, 
and began to praise them and to bring to men', memory their past. He 
mentioned the superiority of the apostle among them and his position so ��::. ��g��r:.�re���

i
�

:
thcir raolve and that they might extend their 

lfone day Quraysh gathered together to boast, 
'Abdu Manafwould bctheir heart andsoul; 
And if the noblcs of'Abdu ManHwerc reckoned, 
Amon8$t Hashim would be their noblest and chief; 

��;��� :��e
o;��:�,:;�� �!�h�����!ble one. 

Qura)'lh summonedever),one agail18t us; 
They werc not succasful and they werc beside themselvcs. 
Of old we have never toler:ued injustiee: 
When people turned away their faces in pride we made them face us. 
We protected theiraanctuary whenever danger threatened 
And drove the assailant from its buildings. 
Through us the dry wood bccomcagrccn, 
Under our protcttion iu roots C%pand and grow. 

AL-WAI.fD B. AL-MUGHfRA 

When the fail'wasdue,a number ofthe Quraysh eameto al.WalId b, al. 
Mughinl, who was a man of some .tanding, and he addressed them in 
theseworda : 'Thetimeofthe fair has come round again and representa. 
tivcs of the Arabs will come to you and they will have heard about this 
fellow of youn, so agree upon one opinion without dispute 10 that none 
will give the lie to the other.' They {tplied, 'You give us your opinion 
about him.' He aaid, 'No, you speak and I wiU liaten.' They said, 'He is 
a kJ/lill.' Hesaid,'ByGod,heis notthal, for hehasnotthe unintelligent 
murmuring and rhymcd lpee<.:h ofthek4hin.' 'Then he is possesscd,' they 
aaid. 'No, heisnot thal,' hesaid, 'wehaveseen posaessed ones, and here 
is no choking, llpasmodic movements and whispering.' 'Then he is a poet,' 
they aaid. 'No, he is no poct, for we know poetry in all its forms and 
metres.' 'Then he ia a sorcerer.' 'No, we have seen IOrceren and their 
IOrcery, and here is no Ipilting and no knots." 'Then what are we to uy, 
o Abu 'Abdu Shama?' they asked. He replied, 'By God, his apeech is 
aweet, his rool isa palm-tree wbosc branches arc fruitful (168), andevery
thing you have said would be known to be false. The nearest ihing to the 
truth is youraaying that he is a !IOr<:erer, who has brought a mCNage by 
which he separatell a man from his father, or from his brother, or from his 
wife, orfromhis farnily.' 



The uJe of Muhammad 

At this point they left him, and began to sit on the paths whieh men take 
when they rome to the fair. They warned everyone who passed them 
about Muhammad's doings. God revealed concerning al-Walid: 

Leave to Me him I made, 
Giving himweahh and trade, 
While sons before him played. 
The road for him I laid, 
Then he oo\,eted more of My aid. 
Ay,Our signs hathhe gainaaid(I�).' 

11J 'I shall impose on him a grie,'ous burden; he thought and planned; may 
he perish howhe planned, mayheperish how he planned. Then he looked, 
then he frowned. and showed anger' (170). 

'Then he tumed his back in pride and uid, "Thisisnothingbut aneien t 
IOrcery. this it nothing but the speech ofa mortal".' 

Then God re"ealed concerning the men who were with him, eompoeing 
a termlo de!lCl"ibethe apostie andthe re\·elation hebroughtfromGod.'� 
we &ent down upon the dividel"$ who had split Ihe Quran into palU, by thy 
Lord we will ask them all about what they used to do' (t71).' 

Sothesc men began to spread this report about theapoetle with every
one they met 10 that the Arabs went away from that fair knowing about 
the apostle. and he was talked about in the whole of Arabia. When Abu 
Tiilib feared that the multitude would overwhdm him wilh his family he 
composed the following ode, in which he claimcd proteclion in the IWlC
tuary of Mecca and by his position Iherein. He showed his affC<"lion for 
thenobl�orhis people while. ne\'enhdess, hetoldthemand othel"$ inhis 
poetry thai he was nOlgoing togi"e up the apoetle or surrender him on any 
account whatever, but he would die in hi. defence. 

When I saw the people had no love for us 
And had scvered every tic and rdationship, 
And shown us enmity and ill-will, 
Obeying theordcl"$ ofpelllCCUlingenemi�, 
Andhad alliedlhemseh'� wilh trcacherous propleagainlt us, 
Biling their fingers in rage at our bad .• , 
I stood firm against them with my pliantlpear, 
And my.hining .word, heirloomof princcs. 
Round the temple I gathered my clan and my brothcrs, 
And laid hold of the stripcd red clothl that covered it, 
Standing together, facing its gates, 
\Vherecycryonewho takesan oath eomp!ctes his \,ow, 

' SUro1�. " -IS. hi,"ronl"t!uo' af'rral.W.lid humodc,,",poin"ho, Muhomm.d 
cannot be .  U1ti. �auvh.don notdrlinr _�inUIJ··"",,,u''1uo .. ,ion from .be 
QuranshouLd br on n.mplor (ro"'luc:h I fr .. I ho""".,.don<juo.icO") of,ho, • ..,.,.form. 

' SO ra , s . 9/>  • Thi.i" Mmnninl ,,·h;ch A.Dh·Ri,·n'o ",.,.l">!. 
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Wherc the pilgrims makc their camcls kneel, 
Wherethc blood Rows between Is1fand NA'ila, 
Camels marked on the shouldcTII or neck, 
Tamed ones, between siland ninc years old; 
You see amulets on them, and alabaster ornaments 
Dound on their necks like date-bearing branches_ 
I take refuge with the Lord of men from every ad\-ersary 
And every lyingauailant; 
From the hater with his hunfulslander, 
And from him who adds to religion wh�t we ha\'c not tried. 
By Thaur and Him who fixed Thablr in his place, 
And by him who goes up and down l:lirA';' 
By thc true temple of the valley of Mecca; 
By God who it ne\'crunmindful; 
By the black SlOne, when they stroke it 
When they go round it momingand e\'ening; 
By Abraham's footprint in the rock 1Ii11 fresh, 
With both fert bare, without sanda"; 
By the running betwecn !\Iarwaand �af), 
And by the statues and images therein; 
By e\'ery pilgrim riding to the house of God, 
And e\'eryone with a vow and e\'cryone on foot; 
By 1l31, the furthest ncred Spotl to which they go 
Where the streamlets open out; 
By their halt at even abo\'C the mountain. 
When they help thecamcls by their hanlb 10 rise;l 
By the night of the meeting, by the stations of !I.lina, 
Are any holy places and statiollll iuperior? 
By the crowd, when the home-going horses pass by quickly 
M though eteaping from a storm of rain, 
By the grcatstone heap,' when they make fnrit 
Aiming at its top with stones; 
ByKinda,whentheyareat al-l:Ii�bat even, 
When the pilgrims of Bakr b. Wj'il pass by thcm 
Two allies who strengthened thc tic between them, 
And directed toit all mean. ofunitYi 

, lIi.d·, Thou., lnd Thlb!, .. ·�rt .U """,n .. ina round M«CI. 
· 1l'l in 'h� I..i"'" i . .. id tobe. "rip or .. nd "·h�rt 'he _!. "'h, bu" hclin .. in 

NlbiKha '7, u .nd 'Q" 4 .how ,hot it "· .. ,h. n.m. of. ,,,,",U.ry (lnd poo.ihly ••• W.ll_ 
hau""n, p. 8J. "Y', 'of ,he Oodof'A,..ro·) • Thc ,,·otch .uptlt the .... y in ... hicb men ael . ,..,l ..... n'c:omeltoi  .. r«t. One n .. n 
_hn \lp 'l>e camel'. �hnt whil� thc othc' pull. i .. hcod up by tho rtin •. Hert pe,hopo ,he 
Lo_.oetlon.lonei.meant .. the·poet' i •• peakincol.lt.oh; �'..,noo,'thcy ... il< 'hebft.o ... 
ofthetamel.with'hrir hllnd.' uln unno'u .. l .... yto .pe.kol pul1inll ""' thcmnl • • ThcLo"l".or.he.h..., hclpo of .,.,.,.. •• Mini. pft$WTWbly ,hat known .. J...,,..'u 
·'_'Aq.bo. Cf. lJ_nb, Thlbi.'.lam ....... ·I>e,.., 'hepilrrimoth,..... _ ..... .  IOneI, Thcri'" 
io not ..... n'ioned in ,h. Qu,..n, h"' .. ·� .""lI m«l i'.p;n in thc Sjr" on pp. JH .nd <n" oI 
'h�A ... hic 'ut. See rUfther Di-", in E.J. 
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Bythdr breaking the acadas and shrubs ofal-!?ifaJ:l,' 
And its bushes too, as they galloped likc flying ostriches 
Is there any bcttcr refuge for one who seeks itl 
h thcrc a righteous god-fearing man who will grant it? 
Our aggressors get their way with us, and wish 
That tile gates of Turk and Kabul' were blocked with our bodies. 
You lie, by God's house, we wiU not leal'c Mecca, and go forth, 
Until your affairs are in confusion. 
You lie, by God's house, Muhammad .hall not be maltreated;1 
Before we shoot and thrust in his defence, 
We will not gh·e him up till we lie dead around him, 
And be unmindful of our wil'es and children; 
Until a people in arms rise and fight you, 
As camels carrying water rise under empty water-skins,. 
Until you see the enemy falling face down in his blood. 
From the spear thrust weighed down and tottering. 
By God, ifwhat I see should become serious 
Our swords will mingle with the best of them 
In the ha.ndl ofa young warrior, like a Rame, 
Tru8tworthy, defender of the truth, hero, 
Fordaya,momtu., a whole year, 
And after next year, yet another. 
What people, eonfound you, would Ibandon a chief, 
Who protecta his dependantl? No fOlII-mouthed wcakling, 
A noble man, for whose salr.e the doudl drop rain, 
The support of orphans, the defence of "*idows, 
Hiishim's family, ready to perish, resort to him, 
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an�a��n��:�ed 
And cut UI up for others to devour;! 
Neither 'Uthmin nor Qunfudh sympathized with us 
But obeyed the command of those tribes. 

' Thi. lineit nrydifficull . • •  C.'I I>OIU .how. UnfortunOlely the lIOIe of Ab .. Dhorrto 
'he.ffoctth.t$ifll;l it. pl.cc_n."",il ominod. Truooe<ml tometo proyide ��lO tlIe 
muniniofthe lil1 •. Ylqut oayo thatll_$i/lb lieabdw«n !;lunoyn and thepilla .. ofthe I.b ... m on ,he lelt <>f. m.n en .. rins M<i:c. from Muoho.h. N 'he ... , .. , plac. I;" "" the 
hill. <>f 'Arail, 'h� ren<lenng !Ii'·.n oI",v . .. ems 100 .. ;t ,h. ""n"lI. On ,he.i!oO ofl;l .. ""yn 
..., ViqOt ",,� .....,.... Weil .... d .. ,ho diffic .. lty, and 00, ot ... n�.l)· e""u�h, dOH $uhoylL If 
rJ_W4 it the pl" .. 1 <>f $qf�. the .;deuf' ''''''''''''''', I .annot ''''. how ,he ''''''ve "",, be 

· Th. commm_ .... y 'h.'Tu,kand Klbul .re tw<> m<>u"tai� •. b"t l ..... fino..l n<> 
mention ofthem ;,, "'iiqilt, ....... ""d.r 'Ktbul' q""' ... l;"" from .l.A'.ha ... hich cl .. rly rd .... toT ... kand Kibul .. peopl ... I' loob u ifthe tw<> n.m •• pob' to .... '.rf<>rg<. 

, I f<>ll<>wth. rudini <>f,he Lti .. ,.. Th . ... '.pp ... n'lym�an. ·W.willnotbe forcibly 
o.kpnved of M.". ' 0. ' .. ttli ... ,.o".;.hin . ...... r.u;n.'. If the <om!'On..,n .de ... to th • •  peed of tht;, 
.noclr,the oimile .hkhAbU D ..... f .. "OU .. it co ..... ,. Ifnot,the .;mil�_ .. inth.l>Oi .. 
.... hi<:� the armed ...... mske 

• A fi(lure for 'moIido",oJond •• '. 
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They obeyed Ubayy andthesonof their'Abdu Yagiith, 
And did not observe what others said of us; 
So,too,werewe treated by Subay' and Naufal, 
And e"eryone wootumed away from us. not treating us kindly. 
If they throw down their arnu. or Cod give us the better of them. 
We will pay them measure lor measure. 
That fellow Abu 'Amr would do naught but hate us, 
To send us away among shcphcrds and camcl·drivcrs; 
Hetalb about us confidtntially night and moming 
T�lk on, Abli 'Amr, with your guileJ 
He swears by Cod hc won't dea:i,'c us. 
Dut we see him openly doing nothing dsc; 
He hatal US 50 much that thehill.tops ��\\
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Ask Abu'I.Walid, what have you done tO UB with your slander 
Tuming away like a dea:itful friend. 
You were a man by whose opinion men guided their lival, 
And you were kind to us, nor are you a fool. 
° 'Utba, do not listtn to an enemy's words against us; 
En"ious, lying, hating and malicious. 
Abli Sufylin avcrlcd hislaec from me as he passed, 
Sweeping along as though he were one ofthc great ones of the eanh, 
He betook himsclfto the high ground and its cool waters, 
Pretending that he does nOI forget us. 
HeteJiJ us that he is sorry for us lilr.e a good friend, 
But he hidal evil designs in his heart. 
0, Mu\,im! I did not desert )'Ou when you called for help, 
Nor on the day of battle when mighly dceds werc ea1led for, 
Notwhenthcycame againsl youfu!lof ffimity, 
Opponents wbose strength matched yours. 
° Mufim, the people havcgiven you a task to do. 
I 100 when entrusted with a task do not try to evade it. 
Cod requite 'Abdu Sharnsand Naufal for us 
With evil punishment quick and not dclayed, 
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Foolish ne the minds of people who exchanged us 
For Banu Khalaf and the GhaY�lil.' 
We are the pure stock from the summit of Hilshim 
And the family of Qu�yy in matte� of import. 
Sahm andMakhtiim stirred up apinst us 
Every llO)undrdand low-born churl. 
'Abdu ManM. rou are the best of your people, 

' s." pogc tJJ of th� A .. bK: ,u' .. ·h<"' th; . hn .. i' '1''''ttd .nd u" la;n.u 
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Do not make common cause: with every ouuider. 
You have proved feeble and weak 
And done a thing lar from right. 
You werc till Iatcly the sticks under one pot 
But now you are the atieks under many POlS and \·cucls. 
Let the Bami 'Abdu Mana{ get satisfaction from parting from us, 
Desc:rting us and leal·ing us imprisoned in our quarters! 
If we arc men we shall take revenge' for what you have done 
And you will lufferthe full effects of war. 
The best men among Lu'ayy b. Ghlllib. 
E"erybold chid exiled tous; 
The family of Nufarl is the worst that ever trod the earth, 
The most contemptible of all the sons of l\h'add, 
Tell Qupyy that our eausc will be blazed ahroad, 
And gh'e Qu�ayy the good newll that after us there will be a falling 

ap1lrt (among our enemies), 
Yet if calamity belell Qupyy one nighl, 
Weahould have been the first to protect them; 
Ifthey foughl bravely in defence of their houses, 
We should show them how to protect the mothers of children. 
Yet e"ery friend and nephew on whom we ought to count 
\Vefind usc:leu when put to the test 
Except for certain men of KiU.b b. Murra 
Whom we exempt from the Itigma of the deserter;' 

' Or'beu·lfUdll"·. o.tWrd;nl ""_'h<r�i ... • W ........... thcm bJ ni.b •• .....,. .l1 ... mtNd 
E""ry lior.ndfooldi .. p�.mlfromou, .i,ht 
Ou ... wo. the ,,·.t�ri"ll·plo<. ornonR 'h�m, 
We ..... tbe _k.J;h dd�".,. of GhlIib 

The roullR mc-n .. r .he Kftl� _ ond llhhim A ... l;k • •  ", .. rd bL.d" ;n the hand . .. f , h . ""'i.he .... 
They_�no .. nnlr". no,thed blood, 
N .. ' d  .. .....,. op_anJbutd� _nttribeo.. 
In,hd, fi�h.jnl """ _ <hc,..,.."," 
Liko fierc. lion. qua' ... l1inH .... ..,' lump. ofm .. ,; 
Sonoof. f."""ri'. E'h;.,p;an· .I ..... jti,'. 
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:����lavi tuflii. See A. }d£.ry. F"",p V",abo<lory ofth. GN'd�, Barod., 1938, I'P. 15 f, 
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Undeniably fine is Zuhayr, our nephew, 
A .word loosed from belts, 
The proudest of the proudest chiers, 
Belonging to the finest.tock in glory. 
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' to AJ:!mad and hi, brethren, 

For who among men can hope to be like him 
When judges assess rival claim to merit, 
ClcRlent, rightlyguided,just, scrious, 
The friend of God, ever mindful of Him. 
ny God! but Ihat I might crcate a precedent' 
That would be brought against our sheikhs in assemblies, 
We would follow him whatever fate might bring, 
In deadlyeamest, not in idle words. 
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AJ:!mad has.truck 10 decp a root among la 
That the attacks of the arroganl fail 10 affect him. 
I Ihielded and dtfended him myselfby evtry means (172}.1 

The Ghayitil are of n. Mhm b. 'Amr b. Hu�aYl; Abu Sufyin i. I. I�arb '77 
b. Umayya; Mut'im il I. 'AdIy b. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manif; Zuhayr is J. 
AbU Umayya b. al-Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b .. Makhz(im. his 
mother being 'Atika d. ·Abdu'I-Munalib. Asld and his firstborn, i.e. 
'Attib b. Asld b. AbU'I-'I, b. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams h. 'Abdu Man�f. 
'Uthmin is I. 'Ubaydullah the brother of TalJ:!a b. 'Ubaydullah al-Taymi; 
Qunfudh is I. 'Umayr b. Jud'in b. 'Amr h. Ka'b b. Sa'd b. Taym b. 
Mum. Abu'l-Walid is 'Utba b. Rabi'a; and Ubayy is a1·Akhnas b. Shariq 
al-Thaqafiallyofn. Zuhra b. Kilab (I73}·· 

AI-A,wad is I. 'Abdu Yaghlilh b. Wahb h. 'Abdu Manaf b. Zuhra b. 
Kilitb; Subay' is l. KMlid brother of B. al-J:larilh h. Fihr; Naufal is I 
Khuwaylid b. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uui b. Ou�yy. He was I. al-'Adawiya, 
one of the 'satans' ofOuray.h. He it was who roped togclher Ahu Bakr 
and Tal!)a b. 'Ubaydullah when they went over to Islam. They got the 

M.y ho ......" ..,_.obcan odornrnm. ,odv pe<>pleolu..world, 
An o  ......... "'to"-e ... homGodhu bcfriondod 

No, inW . • ndundoub,edly.nin,.rpobtion from .p;"". r .. d.r. 
· T  ...... i. much to be .. id f"" he """" ......... r ... odinlr, 'bu. 'h.t l migh. brin' .h.mo'. 

Th� Lord "fmonkind OI""nflhen himwi'h hi. help, 
Anddi.pl.y . ... lip:.n .... hooe 'ru'hhold. nof.l .. hoodl 
Noblc rnen,not ... .,vingfrorn rieht . .. 'hoH f.l ... n 
Broulh, thftn up in thc bcs. of ... ,.. 
'f'hoouch K.·bi.noorto Lu·.yy 
Tho dIY muo. _ ....... thcy mwt fIU .pan 

'J'ha,o""n<O .... I.dun.inW.'lvn.ion 
· Tt\io u><l thc fol ..... "" ..... pph ... nds unde"he ....... oll.H.. but u.. con .... ' 

IIIftUtl w. u..y .,.,in part .. leos.fmrn l.l 
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'78 name " he two-tied-together-ones' from this, 'Ali killed him at the hauTe 
of Badr. Abu 'Arnr i, Quq.a b. 'Abdu ',\mr b. Naufal b. 'Abdu ManH. 
The 'ueacherous people' are 8. Bakrb. 'Abdu !\lan::it b. Kinana. These 
are the Arabs whom Abu Tlilib enumerated in his verse (174). 

When the prophet'. fame began to be blaud abrOlid throughout the land 
he "'-as mentioned in Medina. There was no tribe among the Al'1Ibs ",ho 
knew more about the apostle when and before he wu mentioned than this 
tribe of Au. and Khazraj. The reason [or this was that they were well 
acquainted with the sayings of Jewish rabbia and they livcd siJe by side 
with them as allies. When the apostle was talked of in Medil1ll and they 
heard ofthc trouble he had with Quraysh, Abu Qays b. al-Aslat, brother of 
B. Wliqif, composcd thc "ersesgi,'cn below (175). 

Abu Qa)'I was warmly attached to Quraysh since: he was related to them 
through his wife Amab d. Asad b. 'Abdu'l-'Uzzli b. Qu�ayy, and he with 
hilwife uac:dm ltaywilhthemforyears ala tillK'. He composc:d an ode in 
which he magnified tbe sanctity oflhe area, forbade Qura)'Ih to fighl there, 
urgc:d them to-,and by one another, mentioned thcir merits and virtut.'"5, 
urged them to protect the apostle, and reminded them of how God had 
deah with them and sa\'ed them in thc War of the Elephant. 

o rider, when you meet Lu'ayyibn Gh:l.lib 
Give him a message from me, 
The tidings of a man who though rar from you 
Is diSlres.<lCd at what is between you, sad and worried. 

�\
�
e
sc�C:t�::l� :n�:�n:r:�h� �a:�uld. 

I learn that you are dh'ided into camps, 
Oncpanykindla thefireofwar,the otherprovidcs the .£ud. 
I pray Godto protcctyou from )'ourevil act, 
Your wicked quarrcl and thc insidious attack of scorpions, 
Defamatory reports and sccret plots 
Like pricking awls which nC�'crfailto pierce:. 
Rcmind thcmof God, fil'1ltofali things, 
And thc sin of brcaking thc taboo on tl'll\,e\·\\orn gal!Clles.' 
Say to them, (and God will give His judgement) 
If you abandon war it will go far from you. 
Wbcnyou stir it up you raisc an cllii thing; 
'Tis a monster dcvouring c\'crything ncar and far, 
It SCVCI'1l kinship and destro)'I peoplc; 
It cuts the flesh from the hurnp and the back 
You will gh'c up the finest clothes of Yaman 
For a 801dier'. garb and coat of mail, 
Musk and camphor for dust-colourcd armour 

b��;i�l��:�;�;��;;:;;';��'�boo�':�:�:e���::'b�'C� the 
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Ikwarc ofwar! Do not kt it cling to you; �v:����:: �
n
�i��:n��ught. 

But aftcrwards thcy plainly reoogniu an old hag. 
It scorches unsparingly thcwcak, 
And aims dcath-dealing blowa atthc grcat. 
Know you not whit happened in the war of Ol1;lis? 
Or the war of l;I�tib? Take a lesson from them! 
How many a noblechiefil Ilew, 
The generous holt whOle guest lacked naught, 
A huge pilc of ashes bcneath his POt, 
Praised byall, nobie in charactcr, his lword 
Drawn only in righteous causc; 
'Til 18 watcr poured out at random, 
AAifwindsfromall quartcrsscattcred lheclouds;' 
A truthful, kno�'ledgeable manwilltellyou ofits battles 
(For real knowledge is the rcsult ofexpcrience). 
So scll your.pcars to thl»ewho love war 
An

r
�

c
��:�bcr the account you mUll render, for God i. the best 180 

Man'l Lord has choscn a rcligion, 
So let none guard you but the Lordof heavcn, 
Raise upfor ula /.raniJircligion. 
You arc our objcct; one is guided in tl1l\'c1 by heights, 
You arc a light and protcclion to this peoplc, 
You lcadthe way, not laelting vinuea. 
If men were valucd, you would bc ajewcl, 
Thc best ofthc \'ale il youra in noble pride. 
You prcservc nobic, ancient peoples 
Whosc genealogy Ihowl no foreign blood; 
You sec the needy come to your houses 
Wa\'e after wa\·c of .tarving wights. 
Thepeopleknowthat )'ourlcaders 
Are ever the best people ofthe slationlof Min�,' 

::t
i�::��7���!t��; �cu���:;;. 

, If.he .ubj«' of,)'" m<"lphor ; • .-or the nldin. �aIJl i. riKh., Ind indiocrimin ... 
blood.hed i, indicat<d; if,he v.ri.n" al41 'po,ouo ooil'i, adop,<d" hepo<'i' con'inuin, 
hi.d.ocrip.ion of'h. �n"oul .. arrior whooe ho,pi,.Il'y u .. ndl .o .he moolin .. ,i.bl. 

' See Al.Suhoyll, .h, who .. y. ,ho, U. to nplaillJ ,Mword, H. io quo,inlr from p. loo 
of,"" '�'. Al_Borq, .. y. i, ,,, •• " ... l1 •• Minl .. 'he ... th. blood or,hc .. crifici.ol �ic.i"" """ 
coIlec'<d. It,.. •• • • pot'"C'M .... «I brthe Anboa. The ""'rdjoJ/j ..... . pparently meon.'he 
.tornac:hofl f\lmirLon' • •  ndno'u ... l1y.lo...., numhc.of.uch.kimuocdfor""rryi ... .... ter 
wouklbc"..w.bk.hc:n;the.do.., i.io poooi!oktha,the,t..., 'pcople ofthe.tomKh.kino· 
oimply means Anbo. the pcople .. ho mo ... than .ny odw. uotd tlu. kind of v .... l for a.ny_ 
in.f-.tand ..... '.r.andoo.hemcanin.cof.hc:poo. ;,, 'ho" hcuibeof Lu·.l')'i  • •  ho !inn. 
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Rise and pray to your Lord and rub yourselves 
Against the oorners of this house bctween the mountains. 
He gave you a convincing test' 
On the day ofAbil Yaksiim, leader of the squadrons, 
His cavalry was in the plains, 
His infantry upon the passes of the hills. 
When the help of the Lord of the throne reached you 
His armies repulsed them, pelting them, and oovering them with 

dust; 
Quickly they turned tail in flight 
And none but a fewretumed to his people from the army. 
Ifyou perish,we shallperish, andthefairsby which menlive. 
These are the words o f a  truthful man (176). 

1h l:Iakim b. Umayya b. l:I�ritha b. a1-Auq� al-Sulaml, an ally of B. Umayya 
who had bcoome a Muslim, composed the following verses to tum his 
people from their determined enmity to the apostle. He was a man of 
good birth and authority. 

183 HOW THE APOSTLE WAS TREATED BY H I S  OWN PEOPLE 

When the Ouraysh bccame distressed by the trouble caused by the enmity 
bctween therr. p.nd the apostle and thollC of their people who accepted his 
teaching, they stirred up against him foolish men who called him a liar, 
insulted him, and accused himof being a pott, asorcerer, a diviner, and of 
being possessed. However, the apostle continued to proclaim what God 
had ordered him to proc1aim, concealing nothing, and exciting their di slike �:ti���:17�? their religion, forsaking their idols, and leaving them to 

Ya�y5 b. 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr on the authority of his father from 'Abdul
lah b. 'Amr b. al-'� told me that the latter was asked what was the worst 
way in which Ouraysh showed their enmity to the apostle. He replied: 'I 
was with Ihem one day when Ihe notables had gathered in Ihe l:Iijr and Ih e 
apostJewas mentioned. They said that they had never known anything 
like the trouble they had endured from this fellow; he had declared the ir 
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II.lode of life foolish, insulted their forelathers, reviled their religion, 
divided the community, and cursed their gods. What they had borne was 
past all bearing, or words to that efJect.' 

While they were thus discussing him the apostle came towards them and 
kissed the black stone, then he passed them as he walked round the temple. 
As he passed they said some injurious things about him. This I co\1.ld see 
from his expression. He went on and as he passed them the second time 
they attacked him similarly. This I oould see from his expression. Then 
he passed the third time, and they did the sarne. He atopped and said, 
'Will you listen to me 0 Quraysh? By him who holds my life in His hand 
I bring you slaughter." This word so struck the people that not one of 
them but stood silent and still; even one who had hitherto been most 
violent spoke to him in the kindest way possible, saying, 'Depart, 0 Abii'l
Qbim, for by God you are not violent: So the apostle went away, and on 
the morrow Ihey assembled in the I:!ijr, I being there too, and they asked 
one another if they remembered what had taken place between them and 
Ihe apostle so that when he openly said something unpleasant they let him 
alone. While they were lalking thus the apostle appeared, and they leaped ,8. 
upon him as one man and encircled him, saying, 'Are you the one who said 

:�a�:������t �h�.��s
n�n� s:U: ;�!g!������i;�:l:;��, :;h�� ��� 

Bakr interposed himself weeping and saying, 'Would you kill a man for 
saying Allah is my Lord?' Then they left him. That is the worst that I 
ever saw Quraysh do to him. 

One of the family of Umm Kulthiim, Abu Bakr's daughter, told me that 
shesaid,'Abii Bakr retumed that daywiththehairofhis head torn. He 
was a very hairy man and they had dragged him along by his beard' {I77}. 

!:IAMZA ACCEPTS ISLAM 

A man of Aslum, who had a good memory, told me that Abu Jahl passed 
bytheapostleatal-$afi, insultedhimand beha\'edmost offensively,speak
ing spitefully of his religion and trying to bring him into disrepute. The 
apostle did not speak to him. Now a freedwoman, belonging to 'Abdullah 
b. Jud'ln b. 'Amr b. Ka'b b. Sa'd b. Taym b. Murra, was in her house 
listening to what went on. When he went away he betook himself to the 
assembly of Quraysh at the Ka'ba and sat there. Within a little while 
Bamn b. 'Abdu'I-Mu\\alib arrived, with his bow hanging from his shoulder, 

;�:r:� f��h:e 
c;=; �:�k

h�:: ::���;���:! :::t ��!::��it�: 
had circumambulated the Ka'ba, and that done when he passed by an .85 

::�h�l�t%�������:rQ����� :nn: t�!u::!:��;����!;'it���e:�s�: 
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had gone back to his house when he passed by this woman, who asked him 
if he had heard of what Abu'l-l;Iakam b. Hi,hll.m had done just reiXn!ly to 
his nephew, Muhammad; how he had found him silting quietly there, and 
insulted him, and cul'1ed him, and treated him badly, and that Muhammad 
had answered not a word. l;Iamza was filled with rage, for God purposed 
to honour him, so he went out ata run and did not stop to greet anyone, 
meaning to punish Abu Jahl when he met him. When he gOt to the mOS(lue 
he allW him sitting among the people, and went up to him until he stood 
O\'er him, when he lifted up his bow and struck him a violent blow with it, 
saying, 'Will you insult him when I follow his religion, and say what he 
says? Hit me back i[you canl' Some ofn. Makhzum got up to KO to Abu 
Jahl's help, but he said, 'Let Abu 'Umlra alone for, by God, I insulted 
his nephew deeply.' I�amz.a'. Islam was complete, and he followed the 
apostle's commands. When he became a Muslim the Quraysh reo>gniud 
that the apostle had become strong, and had found a protector in l;Iamza, 
and ao they abandoned some of their ways of harassing him. 

WHAT 'UTBA SAID ABOUT THE PROPHET 

Yuid b. Ziy�d from Muhammad b. Ka'b al-Qu�i told me that he was 
told that 'Ulba b. Rabi'a, who wu a chief, said one day while he wu 
.itting in the Quraysh assembly and the apostle \\"as sitting in the mosque 
by himself, 'Why .hould I not go to Muhammad and make lOme proposals 
to him which if he accepts in part, we will give him whatever he wants, and 
hewilileaveuliin peacc:?' Thishappenedwhen l;larnzahad.ecc:ptedIaIam 
andtheysawthatthe prophet'sfollowel'll wereincreuingandmultiplying, 
They thought it was a good idea, and 'Utba went and sat by the prophet 

.86 and said, 'O my nephew, you are one of us as you know, of the noblest o( 
the tribe and hold a worthy poIition in ancestry. You h"'e oomc to your 
people with an important matter, dividing their oommunity thereby and 
ridiculing their customs, and you have insulted their gods and their reli
gion,and deciared thattheir forcfathers wereunbelieven,lO listen tome 
and I will malr.eeome suggestions, and perhaps you will be able to accept 
one of them.' The apos!le agreed, and he went on, 'Jfwhat you want is 
money, we will gather for you of Our property eo Ihat you may be the riehe.t 
of us; if you want honour, we will make you our chief so that no one can 
decide anything apart from you; if you want sovereignty, we will make you 
king, and iflhitgh06twhich comes to you, which you Kt', i.suchthat you 
cannot get rid of him, we will find a phyaician (or you, and CJ,:h.aUlt our 

::�n���il
g�t�i��:� C:u:ci �: i���e:r 

a:::�i�: s��t �;:r;:i��!I: 
listened patiently, and then said: 'Now listen to me, .. In the name of God, 
the compassionate and merciful, I:I.M., a revelation from the compassion
ate, the merciful, a book whose verses are expounded ., an Arabic Qunn 
for a pcople who under$tand, u an annountement and waming, though 
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NECOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE APOSTLE AND THE 

LEADERS OF QURAYSH AND AN EXPLANATION OF THE 

SORA OF THE CAVE 



The ufe of Muhammad 

Bpiritwhicll hadgot posseasionof�im(theyused tocall the familiar spirit 
ofthejinnra'ry),thentheywould exhaust theirmeansinfinding medicine 
to cure him. The apostle replied that he had no such intention. He BOught 
not money, nor honour, nor lOvereignty, but God had sent him as an 
apostle, and revealed a book to him, and commanded him to become an 
announcer and a W2mer. He had brought them the meuap of his Lord, 
and given them good advice. Iftheytook itthentheywould haveaponion 
in thi. world and the next; if they rejected it, he could only patiendy awa it 
the illue until God decided between them, or worda to that effcct. 'Well, 
Muhammad,' they said, 'if you won't accept any of our propositions, you 
know that no people Ire morc lhon of land and W2ler, and livc I hardcrlife 
than we, 10 uk your Lord, who hu sent you, to removc for us these 
mountainl which shut UI in, and to atraighten out our country for ua, and 
toopcn upinit ri\·en likcthose ofSyriaand Iraq,and·to relurrect forw 
our forefathers, md lct there be among thoac that arc relurrectcd forua 
Qupyy b. Killb, for he wu a true shaikh, 10 that we may uk them whether 
what you lIy i, true or falte. Iftheyuyyouareapeakingthe truth, and 
you do what we ha\'e asked you, we will believe in you, and we ahall know 
what your poaition with God il, and that He has actually sent you as m 
apostle uyousay.' He rcplied that he had not been sent to them withauch 
an object. Hc had conveyed to them God'a message, and they could either 

189 accept it with advantage, or reject it and aWlit God', judgcment. They 
said that if he would not do that for them, let IUm do IOmething for himself. 
Ask God to send an angel with him to confinn what he said md to contra· 
diet them; to make him prdent and caatlCl, and treasures of gold and 
silverto lltisfy hisobvioua wanll. He,tood inlhe atreett utheydid,and 
helOught a livelihood uthey did. Ifhe could do thi., they would recogni� 
hi' merit and position with God, if he wcre an apo,tle as he claimcd to be. 
He replied that he would not do it, and would not ask for luch things, for 
he wu nOI aent todolO, lnd he repeated what he had lIid before. They 
said, 'Then let the heavent be dropped on ua in pieces,' as you IISCn thlt 
your Lord could do if He wilhed, forwewill nol believe you unlcssyou 
do BO.' The apostlc replied that this was a matter for God; if Hc wanted to 
do it with them, He would do il. They said, 'Did not your Lord know that 
we would sit with you, and ask you these queltions, BO that He might come 
to you and instruct you how to aJIIwer us, Ind tcll you what He was going 
todowithul,ifwedid nolreceiveyourmessa.ge� Infonnationhureached 
uSlhatyouaretaughtbythi. fellowin al.Yamlm.a, called.l.Ra�mIn, .nd 
by God we will never belie\'e in the Ra�mln. Our conscience il clear. By 
God, we will not leave you and our treatment of you, until either we 
dCllroy you or you destroy UI.' Some uid, 'We worship the angels, who 
arethe dlughtert ofAllah.' Othersaaid, 'Wewillnot believe in you until 
you come to us with God md the angcb as a lurety." 

When theyaaid thil the apoade got up md left them. 'Abdullah b. AbU 

' Cf.SIln'7.94. 
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him, '0 Muhammad, your people have made you certain propositions, 
which you have rejccted; firal they asked you things for themsclvcs that 
they mighl know thaI your poeition with God is what you say il is 30 thai 
they might believe in you and follow you, and you did nothlng; Ihen the y 
asked you to take IOmething foryourself, by which they might know your 
supcriority overthem andyour ltandingwithGod,andyouwouldnotdo 190 
it; then they asked you to hasten aome of the punilhmentwith which yo u 
were frighleningthem, and you did not do it', or words to that effect , 'and 
by God, I willnevcr bclieve inyou unlil yougcla ladder lolhe lky, and 
mount up it until you IXImc to ii, while I am looking on, and until four 
angclt .hall lXlmewithyou, tcstifyingthatyouare .pcakingthe truth,and 
byGod, even ifyou did that I do not think I should believe you.' Then he 
went.way, andthe apostle wcnt to his family, aad.nd grie\'ing, bccausc 
his hopc that thcy had callcd him 10 accept hil prcaching was vain, and 
beeault of their cstnngcment from him. When the .postle had gone Abu 
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hardly lih,' or wordato th.t effcct, 'and when he prostratcs himself in 
prayer I will iplit his skull with it. Bctray me or dcfend mc, letthe B. 
'Abdu Manlf do what they like afler that.' They uid that they would 
never hetray him on any account, and he oould carry on with hil projcct. 
When moming came Abu lahl look a Ilone and aat in ", .. it for the apostle, 
who behaved .. ulual that morning. While he was in Mecca he faced 
Syria in prayer, and when he prayed, he prayed between the lOuthem 
oornerand the blaek stone, putting lhe K.'ba between himsclf.nd Syria. 
The apostle rose to pray while Qurayth aat in their mccting, ", .. iting for 
wh.t Abu lahl Wlf to do. When the apostle prostrated himaclf, Abu Jahl 
took up the stone and went towards him, until when he got ncar him, he 
turned baek in Aight, pale with terror, and his hand had withered upon the 
stone, 10 that he cut the Itone from ·hi, hand. The Qurayth wed him 
what had happcned, and he rcplicd that when he got ncar him . camcl'l 
stallion got in hilway. 'By God', hesaid, '1 ha\"e ne\"erseen anything like '9' 
his head, shoulders, and teeth on any lIallion bcfore" and he made as 
though he v.'OUld elt me.' 
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l,e lIid, 'That was Gabriel. If he had come ncar, 

When Abu Jahl said that to them, al-Na�r b. al-l:Jlrith b. Kalada b. 
'Alqam.a b. Abdu Manlfb. Abdu'I-Dlr b. Ou,a),}, (178)gOt up .nd said: '0 
Ourayah, a litul1ion has arilcn which you ClInnot deal with. Muhammad 
waa I young man moat liked amongyou,ffiOIltruthful in.pcceh,and most 
trullworthy, until, whenyou I.wgrey haira on hil temple, and he bro ught 
you hil mcssage, you.aid he waa I IOrcerer, but he i.not, for we havesccn 
luch people andthcir lpitting lndtheirknou;you llid, adiviner, but we 
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reports, saying, 'Muhammad promised us an answer on the morrow, and 
today is the fifteenth day we have rel"lUined without an answer.' This 
delay caused the apostle great sorrow, until Gabriel brought him the 
Chapter of The Cal'e, in which he reproaches him for his sadness, and 
told him the answers of their questions, the youths, the mighty trav eller, 
and the spirit. 

I was told that the apostle said to Gabriel when he came, 'You have shut 
yourself off from me, Gabriel, so that I became apprehensil·e.' He 
answered, 'We descend only by God's command, whose is what lies 
before us, behind us, Illd what lirs between, and thy Lord docs not 

forget." 
He began the Sura with His own praise, and mentioning (Muhammad'l) 

prophethood and apostolateand their denial thereof, and Hesaid, 'Glory ��o:
a
��:

d
�od, who has revealed the book to Hi, servant," meaning 

'Veril y thou art an apottle from Me,' i.e. confirming what they ask about 
thy propl1cthood. 'He hath not made therein crookedness, itis .craight,' 
i.e. it is level, without any differencc. 'To wam of a severe punishment 
from Him,' that is, His immediate judgement in Ihil world. 'And a painful 
judgement in the flC][t,' that is, from thy Lord, who has sent thtc as an 
apostle. 'To gil'e thosc who beliel"e, who do good works, the good newa 
that they will have a glorious reW1lrd, enjoying it everlastingly,' i.e. the 
etemal abode. 'TheYlhall not die therein,' i.e. those who have acc::epted 
your mcssage as true, though others have denied it, and have done the 
works that you have ordered. them to do. 'And to warn those who say God 
has taken a son.' He mean. the Quraysh when they say, 'We worship the 
angels who are the daughten of Allah.' 'They hal'e no knowledge about it, 
nor had their forefalhen',whotake hardlyyour leaving them and sha ming 
their religion. 'Dreadful ilthc word that procecdeth from their mouth' 
when they say the angell are God'B daughter •. 'They say nothing but a '94 
lie, and it may be that thou wilt destroy thyself,' 0 l\'1uhammad. 'In grief 
over thcir course if they be:liel'e not this saying,' i.e. becau!IC of hilsorrow 
when he was disappointed of his hope of them; i.e. thou shalt not do it 
(tSo). 'Verily We hne made that which is upon the eanh an ornament 
to it to try them which of them will behave the best,' i.e. which of them 
will follow 1\'Iy commandment and act in obedience to Me. 'And verily 
we will make that which is upon it a barren mound,' i.e. the earth and what 
is upon it wi1l perish and pass away, for all mUlt return to Me that I may 
reward them according to their deeds, so do not despair nor let what yo u 
hear :md sec therein griel'e you (181) 

Then coma the ItOry of what they asked him about the young men, and 
God said: 'Have you considered that the dwellen in the Cave and ai
Raqi� were wonden from our signsl' I.e. there were still more wonderful 
ligns in the proofs I ha\"egiven to men (18:z). Then God said: 'When the '95 
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young men took refuge in the Cave they said, 0 Lord, show us kindness 
and gi\'e usguidmce by Yourcommand, lO We sealed up their hcaring in 
the Cave for many years. Then We brought them to life again that We 
might know which of the two parties would best calculate the time that 
they had been there.' Then He hid: 'We will tell you the true account of 
them; they were young men who be1ie\'ed in their Lord, and We gave them 
fUrlher guidance, and Weltrengthened their hearls. Then they.tood and 
aaid, Our Lord is the Lord of heaven and earth. We will pray to no other 
god but Him. If we were to say otherwise we 3hould speak bluphemy,' 
i.e. they did not associate myone with Me as you have associated with Me 
wha, you know nothing about (183). 'These people of ours have choaen 
gocll in addition to Him, though they bring no plain authority for them,' 
i.e. a clear proof. '\Vho is more wid:ed than he who invena a lie again.t 
God? When you withdraw from them and what they .... ,orship irulead of 
God, then take refuge in the Cave; your Lord wil l spread for you by Hi. 
mercy and prepare a pillow for you in your plight. You might ICe the 
sun when it rises mO\'e away from their Cave towards the right, and when 
it aets it would go past them to the left, while they were in a cleft o(th e 

196 Cave' (184). 'That was one of the aigns of God', I.e. for a proofagainat 
those of the people of the !lCripturea who knew their story and who ordered 
those men to ask you aboul them concerning the truth of your prophecy in 
giving a true account of them. 'Whom God guides is rightly guided, and 
lor him whom He leads astray you will find no friend to direct. And 
you would think they were awake while they were sleeping, and ..... e ..... ould 
tum them over to the right and the left, while their dog was lying with ia 
forepaw. onthe thmlhold' (18S). 'If you obaerved themclO5Cly you would 
tum your backs on them fleeing, and be afraid of them' up to the 'A'Ordt 
'tboae who pined theirpoint llid,' i.e. the people of power and dominion 
among them. 'Let us build a mosque above them; they will say,' Le. the 
Jewi.h rabbis who ordered thcm to ask these questions. 'Three, their dog 
being the fourth of them, and lOme aay five, their .ixth being the dog, 
guessing in the dark,' i.e. they know nothing about it, 'and they uy seve n 
and their dog the eighth. Say: My Lord knows best about their number; 
none kno ...... them save a few, 10 do nOt contend with them except with an 
open contention,' Le. do not be proud with them. 'And do not ask anyone 
information about them,' for they know nothing about it. 'And donot py 
of anything I will do it tt;lmGrrow unless you say, If God will. And men
tion your Lord if you ha\'e lorgotten anduy, Perhap5 my Lord will guide 
metoa nearer way of truth than thil,' i.e. do not !lay about anything whic h 
they uk you what you said about thi" vi!:. I will tell you tomorrow, and 
make God' . .... ill the condition, and remember Him when you have for
gotten to do 10 and !lay, Perhapl my Lord will guide me to what i. bctter 
than what they ask of me in guidance, for you do not know what I am 

'97 doing .bout it. 'And they remained in their Cave three hundred yeara 
and they added nine: i.e. they will saythia. 'Say: Your Lord Imow.best 
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how long they stayed there. The secrets of heaven and earth are with Him. 
How wonderfully He _ and hears. They have no friend but Him, and 
He allo\\'$ none in His dominion as a panner,' i.e. nothing of what they 
ask you is hidden from Him. 

And He said about what they asked him in regard to the mighty traveller, 
'And they will ask you about Dhu'l-Qamayn; hy, I will recite to you a 
remembrance of him. Verily We gave him power in the eanh, and We 
ga
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I(retched out before him until he tra�ersed (he whole eanh, east and west, 
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over every land he trod on unlil he reached the fanhelt 

A man who used to purvey stories of the foreignen,l which were handed 
down among them, told me that Dhu'l-Qamayn was an Egyptian, whose 
name was Marzubln b. Mardhaba, the Greek, descended from Yunln b. 
Y�tilh h. NiiQ (186). 

Thaur b. Yazld from Khllid b. l\'1a'din II-Klli'l, who was • man who 
reached Islamic times, told me that the apottle was IIlIked lbout Dhii'l
Qarnayn, and he said, 'He is an angel who measured the qrth beneath by 
ropes.' 

Khilid said, "Umar heard I man calling someone DhQ'I-Qarnayn, and 
he said, "God. pardon you, are you not nti.tied to use the namel of 
the prophets lor your children that you mUlt now name Ihem .fter the 
angels?'" Ood know. the truth of the matter, whether the apottle nid 
Ihat ornot. Ifhe aaidit. thenwhat henidwalrue. 

God. aaid concerning what they IIlIked him about the Spirit, 'They will 
.... you about the Spirit, aay. the Spirit is.matter formy Lord,andyou 
have only a litde knowledge about it." 

I was told on the authority of Ibn 'Abbb that he said, When the apoltle 
came to Medina, the Jewish rabbis said, 'When you said, "And you have 
only a little knowledge about it," did you mean usor your own people l' 
He laid, 'Both of you.' They said, 'Yel you will read in what you brought 198 
that we were given the T.urlt in which i, an exposition of everything.' He 
replied thil in reference to God's knowlcdgethat was little, but in il there 
was enough for them if they carried it out. God re\'ealed concerning what 
theyuked him ibout that 'Ifall the lrees in Ihe world were pera and the 
ocean were ink, Ihough the IICven IICU reinforced it, the words or God 
would not be exhausted. Verily God. i. mighty and wise.'J i.e. The Taurit 
compared with God', knowledge is little. And God. revealed to him con
cerning what his people wed him for themselves, namely, removing the 
mountaiJIII, and cutting the eanh, and ra;'ing their rorefathen from the 
dead, 'If there were a Qurin by which mounlliJIII could be moved, or 
the eanh.plit. or Ihe dead lpokeD 10 [it would be th;. one], but to Ood 
bela,n: � 
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to them what they knew was the Iruth so that they recognized his truthful -
ness and his position as a prophet in bringing them tidings of the unseen 
when they asked him about it, envy pre\'ented them from admitting his truth, and they became insolent against God and openly forsook hil com
mandmenta and took refuge in their polytheism. One of them hid, '00 
not listen to this QurAn;lreat it as nonsense and probably you will get t he 
better of it', i.e. treat it as nonsenst and falsc; and treat him as a mere 
raver-rou will probably get the better of him, whereas if you argue or 
debate with him any time he will get the better of)"Ou. 

Abu Jahl, when he .... oas mocking the 3postle 3nd his messa8�one day, 
said: 'Muh3mmad pretends that God', troops who will punish you in hell 
and imprison you there, Ire nineteen only, while you have a large popu la
lion. Can it be that e\'eryhundred of you is unequal to one man of them l' 
In reference to that God re\·ealed. 'We have made the guardians of hell 
angels, and We have made the number of them a trial to those who dis
believe', tothe end of the passage.' Whereupon whenthe apostle r�ited 
the Quran loudly as he was praying, tbey began to disperse and refused to 
listen to him. If an)'one of them wanled to hear what he was reciting as he aoa 
prayed, he had to listen stealthily for fear of Ouraysh; and if he saw that 
they knew that he was listening to it, he went away for fear of punishmen t 
and listened no more. If the apostle lowered his voice, then the man woo 
was listening thought that they would not listen to any part of the read ing, 
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them that the verse, 'Oon't speak loudly in thy prayer and don't be silent ; 
adopt a middle coune:J .... oas revealed because of those pcople. He said, 
'Don't apeak loudly in thy prayer' 10 that they may go away £romyou, and 
'Don't be ,ilent' 50 that he who wants to hear, of those who liSlen atealthily, 
cannot hear; perhapll hewill give h�dto80meofit and profitthereby. 

TilE FIRST ONE WilD PRONOUNCED TilE QURAN l.OUDLY 

Ya�yi b. 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr told me as from his father that the fil"$t man 
to speakJhe Quran loudly in Mecca after the apoatle was 'Abdullah b. 
l\1as'ud. The prophet'. companions came to�ther one day and remarked 

:::: ��)�.�:��o���e��r�h:� �a�:n
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hewould,theyreplicdthattheywere afraid onhis bchalfandtheywanted 
only a man of good family who would protect him from the populace if 
they attacked him. He replied, 'Let me alone, for God will protect me.' 
So in the morning he ..... ent to the sanctuary while Quraysh were in their 
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THE QURAYSH LISTEN TO THE PROPIIET'S REAI)ING 
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like that? By God, we will ne\'er belie"e in him and treat him as truthful.' 
Then al-Althnasgot up and left him. 

When the apostle recited the Quran to them and called them to God, 
they taid in mockery, 'Our hearts are veiled, we do not understand whit 
you sly. There i S I  load in our elrs so thlt we cannot hear what you Jay, 
and aeunain divides us from you, so follow your own path and we will foilow 
ours, wedo not undcrstandanything youuy.' Then Godrevcaled,'And 
whcnyou read the Quran we put between you and those who do not believe 
in the last day a hidden vcil," as faras the words 'and when you mention 
your Lord alone in the Quran they tum their !ncu in nersion', that is, 
how can they understand thy assenion that thy Lord is one if I have put 
veils over their hean. and heaviness in theirean, and between you and 
them is a cunain as thcy allege 1' i.e. that 1 havc notdoneit. 'Weknow 
bett about what they listen to when they listen to you, and when theytak e 
Keret counsel, the wicked uy, "You are only following I man bewitched",' 
i.e. that is the way they order people not to listen to the message I have 
gh'en you. 'Sec how they hnemade p,arables of you, and gone astray, 
and cannot find the way,' Le. they have made false proverbs about you, 
and eannot find the right path, and what they say is not straighlforward. 
'And Iheyuy, when we are bones and dried morsels shall we be raised a new 
creation?' Le. you have come to tell us that weahall bc raised afterdeat h 
when we are bones and dried fragment5, and that is aomething thatcanno t 
be. 'Say, Be ye hard stones or iron, or anything that you think in your 
mindi is harder, they will say, "Who will raise us?" Say, He who created 
you in the beginning,' i.e. He who created you from what you know, for to 
create you from dun is no more difficul! than that to him. 

'Abdullah b. Abu Najll;l from MujDlid from Ibn 'Abbb told me that the 
lauersaid, 'I asked him what W"1LS meant by the word of God "or something 
that you thinlt is harder" and hesaid, "Death.'" 

Then the Quraysh .howed their enmity to all those who followed the 
apaltle; e\'ery clan which contained Muslims auacked them, imprisoning 
them, and beating them, allowing them no food or drink, and cxposing 
them to thc buming heat of Mecca, so IS to seduce them from their religio n. 
Some gave way under prwure of persecution, .nd others resisted them, 
being protected by God 

Billl, who Will afterward. freed by Abu Bah but at that time belonged 
to one of B. Jumal;l, being ,Ine born, Will a faithful Muslim, pure of hean. 
His father's name was Rib� and his mother was I;bmma. Umayya b. 
Khalaf b. WahL b. I:fudhlfa b.JumaJ:a used to bring him out at the houest 
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put of the day and throw him on his back in the opcn valley and hue a 
great rock put on his chest; then he would uy to him, 'You willllay here 
till you die or deny Muhammad and worship AI-Lat and aJ.'Uzz5.' He 
used to say while he was enduring this, 'One, one!' 

Hishllm b. 'Urwa told me on the authority of his father: Wanqa b. 
Naufal was passing him while he was being thus tortured and saying, 
'One, one,' and he uid, 'One, one, by God, Billll.' Then he wem to 
Umayya and those of B. Jumal:l who hid thus maltreated him, and uid, 
'I swear by God that if you kill him in this way I will mue his tomb a 
shrine.' One dayAbl1 Bakr passed bywhik they were thus ill.treating him, for his house was among this clan. He said to Umayya, 'Have you 
no fear of God that you treat this poor fellow like this? How)ongis it to 
go on l' He replied, 'You are the one who corrupted him, so save him (rom 
his plight that you aee.' ' I  will doso,' said Abu Bakr; '1 have got a black 
slave, lOugher and "rongerthan he, who is a heathen. I will exchange him 

�:e!i���. The transaction was carried out, and Abu Bur took him and 

Bcfore he migrated to Medina he freed ,ix sl3\'cs in Islam, BiUI being the 
seventh, namely: 'Amir b. Fuhayra, who was present at Badr and U!:tud 

ao6 and wall killed at the battle of Bi'r Ma'una; and Umm 'Ubara and 'Zinnira 
(she lost hcr sight when he freed her and Quraysh saId, 'Al-L5t and al
'Uzzll arethe ones thathavelakenawayher sighl' ; butsheuid,'BythL 
house of God, you lie. AI-Lat and al-'Uull can neither harm nor heal,' 
so God restored her sight). 

And he freed al-Nahdiya and her daughter who belonged to a woman of 
B. 'Abdu'I-Dllr; he passed by them when their mistrcu had scnt them 
aboUllOmc fiouTof hers, andshewas uying, 'By God, l will ne\'er frce 
you.' Abu Bursaid, 'Free yoursc:lffrom your oath.' She llIid, ·1t is frce; 
you corrupted them so you free them.' Thcy agreed upon the priee, and he 
said, 'I will take them and thcyare frce, Return her Aourto her: They 
said, 'Oughtn't we to finish the grinding and then take it back to her/' 
He said, 'Ycs, if you like.' 

Hc passc:d by asla\'e girl of B, Mu'ammil, a clan of B. 'Adiy b, Ka'b who 
was a Muslim. 'Umar b. al-Khanll.b was punishing her to make her gi\'e 
up Islam. AI that lime he was a polytheist. He beat ht'r until he was tired 
ands.aid,'l h3\'eonly stoppedbeating you bt'ause lam lircd.' She said, 
'May God treat )'OU in thc SlIme way.' Abu Bakr bought her and freed her. 

Muhammad b, 'Abdullah b, Abu 'Atlq from 'Amir b, 'Abdullah b, al
Zubayr from one of his family told me: Abu Qul,liifa said to his son Abu 
Bakr, 'My son, I sec that you arc freeing wt'ak slave8, If you want to do 
what you arc doing, why don', you free powuful mt'n who could deft'nd 
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and what his father uid to him: 'As to him who gi\'CS and fears Cod and 
belic\'esin goodncu,' uptotht' divine words,'nonc is rewarded by God 
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�?r seeking his Lord's most sublime face and in the end be 

The B. Makhzum used to take out 'Ammlir b. Ybir with his father and 
mother, who were Muslims, in the heat of the day and expose them to the 
heat ofMecca,andtheApostiepasstd bythemand said, BOlhaveheard, 
'Patience, 0 family of Ybirl Your meeting-place will be paradise.' They 
killed hia mother, for lhe refused to ahandonIslam. 

It was that evil man Abu lahl who stirred up the Meccans against them. 
When he heard that a man had become a Muslim, if he was a IIW1 of 
socialimportanceand had relations to dcfendhim, he rcprimanded him and sO? 
poured scorn on him, saying, 'You have forsaken the rcligion of your father 
who was better than you. We will declare you a blockhead and brand you 
as a fool, and destroy your reputation.' If he was a merchant he uid, 
'We will hoycott your goods and reduce you to beggary.' If he was a 
person of no social importance, he bcat him and incited people againsthlm. 

l;Iaklm b. Jubayr from Sa'id b. lubayrtold me:'I saidto 'AbduJb.hb. 
'Abbas, "Were the polytheists treating them so badly that aposwy was 
cxC\lll.llblel" "Yes, by God, they were," hesaid, "they uscd to beat one of 
them, depriving him of food and drinkBO that he could hardly sit upright 
because of the violence they had used on him, so that in the end he would 
do whatever they said." If they said to him, "Are al-Llit and al-'Um 
your gods and not Allah?" he would say, "Yes" to the point that if a 
bcetle passed by them they would say to him, "Is this beetle your G!Xi and 
not Allah?" he would say yes, in order to escape from the suffering hewaa 
enduring.' 
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brother al-Walid b. al-Walid became a Muslim. They had agreed to seize 
some young men who had become Muslims, among whom were Salma b. 
Hishirn and 'Ayybh b. Abu Rabi'a. They were afraid of his violent 
temper and so they said, 'We wish to'admonish these men because of this 
religion which they have newly introduced; thus we shall be safe in the 
caseof others.' 'All right,' he said. 'admonish him, but beware that you 
do not kill him.' Then he began to recite: 
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'Be careful of his life, for I swear by God that if you kill him, I will kill t he 
noblest of you to the last man.' They said, 'God damn the man. After 
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left him and withdrew, and that was how God protected 

, Siln92·5 ' Lit.,·uciprocaltuniJ:!i',whi"h,,· •• ..,.;nO<"p& ... bl • •  ccompo.nimon, to war omot\i: the 
papnAnbo 
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THIl FIRST MIGRATION TO A8YSSINIA 

When the apostle saw the afRiction of his oompanions and that though he 
escaped it because of his slanding with Allah and his uncle Abu Talib, 
heoould not proteet them, he said tOlhem: 'If you were lOgo to Abyssinia 
(itwouldbe betterforyou), forthekingwillnOl loleraleinjuslice anditisa 
friendly country, until such lime as Allah shall relie\'e you from your 
distress: Thereupon his companions wenl 10 Abyssinia, being afraid of :�:��. and fleeing to God with their religion. This was the first hijra 

The first of the Muslims to go were: R Umayya 
'AIHn . . .  with his wife Ruqayya, d. the apostle 

B. 'Abdu'I·Shams: " . Abu l;ludhayfa b. 'Utba . .  
Sahla d. Subayl b, 'Amrone ofB, 'Amirb. Lu'ayy. 

B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I·'Uzzi: al-Zubayr b, al_Awwam . .  
B. 'Abdu'l-Dir . . . .  Mu�'ab b. 'Umayr. 
8.. Zuhra b, KiUb: 'Abdu'l-Ra�man b. 'Auf . . . .  
B. Makhzum b. Yaq�a: . . .  Abu Salama b. 'Abdu'I-Asad . , . with his 

wife Umm Salama d. Abu Umayya b. al.Mughira . . . .  
B. Jurna\l b, 'Arnr b. Hu�ays. . . 'Utbmin b. Ma;'un . . .  , 

aDO} B. 'Adiy b, Ka'b: 'Amir b. Rabi'a, an ally of tbe family of al-Khanab 
of Anz b. Wi'il (189), with his wife LayU d. Abu l;Iathma b. l;ludMfa . .  

B. 'AmiT b. Lu'ayy: Abu Sabra b. Abu Ruhm b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzzi b. 
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Abyssinia. 
B. al-J:lirith: Suhayl b. Bayda' . . . .  Thcse ten were the first togo to 

Abyssinia acoording to my information (190). 
Afterwards Ja'far b. Abu Talib went, and Ihe Muslims followed one :��:�

o
���il they gathered in Abyssinia; some took their families, others 

B. Hashim: Ja'far . . .  who took his wife AsmJ.' d. 'Umays b. al-Nu'mIn 
. . .  Shebare nim'Abdullah in Abyssinia 

B. Umayya: 'Uthm:ln b. 'Affan . . .  with his wife Ruqayya; . . .  'Amr b. 
Sa'id h. al-'A, . . .  with his wife Fiitima d. $afwm h. Umayya b. Mu�ar· 
rithb. Khumal b. Shaqqb. Raqabab. Mukhdij al-Kiniini,and his broth er 

210 KMlid with his ... ,ife Umayna (191) d. Khalaf of Khuzl'a. She bare him 
his son Sa'id in Abyssinia, and his daughter Ama who afterwards married 
al-Zubayr b. al-'Awwiim and bare to him 'Amr and KMlid. Of their 
allies of B. Asad b. Khuzayma: 'Abdullah b. Ja�h . . .  b. Aud and hia 
brother'Ubaydullah with his wife Umm l;Iablba d. Abu Sufyiin b.l;larb; . . •  
and Qa� b. 'Abdullah . . .  with his wife Baraka d. Yasilr, a freedwoman of 
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b. Oays b. 'Adiy b. Sa'd b. Sahm; Hishilm b. al.'� b. Wil'i! b. Sa'd b. 
Sahm (197); Qays b. Hudhilfa; . . .  Abo Oars b. al·l:lilrith; . . .  'Abdullah 
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Sa'id b. 'Amr, Sa'ld b. al·ijilrith; . . .  al-Sil'ib b. al-ijarith; • . .  'Umayr h 
Ri'�b b. Hudhayfa b. Muhashshim; . . .  Ma�miya b. al-Jad', an aUy of 
thein from B. Zubayd. Fourtetn men. 

B. 'Adiyy b. Ka'b: Ma'marb. 'Abdullah; . . .  'Urwab. 'Abdu'I-'U:zd; . • .  
'Adly b. Nac,llab. 'Abdu'I-'U:zd . . .  andhisson al.Nu'min; 'Amirb.Rabi'a, 
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IY of the family of al-Khanlb from 'Anz b, Wil'il with hi. wife Layll. 

B. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy: Abu Sabra b. Abu Ruhm . . .  with hi. wife Umm 
KulthOm d. Suhayl b. 'Arnr; . • .  'Abdullah b. Makhrama b. 'Abdu']· 
'UW; 'Abdullah b. Suha)'I . . .  Sallf b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu Shana . . .  and hi, 
brother aI-Sakrin with his wife Sauda d. Zama'a b. Qays b. 'Abdu Shams; 
. • .  MAlik b. Zama'a b. Qars . . .  with hi, wife 'Amra d. al-Sa'di b. 
Waqdlin h. 'Abdu Shams; . . .  J:llifib h. 'Amrb. 'Abdu Shams: • . .  Sa'd h. 
Khaula an ally of theirs. Eightperaons (II}8). 

B. al-J:lilrith b. Fihr: Abu 'Ubayda b. al.JarriJ:a who was 'Arnir b. 
'Abdullah b. al-Jarri�; . . .  Suhayl b. BaY9-I' who was Suhayl b. Wahb 
b. Rab!'a b. Hil!i.l h. Uhayb b. I;>abba . . .  (but he was alwaya known by his 

'liS mother'a name, Ihe being Da'd d. JaJ:adam b. Umayya b. J:arib b. al
J:llirith . . .  and was always cslled Bay41'); 'Amr b. Abli Sarb b. RabI'a . • .  
'JyI4 b. Zuhayr b.Abu Shaddlid b. Rabi'a b.Hilillb. Uhayb b. I;>abba b 
aI-ijlrith; but it il uid that this il wrong and that Rabl'awas the son of 
HiUU b. MAlik b. I;>abba; . . .  and 'Amr b. al.l:floth; . . .  'Utl,lmAn b. 
'Abdu Ghanm b. Zuhayr; . . .  and Sa'd h. 'Abdu Qays b. Laqif . . .  and 
hi. brother al-ijlirith. Eight person •. 

The total number of those who migrated to Abyssinia. apart from the 
little children whom they took with them or wefe born to them there, was 
eighty.three men if 'Ammlir b. Ylsir was among them, but that is doubtful. 

The following is an extract from the poetry which has been written in 
Abysainiaby 'Abdullah b.a1-l;Ilrithb.Qaysb. 'Adly b. Sa'db. Sahm. They 
were ufeiy ensconced there and �-ere grateful for the protection of the 
Negu.; could serve God without fear; and Ihe Negus had .hown them 
every hospitality. 

o rider, tair.e a message from me 
To those who hope for the demonstration of God and religion,' 
To everyone ofGod's perseculed servant8. 
Mistreated and hard tried in Me<:ca'svale, 
Namely. that we have found God's country spacious, �!gn���� f�; :�:!i

i
���:�shame and low-repute, 
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And shame in death, notsafe from blame. 
We have followed the apostle ofGod, and they 
Have rejected the words of the prophet, and been deceitful.' 
Visit thy punishment on the people who transgrcss 
And protect me lest they rise and lead me astray. 

'Abdullah b. al-l:Iilrith allO uid when he spoke of the Qura)'shu:pelling 
them from their country, and reproached some of his people 

My heart refuses to fight them 
And so do my fingelll ; I tell you the truth. 
How could I fight a people who taught you 
The truth that you Ihou!d not mingle with falsehood? 
Jinn worshippers exiled them from their noble land 
So that they were exceeding sorrowful ;  
Iftherewere faithfulncss in 'Adly b. Sa'd 
Springing from piety and kinship ties, 
I should h.ve hoped th.t it would have been among.You, 
By the grace of Him who is not moved by bribe.. 
I got in excbange for the bouutiful rcfuge of poor widow. 
A whelp, and th.tmothered by. bitch. 

Those Quraysh who deny God's truth 
Are u 'Ad and M.dyan and the people ofal.l;lijr who denied it 
If I do not raise a .torm let not the earth, 
Spacious land or ocean hold me! 
In a land wherein is Muhammad, servant of God. 

���� e:�:��t:�
a��r!� :ym':�e� 

Because of the lecond verae of this poem 'Abdullah wu called (l/.Ml4briq, 
the thunderer (or threatener). 

'Uthmin b. Ma;'un, reproaching Umayya b. Khalaf b. Wahb b. 
l;IUdhlfa b. Ju�, wbo " .. ashis cousin. and who used to ill-treat him 
because of his belief, made the following velllCl. Umayya was a leIder 
among his people .t Ih.t time. 

o Taym b. 'Amr, I wonder at him who came in enmity, 
When the sea and the broad high land lay between us,' 
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Did)'ou dri\'e: meoutof Mel:ca'sva[e: wbc:re: l wa3ufe: 
And make me Ih'e in a loath50me white: castle.' 
You fcathcr arrows, whosc: fe:alhe:ring wi[[ nOI he:lpyouj 
You sharpen arrows, whose: fe:athe:ra are all for you; 
You fight noble strong people 
And destroy those from whom you once sought help. 
You wilt know one day, when misfortune allaeD you 
And slr.lnge:n bctray you, what you have done:. 

Ta)'lTl h. 'Amr, "hom 'Uthman addrc:ssc:s, Wlill Juma�. Hit name: was 
Tarm. 

Whe:n Quraysh saw that the prophet'. companions were safely e:nsconced 
in Ab)'SSinia and had found sc:curitythe:re:, the:ydecide:d amongthe:msc:lves 
to send IWO determined me:n of their number to the Negus 10 get them &ent 
back, so that they could seduee them from their religion and get them outo f 
the home in whiehthey were: living in peacc:. So lheysc:nt 'Abdullah b 
Abu Rabi'a and 'Amr b. al-'k) b. Wl'il. They got together some presenu 
for them to take to the Negus and his generals. When Abu Tllib perceived 
their design he composed the following verse for the: Negus to move him 
to treat the:mkindlyand protectlhem 

Would that I kne:w how far-away Ja'fat and 'Amr fare:, 
(The bitte:rctt e:nemiC!l are oft the ne:arest in blood). 
� the: Ne:gus stilltreatJa'far andhis oompanions kindly, 
Or has the: mischief-make:rpreve:nted himl 
Thou ar! noble and generous, mayst thou escape calamity; 
No rc:fuge:es are unhappy with thec. 
Know that God has increascd lhyhappiness 
And all prospcrity cle:a\'es tothec. 

���h
a�ca:�:e���:e��n==d

o;:�ow with bounty 

Muhammad b. !\Iuslim al-Zuhri from Abil Bakr b. 'Abdu'I-RaIJ man 
b. al-l:Iarilh b. Hish5m al-Makhzumi from Umm Salama d. Abu Umayya 
b. al-Mughlra wife of the apostle said, 'Whe:n we: reached Abyssinia the: 
Negusgave us a kind re:cc:ption. We:aafe:ly practisc:d ourreligion,andwe: 
wonhipped God, and suffered no wrong in word or decd. When the 

2,8 Quraysh got to know of that, they decided 10 send two determined men 10 
the Negus and to give: him presc:nU of the: choicest wares of Mc:cc:I. 
Lcatherwork was espc:cially prized there, 10 they collc:cted a gre:at many 

1 A�ain thr radin, ond 1M mranina.'" in q...e,,;on. $Grit 1JK&ns ' ... d.· or 'room' in 
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gave us orders about prayer, alIIl!lgiving, and fasting (enumerating the 
commands of Islam). We confessed his truth and believed in him, and we 
foUowed him in what he had brought from God, and we worshipped God 
alone without associating aught with Him. We treated as forbidden what 
he forbade, and as lawful what he declared lawful. Thereupon our people 
attacked us, treated us harshly and seduced us from our faith to try to make 

a�o us.go back to the worship of idols instead of the worship of God, and to 
regard as lawful the evil deeds we once committed. So when they got the 
better of us, treated us unjustly and circuIIl!lcribcd our lives, and came 
between us and our religion, we caroe lo your country, having chosen 
you above aU others. Here we have been happy in your protection, and we 
hope that we 8ha.1l not be treated unjustly while we are with you, 0 King.' 

The NegUs asked if they had with them anything which had come from 
God. When }a'far said that he had, the Negus commanded him to read it 
to him, 50 he read him a paMage from (Sura) KHY'$.' The Negus wept 
until his beard was wet and the bishops wept until their actolls were wet, 
when they heard what he read to them. Then the Negus said, 'Of a trutn, 
this and what Jesus' brought have come from the same niche. You 
two may go, fOf by God, I will never give them up to them and they shall 
notbe bctrayed.' 

When the two had gone, 'Amr said, 'Tomorrow I will teU him something 
that will uproot them all.' Abdullah, who was the more godfearing of them 
in his attitude towards us, aaid, 'Do not do it, for they are our ltindrw. 
though they have gone against us.' He said, 'By God, l wilitell him that 
they assertthat}esus, son of Mary, is a creature.'J He went to him in the 
morning and told him that they said a dreadful thing about}esus, son of 
Mary, and that he should send for them and ask them about it. He did so. 
Nbthing of the kind had happened to them before, and the people gathered 
together asking one another what they should say about Jesus when they 
were asked. They decided that they would ny what God had said and what 
the prophet had brought, come what may. So when they went into tne 
royal presence and the question was put tothem, }a'faranswered, 'We say 
about him that which our prophet brought, saying, he is the slave of God, 
and his apoatle, and his 8pirit, and hisword, which he cast into Mary the 
blessed virgin.' The Negus took a stick from the ground and aaid, 'By 

u. God, Jesus, son of Mary, does not exceed what you have said by the length 
of this stick.' His generals round about him snoned when he said this, 
and he nid, 'Though you snort, by Godl Go, for you are safe in my 
country.' (Shuyummeans al-4minana.)'Then he repeated three times the 
words, 'He who corsea you will be fined. Not for a mountain of gold would 

' Snra.g. 
· Thi.;.the _dinll ofth� C.irotel<I "'hiohunfonun'I.ly fo.il, l<) record theMS.on 

",hioh(p, .. umobly) iliobued. W:''''''I ... od.M� .. ,ondhed'''''' DOI record 'VI';''nl 

. .... 1<)'Ii"'in Elh. m ... no '. h4/h offici.I· (.ina".) .. S. oonJ«ture<'l. D<zhr io ol", on Eth 
won!. The otory evidontly tom ... from oomeone famili.r with the lanlUl'i" of Abyuinio 
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I allow a man of you to be hUrt' (I99). Give them back their presents, for 
I have no use for them. God took no bribe from me when He gave me 
bac.k my kingdom, that I should take a bribe for it, and God did not do 
what men wanted against me, 80 why .hould I do what they want against 
Him.' So they left his prcaenee, crestfallen, talting away their rejected 
gifts, while we lived with him oomfortably in the best security. 

While we were living thus, a rebel arose to snatch hu kingdom from him, 
and I never knew us to be so sad as we were at that, in our anxiety lest this 
fellow would get the better of the Negus, and that a man would arise who 
did not know our case as the Negus did. He went out against him, and the 
Nile lay between the two parties. The apostle's companions ca1led for a 
man who would go to the battle and bring back news, and al-Zubayr b. 
al-'Awwilm volunteered. Now he was the youngest man we had. We 
inflated a waterskin and he put it under his chut, and swam across until 
he reached that pointofthe Nile where the anniu faced one another. Then 
he went on until he met them. Meanwhile we prayed to God to give the 
Negus Victory over his enemy and to uublishhim in his own country; 
and as we were doing so, waiting for what might happen, up came al-Zubayr 
running, waving hu clothu ashe said,'Hurrah,the Neguahas conquered 
and God has dutroyed his enemiu and utablished him in his land.' 
By God, I never knew UI to be so happy before. The Negus camt back, 
God having destroyed his enemy and established him in his oountry, and 
the chiefs of the Abyssinians rallied to him. Meanwhile we lived in happiest 
conditions until we came to me apostle of God in Mecca. 

HOW THE NEGUS BECAME KING OF ABYSSINIA 

A1-ZuhrI Baid: I told 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr the tradition of Abu Baltrb. 
'Abdu'I-Ra�m1n from Umm Salama the prophet's wife and he said: 'Do 
you knowwhathemeantwhenhesaidthatGodtooknobribe from me when 
He gave me back my kingdom that I should take a bribe for it, and God did 
not do what men wanted against me 80 why should I do what they want 
against Him?' When I said that I did not know, he said that 'A'isha told 
him that the father of the Negus was the Ir.ing, and the Negus was his only 
.on. The Negus had an uncle who had twelve sons who were of the 
Abyssinian royal house. The Abyssinians said among themsdves, 'It 
would be a good. thing if we were to Ir.ill the father of the Negus and make 
his brother lr.ing, because he haa no IOn but this youngster, while hit 
brother has twelve sons, so they can inhtritthe kingdom after him so that 
the future of Abyssinia may be pennanendy sc<;ured.' So they anacked �t�:r:�:{���� :n:

o
�:�!�7� �:�g his brother Ir.ing, and such was the 

The Nogus grew up with. h.is unc1e, an inttlligent and resolute young 
man. He attained an ascendancy over his uncle to such a degree that when 
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are.' Then he took paper and wrote, 'I-Ie testifies that there is no God but 
Allah and that Muhammad is Hissla\"eand apostle; and he testifies that 
Jesus, Son of l\'iary, is Hi. alal'e, His apostle, His spirit and His word, 
which He cast into l\13ry.' Then he put it in hi'gown near the right 
ahoulder and went out to the Abyssinians, who were drawn up in array to 
meet him. He said, '0 people, hal'e I not the best claim among you?' U4 
'Certainly,' they said. 'And what do you think of my life among you?' 
'Excellent.' 'Then what is)"ourtrouble?"You have forsai.en our religion 
and assen that Jaus is a slave.' 'Then what dO)'QU say about Jesus?' 'We 
aay that he is the Son of God.' The Negus pUI his hand upon his breast 
o\'er his gown, (signifying),'Uelestifics thal Jesus, Ihe Son of Mary ,was 
no more than "this".' By this he meanl what he had written, but they were 
content and went away. Newll of this reached the prophet, and when the 
Negus died he prayed over him and begged that his sins might be forgive n. 

' UMAR ACCEPTS ISLAM 

When 'Amr and 'Abdullah came 10 the QUr.1)'1oh, not having been ,ble to 
bring back the prophet'l companions and ha,'ing recei\"ed a sharp rebuff 
from the Negus, and when 'Umar became a Muslim, he being a strong, 
lIubborn man whose prou!ges none dare auack,the prophet's companions 
were so fonified by him and l;lamu that they got the upper hand of 
Qura)'1oh. 'Abdullah b. Mas'lid used 10 uy, 'We could not pray It the 
Ka'ba until 'Umar became I Muslim, and then he fought the OUr.1)"lh 
until he could pray there and we prayed with him.' 'Umar became a 
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Baid: "Umar's (conversion 10) Islam was a "ictory; his migration to 
Medina was a'help; and his government was a divine mercy. We could not 
pray at the Ka'bl until he became a Muslim, and when he did so he fought 
the Ouraysh until he could pray there and we joined him.' 

'Abdu'I-RaJ:!mJn b. al-l;Iirith b. 'Abdullah b. 'Ayyhh b. Abu Rabl', 
from Abdu'l-'Aziz b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amir b. Rabi'l from hi, mother Umm UJ 
'Abdullah d. Abu l:Iathma who said: 'We were on the point of teuing Ollt 
for Abyuinia, and 'Amir had gone out for something we needed, when 
'Umar came and stopped beside me, h .. being I polytheist at the time, and 
we were receiving harsh treatment and affliction from him. Ue said, "So 
you are off, 0 motherof'Abdul1ah." "Yes," I said, "we are going 10 God'lI 
country. You have violcntly ill-treated us until God has given us a w1ly 
OUI." He said, "God be with you," and I uw in him a compassion which 
I had nc,'erseen before. Thenhe .... ent away, and I could see plainly lhat 
our depanure pained him; and when '.3.mir came back with the thing 

'Thi.indica, .. the<eQl'noo..GfI.l . .. hicbI.H.UKd. OtherMSS.rnd'Jbnllithim 
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he needed I said 10 him, "0 father of 'Abdullah, I wish you had u;en 'Umar 
just now and the compassion and sorrow he showed on our account." 
When he asked me if I had hopes of his becoming a Muslim, I replied 
that I had, to which he answered, "The man you saw will not becom� a 

Muslim until al-Khalllb's donkey docs." This he said in despair of him 
because of his harshnes.s and severity against Islam.' 

The Islam of 'Umar, so I have heard, was on this wise. His sister was 

�:�mO
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Now Nu'aym b. 'Abdullah al-Na\.l\.lam, a man of his tribe from B. 'Adiy 
b.Ka'b,had become aMuslim andhe also concea!ed thefactout offear 
of his people. Khabbabb.al-Arattusedoften to come to Fatima 10 read 
the Qurantoher. One day'Umarcame out, girt with his sword, making for 
the apostie, and a number of his companions, who he had been informed 
had gathered in a house at al-$afl,in all about forty, including women. 
With the apostle was his uncle i;lamza, and Abu Bakr, and 'Ali, from among 
the Muslims who stayed with the apostle and had not gone out with those 
who went to Abyssinia. Nu'aym met him and asked him where he was 
going. 'I am making for Muhammad, the apostate, who has split up the 
Quraysh,made mockery of their traditions, insulted their faith and Ih eir 

216 gods, to kill him.' 'You deceive yourself, 'Umar,' he answered, 'do you 
IUpPOse that B. 'Abdu ManU will allow you to continue walking upon the 
earth when you have killed MuhammadtHad not you better go back to 
your own family and set dieir affairs in order?' 'What is the mailer with my 
family?' he pid. 'Your brother-in-law, your nephew Sa'id, and your sister 
FAtima, have both become Muslims and fonowed Muhammad in his 

:!:r;�d s:'o 
y:i� ���e��e� t%��r_��:a:it
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was with them with the manuscript of TI Ha, which he was reading to 
them. When they heard 'Umar's voice Khabblb hid in a small room, or in 
a part of the house, and F�!imatook the page and put it under her thigh. 
Now 'Umar had heard the reading of Khabbab as he came near the house, 
lIOwhen hearne in he said,'What is this baIderdash I heard l' 'You have 
not heard anything,'they answered. 'ByGod,Ihave,'hesaid,'andlhave 
been told tbat you have followed Muhammad in his religion;' and he 
seized his brother-in-law Sa'id,and his sister n\ima roge in defence of he r 
husband, and he hither and wounded her. When he did that they said to 
him, 'Yes, we are Muslims, and we believe in God and His aposde, and 
you can do what you like: When 'Umar saw the blood on his sister he 
was sorry for what he had done and tumed back and said to his sister, 
'Give me this sheet which I heard you reading just now so that I may see 
just what it is which Muhammad has brought,' for 'Umar could write. 
When he said that, his sister replied that she was afraid to trust him wi thit. 
'Do not be afraid,' he said, and he swore by his gods that he would return 
it when he had read it. Whcn he said that, she bad hopes that he would 
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become a Muslim, and said to him, 'My brother, you are unclean in your 
polytheism and only the clean rnay touch it.' So 'Umar rose and washed 
himself and she gave him the page in which was Tii H�, and when he had 
read the beginning he said, 'How fine and noble is this speech: When 
he heard that, Khabblb emerged and 53id, '0 'Umar, by GOO, I hope that 
God has singled you out by His prophet's call,for but last night I hea rd 
him saying, "0 God, strengthen Islam by Abu'l-l:Iakam b. HisMm or by 
'Umar b. al-Khan�b." Come to God, come to God, 0 'Urnar.' At that 2a7 
'Umar said, 'Lead me to Muhammad so that I may accept Islam.' Khab-
bab replied that he was in a house at al-$afll with a number of his com
panions. So 'Umartook his sword and girt it on, and made for the apostle 
and his companions, and !mocked on the door. When they heard his 
voice one of the companions got up and looked through a chink in the door, 
and when he 53W him girt with his sword, he went back to the apostle in 
fear, and said, 'It is 'Umar with his sword on: I:farnza said, 'Let him in; if 
he has come with peaceful intent, we will treat him well; if he has come with 
ill intent, we will kill him with his own sword.' The apostle gave the word 
and he was let in. The apostle rose and met him in the room, seized him 
round the girdle orby the middle ofhis cloak,and dragged him along 
violently,saying, 'Whathas broughtyou, sonofKhalllb, for byGod,Id0 
not think you wil\ cease (your persecution) until God brings calamity 
upon you.' 'Umar replied, '0 Apostle of God, I have come to you to 
believe in God and His apostle and what he has brought from God: The �bm�: �

:
�e�,:,!: :o�u�iI� loudly that the whole household !me" that 

The companions dispersed, having b«ome confident when both 'Umar 
andl:larnza hadaeceptedIslamb«ausetheyknewthattheywould protect 
the apostie, and that they would get justice from their enemies through 
!te:�

r'
:�!:a:�he story of the narrators among the people of Medina about 

'Abdullah b. AM Naji�, the Meccan, from his companions 'AJl' and 
Muj�hid, or olher narrators, 53id that 'Urnar's conversion, according to 
what heusedtosayhimself, happenedthus: 'I was far from Islam. lwua 
winebibber in the heathen period, used to love it and rejoice in it. We 
used to have a meeting-place in al-l:Iatwara at which Quraysh used to 
gather' near the hou� of the family of 'Umar b. 'Abd b. 'Imrm aI- uS 
Makhziimi. I went out one night, making for my mn companions in 
that gathering, but when I got there, there was no one present, so I 
thought it would be a good thing if I went to so-and-so, the wineseller, who 
was selling wine in Mecca at the time, in the hope that I might get some
Ihing to drink from him, but I could not find him either, so I Ihought it 
would be a good thing if I went round the Ka'ba seven or seventy timee. 
So I came to the mosque meaning to go round the Ka'ba and there was the 
aposde3tandingpraying. AJJbe prayedhe faeedSyria,putting lhe Ka'ba 

, hW.l th�m .. kuofMecQl 
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between himsdf and Syria. His stance wu between the black Itone and 
the southern corner. When I !l:olW him I thought i! would be a good 
thing if I could listen to Muhammad so as to hcar \Ihat he said. If I came 
near to liatento him I should scare him, 10 I came from thcdireetion of the 
�Ii·,andgot underneathits coverings andbcganto walkgently. i\'1eanwhile 
the prophet wUltanding in prayer reciting the Qur:m until I stood in his 
qiblafacing him, there bcing nothing between us but the covering of the 
Ka'oo. When I heard the Quran my heart was softened and I wept, and 
Islam entered into me; but I ceased nOt 10 stand in my plaee until the 
apostle had finished his prayer. Then he went away. When he went 
away he used to go pas! Ihe house of the son of Abu l:Iusayn, "hieh was 
on his way, so that he crossed the path where the pilgrims run. Then he 
wellt between the house of 'Abbas and Ibn Al'.har b. 'Abdu 'Auf al-ZlIhri; 
then by the house of AI-Akhnas b. Sharlq until he entered his own house 
Hildwelling wu in al·Dar al.Raq!a', which wu in the hands of i\lu'awi)'a 
b. AbU Sufyin. I continued to follow him, until when he got between the 
house of 'Abbls and Ibn Azhar I ol'enook him, and when he heard my 
voice he rerognizcd me and supposed that I had followed him only to 
i1I-trcat him, so he repelled me,  saying, "What has brought you at this 
houri" I replied that I had come to beliel'e in God and His apostle:md 
what he had brought from God. He gal'e thanks to God and said, "God 

Ull hu guided you." Then he rubbed my breast and prayed that I might be :���f
l
��' t���r:,:dS I left him. He went into hi, house.' But God knows 

NAfi' freedman of 'Abdullah b. 'Umar on the authority of Ibn 'Umar 
laid: When my father 'Umar became a Muslim he said, 'Which of the 

Quraysh is best at spreading reports?' and was told that it was Jamil b. 
Ma'mar al-Juma�1. So he went to him, and I followed after to see what he 
wudoing, for although I was very young at the time I understood every
thing I saw. He went to Jamiland asked him ifhe knew that he had become 
a l\1uslim and entered into l\1uhammad's reiigion; and, by God, hardly 
had he spoken to him when he got up dragging his cloak on the ground as 
'Urnar followed him and I followed my falher, umil he Btood by the door 
of the mosque and tricd at the top of his voite while the Quraysh were in 
their meeting-places round the Ka'ba, "Umar hu apostatized,' while 
'Umar behind him shouted, 'He is a liar; but I hne become a Muslim 
and I testify Ihal there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is Hil servant 
and apost]e.' They got up to attack him and fighting went on bctween 
them until thelun stood over their heads, and he became weary and sat 
down while Ihey stood over him, as he said, 'Do as you will, for I swear by 
God that if we were thret hundred men we would hal"e foughl ilout on 
equalterma.' At this point a shaykh o f t heQuraysh,ina Yamanl robe and 
an embroidered shin. came up and stopped and inquired what was the 
matter.Whenbe wastoldthat'Umarhad apostatized hesaid,'Whyshould 
n o t a  man ehOOiC a rcligion for himself,and what are you trying todo? Do 
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THE DOCUMENT PROCLAIMING A BOYCOTT 
WhenQuraysh perceived thatthe apostle'lIcompanions had seltied in a 
land in peace and safety, and that the Negus had protected those who 
!IOught refuge with him, and that 'Umar had become a Muslim and that 
both he and l:Iarnza were on the side of the apostle and his companions, 
and that Islam had begun to spread amongthe tribes,theycametogether 
and decided amongtheffillelves to wtite a document in which they should 
�ut

. 
a boycon on B .. Huhim and B. Munalib that they should not marry 

thelr ...... omen nor gIve women to them to marry; and that they should 
neither buy from them nor sell to them, and when they agreed on that they 
wrote it in a deed. Then they solemnly agreed on the poinu and hung the 
deed up in the middle of the Ka'ba to remind them oftheir obligations. 
The writer of the deed Wile ManJ)ur b. 'Ikrima b. 'Amir b. Hilshim b. 
'Abdu MaIllf h. 'Abdu'I-D3r b. Q�ayy (lI;OI) and the apostle invoked 
God against him and lOme of his fingenwithered. 

When Quraysh did that, the two clans of B. Huhim and B. al-Munalib 
went to Abu Tillib and entered with him into his alley and joined him. 
AbO. Lahab 'Abdu'I-'Uzz3 went out from B. Hilshim and helped Quraysh. 2JI 

l:Iusayn b. 'Abdullah told me that Abu Lahab met Hind d. 'Utb2 when 
he had left his people andjoinedQuraysh againstthem,andhesaid,'Haven' t 
I he[ped al-L3t and al-'Uzzil and haven't I abandoned thOlle who have 
abandoned them and aIlSisted their opponenur She said,'Yes,andm2Y 
God reward you well, 0 Abu 'Utba.' And I waJj told th2t among the 
things that he said were, 'Muhammad promises me things which 1 do not 
see. He alleges that they will happen after my death; what has he put in 
my hands after that?' Then he blew on his hands and said, 'May you 
pemh. I can see nothing in you of the things which Muhammad says.' 
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So God re�'ealed concerning him the wordl, 'Abu Lahab and his hands 
God blast (aoa)." 

When Qurayah had agreed on this and had done what hasjldth«n 
described,Abu Tllib aaid 

��.,
L

:;:YJ; 
:!:!:l�. Lu'ayy of the Bmu Ka'b, 

Did you not know that we have found Muhamrnad, 
A prophet like Moses described in Iheoldesl booka, 
And IhatlO\'e is beslowed.on him (alone) of mankind 
And lhatnone i. beuerlhan he whom God hUlingled OUI in love. 
And that lhe writing you hlwe fixed 
Will be a calamity like the cry of the hatnSlrung camel?, 
Awake, awake before the grave is dug 
And the blameleu and the guilty are as one. 
Follownol the lbnderers, nor sever 
The bonds of love and kinship between us. 
Do not provoke a long-drawn-outwar, 
Often he who brings on war tutes ill bitterness. 
By the Lord of the ttmple we will not give up AJ.unad, 
To harBh milfortunesmd times' troubles, 
!kfore handsand n�ks,yourl and ours, 
Are cut by the gleaming blades OfQud$l 
In a close-hemmed battlefield where you aee broken spears 
And bbclr.-headed vultures circling round like a thirBty crowd. 
The gaUoping of the horses about thesccne 
And the shout of warriors are like a raging batde. 
Did notour father H;lshimgird up his loins 
And teach his IOns the Iword and spear 1 
We do not tire of war until it tires of us; 
We do not complain of misfortune when it comes. 

��!�he
o���.:��

d
h:� ::I��:ror. 

They remained thus for t.,.;o or three years until they were exhausted, 
nothing reaching them except what came frorn Iheir friendl unknown to 
Quraysh. 

Abu Jahl, 10 they say, metJ:lakIm b.J:lizlm b. Khuwaylid b. A&ad with 
whom was a slave carrying flour intended for his aunt Khadija, Ihe pro
phet'a wife, who was with him in the alley. He hung on to him and &aid, 
'Are you taking food to the B. Hbhim? ByGod,before you and your food 
move from here I will denounce you in Me;cca.' Abu'I-BakhtarI came 10 
him and Did, 'What is going on between you two?' When he said that 
J:lakim \\oas taking food to the B. Hbhim, heaaid: 'It is food he has which 

'SGB" ,. • An.lI""iontothec:arnclolSi.l�itlSu."'26" 41. 
, QuolI i,oaid to boo. mo"'''aU> of 8. Audconwninl;ronm;n .. 
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13+ Then she went off and Abii Bakr asked the apostle if he thought she had 
seen him. He replied thatlhe had not because God had taken her sight 
away from him (:Z04). 

The Quraysh had called the apostle Mudhammam to revile him. He 
used to say, 'Aren't you lurprised at the injurietoftheQuraysh which GOO 
turns away from me? They curse me and satirize Mudhammam [reprobate] 
whereas I am Mu�ammad [the laudable].' 

[Another referred to in the Quran] is Umayya b. Khalaf b. Wahb b. 
Hudhafa b.Jumal,J. Whenever he saw the apostle he slandered and 
reviled him, so God sent down concerning him, 'Woe to every slandering 
baci(biter, who has gathered wealth and increased it, and thinks that his 
wealth will make him immortal. No, he will be thrown to the devouring 
fire. What will make you realize what that is? It is God's fire kindled which 
mounllover the hearts. It is shut in on them in wide columns (20S)." 

Khabbab b. al-Aratt, the prophet's companion, was a smith in Mecca 
who used to make swords. He sold some toal-'A.$ b. WA'il so that he owed 
him some money and he came to him to demand payment. He :mswered, 
'Does not Muhammad, your companion whose religion you follow, allege 
that in Paradise there is all the gold and sih'er and clothes and scrvants that 

2JS his people can desire?' 'Certainly,'saidKhabbAb. 'Then give me til1 the 
day of resurrection until I relUrn to that house and pay your debt the re;for 
by God, you and )'our companion will be no more influential with God 
than I,and have no greater share in it.' So God revealed concerning him, 
'Have )'ou considered him who disbelievet Our signs and sap, 1 shall be 
given wealth and children. Uath he slUdied the unseen?' 10 far as the :o:a�!I;

l
�a;

e
�,�·e shall inherit from him what he speaks of :md he will come 

AbiiJahl met the apostle, so I have hcard, andsaid to him, 'By God, 
Muhammad, you will either stop cursing our gods or wc will curse the 
God you sclVe.' So God re\'Cilled concerning that, 'Curse not those to 
whom they pray other than God lest they eune God wrongfully through 
lackof knowledgc.'l I ha,'e been told that the apostle refrained from cursing 
their gods, and began to call them to Allah. 

AI-Na!;!f b. al-J:lArith b. 'Alqama b. Kalada b. 'Abdu ManAf whencver 
the apostle aat in an assembly and invited people to God,and recited the 
Quran, and .... -arned the Quraysh of what had happened to former peoples, 
followoo him when he got up and spoke to them about Rustum the Hero 
and Isfandiyir and the kings of Persia, aaying, 'By God, Muhammad 
cannottctl a bettCfstOry than I and his talk isonl), of old fablcswhich he 
has copieJ'asi have.' So God revealed concerning him, 'And they say, 
Stories of the ancients which he has copied down, and thcy arc read to 

's ..... , .... 

·Su ... a5.6.i.I"I .... """.nJt(> ... ri'�do.m_lf.o'.""'t." .... "hi .. II .. ·."'.ndo .... ' bJ 
another. 'The (<,om"" Ittm. tu be d�m.nded by ohot: con'u'. 
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him moming and night. Say, He who knows the secrets of heaven and 
esrth husent it down. Verily,He is merciful,forgiving." 

And there came down concerning him, 'When Our '"erses are read to 
him he uys, fables of the ancients'.' 

And again, 'Woe to e,"ery sinful liar who hears God'svenes read hefore 
him. Thcn he continues in pride as though he had fIOt heard them, as 
though in hiscal"llwas deafne!l!l. Tell him about a painful punishment' 
(106)." 

Thc apostle nt one day, so T hive heard, with al-Walid b. al-Mughln 136 
in the mosque, and al-NaQr b. al-l:Ilrith came and sat with them in the 
assembly where some of Quraysh werc. Whcn the apostle spoke aI-Nac;lr 
intcrrupted him, and the apostle spokc to him until he silenced him. Then 
he read to him and tothe olhel1l:'Verily yeand what ye serve othcr than 

God it the fucl of hclL You will come 10 it. Ifthesehad been godlthcy 
would not hal'ecome to il, but all will he in it cvcrlastingly. There i, 
wa.iling and therc they "'ill not hcar' (107).' 

Thcn the apostle rose and 'Abdullah b. aI-Ziba'ri al-Sahml came and 
ut down. AI-WalTd uid to him: 'By God al-Nac;lr could not stand up to 
the (gnnd)son of 'Abdu'I-Munalib just now and Muhammad alleged 
that we and our god! are fuel for hell.' 'Abdullah said: 'If I had found 
him I would hne refuted him. Ask Muhammad, "Is everything which i. 
worshipped besides God in Gehenna with those who worship it 1" We 
worship the angels; the Jews worship 'Uzayr; and the Christianlworship 
Jesul Son of Mary.' AI-Walid and those: with him in the assembly mar_ 
velled at 'Abdullah's words and thought that he had argued convincingly. 
When the apostle was told of this he said: 'Evcryonc who wishes to he al? 
worshipped to the: exclusion of God will he with those who worship him. 
They worship only satans and thosc they ha\"e ordcred to be worshipped.' 
So God revealed concerning that 'Those who hne recei\"ed kindness from 
us in the past will he removcd far frorn it and will not hear its sound 
and they abide cternally in their heart'a desirc',4 i.c. Jesus Son of Mary and 
'Unyr and those rabbis and monka who have lived in obedience to God, 
whom the erring people worship as lords beside God. And He revealed 
concerning their asscrtion that they worship angcls and that they are th e 
daughters ofGod,'And tbeysaythe Mcrciful huchosen a son, (exalted 
be He above this); nay, they are but honoured.ll\"es, they do not speak. 
before He'peaks,and they carry OUI His commands', u faruthe worda, 
'and he of them who says, I am God as well as He, that one we shall repay 
with Gchenna. Thus do they rcpaythe linful ones.'J 

And Be re"ealed concemingwhache mentioned about Jesus, Son of 
Mary, that he was worshipped beside God,and the astonishment of al
\V.lid and those who were present, at his argument and disputation, 'And 
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when Jcsus, Son of Mary, was cited as an example thy prople laughed 
thereat';' Le.theyrejcctcd yourluitudeto wrur.ttheysay.> 

Then He mentions Jesus, Son of Mary, and says, 'He was nothing but I 
,lave to whom We showed favour and made him an example to the children 
of hnel. If We had wished We could have made from you angel. 10 act 
as vicc.regents inthe eanh. Verily, there is knowledge of the [last] hour, 
10 doubt not about it but follow Me. This is an upright path,' i.e. the 
.ignswhich I gave him in nising the dead and healingthe sick,therein is 
luffident proofofthe knowledge ofthe hour. He saya:'Doubtnot about 
it,but follow Me. Thil il an upright path.' 

Al.Akhnas b. Srur.rlq b. 'Arnr b. Wahb al· Thaqafi, aUy of B. Zuhn, was 
oneofthe leadersofhispeoplewho waslistencdtowith rtspect,andhe 
used to gi�'e the apostle much trouble and contradict him, so God sent 

:ll8 down about him: 'Do not obey every f«ble oath·taker,s1anderer, walking 
.bout with evil tales,' as f.r as the word';:ranim'.l 

He did not say::anim in the sense of 'ignoble ' to msult his .nccstry, 
because God does not insult.nyone',anccatry. but he coofirmed thereby 
the epithet given to him 110 that he might be known. Zanim means an 
adopted member of the tribe. Al·Khalim al· TamTmT said in pagan day,: 

An outsider whom men invite as a supcmumenry 
Aa the legs are useleu additions to the width of a pdl. 

Al·Walid said: 'Does God send down re\'elalions to Muhammad and 
ignore me, the grClltcst chief of Qunyah, to say nothing of AbU M ... ·ud 
'Amr b. 'Umayr al..lJ'haqafi, the chief ofThaqif, we being the great ona of 
Til'if and Mecca I' So God Itnt down concerning him, 110 I am told, 

'They aaid, ifthisQuran had been revealed to a great man of the two towns,' 
... far as the words, 'than what they amass'.4 

Ubayy b. Khalaf b. Wahb b. 1;ludhtfa and 'Uqba b. Abu Mu'aY1 were 
veryclO$Cfriends. Now'Uqba had sat and listened to the apostle and when 
Ubayy knew of that he came to him and said,'Do I hear that you have sat 
with Muhammad and li6lened to him? I swear I will never see you or 
apcak to yOIl; again (and he swore a great oath) if you dothe same.gain, 
or if you do not go and apit in hil f.ce: 'Uqba,the enemyofGod,.ctually 
did Ihi., God CUrIC him. So God sent down concerning the pair of them, 

'$"".3.57 . 
• A dillkul. ph .. �. S",u., .. ith the Pr<POO;U.... "'_mean,·to lo ... himmod�n'�ly Octo 

..... kc.loud noUe·. W;.h· ... i.mano'totunl .... J f"""·. Bu. u.e. ..... prepoeitiofl •• re 
or •• n i n  •• rchanl<'.b�.tbnlobJ.q·l,""plonotion"'the�;"tho.thefllCttho,ChrUu.n. 
p .. ytoJ ..... i.noj ... ti6cou....'orthepolythe; .... of.heM<Uat\I . .. thelo .. "r.�d.'0I' 
Chriotion.pr"'.rtcdthe_reJ ..... b�I.Wb<nJ .... ;"odduced ..... '"""mple('" 
..... ",ho ""lied on e-il pcoopI< to God) the Meuans rejected Muhomm.d·llttinod� to_rdo 
him ;nwh.a t.heJooid; hu. thio""''''''' i,no.oound. TheSI1 .. ilprrfccoJycono.lokn.in 
...... in. howprop/>et:o ... re ... n, ",.nina: peopln.nd ... "" Io.,.hed ... Cf . ... 4"The 

MO«In'loulh .. honJeout ;"menlioncdbKo_hi • ..., ... h i p  ....... ld_mtoj .. 'ify.he;' 
... oroh;pp;n .... ...,rolro<!o.'rhed .. don ... hichfollowolhowl ... here;nMuhan'llnld·lop;nion :�[.��f�����!':: ;:�-:��he r<1Iiin1 y..,..Jd_ (ooNlfl·. l. ',J,mi" In,hl_K;o.I·]) 



The Life of Muhammad 165 



The Life of Muhammad 

(IC. reconciliation) to his people, put upon his tongue 'thesf; are the exalted 
Ghar1nlq' whose intercession is approved." When Quraysh heard that, 
they were delighted and greatly pleased at the way in which he spoke of 
thdr goda and they listened to himj while the believer-&were holding that 
what their prophet brought them from their Lord was true, not susptl;ting 
a mistake or a vaindcsireor aslip,and whenhe reachedthe prostrationJ 
and the end of the Sura in which he prostrated himself the Muslims 
prostrated themsclves when their prophet prostrated confirming what he 
brought and obeying hi, command, and the polytheists of Quraysh and 
olhen who were in the mosque prostrated when they heard the mention of 
theirgods, to that everyone in the mosque believer and unbelievtr pro
strated, except al-Walid h. al-Mughira who was an old man who could not 
do to, 80 he took a handful of din from the valley and bent over it. Then 
the people dispersed and Quraysh went out, delighted at what had been 
said about their gods, saying, 'Muhammad has spoken of our gods in 
splendid fashion. He alleged in what he read that they are the en1ted 
Gharlnlqwhole intercts$ionisapproved.' 

The ne� reached the prophet'. companions who were in Abyssinia, it 
being reponed that Quraysh had accepted Islam, so some men started to 
retum while othen remained behind. Then Gabriel came to the apostle 
and said, 'What have you done, Muhammad? You have read to these 
people something I did not bring you from God and you have said what 
He did not say to you. The apostle was bitterly grieved and was greatly 
in fear of God. So God sent down (a revelation), for He was merciful to 
him,comforting him and making light of  the affair and telHng him that 
every prophet and apostle before him desired as he desired and wanted 
what he wanted and Satan interjected something into his desires as he had 
on his tongue. So God annulled what Satan had suggested and God 
e8tablished His verses i.e. you are just like the prophets and apostles. Then 
God sent down: 'We have not !Ieflt a prophet or apostle before you but 
when he longed Satan cast suggestions into his longing. But God will annul 
whatSat:mhassuggested. Then God wiU establish his verses, God being 
knowing and wise." Thus God relieved his prophet's grief, and made him 
feci safe from his fears and annulled what Satan had suggested in the word s 
used above about their gods by his re\'e1ation 'Are yours the males and His 
the females? That were indeed an unfair division' (i.e. most unjust); 
'Iheyare nothing but names which your fathers gave themt as farasth. e 
word� 'to whom he pleases and accepts',S i.e. how can the intercession of 
their gods avail with Himl 

When the annulment of what Satan had put uIJ9n the prophet's tongue 
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came from God, Quraysh said: 'Muhammad has repented of what he said 
about the position of yourgods withAlIah,altered it and brought some· 

thing else.' Now those two words which Satan had put upon the apostle'. 
tongue were in the mouth of every polytheut and they beC2ffie more 
violently hostile to the Muslims and the apostle's followers. Meanwhile 
those of his oompanions who had left Abyssinia when they heard that the 
people of Mecca had accepted lalam when they prostrated themselves with 
the apostle, heard when they approached Mecca that the n:pon wu falae 
and none came into the town without the promise of protection or secn:tly. 
Of thOle who did come into Ma:ca and stayed there until he migrated to 
Medina and wen: present at Badr with him was 'Uthmln b. 'AWln ... with 
his wife Ruqayya d. of the apostle and Abii l:Iudhayfa b. 'Utbawith his 
wifeSaMa d.ofSuhayl,and a number of others, in all thiny.threc men.' 

Abu JaM b. Hish§m, when God mentioned the tree of al.Zaqqiim to 
strike terror into them, said: '0 Quraysh, do you know what the tn:e of 
al·Zaqqum with which Muhammad would scare )'ou is?' When they said 
that they did not henid: 'It is Yathribdaletl buttered. By Allah, if we 
get hold of them we will gulp them down in onel' So God sent down oon· 
ceming him, 'Verily the trec of al.Zaqqiim is the food of the sinnerlik e 
mohen brass teething in their bcllies like boiling water,"i.e. it i.notuhe aio 
said (a08). God revealed oonceming it, 'And the trec which is cursed in 
the Quran; and We will frighten them, but it increases them in naught 
sa\"egn:at wickednC:III.'J 

AI. Walid wu having a long coll\"ersation with the apostle who greatly 
desired to conven him to hlam when I. Umm l\laktiim, a blind man, 
passed by and began to ask the apostle to recite the Quran. The prophct 
found this hard to bear and it annoyed him,beC1luse he was diverting him 
from al·Walld and.poiling the chance of his con\'craion; and when the 
man became imponunate he went off frowning and left him. So God 
rC\'ealed concerning him, 'lte frowned and IUrned his back when the 
blind man C1Ime to him' as far as the worus 'in booklhonoured,exalted, 
andpurified',·i.e.l sentyouonlyto b e a n cnlllgelistanda reprover;Idid 
IlOt specify one person to the exc1usion of another, 80 withhold not (the 
message) Crom him who seeks it, and do not waste time o\"er one who docs 
not want it (209). 

TilE RETURN OF THOSE WHO IIAO FLED TO ABYSSINIA 

The apostle's companions who had gone to Abyssinia hcard that the 
Meccans had accepted Islam and theysctout (or the homeland. Uutwhen 
they got near Mecca they leamedthat the repon was false, 50 that they 
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entered the town under the protection of a citiun or by stealth. Someof 
those who returned to him stayed in Mecca until they migrated to Medina 
and were present at Badr and Ui.Jud with the apostle ; others were shut 
away from the prophet until Badr and other events were passed; and 
others died in Mecca. They were: 

From B. 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Manilf b. Qu�ayy: 'Uthman b. 'Aflln 
b. Abu'I-'k, b. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams and his wife, the apostle's 
daughter Ruqayya; Abu l:ludhayfa b. 'Utbab,Rabi'aand his wife Sahla d. 
Suhayl b. 'Amr;and oneof their allies'Abdullah b. Ja]:l.sh b. Ri'3b, 

From B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manar: 'Utba b. Ghazwin, an ally of theirs 
from Qays b. 'Ayliln. 

From B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzd b. Qu�ayy: al-Zubayr b, al-'Awwam 
b. Khuwaylidb. Asad. 

From B. 'Abdu'l-Dar b. Qu,ayy: Mufab b. 'Umayr b, Hashim b. 
'Abdu Manaf;and Suwaybitb.Sa'd b.l:Iarmala 

From B. 'Abd b. Qu�ayy: Tulayb b, 'Umayr b, Wahb. 
From B. Zuhra b. Kilab: 'Abdu'I-Rai.Jman b. 'Auf b. 'Abdu 'Auf 

b. 'Abd b. al-I:llrith b, Zuhra; and al.Miqd3d b. 'Arnr an ally, and 
'Abdullah b,Mas'ud alsoan ally. 

From B. Makhzum b. Yaqa;a: Abu Salama b. 'Abdu'I-Aud b. Hilll 
b. 'Abdullah b, 'Amr with his wife Umm Salama d. Abu Umayya h, 

� al-Mughira; and Shammas b. 'Uthman b. aI-Shadd b. Suwayd h, 
Harmiy b. 'Amir; and Salama b. HisMm b. al.Mughira whom his uncle 
imprisoned in Mecca 80 that he did not get to Medina until after Badr 
and Ui.Jud and the Trench; 'Ayy:uh b. Abu Rabi'a b. al-Mughlra. He 
migrated to Medina with the prophet, and his two brothen on his mother's 
side f0110wed him and brought him back 10 Mecca and held him there until 
the three battles were over. Their names were Abu Jahl and al-l:larilh,sollS 
of Hisham. Of Iheir allies 'Ammar b. Ybir, though it is doubted whether 
he wenllO Abyssinia or nOI; and Mu'attib b, 'Auf b. 'Arnie b. Khuza'a 

From B. Jumai.J b. 'Arnr b. Hu�ys b. Ka'b: 'Uthman b, Ma;'un h, 
I:labib b. Wahb b, l:IudhMa and his son al·Sa'ib b. 'Uthman; and Qudama 
b.Ma'1='un;aQd'Abdullahb,Ma�'un, 

From B, Sahm b. 'Amr b. Hu�a}1 b. Ka'b: Khunays b. I;IudhMa h, 
Qays b. 'Adiy; and HisMm b. al.'k, b. Wa'iJ who was imprisoned in �;:�

b
:::� �h:a�::I��

t
:�g;�ted to Medina until he lurned up after the 

wi��y:' /!�u �a�:!� ����d�if���i����i��f their allies, with his 

From B. 'Arnie b. Lu'ayy: 'Abdulbh b. Makhrama b, 'Abdu'I·'Uzz3 
b. Abu Qays; Abdullah b. Suhayl b. 'Amr. He was held back from the 
apostle of God when he emigrated to Medina until when the battle of 
Badr was joined he deserted the polytheists and joined the battle on the 
aide of the apostle. Abu Sabra b. Abu Ruhm b. 'Abdu'l·'Uzzil with his 
wife Umm Kulthum d, Suhayl b. 'Amr; Sakn'in b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu Shams 
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wIth his wife Sauda d. Zama'a b. Qars. He died in Mecca before the 
apostle emigrated and the apostle married hi. widow Sauda. Lutly 
Sa'd b. Khaula, one of their allies . 

. From B. 1-I:I�rith b. Fihr: Abu 'Ubayda b. a1-Jarr�1]. whose name was 
'Amir b. 'Abdullah; 'Amr b. a1-l:Ilrith b. Zuhayr b. Abu Shaddld; 243 

��!r:� ���1�li���� ��I\�:I�
n of Wahb b. Rabl'a b. HilA!; and 'Amr 

The lotal number of hia cOmpanions who came to Mecca from Abyssinia 
was thiny-three men. The names given 10 us of lOose who entered under 
promise of protection are 'Uthmln b. Ma;'un protected by al-Wltid b. 
a1-MughIra; Abu Salama under the protection of Abu Tlilib who w� hi, 
unde, Abu Salama'lrtlQther beingBarl'1l. d. 'Abdu'I-Mullalib. 

'UTHMAN B. MAftlN RENOUNCES AL-WALID'S PROTECTION 

$llil]. b. Ibrihim h. 'Abdu'I-Ral:unln b. 'Auf told me from one \\ho had 
got it from 'Uthrnlin alying: When 'Uthmln b. Ma�'un.alw the miacry 
in which the apoatle'a companions were living whil e  he lived night and 
day under a1-Walid's protection he said, 'ltia more than I can bear that 
I should be perfectly safe under the protect.ion of a polytheist while my 
friends and oo-religionista are afflicted and distressed for God's sake: 
So he went to al-Walld and renounced his protection. 'Why, nephew,' 
he asked, 'Can it be that one of my people has injured your' 'No,' he 
answered, 'but I want to be under God'a protection: I don't want to uk. 
for anyone else's.' A1-Walid asked him to come to the mosque and re
nounce his protection publidy ashehadgivenit publidy. When they got 
there al-Walid said: "Uthm:ln here las come to renounce my protection: 
'True,' said the latter, 'I have found him loyal and honourable in his 
protection, but I don't want to ask anyone but God for protection; 10 
I give him back hia promiseI' So saying he went away. 

[On another occasion when] Labid b. Rabl'a b. M�lik b. Ja'far b. ��� ,:a:;�� assembly of the Qura�h when 'Uthman was present he 

Everything but God iavain, 
True! interjected 'Uthmln; but when he went on: 

And everything lovely must inevitably teasc, 
'Uthmln cried, 'You lie! The joy of Paradise will never cease.' Labid 
said: '0 menof Qura�h your friends never uacd 10 be annoyed thus 
Sincewhenlasthilsortofthinghappcnedamongyou?'Oneoftheaudience 
answered: 'This is one of those louts with Muhammad. They have aban
doned our religion. Take no notice of what he says: 'Uthmlnobjected 
10 energetically that the matter became acriOllS. Whereupon that man rose 
to his feet and hit him in the eye so that it became black. Nowal-Walid 
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can be ai"tn to qa'j",. Prnu.".blv 'th�.Iti" of Abu "filib, • deli/e of the mountoin.where 
tbep"'�ting rocb ofAbuOub.y.p...,...d upcnthe_ .. mouukirts ofthedty. ltw •• 
entuedfrom.he town by. narrow .lley cl"..,;l by. low .. t ..... y through .. hich. eomel 
eouIdpuo .. ith difficul.y. Onoli other Mui. wu detach.dbyclilf • • ndbuildinp.· Muir, 
Tlwr.q. ojM,w,,,,mad, 9Jf I Thi • •  tlt ..... nt implic. tha.oomo u l  ... tofth.Ou ... nwa' writt.ndo ... n before .he 
hij ... H_ner, 9"'""·o ...... y l>Ot rtJUn mono thon 'rocit.·. 
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147 'Do yO ... $«what this lout has done to mel' He replied. 'You have done it 
to yourself!' Meanwhile he was saying d,rce times '0 Lord how long
suffering Thou art!' 

THE ANNULLING OF THE BOYCOTT 

The B. Huhim and the B. al-Muttalib were in the quarten which Q ... rayah 
had agreed upon in the document they wrote. when a number of Quraysh 
took Itep3 to annul the boyoott againlt them. None took more trouble in 
this than HilhAm b. 'Amr . . .  for the reuon that he Wll the son af a 
brother to NaQIa b. Hbhim b. Abdu Mana! by his ITIGther and was 
clotelysuached to the B. Hishim. He was highly esteemed by his people. 
l haveheard thatwhen theae twocla�were in their quarter heusedto 
hring l camel laden with food by night and then when he had got it to the 
mouth of the alley he took off its halter, pve it a whaclt on the aide. and 
sent it into the alley to them. He would do the lame thing another time, 
bringing elothea for them. 

He went to � ... hayr b. AbO Umayya b. al-l\1ughira whose mother w. 
'Atin d. 'Abdu'I-MunaJib and said: 'Are you content to eat food and wear 
clothes and marry women while yo ... Itnow of the condition of your maternal 
uncles 1 They cannot buy or sell. marry, nor give in marriage. By God 1 
swear that if they were the uncles of AbQ'I-l;lakam b. Hi'hlm and you 
asked him to do what he has wed you to do he would never agree to it: 
He said. 'Confound yo .... Hishlm. what can I do? 1 'm only one man. By 

a,.B God if 1 had another man to baclt me  I would lOOn annul it.' He said. 
'I have found I man. Myself.' 'Find another,' said he. So Hishjm went 
to al-Mu!,im b. 'Adly and said. 'Are you content that two clan. of the B. 
'Abdu Manlfshouldperishwhileyou lookonconlentingtofollowQuraysh? 
You will find that they will soon do the same with you.' He made the same 
reply as Zuhayr and demanded a fourth min. 10 Hishjm went to Abu'l
Bakhtlrl b. Hiah1m who .ked for a fifth man. and then to lama'a b. 
al-Aswad b. al-Munalib b. Asad and reminded him of their kinship 
and duties. He asked whether others were willing to co-opcrate in this 
task and he give him the names of the othera. They all arranged to meet at 
J;)ight on the nearest point ofal-l;lajiin above Mecca, and there they bound 
themsclves to take up the question of the document until they had serored 
ita annulment. Z ... hayrclaimed the rigbt to act and spcak firat. So on tbe 
morrow wben the people met together Zuhayr clad in a long robe went 
round the Ka'ba seven times; then he came forward and pid: '0 people of 
Mccea. are weto eatand clothe ourael"el wbile the B. l-luhim perish • 
... nsble to buy orsell I ByGod l willnot .itdown untilthi.evilboycotting 
document· is tom up I' Abo Jabl, who was at the side of the mosque; 
exclaimed. 'Yo ... lie by Allah. It shall not be tom up.' Zams'a said. 'You 
are a greater liM; we were not 53tisfied with the document when it was 
written'. Abu1-Bakhtarl said, 'Zama'a i. right. We are nOt $I,i,fied with 
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what is written and we don't hold witb it: Al·l\1ut'im said, 'You Ire both 

:'���S=i�:::���;:�
t
�:::I�i��

i
::

.
n�V:�=;�s���:: :

i
:�;!:�� 

ment: HisMm spoke in the same sense. AbO Jahl said: 'This is a matter '149 

which hIS been decided overnight. It has been discussed somewhere 
elte.' Now Abu Tilib was sitting It the side of the mosque. When al· 
Mu\'im went up to the document to tear it in pieces he found that worms 
had Ilru.dy aten it except the ,""ords 'Jn Thy name 0 AUah'. (T. This T· "98 
was the customary formula with which Quraysh began their writing.) 
The writer of the deed was MantOr b. 'Ikrima. It is alleged that his hand 
IhrivcUcd (212). 
When the deed was torn up and made of none effect Abu Tliib oom· 

=:����t 
following verses in praise of those who had taken part in the 

Has nol our Lord'i doing mme 10 the elrt of those 
FardisWlt acTOSl Iheaea' (lor Allah is very kind to men), 
Telling them that the dced was tom up 
And all that was 19ai�t God's wish had been destroyed? 
Lies and sorcery were oombined in it, 
But sorcery ne\'er gets the uppc:r hand. 
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And that the people of Mecca should go forth and Hee, 
Their hearu quaking for fear of evil 
And the ploughrnanbe lelt in doubt what to do
Whether to go down to the low[and or up to the hills
And ananny come up between Mecca'B hills 
Equippc:d with bows, arrows, andspcars. 
He oll\1ecca'. citiuns whose power rises 
(Let him luiow) that our glory in Mccca'svale is older. 
We grew up there when men were few 
And have ever waxcd great in honour and reputation. 
We fced our guests till they leave a dish untastcd 
When the handl of the lIUIysir players would bcgin to tremble. 
God reward the people in al.l:Iajun whO lwore allegiance' 

' So tlle commentOlo ... butln unnoturol.".lIIion oftlle u.uol me.ninl oCkiJrfi • 
• Conuncn ........ _t .. on ah.rnonvc rend.rint 'U- .. ho toOk it ... iouolr'. 0-.,... IMIna 'ftotooft lroo.md' · Thlo -.rtdl  ... bc on odo p  .. lionoCS>ln17.14:'W.hoy.f ... ..-�mon'.birdof 

iUomtn ... hisnuk.' Dr. Arofl' '''nu .. tho•IhcI4'hllent mans ',boo.', .lIe bitd ",hi<h 
......... r ...... th<hndofl mutd.red mon,ond.IIe .... &nin.woWdthcn bc tha'.h • •  boo. 
i.ltult4:n..,willUni.b<:fon:,t linollr rnw ..... 

· R·adiot �'iiwith C.W.tw l4l6bo.·ii. 
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To a chief who leads with decision and wisdom, 
Sitting bythc ncaraidcofal-[:bjiinas thoughprinc:es, 
Nay thcy arc cvcn more noble and glorious 
Every bold man helped therein 
Clad in mail ao long that it slowed his stride, 
Runningto' portcntous deeda 
Like a flame burning in the torchbcarcr's hands. 
Thc noblest of Lu'ayy b. Ghlllib's linc 
When they are wrongcd their fac:es show thcir angcr. 
With long cord 10 his sword half his shank bare. 
For hisaake the douds gh'c rain and blessing. 
Princc son ofprincc of princely hospitality 
Gathering and urging food on hisgutsts 
Building and preparingsafcty for the tribcsmen 
Whcn we walk through the\and. 
E\"cryblamclcss man kcpt this peace. 
A great leadcr, thercwas he praiKd. 
Theyaceomplishcd theirwortr. in a night 
Whilc othcn slept; in the moming thcy took thcireaK. 
TheY KntbackSahlb. Bai<,l:" well pleascd 
AndAbli Bakrand i\1uhammad rejoiced thereat. 
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Ne"er hne we appTOved injustice 
We got what we wanted without violence. 
O menof Qu�yy, \\"on'tyou consider, 
Do you want what will befall you tomorrow? 
For you and I are as thc words of the aaying: 
'You have the explanation ifyou couldonlY 5peak, O Aswad." 

Mourning al-Mu!,im h. 'Adiy and mentioning his stand in getting the 
deed annulled, �Iass�n b. Thabit composed the following:l 

Wcep 0 eye the pcople's leader. be generous with thy tean. 
If they run dry, lhen pour out blood 
Mouffi lhelcaderofbolhlhe pilgrimlilcsl 
To whom men owe gratitude so long as they can apeak. 
If glory could immortalize anyone 

' O.'d .. inll· 
• Commmtotort upl'in ,ho, A ..... d i. th� ""..,. of, mountoin on which . d�od m.n ..... . 

f""nd and Iht'" ...... noindico,ion ofh;. murd�"" , ThcITt.li,· .. oddraoon:! .he moun ... in 
in ...... ·ard.jUltq ..... """ ... hichh<c.o ..... . p�tb • • See f)ft,:dto of 1f, ... 4� •• T/tMIo •• N. H.rt ... ·;. lI;nchfdd (CObb Momoriot sm .. ), Lon_ 
don.1910. 4J(· The,·.nlon �V<n 'h ... e i . oadly.I (.uh. bu' .he '.".;nli"" . .. -.� 
oynl&cticoliy. 'houKhnot """ricolly,a mi.tok�ro ........ � ..... (im .. odorl.1.'. ltJ4ylti....., . 
ri�h.: '''cep far ,ho Iord .nd "",,, •• or.he ... o .. ne .... ""'. cr. A,-h. oiii. 6. I. S (0 •• «\ .". 
Lammcn •• I.·A.g&;. "'nr/hr/g/<. lkirul • •  9.6. P· l.6): ·.he hun'}'in. bo ........ 'ho .... o 
mo.h· .... ·. I.�L. lhouSh he den, .. ,hot 1.1. .. ·rote ·both·. r.ilo to '1110" Iht nahl ,udill.i 
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Hit glory would hnekept Mut'im alive today. 
You protected God's apostle from them and they beC2lTle 
Thy slaves 110 long as men cry IDbbtJylta and don the pilgrim garb. 
If Ma'add and Qa�li1n andalllhe rest 
Of]urhum were asked aboUI him 

L�Yi�:eu�:! �
e
��:���I:Yh�;:����t�iS duty to protect 

The bright sun above them does notshinc 
On a greatcr and noblcr than hc; 
Morc rcsolute in refusing yct most lenient in naturc, 
Sleeping lOundly on the darkest night thaugh responsible for his 

guest (aIJ). 

of 
I���I:M) aaid in praise af Wsh5m b. 'Amr for his part in the mauer 

lttbe protcctianaf the Banu Umayya a bond 
As trustworthy a guarantce as that af Hilham: 
Suehasdo not betray theirprot� 
Ofthelineof al-l:Iarith b. l.hlbayyibb. Sukham. 
When the Banul:lisl grant protection 
They keep their word and theirprolige livessecurcly. 

Al-TUYAYL B. 
'

AMR AL-DAUSI ACCEPTS ISLAM 

In Ipite of his pcople's behaviour the apostle wu oontinuallygiving them 
good counsel and preaching salvation from their evil state. When God 
protected him from them they beg2n to warn all new-comers against him. 

AI-Tufayl used 10 say that he came to Meca wlN:n lIN: apostle was there 
and lOme of the Quraysh immediately camt up to him. (He was a poet 
of It anding and an intelligent man.) They told him that this fellow had 
done them much hann , had divided Iheir community and broken up its 
unity; 'in fact he talu likea llOrcererseparating a man fromhis father, hi s 
brother, or his wife. We are afraid that he will have the same effect on you 
and your people, 110 don'tspcak to him ar listen to a ward from him.' 

They were so insistent that I decided not 10 listen to a word or 10 spcak 
10 him and I went 10 far as to 81uff cotton in my ears wh.m I went to the 
moaque fearing that I might overhear a word or twa against my will. 
When I got to the mosque Ihere was Ihe apostle of God standingal prayer 
by the Ka'b;a, so I stood near him. God had decreW that I Ihould hear 
IOmething of his spcech and I heard a beautiful aaying. So I said to myself, 
'God blcse my lOul! Here am I, an intelligent man, a poet, knowing per
feetly well Ihe difference betwcen good andc\'iJ, so what ista pTe"ent me 
from listening to what this man ituying: If it il good I shall accept il; 
if it is had I �hall reject it.' 

I stayed until the apostle went to his house and I followed him and 
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entered his hous.c with him. I told him what his pcople had said and that 
15J Ihey had so scared me that I h!ld stuffed COllon in my cars lest I should 

hear what he was saying. But God had not allowed me to remain deaf 
and I heard II bcautiful saying. 'Soupillinihemmerto me,' I said. The 
�post1e explained .lsllim to me and 

.
recited the Quran to me. By God I 

ne\·er helrdanythmg finernoranythingmoujust. So I bccame a Muslim 
lIndbou true witness. l llIid.'O prophet ofGod. l am a manof authority 
among my people lIlld when 1 go back and all them to Islam, pray to 
Cod to give me II aign which will help me when I prellch to them.' He 
uid, 'O God give him a lign.' 

So I wenl back to my people lIlld when I came to the pus which would 
bring me do .... n to the settlement a light like I lamp pillyed between my 
eycsand 1 said, 'O God, nolin my face I for i fear that they will think 
thlt I dire punishment has beflillen my face because I have left their 
uligion.' So the light mo"ed and lighted on the top of my whip. The 
people began to look at that lighl attachcd to my whip like a candle .... hile 
l wu coming down from theplSlto them. 

When 1 got down my father came to me (he was a very old mlln) and 
I aaid, 'Bc off with you, father, for I have nothing to do with you or yo u 
with mel' 'But why, my son?' uid he. I uid, 'I have becomc a Mu.lim 
and follow the religion of Muhammad.' He aaid, 'All right, my IOn, then 
my religion is your r�ligion.' So I .aid, 'Then go and wash yoursclfand 
clellll your clothcs; then come and I will tesch you what I haveb«ntaught.' 
He did 10; 1 explained blam to him and he became a MU$lim. 

Then my wife came to InCand I said: 'Bc off with you, for I have nothing 
to do with you or you with me', 'Why?' .he said, 'my father and mother 
be your rantOm!' l uid,'lslam has divided us and I follow the rcligion 
of Muhammad.' Sbe aaid, 'Then my religion is your rcligion.' I laid, 
'Then go to the �ilUi' (20']) (temenot?) of Dhii'I-Sharl' and clearuc your
self from it.' Now Dhii'l-Sharl wu an image belonging to Daut and the 
�im4 Wat the tcmcnos which they had made IJacred to him; in it there was I 
trickle of water from II rivulet from the �ountain. She asked me urgently, 
'Have you any fear from Dhu'l·Sharl on my account?,l 'No,' I nid, ' I  
will go lurety for that.' So Ihe went and wuhcd and when ahe returned 

�54 I explained Islam to her and Ihe becamc I Muslim, 
Then I preached blamto Dautbut they held blclr., and 1 went to the 

IJIO'tle in Mecca lllld uid, 'O prophel of God, frivolous preoccupation' 
has been too much for me with DauI, 10 invoke a CUr$( on them.' But 

' No .. lioftoClOlJ uplaMtion ol thio _rd ;' fonhcaminf:. _ probobly .. c ohould odopt 
Ibn Hiohl ... ·• radinc: · O" OM1.Shari(O""rn) _ B.l. h;. . .. tIc. not . namr. ol . cod lonti ooooocla'ed 
.. itht ... N.bo .... _. ln.llprobobi�.,. .... ti'\eis ........ phical.donotin.ow ... .u.;p. M ...... 
.."not be .. r.ly oaid., preo<nt 

' Or·on thcd>ild..,n·' M>OOUn,· · I bo  •• followtd .... commen .. to ... in ... in • •  mild.' ..... n.in. than .... ordi"'''' .. n .. 
"hi<h i. ·fomic.'ion·;if Ohu·t·Sh ... "· ••• n AnbOionYIOS.' ... nonnol ..... ninlwould 
nO' be OUt ofplKt 
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he said, '0 God, guide Dausl Go back to your people snd preach to them 
gently.' I continued in tbe Daus country calling them to Islam until the 
apostle migrated to Medina and. Badr, U�ud, and the Trench were passed. 
Then I went to the apostle with my converu while he wu in Khaybar. I 
amlled at Medina with SC\'cnty or eighty houteholds ofDaua, and then we ��
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in Khaybar and he galle U8 an equal share of the booty 

1 remained with the apostle until God opened Mecca to him and then 
I :asked him to lend me to bum Dhu'l-Kaffayn,' the image of 'Amr b. 
I�umama. As he lit the fire he said, 

�: ���u� ��:t:e S:c!���:��!:�n, 

To Ituffthis fire in your heart I pine. 
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fought \I;th them until they disposed of Tulay�a and the whole of Najd. 
Then he went with the Muslims to the Yamima with his IOn 'Amr, and 
while on the way he NoW a vision of which he told his companions asking 
for an interpretation. 'I IiIW my head had been .halled and a bird wu 
coming out of my mouth and a woman met me and look me into her womb, 
and I IiIW my IOn seeking me anxiously; then 1 IiIwhim withheld from me.' 
They said thaI they hoped it would pro\'e a good omen, but he went on to 
uy that he himsclfwould provide the interpretation of it. The shaving of 
hi. head meant that he would lay it down; the bird which ftew from hi. 
mouth was his spirit; and the woman who reech'ed him into her womb 
was the eanh which would be opened for him and he would be hidden 
therein; his IOn's nin aeareh for him mcant that hc would try to attain ass 
what he had attained. He was slain III a martyr in al-Yamilma while hit 
IOn WII lCyerely wounded and rCCO\'ertd later. He was actually killed 
in the year of Ihe Yarmiik in the time of 'Umar, dying as a martyr (216). 

THE AFFAIR OP THE IRAslflTE WHO SOLD H I S  CAMEL,,8 257 
TO AB0 1AHL 

g:r�:m�I��t�a�:� �;:�t�i���:�e��� h:i���;�wards the apo&tle 

I was told by 'Abdu'I-Malik b. 'Abdullah b. Abii Sufyiln al-ThaqaO 
who hid a good memory: A man from Imh (2og) brought lOme camels of 
his to Mecca and Abu Jahl bought them from him. He kept blck thc 
money, 10 the man elme to the as.scmbly of Ourayah when the apostle 
v .. as lilting at the side of the motque and taid: 'Who among you will 
help me to get whit is due to me from Abu'l-l:bhm b. Hishim? I am I 

' A«ordina;lOlbft .. ·!.Kalbl, al·.A, .... , C.iro, ") ... p.)7,it b<:lon'edt" .... b.oecDon oro."", colled thc  B. Munhib. 
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""'ili,."ood ""ron "h,,�,,',. Then heuid, 

While the apostle was in l\1e<:\:a $Orne twenty Christians ume to him from 
Abyuinia when they heard news of him. They found him in the mosque 
and sat and talked with him, asking him questions, while $Orne Quraysh. 
ites were in their meeting round the Ka'ba. When they had asked all 
the questions they wished the apostle invited them to COffie to God and 
read the Quran to them. When they heard the Quran their eya Rowed 
with tea�, and they lettpted Cod's' call, belie,'ed in him, and dedared 
his truth. Theyreoognized in him the things which had been said of him 
in their scriptures. When they got up to go away Abu Jahl with a number 
of QuraYlih intercepted them, saying, 'CVIl, what a wretched band you 
arel Your people at home scntyou to bring them information about the 
fellow, and as soon as you sat with him you renounced your rcligion and 
belic"cd what he said. We don't know a more asinine band than you,' or 
words to that effe<:t. They answered: 'Peace be upon you. We will not 
engage in foolish contro"eIllY with you. We hal'e our religion and you 
hal·eyours. We ha\'e notbeen remiss in �king whatil best: 

It is Aid that these Christians ume from Najrln, !lout Cod knows 
whether that was 110. It is alllO said, and again Cod knows best, that it was 
in reference to them that the verses 'Those to whom we brought the book 
aforetime, thcy bc:lic,'c in it. And when it is read to them they say We 
believe in it. Verily it il the truth from our Lord. Verily aforetime we 
were Muslims,' as {ar as the words, 'We han: our woru and you have your 
WOt�k:;a�n��:� )���iu��i
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rderenceand he told me that he had alwaYl heard from the
'
learned that 

they were sent down ooneerning thc Negu.s and his oompanions and alao 
the verses from the sura of The Table from the words 'That is be<:ause 
there are of them presbytera and monks and because they are not proud' 
up to the words 'So inscribe us with those who bearwitness'.l 

When the apostle used to sit in the mosque with his more insignifiant 160 companions such as Khabblb, 'Ammjr, Abu Fukayha, Yaslr, freedman or 
$afwln b. Umayya b. MUQarrith, $uhayb, and their like, Qurayah UICd to jt'Cr at them and say to one another, 'These are his companions, Q you 
11«. It it luch creatures that Cod has chosen from among us to give 
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guidant:e and truth � If what Muhammad has brought were a good thing 
these fello\\' would nothave been thefitst to�t it,andGod wouldnot 
have put them before us.' God revealed concerning them: 'Dri\'e not 
away those who call upon their Lord night and morning sa:king His fat:e. 
You are inno way responsible fOT them, and theysre in no way responsibl e 
for you, 10 that you should dri"e them away and become an evildoer. Thu. 
We tempt lOme by others that they may say, Are these they whom God 
has favoured among us? Does not God know best about the grateful? 
And when thoee who believe in Our sign. come to thee say Peace be upon 
you. Your Lord hath prescribed for Himself mercy that he who doeth 
evil in ignorant:e and repenteth afterwards and docth right (to him) He 
is forgiving, merciful." 

Aceordingto my infonnation the apostle used often to sit nt al-I\larwa 
at the booth ofa young Christian called Jabr,' a .la\·e of the B. al-l;IayramT, 
and they used to uy 'The one who teaches Muhammad mOlit of what he 
bringtisJabrthe Christian,slave oftheB. a1-I:JaYrami.' Then God revealed 
in reference to their word. 'We well know that they uy, "Only a mortal 
teaches him".' The tongue of him at whom they hint i. fareign, and this i. 
a clear Arabic tongue (:u8).1 

THE COMING DOWN OF THE SORA AI.-XAUTIIAR 

I have been told that when the apostle was mentioned Al-'A� b. Wli'il 
al·Sahml uaed to say, 'Let him alone for he is only a childleas man with 
no offspring. H he were to die, his memory would perish and rou would 
have rest from him.' God sent down in referenee to that: 'We have given 
you al_Kamhar,'4 IOmelhing which is better for you than the world and all 
that it holds. Kautharmeans 'great'. Labid b. Rabl'a al-Killibi aaid 

We were distressed at the death of the owner of Mal�iib' 
And at a!·RidA" is the house of another great man (kauthaT) (119). 
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Mllik that the latter aaid: 'When the apostle was asked what Kauthar was 

a6a which God had given to him I heard him tay It is a river as broad as from 
San'I' to Ayla. Its water pots are in number as the stara of heavcn. Birds 
to down to it with necb like camels. 'Umar h. al·KhauAb said, "0 
apostle of God the birds must be happy!" He answered "He who call 
themwillbe happieratill!'" 

' 5Q .. 6.5'£' 
• NtoId.1< •• DtrI',., ... ,y(,q •• ),,6J .... 'of'hc op;nion 'h." hi. manw .. . n Aby .. ini.n 

o.Ion, tho _ G.b ... (G.bri) meonina ·.u ..... of' in Etb 
' Stlno ,6 . •  oJ. ' 5Q ... ,08. 

�:������lA�:�g�Z;�:.I:!:.::�=;B�.��!.���: 
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In thi. connexion (or perhaps IOmc other) I heard that he said: 'He 
that drinketh thereof shall ne\'er thirst." 

THB COMING DOWN OF 'WHY lIAS NOT AN ANGEL BEEN 
SENT DOWN TO 111M ?' 

The apostle called his pcop!e to lslamand preached to them, and Zama'a 
b, al.Aswad, and al.Na!;!r b. al.ijilrith, and al.Aswad b. 'Abdu YaghOth, 
and Ubayy b. Khalaf, and al.·� b. W:t'il said: '0 Muhammad, if an angel 
had bcen scnt with thee to speak to men about thee and to bc scen with 
theel' Then God roent down concerning these words of theirs: 'They lolly 
Why hath not an angcl bcen roent down to him? If We scnt an angel down 
the matter would be settled; they would be given no mo� time. Had We 
appointed him an angel We would hne appointed him as a man and We 
.hould hne obscured for themwhatthey obacure.'" 

TilE COMING DOWN OF 'APOSTLES IIAVE BEEN MOCKED 
BEFORE TIIEE' 

I have heard that the apostle passed by al·Walid b. al.MughIT2 and 
Umayya b. Khalaf and AbO Jahl b. Hi,hlm and they reviled and mocked 
him, and thil causcd him distrcss. So God ICnt down to him concerning ���;:!:t��

e
:��

.
?:en mocked before thee, but that which they mocked 

THE NIGHT JOURNEY AND TItE ASCENT TO HEAVEN 

Ziyld b. 'Abdullah al·BakU'! from Muhammad b. Isl;tlq told me the 
following: Then the apostle was carried by night from the mosque at 
Mecca to the Masjid al.Aq�l, which is the temple of Aelia, when Islam 
had spread in Mecca among the Ouraysh and all thetribcs. 

The following account reached me from 'Abdullah b. Mas'Od and AbO 
Sa'id al·KI",drI, and 'A'isha the prophet's wife, and I\Iu'3wiya b. AbO 
Sufyln, and al.I:laaanb. AbO'I.ijasan al.Oqrl, and Ibn ShiMb al·ZuhrI 
and Qatlda and other tT2ditionists, and Umm Hini' d. of Abu Tllib. It 
is picccd togelher in Ihe IIlory that foUo""." C1Ich one contribUlingsomething 

�f what he Wat told about what happened. when he was take.n on the night 
)Oumey. The matter of the placc· of the JOUrney and what lSuid about it 
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by night in what way He pleased' toshowhim His signs which He willed �:::c�ol':d: t�
_
��

t
h�:':��d

d�
�is mighty sovereignty and power by 

According to what I hne heard 'Abdullah b. Mas'ud used to say: 
Buriq, thc animal whose every stride carried it as far as iu eye could reach 
on which the prophets before him used 10 ride Wa!l brought to the apostle 
and he Wa!l mounted on it. His companion (Gabriel) went with him to see 
the wonders between heaven andearth,untilhecameto Jerusalem's temp Ie. 
There he found Abnham the friend of God, Moses, and JC$us assembled 
with a company of the prophe15, and he prayed with them. Then he wa. 
brought thrcc\'esselscontaining milk, wine, andwater rC$pecti\'e1y. The 
apostleaaid: 'I heard a \'oicesaying when these were offered to me: If 
he takes the water he will be drowned and his people also; if he takcs the 
wine he will go astray and his people also; and if he takes the milk he will 

a6. be rightly guided and his people also. So l took the nssel containing 
milk and drank it. Gabriel said to me, You have been rightly guided 
andlO willyourpeoplebe, Muhammad ' 

I was told thatal.J:lasan said that the apostle said: 'While I wasaleepi ng 
in the l;lijr Gabriel came and stirred me with his foot. I sat up but saw 
nothing and lay down again. He came a sc<:ond time and stirred me with 
his foot. I sat up but saw nothing and lay down again. He came to me the 
third time and stirred me with his foot. I sat up and he took hold of my 
arm and I stood beside him and he brought me out to the door of the 
mosque and there Wils a white animal, half mule, half donkey, with wings 
on its sides with which it propelled its fcct, putting down each forefoot 
al the limit of its sight and he mounted me on it. Then he went out with 
me keepingcJosc to me. 

I was told that Qatjda said that hf: Wils lold that the apostle said: 'When 
I came up to mount him he shied. Gabriel placed his hand on i15 mane and 
said, Are you not ashamed, 0 Bur�q, 10 behave in this way? By God, none 
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BOthat I could mount him.' 

In his story al.l;l3.'!an said: 'The apostle and Gabriel went their way 
ulltil they arrived at the temple at Jerusalem. There he found Abraham, 
Mosca, and Jesus among a company of the propheu. The apostle acted 
as tht'irimam in prayer. Then he was brought two "essels, onc containing 
wine and the other milk. The apostle tOOl the milk and drank it, lea\'ing 
the wine. Gabriclsaid:"Youh3\'ebeenrightlyguidcd tothewayofnature' 
and 10 will your people be, Muhammad. Wine is forbidden you." Then 
the apostle retumed to Mecca and in the morning he told Quroysh what 
had happened. r-.-Iost of them said, "By God, this is a plain absurdity! A 
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C3.nvantakcsamonthtogotoSyriaandamonthtoretumandcanMuham_ 
mad do the returnjoumey inonenightl" Many l\luslinu gave up their 
faith; lOme went to Abu Bakrandsaid, "Whatdo you think of your friend a65 
now, Abu Bakr 1 He alleges that he went to Jerusalem last night and pnyed 
there and came back to Mecca." He replied that they were lying about 
the apostle; but they said that he Wall in the mosque at that very momcnt 
telling the people about it. Abu Bakruid, "If he says so then it is true. 
And what is so lIurprilling in that? He tells me that communication. from 
God from he.nen to eanh come to him in an hour of a day or night and I 
belie\·ehim,and thati.more cxtnordinarythanthatatwhichyoubogglel" 
He then went to the apostle and alIked him if these reports were true, and 
when he said they werc, he asked him to describe Jerusalem to him: AI
l�asan said that he was lifted up so that he could see the apostle spcaking as 
he told Abu Bakr what Jerusalem Wall like. Whenever he described a pan 
of it he said, 'That'. true. I tcslify thatyouarethe apostle ofGod' untii 
ht had oompleted the deKription, and then the apostie said, 'And you, 

�:or�t�
' are the $idJiq." This was the occasion on which he got this 

Al-l;tallan continued: God sent down concerning those who left h[am 
for this reason: 'We made the vision which we .howed thee only for a test 
to men and the accursed tree in the Quran. We put them in fear, but it 
on[y adds to their heinoul error." Such is a[-Basan' • •  tory with additiON 
from Qatilda. 

One of AbU Bakr'. family told me that 'A'ish, the prophet'. wife used 
to say: 'The apostle'. body remained where it was but God rcmo� his 
Ipirit by night.' 

Ya'qub b. 'Utba b. al.Mughira b. al-Akhnas told me that Mu'lwiya 
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contradict what al-Basan taid, seeing that God Himself said, 'We made 
the \·i.ion which we .howed thee only for a test to men;' nor doea it oon
tradict what God said in the story of Abnham when he s.aid to his IOn, 
'0 my son, \'erily I saw in a dream that 1 must sacrifice thee,'l and he a66 
acted accordingly. Thus, u 1 seeil, revelation from God comes to the 
prophelll waking or s[ceping 

I ha\'e heard that Iheapostle uscd to say, 'My eyes.leep while my heart 
i. awake.' Only God knows how revelation �me and he !laW what he 
law. But whether he wu u[eep or awake, it wu all tru� and actually 
happened. 

AI-Zuhri alleged' u from Sa'id b. al-MU!layyab that the apostle de
ICribed 10 his companiON Abraham, MOleS, and Jesus, u he saw them that 
nighl, taying: 'I ha\'e ne\'er secn a man more like myself than Abraham. 

, Thi. indiaoteo,ho." ... ..... n;nl i. noI 'Vu.cio ... ·bu.'T .. rifi<'to'h.Trulh'. 
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Moses was I. ruddy fl.ccd man, ull, thinly Reshed, curly haired wi 
hooked nose as toough he were of the Shanu'a. Jesus, Son of Mary, '01 
reddish man of medium height with lank hair with many freckles or. 
faoe as though he had just come from a bath.' One would suppoK tha 
head was dripping with water, though there "''IS no water on it. 
man m06t like him among you is 'Urwa b. Jl,las'ud al-Thaqafl (:121).' 

267 The following report has reached me: from Umm Hlni' d. of 
TiJib, whose: name: was Hind, com:e:rning the: apostle's night jour 
Shesaid:'The apostle wcntonno nightjourne:ycxceptwhile hewuir 
house. He sle:pt that night in my houst. He prayed the final night pn 
then he slept and we IIe:pt. A little: before dawn the apostle woke: us, 
when we had praye:d the: dawn prayer he: pid, "0 Umm Hini', I pI'". 
with you the: last e:\'cning prayer in this V1Ille:y as you taW. The:n I wei 
Jerusale:mand pra)'e:dthere, The:nI have justprayed the morning pr 
withyouasyousc:e:," He: got up to go out and I took hold of his robc: 
lsid bare: his belly u though it we:re a folded Egyptian gannc:nt. I I  
"O prophetofCod, don't taik to the: people: about it for the:y will give: 
the lie: and insult you." He: uld, "By God, I ce:rtainly will te:1I th( 
I said t o a  negre:u, a Ilave: of mine:, Follow the apostle: and li.ste:n to· 
he: li1ys to the pc:ople:, and what the:y say to him, He: did te:ll them and 
we:re amazed and aske:d what proof he had. He: replie:d that he: had pa 
the caravan of lO-and-1O in 5uch-and-such a valley and the: anim: 
bestrode: !leared them and a camel bolted, "and I showe:d the:m where: il 
as I was on the: way to Syria, I earrie:don until in 1;lajanln' I passc:d 
canvan ofthe: Banii lO-and·lO. I found the pc:ople: asleep, Thcy h 
jarof wate:r cove:rcd with somcthing. I took thc co\'ering off and d 
thc water rcplac::ing the: cover. The proof oCthat il that their carav; 
this moment coming down from al-8ai4i' by the pass of aI-Tan'lm) Ie: 
• dusky camc:l hade:d with two sacks one: bbck and the: other multihu 
The people hurried to the pass and the lintt camel they met was as he 
described, They uked the me:n about the vessc:1 and they told them 
they had left it full of water and covered it and that when they woke it 
coveredbut ernpty, They askcd the othent too who were in Mecca and 
said that it was quite right: they had becn scarcd and a camc1 had bo 
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,?ad heard a man ealling them to it 10 that they were ab 

One whom I hne no rcuon to doubt told me on the aUlhorityof 
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busineu in lerusal.:m a ladder was hrought to me fincrthan any I have 
evc! $CCn. ltwasthatto whichthcdyingmanloobwhendeathapproachcs. 
My companion mounted it with me until we came to one of the gate. of 
heaven called the Gate of the Watchers. An angel called btnl'il wu in 
charge of it, and under his command were twelve thouund angels tlch 
of them having twelve thousand angeb under hiscornmand.' lu he told 
thil slory the apostle used to uy, 'and none knoWi Ihe Irmie. of God but 
He." When Gabriel brought me in, Ism'II asked who I WII, and when he 
was told that I was Muhammad he asked if I had been given a miation,' 
lnd on being usured of this he wishtd tru: wdl. 

A traditionist who had got it from one who had heard it. from the 
lpostle told me thlt the latter aaid: 'All the angeb who met me when I 
entered the lowest heaven Imiled in wekome and wWted me well Deep! 
one whouid theaame things but did not Imile or.how that joyful txpres
.ion ..... hich the olhen had. And when I asked Gabriel the renon he told 
me that if he had ever lflliled on anyone btforeor would.mile on anfQne 
hereafter he would have.mil edonme; but he doet not smile btause he is 
Mllik,lhc Keeper of Hell. I said 10 Gabriel, he holding the position with 
regard to God whic:h he hu dttcribcd to you "obeycd there, lruttworthy",' 
"Will you nOI orde! him to .how me beUl" And be .aid, "Certainlyl 
o Malik, show Muhammad Hell." Thereupon he removed itt covering 
Ind the flames blued high into the air until I thought thlt Ihey would 
consume everything. So r asked Gabriel 10 order him 10 lend them back 
lo their place which hc did. I can only comparc the effect ofthcir with
drawai lolhe falling ofa lhadow, unlilwhen the flamts relreated whence 
Ihey had come, M�likplaced theircoveron them.' 

In his tradition Abu Ss'id al-Khudrl ujd that the apostle pid: 'When 
I entered Ihe lowest hcaven I saw a man Ilitting there with the spiritt of 
men p�ing before him. To one he would speak well and rejoice in him 
saying: " A  good .pint from I good body" and of another he would say 
"1-'aughl" and frown, uying: "An evil spint {rom an evil body." In 
II\Iwer 10 my question Gabriel told me thilt this was our {ather Adam 
reviewing the .piritt of his off.pring; thespirit of a btliever excited his 
plcuure, and tbt.pint of an infidcltxcited his disgusl lO tbat he taid the 
wordsjuttqoottd. 

'Then I taW men with lips like camels; in their hands were pieces of 
fire likc ltones which Iheyuttd to thrutt into their mouths and they would 
c:omeout of their poateriors. I wutold tbattbeIC were IhOlC who tinfully 
devourcd the wealth of orphan.. 

'Then I saw men in the way of the family of Phlr.oh,· wilh such bellies 
ta I have never ItCn; thcre were passing over them II it were camels 
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maddened by thirst when they were cast into hell, trtading them 
Ihey being unablc 10 mo,'e oul of the way. TheS(' \\ercthc usurers 

'Then I laW men wilh good fal meal befort Ihem side by side wit 
.tinldng meat, eating of the laller and Ica"ing the fonner. Th� are ����

i
�

�
:�e the women whieh God has pennitted and go after th06C 

'Then I taw women hanging by their brtll!iU. Th� were lhoe; 
270 had fathercd baatardl on their husbands.' 

ja'far b. 'Amr told me from al-Qisim b. Muhammad that Ihe a 
llIid: 'Creat is Coo's anger againsl I wornan who bring& a bastard in 
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to the aeeond hu,'en and therewerc the two matemal cousins Jesu 
ofMary,andJohn,sonof Zakariah. Thentothe thirdhencnandthe 
a man wtw.e face will III the moon at the full. This WIS my brother J. 
IOn of Jacob. Then to the fourth heaven and there was a man 
Idrls. "Andwehaveexa[ted himtoa loftyplaee.'" Then tothefifth� 
and there Wall a man with white hair and a long beard, never have 
a more handsome man than he. This was the beloved among his I 
Aaron son of 'Imrln. Then to the sixth heaven, and there was a dar 
with a hooked nose like the Shanu'a. This was my brother Moses, 
'Imrll\. Then to the seventh heaven and there was a man .ininl 
throne at thegateofthe immonal rnansion.' E,-ery day .eventy the 
angel. went in not to come baek until the resurrection day_ Ne\'er 
seen a man more like myself. This was my falher Abraham. Tt 
took me into Paradiu and there l saw a damsel withdark red liJl' 
wed her to whom .he belonged, for she pleased me much when 
�:�_

I
a::!ol

u
�e �:�� me "Zayd b. l;Iliritha". The apostle gave Zayd th. 

From a tradition of 'Abdullah b. MllI'o.id from the prophet the 
reached me the following: When Gabriel took him up to each 

l71 heavenl and asked penniuion to enter he had to say whom he had bl 
and whether he had received a missionl and they would uy 'God 
him life, brother and friend!' until they reached the se\'enth hCll\'� 
hil Lord. There the duty of fifty prayers a day was laid upon him 

The apostle .aid: 'On my return I passed by Mosa and what 
rricnd of youTt he wasl He uked meMw many prayers had her 
upon me and when I told him fifty he said, "Prayer is a weighty 
and your prople are weak, lOgo back to your Lord and ask him l O l  
the number ror you and your community". I did so and H e  took c 
Again I passed by r.loscs andhe said thesame again ; and lO il w 
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until only fin: prayers for the whole day and night werc left. MOJeI agair 
gavc me the same advice. I replied that I had been back to my Lord anc 
asked him to reduct the number until I was ashamed, and I would not do i! 
again. He of you who pcrforms them in faith and trust will have th( 
reward of fifty prayers.' 

The apostle remained firm counting on God's assistance, admonishing hif 
people in spite of their branding him as a liar and insulting and mocki n! 
him. The principal o!fendcrt-IO Yazid b. Rumin from 'Urw;!. b. al 
Zubayr told me-lO.·ere five men who were respected and honoured amonl 
theirtribcsmcn: ofthe B. Asad . . .  wasal-Aswad b. al-l\IU\lalib b. Asac 
Abu Zarna'a. (I ha\"e heard that the aposde had cursed him for his insull.! 
and mockery, saying, '0 God, blind him and herene him of hi. IOn!': 
Of the B. Zuhra . . .  wasal-Aswad b. 'Abdu Yaghlith. Of the n. l\Iakhzurr 
• • •  W35 al_WaJid b. al_l\tughlra . . .  Of the B. !»hm b. 'Amr . . . WI! 
al-'}., b. Wi'il b. HilMm (zn). Of the B. Khuzi'a was al-I;Urith b 
al-Tul��i1a b. 'Amr b. al-I;l:1rith b. 'Abd b. 'Amr b. Lu'ayy b. Malakin. 

When they pcrsisted in evil and constantly mocked the apostle, Go< 
revealed: 'Proclaim what you ha\·e been ordered and tum away from tht 
polytheists. We will surely protect you against the mockers who pu 
another god bcside God. In the end they will know." 

The same Yazid told me from 'Urwa (or il may have been from som, 
othertraditionist) that Gabriel came to the apostle when the mockers wen 
going round the temple. He .tood up and the apostle stood at his .ide 
and as al-Aswad b. al·Munalib passed, Gabriel threw a green leaf in hil 
(ace and he became blind. Then al-Aswad b. 'Abdu Yaghuth passed and ho 
pointed at his belly which,wclled so that he died of dropsy. NelCt al-Wa1it 
passed by. He pointed at an old acaron the botlom of his ankle (the resul 
of a wound he received some years earlier as he was trailing his gown whel 
he passed by a man of Khuz�'a who was feathering an arrow, and tho 
arrowhead caught in his wrapper and scratched his foot-a mere nothing) 
But the wound opened again and he diedofil. Al-'Atpassed. He pointe( 
to his instep, and he went off on his ass making for al-'j'i'if. lie ticd th. 
animal to a thomy tree and a thom entered his foot and he died of it 
Lastly al-I;t:irith passed. He pointed at his head. II immediately fillet 
with pus and killed him. 

TilE STORY OF ABO UZAYHIR AL-OAUsT 

When al_Walid's death was near he summoned his three sons lIish�m 
al-Walid, �nd Kh;ilid and said: 'My sons, I charge you with three duties 
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be not remisa in any of them. My blood lies on the Khuu'a: don't let it 
remainunoompenuted. I know that they are innocent of it, but I fear that 
you may be ill spoken of because: of it when I am dead. Thaqlf owe me 
money in interest; see that you get it. Lastly my dowry money i, with 
Abu Uzayhir al-Daul!' Don't let him keep it.' Now Abu Uzayhir had 
married him to a daughter of his and then withheld her from him and did 
not let him have acc;ew to her up to the day of his death. 

When a1-Waltd died, the B. Makhzum leaped upon Khuu'a demanding 
blood-monC)' for al-\Valld, laying, 'It was your man'a arrow that killed 
him.' He was one of the B. Ka'b, an a1ly of the B. 'Abdu'l-Munalib b. 
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killed al.Walid was one "of the B. Ka'b b. 'Amr of Khuu'a, and 'Abdullah 
b. Abu Umayya b. al-Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Makhzum com
posed the following lines:' 

I'll wager that you'll 1IOOn run away 
And lea\'e al-Zahrln with iu yelping foxes. 
And that you'll leave the water in the vale of Alriqil 
And that you'll ask whichArik treel are the best. 
We are folk who do not leave our blood unavenged 
And thosc we fight do not get to their feet again. 

Kh�;'�rin and II-Arik were camping-grounda of the B. Kl'b of 

an:�';r:th�:Abii'I'Jaun, brother of the B. Ka'b b. 'Amr al·Khuzl'1, 

By God we will not pay unjust blood wit for al· Walid 
Until you see a day when the stara wax faintj 
When your Stout ones will he overthrown one after another 
Each in death helplcsslyopening his mouth. 
When you eat your bread and your gruel, 
Then aUof you willweepand wailfor al.Wa1id. 

There followed much argument and recrimination until it was apparent 
that it was prestige that was at stake, so Khud'a paid some of the blood· 
money and they relinquished their claim to the reBI. Whcn peace had 
becn madeal.Jaunllid: 

Many a man and woman when we made peace 
Spoke in surprisc ofwhatwepaid foral.Walld. 
'D!1-?:a�i:ot swear that you would not pay unjust compelllltion for 

Until)'ou hadteen adayof great misfortune ?' 
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But we have exchanged' war for pcace 
Now every travener may go hfely where he will. 

But al-Jaun did not stop there but went on to boast of the killing of al-Walid, saying that thcy had brought about hi. end, all of which was 
false. Aa a rcault al_Walid, hisaon, and hia tribe met what they had been 
\\O'lmed against.Al-Jaun said 

Did not al-Mughl1'1l claim that in Mec�'I 
Ka'b wuagrtatforce? Don't boast, Mughi1'1l, bccause yousecul 
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Aa surely as Thabir standa in its place. 
AI-Mughira saidthat toleamour state 
Or to stir up war betwttn us. 
ForWalid's blood will not be plIid for 
You know that we do not pay for blood we shcd. 
The auspicious warrior hit him with an arrow 
Poisoned, while he was full and out of breath. 
He fell full length in Mecca's vale. 
'Twas as though a camcl fell. 
'Twill save me delaying payment for Abu HisMm with 
Miserable' little curly haired cameil (:nJ). 

Then Hishlm b. al-Walid attacked Abu Uzayhir while he was in the 
market of Dhu·I-Majiz. Now his daughter 'Atikl was the wife of Abu 
Sufyin b. Barb. Abu Uzayhir was a chief among his people and Hisham 
killed him for the dowry money belonging 10 al-Walid which he had re
taincd,in accordance with his father's dying injunction. This happcned 275 
.fter the 2postle's migration to Medina. Badr was over and many of the 
le�ders of heathen Qura)'1oh had been Nain. YuJd b. Abu Sufyln went out 
�nd collected the B. 'Abdu Manlf while Abu Sufyln was in Dhu'I-MajJ.:r:, 
and peopJe said Abu Sufy�n'.honourinthematterofhisf2ther.in.law had 
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He was a mild but astute man who lovcd his pcople exccedingly, and he 
was 2fraid that there might be serious trouble among Qura)'1oh because 
of Abu U:r;ayhir. So he went straight to his eon, who wu armed among his 
pcople theB. 'AbduManHandthe 'acentedones', loolthisspcaroutofhis 
hand and hit him hard on the head with it, saying, 'Cod damn youl Do 
you wish to cause civil war among Quraysh for the sake of a man from 
Daus? We will pay them the bloodmoney if they will accept it.' Thus he 
put an cnd to the matter. 

' Li" '..un,W· 
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beside him.' They clap�d their hands and laid, 'Do you want to make 
all the gods into one God, Muhammad? That would be an extr:lordinary 
thing.' Then they laid one to another, 'This fellow is not going to give 
you anything you 'A'llnt, 10 go and continue wilh the religion of your fathel'1l 
until Godjudge betwec:n us.' So aaying they departed 

Abu TJilib laid, 'Nephew, I don't think that you asked them anything 
extraordinary.' On hearing this the apostle had hopes that he would acccpt 
Islam, and he laid at oncc, 'You say it, uncle, IlIld then I shall be able to 
intercede for you on Re.urrection Day: Seeing the apostle's cagtmcss he 
replied, 'Were itnot that l fearlhat you and your falher'ssonl would be 
abused afler my death and Ihat Ouraysh would think that I hadonly u id 
it in fearofdeath, l would say it. I should only say it to gi\'e you pleasure.' 
A3 his death was near, al-'Abblis looked at him a, he wu moving his lips 
and pUI his ear dose 10 him and said, 'Nephew, by God, my brolher hu �'=��� 

,
Ihe word you ga\'e him to aay.' The apostle replied, 'I did not 

God revealed concerning the people who came to him with their propo-
279 saia: '$id. By the renowned OUDn, Nay, thole who disbelie\'e are in pridc: 

and schism' as far u the words 'Does he make the gods one God. Thi, i. 
an extraordinary thing. Their chief. went off saying: Go and remain true 
to your gods. This i. a thing dC8igned, We have not heard of this in the 
last religion," (meaning Christiana because they say) 'Veril y  God is the 
third ofthree," 'This is nothing but an invention." Then AbU T�lib died. 

THE APOSTLE COES TO THAQff' TO SEEK HELP 

fn consequencc of the growing hostility of OuDysh after Abu Tilib'. 
death the apostle went to Ti'if to seek help from Thaqif and their delenn 
against his tribe. Also he hoped that they would receh'e the message which 
God had given him. He went alone. 

Yuld b. Ziyld told me from Muhammad b. Ka'b al-Qur�l: 'When the 
apostle arrived at al-Ti'if he made for a number of Thaqif who were at 
that time leadel'1l llIld chiefs, namely three brothen;: 'Abdu Ylilayl, Mas'iid, 
and ':Iabib, aonl of'Amrb. 'Umayr b. 'Aufb. 'Uqda b. Ghiyara b. 'Aufb. 
Thaqlf. One of them had a Qunaysh wife of the B. luma!). The apostle 
sat with them and invited them to accept Islam and asked them to help 
him against his opponen� at home. One of them .wore that he would tear 
up the covering4 of the Ka'ba if God had sent him.' The other said, 
"Could nol God have found someone better than you to send ?" The third 
said,"By God,don'tletme everspeak toyou. lfyouarean apostiefrom 
God as you say you are, you are far tooimponant forme to reply to, and if 
you Ire lying lgailUt God i! il not right that I Ihouldspcak to you I" So 
the lpostlegot up IlIld wenl, dC8pairing of getting any good out of ThaqTf. 

' S1Ira) •. • -6. · S()raJ.77. J S()ra lS. 6. • F.,.. this idiom "" T_. O�., I .... .... ,aJ 
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I havt been lold Ihal he said 10 Ihem, "Seeing thai you hav.e acted u you 
have, keep the matter ae<:ret," for he Will l02th Ihat his people should hear 
about it, so Ihat they would be still further emboldened against him (:125). 280 
But they did not do so and slirred up theirloulsand .laves to insult him 
and cry after him until a crowd came together, and compelled himto take 
refuge in an orchard belonging to 'Utba b. Rabta and his brother Shayb a 
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watched him, observing what he had to endure from the locallQUts. I wa.s 
told Ihat the aposrle had met the woman fro':l" the B. Jumah and said to 
her, "What has befallen us from your husband's people?" 

'When the apostle reached safety he said, so I am told, "0 God, to Thee 
I complain of my weakness, little resource, and lowliness before men. 0 
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an enemy to whom Thou ha.st given power over me? If Thou art not 
angry with me I care not. Thy favour is more wide for me. I take refuge 
in the light of Thy countenance by which the darkness is illumined, and 
the things of this world and the next are rightlyordered, lcst Thy ange r 
descend upon me or Thy wrath light upon me. It is forThee to besatisfied ���

.
�hou art well pleased. There is no power and no might save in 

'When 'Utba and Shayba saw what happened they were moved with 
compas!ion and called a young Christian slave of theirs called 'Addis and 
told him to take a bunch of grapes on a plauer and give them to him to C1It. 
'Addas did so, and when the apostle put his hand in the platter he said "In 
the name ofGod" bcfore eating. 'Add>ill looked dosely into his facc and 
said, "By God, this is not the way the people of this country speak." The 
apostle then asked "Then from what country do you come, 0 'Addis? and 
what is your religion?" He replied tnat he was a Christian and came from 281 
Nineveh. "From the town of the righteous man Jonah son of Mallal," ,aid 
the apostle. "But how did you know about him?" lIlIked 'Addis. "He is 
my brother; he was a prophct and I am a prophet," answered the apostle. 
'Addas bent over him and kisscd hishead, his hands, and his feet. 

'The two brothers were looking on lind one said 10 the other, "He's 
already corrupted your slave I" And when 'Addll.s c�me back they said to 
him: "You rascal, why were you kissing that man'shead, hands, and fcc t?" 
He answered that he was the finest m:r.n in the country who had told him 
things th:ll only a prophet could know. Theyreplied, "You rascal, don't 
let him seduce you from your religion, for it is better th"an his." 

'Then the apostle returned from T1'ifwhen he despaired ofgwing 
anything out of Thaqif. When he reached Nakhla' he rose to pray in the 
middle of the night, and a number of jinn whom God has mentioned 

f.:....T�t:::� 1000 Nakhla. """hom and ..,..,h.m. Thry ... Wldl'o .bout. d.y·. joumq 
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paMed by. They were-tO I am told_ven jinn from Na�lbln. They 
listened to him and when he had finished his prayer they turned back to 
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to thee ccnain of the jinn who were listening to the Qurin" as far as "and 
He will give you protection from a painful punishment".' And again, 
"Say: It has been revealed unto me that a numberofthejinn listened."" 

TilE! APOSTLE! OFFERS IIIMSELF TO TilE TRIBES 

When the apostle retumed to Mecca his people opposed him more binerly 
than e\'er, apan from the few lower-class people who believed in him 

T. no), 3 (T. One ofthem said that when the apostle left al-Ti'if making for Mecca 
a Meccan passed and he asked him if he would take a message for him; 
andwhen he saidthathe would hetold himtogoto al-Akhnas b. Shariq 
and say, 'MuhamIl1l1d says: Will you gh·e me protection so that I may 
convey the rnc:saa.ge of my Lord?' When the man delivered his mc:ssage 
al-Akhnas replied that an ally could not give protection against a member 
of the home tribe. When he told the apostle of this he asked himifhe 
would go back and ask Suhayl b. 'Amr for his protection in the ,ame words. 
Suhayl!ICntword thatthe B.·i\mirb. Lu'ayy donot giveprotection against 
B.. Ka'b. He then asked the man if he would go back and II1l1ke the same 
application to al-Mufim b. 'Adiy. The lalter said, 'Yes, let him enter,' 
and the man came bad: and told the apostle. In the morning al-Mufim 
having gin on his weapons, he and his sona and his nephe"" .. went into the 
mosque. When Abu Jahl saw him he asked, 'Are you giving protection or 
following him?' 'Giving protection, of course,' he said. 'Wegive protec
tion to him whom you protect,' he said. So the prophet came into Mecca 
and dwelt there. One day he wenl inlO the S3crro mosque when the 
polytheisu were at the Ka'ba, and when Abu Jahl saw him heaaid, 'This i, 
your prophet, 0 B. 'Abdu Manaf: 'Utba b. Rabfa replied: 'And why 
should you take it amiss if we have a prophet or a king l' Theprophetwaa 
told of this, or he may have heard it, and he came to Ihem andsaid, 'O 
'Utba, you were not angry on God's behalf or his apostle's behalf, buto n 
your own account. As for you, 0 Abu Jahl, a great blow of fate will come 
upon you IOthat )'Ou will laugh liule and weep much; and as for you, 0 
Lea.dersof Quraysh, a grcat blow of fate will come upon you so that you 
will experience what you mOSt abhor and that perforce!')l 

The apottleoffered himsclfto the tribes ofArabs atthe fairswhenever 
28� opportunity came, summoning them to God and Ielling them that he was 

a prophet who had been IICnt. He used tO Qk them to believe in him and 
protect him until GOO should make clear to thcm the mc:ssage with which 
he had charged his prophet. 

One of our friends whom I hold abo�'e sUIPicion told me from Zayd b. 
' 5;;"46. '&-32 ' 8';"71. ' ' Cf.I.H. OtI p. 2S,ofW 
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Allam from Rabi'a b, 'Ibad al-Dili or from one whom Abu al-ZiniJd had 

��:r�a::� ��������g
b
R'��

u
�,
a
�A��I�

b
;�:tU���:'h

'
::� al�u��I;� 

wilh his father in MinA whcn Ihe apostle used 10 SlOp by the Arab encamp -
menU and tell them that he \\'as Ihe apostle of God who ordered Ihem 10 
worship Him and nOI associale anything wilh Him, and to renounce the 
rival gods which they worshipped, and bclie\'e in His aposde and protect 
him unlil God made plain Ilis purpose in sending him, (here followed him 
an artful spruc-e fellow with IWO lOCH of hair, wearing an Aden cloak, 
When the apostle finished his appeal he used 10 say, "This fellol'l wishes 
only 10 get ),ou tostrip offal-L�t and al-'Uull. from your necks and your 
.lIiesthejinn ofB, I\1J1.lik b. Uqaysh for the misleading innovation he has 
brought, Don't obey him and take no notice of him," I asked my father 
who the man was who (ollo"'cd him and contradicted what he said, and he 
answered that it v.as his uncle 'Abdu'I-'Uzzll. b. 'Abdu'I-Mu\talib known 
as ��iJ S��:� !�-i��rI told me that he went to the tents of Kinda where 
there was a shaykh called MulayJ:t. He invited them to come to God and a83 
offered himself to them, but Iheydeclined, 
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meuage, adding, '0 Banu 'Abdullah, God has gh'en your falher a noble 
name.' BUI they would nOI gi\'e heed, 

One of our companion. from 'Abdullah b, Ka'b b, Mlilik told me that 

��a�:
tle went to the B, I�anifa where he met with the worst reception 

Al-Zuhri told me Ihal he went to the B, 'Amir b, $a'fa'a and one of them 
called BayJ:tarab. Firis (218) said: 'By God, if I could take this man from 
Qurayah I could eat up the Arabs with him.' Then he said, 'If we actually 
give allegiance' to you and God giv� you victory over your opponen\s, 
Ihallwehaveaulhorityafteryou?' Hereplied,'Authority isamatterwhich 
God places where He pleases.' He IIllIwered: 'I IUppose you wanl .... to 
protect you from the Anbs with our breasts and then if God gives you 
victOry�lIOmeone elsewiII reap Ihe benefit I Thank you, Nol' 

Afterwards the B. 'AmiI' went back to an old ahaykh of theirs who was 
unable 10 attend the fairs. Thdr CUSlOm was to give him all the newa on 
their retum, This year when he asked for the newlthey told him that a 
man from Quraysh-one of the n, 'Abdu'I-MUl\alib to be preci!IC-prt. 
tended that he was a prophet and invited them to protect him, to stand i n 
with him, and 10 take him back 10 thdr country. The old man put hi. 
handlupon his head andsaid,'O Banii 'Amir, could it have been a\'oided? 
Can the past ever be regained? No Isma'lIi has e\'er claimed prophelhood 
fa1sely, It was the truth. Where was your common sense?' 

Whenever men came togetheral the fail"ll or the apostle heard ofan)'one 
' SomeMSS, ondT,no. h..o,'.'ifwe foUowyou' ' T, 'ifyo"w"'·. 



196 The LIfe of J1u{tommod 

�84 of imponance coming to �Iecca he went to them with his me!l$llge. 'A�im 
b. 'Umar b. Oat�da al-A�llri-more precisely a[·�afari-on the authority 
of some of his shayklu told me that they uid that Suwayd b. al.$3mit, 
brother of the D. 'Amr b. 'Auf, came to Mecca on pilgrimage. Suwayd's 
tribesmen used to call him al·K�mil because of his touglmess, his poetry. 
his honour, and hi. lineage. Heit waswhoaaid: 

There'. many a man you call friend you'd be shocked 
If you knew the lies he tells against you in secret. 
While he's with you his words are like honey; 
Behind your back a sword aimed at the base of the neck. 
What you see of him please!l you, but undemeath 
He's a deceitful backbiter cutting through to the marrow ��.: :�� ����l�� �:�ish:��t:��aling, 

Strengthen me with good dee<ls: long have you weakenro me.' 
The best friends strengthen without wm-ning. 

Heoncehadl disputewith amanoftheB. Sulaym-one oftheB.Zi'bb. 
Mllik--overa hundred camels, and they appointed an Arab woman diviner 
Irbitratorand she gave judgement in his favour, and heandthe Sulami 
went a\\1IY alone. When they reached the paning of the wayB Suwayd 
asked for his propeny. The man promised to send it, but Suwayd wanted 
to know who v.'Ould guarantcc that the animals would be handed over. M 
he could offer none but himself, Suwayd refused to lea\'e him until he got 
his due. Sotheyc;ameto blo� and Suwaydknocked himdown, bound 
him closely and took him away to the oountry ofthe B. 'Amr; and there he 
had to suy until his tribesmen paid what was owing. It was in reference 
tothat, Suwayd oomposed these linea: 

Don't think, Ibn Zi'bson ofM�lik, that I 
Am like the man you deceidully slew in secret. 
When I had been thrown I manfully became your match
Thusthe resolute mancan chan� his position-

�":�: ::k
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185 When heheardabouthim the apo.stleaought himout and invitedhim 
to Islam. He uid, 'Perhaps you've got aomething like that which I have.' 
'And what is thad' asked the apostle. 'The roll of Luqmlln,' melning the 
wisdom of Luqm§n, he answered. 'Hind it to me,' said the lpoe;tie, and 
he handed it over and heaaid, 'This discourse is fine, but that which I have 
il betterltill, a Quran which God hat revealed to me which is a guidance 
and alight.' And the apoe;t1e recited the Ouran to him and invited him to 

' LiI. 'f .. 'he. me . . •  eul me'. The /icure;. ..... oI .n .rrow ... h .. h i. f  .. <heftd .o 
inc ....... i"n;ghf,.ndwhi .. l«linto.hapefo.fhe .. me .......... F ... herin. c.n do noharrn, 
bu'whinlin,moyc." ... 'h ••• ""'·tob .... lr.: noc .... ryi'io,bu'i'rnua'IIO,boo ... rdon •. 
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THE BEGINNING OF ISLAM AMONG THE HELPERS 

When God wished to display His religion openly and to glorify His prophet 
and to fulfil His promillll to him, the time came when he met a number of 
the Helpers at one of the fairs; and while he was offering himself to the 
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��.met at aI-'Aqaba a number of the Khazraj 

'.X",im b. 'Umar b. Qatada told me on the authority of some of the 
shaykhs of his tribe thatthey said that when the a�tle metthemhe 
learned by inquiry that they were of the Khazraj and allies of the Jews. 
He invited them to .it with him and expounded to them Islam and recited 
the Quran to them. Now God had prepared the way for Islam in that they 
lived side by side with the Jews who were people of the scriptures and 
knowledge, while they themselves were polytheists and idolaters. They 
had often raided them in their district and whenever bad fceling arose the 

I The blltiei>elween Au. Ind Khat.-.j: �.i. 
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Jew. U.5ed to uy to them, 'A prophet will be .5ent lOOn. Hit day it II hand. 
Wt .hall follow him and kill you by hi. lid II 'Ad and Imn pen-hcd.' So 
whenlhey helrdlhe .pottle'.mtllagelheyuidoneto anolher: 'Thili. 

as, the very prophet of whom the Jewa warned us. Don't let them get to him 
bcfore usl' Thereupon thtYlcccpttdhia tcaching and bcc:amc Mualiml, 
saying, 'We hive Ich our pcople, for no lribc il ao dividcd by hatrcd and 
ancourU lhey. Perhlp' God will unitt them through you. So let u.go 
to them and invite them to this rcligion of yours; and if God unitca them 
�� �f��: =��

. 
be mightier than you.' Thus uying they returned 

There were.ix of these men from the Khuraj 10 I have been told. �rom 
B. II.Najjir, i.e. Taym AJlah oflhe clan of B. Mllik . . .  : .A.'ld b. ZurAra 
b. 'Udq b. 'Ubayd b. Tha'labl b. Ghanm b. Milik b. al.Nljjlt known No 
Abu Umimaj and 'Auf b. al-l;llrith b. RifJ.'a b. Sawid b. MlI.ii • . .  known 
u Ibn 'Afri' (a:z9). 

From B. Zurayq b. 'Amir b. Zurayq b. 'Abdu l;Iiritha b. GhaQb b. 
Jusham . . .  : RJfi' b. Milik b. al-'Ajlin b. 'Amr b. 'Amir b. Zurayq (a30) 

FromB. Salima b. Sa'd b. 'Alib.Asad b. Slrida b.Tuldb. Jusham . . .  
of the clan of B. Sawld b. Ghanm b. K.'b b. Salimi: Qutba b. 'Amir b. 
l;Iadlda b. 'Amr b. Ghanm b. Sawld (a31). 

From H. l;lIrlm b. Ka'b b. Gharun b. }{a'b b. Salama: 'Uqba b. 'Amir 
b. Nlbl b.Zaydb. l;lailm. 

From B. 'Ubayd b. 'Adly b. Ghanm b. Ka'b b. Sabma: Jlbir b. 'Abdul· 
lahb.Ri'lbb. al-Nu'min b.Sinlnb. 'Umyd. 

When they came to Mtdina they told Iheirpcople about the apostle and 
a88 invited thcm to ac«pt Ialam uotil it bctame 10 weU known among them 

�t � :.c�t:n'::tn:ehc�;:'ging tothc Hc.!pcra but Islam andthc apottlc 

THE FtRST PLEDGE AT AL-'AQABA AND THE MISSION 
OF MUf'AB 

In the following year twelve Hc.!pcn attended the fair and met at al.'Aqaba 
-this was the fint 'Aqaba-where they gave the apostle the 'pledge of 
women'.' Thiswaa bcfore thc duty of making wu waa la.id upon them. 

These men were: From B. aI.Najjlt: As'ad b. Zurln; 'Auf b. al·l;llrith 
and Mu'ldh hu brother, both lION of 'Afri'. From B.Zun,yqb. 'Amir: 
Rlfi' b. Milik and Dhakwln b. 'Abdu Qaya b. Khalada b. Mukhlid b. 

'��!'B��:J:St�clan of B. Gbanm b. 'Aufb. 'Amr b. 'Auf who were 
thcQawlqil: 'Ublda b.aI.$lmitb. Qar- b.A.tramb. Fihr b.Tha'iaba b. 
Ghanm; and AbU. 'Abdu'I-RatunIn who was Yuld b. Tha'iaba b. Khazma 
b. Atram b. 'Amr b. 'Amm1ra of B. Gh�yna of Baliy. an ally of thcin 
(a33)· 
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From B. Sillim b. 'Auf b. 'Amr b. al.Khazraj of the clan �f B. al.'Ajliln 
b. Zayd b. Ghanm b. S�lim; al·'Abbb b. 'Ubilda b. Na4a1a b. Millik b. 
al.'Ajlln. 

From B. Salima: 'Uqba b. 'Ami", 
From B. Sawild: Outba b. 'Amir b. l:Iadida. The AUi were represented 289 

by Abu'l-Haytham b. al-T.yyihiln whose name \I'M Millik of the clan of 
B. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal b. Jusham b. al-I;lilrith b. al Khatraj b. 'Amr b. M�lik. b . 
• 1-Aut(234l· 
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'Abdu'I-Ral)miln b. 'Usayla al.�nilji from 'Ubilda h. al-$ilmit told me: 
" wu present at the first 'Aqaba. There were Iweh'e of us and we pledged 
ourselves to the prophet afler Ihe manner of women and thai wu before 
warwas enjoined, the undertaking being that we should associate nothing 
wilh God; we should not steal; we should not commit fornication; nor kill 
our offspring; we .hould nol .lander our neighbou�; we should nOldi,. 
obey him in whal was right; if we fulfilled th� paradise would be OUI'I; if 
we commined any of tboie &ins it was for God 10 pun�h or forgive as 
He pleased.' 

AI-Zuhri from 'X'idhullah b. 'Abdullah al-KhaulnnT Abu Idris said that 
'Ub�da b. al-��mil told him that 'We gave allegiance to the apostle Ihal 
we would associale nOlhing with God, nOI sleal, nOI commil fornic:uion, 
not ltillour offspring, not slander our neighbour, not disobey him in what 
was righl; if we fulfilled thil paradise would be oura; and if we committed 
allY ofthose.ins we Ihould be punished in this world and Ihis would serve 
u expiation; if the lin wa,concealed until the Oayo{ Resurrection, th en 
it would be for God to decide whether to punish or to forgive.' 

When these men left, the apostle sent with them 1\lu,"ab b. 'Umayr b. 
Hbhim h. 'Abdu Man�f . . .  and instructed him to read the Quran to them 290 
.lId 10 teach them Islam and togh'e Ihem illstruction about religion. III 
Medina Mu.-ab wu called 'The Reader'; he lodged with As'ad b. Zurira. 

'�im b. 'Umar told me that he used to lead the prayera because Aus 
and Khazraj could not boar to se<: one of their rivals take the lead. 

TilE INSTITUTION OF FRIDAY PRAYERS IN MEDINA 

Muhammad b. Abu Umama b. Sahl b. l:Iunayf from his father from 
Abdu'l-Ral)mln b. Ka'b b. 1\Ulik told me that the latter uid: 'I  was leading 
my father Ka'b when he had lost his sight, and when I brought him out 10 
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hel!rd theadJuIrt he blessed him alld asktd God's pardon for him. I thought 
lhat this was an extraordinary Ihillg to do and dtcided to ask him why he 
did il. He told me that it was because he "'M the fi�t man 10 bring Ihem 

' cr. Su ... 60. u":h.rcthe .... rdingi. '·.ry.imilar 
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, Hnomu'I_N'.bi • •  "cordinl 'o .].SuhoyH i, • mounlO;n one pool from Mwin •. Ylqilt 
deni ••• hi.,beaoule HlUo", m •• n,']OWl,ound'. Hep�f.n.h.r .. dinlj:'inthel""' 8round 
or.h.B",,� N.bit',&c 
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I:Urithll. He took the bnte from his hand, A)'ing, 'By God, I see that you 
ha,'e been utterly ineffecth·e.' He went out to them and when he ... ", them 
litting comfonably he kntw that U ... yd had inttnded that he should list en 
to them. He st()(l(\ OVC'f them, looking furio�. To As'ad he said, 'Were 
it not for the relationship Ix:tween us you would not havetrcated me th ua. 
Would you behll"e in OUt hoUICS in a W?oy we dete.t l' (Now As'ad had 
said to Mu�'ab, 'The leader whom his people follow has come to you. If 
he follows you, no two of them will remain behind.,) SoMu,'absaidto 
him ..... �t he had ... id to Usayd, and Sa'd"uek hil lante in the ground and 
IlIt down. The same thing happened again and he went to hi!; people'. 
m�ting.placc accompanied by U.ayd. Wben they saw him coming they 
laid, 'Wt Bwear by God Sa'd has returned with a different cxpreasion.' 
And when he stopped uy them he asked d1em how they knew what had 
happened to him. Thcy rcplierl, '(You are)our chief, thelTiOflt activein 
our interCllts, the best injudgcment and the most fortunate in lcadenhip.' 
He said, 'I will not apeak to a man or woman among you until you belie"e 
in God and His apostle.' As a result (" 'ery man and woman among the 293 
B. 'Ahdu'J-Alhhaljoined Islam. 

AI'ad and Mu,'ab retumed to A'ad'. house and ltaycd there calling 
mcn to blam until every houle of the Antlr had men .nd women who wcre 
Muslims except those of B. Umayy. h. Zlyd, Ind Khatma alld Wll'il and 
Wiqif; thc latter wcre AUI Allah and'of Aua b. ijiritha. The reatOn was 
that Abu Qays b. aI-Ailat who$e name was !;Iayn was among them. He 
WIS Iheir poet and lcader and they obeyed him and he kept thcm back from 
Islam. lndced he continued to do so until the lpottle migrated to Medina, 
and IlIdr, and Ul)ud, and al-I),handaq v;ere over. He said concerning 
whal hc Ihoughl of hlam Ind how mcn differcd .bouthi!; ltate: 

Lord of mankind, lerious thinga h.ve happencd. 
The difficult lnd the aimple .re involved.. 
Lord of mankind, if we have erred 
Guide us to the good path. 
Were it not for our Lord we lbould be Jewl 
And the religion ofJcws ia not convenient. 
Were it not for our Lord we lhould bc: Christians 

�n!h:��h�::a��d���I�ted. 
l:Ianlft; our religion iafromall �cration •. 
We bring Ihe ucrificill cameltwalking in fettera 
Covered. with elolN but their .houldcll bare(�J6). 

THE SI1COND PLEDGE AT AL-'AQABA 
'Then Muflb returned to MK'C:Ilnd the Mualim Ant1r came to Ihe f.ir 
there with the pilgrims of Ihei� �::

.
ho were polytheista. They mCI 
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a94 the apostle at al-'Aqaba in the middle of the day. of Tuhriq,' when God 

:t
;���u:il�t:

o�;a:��:s:d
a�� ��I�e���e�tle and to strengthen IaIam 

Ma'bad b. Ka'b b. !\IAlik b. Abu Ka'b b. al-Qayn, brother of the B. 
Salima, told me that hi. brother 'Abdullah b. Ka'b who was one of the 
mott leamed of the An,lr told him that hi. father Ka'b who wll one of 
thoee who had been present at al-'Aqabaand did homage to the apostle, 
informed. him "ring: 'We went out with the polytheist pilgrima of our 
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joumey from Medina al-BanI' said, "I h.ve come to a conduaion and I 
don't know whether you will agree with me or not. I think that I will not 
turn my back on this building" (meaning the Ka'ba),"andthat lahallp ray 
towards it." We replied that lID far as we knew our prophet prayed towards 
Syria' and we did not wish to act differently. Heaaid, "l amgoingto pray 
tOWllrds the Ka'�." We uid, "But we will not." \\'hen the time for 
prayer came we prayed [Owards Syria and he prayed towards the Ka'ba 
until we came to !\Ieca. We blamed him for what he Wit doing, but he 
refused to change. When we came to Mecca he uid [0 me, "Nephew, let 
UI go to the apoBtle Bnd ask him about what I did on our journey. For I 
feel lIDme misgiving • •  ince 1 have seen youTopposition." So we went to uk 
the apostle. We did not· know him and we had never seen him before. We 
met a man of Mecca and we asked him about the apostle j he asked if we 
knew him and we said that we did not. Then do you know hi. uncle, ai
'Abbh b. 'Abdu'I-Munalib? We said that we did because he was always 
coming [O us as a  merchant. l-Iesaid,"When you enter the mosque he is 
the man sitting beside al·'Abbb," So we went into the mosque and there 
was al·'Abbls sitting with the apostle beaide him; we saluted them and sat 
down. The apostle asked al-'Abbb if he knew us, and he said that he did 

295 and named us, I shall never forget the apottle's words when Ka'b's name 
was mentioned, "The poet r AI· BanI' aaid, "0 prophet of God, I came on 
this journey God ha\'ing guided me to Islam and I fdt that I could not 
tum my back on this building, lID I prayed [Owards it; but when my com
panions opposed me 1 felt some misgil·ings. What is your opinion, 0 
apostle of God?" Ue rcplied, "Youwould have had a qibla if you had kept 
toit,"lID al.Bar�'returned tothe apostle'sqibID andprayedwithus towards 
Syria.l Ruthispeopleassertthathe prayedtowarda theKa'bauntilthedayof 
his death; but this was not lID, We knowmore about that thanthey (a37).'" 

%�it�����?¥��?��� .. ft« .. d i n  !h.comm.nllotiu.nd ,rad;,ion.o Oflch." ..... tionin"oh'ed, 
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Ma'bad b. Ka'btold me that his brother 'Abdullah told him that hi. 
father Ka'b b. Mllik .aid: 'Then we went to the �aii and agrad to meet 
the apostle at al.'Aqaba in the middle of the daY' of the Iwh,iq. When we 
had completed the �ajj and the nigh! came in which we had agreed to meet 
the apostle there was with us 'Abdullah b. 'Amr h. l:Iarlm Abo Jilbir, one 
of our chiefs and nobles whom we had taken with u • . We had concealed 
our business from thOle of our people who were polytheists. We aaid to 
him, "You are one of our chief. and nobles and we want to wean )'ou 
from your present statc lest you become futl for the fire in the future." 
Then we invited him to accept blam and told him about our meeting 
with the apostle at al.'Aqaba. Thereupon he accepted hlam and came to 
al-'Aqaba with us, and became a naqib (leader).' 

'We.!ept that night among our people in the caravan until when a third 
of the night had passed we went Btealing lOftly like IW\dgrouse to our a¢ 
appointment with the apost[e as far as the gully by al.'Aqaha. There were 
se"enty_three men with two of our women: Nuuy\» d. of Ka'b t;mm 
'Umlr:a, one of the women of B. Mum b. al.Najjir, and Asmi!' d. of 'Amr 
b. 'Adiy b. Nibl, one of the women of B. Salima who WIS known IS Umm 
Man!'. We gathered together in the gully waiting for the apostle until he 
came with his uncle al_'Abblis who WIS at that time a polytheist; albeit 
he wanted to be present at hi. nephew'� bu.ineu and see that he had 
a firm guarantee. When he sat down he was the fint to Bpeak and said: 
"0 people of al-Khazraj (the Arabs used the term to cover both KhuT1Ij 
and Au.). You know what position Muhammad holds among us. We 
hare protected him from our own people who think IS we do about 
him. He lil'es in honour and ufety among hi. people, but he will tum 
to you and join you. lf you think that you can be faithful to what you 
hal'e promised him and protect him from his opponents, then assume 
the burden you have undertaken. But if you think that you will bt!tr�y 
and abandon him after he has gone out with you, lhen leave him now. 
For he isaafe where he is." '''e replied, "We hl\'e heard what you say. 
You speak, o apostle, and chOOlt for yourself and for your Lord \Ihat 
you wish." 

'The apostle spoke and recited theQuran and invited mtn to God and 
commended Islam and then uid: "I invite your allegiancc on the basis 
that you protect me as you would your women and children." AI-Bar:1' 
took his hand and said "Uy lIim Who sent you with the truth we will 
protect you as we protect our women. We.gi\·e our allegiance and we are 
men of war possessing arms which have bttn passed on fromfathertolOn." 
While al-Bari.' was speaking Abu'l-Haytham b. al-Tayyihan interrupted 
him and uid, "0 apostle, we ha\'e lies with other men (he meant the Je ...... ) 
and if we sever them perha", when we hal'e done Ihat and God will hne 
gil"en you ,'ictory, ),ou will return to your people and leal'c us?" The 297 
apostlelmiled and uid: "'Nay, blood is blood and blood not to be paid for 

' 'l"I\C ttnn h .. b«"",. t«lInk.1 
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is blood not to be paid for.' I am of you and you arc of me. I will war 
against them th:it war against you and beat peace with those at peace 
with you (z)8)." 

Ka'b continucd: 'The apostlc lllid," Bring outtome tweh'eleadersthat 
they maytakechar�of lheirpl'oplc'laffairs." They produced nine from 
al.Khazraj and three from al·Aus.' 

TilE STOItY OI' AL"AQADA 

According to what Ziyad b. 'Abdullah :ll·Bakk:l.'1 told us from Muhammad 
b. Is�.il.q al.Munalibi (lhey\\'erc): 

From al.Khazraj: Abu Um1ma As'ad b. Zurara . . .  b. al.Naijlrwho was 
Tlym Allah b. Tha'iaba b. 'Amr b. al.Khazr.l.j ; Sa'd b. al·Rabl' b. 'Amr b. 
Abu Zuhayr b. M:ilik b. Imru'u'I.Qay. b. Mllik b. Tha'laba b. Ka'b b. al· 
Khazraj b. al.l:;Ilrith b. al.Khuraj; 'Abdullah b. Raw.il.J:ta b. Tha'labaofthe 
lame line; Rlfi' b. M�lik b. al.'AjlAn b. 'Amr . . .  ; al·Bati.' b. Ma'rur b. 
$akhr b. Khansl' b. Sinln b. 'Ubayd b. 'Adly b. Ghanm b. Ka'b b. Salama 
b. Sa'd b. 'All b. As�d b. S�rida b. Tazld b. JUlham b. al.Khazraj ; 'Abdul· 
lah b. 'Amr b.l:;lanim b. Tha'laba b. l:;lar�m b. Ka'b b. Ghanm b. Ka'b b. 

Z98 Salama . . .  , 'Ubada b. al·�lilllit b. Qays b. �ram . . .  (239). Sa'd b. 'UbMa 
b. Dulaym b.l:;llritha b. Abu ijazima b, Tha'laba b. Tarlf b. al.Khazraj b. 
SI'ida b. Ka'b b. al.Khazraj ; al·Mundhir b. 'Amr b. Khunays b. I�aritha 
b. LaudhAn b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Zayd b. Tha'Jzba b. al·Khuraj of the tame 
line (Z40). 

From al·Aut: Usayd b. l;luQayr b. Simak b. 'Alik b. Rin: b. Imru'u'J· 
Qay* b.Zaydb. 'Abdu'I.Ashhal b. Jusham b. al.ijarith b. al.Khazraj b. 
'Amr b. l\Ulik b. al.Aus; Sa'd b. Khaythama b. al·J::Iarith b. Mllik b. Ka'b 
b. al·Nal)�;l1 b. Ka'b b.l:;laritha b. Ghanm b. al·Salm h. Imru'u'I.QaYI b. 
l\Ulikb. al.Aus; Rifii'a b.'Abdu l.l\lundhir b. Zubayr b. Zayd b. Umayya 
b. Zayd b. M�lik b. 'Aufb. 'Amr b. 'Aufb. Miilik b. al·Aus (z.p). 

'99 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakrtold me that the apostle said to the Lc:adenl: 'You 
are the lurctics for your people jult IlS the disciplcs of Jesus, Son of Mary, 
were responsiblc to him, whilc I am responsible for my people, i.e. the 
Muslims.' They agreed. 

'i\tim b. 'Umar b. Qat3da told me that when the people came together 
to plight their faith to theapostle, al.'Abbls b. 'Ubida b. Na41a al. AniJ3rf, 
brother ofB. satim b. 'Auf, aaid, 'O men of Khazraj, do yoll fealizc to 
whatyoll are committing younelvesin pledging your support to thisfIWl � 
It is to war against:a11 and lundry.' 1£ you think that if you lote your 
propcrty and your nobles arekiUed you will gi\'c him up, then do 10 noW, 
for it would bring you Ihame in thil world and the ncxt (if you did to 



ThL ulL of Muhommad 

later); but if you think that you will be loyal to your undertaking if yo u 
loseyour propc:rty andyournoblesare killed, thentakehim, for byGodit 
will profit you in this world and the next.' They said that they would 
accept the apostle on these conditions. But they asked what they would 
get in return for their loyalty, and the apostJe promised them paradise. 
They uid, 'Stretch forth yourhand,' and when he did so they pledged 
their word. 'kj:im added thatal-'Abbas said that only to bind theobliga. ]00 
tionmore securelyon them. 'AbduUah b.AbU Bakr said that he said it 
merely tokeepthepeoplebackthat night, hopingthat'Abdullah b. Ubayy 
b. Salulwould comeandlO givemoreweight tohis people'ssupport. But 
God knows bcst which is right (a.p:). 

The B. al-Najjk allege that As'ad b. Zur�r;J. was the first to strike hia 
hand in fealty; the Il. 'Abdu'J·Ashhal say that he was not, for Abu'l
Haytham was the first. Ma'bad b. Ka'b told me in his tradition from hi, 
brother 'Abdullah b. Ka'b from his father Ka'b b. MAlik that ai-Bar;\' was 
the first and the people followed him. When we had all pledgedoursclves 
Satanaoouted from the tOp of al.'Aqaba in the most pc:netrating voice I 
haveeverheard, 'Opeopleofthe ltations ofMini,do you"'�t thi5repro
bate' and the apostate.' who are with him 1 They hal'e come together to 
make war on you!' The apostle said, 'This it the hbl of the hill. This i. 
the IOn of Azyab. Do you hear, 0 enemy of God, I awear I will make an 
end of you! (243).' 

The apostle then told Ihem to dispc:rse and go back to their caral'an, lnd 
al. 'Abbb b. 'Ubida said, 'By God, if you wish it we will fall on the people 
of l\lin� tomorrow with our Iwords.' He replied, "Ve have nOI been com· 
manded to do that; but go back to yourcar3l'an.' So we went back to our 
beds and slept until the morrow 

With the morning the leaders of Ouraysh came to our encampment uy-
ing that they had heard that we had come to invite Muhammad to leave 
thcm and had pledged ourselves to support him in war against them, and 
that there was no Arab tribe that they would fight more reluctantly than us. 
Thereupon the polytheisu of our tribe swore that nothing of the kind had 
happc:ned and they knew nothing of it. And here they were spc:aking the ]0' 
lruth, fortheywere in ignoranoe of what had happc:ned. We looked atone 
another. Then the people got up, among them al-l:filrith b. Hishim b. al. 
Mughlra al-Makhzuml who was wearing a pair of new sandals. I spoke a 
wordtohimas though l wanted toassoci�te thepeoplewithwhattheyhad 
said, 'O Abii Jiibir, seeing that you are one of our chicfs" can't you get h old 
ofa pair of san pals such as thityoung Ourayshite has? Al-l:firith heard 
me and took them off his feet and threw them at me uying, 'By God you 
can hal"e them!' Abu Jibir uid, 'Gently now, you have angered the 



The Life of Muhammad 

l:Iassan h. Thiihit answered him thus 
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3""4 fastenedhis lword toit, uying, 'ByGod, l don'tknow whohasdonethis; 
but if you are any good at all defend yourselflinceyou ha\'e this Bword.' 
At night when he was asleep they came again and took the Iword from its 
neck and hung a dead dog to it by a cord and then threw it into a cellspit. 
In the moming 'Arnr came and could not find it where it normally was; 
ultimately he found it face downwards in that pit tic:d to a dead dog. When 
he uwit and perceived what had happened and the i\Iuslims of his dan 
lpoke to him he accepted Islam by the mercy of God and became a good 
Muslim. He wrote lOme venes when he had come to a knowledge of God 
in which he mentioned the image and iu impotence and thanked God for �

t
�:�

o
deli\'ered him from the blindneu and error in which he had lived 

By Allah, ilyou had been a god you would not havebcen 
Tied to a dead dog in a ccupit. 
Phew! that we e"er trtated you as a god, but now 
We have found you out and left our wicked folly. 
PnQe be to God most High, the Grttious, 

�v':: ��n;!��\��::: ��:dl���: ��:em
o: aU religion. 

From being kept in the darkneu of the gra\·e. 

CONDITIONS OF THE PLEDGE AT THE SECOND 'AQABA 

When God ga\'e permiuion to his apoatle to fight, the ICCOnd 'Aqaba con
tained conditions im'olving war which were not in the first act of fealty. 
Now they bound themselvell 10 war againtt all and sundry for God and his 
apostle, while he promised them for faithful service thus the rtward of 
paradise. 

'Ubll.da b. al-\Valld b. 'Ubl'ida b. al-$ami! from his father from his 
grandfather 'Ublda b. al-$lI.mit who was one of the Leaders told me, 'We 
pledged ourselve. to war in complete obedience to the apostle in weal and 

30S woe, in ease and hanahip and evil circumstances; that we would no! 

�:.! se�:e�e
t��u�e

f:�!! =�h:r':�e.�t 
,�I��:e::::!et:r\�� 

twelve who pve his word at tbe first 'Aqaba. 

THE NAMES OF THOSE PRESENT AT THE SECOND 'AQABA 

T��e
A
::r:

h
::e�?.:t�ree men and two women of Aus and Khazraj.' 

Usayd b. l:lu�ayr . . .  a leader who wu not at Badr. Abu'I-Haytham b. 
Tayyah1n who was at Badr. Salma b. SalIma b. Waqsh h. Zughba b. 
Zu'uri' b. 'Abdu'J-Ashhal who was at Badr (2 .. 5). Total). 

I Theam .. lorin olrndY IP,'"' I\a,.., bemomltto<!ro,ethcrwith rq>Wtio.,. 
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From B. J:larithab. al-l.larith . . .  �uhayr b. Rlti' b. ·Adiy b. Zayd b. 
Jusham b. l:Iiiritha, and Abu Hurda b. Niyar whose name' was liiIni' b. 
Niyar h. 'Amr b. 'Ubayd h. Kilab b. Duhman h. Chanm h. Dhuby3n b. 
Humllym h. Kami! h. Dhuhl b. tlaniy b. Ilaliy b. 'Amr h. al-J:lafb. OUQll'a, 
one of their allies. He was at Badr. Nuha)"r b. al-l·{a)·tham of Il. Nllbl b. 
Maj,la'a b.l:Iarilha. Total ). 

Of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf b. l\Ulik: Sa'd b. Khaylhama a 'leader' who was Jo6 
present It Badr and was killed Ihere as I martyr beside the apostle (Z46). 
Rill'ab. 'Abdu'I-i\1undhir, a Icadcrpr(:!lcnt al H.dr. 'Abdullahb. Jubayr 
b. al-Nu'man b. Umayya h. aI-Burak, the name of aI-Burak being fmru'u'l-
Oa)" h. Tha'laba b. 'Amr who was presenl al Hadr and was killed a. a 
martyr at U�ud commanding the archers for the apostle (217). And Ma'an 
b. 'Adiy b. al-Jad b. al-'Ajl�n b. l;larilha b. I;>ubay'a, a client of theirs from 
Haliyprncntat IladT, U�ud, and al-Khandaq andalllhe aposlle's battles. 
lie was killed in the battle of al.Yamama as a martyr in Ihc caliphate of 
Abu Bah. And 'U"'aym b. Sa'ida who was present at Iladr, U�ud, and 
al-Khlndaq. Totals. 

ThetOlalforall clanl ofAul wasll. 
Ofal-Khazraj lhere werc' 
Of Il al-�ajjllr who was Taymullah b. Tha'laba b. 'Amr: Abu Ayyub 

Khalid b. Zayd b. Kulayb b. 'I'ha'laba b. 'Abd b. 'Auf b. Ghanm b. Malik 
b. al-Najjar. He was prescnt at all the apostle's oottles and died in Ily:tan-
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II a manyr. Mu'awwidh his brother shared the same glory. It was he 
who ki11ed AbU Jahl b. HisMm b. al-Mughira; he too was 'AfTi'. IOn 3D? 
(248). And 'Umara b. l.lazm h. Zayd b. LaudMn b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu 
'Auf b. Ghanm. He was present at all battles and died a martyr in the 
battle of ai-Yam am a in the caliphate of Abu Bakr. As'ad b. ZuTin, a �:�:;-6 He died before Dadr when Ihe apostle'. mosque was being built. 

or B. 'Amr b. l\tabdhul who was 'Amir b. I\Ulik: Sahl b. 'Atilt b. 
Nu'man b. 'Amrb. 'Atik b. 'Amr. Wasa.t Badr. Total !. 

Of B. 'Amr b. M�lik b. al_Najjilr who are the B. l;ludayla (249). Aus b. 
Th�hit b. al-Mundhir h. I�ar�m b. 'Amr b. Zayd Man5t h. 'Adiy h. 'Amr 
b. M�lik, present at Badr; Abu TaIba Zayd b. Sahl h. al-Aswad b.J:larilm 
b. 'Amrh. Zayd Manat . . .  presentat lladr. Total 2 

Of U. Mazin b. al-Najj�r: Oays h. Abu $a'�a'a whose name was 'Amr b. 
Zayd b. 'Auf b. Mabdhtil b. 'Amr b. Ghanm b. l\Uzin. Present at Badr 
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b�i���n��:a;I�;;!��� �e.a���;�. ; .. �mr b. Ghaziya 

Thetotal for B. al-Najj5.rwas 1 1 (250). 
OfB. al-l;I:1rith b. Khazraj: Sa'd b. al-Ra.bi', a leader. Was at Badrand 

died a martyr at U�ud. Khl'lrija b. Zayd b. Abii Zuhayr b. M:1lik b. 
11.0l;I0 P 
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Imru'ul.Qays b. MAlik al-Agharr b. Tha'laN b. Ka'b. Present at Badr 
and killed at UI;lUd as. martyr. 'Abdullah b. Raw��a, a leader, present at 
all the apostle'l battles except the occupation of Mecca and was killed at 
I\'hita as a martyr a. one of the apostle's commanders. Bashir b. Sa'd b. 
Tha'iaba h. Khalil! b. Zayd b. l\Ulik . . .  , the father of al-Nu'mln was 
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call to prayer and was ordered by the apostle to perform it. Khaillid b. 
Suward b. Tha'bba b. 'Arnr b.I:larithll b. Imru'ul-Qays b. Malik. Present 
at Badr, UI;tud, andal.Khandaq andwas kilied as a martyr in fighting B. 
Ouray:p when a millstone was thrown from one of their castle. and crushed 
his skull. The apostle s;lid-so they say-that he willha\'e the reward of 
two martyrs. 'Uqba b. 'Amr b. Tha'iaba b. Usayra b. 'Usayr. b. Jadim 
b. 'Auf \\ho i. AM Mas'ud, the youngest of those at al-'Aqaba. Died in 
the time of Mu'lwiya. Was not at Badr. Total 7. 
Of B. BayJ4a b:Arnir b. Zurayq b. 'Abdu I�liritha.: ZiyAd b. wbid b. 

Tha'laN b. SinJn b. 'Amir b. 'Adiy b. Umayya b. BayA4a. Present at 
Badr. Farwa b. 'Amr b. Wadhafa b. 'Ubayd b. 'Amir h. BayA4a. Present 
at Badr (2SI). KhJlid h. Oays b. Mllik b. al-'Ajllin b. 'Amir. At Bade. 
Toul 3· 

309 OfB.Zurayqb. '.I\rnir b.Zurayqb. 'Abduf:lli.rithab.Mllikb.Ch8Qbb. 
Jusham b. al-Khazraj: Riili' b. al-'Ajlln, a leadH. Dhakwln b. 'Abdu Qa)'s 
b. Kh.alda b. Mukhallad b. 'Amir. He went out to the apo$tle and stayed 
with him in Mecca after he had migrated from Medina; thus he got the 
name of A�ri MuhJjiri. He was at Badr and was killed as a martyr at 
U�ud. 'Abbld b. Qays b. ',.\mir b. Khalda, &c. Was at Badr. AI·f:llrith 
b. Qay. b. Khllid b. Mukhallad b. 'AmiT, who was AbU Khllid. Present 
at Badr. Total •. 

Of B. Salama b. Sa'd b. 'Ali b. Asad b. Slrida b. Tazid . . .  AI·Bara' b. 
Ma'rilr b. $Uhr . . .  a leader who, the n. Salama allege, was the lint to 
5trike h� ha.nd onthe aPOStle'5 when the conditiolUofthe second·Aqaba 
were agreed to. He died before Ihe aposlle came to Medina. H� IOn 
Bishr wu al Bldr, U�ud, and al-Kha.ndaq and he died in Khaybar of 
eating with the apostle the mutton that WII poisoned. He it was to whom 
the apostle referred when he asked B. Salami who their chief was and Ihey 
replied, 'AI-Judd b. Oays in spite of h� meanness1' He s;;)id, 'What disease 
is worse than meanness 1 The chief of B. Salama is the white curly haired 
Uishrb. al-llarii' b. Ma'rfir.' Sinil.n b. $aynb. $akhrb. Khan�' b. Sinil.n 
b. 'Ubayd who was at Badr and died a martyr at al-Khandaq. AI·Tufayl 
b. Nu'miin b. Khansl' b. Sinan b. 'Ubayd with the same record. Ma'qil 
b. al-Mundhir h. Sarl:J b. Khunb h. Sin5n b. 'Ubayd who was al Badr, 
together with hi, brother Yazid. Mas'ud b. Yazld b. Subay' b. Khans,l' b 
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b. 'Ubayd. Jubbil.r b. �akhr b. Umayya b. Khansa' b. Sinli.n b. 'Ubayd 
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lOme men to keep back others, cloisters and e:hure:hes and oratories and 
II'IOIIques wherein the name of God is eonstantly mentioned would hal'c 
been destroyed. A$!Iuredly God will help those who help Him. God is 
Almighty. Those who if we make them strong in the: land will establish 
prayer, pay the poor-tax, enjoin kindness, and forbid iniquity. To God 
belongs the end of matters." The meaning is: 'I have allowed the:m to 
fight only because they have been unjustlytreate:d while their IiOle offenc:e 
against men has been that Iheywon;hip God. When they are in the a.scen
dlllt they wiU establish prayer, pay the poor-tax, enjoin kindness, and 
forbid iniquity, i.e. the prophet and his companions all of them.' Then 
God sent down to him: 'Fight them IiO that there be no more seduction," 
i.e. until no believcria scduced from his religion. 'And the religion i, 
God's', i.e. Until God alone is won;hipped. 

When God had given pennission to fight and this clan of lhe An,iir 
had pledged their support to him in Islam and to help him and his followen, 
and the Muslims who had taken refuge with them, the apostle commanded 
his companions, the emigranu of his people and those Muslims who were 
with him in Mecca, to emigrate to Medina and to link up with their 
brethren the An�r. 'God will make for you brethren and houses in which 
you may be safe.' So they went out in companies, and thcaposlle stayed !� �1:�:

a
�aitjng for his Lord's permission to leave Mecca and migrate 

TIIOSE WIIO MIGRATED TO MEDINA 

The fint of the QuraYlh to migrate to Medina from among the apostle" 
oompanions was one of B. Makhziim, Abii Salama b. 'Abdu'I-Asad b. 
HilM b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. Makhziim whose forename was 'Abdullah. 
He went 10 Medina a year before the pledge at al-'Aqaba, having come 10 
the apostle in Mecca from Abyssinia. He migrated because the Qurayah ;I!i�:�ted him and he had heard thaI &Orne of the Anpr had accepted 

My father IsJ:tjq b. Ywr on the authority of Salama who had it from 
his gnndmother Umm Salama the prophet', wife told me that she said: 
When AbiiSalamahaddecidedtoset out forMedina hesaddledhis camei )15 
for me and mounted me on it together with my son Salama who \\',IS in 
my arms. Then he let out leading the camel. When the men of B. 
al-Mughlra b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar h. Makhziim saw him they got up and 
aaid: 'So far as you are ooncerned you can do what ),ou like; but what 
about your wife ? Do you IUppose tha(.we ,hall let ),ou take her a\\'ay?' 
So they snatched the camel's rope from his hand and took me from him. 
AbU Salama's family, the B. Abdu'I-A&ad, were angry at this and said: 
'We will not leaxe our IOn with her seeing you ha\'e tom her trom our 
tribesman.' So they dragged at my liule boy Salama between them until 

I SOn ... . o-�.. • Sun •. • 9B 
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byiton thtir .. 'aytothe uppcr part of Meeca. (Today it is the hou5e of 
AMn b, 'Uthmln in Radm.) 'Utba looked at it with its \1001'S blo"ing to 
and fro, empty of inhabitants. and sighed heavily and '"-:I.ill 

E,·ery houschowel·er longits prt»pcrityluu 
WiUone day be o\"ertaken by misfortunt and troubll' (�60) 

Then Ttba went on to say, 'The house of the B. Ja�sh has become )17 
tenandes&.' To which Abu Jahl replied, 'Nobody Inll weep o,·er that 
(161)'. 

He went on: This is the work of this man's nephew. He has di�ided our 
rommunity, disrupted our affairs, and driven a wedge between us. Abu 
Salama and '.5,mir b. Rabi'a ami 'Abdullah b. Ja�sh and his brother Abu 
AI:lIIud h. Ja�sh ..... ere billeted on Mubashshir b. 'Abdu'I-Mundhir b 
Zanbar in (}ubi' among the B. <Amr b. <Auf. 

Then the refugees Clme in companies and the D. Ghanm b. DudAn ..... ere 
�Iuslims who had gone to Medina as a body ..... ilh the apostle as emigrants 
bolh men and women: 'Abdullah b. Jal;tsh and his brother Abu A�mad 
and 'Ukbha b, Mi��n and Shuj.f and 'Uqba, the t .. ·o sons of Wahb, 
and Arbad h. Humayyira (262), and Munqidh b. Nubila and Said b. 
Ruqaysh and MuJ:lriz b. Na"'la and Yuld b. Ruqaysh, and Qays b. Jiibir 
and 'Amr h. MiJ:l�n and M�lik b. 'Amr and �afw5n b. <Arnr and Thaqf 
b, <Amr and Rabi'a b. Aktham and al-Zuhayr b. <Abid and Tammam b 
'Ubayda and Sakhbanl b. 'Ubayda and Muhammad b. 'Abdullah b. 
JaJ:lsh. 

Their women wen: Zaynab and Umrn �.labib daughten of JaJ:lsh, 
Judhlima d. Jandal and Umm Qay. d. M1��n and Umm I.labib d. 
Thum�ma and Amina d. of RuqaYlh and Sakhhara d. Tamim and 
1:lamna d. JaJ:tsh. 

Abu AJ:lmad, mentioning lhe migration of the B. Asad b. Khl.l1:lyml of 
his people to God Ind his apostle and their going in I body when they 
were callcd on tocmigrate, said a� :�m���:;:��::�:�;�

e

:
i

:::a aworn 

TiI1 the wone became the bcttcr part. 
Here Chanm b, Dild�n pitched his Icnt. 
From it Ghanm has gone and ill inhabitants diminish.' 
To God they go inoncs and twos, 
Their rcligion the rcligion of Cod and his apostle. 

When Umm AJ:lmad saw me letting out 
Inthc protection of One I secn:llyfear and reverence, 

' C.' .... ' hao ·Aad .. ho'ifGhonmhao ....... ·.&c:. Abil Dho .. q�'ho .... rdlN'! ... 
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JI I  'Urnar aecurnp�nieu by various members of hi. family, and hi. hrother 
Zayu, :100.1 'Amr anu 'AbUullah the sons of SUri"la b. �1·Mu'tamir, and 
Khun�y� b. HudhMa al·Sahrnl (who had married 'Umar's ua.ughter 
i.bf�;\ l'.'h"'l1 Ih..: �po!Itle married after the death of her husband), anu 
W�"IiJ b. 'Ahdullah al.Tamiml an any of theirs, and Khauli and Miilik 
h. Ahi. "hallli, 11101 �Uiell (265), and four son. of al.Bukayr, namely 
Iyl�, ')"Iil, 'i\mir, au\1 "Mlid; and their allies from B. :ia'd b. Layth; 
\\"1""11 Ih..:y 3rrived al �kdina -'a)'ed .... ilh Rifl'a b. 'Abdu'I·Mundhir h. ��:�a�:l:��� 

t
:'�1���:' 'Auf in Quh!'. 'AyyAsh also stayed with him 

Then came .ucCt$Si\·e waves of emigrants: Tal�a b. 'Ubayd Anah b 
'l!thm5n : �uhayh b. Sinin stayed with Khuba)'b h. isM brother of the II. 
al·IJ�rith b. al.Khazraj, in al.Sun�.' Others deny this and uy that 
Tal�a sta)"ed withAs'ad b. Zulirabrolherofthe R. al.Najj.;l,r (a66). 

JU The following stayed with Kuhhurn b. Hidm brother of B. 'Amr h. 
'Auf in Qub.;!,': l:Iamza b. 'Abdu'I.Mu\\alib : Zayd b. 1:I�rilha; Abo Mar
thad Kannu b. l:I�n (267); and his son Marthad of the tribe Ghani, aniet 
of tlamu; Anua; and Abo Kabsha, fft:cdrnen oflhe apostle. Other 
rcporta arc that they stayed willi Sa'J b. Khaythama; and th�t tlarnza 
stayed with As'ad b. Zurilra. 

The following stayed with 'Abdullah b. Salama brother of the Banu 
'Ajl�n in QuM': 'Ubayda b. al-I��rith anJ his brolh..:r al·Tufayl; al
l.Iu�yn b. al.IJ:irith; Mistal:t b. Uth.ilha b. 'AbhJd b. al-Mullalib; 
Su .... aybit b. Sa'd b. I;luraymila brotb..:r of U. 'Abdu'I·Dlr: Tulayb b 
:�::Y�

.
��lt:.

�
�f the B. 'Abd b. QU$ayy; and Khahbab, freedman of 

WithSa'db.al-Rabi'brotheroftheB.II-l:Iarithb.al-Khazraj inthch0U5C 
of the latter stayed 'Abdu'l-Ral:tman b. 'Auf with some male emigrants 

With Mundhir b. Muhammad b. 'Uqba b. Ul:tayl.la b. al·Jul�1:t in 

:����?S!�b�'�;:'!£��;�:b��Z��:�:E�!f :�::��:��':��::l

�: 
!��u�l�·�!�g stayed Mufab b. 'Umayr b. HAshim brother of the B. 

JJ) With 'Abb�d b. Ilishr b. Waqsh brother of the B. 'Abdu'J·Ashhal in 
the latter's dwelling stayed Abu i;ludhayfa b. 'Ulb" b. Rabi';J. and his 
freedman SIIim; and 'Utba b. Ghnw�n b. J.;!,bir (-0168). 

With Au!! b. ThAbit h. al-Mundhir, brothcrof�lasdn b. Thlbit in the �:::� � a;��
d
a�:��:���Ua�d�:��'

t
�m

h
�� ���:: t�.:.r::� why 

It i. said that the celibate emigrants stayed with Sa'd b. Khaylhama 
because he himselfwaa unmarried; but God knOWI bcst about thaI. 

' In lho- uppo:' JlanofMedinl 
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315 They must think of another plan. AnothurNmllUjfl!c:stedthal thty.hould 

drive him oul of the country. Thcydid nOl care .. here he went or what 
happened to him once he Wa!l out of sight and they were rid of him. They 
could then restore their social life to iu former.rate. Again the .haykh 
objected that il wu not a good plan. Hi.fine spc«h and beautiful diction 
and thc: compeUing forcc: of his mc:ssage werc .uch that ifhe tcttled with 
IIOme Bc:duin tribe he Would win them OI·erllO Ihat they'ol-"Ould folio ... him 
and come and attack them in thcirland and rob them of their posilion and 
authority and then he could do wh3t he liked "'ilh them. Thty must 
think ofa be:ner plan. 

Thereupon Abii Jahl said that he had a plan ... hich had not been 
lIuggested hitherto, namely that each clan.hould provide a young, power _ 
{ul, ... ell-oorn,aristocraticwarrior; thatuchof thesc .hould be provided 
with a sharp .... ord; then that eachof thcm .hould mike a hlowat him 
and kill him. Thus they would be relieved of him, and responsihility 
for his blood would lie upon all the dans. The R. 'Abdu ManU could not 
fight them all and would have to accept the blood-lOOney which lhey 
would all contribute to. The shaykh exclaimed: 'The man is right. 
In my opinion il is the only thing to do.' Uaving oome to a dc:cision the 
people dispersed. 

TheoGabriel cametothe apostlc andsaid ;'Do notslccp tonight onthe 
bcd on which you usually slccp.' Bcfore much of the nighl had passed 
they assembled al his door waiting for him to go to sleep 10 thai they 
might fall upon him. When the apostle taW what they were doing he 
told 'Ali 10 lie on his bed and 10 wrap himself in his ,� l:Iac;fnmi 
mantle; for no harm would befall him. He himself used to sleep io this 

316 mantle. 
Yazid b. ZiyJd 00 the authority of Muhammad b. Ka·b. al-Qur.?1 told 

me Ihal whcn they wcre all outside hi. door Abu JaM said 10 them: 
'Muhammad alle!'!t!I Ihal if you follow him you will be: kings of Ihe Arabs 
and th� Pcrsian5. Then after dClllh you ... ilI be raised togardc:ns like those 
Oflhc Jordan. HUI if you do not follow him you will be: slaughtered, and 
when )"OU art" raised from the d�ad you will be bumed in the fire of hell.' 
The apostle l-ame out to them ... ilh a handful of dUSl uying: 'I do tay 
Ihal. You are one of them.' GOO took a .... y thc:irsight 110 lhat they could 
not see him and hc btgan to5prink.le lhedu!lon thc:irh�ad. ashe recitcd 
thcsc \"crscs: 'Ya Sin, by thc wiseQuran. Thou art ofthO$e that art tcnt 
on a straight path, a revelalion of th� Mighty the Merciful' �. far as the 
"",ords 'And \\"c covcrcd thcmand they couJd nOI sec'.' When he had 
finished reciting nnt one of them but had dU�l lIruO his he:ad. Then he 
w�nt where'·er he .. anled togo and IOmcone no\ oftheir company caTnC 
Up and asked them whal lheywe", Wliting fort�rt". When thel' lIlIid 
Ihat Ih�y were "'aitmg for Muhammad he aaid: 'But good heaveQ l\'uham
mad cameoul to you amI pul duston the head ofe,·cry singJe man of you 
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and then wem offon his own affairs. Can'1 you see \I hal hu happened 
to you?' They put up their hands and felt the dust on their heads. Then 
they began 10 search and saw 'Ali 1'11'1 the: bed wrapped in the apostle'. 
mantle and said, 'By God it is �",uhammad sleeping in his mantle.' Thus 
they remained until the morning when 'Ali rose from the bed and then 
they rcalized that the man had told them the truth. 

Among the: \"erses of the Quran which God sent down about that day 
and what they had agreed upon are: 'And \lhen the unbelie,·ers plot to 
Ihutthet uporto kili thec OTlo dri,·C lhtt outthey p]OI, but God p]ots 
.ISO, and God is the bestof plotters';1 and 'Or they say he is a poetfor 
whom lIe may e:xpect the misfortune of fate. Say: Go on expecting for 
I am with you among the cxpectant' (26t) .1 

It was then that Goo gave permiSllion to hi, prophet to migrate. Now 317 
Abu Bakr was a man of means, and at the time that he asked the apostle's 
locnniSllion to migrate and he replied 'Do not hurry; perhaps God will 
r,h·e you a companion: hoping that the apostle meant himself he bought 
two C1Imels and kept Ihem lied up in his house aupplying them wilh fodder 
in Xrer!':;�

,
��!o; �:;.:rt:o

re
;euon to doubt told me II! from 'Urwa b. 31-

Zubayr Iha! 'A'isha uid: The apostle used to go to Abu Bakr's house 
r.very day either in the early morning or at nighl; but on the day when h e 
was given penniSllion to migrate from Me<:ca he came to us at noon, an 
hour at which he was nOI wont to come, As soon as he saw him Abu Bah 
rcalized that 1I0000thing had happened 10 bring him at this hour. When 
he came in Abu Bakr ga\'e up his seat to him, Only my sister iUml' 
And I were Ihere and the apostle asked him to scnd us away. 'But they 
lire my two daughlen and they can do no harm, may my father and my 
molher be your ransom,' said Abu Bakr. 'God has given me pennisaion 
10 depart and migrate: he answered. 'Together ?' asked Abii Bakr 
'Together,' he replied. And by God before th�t day ' had never seen 
M1yone weep for joy as Abu Bake wept then, AI laSI he said, '0 prophet 
.. e God, these are the two cameb which I ha,·e held in readiness for Ihis,' 328 
So Ihey hired 'Abdullah b, Arqat, a man ofB. 'I-Di'l b. Bakr whose mother 
wu a wom�n of B. Sahm b. 'Amr, and a polytheist to lead them on the 
way, and they handed over to him their two cameb and ht kept them and 
red them unlil the 2ppointed day C1Ime.J 

' 80 .. 8. ]0 ' Sil"51.JO • AI Ihi. ""in. in SUhlyl1'l comm"ntory (ii, p. �j .h • .., i l l  n<>.e nr «lI\Oid ... ble im""r • 
• o.ncc inthel;gh.i • •  hrowl on.hc tn.ual .rodil;"" ofour.udw •. h runl thuo; Ibn 1,1)1q oaid (in I na ...... 'i"" ... hichdoa not come >i. Ibn Hi.hlmj in . ton •• ..,.,nd . •  Bdi'i.,., .. hi<h I "'" "hon..-l tha ... ·ht-n AbU Bakrmi ... ted ... ith the o�'k he Itft lU,d,ulrh, ... bchind 
in M«a. Whm they rot to Medino the 'poo.le oen, Zooyd b. Uln'luo ond AbU Riff hi. 
flftdman; ond AbU U.boen, 'AbduBah h. UnyqillOlflhor .. i,h Joo di.ho"" wi,h .. ·hich 
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According to what J have been told none knew when the apostle left 
except 'Ali and AbO. Bakrand the lauer's family. I have heard that the 
apostle lold 'AIJ aboul his depanure and ordered him to stay behind in 
Mecca in order to return goods which men had deposited wilh the apostle; 
for anyone in I\'lecca who had property which he was anxious about left it 
with him because of his notorious hon�'Sty and trustworthiness 

When the apostle detided togo he came to Abii Bakrand the two of 
them left by a window in the back of the lauer's house and made for a 
C:lxe on Thaur, a mountain below �Iec('a. lIa\'ing entered, Abu B::akr 

329 ordered his son 'Abdullah to listen to what people were saying and to 
come to them by night wilh the day's news. He also ordered 'Amir b. 
Fuhayra, his frcedman, to fced his Aock by day and to bring thcm to the m 
in thcevcning in the cavc. Asma' his daughter used 10 come at night with 
food to Bustain them (170) 

The two of them stayed in the cave (or thrtt days. Wh�n Qur:aysh 
missed the apostle they offered a hundred she-camels to anyone who 
would bring him back. During the day 'Abdullah W:IlI listening to their 
plans and conversation and would come at night with the new •. 'Amir 
used to pasture hia flock with the ahepherds of Mecca and when night 
fell would bring them to the cave where they milked them and Ilaughtcred 
some. When 'Abdullah left them in the morning to go to Mecca, 'Amir 
would take the sheep over the same route to cover his tracn When the 
three days had pasacd and men's intercst waned. tbeman they had hired 
came with their carnell and one of his own. Asma' came too with a bag 
of provisions; but Ihehad forgollen to bring a rope, so that when they 
lIancd she could not tie the bag on the c:amel. Thereupon Iheundid her 
girdle and using it as a ropeticd the bag to the uddle. For this reason 
she got the name 'She of the girdle' (271) 

When Abu Bakr brought the twO camels to the apostle he offered the 
better one to him and invited him to ride her. But the apostle refuaed to 
ride an animal which was not his own and when AbO. Bakr wanted to give 
him it he demanded to know what he had paid for it and bought it (rom 
him. They rode off, and AbO. Bab carried 'Amir his freedman behind him 
toact as a 8Crnnt on lhejoumey. 

I .... -as told thatAsmll'said, 'When the apostle and AbO. Bakr had gone, 
a number of Quraysh including Abu Jahl came to us and Itood at the door. 
Wben 1 went out 10 them they asked where my father was and when I 
said that I did not know Abu Jahl, who was a rough dissolute man, 

lJO slapped my face so violently that my earring flew off. Then they took 
themaelvcs off and we remained for three days without news until a man 

.... noion ofthis hadnh. ln i. ',\'ioha .. id · t hnnl . voicc bu.could_ .... _ . •  :, .nd .hc 
aoaonto deocribc how .heyc ..... to"'ledi ... . ndround .... . �dc""ildonl._ ... . nd 
houset.forhi ..... lr. ·l ... yed .. ·,.h AhOlbkr·. fomily lndSOudl 'n hcr own ........... ondAb .. Bok< .. kedlM.poodcifhc wouldnolb"ildforllis r.mily • • nd,,·hno ..... id ..... ... ...... 1d 

!�!;;h�comU: �7;n �bb�·�:i�:�;!";I��:!�.·'�"'� t���:·�.;:-;� .n
di.;.,., 
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of the Jinn came from Ihe lower part of Mecca singing some verses in 
the Arab way. And 10 people were following him and listening to his 
voice but they could not see him, until he emerged from the upper part of 
Mcccasayingthe while 

God the Lord of men give the bett of his rewards 
To the two companions who rested in the two tents of Umm l\1a'bad 
They camc with good intent and went off at nightfall. 
May Muhammad'icompanion prosper! 
May the place of the Banu Ka'b'l woman bring them luck, 
Forlhe was a look-out for the believers' (�Tl). 

Asml' continued: 'When we heard his .. � .. ords we knew that the apostle 
was making for Medina. There were four of them: the apostle, Abu 
Bakr, '.-\mir, and 'AbduUah b. Arqat theirguide' (273). 

Ya!:lya b. 'AbMd b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr told me that his father 
'Abblld told him that his grandmother Asma' laid: 'When the apostle 
went forth with Abu nab the latter carried all his money with him to the 
amount of five or six thousand dirhams. l\ly grandfather Abu Qu!:lllfa 
who had Iolt his sight came to call on UI 13ying that he thought that Abu 
Bakrhad put u s i n a difficuhy bytakingoffallhis money. I told him that 
hc: had left us plenty of money. And I tooksome stones and putthemin a 
niche where Abu Bakr kept his money; then I covered them with a doth 331 
and took his hand and said, "Put your hand on this money. father." He 
did so and aaid: "There 'I nothing to worry about; he has done wdl in �:�i;���

e
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��,.ract he had left UB nothing, 

AI-ZuhrT told me that 'Abdu'I-Rahmlln b. Malik b. Ju'shum told him 
from hiB father, from hiB uncle Suri.qa b. Malik b. Ju'shum: 'When the 
apostle migrated Quraysh offered a reward of a hundred camels to anyone 
who would bring him back. While I was sitting in my people's aSilembly 
oneofourmencameup andstoppedsaying, "ByGod,I'\"ejustsc:enthree 
riders p:wing. I thinlr. they must be Muhammad and his companions." 
I gave him � winlr. enjoining silence and said "They arc the to·and·so 
looking for a lost came!." "Perhapa 10," he aaid and remained silent. 
I remained there for a Ihort while; then I got up and went to my housc: and 
ordered my horae to be got ready, for it was tethered for me in the bottom 
of the valley. Then I asked for my weapons and Ihey were brought 
from the Inclr. of the room. Then I look my divining arrows and went 

���eh��:n�r�� o:h�b �n::�u�ot
T;��t! � t��:i��n�!:.��\\� ��� ��� 

aame again and got the aame result. I was hoping to bring him back to 
Quraysh lOthat I might win the hundred camels reward. 

'I rode in pursuit of him and when my honIC wu going at a good pace 

' Sorne ma.k indica!inlr !lIi. would be on !he .. l'Ow. 

Q 
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he .tumuled and threw me. I thought this was somewhat unusual 10 
I resorted to the divining arroWl again and out came the detestable "00 
him no harm." But I rcfused to be put off and rode on in pursuit. Again 
m), hone stumbled andthrewme, and again I tried the armWl with the 
urne result.' I rode on, and at last as I !laW the little band m)' horse 
.tumbled with me and its forelegs went into the ground and I fell. Then 
as;itgot iu legs out of the ground smoke aroee like a sandBtorm. When 

331 I hW that I knew that he was protected against me and would have the 
upper hand. I called to them saying who I Will and asking them to wait 
for meiand that the)' need have no ooncem, for no harm would come to 
them from me. The apostle told Abil Bakrto ask what I wanted and I said, 
"Write a document for me which will be a .ign between ),ou and me" 
and the apostJe instructed Abil Bakr to do lO. 

'He wrote it on a bone, ora piece of paper, or a pouherd and threw it to 
me and I put it in m)' quh-er and went Ind:.. 1 kept quiet about the whole 
affair until when the apostle conquered Mecal and finished withal-TJ'ifand 
l:Iunayn I went out to give him the document and 1 met him in al-Ji'rlna.1 

'I got among a squadron of the An.�r cavalry and the)' bern to beat 
me with their'peaTII, saying, " Be oft"with you i what on earth do you want?" 
However, I got near to the apostle as he sat on his camel and hi.lhank 
inhis 8tirruplookedto melikethe trunk ofa palm-t�_ I lifted my hand 
with the document, saying what it was and what my name Will. He said" It 
is a day of rep,aying and goodness. Let him oome near." So I approached 
him and accepted Islam. Then I remembered something that I wanted 
to uk him. All I can remember now il that I said "Stn), camels used to 
come to my cistern which I kept full for my own camels. Shall I get a 
reward for having let them hiu-e water?" "Yes," he said, "for watering 
every thiTllty creature there is a reward." Then I retumed to my people 
and brought my alms to the aposde' (%7i). 

Their guide, 'Abdullah b. ArqaJ, took them below Mecca; then along 
333 the.hore until he crossed the rOlid below 'Usfan; then below Amaj i then 

after passing Qudayd by way of al-KharrJr and Thaniyyatu'l-Marra to 
Liqf(�7S)· 

He took them past the waterhole of Liqf, then down to Madlajatu 
Ma1;lJj (176), then past Marji1;l Ma1;llj, then down to Marji1;l. of Ohu'l
Ghadwayn (a77), then the valley of Oho Kasrr; then byaJ-JadJjid, then 
al-Ajrad, then Obn Salam of the valley of A'dJ', the waterhole of Ta'hin, 
then by al-'Ab1i.bid (%78), then by WlIIy of .. I-Fljja (179). Then he took 
them down to al-'AIj ; and one of their mounu having dropped behind, 
a man of Aslam, Aus b. I;lujr by name, took the prophet to Medina on hia 
camel which WllS called Ibn al-RidJ', sending with him a 'SC!Vant called 

' Thi. ttory it <ao, in 'ho fam;lio, fo .... of,ho .tory.I.U..: Ihe .. me ..... rdo .... rq>akd 1,"inlOO ... in until Ihe climu ;, �hod. In ,M' .. n.l,tion ai""nl�,hoKl>Mi.ai ... n 
-not ,he Kpe,i,iona 

• A pla« n •• , Mttaon ,he road to ll-T"if 
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f\las'C1d b. lIunayda. From 'Arj the guide took them to Thaniyyatu'l. 
'A'ir{a80)'totherightoflbkObauntilhe broughllhemdowntolhe valley 
of ]{i'm; Ihenee to Qub;\' 10 Il. 'Amr h. 'Auf on Monday !llh Rabl'u'l· 
awwal at highnoon.· 

Muhammad h. la'far b. al-Zubayr from 'Urwa b, al.Zubayr from 
'Abdu'I-Ra�man b. 'Uwaymir b. S;l'ida told me, $lying, 'Men of my tribe 
who were the apostle's companions told me, "When ..... e heard that the: 
aposde had !efl Mecca and we were eagerly expecting his arri\"a[ we used Jl4 
IO go oul after moming prayeB 10 our lava tract beyond our land to a ..... ait 
him. This ..... e did unlil there was no more shade left and then ..... e went 
indoora in the hot season. On the day that the apostle arrived we had $It 
as we always had until there Ix:ing no more shade we went indoors and 
then the apostle arrived. The first to see him was a Jew. He had seen ..... hat 
we ..... ere in Ihe habit of doing and thaI we were expecting the arrival of 
the apostle and he ealled out at the top of his voiee '0 Banu Qayla your 
luck has come!' So we wenl OU! 10 greet the apostle who was in the 
shadow of a palm-tree with Abu Rakr who was of like age. Now mOSt 
of us had never seen the apostle and as the pwple erowded round him 
Ihey did not know him (rom Abii Bah until the shade I..,(t him and Abu ���:�?� up with his mantle and shielded him from the sun, and then we 

The apostle, lID they say, stayed with Kulthiim b. Hidm brother of the 
B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, one of the B. 'Ubayd. Others lay he stayed wilh Sa'd 
b. Khaythama. Those who asstrt the fonner uy thaI it was only because he 
lefl Kulthiirn to go and ait with the men in Sa'd's hous.e (for he WiIS a 
b.aehelor and housed the apostle's companions who were bachelors) that 
it iluidthathe stayedwith Sa'd,forhis houseused tobe caliedthe hou.e 
oflhe bachelors. But God knows the trulh of the malter. 

Abu Bakr staycd with Khubayb b. IsH, one of the B. al-�Iiirilh b. al-

�!��:�!� :��S���i_I�:��ay it was with Khirija b. Zayd b. Abu Zuhayr, 

'Alilla}'ed in Mcccaforthree d;\ys andnights unlilhehad resto�dthe 
deposits which the apostle held. This done he joined Ihe apostle and 335 
lodged with him at Kulthiim's house. He stayed in Qubi' only a night or 
two, He used to uy Ihat in Qllbi' there was an unmarried Muslim woman 
and he nOliccd that a man used to oometo her in the middle of the night 
and knock on her door; she would eomc out and he wouldgi\'c herllDme· 
thing. He felt yery suspicious of him and asked he. what was the meaning 
of this nightly performance as ahe was a Muslirn woman without a husband. 
She lold him that the man was Sahl b. l:Iunayf b. Wihib who knew that 
she was all alone and he used to break up the idola of his tribc at night and 

Hi.' s�n
.
�I1;����lity ;a .1·Gldobir, T· 11]7, followinll'Urw. b . •  t_Zubay •. cr. YIq . 

• Tlli, pa",�",pll """un unde •• II.I>e.dinl·lbn Iti,1I1m .. id·. But clurty it belonp .o 
,Mo"lPn.tn""" i ___ ,oneorl.ll.'l cb.orac'e""icinterpot .. ;"nloccumngin,hemiddt.ofi •• 
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bring her the pieces to use as fuel. 'Alt'used to talk of this incident unt.il 
Sahl died in Iraq while he was with him. Hind b. Sa'd b. Sahl b. l;lunayf 
told me this ItOry from what 'Ali said. 

The apostle stayed ill Quba' among n. 'Amr b. 'Auf from Monday to 
Thursday alld thell he laid the foundatiOIi of his mosque. Then God 
brought him out from them on the Friday. The B. 'Amr allege that he 
ltayed longer with them, and God knowl tl'te truth of the matter. Friday 
prayer found the apostle among B. Sllim b. 'Auf and he prayed it in th.e 
mosque which i. in the bottom of the Widl RAnuni'. This was the fi�t 
Friday prayer that he prayed in Medina. 

'!tbin b. M41ik and 'Abbls b. 'UMda b. NaQ.la with some of D. S41im 
b. 'Auf came and asked him to live with them and enjoy their wealth and 
protection, but he &.aid, 'Let her go her way,' for his camel was under 
God's ordera; 10 they let her go until Ihecame to the home of B. BaylQa, 
wl'tere he wu met by Ziyld b. LabJd and Farws b. 'Amr with .orne of their 
clansmen. They gave thesamc: invitation and met with the pme reply. 
The same thing happened with B. SI'ida when Sa'd b. 'Ub4da and 

l36 aJ-Mundhir b. 'Amr invited him to Itay; and with B. 'J-1;I4rith b. ai
Khuraj represented by Sa'd b. al-Rab!, and Khlrija b. Zaydand 'Abdullah 
b. RawllJ:!a; and with B. 'Adiy b. al.Najjlr (who were his neamt maternal 
relatives the mother of 'Abdu'l-Mullalib Salmi d. 'Amr being one of their 
women), being represented by Salit b. Qay. and Abu Salil and Usayn b. 
AbU Khlrija. Finally the camel came to the home of B. Milik b. al.Najjiir 
whenitkneitat thedoorofhis lJlOl<lue,which atthattime wasused u a  
drying-place for datet and belonged to two young orphans ofB. al-Najj.ir 
of B, M4lik clan, woo were under the protection of Mu'ldh b. 'Ald', 
Sahl and Suhaylthe IOns of'Amr. When it knelt the apostle did not alight, 
and it got up and went a short distance. The apostle left its rcin free, not 
guiding it, and it turned in its tncks and retumed to the place where i thad 
knelt at fiIllt and knelt there again. !t shook itself and layexhauued with 
its chest upon the ground. The apoatlealighted and Abu Ayyiib Khllid b. 
Zaydtookhis bagga� intothehoUIC(T.TheAn,lrinvitedhimto liaywith 
them, but he said ' A man (stays) with his baggage)' and the apoetlc Itayed 
with him. When he asked to whom the date-.. ore belonged l\1u'4dh b, 
'Alra' told him that the owners were Sahl and Suhay\ the sons of 'Amr who 
were orphans in hil care and that he could lake it for a mosque and he 
would pay the young men for it. 

337 The apoatleordered that a mosque should be built, and he Itayed with 
Abu Ayyiib until the mosque and his houlCS were completed. The 
apostle joined in the work to encoura� the Muslims to \\"Ork andthe 
mWItJjirj" and the dfl/ar laboured hard. One of the Musliffil rhymed: 
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As they built,  the l\!uslims sang a raja;f \'erse: 

There'a no life but the life of the next world. 
O God,havemcrcyonthe aIl!/ilr andthc muhljira (281), 

The apostle used to Bing it in the form 

There's no life but the life of the next world. 
o God, have mercy on the muhajirin and the �r.' 

'Ammlr h. Ybir came in when they had overloaded him with brich, 
saying, 'They are killing me, They load me with burd�n, they can't 
carry themseh'cs.' Umm Salama the prophet', wife said : 1 saw the 
apostle run his hand through his hair-for he was s curly-haired man��;:r�!�,!bn Suma)'}'al lt is not they who will kill you but a wicked 

'Alioomposcd a rojaz verse on that day' 

There'. one that laboun night and day 
To build us mosqucsof brick and'cJay 
And one who turns from dust away! (282,) 

And 'Ammir learned it and began to chant it, 
When he persisted in it one of the prophet's companions Ihought that 

it was he who was referred to in it acrording to what Ziyild b, 'Abdullah 
al-Bakkil'i told me from Ibn lI!:1ilq. The latter had actually named the man,' 

He aaid: 'I have heard what you h3\'e b«n saying for a long time, 0 
Ibn Sumarya, and by God I think 1'1Ihityouonthe nose!' Kowhe had a 338 
stick in his hand and the apostle was angry and said, 'What is wrong 
between them and 'AmmAr ? He invites them to Paradise while they 
invite him to hell. 'Ammilr is as dear to me at my own face. If a man 
behaves like this he will nol'be forgin'n, 1W avoid him.' 

Sufyiln b. 'Uyayna mentioned on the authority of Zakariya from 
al-Sha'bl thaI the first man to build a mosque was 'Ammilr b, Ybir. 

The apostle lived in Abu Ayyiib's house until his mosque and dwelling
houses were built; then he removed to his own quaners. 

Yuld b. Abu J:labib from l\Ianhad b, 'Abdullah al-Yazani from Abu 
Ruhm al-Saw'j told me that Abu A)1'ub told him: 'When the apostle 
came to lodge with me in my house he occupied the ground floor, while 
I and Umm A)'}'iib were above. I said to him, "0 prophet of God, you 

' Dy lhi • •  h ... tion lherhymeandrhylhm", ••• ok"l'O)'ed • Thi.proph«y ;, .. id 'o ho'-. ""en ful�ll«i .. -ho:n ·Amm1r" ... killed 'l�illin; Suhoyli. 
Ii,p. ), I Suho)-U .. )'t: Ibn ItbIoq did name lhe man. b .. , lbn th.hlm flur�m.d no" odooooo 
.. no' to .... n'ion .,.... .,rthe flrop""'·. con'''''n ..... in d,ocuJilable dra.<''''�. [Cr • 
.. �hol Ibn lIi.him ur' in bit ,n"od",,,iom.] Thrrd .. "';1 �.n _,-n he riih • •  o i"'lui'" .r, .. 
hiliden'ily. AbilDho..-.. '·.:lbn l.hiqd,dno.".'heman.nd .. id Thi ..... n " ... ·U'hmln 

:�
i
�:��;:"'� ��":o b':1?u.��':;.

t 
��;�n���I.

h
�e,��.ur

n
�:y(�f?t���!�:,t�D� 



Tht LIlt of Muhammad 

are dear to me as my parents, and I am distrcllo8ed that l shouldbc above 
and you bclow mc. So leavc your present quarters and exchangt places 
with us." Ue replied: "0 Abu AYyUb, it is more com'enient for me and 
my gue;sts that we soould bcon the ground floor ofthe housc." So we 
remained as we were. Once we broke a jar of water and Umm Ayyub and 
I look one of our garments to mop up the water in fear that it would drop 
on the apostle and cause him anno�ce. We had no doth which we could 

'We uscd to prepare his evening rneal and send it to him. When he 
returned what was left, Umm Ayyfib and I used 10 touch the spot where 
his hand had rtsled and eat from that in the hope of gaining a blcssing. 
One night we prcpared for him onions or garlic and the apostle relumed it 
and I taw no mark of hit hand in il. I went 10 him in some anxiety to leU 
him of our practice and that this time there was no mark of his hand, and 
he replied that he had pcrceived the smell oflhe vegetables and he was a 
man who had to Bpeak oonfidentiallytopcople but that we .hould cat them 
So we ale the dish and never Knl him onions again.' 

JJ9 The emigrants followcd one another to join the apc....t1e, and none was 
left in Mecca but those who had apostatized or been detained. Whole 
families with their propcrty did not come together exccpt the U. Ma?,'fill 
from B. Jumal); the 8. Jal)lh b. Ri'�b, allies of B. Umayya; and the B. 
Bukayr from B. Sa'd b. Laylh, aUiesofB. 'Adiy b. Ka'b. Their houses in 
Me«a were 10ckcd up when they migrated, leaving no inhabitant. 

When the B. Jal)sh gave up their housc Abu Sufy1n went and sold it 10 
'Amr b. 'Alqama brother of B. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy. When the owners heard 
of this 'Abdullah b. Jal)sh told the apostle of it, and he replied: 'Are you 
not pleased that Go<! will give you a better house in Paradise?' And when 
he answered Yes, be said, 'Then you have it.' Whep the apostle got 
possession ofMec.:ca Abfi A1,lmad spoke to him about their housc; and the 
apostle de\ayed his reply. Pcople u.id to him, 'The apostle dislikes your 
reopening the question ofyour propcrty which you lost in God's scrvice, 
so don't spcak to him about it again.' Abii Al)mad said in reference to 
AbfiSufyiln' 

TellAbfi Sufyin o f a matter hewililiveto rcgret. 
You IOld your oousin's houae to pay a debt you owed. 
Your ally by God the Lord of men swears an OlIth: 
T�:

v
�: Take it, may [your treachery] cling to you Jike the ring of the 

The ap04de stayed in Medina from the month of Rabi'u'J-awwal to 
$afuofthe rollowing ycar until his mosque and his quan.ers were built. 
This lribe of the Anpr all accepted Islam and e .. ery house of the �r 

340 accepted Islam except Khalma, Wiqif, W:"i1, and Umayya who were the 
Aus Allah, a dan of Aus w� clung to their heathenism 

The filst address which the spoatlegave acoording to what I heard on the 
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authority of Abu Salama b. 'Abdu'l-Ra/.tman-God sa�'e me from attri
buting 10 the apostle words which he did not Bay-was as follows: he 
praised and glorified God u was Hi� due and then said: 0 men, send 
forward' (good worb) for yourselves. You know, by God, that one of 
you may be smitten and will leave his flock without a shepherd. Then his 
Lord will p.y to him-there will be no interpreter or chamberlain to veil 
him from Him-Did not My apostle come to you with a message, and did 
not I give you wealth and show you favour? What have you sent forward 
for yourself? Then will he look to right and left and sce nothing; he will 
look in front of him and sec nothing but hell. He who can shield his face 
from the fire even with a little pie<:e of date let him do w; and he who 
cannot find that then with a good word; for the good deed will bc rewarded 
tenfold yea to twice scven hundred fold.' Peace be upon you and God's 
mercy and blessing. 

Then the apostle preached on another occasion a5 follow�: Praise 
belongs to God whom I praise and whose aid I implore. We take refuge in 
God from our own sim and from the e\·il of our acts. He whom God 
guides none can lead astray; and whom He leads astray none can guide. 
I testify that there is no God but He alone, He is without companion. The 
finest sp«ch is the Book of God. He to whom God has made it seem 
glorious and made him enter Islam after unbelief, who hu chollCn it abo\'e 
allother speech ofmen, Joth prosper. It is the finest speech and the most 
penetrating. Love what God loves. Love God with all your hearts,and 
weary not of the word of God and its mention. Harden not your hearts 
from it. Out of everything that God creates He chooses and selects; the 
actions He chooses He calls kIIira; the people He chooses He calls mUlta/a; 
andthespecchHe chooses Hecalls ,ali�. From everything that is brought 
to man there.isthe lawful and the unlawful. Worship God and associate 34' 
naught with Him; fear Him as He ought to be feared; Carry out loyally 
towards God what you Bay with your mouths. Love one another in the 
spirit of God. Verily God is angry when His covcnant is broken. Peace 
be upon you. 

The apostle wrote a document concerning the emigrants and the helpers 
in which hc made a friendly agreement with the Jews and established them 
in their rcligion and their property, and stated the reciprocal obligation s, 
u follov. .. : In thc name or God the Compassionate, thc Merciful. This is. 
Pocument from Muhammad the prophet [governing thc relatiom] between 
the bclievcl"ll and Mu.lims of Quraysh and Yathrib, and those who 

' Or,�.hopo.imply'KvUl hundredfold'. Here, u i n thcR1l,ofth . ..  rmon , thnto ;' on  oll" ...... .. Ih&Qurln. Cf. '4. l6 when commmtoto .. dlffcr .. to.heeuc,mo.nin& ofdil. 
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followed them and joined them and laboured with them. They are one 
community (IIMIIII:Z) to the exclu.ion of .11 men. The Quraysh emig�ts 
according to their preatnt cmtom ahall ply the blood wit within their 
number and ,haI.I. redeem their pn.onen witb the kindneu and justice 
common unong believen. 

The B. 'Auf according to tbeir present cuttom Iball pay the bloodwit 
they paid in heathenia.m;every te<:tion.hall redecm iupn.onenwithtbe 
kindneu and juatice common among beJievel1. The B. SA'ida, tbe B. 
'J.I:JArith, and theB. Jualwn, mdtheB. a1.Najjirlikewise.' 

The B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, the B. al·Nabit and the B. al·'Aua likewite.' 
Bclieven ahall not lc:ave anyone destitute among them by not paying 

l41 bis tcdemption monty or bklodwit in kindnesa (a8]). 
A believer ahall not take u an allythe freedman of another Mu.lim 

againat him. The God.fearing believenahall be againsttbe rebelliou. or 
him who ItCU to Ipreld injuatice, or ,in or enmity, or corruption between 
believel1; the hand of every man lhall be againat him even if he be a.oIl 
ofooeof them. A believer lhaI.I. not day a believer for the ulte of an 
unbeliever, nor ahal.l. be aid an unbdiever llainat a believer. God'. pro
tectionil one,the 1eaat oftbemmaygive protection toa ltnn�r ontheir 
behalf. Believen are friendt one to the other to the exc1uaion ofouuidel1. 
To the Jew wbo folloWil UI belong belp and equality. He lhall not be 
wronged nor ahal1 bis enemiea be aided. The peace of the believen iI 
indivitible. No acparate peaceahal.l. be made when believen are fighting 
in tbe way of God. CoDditiona muat be fair and equitable to all. In every 
fony • rider must take another behind him. The bclievel1 muat awnge 
the blood of one another Ihed in the way of God. The God·fearing 
believen tnjoy the beat and IOOIIt upright guidance. No polytheist' lhall 
takethe property orperlOnof Qurayahunderhil pro�ion norlha1lhe 
intervene againJt a bclievtr. Whoeoever il convicted of killing a believer 
without good reuon ahal1 be lubject to retaliation unIesa the next of kin 
ilaatiafied (with blood.money), andthe believel1 lhall he .gainJt him ... 
one man,and they are bound to take action.gainat him. 

It lhaU not bc lawful to a helieverwho holdl by what il in thil document 
and bdievtl in God and the lut day to help an evil·dotr< or to Ihelter him. 
The curac of God and Hil �r on the day of resurrection will be upon 
him ifhedoee., andneithcrl'q)tntanoenor ranaolD' wil lbe received from ���u=� you differ about a matter it mUlt be referred to God and 

The Jewt Ihall contribute to the cost ofwar .o long u they are fighting 
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alongside the believers. The Jews of the B. 'Auf arc one conununity with 
the believers (the Jews have their religion and the Muslime have theirs}, 
their freedmen and thcir pcraoDS cxcept thOIC who behave unjllBtly and 
.infully, for they hurt but themselvc. and theirfamilic.. Thc lWIle applic. 
to the Jews of the B. aI.N,jjtr, B. al·l;lirith, B. 5l'ida, B. Jusham, B. 34] 
aI·Aut, B. Tha'laba, and thc Jafna, a clan of the Tha'laba and the B. 
al·5hutayba. Loyalty ia a protcction againat treachery.' The freedmen of 
Tha·labaareuthernaclvc.. TheclOlCfriendt'oftheJews areu themselves. 
None of them ,hall go out to war lave with the pt:nniasion of Muhammad, 
but he.hall not be preventcd from taking revenge for a wound. He who 
llaya a man withoutwamingllayahimaelfand hia houaehold, unlcss itbe 
one who has wronged him, for God will accept that. The Jewa mUit bear 
tbeirexpcDBCS and the MuslimetheirexpcDICS. Eachmusthc1pthe other 
agaUut anyone who attacb the pcople ofthu. document. They mUit ICCk 
mutuaiadviceandcolUultation,andloyaltyu.aprotcctionagaiMttrcachery. 
A man u. not liable {(]I" his ally's misdeeds. The wronged must be helped. 
The Jew. must pay with the believers 10 long u war lasb. Yathrib shall 
bc a .anctuary for the pcople of this document. A stranger under pro· 
tcction .hall bc u bu. host doing no harm .nd conunitting no crime. A 
woman .hall only be given protcction with the consent of her family. If 
any dispute or controveny likely to causctrouble.hould arisc it mustbc 
referred to Goo and to Muhanunad the apostle of God. Goo accepts 
what is nearest to piety and goodness in this document. Qura}'5hand thcir 
helpcn.hall not be given protcction. The contI'll.cting parties are bound 
to help one another against any attack on Yathrib. If they are called to 
malr.e peaoe and maintain it Ihey must do so; and iftbey make a .imilar 
demand on the MU81inu it must be carricd out except in the cue of a 
holy war. Every one.hall have his portion from the side to which hc 
belongs;! the Jews of al·Aus, their freedmen and themselvC$ "ave the 
umc lIanding with the people of this document in pure loyalty from the 
pcople of this documcnt (.z84) 

Loyalty is II protection against treachcry; He who acquires aught JH 
acquires it for hiffi$Clf. God approves of Ihis document. 'fhis deed will 
not protecl4 the unjust and Ihe sinner. The man who goes forth toti!;ht 
and the man who Itays at home ill the city' is safe unlC;!'!.S hc oo" o.:<'n 
unjust and sinned. God is the prot<'l:tor of the gooJ and God.fearing man 
and Muhammad is the apostle of God 

, W.Uho .. _. Slriune ....J V.". ....... 'ne . .... S.rlin. 'S89.p.7o . ... nd.n·t.. .... ,kcit.t.ht 
vorTrul· ond o,,,,uoeoSp ... nl, .. ondK ... hlof ineuc:tnosa. S.hu ·';e mlluen koyol und 
n;"h. ochlecht ILond..tn' whe� ° , ___ truth ;" in queotion. !juboylllaYo tho.mcanlnc i. 
·Picty lnd loyohy ... nd in the ,.oy oftr-.:hel1'· (ii, '7) 

· Forth. meoninllor'hi.w<>nlcI. S'9.4 .. he��I_d .. rlyhu.""ho """"""'t;"'" 

• For thi. idi ..... ' �f. S u n 6 . .. • Or ·in M�in.·. Wh.ther M�'n.o i. ""'.n'ornot t,,", p_ ... . _do .. If..cond<1Jlned .. • 1a"rin'"lT"'lotWn bec.u •• the "'wn ;" co""i.�nd1 ..tkd Yothrib. 
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apostie made his companions brothen 

When 'Umar oompiled the registen in Syria Bililil had gone there and 
remained as a oombl1ant, He asked him with whom he wished to be ,.6 
grouped and he said with Abu RuwayQa. 'I will never lea,'e him, for the 
apostle eatablished brotherhood between us: So he was linked with him 
and the regi.ter of the AbyMinians was linked with Khath'am btca� of 
Bil1l'. poaition with them, and this arrangementcontinucs to thia dayin 
Syria. 

During the months in which the mosque was being built Abu Umima ���t.b. Zurira died; he was seized by diphtheria and a rattling in the 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bah b. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. l;!azm told me on the 
authority of Y�)I b. 'AXlullah b. 'Abdu·j.RaJ:!.mln b. As'ad b. Zurira 
that the apostle said; 'How unfortunate is the death of Abu Um3ma1 
The Jews and the Arab hypocrites are sure to say "If he were a prophet 
his oompanion would not die" and (truly) I have no power from God for 
myself or for my oompanion (to avert death).' 

'J\tim b. 'Umarb. Qatadaal.A�ritold me that when AbU Umlma died 
the B. a1.Najjlrcame to the apostle, for Abu Umima was their leader, taying 

:�:t :�!e!::� �h�� r::�h
i� ·CS�:!��: :�� t�'����e

a�i
i�:;:� 

are my maternal uncles, and we belong together so I will be your leader.' 
The apostle did notwantto prtfer any oneofthemto the othen. Hence· 
fonh the B. al.Najjlr regarded themsclvea as highly honoured in having 
the apostle as their leadu. 

THI:! CALL TO PRAYER 

When the apostle was firmly settJed in 1\1edina and his brethren the 
emigrants were gatherm to him and the affain of the helpen were arranged 
Islam became firmly e<ltablished. Prayer was instituted, the alms lax and 
fasting were prcacribed, legal punishments fixed, the forbidden and the 
permined prcsc:ribed, andIslamtookup its abode withlhem. !t wasthis 347 
clanofthehe.lpenwho'havetakenuptheirabode (inlhe. cityoftheprophet) 
and in the faith'.' Whcn the apostle fint came, the pwplegalhered 10 
him for prayer at the appointed times without being ,ummoned. At first 
tbe lpostle thought of using a trumpet like that of the Jews who used it to 
lummon to prayer. Afterwards he. disliked the idea and ordered a cJappcr 
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to be madc, 10 it was duly fashioned to be beatcn whcn thc Muslims ahould 
pray. 

Meanwhile 'Abdullah b. Zayd b. Tha'Jaba b. 'Abdu Rabbihi brothcr of 
B. al-I:11rith heard a voice in a drcam, and camc to the apoltlc Pying: 
'A phantom visitcd mc in the night. Thcre passed by mc a man wcaring 
two green gannenu carrying a dappcr in hi.hand, and I asked him to sell 
it to mc. Whcn he asked me what I wantcd it for I told him that it was 
10lununon pcoplc 10 prayer, whereupon he offcred to show me a bettcr 
.... 'Iy: it was to say thricc "Allah Akbar. I bear witnm that thcre i. no 
God but Allah I bear witness that Muhammad i., the apostlc of God. 
Come 10 praycr. Come to prayer. Come to divine service.' Come to 
divine service. Allah Akbar. Allah Akbar. Therc is no God but Allah".' 
When the apostle was told of this hc .aid that it was a true vision if GO<! 
10 willed ii, and that he ahould go with Bit::!.l and communicate it to him 

��:t ;�::I.�:�;d
ca

! ��e�;��r 
��::o�C�:d 

h��: :o�i.,�::':t:� v�i:� 
to thc apostle dragging his doak on the ground and uying that he had seen 
preciaely theaame \'ision. The apostle aaid,'God be praised for thatl' 

I wastoldof thil tradition by i\'1uhammad b. lbrihim b, al-I;liirithon 
the authority of Muhammad b. 'Abdullah b. Zayd b, Tha'laba himself 
(a88). 

H8 Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al-Zubayr told me on the authority of 'Urwa 
b. al-Zubayr from a woman of B. al-Najj�r who said: My house was tne 
higncst ofthose round the mosqueand Bil:ll used to gil'c the callfrom 
thc tOp of it at dawn el'cl)' day. He ulCd to rome before daybreak and 
would .it on the housetop waiting for thc dawn. When he saw it he would 
$Ir�ch hi. arms and say, '0 God, I praise thee and ask thy help for Quray,h 
that tney may acct:pl lhy religion: l lw\'(:r knew him (0 omit thcac words 
for a single night. 

A8U QAYS 8. ADO A/·as 
When the apostle was established in his house and God had manifested 
hil rcligion thcreinancl made him glad with therompany of the emigrants 
and hclpenAbl1 Q�)'. spoke the following \'ersea (21!9). 

He was a man who had lil'f11 as a monk in heathen days and worn a 
black mantle ofcamcl_hair, given up idols, washed himselfaftcr im purity, 
kept hilllllclfcican from women in their courses. He had thought of 
adopting Christianity butga\'c it up and wcnt intoa house of his an d madc: 

, 1'a/�. Thio .. on! i. ,." ..... 11,. rrnoJ�<nl ' .. h .. ,;.".· o. 'PIOOp<"rity'; d. 1 .. 1" .  >U9" 
Uut it ""  • •  I .... y._mcl'ome thatitm".tb<'.n ..... b .. <dfo""of'hrA .. " .... ,..I�daJ, 
dh-l"" "....w.ip. h.on., ... tmn.runcisd ... rlrculun •. ap<'Ciall,.ploujllu,,�. AmonllAn""'''' •• pnlingl ..... . nd Chri.' .. n.'' .. ·u«on'''''' ..... ''h'hc '''' ... ioce of God .  Ikl"'«n''''' 
.. 'onl.·C"""' tothc/d/�.ndA/Ja/IA.w..'·lhcShl'.�.,.·c;.,n .. 'o,h<b<-o' .. ,o<k(' ..... I)' 
��!::�:::,

u
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I A. Dh. upLoin. th.t ·"j/dl, . .... �.rioo""' incunble d;lIn .. , i  • •  me ... phor • c.:.rnmen ••• " .. dill .. on ,he meoning ofthi. phruc. Ano,herpo •• ibilityi., 'ThouKh 
'h.irprdig=i • •  ho ... 'h.ir h ...... . "'l!"n.rou.'. AII 'hroughthe .. ve ..... "n.f •• 1othot.h. 
w""ehedrhymeoteri.imprioonedwilhinhiorhym ... 



2J8 The LIJe ofMuhammad 

Mysons, tTllnsgress not the proper limita 
Transgrcuing the bounds bringl one to a halt. 
Omy solUl,trust nOitheda)'ll. 
Beware thcir treachery and the pauage oftime. 

�t�l����ei�. C:n
n;��e:

l
�� creation, 

Li,'e your livcs in piety and godliness. 
Abandon obscenity aod hold fut to what is right.' 

In the following poem he mentioned how God had honoured them with 
Islam and His special favour in sending His apostle to them: 

He abode among Quraysh some ten years 
Hoping for a friend to help him 
He displayed himself to those who came to the fainl 
But found none to offer him hOlipitality. 
But when he Clmt to us God displayed his religion 
And he became happy and oontenttd in Mtdina.� 
He found friendland ceased to long for home 
And was pJainJy helped by God.1 

�d
t�!�a�S f\��::' ��::eS;:� ::h:�S ��� called. 

None near at hand need he fear 
And thOlle afar he rcclted not of.' 
We spent on him the best of our possessions, 
Sparing not our li,'cs in w:ar at his .ide. 
We know that therc is noughl bc8ide God 
And we know that God is the best guide. ��e 
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that fights Him, 

In e"ery ffiOIIque when I pray to Thee 
I say Blessed liT! Thou (Ofl have I mentioned Thy name). 
I s.ay when T traverse a land I fear 
'Mercy! Let not my enemies triumph ovec me.' 
Go where you will de:ath comes in manyguisa 
And youcannol live forever. 
A man does not know how lo protcct himself 
Unless he makcs God his protcctor. 
The palm that needswaterJ carcs naught for its owner 
If it hu moisturc, though he be dead (Z9t). 

' The inlluenc:cofSyn... .. in thc  .. onIo..v._ • •  nd hI.U  ... i.cka ••• nd_ .. r.he ... neo .... rm>inilcalt oi thePMlmo. 
' l1bo, ·thc F  ..... nl',is'heancimthonorifocofM«Ii .... Cf.I.luoin·.opnUn.lin" .... 

p. , .... , 'In Tibo .... ,he ....... llmen .. ofhi. l�mi"""'" ... ,louln· 
• W:. tn. ·H ..... . p!.in h<lp ... ... from God' Oftma inf.riot ... 'he C  . ... , . • Th< ....... i.j" .... bo""J in .... .. riain.1 
· l follo .. C. in�in8 .. �·I""'forW.'. "'IU/;""', ...... ,"..,;ya for 'Io4t<1) .. • ... ndin8·. 
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(T. 'Ali h. Muj3hid said on the authority of Muhammad h. Isl;t3q from T. 12SJ 
al-Zuhri and from Muhammad b. $illil;t. from al-Sha'bl that they both aaid 
The B. Isma'il datcd from the fire of Abraham to the huilding of the 
temple when Abraham and lsmll.'il built it; then they dated from the 
building of the temple until they dispersed, andit happened that when-
ever people left Tihama they dated from their leaving it, and those who 
remained in Tihilma of B. bmil'il used to date from the going out of 
Sa'd and Nahd and Juhayna of B. Zayd from Tih3ma until Ka'b h. Lu'ayy 
died. Then they dattd from the death of Ka'h 10 the elephant, The dating 
from the time of the elephant continued until 'Umar b. al-Kha�Nb dated 
from the Hijra which was the year 170r 18.' 

THE NAMES OF THE JEWISH ADVERSARIES 

About this time the Jewish rabbis showed hostility to the apostle in envy, 3S1 
hatred, and malice, because God had chostn His apostle from the Arabs. 
They were joined by men from al-Aua and al-Khul1Ij who had obstinately 
clung to their heathen religion. They were hypocrites, clinging to the 
polytheism of their fathers denying the resurrection; yet when Islam 
appeared and their people flocked to it they were compelled to pretend 
to accept it to save their lives, But in secret they 'were hypocrites whose 
inclination was towards the Jews because theyconsidertd the apostle a liar 
and strove against Islam. 

It was the Jcwish rabbis who used to annoy the aprnltle with questions 
and imroduce confusion, so as to confound the truth with falsity. The 
Ouran used to comc down in reference to these questions of theirs, though 
some of the qUe!ltions about what was allowed and forbidden came from 
the Muslims themselves. These are the names of those Jews 

From B. al-NaQ.ir: l:Iuyayy h. Akhlab and his brothers AbU YiJsir and 
Judayy; Salllim b. Mishkam; Kinilna b. al-Rabi' h. Abu'l-l:Iuqayq; 
Sallilm h. Abil'l-l:Iuqayq Abu R3fi' al-A'war whom the apostle's com
panions killed in Khaybar; al-Rabi' b. al-Rabi' b. Abu'l-l:Iuqayq; 'Amr 
b. Jal;t.l;t.iJsh; Ka'b b. aI-Ashraf who belonged to Tay', of the clan ofB. 
Nabh3n, his mother being from B. al-NaQ.ir; al-l:Iajjlj b. 'Amr, an ally of 
Ka'b; and Kardam b. Oays, an ally of Ka'b. 

From B. Tha'laba b. al-Fityaun: 'Abdullah b. $uriyI the one-eyed who 
WH the most learned man of his time in the Hijaz in Torah studies; Ibn 
$alubli; and Mukhayrlq their rabbi who became a Muslim 

From B. Oaynuqi': Zayd b. al-L,",it (291); Sa'd b. l:Iunayf; Mal.lmud 
b. Sayl;t.3n; 'Uzayr b. Abu 'Uzayr;and Abdullah b. $ayf(Z1J2). Suwayd b. lsa 
al-I:lIrith; Rill'a b. Oays; Finl;t.�; Ashya'; Nu'min b. AQ.I; Bal;t.riy h. 

I Thi,pol1gnph ioportofo lon,gchap,erwhichT.dc..." ",to,hc qu""ionofchtonology 
in rtf.reno. to the princip"J own", in the prophe,', �f •. "i, PilI here b«oUM:.he I," 
_gehequ."aflOml.l.it lhcpo<:mnfAbuQ.ytrIM:n.ionin,thekng'hof'he prophet'. 
oojoum in Mecca .f,u ,he beginning of hi. m, .. ion; the """neIion with chronology i. 
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'Amr; Sha'i b. 'Adiy; Sha's b. Oaya; Zayd b. ;l.1-J:l::trith; Nu'mln b. 'Amr; 
Sukayn b. Abu Sukayn; ·Adiy b. Zayd: Nu'm3n b. Abu Aull; Abu Anas; 
Ma�mud h. Da�ya: l\Ulik h. $ayf (z93). Ka'b b. Rashid; 'Axar; RMi' 
b. Abu Rilfi'; Khlllid; Adr b. Abu A7Jr (Z94); l{>i.fi.' b. l:Iilritha; Rilfi.· b. 
1:luraymila; Rilfi.· b. Khlirija; Mlilik b. 'Auf; Rifli·a b. Zayd b. al-nbUt 
'Abdullah b. Sal::tm b. al-l:llirith; who was their rabbi and mott learned man. His name was al-I:lu�yn. The apostle named him 'Abdullah when 
he accepted Islam. 

From n, Qurayp.: al-Zubayr b. B�ti b. Wahb; 'Azdl h. Shamwil; 
}U·bb. Asadresponlibleonbehalfofhistribeforthe agrecmentwhich WllS 
broken in the year of the Panics; Shamwll h. Zayd; Jabal b. 'Amr b. 
Sukayna; al-Na���m b. Zayd; Qardam b. Ka'b; Wahb b. Zayd; Nlfi.· b. 
Abu Nlifi'; Abu N:.fi·; 'Adiy b. Zayd; al-l:I::trith b. 'Auf; Kardam b. Zayd; �=h:: i:bblb; Rafi.· b. Rumayla; Jabal b. Abu QushaYT: Wahb b. 

th��� !��U:;�;:b�� �� �:i:=. �-ho bewitched the apostle of Cod so 

From B. I:Uritha: KinAna b. $uriyl. 
B. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Qardam b. 'Amr 
From B. al-Najjllr: Silsilab. Barhlim. 
These were the Jewish rabbis, the rancorous opponents of the apostle 

and his oompanions, the men who asked questions, and stirred up trouble 
against lslam 10 try to extinguish it, except for 'Abdullah b. Sallim and 
Mukhayriq.' 

'ABDULLAH B. SAI.AM ACCEPTS ISLAM 

I was told the story of 'Abdullah b. Sal>1m, a learned rabbi. by one of his 
family. Hellid: 'When I heard about the apostle I knew byhi. dcserip
tion, name. and the time at which he appeared that he was the one we 
were waiting for. and I re;oiced greatly thereat, though I keptlilent about 
it until the apostle came to Medina. When he stayed in QuM' among the 
B. 'Amr b. 'Auf a man came with the newa while I was working at the top 
of a palm-tree and my aunt Khllida d. al-l�lIrith ... "aS .ilting below. When 
I hC2Td the newa I cried Allah Akbar and my aunt said, "Cood gracious, 
if you had heard that Moses b. 'Imrlin had oome you oould not have made 
more fuIBI .. .. lndeed. aunt .

.. I said. "he il the brother of MOlCSand follows 
his religion. being aent withthe aame miuion." She asked, "1s he really 

, ID""m .... nl;nron!lIi.Su ... yli ....,ruthat'he'r&dit"'n; . ... und.ndi • ..,.,.p.�dby .... 
tt'Oditioonio ... H�'ound in <hc'.r-" nfMu·.ItU1'II' b .  Rbtudj ... ",k which 1 canno, find 
.... ntioned by H,..., •• I ...... n) ....... 'nnco, thal.he.poDlutod fo'. )'ft". Hcodd.thal'he 
Mu'tasit. .nd Mod ......... Kjected .... u.di ...... on .he .round 'ho" p""' ..... -..ld no' bc 
btwi<o:bcd otbe ..... they ......ld oonunitlin.nd tho" would bc ........ 1)1 10 .... word 01 God 
·And God .. ilIp........,. lhee r ............. ·(s .... J. ,.). He lind . .... tndition unuooilob". It 
i. properly otlated ond intelloctuallr """'plab ... T"' propheu ••• " .. no' pftMrvod 'n>m 
bndily olHic.iono in which oo.qory ... rc<:l)I f.llo 

· lti. notc ..... nhyhowrcwH.b�nama .KlObc found.monglh.J.w.of Medino 
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the prophet who we have been told will beaent at this vcry time?" and 
aheacccpted myassurancc that hewas. Strajghtway I wenttothe ar�tle 
and became a Muslim, and when I returned to my house I ordered my 
family to do the eame. 

'I conccaled the matter from the lews. and then went to the apoetle 
and aaid. "Thelai. are a nation ofliara and I wi.h you would take me into 
one of your hou..ses and hide me from them. Then ask them about me to 
that they may tell you the position I bold among them before they know 
that I have bcromc I Muslim. For if they know it beforehand they will 
uuerslanderouslicaagainat me." The prophet housed me; the Jews came; 
and the apostle asked them about my standing among them. They aaid: 
"Heisour chief, andthellOnofourchief;our rabbi,andour lcamedman." 
When they said this I emerged and said: "0 Jews. fear God and accept 
what He haa sent you. For by God you know that he is the apostle of God. 
You will find him described in your Torah and even named. I tcatify 
that he is the apostle of God. I belicve in him, I hold him to be true. and 
I acknowledge him." They accused me of lying and reviled me. Then I 3S4 
reminded the apostle that I had said that they .... 1luld do this, for they 
..... ere a treacherous. lying. and evil people. I publicly proclaimed my 
conversion and my household and my aunt Khllida followed suit.' 

TilE STORY OF MUKIIAYRIQ 

He was a learned rabbi owning much propeny in date palms. He reo 
cogniz.ed the apostle by his dcacription and his o ..... n lcaming. and he 
fe1t a predileaion for his religion' untilon lhe dayofU�ud. whichfell on 
theubbath. he reminded Ihe Je ...... that they ..... ere bound to help Muham. 
mad. They objected that it waa the sabbath. 'May you have no sabbath," 
he answered. and took his weapons and joined the apostle in UJ.!ud. His 
paning testimony to his people ..... as: :If I am killed today my propeny i. 
to go to Muhammad to use as God shows him.' He was killed in the battle 
that followed. Iamtoldthatthe apostleused tolly'!\1ukhayriqisthebest 

��:��!t:�� �i:i:::�e
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:er his propeny and all the alms he 

TilE TESTIMONY OF �AFrYA 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bah b. Muhammad b. 'Amr b. l:J.azm told me that he 
waatold that $afiya d. l:J.uyayy b. Akhlab llid ' l waathe famuritechiid 
of my father and my uncle Abu nsir. When I was present they took no 
notice of their other children. When the apostle wu staying in Qubi' 
..... ith the B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, thc twO went to see him before daybreak and did 
not return until after nightfall. weary, worn out, drooping and feeble. 
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Tht Lift of Muhammad 

355 I went up to them in childish pleasure as J always did, and they I\"ere so 
sunk in gloom that they took no notice of me. I heard my uncle u)' to my 
father, "Is he hel Do you re<:ognizc him, and can you beaurd" "YCI!" 

:
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,�t, do you feel about him?" .. By God I shall be his enemy as long 

THE JEWS ARE JOINED BY AN�ARr HYPOCRITES 

The (ollowing hypocrites' from ai-Au. and al-Khuraj joined the Jews 
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Laudh:1n b, 'Amr b. 'Auf: Zuwayy b. al.I:Urith, From B. 1:lubayb b. 'Amr 
b. 'Auf: Julls b. Suwayd b. al-$:1mit and his brother al-l::Iarilh. lula8 was 
one of those who withdrew from the apostle in the raid on Tabuk. He 
said, 'Ifthi8 nun i. right we areworsc than donkeys.' 'Umayr b. Sa'd,one 
of them, who was closely related to Julls, he having married his mother 
afler his father'. death, reponed what he had said to the apostle. But 
first he said to 1ul<1l: 'You are dearer 10 me than any man, Ihe most 
generous to me, and it is most painful to me that anything should happen 
to upset you; but you have said words which if I repeat lhem I shall bring 
8hameupon you, and if l keep silence I shall bring my religion inlo peri I 
One is preferable to the other.' Then he went to the apostle and lold him 
"hat Julls had said. Juluswore by God that he had not said the words 
attributed to him by 'Umayr. And God sent down concerning him' 
'They swear by God that they did not say, when they did actually say, 
worrls of unbelief and did disbelie\'e after they had surrendered Ihemseh' es. 
They planned what Ihey could nOI carry oul and Ihey had nothing to 
avengc but that God and His apostle had enriched them by His oounty. 
If Ihey repent it will be better for them; and if they tum back God will 
amiCI them with a painful punishment in this world and thc next. In thill 
world they ha\'c no friend or helper' (a9S).' 

356 It is all�ed that he repcmed and was known 10 be a good Muslim. 
His brothel al-l�lI.rilh who killed aJ.l\"lujadhdhar b. Dhiyll.d al-BalawT and 
Oays b. Zayd one of Il. Oubay'a at Ul)ud, wcnt out with thc l\1uslilTll. He 
was a hypocritc. and when battle was joincd he fell upon these two mcn, 
killed them, and attached himself to QUTlysh(l9f) . 
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there was no war. 

The apostlc-so they uy-had ordered 'Uma.r to kill him ifhc could 
gct hold of him, but hc cscapcd and got to Mecca. Thcn hc sent 10 his 
brothcr Julu asking for forgivcncss 10 that hemighl rerum to his pcople. 

, w .... t Anb;c "'ri�n mnn by 'h)"pocri' .. · hat bttn mode dar in II .. O«1;on on the Jew;,had� .... rin. It"not. ,"lIyfOOd�nd.rin.o( ..... ...uiq.but no""" .. OI"dou_u 
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The Life of Muhammad 

God tent down concerning him according I� what I have heard on the 
authority of Ibn 'Abbb: 'How can God guide a people.who hal'e dil
beJieved after having believed and witneMtd that the apostle il true and 
lure proofs have come to them from God. God does not guide a sinful 

��e�'
n. Oubay'a b. Zayd b. Milik b. 'Auf b. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Bijid b. 

'Uthmln b. 'Amir, From B. Laudh1n b. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Nabtal b. al_ l:larith. 
I have heard that it was of him thatthe apostle said, 'Whocverwnnts to s« 
Satan let him take a look at Nabtal b. al-l;Urith!' He was a uurdy blaek 
man with long flowing hair, inflamed e)'cs, and dark ruddy ch«ks. lole 
used to come and talk to the apostle and listen to him and then carry what 
he had said to the hypocrites. It was he who said: 'Muhammad if all 
ears: if anyone tells him anything he believes it.' God sem down concern-
ing him: 'And of them are those who annoy the prophet and say he is all JS7 
ears, Say: Good ears for you. He believes in God and truSIl Ihe believers 
and il a mercy for those of)'oU who believe; and those who annoy the 
apostle of God fOTthem there is a painful punishmcnt." 

A man of B, al.'Ajl"n told me that he was told that Gabriel came to the 
apostle and said, 'There comes to sit with )'01,1 a black man with long 
flowing hair, roddy cheeks, and inflamed eyes like twO copper pots, His 
hcartJ il more gross than a donkey's; he carries your words to the hypo -

�a:;1
1O beware of him.' This, w they say, was the description of 

Alto from B. DUQay'a was Abu l:Iabiba b. al·Az'aT, one of those who 
had built the mosque of al-Oirar; Tha'iaba b. 1:I�tib ;  and l\lu'attib b, 
<lushayr. It was those two who made a covenant with God laying, 'If 
he gives us of his bounty we wiU gh'e alms and be of the righteous" 
to the end of the story. And it was Mu'attib who said at U�ud: 'lfwc had 
any part in the ordering of things we should not bc killed here.' So God 
sent down concerning what he uid; 'A party who were anxious about their 
lives thought wrongly aboul God as the pagans thought. They said: 
"If we had any part in the orderingofthings I\e should not be killed here "J 
10 the end of the context. It was he who uid on the day of the I'ardcs, 

I 
"Muhammad promises us that we shall enjoy the treasures of Chosroes 
and Cacur whereas it is not ufe for one of us logo 10 Ihe privy!" So God 
revealed conct'ming him: • And when the hypocrites and those in whose 
heartl is a diseasc say God and his apostle have promised us IlOthing but a 
dclusion,'6 

Alw al-�l3rith b. l:lli!ib (197). 
Also' Abbad b. llunayf brother of Sahl, 1nd Ba�zaj who were among the 

\ 
builders of the mosque of al·Oirk And 'AmI' b, KhidMm and 'Abdullah 
b, NahtlLI 

L 
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Zayd and Mujammi'. They wen: also contemed with the mosque of al
Oirlr. Mujammi' ,",,'as a )'outh who had collected most of the Quran and 
heusedtoleadthemin prayer. Whenthe�uehadbcendestroyedand 
certain men of n. 'Amr b. 'Auf who used to lead their people in prayer in 
their mosque, died, in the lime of 'Umar, Mujammi' was mentioned to act 
u leader, but 'Umar would not hne it, saying, '\\'un't he the imam of the 
hypocrites in the mosque ofal-t;lirar?' I-Ie replied: 'By God, 1 knew nothing 
of their affairs. nut 1 was a youngster who could recite the Qunm, 
when:asthey couldn6l, so they put me forward to lead thepr:ayers. Their 
affair seemcd to meto accord "'-ith Ihe bcst account theyga\·e.' They allege 
that 'Umar let him go and lead the prayers of hil people. 

orB. Umayya b. Zayd h. MlIik: Wadi'a b. 1'hiihit, one of the builders 
of the I;>irlr mosque who nid, 'We were onl)' talking and jcsling.' So 
God sent down: 'If you IIi them they will say we wen: only talking and 
jesting. Say: Is it about God and His signs and His apostle you were 
jesling?' to the end of the passage. 

Of D. Ubayd h. Zayd h. Miilik: KhiJhiim b. Kblilid, from whose: house 
the mosque of al-t;lirir WQ carved out; and Bishr and Riifi' the two 
IOrlI of Zayd. 

Of B. al-NabIl (298) of the dan of B. J;Uritha b. al-f;Urith h. al-Khazraj 
h. 'Amr b. MMik b. ai_Au,: Mirba' b. Qay�i who said 10 the apostle when 
he passed through hil garden on his way 10 Ubud: 'I do not allow you 
Muhammad to pass through my garden e\'en if you are a prophet.' He 
took a handful of dirt and said: 'ByGod, ifl did not know that I might 
throw it on others 1 would throw Ihi� dirt at you.' The people pressed on 
him to kil l him and the apostle said: 'Let him alone. For this blind man 
is blind of heart and blind of perception'. Sa'd b. Zayd brolher of B. 
'Abdu'l-Ashhal hit him with his bow and wounded him; also his brolher 

359 Aus b. Qant, who said to the apo1ltle on the day of Ihe Trench: 'Our 
houses lie open 10 the enemy, so give us leave to go back to them.' So 
God re\'ealed eonceminghim: 'They ny Our houses lie open 10 the enemy. 
They are nOI open; all they want is to run away' (299).1 

orB. ?-afar(?-afar's name was Ka'h h. al·}:Urith b. al-Khazraj); I;Ulib b. 
Umayya b. R�fi'. He was a .turdy old man 81eeped long in paganism. 
A IOn of his ,",,'as one of Ihe best of the Muslims, Yaztd by name. He was �l�sa

7.
�;

a
�

.
bY wounds received at Ubud and ,",,'as tarried to the house of the 

'A�im b. 'Umar b. Qal�da told me that the MU$lims there both men and 
women gath('n:d 10 him wh('n he was at the point of death and were saying 
'R('joicc, O sonof l�a�ib, in the thought ofparadi$C!' Then his hypocrisy 
showed ilsdf, for hi� father said, 'Humph! By God it is a gard('n or rue. 
You ha\'e $Cnt this poor fellow to his death by your dcception.' 

Also Bushayr b. Ubayriq Abu Tu'ma, the 'Stealer of the Two Breast
plates' conc('ming whom God scnt down: 'And argue not on behalf of 

' S':''-9.66 
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those who decei\'e theffi5tlrts ('.od docs not lore a sinful deceiver." 
Also Quzman, an ally of theirs. 

The same '��im !Old me that the apostle used to say: 'He belongs to the 

�;i�:�i:��':y:;�"'!�} g�;:��:���::1}§i;;ilf.� 
He said: 'Why should l cheer up� I fought only to protect my people: 
And when the pain of his wounds became unendurable he took an arrow 
from his quh-erand cut a \'ein in his hand and thus oommitted luicide. 

Among B. 'Abdu'l-Ashhnl no hypocrite male or female was known 360 
exccpt al-Qal.lJ:1iik b. Thnbil, oneof thc 11. Ka'b of the family of Sa'd b. 
z
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risy and lore of the Jews. 

Who will tdl al.DaJ:thak that his w:iru 
Wcreunable tobc: glorified in lalam? 
Do yol! love the Jcwsof al-I:lij3z and their religion, 
You liver-heartcd ass,and not lore Muhammad? 
Their religion will never march with ouT3 
A�long3l men roamtheopen dcsert. 

I hare hearJ that before his repentance Julil!l together with Mu'attib, 
Rlifi', and Bishr used to make false profession of Ialam.J Some ll,Iuslims 
asked them to go to the apoatle to scttle a matter in dispute between them, 
while they wanted to rcfer it to the kahins who acted as arbitrators in the 
pagan era. So God sent down concerning them: 'Hast thou coll$idered 
those who alkoge that they bdie\·e in what has been sent down to thee 
and what was sent down before thce who wish 10 go to idolatry for arbitra -
tion when thty have bccn commanded togh'c up belicfin it? Satanwilhes 
to lead them far astray:4 

Of Khazraj from B. al-Najjlir: Rlifi' b. Wadi'a, Zayd b. 'Amr, 'Amr 
b. QaYI, andQaysb. 'Amrb. Sahi. 

Of B. Jusham of the clan of B. Salima: a1-Jidd b. Qayz who laid, '0 
Muhammad, give me 1ea\'e (to stay at home) and tempt me not.' So God 
lent down concerning him: 'Of them is he who Pyll, Give me leave (to stay 
at home) and tempt me not. Surtly it is into temptation that they have 
rallen andhell encompasstlthc unbelievers.'J 

Of B. 'Auf b. al-Khuraj: 'Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Saliil. I-Ie was the 
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was during the raid on the B. al-Munaliq and the whole sura or the 
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Hypocritea' came do�n about him and Wadl'aa manofB. 'Aufand M51ik 
b. Abu Qauqal and Suwayd and Dli'is of the elan of 'Abdullah b. UMyy. 
Those wen:: his men who sent secrtt measagea to B. al·Na4ir" when the 

361 apostle besieged them: 'Stand fast, for by God if you an:: driven out we will 
go forth with you:md wewiU ne\'er obey anyone against you and if you are 
attacked we will help you: So God sent down concerning them: 'Hast 
thou not considered the hypocrites who say to their brethren ofthe s erip
ture folk, If you art driven out we will go forth with you and we will 
never obey anyone against you and if you an:: attacked we will help you. 
God bean witness that they are liars', as far as His words 'Like Satan 
when he aays to men, "Disbelieve," and when they disbelieve he u)'S, �'�r��.��� responsible for you; for my part I fear God the Lord of the 

TilE RABBIS WHO ACCEPTED ISLAM IIVPOCRITICALLV 

The following arc the Jewish rabbis who took refuge in Islam along with 
the Muslims and hypocritically professed it: Of B. Qaynuqli': Sa'd b. 
I�unayf; Zayd b. al-Lu�ayt ; Nu m�n b. Aufa b. 'Amr; 'Uthm§n b. Auf�; 
Zayd b. al-Lu�ayt who fought with 'Umar in the market of the B. Oay
nuq§'. He was the man who said when the apostle's camel wandered 
off: 'Muhammad alleges that re\'elations come to him from hea\'en and he 
doesn't know when:: his camel is!' When the apostle heard of what this 
enemy of God had said and God had told him where his camel was he laid, 
'I only know what God leu me know. And God has shown me. It is in 
such-and-such a glen caught by its ropc to a trcc: The Muslims went 
and found it in that nryspot caught up as the apostle had said. 

A[so R5fi' b. J:luraymila of whom I ha\'e heard that Ihe prophct laid, 
363 'One of the greatcst hypocritcs has died today: And Rifa'a b. Zayd b. 

ai-Tlibut of whom the prophet laid when there was a high wind as he was 
returning from the expedition against the B. a[-Munaliq and the Muslims 
were in great anxiety: 'Oon't be afraid; the wind is blowing becaU!le a 
great unbc[ieveris dead.' When he got back to Medina he found that 
Rif5'a had died the day the wind blew. Also Si[siia b. BarMm and Kin5na 
b. $uriy:li. 

These hypocrites used to aS$t.mble in the mosque and liSlen to the 
stories of the Muslims and laugh and scoff at their n::ligion. When some 
of them' were then:: one day the apostle uw them talking with Iowen::d 
\'oice among themseh'cs huddled together. He ordercd that theYlhould 
be ejected and Ihey were put out with some violence. Abu Ayyub Kh5lid 
b. l..ayd b. Kulayb got up and went to 'Amr b. Oays, one of B. Ghanm 

' SC.n6l. cr,w" '7;"!'" 
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REFERE�CES TO THE HYPOCRITES AND THE JEWS IN THE 

SORA ENTITLED '
THE COW
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'These are they who buy error at the price of guidance: i.e. disbelief 
fOf faith. 'So theif traffic is not profitable and they are not rightly guid�,(\.' 

Then God employed a simile and said: 'They are like a man who lights 
a fire and when it lighteIU hit environment God takes away their light and 
leilxesthem in darkness unable to see,' i.e. they eannot see the truth and 
profess it ao that when they go out with it from the darkness of unbelief 
they extinguish it with their unbelief and hypocrisy, and God leaves 
them in the darkness of unbelief and they do not sec guidance and are not 
upright in truth. 'Deaf, dumb, blind, and they return not,' i.e, they 
returnnotto guidance,dcaf, dumb, blind towhatis good, theyrcturnnot 
to good and find no escape from their condition. 'Or like a rairu;torm from 
heaven wherein is darkness and thunder and lightning. They put their 
fingers in their ears beeause of the thunderings, in fear of death. God 
encompuses the unbelievers' (J04), i.e. because of the darkness of 366 
unbcliefand the fear of death in which they are, arising from theirop poai
tionand fear ofyou,they are like themanin the r3instorm whoputshis 
fingers in hi, ears at the thundercJaps in fear of death. He says: And 
God brings that vengeance upon them, i.e. He encom(>llSS" the U� 
believers. 'The lightning almO$t takcs away their sight,' i.e. because of the 
exceeding brightness of the truth. 'Whenever it givcs light to them they 
wllllk in it and when it is dark for them thcy stand still,' i.e. they know the 
truth and talk about it and ao far as their talk goes they are on the ltraight 
path;bUI when they relapse from it into infidelity they come to a hall in 
bewilderment. 'And if God willed He could take away their hearing and 
thcirsight,' i.e. because they ha\'e forsaken the truth after they knew it. 
'God is able to do all things.' 

Then HesaYI:'O men,worshipyourLord,' addressing bothunbelievers 
and hypocrites, i.e. acknowledge llis unity. 'Who created you and those 
before you, perchance you may ward off evil. Who has made the eanh a 
bed for you and the heaven a huilding, and sent down \\'IIter from heaven 
and has brought fonh fruil8thcrcby as food for you. So makellOt rivals of 
God when )'ou know (better)

, 
(los), i.e. do not usociate with God rivals 

which can neither profit nor harm when you know that you ha\'e no Lord 
that can feed you other than He, and you know that the monotheism to 
which the apostle calls you is the troth about which there is no doubt. 
'And if you are in doubt about that whieh We have sent down to our J67 
servant,' i.e. in doubt about what he hu brought you, 'then produce a 
tina like it and summon your witnQIICS other than God: i.e. whatever 
helpers you can get 'if you are trothlul; and if you do not and you cannol' 
for the truth has become clear to you, 'then fear hdl whosc fucl is men and 
stones' prepared for thc unbelievers,' i.c. for thO$c who are in a state of 
infidelity like you. 

Then he appeals to their interest and warlU them against brraking the 
covenant which He made with them in reference 10 Uis prophet when 

, hi.uid thlt thcotonc.·.,.",thoH worahippcd by.hepaKlnAnb-!. 
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I-Ic camc to thcm, and Ilc reminds them of the beginning of thcir creati on 
when He created them, and what happened to their forefather Adam and 
how he was dealt with for his disobcdicntc; then Hcsays:' 'Ochildrcn of 
Israe1,' addressing the Jcwish rabbis, 'Rcmembcr the fal'our I showed you,' 
i.e. l\Iycare for you and your falhen, wherel'-ith He deli'-cred them from 
Pharaoh and his army. 'And fulfil l'Ilycovcnant' which I placcd on your 
necks with regard 10 l'Ily prophct Al)mad when hc should comc to you_ 
'I shall fulfil :\ly part ofthe co,·enant.' I shall carry out what I promised 
you forbelic\"ing in and following him by rcmo\'ingtbc bonds and cl!ai ns 
which were upon )·our necks because ofthc liins which you had com
mitted. 'And stand in awe of Me,' i.e. lest I bring down on you what I 
broughtdownon your fathersbcforc you-thevengeance thatyouknowof. 
bcstial transformation and the like. 'And belicvc in what I havcscnt down 
confinning what you alrcady hal'c. and be not the first to disbcliel'e it' 
seeing that you ha,·c knowledge which others ha,·c not about it. 'And 
fear Me and do not mingle truth with falschood nor hide the truth which 
you know,' i.c.do not conceal the knowledge which you hal'c about l'lly 
apostle and what he has brought when you will find it with )·ou in what 
you know of the bookt which arc in your hands. 'Would you tell men to be 
good and forget to be so yourselves, you being readen ofscripture? Do 
you not undcrstand ?' i.e_ would you forbid men to di�bc1iel'e in the 
prophecy you hal'e and thc covenant of the Torah and abandon it yourscl I'es ? 
i.e. when you deny that it c:ontains My col'cnant with you thaI you must 
pronounce i\ly apostle to be true, and you break l\ly agreement"and you 
contradict what you know lo be in My book. 

368 Then He recounts thcir sins, mentioning Ihe calf and what they did 
with it; how !-Ie forgave them and pardoned Ihem; then their words 
'Show us God plainly' (306�; and how thc "orm came upon them because 
of thtir presumptuousness ; thenHe qukkened themafler theyhaddied; 
m-ershadowed them with the cloud, sent down 10 them manna and quails 
and said to thcm, 'Enter the gate with prostralions and sayl:li\la," j .e. uy 
what I command you, and I will remove your sins from you; and their 
changing that word making a mockcry of I-lis command; and Hi, forgil'ing 
them after tlt<:ir mockery (J07). 

With regard to their changing that wQrd, the apostle '-lid according 
to Ilhat $alil,l b. Kais:1n from $:l.lil:l, frcc"m�n of al-Tau'ama d. llmayya 
b. Khalaf from Ab'l Hurayra and IIOm�"One above suspicion from Ibn 
'Abhas: Theycnttred thc gate they wcrcordcred to enter ll'ith prostra
tions in a Lrowd uyinlZ, -Wheal is in thcharleY'(308). (He also reminded 
t�em of) l\loscs praying fur watcr for hi� TK.'Oplc and His commandi�g 
hlm 10 strike the rod \\lIh hiS �wlf �C1 that tit<: wllter gu.hw forth In 

369 tweh·estrcams, one forcach tribe tU llrink fmm, each tribe knowing Ihe 
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one from \\hich it was to drink. And their s.aying to Moses, 'We cannot 
bcaronekind offood. Pny to your Lord for us that He may bring fonh to 
us \'egetablcs which the elInh produces such as cucumbc� and com (J09) 
and beans and onions. Hes.aid: Will you exchange that which ;s bclter 
lor that which il baser! Go down to Egypt; thus you will get what you 
ask for.' They did not do so. Further how He nised the mountain above 
them I that they might receive what was brought to them ; and the bestial 
transformation when He made them into apes for their sins; and the cow 
which God .howed them in which thHe Wilt a lesson concerning the .lain 
man about whom they differed until God made clear to them his aRair 
after their repeated requests to Moses for a description of the cow; 
further the hardneas of their heana afterwards so that they were harder 
than stone. Then He said: 'There are rocks from which ri"ers gush fOrlh 
and there are rocks which split asunder and water comes out of them, and 
there are rocu which fall down forfear ofCod,' i.e. lOme rocks are softer 
than your hearts in regard to the truth to which you were called. 'And 
God is nOt unaware of what you do.' 

Then He said to Muhammad and tho..belie\·ers with him, causing them 
to de.pair of them: 'Do you hope that they will believe you when thue is a 
pany of them who listen to the word of God then change it altu they 
unde�tand it,doingso knowingly r Hi. saying 'They listen to the Torah" 
doea not mean that they all heard il, but only . party of them, i.e. a sel ected 
number according to what I was told by a Kholar. They said to Mosel 
Something hu come between us and the \';sion of God so let u. hear 
His word when He speaks to thee. Moses conveyed the request to God 
who said: Yes, command them to purify themseh'cs or to purify their 
clothing and to fut; and they did so. Then he brought them fonh to the no 
mountain, and when the cloud covered them MO$CS commanded them to 
prostrate themseh'es and his Lord spoke to him and they hellrd His voice 

�e�;l t�I::h:':��s:� �7t�i��!::������
lj::��7::1 :�':�:� 

he came 10 them a party of them changed the commandments they had 
been given ; and when Moses said to the Children of Israel, 'God has 
ordered you to do so-and-so,' they contradicted him and said that God 
had ordered lOmething else. It is they to whom God refers. 

Then God said: 'And when they meet those who believe they say 
We believe,' i.e. in your leader the apostle of God; but he (has been sent) 
to you alone. And when they go apan with one ulother they say, Don't 
talk to the Arabs about this for rou used to ask for \'ictory on:r lhc:m 
through him and he is of them. So God sent down concerning them 
'And when they meet those who believe they say, We believe. But when 
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they go apart with one another they say, Will you talk about what God has 
rcvealcd to you that they may contend with you about it bcfore your Lord ? 
I-Iave you no undcrstandingr i.e. maintain thaI he is a prophctsincc you 
know that God has made a covenant with you that you should follow him, 
while he tells rou that hcil the prophet whom we are cxpecting and find 
in our book. Oppose him and do not recognize him. Goduid:'Do they 
not know that God knows what they conceal and what they proclaim, 
and some of them are gentiles' who do not know the book but merely 

371 recite passages (310).' 'They only think they know,' i.e. they don't 
know the book and they do not know what i. in it, yet they oppose Ihy 
prophcthood on men: opinion. 'And theyaay the fire will not touch us 
except for a limited time. 8:1.Y, Ha\'c ye received a CO\'enant from God? ��;��

�
\�t break Ilis CO\'enant-or do you say what you do not know 

A freedman of Zayd b. 'l'Mbit told me as from 'lkrima or from �a'id 
b. Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbb: The apostle came 10 Medina when the Jews 
were saying that lhe world would last forsc\'en thousand yean and th3t 
God would only punish men in hell one day in the neXI world. forev"ry 
thousand in this world. There would be only scven days and then punish
ment would cease. So God sent down concerning this saying: 'And they 
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you say what you do not know about God? Nay whoso does evil and his sin 
encompaues him,' i.e. he who does as you do and disbelieves as you 
disbelieve, his unbelief encompas5CS the good he has acquired with God. 
'They are the people of hell; they will be there etemally,' i.e. for ever. 
'And those who do good, they are the people of paradise; th�y will he there 
eternally,' i.e. those who believe in whal you deny and do what you have 
left undone of His religion, They shall have paradise for ever. He :�thcm that the recompense for good and evil is eternal: it will nC\'er 

Then He aaid in blaming them, 'And when We made a covenant with the 
children of Israel,' i.e. your covenant. 'Worship none but God, show 
kindness to parents and to near relativcs, and to orphans and the poor, 
and speak kindly to men, and establish praytr and pay the poor-tax, 
thcnyou lUrned your bacb exccpt a fewor you. beinga\�rse:J i.e. you 
abandoned all that-nothing less. 'And when we made a covenant with 
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you, Shed notyour blood' {JII).' 'And do not tum (lOme of) your people' 
out of your dwellings. Then ye ratified it and you are witnesses thereof,' J7S 
i.e. that My oovensnt oondition troly binds you. 'Then you are they who 
kill your people and drive lOme of them from their houses, supporting 
one another againsl them byerime and transgrcssion,' i.e the polytheis ts, 
10 that they shed thcir blood along wilh them and drive them from their 
houses along with them. 'And if they came to you as prilOners you would 
ransom lhem' knowing that that is incumbent upon you in your religion, 
'while their expulsion i� forbidden to you' in your scripture. 'Will you 
believe in a pan of the scripture and disbelieve in another pant' i.e. 
will you nullOm them believing in one part and expel them disbelieving in 
another put? 'And what is the recompense of those of you who do that 
but shame in this world and on the day of rcsurrcction thcywill be ICflt to 
the sc,·erest punishment. For God is not unaware of what you are doing. 
These are they who buy this life at the price of the next life. Theirpunish
ment will not be lightened nor will they be helped.' Thus God blamed 
them for what they were doing, He having in the Torah prohibited 
them from shedding each other's blood and charged t1lem to redeem 
Iheir pri50ners 

There were two parties: The B. QaynuqA' and their adherent., allies of 
Khazraj; and al-NaQir and Qunp.a and their adherenll altiea of Aus. 
When there was war between AII • • nd Kha:traj the B. QaynuqJ' went out 
with Kha:tr3j, and al-NaQir and Qurana wilh Aus, each side helping his 
allies against his own brethren 50 that they shed eaeh Olher's blood, wh ile 
the Torah was in their hands by which they knew whal was allowed and 
what was forbidden them. Au! and Khazraj were polytheisil worshipping 371 
idolsknowingnothingabout paradise and hel1, thew.king andlhe resur
rection, Ihe scripturcs, the permitted and the forbidden. When the WlIr 
came to an end they ransomed Iheirpri50neT3 in acrordanee with thc Tora h 
each side redeeming those of their men who had becn captured by the 
other aide, disrcgllrding the bloodshed that had becn incurrcd in helping 
the polytheists. God said in blaming them for that: 'Will you believe in a 

��:� ��� :r:����a��� :i
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forbids you (0 00 10, killing him and driving him out of his house and 
helping the polylheist who wOT3hips idols inttead of God against him, all 
for the aake of this world's gain? According to my informalion thi s passage 
came down with reference to their behaviour with Aus and Khazraj. 

He continued: 'We ga"c Moses the scripture and We sent a�tlcs afler 
him and We gave Jcsus, Son ofMary,thcclear proofs,' i.e. the signs which 
were wrought by Him in raising the dead; forming the liken� of birds 
from clay and then breathing into them 50 that they became hirds hy 
COO's permission' healing Ihe sick; and news of many hidden things which 
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they stored in their houses; and His oonWting them from the Torah and 
the Gospel which God had created for llim.' Then he mentions their 
disbelief in al1 that and 63)'1: • Is it that whene"n there oom�'1I to you an 
apostle with what you do not like you act arrogantly; some )·ou dedare 
liars and some )'ou put lo dealh?' Then he sa)'s: 'And they said, Our 
hcaru are uncircumcised,' i.e. in oo,·erings. 'Nay, but God has cursed 
them for their unbelief. Little do the), believe. And when a seripture 
comes to them from God confirming what they already have, though 
before that they were asking for 3 victory o\'erthe unbdie\'crs, when there ::�:'e:

.'
them " hal they know they deny it. God's curse is on the un-

'�im b. 'Umar b. Qat�da told me that shaykhs of his people said 
This passage came down about us and them. We had got the better of 
them in the pagan era. we being pol)'theists and they scripture folk. They 

3N used to say to us. 'Soon a prophet will be llent whom we shall follow; his 
time is at hand. With his help we shall kill you like 'i\d and lram.' And 
when God sent His apostle from QUI"l)'lh and we followed him they 
denied him. God said: 'And when there comes to them what they know 
they deny it. God's curse is on the unbelievcrs. Wretched is that for 
which they sell themseh'es in disbelieving in what God has sent down, 
grudging that God should send down of His bounty upon whom He will of 
His servants,' i.e. that He should have given il to one who was not of them. 
'They ha,'e incurred angcr upon anger and for the unbelievers there is a 
shameful punishment'(311). 

The double anger is His anger at what they have disregarded of the 
Torah \\hich they had and His anger at their disbelie\'ing in this prophet 
whom God had sent to them.' Then He told them ofJ the raising of the 
mountain aoove them and their taking the calf as a god instead of their 
Lord. God then said: 's..y, If the lasl dwelling with God ia for you alone 
exduding others, then long for death if )'ou are truthful,' i.e. pray for 
death 10 which of the two panies is most false with God. And Ihey 
refused the apostle's suggestion. God said 10 His prophet: 'They will 
never long for it because of what their hands hal'e sent before them,'. 
i.e. because Ihey know about thee by the knowledge which they have 
and deny it, h is said that if they had longed (or it the day he uid that to 
them, not a lingle Jew would hne remained on the eanh but wouh.l ha'·e 
died. Then lie mentions their love of this life and of a long life and God 
said: 'Thou wilt find them the most eager of rnen for life',theJcws, 'e "en 
more than·the polytheists; each one would likt to livc a thousand years 
and to beallowcd to livclong would not remo,'e him from the punishm ent,' 
i.e. it would not ddil'er him from it. The reason is that the polytheist 
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the kidneys and the fat (except what was upon tbe back), for that uaed to be 
olfered in aacrifice and the fire consumed it." 

The apoetle wrote to the Jews of Khaybar according to wbat a freedman 
of the family of Zayd b. Thilbit told me from 'lkrima or from Sa'id b. 
Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbils: 'In the name of God the compassionate the 
merciful from Muhammad the apoetle of God friend and brother of 
Moses who confima what Moses brought. God aays to you, 0 scripture 
folk. and you will find it in your scripture "Muhammad is the apoet1e of 
God; and thOle with him are aevert 19ainst the unbelieven, merciful 

among themselves. Thou seeat them bowing, falling prostrate Ittking 
bounty and acceptance from God. Themarkoftheirprostratiolllis on their 
foreheads. Thatil their likeness in the Torah and in the Goapel like a 
seed which sendl forth its shoot and Itrengthel\!l it and it becomes thick 
and rises straight uponitsltalk delighting the lOwers that He may anger the 
unbelievers with them. God has promised those who believe and do well 
forgiveness and a grCllt reward.'" I adjure you by God, and by what 
He hasse:nt down to you, by the manna and quails He gave u food to your 
tribes before you, and by Hia drying up the sea for your fathen when 
He delivered them from Phanoh and hit worb, that you tell me, Do 

377 you find in what He has sent down to you that you should believe in 
Muhammad? If you do not find that in your scripture then there is no 
compulsion upon you. "The right path has �me plainly distinguished 
from error"J so I <:all you to God and His prophet' (313). 

Among those people concerning whom the Qunn came down, especially 
the rabbia and unbelieving Jews who used to ask him questions and annoy 
him in confusing truth with fa1schood-u I was told on the authority of 
'Abdullah b. 'Abbla and Jabir b. 'Abdullah b. Ri'ilb-was Abii Yilsir b. 
Akh�ab who pused by the apoetle as he was reciting the opening words of 
The Cow:· 'Alif, Lim, Mim, That is the book about which there is no 
doubt.' He came to his brother �Iuyayy who was with some other, Je ..... s 
and said; 'Do you know that I ha\'e heard Muhammad reciting in what has 
been sent down to him Alif Urn Mim, &e f' After expressing surprise 
l:Iuyayy and these men weDt to the apoaueand told him what had been 
reported to them and asked if Gabriel had brought the message from God. 
When heaaid that he had they said: God scnt prophets before you but we 
do not know of anyone of them being told how long his kingdom would 
laBt and how long hi. community would last. J:luyayy went up to his men 
and said to them: 'Alif i! t ;  Lilm is 30; and Mim is 40, Le. 71 years. Are 
you going to adopt a religion whose kingdom and community will laB! 

]78 for only 71 years :' Then he went to the apoetle and said, 'Ha\'e you any, 
thing elsc, Muhammad ?' 'Yes, Alif Urn Mim $ild.' 'This by God is 
morcweighty and longer: Alif I i Urn 30; Mim 40, !',tid 1)0, Le. 161 years ' 
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Similar qucsfionl were asked and answered in rcspect of Alif Urn Rla31; 
Alii Lam Mim Rla71; then he sa id, 'Your aituafion seems obscure to ua, 

Muhammad, &0 that we do nOf know whether you will have a short or 
long duration.' Then they left him. AbuYbiraaidtohil brotherl;fuyayy 
and the othert,'How do you know lhat all these totab should not be added 
together to make a grand total of 734 years?' They smwered, 'Hit; affair 
i,obscure to us.' They allege that these verltl came down in reference to 
them: 'The plain venes are the mother ohhe Dook;the rest are obscure." 

I heard a scholar above suspicion mentioning that Ihese vel"geS were sent 
down about the people of Najrln when meycame to  the apoetle to aU 
him about Jesua. Son of Mary. 

Muhauunad b. Abu Umima b. Sahl b.l;funayf told me that he had heard ��:� �:e�:'e�=n
k

t
n

!::n��ut a number of Jews, but he di d not explain 

According to what I heard from 'Ikrima, freedman of Ibn 'Abbas or 
from Sa'id b. Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbas, Jews used to hope that the 
apostle would be a help to them against Aus and Khnraj before his mission 
began; and when God sent him from among the Arab. mey dubelieved. 
in him and contradicted what they had iormerlyaaid about him.' MU'ldh 
b. Jabal and Dishr b. al-Barl'b. Ma'n1rbrother ofthe B. Salama said t 0 
them: '0 jews, fear God and become Mus.iims, for you used to hope for 
Muhauunad'she1p against uswhenwe were polytheilts andto tellu.lhat 3'19 
he would be sent and describe him to us.' Sallm b.Miahkam,one ofB. 
al-NaQir,said,'He has not brought us anything we reeognize and he is 
not the one we lpoke of to you.' So God sent down about that Ilying of 
theirs: 'And whcn a book cornea to them from God confirming what they 
have, though beforehand they were aslcing for help against those who 
disbelieve, when there came to them what fhey knew, they disbelieved in 
it, &0 God'scune rests on the unbelievert.'J 

Mllik b. al-$ayf'said when the apostle had been sent and they were 
reminded of the condilion that had be=. imposed on them and what God 
had covenanted with them conceming him, 'No covenant was ever made 
with us about Muhammad.' So God sent down conceming him: 'It it not 
��a

t
�;�e�:v�:ttl;;;t:.�,� a covenant a party of them set it aside? Nay most 

Abu $alubl al-Fityuni said to the apostle: '0 Muhammad, you have 
nOt brought us lOything we reoogniu, and God has not sent down to you 
any sign that we should follow you.' So God sent downconceming hil :�::� ��V:

h
;�v� sent down to thee plain sign. and only evildoers dil-

R;Ifi'b. l:J.uraymila and Wahbb. Zayd aald to the apostle, 'Bring us a 
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book; bring it down to us from heaven that we may read it; bring out 
rivers f o r u s fromthe earth,then wewill followyou and believe in you.' 
So God sent down concerning that: 'Or do you wish to question your 
apostle as Moses was questioned aforetime;he who exchanges faith for 
unbeliefhas wandered fromthe straight road'(JI4).' 

l:Iuyayy and Abu Yilsir were the most implacable enemies of the Arabs 
when God chose to send them an apostle from among themselves and they 

380 used to do all they could to tum men away from Islam. So God sent down 
concerning them: 'Many of the scripture folk wish to make you unbelievers 
again after you have believed being envious on their own account after the 
troth has bei.:ome plain to them. But forgive and be indulgent until God 
shall give you His orders. God can doanything.'� 

When the Chriltians of Najrm came to the aposde the Jewish rabbis 
came also and they disputed one with the other before the apostle. Rafi' 
aaid,'You have no standing,' and he denied Jesus and the Gospel; and a 
Christian said to the Jews, 'You have no standing' and he denied that 
Moses was a prophet and denied the Torah. So God sent down conceming 
them: 'The Jews say the Christians have no standing; and the Christians 
say that Jews have no standing, yet they read the scriptures. They do not 
know what they are talking about. God will judge between them on the 
dayof resurrectionconcetning theircontroversy,'i.e.each onercadsinhis 
book the confirmation of what he denies, so that the Jews deny Jesus 
though they have the Torah in which God required them by the word of 
Moses to hold Jesus true; while in the Gospel is what Jesus brought in :��:;���
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h
�:�h:r�e brought from God: so each one 

R!fi' said: 'If you are an apostle from God as you say, then ask God to 
speak to us so that we may hear His voice.' So God revealed concerning 
that: 'And those who do not know say, Why does not God speak to us or a 
sign come to us 1 ThOlle who wert before them said the same. Their minds 
are just the same. We have made the signs clear to a people who are sure.' 

'AbdulJah b. $uriyi,the one-eyedman, said to the apostle, 'The only 
guidance is to. be found with us, &0 follow us, Muhammad, and you wi]( 

381 be rightly guided.' The Christians said the same. So God sent down 
concerning them both: 'And they say, Be Jews or Christians then you 
will be rightly guided. Say, Nay, the religion of Abraham a IJolli/who was 
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you will not be asked about what they used to do.'J 
And when the qib/o was changed from Syria to the }(a'ba-it was 

changed in Rajab at the beginning of the seventeenth month after the 
apQstle's amv:'" in Medina-Rif.fa b. Oays; Oardam b. 'Amr; Ka'b b. 
al.Ashraf; Riifi' b. Abu Riifi'; al-l;Iajj�j b. 'Ann, an ally of Ka'b's; al-Rabi 
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b . •  1_R.bi' b. Abu'I-l:Iuq.yq; and KinIn, b. aI-R.bI' b. Abu'l-J:luqayq 
came to the apostle asking why he had turned his baek orl the qibla he 
uscdto faeewhc:n he.lleged th.t he followed the religion of Abraham. If 
he would return to the qibla in Jerusalem they would follow him and d�lare 
hirnto be true. Their sole intentiort W1l5 to seduee him from his religion, 
110 God sent down concerning them: 'The foolish people will say: What 
made them tum their b.ek on the qibla th.t they formerly observed? 
Say, To God belong. the cut and the west. He guides whom He will to the 
.Itr�ight path. Thus we ha\'e made you a central community that you may 
be witnesses againat men and that the.poslle m.y be. witness.gainst 
you. And

.
we.ppointed th� qiblawhich thou didst for;nerly observe only 

that we might know who WIll follow the apostle from him who turns upon 
his heels,' i.e.totest andfind themout. 'Truly it wu a hard test except for 
those whom God guided,' i.e. a temptation, i.e. those whom Allah t'Stab

lished.'ltwllSnotAllah's purpose tomakeyour faith,·.in,' i.e.yourfaith 
in the firstqibla, your belicving your prophet, and your following him t 0 
thelaterqiblaand yourobeyingyourprophettherein, Le. so that h e maygivc 
you the reward of both of them. 'God is kind and compassionate to men.' 

Then God said, 'We sometim es see thee turning thy face IOwards 
heaven and We will make thee tum towards a qiblo which will please thee; 
so tum thy face towards the I-acred mosque and wherever you are turn 
your faces towards it' (315). 'Those who hl\"e received the scripture know Jh 
th.tit is the truth from their Lord,and God is not unmindful of what the y 
do. If thou didst bring to those who have the scripture every sign they 
would not follow thy qib/a and thou wouldst not follow their qibla nor 
would some of them follow the qibla of othel"l!. If thou shouldst follow 
their desires after the knowledge which has come to thee then thou :O�d��::t�h:v!l::;�'

rs
�,r.r as the words '11 is the truth from thy Lord 

Mu'idh b. Jabal and Sa'd b. Mu'idh brotherofB.'Abdu'I-Ashhal, an d 
Khlrij.b.Zayd brother ofB.al-l;Iirith b.al-Khazraj,·asked someofthe 
Jewish rabbis.bout something in the Torah and they concealed it from 
them and refused to tell them anything about it. So Cod sem down about 
them: 'Those who conceal the proofs and guidance We have sent down after 
We have made it plain to men in the book, Cod will CU� them and those 
who cu�willcunethem.' 

The apostle summoned the Jewish scripture folk to Islam and made it 
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religion or their fathers, for they were more leamed and better men than 
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notbing and were not rightly guided?' 

'Sura •• I� 



1'he Life ofll1uhommaJ 

When God smote Ourayah at Badr, the apostle assembled the JeWll in the 
market of the B. QaynuqI' when he came to Medina and called on them to 
accept Islam bdore God should treat them as he had treated Quraysh. 
They answered, 'Don't deceive yourself, Muhammad. You have killed a 
number of inexperienced Quraysh who did not know how to fight. But 
if you fight us you will learn that we are men and that you have met your 
equal.' So God sent down concerning their words: 'Say to those who 
disbelieve, You will beddeated and gathered into hell,awrclched resting_ 
place. You had a sign in the two parties which met: one pany fought in the 
way of God and the other was unbelieving seeing twice their number with 
their very eyes. God will Slrengthen with His help whom He will. In that 
there is a warning for the observant." 

The apostle emered a Jewish school where there was a number of Jews :�d
h
::led them to God. AI-Nu'mIn b. 'Amr and a1-J:llrith b. Zayd said 

'What is your religion, Muhammad? 
'The religion of Abraham: 
'But Abraham was a Jew.' 
'Then let the Torah judge between us.' 
Tltey refused, and so God sent down concerning the.m: 'Hast thou not 

seen how those who have received a portion of scripture when im'ited to 
God's book that it may judge between them, a party of them tum their 
hadts in opposition. That is because they say, The fire will not touch us 
except for a limited time. What they were inventing has decei\'ed them in 
their religion.' 

The Jewish rabbis and the Christians of Najriin, when they were together 
J!4 before the apostle, broke into disputing. The rabbis said that Abraham 

was nothing but a Jew. The Christians said he was nothing but a Christian; 
so God rc vealed concerning them: '0 Sctipture folk, Why do you argue 
about Abraham when the Torah and me Gospel were not sent down until 
after his time? Can it be that you do not understand? llebold,you are 
they who argue of what you know something, but why do you argue 
about what you know nothing? God knoWll but you do not know. Abraham 
was neither a Jew nor a Chrislian but he was a Muslim &anif and he was 
not a polytheist. Those who are the nearest to Abraham arc those who :::::

e
�� and this prophet and Ihoac who bdie\'e, God being the friend of 

'Abdullah b. �ayf and 'Adiy b. Zayd and al-J:larith b. 'Auf agreed 
among themselves that theyahould affect to belie\'e in what had been sent 
down to Muhammad and his oompaniorui at one time and deny it at another 
so as to confuse them, with the object of getting them to follow their 
example and give up hit religion. So God sent down ooncerning them: 
'OScripture folk,whyconfuae yethe true with the false and conceal the 
truth which you know? Some of the Seripture folkaaid,Believeinlhat 
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which hall been sent down to those that believe at the beginning orlhe 
day and deny it at the end of lhe day; perhaps they will go back (on it). 
Believe only in one who folloW!! your uligion. Say, The guidance is 
Cod'. guidance that anyone should be given the like of what you have 
been given or that they may argue with you before their Lord. Say: the 
bouncy is in the hand of Cod. He giveth it 10 whom he pleases and Cod is 
all-embracing and all.knowing." 

Abu Rifi' a1·Qura;i &aid when the rabbis and the Christiana from 
Najrin had assembled before the apostle and he invited them 10 Islam, 
'00 you want us, l','Iuhammad, to 'worship you as the Christians y .. orship 
Jesus, Son of Mary?' One oflhe Christiana cslled al.Ribbis(oral.Rtsor 
al.Ra'is) said, 'Is that what you want of ua and invite us to, Muhammad?' 
or words to that elfect. The apostle replied, 'God forbid that l ahould 
worahip anyone but God or order that any but He should be wOTihipped. 
God did not send me and order me to do that' or words to that elfect. So 
God sent down concerning their words: 'No mortal to whom God has 
sent a book and authority and prophecy could &ay to men,Worahip me 
innead of God; but Be leamed in that)'outeachthe bookandin that you 
ltudyit' as faru the word. 'after ye had become !\1uslims' (316).1 

'And he did not command you to take the angels and propheu as 385 
�r�:ii

��?uld He command you to disbelieve after you had become 

Then he mention. how God had imposed on them and on their propheu 
the obligation to bear witneSito his truth when he carne to them and their 
taking that upon themseh'e. and heu)'1: 'When God made Hilcovenant 
with the prophets (He aaid) Behold that which I ha,'e given you-a book 
and wisdom. Then when an apostle ahall come to you confirming what 
you have, you shall believe in him and help him. He said, Do you ague 
and uke upon yourselves my burden? They answcred, We agree. He said, 
Thenbear witness,l beingwith you as a witnell'to theendofthe paasage. 

Shb b. Qa)'s, who was an old man hardened in unbelief and most 
bitter against the Muslims and exceeding en\'ious of them, passedby a 
number of the apostle's companions from AUI and Khazraj in a meeting 
while they were lalking together. When he uw their a milY and unity and 
their happy rclations in Islam after their enmity in pagan times he was 
filled with rage and aaid; 'The chiefs ofU, Qayla in this country having 
united there will be no firm place for us with them.' So he gaveordera to a 
Jewish youth who was with them to go to them and sit with them and 
mention the battle of BU'Ath and the precedinge\'ents, and recite toth em 
lOme of the poetry composed by each side. 

Now at the baule of Bu'ith Aus and Khazraj fought and the vielory 
Went to Aus who were commanded at the time by l;Iuc;layr b. Sim1k 386 
Il·Ashhali the father of Usayd b.l;luc;layr, Khazrajheingled by'Amrb.a1· 
Nu'm�n al.Bayic,il,and both werekilledhI7). 
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The youth did so. Thereupon the people began to talk and to quarrel 

and to boast until two men of the two clans leapt up, Aus b. Qay�l of B. 
l:lliritha b. l:llirith of Aus and Jabblir b. !;iakhr of B. Salama of Khazraj. 
They began to hold forth against each other until one of them said, 'If 
you wish we will do the same again.' Thereupon bothtidesbecameenraged 
and said, 'We will. Your meeting-place is outside-that being the volcanic 
tract-To arms I To arms!' So out they went and when the new. reached 
the apostle he went out with such of the emigrants as were with him and 
said to them: '0 Muslims, remember God. Remember God. Will you 
act as pagana while I am with you after God has guided you to Islam and 
honoured you thereby and made a clean break with paganism; delivered 
you thereby from unbelief; made you friends thereby I' Then the people 
realized that the dissension was due to Satan and the guile of their en emy. 
They wept and the men of Aus and Khazraj embraced one another. Then 
they went off with the apostle, attentive and obedient, God having 
quenched the guile of the enemy of God Shill b. Qays. So God sent down 
concerning him, and what he did: 'Say: o Scripture folk, why doyou deny 
God's signs while God is witness of what you dol Say, 0 Scripture folk, 

387 why do you keep those who believe from God', way wishing to make it 
crooked when you are witnesses and God is not unmindful of what you 
are doingl,J 

God lent down concerning Aus and Jabblir and the people who were 
with them when Shill brought back for a moment the atmosphere of 
pagan days, '0 you who believe, if you obey some of those 10 whom a 
book hn been given they will make you unbelievers again after your 
faith. How can you disbelieve when God's verses are read to you and His 
apostle ia with youl He who holds fast 10 God is guided to a straight path . 
Oye who believe, fear God as He ought to be feared and die not except as 
Muslims' as far as the words 'Those shall have a painful punishment'. 

When Abdullah b. Sallim, Tha'laba b. Sa'ya, and Usayd b. Sa'ya, and 
Asad b. 'Ubayd and other Jews beeame Muslims and believed and werc: 
earnest and firm in Islam, the rabbis who disbelieved said Ihat it wason Iy 
the bad Jews who believed in Muhammad and followed him. Had they 
been good men they would not have forsaken Ihr religion oftheir fathen 
and adopted another. So God sent down concerning what they had said: 
'They are not (all) alike: of the scripture folk there is an uprightcommun ity 
who read God's verses in the night season prostrating themselves (318).> 
They believe in God and the last day and enjoin good conduct and forbid 
evil and vie with one another in good works. Those are Ihe righteous.' 

Some Muslims remained friends with the Jews because of the tie of 
mutual protection and alliance which had subsisted between them, so 
God sent down concerning them and forbidding them to take them as 

388 intimate friends: '0 you who believe, do not choose those outsrde your 
community as intimate friends. They will spare no pains to corrupt yoU 
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longing for your ruin. From their mouths hatred hu already ahown itself 
2nd what their breasts conceal is guater. We have made the sig� plain 
to you if you will undentand. Behold you love them but they love not 
you md you bclie\'e in the boolr.-all of it,'1 i.e. you believe in their boolr. 
and in the books that were before that while tbey deny your book,so that 
you have more right to hate them than they to hate you. 'And when they 
meet you theyuy, We believe and when thcy go apanthcy bite their 
fingenagainstyou inngt. SaY,Diemyourrage',&c. 

Abl1Bakrwentinto a Jcwiah achool and found a goo<1 many men gathered 
round I cenlin 1in!].lf, one of their lelmed rabbi., and another rabbi 
called Athya'. Abu Bakr cilled on the former to fcar God and b«ome . 
Muslim because he knew that Muhammad wu the .postle of God who 
h.d brought the ttuth from Him II"d tb.t they would find it written in the 
Torah andtbe Gospel. Fin!]. ... replied: 'We .re not poor compared to 
Allah but He il poor compared to UI. We do not humble oursclvet to 
Him as He humbles Himself to ut; we Ire independent of Him while He 
needs u •. Were He independent of us He would not ad UI to lend Him 
our money as your master pretend., prohibiting you to take interett and ���::!.��"to. Had He been independent of us He would not have given 

Abu Bakr wuenraged and hit Finttlf hlrd in the f.ce,lIying, 'Were 
it not for the treaty between us I would cut off your head,you enemy of 
Allahl' Fin!]. ... immediately went to the apoatle and u.id, 'Look. Muham
mad, at what your companion hu done: The apottle asked Abu Bur 
what hid impelled him to do such I thing and he an.wered: 'Tbe enemy 
of Allah .poke blasphemy. He .Ucged th.t AUah wu poor and th.t they 389 
were rich .ndIwIISlOangry tbatIhithis flce.' Finttlfcontradicted this 
.nd denied that he had said it, 10 Allah v.nt do\\'D refuting him and con
tinning whit Abil Bakt h.d uid: 'AII.h has heard the .peech of those who 
lIy: "Allah is poor and we are rich.". Welhall write what theyuyand 
their killing the propheu wrongfully and we .hall lIy, Taste the punilh
mentof burning." 

And there came down concerning Abu Bakrand the anger that he felt: 
'And you will cen.inly hear from those who received the book before you 
and from the polytheisu much wrong but if you penevere and fear God 
that iB of the steadfastnen of thinp.' 

Then He said concerning what Finl:l ... and the other rabbi. with him 
aaid: 'And when God laid a charge upon those wbohad rettived the book 
You are to m:ake it dear to men and not to conceal it. they cast it behind 
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Nu'man h. A�ii' and Bal;nT b. 'Arnrand Sha's h. 'Adiy came to the apostle 
393 and he invited them to come to God and warned them of His vengeance. 

They replied: 'You cannot frighten us, Muhammad. We Ire the IOns and 
the belovedofGod' asthe Christianl say. So God &eJ\t down concerning 
them: 'And the Jews and the Chrutians say, We are the sora and the 
beloved of God. Say, Then why doet He puniJh you for your sins? 
Nay you are but mortals of those He has created. He pardons whom He 
willind He punishes whom He will and to God belongt the kingdom of the 
heavelU and the earth and what lie. between them and to Him i$ the 
journeying.'1 

The a�tle invited the Je ...... to Islam and made it Ittractive to them 
and " .. rned them of God'ajealoUlly and His retribution; but they repulscd 
him and denied what he brought them. MU'ildh b. Jabal and Sa'd b. 
'UbIda and 'Uqba b. Wahb lIid to them: 'Fear God, for you know right 
well that he is the apostle of God and you uscd to speak of him to us before 
his minion and describe him to us.' RAfi' b. J:luTllymiia and Wahb b 
Yahiidhil said, 'We never said that to you, and God hu ICnt down no 
book aince Moses nor sent an evangdist or warner after him.' So God 
scnt down concerning their words: 'Oacripture folk,our apostle has come 
to you to make thinp plain to you after a ceuation of apostles le5t you 
should lIy: No evangelist and no warner haa come to us when an evangelist 
and warner has come to you (now). God i, able to do all thinp.' 

Then he rccounted to them the storyofMOSCI and their opposition to 
him, and how they disobeyed God's commands through him so that they 
wandered in the wilderness fony years Ii I punishment. 

Ibn Shih5b al-ZuhrT told me that he heard a learned man of Muzayna 
telling Sa'idb. al-Musayyab thatAbii Hurayra had told them that lewis h 
TlIbbis had g1Ithered in their school when the apostle came to Medina. 
A married man had committed adultery wilh a married woman and they 
said: 'Send them to Muhammad and ask him what the law about them i. 
and lea\'e the pcnalty to him. If he prcscrihcs lajbih (which is scourging 
with a rope of palm fibre smeared .with p�tch, the bllckeni�g of th�ir 

39. faces, mounting on twO donkeys WIth theIr faces to the ammal's tall) 
then follow him, for he is a king and hclieve in him. If he prescribes 
stoning for them, he is I prophet 10 beware lest he depriv� you of wha.t �'ou 
hold.' They brought th� pair to Muhammad Ind explamed the pos1l10n. 
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wilh him he put him on his oalh as 10 whether the Torah did not prescribe 
Itoning far adulterers. 'Yel,' he said, 'they know right well, AbO'[.Quim, 
that you are a prophet sent (by God) but they envy you.' The aposlle 
went out to them and commanded that the two should be stoned and they 
were stoned It the door of hi, mosque among B. Ghanm b. MAlik b. 
ai.NajjAr. Mterwsrds Ibn $uriyA disbelie"ed and denied that the apostle 
wu a prophet. So God lent down concerning them: '0 apostle, let not 
thase who vie with one another in unbelief sadden thee, thole who say 
with their mouths, We believe, but their hean, do not believe, those 
Jews who lilten to lies, listening for other people who do not come to 
thee: i.e. thOte who sent othen Ind atayed behind themaelvessnd ga\'e 
them orden to change the judgement from it. context. Then He aaid: 
'They change words from their places, saying, If thia be given to you 39S 
receive it, and if it il not given to you, i.e.theltoning, beware of it',&c. 

Muhammad b. Tal�a b. Yaztd b. Rukina from Ismi'il b. IbrAhim from 
Ibn 'AbbAs told me that the apostle ordered them to be stoned, and they 
were stoned at the door of hia mGJque. And when the Jew felt the fint 
Itone he crouched O\'er the woman to protect her from'the atones until 
both of them were kiUed. This il what God did for the apostle in exacting 
the penalty for adultery from the pair. 

$ilil;l. b. Kaisln from Nifi', freedman of 'Abdullah b. 'Umar from 
'Abdullah b. 'Umar, told me: Whentheapostle gave judgement about them 
heulr.edfor aTorah. Arabbintthere reading ith.vingpUlhilhand over 
theverseof lloning. 'Abdul1ahb.Salim ltruclr.lherabbi'lhand,nying, 
'Thil, 0 prophet of God, il the verse of Itoning which he refuses to reid 
to you.' The aposde said, 'Woe to you Jew. I What has induced you to 
abandon the judgement of God which you hold in your hands l' They 
answered: 'The aentence used to be carried out until a man of royal birth 
and noble origincommitted.dulteryand the king refused to allow him to 
be stoned. Later another man conunitted aduhery and the king wanted 
him to be atoned but they said No, not until you stone lO·and·lO. And 
when they uid that to him they agrcc4 to arrange the matter by tajbih and 
they did away with all mention of stoning.' The apostle said: 'I am the 
fint to revive the order of God and His book and to practise it.' They �:ec1::�ned and 'Abdullah b. 'Umar said, 'I was among those that 

Da'ud b. II.l;Iu,ayn from 'Ikrima from Ibn 'AbbAs said that the verses 
of The Table in which God said: 'Then judge between them or withdraw 
from them and if you withdl1lw from them they will do thee no harm. And 
if thoujudgeat,judge ..... :ith fairneal,forGod loveththose who dealfairly' 396 
were sent down concerning the blood-money between B.al-Na4ir and B. 
Qura�. Those alain from B. al.Nac;lir were leaden and they "''anted the 
whole bloodwit while B. Qura)'fl wanted half of it. They referred the 
matter for arbitration to the apostle, and God lent down that passage 
concerning them. The apostle ordered that the matter should hc:settlcd 
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know that there is another god with God?' Thc apostle answered: 'God, 
there is no God but He. With that (message) I W2S sent and that I pruch.' 
God sent down concerning their words: 'Say, What is the greatest testi
mony? Say God is witness between me and you, and this QUrin has betn 
revealed 10 me that I might warn you by il and whomsoever it reaches. 
Do you aCluallyttslify Ihatwith God Ihere are other gods? Say, I do not 
testify to that. Say He is only One God, and I dissociate myself from what 
you associate (with Him). Those to whom We sent the book know it as 
they know their own sons. Thosc:whodestroy themsclves",illnotbclie\·e." 

Rifli'a and Suwayd had hypocritically affected to embrace Islam and 
some of the Muslims were friendly with them. So God sent down con
cerning these two men: '0 Believers, choose not as friends those who have 
choscn yourteligion to malr:e a jest and game of it from among thosc:who 
received the scripture before you, nor the unbelievers, and fear God if 3911 
you are believers',as far as Ihe words 'And whcn they come to you Ihey 
say, We believe, bul Ihey came in in unbelidand they wentoU! with it and 
God knows bcst about what they are concealing." 

Jabal and Shamwil came to the apostlc and said: 'Tell us when the hour 
"'ill bc ifyou are a prophet as you say.' So God sent down conceming 
them: 'They will ask you about the bour .... hen it .... ill come to pass. Say, 
only my Lord knows of it. None but He will reveal it at its proper time. 
Jt is heavy in the heavens and Ihe earth. Suddenly will it come upon you. 
They will ask you as though you knew about it, Say Only God knows 
about il,but m06t men do not know'J (p2). 

Salltim and Nu'mtin b. Aufli and l\h�mad b. Di�ya and Sha'lI and 
Mllik came and said 10 him: 'How can we follow you when you have 
abandoned our Qibla and you do nOt allege that 'Uzayr is the son of God l' 399 
So God sent down concerning these words: 'The Jews say that 'Unyr 
is the son of God and the Christians say the Mcssiah is the son of God 
ThaI is what thcy say with their mouths copying the speech of those: who 
disbclie\·ed aforetime. God fight thcm! !-low perverse they ate' to the 
end of the passagc' (323). 

Ma�mud b. Say�an and Nu'min b. AI,i!i' and Ba�ri and 'Uzayr and 
Saillim came to him and said: 'Is it truc, Muhammad, that whal you ha,·e 
brought is the truth from God? For our part we cannot sec that it is 
arrangcd as the Torah is.' He answercd, 'You know quite well that it is 
from God; you ",ill find it written in the Torah which you hne. If men 
andjinn camc to�ther lo produce its like they .. :ould not.' Fjn�and 
'Abdullah b, $uriyAand Ibn $aluMand Kiniina b.al Rabl' andAshya' 
and Ka'b b. al-Asad and Shamwil and Jabal were there and theyaaid: 
'Did neither men nor jinn tell you this, Muh2IlUJlad?' He said: 'You know 
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well that it is from God and that I am the apostle of God. You will find 
it written in the Tonh you ha\·e.' They said: 'When God sends an apostle 
He does for him what he wishes, 10 bring down a book to us from hea\'en 
that we may read it and know what it is, otherwise we will produce one 
like the one you bring.' So God sent down concerning their words: 
'Say, Though men andjinn should meet to produce the like of this Qura n 
they would not produce its like though one helped the othcr"(314). 

400 I�u)'ayy, Ka'b, Abu RiUi.', Ashya', and Shamwit said to 'Abdullah b. 
Salftm when he became a Muslim, 'There is no prophecy among the Arabs, 
but your master is a king.' Then they went to the apostle and asked him 
about Dhii'I-Qarnayn and he told them what God had sent him about 
him from what he had already narrated 10 Quraysh. They were of those 
who ordered Ouraysh to ask the apostle about him when they sent al.Naqr 
and 'Uqba to them.' 

I was told that Sa'id b. Jubayrsaid: A number ofJewscamc:to theapoatle 
and aaid: 'Now, Muhammad, Allah created creation, but who created 
Allah?' The apostle W1l1l 10 angry that his colour changed and he rushed 
at them being indignant for his Lord. Gabriel came and quietened him 
saying, 'Calm yourself, 0 Muhammad.' And an answer to what they asked 
came to him from God: 'Say, He God is One. God the Eternal. He 
begetteth not neither is He begotten and there is none equal to Him.'J 
When he recited that to them they said, 'Describe His shape to us, 
Muhammad; his forearm and his upper arm, what are they like l' The 
apostle was more angry than before and rushed at them. Gabriel came to 
him and spoke as before. And an answer to what they asked came to him 
from God: 'They think not of God as He ought to be thought of; the 
whole earth will be in His grasp at the day of resurrection and the heavens !:c�a:P ��

t
��

i
��tt hand. Glorified and Exalted is He above what they 

'Utba b. Muslim freedman of Ihe B. Taym from AbU Salama b. 
'Abdu'l-Ral,lmm from Abu Hurayra told me: I heard the apostle say, 
'Men question their prophet' to luch an extent that one would almost 
uy, Now God created creation, but who crealed God? And if they say 
that, say ye: He God is One,' &c. Then lei a man spit three times to the 
left and say 'I take refuge in God from Satan the damned'{J1S}. 

A DEPUTATION FROM TilE CHRISTIANS O F  NAJRAN 

A deputation from the Christians of Najrin came to Ihe apostle. There 
.... ere sixty riders, fourteen of them from their nobles of whom three were 
in control of affairs, namely (a) Ihe 'Aqibthe leader ofthe people,aman 
of aifaia, and their chief adviaer whose opinion go\'erned their polic)', 
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We have crcated and \Ve have decreed, and they say, If I-Ie were one he 
would have said I have done, I havecreated,and soon,but Heis He and 
Jesus and Mary. Concerning all these assertions the Quran came down. 

When the two divines spoke to him the apostle .aid to them, 'Submit 
youl'1elves." They said, 'We have submitted.' He said: 'You have not 
submitted, 10 submit.' They said, 'Nay, but we lubmitted before you.' 
He said, 'You lic. Your assertion that God hall a IOn, your worship of the 
cI'QIS,and your eatingpork hold you back from submission.' They said, 
'But who is his father, Muhammad?' The apostle was silent and did not 
answer them. So God scnt down concerning their words and their in_ 
coherencc the beginning ofthe siira of the Family of 'Imr.1n up to more 
than eighty verses, and He said: 'AUf Urn Mim. God there is no God but 
He the Living the Ever-existenl." Thus the liira begins with the statement 
that lIe tranfCCtlds what they say, and His oneness in Cll'ation and autho
rity, without associate therein, in refutation of the infidelity they ha\'e 
invented, and their making rivals to Him; and using their own arguments 
against them in referencc to their mallter to show them their error thereby . 
'God there is no God but He,' no associate is with Him in His authority. 
'The Living the Ever--existent,' the living Who cannot die, whereas Jesus 

.J04 died and Wall crucified according to their doctrine; 'The E\'er--existellt' on e 
who remains unceasingly in the place of His sovereignty in His creation, 
whereas Jesus, according to their doctrine, remm'ed from the place where 
he was and went from it elsewhere . •  He has brought down to thee the book 
in truth,' i,e, with the truth about which they differ, 'And He sent down 
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the Criterion,' i.e. the distinction between truth and falsehood about 
which the secu differ in regard to the natureJ of Jesus and other rnatters. 
'Those who disbelieve in God's signs will have a severe punishment. God 
is Mighty, Vengeful,' i.e. God will take vengeance on all who deny His 
signs, after knowing about them and about what comes from Him in them. 
'Nothing in heaven or earth i. hidden from God,' i.e. He knows what they 
intend and scheme and what comparison they seek to establish in their 
doctrine of Jesus when they make him God and Lord, when they possess 
the knowledge that he i5 nothing of the kind, thus behaving with in solenee 
and infidelity. 'He it is who foma you in Ihe womb as lie pleases: i.e. 
Jesus was one who was formed In the womb-they do nOl attempt to deny 
thai-like e\'ery other child of Adam, so how can he be God when he had 
occupied such a place? Then He s.ays, to lift Ws transccndence and 
His essential Unity above what they put with Him, 'There is no God but 
He the Mighty the Wise.' The Mighty in Ilis victory over those who deny 

' Theonlin ... ,. m .. nin�oftbo won! muOllland ht�, M"hommao;l,otcou .. ".mn.n, 
'Ik<>omt M".Hm.·, The Chrisu. ... on."·"� ,ho, ,h.". had Il,oo<ly ."bm;n«l ",,:moehu 
'0 Cod-eee .. ho,,,·o . .. id on p. '19 ' J. t. 

J NOIintbo '�I .. .,..., tho<qh "ndouhtedl,. .hri .. oJop:aI diff"rm«l fonn the 
buqround of.hi . .... Q 
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plain verses: they arc the core' of the book', in them is thcdi"ineargume nt, 
the protection of (His) crcaturcs, and Ihe thrusling asidc of controver$ y 
and falsehood, Thcsc arc not subjecl 10 rnodification or alterationJ in the 
meaning which hasbeengh·cn. 'Andothe�ar" obscure', theyarc subject 
to modification and interpretation. By them God tests His creatures as He 
tests them with things permitted and forbiddcn that they should not be 

changcd into what is fals.eand altered by declining from thc truth. 'But 
as to those in whose hearts is a devi�tion,' i.e. turning away from truc 
guidance, 'they follow what is ambiguous,' i.c. what can be otherwise 
interpreted to lubstantiate thcrebywhat thcy have im'cnted and intr oduced 
anew that they may have an argument and a plausible reason for their doc • 
trine, 'desiringjitlla,' i.e. confusion, and 'desiring an arbitrary intcrpr eta· 
tion: e.g. the error they adopted in explaining '\\'e created' and 'W e 
decreed'. 'And none knows its interpretation,' i.e. what thcy mcan by it, 

'except God; and thosegroundcd in knowledge. They say, We believc in 
it. E\'erything comes from our Lord.' So how can thcre be any contro· 
ve�ywhen it is one specch from one Lord? Then they carry O\'cr the -40J 
interprctation of the obscure to the plain which can havc only one meaning 
and thus thc book becomes consistent, one part confirming anothcr, the 
argumcnt effective and the case clcu; falsehood is excludcd and unbelief 
i, overcome. 'None but the intelligent take heed' in this way. '0 Lord, 
Suffer not our hearts togo astray after Thou hast guided us,' i.e. Do not lc!l 
our hcanBlwerve, though we swerve aside through our sins. 'Grolnt us 
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of knowledge too' contrary to what theyuy 'subsistinge\'er injustice ,' i.e 
in equity. 'There is no God but He tht Mighty the Wise. The religion 
with God is Islam,' i.e. the religion you practise, 0 Muhammad, acknow
ledging the oncncss of God and confirming the apostles. 'Those to whom 
the book was brought differed only aftcrknoll'ledge had comc to thcm,' i.e. 
that which came to thee, namely that God is One without associatc, 
'through transgression among themsc:lI'c8. And whosoc\'Crdisbclievcs in 
God'. revelations-God is swift to take into account. And if they argue 
with thee,' i.e. with the false doctrine Ihey produce about 'We created,: 

, Li�. '�ho< _IMr' 
• Tho< 1 _ _  rd. uocd, ItJfrifond I�f, arc not .J .... y. cl ... 'tydefinro by ,ho< Anb ......., • 

..... n .. '''". L.. ... .. ylId""'ho< l"I,ifor.ho< .... noro rnn.N·'h� ... .,.inll" or dinnifyi"ll of'he 
nrseaoflheQu .. nbyrc ..... ';nl 'h ..... 'nd,ff .. ru .. fOrm$.orlhemakin .. of <hnn d •• 'inc';,., 
.hn ........ ninpbyrcpnolit!gand vary;,.,r1ho<m·. Ao lO laft,ff, Buhl' .... tid.inEJ. ohould 
beCO<ll"hN: 'h may ha�n in .... riou . .... ,... by d i...., • •  h ... ,ionofth� ... riu�nlext.by 
Ifb""'ry .h .... 'ionI in rc"",ing.loud d"" n� which .. itHlfcolTt(O\, by omi"iRr panl of i. 
' .. by i''' .. rpo'''.ionI orbY. ''·ronrupooilion of.hetno.HRH • • •  : IbnlobJ,q .. y • • hat 
n .. ith .. ,,,,, pl.in nor ,he obocurc .-ersea may be , ... t.d wilh '��rif; bu, in the la"" c .... ,orr 
l"Irif and in,ul''''to';on may be .. oonN oo-i .... I "",anini may be 1I;�n 10 them whi<:h 
lbe wonlo llkcn •• ,hcy ... nd do no.jullify. 
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'We did', and 'We commanded', it is only a specious argument de\'oid of 
truth. 'Say, I have surrendered mypurpoae' to GOO,'i.e. toHim alone, 'as 
have those who follow me. And say to those who received the book and 
to the gentile (converts) who have no book, 'Have you ,urrenderedl For 
if they have ,urrendered they will be rightly guided and if they turn their 
backs it i, only incumbent on thee 10 deliver the message. And God leeS 
(His) servants.' 

Then He combined the Jews and Christian, and reminded them of 
what they had newly invented and said: 'Those who disbelieve in God's 
re\'elations and kill the prophets wrongfully and kill men who enjoin 
justice' as far as the words, 'Say, o God pouetsorof sovereignry,' i.e. 
Lord of mankind and the King who alone decreet among them. 'Thou 
give.t so\'ereignty to whom Thou wilt and takest it away from whom 
Thou wilt. Thou exaltest and abasest whom Thou wilt; in Thy hand is 
good,'Le. there i. no God but Thee. 'Thou eanst do all thinp,'Le. none 

406 but Thou can do thil in thy majesty and power. 'Thou c:ausest the night 
10 pass into day and the day into night and bringest forth the living fmm 
the dead and the dead from the living' by that power. 'And Thou nUr
turest whom Thou wil t without stint.' None has power to do that but 
Thou; i.e. though I gave Jesus power over those matten in virtue of which 
they say that he il God such as raising the dead, healing the sick, crea ting 
bitdl ofclay, and declaring the unseen, I made him therebya .ign to men 
and a confirmation of hi I prophethood wherewith I sent him to hil people. 
But lOme of My majesty and power I withheld from him such as appoint
ing kings bya prophetiecommand andplacingthem where I wilhed,and 
making the night to pass into day and the day into night and bringing 
forth the living from the dead and the dead from the living and nurturing 
whom I will without stint, both the good and the evil man. All that I 
withheld from Jesus and gave him no power over it. Have they not an 
eXlmple and a clear proof that if he were a God all that would be within 
his power, while they know that he Aed from kings and because of them 
he moved about the country from town to town 

Then he admonished and warned the believen and aaid: 'Say, If you 
love God,' i.e. if what you lay i. true in love to God and in glorifying Him 
'and follow me, God wiU love you and forgi\·e youyoursin.,' i.e. your pi It 
unbelief. 'And God is Forgiving Merciful. Say, Obey God and His 
apo.tle,' for you know him and find him (mentioned) in your book. 'Ilut if 
you wm back,' i.e. to your unbelief, 'God lo\'eth not the unbelic\'ers.' 

Then He explained to them how what God intended to do with JetuS 
originated and said: 'God chose Adam and Noah and the family of Abra
ham and the family of 'Imriin above the world •. They were descendants 
one of another and God i. a Hearer, a Knower.' Then he mentioned the 
affair of 'Imriin's wife and how ahe said: 'My Lord, I \·ow to Thee what is 
in my womb as a consecrated offering,' i.e. 1 ha\'e vowed him and made 

' ",ojltI. 
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him entirely devoted to God's servicc subservient to no worldly interest 
• Ac:ccpt (him) from me, Thou art the Seer the Knower. And when .he 
waI delivered of him .he said: 0 my Lord, I have given birth to a female-
and God knew best of what she was delivered-and the male is not as the 
lema Ie,' i.e. the two were not the Bame when I \'owed her to thee u a 
consecrated offering. 'I have called her Mary and I put her in Thy keeping 407 
and her offspring from Satan the damned.' God Jaid: 'And her Lord 
accepted her with kindly acceptance and made her grow up to a goodly 
growth and made Zachariah her guardian' after her father and mother 
were dead (3z8) 

He mentions that she wu an orphan and telll of her and Zachariah and 
what he prayed for and what He gave him when He bestowed on him 
Ya�yli, Then He mentions Mary and how the angels said to her, '0 Mary, 
God hath chosen thee and purified thee and chO&en thee above the women 
of the worlds. o Mary, be ohedient to Thy Lord and prostrate th)""&elfand 
bow with those that bow', saying, 'That is some of the tidings of things 
hidden. Were\·eal itto thee. Thduwut notprescntwiththem,'i.e. thou 
Will not with them 'when they threw their arrow. to know which of them 
.hould be theguardian ofMary' (329}. 

Later her guardian was Juray;, the ascetic, a carpenter of B. Isr!'!l. The 
arrow came out for him so he took her, Zachariah having been herguardi an 
heretofore, A grievous famine befell B.  Isrli'Uand Zachariahwu unable 
to support her so they cast lots to S« who should bc: her guardian and the 
lot fell on Jurayj the ascetie and he became her guardian. 'And thou wast 
not with them when they disputed,' i.e. about her. He lell5 him about 
what they coO(�ealed from him though they knew it 10 prove his prophet

��da�!: ��:�ment against them by telling them what they had con-

Then Ho said: 'Then the angels said� 0 Mary, God giveth thee good 
tidings of a word from Him whosenam.e i.the Mes.siah Jesus, Son of Mary,' 
i.e. thus was his affair nOI as you say concerning him, 'illustrious i n this 
world and the next,' i.e. wilh God 'and of those who are brought near.' 
He will speak to men in his cradle and as a grown man, and he is of the 
r1ghtcous ones,'telling themofthephasesof lifc Ihroughwhich he would 
pllU like the other sons of Adam in their lives young and old, although God 
marked him out by.peech in his cradle as a sign of his prophethoocl and 
to .how mankind where his power lay. 'She said, 0 my Lord, how can 
I have a child when no man hath touched me? He said: Thus (it will be) 
God creates what He will,' Le. He does what He wishes, and creates what 408 
He will, of mortal or non-mortal. 'When He decrees a thing He merely 
laY' to it Be' of what He wills and how He wills ' And it is' as He wishes. 

hi���: !!:�el;�e
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from the time of !\loses before him 'and the Gospel,' another book which 

I K.'loGod'or'by God'. 
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God initiated andgne to hiffij' they had only the mentionofhim that he 
would be one of the propheu after him. 'And an apostle to B. hrl'i! 
(aaying) I have come toyouwith a lign from )·our Lord,'i.e. confirming 
thereby my prophethood that I am an apostle from Him to you. 'f will 
create for you from clay the liktnw of the form of birds and I will breath e 
into them and they will become birdl by God'lpermission,'Whohassent 
me unto you, He being my Lord and yours 'and I will heal him who was 
born blind and the leper' (330). 'And I will quicken the dead by God's 
pennissionandI willtellyouofwhatyoueat andstore upinyour houses 
Tberein is a lign for you' that I am an apostle from God to you, 'if you 
become belie,·enl. And confirming that which was before me of the Tonh,' 
i.e. what of it pre<:eded me, 'and to make lawful to you some of that which 
wu forbidden you,' i.e. I tcll you .bout it that it was forbiddcn you and 
youlbandoned it; then I makc it lawful toyouto relicvc youofitand )'ou 
can enjoy it and becxempt from iu penalties. 'And I bring you signs from 
your Lord, so fear God and obey me. God is my Lord and your Lord,' 
i.e. disowning what they say about him and proving that his Lord (is God ). 
'So worship Him. This is a straight path,' i.e. that to which I urge you and 
bring you. 'But when Jesus perceived their disbelief' and enmity agaimt 
him 'He aaid, Who arc my helpers towards God? The disciples said; We 
arc God', helpers. We belie"e in God.' This i, their aaying by which they 
gaincd favour from their Lord. 'And bear witness that 1\'carc Muslims,' 
not what those who Irgue with thee say about Him. '0 our Lord, we 
believe in what Thou hast sent down and we follow the apostle, so write 
us do\\n among the witnesses,' i.e. thus was their saying and their fa ilh 

4"9 Then He mentions His takingupof Jesus to Himself when they de<:ided 
to kill him and says: 'And they plottcd and God plotted and God is the best 
ofplouers.' Then He tells them-refuting what theyasstrt of the Jews in 
regard to his crucifixion-how He took him up and purified him from them 
and says: 'When Godsaid, OJesu. I am aboutto cause thceto die and to 
cxa1t thee to Mysclf and to purify thec from thosc who disbelieve' when 
they purposed as they did, 'and am aelting those who follow theeabo"e 
those who disbelieve until the day of resurrection.' The narration con
tinues until the words 'This which We recite unto thee,' 0 Muhammad, 'of 
theligns and the wisewaming,' thefina.l,the decisive,thetrue,inwhic hno 
falsehood is minglcd, ofthe SIOry of Jcsus and of what they differed in 
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said to him: Be; and he was. The truth is from thy Lord,' i.e. Ihe report 
whichcomes tothecaboutJesus, 'sobcnotofthe doubtcrs,' i.e.the truth 
has come to thec from thy Lord SO do not be doubtful about it; and if they 
say, Jesus was created without a male (inten'ening), I created Adam from 
eanh by that same power ";thout a male or a female. And he was as 
}C6uswas: flesh and blood and hair and Uin. The creation of Jesus without 

1 S.. p" H,n. , 
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I male is no more wonderful than thia. 'Whoeo argues with thee abom him 
after knowledge has come tothee,'i.e. after I have told thee hisslOry and 
how hil affair was, 'Then $IY: Come, let UI lummon our &ons and your 
IOnI, ourwh'es and your wives, ourselves and yourseh'es, tl'lcn let UI pny 
earnestly' and invoke,God'scurseuponfheliars'(331). 'Verily thia'which 410 
1 ha\'e brought you of the ItOry of jesus 'is the true story' of his affair . 
'There is no God but God, and God i. Mighty Wise. If they turn back 
God knows about the corrupt doers. Say, 0 Scripture folk, Come to a 

just word between us that we will worship only Goo and associate nothing 
with Him and &Orne of us will not take others as lords beside Cod. And it 
they turn back oy: BearwitnCSl that we are Muslims.' Thul he invited 
them to justice and deprived them of fheir argument. 

\vhen there came to the apostle ne� .. ofjesul from God and a deciaive 
judgement between him and them, and he was commanded to retOrt to 
mutual invocation of a curse if they opposed him, he summoned them to 
begin. But they oid: '0 Abu ·1.Qhim, let ua consider our affain; then we 
will come to you later with our decision.' So they left him and conlulted 
with the 'Aqib who was their chief adviser and asked him what his opinion 
was. He said: '0 Christians, you know right well that l\'luhammad is a 
prophet sent (by God) and he has brought a decisive declaration about the 
nature of your master. You know too that a people has neverin\'Oked a 
cUr8C on a prophet and seen its elders live and its youth grow up. If you 
do thi. you will be exterminated. But if you decide to adhere to your 
rcligion andto maintain your doctrine aboutyour master, thentakeyour 
leave of the man and go home.' So they came to the apostle and told him 
that they had decided not to resort to cursing and to lea\'e him in hit 
religion and return home. But they would like him to send a man he could :��

.
to decide between them in certain financial mailers in dispute among 

Muhammad b. la'far said: The apottle said, 'If you come fO me thi. 
evening 1 will send a firm and trusty man.' 'Umar used to oy, 'I never 
wanted an office more than I wanted that one and hoped that 1 should get 
it. I went to the noon prayer in the heat and when the apostle had con· 
cluded it he looked to right and left and I began to stretch myaelfto my 
full height 10 that he could see me; but he kept on searching with hiseyea 
until he saw Abu 'Uhayda b. al·jarlil:l and calling him he said, "Go with 411 
them and judge between them faithfully in matters they dispute about.'" 
So, uid 'Umar, Abu 'Ubayda went with them. 

SOME ACCOUNT OF TilE HYPOCRITES 

'�im b. 'Umar b. Qatiida told me that when the apostle came to Medina 
the leader there was 'Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Salill al··Auft of the dan of B. 
al-J:lublii; none of his own people contested his authority and AUI and 

' A.lh ... qu.l .ho .... lh. mc:1ninS ;. ·,.l ua invou (;od·. c" ..... on .. ·hic:h o( ua io ly;ns· 
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Khazraj ne\'cr rallicd to onc man before or after him until Islam a.mc, as 
thcy did to him. With him was a man of Aus whom Aus obeyed, Abu 
'Amir 'Abdu 'Amr b. $ayfl b. al.�u'm�n, onc of B. I;>ubay'a b. Zayd, 
the father ofl:fan�ala, 'thewashcd' on the day of U�ud.' He had becn an 
uc:eticin pagan days and had worn a coarsc hairgarment and was callcd 'thc ;;:��'h

ar
T��se two men were damned through thcir high status and it did 

'Abdullah b. Ubayy's people had madc a sort of jewelled diadem to 
CN)wn him and make him their king when God sent His apostle to them; 
so whcn hi, people forsook him in favour of Islam he was filled with cn
mity rcali:ting that the apostle had deprived him of his kingship. Howe\'cr, 
when hc saw that his people were determined to go over to Islam he wcnt 
too, but unwillingly, retaining hil enmity and dissimulating. 

Abil 'Amir stubbornly refused to believe and abandoncd his people 
when thcy "'�nt O\'er to Islam and wcnt off to Mecca with about ten fol
lower. to get away from Islam and the apostle. Muhammad b. Abii 
Umlma from one of the family of l:fan;ala b. Abii 'Amir told me that the 
apostle said, 'Don't call him the monk but the evil-doer.' 

Ja'far b. 'Abdullah b. Abil'l-l:fakam whose memory went bac:k to aposto
lie daYI and who was a narrator of tradition told me that bcfpre he left fo r 
Mec:c:a AbU 'Amir came to the apostle in Medina to ask him about the 
rcligion he had brought. 

:��:t�,
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l����ion of Abraham.' 

412 'You do not.' 
'But I do! You, Muhammad, hl\'e introduc:cd intothe l:fanlftyathings 

whic:h do not belong to it.' 
'I hnenot. I hne brought it pure and white.' 
'May God letthe liar die a loncly, homeless, fugitive!' (meaning the 

.postle as if he had falsified his religion). 
'Well and good. May God so reward him!' 
That actually happened to the enemy of God. He went to Mecca and 

when the ap05tle conquered it he W�J\t to TI'if; when TI'if bec:ame 1\'luI
lim he went to Syria and died there a iOllely, homeiess, fugitive 

Now thcre wellt with him 'Alqama b. 'Ulatha h. 'Auf h. al-A�w� h. 
Ja'far b. KilIb, and KinIna b. 'Abd Y�lil b. 'Amr b. 'Umayr al-Thaqafl. 
When he dicd they brought their rival c:laiml to his property before Caesa r, 
lord of Rome.' Caesar said, 'Let townsmen inherit townsmen and let 
nomads inherit nomads.' So Kinlinab. 'Abd Yllil inhcrited hil property 
andnot 'Alqama. 

Ka'bb. l\IIliksaid ofAbii '.\mirandwhat he had donc: 

God save me from an evil decd 
Likcyouraagainst yourc:1an, O ·Abdu 'Amr. 
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Yousaid, 'I have honourand wnlth', 
But of old you sold your faith for infiddity (3j%). 

'Abdullah b. Ubayy while maintaining his position among his people 
kept wavering until finally he adopted Islam unwillingly. 

Muhammad b. Muslim al-Zuhri from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr from Udma 
b. Zayd b. l:Ilritha, the beloved friend of the apostle, told me that the 

:��e\\�e
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fibre. Said Zayd: 'The apostle ga\'e me a telIt behind him. He passed 
'Abdullah b. Ubayy as he WII sining in the ,h,de of his fon Mu:tl�am 
(333). Round him were litting some of his men, and when the apostle saw 
him his sense of politenesa would not allow him to pa&6 without alighting. 41J 
So he got off the animal and sat for a little while reciting the Quran and 
inviting him to God. He admonished and warned him and preached the 
good news to him while he, with his note in the air, uttered not a word. 
Finally, when the apostle had finished lpeaking he uid,"There would be 
nothing finer than what you aay ifit were true. Butsitinyourownhause 
andifanyonecomet, talk tohim about it; but don'timponunethotewho 
do not come to you, and don't come intO a man', gathering with talk which 
he does not like." 'Abdullah b. Rawll;la, who was one of the Muslims who 
were Bitting with him, aaid, "Nay, do come to us with it and come into our 
gatherings and quaners and houses. For by God it is what we love and 
what God has honoured us with, and guided UI to." When 'Abdullah b. 
UblYY saw that hit people were opposed 10 him he aaid: 

When your friend is your opponent you will always be humiliated 
And your ad\'ersaries will o\'enhrow you.' 
Can the falcon mount without hilwingt? 
If his feathers are clipped he falls to the ground (334). 

'Al-Zuhri from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr from Udma told me that the 
apostle got up and went into the house ofSa'd b. ·Ublda, his face showi ng 
the emotions raised by Ibn Ubayy, the enemy of God. Sa'd asked the 
apostJe why he looked so angry u though he had hnrd something that 
displeased him,and then he told him what Ibn Ubayy had said. Sa'dsaid: 
'Don't be hard on him; for God sent you to us as we were making a diadem 

�:��
wn him, and by God hc thinks that )·ou have robhc:d him of a king-

FEVER ATTACKS THE APOSTLE'S COMPANIONS 

Hishlm b. 'Urwa and 'Umar b. 'Abdullah b. 'UI"\\'a from 'UI"\\'a b. al
Zubayr lold me that '."-'isha aaid: When hi. apostle ClIme to Medina it 

, Ibn Qu!al·bo. M...,.,M·_. tr. Caudefroy.Dtmombyneo • .",rit" 'H7. 1' . .. , h  .. ,..'/,JII" 
f:: ::.:���;;�. :��t:b., -"=::11 bt ��.: ;�,:," The "'oro .. a homonym and in 
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God initiated and gave to him;' they had only the mention of him that h e 
would be one of the prophets after him. 'And an apostle to B. Isra'it 
(saying) I hne come to you with a sign from your Lord,' i.e. confirming 
thereby my prophethood that I am an apostle from Him to you. 'I will 
crcate for you from day the likencss ofthe form of birds and I will breathe 
into them and they will become birca by God's permission,' Who has .sent 
me unto you, He being my Lord and yours 'and I will heal him who was 
bomblind and the leper' (JJo). 'And I will quicken the dead by God's 
permwion and I will tell you of what you eat and store up in your hou.ses. 
Therein i. a sign for you' that I am an aposlle from God 10 you, 'if you 
become belicvel'1l. And confinning that which was before me of the Tonh,' 
i.e. what of it preceded me, 'and to make lawful to you some of Ihat which 
\\-U forbidden you,' i.e. I tell you abom it thllt it was forbidden you and 
you abandoned it; then I make it lawful 10 you to relieve you of it an d you 
can enjoy it and be exempt from its penaitiel. 'And I bring you signs from 
your Lord, 1O fear God and obey me. God is my Lord and your Lord,' 
i.c. disowning what they say about him and proving that hi. Lord (i. God). 
·SoworshipHim. This isa straightpath,'i.e.thatto which I urge you and 
bring you. 'But when jesus pcrceived their disbelief' and enmity against 
him 'He said, Who are my helpcrs towardl God? The disciples said: We 
are God', helpers. We believe in God.' This is their saying by which they 
gained favour from their Lord. 'And bearwitncss that �I .. e are Muslims,' 
not what those who argue with thee say about Him. '0 our Lord, we 
believe in what Thou hast ICnt down and we follow the apostle, so write 
us down among the witnesses,' i.e. thus was their saying and their faith 

4"9 Then He mentions His takingupof Jesus to liimselfwhen they decided 
to kill him and says: 'And they plotted and God plotted and God is the best 
of plotters.' Then He tells them-refuting what they assert of the jews in 
regard to his crucifixion-bow He took him up and purified him from them 
and saya: 'When God said, O jesus I am about to cause thee to die and to 
exalt thee to Myself and to purify thee from those who disbelie"e' when 
they purposed as theydid, 'and am setting those who follow thee above 
those who disbelieve until the day of resurrection.' The narration con· 
tinues until the words 'This which We recite unlo thee,' 0 Muhammad, 'of 
thesigns andthewisewaming,'thefinal, fhedecisive, thetrue, inwhichno 
falsehood is miugled, of the story of jesus and of what they differed in 
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said to him: lle; and he "''lS. The truth is from thy Lord,' i.e. Ihe repcrt 
which comes to thee about Jesu8, 'so be nOt of the doubters,' i.e. thc truth 
has come to thee from thy Lord so do not be doubtful about it; and if they 
say, Jesus \\'lS created without a male (intervening), I created Adam frQrn 
eanh by that same power wilhout a male or a female. And be was as 
jesus wu: flesh and blood and hair and skin. The creation of jesus without 



The Llle of Muhammad 

a male is no more wonderful than this. 'Whoso arguCli with thee about him 
after knowledge has come to thee: i.e. after I have told thee his story and 
how his affair was, 'Then say: Come, let us summon our sons and your 
IOns, ourwi\'CII and your wivCII, ouraeh'CII and youraeh'r:!I, then let us pny 
eamestly' andim·oke.God'scuraeupontheliars' (331). 'Verily this'which 410 
1 have brought you of the Story ofjeaus 'ia the true story' ofhis affair. 
'There is no God but God, and God is Mighty Wise. If they tum back 
God knows about the corrupt doers. Say, 0 Scripture folk, Come to a 
just word between us that we will worship only God and associate nothing 
with Him and some of us will not take others as lords beside Cod. And if 
they tum baclr. say: Bear witneu that we are Mualims.' Thus he invited 
them to justice and deprived them of their argument. 

When there came to the apoatle newl of jesus from God and a deciJive 
judgement between him and them, and he 'wu commanded to resort to 
mUlual invocuion of a curse if theyoppoaed him, he sumrnoncd them to 
begin. But they said: '0 Abu 'I.Qbim, let us consider our affairs; then we 
will come to you later with our decision.' So they left him and consuiled 
with the 'Aqib who was their chief advilCr and asked him what his opinion 
was. He said: '0 Christians, you mow right well that Muham!ruld is a 
prophet ICnt (by God) and he has brought a decisivc declaration about the 
nature of your master. You know too that a peoplc has nC\'er invoked a 
cune on a prophet and sccn its eldcrs live and its youth grow up. Uyou 
do thi.you will be exterminated. But if you decide to adhere to your 
religion and to maintain your doctrine about your master, then take your 
lea\'e of the man and go home.' So they came to the apostle and told him 
that they had decided not to resort to cursing and to lca\'e him in his 
religion and retumhome. But they would like him to ICnd a man he could :;:��o decide between them in certain IUwl.cial matters in dispute among 

Muhammad b. ja'far said: The apottle said, 'If you come to me this 
evening 1 willaend a firm and tTUlty man.' 'Umar used to say, 'I never 
wanted an office more than 1 wamed that one and hoped that 1 should get 
il. l went tothe noon prayer in theheatand whenthe apoatle hadcon. 
cluded it he looked to right and left and I began to stretch mytlelfto my 
full height so that he could sec me; but he kept on searching with hi.eyea 
until he laW Abu 'Ubayda b. al.jarrlb and calling him he said, "Go with 4" 
them and judge bctween them faithfully in !ruItters they dispute about.'" 
So, uid 'Umar, Abu 'Ubayda went with them. 

SOME ACCOUNT OF TilE HYPOCRITES 

'.\tim b. 'Umar b. Qat:ida told me that when the apostle came to Medina 
the leadcrtherc was 'Abdullah b. Ul»yyb. Salulal·'Aufiof thec1anof B. 
al-l:fubI1; none of his own people contCited hi. authority and Au. and 

, Iu tile K<lucl ......... ,th�m .. nlnlli. '�t UI in�ok.God·. cu_on which ofu." lying'. 
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Khuraj ne\'er r.Ulied 10 one man before or afler him until Islam came, as 
they did to him. With him was a man of Aus whom Aus obeyed, AM 
'Amir 'Abdu 'Amr b. $ayfi b. al-Xu'mIn, one of B. Oubay'a b. Zayd, 
thefather ofl;lan�ala. 'the washed' on the day of Ul;lud.' He had been an 
ucetic in pagan days and had worn a coatse hair garment and was called 'the �::'h

ar
T��se two men were damned Ihrough their high status and it did 

'Abdullah b. Ubayy's people had made a sort of jewelled diadem to 
crown him and make him their king when God sent His apostle to them; 
10 when his people fonlOOk. him in favour of Islam he was filled with en
mity realizing that the apostle haddeprh'ed himof his ldngship. However, 
when he saw that his people were determined 10 go over to Islam he went 
tOO, but unwillingly, retaining his enmity and dissimulating 

Abu 'Amir stubbornly refused to believe and abandoned his people 
when Ihey went over to Islam and went off to Mecca with about len fol
lowe� to gel away from Islam and the apostle. Muhammad b. Abu 
Umlma from one of the family of i;lan;ala b. Abu 'Amir told me that the 
apottie said, 'Don't call him the monk but the evil-doer.' 

la'far b. 'Abdullah b. Abu'l-l;Iakam whose memory went back to apotto
lic days and who was a narrator of tradition told me that bcfpre he left for 
Mecca Abu '.\mir came to the apostle in Medina to ask him about the 
religion he had brought. 

:i�:t�s
a��i:tai �:

�
l
�:��ion of Abraham.' 

41:1 'You do not.' 
'But I dol You, Muhammad, haveintroduced inlolhe i;laniO),athings 

which do not bclongto it.' 
'I ha\'e not. I ha\'e brought it pure and white.' 
'l\layGod let the liar die a lonel)" homeless, fugitivel' (meaning the 

apostle as ifhe had falsified his religion) 
'Weil and good. ;\layGodso reward him!' 
That actually happened to the enemy of God. He went to Mecca and 

when the ap-ntle conquered it he W�!\t to T�'if; when T�'ifbccamc Mus
lim he went to Syria and died there a ionely, homeless, fugitive. 

Now there went with him 'Alqama b. 'Ul�tha b. 'Auf b. al-Al)w� b. 
Ia'far b. KiUb, and KinAna b. 'Abd VIlli b. 'Amr b. 'Umayr al-Thaqafl. 
When he died they broughl their rival claiml to his property before Caesa r, 
lord of Rome.' Caesar !laid, 'Let townsmen inherit townsmen and let 
nomads inherit nomads.' So Kinlna b. 'Abd Y�lil inherited his property 
and not 'Alqama. 

Ka'b b. Milik said of Abu 'Amir and what he had done: 

Godu\'e me from an eviJ deed 
Like youn against your cIan, 0 'Abdu 'Amr. 
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Youuid, 'l have oonourand wealth', 
But of old youeold your raith for infidelity (31a). 

'AbduUah b. Ubayy while maintaining his position among his people 
kept wavering until finally he adopted Islam unwillingly. 

Muhammad b. Muslim al·Zuhri from 'Urwa b. aI-Zubayr from Ulima 
b. Zayd b. J:lilritha, the beloved friend of the apostle, told me that the 

:��e:;�: ::;;: .�.����:�o
b;�i�l:�� o�u;���:'i��

In::ri:�(t;:I:� 
fibre. Said Zayd: 'The apostle gave me a leat behind him. He passed 
'Abdullah b. Ubayy as he was sining in the shade of his fort Mud\:lam 
(333). Round him weu sining wme of hi, men, and when the apostle IIW 
him his sense of politenesa would not allow him to pass without alighting. �13 
So he got off the animal and sat for a little while reciting the QUl"lln and 
inviting him to God. He admonished and warned him and preached the 
good news to him while he, with his nOte in the air, uttered not a word. 
Finally, when the apostle had finished speaking he uid,"Therewould be 
nothing finer than what you uy if it weu troe. But sit in your own house 
and if anyone comes, talk to him about it; but don't importune thote who 
do not come to you, and don't come into a man', gathering with talk which 
he docs not like." 'Abdullah b. Rawil\:la, who was one of the Muslims who 
were lining with him, said, "Nay, do come to us with it and come into our 
gatherings and quarters and houses. For by God it is what we love and 
what God has honoured us with, and guided UltO." When 'Abdullah b. 
Ubayy saw thai his people weuopposed to him he said: 

When your friend isyour opponent )'ou will always be humiliated 
And your ad\'ersaries will o\"Crthrow you.' 
Can the falcon mount without hil wingsl 
If his feathers are clipped he falls to the ground (334). 

'Al-Zuhri from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr from Usima told me that the 
apostle got up and went into the house of Sa'd b. 'Ub1da, his face showin g 
the emotions raised by Ibn Ubayy, the enemy of God. Sa'd uked the 
apostle why he looked 10 angry u though he had heard something that 
displeased him,and then he told him what Ibn Ubayy had sa.id. Sa'daaid: 
'Don't be hard on him; for God sent you to us u weweu making a diadem �

:
:�wn him, and by God he thinks that you have robbed him of a king-

FEVER ATTACKS THE APOSTLE'S COMPANIONS 

HilhJm b. 'Urwa and 'UmIT b. 'Abdullah b. 'Urwa from 'Urwa b. al
Zubayr told me that ·.�'isha aaid: When hi. apostle came to Medina it 

:�:�;:�':�:€·'=i:��:����·O\eITh�:���1� �':�� 
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lly Ihe prcreding ismid from 'Abdullah b. lIi.ham \lho said Ziylld b. 
'Abdullah al-Bakk(l'j from Muhammad b. Is�;lq told me that the apostle 
cameto i\ledinaon Monday at high noon on the 11th of Rabi'u'l-awwal 

The apostle on that day was fifty-three years of age, that being thirteen 
years after Goo called him. lie stayed therc for the rest of Rabi'u'l-aW\\'al, 
the month of Rabi'u'l-Akhir, the two jumlldit, Rajab, Sha'ban, RamaQ an, 
ShawwiU, Dhu'I-Qa'da, Dhli'I -I:lijja (II hen the polytheists supervised the 
pilgrimage), and Mu�arram. Then he went forth raiding in �afar at the 
beginning of the twelfth month from his coming to Medina (337). 

(THE'RAID ON WADDAN WI/ICH WAS H I S  FIRST RAW) 
until he reached Waddan, which is the raid of al-Ahll:1', making forQuraysh 
and II. I)amra b. Bakr b. 'Abdu Manal b. Kin�na. The n. I;>amra Ihere .. ,6 
made peace with him through their leader Makhshi b. 'AmT al-I;lamrl 
Then hercturned to i\1edinawithout meeting war and rernaincd therefor 
the rest of :)afar and the beginning of Rabl'u'l-awwal (JJ8). 

THE EXPEDITlO:-< OF 'UDAYDA S. AL-I;IARITH 
During thai stay in i\ledina the apostle sent 'Ubayda b. al-l.I;lrith b. al
i\"Iullalib with sixty or eighty riders from the emigrants, therc not bein g a  
single one of Ihe An�r among them. He weill as fu as waler in the Hijaz 
below Thaniyatu'I.:\lurra, where he encountered a large number of 
Quraysh. Kofightingtookplace cxecpt that &.'db. Abli \\'aqq;l,shotan 
arroll' onthat day. Jtw3! thefirstarrow tobeshotin hlam. Thcnthc t\l'o 
companies separated. the Muslims having a rearguard. Al-Miqd;ld b. 
',\mr ;'If.nahrii.ni, an ally of the B. Zuhra, and 'l;tba b. Ghazw�n b. j�hir 
al-Mazini, an afly ofthcB. I\aufal b. 'Abdu Manaf, Red from Ihe poly
theists andjoincd the ;\1uslims to whom they really bclonged. They had 
gone oul with the unbdie\'crs in order to bc able to link up with the f\1 us
lims. 'lkrima b. AbU Jahl was in command of the Meccans (339). 

Concerning this raid Abli Bakr composcd the following (J4o). 

Could you not sleep because of the spcctre of Salm;l in the sandy 
valleys, 

And the important event that happened in the tribc? 
You scc that neilhcr admonition nor a prophet'. call 
Can sa\'e some of Lu'ayy (rom unbclie(: 
A truthful prophet came to them and thcyga\'e him the lie, 
And said, 'You shall not Ii\'eamong us.' 
When we called them to the truth they tumcd their backs, 
They howled like bitcheldri\"cn back panting to their lairs; 
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Bereft of their husb.ands all of them 
The slain would have been left for those ooneerned 
And thgse utterly heedless to talk about. 
Give Abu Dakrwith you a mCSllage' 
You have no further part in the honour' of Fihr, 
�o binding oath thatcannotbe broken 
That war will be renewed is n�ed from me (3,P). 

Sa'd b. Abii WaqQlJ, aWlrding to reporu, s.aid about ms hal'ing _hot an 

Has the news reached the apostlc of God 
That I protectcd my companions with my arrows? 
By them I defended their I'anguard 
In rough ground and plain. 
No archer who shoots an arrow at the enemy 
Will be oounted before me, 0 apostlc ofGod. 
'Twu because thy religion is true 
Thou hut brought what is just and truthful. 
By it the belicvtTli are saved 
And unbelie\'en recompensed at the last. 
Stop, thou hut gone astray, so do not slander me 
Woc to theeAbu Jahl, lost oneof the tribe! (J4:l). 

The flag of 'Ubayda b. al-l:Urith according to my information was thc 
first flag which the apostle entrusted to a believer in Islam. Some scholan 
allcge that the apostle sent him when he came back from the raid of aI
Abwi' before he got to i\!edina. 

I;IAMZA'S EXPEDITION TO TilE SEA-SHORE 

While he was staying there he sent l:Iam:l;a b. 'Abdu'I-Mutlalib to the sea
shore in the neighbourhood of AI-'h (T- in the territory of Juhayna) with 
thirty riders from the emigrants; none of the helpen took part, He met 
Abii Jahl with Ihrcc hundred riders from Mecca on the shore, and r.Iajdi 
b. 'Amr aI-Juhanl intc,.,'cned between them, for he was at peace with both 
parties. So the pcople scpal'llted one from another without fighting. 

Some people say that �Iamza'i flag was the first which the apostle gave 
to any Muslim because he scnt him and 'Ubayda al the same time, and 
thus pcople became confused on the point. They alleged thatl:lamza had 
composed poetry in which he says that his flag was the first which the 
apostle entrusted to anyone. Now if l:bmu actually said that, it is true if 
God wills. He would not havt said it if it were not true, bUI God know. 
what happened. We have heard from learned people that 'Ubayda was the 
firatmantor�ei\"taflag. l:lamzasaida)nccminglhat,so theyallcge (J43): 

Wonder, 0 my pcople,al good sensc and at folly, 
At lack of sound oounscl and at scnsible adl'ice. 
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TilE RAID ON BUW.\T 
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some men of B. Mudlij working at a well and on the date palms. 'Ali 
IUggested' that we should go and lee what the men were doing, so we went 
and watched them for a time until we were o,'ercome by drowsiness and 
we went and lay down under some young palm, and fell fast asleep in the 
soft fine dust. And then who should wake u, but the apostle himself as he 
stirred us with his foot I It was as we were dusting ounch-nthat the apo5lle 
said to 'All when he saw him collered with dust, 'What ha\'e you been up 
to, Abu Tur�b (father of dust) ?' Then he went on, 'Shall I tell you of the 
two most wretched creatures r U�aymir of Thamud who Blaughtered the 
camel, and he who shall strike you here, 'Ali'-and he put his hand to the �:

a
e
r
:f his head-'until this is soaked from it'-and he took hold of his 

A learned traditionist told me that the real reason why the apostle c ailed 
'Ali AbU Turab was that whcn 'All' was angry with F1lima he would not 
speak to her. He did not say anything to annoy her, bm he used to sprinkle 
dust on his head. \\'henc\'erthe apostle saw dust on 'AIi's head he knew 
that he was angry with F1lirna and he would say, 'What is your trouble, 0 
Abu Turib l' But God knows the truth of the matter. 

THE RAID OF SA'O D. AaO WAQQ.J.� 

Meanwhile the apostle had sent 53'd h. AbU Waqq� with cight men from 
the emigrants. He went as far as al-Kharr-lr in the l:Iijaz. Then he relurned 

433 withom fighting (347) 

TilE RAID 0,," SAFAWAN, WIIICH IS TIlE FIRST RAID OF 8AOR 

The apoBtle stayed only a few nights, le!)Sthan ten, in l\ledina when he 
came back from raiding AI-'Ulhayra, and then Kurr. h. Jabir al-Fihri 
nided the pasturing came15 0f!\ledina. The apostle went out in search of 
him(34Bl, unlil he reached a\'alleycalled 5afa"'an, in the neighbourhood 
of Badr. Kurz escaped him and he could not overtake him. This WllS the 
first raid of Badr. Then the apostle returned to Medina and stayed Ihere 
for the rcstofJumJda'l Akhira, Rajab, and 5ha'Mn. 
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until he hadjoumeyed for two day., and to do what he was ordered to do, 
but not to put pressure on any of his companions. The names of the eight 
emigrants were, Abu l;Iudhayfa, 'Abdullah b. JaJ:!sh, 'Ukkiisha b. MiJ:!�an, 
'Utba b. Ghuwln, Sa'd b. Abu Waqq�, 'Amir b. Rab!'a, Wlqid b . . P4 
'Abdullah, and Khilid b. al-Bukayr.' 

When 'Abdullah had travelled for t .... ,o days he opened the letter and 
loolted into it, and this is what it said: 'When yo\l ha\'e read this Ie uerof 
mine proceed until you reach Nakhla between Mecca and AI-Tl'if. Lit in 
wait there for Quraysh and find out for U8 what they are doing.' Having 
read the leHer he aaid, 'To hear is to obey: Then he said to his com
panions, 'The apostle has commanded me to go 10 Nakhla to lie in wait 
there for Quraysh 10 as to bring him news of them. He has forbidden me 
to put pressure on any of you, 10 if anyone wishea for martyrdom let him 
go forward, and he who does not, let him go hack; as for me I am going on 
as the prophet has ordered.' So he went on, as did all his companions, not 
one of them falling back. He journeyed along the l;Iijiz until at a mine 
called BaJ:!rin above al-Furu', Sa'd and 'Utha lost thecamcl which they 
were riding by turns, so Ihey stayed behind to loolt for it;while 'Abdulla h 
and the reat of them went on to Nakhla. A caravan of Quray$h carrying 
dry raisins andleatherandother merchandise ofQuraysh passtd bythem, 
'Amr b. al-I�a(,lraml (349), 'Uthman b. Abdullah b. al-Mughira and his 
brother Naufal the l\blthzumitcs, and al-l:Iakam b. Kaydn, freedman 
of Hishlm b. al-i\1ughira being among them. When the caravan aaw them 
they were afraid of them because they had camped near them. 'Ultlthha, 
who had shaved his head, looked down on them, and when they aaw him 
theyfcltaafe and 5aid, 'They arepilgrims. rou ha,·e nothing tofearfrom 
them.' The raiders took council among themsch'es, for this was the last 
day of Rajab, and they said. 'If you leave them alone tonight they will get 
into the aaered area and will be 5afe from you; and if)'Ou kill them, you -4lS 
will ltillthemin the aacred mtmth,'so they were hesitant and leared 10 
allack them. Then they encouraged each other, and decided to kill as 
many as they could of them and take what they had. Wlqid shot 'Amr b 
al-l:IaQrami with an arrow and killed him, and 'Uthmiin and al-J:laltam 
surrendered. Naufal escaped and cluded them. 'Abdullah and his com
panions toolt the caravan and the t .... ,o prisonenand came to Medina .... jth 
them. One of 'Abdullah's family mentioned that he aaid to his companions, 
'A fifth of what ..... e ha'·e taken belollgs tothe apot.tle.' (Thi . ..... u before 
God had appointed a fifth of the booty to him.) So he set apan for the 
apostle a fifth of the caravan, and divided the rest among his companions 

Whentheycameto the apostle, hesaid,'I did not order you to fight in 
the aacrcd month,' and he held the caravan and the two pnsoncrs in sus
pense and refused to takeanythillg from Ihem. When the apostleaaid that, 
the men ..... ere in despair and thought that they were doomed. Their Mus-

I As u.- "",n lta..., already bHnnlmed .".iohfull pinicu]lrsof ohrir rrnrllofIYlrnl 
uibc', only .... i'Ii .. ' nanta lre repcl.ed h.re 
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lim brethren reproached them for what they had done, and the Quraysh 
said 'Muhammad and hi. companions have viobted the sacred month, 
shed blood therein, taken booty, and captured men.' The Muslims in 
Mecca who opposed them said that they had done it in Sha'biln. The 
Jews turned Ihis raid into an omen against the apostle. 'Amr b. al-I.la{,lrarnl 
whom W�qid had killed they said mcant 'amarati'l·barb (war has come to 
life), al-l:Ia{,lrami meant ha4arati'I-/:rarb(waris present),and \\";lqidmeant 
uaqadati'l-barb (war is kindled}; bUI God IUrncd this against them, not 
for them, and when there wu much talk about it, God $Cn! down to his 
apostle: 'They will ask you about the sacred month, and war in it. Say, 
war therein is a serious matter, but kteping people from the wOlY of God 
OInd disbelieving in Him and in the sacred mosque and driving out His 
people tht'refrom is more serious with God." i.e. If you have killed in the 
sacred month, tht'y ha\'e kept you hack from the way of God with tht'ir 
unbelief in Him, and from the sacred mosque, and have driven YOlL from 
it when you were its people. This i. a more serious manu with God than 

4a6 the killing of those of them whom you have slain. 'And seduction is 
worse than killing.' i.e. They used to seduce the Muslim in his religion 
until they made him retum to unbcliefafter believing, and that is worse 
",ith God than killing. 'And they will not cease to fight you until they 
turn you back from your rcligion if they can.' i.e. They are doing more 
heinous acu than that contumaciously. 

And when the Quran came down aboU! that and God relie\'ed the Mus
lims of their anxiety in the matter, the apostle took the caravan and the 
prisonel1J. Quraysh sent to him to redeem 'Uthmln and al·i:lakam, and 
the apostle said, 'We will not let you redeem them until our two com
panions come,' meaning Sa'd and 'Utba, 'for we fear for them on your 
account. If you kill them, we will kill your two friends.' So when Sa'd and 
'Utba turncd up thc apostlc let them redeem them. As for al-�Iakam he 
bccame a good l\-1uslimand staycd with the apostle until he was killed as 
a manyrat lli'r Ma'Ona. 'Uthmiin went back to Mecca and died there as 
an unbeliever. Whcn 'Abdullah and his companions were rclieved of their 
anxiety when the Quran came down, they were anxious for re .... ard, and 
said, 'Can we hope that it will count as a raid for which we shall be givcn 
the reward of combatants l' So God sent down concerning them: 'ThoiIC 
who bclieve and have emigrated and fought in the wayofGod, thesc may 
hope for God's mercy, for God is forgiving, merciful.' That is, God g:l\'C 
them the greatest hopes therein. The tradition about this eomcs from .-\l
Zuhri and Yazid h. ROman from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr. 

One of 'Abdullah's family mentioned that God divided the booty when 
He made it permissible and gave four-fifths to whom God had allowed to 
take it and one-fifth to God and His apostle. So it remained on the basis 
of what 'Abdullah had done with the booty of that caravan (350) 

Abo Ilakrsaid concerning 'Abdullah's raid (though othel1J S3y that 'Ab
I S�ra .. ..... 
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TilE DREAM OF 'ATIKA D. OF 'A800'L-MOTTALIH 

A person above suspicion told me on the authority of 'lkrima from b. 
'Abbb and Yazid b. Riim:1n from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr, saying: 'three days 
before Oam�am arrived 'Atika saw a ,·ision which frightened her. She sent 
toher brother al-·Abblsaaying, "Brolher, laat night laawa ,·i,ion which 
frightened me and I am afraid that evil and misfortune will come upon 
your people, 110 treat what I tell you as a confidence." He asked what she 
hadseen, andshe said, "I saw a rider coming upon a camel who halted in 
the valley. Then he cried at the top of his "oice, 'Come lOrlh, O people, 
do notle.ll.ve your men 10 face a disuter tha.t will come in three days time:' 
I aaw the people flock to him, and then he went into the mosque with the 
people following him. While they were round him his camd mounted to 
the top of Ihe Ka·ba. Then he called out again, using the same words. 

4�9 Then hi, camd mounted to the top of Abu Qubays,' and he cried out 
again. Then he seized a rock and loosened it, and it began to fall, untilat 
the bottom of the mountain it split into pieces. There waa not a house or 
.II. dwelling in Mecca but recei"ed a bit of it." al-'Abbb aaid, "By God, this 
is indeed .ll. vision, and you had better kecp quiet about it and not tell 
anyone." Then 'Abbb went out and met al-Walid b. 'Utba. who waa a 
friend ofhil,and toldhim andasked himto keep itto himself. aI-Wand 
told hil father and the Itoryspread in Meecauntil Quraysh were talking 
about it in their public meetings. 

'a1-'Abbb aaid, "I got lip early to go round the temple, while Abu Jahl 
was sitting with a number of QuraYlh talking about '}.tika', vision. When 
he IlIW me he llIid, 'Come 10 us when you ha\'e finished going round the 
temple: When I had finiBhed I went and sat with them, and he said, '0 
Banu'Abdu'I-Mullalib,Bince whenhave youhadaprophetes.amongyoul' 
'And what do you mean by that?' I said. 'That vision which 'Atika saw,'he 
answered. I aaid, 'And what did sheaee?' He said, 'Areyou notsatisfied 
that your men should play the prophet that your women should do so altol 
'Atika has alleged that in her vi.ion someone said, "Come fOrlh to war in 
threedaYI." We shall keep an eye on you theae three days, and if what she 
says is true, then it will be so; but if the three days pas!l and nothing hap
pens, we will write you down as the greatest liars of the temple people 
among the Arab!;.' Nothing much had passed between us e:o:�pt that I 
contnrodicted that and denied tha.t she had aeen anything. Then we 6tpa
rated. When night came every single woman of B. 'Abdu'l-Mut\alib came 
to me and said, 'Have you allowed Ihis evil rascal to attack your men, an d 
then go on to insult your women while you listened? Have you no shame 
thatyou lhouldlisten toluch thingsi' l said,'Hy God, l havedonesome
thing; nothing mueh passed between us but I swear by God that I will 
confront him, and if he repeau whal he haa said, I will rid you of him.' 
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On the third day after 'Atika', vision, while I was enraged, thinking that 
I had let something dip which I wanted to get from him, I went into the 430 
JJ}OIQue and uw him, and as I wu \\'1Ilking towards him to confront him 
10 that he .hould repeat some of what he hadaaid and I could attaclt him, 
for he was a thin man with.harp features,.harptongue,and .harp.ight, 
10, he came out towards the door of the mosque hurriedly, and 1 aaid to 
myself, 'What is the matter with him, curse him. is all this for fear that I 
.hould insult him?' But 10, he had heard aomething which I did not hear, 
the voice of Oamqam crying out in the bottom of the wadi, as he stood 
uponhis camel,ha\,ing cutits nose, turncd it. saddleround, andrcnthis 
shirt, while he was saying, '0 Quraysh. the transport camels, the transport 
camels I !l.luhammad and his companions are lying in wait for your pro
pertywhieh iswithAbu Sufyiln. I do not think that you will overtake il. 
Help! Help!' This diverted him and me from our affair." 

QURAYSHPRI!PARI! TO C O TO BADR 

The men prepared quickly, uying, " Do Jl.luhammad and his companion. 
think this is going to bc like the cara\'an of Ibn l;Ia!,lrami? By God, they 
will soon know that it is not 10." E\'ery man of them either went himself or 
scntlOmeone in his piace. So all went; not one ofthdr nobles remained 
behind c:tccpt Abu Lahab. He sent in his place al.'�� b. Hishilm b. al. 
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debt. So he went on his behalfalld Abu L:ihab .tayedbehind.' 
'Abdullah b. Abu f\"aji/.l. told me that Umayya b. Khalaf had decided to 

It.y at home. He was a statcly old man, corpulent and heavy. 'Uqba b. 
Abu Mu'ay! came to him as he was siltillg ill the mosque among his com· 
plllioll', earryillg a censc:r burning with.et.nted wood. He put it ill frolll 
of him and aaid, 'Sccnt yoursclfwith that, for you belollgto the womenl' 
'God curse you alld what you ha\'e brought,' he said, and then got ready 
and went out with the rest. When they had finished thdr prcparations 
and decided to start, they remembered the quarrd there was between them :�t�c�'
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Man:lt b. Kill:llla, and were afraid that they would 

The eause of the war between Quraysh and B. Bah, acc::ordillg to what 0' 
olle of B. 'Amir h. Lu'ayy from Muhammad b. Sa'id b. al.Muaayyab told 
me, wasa IOn of l;Iaf, b. al.Akhyaf, olle of the B. Ma'i, b. 'Amir b. Lu'IYY. 
Hehadgoneout tceking alostcamcl ofhisinOljniln. Hewas, youlIgster 
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'Auf h. Ka'b b. 'Amir b. Layth b. Bakr b. 'Abdu Manat b. Kinillla in 
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away, he called hi.'l tribesmcn, alld asked them if there was any blood 
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outstanding with QUTllysh, and when they said there was, he said, 'Any man 
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b�! 

t:�e )�:u�:�r � r:�:n:; t�:;�:l:�': �;:: ;�I �l� e::� 
revenge for the blood QUTllysh had ,hed. Whcn Qurayah discussed the 
matter, 'Amir b. Yutd laid, 'You owed us blood so what do you want? If 
you wish pay us what you owe us, and we will pay you what we owe. I( 
you\\"1JIt oniy blood, man forman, then ignore your ciaims and we wiU 
ignore oura'; and since this youth was of no great importance to thiaclan 
ofQuraysh, they said,'AlI righl, man for man',and ignored his death and 
aought no compenaation for it, 

Now while his brother Miu.u was travelling in Marr al-?:ahrin he saw 
'Amir on a carnel, and as lOOn as heaawhim 'Amir went up to him and made 
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hilbelly,and brought itback toM�andhungit overnight among the 
curtaim of the Ka'ba. When morning came QuTllysh saw 'Amir'. sword 
hanging among the curtains of the Ka'ba and recognized it. They laid, 

4JI 'This is 'Amir'asword; Milr.raz has anacked and killed him.' This is what 
happened, and while thia vendett. W1l going on, Islam inten'ened between 
men,. and they occupied themse!vea with that, until when QUTllysh dceided :� �

e
:

_
Badr they remeRlbered the vendetta with B. Bah and were afnid 

Mikru b. l;laf, said.bouthia killing 'Amir: '�::
r 
I:a�h�r�t it was 'Amir I remembered the flcshlcss corpse of my 

Iuid tomyself, it is 'Amir, fear not my aoul and look to what you do 
I :'�u�r:���a;

n
� :;o�:. I got in a shrewd blow with the sword, it 

I ::
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:.d down on him, on a brave, experienced man, with a sharp 
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came to grips I did not ahow myself a son of ignoble 

l ilaked my vengeance, forgetting not revenge which only weaklinlJ$ 
forgo (353) 

Yuid b. Rl1min from 'UIVo'" b. al-Zubayr told me that when QuTllysh 
were rcady to set off they remembered their quarreJ with B. Bakr and it 
almost deterred them from starting. However, Iblis appeared to them in 
the form of Suriqa b. I\111ik b. Ju'tham al-Mudliji who was one of the 
chiefs of B. Kiniinl lllying, 'I will gulrantcc that Kinlna willnot att.cIr. 
you in the rcar,' sothey went offspoeedily, 

The apostle act out in the month of RamaQln (354). He gave the flag to 
4lJ MI1,'ab b. 'Urrur.yr b. Hhhim b. 'Abdu Manlfb. 'Abdu'I·Dlr (355). The 

apostle was preceded by two blla flap, one with 'Ali called al-'Uqlb and 
theotherwith oDeofthe�. His companiona hadlCventy camels on 
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which men rode in turns: the apostle with 'Ali and Marthad b. Abu Mar
thad al·Chanawi one camel; I;lamu and Zayd b. l;fliritha and Abu Kabt.ha 
and Anasa freedmen of the apostle one amel; and Abu Bnr, and 'Umar, 
and 'Abdu'I·RaDmlin b. 'Auf one camel. The apostle put O\'er the rear
guard Qays b. Abu $a'J!a'a brother of B. l\Uzin b. al-Najjlir (356). 

He took the road to Mecca by the upper route from l\'ledina, then byal
'Aqlq, Dhii'I-l;fulayfa, and Oliltu'l-jaYlh (357). Then he passed Turb�n, 
Malal, Chamisu'I-l;famlim, $ukhayrlitu'I-Yamam, and Sayala; then by the 
ravine ofal-Rau�ii' 10 Shanuka, whichisthe directroute, until at'lrqu'l
Z,abya (358) he met a nomad. He asked him about the Quraysh party, but 
found that he had no news. The people said, 'Salute God's apostle.' He 
said,'Haveyougot Cod'sapostlewith youl'and when theysaidthatthey 
had, hesaid, ' l f you are Cod't apostle, then tell me what is in the belly of 
my the-camel here.' Salama b. Sallma said to him, 'Oon't question Cod't 
apostle; but CXIme to me and I will tell you about it. You leapt upon her 
and Ihe has in her belly a little goat from you!' Theapostiesaid,'Enoughl ;t;�

a
�ve spoken obscenely to the man: Then he turned away from 

The apostle stopped at Sajsaj which ilthe weliofal-RauDl'j then wen 1 
on to al-Mun,araI, leaving the Meccan road on the left, and went to the 
right to al-Nbiya making for Badr. Arrived in its neighbourhood he .34 
croued a wadi called RUDq�n between al-Nlziya and the pass of al.�afrl'; 
then along the pa5S; then he deoouched from itunti1 when near al-�afrl' 
he tent Basbas b. 'Amr al-juhani, an ally ofB. SI'ida, and 'Adiy b. Abu 
Zaghbl' al-Juhani, allyof B. al-Najjlr, to Badr to acout for news about 
Abu SufrAn and his caravan.' Having Knt them on ahead he mo\'ed off 
and \\hen he got to al-Safti', which is a village between two mountains, he 
uked what their names were. He was told that they were MusliD and 
Mukhri',' He asked aoout their inhabitants and wu told that they were 
B. al·Nir and B. l;futiq,l two clans of B. Ghiflr. The aposlle drew an ill 
omen from their names and so disliked them that he refused to pass be-
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News came to him that Quraysh had tet out to protect their caravan, 
and he told the people of this and asked their advice. Abu Bakr and then 
'Umar gOt up and spoke well. Then al-MiqdM got up and said, '0 apostle 
of God, go where Cod tells you for we are with you. We will not say at the 
children of Israel nid to Moses, "You and your Lord go and fight and we 
will ttayat home,'" but you and your Lord go and fight, and we will fight 
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Thtn the apostle retumed to his COffipanions; and when night fell he 
sent 'All and al·Zubayr b. al·'Awwlm and Sad b. Abu Waqqlf with a 
-� � � --- . � � . - � - � - � 
parties, according to what Yazld b. Ruml" from 'Urwa b. al.Zubayr told 
me, and they fell in with lOme water-camels of Quraysh, among whom 
were Allam, a Ilave of B. al-l:Iajjlj, and 'ArI� Abu Yulr, a you!lg man of 
B. AI-'.� b. Sa'ld, and they brought them along and questioned them 
while the apostle wu standing praying. They lIid, 'We are the watermen 
of Quraysh; they Knt UJ to get them water,' The people were displeased 
at theirrl'port, for they had hoped that they would belong to Abu Sufym, 
110 they beat them, and when they had beaten them lOundly, the two men 
said, 'We belong to AbU Sufyan,' BO they let them go. The apostle bowed 
and prostrated himself twice, and said, 'When they told you the trut h you 
beat them; and when they lied you let them alone. They told the truth; 
they do belong to Quraysh. 1'1'11 me you two about Ihe Quraysh." They 
replied, 'They are behind this hill which you see on the farthest lide.' 
(The hill was aI-·Aqanqa!.) The apostle asked them how many they were, 
and when they said, 'Many,' he asked for the numbcr, but they did not 
know; so he asked them how many bcUII Ihey Ilaughtered every day, and 
when lheysaid nine or ten, he said, 'The pl'Qple are betwl'en nine hundred 
and a thousand.' Then he asked how many nobles of Quraysh were 
among them. They said: "Utba, Shayba, Abu'I-Bakhtari, Hakim, Naufal, 
al.l;U.rith b. 'Amir, Tu'ayma, al-NaQT, Zama'a, Abu Jahl, Umayya, Nab!h, 
Munabbih, Suhayl, 'Amrb. 'Ahdu Wudd.' The apostle went to the people 
and said, 'This l\1c<:ca hu thrown to you the pieces of its li,·ert" 

Basbasand 'Adiy had gone on unlil they reached Badr, and halted on a 
hill near the ", .. ter. Then they look an old skin to fetch wain while Majdl 
b. 'Amr ai-Juhan! was by the water. 'Adly and Basbas heard two girl. 
from the village discussing a debt, and one said to the other, 'The car al'an 437 
will come tomorrow or the day after and I will work for thern and then 
pay you what l owe you.' jI,'Iajdi lIid, 'You are right,' and he made 
arrangements with them. Adiyand Basbas ol'erheud this, and rode offto 
the apostle and told him what they had Ol·erheard. 

Abu Sufyan wenl forward to get in fronl of the cara\'an as a precaution. 
llry measure until he came down to the water, and uked l\lajdi if he had 
noticed anything. He replied that he had seen nothing untoward: merely 
two riders had stopped on the hill and taken water away in a �kin. Abu 
Sufyan came to theapot where they had halted, picked up BOrne camel 
dung and broke it in piecet andfound that it contained date-stonet. '11 y 
God,' he said,'thia is the fodder of Yathrib.' He returned at once to his 
companions and changed the caravan's direction from the road to the sea
ahoTeJea\ing Badron the left, travellLng u quickly as possible. 

Quraysh advanced and when they reached al-Ju�fa Juhaym b. al-$alt b. 
Makhrama b. al.Muttalib saw a vision. HI' uid, 'Between waking and 

, T. Il04. 4, 'wh�", th� Qlln<yoh .re·. ' ;.�. ';to belt men'. 
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sleeping I salOl a man advancing on a horse with a amel, and then he 
halted and said: "Slain are 't:tba and Shayba and Abu'l-J:lakam and 
Umayya" (and he went on to enumerate the men who were killed at Badr, 
all nobles of Qura)'llh)_ Then I saw him Slab his camel in the chest and 
send it loose into the camp, and e\'erysingletent .... 'lIS bespattered with it. 
blood.' When the story reached Abu Jahl hesaid, 'Here's another prophet �:o: �i

l
�d�1ullalibl He'll know tomorrow if we meet them who i. going 

When Abu Sufyan saw that he had sa\'ed his uJ'2van he sent word to 
Quraysh, 'Sinceyou came outto save your caravan, your men, and your 

438 propeny, and God has delivcred them, go back.' Abu Jahisaid, 'By God, 
we will not go back until we have been to Badr'-Badr was the site of one 
of the Arab fairs where they used to hold a market e\'ery year. 'We will 
Bpend three day. there, slaughter camels and feut and drink wine,and 
the girls shall play for la. The Arabs will hear that we have come and 
gathered together, and will respect UI in future. So come on!' 

AI·Akhnas h. Shariq b. 'Amr b. Wahb a[.Thaqafl, an ally of B. Zuhra 
who were in al.Jul;tfa, addressed the latter, uying, 'God hu laved you 
and your property and delivered your companion Makhnuna b. Naufal; 
and u you only came out to protect him and hi� property, Jay any 
charge ofco .... -ardice onmeandgo back. There i�no point in going towar 
without profit as thi� man would have la,' meaning Abu Jahl. So they 
returned and not a lingle Zuhrite wu present at Badr. They obeyed him 
ashe was a man of authority. Every clan of Ouraysh was represented 
except n. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: not one of them took pan, so with the return of 
B. Zuhra with al·Akhnu these twO tribes were not represented at all 
There was some discussion between T�Jib b. Abu Talib, who was with the 
army, and some of OuraYlh. The latter said, 'We know, 0 B. IUshim, 
Ihal if you have come out with us your hean is with Muhammad.' So 
Tilib and some others returned to Mecca. Tilib said: 

o God, if Tilib goes forth to war unwillingly 
With one of these squadrons, 
Lct him be Ihe plundered not the plunderer, 
The vanquished not the victor (361). 

Qura)'Sh went on unlil they halted on the farther side or the ..... adi 
behind al.'Aqanqat. The bed ofthe wadi-Yalyal-.... 'lIS between nadr and 
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turned the soft lind of the wadi into a comJnct surface which did not 
hinder the apostle', movement�, bUI gravdy restricted the mO\'ements of 
Quraysh. The apostle went forth to hasten his men to the water and when 
he got to the nearell water of Badr he halted. 

I was told that men of II. Salama lllid that al-l:lubil.b b. al·Mundhirb. 
al-Jamul;t said to the apostle: 'Is this a place which God has ordered 
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you to occupy, 10 that we can neither advance nor withdraw from it, 
oris it a matter of opinion and military tactics?' When he replied that 
it was the laner he pointed out that it was not the place 10 SlOp bUI Ihat 
tbey should goon 10 the waler nearest to the enemy and halt there, stop 
up the wells beyond it, and construct a cistern 10 that they would have 
plenty of water; then they oould fight theirencmy who would have no thing 
to drink. The apostle agreed that this was an excellent plan and it was 
immediately carried out; the wells were stopped; a cistern was built and 
fill,�:;�
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said: '0 prophet of God, leI us make a booth (T- of palm-branchet) for 
you to occupy and have your riding camcls standing by; thcn we will mcct 
Ihe enemy and if God gives us the victory that is what we desire; if the «0 
WOnit OCCUni you can mount your camels and join our people who are left 
behind, for they arejust u deeply attached to you as we are. Had they 
thought that )"Ou �"Ould be fighting they would not have stayed behind. 
God wiU protect you by them; they will gi\·e you good cOUMei and fight 
with you.' The apostle thanked him and bleased him. Then a booth was 
constructed for Ihe apostle and he remained there. 

Quraysh, having marched [orth at daybreak, now came on. When the 
apostle saw them descending from the hill 'Aqanqal into the valley, he 
cried, '0 God, here come the Quraysh in their vanity and pride, contending 
wilh Thee and calling Thy aposde a liar. 0 God, grant the help which 
Thou didst promise me. Destroy them this morningl' Before uttering 
these words he had seen among the enemy 'Ulba b. Rabi'a, mounted on a 
red camel ofhis,anduid, 'lf there isanr good in any one o[them, it will 
be with the man on the red camel: if they obey him, they will take the right 
way.' Khuf5f h. Aima' b. Ra!)a<,la, or his fatber Aima' h. Ra1)aQa al
GhiBri, had sent to Qura)'5h, as they passed hy, a IOn o[ his with lOme 
camel., for slaughter, which he gave them as a gift, saying, 'If you want us 
to support you with arms and men, we will do so;' but they sent to him the 
following message by the mouth of his son-'You have done all that a 
kinsman ought. If we are fighting only mcn, we are surely equal to them; 
and if we are fighting God, u Muhammad alleges, none is able to with
Iland Him.' And when Quraysh encamped, some of them, among whom 
was Hakim b. l:Iizlm, went to the ciltem of the apostle to drink. 'Let them 
bel' hc said; and every man that drank of it on that day was killed, excep t 
l;Iakim,' who afterwards became a good Muslim a."ld used to say, when hc 
was earnest in his oath, 'N.y, by Him who saved me on the day of UlIdr.' 

My father, Isb5q h. Yadr, and other learned men told me on the autho- H' 
rity of some elden of the An,ar that when the enemy had M:uled in their 
camp they sent 'Urnayr b. Wahb al-Jumllbl 10 estimate Ihe number of 
Muhammad's foJlowel"!l. He rode on hOr!ICback round the camp and on his 
return said, 'Three hundred men, a little more or less; but wait till I 1I."e 

' T- -.ldo; 'lIe flalpN on l honc of hi, .... lled ol.Wojih: So oloo ll.A,h 
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whether they have any in:lmbush oraupport.' He IIllIde hil way far into 
the \'alley but nw nothing. On hi. return he nid, 'I found nothing, but 0 
people of Qura)'5h, I have seen camels carrying Death-the camels of 
Yathrib laden withcertaindeath. These men have no defence or refuge 
but their sword •. By Godl I do not think that a man of them will be alain 
till he slay one of you, and if they kill of you a number equal to their own, 
what is the good of living after that? Consider, then, wllat you will do.' 
When l:Iaklm b. l;IizJim heard those words, he went on foot among.t the 
folk until he came to 'Ulba b. Rab!'a and said, '0 Abu'I-Walld, you are 
chief and lord of Ourayah and he whom they obey. Do you wish to be 
remembered with praise among them 10 Ihe end of time?' 'Utba nid, 
'How may that be, 0 l;Iakim?' He answered, 'Lead them back and take up 
the cause of your ally, 'Amr b. al-J:laQrami.' 'I will do it,' uid 'Utba, 'and 
you are witne .. against me (if I break my word): he was under my protec
tion, so it behovcs me to pay his bloodwil and what was seized of his wealth 
(to his kinsmen). Now go you to Ibn al-l:Ian�aliya. for I do not fear that 
anyone will make trouble except him (36:z).' Then 'Utba rose to speak 
and uid, 'O people of Qurayshl By God, You will gain naught by giving 
banle to Muhammad and his companions. If you fall upon him, nch one 
of you will alwaya be looking with loathing on the face of another who has 
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+41 they kill him, Ihal is what you want; and if it be otherwise, he will find ���:.?u have not tried to do to him what you (in fact) would have liked 

I�aklm laid: 'I went to Abu Jahl and found him oiling a coat of mail 
(J63)' which he had taken out of itl bag. I said to him, "0 Abli'I-J:lakam, 
'Utba hu acnt me to you with luch-and-such a message," and 1 toJd him 
what 'Ulba had uid. "ByGod,"he cried, "his lungs became Iwollen (with 
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not believe his own words, but he saw that r.luhammad and hi. COln_ 
panions are (in number as) the eaters of one slaughtered tamel, and his 
son is among them, so he is afraid lest you sJay him." Then he �nt to 
'Amir b. al-J:laQrami, uying, "This ally of youn is for turning back with 
the folk at this time when you sec your blood-re\'enge before yourcyc:s. 
Arise, therefore, and remind them of your CO\'enant and the murder of 
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ltubbornly on their e\'il counc and 'Utba'. advice \\'IS \Io'lSted on them. 
When 'Utba heard how AbU Jahl had taunted him, he "id, "He with the 
befouled garment! will find out whose lung. are swollen, mine or his 
(36,.).''' Then 'Utba looked for a helmet to put on his head; but aceing 
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Muhammad b. l\1uslim b. Shih�b at-Zuhri on the authority of 'Abdullah 
h. Tha'lablil b. �u'ayral_'Udhri, an ally of B. Zuhra, told me that when the 
warriors advan�ed 10 battle and drew near 10 one another Abu Jahlcried, 
'0 God, destroy this morning him that more than any of us hath �ut the �::n��:�!�

l
:�: d,:��ht that which is not approved." Thus he con-

Then the apostle took a handful of small pebbles and said, turning 
towards Quraysh. 'Foul be those faces!' Then he threw the pebbles at 
them and ordered his companions to charge. The foe WI.! routed. God 
slew many of their chiefs and made eapth-e many of their nobles. Mean
while the apostle was in the hut and Sa'd b. JI.·Iu'iidh was standing at the 
door of the hUl gin with his sword. With him were some of the Anpr 
guarding the apostle for fear lest the enemy should come back at him. 
Whilethe folk were laying hands on the prisoners the apostle, as I ha\'e 
been told, sawdispleasure on the face of Sa'd at what they were doing. He 
said to him, 'You seem to dislike what the people lire doing.' 'Yes, by «6 
God.' he replied, 'it is the first defeat that God hu broughton the infi del 
and I would rather see them slaughtered than left alive.' 

AI-'Abbls b. 'Abdullah b. Ma'had from one of his family from Ibn 
'Abbb toid methatthe latter said thatthe prophet aaidtohis oompanions 
that day, 'I Ir.now thataome ofB. Hashim and otherl ha,'e been forced to 
come out apinst their will and ha"e no detire to fight us; so if any of you 
meet one of B. Hashim or Abu'I-Bakhtari or al·'Abbb the apostle's uncle 
do not kill him, for he has been made to come out against hi. will.' Abu 
l;Iudhayfa said: 'Are we to kilt our fathers and our sons and our brothe rs 
and our families and leave 1I1-'Abbb? By God, if I meet him I will flesh 
my sword in him!' b6?). 

This saying reached the apostle'. ears and he said to 'Vmar, '0 Abu 
l;Iaf,'-and 'Umar said that this was the first time the apostle called him 
by this honorific-'ought the face of the apostle's uncle to be marked with 
the sword?' 'Umar replied, 'LeI me off with his head! By God, the man 
is a fab.e Muslim." Abu l:ludhayfa used to aay, 'I ne"er felt safe after my 
words that day. I was always afraid unless manyrdom atoned for them.' 
He was killed as a manyr in the battle of aI-Yamama. 

The reason why the apostle forbade the killing of Abu'I-Balthtari was 
because he hadlr.ept back the people in Mt1:ca from the apostle; he never 
inlulted him or did anything offelllive; and he took a prominent pan in 
the cancelling of the boycott which Quraysh had written agailllt B. H;lshim 
and B. al.Multalib. Now at-Mujadhdhar b. Dhiy�d al-BalawT, an ally of 
the Anpr, of the clan of B. Salim b. 'Auf, fell in with him and told him 
that the apostle had forbidden them to kill him. Now al-'i\� Abu'I·Bakh-
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«7 tan wu accompanied by his fellow-rider Junlda h. l\Iutay�a d. Zuhayr b. 
al-I:larith b. And who was one of R. Layth, and he said, 'And what about 
my friend herc?' 'No, by God: said al-Mujadhdhar, 'we arc not going to 
spare your friend. The apostle gave us orders about you only.' 'In that 
case,' he said, 'I will die with him. The women of l\.'1ecca shall nOt say that 
I forsook my friend to save my own life.' He uttered this 'aja:s as al
Mujadhdhar came at him and he insisted on fighting: 

A son of the free bctnys not his friend 
Till he's dead, or sees him safe on his way. 

��;c:.�
ult was that al-Mujadhdhar killed him and composed these lines 

Do you not know or have you forgotten ? 
Then note well my line is from Rali. 
Thosewho thrust with Yazanispears 
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Or tell my son the like of me. 
I am he of whom it is said my origin is in Ball. 
When I thrust in my spear it bcndsalmost double 
I kill my opponent with a sharp Mashrafl sword, 
I yearn for death like a camcl o\'erfullwith milk. 
You will not sec Mujadhdhar telling a lie (J68). 

Then al-l\.1ujadhdharwcnt to the apoltle and told him that he had done 
hisbcst to take him pri!lOnerand bring him to him but that he had insistcd 
on fighting and the result had been fatal to him (JIJ9). 

448 Ya�y"- b. 'Abbld b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr told me on Ihe authority of 
his father; and 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr and others on the authority of 
'Abdu'I-Ra�mln b. 'Auf told me the same, saying: 'Umayya b. Khalafwas 
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Mecca he would say, "Do you dis like the name your parents gave you?" 
and I would say yes; and he would say, "As for me, I don't know al
Ra�m.ln, !IO adopt a name which I can call you between ourscll'cs. You 
won't reply to your original name, and I won't u!IC one I don't know." 
When hesaid "O'Abdu 'Amr" I wouldn't answer him, and finally I said, "0 
Abu 'Ali, call me what you like," and he called me" 'Abdu'I-I1�h" and f 
accepted the name from him. On the day of Hadr I passed by him standing 
with his son 'All holding him t-y the hand. I was carrying coalS of mail 
which I had looted; and when he saw me he said, "0 'Abdu 'Amr," but 
I would nOI answer until he aid "0 'Abo.lu'I-II:\h." Then he pid, "W()n't 
you take me prisoner, for I am more \'lIluable than IhetC ants or mail 
which you have?" "Dy God I will," I said, So I threw awaylhe mail and 
took him and his son by the hand, he saying the while "l never saw a day 



1 

The Life of Muhammad 

like Ihil. Hneyou no use for milk 1" Then 1 walkcd offwith the pair of 
them' (J7o), 

'Abdu'I-W�l)id b, Abu 'Aun from Sa'd b, Ibr;1him from hi, father 
'Abdu'l-Ral)m�n b. 'Auf told me that the laner said: Cmayya said to me 
as I walked between them holding their handl, 'Who is that man who il 
wearing an ostrich feather on his breast I' When I told him it was I�amu 
he said that it was he who had done them 110 much damage. AI I was 
leading them away nilal saw him with me. Kow it was Lmayya who used 
to torture DiUI in Mecca to make him abandon Islam, bringing him out to 
thelCOrching heat ofthe sun, laying himonhis back, and putting a great 
stone on hi. chest, telling him that he could Blay there until he V\'e u p the 449 
rdigion of r..luhammad, and Bil:tl kept s.aying 'One! One!' AI soon as he 
saw him he said, 'The arch-infidd UmayYll b. Khalaf! May I not Ih'e if 
heli,·es.' I said, '(Would you attack)myprillOnersr' Buthekept cryingout 
these word. in spite of my remonsuances unlil finally he shoutcd at the 
tOp of hi, voice, '0 God's Helpers, the arch-infidel Umayya b. Khalaf! 
May I not live if he lh·es.' The people formed a ring round us as I was 
protecting him. Then a man drew his sword' and cut off his son', foot so 
that he fell down and Umayya letoul a cry such as I have never heard; and 
I said to him 'Make yourescape' (though he had no chance of escape) 'I can 
do nothing for you.' They hewed them 10 picces with their swords until 
thcy werc dead, Abdu'l-Ral)m:tn used to say, 'God have mercy on Dil:tl 
I 1���I:a:. �b�����O�; �:p�:v:� ��I�f

a�rr�����;'bbb; 'A man 
of B. GhiBr told me: I and a cousin of mine went up a hill from which we 
could look down on Badr, we bcing polytheislS waiting to see the result of 
the tNIttie 110 that we could join in the looting. And while we were on the 
hill a cloud came near and we heard the ncighing of hones and I heard one 
saying "Forward, Uayzum!'" As for my cousin, his heart burst asunder 
and he died on the spot; I almostperished, then I pulled myself together.' 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bah from one of B. Sl'ida from Abu Usayd Mllik 
b. Rabi'a who was present at Badrtold him after he had lost hillight: 'If 
I were in Badr today and had my sight I could Ihow you the glen from 
which the angels emerged. I have not the slightest doubt on the point.' 

My father Isl)aq b, Yas:tr from men of B, Mhin b. al-Kajjar from Abu 
Da'ild al-Mh.ini, who was at Badr, told me: 'I was pursuing a polytheist 450 
at Uadr to smite bim, when hi, head fell off before I could gct at him with 
my sword, and I knew that someone else had killed him.' 

One abo,·e suspicion from Miqsam. freedman of 'Abdullah b. al-Uilrith 
from 'Abdullah b. 'Abbas, told me, 'The .ign of the angels at Badr was 
white turbans flowing behind them: at I�unayn they wore red turtNIns' 
(J71), 

One above suspicion from Miqsam from Ibn 'Abbb told me: The angels 



Tht Life of Muhammad 

did not fight in any battle but Badr. In theotheroouleslheywere thereu 
reinforcements, bulthey did not fighl. 

As he was fighting that day Abu Jahl was pying 
What has fierce war to dislikt about me, 
A young he-camel with razor-like teeth? 
For this very purposc did my mother bear me (372) 

When the apostle had finished with the enemy he ordered that AbuJahl 
should be looked for among the slain. cr. He said, '0 God, don't Jet him 
escape Thee!') The first man to find him-so Thaur h. Vazid from 'Ikrima 
from Ibn 'Abbils told me; as well as 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr who told me 
the aame-was l\lu'lidh b. 'Amr b. al-Jamu�, brother of n. Salama, whom 
they reported as Pying: I heard the pwple aaying when Abu Jahl was in a 
sort of thicket, 'Abu'l-I:lakam cannot begot at' (373). Whcn I heard that 

45 I I made it my business, and made for him. When I got within striking dis_ 
tance J fell upon him and felch(.'{i him a blow which Knt his foot and half 
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my ann and it hung by the skin from my side, and the battle compelled me 
to leave him. 1 fought the whole of the day dragging my arm behind me 
and when it became painful to me I put my foot on it and standing on it I 
tore it off.' He lived after that into the reign of 'Uthmlin. 

Mu'awwidh h. 'Afri' passed Abu Jahl as he lay there helpless and smote 
him until he left him at his last gasp. He himself went on fighting until he 
was killed. Then 'Abdullah b. Mas'ud passed by Abu Jah! when the apostle 
had ordered that he was to be searched for among the slain. I have heard 
that the apostle had told them that if he was hidden among the corpst:S 
they were to look for the trace ofa Icaron his knee. When they both were 
young they bad been pressed together at the table of 'Abdullah b. Jud'an. 
He was thinner than Abu Jahl and he gne him a push which &enl him to 
his knees and one of them wasseratched so deeply that it !eft a pcrmanent 
seu. 'Abdullah b. l\hs'ud said that he found him at his last gasp and put 
his foot on his neck (for he had once dawed at him and punched him in 
l\'1ecca), and said to him: 'Has God put you to shame, you enemy of God I' 
He replied 'I-low has He shamed me? Am I anything more remarkable 
than a man you ha\"e killed?' Tell me how the battle went. J-Ie told him 
that it went in fa\'our of Cod and His apoltle(37;). 

Men of B. 1\lakhzum assert that Ibn I\las'ud used to say: He said to me, 
453 'You ha\"e climbed high, you little shepherd.' Then 1 cut off his head and 

brought it to the apostle saying, 'This is th1: head of the enemy of Cod. 
Abu Jahl.' He said, 'By God than Whom there is no other, i. it?' (This 
used to be hiloath.) 'YN,' l said, and l threw his hcad before the apostle 
and he galle thanks to God (375). 
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'Ukkbhab. Mil:Jtanb, l:Iurthinal.Asadi, allyofB,'Abdu Shams, fought 
at Badruntil hi.&word waa broken in his hand, He came to the apostle 
who ga\'e him a wooden cudgel telling him to fight with that. When he 
took ithe brandished it and it bccame in his hand a long, strong, gltamin g 
sword, and he fought with it until God gave victory to the Muslims. The 
sword was called a.l-'Aun and he had it with him in all the batdes he fought 
with the apostle until finally he was killed in the rebcllion, Blill holding iI, :;;;'�:'�;: b. Khuwaylid a.l.Asadj' killed him, and this is what he said 

What do you think about a people when you kill them? 
Aretheynol men thoughtheyarenot Muslims� 
If camels and women werecaplured 
You will not get away SClthelCM after killing l:Iibal. 
I set I;lim!la's breast against them-a mare well used 10 
The ery of 'Warriors down to the fight I' 
(One day you aee her protected and co\'ered, 
Another day uneneumbered dll$hto the fray) 
The night I left Ibn Aqramlying 
And 'UkUsha the Ghanmite dead on the field (376), 

When the apostle said, '7o,oooofmy peopleshall enter Paradise like the 
full moon' 'Ukklshaasked if he could bconeof them, and the aposde 
prayed that he might be one. Oneofthe An,�rgot up and asked that he 
too might be one of them, and he replied, "UkUsha has foreatalled you 
and the prayer is cold.' 

I ha\'e heard from his family that Ihe aposde said: 'Ours is the best 
horseman among the Arabs,' and when we asked who, he said that it was 
'UkU.sha. When Oilir b. al·Atwar al-Asadi said, 'That is a man of ours,' 
theapostie answered, 'He is not yours but ours through alliance' (377l. 

Yazld b. Rum�n from 'Urn'a b. al.Zubayr from 'A'isha told me that the 
latler said:'When the apostle ordered that the dead should be thrown in toa 
pit they were all thrown in except Umayya b, Khalaf whose body had swelled 
within hi. armour so that it filled it and when they went to mO\'e him his 
body disintegrated ;  so they left it where it was and heaped earth and slones 
upon it. As Ihey threw them into the pit the apostle stood and said : "0 
people of the pit, have you found that what Cod threatened is true? For 
I have found that what my Lord prom�d me is true." His companions <Is. 
1Sked: "Areyouspeakingto deadpeopJe?" He replied that they knew Ihat 
what their Lord had promised them was true.' 'A'isha said: 'People say ��::.��,=-id "They hea, what I uy to them," but what he said was "They 
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They spoke not. Had thcyspokcn they would ha\'esaid, 
'Thou wast right and thy judgment Wall BOund.' 

When the apostle gave the order for them to be thro"n into the pit 
'Ulba was dragged to it. I have been told Ihal lhe apostle looked at the 
face of his son Abii I�udhayfa, and 10 he Wall sad and his colour had 
changed. He uid, '1 fear that you fcel dceply the fate of your father' or 
words to that effect. 'No,' hesaid, 'l have no misgivings aboul my father 
and hisdeath, but 1 used 10 know my fatheru a wise, cultured, and vir
IUOUS man and so I hoped that he would be guidM 10 Islam. When I 
aaw what had befallen him and that he had died in unbelief after my hope! 
for him it saddened me.' The apostl� blessed him and spoke kindly to him. 

I have been told that the Quran came down about certain men who were 
killed at Badr: 'Those whom the angels took who were wronging them
seh'es they asked, What were you (doing)? They said: We were oppressed 
in the earth. They said: Wall not God's earth wide enough that you could 
have migrated therein? As for them their habitation will be helJ-an evil .56 
resort." They were: al-l:I�rith b. Zama'a; Abu Oays b. al·Hkih; Abu 
Oays b. al-Walid; 'Ali b. Umayya; and al-'Al b. Munabbih. These had 
been Muslims while the apostle was in Mecca. When he migrated 10 
Medina thdr fathers and families in Mecca shut them up and seduced 
them and they let themselves be seduced. Then they joined theirpe<lple 
in Ihe expedition to Badrand were all kitted. 

Then the aposlle ordered that everything Ihat had been collecled in the 
camp should be brought logether, andlhe Muslims quarrelled about it. 
Those who had collected it claimed iI, and those who had foughl and 
pursued the enemy claimed that had it not been for them there would 
have been no boolY and that had they not engaged the enemy they would 
not ha\"ebeen able to get anything; while those who were guarding the 
apostle lest the eneQ"ly should attack him claimed that they had an equ al 
right, for they had wanted to fight the enemy, and they had wanted to 
seize the booty when there wu none to defend iI, but they were afraid 
that the enemy might return 10 Ihe charge and so they kept their position 
round the apostle 

'Abdu'I-Ra1:lm�n b. al-l:I�rith and others of our friends from SulaymAn 
b. Mud from Mak]:lUl from Abu Umima al-Bihili (378) said: 'I asked 
'UbMa b. al-$1mit about the chapter of ai-Ali/iii and he said that it ume 
down concerning those who took part in the battle of Badr when they 
quarrelled about the booty and showed their evil nature. God took it out ��:��:

s
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.
� and gave it to the apostle, and he divided it equally among 

'Abdullah b. AbU Bakr told me that M�lik b. Rabi'a one of B. S�'ida .57 
from Abu Usa)'d al·SJ'idl said: 'I got • •  word belonging to B. 'A'idh the 
Makhziimites which W1Sulled al-MarzubAn, and when the apostle ordered 
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evcryone to turn in what they had taken I came andthrewitinto thehcap 
ofapoila. Now the apostlc never held NCIt anything he was aslted for and 
a1-Arqamb. Abo.'I_Arqam Itnew this and aslted him for it and the apostle 
gave it him: 

Then the apoltle atnt 'Abdullah b. Rawl�awith the good neWi of the 
victory tothe people ofUppcr Medina, andZaydb. I:Uritha tothepcople 
of Lower Medina. Ualma b. Zayd aaid: 'The neW!! came to u. lUI we had 
heaped carth on RuqaY}'2 the apostle'. daughter who WIUI married to 
'Uthm1n b. 'Man, (the apostle having left me behind with 'Uthmln to 
look aher her), that Zayd b. l:I�ritha had come. So I went to him as he 
was.tanding in the place ofpnyer aurrounded by the people, and he was 
aaying: "'Utba and Shaybaand AbU Jahl and Zama'a and AbU'!-Bakhtarl 
and Umayya and Nubayh and Munabbih have bcen slain." I uid, "Is 
this true, my father?" and hesaid, "Ycs, by God it is,my son:" 

Then the apostle began his return journey to Medina with the un
believing pritonen, among whom were 'Uqba b. AbO. Mu'a}1 and a1-Na(lr 
b. al-I:U.rith. The apostle carried with him the booty that had been taken 
from the polytheiaa and put 'Abdullah b. Ka'b in charge of it. A rajaz 
poct ofthe Muslims{J79) said 

Start your camels, ° Basbasl 
There'.no halting-p[ace inDhU Ta[�' 
Nor in the dcsert of Ghumayr a pcn 
The people's camels cannot bc Joclted up. 
So to ICt them on the way is wisc.r 
God havinggil'en victory and Althnas having fled. 

Then the apostle went forward until when he came out of the pass of 
al-$a,fri' he halted on the aandhill betwccn the pass and al-Nb:iya called 
Sayar at a tree there and divided the booty which God had granted to the 
Mus[ims equally.' Then he marched until he reached Rau��' when the 
Muslims met him congratulating him and the Muslims on the victory God 
had given him. Salama b. Salima-tO 'A.im b. 'Umar b. Qatlda and 
Yuld b. Rum1n·lo[d mc--said, 'What .reyou congntulating us about? 
By God, we only met lOme bald old women like the sacrificial camels 
who arc hobbled, and we slaughtered theml' The apostle smiled and 
aaid, 'But, nephew, thoacwere the chiefl' {J80). When the apostle was in 
al-�afr:1:, al-NaQr was killed by 'AlT, as a learned Mcccan told me. When 
he was in 'Irqu'l-�abya 'Uqba was killed (J81). He had been captured by 
'Abdullah b. &lima, oneoftheB. al-'Ajlln. 

When the apostle ordered him to be killed 'Uqba said, 'But who wilt 
look after my children, 0 Muhammad(' 'Hell', he said, and '.\tim b. 
Thlbit b. Abli'l-Aqla� a1-Anp.ri killed him according to wlat Abu 
'Ubayda b. Muhammad b. 'Ammlr b. Ylsir told me (J8%). 

' Or. pOMlbl" K.d.rna;nopL.c.forthemlOhalt 
· T  . ..,.t.: 'H. d.nnk f ..... d>oJ ... ler ll>ue ...tled ol_Andq·. 
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Abu Hind, freedman of Farwa b. 'Amr al.BayAQi, met the apostle there 
with ajar full of butter and dates (383). He had stayed behind from Badr 
but was present at all the other battles and afterwards became the apostle'. 
cupper. The apostle said, 'Abu Hind is one of the An,Ar; intermarry with 459 
him,'and they did so. 

The apostle arrived in Medina a day before the prisoners. 'AbduUah b. 
Abu Balr told me that Yal;l.yA b. 'Abdullah b. ·Abdu'I.Ral.unil.n b. A.'ad b. 
Zurnratold him that the prisonen were brought in when Saudad. Zama'a, 
the wife of the prophet, was with the family of 'Afrl' when they were be
wailing 'Auf and Mu'awwidh 'AfrA"1 sons, this being before the veil was 
imposed on them. Sauda said: 'A. I was with them, suddenly it was said: 
"Here are the prisoners" and 1 returned to my house where the apostle 
was. And there was Abii Yazid Suhayl b. 'Amr in a corner of the room 
with his hands tied to his neck. 1 could hardly contain myself when 1 saw 
Abii Yazid in this state and 1 said, "0 Abu Yazid, you surrendered too 
readily. You ought to have died a noble death]" Suddenly the pro
phet's voice startled me: "Sauda, would you Itir up trouble against God 
and his apostle 1" l said, "By God, l couldhardlycontainmyselfwhen l 
saw Abu Yazid in this state and that is why 1 said what 1 did.'" 

Nubayh b. Wahb brother of B. 'Abdu'I·DIr told me that the apostle 
divided the prisonersarnongst his companions and said, 'Treatthemwell.' 
Now Abu 'Miz b. 'Umayr b. HAshim, brother of Mufab b. 'Umayr by 
the same mother and father, was among the prisoners and he said, 'My 
brother Mu�'ab passed by me as one of the An�lr was binding me and he 
said: "Bind him fast, for his mother is a wealthy woman; perhaps she will 
redeem him from you." 1 was with a number of the � when they 
brought me from Badr, and when they ate their morning and evening 
meals they gave me the bread and ate the dates themselves in accordance 
with the orders that the apostle had given about us. If anyone had a 460 
morsel of bread he gave it to me. 1 felt ashamed and returned it to one of 
them but he returned it tome untouched' (384)' 

The first to come to Mecca with news of the disaster was aI.l:Iaysumln 
b. 'Abdullah al·Khuzl'i, and when they asked for news he enumerated all 
the Quraysh chiefs who had been killed. !;iafwil.n who was sitting in the 
�jjr said, 'This fellow is out of his mind. Ask him about me.' So they 
said: 'What happened to !;iafwln b. Umayya?' He answered, 'There he is :��;�
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e
��; �jjr, and by God 1 saw his father and his brother when they 

Busayn b. 'Abdullah b. 'Ubaydallah b. 'AbMs from 'Ikrima, freedman 
of Ibn 'Abbas, told me that Abu RAfi', freedman of the apostle, said, 'I used 
10 be a slave of 'Abbas. Islam had entered among us, the people oflhe 
houK; .' Abbas had become a Muslim,· and so had Ummu'I-FaQl, and 80 
had 1. But 'Abbas v.'SS afraid of his poople and disliked togo against them, 
80 he hid his faith; he had a great deal of money scattered among the 

• Th .... .. ord . .... nolfoun<! in T." quotation from l. I. 
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people. Abu Lahab had stayed behind from the Badrexpedition sending 
in his stead al·'At b. Hishlm; for that is what they did-any man who 
stayed behind sent another in his place. And when news came of the 
Quraysh disaster at Badr God humiliated Abu Lahab and put him to 
shame while we found ourselves in a position of power and respect. Now 

.61 I was a weak man and I used to make arrows, sharpening them in the tent 
of Zamz.am, and 10 as I wu sitting there with Ummu'I.FaQl lharpening 
arro .... -s delighted with the news that had come, up came Abu Lahab 
dragging his feet in ill temper and $It down at the end of the tent with his 
backto mine. As he was sitting there peopleaaid,"Here is Abu Sufyln b. 
a1-l::Iirith b. 'Abdu'I·Munalib (]8S) just arrived." Abu Lahab aaid, 
"Come here, for you have news." So he came and SlIt with him while the 
people stood round, andwhen he asked his nephew for the neWI he aaid, 
" As  soon as we met the party we turned Our backs and they were killing 
and capturing uajust as they pleased; and by God I don't blame the people 
Cor that. We met mcn in white on piebald hOl'lCl between heaven and 
earth, and by God they spared nothing and none could withstand them." 
So 1 lifted the rope of the tent and said: "Those were the angels." Abu 
Lahab struck me violcntiy in the face. 1 leapt It him,buthe knocltcd me 
down and knelt on me besting me again and Iglin, for I was I weak man, 
Ummu'I.FaQl went and gotoncof the supports ofthe tent and .plit hil 
head with I blow which left a nasty wound, saying, "You think you can 
despise him now hia muter is away I" He got up and turned tail humiliated. ��::Ze �::

.
!or another week, for God lmote him with pustules, from 

(T, 13¥l. IO. Hiltwo IOns left him unburied for twoorthreenightilO 
that the holllC ltank (for the Quraysh dread pustule:s and the like u men 
dread plague) until finally s man said to them: 'ltis disgracefull Are you 
not ashamed that your father should stink in his house while you do no t 
cover him from the sight of men l' They replied that they were afrlid of 
those ulcers. He offered to go with them. They did not wash the body 
but threw water over it from a distance without touching it. Then they 

, 

::�t
s�:

n::v��7t��:ilo�!: :��!J��lnd above Meea by • wall and 

Ibn l;lamid aaid that Sllama b. II.FlqJ aaid that Muhammad b. bl,tilq 
said Ihat al·'Abbis b. 'Abdullah b. Ma'bad from one oC his flmily on the 
authority of 'Abdullah b. 'AbMs aaid: 'On the night of Badr when the 
prisonera were aafelygulrdcd, theapostie could not sleep during the first 
J)lIn of the night. When his companion. asked him the reason he said: 
"I heard the writhing of aJ·'Abbh in his prison." So they got up and 
liberated him whereupon the apostle slept soundly.' 

On the aame authority I heard that Muhammad b. Isl,tiq laid: '''al· 
l;Iasan b. 'Umira told me from a1.l;Iakam b. 'Utayba from Miqaam from 
Ibn 'Abbils: The man who captured 11·'Abbb was AbU'I·Yuar Ka'b b. 
'Amr brother of the B. Salima. Abu'I·Yasar was a compact little man 
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while al-'Abbils was bulky. When the apostle asked the former how he 
had mllflaged to capture him, he said that a man such as hel1ad never seen 
before or afterwards had helped him, llfld when he described him,the 
aposde said, "A noble angel helped you against him."') 

(Suhayll, ;i.79: In the riwayaof Yunus I. L recorded that the apostle 
saw her (Ummu'I-Fagl) when she was a baby crawling before him and 
said, 'Ifshe grows up and I amSlill alive I will marry her.' But he died 
before she grew up and Sufyln b. al-Aswad b. 'Abdu'l-Asad al-Makhzumi 
married her and she bore him Rizq and Lublba . . . .  

They did not bury Abu Lahab, but he was put against a wall and stones 
were thrown upon him from behind the wall until he was covered. It is 
said that when 'A'isha passed the place she used 10 veil her face.) 

Yal)yit b. 'AbMd b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father 'Abb3d told 
me that Quraysh bewailed their dead. Then they said, 'Do not do this, 
for the news will reach Muhammad and his companions and they will 
rejoice over your misfortune; and do not send messengers- about yololr 
captives but hold back so that Muhammad and his companions may not 
demllfldexcessiveransomB.' Al-Aswad b. al-Muttalib hadlost three ofhis 
sons: Zama'a, 'Aqll, and al-l:Ilrith b, Zama'a, and he wanted 10 bewail 
them, Meanwhile he heard a weeping woman, and as he was blind he told a 
8ervanttogoandseewhetherlamentation had been perrnitted,forifQuraysh 
were weeping over their dead he might weep for Zam'a Abu l;laklma, for ,.62 
he was consumed by a burning sorrow. The servant returned to say that 
it was a woman weeping over a camel she had lost. Thereupon he said: 
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Mecca? You two were alone when you said to her, "1fT am killed ao much 
is for al.Fa(,ll, 'Abdullah and Qutham and ·Ubaydullah ... • 'By him who 
sent you with the truth,' he eltdaimed, 'none but she and I knew of thi., 
and now I know that you are God's apostle.' So he redeemed himself and 
the three men nsme<i above.)' 

'Abdullah b. Abu Balr told me that Abu Sufyin'l lOn 'Amr whom he 
had by a daughter of'Uqba b. Abu Mu'I}1 (390) was a prisoner in the 
apostle's hand. from Badr (391); and when Abil Sufyiln was asked to 
ransom hi. IOn 'Amrhe said, 'Am I to lufl"er the double loss of my blood 
and my money? They have killed 1:Ian�ala and am I to ranlom 'Amr? 
Lea\'e him with them. They can keep him as long as they likel' 

While he was thu. held prilOner in Medina with the apostle Sa'd b. al· 
Nu'man b. AkUI. brother of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, one of the B. Mu'iwiya, 464 
went forth on pilgrimage accompanied by a young wife of hi,. He Wid an 
old man and a Muslim who had Iheep in a].Naq" .' He left that place on 
pilgrimage without fear of any untoward eventl. never thinking that he 
would be detained in Mecca, as he came as • pilgrim, for he knew that 
Quraysh did not u.ually inlerfere with pilgriITll. but trealed them well. 
But Abu Sufyln fell upon him in Mecca and imprisoned him in retaliation 
(or hi.son ·Amr. Then Abu Sufyinsaid: 

o family of IbnAkkill, an.wer his plea 
May you lose eaeh other! Do not surrender the chief in his prime. 
The Banu 'Amr will be base and contemptible 
If Ihey do not release their captive from hi. fctten. 

1:lassin b. Thilbit answered him: 

If Sa'd had been frcethe day he wal in Mecca 
He would have killed ffilInyof you ere he was captured. 
With a sharp sword or. bow ofnah'o wood 
Whoaettring rn'llngswhen the arrow is shol. 

The B. 'Amr b. 'Auf went to the apostle .nd told him the news and 
asked him to give them 'Amr b. AbU Sufyin so that they could let him go 
in exchange for their man and the apostle did so. So they sent him to Abu 
Sufyan and he released Sa'd. 

m:r:dn�ot��t
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men of Mecca in wealth, respect. and merchalldise. His mother was 
Hala d. Khuwaylid, and Khadija was his aunt. Khadija had asked the 
apostle to find him a wife. Now the apostle never opposed her-this was 
before revelation ClIme to him-and 10 he married him to his daughter. 
Khadija used to regard him as her IOn. When God honoured His apostle 46, 
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said that she did not wish togo, Hind offered to gh'e her anything &he 
needed for the journey as well as money. She need not be shy of her, for 
women atood doser together than men. However, though ahe thought she 
was aincere she was afraid of her and denied that she had any intention of 
going. Butahe went on with her preparations. 

These completed, her brother-in-law Kinlna b. al-Rabi' brought her a 
camd and taking his bow he led her away in a howdah in broad daylight. 
After di!ICussing the matter Quraysh went off in punuit and o\'ertook 
them in Dhil 'fuwl. The fint man to come up with them W2S Habblr b. 467 
al-Aswad b. al-Mullalib b. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzza al-Fihrt. He threatened 
her with his lance as she aat in the howdah. It is alleged that the woman 
WlU pregnant and when ahe was frightened she had an abortion. Her 
brother-in-law Kinina knelt and emptied hia quiver [in front of him] and 
said, 'By God, if one of you comes near me I will put an arrow through 
him.' So the men feU back. Then Abu Sufyin with some Qurayah leaders 
came up and as.ked him to unbend his bow 10 that they oould discus. the 
mlItter. Then he came up to him and said, 'You have not done the right 
thing. You bave taken the woman out publidy over the heads of the people 
wlien you know of our miJfortuDe and diaaster which Muhammad haa 
brought on us. The people will think, if you take away ru. daughterpub
lidyover theheada of everyone,thatthat isa aignofour humiliation after 
the diJasterthlt hu happened and an exhibition of utter weakntll. 'Od's 
life we don't"'''lfIt to keep her from her father and that is not our way of 
aetking re,·enge. But take the woman back, and when the cbatter has died 
down and peopleuy that we have brought her back you ean take her away 
ItCretly 10 rejoin herfalher.' This is exactly whatbappened and one night 
he took her off and delivered her to Zayd b. I:Ilrilba and his companion, 
and they took her to the apostle. 

'Abdullah b. Rawlli:la or Abu Khaythama, brother of B. Salim b. 'Auf, 
said of this affair of ZaylUlb'l (39J): 

Tidings reached me of their wicked treatment of Zaynab, 
So criminal that men could not imagine it. 
Muhammad W'IS not put to shame when ahe WII Itnt forth 
Because of the result of the bloody war between us. 
From his alliance with OamQam' and his war with us 
AbU Sufy�n got but disappointment and remont. 
We bound his IOn 'Amr and his s,,{Om friend together 
In weU_wroughtjangling irolU. 
I swear we Bhallnever lacklOldiers, 
Anny leaders with many a champion. 
Dri"ing before us infide1 Qul'2y,huntil weaubdue Ihem 
With a halter above their nosea (and) with a branding iron. 
We wiU drive them to the ends of Najd and Nakhla. 
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� t�:t ��; �:�h:'i:�:�:� �:�';�I. pUr'lue them with horse and foot 

We will bring upon them the fate of 'Ad and Jurhum. 
A people that disobeyed Muhammad will regret it. 
And what a time for showing repentancel 
Tell Abu SufYlin if you meet him 
'Ifyouarenot .ineerein\\'On.hip, andembraeeblam 
Then shame will come on you lpecdily in this life 
And in hell you will wear a garment of molten pitch for ever!' (391-) 

Abu Sufy:1n'. 'sworn friend' was 'Arnie b. al-l:la�rami' who wu among the 
pri50nen.. Al-l:b4raml was an ally of l;Iarb b. Umayya (395). 
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WhO had gone out to Zaynab returned Hind d. 'Utba met 
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Kinana b. al-Rabi' when he handed Zaynabo\'er to the two men said' 

I am utonished atHabbar andthe paltry onesofhis people 
Who wish me to break my word with Muhammad's daughter. 
I carenot foe their numben u long u l  live 
And II long u my hand can grasp my trusty blade. 

Yazid b. Abu J:labib from Dukayr b. 'Abdullah b. al-Ashali from Sulay
mm b. Ywr from Abu Is�aq a1-Dausi from Abii Hurayra, told me that 
the latter said: 'The aposde sent me among a number of raiders with 
orders that if we got hold of Habbar b. al-Aswad or the other man who 
first got to Zaynab with him (3g6) we were to bum them with fire. On the 
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save God, so if you capture them kill them.'" 

ABO 'L-A� B. AL-RABt' BECOMES A MUSLIM 

When Islam thus came between them Abu'I-'As lived in Mecca while 
Zaynab lived in J\'tedina wilh the apostle until, shortlybcfore the con
quest.' Abii'I-'A, went to Syria trading with his own money and that of 
Quraysh which they entrusted to him, for he was a trustworthy man. 
Having oomp[et�-d his business he was on his way home when one of the 
apostle's raiding parties feU in with him and took aU he had, though he 
himself escaped them. When the raidcrt went off wilh their plunder Abii'[
'�went into Zaynab's house under oo\'('f o(night andas"edherfO gi\'e 
him protection. She al once did 10. He came to ask for his propcny. 
When the apostle went out to momillg prayer-so Yuld b. Riimiln told me 
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_and said 'Allah akbar' followed by all present, Zaynab cried from the 
place where the women sat '0 you men, I have gin:n protection to Abil'l
·�b. al·R.abi'." His prayen over, the apostle IUrnedround to face the men 
and asked them if they had heard what he had heard, and when they said 
that they had he swore that he knew nothing about the matter until 
Zaynab made her dedaration, adding, 'the meanest Muslim can give 
protcction on their behalf'. He went off to tee his daughter and told her 
:;

v.
�����r

h
�:: guest but not to allow him to approach her for she was not 

'Abdu[[ah b. Abil Bakrtold me that Ihe apostleaent to the raiding party 
which had taken Abil'l.'.!'�'. good. saying: 'This man is related to us as 
you know and you have taken property of his. If you think weU to restore 
it to him we should like that; but if you will not it is booty which God has 
given you and you have the better right to it.' They replied that they -470 
would willinglygi\'e it back and they were so ICrupuloul that men brought 
back old skins and little leather bottles and even a little piece of wood unti I 
everything was returned and nothing withheld. Then Abu'I.'A, went to 
Mco;aand paid everyone what was due, including those who had given 
him money 10 layout on their behalf, and asked them if anyone of them 
had any further claim on him. 'No,' they oid, 'God rewud you; we have 

�����h��� ::�: ��v.�::��e
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his apostle. I would have become a Muslim when I was with him but that 
I feared that you would think that I only wanted to rob you of your 
property; and now that God has restored it to you and I am dear of it I 
submit myself to God.' Thus saying he went off to rejoin the apostle. 

Dlwud b. al-l;Iutayn from 'Ikrima from b. 'Abblt told me that the 
apostle rcatored Zaynab to him according to thefint marriage -after six 
yean had passed- withoutany new proccdure (J97). 

Among the prisonen who, I was told, were given their freedom without 
having topayransomwere:Abil'I.'� whomtheprophetfreedafterZaynab 
his daughter hadaenthis ransom; al.Munalib b. l;lantabb. al-l;llrithb. 
'Ubayda b. 'Umar b. Makhzum who belonged [by capture) to some of 
B. al.l;lirithb. al-Khazraj (He was left in theirhandt until they let him 
go,andhe went 10 hit people.) (J9lI); $ayft b. Abli Rifl'a b. 'Abid b. 47' 
'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. Makhzlim. (He was left in the hands of hit capton 
and when no one came to ransom him they let him go on condition that ����u�
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': he broke his word to them. �Iassin b. 

$ayfl is not the man to fulfil his pledge 
The back of a fox tired at some waterhole or other;' 

and Abu 'Azza 'Amr b. 'Abdullah b. 'Uthmln b. Uhayb b. l;Iudhllfa b. 

' Za",,"b called o." in . �. ofeompku oilmoo •• tho botinninIDfp"Jer. 
· IJbc4". L . 'n>< w... . ""' cI ... to .... • Tbnc_rdo .... """ inW. 
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Jumal;l. He Will a poor man whose family consisted of daughters, and he 
said to the apoltle: 'You know that I have no money, and am in real nccd 
with a large family, so let me go without ransom.' The apoltle did 110 on 
eondition that he should not fight against him again. Praising him and 
mentioning his kindness among his people Abu 'Ana !aid 

Who will tell the apostle Muhammad from me 
You are true and the divine King is to be praised? 
You cal! mcn to truth and right guidance, 
Godhim�lfwitneues loyou 
You are a man given a placc among us 
To which there arc steps htrd and easy. 
TholCwho fight you die miserably, 
Those who make pcacc live happily. 
When I am reminded of Hadr and its people 
Sorrow and a sense of loss come O\'er me (399).' 

'UMAYR B. WAHB BI!COMES A MUSLIM 

Muhammad b. la'far b. al-Zubayr from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr told mc that 
'Umayr was sitting with Safwan b. Umayya in the �IJ'r shonly after Badr 

+72 Now 'Vmayr \\'311 one of the leaders of Quraysh who used to molest the 
apostle and his companions and cause them distrc:1I8 while he was in 
Mecca, and his IOn Wahb was among the prisoners taken at Badr (4oo). 
He mentioned those who were thrown into the well and $afwln said, 'By 
God, there is no good in life now they lrC dcad.' 'You arc: right,' uid 
'Vmayr, 'were it not for a debt ouutanding against me which I cannot pay 
and a family I cannot afford to leave unprovided for, I would ride to 
Muhammad and kill him, for I have good cause against the lot of them, my 
son being a prisoncr in their hands.' $afw�n took him up and said: 'I will 
discharge your dcbt and take care of your family with my own so long as 

:�:r �����r ��t�t I have shall be theirs.' 'Vmayr and he agreed to keep 

Then 'Um2yr called for his sword and sharpened it and smured it with 
poison and went off to Medina. While 'Vmar \\'311 talking with .orne of the 
Muslims about Badr and mentioning how God had honoured them in 
giving them victory o\'enheir enemies he suddenly saw 'Vmayr stopping 
at the door or the mosque girt with his sword, and !aid, 'This dog the 
enemy of God is 'Vmayr b. Wahb. By God he's come for lOme evil 
purpose. It was he who made mi5chid among us and calculated our 
numbers for the enemy at &dr.' Then 'Vmar went intQ the .postle and 
said, '0 prophet of GOO, this enemy of God 'Vmayr b. Wahb has come 
girt with hi. I,-"prd.' He told him to let him come in .nd 'U�r adnnced 

' l p""fu.he rudln,/t<qM. to",·!iJ.. TllU il",rh.apo tl>e rnoo.bl.tan, forzerr of.U 
u-.. 'ponn.' of.heSf.a. Theheto.hen.ut!.o.· • .....,rd ..... ... J>.dthlt'he '''opheIDrd.red 
hi. u"""tion IlIId y�t h� i. mod. to utl�r ful ... me JlRil< of him or><! d."",;on to l.�m 
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.nd aei:ing hil bandoleer he gripped him round the neck with it. He told 
the Antir who were with him to come in and lit \\;th the apc>$t1e and to 
watch the rascal carefully, for he was not to be trusted. When the apostle 
AW 'Umayr .nd 'Umar grasping the bandoleer round his neck he told 
'Umar to let go and 'Umayr to advance. He came up .nd Aid 'Good 
morning', for th.t was the greeting of paganism. The apostle Jaid, 'God 473 
has honoured us with a better greeting than thine, 'Urnayr. It is SalUm, 
the grtetingof the inhabitants of Paradise.' 'By God, Muhammad, you 
havetaktn toitonly recently." 'What brought you l' 'I have come about 
this prisoner you have that you may treat him well.' 'Then why have you 
• sword round your neck?' 'God damn the swords. Have they done us 
any good?' 'Tell me the truth. Why have you come?' 'I came only for 
the reIIIOn I h.ve told you.' 'Nay, but you and $afw� b. UmayYII At 
together in the &,j, and t.alked about the Quray5h who were thrown into 
the well. Then you said "But for debu and family reasons I would go and 
kill Muhamm.d." And $afwin assumed responsibility for both if )'ou 
would kill me for him, but God intervened.' 'J testify th.al you are the 
apostle of God. We used to call you a liar when you brought u. tidings 
from heaven and we denied the re\'e!ation you brought. But this is . 
matter to which only 1 and $afw�n were privy, and none can have told you 
of it but God. Praise be to God who has guided me to Islam and led me 
thus.' Then he testified to the truth and the apostle said, 'Instruct your 
brother in his religion, read the Quran to him, and free his prisoner for 
him,' andtheydidso. 

Then he Aid, '1 used to be active in extinguishing the light of God and 
in penecuting thOle who followed God'. reIigion. I should like you to 
give me permission to go to Mecca to lummon them to God .nd Hi, 
.postle and to Wam that perhaps God may guide them; and if not I will 
penecute them in their religion as I used to penecute your companions.' 
The apostle agreed and he went to Mecca. When 'Umayr had left, $<If win 
was saying, 'You will soon h.ve some good newl which will make you 
forget what happened at Badr.' $afwin kept questioning ridtnuntil one 
came who told him of ·Urnayr'. Islam, and he swore that he would never 
speak to him again nor do him a service. When 'Umayr came to Mecca he 
Itayed there lummoning people to Islam and treating thOle who opposed 
him violently so that through him many became Mus[iffill. 

I WI! told that it was either 'Umayr or al-I;Urith b. Hishlm who IIW the 
devil when he turned on his heell on the d.y of B.dr and said, 'Whereare 
you going, O Surlqa?' And the enemy of God lay on the ground and dis-

:�!7ra:!� :::;!:�; t�::n .:n:;�!n�i� '��u:�;:uS;;:y �:� 
am yourprotector'l and he mentionl how the devil deceived them and took 
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THE QURAYSH WHO FED THE PILGRIMS 

The names of the Quraysh who used to feed the pilgrims are as follows: 
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From B. Sahm: Nubayh and Munabbih sons of al-J:lajj4j b. 'Amir by 

From B. '.�mir b. Lu'ayy: Suhayl b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu Shams (404). 
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'While they bar the way to the sacred mosque.' i.e. Against those who 
believe in God and His servant. i.e. You and those who follow you 

'And they are not itsguardiam, itsgua'rdians are only the God·fearers,' 
who observe its sanctity and perform prayer by it. Le. You and those who 
believe in you 

'But most of them do not know and their prayer at the temple,'. i.e. By 
which they assert that evil is kept from them, 'Is nothing but whistling and 
clapping of hands' (405). 

,.so And that is what God does not approve of and does not like and what 
they were not ordered to do . 

'So tastethe punishment for whatyou·are disbelieving.' Le. When He 
brought death upon-them at the battle of Badr. 
Yal)yl b. 'Abbid b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father 'AbbM from 

'A'isha, who said that only a little time elapsed between the coming down 
of'O thou that art enwrapt" and the wordoi God about it, 'Leave Me to 
deal with the liars living at ease, and let them alone for a little. We have 
fetterS and fire and food which ehokes, and a p.ainful punishment,' until 
God smote Quraysh on the day of Badr (406). 

Then God said, 
'Those who disbelieve, spending their wealth to keep mel!jrom the way 

of God will expend it, then they will suffer loss, then they will be over· 
come, and those who disbe lieve will be gathered to Hel!.' He means those 
who went to Abu Sufyln and to everyone of the Quraysh who had money 
in that merchandise, and asked them to help them with it in the war 
against the apostle, and they did so. 

Then He said, '�y to those who disbelieve, if they cease, they will be 
pardonedforwbatis passed, andiftheyretum',tofightyou,'the example 
of the ringleaden has been made." i.e. those who were killed at Badr. 

Then He said, 'Fight them so tbal Ihere isno more persecution,' and 
religion, all of it, shall belong to God.' Le. So Ihat no believer is perucuted 
��dm
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�on, and monotheism may be pure, God having no partner 

'If theYCoeJ.SC, then God seeswbat they do, and if they turn away,' from 
.s, thy commandment to their unbelief, 'thenknow that God is your friend', 

who glorified you and helped you against them on the day of Badr in spite 
of their great numben and your small force. 

'A fine friend, and a fine helper.' 
Then He taught them how to di\·ide the spoil and His judgement about 

it when He made it lawful to them and said: 'And know that what you take 
as booty a fifth belongs to God and the apostle and next of kin and orphans 
and the poor and the wayfartr, if you believt in God and what We sent 
down to Our servant on the day of jurqan, the day the twO armies met; and 

' Siira7J. I .nd,,-I. 
, �orm.olly ......,ali�would mun'.hem.nof old' 
' /iI"". Thl.wonicon •• in • • h. ;d ... ofpoinfultrial, l'¢bcllion,..,d .. duc,ion 
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God ilabletodoall things,' Le.theday I dividedbet .... un the true and the 
false by My power the day the two armiel met-you and they 'when you 
were on the nearer side' of the wtodi 'and they on the further .ide' of the 
wadi towards Mecca 'and the taravan wu bc.lowyou,' i.e. the earavan of 
Abu Sufyin which you had gone out to capture an? they had gone out to 
protect without any appointment between you. 'And if you had arranged 
to meet you would have failed to meet,' i.e. had you arranged to mc:et and 
then you had heard of their multitude compared with your force you would 
not haYe met them; 'but that God might accomplish a thing that had to 
be done,' i.e. that He might accomplish what He willed in His power, 
namely to enlt Islam and itl followe .... nd to ahase the unbelieve ... without 
your fighting hard. He did what He willed in His goodness. Then He 
aaid: 'that he who died should die with a c1car proof and he who lived 
should live by a clear proof. God isa Hearer • •  Knower,' Le. that he who 
disbelieved ahould disbelieve after the proof in the sign and example which 
be had I«n and he who believed should believe by the same w.rrant. 

Then He mentioned His kindness and Hi. plotting for him: 'When God 
.howed thee in thy sleep that they were few, and if He had shown them to 
thee u m.ny you would have failed and quarrelled over theaffair; but God 
lived you. He knows what is within the brea.sta.' What God .howed him 
....... one of Hil favours by which He encouraged them against their enemy, 
and kept from them what 'would have frightened them because of their 
weakness, because He knew what wu in them (407). 'And when you met 
them He made you I« them u few making you ICCm small in their eye. 
that God might accomplish a thing that had to be done,' i.e. to unite them 
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Then He admonished and instructed and taught them how they ought 
to conduct their wan and lIid: '0 believers. when you meet an army' whom 
you fight in the way of God 'Stand. firm and remember God often' to 
Whom you devoted yourselvel when you gave your allegiance to Him '10 
that you may prosper. And obey God and His apolltle and wrangle notleat 
you fail,' i.e. do not quarrel so that your affairs become disordered 'and 
your spirit depart,' i.e. your bravery go, 'and be steadfa.st. God is with 
thetteadfut,' i.e. I am with you when you do that. 'And be not like thote 
who went forth from their houtel boutfully to be seen of men,' i.e. do not 
be like Abu Jahl and his companions who said, 'We will not go back until 
we have been to Badr and llaughtered camels there and drunk wine .nd 
the.inginggirls have made muaic for ua and the Anabs will heuofil,' i.e. 
let not your affair be out ..... ard .how and the subject of gossip, nor con
cemed ..... ith men. and puri£y your intention towards God and your efforta 
for the victory of your religion and the help of your prophet. Simply do 
that and do not aim at anything else. Then He said: 'And when Satan 
made their deeds seem good to them and lIid, "No man can conquer you 
today for I am your protector'" (408). 
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hiaenemies until he dri\'es them from the land.' 'You desire the lure of 
thil world,' i.e; it3goods, the�somofthe captives. 'But God desircs the 
next world,' i.e. tneir killing them to manifest the religion which He wiahes 
10 manifest and by which the next world may be attained. 'Had there not 
previoully been a book from God there would have c::ome upon you for 
whatyoutook,' i.e. prisoners and booty, 'an awful punishment,' i.e. had it 
notprevioualygoneforth from Methatl wouldpunishonlyafleraprohibi
tion-and He had not prohibited them-I would have punished 'You for 
what you did. Then He made it lawful 10 him and to them as a mercy from 
Him and a gift from the Compassionate, the Merciful. He said, 'So enjoy 
what you have captured 1.8 lawful and good,and fear God. Godia For
giving, Merciful.' Then He said: '0 prophet, Say to those captives in 
yourhandl,IfGod knowa anygood inyour hearts Hewillgiveyou lOme
thing better than that which has been taken from you and God will pardon 
you. God il Forgiving, Merciful.' 

He incited the Musli� to unity and made the Refugees and1he Helpcn .as 
friends in religion and the unbelie"en friendl one of another. Then He 
uid: 'If you do not dOIO, there will be c::onfulion in the land and I great 
corruption,' i.e. unlcss believerbccomca friend of bcliever to theexclution 
ofthe unbclievereven though heisof hil kin. 'There will bc confusion in 
the land,' i.e. doubt about the true and the falsc and the rise of corruption 

�I���e��n
d if the believer takes the side of the unbeliever against the 

Then He assigned inheritances to next of kin of those who became 
MUIlims after the friendship bctwecn Refugecs and Hclpersand said: 'And 
those who believed afterwards and migrated and strove along with you they 
are of you; and thosc who are akin ue nearer to one another in God'. book,' 
i.e. in inheritancc 'God knoweth all things'. 

THE MUSLIMS WHO WERE PRESENT AT BADR 

The names of those who were present at Badr arc: Of Quraysh of B. 
Hilihim b. 'Abdu Manltf and B. a!-Muna1ib b. 'Abdu Manltf b. Qutayy b. 

�
i
��n:�:.-t

urra b. Ka'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghi!ib b. Fihr b. Jl.Ulik b. al-Nao;lr 

Muhammad, God's apostle the lord of the scnt ones, b. 'Abdullah b. 
'Abdu'I-Mu\\alib b. Hishim; ijarrua b. 'Abdu'l-Mul\alib b. Hilihim, the 
lion of God and of His apostle, the apostle'. uncle; 'Ali b. Abu Tllib b. 
'Abdu'I-Jl.!u!lalib b. Huhim; Zayd b. I;Uritha b. Shural:lbil b. K.'b b. 
'Abdu'l-'Uzzlt b. Imru'u'l-Qays al-KalbI (;10); Anua the apostle'. freed· 486 
man; and Abu Kabsha likewise (;11); Abu Marthad Kannilz b. l;Ii,n b. 

, eom .... ntlll(>nnplain ...... ilillJt4. lw,.., mn.no 'Rd""''''.ttai .. ',butinviotwof ....... t 
Ibn bhliq PI on 10 .. Y this is impn>bo.bl�, .nd in view <>f ... h .. T (1157) ""po'" from him 
Yi.o s..I.o""' im_ible: .......... 'ho .. onb ·i' i . nO< ror .nypl""Oph<t , &c.· "" .... d"wn .h�.potlJ. 
aaid.lf puni.hm.nt h.dcornedo ... nfrom .... v.n,no ... ...,.,ld .. c.peitbutSa'db. Mu'klh 
becauoe ... aaid, ·I ... ould "" hor be alau,h,ered ln bo.u)e than be opared to l; .... mon, mtn ' 
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Yarbu' b. 'AInr b. Yarbu' b. Kharasha b. Sa'd b. Tanfb. Jilliln b.,Ghanm 
b. GhanTy b. Ya'�ur b. Sa'd b. Qays b. 'Ayliln (�.12), and his !!On Marthad 
b. Abu Marthad, allies of l;lamza; 'Ubayda b. aI-l;Iarith b. a1_Mutlalib, 
and his two brothers aI-Tufayl and aI-I;IU!layn; and Mista/:! whose name 
was 'Auf b. UtMtha b. 'AbMd b. al-Munalib. Total n men. 

Of B. 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Manaf: 'Uthman h. 'AIDn b. Abu'I-'� b. 
Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams; (He stayed behind on account of his wife 
Ruqayya the apostle's daughter, so the apostle assigned him his portion. 
He asked 'And my reward (from God) as well? 'Yes', said the apostle.) 
Abu Hudhayfa h. 'Utba b. Rabi'a b. 'Abdu Shams, and Salim his freedman 
(413). They allege that $ubay/:! freedman of Abu'I-'� b. Umayyagot ready 
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Afterwards $ubay/:! was present at all the apostle's battles. 
OfB. 'Abdu Shams's allies, ofB. Asad b. Khuzayma: 'Abdullah h. 

Ja./:Ish b. Ri'ilb b. Ya'mar b. $abra b. Mum b. Kabir b. Ghanm b. Dudan; 
-+87 'Ukklsha b. Mi/:!,an b. l;lurthln b. Qays b. Mum b. Kabir b. Ghanm h. 

Dudln; Shuja' b. Wahh b. Rabi'a b. Asad b. $uhayb b. Milik b. Kabir, 

��
an
: �it:

h
�� ;Yu�:�. �:Q�� �:��e�' :r

u
ti:r�h�' ����!:;,�� 

his son Siniln b. Abu Sinln; and Mui;l.riz b. Na41a b. 'Abdullah b. Murra 

�
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�:X:n�' Aktham b. Sakhbara b. 'Amr b. Luhyz b. 

Of the allies of B. Kablr: Thaqf b. 'Amr and his two brothen Malik 
and Mudlij (414). They belonged to the B. l;Iajr, a dan ofB. Sulaym; 
Abu MakhthI an ally of theirs (415). Total 16 men. 

Of B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manlf: 'Utba b. Ghazwan b. Jibir b. Wahh b. 
Nuaayb b: MAlik b. aI-l;Iarith b. Milzin b. Man,ur b. 'lkrima b. Khallafa 
b. Qays b. 'Aylln; and KhabbAb freedman of 'Utba. Total ::t men. 

Of B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzzi b. Qu,ayy: al-Zubayr b. al-'Awwam b. 
Khuwaylid b. Asad; I;Iltib b. Abu Balta'�; and Sa'd fr�dman of l;Ialib 
(416). Total 3 men. 

Of B. 'Abdu'J-Dilr b. Quaayy: Mu,'ab h. 'Umayr b. Hashim b. 'Abdu 
ManAf and Suwaybit h. Sa'd b. l;Iuraymiia b. Malik h. 'Umayla b. ai-
Sa
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��b::��:'J��mln h. 'Auf h. 'Abdu 'Auf h. 'Abd 

b. al-l;Iilrith h. Zuhra; Sa'd h. Abu Waqqa." who was Malik b. Uhayb b . 
...ss 'Abdu Manaf b. Zuhra, and his brother 'Umayr. Of their allies: aI

Miqdild b. 'Amr h. Tha'iaba b. MAlik b. Rabi'a b. Thumima b. Malriid b. 
'Amr b. Sa'd b. Zuhayr b. Thaur b. Tha'iaba b. Malik b. al-Sharid b. 
HuJ b. QI'ish h. Duraym b. al-Qayn b. Ahwad b. Bahra' b. 'Amr b. al
I;Ilf h. Qu4i'a (417) and Dahlr b. Thaur; and 'Abdullah b. Mas'ud b. ai
I;Ilrith b. Shamkh b. Makhzum b. $ilhila b. Kilhil b. al-l;I!rith b. Tamim 
b. Sa'd h. Hudhayl; Mas'ud b. Rahi'a h. 'Amr b. Sa'd b. 'Abdu'l-'Uzza b. 
1;13fl'Iilia b. Ghalih h. Mul,tallim b. 'A'idha b. Subay' b. ai-Hun b. Khu-
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zayma of al-Qilra (418). DhU'I-Shimllayn b. 'Abd 'Amr b. Na41a b. 
GhubsMn b. Sulaym b. Mallikan b. A4iJ. b. l:Jilritha b. 'Amr b. 'Amir of 
Kbuzl'a (419) and Khabbilb b. al_Arau (po). Total 8 men. 

Of B. Taym b. Murra: Abu Bake whose full name was 'Atiq b. 'Uthmll.n 
b. 'Amir b. 'Amr b. Ka'b b. Sa'd b. Taym (f:lI). Bilal his freedman, born 
a alave among the B. J umaJ.l. Abu Bakr bought him from Umayya b. 
Khalaf. His name was Bilill b. Raba1;t. He had no offspring; 'Amir b. 
Fuhayra (4aa) and �uhayb b. Sinan from al-Namr b. Qbit (P3) and T.IJ.la � 
b, 'UbayduUah b. 'Uthmln b. 'Amr b. Ka'b, &c. He was in Syria and did 

.not turn up until the apoatie had rcturned from Badr. Nevertheless, he 
allotted him a share in the booty as he had done in the case of'Uthmln. 
Total S men. 
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'Umar b. Makhzum; and Shammb b. 'Uthman b. a1-Sharld b. Suwayd 
b. Hanttiy b. 'Amie (4a4); and a1-Arqum b. 'Abdu Manaf b. Asad, Asad 
being Abli Jundub b. 'Abdullah b. 'Unar b. Makhzlimi and 'Ammilr b. 
Ybir (42S); and l\1u'allib b. 'Aufb. 'Amir b. al-F.c;l1 b. 'Amb. Kulayb b. 
l;Iubshiya b. Sallil b. Ka'b b. 'Amr, an ally of theira from Khuzl'a known 
as 'AyhilIna. Total s men. 

Of B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: 'Umar b. al-KhaUilb b. Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzrl b. 
RiyilJ.l b. 'Abdullahb. Ourtb. RaziJ.lb. 'AdTy andhis brothcr Zayd; and 
Mihja', 'Umar's fr«dman from the Yaman (he WII the firat Muslim to fall 490 
at Badr, being shol by an arrow.) (426); and 'Amr b. Suriqa b, Anas 
b. Adhilt b. 'Abdullah b. Ourt . . .  and hi' brother 'Abdullah; Wlqid b. 
'Abdullah b. 'Abdu Manilf b. 'Ann b. Tha'iaba b. Yarbu' b. l:Janpla b. 
r..Ulik b. Zayd Manit b. Tamim, an aUy of Iheira, and Khauliy b. Abu 
Khauliy and Malik b. Abu Khauliy, two allies of theinl (427); and 'Amie 
b. Rabr'a, an ally orthe family of al-Kha\llb from 'Anaz b. Wil'il (428) ; and 
'Arnie b. aI-Bukayr b. 'Abdu Yillil b. Nil!Jhib b. Ghlra of the B. Asad b. 
Layth; and 'A,qil and Khllid and Iybsonsof al_Bukayr,a1lies ofB. 'Adiy 
b. Ka'b; and Sa'id b.Zayd b. 'Amr b. Nufayl b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzzilb. 'Abdullah 
b. Ourt b. Riyi1J.l b. Rid!) b. 'Adly b. Ka'b who came from Syria after the 
apoatle'a retum from Badr and was given a share in the booty. Total 14 

Of B. Juma1,l b. 'Amr b. HUfa}1 b. Ka'b: 'Uthmlln b. Ma;'un b. l:IabIb 
b. Wahb b. l;Iudhllfa b. JumaJ.l and his son al-SlI.'ib and 'Uthm'-n'. two 
brothers Oudilma and 'Abdullah; Ma'mar b. al-�llI.rith b. Ma'mar b. 
l;Iablbb. Wahb b. l;Iudhlfa b. Juma}:l. Tot.1 S men. 

Of B. Sahm b. 'Amr b. Huta}1 b. Ka'b: Khunays b. Hudhilfa b. 

06r:: ,'t!��� .. �::�;)��e":����:o� ��11Iik b.l;Iisl b. <Amir: Abu 
S.bra b. Abu Ruhm b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzd b. Abu Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 49' 
Nqr b. Malik b. Bisl; 'Abdullah b. MakhraIna b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzzi, &c.; 
'Abdullah b. Suhayl b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu ShliTll b. 'Abdu Wudd, &c. (he 
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had gone forth to war with his father Suhayl and when tht people camped 
at Badrhe fled to the apostle and took part in the battle on his .ide); and 
'Uma)'r b. 'Auf, freedman of Suba)'l; and Sa'd b. Khaula an all)' of thein 
(
461' B��;�M;�

n
b. Fihr: Abo 'Ubayda b. al-Jarnl� who was 'Amir b, 

'Abdullah b. al-Jarri� b. Hilal b. Uha)'b b. Oabba b. al-J:{arith; and 'Amr 
h. al-I�irith b. Zuhayr b. AbO Shaddad b, Rabi'a b. Hilil b, Uha)'b, &c. ; and 
Suba)'l b. Wabb b. Rabi'. b. HiIDI, &c., and his brother �afwll.n who were the 
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to whom the apostle allotted shares in tbe booty was 83 men (.BO). 

TilE IIELPERS AND THEIR ADHERENTS WHO WERE AT BADR 

or al-Aus b. !:Iaritha b. Tha'iaba b. 'Amr b. 'Amir of tbe .ubdivi.ion B. 
'Abdu'I-Ashhal b. Jusham b. al-J:{lrilh b. al-Khazraj b. 'Amr b. Mllik b. 
ai-Au.: Sa'd b. Mu'adb h. al_Nu'mln h. Imru'ul-Qay, b. Zayd b. 'Abdu'l
Ashha!; 'Amr b. Mu'ldb b. al-Nu'mlll; al-I:Urith b. Au. b. Mu'ldb b. al_ 

493 Nu'man; and a!-J:{lrith b. AnI.! b. Rlfi' b. Imru'ul-Oays. 
or B. 'Ubayd b. Ka'b b. 'Abdu'!-Ashhal: Sa'd b. Zayd b. Mllik h. 

·Ubayd. 
Of B. Za'uri h. 'Abdu'!-Ashhal (431): Salama h. Salima h. Waqash b 

Zughba; 'Abbid b. Bishr b. Waqaah b. Zughba b. Za'uri; Salama b. 
Thlbil b. Waqash; Rifi' b. Ya.zid b. Kun; b. Sakan b. Za'url; al-l:Ilrith 
b. Kha.zama b. 'Adiy b. Ubay)' b. Ghanm b. Silim b. 'Aufb. 'Amr b. 'Auf 
b. al-Khazraj an all)' of theirs from 11. 'Auf h. al-Khalraj; Muhammad b. 
Maslama h. Khilid b. 'Adiy b. Majda'a b.I;Uritha b. al-l:Ilrith an ally from 
the H. I;Uritha b. al-l:Iirith; and Salama b. Aslam b. l;farish b. 'Adl)' b. 
Majda'a b. J:{lritha an all)' from the B. I;Urithab. al-J:llrith (iJ'); and 
Abii'I-J-Iaytham b. al-Tayyahln; and 'Uba)'d b. al-TayyaMn (.B3) and 
'Abdullah b. Sahl(434). Total 'S men. 

OfB. '?afar ofthe section B. Sawld b. Ka'b,Ka'b being Zafar (-43S): 
Qatlda h. al-Nu'min b. Zayd b. 'Amir b. Sawlld, and 'Ubayd b. Aus h. 
M�Jik b. Saw:1d (.+J6). Total a men. 

Of n. 'Abd b. Riza� h. Ka'h: Nqr h. al-I�:1rith b. 'Abd and Mu'anih b. 
'Abd; and 'Abdullah h. Tariq from their Bali allies. Total ) men. 

Of B. l:Iaritha b. al-J:lirith b. al-Khalraj b. 'Amr b. M:1lilr. b. Au,· 
�9J Mas'ud b. Sa'd b. 'Amir b. 'Adl)' b. Jusham h. Majda'a b. Hiritha (437); 

and AbO 'Abs b. Jabr b. 'Amr b. Zayd b. Jusham b. l\1ajda'a b. J:l3ritha; 
and of their Bali allies: Abo Burda h. Ni)'ilir whose full name was Hilni' b. 
Ni)'i1r h. 'Amr b. 'Ubayd b. KiUb b. Duhm�n b. Ghanm h. Dhubyln b. 
Humaym b. Kilihil h. Dhuhl b. Huna)')' h. Bali b. 'Amr b. al-l:Ilf h. Ou",I'a 
TOlal 3 men. 

Of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf b. Mililik b. al-Aus of the section of B. t;luba)" a b. 
Zayd b. l\Ulik b. 'Auf b. 'Amr h. 'Auf: 'A,im b. Thibit h. Oays-Qa)'. 
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Abu'I-Aqla� b. I,ma b. l\Hlik b. Amat b. I;)ubay'a-and Mu'attib b. 
Qushayr b. Mulayl b. Zayd b. al-'Anaf b. Oubay'a; and AbO Mulayl b. 
al-Az'ar b. Zayd b. al-'Anilf; and 'Vmar b. Ma'bad b. a1-Az'ar, &c. (438); 
and Sahl b. l:Iunayf b. Wlhib b. al-'Ukaym b. 'fha'laba b. Majda'a b. al
l:Ilrith b. 'Am! who was called Ba./.tzaj b. l:Ianash b. 'Auf b. 'Am! b. 'Auf. 
Total 5 men. 

Of n. Umayya b. Zayd b. Malik: Mubashahir b. 'Abdu'l-l\Iundhir b. 
Zanbar b. Zayd b. Umayya and Rifl'a his brother; Sa'd b. 'Ubayd b. 
al-Nu'm1n b. Qays b. 'Amr b. ZlIiyd b. Umayya; 'Uwaym b. sa'ida; Rifi' 
b. 'Unjuda (439); and 'Ubayd b. AbO 'Ubayd; and Tha'iaba b. l:I5tib. It 
is alleged thatAbli Lubaba b. 'Abdu'I-Mundhir and al-J:llirith b.I:Uli b ..... ent 
out with the apostle, and hescntthem back, puttingthe former in charge of 
Medina. Hegavethem both shares in the boolyof Badr(44o). Total9 men. 

Of B. 'Ubayd b. Zayd b. Milik: Unays b. Qatida b. Rabi'a b. Khilid 49<1-
b. a1-J:llrithb. 'Ubayd: of lheir Baliailies: Ma'nb. 'Adiy b. al-Jadd b. 
al-'Ajlln b. Oubay'a; Thibit b. Aqram b. Tha'laba b. 'Adiy b. a1-'Ajlln; 
'Abdullah b. Saiama b. Milik b. aI-J:llrith b. 'Adly b. aI-'AjlJn; l.yd b. 
Allam b. Tha'iaba b. 'Adly b. aI-'Ajlin; Rib'l b. Rilfi' b. Zayd b.J:lilritha 
b. al-Jadd b. ·Ajlin. 'Atim b. 'Adiy b. al-Jadd b. al-'Ajlin went forth to 
fight but the apoBtle senl him back, afterwards giving him his share ofth e 
booty. Total 7 men. 

Of B. Tha'laba b. 'Am! b. 'Auf: 'Abdullah b. Jubayr h. aI-Nu'min b. 
Umayya b. ai-Burak whOle name was Imru'ul-Qays b. Tha'laba; and 
',�im b. Qays (441); and AbO Oayy� b. Th5hit b. al-Nu'mln b. Umayya, 
&c.;and Abu J:lanna (w); and Silim b. 'Umayrb. Thilbit b. al-Nu'min, 
&c. (443); and a1-J:lirith b. al-Nu'mln b. Umayya, &c.; and Khawwilt b. �u!��r b. al-Nu'min whom the apostle gave a share of the booty. Total 

OrB. Ja�jab1 b. Kulfa h. 'Aufb. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Mundhir b. Muhammad 
b. 'Uqba b. U�ay�a b. al-Julil� b. a1-l:Iarish b. JaQjaM b. Kulfa (++4); 
and of their allies from the B. Uoayf: Abo 'AqT1 h. 'Abdullah b. Tha'laba 
b. BaYQiln b. 'Arnirb. al-ijilrith b. Millik b. 'Amirb. Unayf b. Juaham b. 
'Abdullah h. Taym h. Imh b. 'Amir b. 'Umayla b. Qasmil h. Fanln b. 
Bali b. 'Amr b. al-J:lU b. QUQil'a (445). Total a men. 

Of B. Gh:wm b. aI-Saim b. Imru'ul-Qay. b. Milik b. ai-Au!: Sa'd b. 
Khaythama b. a1-ijirith b. Jl.U!ik b. Ka'b b. al-Na��iil b. Ka'b b. J:llritha 
b. Ghanm; and Mundhir b. Qudilma b. 'Arfaja; and Milik b. Qud:ima b. 
'Arfaja (446); and al-I:larith b. 'Arfaja; and Tamlm freedman of the B. 
Ghanm (447). TOlal s men. 

Of B. Mu·:l ..... iya b. l\Ulik b. 'Auf b. 'Arne b. 'Auf: Jabr b. 'Alik b. al-
1;15rith b. QaYlI b. Haysha b. al-J:lirith b. Uman'a b. Mu·l ..... iya; and 
Mllik b. Numayl.a :w ally from Muzayna;:wd al-Nu'm1n b. 'Apr, a Bali 
aIly. TotaI 3 men. 

The total number of Aus who fought al Badr with the apostle and of 
Ihosc who were given a .hare oflhe booty was 61 men 
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Of Khuraj b. l:liritha b. Tha']aN b. 'Am! b. '.i\mir of the tribe of B. 
]:Urith subdivi5ion B. Imru'ul-Qays b. l\Ulik b. Tha'laba b. Ka'b b. al
Khazraj b. al-1;Urith b. al-Khazraj: Khlrija b. Zayd b. Aba Zuhayr b. 
M:ilik b. Imru'ul-Qaya; Sa'd b. Rabl b. 'Amr b. Aba Zuhayr, &c.; 'Abdul
lah b. RawAl;la b. Tha'laba b. Imru'ul-Qays b. 'Amr b. Imru'ul-Qaya; 
Khall:id b. Suwayd b. Tha']aba b. 'Amr b. 1;Uritha b. Imru'ul-Oays. 
Total . men. 

Of B. Zayd b. Milik b. Tha'laN b, Ka'b b. al-Khazraj b. a1-l:Ilritb b. 

�i-���t��:!: Tha'iaba b. Khills b. Zayd (44B) and his brother 
.¢ Of B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b b. al-Khazraj b. al-1;Ilrith b. al-Khazraj: Subay' b. 

Oays b. 'Ayaha b. Umayya b. Milik b. 'Arnir b. 'Adiy; and 'Abbid b. 
Oays b. 'Ayaha, his brother (<<9); and 'Abdullah b. 'Aba. Total J men. 

Of B. �mar b. I;IAritha b. Tba'laba b. Ka'b b. al-Khazraj b. al-1;U:rith 
b. al-Khazraj: YazTd b. al-1;Ilrith b. Oays b. M:lI.ik b. �mar who was 
known as Ibn Fuabum(450). Toul l man 

Of B. Jusham b. a1-l;Ilrith b. a1-Khazraj and Zayd b. al-1;Urith who 
were twin brothert: Khuhayb b. fdfb. 'Itaha' b. 'Amr b. Khadlj b. 'Amir 
b. Jusham; 'Abdullah b. Zayd b. Tha'iaba b. 'Abdu Rabbihi b. Zayd; and 
his brother l;lurayth so they allege; and Sufyinb. Baahr C.51)." Total 4-

ot B. JidAra b. 'Aufb. al-1;Iirith b. al-Khura;: Tamim b. Ya'Ar b. Oays 
b. 'Adiy b. Umayya b. Jidm; 'Abdullah b. 'Umayr of the B. l:;Iiritba 
(4S2);Zaydb. al-Muzayyanb. Qays b. 'Adly b. Umayya b. Jidlra C.n) ;  
and 'Abdullah b. 'Urfu!a b. 'Adiy b .  Umayya b. Jidira. Total 4 men. 

OfB. al-Abjarb. 'Aufb. al-I:;IArith b. al-Khazraj: 'Abdullah b. Rab!' b. 
Oays b. 'Amr b. 'Abbid b. al-Abjar. Total I man. 

or B. 'Auf b. al-Khuraj of the dan of B. 'Ubayd b. Milik b. SAlim b. 
497 Ghanm b. 'Auf who were the B. al-l;IublA (454): 'Abdullah b, 'Abdullah 

b. Ubayy b. MAlik b, al-1;Iarith b, 'Ubayd best known as b, Sala!. Salill 
was a woman, the mother of Ubayy; and Au, b. Khauli b. 'Abdullah b. 
al-I:Urith b. 'Ubayd, Total a men. 

Of B. Ju' b. 'Adly b. Malik b. Ghanm: Zard b. Wadi'a b. 'Anu b. 
Oay, b. Ju'; 'Uqba b. Wahb b. Kalada, an ally from the n:Abdullah b. 
Ghatafin; Rifi'a b. 'Amr b. Zayd b. 'Amr b. Tha'laba b. M51ik b. Sl1im 
b. Ghanm; 'Amir b. Salama b, 'Amir, an ally from the Yaman (.55); Aba 
1;lumay4a Ma'bad b. 'Abbild b. Qushayr b. al-l\luqaddam b. Silim b. 
Ghanm (.56); and 'Amir b. al-BukaYT, an ally (457). Total 6 men. 

Of B. SAlim b, 'Auf b. 'Amr b. al-Khmaj of the dan of n. al-'Ajlin b. 
Zayd b. Ghanm b. Salim: Naufal b. 'Abdullah b. Nac;1la b, M:ilik b. al
'Ajlin. Total I man. 

Of B. �ram b. Fihr b. Tha'laba b. Ghanm b. Silim b, 'Auf (.s8): 

' Oc." .. fot no'<t tM" he us""l form of 'hi, ,,,,,,,,, i, Bi.ohr ond tlut' ;n hi, TMHllm W. 

!>aoN· .. · lThi.l.uu ;.i .. o,grttm<nt ... i'h",Oh . .. .. ·.u .. UI.I 
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'U�d�\)�:r:i��
hr

O�:T�a�:mb��h�!������:n T:.t�1�I�e�: 
Tha'iaba b. Da'd; this man was known as Oauqal. Total 1 man. 

Of B. Quryiish b. Ghanm b. Umayya b. Laudhlin b. SlI.lim <,.59): 
Thlibit b. Huzll.l b. 'Amr b. Quryii.&h. Total I man. 

Of B. Marq.akha b. Ghanm b. Silim: MAlik b. al-Dukhsham b. Mar-
4akba(,.60). Total I man. 

Of B. Laudhln b. Silim: Rabi' b. Iyis b. 'Amr b. Ghanm b. Umayya b. 
Laudhin, and his brother Waraqa; and 'Amrb. Iyis an ally of theirs from .98 
the Yaman (,.61). Total 3 men. 

Of their allies from Ball of the chn of B. Ghupyna (,.6%): al-Mujadh
dhar b. Dhiyad b. 'Amr b. Zurnzuma b. 'Amr b. 'Umllra b. MAlik b. Ghu
,ayna b. 'Amr b. Bl.ltayra b. Mashnii b. Oasr b. Taym b. Irish b. 'A-mir b. 
'Umayla b. Qismil b. Farln b. Bali b. 'Amt b. al-l;Illf b. Qu.;U'a (,.63); and 
'Ublda b. al-Khuhkhtsh b. 'Amr b. Zumzuma, and Na/.tQlb b. Tha'iaba 
b. J:laurna b. �ram b. 'Amr b. 'UmJ.ra (,.6,.); and 'Abdullah b. Tha'iaba 
b. ijauma b. A,ram; and they allege that 'Ut� b. Rabi'a b. KhAlid b. 
Ml.I'lwiya, an ally from Bahrl', was at Badr(,.65). Total 5 no .. i1. 

Of B. Sa'ida b. al.Khuraj of the clan of B. Tha'iaba b. SI'ida: Abu 
Dujll.na Simak b. Kharasha (466); and al-Mundhir b. 'Amr b. Khunaya b. 
ij5ritha b. Laudhlin b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Zayd b. Tha'iaba (46-;). Total % 

Of B. al-BadiY b. 'A-mir b. 'Auf b. 1;lIritha b. 'Amr b. al-Khuraj b. 
Si'ida: Abu Uuyd l\H.lik b. Rabl'a b. ai-Badly, and Milik b. Mas'lid who 
wu auached to ai-Badly (,.68). Total % men. 

Of B. Tarlf b. al-Khuraj b. SI'ida: 'Abdu Rabbihi b. ijaqq h. Au. b. 
Waqsh b. Tha'iaba b. Tarif. Total I man. 

And of their allies from Juhayna: Ka'b b. J:limllr b. Tha'la� (,.69); and 
Oamra and Ziyld and Dubas the son. of 'Amr (,.70); and 'Abdullah b. 
'Amir from Dall. Total s men. 

From B. Jusham b. al-Khuraj of the clan B. Salima b. Sa'd b. 'All h. 
Aaad b. SUida b. Turd b. Jusham of the subdivision B. l:larlm b. Ka'b 
b. Ghanm b. Ka'b b. Salima: Khirlsh b. al_$imma b. 'Amr b. a1-J.mul;t 
b. Zayd b. ijarlm ; and al-l;Iublb b. al-Mundhirb. al-}amul), &c. ; and 
'Umayr b. al-J:lumim b. al-}amiil;t, &c..; and Tamrm freedman of Khirbh 
b. al-$imma; and 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. tJarim b. Tha'iaba b. l;lalim i and 
l\1u'ldh b. 'Amr b. ai-Jamul) and Khallad and Mu'awwidh his brothers; 
and 'Uqba b. 'Amir b. Nihr b. Zayd b. l;larlm and l;IabTb b. Aswad their 
fr«dman; and Thlibit b. Tha'iaba b. Zayd b. al-l;Ilrith b. l:larlmj and 
Tha'la� who was called al-Jidh'; and 'Umayr b. al-l;Ilrith b. Tha'la� b. 
al.l�llrith b.I;larlm(47I). Totai ll men. 

Of B. 'Ubayd b. 'AdIy b. Ghanm b. Ka'b b. Salima of the clan of n. 
Khansl' b. Sinln b. 'Ubayd: Bi.5hrb. al-Dari' b. Ma'nir b. �khr b. 
Mllik b. Khansl'; al-Tufayl b. Millik; and al-Tufayl b. al-Nu'mln; and 
Sininb. $ayfi b. $akhr; and 'Abdullah b. al-ladd b. Oaysb. $akht; and 500 
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Of B. 'Adly b. aI-NajjAr of the clan of B. 'Adiy h. 'Amir b. Ghanm b. 
al-Najj�r: I:Uritha b. Suri.qa b. al-J:lArith b. 'Adiy b. Milik b. 'Adly b. 
'AInir; 'Amr b. Tha'iaba b. Wahb b. 'Adiy b. MAlik h. 'Adiy b. 'Amir 
Itnown as Abu J::Iakim; Salit b. �ys b. 'Amr b. 'Atilt b. Milik b. 'Adiy b. 
'AInir; Abu Salil Ul3yra b. 'Amr; and 'Amr Abu KhArija h. Qays b. 
MMik h. 'Adiy b. '.i\mir; Thlibit b. Khanu' b. 'Amr b. M�lik, &c., 
'Amir b. Umayya b. Zayd b. al-J:las�b b. Malik, &c.; and Mu�riz h. 
'Amir b. lo."lilik h. 'Adiy; and Sawid b. Chaziya b. Uhayb an ally from 
Bali (494). 'fotal 8 men. 

Of B. J::!ari.m h. Junduh h. 'Amir b. Chanm h. 'Adly b. 1I1_Najj3:r: Abu 
Zayd Oars h. Sabn b. Oays b. Za'ura' b. I�aram; and Abu'I-A'war b. 
al-IJ3:rith h. J[.mlim b. 'Aba b. J::!aram (495); and Sulaym b. Mil):!!n and 

50S I�ari.m his brother. !\lil):!An'. name was MAlik b. KhAlid b. Zayd h. 
J::!aram. Tot.1 4 men 

Of B. MAzin b. al_Najj�r of the clan of B. 'Auf b. Mabdhul b. 'Amr h. 
Chanm h. Mbin b. al-Najjil.r: Oars b. Abu �a'�a'a whose name was 
'Amr b. Zayd b. 'Auf; and 'Abdullah h. Ka'h b. 'Amr b. 'Auf; and 
'
UbT: ��::�:/r:�l\1�";::U� �: ��:�ha!:

a
�?lo.7���: Ahu. Dll'u.d 

��
o
r::�y: !��Amir b. Mililt b. Khanu'; and Sur:1qa b. 'Amr b. 'AtTya. 

Of B. Tha'iaba b. M�zin b. ai-NajjAr: Qars b. Mukhal1ad b. Tha'iaba 
b. $akhr b. l:labih h. al-J:l�rilhh. Tha'iaba. Total 1 man. 

Of B. Dinir b. al_Najjir of the dan of B. Mas'ud h. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal h 
l:l�ritba b. Dinir: al-Nu'm�n b. 'Abdu 'Amr b. Mas'ud; and al-I)al:ll:l�k 
b. 'Abdu 'Amr b. Mas'lid ; and Sulaym h. al-J:lirith b. Tha'iaha h. Ka'h 
h. I:Uritha brother of al-OaQI:l�k and al-Nu'min the son. of 'Abdl! 'Amr 
by the same mother; l�bir h. Khilid h. 'Abdu'l-Ashhal b. J:laritha; and 
Sa'd b. Suhayl b. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal. Total 5 men. 

Of B. Qays b. Milik h. Ka'b b. J::!�rilha b. Dinir h. ai-Najjar: Ka'b b. 
Z�yd h. Qays; and Bujayr h. Abi. Bujayr, an ally (496). Total 2 men. 

The men of al-Khazraj who were at Badr number 170 (497). 
506 Thus the total number of MuslirJUl, emigrants, and Helpers who were 

al Badrand weTC aUotted • share in the booty was 314. the emigrants 
prolliding83, Aus61, and Khazraj 170. 

THE NAMES OF THOSl:! WHO DIED AS MARTVRS AT BADRI 

Of Quraysh of the clan of B. al-Munalib: 'Ubayda b. al-J:lirith whom 
:�

t
�� �.' Rabi'a Ilew by CUlling off his leg. He afterward, died in al.!:;afrl'. 

Of B. Zuhra h. Kilib: 'Umayr h. AbU. Waqq�� (4()8) and Dhu'I-Shim�layn 
b. 'Abdu 'Amr an ally from Khuza'a of O. Chubsh3n. Total 2. 
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Of B. 'Ad! b. Ka'b: 'Aqil b. al-Bukayr an ally from B. Sa'd b. Layth; 
and Mihja' freedman of 'Umar. Total 2. 

OfB. aI-I:IIrith b. Fihr: !;Iafwiinb. BayQI'. TotaI I, Grand totaI 6. 

'h�f
b����;��u�d�i;���!'

b
��

.
uf�;�d

a
�' Khaythama, and Mubash-

TO� �', al-l:llrith b. al-Khazraj : YazTd b. al-I:IIrith known as Ibn FusQam. 

Of B. Salama of the clan of B. l:Iariinl b. Ka'b b. Ghanm: 'Umayr b. 
aI-l:Iumilm, Total 1, 

al_�u��l�.
a�:!i 

:�bdu I:Uritha b. Mllik b. GhaQb b. Jusham: RIfi' b. S07 

OfB. al-Najjlr: I;Uritha b. Surlqab. al-l:Ilrith. Total !. 
OfB. Ghanm b. Mllik b. ai-Najjar: 'Auf and Mu'awwidh the two sons of 

al-l:Iitrith b. Rifl'aby 'Afd'. Total 2, Grand total 8. 

THE NAMES OF THE POLYTHEISTS WHO WERE SLAIN AT BADR 

The Quraysh losses at Badr were as follow: 

Of B. 'Abdu Shams: l:Ian?-21a b. Abu Sufyan (499); al-l:Iuith b. 
al-l;IaQrami and 'Arnir b. al-l:IaQrami, two allies of theirs (500); and 
'Umayr b. Abii 'Umayr and his son two freedmen of theirs (501); and 
'Ubayda b. Sa'id b. al-'At b. Umayya whom aI-Zubayr b. al-'Awwam 
killed; and aI-'At b. Sa'id whom Ali killed; and 'Uqba b. Abu Mu'aH 
whom 'Alfim b. Thabit killed (soa); and 'Utba b. Rabi'a whom 'Ubayda 
b. al-l:Iarith killed (50J); and Shayba b. Rabi'awhom l;Iarnzakilled; and 
al-Wal!d h. 'Utba whom 'Ali killed; and 'Amir b. 'Abdullah, an ally from 
B. Anrnlr h. Baghil,i whom 'Ali killed. Total IZ. 

Of B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manitf: aI-l;Iuith b. 'Arnie whom Khubayb b. 
bIf ia said to have killed; and Tu'ayma b. 'Adiy b. Naufal whom 'All 
killed while others sayl;larnza killed him. Total a. 

Of B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzza: Zama'a b. al-Aswad (504); and al-l:Iitrith 
b. Zama'a (50S); and 'Uqayl b. aI-Aswad (506); and Abu'l-Bakhtari 
who was aI-'A., b. Hiahlm whom al-Mujadhdhar h. DhiyId al-Balaw! 
killed (507); and Naufal b. Khuwaylid who was b. al-'Adawlya the 'Adiy 
of Khuza'a; it was he who bound Abu Bakr and TalQa b. 'Uhaydullah 
with a rope when they became Muslims and so were called 'the-two-tied
together-ones'. He was one of the principal men of Quraysh. 'Ali killed 
him. Total 5 men. 

Of 'Abdu'I-Dar: al-Nagr h. al-l;Iilrith whom they say that 'Ali executed 
in the presence of the apostle at al-!;Iafra' (508); and Zayd b. Mulay, 
freedman of 'Umayr b. Hilshim h. 'Abdu Manif (509). Total a. 

Of B. Taym b. Mum: 'Umayr b. 'Uthmiin (510); and 'Uthmln h. S<>9 
MIlik whom $uhayb b. Siniinkilled. Total a. 

Of B. Makmurn h. Yaqa;a: Abu Jahl b. Hiahiinl (Mu'ldh b. 'Arm 
B'oeo z 
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51J A LIST OF TilE QURAYSH POLYTHEISTS WHO WERE TAKEN 

PRISONER AT BADR 

, Her� 0"" would expect thot the number of the Hbh;m;.e pr;..,,,,, .. would be �
;
....,n, 

bu.;.;. not. A.Dh.uyt: 'He dou no' menlion ol.·Ahbi. olong,,·;thlbe..,twopr;..,ne .. 
be .. u.., he had becom. o l\fullim, ond u� to ...,,,,,,,.l h;I ... liKion beao ...... he w,, "f""d 
of hil tribeome".' Ho" .. ""r. lin"" 1.1 •••  the ."d of ,hc list UYI thlt .heto .. l n  umberw .. 
4l, .... h .. ul only .. a l  ... n.omed,;.;. ohvio u • • h .. hemu .. h."";ncluded·Abbl • •  mon,the r�!�:: ... · I.H.'lno"';l tho.oneprioon .. r , whooename ;. no. menlioned, ;.mi .. in, fn)m 
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From B. Naufal h. 'Ahdu ManH: 'Adiy h. al-Khiyir h. 'Adly; and 
'Uthm�n h. 'Abdu Shams nephew of Ghazw�n h. J�bir, an ally of theirs 
from B. Mitzin b. Manfur; and Ahu Thaur, an aUy. 3. 

'A::�1!����n�I
��.!::�d

O:��i:�� :�;�z ���=t:'
aa���:! 

IheB. al-Alwad b.'Amirb.'Amrb. al-l:llrith b. al.Sabblq.' 2. 
From B. Asad b. 'Ahdu'I·'Uzu b. Qupyy: al-Srib b. Abu l:Iuhaysb b. 

al-Muttalib b. Asad; and al-Huwayrith b. 'AbMd b. 'Uthmln (534) b. 
Asad, and Sllim b. Shammlkh an ally. 3. 

From B. jI,'lakhzurn b. Yaqa;a b. Mum: Kh�lid b. Hishlro h. al· 
Mugbira h. 'Ahdullah b. 'Umar; and Umayya h. Abu l:Iudhayfa b. 
al-Mughira; and \Valid h. al-Walid h. al-MughIra; and 'Uthm1n h. 
'Abdullah b. al_Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar; and $ayfl b. Abu RiEl'a 514 
b. 'Abid h. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar; and Abu'l-Mundhir his brother; and Abu 
'Ata' 'Abdullah b. Abu'I-S�'ib b. 'Abid b. 'Abdullah b. 'UffilIr; and 
al-Munalib b. l:Iantab b. al.IJ�rith b. 'Ubayd b. 'Umar; and Khllid b. ��-�a:h:n ��; who they aay wu the first to turn his baa in flight. He 

The wounds that bleed are not on our baeb 
But the blood drops on to our feet. 9 (535). 

From B. Sahm b. 'Amr b. Hu�a)1 b. Ka'b: Abu Wadli'a b. I;>ubayra b. 
Su'ayd b. Sa'd who was the first prisoner to be redeemed. Hil son 
al-Munalih paid his ransom money. Farwa b. Oays h. 'Adly b. l:ludhlfa 
h. Sa'd; and Hanpla b. Oablfa h. l:ludhlfa h. Sa'd; and al'l:Iaijlj h. 
al-l:I�rith b. Oa)" b. 'Adiy b. Sa'd. 4. 

From B. Juma� h. 'Amr b. HuPYl b. Ka'b: 'Abdullah b. UblYY b. 
Khalaf b. Wlhb b. I;Iudh�fa; and AbU 'Aua 'Amr b. 'Abdullah h. 'Uthmln 
b. Wuhayb b. l:ludhiifaand al-Fiikih, freednun of Umayya b. Khalaf. 
After that Rah'� b. al_Mughurif c::la.!mtd him assening that he WI8 of B. 
Shammii� b. Mu�'rib h. Fihr. It is uid that al-Fikih was the son of 
Jarwal h. I;Iidhyam h. 'Auf b. Cha4h h. Shammlkh b. Mui)lrib h. Fihr; 
and Wahh b. 'Umayr b. Wahb b. Khalaf h. Wahb b.I:Judhlifa; and RabI'a 
b. Darr�j b. al-'Anbas h. Uhbln h. Wahb b. l:ludhlfa. 5. 

From B. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy: Suhayl b. 'Amr b. 'Abdu Shal1Ul b. 'Abdu 
Wudd b. Nqr h. l\1:1lik b. l:Ii,1 (Miilik b. al-Dukhshum brother of B. 
Sllim b. 'Auf took him prisoner); and 'Abd b. Zama'. h. Oays h. 'Ahdu SIS 
Shams b. 'Ahdu Wudd h. Nqr b. Mlilik b. J:lisl; and 'Ahdu'I-Rai)mIn b. 
Mashnu' h. Waqd5n h. Oay, h. 'Ahdu Shams h. 'Ahdu Wudd b. Nqr b. 
Mlilik b.l:Iislb. 'Amir. 3. 

From n. al-J:llIrith b. Fihr: al-Tufayl b. Abu Ounay'; and 'Utba b. 
'Amr b. Jal:ldam. t. 

The total number reponed to me ..... 115 43 men (536). 
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SOMB POETRY ABOUT THE BATTLE OF BADR 

Of thc poettY about the battle of Badr which the �o parties. bandied between them in reference to what happened therem are the lines of 
l;Iamzab. 'Abdu'l-Muttalib (S37): 

Surely one of time's wondersl 
(Though roa& to death are plain to aee) 
lathat a people should destroy themselyes and pel"ish' 
By encouraging one another to ditobedience and disbelief. 
The night they all set out for Badr 
And became death'a pawns in its well. 
Wehad lOughtbut thcircaravan,naughtelae, 
Butthey cametousandwe met unexpectedly.' 
When we met tbere was no way out 
Saye with a thrust from dun-coloured atraight-fashioned ahafts 
And a blow with swords which severed their heads, 
Swords that glittered as tbey BffiOte. 
We leh the erring 'Utba lying dead 
And Shayba among the slain thrown in the well; 
'Amr laydead amongthcir protectors 
And thekceningwomen rent their garments for him, 
The noble women of Lu'ayy b. Gha1ib 

::'::'�:f;�!:t ��!
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�led in their error 

And they left a banner not prepared for victory
A banner of error whose people Iblls led. 
He bctrayedthem (the evil onc is prone to treachery). 
Whcn he aaw things clearly he said to them, 
'I am quit of you. I can no longcrendure,· �:e 

H:�
t 
�����l��

t ace, I fear God'. punishment 

Ht led them to death 10 that thcyperished 
Whilc he knew what thcy could not know. 
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With lUI were God'. armies when He reinforced us with them 
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In the fray where they met their death. 
' Lit. Did JOll ..... . thin,thot _ one of timc· . ..  ODdcrol 

That lpeoplc:.&c 
s Reodinaf�"'th C. 
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TJu Life of Muhammod 

AHlirith b. Hith1m b. al-MughIra answered them thla: 

Help, Omy people, in my longing and lou 
MY lOffOw andbumingheartl 
Tears flow copiolaly from my-eyea 
Like pearls fal ling from the cord of the woman who atrings them, 
Weeping for the aweet-natured hero 
Delth'a pawn lttbewellof Bldr. 
Bless you, 'Arnr kinsman and companion of most generous nltuft. 
Ifctrtain men chanced to meet you when your luck WIlS out, 
Well, time is bound to bring itt ehanges. 
In put timea which are gone 
You brought upon th=t I humililtion which it hard to beu. 
Unleu l die I ahall notleaveyou unavenged. 
I will lpare neither brother nor wife'a kin. 
I "ill IiIY u many dear to them 
AI tbey have alain of mine. 
Hive atrangers whom they have collected deceived them 
While we Ire the pure 1!OCk of Fihr? 
Help, 0 Lu'ayy, protect youraanctulry and your godsj 
Give them not up to the evil manl1 
Your fathers handed them down and you inherited theirfoundationl,' 
The temple with ill roof and CUrtiin. 
Why did the reprobate want to deatroy you?J 
Forgive him not, 0 tribe of Ghllib, 
Fight your Idveraary with all your might and help oDe another. 
Bear one another'. affiictions with endurance. 
You may well Ivenge your brother, 
NOlhing ffiattera if you fail to take revenge on 'Amr'a aIayen. 
Withwavinglwords ftaahing in yeur handl li.ke lightning 
Sending heads flying u they glitter. 
AI it were the tracb of antt on their bladea 
When they are unaheathed againllthe evil-eyed enemy (SJ8). 

'Ali b. Abil Tllib lJaid: 

Hive you not seen how God flvoured Hi' lpoetle 
With the favour ofa strong, powerful, and gracious one; 
How He brought humiliation on the unbdievera 
Who were put to Ihame in captivity and death, 
While Ihe apostle of God'a victory wu glorioua 
He bceing aent by God in righteousneu. 
He brought the Furqiln sent down from God, �Et4t:=:::'::7:::L:;��.hkh I.H. � w, M �"ftd. 
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Not one people as you detire, 
By the loss of Ibn Jud'in, the prlliaewonhy, 
And 'Utba, and him who i. called Abu Jabl among you. 
Shayba and AI4Walid were among them, 
Umayya, the refuge of the poor, and Dhu'I-Rijl.' 
Weep fortheae andnot forothen, 
The keening women will bewail their loss and bereavement, 
Say to the people of Mecca, As&emble yoursclves 
And go to palmy Medina'sfons, 
Defend yourselva and fight, 0 people of Ka'b, 
With your polished and burnilhed Iwordl 
Or pass the night in fear and trembling 
By day meaner than the aandal that is trodden underfoot, 
But know, 0 men that by AI-Lilt, I am lure 
That you will not rest without taking \·engeance. 
Allof you, don yourmail, takethe lpear, 
The helmet, sharp sworo and arraWJ. 

Oir:lt b. al-Khanib b. Mirdib brother of B. Mul,t�rib h. Fihr said: 
I 
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at the boasting of Aus when death is coming to them to

(Since time contains its warnings) 
And al the boasting of the Banu'l-Najjir because cenain men died 
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We shall leave othen dClidon the field.' 
Our ftying steeds will carry UI among you, 
Till we ,lake our vengCllllCC, 0 Banu'I-AuI, 
We Ihall retum tothc charge in the midst of the Banu'I_Najj'r, 
Our hol'lCS snorting under the weight of the speannen clad in mail. 
Your dead we shall leave with vultures circling round 
To look for help but a vain dcaire. 
Yathrib's women will mourn them, 
Their nights long and Ileeplcsa 
Becauac our swords will cut them down, 
Dripping with the blood of their victims. 
Though you won on the day of Badr 
Your good fortune wu plainly due toAl,tmad 
And the chosen band, his friendl, 
Who prote<:ted him in bailie when death was at hand, 
Abu Bab and f.famza could be numbered among them 



The Life of Muhommml 
.And 'AlI among those you could mention, 
Abu 1:!af,and 'Uthmin were of them. 
Sa'd too, if anyone wa. pretent. 
Those men-not the begetting. of Aus and Naijlr
Should be the object of your boasting, 
But their father was from Lu'ayy Ibn Ghilib, 
Ka'b and 'Arnir when noble families are reckoned. 
They are the men who repelled the cavalry on every front, 
The noble and glorious on the day of battle. 

J{a'b b. Malik brother oftheB. Salimauid: 
I .... 1lnderat God'.deed, .ince He 
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An evil band (and evil ever leadl to death). 
They had lummoned their neighbouI'l on all aides 
Until they fonned I great hOlt. 
At us alone they came with ill intent, 
Ka'b and 'Amir and a1lof them, 
With ua was God'a apoade with Aua round him 
Like a atrong impregnable fortreu 
The tril>es ofBanu Naijlr beneath his banner 
Advancing in light annourwhile the duatrose high. ����� 
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fut warrior 

We teatilied to the unity of God 
And that His apostle brought the truth. 
When our light aworda were ulllheathed 
'Twa. u though lirea flashed at their movement. 
With them we Imote them and they scattered 
And the impioua met death, 
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Shayba and Al-Taymlthey left on the battlefield, 
Everyone of them denied Him who .itteth on the throne. 
They became fuel for Hell, 
For every unbeliever mUlt go there. 
It will coIlllume them, while the IIoker 
Increues iUl heat with piecel ofiron and stone.' 
God'a apostle hadcaJled lbem to him 
But they turned away, uying, 'You are nothing but a 8Orcc:ru.' 

!:�:n�:n .... ��
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Tk uJe oj lIfuhammad 

'AbdulIah b. al-Ziba'li al.SahmT(an ally of the B. 'Abdu'I.Dir),' be-
wailing thealain at Badr, said (539) 

What noble warriors, handtomemen, lie round Badr'l battleficld. 
They left behind them Nubayh and Munabbih and 
The twoaona of Rabt'a', bcst fighten against oddt, 
And thegeneroual:Urith, whoae faceahone 
Like the full moon illuminating night; 
Andal.'A,b. Munabbih,the atrong, 
Likc a long lance without a flaw. 
Hit origin and his anceston 
And the glory of hit fatherl and hil molher'l k.in raise him high. 
If one mual weep and Ihow great grief 
Let it be over the giorioul chief Ibn Hilhlm, 
God, lord of creatures, u\ocAbQ'I.Waltd and hit family, 
And grant them apeci.al favour. 

l:Iudnb. Thlbital.�irI answertd him: 
Weep, mayyoureyesweep blood, 
Their rapid flow ever renewtd. 
Why weep for thOK who ran to evil ways? 
Why have you not mentioned the virtues of our people 
And our glorioUl, purposeful, tolerant, courageoul one, 

i�: i:!���:
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One who resemblcs him and docs hit telching 
Wu the mOlt praiaed there not without effect.' 

A maiden ohseues thy mind in lleep 
Giving the lleeper a drink with cool lips 
Likemuak mingltd with pure wlter 
Orold wine red as the blood of llcrifices. 
Wide in the rump, her buttocks ripples of fat, 
Vivleioul, nothastyin lwearing lnollh. 
Her well-covered hips as ahe lita 
Form a hollow in her baek like a marble mortar, 
So lazy Ihe can hardly go to bed, 
Of beautiful body and lovely figure. 
By day I never fail to think of her, 

' In od.l'ft>« !o tbc lCn tbcH ......u h ..... bocn RuineO; bu.(,l they occu' 4UT 
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By night my dreams inRame my desin: tor her. 
1 swear 1 will not forgctlO think ofhcr 
Until my bones lie in the grave. 
o woman who foolishly blames me, 
I refuse toac\Xpt blame on account ofmy lovc; 

!��c�Sf��:t����:7:::jCf�ln�::i:e 
Becausc hc lacks plenty of cam cis; 
If you lied in what you said 
May you escape the conscquences as Al-I:larith b. Hisham did. 
l-le 1cft his fricnds fearing tofightin their defence, 
And escaped by giving bi. horse free rein. 
It left the swift.teedsbehind in the desert; 
As the weigbted rope drops down thewcll. 
His mare galloped away at full speed while 
His friends remained in their evil pligbt 
[His brothers and his family wcrc in the battle 
in which God gave tbe i\'1uslims \'ictory-
For God accomplishes Hi. work-war ground them to powder, 
Its fire blazed (with tbem as fuel) 
But for God and the animal's speed (our horses) had left him 
A prey to wild beasts trodden under their hoofs.J' 
Some of them firmly bound prisoners (though they were) 
Hawu protecting (their young) when they met thespelno; 
Some prostrate never to IIl5Wer to tbe call 
Till the bighest mountains eease to be, 
In shame and plain disgrace when tbey saw 
The sword blade. driving e\'ery resolote chief beforc them. 
Swords in the hands of noble valiant chiefs, �:�:rB:s ���:e

s
:��:s�7e i;r:::��:�ed without searching inquiry. 

Like lightning 'neath the storm douds. 

AI-I;Urith answered him and said 

The people know weUl I did not leave the fight until my Sleed was 
foaming with blood 

1 knew that if I fought alone I should be killcd; my death would not 
injure the enemy 

So I withdrew and left my friend. meaning to al'enge them another 
day. 

, TIt...., .h_ �."" .R ob,·iou.ly • l •• u ;n •• rpotlt;on. The .yn.u Rqu;r .. . hr. • •  he 
p.,..l.lve .... �lhouJdfollowl . . .  nte<:ed.n.·h;l fr;.ndl'. !\lo=,·.r,.heo".n ••• loulpi •• )'of 
th ... nrK"lil foKlIrn . o U  .. oin 

· C. w ·God U'O- bH.'. bu. th.l.;.a!rn<N • .,., .... inly .. -ron,. l have follo-wod thc .. a. 



Tht Lift of Muhammad 
Thi. is what Al-I::I::irith uid in excuse for running away from the battle 

of Badr (HO). 

J:lasslnallOsaid:' 

Quraysh knew on Ihe day of Iladr, 
The day of capth'ity and violent slallghter, 
That when the lanccs cr058ed we were the victors 
In the bmle of AbU'I-Walid 
We killed Rabi'a's lWO IOns the day they came 
Clad in double mail against liB. 
1:laklmfled on the day that the Banu'I-Kajjar 
Advanccd upon them like lions. 
Alithemenof Fihrtumedllil, ��� ::��:

e
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t�:!�doned them from afar. 

Quick, decisive, under the neck vein. 
All Ihe forcc lumed tail together. 
They PlIid no heed to ancctlral honour. 

l:fauin allO said:1 

O l;:lirith, you took a base decision in war 
And the day when ancestral fame i.shown, 
When you rode a swift-footed noble mare, 
Rapid-paced and long in flank, 
Leaving your people behind to be slain, 
Thinking only of escape when you Ihould ha\'e stood fast. 
Could you not have shown concern for your mother's son 
Wholaytl'2flSmedbY lpears, hi.body ltripped? 
God hutened to destroy hiJhoJt 
In .hameful disgnu:e and painful punishmentJ (S.P) 

J:lauln also said (St2):1 

A bold intrepid man-no coward
Led those clad in light chain armour. 
I mean Ihe apostle of God the Creator 
Who favoured him with piety and goodneu above all; 
You had said you would protect your taravan 
And that Badr's waters could not be reached' by us. 
There we had come down, nOI heeding your words so that 
We drank to Ihe full without Itint, 
Holding {ast to an unseverable rope, 
Thewell plaited rope ofGod that .tretchctfar. 
We hne the apostle and we ha\'e the truth which we follow 

• CIlq"Luvi ' Dill"hcli ' Di.«f'III:uvi 
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To the death; we have help unlimited 
Faithfulto his promi5l:', intrepid, a brilliantstar, 
A full moon thatOQU light on el'ery noble man (S43). 

l;fanlnalsosaid:1 

The Banii Aud were disappointed and their raiders returned 
On the day of the Well in misery and disgrace. 
AbU'I-'A, soon lay dead on the ground 
Hurled from the back of his galloping Sleerl: 
He met his end with his weapons, good fighter as he wu 
When he lay still in death. 
The man Zam'a we left with his throat5l:'vered, 
His life blood flowing away, 
His forehead cushioned in the dust, 
His n08trils defiled with filth; 
Ibn Qayt tlCaped with a remnant of his tribe 
Covered with \\'Ounds, at the point ofdcath. 

f;lwAn also said:' 

[:��::�i:�01::�:���::2n�:�;: eril hour r 

And thcy retumed a lhattered force; 
WekilledAbii }ahl and 'Utba before him, 
And Shayba fell forward with his hands outstretched.' 
We killed Suwayd and 'Utba after him. 
Tu'maalao in thc dust of combat. 
Many a noble, generom man we slew 
Ofloftyline, illu.trioulamonghis people. ��
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I'faithMllik's horsemen anCltheir followcl1l were no protection 
When they met us at Badr(5«). 

J;lwAn abosaid' 

lIakim',speed sl\"ed himonthedayof Badr 
Like the speed of a colt from al-A'waj'l mares,' 
Whcn he saw Badr'. \'alley walls 
Swarming with the black-mailed lKJuadrons of Khuraj 
Who do not rctire when they meet the cnemy, 
Who march boldly in the middle of the beaten track. 

' m..,s"tcYii 'D_"zli ... 

. e���i!��n�/�5�ri:f::� it an �UI mit���:=id'IY dlB.�nt 
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How many a valiant chief they have, 
HefOCl where the COlOl'Wd tuml at bay, 
Chiefs giving lavishly with open hand, 
Crowned onea bc:aring tht burden of b1ood-wita, 
Omamentl in oonclave, peraistent in battie, 
Smiting the bold with their aU-piercing Iwords (SH). 

l;laaain alao said: 

Thanka to God we fear not an army 
How many they be with their assembled troope. 
Whenever they brought a multitude againat ua 
ThegraciouaLord lufficedu8 agaifl8ttheirlwords; 
At Badcwe rai.sed ouclpeafl 110ft, 
Death did not dismay ua. 
You could not see a body of men 
More dangerous to those they attack when wulS ltirred up,' 
But we put our trust [in God] and aaid 

�� �:�dslOl:r�:r::e�d:e% ���;:'�I 
Though but I band against theirthoulandl. 

l;Iasa1n alaosaid, aatirizing B. Jumal;l and thoae of them who werellain: 

Ba:!Jumal;lrushed headlong to di.aalterbecauae oftheir Unlucky 

(The mtan lnlUl inevitably mecta humiliation). 
They were oonquered and slain at Bldr, 
They deeerted in all directiol1l, 
They rejected the Kripture aodcalled Muhammad liar. 
But God makea the religion of every apotde victorioua; 
God cuneAbu Khuzayma and hilton, 
The two KhIlidsand $l'id b. 'Aqil. 

'Ublydab. al-l;Ilrith uid about the bauleofBadr, and the cutting off of 
hil foot when it was lmitten in the fight, when he and ijamza and 'All 
fought their enemiea (H6): 

A battle will teU the Meccan. lbout ua: 
It wiU make distant men give heed, 
When 'Utbadied and Shayba aher him 
And 'Utba'. eldeat .on had no eausc to be pleased witb it.' 
You may cut off my leg, yet I am a Muslim, 
I bope in exchangc foc l life near to Allah 
With Houriafashioned liIr.e the mo.t beautiful ltatuea 
With the higbeat heaven for thoee who mount there. 

' n.. metopho.io thatoltbe""timd' odd ... ofthe""_ltotbc ........ · Hc  ... the ... io.punontlu! namc�. 
· ·u .... 'I6ntborto ol.WolId_ oloo lloU:o.,Bod •. 
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I have bought it wilh a life of which I ha"e tasted the be.t' 
And which I have tried until i iolt e\·enmy next-of.kin. 
The Merciful honoured me with His favour 
With the garment of Islam 10 cover my faults. 
I did not shrink from fighting them 
The day that men called on their peers to fight them, 
When they asked the prophet he lOught only us three 
So that we came out to the herald; 
We met them like lioll!l. brandishing our spears. 
We fought the rebellious for God'.aake; 
We three did not move from our position 
Till their fate came upon them (547). 

When 'Ubaydadied of the wound in his leg at the battle of Dadr, Ka'b b . 
l\1!ilik, the An,�rl, wrote this elegy on him' 

o eye, be generous, not niggardly, 
With thy true tears; spare them nOt 
For a man whoscdeath appalled us, 
Noble in deed and in descem, 
Bold in attack with sharpened sword. 
Ofnob!e repute and goodly descent.' 
'Ubayda has passed away, we cannOt hope 
For good or evil from him, 
On the c\·c of battle he used to protCCt our rearguard with his sword. 

Ka'b a.lsoaaid: 
Have Ghasslin heard in thcir distant haunt 
(The best informant is one with knowledge thereof), 
That Ma'add shot their arrows at us, 
The whole tribe of them were hostile, 
Ikcausc \\'e worship God,hopingin none other, 
Hoping for hea\'en'sgardeTlll.inee their pmphet has come to us.l 
A prophet with a glorious inheritance among his peopie, 
And truthful an�IOrs whose origin made them pure; 
Bothlid� advanced, andwe met themlikelions 

���::;;�
t
t
i
����':h:

o���� to hope for; 

Till Lu'aYY'1 leader fell upon his facc; 
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th our sharp swords, 

By)'Our father's life, yelOnsofLu'ayy, 
De3pite your dettit and pride, 

, R�odin. f(JJ""''''''� 
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Your horsemen did not protect you at Badr, 
Theyoould not stand fast when they met us; 
We l,2IIle there with God's light 
Clearing away the co\'er of darknes.s from us. 
God'l apostle: le:dus,by God's orde:r, 
An order He: had fixed by decree:; 
Yourhol1lemen couldnot conquer at Badr 
And returnc:d to you in c:vil cuc:; 
Do not hurry, Abii Sufy�n, and watch 
For the finc: stc:c:ds coming up from Kada',' 
By God's hc:lpthe: holYlpirit is among thc:m' 
And l\1ichael, what a gooclly companyl 

T3Jib b. Abii T31ib, praising the apostle and lamc:nting the men of 
Qunysh who werc thrown into the: pit at Badr, aaid: 

l\1ye:ye: we:pt oopiously 
Over Ka'b, though it sees them not. 
Ka'b dc:sertc:d one: anothe:r in the: wars, and 
Fate dc:stroye:d theIR, thc:yhavinggreatlysinned.l 
And'i\mirthis morning arc: wec:ping forthe misfortunes(that be:fell 

thc:m). 
Shall I c:ver see them closer (to each other) 1 
The:y are my brothers, their mother no harlot, 
And never their guest sufferc:<i wrongj 
o our brothers 'Abdu Shams and Naufal, may I be: your ransom, 
Put not war berv.c:c:n us. After thc: love and friendship we: had 
Ikcome: not(thesubjectof) stories in which allofyouhne something S�9 

to complain of. 
Do you not know what happened in the war of Da�is 
And when Abii Yaksiim's army filled the: ravine? 
Had not God the Sole Existentaave:d you 
You could not have protected your pc:ople, 
We among QUrllysh have done no great wrong 
But merely protected the bc:st man that ever trod the earth ; 
A standby in misfortunes, ge:nerous, 
Noble: in re:putation, no niggard, no wrongdoer. 
Hill door is thronged by those sec:king his bounty, 
A seaof genelU5itr, vut, unfailing. 
ByGod,my soulwille:ve:rbe aad, 
Restless, until you smite: Khazraj we:ll and truly. 

I;>irhb. al-Kha1!3b al-Fihrilame:nting AbiiJahl said 

Alas for my e:ye: that cannot slc:c:p 
Watching the SIUS in the darlmes.s of the: nightl 

, A pI..,., nnr Mecca. Cr. W. h9, Line •• 
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It ill as though a mote were in it, 
But there ill naught but Aowing tears. 
Tell Qurayshthat the be.tofthe:ir comp,any, 
Thcnoblest man that e:ve:rwaIkcd, 
At Badrlies impriloncd in the:wcll; 
The noble: one:, not buc-born and no niggard. 
I swear that my eyes shaIl neve:r weep for any man 
Now Abu'I-l;fakam our chief is Ilain. 
r we:ep for him whOlie death brought sorrow to Lu'ayy b. GMlib, 
To whom de:ath came at Badr where hc remains. 
You could scc fragme:nta oflpt1lrs in hill horsc'I chest, 
Scraps of his flesh plainly intcnninglcd with the:m. 
No lion lurking in thcvalle:yof Blsha, 
\'Vhcrethroughjunglcd l'ales the: watcrs Aow, 
Wasboldcr than he whcnlancel duhcd, 
Whcn the: cry wcnt forth among the: valiant 'Dismount" 
Griel'e not o\'cnnuch, Mughira'I kin, be rcsolutc 
(Though hcwho so gricves is not to be blamcd). 
Bestrong,fordcath ill yourglory, 
And the:reaftcr at lifc's e:nd thcre ill no rc:grci. 
r said thatvictory will bc yours 
And high renown-no man ofsclUewill doubt it (s4B). 

AJ-I;flrith b. Hish�m, bewailing hil brother Abu Jahl, laid: 

A1u my soul for 'Arnrl 

��=��o�� a:l
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Wuthc fil1lt of his pcople togo into thcold abandoncd pit. 
I have always thought it right (that you should bcthc fint), 
Since yourjudgcmcnt in the put wu sound. 

k:: Ih:�ic;��I� Y:';:��ca!�:��. 
At night when I cannotscc him I feel 
A prey to indeciaion and full ofcarc. 
When daylight comes oncc morc 
My eye i, weary of remembering 'Amr (H9). 

sai��u Bakr b. al-Aawad b. Shu'ub al-Laythi, whose name: was Shaddld, 

Ummu Bakrgave methe grccting of peacc; 
But what peace can I have: now my people arc no mord 
In tbc pit, thc pit of Badr, 

r o���::::,�:g
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��� and noble boon companionsl 
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ino.,u6cancc. Thia ia m  ... h lO b e prd�rred lOtheob,iouIf<'rUoflheMSS 
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In tht pit, the pit oCBadl;. 
What platters pjled high with choiccst camel-meatl 
In the well,the well of Badr, 
How many camds straying fretly were youral 
In the weIl,the well ofBadr, 
How many flags' and sumptuous giful 
What friends of the noble AbU, 'A1r, 
Drother oCthe generous cup and boon companions I 
If you were to Ke Abu 'Aqll 
And the men of the pass of Na'ilm 
You would mourn over them like the mother of a new-born camel 
Yearning over her darling. 
The lpoatletells us that we shall live, 

But how can bodies and wnUths meet again?2(sso) 

Umayya h. Abu'HWI, lamenting thOle who died II Bade, said: 
Would'ltlhou notweepoverthe noblea, 
Sons of nobles, praised by all, 
Aathe doves moumupon the leafy boughs, 
Upon the bending branches, 
Weeping in soft dejectcd notcs 
When they return It nightfall. 
Like them are the weeping women, 
The keenenwho lift up their voiccs. 
He who weeps them weeps in reallOrrow, 
�=':J:��dt�=

e
�lIS the truth. 

At Badrand a1-'Aqanqal, 
At Madilll'u'I-Barqayn and A1-l;Iannln, 
Atthe end of al-Awls.hi�, 
Grey-beards and youths,Bold leaden, 
Raiders impetuous I 
See you not what I see 
When it is plain to all beholden, 
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That the V1Ile of Mecca hu altered, 
Become a valley dcserted 
By every chief,80n of achief,' 
Fair •• kinned,mustriolls, 
Constantly at the gate of kings, 
CroNing the desert,victorious, 
Strong-neclted,slout of body, 
Men of eminence,Sll!XeMful in enterprille, 
Who say and do and order what is right, 
Who feed their guau on fat meat 
Servedon bread whiteua lamb'allornach; 
Who offer dishes and yet more dishes 
.A5 large u water pools, 
The hungry finds them not empty 
Nor wide without depth, 
Toguat after guest they &end them 
With broad open hand, 
Gi\'era of hundreds from hundreds of milch camels 
To hundreds of their guesu, 
�riving the camel herrls to the herds, 

��������I �o
;::v�a!l��tinctiOn 

Outweighing the nobility of others � ��: 
;:I:::r

s
:�:�;

n the scale 

A panydesened them, while they prolected 
Their women from disgrace, 
Men who amote the fronl ranu of the enemy 
With broad-bladed Indian awords; 
Their voice. pained me u they 
Called for water crying aloud; 
How fine were the sons of 'Ali all of theml' 
If they do not raid such a raid 
M would &end baclt every barking dog to its lair, 
With horses trained to long rides, 
Withproudlyraisedheads,keptnearthe tenu. 
AI young men on fine horses 
Againatfierce menacing lions; 
Each man advances to hia enemy 
Walking u though toahake hands, 
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About a thousand OT two thousaml 
MaiJcd men and apeumcn (551).' 

Umayya also said, lamenting Zama'a b. al-Aswad and the B. Aswad who 533 
were slain 

o eye, weep with o\'erflowing ttars for Abu'l-l:f;irith 
And hold not thy tears for Zama'a 
Wecp for 'Aqil b. Aswad,the bold lion, On the day of battlc and the dust of war. 
Those Banu Aswad were brothers like the Gemini, 
No treachery and no deceit was in them, 
They are the nobiesl family of Ka'b, 
The very summit of txcellence. 
They produced sons as many as the hairs of the head 

����:���;�:�;
h
:i:I�� 

i
l���::�:�8itions. J 

Their hearts ached for them. 
Theyga\'e thcir food when rain failed, 
When all was dry and no doud could be sccn (SS:Z). 

Abu UI�ma MU'3wiya b. Zuhayr b. Qars b. al-J:liirith b. Dubay'a 
b. I\Uzin b. 'Adly b. Jusham b. Mu'�wiya, an ally of B. Makhzum (S53), 
passed Hubayra b. Abu Wahb as they were ronning away on Ihe day of 514 
Badr. Hubayra was e):hausled and threw away his coal of mail and 
(Mu'iiwiya) picked it up and went off with il. He composed the following 
lines (SS4-): 

When I aaw the army panic, 
Running away at top speed 
And thaI their leaders lay dead, 

�:����:e
h
���fi=

t 
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f
i�:�� 

����.�
f :�;: �:�:��:�::!'ur fate at Badr. 
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We left the way and they overtook us 
ln wavea, like an overwhelming ftood; 
Someaaid,'Who itlbnOays?' 
I uid,'Abil Ualma,withoutboasting, 
I am the Juslamile, that you may know me, 
I will announce my lineage, 
An.weringehallenge byehallenge. 
If you are of the best bom ofOuraysh, 
I amfromMu'iwiyaibnBau.' 
Tell Milik, when we were attacked, 
For you, 0 Milit, know of me; 
Tell Hubayra of u. if you meet him, 
For he is wise and inftuential, 
That when I was ealled to Ufayd' 
I retumed to the battle with undaunted heart, 

b� ;;!�:ath.::!::e;::r:::;��heeded 

Sothat i. your brother,OB.Lu'ayy, 
And that is Milit, 0 Umm 'Amr,' for 
Had I not been there.triped hyaenas, 

Mothen of cubs would have had him, 
Digging at the graves with their clawa, 
Their fac.es as blacJr. as a cooking-poti 
I .wear by Him Who is my Lord 
And by the blood-.tained pillanof the.toningpbees 
You will see what my true worth is 
When men become as fierce asleopardl.· 
No lion from hia lair in Tarj-

Bold,menaeing, fathering cubs in the jungle, 
\Vho has made his den taboo againstintruden 
So that none can.pproaeh himel'en with a force.� 
In the sand,bands ofmen are helplell �e

.
�;t:ru= ;11 who try to drive him away-

When I adl'ance roaring and growling at the enemy 
With arrowa like.harp lanc.es 

��i: :�nn�!
I��i��r::n:u�de 

And a atrongly fashioned bow, and 
A glittering sword which 'Umayr, .the poli.her, 
Whetted f o r a  fortnight. 
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sai�;nd d. 'Utba b. R3bi'a bewailing her father on the day of B3dr 

J 
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$afiya d. r-.'ius�fir b. Abu 'Amr b. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu 538 
ManM,bewailingthe slain in the pit of Badr, said: 

$afiya a ls o said: 

Hind d. UtMtha b. 'AbbM b. al-r-.'1una l ib lamenting 'Ubayda b. al
l��rith b. a l-Mu!\alibsaid: 

'Suh.he�p, ..... forth.melninll'dadin"",uming·."'Mlldl;/)d.but ••• lltM.djoenv .. • �psy<ho]Ollic�.uchl .. n..,.«nuoutofplo<.h ... 

: l f;�: ���:::.�:�� Medina 
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To the people in every winter 
When the skies are red from famine; 
To the orphans when the wind was violent. 

���:t�: �':: ru'rn:�i�:::���8 �:;n��:d
as it seethed; 

He would rcvive it  with thick brushwood. 
Mourn him for the night traveller or the one wanting food, 
The wanderor lost whom he put at his ease (561). 

Qutayla d.al-I:Iarith,sister of al-NaQr b.al-I:Il1rith,weeping him said 

o Rider, I think you will reach Uthayl' 

�:!��n
d���h�:!t�h�;���!f��� are lucky. 

Swift camels always carry news from me to thee. 
(Tell of) flowing tears running profuscly or ending in a sob. 
Can al-NaQr hear me when I cal! him, 
How can a dead man hear who cannot speak I 
o Muhammad, finest child of noble mother, 
Whose sirc a noblesire was, 
'Twould not have hanned you had you spared him. 
(A warrior oft spares though full of rage and angcr.) 
Or you could have taken a ransom, 
Thc dcarestprice that could be paid." 
Al-NaQrwu the nearcat rclative you capturcd 

���hs�:r�:S�/�%�a:�c�s r;!:��e down on him. 
Good God,what bonds of kinship thcrcwercBhattercd! 
Exhausted he was led to a cold-blooded death, 
A prisoncr in bonds, walking like a hobbled bcast (S6Z).l 

The apostlc left Badr at the end of the month of RamaQan or in Shawwll. 

TilE RAID ON B. SULAYM IN AL-KUDR 

HO Thc apostle stayed only scven nighta in Medina before hc himselfmadc a 
raid againstB.Sulaym(s6J). Hcgot as far as theirwatcring place called 

�����. a�� :�:��� ��:�: ����h�i���'
o�e;�r;��ut:n�eg�r:;,t�:'��: :� 

during that timc he accepted the ransom of most of the Qurayshprisoners. 

I Aplac.n.orMwi .... b.tweenBadc.ndWldi$.rrt 

�G �:��s��:�.!'d t'; �..;,� ::'��t'::� ht�: ,,,polllib!. for in incIuaion in the 
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When he went away Abu Sufyiin said of SaUlI.m's treatment of him: 

I A eupMmi,m for Ib,u;n;ng from auu.1 in.ucourse • 
• About eight poolf di,un"" from Me<lino 
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T. 1365 [Ab;:i Sufyan had composed some verses to incite Quraysh when he 
got ready 10 mareh from Mecca to Medina: 



THE AFFAIR Of TilE B. QAYNUQ.J.' 

Meanwhile there was the affair of the B. Qaynuq;l'. The apostle assembled 
them in their market and addressed them as followlI: '0 Jews, beware lest 
God bring upon you the vengeance that He brought upon Quraysh and 
become Muslims. You know that I am a prophet who has been sent
you will find that in yourseripturesand God'icovenant with you.' They 
replied, '0 MuhamfNd, you Item to think that we are your people. Do 
nOI deceive youl'Klfbecausc you encountcrcd a pcople with no knowledge ��a�·�

.
:��

e 
g�t

a
�h;!:,�,ter of them; for by God if we fight you, you will find 

A freedman of the family of Zayd b. Thlbit from Sa'id b. Jubayr or from ���i;;
o
�

'
��:

u
� :����s told me that the latter said the following verses 

'[»yto thosc\\,ho disbclieve: you will be \'anquished and gathered to 
Hell, an evil resting place. You ha\'ealready had align in the twO forces 
which met', i.e. the apostle'l companions at Badr and the Qura)·sh. 
'One force fought in the way of God; the other, disbclievers, though t they 

law double their own force with their very eyes. God strengthens with 
His help whom He wi[1. Verily in that is an example for the discerning." 

'A�im b. 'Umar b. Qatlda said that the B. Qaynuqll.' were Ihe first of the 
Jews 10 break their agreement with the apostle and to go to war, between 
BadrandUl)ud(s68),andthe aposllebesieged themuntilthey surrendered 546 
unconditionally. 'Abdullah h. Ubayy b. Salo.] went to him when Cod 
had put them in his power and said, '0 Muhammad, deal kindly with my 
clients' (now they were allies of Khazraj), bUI the apostle put him off. 
He repeated Ihe words, and the apostle turned away from him, whereupon 
he thrust his hand into the collar of the apostle's robc (sfw});the apostl e 
was so angry that his face became almost black. He ..aid, 'Confound you, 
let me go.' He answered, 'No, by God, I will not let you go unlil you deal 
kindly with my clienlS. Four hundred men without fNil and three hundred 
mailed protected me from all mine enemies; would you cut them down in 
one morning? By God, I am a man who feal'$ thai circumstances may 
change.' The apostle said,'You canhave them(S70).' 

My father Isl)aq b. Yadr told me from 'UMda b. al·Walid b. 'Ublda 
b. al.$5mit who said: when thc B. Qaynuq.f fought the apostle 'Abdullah 
b. Ubayy espouscd their cause and defended them, and 'Ubada b. al-$;lmit, 
who was one of the 11. 'Auf, who had the same alliance with them as had 
'Abdullah, went !Othe apostle and renounced all responsibility for them 
in favour or God and the apostle, saying, '0 apostle of God, I take God 
and His apostle and the belie\'en as my friends, and I renounce my 
agrecment and friendship with Ihese unbelie\·ers.' Concerning him and 
'Abd\ll1:h

s
:� ���::' this passage from the ChaPterofthe

.
�:�e

5
�::;' down:" 
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THE KILLING O�' KA'B B. AL-ASIIRAF 

A fterthe Quraysh defeatat Badr theapostlehad sentZaydb.I;Ur ithato 
the lowu quarter and 'Abdullah b. Rawil�a to the upper quar ter 10 tell the 
Muslims of Medina of God's victory and of the polytheists who had been 
killed. 'A bdullah b. al-Mughith b. A bo Burda al-�afar i and 'Abdullah b. 
A b u  Bakr b. Muhammad h. 'Amr b.l;fazm and 'A�im b. 'Vmar b. Qatilda 
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and !?llil:l b. Abu Umlma b. SaW each gave me a part of the following 
story: Ka'b b. ai-Ashraf who was one of the Tayyi' of the subsection B. 
Nabhm whose mother was from the B. aI-NaQir, when he heard the news 
said, 'Is this true? Did Muhammad actually kill thC&C whom these two 
men mention? (i.e. Zayd and 'AbdulIah b. R.aw1I:la). 'fhcseare the nobles 

��:r:�:ra;o
d �n

J
�

d���� 
b

�i
��' if Muhammad has slain these people 

When the enemy of God became certain that the news was troe he 
left the town and went to Mecca III slay with al-�Iultalib b. Abu Wadll'a 
h. Oubayra al-SahmT who was married to 'Atika d. Abu'I·'Js b. Umayya 
b. 'Abelu Shanu b. 'Abdu Man1f. She took him in and entertained him 
hoapitably. He began to inveigh against the apostle and to recite verses 
in which he bewailed the Quraysh who were thrown into the pit aftcc 
havingbcen slain at Badr. He said: 

Badr'smill ground llut the blood of its people. 
At events like Hadryou should weep and cry. 
The best of Ihe people were slain round their cisterns, 
I)Qn't think it Btrange that the princes were left lying. 
How many noble hand$Ome men, 
The refuge of the homeleu were slain, 
Libcral when the sian gave no rain, 
Who bore othera' burdens, ruling and taking their due fourth. 
Some peoplewhosc anger plcases me uy 
'Ka'b b. ai-Ashraf is utterly dejected'. 
They are righl. o that the earth when they were killcd 
Had split asunderand engulfed its pcople, 
That he who spread the report had bo-en thrust through 
Or lived cowering blind and deaf. 
I was told that all the Banu'I-Mughira were humiliated 
And brought low by the death nfAbu'I-l;Iakim 
And the IWO sons of Rabi'a with him, �:!����h�t����:3:1: ��

:

e:
i

:�:�ot attain (such honour) as those 

Is doing well and gathering troops 
To visit Yathrib with armies, 
For only the noble, handsome man pr,otects Ihe loftiestl reputation 

(573)· 
J:lusmb.Thabit answercd him thus: 

Does Ka'b weep for him again and. again 

, ul. 'he�:�!i::.: ::�i:::� .�:r
.
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• Th<q ...... rioniaironkol:l<lh'mW«p,fhcwanlOlO. "I"hetezlofthilpomlildllbiooUi. 
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In the vale of Badr I sawlOme of them,th�$lain, 
Eyes pouring with tears for them 
\V�ep rAtika], for you have made a mean sIne weep 

Like a pup following a little bitch 
God has givcn satisfaction to our leadcr 

���u�.��h�:�:��e�er:t�t::t
��r who fought him. 

Escaped and fled away (S7f). 
A Muslim woman of B. Murayd, a dan of Bali who were allied attacb 

menta of B. Umayya b. Zard, called al-Ja'�dira answered Ka'b (S75) 
This slavc shows grcat concern 
Wceping over thc slain untiringly. 
l'\'laythe eye that wcepso\'er thcslain at Badrweep on 
And may Lu·anb. Ghalib weep doublc as much! 
Would Ihat those wdtering in their blood 
Could be seen by those who li\'e between Mecca's mOllntains! 
They would know for <;enain and wOlild see 
How they werc dragged along hy hair and beard.' 

��: �a�k
t���t

f�� �o
}:�:�hat you may be safc 

Do you taunt mcbecause I ,he<! teara 
For people wholo\'edmcsinccrcly? 
As long as I li\'c I shall wcepand remember 
The merit. of people whose glory is in Mttca'shouses. 
By my life Murayd used to be far from hostifc 
But now they are become as jackals. 
They ought to ha\'e their noses cut off 
Forinsultingthctwodans ofLu'ayyb.GMlib. 
I gh'e my .hare in Murayd to Ja'dar 
Intruth,byGoo's house,betwetn Mccca's mountains. 

(T. Then Ka'b returned to Medina and composed amatory \'c� 
aboutUmmu'I-Fa�ld.al -l:Iarith,!I3ying: 

Are you off without stopping in thc valley 
And lcavingUmmu'I-Fa9IinMecca? 
Out would come wbat she bought from the pedlar of bottles, 
Henna:llld hairdye. 

��:� I!�e ':�!:\=ns����n!:I�:, i��;' motion: 

'Or, "'adina:� .. 4o\N ... ·,he ... ord""u.bov.'heirbcoro..nd�bro",,· 
• P .... umabJyhc:rbllllock •• rernean .;'h..,."'01I1d bcbctweenhu.nkteond her�lbow �.:t recli ... d. I .. , •• and huvy butlock. w<:re mork. of female be ou.y omon. Ihe old 
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Sword in hand we cut him down 
By Muhammad'i order when he aent tecretly by night 
Ka'b'sbrother togo to Ka'b. 
He beguiled him and brought him down with guile 
Mal).mUd was trustworthy, bold (577). 

I;lassln b. Thabit, mentioning the killing of Ka'b and of Sallm b. 
Abu'I-l;Iuqayq,said 

What a nne band you met, ° Ibnu'l-ijuqayq, 
Andyou too,lbnu'I-Ashraf, 
Travelling by night with their light sword. 

Bold as lions in their jungle lair 
Until the)' came to you in your quarter 
And made you taste death with theirdeadly .words, 
Seeking "ictory for the religion of Iheir prophet 
Counting their lives and wealth u nOlhing (S78). 

THE AFFAIR OF MUJ:lAYYI$A AND J:IUWAYYI$A 
The apostle said, 'KilI any jew that [alb inlo your power: Thereupon 
Mu�ayyilja b.Mas'ud leapt upon Ibn Sunayna (S79),a jewish merchant 
with whom they had social and business relations, and killed him_ l;Iuway-
yip was not a Muslim at the lime though he was the elder brother. When 
Mu�ayyip; killed him l;Iuwayyi,a began 10 beat him, saying, 'You enemy 5H 
of God, did you kill him when much of the fat on your helly comes from hi, 
wealth I' Mu�ayyip answered, 'Had the one who ordered me to kill him 
ordered me to kill you I \\'Ouldhavecut your head off: He said that this 
waslhe beginning ofl:luwayyi�a's acceptance oflslam. The other replied, 
'By God, if Muhammad had ordered you 10 kill me would you have killed 
mel' He said, 'Yes, by God, had he otdered me to cut off your head I 
would have done so: He e:cclaimed, 'By God, a religion which can bring 
you 10 this is man'ellous!'and he became a !\1u.lim. 

I was loldthis Ilory byaclient ofB.l;Iiritha from the daughter of 
Mul).ayyip. from Mu�ayyip himself. 

Mu�ayyi�a composed the following lines on the subject: 

My mother', son blames me because if I were ordered to kill him 
I would smite hi., nape with a sharp sword, 
A blade white as sa!t from polishing. 
My downward stroke never misses its mark. 
It would not please me to kill you "oluntarily 
Though we owned all Arabia from north 10 south (580). 

After hi.arri\'alfromBa�rinthe apostlestopped forthe months ofthe 555 
latter jumld�. Rajab, Sha'Mn, and Rama�in(in Medina). Qurayshmade 
the raid of U�ud in Shaww�I. A.II. �'

b 
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Ihave pieced together the following storyaboutthe ba{t1e ofU�ud, from 
what I ,,"'as told by Muhammad b. Muslim al·Zuhri and Muhammad b. 
Ya�yll b. l;I ibhln and '�im b. 'Umar b. Qatllda and Al.l;lu,""yn b. 
'Abdu'l-Ra�mlln b. 'Amr b. Sa 'd  b. Mu'adh and other learned traditioniau. 
Oneor the other,or allof them,isrcaponsible forthe followingnarrative. 
When the unbelieving Quraysh met disaster at Badr and the survivors 
returned to Metca and Abu Sufylnb.l:Iarb had n:tumcdwilh his caravan, 
'AbduUah b. Abu Rabra and 'Imma b. Abii Jahl and $afwlln b. Umayya 
walked with the men whose fathe�, IOruI, and brothers had been killed 
at Badr, and they spoke to Abii Suf ylln and those who had merchandisc in 
thatcal1lvan,aaying,'Men ofQurayah,Muhammad haswronged youand 
kiUed your best men, 10 help us \lith this money to fight him, 10 that we 
may hope to get our revenge for thosc we have loet,' and they did so. 

556 A learned person told me that it was concerning them that God sent 
down;' 'Those who disbelieve spend their money to k�p others from the 
WlIy ofGod,and they will spcnd it, then they will suffer the losaofit, then 
they will be overcome, and those who disbelie\·e will be gathered to HeU! 

SoQuraysh gatheredtogether tofightthe apostie whenAbuSufyllndid 
this,and the owners ofthc caravan, with their black troops, and such of 
the tribc:s of K.inllna as would obey them, and the people of the low country. 
Now AbU. 'Aua, aI-Juma�r had been spared by the apostle at Badr because 
he was a poor man with a large family.' He had been taken prisoner, and 
aaid,'I am a poorman with a large family and great need,as you know, 
10 .pare me,' and the apostle let him go. $afwlln aaid to him, 'Now, Aba 
'Au=!, you are a poet so help us with your tongue and go forth with us.' 
He replied, 'Muhammad spared me and I do not want to go against him.' 
He laid, 'No, but help ut with your presence, and God iB my witncas thlt 
if I return I will make you rich; and if you Ire killed I will treat your 
daughters .. my own. What befalls mine, whether good or ill, shall 
befall youn: So AbU 'Ana went through the low country calling the B. 
Kinllnaand aay.ing: 

Listen, sons of 'Abdu Manilt,the.teadfast, 
You are stOut warnors like your father, 
Do not promise me yourhclp a ycar hence, 
Do not bctray me, for betrayal is not right.J 

Musllfi' b. 'Abdu Manit b. Wahb b. Hudhlfa b. Juma� went out to the 
B.Mllltkb.KinllnaBtirring themupandcaUingthcmtofightthe apostie. 
aaying: 

o M.II.i1,Mllik,foremott in honour, 
I uk in the oamc ofkindted and confederate, 

'SIln1.37. ° " ... W·P·47' • • Theltinli.i"thetall,,"'",iJ4.,ioUHdintheHn�ol·bclr.,...I· 
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stay in Medina, do not go out to them. We have never gone out to fight an 
enemy but we have met disaster, and none has come in against us without 
beingdefeated,soleavethemwheretheyare.lftheyslay,lheyslayinane\'iL 
predicament, and if they come in, the men wiU fight them ;lnd the women 
and children "iU Ihrow stonaon Ihem from the walls, and if they retreat 
they will retreat low-spirited as they came.' Those who wanled to fight 
Quraysh kept urging the apostle until he went into his house and put on 
his armour, That was on the Friday when he had finished prayen. On 
that day one of the An�ar, Malik b. 'Amr one of the B. ai-Najjar died, and 
the aposde prayed over him, and then went out to fight. Meanwhile the 
people had repented of their design, saying they thought they had persuaded 
the apostle against his will,which they had no right to do, so that when he 
went out to them they admitted that and said that i f h e wished to remain 
inside the city they would not oppose him. The apostle said, 'It is not 
fitting that a prophet who has put on his armour should lay it aside unt il 

!!9 he has fought,'so he marehed out with a thousand of his oompanioTU (583 ), 
until when they reached al-ShaUf between Medina and U�ud, 'Abdullah b, 
UbaY}' withdrew with a third of the men, saying, 'He has obeyed them and 
disobeyed me. We do not know why we should lose our Jives here, 0 
men.' So he returned with the waveren and doubters who followed him, 
and 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b.l;lar:1m, brother of the B. Salama, followed them, 
saying, '0 people, 1 adjure you by God oot to abandon your people and 
your prophet when the enemy is at hand.' They replied, 'If we knew that 
you would fight we would not abandon you, but we do not think that th ere 
will be a battle.' So when they withstood him and penisted in withdrawiog, 
he said, '1\1ay God curse you, you eoemie, of God, for God will make His 
prophet independent of you.' Someone, not Ziyld, I from Muhammad b. 
Isl)lqfrom al-Zuhrt,saidthaton that daytheAn�lrsaid, '0 apostle, should 
wenot askhelpfromour allies,theJewsl'Hesaid,'\Ve have n o n e e d o f  
them.' Ziyld said Muhammad b. lsJ:t1iq told me that t h e  apostle went h i s  
way until he passed through theflarra of t h e  B.l;liiritha and a horse 
swished its tail and it caught the pommel of a sword so that it came out of 
its .heath (584). The apostle, who liked auguria, though he did not 
observe the flight of birds, said to Ihe ownHofthe sword,'Sheath your 
sword,forlcansecthat swords will be drawn today.' 

Then the apostle asked his companions whether anrone could lake them 
near the Quraysh by a road which would not pass by them. AbU Khay
thama,brotherofB.l;larithab. al-l;Iilrilh,undertook todo so,and he took 
him throughtheflarra ofB,l;I�rithaand theirproperty untilhecameout 
in the territory of Mirba' b, QanT who was a blind man, a disaffected 
person.. When he perceived the approach of the apostle and his men he 
got up and threw dust in their faces saying, 'You may be the apostle of 

560 God, but I won't let you through my garden I' I was told that he took a 
handful of dust aod said,'By God, Muhammad, if I could be sure wt 1 

, ZiyWb,'Abdullahll.BlkU'j 

J 
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.hould not hit someone else I would throw it in your face.' The people 
nahed on him to kill him, and the apostle laid, '00 not kill him, for this 
blind man is blind of hean,blind ofl,ight.' Sa'd b.Zayd, brother of B. 
'Abdu'l.Ashhal,rushed at him before the apostle had forbidden this and 
hit him on the head with his bow so that he split it open. 

The apostle went on until he came down the gorge of UJ:lud on the high 
ground of the wadi towards the mountain. He put his camels and army 
10wardlUJ:lud and said, 'Let none of you fight until we give the word.' 
Now Quraysh had let their camels and hOiles loose to pasture in some crops 
which were in al.$amgha, a part of Qanlit belonging to the Muslims. 
When the apostle had forbidden them to fight one of the An,iir said,'Are 
the crops of the B. Qayla to be gnzedon without our striking a blowf' 
The apostie drew up his troops for battie, about 700 men. He put O\'er the 
archers 'AbduUah b. Jubayr brother of B. 'Arne b. 'Auf who was dis
tinguisbed that day by bis white garmenta. There were So archers, and 
he said, 'Keep the cavalry away from u. with your arrows and let them not 
come on us from the rear whether the Inttle goes in our favour or against 
us; and keep your place so that we cannot be got at from your direction.' 
The apostle then put on two ooats of mail and de1h'ered the standard to 
Mut'ab b. 'Umayr, brother of B. 'Abdu'l-Dlr (S85). 

The Quraysh mustered their troops about 3,000 men with 200 horses 561 
which they had led along with them. Their cavalry on the left flank was 
commanded by Khiilid b. al·Wal!d; and On the right by 'Ikrima b. Abu 
Jab!. 

{M. The apostle wore two ooats of mail On the day of UJ:lud, and he took M. 65 
up a sword and bnndished it saying1 'Who will take this sword with ita 
right til Some men got up to take it but he withhdd it from them until 
Abo DujlnaSim1ik b. Kharasha, brother ofB. S1i'ida, got up 10 take it. 
[M. 'Umar got up 10 take it, saying, 'I will take it with its right,' but the 
prophet IUmed away from him and brandished it a second time using 
the lime words. Then al.Zubayr b. al·'Awwiim got up and he too was 
rejected, and the two of them were much mortified. Then Abu Dujlna, 
&c.] He asked, 'What is its right, 0 Apostle of God?' He answered, 
'That you should smite the enemy with it until it bends.' When he said 
that he would take it with ils right he gave it him. Now Abu Dujlna was 
a bn\'e but conceiled man in battle and whene\'er he put on this red 
turban of his, people knew thai he was about to fight. When he took the 
Iword from the apostle's hand [he began to walk 10 the fight saying 

I'm the man who took the Iword 
When 'Usc it right'was the prophet's word. 
Forlhe sake ofGod,ofall theLord 
Who doth to alilheir food afford.] 

And he began toatrut up and down between the lines. 
I i.e. uac it .. it ough,.n.d d ..... n to be uacd 
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Ja'far b. 'Abdullah b. Aslam, client of 'Umar b. al-Khanab, told me on 
theauthority ofoneof theAn�arofB.Sal:una thatthe apostJesaid whenhe :�:� 

I
��j:�i:

.
��rutting, 'This is a pit which Allah hates except on an 

T.1398 [1'. Now Abu Sufyan had sent a messenger saying, 'You men of Au sand 
Khazraj, leave me to deal with my cousin and we will depart from you, for 
we have no need to fight you'; but they gave him a rude answer.] 

'Al1im b. 'Umar b. Qat3da told me that Abu 'Amir 'Abdu 'Amr b. 
$ayft h. Malik b. al-Nu'man, one of the B. Oubay'a who had M:paralcd 
from the apostle and gone olTto Mecca along with fifty young men of 
al·Aus rf. among whom was 'Uthmln b. I:hmayf] though $Orne people 
say there were only fifteen of them, was promising Quraysh that if he met 
his people no two men of them would exchange blows with him; and when 
the battle was joined the first one to mc:c:t them was Abu 'Amir with the 

,61blacktroop'and the slaves of theM�,and he cried out,'Omen of 
Aus, I :un Abu' Amir.' They replied, 'Then God destroy your sight, you 
impiousrucal.' {In the pagan period he waa called 'the monk'; the apostle 
calJed him 'the impious'.) When he heard their reply he said,'Evil haa 
befallen my people since I left them.' Then he fought with all his might, 
pelting them with stones. 

Abu Suryan had said to the standardbearers of the B. 'Abdu'l-D;tr, 
inciting them to battle, '0 Banu'Abdu'I-Dar, you had charge of our f1a g 
on the dayof Badr-you saw what happened. Men are dependent on the 
fortunes of their flags, $0 either you must guard our standard efficiently 
oryou must lea\'e it to us andwe will Javeyou the trouble(ofdefendin 8)it.' 
They pondered over the mallet and threatened him, saying, 'Are we to 
surrender our flag to you? You will see tomorrow how we shall aet when 
battle is joined' and that was just WMt Abu Sufyan wanted. When each 
side drew near to the other Hind b. 'Utba rose up with the women that 
were with her and took tambourines which they beat behind the men to 
incite them while Hind was saying: 

Jfyou advance we hug you, 
Spread soft rugs beneath you; 
If you relreat we lene you, 
Lea,"e andno more lo\·eyou(s86).' 

The people went on fighting until the baltle grew hot, and Abu Dujlna 
fought until he had advancc:d rar into the enemy's ranks CS87). 



The Llle oj Muhammad 

Wheneyer he met one of the enemy he killed him. Now among the S6) 
�pns there was a man who dispatched every man of oun; he wounded. 
Theae two men began to draw near one to the other, and I prayed God that 
He would make them meet. They did meet and exchanged blows, and the 
polytheist struck at Abu Dujmna, who warded off the blow with his shield; 
hisaword sank into the shield so that he could not withdraw it, and Ab(l 
Dujina struck him and killed him. Then I laW him as his sword hovered 
over the head of Hind d. 'Utba. Then he turned it aside from her. AI
Zubayr said,'And I aaid,"God and His apostle know bcst." 

, 

Abu Duj�na said, 'I laW a penon inciting the enemy, ahouting violently, 
and I made for him, and when I lifted my sword against him, he shrieked, :�d

a 
I:::�:�� a woman; I respected the apostle" sword too much to use it 

�Iamza fought until he killed Art3 b. 'Abdu Shurabbil b. Hbhim b 
'Abdu ManiC b. 'Abdu'l-Dmr who was one of thoac who wefe carrying the 
ttandard. Then Sibl' b. 'Abdu'l-'Uzzil al-Ghubshilni, who was known as 
Abij Niyilr, passed by him, andijamz.a ... id, 'Come here, you son of a 
female circumciser.' Now his mother was Umm Anm�, frcedw"man of 

SharTq b. 'Arnr b. Wahb al-Thaqafi (588), a female circumciser in MccC1l. 
When they closed ijamza smOle him and killed him. 

Wa\;lshi,the slave of Jubayr b. MUI'im,said,'ByGod,I was lookingat 564 
�bmza while he was killing men with his sword, .paring no one, like. huge 
camel,' when Sibl' came up tohim before me, and l;Iamza said, "Come here, 
you son of a female circumciser," and hellfUek him a blow so swiftly that 
it seemed to miss his head. I poised my jnelin until I .... -ulure that it 
would hit the mark,and launched it at him. Itpiercedthelowerpartofhis 
body and came out belween his legs. He C1Ime on towards me, but 
collapsed and fell. I left him there until he died, when I came and re
covered my javelin. Then I wentoffto the camp, forIhad no business 
with anyone bUI him.' 

'Abdullah b.al.Fao;llb.'Abbis b.Ribi'a b.al-ijlrith fromSulaymiln b. 
Yadr from Ja'far b. 'Amr b. Umayya al-I)amri told me: 'I went oul with 
'Ubaydullah b. 'Adly b. al-Khiy5r brother of the B. Naufal b. 'Abdu 
Manlf in the time of Mu'l ..... iya b. AbO Sufy1n and we made an excunion 
with Ihe army. When we came b.lck ..... e pas.sed by �Ii� where Wa\;lahT had 
taken up his abode. When ..... e arri'·ed there·Ubaydullahaaid tome."Shall 
..... e go and see Wabshland ask him hi>W he killed I:tamza?" "If you like," 
I aaid. So we went to inquire about him in l;Iim�. While we were doing so 
• man said 

10 us, "You will find him in the courtyard of his house. He is. 
man much addicted 10 wine; and if you find him sober, you will find an 
ADb and will get what yOu ..... ant from him in answer to your qUCltions; 
but if you find him in his usual state, then leave him a[one." SO ..... e walked 
ofl"tofind him, and there he was in the courtyard of his house upon a 

I U'.·d" .. ""lnuml'. CU'I'IeI. "rthi. coJou .... · ..... "n ....... llyJo'1lcootha.thclp .. krr 
...... n •• hI..l;hm .. to .. ·cml ov ... h .. oppon.n .. 
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carpet, an old man like a bugMlh (sB9). He was quite sober and normat. 
We saluted him, and he lifted his head to look at 'Ubaydullah, and said , 
"Are you the son of'Adiy b. al-Khiyll.r?" and when he said he was, he said, 
"ByGod, l have notseenyou since l handed youto your Sa'ditemother 

565 who nursed you in Dh.::.. Tuwll..' I handed you to her when she was on her 
camel, and she clasped you round your body with her two hands. You 
kicked'me with your feet when 1 lifted you up to her. By God, assoonas 
you stood in front of me 1 recognized them." We sat down and told him 
chat we had come to hear his acoount of how ht killcd ijarnza. Ht said, 
"I will tell you as 1 told the apostle when he asked me about it. I was a 
slave of Jubayr b. Mufim, whose uncle Tu'ayma b. 'Adiy had been killed 
at Badr, and when QUfa}'1h set out for Ul;tud, Jubayr told me that if I 
killedl;larnza, Muhammad'B unde, in revenge for his uncle, I should be 
free. So I went out with the army, a young Abyssinian, Bkilful like my 
countrymen in the use of the javelin-l hardlyevermiued anything witb 
it. When the fight began I went out to look carefully for l;Iarnza, until I 
BaW him in the midst of the army, like agreat camel, slaying men with his 
sword, none being ableto resist him,and byGod, l was gettingready for 
him, making towards him and hiding myself behind trees or ro<:ks SO lhat 
he might come near me, when suddenly Sibll.' got to him first, and when 
l;Iarru:a saw him,he said, "Comehere, youson ofa female circumciser," 
and struck him a blow so swiftly that itaeemed to miss his head. I poised 
my javelin until I was sure that it would hit the mark and launched it at 
him. lt pierced thelower partofhisbodyandcameout between hislegs, 
and he began to stagger towards me. Then he coll.apsed, and I left him 
with the javelin until he died; then I came back and recovered my javelin , 
and retumed to the camp and stayed there, for I had no further buainess, 
and my only object in killing him was that I might be freed. When I 
returned 10 Mecca I was freed and lived there until the apoatle conquered 
Mecca, when I fled to al-Ti'if, and stayed there for some time. When the 
envoys of TlI.'if went out to the apoatle to surrender, I was in an impasse 
and thought that I would go to Syria orthe Yaman, or any other country, 
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the shaluida." On hearing this I went out of the town to the apoatle at 
Medina, and Ihe first thing to 8urprise him was to see me standing at his 
head, witnessing to the truth of God and His apostle. When he saw me he 
said, "Is it Wal;tshi?" "Yes, 0 apostle of God," I said. He replied, "Sit 

566 down and tell me how you killed l:Iarnza." So I told him as I hal'e told 
you. When I had finished hesaid, "Woeto you, hideyourfacefromme 
and never let me see you again." So I uaedto avoid the apostle wherever 
he was so that he should not aee me, until God took him. 

' A pla«inM= • 
• Or, perh'po, ·Y<>UT f ••• lookod .hinY lo m.'. In wh .. .... pc:ct .hi. pc:non·. f ••• w.,.., no. 
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"When the Muslims went out against Musaylirna, the false prophet, lor d 
of the Yamlma, 1 accompanied them, and I took the javelin with which I 
had killed f;larnza, and when the anniet met I ilIW Musaylimaatanding 
with a aword inhis hand, but 1 did not recognize him. I made ready for 
bimandsodidoneor theAn�ilrfrom theotherside,both ofu.s intending 
to kill him. I poised my javelin until I was sure that it would hit the mark, 
and launched itat him, and it pierced him, and the Anflrl rushed at him 
and smote him with his .word, so your Lord knows bett which of u.s k.iIled 
him, Ifl killed him, Ihtn I hl\'e killed the best man after the apostle and 
I have also killed the WOl1t man.'" 

[When he came to Medina the men, laid '0 ap<ntie, this is Wa]:lshl' to s 

which be rtplied 'Let him alone for that one man ahould ac:cept hlam is 
dearer to me than the killing ofa thoutand unbelievel'l.'J' 

'Abdullah b. aI-Fa41 from Sulaymln b. Yaslr from 'Abdullah b. 'Umar 
b . •  I-Khat\lb who was presenl al Yamlrna laid, J heard someone .houling, 
'The bIack alave has killed him' (S90). 

Mufab b. 'Urnayr fought in tbe defence of the apostle until he was 
killed. The one who killed him wu Ibn Qami'a aI-Laythl, who thought he 
was the apostle, so he retumed to the Ouraysh and aaid, 'I have killed 
Muhammad.' When Mufab was killed the apostIe gave the standard to 
'AII, and 'A!I and the MUllima fought on (S91). 

Sa'd b. Abu Waqq� killed AbU Sa'd b. Abu TaI]:la; ''''im b. Thlbit b. ,67 
AbU'I-AqIa]:l fought and killed Mudfi' b. TaI!)a and his brother al-Julls, 
.hooting both of them with an arrow. Each came to his mother, Suilla, 
and laid his head in her lap. She 5lIIid, 'Who bas hurt you., my son l' 
and he replied, 'I heard a man laying as he ahot me, "I am Ibn Abu'l
Aqla!), take thatl'" She ,wore an oath that if God ever let her get 
the head of '�im .he would drink wine from it. It wu '�im who had :::�:: to witness that he would never touch a polytheist or let one 

'Uthmiln b. Abu Tal!)aaaid that dayashe .. vasearryingthe standardol 
thepolytheisu' 

It is the dutyof standardbcarel'l 
To blood theif apean until they are broken to pieccs. 

l;Iamza killed him 
l:Ian�ala b. Abu 'Amir, the washed one, and Abu Su(y�n met in combat, 

and when l�an�ala got the better of him, Shaddild b. al-Aswad, who was 
Ibn Sha'ub, saw that he had bcaten Abu Sufyan, and so he struck him and 568 
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WI(e was aaked, &he said that he had gone out to battle when he heard the 
cry while in a state of ritual impurity (S91). 
in'\\::::i� inbncke"ia"kenfrom YunUl'''''4y ... h'' Clltd fromSuhal1; (i;.Tl' 
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Thcapostlesaid, 'Forthis reason the angels washed him.' Shaddad said 
about his killing I�an?,ala 

I protecimy friend and mysclf 
Wilh a thrust that picrceslike the rays of the sun 

Abu Sufyan, mentioning his hardihood on that day and thc hclp that I bn 
Sha'ubga,·e him against l:lan�ala, said: 

�
i
�;ha'iib, mentioning the way he helped Abii Sufy�n and defended him, 

Had I not been there and defended you, Ibn l:larb, 
You would have becn lcft speechless for ever at the mountain foot 
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Had I not brought my horse back there, 
Hyaenas or jackals would have de\'ourcd your fltah (S9f). 

Al-I;Urith b. HisMm, anawering Abu Sufyln, said, 

Had you seen what they did at Badr'. pool 
You would have rcturnedwith fcar in your hcart as long as you live; 
(Or)'ou would have beenkilled and l ahouldhave caused 
Wccping women to wccp for you. 
And you would not have felt sorrow for tbelosa ofadcarone). 
I paid them back in kind for Badr 
On a spirited galloping pl'l1ndng horse (s9sl. 

Then God sent down His help to the MU8lims and fulfilled His 
promise. They slew the enemy with the .".ord until they cut them off from 
their camp and therc wuan obvious rout. 

Yai)yi b. 'Abbid b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from 'Ab- ,,0 
dullah b. a1-Zubyr from Zubayraaid: I found mytelflooking at the anklcu 
of Hind d. 'Utba and her companions, tucking up their garments u they 
fled. There wu nothing at all to prevent anyone aci:ting'thcm when the 
archers turned aside to the camp when the enemy had been cut off from it 
(T. making for thc spoil). Thus they opcned our rcar to the cavalry and 
we were attacked from behind. Someone called out 'Ha, Muhammad hu 
been killed.' We turned back and the enemy turned back on us after we 
had killed the standardbcarers so that none of the enemy could comc ncar 
it (s96). 

A traditionist told me that the standard lay on the ground until 'Amra 
the I;Hirithite d. 'Alqama took it up and raiscd it aloft for Qura)'llh so that 
they gathered round it. !t had bttn with�u·:lb, a llave ofB. Abii Tal/;la, 
an Abyssinian. He was the last of them to takc it. He fought until hit 
hands were cut ofF; thcn he knclt upon it and held the flag bctwecn hil 
brcast andthroat until hewaskiliedol'erit, saying thewhile 'O God,have 
I �:�Y
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��nouncc the tlMl. 

You boasted of your Aag, the wont (ground for) boasting 
Is a Aag handed over to �u'1ib. 

��I� �:;s� :�!e
r:b��a:�!�uu:e �:t

�.alkS the carth 
You supposed (and only a fool so thinks, 
For it is anything but the truth) 
That fighting UI the day ",e met 
Was like your sclling red leather sacks in Mecca 
!t gladdened theeyetoscc his handsreddencd, 
Though they were not reddened by dye (597) 
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57' l:Iassan also said about 'Amra and her raising the smndard: 
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Abu Dujana made his body a shield for the apostle. Arrows were falling 
on hia back as he leaned over him, until there were many stuck in it. Sa'd 
b. Abu Waqq� shot his arrows in defence of the apostle. He said, 'I ha\'e 
seen him handing me the arrows as he said "Shoot, may my father and my 
mother be your ransom" until he would e\'en hand me an arrow that had 
no head, uying "Shoot with that".' 

'�im b. 'Umar b. QatJda said that the apostle went on shooting from 
his bow until the bottom of it broke. Qatida b. al-Nu'mln took it and kept 
it. That day his eye .... -as so injured that it lay uposed upon his cheek. 57. 
'A.timtold methat the apostlerestored itto its placewith hishandandit 
became his best and keenest eye afterwards. 

Al-Qilsim b. 'Abdu'I-RaJ.tmiln b. Rlfi', brother of the B. 'Adiy b. al· 
Najjlr, told me that Anas b. al.Na"-r, uncle of Anas b. l\Hlik, came to 
'Umar b. al-Khalllib and TalJ.ta b. 'UbayduUah with men of the Muh<1. 
jiriin and An�lr who were dejected. He said, 'What makes you sit there l' 
They said, 'The apostle has been killed.' He answered, 'Then what will 
you do with life henceforth? Get up and die in the way that the apostle 

�l:n�i�� ����1�� :,:n�:;:r�
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��emy and fought until he was 

l;Iumayd aI-Tawil told me from Anas, 'We found seventy cuts (T and 
thrusts) in Anasb. al-NaQrthatday and no one recognized him except hi s 
sister, who knew him by the tips of his fingenl (601).' 

The finlt man to recognize the apostle after the rout when men were 
uying 'The apostle has been killed' was Ka'b b. 1\-1lilik, according to what 
al-Zuhri told me. Ka'b said, 'I recognized his eyes gleaming from beneath 
his helmet, and I called out at the top of my voice "Take heart, you Mus
limt, this is the apostle of God," but Ihe apostle signed to me to besilen t.' 
When Ihe Muslimt rerognized the apostle they took him up towards the 
glen. He was accompanied by Abii Bakr, 'Umar, 'All, Tali:la, al-Zubayr, 
and al-l;llirith b. 1.1-!?imma and othenl. When the apostle climbed up the 575 
glen Ubayy b. Khalaf o\'ertook him, saying, 'Where is Muhammad? Let 
me not elcape if you escape.' The people said 'Shall one of us go for him?' 
Theapostiesaid, 'Lethim alone,' and when he came ncar he toolr. a lance 
fromal-I:liirith. (I have been told that some people say dt1.t when Ihe 
apostle look it from him he shook himself free from U8 so Ihal we flew off 
(rom him as 51inging flies fly off I camel', back when it shakes itself (60z).) 
Then, IUrning 10 face him, he lhrust him in the neck so Ihat he swayed 
and fell from his horse (603). Now Uba),)" according to what $illi� b. 
Ibrihim b. 'Abdu'l-Rai:lmiin b. 'Auf lold me, when he U8Cd 10 meet the 
apostle in Mecca, would say, 'Muhammad, I have got a horse called 'Aud 
which I feed every day on many m�asures of corn. I shall kill you when 
I am riding it.' The apostle answered, 'Ko, I .hlll kill you, if God ... ills.' 
Now when he returned to Qunysh he had a slight scratch on his neck, 
which did not e\'en bleed. He said, 'By Godl Muhammad has killed me.' 
They answered, 'By God! You have lost hean. You ar� not hurt.' H� 
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answered, 'He uid to me in Mecca that he would kill me, and, by God, if 
he had spat on me he would hne kil led me.' The enemy of God died in 

Sa�� ::f��:�:·�;et�:iBga!�� ���h�ob�1�a:. 
Ubayyahowed the disbelief inherited frorn his father 
The day the apostle mc:t him in bailie. Youame to him arrying a mouldering bone 
And thn"atenedhim, ignorant ofhit office. 
Banu'l-Najjlr killed Umayya from among you 
When he called on 'Aqil for help. ��:�a����:;o�::�s;:i1d��n they obeyed Abu Jahl. 

l:Iarithesc�ped when we were busy taking pri!lOneOl. 
To capture him wu not wonh while (6o.t). t 

l:Iasslnb. Thlbit alsouid: 

Who will give a message from me to Ubayy? You hl\'e been cast imo the nethermost hdl; 
Long havcyou pllOlued error. Sworn vows that you wOllld win. Long have you indiliged in Illch hopes, But unbelief leads to diuppointment. A thrust from an angry warrior found yOll 
One of. noble house, no mi.screant. ����nl��=�� ��;t�atllrcs 

When the apostle reached the mouth of the glen 'Ali came Ollt and filled 
hill shield with water from al_Mihr-ls' and brought it to the apostle, who 
refused to drink it because itllevil smell repcllcd him. However, he llsed 
the water to wash the blood from his face and as he pollred it over hill head he uid: 'The wrath of God it fierce against him who blooded the fJce of 
His prophet.' Sllil:l b. KarAn told me from an informant who got it from Sa'd b. Abu Waqqlll that the latter used to say: 'I was ne\'er more eager to kill anyone 
than I was to kill 'Utba b. AbuWaqql�;hewaJ.as I know, of evil character and hated among his people. It was enough for me (to hate him) that the' apostle should uy, "The wrath of God is fierce against him who blooded 
the face of Hill prophet".' While the apostle was in the glen with J number of his companions .uddenly a troop of Qunysh came up the mountJin (605). The Jpostle &aid, '0 God, it is nOI fitting (hat they should be aboVe u.s,' IO 'Umar 
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and a number of emigranu fought until they drove them down the 
mountain. 

The apostle made for a rock on the mountain to e1imb it. He had become 
heavy by reason of his age, and morCO\'er he had put on two ooaU ofmaiI, 
10 when he tried to get up he could not do so. Tal�a b. 'Ubaydullah 577 
.guaued beneath him and lifted him up until hellettJed comfortablyuponi t. 

YaJ:!yil b. 'Abbild b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from 'Abdul
lahb. al-Zub.yr from al-Zubayr said: 'That day I heard the apostle aaying 
" TalJ;ta eam«l paradise when he did what he did for the apostlc(606) ... • 

The army had fled away from the apostle until llOmc of them went as far 
as al-Munaqql near al-A'w�.' '�im b. 'UmM b. Qatilda from l\1aJ;tmud 
b. Labid tord me that when the apostle wenl oUI to U�ud l:Iusayl b. Jilbir, 
who was al-Yam!in Abu l:Iudhayfa b. ai-Yamin, and Thilbit b. Waqsh 
were &ent up into the Ion. with the women and children. They were both 
old men and one said to the other, 'What are you waiting for, confound 
youP Neither of us will live much longer.' We are cenain to die today or 
tomorrow, lO let us take our .words and join the apostle. Perhaps God will 
grant us manyrdom with him.' So they took their .words and sallied out 
untiJ they mingled v.i.th the army. No one knew anything about them. 
Thibil was killed by the polytheists and l:Iusayl by the swords of the Mus
liffill, who kill ed him without recogniring him. l:Iudhayfa said, 'It is my 
father.' Theysaid, 'By God, wedid not know him,' and they spoke the 
truth. l:ludhayfa said,'MayGod forgive you,for He ism05t compassion
ate.' The apostle wanted to pay his blood-money, but l:Iudhayfa gaveit 
as alms to the Musliffill and that increased his favour with the apostle. 

'A,im also told me that a man called I�iilib b. Vmayya b. R:ifi', who had s:;8 
l IOn called Yazid, was grievously wounded at U�ud and was brought to 
his people'l ICttlement at the point of death. His kirtsmen gatbered round 
and tbe men and women began to say to him, 'Good newl of the garden 
(of paradise), 0 son of l:Iillib.' Now 1:liltib was an old man who had lived 
long in the heathen period and his hypocrisy appeared then, for he aaid, 
'What good news do you give him? Of a garden of rueil By God, you 
ha'·e robbed this man of hi I life by your deception (and brought great 
IOrrow onme.' Tab.). 

'�im told me: 'There was a man among us, a llranger of unknown 
origin called Quzm;in. The apostle used to say when be was mentioned, 

��e ��:g::�e�h:���t
O����'��: �7��::h:���� ��

e ��t :e::� 
warrior. He was disabled by wounds and carried to the quarter of n. 
�afar. The MusJiffill began to say to him, "You have done gallantly, Quz
miln, be of good cheerl" "Whyshould I," he said, "l only fought fortbe 
honour ofmy people;bufforth�t I should not have fought." Andwhen 

• A I>lau ..... Mtdinl ' o..t, .. Ion, ••• <lonkcy'. drink. 
, The deod ... � .. buried ... ith ....., 01 Ihej. r_ .. thio time. 8ft Wtqidl, B.M. MS. A '107)7, rol. 63'" 
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the pain of his wounds hearne unbear2ble he took an arrow from his 
quiver, rr.cutthe \·einl ofhiswrist, and bledro death. When the apostle 
was lold of this he said "I testify Ihal I am truly God's apostle"}." 

Among those killed at U�ud was (T the jew) Mukhayriq who was one 
of the B. Tha'iaba b. al-Fitylin. On that day he addressed thejewsaaying; 
'You know that it is your duty to help Muhammad,' and when they replied 
that it was the Sabbath day, he aaid, 'You will have no Sabbath,' and takin g 
his sword and accoutrements, heaaid that if he was slain his propertyw as 
to go to Muhammad, who could deal with it as he liked. Then he joined 
the apostle and fought with him until he was killed. I have heard that the 
apostle said, 'Mukhayriq is the best of the jews.' 

579 AI-I:llI.rith b. Suwayd b. $lmit was a hypocrite. He went out with the 
l\'luslimstoUl)ud,andwhenthearmiesmetheattackcdal.Mujadhdharb. 
Dhiyid aI-Balawi and Qa,. b. Zayd, one of the B. l)ubay'a, and killed 
them. Then he joined the QU1'1I)'Ih in Mecca. Now the apostle, as they 
say, had ordered 'Umar to kill him if he got the bener of him, but he 
escaped him and was in Mecca. Then he&ent to his brother al-Julh desir. 
ing forgh'eness so that he might return to his people, and God sent down 
concerning him, as I have heard on the authority of Ibn 'Abbh: 'How can 
Godguide a pCQplewho havedisbelievedafter their belief, andafterthat 
they have testified that the apostle is true and proofs have been given 10 
them. God will not guide an evil people" to the end oflhe passage (607). 

Mu'ildh b. 'Afril' hadkillcd Suwayd b. al-$iimit treacheroullyin some �t�,��:'�ttle. He shot him with an arrow and killed him before the day of 

AI.J:lupyn b. 'Abdu'I-RaI)miln b. 'Amr b. Sa'd b. MU'ildh from Abu 
Sufyin client of Ibn Abu A�mad from Abu HU1'1lyra said that he used to 
aay; 'Tell me about a man who entered pa1'1ldise never having p1'1lyed in his 

$80 life,' and when the people did not know, they asked him who it was and he 
aaid, 'U,ayrim of the B. 'Abdu'I.Ashhal, 'Amt b. Thilbit b. Waqsh.' AI· 
lJu,ayn asked MalJmiid b. Aud what were the facts of U,ayrim, and he 
replied that in spite of his pCQplehe had refused to accept lslam, but on the 
day that the apostle marched out to U�ud he atXepted it. He took hil 
8word, plunged into the heart of the battle, and fought until he was 0 vcr· 
come by wounds. While the n. 'Abdu'I·Ashhal were looking for their dead 
in the battle suddenly they came upon him and marvelled thai he ahould 
be there when they had lefl him thowing his dislike for Islam. They asked 

I For the .... rdlinbnocl:rtl l.I. hao .... "'tJ .and kiU� hi..-tfwith i' •• 

M;O�Lo���:�.:�.;,.'��u�:.!.. 3.���'!����;=�� .:!'� 

�i;;��g���§�����;!����������?i� 
::::�:��: ����u"tu.��)tohl.l�:" to indic.te .hat 1.1. know of tho ';,'al not)' lW'� 
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him what had brought him, whcthcr it Wall concern for his people or good. 
will towards Islam. He replied that it was the latter. '1 believed in God 
and His apostle and became a Muslim. Then 1 took my sword and fought 
with the aposdc until I mCI the fate you scc.' Soon afterwards he died in 
their hands. When they mentioned him to the apostle hesaid, 'Veril y, he 
belongs to lhe people of paradise.' 

l>.ly father Is��q from shaykhs of the B. Salama told me that 'Amr b. 
al.Jamii� Wall a man who was very lame. He had four lion·like sons who 
were present at the apostle'a hilttlca. On the day of Utlud they wanted to 
detain him, saying that God had excu.scd him. He came 10 the apostle and 
told him that his 80ns wanted 10 keep him back and prc\'ent his joining the 
army, 'Yet by God, I hope to tread the heavenly garden despite my lame· 
ness.' The apostle aaid, 'God has excused you, and JiMd is not incumbent 
on you;' and to hiS80ns he said, 'You lIced not prevelll himj perhapa God ���Jil;�O����� with martyrdom,' 80 he wellt along with him and was 

According to what $�Iil:t b. Kaydn told me, Hind d. 'UtN and the 581 

::� t���� �:� .:��:s: ��u�il
t
t

i:�h�:,:��e��d�:! C:�ie:i�:::. ��a% 
and ga\"e her ankJetl and collars and pendanlS to Wal)shi, the sla\"e of 
Jubayr b. Mut'im. She cut out IJarnza's liver and chcwed it, but ahe was 
not able to swallow it and threw it away.' Then she mounted a high rock 
and shrieked at the top of her \"oice: 

We ha\'e paid you back for Badr 

f�u�d
\\�;t

t�::����:s: :;a,
rJ�

b
�wa) .. violent. 

Nor my brotiler and his uncJe and my firBt·horn 
I ha\"e .laked my "cngeance and fulfilled my\·ow. 
You, 0 Wal;tshi, ha"e assuaged the burning in my breast. 
I shall thank Wal)shi u long as I li\"e 
Until my hon<'5rot in the grave. 

Hindd. UtMtha b. 'Abbad b. al.l\Iul!alib answercd hcr: 

You were disgraccd at Uadrand aftcrlladr, 
o daughtcr ofa despicable man, great only in disbclicf. 
God broughton you in the early dawn 
Tall and white·skinned men from Hashim, 
E\"eryone slashing with hil sharp sword: 
1:lamza my lion and 'Ali my falcon 
WhcnShaybaand your fathcr planncdto :llt�ck me 
They rcddened their breaatlwith blood. 
Youre"il vow was the worst of \"ows (608). 
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I slaked my vengeance on 1:lamzaat U�ud. 

���
li

:!
i
: �Z :eS:�h:� �!�'��it 

Ofbuming IOm)W and ex<:«ding p<lin 
War will hit you exceeding hard 
Coming upon you as liorlll advance. 

5h Sllii:l b. KaiBin told me that he w" told that 'Urnar said to i:lassm, '0 
Ibn al.-Furay'a (609}, l wishyou had heard what Hind said andseen her 
arrogance as she stood upon a rock unering her taunts agairlllt us, remind
ing us of what she had done tol:la.mza.' 1�ass1n replied, 'I was looking at 
the lance as it fell, while I was on the top of Hri"-meaning his fon-'and 
I realized that it was not one of the weapons of the Arabs. It seemed to me 
as though it was directed atJ:larnza, but 1 was not sure. But recitemelOme 
of.her \'eTle: I will rid you of her.' So 'Umar quoted some of what she 
said and J:lassln said: 

The vile woman was insolent: her habits were vile; 
Seting that disbeliefacrompanied her insolence (610). 

Al-J:lulays b. ZabMn, brother of the B. al·J:llrith b. 'Abdu l\1anat, who 
wall then chiefofthe black troops, passed byAbu Sufyan as he was striking 
the side of J:larnza's mouth with the point of his spcarsaying, 'Tute that, 
you rebd.' l:Iulays uclaimed, '0 B. KinJna, is this the chief of Ouraysh 
acting thus with his dead rousin as you see?' He said, 'Confound you. 
Keep thernatterquiel, foritwas a slip.' 

When Abu Sufyln wanted to leave he went to the top of the mountain 
and shouted loudly saying, 'You have done a fine work; victory in wirgoes 
bytums. Today in exchange for the day (T. of Badr). ShowyouTiuperior
ity, Hubal,' i.e. \;ndiateyour religion. The apo.t1e told 'Um.lr to get u p  
and answer him and say, 'God i. most high and mostgloriou • .  We are not 
equal. Our dead are in paradise; your dead in hell.' At this arlllwerAbu 

583 Sufyan said to 'Urnar, 'Come here to me.' The apostle told him to go and 
see what he was up to. When he came Abu Sufyln said, 'I adjure thee by 
God, 'Urnar, have we killed Muhammad?' 'By God, you ha\'e nOt, he is 
listening to what you areuying now,' he replied. Hesaid,'l regard youas 
more truthful and reliable than Ibn Qami'a,' referring to Ihe lauer's c1aim 
that he had killed Muhammad (611). 

Then Abu Sufyan called out, 'There are lOme mutilated bodic8 among 
your dead. By God, it gi\'es meno utisfaction, and no angcr. I neither 
prohibited nor ordered mutilation.' When Abu Sulyan and his rom
panionl went away he called out, 'Your meeling.place is Badrnext year: 

��::;:s���,told one of his companions 10 say, 'Yes, it is an appointment 

Then the apostle sent ' Air to follow the anny and see what they were 
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forbade mutilation. l:Iumayd aI-Tawil from al-l:Jasan from Samura b. 
Jundub told me: 'Thc apostle never stopped in a place and left it witho ut 
enjoining on us almsgiving and forbidding mutilation' 

One whom I do not suspect from �Iiqsam, a dient of 'Abdullah b. al
l:Iirilh from Ibn 'Abbb, told me that the apostle ordered thatl:lamza 
ahould be wrapped in a mantle; then he pnlyed o\-er him and said 'Allah 
Akbar' seven times. Then the dead were brought and placed beside 
l:Iamza and he prayed over them all until he had prayed seventy-two 
prayers, 

According to what I have been told $afiya d. 'Abdu'I-:'>lullalib came 
forward to look at him. lie wu her fuJI-brother and the apostleaaid to her 
son, al-Zubayr b. al-'Awwilm, 'Go to meet her and take her back so that 
she does not see what has happened to her brother.' He said to her, 
'Mother, the apostle orderl )'ou to go back.' She said, 'Whyl l ha\'e hcard 
that my brother hasbcen mutilated and that for God's sake [T. is a small 
thing]. He has fully rcconciled us to what has happened. I will be calm 
and patient if God will.' When Zubayr returned to the prophet and 
reponed this to him he told him to lta\'e her alone; so she came and looked 
at l:Iarnza and prayed over himandsaid, 'Webelongto Godand to God do 
we rerurn,' and she asked God's forgi,'entN for him. Then the apostJe 
ordered that he should bcburied. Thcfamily of'Abdullah b.Ja�sh, who 
was the son of Umayma d. 'Abdu'I-Munalib, 1:lamza being his maternal 
uncle, and he ha\-ing bcen mutilated in the same way as !:Iam:u cxccpt that 
his Ih'er had not bttntaken out, asscned that the apostle buried him in 
th�:::o�v�I:!:�:�:: ����; t�:�;d

d���t
t�t�7;i�� :::�:e!��� 

586 there. The apostle forbade this and told them to bury them where they 
Jay. Muhammad b. Muslim al-Zubri from 'Abdullah b. Tha'laba b. $u'ayr 
al-'UdhrT, an ally of the U. Zuhra, told me that the apostle said when he 

::!:�.��:c:n
f:� ��� a:a���:t: ci����fi ;:;:�:::!�'= �:�=�o� 

day with his wounds bleeding, the colour that of blood, the smcil like 
musk; look fo' \he one who has collected' most of thc Quran and put him 
in front of his companiona in thegra\·e.' Theywereburyingtwoand thrcc 
m onc grave. 

My uncle Miisi b. Yulr told me that he heard Abu HuraYI1l say: Abu'l
Qisim' said, 'There i, DOnc wounded for God'. sakc but God will raise 
him on thc resurrection day with his wound. blceding, the colour that 0 f 
blood, thc lmelllikc musk.' 

My father h�il.q b. Ywr told me on thc authority of shaykhs of thc D. 
Salama thatwhenthe apoetle orderedthedeadtobc buried hesaid,'Look 
out for 'Amr b. aI-Jamu'!) and 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. J:larilm; they werc 
close fricnd. in this world, so put thcm in onc gravc.' (T- Whcn Mu'iwiya 
dug thc canal and they werc exhumed thcy wcre u frcc from rigor moni' 

' l.e.lumed. ' i.e. Muhammad 
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PASSAGES IN TilE QURAN WHICH DEAL WITH Uf.lUD 

Abu Muhammad 'Abdu'l-Malik b. Hisham told us from Ziyild b. 'Abdul
lah al-Bakkiii from l\.'luhammad b. lsJ:!ilq al-MU\lalibi: There are sixty 
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in my mercy, for if l wish r shall do w; or r shall punish them for their 
tin. for that is my prerogative; 'for they are evil·doers,' i.e. they have 
dCSCc:"ed that fo� thci� disobedience to Me. '�nd God is forgh'ing, merd· ��I;��. He forgl\'es sm.. and has mercy on HIS ,Ines according to' what is 

Then He said : '0 ye who believe, Take oot' usury, doubling and quad. 595 
rupling,' i.e. Do not de,'our in blam, to which God has now guided you, 
what you used to devour when you followed another religion ; such il not 
permitted to}'ou in your religion. ·AndfearGod, haply youmaybe pros· 
ptrous" i.e. So obey God, perhaps you may tsC2pe from His punishment 
of which He has warned you, and attain His reward which He has made 
you desire. 'And fear the fire which is prepared for the disbelie\'ers,' i.e. 
which has t>ecn made a dwelling for those who disbelieve in Me. 

Then He aaid : 'And obey God and the apostle, haply you wiJI attain 
mercy' rcproaching those who dilObeyed the apostle in the ordera he gave 
them that day and at other times. Then He said: 'And vie with one 
another for forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide as the 
htl\'ens and the earth prepared for those who fear (God),' i.e. a dwelling 
for those who obey Me and obey My apostle. 'Those who spend (their 
money) in ease and adversity and who control their wrath and are forgiv ing 
to men, for God loves those who do wcll,' i.e. that is well doing and r love 
thate who act thus. 'And those who when they act unseemly or wrong 
themselves, remember God and ask forgiveness for their sins-and who 
forgives sins but God?-and have not persisted in their actions knowingly,' 
i.e. if they have acted unseemly or wronged themsclves by dilObedience, 
they remember God's prohibition and what He hu declared evil, and ask 
forgiveness, knowing that none can forgive sins but He. 'And have not 
persisted in their actions knowingly,' i.e. have not continued todi IObey Me 
like those who associate others with Me in the extravagance of their dis
belief while they know that I have prohibited the worship of any but 
Myself. 'The reward of such is forgiveness from their Lord and gardens 
beneath which ron rivers, in which they will abide for e,'cr-a fine reward 
for workers,' i.e. the reward of the obedient. 

Then He mentioned the catastrophe which befell them and the mi,
fortune which came upon them Ind the trial (of the faith) that wu in them 
and His choice of martyrs from among them. and He said comfoning them 
and telling them of what they had done and what Hc was about to do with 
them: 'E:camples ha\'e been made before your time, iIOgo through the land 
and sce the nature of the punishment of those who called (apostles) Ii ars,' 
i.e. vcngeance came from me upon those who gave the lie to My apostles 
and associatcd others with l\le(such as) 'Ad and Thamud and the people 
of Lot and the mcn of Midian and they saw what T did to them and to those 596 
in like case with them, for I was forbearing to them purely for the reason 
th;u they �hould not think that My vengeance was cut off from your enemy 

' O,,';nlp;teof' • ... II5.!; •• ·de"""'ft(It·. 
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and mine in Ihe lime in which I let Ibem get the beuu ofyoll 10 test you 
thcn:byto show you yOllr true sekes. 

Then He said: 'This is a plain statement to men and guidance and 
admonition 10 those that fear God,' i.e. this is an explanation to men if they 
reccive guidance; 'and guidance andadmonition,' i.e. a light andditci pline 
'to those who fear,' i.e. to those who obey l\le and know l\Iy command� 
ment; 'and do flot wax faint or be $ad,' I.e. do not beoome weak and despair 
at what bas befallen you'you being the luperiors,' i.e. you will ha\'e the 
victory 'if you believe,' i.e. if you had believed in wbat .My prophet 
brougbt from Me. 'If you haH� re<:ei\'ed a shock the (MeCCln) army 
received a Ihoclt likewise,' i.e. wounds like yours. 'Thcse are daYI which 
W� alternate among men,' i.e. we change them among men for trial and 
search; 'and that God may know those who bel!e\'e and may choose 
martyrs from among you, and God loves not wrongdoers,' i.e. to distinguish 
between believen and hypocrites and to honour some of the faithful with 
martyrdom. 'And God loves not wrongdoen,' Le. the hypocrites who pro� 
fess obedience v.:ith their tongues while their hearts arc. firm in diB� 
obedience; 'and that God may try thotewho believe,' i.e. put to the test 
those who believe, so that He may purify them by the misfortune which 
came upon them, and the.ir constancy and certaimy; 'and confound the 
disbelieven,' i.e. bring to naught what the hypocrites say with thcir IOngues 
that is not in thcir hearts until He brings to light their disbclief which they 
are concealing. 

Then He said: 'Or do you think that you will enter the garden when 
God does not yet know those of you who are energcticand sleadfast?' i.e. 
Do you Ihink that you will enter tbegarden and receh'e the honour of My 
reward when I have not tested you with hardship and tried you with mis
fortune so that I may know your loyalty by faith in l\'1e and stcadfast nes.'1 
in what has befallen you through Mer 'And you used towi.h' for martyr� 
dom when you were in the way of truth before you mct your enemy. I-Ie 

597 means thosc who urged the apolltle to take them out against thcir enemy 
beeause they had not b«n present at the battle of Badr before that and 
longing for the martyrdom which they h�d I!Scaped there. He uid: 'And 
you used to wish for death before you met il.' He uy!: 'Now you have 
seen it with your eyes!' I.e. death by Iwords in the hand! of men with 
nothing between you and them white you looked on. Then I-Ie kept them 
baek from you. 'And Muhammad is oothing but an apolltle; apostles ha\'c 
passed away before him. Will it bcthat ifhcdiesor iskillcd you will turn 
back on your heels? He who so turns back will not harm God at all, and 
God will reward the thankful' in reference to the men saying '1\Juhammad 
has been killed' and thcir flight Ihe�at and breaking away from their 
enemy. 'Will itbeifhediesoriskilled' youwillgo backfrom)'ourrcligion 
disbclie\'ers as)'ou once were and abandon the fight with your enemy, a nd 
God'sbook, andwhatl-lis prophet willh�"e leftbehind ofhis religionwith 
you and in your possclISion when he has explained to you what he brought 
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lboot God thoughts of heathen days, uying, Ha\'e "e my thing to do with 
the matter?' Say, the whole matter belongs to God. They hide in them
.d'·elwhat they do not rel'eal to thee. Theysay, Ifwehad had anything 
10 do with the matter we shoold not bave been killed here. Say: Had )'ou 
beeni n yoor houscs, those whose: slaying has bcen written wou!d bave gQnc 
forth totbe placeswheTe they were 10 lie. (Thi. has happened) that God 601 
might teltwhat i. in yoor breasts and pro\'e what is in yoor hearts, for God 
knowaaboOl what is in the breasts: God sent down aleep insecurity opon 
the people who were oonfident in Him and they alept unafraid; \\hile th e 
hypocrites whosc thoughts troubled them, thinking wrongly about God 
thoughtsof heathen da)'s, were afraid of death be<:ausc they had no hop<.: 
in the final result. Cod mentioned their reeriminations andsorrowat .. hat 
bcfell them. Then He said 10 I-lis prophct, 'Say "lIad you bccn in YOUT 
housca,"'youwouldnothallebecnin thisplaceinwhichGodhasmadeplain 
yoursccret thoughts 'those whose slaying has been written would lull'e 
gQlle forth to the places where they wefe to lie' to some other place where 
they would hne been slain 80 thaI He might telt what was in their brCllSts 
'and prol'e what was in their hearts, for God knows what is in the breasts,' �;:;.���� in their breasts which they try to conceal from you is not hidden 

Then He said: '0 you who believe, be not like those: who disbelieved 
and aaid of their brethren whojourncyed through the land or wcre raidi nK 
"Had they been with us, they would not ha\'edied or been killed that God 
may make that sorrow in their hearts. God gillcs life and causcsdeath and 
God is a seer of what you do,''' i.e. be not like the hypocriu';!i who forbid 
their brelhrcn to war for God's sake and to trallel through the land in 
obedience to God and His apostle and say when they die or ate killed, 
·Hadthey obeyed us,the),wouldnothavediedor beenkilled.' 'That God 
maymakcthat sorrow intheir hcart'becausc: ofthcirlackof certaintyin 
their Lord. 'Cod gives Ji(e and causes death,' i.e. their earthly stay is 
shortened or prolonged by His power as He wishea. Then God said: 'If 
you are slain for God's aake or die, pardon from God and mercy are bettcr 
than what you amass,' i.e. there is no escape from death, so dcath for God', 
we or dcath in oottle is better e\"en iflhey had known and been ccrtain 
of what they would amass from the world for which they hold back from 
fighting in fear of dealh and battle hecausc of what they have amUSl.-tl 
from thesplendour o{this world, not desiring the hereafter. 'lfyou die or 
areslain,'whiehcvcritmaybe, 'surcly toCod willyoube gathcrcd,'i.c.to 
God you must return. Let not the world dcceive you and be not deceillcd 
by il. Let fighting and the reward which God holds out to you have more 
weight with you Ihanthat. 

Then he said: 'It was by the mercyofGod that thou wast lenient 10 them. 
Hadstthou been stern and rough,they would hll'e dispersed md been no 60a 
longer round Ihee,' i.e. they would have left you. 'So forgi"e them,' i.e. 
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overlook their offence, 'and ask pardon for them and consult them about 
Ihe malter. When thou an resolved put thy trust in God, for God loves 
those who tmst.' He reminded His prophet of his leniency to them, and 
his patience with them in theirweakneuand their lack of patience h ad he 
treated thcm hanhlyfor all their opposition when there wu laid upon 
them the duty of obeying their prophet. Then Heaaid: 'So forgive them,' 
i.e. o\'erlook their offence 'and ask pardon' for their sins: the people of faith 
who did wrong. 'And consult them about the matter' to show them that 
you listen tothcm and uk their heJp, C\'cn if you art indtpcndtntorthtm, 
thereby making their religion agreeable to tbem. 'And wben thou an 
resolved' on a mailer which hu come from Me and a matter of religion 
concerning fighting your enemy when only that will bring you and them 
advantage, lhen do as you have been ordered despite the opposition of 
those who oppose you and in agreement with those who agree with you. 
'And trust in God,' i.e. please Him ruther than men. 'God lo,'es them that 
trust. If God helps you none can oyercome you; if He fonakes you, who 
thereafter can help you l' i.e. so that you do not leave My command for 

:i�"ea;;����ke men's ordeT'll for Mine. On God, not on men, let 

Then He Jaid: 'Itis notforany prophet lo deceiye. Wh050 deceivcs 
will bring his deceit with himon the day of resurrection. Then every lOul 
will be paid in full what it has earned and Ihey will not be wronged.' It is 
not for a prophet to conceal from men what he has been ordered to reveal 
either out of fear or dtsire to please them. Wh05Odoes that will bring it 
with him on the day of resurrection; �hen he will be repaid what he has 
eamed not wronged nor defrauded. 'Is one who follows the pleuure of 
God' whether men like it or not 'like one who has incurred God', dis
pleasure?' by pleasing or displeasing men. He JaYS, Is one who obeys Me 
whose reward is the garden and the goodwill of God like one who has 
incurred GOO's anger and deserves His anger, whose home is hell and a 
miserable end? Are the two examples the same? So know 'There arc 
dcgrees with God and God is a seer of what they do' of all thc degrees of 

60) what they do in paradise and hell, i.e. God lr.nows those who obey and 
t�e:�I�i:��' ,I�: showed favour to the believeT'll whcn He Stnt 
among thtm an apostle from ::tmong thcmselvCl who recited to them Hill 
\'ef1ll:s and purified thcll' und taught thcmthe book and wisdom, though 
before they were in ob JUS error.' God favoured you, O pcople of thc 
faith, when He sent among you ::tn apostle of your own, reciting to you His 
verses conceming what you did,and teaching you good ande\'il that you 
might knowthe goodand doit;and thce\'iland guardyourselvcs against 
it,and telling youofl-lis pleasuR:with)"ou when you obeyed Him:lhat)·o u 
might gain much from obeying Him and avoid the wrath proceeding from 
diwbtdience thatthcrehyyoumight tlcapt I-lis,'�ngean� and obtain t�e 
reward of His garden. 'Though bcfore you wcre III obvIous error,' i.e. 10 
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the blindness of papnilm not knowing what was good nor asking pardon 
forevil-deaf togood, dumbtothe right, blindto guidance. 

Then He mentioned the catastrophe that befet! them: 'And .... 'U it so 
when a catastrophe befell you though you had smillen (them) with a disu
ter twice as great you .aid: How is this? Say: It i. from yourselves. God 
is able to do all things.' Though a catastrophe befet! you in the death of 
your brethren because of your sins, before thst you had smitten your 
enemy with double that on the day ofBadr in slaying and taking prisonen ; 
and you ha\·eforgouenyour di50bedienceand your opposition to what your 
prophetoommandedyou. You have brought that on yourseh·es. 'God il 
able to do al1 things.' God is able to do what He wills with His servants in 
takingven�ance or pardoning. 'And what befell you on the day the two 
annies met was by God', permission and that He might know the beJieven.' 
What befell you when you and your enemy met was by My pennission. 
'fhI,t happened when you acted as you did after i\Iy he1p had come to you 
and I had fulfilled my promise to you to distinguish betWttn believen and 
hypocritet and to know thote "·00 were hypocritet among you, i.e. to make 
pbin what was in them. 'And it was .aid to them, Come, fight for God'. 
sake or defend,' meaning 'Abdut!ah b. Ubayy and his companions who 
went back from the apostle when he went against his polytheistic enemiet 
at U1;lUd and their words: 'If we knew that you were going to fight we 604 
would go with you and would defend you; but we do not think that there 
will be a fight: So he showed what they were hiding within them. 

God P.id: 'They were nearer to disbelief than to faith thatday uying 
with their mouths what "''U not in their hearts: i.e. showing you faith 
which was not in their hearU 'but God knows best about what they oon
ce1Il,' i.e. what they hide, 'who uid of their brethren' who belon�d to 
their families and people who were killed in your company, 'Had they 
obeyed us they would not have bcen killed. Say: Then avert death fmm 
yourselves if you aretruthful,' i.e. there is no escape from death, but i fyou 
are able 10 kttp death away from you then do so. This was because they 
were hypocritical andleft fighting for God'ssake,ea�rto survi ... e in this 
world and fleeing from death. 

d��e�a!:�:�:n�o 
d��oi��;:\��t 7h:: ��o��!�e�l:s;;,rt��?: s:: 

Ire dead,nay they are aii\'ewith their Lord being nouri!hed,glad with the 
bounty that God has brought them and rejoicing in those who have not 
yet joined them that they have nothing to fear or grie\"e o\"er,' i.e. Do not 
think that those who were killed for God's sake are dead, i.e . .1 ha\"ebrought 
them to life again and they are with Me being nourished in the rett and 
bounty of the Garden, rejoicing in the bounty that God has brought them 
for their Itriving on His .crounl, and happy about those who have not 
yet joined them, i.e. giad when those of their brethren join them on 
account of their effon in war that they will share with them in the reward 
that God has given them, God having removed from them fear and sorrow, 
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God uys: 'Rejoicing in the famur and bounty of God and that God does 
not waste the wages of the bclie\'ers' because they hal'e &e<'n the fulfilment 
of the promise and thegrcat reward, 

lsm3'it b. Uma)')'a told me ITom Abli'I-Zubayr from Ibn 'Abbils: The 
apostle aaid when your brethren were sl.ain at UI.l.Ud, 'God has put their 
spirits in the CropB ofgret:n birds which come down to Ihe riven of the 
Garden; they eat of its fruits and corne home to whcrc there aregolde n 

60s candlesticks in the shadow of the throne; and when they upcrience the 
goodly drink and food lmd thcir beautiful resting-place they aay: Would 
that our brethren kncw what God has done with us that they might not 
dislike fighting and shrink from war!' And God sa� 'I will tell them of 
you' 10 Hcsent down to His apostlc Ihese vcrscs 'And donol think,' &c. 

AI-I�Arith h. al-FuQayl tOld mc from Ma�mlid b. Labid al-An�ri from 
Ibn 'Abbas: Thc martyrs are al m.riq, it river at the gatc of Ihe Garden, in 
a green lent, their provision from the Cudcn coming out to them morning 
and el·ening. 

One whom I do not suspect tOld me from 'Abdullah h. Mas'lid that hc 
was asked about Ihese vel"SCll 'Do nOI think', &c" and he said, We asked 
about them and we were tOld that \, hen your brethren were slain at t:.I).ud 

�:':�; t�e
c�:;J��S

a�� �ha� ���: f���:�:d 
b:::e ���� ::'�:r:\\��e�: :�: 

golden candlesticu in the Ihade ofthe throne and God takes one look at 
them and sa)ll;'O l\'Iy ltn'ants, What do you wish that 1 should give you 
more?' And they aay, '0 our Lord, there is nothing bcyond the Garden 
which Thou hast gh'en us from which we cat when we please: Aftcr the 
qucstion has becn put Ihrce times they aay the same, adding, 'exccpt that 
we should like our spirits to return to our bodies and then return to the 
earth and light for Thee until we are ki!led again: 

One of our companiolll loid me from 'Abdullah b, l\luhammad b. 'Aqil 
from JlI.bir b. ',<\bdul1ah: The apoa!le said 10 me, 'I will gil-e you good 

�e�� !:�i�k�d�i�� :�:;�: �:�[� t��r :l
a
i�e;O\\:: �� h��e:n� �e

��a�� :h:
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like to return 10 the world and light for I-lim and be killed 

606 'Amr h. 'Ubayd told me from al-I:lasan that the apostle swore that there 
was no belie\'cr who had parted from the world and wanted to return to it 
for a single hour cn:n if he could possess it with al1 it has except the �;:t

.
yr who would like to return and fight for God and be killed a second 

Then God said, 'Those who responded to God and His apostle .. fIn 
hann had befallen thern,' i.e, wounds. They are the bclien'r:!I \\ho wcnt 
with the apostle on the morrow of l'�ud 10 1:larnra'u'I-Asad in spite of the 
painoftheirwounds,'forthose ofthemwhodowellandarepiouslhcrcis 
a great reward; those to whom men said: The men (of Mecca) 11al'c 
gathcred agailllt you so fear them, and Ihat but increa.sed their faith and 
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, Oneoflhe fort.in M.dina 
D d  
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Za'urA' b. Jushamb. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal ; and 'Ubayd b. aI-Tayyihin (626}j 
andl;labibb. Yll2id b. Taym. 3. 

Of B. �afar: Yll2id b. l;litib b. Umayya b. RAfi'. I. 
Of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf of the subdivision B. Dubay'a b. Zayd: Abu Sufyan 

b. aI-l;Iirith b. Qays b. Zaydj l:!anialab. Abu 'Amirb. $ayfl b. Nu'min 
b. Milik b. AmI, the man washed by the angels whom Shaddid h. al-

608 Aswad b. Sha'ubal-Laythi killed(627)· 2. 
OfB. 'Ubayd b. Zayd: Unays b. Qatlda. I. 
or B. Tha'iaba b. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Abul:layya, brother to Sa'd b. Khay

�::;��th�O:!:e�.28r and 'Abdullah b. Jubayr b. al-Nu'min who 

Of B. al-Salm b. Imru'ul-Qaya b. Milik b. al-Aus: Khaythama Abu 
Sa'd b. Khaythama. I. 

OfthciralliC$from B. al-'Ajlin: 'Abdullah b. SaIama. I. 
Of B. Mu'iwiya b. Milik: Subay' b. I;Iltib b. aI-l;Ilrith b. Qaya h. 

Haysha (629). I. 
Of B. al-Najjir, of the clan of B. Saw-id b. Milik b. Ghanm: 'Amr b. 

Qays and his lIOn Qays (630); and Thlbit h. 'Amr b. Zayd; and 'Amir h. 
Makhlad. i. 

Of B. Mabdhul: Abu Hubayra b. aI-l;Iirith b. 'A1qama h. 'Amr h. 
Thaqf b. Milik b. MabdhUl.; and 'Amr b. Mutarrif b. 'Alqama b. 'Amr. 2. 

Of B. 'Amr b. Mililr.: Aus. b. Thibit b. al-Mundhir (631). I. 
Of B. 'Adiy b. al-Najjir: Ana!! b. al-Na4r b. l)am4am b. Zayd b. Har�m 

b. Jundub b. 'Amir b. Ghanm b. 'Adiy b. al-Najjir (632). I. 

th
��

.
B�

.
Mu.in b. al-Najjir: Qays b. Mukhallad and Kaydn a slave of 

,
�

.
B

�.
Din3r b. al-Najjir: Sulaym b. al-l;Iirith; and Nu'min b. 'Abdu 

Of B. al-l;Iirith b. al-Khuraj: Khirija b. Zayd b. Abu Zuhayr; and 
Sa'd b. aI-Rab!' b. 'Amr b. AbU Zuhayr who were buried in one grave; and 
Aus b. al-Arqam b. Zayd b. Qays b. NU'mAn b. Milik b. Tha'laba h. 
}{a'b· 3· 

609 Of B. al-Abjar. the B. Khudra: Milik b. Sinan b. 'Ubayd b. Tha'iaba h. 
'Ubayd b. al-Abjar the father of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri (633); and Sa'id b. 
Suwayd b. Qays b. 'Amir b. 'Abbid b. al-Abju; and 'Ulba b. Rab!' b. 
IUfi' b. Mu'awiya b. 'Ubayd b. Tha'laba b. 'Ubayd. 3. 

Of B. Sll'ida b. Ka'b b. aI-Khazraj: Tha'iaba b. Sa'd b. Mllik b. Khilid 
����I

.
a��

B
�d�i:tha b. 'Amr b. aI-Khazraj b. Si'ida; and T�aqf b. 

OfB. Tarif,thefamilyofSa'db. 'UMda: 'Abdullahb. 'Amr b. Wahbb. 
Tha'iaba b. Waqsh b. Tha'laba b. Tarlf; and Oamra, an ally from B. 
Juhayna. 2. 

Of B. 'Auf b. al.Khazraj of the clan of B. Sllim of the subdivision of B. 
Milik b. al-'Ajlin b. Zayd b. Ghanm b. Silim: Naufal b. 'Abdullah; 
'Abbis b. 'Ubida b. Na41a b. Mili.lr. b. al-'Ajlin; NU'mAn b. Mi lik h. 
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'fha'iaba b. Fihr b. Ghanm b. Salim ;al.Mujadhdhar b. Dhiyiid, an ally from 
Dally; and 'Ublida b. al.l:lasJ:!iiII, the last three being buried in one grave . 5. 

OfB. al-l:lubla: RiB'a b. 'Amr. I. 
OfB. Salima of the dan of B. I�arlim: 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b.l:larlm b. 

Tha'iaba b. l:larlim; 'Amr h. al-JamuJ:! b. Zayd b. I:larlim who were buri ed 
together; Khalilid b. 'Amr b. al·Jamu]:!, &c.; and Abu Ayman a dient of 
'Amr b. aI-JamuJ:!. 4 

Of B. Sawlid b. Ghanm: Sulaym b. 'Amr b. I�adlda and his dient 
'Antara; andSahlb. Oays b. Abli Ka'bb. al-Oayn. 3. 

Of B. Zurayq b. 'Amir: Dhakwiin b. 'Abdu Oa)"; and 'Ubayd b. al
Mu'allli b. Laudhin(634J. a. 

The lotal number of Muslims k.illed including both Emigrants and 
AntJr was 65 men (635). 

Of the Quraysh from B. 'Abdu'l-Dlr b. Qu�yy who carried the standard: 
Talha b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu'I·'Uz1.1 b. 'Uthman b. 'Abdu'l-Dlir whom 
'All killed ; and AbU Sa'id b. AbU Tal!)a whom Sa'd b. Abu Waqq� killed 
(636); and 'Uthmlin b. Abu Tal!)a whom l:Iarnza killed; and Mudfi' and 
aI.Julb sons of Tal]:!a whom '.�,im b. Th5bit b. Abu'l-Aqla]:! killed ; and 
Kil3b and al-J:lilrith sons of Tal!)a killed by Quzmlin an ally of B. Zafar (637)jand Al'\li b. 'Abdu Shura]:!bil b. Hiillhim b. 'Abdu Manifb. Abdu'l-
Dlr whom I:lamz.a killed; and Abu Zayd h. 'Umayr b. Hbhim, &c., whom 
Quzman killed; and $u'lib an Abyssinian slave of hia also killed by Quunln 

��fi!1: ��, 
al-Qiillif b. Shuray]:! b. IUshim b. 'Abdu Manlifwhom QU:mllin 6n 

b, ��:i�db�:sa��:t���]�ki�:.r;� 'Abdullah b. l:lumayd b, Zuhayr 

or B. Zuhra b. Killib: Abu'I-J:lakam b, aI·Akhnas b. Shariq b. 'Arnr b. 
Wahb al-Thaqafl, an aUy of thein whom 'Ali killed ; and Sibli' h. 'Abdu']· 
'Uzt!-the latter's name was 'Amr b. Na41a b. Ghubshln b. Salim b. 
Malaklin b. AftJ-an ally from Khud'a whom l;Iamz.a killed, a, 

Of B. Makhaum b. Yaqa�: Hishim b. Abii Umayya b. al-Mughira 
whom Quzmlin killed; and al_Walld b, aI-'� b. Hiahlm b. al.Mughlra 
whom Quzmlin killed; and Abu Umayya b. AbU J:ludhayfa b. aI-MughTra 

���:t1gftI��::f.�:&5��fJi:g�;1;;�§:!: 
M�;a��'i::� �f :�:';;�'���i1�� �/��i;�:d(6���b:. b. Milik h. aI· 

Thus God ki1led onthedayorU�ud2a po]ythei.UI. 
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The following wrote <:fll('s on thesubjeet· 

Hubayra b. Abu Wahb b. 'Amr b. '.�'idh b. 'Abd b. 'Imra.n b. Makhtum 
(640): 

Why does this painful anxiety afflict meat night? 
l\1ylo\'e forHind bcset by car�.' 

�'�i�e 
k:�s

h�a�!��:�� ��7��i��r�e 

Gendynow, blame me not; 'tis my habit 
As you know I hl\'c nc\'cr concealcd it. 
I he1pthc B. Ka'b as they demand 
Struggling with thc burdcns thcy impose. 
l boremya� bestridc a noblchorsc 
Long of pace, smooth in gait, keeping up with thc cavalry's gallop, 
Running likca wild w in thc desen which 
Pursued by huntcrs keepBclosetothe fcmal�! 
Sired by A'waj, which rejoices men', heans 
Lil.:e a branch on a thick lofty palm. 

l��t
a
h;:::��

i�h
a:���ht����:�:,::::. 

��:e�:� ;n
\\�!-���rC:;��:

m�8
a���ke a wa\'y pool 

We brought Kinina from the confines of yonder Yemen 
AcrOS!l the land driving them hard. 
When Kin�na asked where we wcre taking them 
We told them Medina;' so they made for it and ils people. 

��:.:�
e
d
re

\\�:� ���e�:�� ��a���y
"�n 

"���d�:�r:� their aid. 
They feared our strokes and thrusu well aimed and cutting 
Which they beheld when their outposts had drawn together. 
Then we came like a cloud of hail, 
The B. al-Najjir', bird of death bemoaned thcm. 
TheirskuIl8 inthe battle were like 06trich � 
Split open {by the chicks) alfd cast aside; 
Or a colocynth on a withcred shoot 
Loosened by thc sweeping winds. 
We spend our wtalth lavishly without rcrkoning 
Andwe stabthe horsemen in theireytsrightand lcft. 
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Every coat of mail preserved in store is 
When donned as a well-filled pool. 
But ask any man you meet about Badr; �:�:r:; %:�g::�� ��:i�� ��

f
�::ble. 

They would have decamped at night and fled away. 
When a rider of ours came he said, 
'Prepare to meet the force Ibn l:Iarb has collected.' 
In misfortunes that would distress others 
We showed greater calmness than all. 
Had others been beset by a multitude 
They would have given up and lost heart.' �Vu� ����e� :�������r��

a
�Uld stand against us 

When they made their home in 'Irr,l'our leader said, 
'Why do we plant grain if we do not protect it?' 
Among us was God's apostle whose command we obey. 
When he gives an order we do not examine it. 
The spirit' descends on him from his Lord 
Brought down from the midst of heaven and taken up again, 
We consult him on our wishes, and our desire 
Is to obey him in all that he wants. 
The apostle said when they appeared, ��a�

i
�����e:�:r :[

Is
d�:h

li
�d desire it, 

To draw near to a King by Whom he will be restored to life. 
Take your swords and trust in God 
To Whom belongs the disposal of all things: 
We made for them openly as they rode their camels 
Bearing swords and unafraid 
In a compact force with lances and spears; 
When our steeds planted their feet they kept them finn. 
Into a sca of foemen we plunged, 
Their blacks in the centre some in armour some unprotttted, 
They were three thousand while we were three hundred elite 

��:o�:t�::?e�� t�t :�� rr::hile death ran between us. 
We tried to get to the cistem of death before them and did 10. 

�t:f
���%e ;:��:c;:�r��I

'=�ts' between us 

And Meccanarrows made by !?l1'id 

' Or, ,.,.ding,,,,,,,,,u,,'Ii, 'dilpersW' 
' A pLoco oulaide M.di"". ' o  .•. G.brid • A.Oh . •  �pJ.in. y.'hribi II 'bow " rinas' cu' in M.dinl, but Ih. ""n'H' impli .. ,lui' 

.......... "'.re uchonllod 
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Sprink1edwith poiSOD at the time they were made 
Sometimes hitting men'. bodietl. 
Sometimes glancing off shield. with a clang; 
Andhol"llemell in the plain looking Iike locuats 
Which the east .... ind brini', IIlOving briilly in the cold. 
When .... -e met them and the battle was fierce 

!!:
r
s:�:: �er: ��!��:'e 'i!��e��:;ue) 

Lying in the hollow like fallen trees. 
From mom till eve until we recovered our slreDgth 
Our zeal wu lin a fire burning all in its path. 
They fled in hat.te hunying sway 
Like a cloud wisp that the wind robl ofnin. 
Wewenton.our rearguardcoming slowly. 
Likeltronglions aeeking' meat in Blsha. 
We inflicted 10M on you and you on ua ;  
Perhapa we sbould have won. but what is with God ia more spadou.. 
The banlewaged hot betv.·eenu. 

�e
d �:: :::�on�e

t
b�� � :�e;ho kills 

To guard and protect his proll!gee.. 
Firm in miafortunes. you will never see 
Our eye. weeping over a COffinde alain; 
Warrion whodowhatweaay 
Nor become despondent inwar'1 trials; 
Warrion wbo commit no atrocities in victory 
Norromplain ofwar'l sctatches. 

�=n:!-::��::��t�:;:� °f��. 
You taunt me. Ibn al.Ziba·rl,' yet . party ..... ent after you 
SearchiDgforyou.tnightfaiJ. 

�o
a
:��er::w':�;d �:=e���!�'�!�d e�here 

Whom did war leave shorn of glory, 
Hia facc humiliated on the day of war? 
We anacked you with God'a help and succour 
Ourapearheads direct� at)'ou. 
Ourlanec:s made gaping wounds .mongyou 
Like the moutha of watenkira where the water gushes forth. 
W

:t=�� the Itandard-bearen, and he who hastens to mention the 

h thefintin giving praiae.1 
' The Radina iodoubtful 
' Bu.tbe � io .. id lO b< . ",plJ IO II\lt..J .... .. ho;"not ........ ..,.n�1 
' The w;. ofth;. venciodiftic ... hotldio probo.bly oornopt. 
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But they were treacherous, surrendered, and deserted. 
Only God's will can prevail and He is the greatest doer (642). 

'Abdullah h. :u-Ziba'r� 

, �, 

l;fassan h. Th�bit answered him: 

I Wo,i. compo.red too co<ml. 
, Bu, the reodini of."" Diw6�, ri, 'A baule .. n away with Ibn Zibo', i. """.r 
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We made liquid to run from yourarses 
Likc the ordure of camels that have eatcn 'alaI. 
When you took to your heels' in the pass 
And flcd like sheep one behind thcotherj 
When wc attaeked you boldly 
And dro\'e you to the bottom of the mountain 
With oompanies like nst objects (:) in the plain' 
Whoever meets them is terrified. 
The pass was too narrow for us when we traversed it 
And we filled iu heights and depths 
With mcn you cannotcqual 
Strengthened by Gabricl's hclp who came down. 
Wc conquered at Badr by picty, 
Obeying God and believing the apostlcs. 
We killed all their chiers 
And we killed cvcry long-robed noblc. 
Wc lcft in Quraysh a lasting shame that day of Badr, 
An cxampleto be talked of. 
While the apostlc of God witnCl5ed truly, 
While the short fat people among Qurayw.h 
Got togethcr by them werc as 
Camelscollectcd in herbageand lefl shcphcrdlessl• 
"'eandnotmen likeyou, childun ofyour mother'lIarse, 
Meetlhe fightcrs· when adllersity comes (6.n). 

Ka'b mourning l;lamza and the Muslim dead: 

You weep, but do you want onc to stir you totcars? 
You who are lost in grief when you remember them,J 
Remembering a people of whom 
Stories have reached mc in this crooked agc.6 
Your hean palpitates at thc memory of them 
In longing and tearfulsadneu. 
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Bca.use they were steadfut beneath the flag, 
The flag of the apostJe in Dhu'I-A9\\-aj,' 
Thc morning whcn the B. Au. and Khazruj 
All responded with thcir swords 
And A/:lmad'ssupponers folJowed the truth, 

1'hclani\l"lI"i.Quranic 
Thcn:o.dmri. un«n.in, A.Dh,d' ... 'jinn.· ... . n.h ....... ';ve ... dinl 
Th ... ..... olin ... '.diflicuh. A.Dh.m.k ••• O\· .... I.uu .... iono ••• o'h.m .. n'n •. 
it.ould be «mpti"ito ,ndiHI·,forN4.lu:n 

te��1.r�;�7;-,;::r;'.JY latc<!a •• of,hl.pocm. Cf . •  Jao W. 6aS, Ii .... S· 



410 The Lift of Muhammod 
The light-giving atraight way. 
They continually Imote the wanion 
M thcy p:wcd through thedoumof duat 
Till at lut the King summoned them 
To a garden with thick trccs at its entrancc. 
All of them proved pure in the trial, 
Died unftinchingly in God's religion 
Like l:lamza when he proved his loyalty 

�:h:a:�t�:I
������ ::�im 

Muttering like a hugc black camel 
And pierccd him with a lancc like a ftame 
That burnl in a blazing fire. 
And Nu'mln fulfilled hit promise 
And the good l;Ianpla tumed not from the truth 
Until hisapiritpuscd 
To a manlion resplendent in gold. 
Such are (true mcn) not thOIC of your company 
Who lie in nethermost hell with no cteapt. 

Oirar b. aJ-KhI\tib al-Fihri answered him: 

Docl Ka'b grieve over his followen 
Andwccpovera crookcdagc 
Crying like an old camel who_ his companiona 
Retuming at even whil e  he ia keptbacld 
Thewatercamelspassonand lcavc him 
Grumbling of ill-treatment while he is not even saddled for women 
Say to Ka'b, 'Lethim double hil wccping 
And let him luffer pain therefrom; 
For the death of hi I brothel'1 when thc cavalry charged 

��o�f;��a�f
,��g.!;s�� fol/owen 

And 'Utba had bccn in our ftaming mceting-placc 
That they might ha\'c llaked theirvengeancc 
On those of Khazraj who were alain 
And on thOIC ofAua who died on thc battlefield, 
All of them Ilain in Dhu'I-AQ.waj.' 
And the killing ofl:larnza under the t1ag 
With a pliant death-deaJing lancc. 
And where Mufab fell and lay 
Smitten by a .word's quick stroke 
In U�ud when our swords flashed among them 
FJaming like a roaring fire 
On the mom we met you with Iworaa 
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Like lionl ofthe plains who cannot be tumed back; 
All our stteds like hawks, 
Blood horses fiery, well-saddled. 
We trod them down there until they Bed 
Except the dying or those henuned in (6+t). 

'Abdullah b. al-Ziba'ri: 

Surely tearaflowed from your eyes' 
When youth had fled and the loved one waa faraway. 
Far off and gone is she whom you love and 
The camp, now removed, haa robbed me of a den one. 
The ardent lover cannot recover what is gone 
However long he wtcps. 
But let be: Has Umm Mllik news of my people 
Since neWl'preads far and wide 
Of our bringing horse& to the men of Medina, 
Fine handsome horses, lOme reared with UI, lOme outbom, 
The night we went forth in great force � 
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enemies, the hope of his friend,? 

Which looked like a well-filled pool where two valleys meet. 
When they IIW UI they were filled with awe, 
A dreadful plight confronted them; 
They wished that tbe earth  would swallow them, 
Their llOutest hearted warriora were in despair. 
When Our .words were drawn they were like 
A flame that leapa through bnuhwood. 
On their heads we brought them down 
Bringing Iwift death to the enemy. 
They left the llain ofAus with hyaenas hard It them and 
Hungry vultures lighting on them. 
The Banu Najjlr on every height 
Were bleeding from the wounda on their bodiea. 
But for the height of the mountain pass they would have left A�mad 

dead, 
But he climbed too high though the spean were dirccted It him, 
Aa they left l;Iamz.adead in the attack 
With a lance thnut thmugh his breast. 
Nu'mln too lay dead beneath hiabanner, 
The falling vultures husyat hilbowels.· 
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The spears of our warriors came on them in U�ud (as.swiflly) 
As a well dcvoursthe ropes of the bucket.' 

i:iassan b. TMbit 
Do the spring camps make you long for Ummu'l-Walid, 
The waste lands deserted by their people? 
The winds of summer and the rain of Aquarius, 
The torrential c1oudbringer, has effaced them; 
Naught remains bUI the place where the fire was, 
Round it on the ground are the fircstones like do\·cs. 
l\lention no more the camp whose people distance !ICparates 
Se,'eringthe strongest tics,and say 
'If there was a battle in U�udwhich ;1. fool counts a victory 
The real truth will some day be known.' 
All the Banu Ausstood finn that day, 
High renown was theirs. 
The Banu Najjilr were steadrast in defence, 
None wu faintheartcd in the fight 
In front of the apostle ofGod, theydid notdesc:rt him. 
They had a helper from their Lord and an intercessor. 
They were faithful when you, Quraysh, l denied your Lord. 
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He whom they smote could not but dic 
They left 'Utba and Sa'd lying in the dust 
As thespean found their mark 
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nt:ath the dust by the apostle's own hand, 

When thc dust they stirred up covcrcd the people 
These were chicfs from your leading families, 
For e\"ery armyhas chicfs 
By theml we help God when" He helps us 
E\"cn if things are terrible, 0 Qurayth. 
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I'aradise eternal he lives in now 
(The command of Him who decrees is swift). 

, 01, '. W1I'<r·draw�1 Ilra.P" . Nl>ld.k�, D.t1«'�I, ''', rond. .. ,,,,,..Ii' by "'O/"..J", """",, 
bUI , .. i. i .... ton� t.« __ , ..,ronhn,1 to the ToJj, L"oJ�, Ind O<I""" , it me.n. I .��II_ well. 
Sft funhu E. D,lunli<:" in 1,1"",;"" I, .9'5, 118. Alt .. ""ti'·�ly ... :�' �0"k1 mUn In h,bi'WlI "'.te • ..,fn"·�r. 1(. wi,h oom . ......... i.;.,I, _d' b. r .. d, .Iorn 'h� act of dnwina 
_"'. i. in.�nd""'-. The "ffb ZIooJI" m .. n, ,.kin, .... y qui<:kly, dntrvyin" dc.v".in., 
I1n.pinl1. &c. Th ... ,he po.n, of 'he o.imile would Oftm to b. thlt.,he 1p<:ln wrn' inond "Ut .. fthe bodi.,. .. fill II. okilled ""'�r.dn"'�r""uld >end buck .. up.nd do",," .w�n, 
... , .... ,l>ty ""'nt ;n .. qulCkly l • •  "'·.U (O. the .�I Of dn .. in,1 • .-.'u) t.k .. 1W'Y the """'. 
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.While your dead are in hell, theirbeet food 
Thorns and boiJingwater to fiU their bellies (645):' 

·Amrb. al-·�. 

We went forth from the barren desert againu them 
Fonning as it were a Slreaked girdle to R.aQw� in the morning. 
B. Najjiir foolishlywished to meet us 
By the side of Sal' and hopes are lOmetimes realiud. 
What scared them auddenly in the valley was 
Squadrons of horse coming forth to the battle. 
They wanted to plunder our tents. 
But protecting those tents that day were shattering blow8 
They were tents that have always heen protected, 
If a people made for them they would be spoiled and meet our rage. 
The heads of the Khazrajis lhatmoming 
By the side of Sal' were like sliced melons, 
And their hands holding Yamaniswordl were like barwaql (646). 

Oiriir b. al-Kha!\iib: 

By thy grandfather,l had I not ad\'anced my horse 
When the cavalry wheeled between the slope and the low ground 
On the side of Ul)ud's slope, there had not ceased 
T���:i�� of your wraiths calling for vengeance, their cause well 

Anda horseman, his forehead splitbya sword, 
His skull in piea:slike a shepherd's doak" 
By ��y grandfather, I am always girded with a sharp sword white as 

On the saddle ofa mare throsting forward to the one who calls for help 
As long as the cry for aid is raised. 
l am not reckoned the lIOn of weaklings and non-combatants 
Or miscrly cowards on the day of battle, 
Dut of tOOse who Imite the lrosty helms when they reach them, 
Warriors of proud descent on the day of bat til·, 
Proud leadcrs bearing long swords who advance to death unfaltering . 

When there came from Ka'b a squadron 
And the Khurajiya with glittering slI·ords 
And they drew their Mashrafiya swords 
And displayed a flag fluttering like the wings of an cagle 
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' R  .. d;n81<>bb<uIM , R44J could mean 'fo""l� ... ' and .,""hIM' 'H.m .. '. There U I varilnl "".d;"" la"Q�,,/J,1 
'oqUodrolllCluorvd one .rl�r another'. In anye,"�n' 'he .. ;1 a collldoUlji...u in the double 
me...,u,iof 'a.m,,'ond ·oquodron' 
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The opinion of those who oppose Islam i. misleading. 
Do DOt wish for more war but stay at home, 
The habitual manofwari. blood-ataincd,ntver frcc of carc.' 
You will gct .uc:h bloWII at our hands 
That the hyaenas will rejoice at the lumps of meat. 
We are men of war who gct the utmost from it 
And inRict painful punislunenton theaggrcasor8. 
If Ibn l;Iarbcac:apcd with theddnof histccth 
(And God's will must be done) it gave him discernment 
And admonition if he has the scnst to appre<:iate it. 
Had you c:ome to the bottom of the torrent bed 
A .wift atroke would have mct you on the valley sidc:, 
Bands of men round the Prophet would have c:onfrontcd you 
With breastplatcs prcpared for ...... r, 
Men of Ghaaaln stod with drawn .words, 
No wwmcd cowards they; 
They walk towards the dark clouds 01 battle 
Asthe camcls' white foaJs walk in train, 
Or as lions walk in a c:overt wettcd by rain 
Brought by thc: north wind from the Gemini 
In long close-knit m.ail like a rippling pool, 
Itswearer broad-shouidered,' a chief like a sword, 
Which mucsthe Itrongcst arrowhead uscicss 
And the lword rcooil with blunted edge. 
Though you threw off Mount Sal' from your baeb 
(And IOmctimt:l life c:an bc prolonged and dc:ath a\"oidcd) 
You would nevc:r he ablc: to lakc revc:nge; 
Time will plS5 the dain not paid for,' ��:r':.d :;:i
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We were hoping to gc:t you all,butour knights with their wc:apona 
Chascd you from us too quickly. 
When one of them c:ornmits a crime they know for certain 
That the conscquenc:ewill be borne (by thelribe). 
Hil crime ia not an unmistakable c:rimc:, 
None blamcs him and none evades hil lhare ofthepcnalty.' 

l;lauln b. Thibit: 
At even whc:n thC:ltarswc:re lc:tting 
I c:ould notdccp for care 
And the vilion of the belovcd that haunted me. 
A lic:knete pc:rvadc:d myhc:artand an innc:rhiddc:n passion. 

':",:·�:ein:::::._··""'onfire· whicb bardt'_""'rilh •. perhopo , .. ilh 'rey� 

: ��!:;;'to"'fertolh�.rehnl:t!:��:,:�:�j��:f:,;�s;.,"�'�70. 
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o my people, can one without strength and courage 
Slay a man likc mc? 
If the tiniestanlS wcre to crawl upon her 
They would make wounds in her skin. 
She smells of' sweetsce.nt and lingers in her bed 
Adomcd with sill'er andstrungwith pearls. 
The daily sun surpasses her in naught 
Except that youth doesnOi endurc. 
l\ly unde was orator at Jabiyatu'l-Jaulln 
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On the daythatNu'mlinwasaickin fctters. 
Ubayy andWaqid wcre setfreeforme. 
The day they went fonh with their fettersbrokcn 
I went surety for them with all my wealth, 
Ellery sccap of it was atlotted. 
My family stood high in their regard, 
E,<cry dwelling had a great ancestor of mine. 
My father ga,"e dttisivejudgementat Suma),l)a' 
\Yhen disputes were referred to him. 
Such were our deeds, but al·Zi1n'r� 
Is a man of no account, blamed e,"en hy his frienda. 
Ho\\'much tulture is destroyed bypoveny 
While prosperity hidcs batbarismP 
Do not insult me for you cannot do so, 
Only a gentleman can insult his peer.4 
I care not if a he goat cries in the wastelandl 
Or a churl lpeaks e"il behind my back. 
Thefinest .tock ofBanii Qu�yy tookoverthe courage 
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Makhzum ran away from the spears with the riff·raff. 
They stood firm together in their place till all were slain, 
All of them bl�ing from open wounds.6 
Tt was only honourable tbat they should stand firm. 
The noble man is troly noble. 
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Quraysh Aed from us seekingrefugc 
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So that thty stood not fast but lost their wits. 
Their collarbones could not sustain its weight, 
Only the best men can carry the standard (64B). 

l;Iassan b. Thibitmourning l;lamxa: 

o Mayya, arise and weep sadly at dawn as the keening women do; 
� thosewho carryheavy burdens cannot movefor theirweight 
Who cry aloud scratching the faces offrec women. 
W�;:i:����ars run they are like the pillars reddened by the blood 

They let their hair loo!lt and their locks appear 
Like the tails of restille plunging horses in the moming, 
Some plaited,' somecut, dishellelled bythe wind. 
They weep sadly like mourners whom fate has wounded, 
Their hearts scarred by painful wounds. 
Fate has smitten those who were our hope when we were afraid, 
The men of U�ud whom fate's calamities destroyed 
Our knight and protector when armed men appeared, 
Ol;lamza, I will not forget you while time lasts, 
The refuge of orphans and guests and the widow who looks shyly away, 
And from the fate that brings war after war with growing evil. 
o knight, o protector, Ol;larnza, you were our great defender 
From blows of fate when they were crushing. 
You reminded me of the lion of the apostle, that protector of ours 
Who will always be mentioned when noble chiefs are counted 
HiKh above the leadel1l, generous, white, shiriing; 
Not frivolous, poorspirited, norgrumbling at life's burdens. 
A sea of generosity, he never withheld gifts from a guest. 
Young men ofhonour,ualous and serious minded, have died 
Who in the winter when none gets his till of milk 
Offered the flesh of camels topped by slices carved from its fat, 
Protecting their guests as long as the enemy attacks. 
Alas for the young men we have lost, they were as lamps, 
Proud,patricians, princes, iavishlygenerous, 
Who bought reputation with their wealth, (for reputation is a gain) , 
Who leapt to their bridles if a cry for help was raised. 
One who 8uffered misfortunes in an unrightcous age.' 
His camels kept going over the dusty plain, 
They went vying with each other while he was among those 
Whose breasts ran with sweat so that good fortune might return to him. 
Not the lot of him who gets the unlucky arrow.l 
o l;Iamza, you have left me lonely like a branch cut off from a tree. 

I R •• ding ...... b","'i.h A.Dh 
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I complain to you when layerl ofduat and Itone cover you, of 
Thestone weput above youwhenthe gravedigger finilhedhia work 
In a wide space, covering it witheanh carefully smoothed. 
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And weep for our noble generous dead, 
WhoP.id and did whatthey taid, thetruly laudable, 
Who always gave freely even when lhey had liule to spare (649). 

Do you knowlhe c:amp whosclracc:s aince you saw il 
Are swept away b y a  mighty torrent of rain 
Be���

i
�� Al-Salid!� and Udmilna and the channel of A!-RauM' in 
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Cive no thought to a camp whosc tl'llCCS hl\'e disappeared, 
And weep o\'erl;larnza the generoul who filled the platter 
When thestonn blew in binercold and famine, 
Who Ieh his adversaries in the dutt 
Stumbling on hia slender lance, ��: ��:� :�!f ������:t� hOrles when they held back' 

Shining at Ihe summit of the Hashim can 
He did nOloppolC the truth with liet. 
He died a manyr under your Iwords. 
May the hands of W�hi, the murderer, wither! �;!:�:
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And the moonshining fonh from the douds is blackened. 
Cod bleuhim in the heavenly pll'lldisc. 
May his entry be honourcd. 
We looked on l;Iamu as a protector in aU the blows of misfortune. 
In Islam he wu a great defence 
Wbo made up for the loss ofmi.scrable atay-at-homes. 
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Weep for 'Utba whom he cut down with the sword 
Who lay in the whirling dust, 
When he fell among yourshaykm 
insolent,ignonlIll felloo.\'I. 
l;Ianua killed them with a family who walk in long armour 
The day that Gabriel helped him, 
Th.at fine helper of an intrepid horstman. 

, O.·minllled"'''h· • .u_l4bis 
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Ka'bb. Malik: 

VKited by care you could not slccp 
And feared bccausejoyous youth had bcen taken from you 
A Oamri girl daimed your love, 
But your love is GhaurIand your company is Najdi.' 
Do not go too far rashly in the folly of Jove, 
You hl\'ea\ways been Ihought foolish for following its allure. 
It il time for you to Itop in obedience 
Or to awake when an adviser warm you. 
I was crushed bythelo"of !:lam:r.a, 
My inward paru trembled. 
If Mount !:Iir!' had been $0 distrcssed 
You would ha\'cseen its firm rocks shattered. 
A noble prince, strong in the lofty stock of l'lilshim, 
Whencc come proph«:y. generosity, and lordship, 
Who slew fat-humped camels whcn the wind is $0 cold 
That it almost freezes the water, 
Who lcft a brave opponent prostrate on the ground 
On the day of battle, with his lance broken. 
You could see him sweeping along in stccl, 
Like a tawny strong-pawed lion. 
The prophet's unde and chosen onc 
Came to his death-a goodly end. 
He met his fate marked out among a people 
Who hclped the prophet and sought man)·rdom. 
I imagine that Hind has been told of that 
Tostillthe buming choking within hcrbreast 
How we met her peopJe on the sandhilt 

r�� ::��� : .. �\c�f �!'::�:e�c�;:�el and �luhammad 
Beneath our hanner tumed them back 
So that I saw their best men with Ihe prophet in two parties, 

�:r�i��:��! ��e���h:i�;��;�n��t 
pleased. 

Se,'cnty men, 'Utba and al-Aswad among them, 
And Ibnu'I-�lughlra whom we smote above the ncck \'cin 
From which foaming blood gushed forth 
A

.
sharpsword in the hands of the believers 

Reduced the pride ofUmayya al-Juma�l.· 
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The fugitive polytheists came to you like runawayO$triches 
Withthe cavalry in full puI'llUit. 
Different are those whose home is hell everlasting 
And those who are eternally in paradise. 

Rise, O $afiya, be not weak 
Make the women weep over 'JamUl. 
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For he wu a strength to our orphans 
And a lion of battle amid the weapons, 
Wishing thereby-to please Al,lmad 
And the glorious Lord of the throne. 

By thy noble father's life I adjure you. 
Ask those who sought our hospitaliry, 
For if you ask them you will not be told a lie, 
Those you ask will tell you the truth 
That on nights when bones were gathered for food 
\Ve gave sustenance to those who visited us: 
(Crowds' took refuge in our shelters 
From distress in years of famine) 
With a gift of what our rich provided ���\�::i�n�� ��� ���:r:sity towards the indigent. 

Those whose ways we have always tried to vie with. 
One who saw the place where the camels go to water 
Would think it wu black rocky ground. 
There the best camels are broken in, 
Black, red,and white.' 
The rush of men wulike Euphrates in Rood, 
Solid well-armed massesdcstroying all in their path. 
You would think their glitter was the shining of stars, 
They dazzle beholders in theircommolion. 
If you are ignorant of our importancc 
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In .laughter, severilY, biting, and mauling, 
Do we not lighten the cord round the camel'. udder 
Unti' she yidds her milk and becomes gentleP 

' W. hu fIIijWI '_ ......... n· 
· Whi.cor. lnoli"ly,blKkioh, Thioword " _ o('ho�. 
' In ,hrte two lina war i, tomparr<! "" . .. yqe co"",l tho' i, ."bdllrd by .ho lribo'o firmn ... and f'!fO"r« and �ndl'O t.h�ir IOdvan.qc 
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When hearts are moved by fear, 
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that we should not be disobedient, 

When he appeared we followed him and held him true. 
They called him liar so weare the happiest of the Arabs. 
They wheded and we wheeled, they did not reform or return 
While we followed them in unwearying pursuit. 
The two armies had nothing in common, 
God'B party and the men of polytheism and idols (651).1 

'Abdullah b. RawlJ:ta said(6sz): 



The LJe ofMuhommtui 

Show notjoyatl;hunz.a', death, O Hind, 
For your boasting is contemptible. 

Say to Qurayshdcspitetheir distanoe, 
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Of Him who granll the best favours have fallen. 
They dwtll in gardens and have left waiting for you 
Liorawho proteettheircuhl, 
To fight for their religion, in their midet 
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And tht IITOwt oftnmity unceasingly (6S3). 

Oirir b . •  I.Khalllb: 
What aila thine eye which ,Ieepleuneu atfects 
& though pain wert in thint eydide? 
II it for the lose ofa friend whom you hold dear 
P.rted by diltance and foet? 
Or is it becaulC ofthe milChicf of. uselesa people 
Whtn \\-�rs blauwithbumingheat? 
They ccase not from the eITOr they h.ve committed. 
Woe to them! No helper have they from LU'IYY. 
We adjured them.ll by God, 
But neither kinship noroalhl deterred them; 
Till fin.lly when they determined on waragainll us 
And injuaticc and bad fceling had grown strong, 
We att.cktd them with an army 
Flanked by helmeted slrong mailed men 
And alender horses sweeping along with warriors 
Like kites, 110 amooth wu their gait; 
An army which $akhr' led and commanded 
Like an angry lionofthtjunglt.ttaring hia prty. 
Death brought out a people from thtir dwtllings, 
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Likt goau which tht hail nu frozcn to Ihe cold ground. Noblc dcad,'the Banu'I.Naii�rin theirmidst 
And Mu�'ab with broken pieces of our shara around him 
And l:Iarrua thechief, proatrate, hia widow going round him. 
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Tl2ll$fixed bya lancc on which thebloodhad dried. 
' i  .•. Ab.:ISufyln 
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He wu the colt of an old she-camel whose companions had fled 
� rrightenedO!ltriches runaWlY 
Rushing headlong filled with terror, 
The steep precipitous rocks aiding their eacape. 
Husbandless women weep over them 

��en::r��! ��h:
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And to the hyaenu who made for their bodies (65of): 
Abu Za'na b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. 'Utba, brother of B. Ju.ham b. alM 

Khuraj: 
I'm Abu u'na. AI-Huum' takes me a�ce, 
Painful exertion alone saves disgrace. 
A Khazrajiteof Jusham his ward will IOlacc. 

'Ali b.Abli Tllib(655): 
Al-I:llrithb. al-$imma 
Wu faithful to his covenant with u • . 
He went through painful desem, 
Blaclr. u darlr.est night, 
AmongmanY lwords and lpears 
Seelr.ing God'iapostie in whatwu happening there. 

'Jlr.rirmb. AbuJahl: 
Each of them says to his horse, Come on here I 
You can sc:e  him advlIncing today without fear 
lkaringa leader with his mighty spear. 

Al-A'shl b. Zurira b. al-Nabblsh al-Tamimt, of B. Asad b. 'Amr b. 
Tamim, weeping the slain of B. 'Abd al-D�r 

Let the Banii Abii TalJ.!.a in spite of their distance 
Be gh'en a greeting that will not be rejected. 
Their ...... tercarrier passed them with it 
And:e<.'ery watercarrier of theirs is known. 

�:e�:;;
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n�::�1complained, 

'Abdullah. b. al-Ziba'ri: 
We killed Ibn JaJ.!.sh and rejoiced at his death 
And I:lamu with his horsemen and Ibn Qauqal. 
Some men escaped m and got quiclr.ly a", .. y. 
Would that they had stopped and we had not been huty, 
That they had stood 10 that our swords their best men 
Might have cutdown, for all oful were fully anned; 
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And that there might have been a fight between us 
When they would have a morning draught' whose evil .... ould not 

pass away (6S6) 

�ya d. 'Abdu'I-Munalib mourning her brother I�amza: 

Are you my sisters asking in dread 
The men ofU\:Iud, the slow ofspe«h and the eloquent?J 
The latter said l:Janua is dead, 
The best helper of the apostle of Cod. 
God the true, the Lord of the Throne, called him 
To Jive in paradise in joy. 
That il wh.at we hoped and longed for 
l:Janua on the day of gathering will enjoy the best reward. 
By God I'U ne'er forget thee as long as the east wind blows 
In IOITOw and weeping, whether at home or in WIIle\, 
For the lion of God who was our defence, 
Protecting blam agaimt every unbeliever. 
Would that my limbe and bones were there 
For hyaenas and vultures to visit. 
I laid when my family raised their lamentation, 
God reward him, fine brother and helper as he wasl (6S7) 

Nu'm wife of Shammh b. ·Uthmln weeping her husband: 

�o?t��n��ee:�,
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Whoae opinion was accepted, whose deedswere luccessful, 
Who carried the standardB, the rider of horsel. 
I said in-anguish when news of his death came, 
'The generous man who fed and clolhed olhenhas perished.' 
I said when the places where he sat were forsaken, 
'May God not take Shammh Car from us!' 

Her brother Abu'I-l:Jakam b. Sa'id b. Yarbu' replying to comfon her: 

Preser .... e thy modesty in secret and in honour, 
For Shammls was only a man 
Kill not thyself because he met his death 
Tn obeying God on the day of heroic battle. 
l:Jarnza was the lion of God, so be patient; 
He tOO on that day ta.&ted Shammis'. cup 

Hind d. ·Utba when the polytheists withdrew from U\:Iud 

I came back my heart filled with BOrrow, 
For some from. whom I sought \"engean�e had escaped me, 

' w. bat � 'monUnti·· • I.r.Who.'brrtheykmnoto.""'.Thdpoc-mio ... ribulCd tol; ..... n'ntfM, [)io,:d,, (xnvii..ij 
Wberetbctut dlffcn __ Iuot. II iI otniolllly tho pro,hlCl of.laln�. 
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THE DAY OF AL.RAJ1', A.H· 3 

I'mAbu Sulayman with al-Muq'2d's shafts.' 
Like Gehennathey burn my feathered shafts. 

' lk<w«n ·A.fln lnd M�; accord;ng 'o oth .... b<'w�n M.,""I .nd .l·Tl'jf 
' A :'I«clnwhowl.famed forf •• ,hninglrro,,·, olcilfuUy. 
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When baule'. abroad I amnot afraid,' 
Withshicld oflffiOOthox-hide I'm safcly arl'2yed 
And I firmly believe in what Muhammad has said. 

l'm Ahu Sulaymiln, an archerfine, 
And come ofa pwple ofnoble line. 

His Jrunya was Abu Sul.ymiln. 

we;e
h���rn he fought with the people until he and his two companion. 

-When 'A.,im was slain Hudhayl wanted to take his head to lell it to 
Sulmfa d. Sa'd b. Shuhayd. When he killed her two Ions at U�ud she 
swore a vow that if she could get possession of hit head she would drink 
wine in his skull; but bees' protected him.- When the bees came between 
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carried '.�,im a .... 'lIy. Now '.�,im had made a CO\'enant with God that no 
polytheUit should louch him nor would he ever touch a polytheist for fear 
of contamination. -'Umar used to say when he heard of how the bees 
protected him, 'God protects the believer. '�im had vowed that no poly_ 
theiat should touch him and that he would ne\'er touch one so longlJ he ���� : 2: J:��:;ted him after his death as he had protected himself 

Zayd, Khubayb,and Abdullah b.T1riqwereweakand yiclding intheir 
desire 10 preserve their lives 10 they surrendered and were bound and 6.to 

���� �:!!e��\� :��:h:��. 
d��:e

�i�h
.e:1)���e ��t

a�h�a::� �����:� 
from him and stoned him until they killed him. His grave is in al-:(:ahrln. 
Khubayb and Zayd were brought to Mecca (66t). 

l;Iujayr b. Abu 1Mb al-TamTmr, an ally of B. Naufal, bought Khubayb 
for'Uqba b. al-l;Iilrithb. '.i\mir b. Naufal, Abu Ihlb being the brother of 
al-I:Urith b. '.i\mir by the ume mother, to kill him in re\'enge for his 
father (662). 

�afwln b. Uma))'lI bought Za)'d to kill him in revenge for his father 
Umayya h. Khalaf. !;iafwln sent him with a freedm2n of his called Ni,!",,' 
to al-Tan'im and they brought him Out of the �tl'am to kill him. A number 
of Quraysh gathered, among whom was Abu Sufyl1n b. l;Iarb, who said to 
him as he was brought out to hc kil!ed, 'I adjure you by God, Zayd, don't 
you wish that Mllhammad was with us now in your place so thaI we might 

ca;.���:�;:a���E�E=:::.:;���,�n'; Gl_-.$J'/ 'Iw;ft 

(d.·6�7'i.�)�:�.t:=i�I!>::';/jYt��!;!i�Y:.i!;���.j ���.I;�:��� J«,.; • •  loM<dby�. l o  ... tll'.r.r.Rnc. tomyrollcoa\l·i\1r. Hopk''''' • l'oooibLy fo.Ana" .. 'UI 
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' S. uy.'th.a" hi.i.,hc Kading ofYolnwb. Buk.yrand iti.'obcfound inold ropi�. or 
I.H .• but<>,bcn �vc,b"name .. MlriYl on l.l:l.utbority 
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that the man was subject to seizures. During one of his visits 'Umar asked 
him the cause of the trouble and he said, 'Thcre i. nothing the matter with 
me, but I was one of those who was present when Khubayb b. 'Adly was 
kiUed and I heard his CUrR, and whenever I remember it when I am in a 
meeting I faint away: This increased hi. favour in 'Umar's eycs (66,.). 

A freedman of Zayd b. TMbit told me from 'Ikrima, freedman of Ibn 
'Abbiis, orfrom Sa·id b. }ubayr, that Ibn 'Abblssaid "ith rcference to a 
passage of the Quran about this expedition: When the expedition in which 
Manhad and '�im took part came to grief in al-Rajl' lOme of the dis
.ffectedsaid, 'Alas for those beguiled fel1o� who perished thus! They 
did not stay with their families nor did they deliver the me!lSage 0 f their 
master.' Then God sent down concerning their word. and the good they 
gained by their suffering: 'There i. the kind of man whosc talk about the 
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oontrary to what he profeues with his tongue, 'yet he is the most quarre 1-
lOme o[advenaries', i.e. a contro\'ersialist when he argues with you (665) .' 

Goduid, 'And when he turnsa\l'lIy,' i.e. goe:s out from your presence, 64] 
'he hastens through the land to make mischief therein and to destroy the 
crops and the cattle; but God 10vesn<K.mischief,' i.e. I-Ie does not 10\'e the 
doing of it nor does it please Him. 'And when it is uid to him, BelO'are of 
God, pride seizes him in sin. Hell will behis reckoning, an evii re.ting
place. And there is the kind of man who would setl himself in his desire 
to please God and God is kind to His servants,' i.e. theYlOld themseh'esto 
God by fighting in His way and doing what He required until they gave up 
their lives. He means that expedition (666). 

Among the poems about this is that of Khubayb b. 'Adiy when he heard 
that the peopie had gathered to crucify him (66J): 

The confederates gathered their tribes around me 
And assembied att whom they oould collect. 
All of them show vidient enmity against me 
Because I am hdpless in bonds 
They coltect their women and children 
And I am brought to a lofty high trunk. 
To God I complain of my loneliness and p.in 
And of the death thc confederatcs have prepared for me. 
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heir purpose. 

This is ror CW'! sake, and if He wil15 

' s';"'1 . •  oo. S. ttCOrdo.v.riant ... din.of JbnMuhoyoin._)'d.�h aJ,"II4J>vfor "d)'>IJh-1tUI,,'/l4Joa. i.e. God knowo ",ho, io in hi. hurt. and ,hi. "",y_1I W ,he.rue r .. din •. He .I." .. yl.ho' ."" mojoriryof.,.,rnmm .. 'o .... hold tho. 'hi . v  • ....., co""'do .. n .. i'h�fe� 
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l:Iassan b. Thabitsaid, mourning Khubayb' 

I:lassan also said 

1:lassan also said 

' ,(lj4i.onoof the<>4dJd . 
• i ••• my n.tu ... io ouch th.t my eye . .... unocc ... tom.d to tn ... 



Tht Lift of Muhammad 

They deceived you with their treachery, breaking their faith, 
You werewronged, a prisoner in their camp (670). 

l;Iasdn also said 

l;Iassiin also said: 

l;Iassiin also said: 



Tht LIft of Muhammad 

Werc treacherous on the day of al-Raji', 
Bctraying their ward to whom kindncss and gtncroeity were due. ��e\\:-:���

h
��!:���;���O pains 

One day they will scevictory tum against them 
For killing one whom thereprotccted against evil dctdll' 
Swarms ofhomets IItanding guard OH:r his Resh 
Which protccted the Rtsh of one who witncsscd great battles. 
Perhaps in retum for killing him Hudhayl will tee 
Dead lying prostrate or women mourning 
As we bring a vio[ent attack upon them, 
Which rideTll will relate faithfully to thosc at the fairs 
By command of God'. apostle, for he with full knowledge 
Has made a forccful dccision against Lil)yan, 
A contemptible tribe caring nothing for good faith. 
Ifthcy arewronge<t they do not rtsist the aggressor. 

�o:e:c�:el� I!�e
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at�!�rs:!u��:�ctn the well-worn channel •. 
Theirplacc is the home of death. 
When anything happen. to them they have the minds of cattle. 

ijassln abosaid: 
God curse LiJ:!yiln, for their blood does not rcpay us 
For their having.lain the two in treachery. 
Atal_RajI' they killed the 80n ofa free woman 
Faithful and purc in his friendship. 
Had they all bccn killed on the day ofal-Raji' 
In revengefor 'A�im'that would not have sufficed 
For the dead man whom the becs protccted in their tenls, 
Among pcople of obvious infidelity and coarseness. 
Lil)yJn killed one morc honourable than they 
And80ld Khubayb for a miscrable price, woe to them! 
Ughl for LiJ.tyln in everye\·ent. 
May their memory perish and not e\'en be mentioned! �
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::I��acherous descent, 

If they were slain their blood would not pay for him 
But the killing of his killers would cure me (of my pain). 
Unleas l die I will tcrrify Hudhayl witha plundcring raid 
Swift as the early morning cloud. 
By the apostle'. command, and his it is, 
Disuter will spend the night in Lil)yiln'.court. 
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l:Iaw.n also said: 
By God, Hudhayl do not know 
Whether Zamzam's water it clean or foul; 
And if they make the great or lesser pilgrimage 
They have no share in the I)ijr or the running 
But atal-Rajl' theyhavea place, 
The home of open meannesa and disgrace, 
They arc like goats in the Hijaz bleating 
In the e\'ening beside the lhe1ters. 
They were treacherous to Khubayb lheirward 
What a miserable OO\'enant wu their false word I (67J) 

l:Iaw.n aiso said: 
God bless those who followed one another (to death) the day of aI

An�
a
�:ere hOnOUredand rewarded. 

Mlrthad the head and leader of Ihe party and 
Ibn al-Bukayr their imlm and Khubayb. 
And a son ofTlriq; Ibn Dathinna Wlll there too. 
There his death 1lI it wu written befell him 
And al-'�imllainat Raji' 
Attained the heights (of heaven) great gainer he, 
He averted Ihe disgrace of wound I in the back 
He met them .word in hand, the noble warrior (67-.). 

THE STORY Of a.'R I'>IA'ONA IN �AfAR, A.H . .oI-
The apostle stayed (in Medina) for the rest of Shawwl1, Dhii'I-Qa'da, 
Dhu'

I
-l:Iiiia, and al-Mu�arnm while the polytheists supervised the pil_ 

grimage. Then he sent the men of Bi'r Ma'una forth in $af;u, four months 
after U�ud 
My father ls�§q h, Yu§r from al.l\1ughira b. Abdu'I-Ra�mln b. al

I:Ilrilh h. Hishiim told me, as did 'Abdullah h. Abu Bake b. Muhammad 
b. 'Amr b. l:Iazm snd other traditioni!ts, 113 follows: Abu Bari' 'Arnir b. 
Mllik b. Ja'far the 'Player with Ihe Spears' came to the apostle in Med ina 
(T and offered him a present. The apostle refused it, laying that heeould T. I«2 
not a«:ept a present from a polytheist and telling him to become a Muslim 
if he wished himto aceept hit presc:nt).1 The apostle explained Islam to 
him and invited him to accept it, He would nOI do 10 yet he wu not far 
from Islam. He aa.id: '0 Muhammad (1'. your affair to which you invite 

' l follow ll><lftdill.ofC. 
' Tl nnion ;" mo..,nrbooc tlw.I.H.'.f"t«'Mioll 

" 
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' Th;I;llC«p�by Bukhiri • Cf.'hc,oorler acroun' ;n M!lI.Ib. 'Uqbr., No.,. 
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'Amirls of which 'Amr knew nothing, and when after questioning he found 
that they belonged to D. 'Amirhe let them alone fora time until they alept 
when he fell upon them and killed them, thinking that he had taken 
vengeance on them forthe lr.illing

.
ofthe apostle'scompanio�s. Butwhen 

he came to the lpostle :md told htm what he hid done he saId, 'You hive 
kil led [\10'0 men whose bloodwit I must pay.' Then the apostle said, " This 
is (the result of) Abu Bari's act. I did not like this expedition fearing 
what would happen.' When Abu Ilar�\' heard the news he wu much 

�:::;�!��\l::;��::t���St ��a:�t��: ��� �a=�;'�;:;;o�::'� 
them safety. Among those who were killed wu 'Amir b. Fuhayra. 

Hishrun b. 'Urwa from his father told me that 'Amir b. aI-Tufayl used to 
uk, 'Who was the man I saw lifted up between heaven and eanh when he 
had been Ir.illed until I saw the sky receive himl' They answered, 'It was 
'Amir b. Fuhayra 

One of B. JabMr b. Salm3 b. M�lik b. Ja'far told me-Jabbar was among 
those who were present that day with 'AmiT and afterwards became a Mus
lim-that Jabb�r used to ny, 'What led me to become a !\"1uslim was that 
I lIabbed one of them between the lhoulders that day and I saw the point 
of the spear come out of his ehest, and I heard himSlly, "I have won by 
God!" I could not make out what he meant by the words seeing that I had 
killed him until afterwards I asked others:md was told that it was manyr
dom, and then T SlIid, "ByGod he has won.'" 

i:lassln b. Th3bit, inciting B. Abu Bari' against 'AmiT b. al-Tufayl, said: 
Ve sons of Ummu'l-Banin, are you not dismayed, 
You the loftiest of Najd's people, 

:�:�����a�:��e��: tt�e �!e
B:3� ;el�:�:�l�e��S aafe conduct? 

Say to Rabi'a whoslrives after great deeds, 
What did you do after I left you? 
Vour father Abu Bari' is a man of war, 
Youruncle l:lakam b. Sa'dil cclcbrated (6n)· 

IT· Ka'bb. M3likalso said on the same subj«t; T . •  <ws 
The violation of AbU Bari"s guarantee 
Is blazed abroad far and wide. 
It is like Musahhab and his father'asons 
Hard by al-Radh in the region ofSuwa'. 
O sonsof Ummu'I-Banin, did)'ou not hear 
Theery for he1p at eventide, the loud call for aidr 
You did indeed, but you knew that he was a doughty warrior 
TheB:muKilitb:md al-Ouratit' 
Are home. or broken faith. 
o '.Anur, 'Amir of ancient infamy, 
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You hne won, but withollt inlelligence or dignity. 
Did you not deal falsely with the prophet? 
Yctof old have you bchave<i infamously. 
You are not like the guest of Abu Duw�d 
Nor al-Audi the guest of Abu'I·' AU.'; 
But your shame is a disca�c of long standing 
Take note that the diseasc of treaehcry is the most deadly. 

When the word� of ija5&ln and Ka'b reached Rabi'a b. 'Arnir (Abu'l
Barl')J he attacked 'Amir b. al·Tufayl and Slabbed him with his spear in 
his thigh ; hc failed to kill him' but he fell from his horse uying, 'Thi I is 
the work of Abii'I·Barl'; if I die my blood (I gi\'e) 10 my uncle' and he is 
nottobc sued for it : if l live l will seeto what hastobe donemyself: 

Anas b. 'Abbb al·Sulami, maternal uncle of Tu'ayma b. 'Adiy b. Naufal 
who killed N:Ui' h. Budayl b. Warq�' al·Khuza'i that day, said 

I left Ibn Warq�' dead onthe grollnd 
With the dust wind blowing o'er him. 
I remembered Abu'I_Rayyanl when I uw him 
Andmadc SlIrcthat l was a\·enged. 

Abii'I-Rayy�n was Tu'ayma b. 'Adiy. 
'Abdullah b. Rawil,la mourning Nifi' b. Budayl b. Warql' said' 

Godhavethe mercy on Nlfi' b. Budayl 
That bclongs to those who seek thc reward ofjih4d! 
Enduring,truthful, faithful, 
When men talked tOO much helpoke to the poiot.4 

l;Iamn b, Thabit, mourning the slain at Bi'r Ma'iinaand especially al-
Mundhirb. 'Amr, uid 

Weep for the slain at Ma'iina 
With e\·erflowing tC3Tl1. 
For the apostle's horst.:men the day 
They met their death by God's decree. 
They mct their end bccause a people 
Were false to their covenant and treacherous 
Alas for Mundhir whodicd thcre 
And hastened to his end steadfastly! 
Ilow many a noble welcoming man 
Of'Amr'sbest pcople was done to death! (6?8) 
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THE DEPORTATION OF TilE B. AL-NA!?IR, A.H. i 

According to what Yazid b. Ramll.n told me the apostle wem to B. al- 653 
Na�ir to ask for their help in paying the bloodwit for the two mcn of B. 
'}.mir whom 'Amr b. Umayya al-I;>amri had killed after he had gi"en them 
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said that ofoourse they would oontributein the way he wished ; but they 
took counsel with one another apart, saying, 'You will ne"erget luch a 
chance again. Who v.ill go to the top of the house and drop a rock on him 
cr. so as to kill him) and rid us of him?' The apostle was siuing by the T. I .... 8 
wall of one of their houses at the time. 'Amr b. JiJ:lhh b. Ka'b volunteered 
to do this and went up to throw down a rock.' As the apostle was with a 
number of his companions among whom weTe Aba Bakr, 'Umar, and 'All, 
neWll came to him from heaven about what the$e people intended, so he 
got up IT. and llid to his oo-:npanions, '�n't go away umiI I

.
come to 

you') and he went back to l\ledma. When hLS companions had waltW long 653 
for the prophet. they got up to search for him and met a man coming from 
Medina and asked him about him. He said that he had seen him entering 
Medina, and they went off, and when they found him he told them of the 
treachery which the Jews meditated against him. The apostle ordered them 
to prepare for war and to march against them (679), Then he went off with 
the men umil he came upon them (680). 

The Jewl took refuge in their forts and the apostle ordercd that the 
palm-trees should be cut down and bumt, and they called out to him, 
'Muhammad, you have prohibited wanton destruction and blamed those 
guilty of it. Why then are you cutting down and buming our palm-treC!l ?' 

Now there was a number of B. 'Auf b. al-Khazraj among whom were 
'Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Salal and Wadi'a and l\1.�lik b. Abi'l Qauqal and 
Suwayd and D3'is who had sent to n. al-Na�ir pying, 'Stand firm and 
protect yourselves, for we will nOI betray you. If you are auacked we will 
fight with you and if you arc turned out, we will go with you.' Accordingly 
they waited for the help they had promised, but they did nothing and G oJ 
cast terror into their hearts. They asked the apoBtle to deporl them and to 
.pare theirlivdI on condition that they oould retain all their propcrty whi eh 
they could carryon camels, except their armour, and he agreed. So they 
loaded their camcls with what they could carry. l\len were deslroying 
their house:s down to the lintel of the door which they put upon the back 
of their camels and went off with it. Some went to Khaybar and others 
went 10 Syria. Among their chief. who went to Khaybar were Sall!lm b. 
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circulate among your rich men; and what the apostle gin�s you take and 
ab.tainfromwhat heforbid.you.' Hesaysthi.i. anotherdivisionbetwcen 
Muslims concerning what i. taken in war according to what God prescribed 
to him.' 

Then God said, 'Have you leen those who arc disaffe(:ted,' meaning 
'Abdullah b. Ubayy and hi. companions and those who arc like-minded 
'who aay to their brothen of the iCl'ipture people who dishclie\'e: i.e. the 
B. a!.Nal,llr, up tO Iheworda 'like thoscwho a.bon time before them u.�ed 
the miaeryoftbeiracta and had a painful punishment,' i.e. tbe B. Qaynuqf. 
Then as far as the word. 'Like Satan when be said to man Di.believe, and 
when man disbelieved he said, I am quitofyou. I fear Allah the Lord of 656 
the worlds and the punishment of both is Ihat they will bc in helt ever
lutingly. That is the reward of the evildGen.' 

Among the vel'Kt compoecd about B. al-Nal,llr are the following from 
I. Luqaym al·'Ab.t. (Olhen say Qays b. Ba�r b. Tarlf was the author 
(68J).) 

My people be a ransom for the immonal man 
Who forced the Jewl toseule in a diJtant place.' 
They pass their .ielta with live coais of tamarisk. 
Instead of the young Ihooting palmi they have the bare hill.of 'Odl.1 
lf l am rightabout Muhammad 
You willscc hi, hon� between al-�al§ and Yaramram 
Making for 'Amr b. Buhtha. They are the enemy. 
(A friendly tribe iJ oot the same u an e\'il one.) 
On thcm are heroct, firebrands in WlIr, 
Bnndishing spean directed at their enemi�. 
Every finc sharp Indian blade 
Inherited from thc da)'s of 'Ad and Jurhum. 
Who will give Quraysh a message from me, 
For is there one honoured in glory after them? 

' In .l·Balidburi·. FMI�·1·8oJJh. �. Dc Gooeje. 'If .• tbls p"-re rud  . .. folknroo 
' • •  f""" lbnAbu.U.·id.frorn Mubommad b.loOlq�rnin .. God· . .. 'Ord''Tht.poil 
.... ichCodp,.., d .. . pootJ�fromt .... m".i.�.from B . • l.S.1I1r. ")'OUdidnot u..., ao'-.Jry . • •  • hom H� ,,·illo." H. "u,b. 'Mm 'bol i . ..... p<"CUlior to .M .poollo ond to none �Io<. So tho Ipoo .... d"ided i • •  �.he emi, .. n .. CII""l'.tbo.Sahl b.�I...,.,f ondAbolO\ojlna com. 
plained ofpov.ny .nd ... .... I ... � t  .... m ... mc: I  .. .s.l. ", ,,, Hi. word. '''f'he .poil wbic .. God 
.. v.,hc.pootl.fromt .... pcopl. ofth.to ... n.belon .. IOGod.ndHi • •  pood." tOlb • •  ndof 
thevo ... H ... y.,bi.i •• no.h.rdivl.ionbetwunMu.lim.""""rdin,toW .... Goddncribcd . 

It dOH no. n.., .... ri!y follow thot thi. i ... b.t !.!. wrol •. lhoulh , .... . rronl"mcnl of ..... 
"'"".ri.c.rtainlymo ... yot.mo.k. Thal rnayb< ductO.l.Dalidburi. On.hcot .... 'hand • 
.... ......,.ionof.h. ji>fl �miaran .. ( ..... ) _ m  . ... mtwhat ot .. nl". TIHo ud""ionof lhc An .. r ntoy ... ll ... vo bun irnoml byt .... lat.r ... ritor .. fomlfl "" bio pur-pooe. O" .... 
otho.hond. tlIcclumoyA .. bic'_min . ... holio ....... in . "' dou DOC .pp<o.. be ... TIHo 
d.lnpof·prn<:ribed'inlo 'dncribed' io""'anorolmioukc bul. miornclina·ndiDrid .... .. lly '  . ..... or"""ntl_ l'roof. tbot tnditicm in ... l' d.yo .... ..-ri" ... down. A """fuo.ion ������£3�§g1�::M::::ii:.miaht_nb< 
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That your brother Muhammad, and know it well, 
Isof that generousstockbetweenal-i:lajiin'and Zamzam. 
Obey him in truth and your fame wiU grow 
And you will attain the greatest heights. He is 

�r��e
�o
w���: :�;!;;�n

G�::e�ercy. 

�� �:�h� c�;:�!e �:t�::r. 0 Quraysh, 

The morning he attacked you with the Khazrajill, 
Obeying the Great and Honoured One, 
Helped by the Holy Spirit,a smiting his foes, 
A true apostle from the Compassionate on high; 

�h:���e t!:� Bt::n�:�::�o�:: n��
i
�:ft�:� 

book
. 

I st:e his power mounting on every hand 
In accord with God's decree (68i). 

Mentioning the deportation ofB. al-Na<;lir and the killing ofKa'b b 
al-Ashraf, 'A1isaid (685): 

:'��:;e �/s:,;��j::
t
ges fairly knoW!!. 

From the determined word, thesigns which came 
From God the Kind, the Most Kind, 

�h��
n
�eB���:d

A�r::: t�: ��::
e
�ne. 

:::t it;;:e !�
n
;t�::n�ng us, 

o you who foolishly threaten him 
\Vho came not in wickedness and was not overbearing, 
Do you not fear the basest punishment 
(He who has nothing to fear from God is not like him who lives in 

dread.)l 
:����

t J���r� ��
hroMl beneath his swords 

The day that God saw his insolence 
When he tumed aside like a refractory camel? 
And He sent dOWfi Gabriel with a gracious revelation 
To His servant ahout hiskiUing 
So the apostle secredy sent a messenger to him 
With a sharp cutting sword. 
Eyes wept copiously for Ka'b 

' A plocein l\teo;ao " i.e. G.briel ' Wben�.u.e readereneounto .. thil mi .... ble banolity ·A ;' no.th. """, u B'-th.re 
it." .umple inthe pn«<lini'p<IOm�be mll1be IURtha';I;' d .. productofu.e(o�of 
mucl> o(u.e p<lOttyO(thcSfrA. 
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When they learned that he was dead. 
They said to A!:tmad, 'Lea\'e UI awhile, 
For we arc not yet reoovered from weeping: 
i': I

h
u
e
b:��i�:m��h��!�li:��:,lkgone 

Hesent al-NaQir to a distantexile, 
They baving enjoycd a prosperous home 
To Adbri'U' riding pillion 
On e\'ery ulcerous worn-out camel they had. 

Sarrunlk the Jew answered him: 
If you boast, for itisa boast for you 
That you killed Ka'b b. ai-Ashraf 
The day that you compasscd hiJ death, 
A manwbo had Ihown neither treachery nor bad faith, 
Haply time and the change of fortune 
Will take revenge from 'thejuat and righteouaone" 
Forkilling al-NaQlr andtheir oonfcderates 
And for cutting downthe palmt, theirdatcs unpthered. 
Unlcss Idiewe will comeatyou withlancet 
And every Iharp aword that we have 
In the hand ofa brave man who protet:ts himself. 
Wben he meeu hiJ ad\'enary he kills him. 
With the army iJ $akhr and hiJ fellowi. 
When he atucks he is no wcakling 
Like a lion in Tarj' protecting hisoovert, 
Lord of the thickel, crusbing his prey, enonnous. 

Ka'b b. JI.1:tlikaaid 011 the same lubjcct: 

:g:� ��!��8�;��i
���

e�o��r;�gh their treachery, 

They had denied the mighty Lord 
\Vhote commandis greal. 
They had been given knowledge and understanding 
And a warner from God came to them, 
A truthful warner who brought a book 
With plain and luminous vtnlCS. 
TheYlaid, 'You've brought no true thing 
And you are more wonhy of God's disapproval! tban we: 
Hetaid,'Nay,but l'\,ebrought thetrutb, 
The wise and intelligent bclieve me, 
He who follows it will be rightly guidcd 

: �=:'orbeifll di.tx�� "mlllic ref.un« to th.P""'h.'. C. h"YI'4tI 
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Andthe disbe1ie\·(rth(f(in witlbe f(oom�nscd: 
And when they imbibed trnch(ry and unbdief 
And a\·(nion turn(d them from the truth, 

�;r
d 
�����e�e

�7�:n����t 
a
r:l

:nd view, 

He str(ngthened bim and ga\·e him power over th(m 
And ·WIlI hi, HeI�r, an exc(lIent HeJ�r1 
Ka'bwas!(ft prollratether(. 
After hit rail ::\'a4ir wllI hrought low. 
Sword in hand we CUt him down 
By Muhammad'i order when he sent secretly by night 
Ka'b'.brother, togo to Ka'b. 
He beguiled him and brought him down with gui[( 
Mai)mOd Will truslwonhy, bold. 
Those BlnO'I-KaQlr wercin e\'ileue, 
Th(yv.-ere destroyed for their crimes 
The dayth( apostle came to thcm v.ith an Inny 
WllkinglOftly III he looked at them. 
Ghassln the protectors wcre hishel�n 
Against the enemiet as he helped them. 

�;�;�s

'����e:��e:�� ��i;oah�e�:
' but they rcfuscd 

They tasted thc resulu ofthcir deed. in miscry, 
E\·erythf(e ofth(mshuedone nmeJ. 
Th(ywer( drh·enout and made for QaynuqJ'. 
Their palnu and houltS W(re abandoned. 

Sammlk the ](w answered him· 

I wu sleepless while deep car( was my guest 
On a night that made all othcrlscem short. 
I saw that all the rabbi' rejeeted him, 
Allofthemm(nof knowledg( and (x�rienl% 
Who used to study e\·e'1· Kienl% 
Of which the Law and Psalms do lpeak. 
Youlr.iUed Ka'bth( chief ofthe rabbis,1 
He whose ward was alway. safe 
He came down to Mai)mud hi. brother,' 
But l\hi)mud was harbouring a wicked design. 
He left him in his blood looking III though 
Saffron was flowing o'u his dothet. 
By your father and mine, 

' Ko'b,,-.. nothi...- o!'hckind. Hit r  •• hc ..... ofT.".i', thourh bi.mo.h .. I><Lonaed 
toB . •  I.!'\ao;Iir. C.n .hc fO'll",pouibly lla,.., conflitedh .... ... i.hKa·b.I_AtobIT1 

' Bu" he man·. """", ,,' .. Silkln {\\'. ,,.,I; ... a). It .h� forv<r n:fcrnn .. ,o MII''''mmad 
b. Mlilama, on� of 'h� ...... 'n., ",hom he .:.:>nfuted .. ·;'11 M.tomold b. M.tt ..... (W . •  58, 
71>9)1 
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When he fell al·NaQir fell also. 
If we stay safe we shall leave in revenge for Ka'b 
Men of yours with\'ultures cirding round them 
Aa though they were beasts Slcrifi.ccd on a fult day 
With none to say them nay, 
Wilhlwords that bonescannol relilt, 
Of finest Iteel and sharpened edge 
Liltethose youmct frombrnc $akhr 
At U�ud when you had no helper. 

'Abbb b. Mirdils, brother of B. Sulaym, praising the men of B. al· 
Na4ir, said: 

Had the people of the tettlcment not been dispersed 
You would ha\'e secn laughter and gaiety "'ithin it. 
By my life, shall I show you women in howdahs 
Which have gone to Shatlt and Tay'ab? 
Large.eyed likethe gaulles of Tablla; 
Maidens that would bewitch one calmed by much truck with women l' 
When one aeeking hotpitality came they would uy at-once 
Withfaceslike gold, 'Doubly wel�el 
The good that you aeekwill not be withheld. 

��'��n�ea�;� ��:t
g

07�i!��t�. �;'�um 
Nor ofl:luyayy b. Akhlab.' 

Khaw ..... lt b. Jubayr, brother of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, answered him' 
You weep bitterly over the Jewish dead and)'et you can see 
Those nearcr and dearcr to you if you want to weep. 
Why doyounotweepo'erthedeadin Urayniq'svalley 
And not lament loudly with sad face (o\'erothers)? 
When peace reigned with a friend you rejteted it. 
In rcligion an obstruction, in war a poltroon 
You aimcd at power for your people, secking 
Someone limilar thlt you might gctgloryand \·ictory. 
When you wanted to give praise you went 
To one whom to praise is falsehood and shame. 
You got what you dcservcd and you did not find 
One among them to say Welcome to you 
Why did you not praise people whose kings 
Built up their standing from ancient fame, 
A tribe who became kings and were honoured 1 
None leeking food wu e\'er found hungry among them. 
Such are more worthy of praise than Jews; 
In them you sec proud glory firmly cstablished. 

' Or.r<.II.pl. ·.dignified In.nof ur<ri�nc" 
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'Abbas b, i\1irdas al-Sulamianswered him: 

Ka'bb, M;lJik (68s) answered him: 
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And Ka'b chief of the peoplt died a disappointed man. 
Away with B. Nac.lirand thtir like 
Whether the rcsult be victory or God (686).' 

TilE RAIO OF DIIATU'L-RIQA' 
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Mul)irib and n. Tha'iaba of Chalaf�n (687). until he stopped at Nakhl. 661 
This Wall the raid of OMtu·I-Riq�·. There a large force of Ghalafan Wall 
encountered. The two forces appr�ched one another, but no fighting =r���.!: ;�c:'i���:! 

�:n�
ther. The apostle led the prayer of fear; 

IT. Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al-Zubayr and Muhammad b. 'Abdu'l- T. '45<* 
Ral)mln from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr from Abu Hurayra: We went with the 
apostle to Najd until al OhJtu'l-Riqi' he mel a number of Ghalilln. 
There was no fighting because the men were afraid of them. The prayer 
of fear came down' and he divided hil companiona into two sections, one 
facing Ihe enemy and the other behind the apostle. The apostle cried 
'Allah akbar,' and so did they all. Then-he bowed with those behind him, 
and he and they prostrated themaclves. When they Itood erect they walked 
backwards to tbe ranb of their companiona and theothers retumed and 
prayed one bow. Then they stood erect and the apostle prayed one bow 
with them and they sat. Those who were facing the enemy came back and 
prayed the second bow and all sat and the apostle united them with the 
aalim, and gave them the Muslim greeting.)1 (688) 

\Amr b. 'Ubayd from al·l;!asan from JAbir b. 'Abdullah told me that a 663 
man of B. Mul]�rib called Ghaurath said to hia people of Gha!afln and 
MulJiirib, 'Shali l kill Muhammad foryoul' They encouraged him to do 
so and asked him how he proposed to carry out his deaign. '-Ie said that 
he would take him by lurpri.se; so he went to the apostle as he was sitting 
with his sword in hi. lap, and asked to be allowed to look at it (�). The 
apostleg1lve it to him and he drew it and began to brandish it intending 
to Itrike him, but God frustnted' him. He said, 'Aren't you .fnid of me, 
Muhammadr 'No, why should I bel' 'Aren't you afraid of me when I 
have a sword in my hand I' 'No, God will prOtect me from you.' Then he 
returned the apoatJe's sword to him. God sent down, '0 you who believe, 
remember God'a favour to you when a people purpoacd to lay hands on 
you and he turned their hands away from you. Fear God and on God let 
the believers rely.'! 

Yazid h. Rumln told me that thu came down in reference to 'Amr b. 
' i.e.we hl,..,nothinlr bu'ourhopcinOod • So,.. 4. '01(. 
· Scc funher£.I., .rt.'�l1 •• p. ,ou.. T. here nol .. .  ha, , ... ." i. ln irTKOnCit.ble di/Jcr_ 

m<:<! in nsditKm • •  ndp� lOdal .. iu, .hcproblem el�where. I.II."" p",babI1 
om;ne.j''''' "IO.., beeouK of.he con8ic. inu-.di,ion 

' Or, ' b>ocUd him down' 
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Wahb b. Kaysiln from Jabir b. 'Abdullah said: I went out with the 
apostle tothe raid of Dhltu'I-Riq3'ofNakhl on an old feeble �amet of mine. 
On the way back the rompany kept going on while I dropped farther 
behind until the apottleovertook me and asked me what the trouble was. 
I told him that my camel was k�ping me back, and be told me to make it 
kn�l. I didsoand the lpostle made hiscamelkn�land then said, 'Gi\'e 
me this stick you are holding' or 'Cut me I stick from a tree.' He took it 
and prodded the beast with it a few times. Then he told me to mount and 
off we went. By Him who scnt him with the truth my (old) camel kept up 
with the rapid pace of his she-camel 

As we were tllking, the apostle asked me if I would sell him my camel. 
I said that I would give him it, but he insisted on buying it, so I asked him 
to make me an offer. He !laid he would gh'e me a dirham. I refused and 

� said that would be cheating me. Then he offered two dirhams and I It ill 
rcfuscdand the apostle went on raising his offer until it amoumed to an 
ounce (of gold). When I asked him ifhe was really satisfied he said that he 
was and I said the camel was his. Then he asked me if I were married; 
then was she a \'irgin or a woman previously married? I told him Ihe had 
bcen married beforc and hesaid,'Nogirlso that you rouldsport togcthcrl' 
Itold him lhatmy father had�n killed atUl,lud lcavingscven daughters 
and I had married a motherly woman who could look after them efficiently. 
He said, 'You ha\'e done well, if God will. Had we come to $irir' we 
would ordercameb to bcslaughtered and llaythere for the day and she 
would hearaboUl usand .hakethe dustoffher cushions.' I said, 'But by 
God we have no cushions!' J-Ie said, 'But you will have. When you return 
bchavewiscly.' When we gOt to $irar the apoatleordered the camels to be 
Blaughtered and we stayed there for the day. At night the apostle went 
home and !IO did we. I told the woman the news and what the apostle had 
said to me. She said 'Lookalh-e and do what he tells you.' Inthe morning 
I led away the camel and made it kncel at theapo!ltle's door. Then I sat 
inside the mosque hard by. Hecameoutandsawi\ andaskedwhat itWlS, 
and they told him it was the camel which I had brought. He asked where [ 
was and I was summoned to him. He aaid, '0 IOn of my brother, take away 
your camel for it il yours,' and be called Bilal and told him to gi\"e me an 
ounce of gold. He did 10 and added a little more. By God it rontinued 
to thrive with me and its effect on our household could be seen until it ����

.
�ecently in the misfortune which befell us, meaning the day of 

[My uncle]' $adaqa b. Yasar from 'Aqil b. J3bir from Jabir b. 'Abdullah 

' A .pot .boull"l'ftmilnff<lmM�;1'I& 
• Wha> M�ino .. bcll� opino' y ... id b. M,,·h.iyo. · Thia  .... rd·_ilnot;"T:·�ruion. A.O" . .. fI;t;l. miltakebec."IC uu.mon 

$odoq . ..... . Kh"1tl ... ho l;v� ;n Mecco, ond .. u nol l.l:lunclc:. lI"odd, .I>,,, Abol o,'\ld [i.�. a].Sijiallnl, .",hor or the S��""J W(.I"ld 1101 MV<' it IMI h. wu 1.1:. uncle 
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a1_AntJrl P.id: We went with the apostle on the raid ofDhitu'I-Riqi' of 
Nuhl and a man killed the wife of one of the polytheists. When the 66$ 
apostle was on his way back her husband, who had been away, retume? 
and heard the newlI ofher death. He swore that he would not rest unhl 
he had taken \'engeance on Muhammad's companions. He went off follow
ingthe track of the apostle, who when he halted asked that someone should 
kecp watch during the night. A Muhijirand an AntJ,rl voluntecred and he 
told them to stay in the mouth of the pass, the apostle and hill wmpanions 
hiving halted lower down the pus (6c)o). 

When lhet�'O hadgone IOlakeup theirposilions theAn!}iriaskedthe 
Muhljirl whethe-rhe would preferto w11tch for the first or the second part 
of the night. He said that he would like to be relievcd of the first part and 
lay down and went to sleep, while the An��ri stood up to pray. The man 
who had been following them perceiving the figurc ofthe man on guard 
and recognizing him for what he was, shot him with an arrow. The guard 
pulled it out and laid it down and remained Itanding. He shot him a 
..eoond :md a Ihird time, and each timc he pulled out the arrow and laid it 
down. Then he bowed and pTOllttated himsdf. Only then did he wake his 
wmpanion, uying, 'Sit down, for I have been wounded.' But he leapt up, 
and when the man uw the two of them he knew that they were aware of 
him and fled. When the Muhijiri saw the An�lI.rl flowing with blood hc 
uid 'Good gracious, why didn't you wake me the first time you were hitl' 
He replied, 'I was reading a sriTa and I did not want to stop until I had 
finished it. When the Ihooting wntinued I bowed in pra)'cr and woke you. 
ByGod,unless l were tolosc a post which theapostiehad ordcred meto 
hold he amid have killed me before I would break off my reading until I 
had fin.ished the sriru (6qI).' 

When the apostle c..me to Medina after this taid he stayed there for tht 
rest of lumid�'I-iila, Jumi1d�'I-�khira, and Rajab. 

THE L ... ST EXPEDITION TO O ... DR, .... 1I. 4 

In Sha'bin he went forth to Dadr to kecp his appointment with Abii SufYin 
andlloppedthere(6cjz). 

He ltayed there for eight nighll waiting forAbii Sufyln. Abu Sufyin 
with the men of Mecca went as far as Majanna in the area of (T. Murr) 
al-Z,ahrln. Somc people lly hc reached (T. passcd through) 'Usfan; then 
he decided to go back. He told the Quraysh that the only suitable ycar was 
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mUlt return with him. And so they did. The Meccans called them 'the 
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his appointment Ma.khshiy b. 'Arnr al-Oamri, who had made an agreement 
with him concerning B. Oamra in the raid of Wadd:ln, came to him and 
asked him ifhe had com� to meet Ouraysh by this watcr. He said, 'Yes, 0 
brother of B. Oamra; nevertheless, if you wish we will cancel the aITllnge_ 
ment between U8 and then fight you until God decide between us.' He :��

:
�red, 'No, by God, Muhammad, we do not 'wanl anything of Ihe 

AB he runained waiting for Abli Sufyln, Ma'bad b. Abu Ma'bad aI
Khu%3.'i passed by. He had seen where the apostle was as his she-camel 
passed swiftly by and he llllid 

!�� �e�a!::����� ���;i�e
o� ����:t:�: 

Hastening in theancienl religion of her fathers. 
She made the water of Oudayd' my meeting-place 
And the water of Oajn;tnl \\;11 be hers tomorrow. 

'Abdullah b. Raw�a �d concerning this: (693): 
We arranged 10 meel Abli Sufyln at Badr, 
But we did not find him true to his promise. 
I swear if you had kept your word and met us 

�;
e
u 

h:����t ��:::����i:b�:r���:a\\:��o��/:u: nearest kin. 

And 'Amr Abu Jah! we IHt lying there. 
You disobeyed God's apostle-disgusting your religion 
And your evil state that's allaMray. 
If you reproaeh me I say 
My wealth and people bethe apostle's ransoml 
We obey him treating none among us as his equal 
He is our guiding light in the darkness of the night. 

l:Iasslnb. Thibit said concerning that: 
You can say good-bye 10 Syria's running streams, 
FO;

n
i��I��= are swords like mouths of pregnant camels that feed 

In the hands of men who migrated 10 their Lord, 
In the hands of His true helpers and the angels too. 
If they go to Ihc lowland of the aandy vatley 
Say to them: 'Thig is not the road.'J 
We stayed by the shallow well eight nights 
With a large well-equipped force with many camels,' 
With e\"erydark bay its middle haJr its size 

, O"d .. yd ..... nnr M«<I> 
· 1,).,jnln i •• """,n.ainin .h< Tih£ma .bou\on�poo.fromM«a. 
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��::�I�: ��eJo�;f�;1 feet 
Uprooting the wnual herbs. 
Hon ourjoumeyings we meet FUrit b. l;Iayytn 
He will becomedeath'l hostage. 

�i;·�I��
e
}a?:�i�·�:::'�i�r �;i��

fter 

Take AbU Sufylln a message from me 
For you art the best ofa had lot, 

Abu Sufyin b. al-1:Iarith b. 'Abdu'I-MUt\alib answered him· 

?I��ha�:.e°!:t:�d:��:�:,,:oman
, 

That young gazdles could noteacapc betwccn us 
Had theyfkd from us swiftly one after the other.' 
When we left our h:a1ting-place yoU would have thought it 
Dunged by the crowds at a fair. 
You stayed by the shallow well wanting UI 
And you left us in the palm-groves hard by. 
Our hones and cameis walked on the cropa 
And what they trod on they drove into the soft.and. 
We stopped threc days betwcen Sal' and Filri'� 
With splcndid stccds and swift camels. 
You would havc thought fighting people besidc their ttnU 
Was as casy as buying lead for money. 
Don'tdescribe yourfine ho�, but .peak ofthem 
As one who holdsthcm firmly lnck. 
You rejoice in thcm, but that is thc rightof othen, 
Thc horsemcn ofthesonlof Fihr b. Mtlik. 
You ha\·e no part in the migratio� though you mention it 
And do nOt observe the prohibitions of ill religion (&J.4). 

THE R ... ID ON DOMATU'L-J ... NDAL, .... H. S 
The apostle returned to Medina and stayed there some months until 
Dhu'I-I�ijj)l had passed. This was the fourth year of his sojourn in Medina 
and the polytheists were in chargc of the pilgrimage. Then he raided 
Dumatu'I-Jandal (6gs)· 

Then he returned, not having reached the place, without fighting, and 
lIayed in Medina for the rest of the year. 

, ... ccordin,'o .... commrn ... or.M ...... nin,it'ho . .... ,'fo'"w .. .., larye tha  • •  ho 
,. •• ll •• co .. Ld ""' '''''p''.h.m. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE DITCH,' A.H. 5 

660) Thlt took place in Shawwll, A.H. 5. Yuid b. Ruman, dient of the famil y  
ofal.Zubayr b. 'Urwa b. al.Zubayr, and one whom I have no reason !o 
IUSpect from 'Abdullah b. Ka'b b. MUik, and Muhammad b. �'b al· 
Qurqi, and al·Zuhri, and 'AlJim b. 'Umar b. Qatada, and 'Abdullah b. 
Abu Bakr and other traditionists ofoura told me the following narrative, 
each contributing a part of it: 

A number of Jews who had fonned a party against the apostk, among 
whom were Sallllm b. Abu'I-I:Juqayq aI-Nao;lri, and Huyayy b. Akhtab aI· 
Nao;lri and Kiowa b. Abu'I.Huqayq al-NaQrI, and Haudha b. Qays aI. 
Wi'iII, and AbU 'Ammlr al-Wl'ili with a number of B. al-NaQir and B. 
Wl'il went to Quraysh at Mecca and invited them to join them in an attack 
on the apostle so that they might get rid of him altogether. Quraysh said, 
'You, o Jewa, are the first scripture people and know the nature of our 
dillputewithMuharruruld. Is our religion the bc:stor is his?, Theyreplied 
that certainly their religion was better than his and they had a better daim 
to be in the right. (Itwaa about themthat Godsent down, 'Haveyounot 
considered those to whom a pan of the scripture wu given who believe ill 
idols and false deities and say to those who disbelieve, These are more 
rightly guided than those who believe 1 These are they whom God hath 
cursed-and he whom God haa curud you will find for him no helper' as 
far as His words, 'Or are they jealous of men because of what God from 
His bountyhas brought to them?' i.e. proph�y. 'We gave the family of 
Abraham the ICripture and wisdom and we gave them a great kingdom and 
some of them believed in it and some of them turned from it, and hell Ui 
sufficient for (their) buming.')' 

These words rejoiced Ouraysh and they responded gladly to thcir invita· 
tion to fight the apostle, and they assembled and made their preparations. 
Then that company of Jews went off to Ghatafln of Qays 'Aylln and 
invited them to fight the apostle arfd told them that they would act wit h 
them and that Quraysh had followed their lead in the matter; so they too 
joined in with them(T. and agreed to what they suggested) 

670 Quraysh marched under the leaderahip of Abu Sufyiin b. Harb; and 
Ghatafiin led by Uyayna b. l:Ii�n b. Hudhayfa b. Badr with B. Fazlra; and 
aI-l:Ilrith b. 'Auf b. Abu l:Iaritha al·Murri with B. Murra; and Mis'ar h. 
Rukhayla b. Nuwayra b. Tarif b. Su]:lma b. 'Abdullah b. Hilal b. Khalawa 

��I�:!�' �:n�ayth b. Gha\afln with those of his people from Ashja' who 

When the aposde heard of their intention he drew a trench about Medina 
and worked at it himself encouraging the Muslims with the hope of reward 
in heaven. The Muslims worked very hard with him, but the disaffected 
hdd bacJr. from them and began to hide their real object by working slacJr.ly 
and by atealing away to their families without the apostle's pennission or 

' n... .lOrycomeo fftlm l.l. bJ _1 ofol-BaW·; and l.ll · S  ..... 4. 54f. 
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knowledge. A Muslim who had to attend to �n urgent m.att�r would ask 

::,� :"��;
�
n:'�:�::u:� �t:�nd 

t:O
I�I: !:��\:n:a;�:� �:� ��ri: 

desire to do what WaJI right and his rcspect for the same. So God sent 
down concerning those believen: 'They only are the believen who belie\'e 
in God and His apostle and when they are with him on a common work do 
not go away without asking his permission. Those who ask thy perm is· 
.ion are they who believe in God and His apostle. And if they ask thy 

:�:���?8 �:�o�U;!��e:.
th��, 
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came do\\'Il concerning those MU$lims who dcsired the good and respected 
it, and obeyed God and His apostle. 

Then God said of the disaffected who were stealing away from the work 
and leaving it wiloout Ihe prophet's permission. '00 not Ireat the call of 
the apostle among you as ifit were one of you ealling upon another. God 
knows those of you who steal away 10 hide themseh·cs. Let those who 
conspire to disobey his order beware Icst trouble or a painful punishment 
befall thern' (696). 'Verily 10 God belong heaven and earth. He knows 6,. 
what you are doing' the man who speah the tl1.lth and the man who lies 
'And (He knows) the day they will be returned to Him when He will tell 
them what they did, for God knows all things.' 

Thc Muslims worked at the trench until they had finished it, and they 
made a jingle about one of the Muslims called Ju'ayl whom the apostle 
had named 'Amr, saying, 

He changed his name from Ju'ayl to 'Amr 
And was a help to the poor man that day. 

When they came to the word 'Amr the apostle laid "Amr', and when they 
came to'help'he said 'help'.' 

I hne heard lOme stories about the digging of the trench in which there 
is an example of God'ijustifying His aposde and confirming his prophetic 
office, things which the Muslims saw with their eyes. Among thelle stories 
ie one that I ha\'e heard that Jlbir b. 'Abdullah used to relate: When they 
were working on the trench a ]arge rock causcd great difficulty, and they 
complained to Ihe apostle. He called for lOme water and spat in it; then 
he prayed u God willed him to pray; then helprinkled the v.'lIter on the 
rock. ThOBe who were present said, 'By Him who sent him a prophet with 
thetl1.llh it wu pu]verized as though it were 10ft sand so that it could not 
reaist :u:eor shovel.' 

Sa'!d b. Mini told me that he was told that a daughter of Bashlr b. Sa' d, 
mttt of al-Nu'mAn b. Bash!r, laid: 'My mother 'AnlT� d. Raw�J:ta called 67� 
me and gave me a handful of dat« which she put in my garment and told 
me to take them 10 my father and my uncle 'Abdullah b. Rawilha for their 

' Sara a,., h  
a Tbeprophe'l t:atne u,  .. iththe,hymin ... omofeaeh hemlotieh. 
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food. As I went off looking for them I paued the apostle who called me 
and uked me what I had. When I told him that I "'115 taking the datel 10 
my father and my uncle he told me 10 give them 10 him. So I poured 
them inlo his hand. but they did not fill them. Then he called for a gar
ment which was laid out for him and threw the dales upon it 10 Ihat they 
were scattered on it. Then he told the men 10 .ummon the diggers 10 
lunch, andwhentheycametheybeganto eatandthe datcswcnton increas
jng until they tumed away from them and they wtre still falling from the 
ench ofthe garmenl.' 

On the same authority I was told: We worked with the apostle al the 
trench. Now lhada little ewenot fullyfattened and l thought itwouldbe 
a good Ihing to dress il for the apostle, 30 I told my wife to grind aome 
barley and makeaomebrcad for Ul, and I killed the sheep and we roasted 
it for the apostle. When night came and the apostle wu about to leave the 
trench-for we used to work at it all day and go home in the evening-I 
told him that we had prepared brcad and mUlion for him and that I shoul d 
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my house. I said, 'To God we belong and to Him we return I" Howe\'er. 
he and the other mcn came and when he had sat down we produced the 
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67] the diggclll tumedfromit. 
I was told that Salmin al·Firisl uid: I wu working with a pick in the 

trench where a rock ga\'e me much trouble. The apostle who wat near at 
hand IIW mc hacking and saw how difficult the place was. He dropped 
down into the trench and took the pick from my hand and gave auch a 
blow that lightning showed beneath the piek. This happened a second and 
a third time. I said: '0 you, dearer than father or mother, what is the 
meaning of this light beneath your pick as you striker' He said: 'Did you 
really see that, Salm.lin? The fillli means that God has opened up to me 
the Yaman ; thesccond Syria and the west; and the third the east.' One 
whom I do not suspect told me that Abii Hurayl'2 used to say when theu 
countriea were conquered in the time of 'Umar and 'Uthm.lin and after, 
'Conquer where you will, by God, you have not conquered and 10 the :

f
�:::��n

t
:a���:;;;!��� conquer a city who!IC keys God had not given 

When Ihe apostle had finished the trench, Qurayah came and encamped 
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and the people of Tih.lima. Ghatafln too came with their followelll from 
Najd and halted at Dhanab Naqrni towards the direction of U\.lud. The 
aJlOfltle and the Muslims came OUI with three thousand men having Sal' at 
theirback.s. I-Iepilched his camp there with the uench between him and 

I A piou.ud.ma,ionin mi.fo.tun .... 
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10 that they dashed through it and carried them into the swampy ground 
between the trench and Sal'. 'Ali with some Muslims came out to hold the 

�� ��:�e:�:o�:r �:d:�:e�:!��:.
a

�,:: ����;:�����:� 
fought at Badruntil he was disabled by wounds,an d s o h e had not been at 
UQud. At the battle of the Trench he came out wearing a distinguishing 
marktoshowhis rank,and whenhe andhis contingent stopped he chal. 
lenged anyone to fight him. 'Ail accepted the challenge and said to him: 
"Amr, you swore by God that if any man of Quraysh offered you two 
altemstives you would accept one of them l' 'Yes, I did: he said. 'All 
replied,'Then I invite you to God and His apostle and to Islam: He said 
that he had no Ule for them. 'AlTwent on, 'Then I cali on you to dis· 
mount.' He replied, '0 son of my brother, I do not want to kill you.' 'Ali 
said, 'But I want to kill you.' This so enraged 'Arm that he got off his 678 
horse and hamstrung it and (T. or) beat its face; then he adVllncedon 'Ali, 
and they fought, the one circJing round the other. 'Ali killed him and their 
cavalryfled,bunting headlong inftightacrossthe trench. 

ar!::�:::�::��� :'�p���e;���::::l:o ����i:��t
h�;o�:t� I.��. ii. 

to sit down, for it was 'Arm. Then 'Amr repeated his challenge taunting 
them and saying, 'Where is your garden of which you say that those you 
lose in battle will enteritl Can't you send a man to fight mel' Again 'Ali ::
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�d again he told him to lit 

I've become hoarse from shQuting. 
Isn't there one among thc lot of you who'll atIlIwer my challenge 1 

��v�il:t� ���:;�� �r��:t��� ;:::;:;,on 

I've always hastened to the front 
Before the fight begins. 
Bra\'ery and generO$ity are in truth 
The best qualities of a warrior. 

'Ali asked the prophet's permission to fight him, even if he were 'Amr, 
and he let him go. He marched towards him saying the while: 

Don't be in a hurry. No weakling 
Has come to answer your challenge. 
A man of resolution and foresight 
Truth is the refuge of the successful. 
I hope to make the keening women 
Busy m'er your corpse 
Through the hlow of a spear 
Whose memory williallt while fights are talked of. 

'Arnr asked him who he was, and when he told him he said: 'ut it be 
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one of your uncles who is older than you, my nephew, for I don't want to 
&hedyour blood.' 'All answered, 'But I do want to shed your blood.' He 
became angry, and drcw his sword which flashed like fire, and advanccd in 
hit anger (it i, Jaid that he was mounted). 'All Jaid to him, 'How can I 
fight you when you are on a horse? Dismount and be on I lcvel with me.' 
So hc got off his horse and amcat him and 'Aliad\'anccd with his shield 
'Arnr aimed I blow which cut deeply into the shield so that the sword 
stuck in it and Itruck his head. But 'Ali gave him I blow on the \'ein It the 
baseofthc ntckand he fell to the ground, The dust rose and the apollie 

S.U.191 hcard the cry, 'Allah Akbar' and knew that 'All had killed him, [Suhayli 
continues:] As he ame towards the spostle smiling with joy 'Umar asked 
him if he had llripped him of his annour, for it was the be1t that could be 
found among the Arabi. He answered: 'When I had struck him down he 
tumedhisprivltcpartJtowardsme andlfcltashamedto dcspoilhimand 
morcover he had Jaid thlt he did not want to shed my blood becaUK my 
father was a friend of hi • .'j' 

T.1476 IT, With 'Amr were killed two men, Munabbih b. 'Uthmln b. 'Ubayd 
b. II-Sabb�q b. 'Abdu'I-D�r who "''Ill hit by an arrow Ind died in Mecca; 
and of B. Makh:tum Naufal b. 'Abdullah b. al-Mughira who had stormed 
the trench and rolled down into it and they stoned him. He caHed out, '0 
Arabs, Death is beller than this,' so 'All went down to him and dispatched. 
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price they would fetch, and it wu their affair; and he left tbem a free 
hand.] 

'Ali laid concerning that: 

In his folly he fought for the stone pillars' 
While 1 fought for the Lord of Muhamnud rightly. 
I rejoiced when I left him prone 
Like a ttump bctwcen Jand and rock.s. 
I forbore to l..kehis gannenuJ 
Though had 1 bcen the vanquished he would have taken mine. 
Do Mt imakine, you confederatea, that God 
Willdesen His religion and His prophet (701). 

'Thisinciden' itropontdbyl.H .• Suh .• I.S.Nit .• andal_MI_rdl, 6.4.ollo(thcm 
.. y;nlltiuo.i . ", •• no'uporttdbyI.H.in'hc(onnriven.bon.I.S.N .. .. Y"i' ..... ...,'in 

,h.riw4ygof.I_Il.kll'i. Mlw.rdlldd"hedecail.{g)d\.l"ho,h,..,., chall.nKnof'Amrwe.e 
iMlltdonth_luu:euivedlyl;(b)tiuo.hlOealltdou,toMuh,ommad. Hi.veraionoemu ... bccMoriainol ... 'bcreit ......... poin.in 'ho\.lW\t: ·Wha.'.'ho ............. bennooco(you 
w i l lo dvancctolflhiornnordfromhioLord(bybrinlkilltd)o.omd onenemy ... beUI' H •• ndo:"Tboyrin:ltd"",nd.ta<:hocM •• n d.tho:dut'r oocood!o.irhid,hcmfromliah •. Wh.oicd •• R<ilwl"he"' ...... 'AII.,.;pi ... hio • ...,rd .... ·Amr'.prmen ... ndho ... .... in,' 

MI ..... r<!1 took ,hi. from. wrinenooun:.,beau", h ... ,.. tiuo,I.H. n"n .. d ,h •• lOry In h i o  M",Iwbf. 
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'Ikrima b. Abii Jahl threw away his spear as he was running from 'Amr, 
so l;lasdnb.TM.bitllllid· 

AI he fled he threw his spc:ar to us. 
Perhaps, 'Ikrima, you have not doneluch a thing bcforer 
�youturncd yourback youran like anostrich 

Turning neither to right nor Icft. 
Youdidn'l turn yourbac.k ua human being would. 
The bac.k of your nttk was like a young hyaena'I<7o:.t). 

AbO !.ayli 'Abdullah b. Sahl b. 'Abdu'I.Ra!:lmin b. Sahl al.Antirl, 
brolherofB. l;Iiritha,tald me that 'A'isha was in Ihe fort ofB. l;Iaritha o n 
that day. It was oneof the.trongest forts of Medina. The mother of Sa'd 

b. Mu'idh was with her. 'A'i.ha Baid: 'This was before the veil had been 
impoaed upon UI. Sa'd went by wearing a coat of mail so short that the 
whole of his forearm wu ell'posed. He hurried along carrying a lance, 679 
aaying lhe while, 

Wail a liltle! Let l;Iamal' sec the fight. 
What mallert death when the lime is righl? 

Hi, mOlher Baid, "Hurry up, my boy, for by God you are late." I lIlIid 10 
her, "I wish that Sa'd'. coat of mail were longer than it is",for I wuafra id 
for him where the arrow aClualJy hit him. Sa'd was shot by an arrow 
which se,'ered the vein of his arm. The man who Ihot him, according 10 
what ' Atim b. 'Umar b. Oatlda lold me, was l;Iibbln b. Oays b. al.'Ariqa,' 
one of B. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy. When he hit him he said, "Take that from me, 
the .on of al.'Ariqa."J Sa'd lIIid to him, "May God make )'our race Iweat 
('arraq) in hell. o God,iflhe","rwithQuraysh il lobe prolonged Ipart 
me for it, for there is no people whom I ",.,ntto fighl more than thoae who 
inlulted your aposde, OIlled him a liar, and drove him out. o God,seeing 
that you have appointed war between us and them grant me martyrdom 
and do not let me die until I have seen my desire upon B. Ouray;a." 

, 

One whom I do not suspect told me from 'Abdullah b. Ka'b h. Milik 
that he u&ed to Illy: The man who hit Sa'd that day was AbO UJimaal
Juahaml, an ally of B. Makhziim. This Abo Ulima composed an ode 
lbout it v.ith reference to 'Ikrima b. AbO Jahl: 

o 'Ikrima, why did you blame me wMn you said 
KMlidbe yourransom in the foruofMedina? 
Ami not he who inAicted a bloody wound on Sa'd? 

The vein where the elbow bends gulhed with his blood. 
Sa'd died of it and the grey.haired matrons 
And the high.breuted virgins made loud lamentation. 
You are the one who prolccteci him when 'Ubayda' -'..�n��::;':.trt;:�������"""landJamal.andthc ....... 
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Called all of them in his streu, ��a�:��: S;�;
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God knows best looUt that'(703). 
680 Ya!:tyii b. 'Abbld b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father 'Abbld told 

me as follows: $afiya d. 'Abdu'I-l\fu\lalib was in Hri', the fort of f:lasdn 
b. Thabit. She said: 'I�assln was with UI there with the women and 
ehiJd�n, when a Jew came along and began. to go round the fort. The D. 
0u1'3}';a had gont to ... nr and cut our communic::uions with tht apoatle, 
and there was nOontto protect us while the aposde and the Muslims were 
at the enemy's throats unable to lea\·e them to come to us if anyone turned 
up. I toldUassan that he oould see thit Jew going round the fort and I 
feared that he would discover our wtakness and inform theJewa who were 
in our rear while the apostle and his oompanions were too occupied to 

help us, so he must go down and kill him. "God forgive you," heaaid. 
"You know quite well that 1 am not the man to do that." When he said 
that and I aawthat no help WIS 10 be expected from him I girded myselP 
and took a dub, and went down to him from the fort abo\·e and hit him 
with the club until I killed him. This done I went back to the fort Ind told 
l�assan to go down and strip him: I coul4;lot do it myself because he was 
I man. He said, "I have no need to strip him, Bint 'Abclu'I-Munalib." 'J 

& God has described,' the apostle and hil companions remained in fear 
and difficulty when the enemy came on them from above and below. Then 
Nu'aym b. l\1as'lld b. 'Amir b. Unlyf b. Tha'laba b. Qunfud b. Hilal b. 
Khalawa b. Ashja'b. Rayth b. Ghatafln came to the apostle saying that he 
had become a Muslim though his own people did not know of it,  and let 

68. him give him wh.t orden he would. The apostle said: 'You are only one 
man among us, lOgo and awake distrust among the enemy to draw them 
off us if you can, for war is deceit.' Thereupon Nu'aym went off to B. 
QUr3Ha with whom he had been a boon companion in heathen days, and 
reminded them of his .ffection for them and of the special tie between 
them. When they admitted that they did not suspect him he said: 'Quraysh 
and Gha�afln are ootlike you: the land is your land, your property, )·our 
win:s, and your children are in it; you cannOt lea\'e it and go aomewhere 
else. Now QUTa)'1h and Gha�afan have come to fight Muhammad and his 
companions and you have aided them .gainst him, but their land, their 

, Or. Ka<iin, "'Q".�6, ·mod. off '0 """id ,,,,,,bl.· • 
• Or, rudink.'lo;a.'u.·f .... nN my v.il" • 
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property, and th
.
eir wives �re not here, so they are not like you. Hthey 

ICC an opportumty they Will make the most of it; but if things go badly 
Ihey will go back tothcirown land and Jeave you to face the man in your 
country and you will not be able 10 do so if you are left alone. So do not 
fight alon� �Ih these people unlil you talr.e hO$ta� from Iheir chief. who 
will rematn In your hands I!J aecurity that they WIll fight Muhammad with ��

i
�

e
�til you make an end of him: The le","S &aid Ihat this was excellent 

Then he went to Quraysh and &aid to Abu Sufyln b. Barb and his 
company: 'You know my affection for you and Ihat I hne left Muhammad. 
Now I have heard something which I think it my duty 10 tell you of by ..... ay 
of waming, hut regard it as confidential.' When theyaaid that they would, 
he continued: 'Mark my words, Ihele\\"S have regretted their action in 
oppoting Muhammad and have sent 10 tell him so, &aying: "Would you 
like ua to get hold of some chiefs of the twO tribes Ouraysh and Gh.tafln 
and hand Ihem over 10 you 110 that you can cut their head8 offl Then we 
can join you in extenninating the restof thern: Heha.saentwordb.ckto 
accept their offer; so if the}ew. aend to you to demand hoslages, don't 
tend them a .ingle man.' 

Then he went to Ghatafln and nid: You are my stock and my family, 
the dearest of men to me, and I do not Ihink that you canllUSpect me.' 
They agreed that he was above IUlpicion and so he told the same.tory as 68� 
he had told Qur.ysh. 

On the night of the sabbath of Shawwll A.H. 5 it came about by God'. 
action on behalf of His aposde that Abu Sufyln and Ihe chiefll of Ghatafln 
tent 'Ikrima b. Abu lahl to B. Qurana with some of their number "ying 
thit they had no permanent camp, that the horses and came!,were dying; 
therefore they mu.t make ready for battle and make an end of Muhammad 
once and for alL They replied that it was the sabbath,a dayon which they 
did nothing, ano it was well known what had happened to those of their 
people who had violated the sabbalh. 'Moreover we will not fight Muham
mad along with you until you give us hostages whom we can hold I!J 
aerutity unlil we make an end of Muhammad; for we fear that if the 
battle goes againttyou and you.ufferheavilyyou will wllhdraw at once to 
your country and Jeave us while the man is in our country, and we cannot 
face him alone.' When the mc:ssengen retumed with their reply Quraysh 
and Ghatafln aaid (T. Now you know) thai what Nu'aym told )"Ou i. the 
truth; so send to B. Qunyp. that we will not gh·e them a single man. and 
if they want to light let Ihemcome out and fight. Having received this 
message B. Ouray:r.a aaid: 'Whal Nu'aym told you il the truth. The people 
are bent on fighting and if they get an opponunity Ihey will take advantage 
ofit;but if they do not they will withdnw to Iheirown country and lea\· e 
us to face this man here. So send word to them thaI we will not fight 
Muhanunad wilh them unlil they give us hoslages.' Qunysh and Ghalafln 
refused 10 do so. and God sowed distrust between them, and sent a bitter 
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�et�ni: the winter nights which upset their cooking-pots 

When the aposdelearned of their dispute and how God had broken up 
their aUiance he called l;Iudhayfa b. al·Yamln and sent him 10 them to 
see what the anny was doing at night. 

683 Ynid b. Ziy3d told me from Muhammad b. Ka'b b. al-Qura:fI: A man 
of Kufasaid to l;Iudhayfa, 'Did you really tee the apostle and were you his 
companion l' When he replied Yel, he asked what they uscd to do, and he 
�id(hattheyusedtoliveahardlife. Hcaaid,'ByGod,ifwehad lived in 
his day we would not have allowed him to tet foot on the ground, but 
would havccarried him on our shoulders.' l;Iudhayfa said, 'I canaceu, 
with the apostle at the trench as he pra)'ed fora part of the night and the n 
turned to us and said,"Whowill getup andsee for us what the army il 
doing and then retum-the apostle Itipulating that he lhould retum-I 
will ask God that he shall be my companion in paradise." Not a lingle man 
got up because of his great fear, hunger, and the se\'ere cold. When no one 
got up the apostle called me, and I had to get up when he called me. He 
told me to go and see wh,t the anny was doing and not to do anything 
else' until I returned to him. So I went out and mingled with the anny 
while the wind and God's troops were dealing with them as they did, 
leaving neither pot, nor fire, nor tent standing firm. Abu Sufy�n gOt up 
and said, "0 Quraysh, let every man tee who is sitting next him." So I :: ��::1-�� man who was at my aide and asked him who he was and he 

'Then Abu Sufyiin said: "0 Qura)"$h, we are not in a permanent camp; 
the horses and camels are dying; the B. Qurayp have hroken their word to 
us and we have heard disquieting reports of them. You can ace the 
violence of the wind which leaves us neithertooking-pots, nor fire, nor 
tena to count on. Be off, for I am goingl" Then he went 10 his camel 
which wu hobbled,mounted it, and beat it 150 lluat it got up on its three 
legs; by God its hobhlewas not freed until it wustanding.' Were it not 
that the apostle had enjoined me not to do anything else until I returned to 
him, if I wished I could have killed him with an arrow 

'I returned to the apostle as he wasatanding praying in a wrapper be· 
68 .. longing to one of his wives (704). When he RaW me he made me come in 

tositat hiafeet and threw the end of the wrapperO\'er me; then he bowe d 
and prostrated while I was in it (T. And 1 disturbed him). When he had 
finished I told him Ihe news. When Ghalafln heard of what Outaysh had 
done they broke up and returned to their own country.' 

In the rnoming the apostle and the Muslims left the trench and retumed 
to Medina, laying their arma aside. 

'i .•. ftI)" "oc."nlU.<>wn;ni.",ti"" • 
• The Anbo •• ill hobble ,heircomell wMn 'h..,..� kneelinl "ill! IMi, I�I' ,,,WN 

be .. ulhIMm. 0... "flM f",.I ... i. lied brIM haher in 1M foldod pooition. Ifth.e.m�1 
I." up befo .. 1M hobble i. undone "ne 1�1 i. perforce doubled up and ... ,"". be put.o 
"'"I",und. 
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According to what al-Zuhri told me, at Ihe time of the noon prayers 
Gabriel came to the apostle wearing an embroidcred turban and riding on 
a mule with a saddle co\'ered with a piece of brocade. He asked the apostle 
if he had abandoned fighting, and when he said Ihat he had he said that 
the angel. had not yet laid aside their arms and that he had just come f rom 
punuing the enemy. 'God commands you, Muhammad, to g o  10 B. 
QuraY:j:a. Iamabouttogotothemtoshakethcirstronghold.' 

The prophc:l ordered it to be announced that nonethould perform the 
tftemoon prayer until after he reached B. Qurayp (70S). The apostle 
sent 'Ali forward with hi. banner and the men hastened to it. 'Ali advanced 
until when he came near the foru he heard insulting language uaed of the 
tpostle. He returned to meet the apostle on the road and told him that it 
was not necessary for him to come near those rascals. The apostle laid, 
'Why? J think you must have heard them speaking ill of me,' and when 
'Ali said that that was 10 he added, 'If they saw me they would not talk in 
hat fashion: When the apostle approached their forts he said, 'You 
'rolhen of monkeys, has God disgraced you and brought His vengeance 

upon you /' They replied, '0 Abu'!-Qhim, you are not a barbarous 
person: 

The apostle passed by a number of his companiol1$ in al-$aurayn before 
he got to B. Qura}'1a and asked if anyone had passed them. Theyreplied 68$ 
Ihat Di�ya b. Khalifa al_Kalbi had passed upon a white mule with a saddle 
co\·ered with a piece of brocade. He laid, 'Thai was Gabriel who has been 
sent to B. Quray;a to Bhake their castlea and Itrike terror to their hearU' 

When the apostle came to B. Qurayp he hllted by one of their wellt 
near their property called The Well of Ana (706). The men joined him. 
Some of them came after the last evening prayer not having prayed the 
aftemoon prayer because the apostle had told them not to do 10 until he 
got to B. Qurana. They had been much occupied with warlike prepara_ 
tiol1$and they refused to pray until they came to B. Qurana in accordan ce 
with his il1$tructiol1$ and they prayed Ihe afternoon prayer there after the 
last evening prayer. God did not blame them for that inHis book,nor did 
the apostle reproach them. My father 1s�lq b. Yas3r told me thi. tradition 
from Ma'bad b. I\Ulik al·An�rl. 

The apostle be.ieged them for twenty-fi\'e nights until they were lOre 
pressed and God cut lerrorinlolheir hearts. 

Now 1:luyayy b. Akhlab had gone with B. Quray!'-li into their forts when 
Quraysh and Ghalafiin had withdrawn and left them, to keep his �'ord to 
Ka'b b. Asad; and when they felt sure that the �po:!ItJe would not leave 
them until he had made an end of them Ka'b b. Asad taid to them: '0 
Jewa, youean scewhat has happened to you; I offer you three altematives. 
Take which you please.' (i) We will follow thi.l man and accept him as 
true, for by God it has become plain to you that he is a prophet who has 
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be<-n sent and that it is he thai you find mentioned in yourllCripture; and 
then yourlivtll, your property, your women and children will bt sal·td. 
They said, 'We will never abandon the laws of the Torah and nel'er change 

686 it for anolher.' He said, 'Then if you won't accept this5uggestion (ii) let 
us kill our wives and children and send men with their swords drawn to 
Muhammad and his companions leaving no encumbrances behind UI, until 
God decides between us and Muhammad. If we perish, we perish, and we 
shall not lc:al'e children behind us 10 cause us anxiety. If we conquer we 
can acquire other wives and children.' They laid, 'Should we kill these 
poor creatures? What would bt the good of life when they were dead?' 
Hesaid,'Then if you will not accept this suggestion (iii) tonight is th e eve 
of the sabbath and it may well be that Muhammad and his companions 
will fed secure from us then, so come down, perhaps we can take Muham
mad and his companions by surprise.' They said: 'Are we to profane our 
ubbath and do on the sabbath what those before us of whom you well 
know did and were turned into apes" lie answered, 'Not a single man 
lffiongyou from the day of your birth has ever passed a night rtSOll'ed to 
dowhal he knows ought to be done.' 

Then they sent to the apostle saying, 'Scnd us Abu LuMba b.'Abdu'l
Mundhir, brother of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf (for they were allies of al-AuI), that 
we may consult him.' So the apostle sent him to them, and when they saw 
him they got up to meet him. The women and children went up to him 
weeping in his face, and he felt sorry for them. They said, 'Oh Abu 
Lub;tba, do you think that we should submit to Muhammad's judgement?' 
Heni d,'Yes ,' and pointed wilh his hand 10 his throat, signifying Ilaug hter. 
Abii Lub3.ba nid, 'My fcct had not mol'ed from the spot before I knew 
that I had be<-n faIs.e to God and His apostle.' Then he left them and did 
not go to the apostle but bound himself to one of the piUars in the mosquc 
uying, 'I will not leave this place until God forgi\"es me for what I havc 
done,' and he promised God thaI he would nel'u go to B. Qurana and 
would never be �n in a town in which he had betrayed God and His 
lpost1e(707) 

687 When Ihe apostle heard about him, for he had.bten waiting for him a 
long time, he said, 'If he had come to me I would have asked forgiveness 
for him, butstcing that he bchaved as hc did I will not let him go from his 
place until God forgives him.' Yazld b. 'Abdullah b. Qusay\lold me that 
the forgil'encu of Abu Lubjba came to the apostle at da�'n while he was 
in the house of Umm Salama. She laid:' At dawn I heard the apostle laugh 
afldllaid:'Whydidyou laugh? M.yGod makeyoulaughl' H e r eplied, 

�� I���b;h�� t!:�!0;t.;:�� !��d��!' ����:� �t� �:�h:h:� 
her room' (thi,wasbcfore the \'eilhad been prescribtd for women) and 
laid, '0 Abu LubJba, rejoice, for God hu (orgiven )'ou'; and men rushed 
oul to Itt him free . . He said,.'No, not umillhe apostle frees me with his 

, Th·l'fOJIh<l'lhoUHwunutdoortoth.mooq\l.wh."'Ab(lL\lblbo.h.dti�dh.i ....... lr. 
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own hand.' When the apostle passed him when he was going out to 
moming prayer he set him free (708) 

Tha'laba b.Sa'ya, Usayd his brother, and Asad b. 'Ubayd of B. Hadl 
who were not re1ated to B. Quray;aorB. al-Na<;lir(their pedigree is far 
above that),acctpted Islam the night on which B. Qurana surrendered t 0 
the apostle's judgement. 

On that night 'Amr b. Su'dii al.Qu�i went out and passed the apostle's 
guards commanded that night b� �uhanunad b .. Masl:una who challenged 
him. Now 'Amr had refused to JOIn B. Qurana 10 thm treachery towards 
the apostle, saying, 'I wiJl never behave treacherously towards Muham· 6810 
mad.' When Muhammad b. Maslama recognized him he said,'O God, do 
not deprive me (of the honour) of setting right the erroTll of the noble ' and 
let him go his way. He went as far as the door of the apostle's mosque' in 
Medinatbat night; then he vanished,and it is not known to this day where 
he went. When the apostle was told he said, 'That is a man whom God 
delivered because of his faithfulness.' Some people allege that he was 
bound with a rotten rope along with the captives of B. Qurana when they 
aubmitted to the apostle'sjudgement, and his old rope was found cast away 
none knowing whither he went and the apostle then said those words. God 
knoWJwhatreaJly happened. 

In the moming they submitted to the apostle'Bjudgement and al·Aus 
Jeapt upand said,'O Apostle,they areour allies,not alliesofKhazraj,and 
you know how you recently treated the allies of our brethren.' Nowthe 
apostle had besieged B. Qaynuqa' who were allies of a[-Khazraj and when 
they Bubmitted to his judgement 'Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Salul had asked 
him for them and he gave them to him; so when ai-AIlS spoke thus the 
Bpostle said: 'Will you be satisfied, 0 Au" if one of your own number 
pronounces judgement on them?' When they agreed he said that Sa'd b, 
Mu'idh was the man. The apostle had put Sa'd in a tent belonging to a 
woman of Aslam called Rufayda inside his mosque, She used to nurse the 
wounded and see to those Muslims who needed care. The apostle had told 
hU people when Sa'd had been wounded by an arrow at the battle of the 
Trench to put him in Rufayda'Btent until he could visit him later. When 
the apostle appointed him umpire in the matter of B. Quray�, his people 
came to him and mounted bim on a donkey on which they had put a 
leather cushion, he being a corpulent man. As they brought him to the 
apostie theysaid,'Dealkindlywithyourfriends,for the apostle hasmade 
you umpire for that very purpose.' When they persisted he said,'The time 689 
has come for Sa'd in the causeofGod,notto care for any man's censure.' 

Some of his people who were there went back to the quarter of B, 'Abdu'l
Aahhaland announced to them the death ofB. Quray;abefore Sa'dgot to 
them, because of what they had heard him say. 

When Sa'd reached the apostle and the Muslims the apostle told them 
to get up to greet their leader. The muhljin of Quraysh thought that the 

'W.bao'WltilbepQooedthenia;I>I;"'. 
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her name. 'Good hea'·ens,' 1 cried, 'what it the matted' ' I  am 10 be 
killed,'.he replied. 'What fod'iasked. 'Because of somelhing I did,' 
.he answered. She was laken away and beheaded. 'A'ishaused 10UY, ' I  
shall never forgct my wonder at her good spirits and her loud laughter 691 
whenallthetime sheknew lhatshe would bekilled'(711}. 

Ibn Shihilob al-Zuhri lold me that Th�bit b. Oays b. al-Shammis had 
gone to al·Zabir b. Bata al-Qura;i who was Abu 'Abdu'l-Rahman. AI
Zablr had spared Thll.hit during the pagan era. One of al-Zabir'ssons told 
me that he had spared him on the day of nu'�th, having captured him 
and cut off his forelock and then let him go. Thll.bit came to him (he was 
then an old man) and asked him if he knew him, to which he answered, 
'Would a man like me not rewgnizc a man likcyou?' Heuid, 'I want 10 
rcpayyou fof)·oufaccvitctome.' He said,'Thenoble rcpays the noble.' 
Thlbit went to the apostle and told him that al·Zabir had spaled hit life 
and hew'anted to repay him for it, and thc apostlc said thaI his lifc \\Vu ld 
be spared. Whcn hc returned and told him that the apostle bad spared 
hislifehe said,'What docsanoldman without familyandwithout children 
want with life l' ThAbit went again to the apostle, who promised to gi,-e 
him his wife and children. When he told him he said, 'How can a 
household in the Hijazlivewitholll propcrty?' Th�bitsecuredthe apost1e's 
promise that his propcrty would be restored and came and told him so, 
and he laid, '0 Thlbit, what has become of him whose face was like a 
Chinete mirror in which the virgins of the tribe could !lee themselves, 
Ka'b b. Aud?' 'Killed,' he said. 'And what of the prince of the Desert 
and the Sown, I�uyayy b. Akh!abr' 'Killed.' 'And what of our vanguard 
when we atlmed and our rearguard when wc fled (T. returned to the 
cbarge), 'Azzll b. Samaw'al?' 'Killed.' 'And what of the two assemblies?' 
meaning B. Ka'b b. Quraw. and B. 'Amr b. Ourayl'.a. 'Killed.' Hc said, 
'Thcn I ask of you, Th1bit, by my claim on you that you join me with 
my pcople, for life holds no joy now that they arc dead,and I cannot be ar 
to wlit another moment' to mcct my loved ones.' So Thll.bit wenl up to 693 
him and.truck offhishead 
When Abu Bakr heard of his words 'until I meet my lOlled oncs' he uid, 

'Yes, by Allah he will meet them in hell for ever and ever' (712). 
(Th�bit b. Oays uid concerning that, mentioning al-Zabir b. Bltl 
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I went to the apostle thaI I might frcchim. 
The apostle was a \'cry sea of generoaity to us.) 
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promised them. Then He aaid: 'Some of the believers are men who are 
true to what they covenanted with Allah and lOme of them have fulfilled 
their vow in death,'i.e. finilhed their work and returned to their Lord Ii ke 
those who 80ught martyrdom at Badrand Ul;lud (7IS). 

696 'And lOme of them are "ill waiting,' i.e. for the help which Allah 
promised them and the manyrdom like that which befell his companions 
God aaid: 'And they have not allered in the least,' i.e. they did not doubt 
norhctitate in their religion, and did not change it for another. 'That God 
may rewlrd the true men for their tTUth and punish the di»ffected if He 
will, or repent towardl them. God is forgiving, merciful. And Allah 
tumedbaclr.thosewho disbelievedintheirwrath,'i.e.OuraY'handGha�
fin. 'They gained no good. God avened !nule from the believerl, and 
Allah isltrong, mighty. And He brought down those of the Scripture 
people who helped them,' i.e. B. Ouray;a, 'from their strongholds' the 

697 forts and castlel in which they were (716). 'And he cast terror into their 
hearll;80me you slcwand80me you captured,' i.e. he killed the men and 
captured the women and children. 'And caused you to inherit their land 
and their dwellings, and their property, and a land you hadnot trod,'i.e. 
Khaybar. 'For Allah can do all things: 

Wht'n the affair of B. Quny:p. was disposed of, Sa'd's wound burlt open 
and he died a martyr thcrcKom. 

MU'ldh b. Rill'a al-Zunql told me: Anyone you like from the men of 
698 my people told me that Gabriel came to the apostle when Sa'd wu taken, 

in the middle of the night wearing an embroidered turban, and aaid, 
'0 Muhammad, who is this dead man lor whom the doors of heaven 
have�n opened and at whom the throne lhook?' The apostle got up d�!t.ly dragging his garmcnt as he went to Sa'd and found him already 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr told me from :Amra d. 'Abdu'l-Rabmln: As 
'A'isha wu returning from Mecca with Uuyd b. 1:Iut;layr he heard of the 
death of I wife of his, and lhowed conliderable grief. '.I.'ishasaid: 'God 
forgive you, 0 Abu YaI;lyl, will you grie\'e over I woman when you have 
J03t the IOn of yo,.Iruncle, for whom the thronelhook?, 

One I do not.uspect told mcfrom al-l:Iuanal-B�ri: Sa'd wu a fat man 
and whet'l the men carried him thcy found him light. Some of the dis
affccted aaid,'He was a fat man and we havc ne\'er carried a Jighter bier 
thanhia: Whenthe apostle heardof thia heuid,'He hadother carriers 
as weU. By Him Who holds my life in Hil hand the angels rejoiced at 
(re:�,:��� ��e�it��: �!l:a�e

a�!����r��;h:�;��;a�mln b, 'Amr 
b. a1-Jamul;l from Jibir b. 'Abdullah: When Sa'd WI5 buried as we were 
with the apostle he said SubfralUl'iWI and .... 'Cuid it with him. Then he 
aaid AiWI altbaT and the men uid it with him. When they I15ked him why 
he had aaid Sub!t411a'naA he aaid 'The gnlve waa cooslricted on this good 
man until God eased him from it' (7t7). 
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OfS.'doQe ofthe An�P.id: 

W'e hne never heard of the throne of God 
Shaking for any delld man but S.'d Abu 'Amr. 

Hi. mother said when his bier was being carried, as she was Wttping 
(718): 

Alas Umm Sa'd for Sa'd the brave and bold, 
Leader glorious, knight ever ready, 
Stepping intothebreach,cuttingheadl to pieces. I 

The .postle uid, 'Every wailing woman liet eJCcept the one who wept 
Sa'db.Mu'ldh. ' 

Only lix Mus lims found martyrdom at the battle of the Trench: Of 
B. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal: Sa'd b. MU'lIdh; An ... b. 'Au. b. 'Atil: b. 'Amr, and 
'Abdullahb.Sahl·3· 
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clan B. Salima: aI-Tufayl b. al-

or B. aI-NajjAr of the clan B. Din�r: Ka'b b. Zayd whom a random arrow 
hit and slew (719). I 

Three polytheists were killed 
Of B. 'Abdu'J-D�c: Munabbih b. 'U thm�n b. 'Ubayd b. al-Sabblq hit 

by an arrow and died in Mecca (7l0). 
Of B. Makhzum b.·Yaqa:pa: Naufal b. 'Abdullah b. al-MughIra. They 

asked the lpostle to let them buy hil body he having Itormed the trench 
and become trapped in it and.kil led,and the MUIlims;gotposscssionofhia 
body. The .poItleP.id that they had no UK for hill body and didnot .... 'UlI 
to be paid foril,and he let them hive it (721). 

orB. 'Amirb. Lu'ayy ofthe clan B. Mllikb.l;lisl: 'Arocb. 'AbduWudd 
whom 'Ali killed (722). 

On the day of QuraP.' there we� martyred of the Muslims; of B. al
ijlrithb.al-Khuraj: KhallJdb. Suwaydb. Tha'llbab. 'Amr. A mill.tone 7<:-0 
Wb thrown on him and inflicted a .hattering wound. They allege that the 
apollie said, 'He will have the reward of two martyrs.' 

Abu Sinln b. Mi��an b.l;lunhln brother of B. Asad b. Khuzayma died 
while the apostle was besieging B. Qurana and was buried in the cemetery 
of B. QuraY:j:a which ill still uaed today. They buried those who died in 
blamthere. 

When the defenderaof the trench left itlhl\'e heard thatthe aposlle 
lIid:'Qura)"lh will not attllclt you .fter thia year, but you will aw.ck them.' 
Our.Ylh did not attack them after that; it was he who anacked them until 
God conquered Mecca by him. 
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POETRY ABOUT THE TRENCH AND B. QURAY�A 

���a�iea�f��:I��e���irdas brother of B. Mu�llrib b. Fihr said about 

Many a sympathetic woman had doubts about us,' 

i�t
s: �� aa:r��

!
�rce, crushing all before us. 

When one could see its whole extent 
You could see the long mail upon the warriors 

:� ��:i�����e�!:a:i�:r 
a���� 

Which we discharged against the sinful wrongdoers. 
\Vhcn we chargcd the one the other, 
'Twas as though at the gap in the trench men would shake hands. 
You could not see a rightly guided man among them 
Though they said: 'Are we not in the right?' 
We besieged them for one whole month 
Standing over them like conqueron. 
Night and moming every day 
We attacked them fully armed; 
Sharplwords inour hands 
Cutting through heads and skulls. 
'Twas as though their gleam when they were drawn 
When thcy fiashed in the hands of those that drew them 
Was the gleam of Eghtning illuminating the night 
So that one could see the clouds clearly. 
But for the trench which protcctcd them 
We would have destroyed them one and all. 
But there it stood in front of them, 
And thcy took rcfuge in it from fear of us. 
Though we withdrew we left 
Sa'd hostage todeathin frontof their tents 
When darkness came you could hear the keening women 
Raising their lament over Sa'd. 
Soon we shall visit you again 
Helping one another as we did before 
With a company of Kinana armed 
Likt lions of the jungle protecting their dens. 

Ka'b b. Mlilik brother of B. Salima answered him: 
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We wereste:adfast trosting in Him ;  
Weuw nothing equal to God i n  the hOlir o f  our danger. 
'Ve have a prophel, a true helper, 
By whom we can conquer all men. 
We fOllght an evil dilObcdient people 
Fully prepared in their hostile attack. 
When theycame atuswe strock themblo .... s 
Which disPJItched the prceipitate. 
You would have seen us in wide long mail which 
Glittered like poola in the plain; 
Sharp swords in our hands 
By which we quench the spirit of the mischievous. 
Like lions at the gap in the trcnch 
Whose tangled jungle protects Iheir lain. 
Our horsemen when they charged night and morning 
Loolr.ed disdainfully at the enemy as they wore their badges 
To help.\.tlmad and GodlO that .... e might be 
Sincere sla\'cs oftruth, 
And that the Meccans might know when they came 
And the people of differtnt parties 
That God has no panners, 
And that He heJps the believers. 

�::�
g�=��:dr;r

a:�e\\=�nJy, 
He will admit him to goodly gardens 
The re!iting-place of the rightcous. 
As He repulsed you, runaway fugitives, Fruitlcss, disgraced, despite your ragc. 
Disgraced, you accomplishcd nothingthere 
And were all but destroyed 
By a tempest whichovenook you 
So that you wcre blindcd by its force. 

'Abdullah b. al-Ziba'rJal-Sahmi saidaboutthe trcnch· 
Salute the dwelling whosc H:stiges 
Long decay and time'. changes have cffaced. 
'Tis as though thcir remains were thc \\Titings of Jews 
Except the :z.arebas and (marks of)tcntpegs.' 
A desen as Ihough you did not find divcrsion in it 
Happily with young girls ofonc agc. 
But.peak no morc o f a  life that has pQSed 
And a placc become ruined and dtserted, 
And gratefully rcmember the gallantry of all 

, .. �X:;.lnKC of In old ClOmp (r_) it oomplred '0 lI�b .. w ocripl. Th< won! alto moanl 



Tht Life of Muhammad 

, Th� "nl"� m.y m •• n "'Ihe. the "on .. 11<:1 up to rnOTk Ih� bounduy of Ih� .. erod teni_ 
Icry, ."eh .. ... m.in 10 Ih,. d.y, o. ,h<: .t on ••• , ... h.ieh th ... crifid.l vklimI w'", IJoulh-
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And the armies of thy Lord the Lord of lords. 
God al'ened battle (rom the believers' 
And gal'e them the best of reward!. 
Whcn they had abandoned hope, our bounteous King 
Sent down His aid and scuteJ"ed themj 

Gave ease to Muhammad and his companions 
And humiliatcd cvcry lying doubtcr, 
Hard-heaned, suspicious, doubtful, 
Not men of pure life, unbelicl'crs 
May miscry cling to their hcans, for 
In unbelief they persisted to thc very end.' 

\Var has left over to us 
The best gift of our bounteous Lord: 
High white forts and resting.places for camel. where (from their 

rubbing) 
Palms are bJack and where milk is plentifuJ 
They are like lal'1l tracts and their bounty is laviah&d ��

d
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i
�:t :�:J.tiveJ 

Fed on barJey and cut luceme 
With hairJess fetJocb and finn.f!eshed hindqu aners, 
Smooth their coau from head to tail; 
Long-necked, answering the View halJo 
As hounds speed to Ihe hunuman' s c all. 
Nowguardingthe tribesm.n's caule, 
Now slaying the enemy and returning with the,poil, 
Scaring wild beasu, swift in war, 

��� f
�� :�����f noble 'pint, 

Well fleshed yet thin bellied. 
They bring coats of mail doubly woven 
Wilh strong lpears which hit the mark, 
And swords whose rust the polishers have removed; 

, Atmo",.neuc' q""",'ion f""m S" ... ]]. 2S 
' Or, To ... hooc he.n, .ruoeryh.o,dlll1C So 'ha" beir .... m peni .. in dilbeli.fto ,he .nd of ,im. 
J A.Ob.', npl.n.'ion;mplin: 

Higbwhitofon • •  ndnoting'pl"Hrorc."",I, 
Where ,he camol,b,,·. blldn""k. Ind lre ,;ch in milk 
TM)'(.IH: reotinrplocolj orcliJ,.,I.'·I'nclO 
Th.ir bounry. & •• 

S. '.nd ... _·4/'� 'l"'lm pl.n'"'ion'· lndjNdh" ·t ... nko· .nd .h ... h .. to toke 1'(0/46 .. 

• '!ii::
p�.:.o:.·�'::t\��lt. bu';' i,poooible to ovoid unnatural """."ho .. ini .. ... nol.,ion n:'::".�IM�;'�'��,,:,�:=! like . 1 .... 'rKt 
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All with a splendid highbom knight, 
His right hand holding a spear ready for the thrust 
Whose faahioning was entrusted to Khabbilb. 
The glitter of his lance is like 
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And repels the bolts that would pierce the thighs. 
Reddish.black,massed, u thoughtheir spears 
Were a blazing forcst in e\'ery encounter, 
Seeking the Ihadow of the standard u though 
On the shaft of the spear there was the Ihadow ofa hawk. 
Their courage defeated Abii Karib and Tubba' 
And their galtantryovercame the Bedouin 
We were guided by admonitions from our Lord 
On the longue of one radiant and pure. 
They were laid before us and we loved to remember them 
After they had been laid before the confederates (and rejected). 
;:O

t
: :�����!::/,ssert they thought 100 Itrict 

Quraysh came to contend with their Lord, 
ButhewhocontendswiththeConquerorwililurelybeconquercd{7lJ). 

Let one who enjoya the noise of battle wherc blows resound 
Like the crackling of buming reeds, 
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In a company by'which God helped Hil prophet 
And was gracioul to His scrvant. 
All in long mail wha.e ends swept the ground, 
Looking like an undulaling pool blollo1l by the wind 
With mail well wrought and woven as though its nails 
Were the eycs ofa locust in the chain rings 
BracW. up by the belt of a sword 
Ofpure steel,cuuing, and shining 
Such with piety was our clothing on the day of battle" 
And every hour that called for bravery. 
When our swords were too short to mett tht tntmy 
We made them reach by going forward 
Youcouldaee akullslplit asundtr. 

' The pla.o::c .. I .. "" the t ... �h ..... d"l. Some .. y d  •• " i' .... bet"oO· .. n Sat'.n.d'hc 

' llorrnlftd frnm SuR7,·5, 'Th"clothinlofpi.,yi.,hebeot' 
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The mixed tribes knew when they gathered together against us 
And attacked our religion that we would not suhmit 
Confederates from Qays b. 'AylAn and Khindif with one accord 
Made common cause, not knowing what would happen 
They tried to tum us from our religion while we 
Tried toturn thcm fromdisbelief, butGodisa sccr and a hearer 
When they raged against us in battle 
The all embracing hclp of God aided us. 
'Twas God's protection and His grace towards us 
(He whom God does not guard is lost). �::��e:

o
u:n�
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;I��:���li�n

d
:nd chose it for us. 

' A mo\lnuinb<twten.I.S.rif.nd .I.Q.,im ;n Oobb.coun'ry 
' In ,uch condi'iQn,liQn, .. e oaid 'ob< moo. fierce, p_urnably b<c.o.uo,,,·e·8round 

"�"����h;. ';:�. of 'Mir prey and .., .bey would b< RVe.",,,. 
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Tell Qurayshthil.t Sal' 
And the land between al.'Uray� and al-!,;ammlid' 
Is a land where camels who know war carry water, 
Where wells dug in the days of 'Ad abound. 
Still waters fed by copioua fountaina 
That keep the wells at a steady depth. 
The tangled growth and the rushes there 
Sctm to rustle when they yellow at the huvest 
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:lJing donkeys 

Ounis a land well tilled, for it we fight 
If you have stomach for the battle. 
We ploughed and planted it as peasantJ do; 
Never ha\'e youscen a valley bordercd like it. 
Wcha"e kept e"ery fine high-Itanding 
Powerful coul1lCr for great objecu. 
Respond to our invitation 
For clear statement and truth, �; 
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We will meet you with all our warriors 

�� :;�n;::e:r;�:e
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Like the beating ofa locust's wings' 
Swift oflimb, firm fleshcd, 
Perfectly made from head to tail. 
Horscswhich li\'e through famine yean 
\Vhen other men's horscs die; 
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When our wamers aay: 'Be ready' 
We put our trust in the Lord of men. 
And we said: 'Nothing will easc our troublea 
Butamiting the hclmets and dClperate fighting' 
You ha\'eseen none among thosc we fought, 
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Norgentler in affcction. 
When weticd with trustyknotJ 
Fine CDat5 of mail upon them 
Into long armour we put e\'eryfierce noble warrior 

, All.hae p\acn.uint"' n�ilhbou.hoodol l\1.di ... 
' Anunu ..... Uyf .. '_Hyinl.p·d"" nfloc" .... ""'.nl. 
, Thi, hom'"kh io repUled ve.balim In lhe poom ."tibu.«l to l;Io"'n in \Y. 419. 8 
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Mudfi' b. 'Abdu Maniif b. Wahb b. l;ludh�fa b. Juma�, w�ping for 
'Amr h. 'Abdu Wudd and mentioning how 'Ali killed him, said: 

de�r�:!fi���� said, reproaching the horsemen of 'Ann who deeamped and 

'Amrb. 'Abd and the fine horses he led-
HOf5eS led for him and horses shod-
His horsemen decamped and his c1an left 
A great piltar, the first among them. 
Marve1 as I may I saw it 
When you, 'A\i, asked 'Amrto dismount he dismounted. 
Benolfar:for I havesufferedby his death 
AndtiU I die l havea burden heavy to bear. 
Hubayra who was despoiled tumed his back in flight 
Ftaringthe fight lest they should be killed. 
And Oir.1rwhohad shownoourage 
Fled like a miserable unarmed wretch (72b) 

' A  .... di in &dr 
' Thedead.rethu • •  pootrophiu<! 
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Hubay� �. AbU Wahb making excuses for his Right, wttping for 'Amr, 
and mentlOmng how 'Ali killed him, said: 

On my life, I did not turnmy back 
On l\'luhammad and his companions in cowardice or fear of death; 
But I considered my position and could find 
No advantage in sword or arrow ifl uscdthcm. 
I stopped, and when I could not go forward 
I �;thdrew likc a strong lionwith his cubs, 
Who turns his thoulder from hil ad\'crsary when 
H�.:�� find no way to rcturn to the fray-tluch has alw3ys been my 

Be not far, O 'Amr, alive or dcad. 
Such as you dCl!:rves thc highcst praisc from onc likc me 
Who (now) will drivc on horsa chccked by spears 
Bcnot far, 0 'Amrali"cor dead. 
You ha"c gonc (from UI) fullof praisc, noble of ancestry. 
Telt of his glorywhcn thecamclt bellow loudly?' 
Had Ibn 'Abd bcenthere he would ha"egonc to thcm 
And rclie"ed them, that nc,'er ignoblc man. 
Away with you, 'AIr, ncvcr ha,·c I l!:cn onc who behavcd likc you 
Against a bravc man advancing likc a stallion. 
NC"cr have you achie"cd such a proud bout 
As long as you live you can fcel safc from stumbling thereby. 

Hubayra also said' 
The noblest man of Lu'ayy b. Ghilib knows 
That when misfortunc camc their knight was 'Amr. 
Their knight was 'Amr and 'Ali asked him to dismount. 
(Thc lion mustscd: his enemy.) 
He was their knight whcn 'Ali called to him 
����
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him. 

l\hy misfonuncs nC,'crccase there! 

sai��li
n b. Thilbit boasting of the killing of 'Amr b. 'Abdu Wudd 
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We killed you in Badrtoo 
And lcft your tribes threading their way through the dead (727) 
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I:IlNlnalsosaid: 
The warrior 'Amrb. 'Abd ison the flanks ofYathrib 
�:�u;::
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was not given respite. I 

And you found our horses ready. 
At Badr you met a band 
Who smote you with no weakling's blow. 
No more will you be summoned on the day of great things 
Or to imponant distasteful tasks, 0 'Amrl (7Z7) 

l;Iassln also said: 

g�:
e
��hii ���� t�:=�' hasten. 

Am I your friend in every hardship �� ��:h:�u�:��: =\\� =e of ease? 

Lifted up to him u a  child is carried (7z8). 

aU"n said concerning B. Qura)'+8 mourning Sa'd b. Mu'lidh and 111 
menlioning bisjudgement concerning the former: 

Teanstreamed from my eyes, 
'Tis right th.at they should weep for Sa'd 
Lying on the battlefield. Eyes that flow with tean 
Suffer his loss without ceasing. 
Slain in God's religion. he inherits paradise with manyn, 
Thein a noble company. 
Though youhavc.aid farewell andleftus 
And Jie in the dUS1Y darkncss of the grave 
You. 0 Sa'd, have returned (to God) with a noble testimony 
And gannents of honour and praise. 
By.!:nouncing on the two tribes of Qurayp. the (ume) judge-

W����ti�;t had decreed against them you did not judge of your own 

Your judgement and God's wcre at one 
And you did not forgive when you were reminded ofa covcnant. 
Though fate has brought you to your death 

�:O���I 7�: s��� ��e:��i;:::/��::erlasting gardens 

'Vhen they are lummoned to God for fa\'ourand regaro. 
' Thc modin .. inthcDil1:h.cYis .. .;r.bu. no'ncc .... rilroripw 

"Am • . . .  "'-rda.d 
v",p_RI'ororhim ill not lO b e up«led.' 
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!:IaMiln also aaid mourning sa'd and the prophet's companions woo were 
martyred and mentioning their merits: 

O my people, is thefeany defentcagainst whati5 d�reed? 
And can the good old days return? 
When I call to mind an age that is passed 
My heart is troubled and my tcal1l ftow; 
YearningllOrrow reminds me of friends 
Now dead, among them Tufayl and Rafi' and Sa'd. 
They ha\'e gone to paradisc 
And their houses are empty and Ihe earth il a desert without them. 

���re :�.:� ��� t:;:f�:�t�:::��� ��� :�a�:r
of death. 

When he called them thcy answered loyally, 
All of them obeyed him utterly. 
They gave no ground till all were dead. 
(Only battles cut Ihort the allotted lpan.) 
Bccausc they hoped for his intercessioll 
Since none but prophets can intercede. 
That, 0 best of men, i. what we did, 
Our response to God while death is certain. 
Ours was the first lIep to Ihce, and the last of us 
Will follow the fint in God's religion. 
We know that the kingdom is God'. alone 
And that the decree of God must come to PaM.1 

!:IaS5in also said about B. Quray�a: 
Ouray;a met their misfortune 
And in humiliation found no he1per. 
A calamity worse than that which fell B. al-NaQir befell them 
The day that God'. apostle came to them like a brilliant moon, 
With fresh horsca bearing horsemcn like hawks. 
We left them with the blood upon them like a pool 
They having accomplished nothing. 
They lay prostrate with \'ultures circling round them. 
Thusarethe obstinate andimpioul rt.·warded. 
Warn Quraysh of a like punishment from God 
If they will take my warning 

�Iasdn also said: 
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fell their castles. 

Sa'd had warned them, saying 
Your God is a majestic Lord. 
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Uassan alsosaid: 

Jabal b. Jaw·d.l al-Tha'labi also answered him, mourning al-Nagir and 
Qur-ana: 

O Sa'd, Sa'd ofB. Mu'i1dh, 
For what bcfell Quray?-a and al-:-.'aQir. 
By thy life, Sa'd of 11 Mu'�dh 
The day they departed was indeed steadfast 
As foral-Khazraji AbU I�ubab' 
He told Qaynuqa' not togo 
ThealliesgotUsaydin exchangefor l:luQa)·r 

�!Ifi��:;j§ 
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THE KILLING Of SAL LAM IBN ABU'L-I.lUQAYQ 

' Oneof .llemounlainlof 1>Iedina 
' A m.lapho. forbumini'onl!<" . Kh.o.nj ..... <u.dwi.Jewilh.Ui ••• IteQ.ynuql':AWl 
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And lNde you drinlr.death with their Iwift-slaying swonis, 
LoolUng for the victory of their prophet'l religion 
Despising every risk of hurt 

'AMR B. Al-'A� AND KHAL I D  B. AL-WALlo ACCEPT ISLAM 

YuId b. Abii !;Iablb from JUshid dient of !;Iabib b. Abii Aus ai-Thaqlfl 
from l:Iabib told me thlt 'Amr b. al-'At told him from his own mouth: 
When we came away from the lunch with the mixed tribc3 I galhered 
lOme of Qunysh together, men who ahared my opinion and would listen 
to me, and said: 'You know that in my opinion this affair of Muhammad 
will go to unheard-of length. and I should like to knowwbat you think of 
my opinion. I think that we ougbt to go to the Negus and stay with him 
If Muhammad conquers our people we shall be \lith the Negus and we 
ahould prefer 10 be lubject to his autbority nther than to Muhammad; on 
the other hand, if our people get the upper hand they know us and will 
treat us well.' They tbought that m y auggestion 'wu cxcellenl 10 I told 
them to collect something tbat we could take u a present 10 him ; u leather 
WlIli the product of our land which he mOIl valued we collected a large 
quantity and took it to him. 

While we were with him who should come to him but :Amr b. Umayya 
al-I;>amri whom the lpoltle had sentconceming Ja'farand his companions. 
He had an audience with the Negus, and when he came out I said to my 

7'7 companiora dat if I were to go to the Negus and uk him to let me ha,'e 
him,hewouldgivehimtomeandwe could cutoffhishead; andwhenl 
had done that Qunysh would sec that I had served them well in killing 
Muhammad'. messenger. Sol went in to the Negus and did obeisance u 
wu my wont. He welcomed me u a friend and uted if I had brought 
anything from our country, and when I told him that I had brought a larg e 
quantity of leather and produced it he wu greatly pleased and coveted it 
Then I said, '0 King, I ha"e just secn I man leave your presence. He is 
the messenger of an enemy of ours, so let me have him that I may kill him, 
for he hu killed some of our chief. and best men.' He wu ennged, and 
IIretching out hiahand he gave his nose luch a blow that I thought he 
would ha\'e broken it. Iftbe earth had opened I would hl\'egone into it to 
eacape bis anger. I said that had l known that my requestwould hl\'e oon 
distasteful to him I would not have made it. He said, 'Would you ask me 
to give you the messenger of a man to whom the great N�miis comes u he 
used to come to Moses, so that you might kill him I' When I asked if he 
were really so great he .aid: 'Woe to you, 'Amr, obey me and follow him, 
for by Allah be i. right and wiU triumph O\'er his ad\"eruries as MOICI 
triumphed o\"er Pharaoh and hisannies.' I asked him ifhe would scccpt 
my allegiance 10 Muhammad in Islam, and he llretched out hia hand and 
I gl\'e my allegiance. When I went out 10 my companions I had entirely 
changed my mind, but I concealed my Islam from my companions. 
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Then I went off making (or Muhammad to adopt Itlam, and met Khllid 

b. al_Walld comillg from Mecca. This was a little while before the occupa
tion of Mecca. l uid, 'Where areyou going, Abu Sulaymln.?' He said: 
'The way has become clear. The man il certainly 1 prophet, and by Allah 
I'm goillg to be a Muslim. How much longer should I delay" I told him 
that I too IVaI travelling with the same object in "iew, SO we wellt to Medina 
to the apostle. Kh;tlid got there firat and acccpted Ttlam alldgavehisaUe
giance. Then I cameupand said, 'O apostle, I willgive )'ou myallcgiance 
on condition that my past faults arc forgi"en and no mention is made 
of what has gone before.' He said, 'Give allegiance 'Arne, for blam does 
away with aU that preceded it, as doca the lu.j·ra.' So I gave my allegiance 
and went away (730). 

One whom r do not suspect told me that 'Uthmln b. Ta\.tla b. Abu 
Ta\.tIa who w'U with them accepted Ialam at the tame time. 

Ibn al-Ziba'ri al-Sahml said: 

I adjure 'Uthmln b. Tal�a byour oath of friendahip 
And by the cuting of the sandalt at the atone ofkiuing 
And by e\'ery alliance our fathcn macle, 
Khllid notbeillg exempt fromluch, 
Do you want the key ofa house other than youra,* ���.::: ���� �o

d
��=�e than the glory of all ancient house 1 

After this; they ha"e bmught a great disuter. 

The ..:onqucst of B. Quran:a was in Dhii'l-Qa'da and the beginnillg of 
Dhu'I-I�ijja. The polytheists were in charge of that pilgrimage. 

THE ATTACK ON 8. L1l;lyAN 
The apostleltayed in Mcdina during Dhii'l-l;fijja, Mul)arram, $afar, and 
the two months of Rabl', and in }umlda'I-Oll, lix months after the con
quest of Quray:j:a, he went out against B. Lil)yln to avenge his men killed 
atal.Raji', Khubayb b. 'Adiy and hiscompanions. He made as though he 
was going to Syria in order to take the pcople by,urprise (731). He wcnt 
past Ghurilb, a mountain ncar jI,'Iedina on the road to Syria, then by 
Mal)i�" thell by al-Batr:l' ; thenhe tumed offto theleft andcameoutby 
Bin,J then by Sukhayr�tu'I-Yam�m,' then the track went by the Meccan 
highroad. He quickened the pace until he came down to Ghurln, the 
haunlll of B. Lil)yin. (Ghurin is a wadi between Amaj and 'UBfln extending 
as faras a,·il1agecalled Slya.) He found that the pcople had bcen wamed 
and taken up strong positions on the tops of the mountaills. When the 
apostle got there and saw that he had failed to take them by surprise ash e 

' ·Uthmln .... tbe K�r or tbe Kt)' or l ... K.·bo. Sec W  . •  u • Th<plocei.wroncly,.'�n ... l\b.bi4 inW. 
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Take that, al-Akwa"s son am I. 
Today, mean crowd, youdie! 
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T�ll the truth' to those you meet whene\'ef you come out. 
Conceal not the news in assemblies. 
Say, We slipped away from the claw. of the angry lion 
With rage in hi. heart which hccould not \\'Ork off(7J6). 

Shadd�d b. '.l.ri4 said concerning Ihe day of Dhil Qarad with reference 
to 'Upyna who was surnamed Abil l\Ulik 

Why, 0 Abil I\Ulik, did you not return to the fight 
Whenyour cavalry were in flight andbcing slain l 
You mentioned going back to 'Asjar.J 
NonseflM:! it was too laIC to retum. 
You trusted yoursclftoa spiritcd horsc 
Ouickly co\'ering Ihe ground when given free rein. 
Whcn your left hand reincd himin 
Hc rcared likc a flaming cauldron, 
And when you pw Ihal God', servants 
Did not wait for Ihosc bchind to come up 
You knew that horscmen had hccntnincd 
Tochase warrio,.. wh�ntheytook tothc plain. 
When they chase thc cavalry they bring disgnccon them, 
And if they are pursued thcy di.mount 
And prote<:t lhemsel\'ea in cvil casc 
With Iwordswhich the polisher has made bright. 

THE RAID ON B. AL-MU�TALIQ 

Thc apostle staycd in l\ledina during Ihe Jatter part of jum'-d'-'! •. l.khira 
and Rajab; lhen he attacked B. al-),lunaliq of Khuz�'a in Sha'b�n A.H. 6 
(737)· 

'ruim b. 'Umar b. Qal�da and 'Abdullah b, Abu Bur and Muhammad 
b. Ya�y� b. l:labb;ln each told me a part oCthe following story: The apostle 
re<:ei\'cd news that B. a[.Mutialiq were gathering togelher against him, 
their leader hcing al.l:I�rith b. Abil Oir'-r, the fat,her of juwayriya d. al· 
I:Urith (afterwards) wife of the apostle. When the apostle heard about 
them he went out and met them at a watering placc of theirt called al· 
MuraYI;' in the dire<:tion of Qudayd towllfdl the shore, There was 1I fight 
and God put the B. 1I1.!\lu$laliq to flight lind ki!1cd some of them lind gave 
the apost[e their \\';\'ea, childrcn, and property as OOoty. A Muslim of B. 

72(, Kalb b. 'Aufb. 'jS.mir b. Layth b. Bakr called Hisham b. $ub�ba was ki11ed 
by a man of the An�ar of the family of 'UMda b. aH;�mit who thought Ite 
was an enemy and killed him in error. 

While Ihe apostle was by this water a party came down to it. 'UmaT had 
a hired servant from B. Ghiflr called Jahjlh h. Mas'lid who was Iellding 
his hone. This jllhj�h andSininb. Wabaral.juhani, anallyofB. ·Aufb. 

' R  .. din.f.,d�qIi ... ;thC . ... illltw:.f •• 'W"'� • A pl.,« n .. ,M.., .. 
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.1.Khazraj, thrull one another a�'ay from the water and fell to fighting. 
The Juhanl called out 'Men of.I-An,�r!' .nd Jahj�h called out 'Men ofthc 
Mubljirun!'. 'Abdullah b. Ubayy b. Salill was enraged. Wilh him was a 
number of his people inc1uding Zayd b. Arqam, a young boy. He5lid, 
'Ha\'e they actually done this? They dispute our priority, they outnumber 
u. in our own country, and nothing so fits us and thc vagabonds of Quraysh 
as the ancient saying "Feed a dog and it will devour you". By Allah when 
we return to Medina the stronger will drive out the weaker.' Then he went 
10 his people who were thert and said: 'This is what you have done to 
yourtelvet. You havclet them occupy your country, and you have divided 
your propeny among them. Had you bul kept your propeny frcnn them 
they would have gone elscwhere.' Zayd b. Arqam heard this and went and 
told the apostle when he had disposed of his enemiet. 'Urnar, who was with 
him, lIid, 'Tell ' Abbld b. Bishr to go and kill him.' The apostle answered, 
'But what if men should 51y Muhammad kilt. his own companions? No, 
but gi\'e orders to set off.' Now this wu at a time when the apostle was not 
.ecu.stomed to tra\·el. The men duly rnoved off. 

When Abdullah b. Ubayy heard that Zayd had told the apostle what he 
had said he went to him and swore that he had not said what he didllY. 
He was a great man among his own people and the An,lir who were prescnt 
with the apostle said: 'It may well be that the boy was mistaken in what 
he aaid, and did not remember the man'. words: sympathizing with Ibn 
Ubayy and prott<:ting him 

When the apostle had begun his journey UJayd b. l:Iuq.a)'T met him and 727 
Jaluled him as a prophet,Jaying,'Youare travelling atadisagreeabletime, 
a thing you have ne\'erdone before,' Theapostle aaid:'Haveyounot ht2rd 
of what your friend uid ?  He assened that if he returns to Medina the 
.tronger will drive out the weaker.' He amwered: 'Bulyou will drive him 
out if you wanl to; he is the weak and you are the strong.' He added: 
'Treat him kindly, for Allah brought you to us when his people were string-
ing beads 10 make him a crown, and he thinks that you have depri\'ed him 
ofa kingdom ' 

Then the apostle walked with the men all that day till nightfall, and 
through the night until morning and during the following day until the 
lun distrelscdthem. Then he halted them, and as soon as they touched 
Ihe ground they fell asl�p. He did this (0 distract their minds from what 
'Abdul1ah b. Ubayyhad !)aid the day before, He continued his journey 
through the I-lijaz as far as water a little above al-Naqi'callcd Baq'l'. As 
belra\'elltd atnighl aviolenl wind distresscd the men and thcydreaded it, 
He told them not to btafl'1lid btcausc the wind announced the dealh of 
oneofthe grcateatof the unbelie\'e�, andwhentheygotto Medinalhey 
found that Rifl'a b. Zayd b. al-Tlbiit ofB. Qaynuql', oneof the moet 
importantJcws anda sctretshel!erer oflhcdisaffected,had ditdthatday. 

The lura eame down in which God mentioned the disaffetted with Ibn 
Ubayy and those like-minded with him. When it <=arne down the apostle 
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7�9 Of ll. Mu�!aliq who were slain that day 'Ali killed two-l\H.lik and his 
son. 'Abdu'I-Ra�man h. 'Auf killed one of their horsemen called A�mar 
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AI-Zuhri told UI from 'Alqama b. Waqqa.. and from Sa'id b. Jubayr 
and from 'Urn'a b. al-Zubayr, and from Ubaydullah h. Alxlullah b. 'Utba, 
each contributing a pan of the story, one remembering more of it than 
another, and I (Zuhrl) ha\'e put together for you what the pe<lplc told me. 

\'a�ya b. 'AbMd b. Abdullah b. al-Zubayr told me from his father from 
'A'isha; and Abdullah b. Abu Bakr from 'Amra d. 'Abdu'I-Ra�man from 
'A'isha from her own words when the liars $lid what lhey did. The whole 
of her story rCSllon thesc men as a whole. One relates what another docs 
not. All of them are trusnmnhy witnt$5tS, and all of them related what 
they heard from her. She said: 'When the apostle intended to go on an 
expedition he cast loIS between his wives which of them should accompany 
him. He did this on the occasion of the raid on B. al-Mu�laliq and the l(lt 
fell on me. !IOthc apostle took me out. Thewi"cson these occasions used 
to eat light rations; meat did nm fill them up !IO that they were heavy. 
Whcn the camel was being saddled forme I uscd to sit in my howdah; 
then the men who saddled it for me would come and pick me up and take 
hold of the lower pan of the howdah and lift it upand put it(ln thecamcl' I ��� :�� ::�n

w
i
i
�:'�:� a rope. Then Ihey would take hold (If Ihe camel', 

'When the apostIe finished his journey on thisoccasi(ln hellaned back 
and halted when he was near i\ledina and passed a part of the night ther e. 

731 Then he gave permi»ion to stan and the men moved (lff. I went out for a 
cenain purposc having a string (If ?-af)r beads on my neck. When I had 
finished, it slipped from my neck without my knowledge, and when I 
returncd to the camel I wtnl feeling my neck for it but could not find it. 
l\'1eanwhile the main body had already ffiO\'ed off. I went back to the 
place where I had bccn and looked for the necklace until I found it. The 
men wh(l were saddling the camel fnr me came up to the place I had just 
left and ha"ing finished the saddling they lOok hold of the howdah t hinking 
that Iwasinitasl normally was, picked it upand bounditon the camel, 
not d(lubtingthat I was in it. Then they took the camel by the head and 
went off with it. I returned 10 the pla� and there was not a lOul there. 
The men had gone. So I wrapped myself in my smock and then lay down 
where I was, knowing that if I were missed they would come lnick for me, 
and by Allah I had but just lain down when �afwan b. al·i\lu'anal al
Sutami passed me; he had fallen behind the main body for !lOme purpo:se 
and had nOl spent the night with the troops. He saw my fonn and came 
and stood over me. He used to see me bcforc the \'eil was prescribed for us, 
!IO when he saw me he exclaimed in astonishment "The apostle', wife'" 
while I was wnpped in my garments. He asked me whal had kept me 
behind but I did nOl speak to him. Then he broughl up his cameJ and 
loId me to ride it while he kept behind. So l  rode it and he took the camel's 
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halted and when they were rested up c:une the man leading me and the 
liars spread their reports and the army was much disturbed. But by 
Allah I knew nOlhing about it 

'Then we came to Ml:dina and immediatc:ly t became very ill and 80 
heard nothing of the matter. The story had reached the apostle and my 
parentB, yet they told me nothing of it though I missed the apostle'saccu s
lomed kindness to me. When I was ill he used 10 Bhow compassion and 
kindneuto me, but in thit iUness he did not and I missed his aHentions. 
When he came in to see me when my mother .... 'llS nursing me (740), all be 7lJ 
said was, "How is sher'" .otbat I was pained and asked him 10 let me be 
taken tomy mother .o Ihatshe could nurse me. "Do what you like," he 
said, and 80 I was taken to my mother, knowing nothing of what had hap_ 
pened until I recovered from my illness some twenty da)'$ laler. Now we 
were an Arab pcople: we did nOt hne those privies which foreignel1o have 
in their houses; we loathe and detest them. Our praeticcwas togoout imo 
Ihe open spaccs of Medina. The women used togo out e\'ery nighl, and 
one night I went out with Umm Mis!a�_d. Abu Ruhm b. al-Munalib b. 
'ANiu ManAr. Her mother was d. $akhr b. 'Amir b. Ka'b b. Sa'd b. Taym 
aunt of Abu Bakr. As she was walking .... ilh me she stumbled over her 
gown and exclaimed, "May Mista� stumble," MiBla� being the nickname 
of' Auf. T said, "That i. a bad thing 10 say about one of the emigranu who 

��"1�� �a�:1.�·��d
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l�f;:: 
of what the !ian had uid, and when I showed my utonishment she told 
me Ihat all this really had happened. By Allah, I was unable to do what I 
had 10 do and wenl back. I could not stop crying until I thought that Ihe 
weeping would burst my liver. I said 10 my mother, "God forgive you! 
Men have 8poken ill of me (T. and you have known of it) and have not told T. ' 511 
me a thing about il." She replied "My little daughter, don't !et the matter 
weigh on you. Seldom i8 there a beautiful woman married to a man who 
loves her but her rival wives gossip about her and men do the same." 

'The apostle had got up and addressed the men, though I knew nothing 
about il. Afterpraising Godhc:said;"Whatdoeertainmenmeanby worry-
ing me about my ramily and saying fa.lsclhingsaboutthem? ByAllah, 1 
know only good of them, and they say these things of a man of whom I 13. 
know naught bUI good, who never enters a house of mine but in my 
company." 

'The greatest offenders were 'Abdullah b. Ubayy among the J:(hauaj 
and Mista� and l;lamna d. Jal;lsh,forthe reason thather llistc:rZaynab d. 
Jal;l.h was one of the apoetle's wivcs and only she could rival mc in hia 
favour. As for Zaynab,Allah protcctc:d her by her religion and she spoke 
nothing but good. But l:Iamna Iprc:ad Ihe report far and wide opposing me 
(T. rivalling me) for the uke of her sister, and I .uffered' much from that. 

' Th.fonn .... d indica'n ' ... plu .. l ond.lO ... m.UI.n'.'h •• peakcr·. indiff."' .. .,. . • Or '.ho (Zaynab) .uIf ... d·. 
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'Whcn Ihe apostle made Ihisspte<:h Usa}'d b. i:lu4a},r said: "iflhey are 
ofAus Ict us rid you oflhem; and if thcy are of the Khazraj gi\"e us your 
orden, for they oughl lo havc their heads cui off." Sa'd b. 'UMda gOI up
before that he had been thought a pious man-and said, "By Allah, you 
lie. Theyahall notbe beheaded. YOll wOllld not havcsaid this had you 
not known that they werc of Khazraj. Had they been YOllr ovm people you 
would not have said il." Usayd answered, "Liar yourself! YOll are a dis· 
affectcd ptrson arguingon behalfofthe disaffccted.'" Feeling ran 10 high 
that there was almost fighting belwetn Ih� IwO clans of Au. and Khuraj. 
The apostle left and came in to see me. He called 'Ali and Ualma b. Zayd 
and asked their advice. Usarna spoke highly of me and said "They are �o

f
��S��=

.
l and we and you know only good of them, and this is a lie and 

'As for 'Ali he said: "Women are plentiful, and yOllcan easily change 
one for another. Ask the sine girl, for.he will tell you the truth." Sathc 
apostie caJled Burayra to ask her, and 'Ali got up and gave her a \'iolent 
beating,saying, "Teli theapostie thelruth,"towhichshe replied,"l know 
only good of her. The only fault I have to find with 'A'islull is that when I 
am kneading dough and tell her to watch itahe negleclS i t  and fall,asleep 

7lS andthesheep(T. 'pet lamb')comes andealSitl" 
'Then the apostle came in to me. My parents and a woman of the 

An�iir were with me and both of us were weeping. He sal down and after 
prai,ingGod hesaid, '''A'isha, you know what people say about you. Fear 
God and if you have donc wrong as men say then repent toward. God, for 
He accepts repentance from HisslnC8." As he said this my tears ceased 
and I could not feci them. I wailed for my parents to answer Ihe apostle 
but thcy said nothing. By Allah I thoughtmYKlftoo insignificant for God 
10 send down concerning me a Ouran which could be read in the mosques 
and used in prayer, but I was hoping that the apostle would seesomethin g 
in a dream by which God would clear away thc lie from mc, because He 
kncw my innocence, or that thcrc would be lOme communication. As for 
a Quran coming down about me by Allah I thought far 100 little of myself 
for that. When I aawtha.t my parents would not tipeak I asked Ihem why, 
and Iheyreplied that thcy did not know what to an$wer, and by Allah I do 
not know a houKhold which suffcred as did the family of Abu Bakr in 
thoseda}'s. When they remained silcnt mywteping broke out afresh and 
Ihen I said: "Never wilt I repent towards God of what you mention. By 
Allah, I know that if I were to conf�'!iS whal men say of me, God knowing 
that I am innOtenl of it, I should admit what did nOI happen; and if I 
denied what Iheyaaid you would nOl belic"e mc." Thcn I raeked my 
braill$ for the name of Jacob and amid not remember it, so l aaid, "1 ",-jll 
aay what the falher of Joseph aaid: 'My duty is to show beooming patiencc 
and God's aid is to be asked against what you dcscribe.'''J 

1 Cf. Siln 4. I", • 
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$afwan met him and smote him with his sword, saying according to what 
Ya'qub b. 'Utba told me: 

Here's the edge of my sword for you! 
When you lampoon a man like me you don't get a poem in return! 

' He,., in.bod .. n.sc. H" ioopuki",,,fhimoelf,ubmcriJC<lin. ,u,,f .efuiffi 
· Tl>el�io "'minioc.n! ofth.Qu"". Th.poiIltofth. "'f.,.,n«'o $afwini.""t 
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A Muslim said about the flogging of l:Iassan and his companions for 1iO 
sJandering 'A'isha (74sl 
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sacrificial victims with him and donned the pilgrim prb 10 th:at :all would 
know that he did not intend w:ar and that his purpose was to visit the 
temple and to \·enerate it. 

Muhammad b. Muslim b. ShiMb al·Zuhri from 'Urwa b. :aI·Zub:ayr 
from Miswar b. l\lakhram:a and Marwitn b. at·I:Jakam told me: The 
apostiewent outinthe)·earof al.I:Judaybiya withpcaccfulintent meaning 
to visit the temple, and took with him sc\·enty camels for sacrifice. There 
were seven hundred men so that each camel was on behalf of ten men. 
Jabirb. 'Abdullah, sol ha\"cheard, uscdto !lay,'We,themcnofal.l�uday. 
biya, were founccn hundred.' 

7.' AI·Zuhricontinued: When the apostle was in 'Usfiln, Bishr b. Sufyln 
at·Ka'bi met him (7H) and said: 'There are Quraysh who ha\·e heard of 
your coming and hne come out with their milch·camels and have put on 
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with their cavalry which they have IICnt in advance to Kun1'u'I·Ghamim.''' 
The apostle !laid: 'Alas, Quraysh, war has de\·ourcd theml What harm 
would they ha\'e suffered if they had left me and the rcst of the Arabs t 0 
goour own waya? If they should kill me that is wh.at they dcsire, and if 
God should give me the victory over them they would enter Is.1am in flocks. 
If they do not do that they will fight while they have the strength, so what 
areQurayshthinkingofl ByAUah, lwillnotceasc tofightforthemission 
with which God has entrusted me until He makes it victorious or I perish.' 
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so and he took them by a rugged, rockytTack bctween passcs which was 
very hard on the Muslims, and when they emergcd from iton to the easy 
ground at the end of the wadi the apostle uid to the men, 'Say, We w 
God's forgiveness and we repent towards Him.' They did 10 and he said, 
'That i. the "putting away"l that was enjoined on tht children of hrad; 
but they did nOt say the wordl.' 

The apostle ordered the force to tum to the right through the u1ty 
gro"1h· onthe roadwhichleads bythe pass ofal.Mur�r tothe declivity of 
:aI-l:ludaybiya below Mecca. They did so, and when the QUnlysh cavalry 
I3W from the dust of the anny that they had turned aside from their path 
they returned at a pltop to QUnlysh. The apostle went as far as the pass 
ofal·Mun1rand when hiscamcl knelt and themenaaid, 'Thecamclwon't 
get up,' hesaid: 'It has not rcfuscd and ,uch is not its nature, but the On e 
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N�jiya said as he was in the hole getting the water" 
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Then they sent 10 him al-Bulays h. 'Alqama or Ibn ZabMn, who was at 
Ihal lime chief oflhe black troops, being one of B. al-I:Urith b. 'Abdu 
Manit b. Kinina. When he !IIW him the apo$lle laid, 'This is one of the 
de\1)UI people, so send the sacrificial animals to meet him 10 Ihat he can 
see them! When he saw them going past him from the side ofthe wadi with 
tbeir fettive collaT1l round tbeir necks and how they had eaten their hair' 
because they had been so long kept back from the placc of sacrifice, he 
went back 10 Quraysh and did not come to the apostle, so greatly was he 
impressed by what he h3dseen. When he told themthat,they said, 'Sit 
down! You art only a Bedouin, utterly ignorant: 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakrtold me that this enraged al-I:lulays, who said : 
'You men of Ouraysh, it was not for this Ihat we made an alliance and 
agreement with rou. Is a man who comes to do honour to God', house to 
be exc1uded from itl By him who holds my life in hiahand, either you let 
Muhammad do what he has come to do or I shall take away the black troops 
to the laat man: They aaid, 'Be quiet, Bulays! until we obtain forourselvel 
aeeeptableterms.' 

In his narrati\'e al-Zuhri said: Then they sent 'Urwa b. Mas'ud al
Thaqaft tothe apo$t1e andhesaid: 'Youmen ofOuraysh, l haveseenthe 

7H harshness and rude word. \\ith whieh you ha\'e recei\'ed thoae you sen 110 
Muhammad when they returned 10 you. You know Ihat you are the father 
and I am the son-for 'Urwa was the son of Subay'a d. 'Abdu ShlJllll-1 
heard of what befell you and I collected those of my people who obeyed 
me; then I came to you to help you: They agreed and said that they 
did not suspect him. So he came to the apostle and sat before him and said 
'Muhammad, have you collecttd a mixed people together and then broug ht 
them to )'our own people to destroy them: Ouraysh hne come OUI with 
their milch-aunels' clad in leopard Ikins swearing that you shall ne\'er 
enltr Mecca by force. By God I think I see you desened by these people 
(here) tomorrow.' Now Abu Bakr waa sitting behind the apostle and he 
said, 'Suck al-Lli.t'l nipplesl Should we desert him?' He asked who had 
spoken, and when he heard it was Ibn Abu Qul)ifa he said, 'Ily Anah, did 
I not owe you a favour I would pay you back for that, but now we are 
quits.' Then he began to take hold of the apostle's beard as he talked to 
him. Al-Mughira b. Shu'ba was standing by the apostle's head clad in 
mail and he began to hit his hand as hc hcld the apostle'l beard saying, 
'Take your hand away from the apostlc's race before you lose il.' 'Urwa. 
said, 'Confound you. how rough and rude you are!' The apostle smiled 
and when Urwa asked who the man was he told him that it was his 
brolher'.son, al-Mughira b. Shu'ba and he said, 'Q wretch, it was on[y 
yesterday that I washed your dirty pans!' (7S0). 

The apostle told him what he had told the others, namely that he had 
not come out for war. I-Jegol up from the apo$tle's presence havingaeen 

, h i.jut< pouibl" ""'1 au6.i. i. 1M pI. or ",jU,, ' bilt�T .. lIy bub w;,1\ lhorn. (�6oDji,,). 
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how hiJ companionl trcated him. Whcncvcrhe performcd his ablutionl 
thcyran to get the watcr he had used; if he spat thcy ran to it; ifa hairof 7'U 
his head fell thcy ran to pick it up. So hc retumed to Quraysh and nid, 
'I havc bcen to Chosrocs in his kingdom, and Caesar in his kingdom and 
the Ncgus in his kingdom, but nc,'cr ha,'c I secn a king among a pcoplc 
likc Muh3IIlIT\ad among his companions. I hne seen a people who will 
never abandon him for any reason, so form your own opinion.' 

A traditionist told me that the apostle called Khirbh b. Umayya al· 
Khuu'j and sent him to Qurayah in Mccea. mounting him on one of his 
camels called al·Tha'bb to tell their chids from him what he had come 
for, They hamstnmg the apostle's camel and wanted to kill thc man, but 
the black troops protected him and Ict him gohia way sa that he came 
back to the apostle. 

One whom I do not suspect from 'Ikrima client of Ibn 'Abbb from the 
latter told me that QuraYlh had sent fony or fifty men .... -ith orders to 
.urround the apostle'a camp andgct hold ofoneofhis companiom for 
them, but theywcrc caught and brought to the apostle, who forga"e them 
and let them go their way. They had attacked the camp with.tonea and 
arrows. Then he called 'Umar to send him to Mecca with the aame me.· 
nge, but 'Umar told him that he feared for hit life with Quraytlh, because 
there werc none of B. 'Adly b. Ka'b in Mecca to protect him, and Quraysh 
knew of his enmity and his rough treatment of them. He recommended 
th�t a man more prized there than himself should be Jent, namely 'Uthmln. 
The apostle summoned 'Ulhmin and Jent him to AbU Sufyln and the 
chiefs of Qunyah to Icll them that he had DOl come for war but merely to 

"i�.I?��,::: a;n�e
t:;e;:�: i��!t��ter Mecca Aban b. Sa'id b. al. 

'� met himand carried him in front ofhim. Then he gave him his protcc-
tion until he could convey the apostlc'.message to them. Having hc.rd 
what 'Uthm�n had tOlay, they said: 'If you w.nt to go round the temple, 746 
go round it.' He said that he could notdoJO unlil i\1uhammad did JO, and ��;:���� ���

t 
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lhc apostle .nd the MUllimt 

TilE WILLING HOMAGE 

'Abdullah b. AbU Bakr told me that when the apostle heard that 'UthmAn 
had been killed he said that they would not lea"e until they fought the 
enemy, and he summoned the men to gi"e their undenaking. The pledge 
o(al.RiQwiin look place under a trce. Men used to say that the apostle took 
thc.irpledgcuntodeath. J�birb. 'Abdullah used to say that the apostle did 
DOt tue thcirpledge unlo death, bUl rather their undertaking that thcy 
would not run away. Xot one of the l\lu.limt who werc present failed to 
givehishand except al.]add b. Qays, brother ofB. Salima. }libir usedto 
say: 'By Allah, I can almost see him now sticking to his camel'. side 
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ainging as he tried to hide himself from the men.' Then the apo$tle heard 
Ihatthcnewsabout'Uthminwas false (7SI). 

THE ARMISTICE 

AI-Zuhri said: Then Qunyah sent Suhayl b. 'Amr brothcr of B. 'Amir b 
Lu'ayylO the apostle with instructiont tomalte peace .... ith him on condi
tion that he went back this year, so that none of thc Arabs could uy that 
he made a forcible entry. When the aposde saw him coming he said, 'The 

747 peoplc want to malte peace seeing that they have sent this man: Arter a 
iong discu!;8ion peace was made and nothing remained but to write an 
agreement. 'Umar jumped up and went to Abu Bah saying, 'Is he not 
God'B apostle, and are we not MuslirTUl, and are they not polytheistsl' to 
which Abu Baltr agreed, and he went on: 'Then why should we agree 10 
what is demeaning 10 our religion l' He replied, 'Stick to what he saya, for 
I testify that he is God'sapostle.' 'Umar said, 'And so do I.' Then he went 
to the apostle and put the same qUC>ltient to which the apostle answered, 
'I am God's slave and His apostle. I will not go agaimt His commandment 
and He will not malte me the loser.' 'Umar used to say, 'I have not ceased 
giving alms and fasting and praying and frttingslaves because of what I �:

u
��a�d�

t
��: ,of fear for what I had said, when I hoped that (my plan) 

Then the apostle summoned 'Ali and told him to write 'In the name of 
Allah the Compassionate, the Merciful.' Suhayl said 'I do nOt recogniu 
this; but write "Jn Ihy name, 0 Allah.'" The apostle told him w write 
the latta and he did 10. Then he uid: 'Write "This is what Muhammad, 
the apostle of God hat agreed with Suhayl h. 'Amr.'" Suhay! uid, 'If I 
witnessed that you were God', apostle I would not have fought you. Write 
your own name and the name of your father.' The apostle llIid: 'Write 
"This is what Muhammad b. 'Abdullah has agreed with Suhayl b. 'Amr: 
they have agreed to lay aside war for ten yean during which men can be 
ufe and refrain from hostilities on condition that if anyone comes to 
Muhanunadva�houtthe pennission ofhis guardian hewiU retum him to 
them; and if anyone of those .... ith Muhammad comes to Ourayah they will 

;�I�::o 
h:r�� �:;""�;i:::!� �:�s�a��.
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bond and agreement with Muhammad may do to and he who wishes to 
enter into a bond and agreement with Quraysh may do to.''' Here 
Khuzl'a leapt up and said, 'We are in a bond and agreement with 

,..s Muhammad,' and B. Bab leapt up and said the ume with regard to 
Ouraysh, adding 'You moat retire from ut this year and not enter Mecc;a 
against our will, and next year we will make way for you and you can 
enter it with your eompaniora. and lIay there three nights. You may 
carry a rider" weapons. the sworda in their.heaths. You can hring in 
nothing more.' 
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to come and may complete hi. fa\'our upon you and guidc you on an 
upright path." Then the account gGeS on about him and hilcompanions 
until he comes to mention the oath of al1�iance and He aaid: 'Those who 
s\\'earall�iance to )'ou really Iwear allegiance to God, the h:md of God 
being abo"etheir handsj so he who breaks hiJ oath breau it to his own 
hurt; while he who is faithful to what he has covcnanted with God, to him 
wi��!� �:e �g

n�i:t
n:�\\�: �ouin who held b,ack from him. Then He 

said when he urged them to take the ficld with him and they procrastinated, 
'The lJedouin who were left behind will say to you: Our poqcssions and 

7S0 our families prcoccupied usl' Then follows an account of them until the 
words 'Those who were left behind will say when you go out to captun: 

:�;:' �t 
f��I!:I:. YO;h�is::gd�c=�t:f���O::.����· fo���';:� 

account of them and how it was explained to them that they must fight 
a pcople of great prowess 

'Abdullah b. Abu Najlh from 'Atil' b. Abu Rlb� from Ibn 'Abbils said 
(That means) Peraia. One whom I do not suspect from al·Zuhri told me 
that 'a people of great prowess' meant l;Ianifl with thearch·liar, 

Then He said: 'God was pleased with the belie"era when they swon: 
allegiance to you under the tree and He knew what was in their hearts, 
and He sent down the Sakina' upon them and rewarded them with a recent 
victory and much lpoil which they will take. God is mighty, wise, God 
has promised you much spoil which you will capture and haa given you 
this in advance, and kept men'lhands from you, that it may be a sign to 
the believers and that He may guide you on an upright path, and other 
(things) which you have not been able to get. God encompasses them, and God is almighty.' 

Then He mentioned how He had kept him away from battle after the 
\'ictory oYer them, meaning those He had kept from him. Then He said: 
'He it is who has kept their hands from you and your hands from them in 
the \'alc of Mccca, after He had given you victory O\'er them. God is a secr 
of what you do.' Then He said: 'They are those who disbelie"ed and 
debarred you from theucred mosque and the offering from reaching its 
goal' (7S:l). 'And had it not been for the belie"ing men and women whom 
you did not know Icst you should tread them undcr foot and thus incur 
guilt for them unwittingly.' /lfa'arra means 'a fine', Le, lcst )'ou should 
suiTer IO!l$ for them unwiningly and payits blood\\itjasfor real guilt he 
did not fear it on their accoum (7SJ). 

Then he said, 'When thosc who disbelic\'e had sct in their hearts zealot ry, 
751 thc 1.ealO1ry of paganism: i.e. Suhayl b. ·Amrll'hen hC$corncd to write 'In 

the name of Allah the Compassionate the Merciful' and that Muhammad is 
God'. apostle. Then He said 'God sent down Hissakina' upon His apostle 

' s  .... ,.8 
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and the believers and imposed on them the word of piety, for they were meet 
and worthy of it: i.e. the declllration of God's unity, the witness that th ere 
is no God but Allah and that l\luhammad is His slave and His apostle. 

Then He said: 'God has fulfilled the vision to His a[)OStJein truth. You 
shall enter the sacred mosque if God will, safely with h�ads shaveJ and hair 
cut short fearing not. For He knows what you do not know,' i.e. the vi,ion 
which the apostle saw that he would enter Mecca safely without fear. He 
151),' 'with your heads sha"ed and hair cut short' along with him without 
(car, (or He knows what you do not know of that, and more than that He 
has wrought a near "ietory, thepeaccof al-�Iuda)'biya 

No previous victory in Islam w;as greater than this. There was nothing 
but battle when men met; but when there .... as an armistice and war wa, 
abolished and mcn met in safety and consulted together none ta!kcu a bout 
Islam intelligently without entering it. In those two years double u many 
or more than double as many entered Islam as ever before CiH). 

TilE CASE OF TIIOSE LEFT IIELPLESS AFTER THE PEAC£ 

When the apostle arri"ed in Medina Abu BatIr 'Utba b. Asid b, Jliriya, 
one oJf those imprisoned in !\Ieeea, came to him. A�har 6. 'Abdu 'Auf b 
'Abd b. al-l:Iarith b, Zuhra and al-Akhnas b, Sharlq b, 'Amr h. Wahh al_ 
Thaqafiwrote to the apo.tle about him, and they ICnt a man of B. 'Amirb, 75Z 
Lu·ayy .... ith a freed slave of theirs. When they came to the apostle with 
the letter he said, 'You know the undertaking we pve these people and it 
ill becomes us that treaehery should emerour religion. God will bring 
relief and a way of cscape 10 those helpless like you, so go baclt 10 your 
people.' He said, 'Would you return me to the polytheists who will seduce 
me from my religion l' lie lSIid, 'Go, for God will bring relief and a way of 
escape for you and the helpless ones with you.' So he went with them as 
far u DhlL'l-l:Iulayfa' where he and the two men sat against a wall. ,\bil 
8qir said, 'Is your sword sharp, 0 brother of Il. 'Amir?' When he nid 
that 1tW:t!L he said that he would like to look 1I1 it. 'Look at it if you want 
to,'he replied. Abii. H�ir unsheathed itand dealt hima blowthat killed 
him. The freedman !'lin off 10 Ihe apostle who was sitting in the mosque, 
and when the apostle saw him coming he said, 'Thi, man has seen some
thing frightful.' When he came up the apostlc hid,'\\'hat's the malter, 
woe to you?' lie uid: 'Your man has killed my man,' and almost at once 
Abu B3�ir came up girt \I;th the sword, and standing by the apostle he 
said, 'Your obligation is o,'er and God has removed it from you. You duly 
handed meo\'crtothe men and I ha"eprotected myself in my religion lesl 
I should bcseduccd thercin or scoffed at.' The apostie said, '\\'oc is his 
mother, he would hal'e kindled a war had there been others with him." 
(rom.!>cHcb ...... wlrbuJJt, pouibly .hroullh lhcmW.'umors)·n .... A.ummaryor"h .. ..... 
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Then Abu B�ir went off until he halted at ai-'J, in the region of Dhu'l
Mar.1-'3 by the sea_shore on the road which Quraysh were accustomed to 
take to Syria. The Muslims who were oonfined in Mecca heard what the 
apostle had said of Abu Ba,ir 10 they went out tojoin him in at.'l,. About 
se"enty men attached themseh'es to him, Ind they 50 harried Quraysh, 
killing e\'eryone they oouldget hold of and tuuing to pieces e,·ery cara ... an 
that passed them, that Quraysh wrote to the apostle begging him by the 

753 tics of kinship to take these men in, for they had no use for them; I o lhe 
aposlletook them in and thty camt to him in Medina (75Sl. 

When Suhaylheard thatAbii BalJirhad killed hi. 'Amiri guard he leanl 
hi. back againlt the Ka'baand swore that he would notremo ... e it until this 
man's bloodwit was paid. Abu Suryan b. l�arb said, 'By God, this is sheer 
folly. It will not be paid.' Three times heuid it 

Mauhab b. Riya\:l Abil UnaYI, analtyofll Zuhra, said (756): 

A brief word from Suhaylreached me 
And woke me from my sleep. 
If you wish to repn»chme 
Then reproach me, for you are not far from me 
Would you threaten me when 'Abdu l\lanaf is round me 
With Makhzum l Alas, whom are you attacking? 
If you put me to the test you wilt not find me 
A weak suppon in grave misfonunet. 
l ean  ri"al in binh the hat of my people. 
When the wca!r. are ill-treated J protect them. 
They defend the heights of Mecca without doubt 
As far as the valleYI and the wadi sides 
With e ... ery blood mare and fiery horse 
Grown thin from long fighting. 
Ma'add know they hne in al-Khayf' 
A pavilion of glory exaJted high. 

Mauhab has beoome likc a poor donkey 
Braying in a village as he passcs through it. 
A man likcyou cannot attack Suhayl 
Vain i. your cffon. Wbom areyou auading? 
Shut up, you IOn ofa blacksmith, 
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There's a great difference between o«ans and puddle. 
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TilE WOMEN WIIO EMIGRATED AFTER TilE ARMISTICE 

Umm KulthUm d. 'Uqrn. b. Abu Mu'an migrated to the apostle during 
this period. Hernvo brothcnI 'Umira and al-Walld aons of'Uqba came 
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Al-Zuhri from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr told me: I came in to him as he was 
writing a letter to Ibn Abu Hunayda, the friend of al-Walid b. Abdu'l
Malik who had written to ask him about the word of God: '0 you who 
believe, when believing women come to you as emigrants test them. God 
knows best about thcir faith. If you know that they are believenl do not 
&end them back to the unbdievcnI. They are 001 lawful to them nor vice 
versa. And give them (the unbelieven) what they have spent on them. It 
i. nosin for you to marry thcmwhen you havcgiven them their dues, and 
hold not to thetiesof unbelievingwomen" (757). Ask for what you have 
spc:nt and let them ask for what they have spc:nt. That is the judgement of 
Allahwhojudgesbe:tweenyou. God i, altnower, ,,-ise: 

'Urwa b. al-Zubayr'wroteto him: The aposdemade peace with QUnll)'3h 
on the day of al-l:Iudaybiya on condition that he should return to them 
those who came without the pcnniasion of their guardians. But when 
women migrated to the apostle and to hlam God refused to allow them to 
be relUrned to the polytheilts if they had been tested by the test of Islam, 
and they knew that they came only out of desire for Islam, and He ordered 
that their dowries should be: returned to Quraysh if their women wen: 
withheld from them if they returned to the Muslims the dowriea of the 
women they had withheld from them. 'That is the judgement of God which 
He judges be:tWea1 you, and Allah is knowing, wise.' So the apostle with
held the women and relUrned the men, and he asked what God ordered 755 
him to ask of the dowries of the women who wcre withheld from them, 
and that they.hould retum what was due if the other side did the.ame. 
Had it not bten for this judgement of God's the apostle would h.ve re
turned the women as he returned the men. And had it not been for the 
Innistice and covenant between them on the dayofal-J:ludaybiya he would 
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1 asked al_Zuhri about this passage: 'And if any of your wivea have gone 
to the unbelieven and you have yout turn of triumph, then give those 
whOllC wives have gone the like of what they spent, and fear Allah in whom 
yoube:lieve.' He "id,lfoneofyoulOlCShis family tothe unbelievenand 
a woman does not come to you you may take for her the like of what they 
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take from you, then comperaate them (rom any booty that you secure. 
When this \"trst' came down, '0 you who believe when believing women 
cometo)'ou asemigrants,' as far as the words 'and hold not to the cords of 
disbelie\'ing women' it referred to 'Umar's divorcing his wife QUl'1iyba d. 
AbU t..:'mayya b. al_(\lughil'1i. l\Iu'>iwiya b. Abu Sufran married her after_ 
wards while they were both polytheists in (\Tecca; and Umm Kulthum the 
Khud'ite woman d. Jal'\\·al mother of Uba)'dullah b. 'Umar whom Abu 
Jahm b. I;ludhayfa b. Gh�nim a man of 'Umar's people married while 
they both werepolytheisu (7$8) 

After his return from al-l:hlda)'biya the 3p05tJe stayed in Medina during 
Dhu'I-�lijja and part of al-l\lu�arram, the polytheists superintending the 

756 pilgrimage. Then he marched against Khaybar (759). 
Muhammad b. Ibrabim b. al-J:larith al-Taymi from Abu'I-liaytham b. 

N�r b. Duhe al-Aslami from his father who said that he heard the apostle 
as he journeyed say to '.�mir b. al-Akwa' who W2S the unde of Salama b. 
'Amr b. al_Akwa' who \\"Q named Sinan; 'Dismount, Ibn al-Akwa', and 
chant one of)'our camcl-songs for us'; so he gOt down and recited thi srough 
rhyme: 

But for Allah we should not have been guided 
Nor given alrm nor prayed. 
If people treat us unjustly 
And if they wish to seduce us we resist. !:�d ���n
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fi���\'�:n we meet our enemies. 

The apostle said, 'May God have mercy on rou!' 'Umar said, 'You have 
made his dcath inevitable, o apostle of God. Wouldthat)'ou hadletus 
enjoy him longer.' He \\"Q killed at Khaybar 2S a martyr. I ha\'e heard 
thai his sword turned upon him as he was fighting and g'I\'e him such a 
griemus wound that he died of it. The l\luslims were in doubt as 10 
whether he died a martyr, saying that he had died by his own weapon. But 
his nephew Salama b.'Atnr b. al-Akwa' asked the apostle about it, ttlling 
him what men were saying, and he said, 'Cenainly he is a mart),T,' and he 
and the Muslims prayed O\'er him. 

One whom I do not suspect told me from 'At3' b. Abu Mal'\\'in al
Aslami from his father from Abu Mu'attib b. 'Amr that when the apostle 
looked down on Khaybar he told his companions, among whom I was one, 
to stop. Then he said: 

'O God,Lordofthe heave!l! :tndwhatthey o'ershadow 
And Lord oflhe lands and what they make to grnw 
And Lord of the devils and what into error they throw 
And Lord of the winds :tnd what Ihey winnow, 
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We ask Thee for the good of this town and the good of its people and the 
good of what is in it, and we take refuge in Thee from its evil and the e"il 
ofiu people and thee\'il that is init. Forward in the name of Atlah.' He 
used to say that of every town htentered. 

One whom I do not 5!'Upect told me from Anas b. I\Ulik: When the 
apostle raided a people he waited until the morning. If he heard a call to 
pnyer' he held back; ifhe did not hearit heattacked. We came to Khaybar 
by night, and the apostle pa.ssed the night there; and when morning came 
be did not hearlhe call to pnyer,' 10 he rode and we rode with him, and I 
rode behind Abu Tal�a with my foot touching the apostle'. foot. We met 
the workers of Khaybar coming out in the moming with their spades and 
baskets. When they saw the apostle and the army they cried, 'Muhammad 
with his force,' and IUmed tait and fled. Theapostlesaid, 'AlJah akbari 
Khaybar is destroyed. When we arrive in a people'l square it is a bad 
moming for those who have been warned.' H�rUn told us from i:lurnayd 
from Anas simil arly. 

When the apostle marched from Medina to Khaybar he went by way of 
'I,r,' and a mosque was built for him there; then by way of al_Sa�b�'.J 
Then he went forward with the army until he halted in a wadi called al_ 
Raji',haltingbetween themenof Khaybar and Gha)afln s o l.!l t o prevent 
the latter rcinforcing Khaybar, for theywere on theirside against th e apostle. 

I have heard that when Gha)af:ln heard about the apostle's attack on 
Khlybarthey gathered togetherandrnarchedouttohelpthe JewsagailUt 
him; but af ter a day'sjoumey, hearing a rumour about their propeny an d 
familics, they thought that they had been attacked during their absence. 10 
theywent hackontheirtracbandleftthewaytoKhaybaropentotheapostk. 758 

The aposde seittrl lhe propeny piece by piece and conquered the foru 
one by one as he came to them. The first to fall "''as the fon of :-.I5'im; 
there Ma�mud b. Maslama was killed by a millstone which was thrown on 
him from it; then al-Qamu� the fort of B. AbCi'I·I:luqayq. The apo8tle 
took captin ... from them among whom was $aOya d. i:luyayy h. Akh]ab 
who had been the .... ife of Kinll.na b. ai-RaM' b. AbCi'I-i:luqayq, and two 
eouaina ofhers. Theapostlechose �afj)"a fo.rhimself. 

Di�ya b. Khalifa al·Kalbi had asked the apostle for �n)'a, and ..... hen he 
those her for himself he gave him her IWO cousins. The ..... omen of Khaybar 
were distributed among the Muslims. The l\luslims ate the meal of the 
domestic donkeys and the apostle got up and forbade the people lo do a 
numocr of things which he enumerated. 

'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Oamra al-Fu�ri told me from 'Abdullah h. Abu 
Sail] from his father: The apostle's prohibition of the flesh of domcstic 
donkeys reached us 15 the pots were boiling with it, 10 we tumed them 
upaide down. 

'. :ol,?:!:,�p�=k�;n.of...u..s".,b�t!'-.o":::� �7"'�=M::''':�n:��i�:''-r��' 
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'Abdullah b. AbU Naji� told me from M�ul tbat the apostle prohibited 
four things that day: carnal interCOUrK with pregnant women who were 
captured; eating the flesh of dome. tic donkeys; eating any carnivorous 
animal; and selling booty before it had been duly allotted. 

Salim b. Kirkira told me from 'Amr b. Dinlr from Jlbir b. 'Abdullah 
al-AntJrl (Jiibir had not been present at Khaybar) that when the apostJe 
forbade the tlesh of donkey. he aUowed them to eat horseflesh. 

759 Yazid b. Abu J:labib told me from Abu Marzuq client of Tujib from 
J:lanash al-�'AnI: With Ruwayfl' b. Thlibit al-AnFri we attacked the 
Maghrib, and oneofits town. called jirba' was conquered. A man arose 
as a  preacher andaaid, 'Let me tell you what I heard the apostle say on the 
dayof Khaybar. He got up among ut and said: " It is not lay,ful for a man 
who believes in Allah and the last day to mingle his seed with another man'. 
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ofcIeanneu; nor i. it lawful for him to sell booty until it has been properly 
divided; nor is it lawful for him to ride an animal belonging to the booty of 
the Mu.tims with the intention of returning it to the pool when he has 
worn it out; nor is it lawful for him 10 wear a prment belonging to the 
booty of the Mu.lims wilh the intention of returning it to the pool when 
he has reduced it to rags.'" 

YazId b. 'Abdullah b. Qusa)1 told me that he was told from 'Ublda b. 
al-$1mit:On theday ofKhaybartheapostie forbade utto buyortell gold 
ore for gold coin or Bih'er ore for.ilver coin. He said, 'Buy gQld ore with 
silver coin and silver ore with gold coin.' Then the apostle began to take 
the fons and the propeny one by one. 

'Abdullah b. AbU Bakr told me that one of Allam told him that B. Sahm 
of Aslam came to the apostle and complained that they ha.d fought and go t 
nothing.nd found nothing with the Bpostlewhich he could give them. He 
uid: �O God, You know their condition.and that they have no strength, 
and that I have nothing to give them, 10 conqucr for them Ihe wealthiest 
of the enemy's fons with the richest food.' The following day God con
quered the fort ofal.!,:ia'b b. MU'ldh which contained the richest food in 
Khaybar. 

760 When the apoetle had conquercd lOme of their fons and got polICSSion 
of lOme of their property he came to their two forts al· Wati� and al_Sull· 
lim, the last to bc t.alr.en, and the apoetle hesieged them for lOme ten nights 
(,00). 

'Abdullah b. Sahl b. 'Abdu'I.Ra�m;tn b. Sahl, brother of B. �Uritha, 
told me from jlbir b. 'Abdullah: Mar�ab the jew came out from their fort 
carrying his weapon. and lIying: 

Khaybarknow. that l am Marl,tab, 
An clfpc:rienced warrior armed from head to foot, 



TJu [.,/, of MuJunnmad 
Nowpiercing,now lluhing, 
As when lions advance in their rage. 
The hardened warrior gives way before my onslaught; 
My&ima' cannot be approached. 
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':� he challenged aU to lingle combat and Ka'b b. Milik 

Kha.ybarkno�tha.t I amKa'b, 
The smoother of difficulties, bold and dour. 
When war is stirred up another folio ....... 
I carry a sharp lword thatglitten like lightning
We will ucad you down till the strong are humbled; 
We wiU make you pay till the lpoil is divided-
In the hand ofa warrior saIlS up,odll (761).' 

The apostle said, 'Who will deal .... ith this fellow?' Muhammad b. 
Maslamasaid that hewould, for he was bound to take revengc on the man 761 
who had kiUed his brother the day before. The apostle told him to go and 
pra)'ed Allah to hclp him. When thcy approached the one the other an 

�I.
d 
�h ��k ���:�:o�Yt�

t
:C:;r.

th
�:::��e����� ���

e
t�e

h
��� 

other llashed at it with hil sword SO that the intervening branches WCTe 
cutaway"' and they came face to face. The tree remained bcreft ofiu 
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bit intoit andrenWned fut. Muhammad then gave Marl)aba fatal wound. 

After Mari:ulb'ldeath his brother Yasir came out with his challenge' 
(Khaylnrknows that I amYiSir, 
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The enemy give way before my onalaught.) 
Hishlm b. 'Urwa alleged that al-Zulnyr b. al-'AwwAm went out to fight 
Ylsir. Hil mother $aftya d. 'Abdu'I-Mu\\alib said, 'Will he kill my IOn, 0 
apostle?' He replied, 'Nay, your son will kill him, if God will.' So al
Zulnyrwent outsaying(T· 

Khaybar knowthat I am Zabblr, 
Chief ofa people no cowardlyrunawl)'I. 
Tbe son of tbose who defend their glory, the IOn ofpOncea. 

' Tho -...d Ieni-,.of ... idoIor • ......,.....,. IU>d ... .... J placc tblt. -" .u � to  
p.rooeet from rioIolioo.. 
...:J���.:- iA tbo HnMit .......-.d in l.H.'. ___ ·Uah ....... ·r.liAl4 : �::I�)����:.:.AxU'OO'N .. U. or l_t .""UO"'-wort. 
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O Ylair, lct not all the unbelie ... era deceive you, 
For aU of them Irt like I llowly moving mirage). 

When the tWO met aI-Zublyr killed Ylair. 
HishAm b. 'Urwll. told me that it wu aaid to al-Zublyr, 'By God, you 

mUit have hid I sharp .word that day,' 10 which he replied that it WI5 not 
.harp, but he used it with great {orce. 

Buraydab. Sufyan b. Fanva al-Aslamltold me from his father Sufyll.n 
from Salama. b. 'Arnr b. al-Akwl': The apostle sent Abu Bah with his 
banner(7f)a) against oneofthe foruof Khaybll.r. He fought but returned 
having auffered losses and not taken it. On the morrow he sent 'Umar and 
the pme thing happened. The apostle aaid, 'Tomorrow I will give the flag 
10 a man who 1o\'es AIhh and hit lpostle. Allah wiU conquer il by hi. 

76a means; he is no runaway: So he called 'All who wu suffering from oph
thalmia at the lime and spat in his e)'e, uying, 'Take this ilag and go wilh it 
until God gives victory through you: So 'Ali went off with it, gasping as 
he hurried, while we followed behind in hia tncu until hestuclr. Ihe ilag 
in ll.pileof rocb underthe fort. A Jewloolr.ed ll.thimfromthetopofthe 
fort and I5ked who he wu, and when he told him he uid, 'You have won, 
by what WI5 revealed to Mosel!" or word. to that effect. He did not return 
until God had oonquered byhil handl. 

'Abdullah b. al·l:Iasan told me from one of his family from Abu Rlfi', 
freed .lave of the apostle: We went with 'Ali when the apostle sent him 
with his ilag and when he got near the fort the garrison came out and he 
fought them. A Jew Itruck him so that hitlhieid fell from hil hand, lo 
'All laid hold ofa door by the fort and used it as alhield. Hekeptit in hu 
hand 15 he fought until God ga ... e victory, throwing it away when all was ::e�

I
:::

O
� myself with seven otheratrying to tum that door over, but 

Bunyda b. Sufyan aI-AslamI told me from one of B. Salima from Abu'!
Yasar Ka'b b. 'Amr: We were with the apostle one e ... ening at Khaybar 
when along came some sheep belonging to a Jew, making for their fort 
while we wert besieging them. The apoetle I5ked who would get this food 
forul and Abu l-Yasar volunteered to go. He said, 'I wentoutrunning like 
an ostrich, and when the apostle saw me coming back he said "0 God, may 
we long enjoy him." I had overtaken the Rock as the fin;t sheep entered the 
fort and I seized the two last and CJ.rried them off under my anns, bringing 
them back at a run as though l arried nothing until I cut them down 
before the apostle. They were duly killed and eaten.' Abu'i-Yasar was 
the last of the apostle'l oompaniolUl to die. Whenenrhe told thiastoryhe 

763 ���;��.ap, saying, 'They did enjoy me I long time; indeed I am the lut 

When the apostle had conquered al-Qamu., the fort of B. Abu'I-l;Iuqayq, 
$afiyad. l;Iuyayy b. Akh\abwas brought to him aIong with anQtherwoman. 
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Billl who was bringing them led them past the Jew. who were slJ.in; and 
when the .... ,oman who .. lias with $aOya saw them she Ihrieked and alapped 
her face and poured dUlt on her head. When the apostle saw her he aaid, 
'Take this she-devil away from me.' He gave orden that $afiya wu 10 be 
put behind him and threw hi� mantle O\'er her, 10 that the Muslims �new 
that he had chosen herfor hlmac:lf. I have heard that the apostle uld to 
Billl when he saw this ]ewtsS behaving in that way, 'Had you no oompas
sion, Bil51,whenyou brought two women past theirdc:ad husbands?' Now 
$afiya had seen in a dream when she was the wife of Kin§na h. al·Rabi' h. 
Abfi'I-I:Iuqayq that the moon would fall into her lap. Whcn she lold her 
hUlband he said, 'This simply mealU Ihat you oovet the king of the Hijaz, 
Muhammad.' He gave her such a blow in the face that he blacked her eye. 
When she was brought to the apostle the mark was still there, and when he 
asked the cause of it she told him this story. 

Till! RI!ST OF THI! AFFAIR OF KHAYBAR 

Kinlna h. al-Rabl', who had the custody of the treasure of B. al_Na�ir, wu 
brought to the apostle who asked him about it. He denied that he knew 
where it was. A Jew came (T. was brought) to the apostle and said that he T. ,s8z 
hadsc:en Kinlina going round a certain min ellery morning early. When 
the aposile u.id to Kinana, 'Do you know that if we find you ha\'e il I shall 
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the rest he refused 10 produce it, so the apostle gaYe orden loal-Zubayr b. 
al-'Awwlm, 'Tonure him until you extract what he has,' 10 he kindled a 764 

fire with flint and steel on his chcst until he was nearly dead. Then the 
apostle delivered him to Muhammad b. Mas1amaand he IIruckoffhis head, 
in revenge for his brother MaJ:Imfid 

-The apostle besieged Ihe people of Khaybar in their two forts ai-Walil) 
and al-Suillim until when they could hold out no longer they asked h im tO 
let them go, and spare their Ii\'cs, and he did so. Now the apostle had 
talen possession of all their propeny-al-Shaqq, Nata, and al-Katiba and 
all their foTts-<xcept what appertained to these two.- When the people 
of Fadak heard of what had happened Ihey sc:nt to the apostle asking him 
to lct them go and to 8pare their lillcs and they would lene him their 
property, and he did so. The one who acted u intermediary was MuJ:!ay
� b. Mas'lid, brother of B. I:Ilritha" When the people of Khaybar sur
rendered on theae conditions theyuked Ihe apostle to employ them on the 
property with halflM.re in the produce, saying, 'We know more about it 
than you and we are beuer fannera.' The apostle agreed lo thia arrange-
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the prey of Ihe r.luslims, while Fadalt was the pcrsonal propeny of the 
apostle becauM: they had not driven horses or came!s against it.' 

When theapostlehad restedZaynab d. al_I�3rith, the\\'ife ofSalllm b. 
Mishkam prepared for him a roast lamb, halling firstinquired whatjoint 
he preferred. When she leamcd thatitwas the shoulder she puta lotof 
poison in it and poisoned the whole lamb. Then she brought it in and 
placcd it beforc him. He toolt hold of the shoulder and chewed a morscl of 
it, but he did not swallow it. Bishr b. al-Barl'b. Ma'rur who was with him 

765 took some of it as the apostle had done, but he swallowed ii, while Ihe 
apostle spat il out, saying, 'This bone tells me that it is poisoncd.' Then he 
called for the woman and she ronfcsscd, and when he asked her what had 
induced her to do this she answered: 'You know what you hal'C done to my 
people. I saidto mYM:lf, Ifheilaking I shall euc myaelfofhim and ifhe �� 
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��\\:�:�. have done).' So the apostle let 

ha:1���� �;s'��':i;f �h�c�u h�
a
�! �� �i:���:�3J:� ��S:h;�� �:;::�� 

came to visit him, '0 Umm Bishr, this is the time in which I feci a deadly 
pain from what I ate with your brother at Khaybar.' The Muslims ron-
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yr in addition to the prophetic office 

Having finished with Khaybar, the apostle went to W3di'I-Qun'i and 
bcsicgcd itspeopleforsome nights, thenheleftto returnto Medina. 

Thaur b. Zayd told me from �Iim, freed &lave of 'Abdullah b. MUfT' 
from Abu HUfI)'r:a, who said: When we left Khaybar to go to W3di'I-Quri 
with the apostlc we haltcd there in the el'ening u the sun wu M:lting. The 
apostle had a slave which RiD/a h. Zayd al-]udhamt, of the clan ai
Oubaybi, had given him (763). He was laying down the apostle'. saddle 
when suddenly a random arrow hit him and killed him. We rongratulated 
him on paradiM:, bm the apostle said, 'Cenainly not. His cloak is even now 
burning on him in Hell. He had surreptitiously Btolen it on the day of 
Khaybar from the spoil of the Muslims.' One of his companions heard this 
and came to him saying, 'I took two sandal thongt.' He aaid, 'Twothongt 
of fire will be cut for you like them.' 

766 One I do not suspect told me from 'Abdullah b. Mughalial al-Muzant: 
'I took a bag of lard from the booty of Khaybar and carried itolion my 
aboulder to my companions, when the man who had been put over the 
spoil met me and Jajd hold of the end of it, saying, "Hiel This we mwt 
divide among the Musliffi$." I said that I would not gille him it snd he 
began to try and pull the bag IWsy from me. The apostle taw what WQ 
happening and laughed. Then he said to the officer in charge of the spoil 
"Lct him have it, ronfound you," ao he let go of it and I WCflt oli to my 
companiona and we ate it.' 

When the apostle married $aOya in Khaybar or on the way, she having 
' Cf.S(l"'7.66,i.e.c:apNnditby fo"",ol.n:no. 
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The JeW3 in the fighting that day 
Opcned theireyes inthe dust(764)·' 

Some Muslim women were with the apostle at Khaybar, and the apostle 
:��

;
:�d tbem a small portion of the booty. He did not give them a definite 

768 Sulayman b. SuJ.laym told me from Umayya b. Abii'I.$all from a 
woman of B. Ghifir whom he named to me: She said, 'J came to the 
apostle with some women of B. GhiBr and we told the apostle, as he ,",,'as 
going to Khaybar, that we wanted to go with him where he went, to tend 
the wounded and to help the Muslirra as far as weeould. He told us togo 
wilh God's blessing, and so we went with him. J was a young girl and the 
apostle took me on the back of his saddle. When the apostle dismounted 
formoming prayer and I got olfthe back of his saddle, 10, .orne of my 
blood was on it. It was the first time that this had happcned to me. I 
ru.hed to the camel in my shame. When the apostle saw my distress and 
the blood he guessed the reason and told me IOdeanse myself; then 101ak.e 
water and put some salt in it, and then to wash the back of the aaddle and 
go back 10 my mount.' 

She added: 'When the apostle conquered Khaybarhe gave ul a lmall 
part of the booty. He took this necklace which you see on my neck and 
gave it to me and hung it round my neck with his own hand, and by God it 
will ne"er1eave me.' It was on her neck until she died when .he gave 
instructions that it was to be buried with her. She never deansed henelf 
but.heput salt in the purifying water, and gave instructionl that it shou Id 
be put in the \.\'lIter wilh which she was washed when she was dead. 

The names of the Muslims who met martyrdom at Khaybar Ire: of 
769 Ouraysh oftheclanofB. Umayyab. 'Abdu Shams oftheir allies: Rabl'ab. 

Aktharn b. Sakhbara b. 'Amr, and RiB'a b. 'Arnir b. Ghanm b. Diidin b. 
Asad, and Thaqlf b. 'Amr and Ria'a b. MasriiJ.l. Of B. Asad b. 'Abdu'J· 
'Uzlil: 'Abdullah b. al Hubayb (765). Of the An�rofB. Salima: Bishr b, 
ai-Bani' b. Ma'riir who died of the mutton ",.jth which the apostle was 
poisoned, and Fu4ayl b, al·Nu'miln, :Z men, Of B, Zurayq: Mas'iid b, Sa'd 
b, Clays b. Khalada b. 'kir b. Zurayq. Of Au. of B. 'Abdu'I-Ashhal' 
Mahlplid b. Maslama b. Khilid b. 'Adiy b. Majda'a b. l;Jilritha b. al· 
l;Jarith, an ally of theirs from B.J:laritha. Of n. 'Amr b . •  Auf: Abii l;>ayyaJ:!. 
b. TMbit b. a!·Nu'min b. Urnayya b. Imru'ul-Oaya b. Tha'iaba b. 'Amrb. 
'Auf; al·J:larith b. J:lltib; 'Urwa b. Murra b. Suraqa; AU8 b. al·Q�'id; 
Unayf b. J:labib; Thabit b. Alhla, and TalJ.la. Of B. Ghiflr; 'Umira b. 
'Uqba, shot by an arrow. Of AsIam: 'i\mir b. al-Akwa', and al-Aswad tne 
Ihepherd whose namewasAslam(76(i). 

Of those who found manyrdom at Khaybar according 10 what Ibn 
Shihab al·Zuhri said was i\-1as'ud b. Rabl'a, an ally of B.Zuhra from al· 
Oilra; and from the An,ir of n. 'Amr b. 'Auf, Au. b. Oatada 

un�.'!;�I:'�fI;���t;':c�n;;"';t&n'. Tbe ... odin, 'am4 ', .... l.a�/4 .... ;,hja ... "t 
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said, "We will not kill him until we send him to the Meccans and let them 
kill him among theffilldves in re\'enge for their men whom he has killed." 
They got up and shouted in Me<:ca, "Here'a news for youl You have only 
to wait for this fellow Muhammad to be sent to you to be killed in your 
midst." I said, "Help me to collect my money in Me<:ca and to get in the 
money owcd to me, for I want to go to Khaybar to get hold of the fugitiv es 
from Muhammad and his companions' before the merchants get there" 
(767). They got up and collectcd my money for me quicker than I could 
have supposed possible. I went to my wife and asked her for the money 
which she had by her, telling her that I should probably go to Khayb ar 
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my side as I was in one of the m
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erchants' tents, asking �bout thene,":, 

which I had brought. I askcd him If he could keep a secret If I entrusted Lt 
to him. He said he could, and I said, "Then wait until I can meet you 

T. 1587 privately, for r am colle<:ting my money as you see, so leave me (T. and he 
left me) until I have finished"; and so,when I had collected everything I 
had in Mecca and decided to leave, I met 'Abbils and said, "Keep my story 
secret for three nights, then say what you will for I am afuid of being p ur
sued." When he said that he would, I said, "I left your brother's son 
married to the daughter of their king, meaning �afiya, and Khaybar has 
been conquercd and all tlIat is in il removed and become the property of 
Muhammad and his companions." He said, "What are you aaying, lJaj
jljl" I said, "Yes, by Allah, but keep my ae<:ret. I have become a Muslim 
and have come only to get my money fearing that I may be deprived of it. 
When three nights have pa.sstd publish the news as you will." Whenthe 
third day came 'Abbb put on a robe of his and scentcd hiffillelfand took 

773 his stick, and went 10 the Ka'baand wenl round it. When the people 
lawhim theYlaid, "O Abu'I-Fa41, thisis indeed steadfastneu in a greaI 
misfonune!" He answered, "By no means, by Allah by whom you swear, 
Muhammad hu conquercd Khaybar andwas leftmarried tothe daughter 
of their king. He hu seized all that they poeseas and it is now his property 
and the property of his companions." They asked, "Who brought you 
this news/" He laid, "The man who brought you your neW!. He came in 
to you as a Muslim and has taken his money and gone off to join Muham
mad and his companions and to be with him." They said " 0  men of Allah, �����e�l;n:;;!a:
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�es about the day of Khaybar are the following from 

How badly the KhaybarIs fought 
To preserve their crops and dates! 
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They disliked the thought of death and 10 their preserve became a 

spoil 
And they beha\'ed like miserable cowards 
Would they flec from death? 
The death of the starved is not secmly. 

lJassin aisosaid, excusingAyman b. Umm Ayman b. 'Ubayd who had 
.tayed behind from Khaybar (he was of B. 'Auf b. al.Kh:uraj. liis 
mother Umm Ayman was a freed slave of the apostle, the mother of Udma 
b.Zaydwhowas thusbrotherto Ayman by hil mother): 

At the time when Ayman'l mother said to him 
Y.:lU are a coward and were not with the horsemen of Khaybar 
Ayman was no coward, but his horse 
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He would have fought with them as a horseman with his right hand. 
What stopped him wu the behaviour of his hone 
And what had happened to it seemed to him more KriOUS (']68). 

Nljiya b. Jundub al·A.lamlsaid 
O servantl of Allah, why do you prize 
What is nothing but food and drink 
When ParadiJe has amuing joy ? 

I am Ibn Jundub to one who does not know me. 
How many an adversary when I charged tumed aside. 
He perished in the fecding-place of vultures andjackab(769). 

When the spoil of Khl)'bar was divided, at-Shaqq and Kall fdl to the 
Muslims while al-Katiba was divided into five KCtiona: God'. fifth; the 
prophet'" hare {T fifth); the share of kindred, orphan I, the poor (T. and T . •  s!! 
wayfarers); maintenance of the prophet's wives; and maintenance of the 
men who acted as intermediaries in the peace negotiations .... ith the men of 
Fadak. To 1\1uJ:!a),),i,a, who was one of these men, the apostle gave thirty 774 
loads of barle)' and thirt)' loadlofdates. Khaybarwas apportioned among 
the men ofal-J:ludaybiya without regard to whether they were present at 
Khaybar or not. Only J�bir b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. J:larirn was absent 
and the apostlega\'e him thc nme share as the others. Its two wadis, ai-
Surayr and Kh�, fonned Ihe territory into which Khaybar was divided. 
N.t� and al-Shaqq formed ,8 shares of which Nail formed 5 and a\-Shaqq 
I). These twoplaces were divided into l,Soo shares. 
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Th� Lif� of MuhammDd 
for hi5 two son.; Umm l:Iabib d. Jah.h 30; Maiko' b. 'Abda 30; and to his 
own wivetl700 (772), 

In the Name of Allah the Compassionate the Merciful. A memorandum 
of what Muhammad the apostle of Allah gave his wivetl from the wheat of 
Khaybar. He distributed to them 180 loads. He gave hi5 daughter FJtima 
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$JliJ:! b. Kaysln told me from Ibn ShiMb al·Zuhri from 'UbayduUah b. 

'Abdullah b. 'Utba b. Mas'od: The only disposition. that the apolltle made 
at his death were three: He bequeathed to the Rahlwjs land which pro· 
duced a hundred loads in Khaybar, to the Dlriyls,the Sabl'i., and the 
Ash'aris the same. He also pve instructions that the mission of Udma b. 
Zaydb. l:Ilritha should be earriedthrough1 andlhaltwo reiigion • •  hould 
nOI be allowed to remain in the peninsula of the Anb.. 

TilE AFFAIR OF FADAK 

When the apostle had finished wilhKhay�r, God .truckterror to the 
hearts of the men of Fadak whtn they heard wlat the apostle had done to 
the men of Khaybar. They sent to him an offer of peace on condition that 
they should keep half of their produce. Their messengers came to him in 
Khaybar or on the roadl or after he came to Medina, and he accepted thl iT 
terms. Thus Fadat became hit private propeny, hecauseit had not been 771 

.nacked by horse or eamei.· 

THE NAMES OF THE DARlvON 

They were B. al·D�r b. Hllli' b. l:Iabib b. Numlra b. Lakhm who had 
come to the· apostle from Syria, namely, TamTm b. Au. and Nu'aym his 
brother, Vuld b. Qays, and 'Anfa b. 1\11lit whom the apaltJe named 
'Abdu'I-RatlmJn (n3), arid hi, brother Murrin b. Mllik, and Flkih b 
Nu'm.iin, Jabala b. Malik, and Abu Hind b. Barr and hi. brotheral· Tayyib 
whom the apostle named 'Abdullah. 

According 10 what 'Abdullah b. Abu BakT told me the apostle used to 
send to Khaybar 'Abdullah h. RawlJ:!a to act as tiICSIOr between the Mus· 
lims and the Jews. When he made his assessment they would uy, 'You 
have wronged us,' and he would aay, '(fyou wish it is yours and if you like 
it is ours,' and the Jews would say, 'On this (foundation) Hea\·en and eanh 
Itand.' But 'Abdullah acted as assessor for one year only before he was 

, Prnper ""meo .. i'lr. final ......... rittrn w' i ... 'r.d of nun.'ion • .., ""mmon in N.bootoun 
.ndp.lmyrrnc interip,ion •. bu,.", n",ly met,,;u,inclo •• icaIAnbk 
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killed at Mu'ta. After him JabMr b. !.)akhr b. Umayya b. Khansl' brother" 
of B. Salima took over the work. All went well and the MUIlims found no 
fault intheirbehaviouruntilthey attacked'Abdullah b. Sahlbrother ofB. 
I:Uritha and killed him in violation oftheir agrcement v.ith the apostle, 
and the apostle and the !\'Iuslims IUspcctcd them on that account. 

Al-ZuhrI and Bushayr b. Vaslr told me from Sahl b. Abu 1:Iathma: 
'Abdullah b. Sahl was kil led in Khaybar. He had gone there with friends 
of hill to take a"o'i.y the datcs and was found in a pool with hill neck broken, 
having been thrown there. So they took him and buried him and then 

778 came to the apostle and told him about the affair. HilI brother 'Abdu'l
Ratunan came to him accompanied by hill two cousins I:hlwayyi,a and 
l\1u]:layyi,a the IOns of Mu'ud. Now 'Abdu'I-Ra1;lman wu the youngcstof 
them and thc avcnger of blood and a prominent man among his people and 
when he spoke beforc his two cousina the apoatle said, 'The eldest first, the 
eldestfirst!'(774landhe becamcsilent. Thetwocousinsthen spoke andhc 
spoke after them. They told the apostle of the killing of their relativc and 
he said, 'Canyounamethc killer, then lwcar fiftyoaths against him that 
we should deliver him up toyout' Theyaaid that they could not Iwear to 
what they did not know. He said, 'If they Iwear fifty oaths that they did 
not kill him and do not know the slayer, will they be frce from the guilt of 
his blood /' They answered, 'We cannot accept the oatm of Jews. Thcir 
infidclity i. 10 great that they would swearfalscly.' The apoatle paid the 
blood wit of a hundred she-camels from his own property. Sahl said,' 'By ����' I shall not forget a young red camel who kicked me as I was leading 

Muhammad b. Ibr.1him b. al-1:I.1rith al-Tayml told me from 'Abdu'l· 
Ra]:lm�n b. Dujayd b. Qay�I brother of B. l:Uritha. Muhammad b. Ibrlhim 
said: 'By Cod, Sahl did not know more than he, but he was the elder. He 
said to him, 'By Allah, the affair was not thus but Sahl millunderstood. The 
apostlc did not say "Swear to IOmething you have no Itnowledgc of," but 
he wrote to the Jews of Khaybar when the AntAr spoke to him: "A dead 
man has been found among your dwellings. Pay his bloodwit." The Je ...... 
wrote back Iwearing by Allah that they had not killed him and did not 
know whohad,lothe apostle paid the blood_money.' 

'Amr b. Shu'ayb told me the same story as 'Abdu'I-Ra]:lm.1n except that 
he said, 'Pay the blood-money or be prepared for war.' 

779 I asked Ibn Shihlih al-ZuhrT, l 'How was it that the apostle gave the Jew!! 
of Khayhar their palms when he gave them on a tax hasillr Did hc assign 
that 10 thcm until he was taken or did he give them them for lOme other 
necessary reason?' He told me that the apostle took Khaybar by force 

qobtt4f • • •  Dl-",I/ .. ·i,hPiTqiAbo\6IA '. '9 ·on,h .. e ,hin .. ,he world .tond. (q •• i .. ); on 
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after fighting and Khaybar was pan of what God ga\'e to him as booty. 
The apostlc: divided iI into five pan.s and distributed it among the Muslims, 
and after the fighting the population surrendered on cc)ndition that t hey 
.hould migrate. The apostle catled them and said Ihat if they wished he 
would let them have Ihepropeny on condition Ihat Iheyworked it an dlhe 
produce was equally divided between both panies and he would leave them 
there as long as God Ietthem .lay. They accepted the tc:rms and used to 
work the propenyon those conditions. The apostle used to send 'Abclullah 
b. Rawi�a and he would di\'ide the produce and make a just aMCMment. 
When God took away His prophet, Abu Bakr continued the arrangement 
until hildeath, andso did 'Umar for the beginning of his amirate. Then 
he heard that the apostle had said in his last illness, 'Two religions shall no I 
remain together in the peninsula of the Arabs' and he madeinquiriea un til 
he got confirmation. Then he sent to the Jews saying, 'God has given 
permission for you to emigrate,' quoting theapostle's words. 'If anyone 
has an agreement with the apostle let him bring it to me and I will carry it 
out; he wbo has no .uch agreement let him get ready to emigrate.' Thus 
'llmarexpelled those who had no agreement with the aposde. 

Nlfi' dient of 'Abdullah b. 'Umar lold me from 'Abdullah b. 'Umar: 
Wi\h al-Zubayr and al.Miqdld b. al-Aswad I went out to our propeny in 
Khaybar to inspect it, and when we got there we separated to sc:e to our 
individual affain. In the night I was attacked as I was asleep on my bed 780 

and my arms were dislocated at the elba...... In the morning I called my 
companions to my aid and when they came and asked me who had done 
this I had to say that I did not mow. They reset my arms and then took 
me to 'Umar who said, 'This is the work of the Je ..... : Then he got up 
and addrc:ssed those present saying that the apostle had arranged with the 
Jews of Khaybar that we could expel them if we wished; that they had 
attacked 'Abdullah b. 'Urnar and dislocated his arms, as they had heard, 
in addition to their attack on the An""ri previously. There was no doubt 
that they were the authon of these outrages because there was no other 
enemy on the spot. Therefore if anyone had propeny in Khaybar he 
Ihould go to it, for he was on the point of expelling the Jev.1i. And he did 
expel them. 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bur told me from 'Abdullah b. Mlknaf brother of B. 
I:Uritha: When 'Urnar expelled the Je ..... from Khaybar he rode with the 
MuMjirin and An�iir and JabMr b. !;llkhr b. Urnayya b. Khansa' brother 
ofB. Salirna who was the assessor and accountant of the Medinan. and 
YuId b. Thiibit; and these two divided Khaybar among its ownen accord. 
ing to the original agreement of the lots. 

'Umar divided Wldi'I·Quri into sh.ares:' one each to 'Uthmln, 'Abdu'l· 



S26 Tht LIlt 0/ Muhammad 

Ra1;lmln, 'Amr b. Abu Salama, 'Arnir b. Abu Rabi'a, 'Amr b. Surlqa, 
U,haym (77S), Mu'ayqib and Abdullah b. al-A:qam; twa shares each to 
'Abdullah and 'Ubaydullah; one share each to the son of Abdullah b. 
Jahsh, Ibnu'I-Bukayr, Mu'tamir, Zayd b. Thlbit, Ubayy b. Ka'b, Mu'Mh 
b. 'Afnt', Abu Tal]:la and �Iasan, Jabblr b. $akhr, Jlbir b. 'Abdullah b. 
Ri'lb, Mllik b. $a',a'a, Jlbir b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr, the son of l:IuQ.ayr, 
the IOn of Sa'd b. Mu'ldh, Salilma b. Sallma, 'Abdu'I-RaI)�n b. TMbit, 

78. Abu Sharik, Abu 'Aba b. Jabr, l\Iuh2mmad b. Maslama and 'Ublda b. 
TAriq (776); half a shue each 10 Jabr b. 'Atik and the two IOnl of:l!-l;Urith 
b. Qars; one sh2re tolbn l:lazam2. Such is our information about the 
allocation of Khaybar and Wldi'I·Qurl (777). 

THE RETURN OF THOSE WHO HAD MIGRATED TO 

ABYSSINIA (778) 
These are the names of the prophet's companions who stayed in Abyssinia 
until he sent 'Arnr b. Umayya al-I,)amri to the Negus to fetch them back in 
two boats and who ultimately rejoined him in Khaybar afteral-l:Iudaybiya: 

From B. Hishim: Ja'far b. Abu Tllib "'ith his wife Asml' d. 'Umay.,' 
and his IOn 'Abdullah who was born to him in Abyssinia. Ja'far was killed 
at Mu'tain Syria when acting as the apostle'. amir. l man. 

From B. 'Abdu Shams: Kh>llid b. Sa'id b. al-'� b. Umayya with his 
wife Umayna d. Khalaf b. As'ad (779); his two children Sa'id and Ama 
begotten in Abyssinia (Khllid was kil led at Marj al-!;juffar' in the caliphate 
of Abu Bah); ru. brother 'Amrwhose wife, Fltima d. $afwan b. Umayya 

781 b. Mul)arrith al-Kinlnl, died in Abyssinia ('Arnr was killed at Ajnldayn in 
Syria during the caliphate of Abu Bakr). 

With reference to 'Amr b. Sa'id his father Sa'id b. aJ.'A� b. Umayya 
Abu Ul)ayl)a said: 

o 'Amr, I with that I knew about you whether 
When you carry anns when your anns have grown strong 
Will you leave your people's affain in such disorder 
As wil l  discla.t the rage they retain in their breasts? 

With reference to 'Amr and Khllid, their brother Aban said when the 
formerhad becornel\1uslims,and their fatherSa'Id haddiedin al_�urayba 
in the region ofTI'if: 

Would that � deadman in �urayba couldsee 
What 'Amr and Khllid are falsely introducing into religion I 

probabk. thenlhe chanMb_ldma.kouttho lim;toof...,hman··ptopCttf °.'w,..·. h 
io dillicult � __ pc the c:oncl ... ion d .. " .uch ." un ...... I ...,rd .. 'u used 'n l toclln,M,.t _ 1, .. "", .. -.iohinllhlt lword o( ex,,,ma.l� ohould bc used "' IhiJ"""lC1t boca\l ... 'he Anbo ofthcHijo.z in thlo epodl \ooftd doo<n on .,ticuI".,.., ond ",.,.tofthe�""' th..,. 
usedw",.., bono .. ed f"""thei.�", : r:l.olc:'7:I;t""....!c�Y O d"',"i""1l1 .1>o".ned. F\I!ld<l.ilohoveamad1 be<:nai""n. 
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They obeyed the commands of women concerning us 
Andassilltedthe \·ery enemic:s wewerc fighting. 

I do not insult my brother's honour sinee he i. my brother 
Though he docs not refnlin from evil words. 
Whcn affailll went ill with him heaaid, 
'Woukl that a man dead in {:Unlyba would rise from the grave!' 
Lcave the dead in peace, for he hu gone his way, 
And deal with the man at hand who las more need or you. 

And Mu'ayqib b. Abil Fi\ima who became 'Umar's guardian of the 
publicpurse;he belonged tothe family ofSa'id b. al-'�; andAbu Mii.I 
al-Aah'ari 'Abdullah b. Oays, an ally of the family of 'Ulba b. Rabl'a b. 
'A�r:;��d

4
b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzz1: Al-Aswad b. Naufal. I. 

From B. 'Abdu'I-Oir: Jahm b. Oays with his t""o lIOns 'Amr and 
Khuzayma. Hill wife Umm l;Iannala d. 'Abdu'I-Aawad (.he died in 
Abyssinia)v.ith her IWO ehildren. I-

From B. Zuhn. b. Killb: 'Arnir b. Abu Waqqlf and 'Utba b. Mu'ud an 
ally oftheirs lrom Hudhayl. 2. 

From B. Taym b. Murra: AI-l;Iirith b. Khllid whose wife Rana d. al_ ,83 
l;Iirilh h. Jubayla died in Abyssinia I. 

From B. JumaQ b. 'Amr: 'Uthmin b. Rabi'a b. Uhbin. I-
From B. Sahm b. 'Amr: MaQmiya b. al Jaz', an ally of theirs from B. 

Zubayd. Theaposde put him in charge of the filths ofthe Muslims. I. 
From B. 'Adiy b. Kt'b: Mt'mar b. 'Abdullah. I. 
From B. 'Arnir: Abil I�jtib b. 'Amr; MAlik b. Rabrt with his wife 

'Amnl d. al-Sa'di b. Waqdiln. 2. 
From B. al-l;Iirithb. Fihr: AI-l;Iarith b. 'AbduOays. I. 

tw!���ow� of those who had died in Abyssinia were also brought in the 

The total number of the men whom the Negus sent in the two boats 
with 'Amr b. Umayya was 16 

Of thoac who migrated to Abyssinia and did not return until after Badr 
and the Negus did not send in the two boats to the apostle; and those wbo 
came afterwards and thoae who died in Abyssinia were: 

From B. Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams: 'Ubaydullah b. JaQsh, an ally from 
AIld of Khuzayma with hi, wife Umm l;Iabiba d. Abu Sufyin and his 
daughter l;ltbiba from whomAbii Sufyiln'a ollughter gother kunya, her 
own name being �amla. 'Ubtyduliah had migrated with the Muslims, 
but when he got to Abyssinia he turned Christian and died there u luch 
baving abandoned bltm. The apostle afterwards married his wife. 

Muhammad b. JJI'far b. al-Zubayr from 'Urwa told me about Ubay- 78 .. 
dullah'l tuming Christian and uid: When he passed by the apostle's 
campanio", he used to Illy, 'Our eyes are opened but yours veiled,' i.e 
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We can see c1tarly but you are only !rying to see; you an't yet sceclearly, 
the meuphor being taken from a puppy who tria to open iu eyes and 
flutteBthembcforehecando lO,i.e. \Vehaveopened oureyesandwe sce, 
but you ha\'e not opened your eyes to ace though you are trying to do so. 

And Oars b. 'Abdullah of B. And b. Khuzayma who wu father of 
Umayya d. Oays who was with Umm I;bbiba, and his wife Barala d. 
Yash, the freed slave of Abu Sufy�n. They were tbe two foster.motheB 
of 'Ubaydullah b. Jal,uh and Umm l;Iablba d. Abu Sufyin. They took 
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martyr with the apostle at 1:lunayn, and 'Amr b. Urnayya b. al.�I�rith who 
died in Abyssinia. 2 men 

From B. 'Abdu'I-D�r; Abu'i-Rum b. 'Umayr and Firls b. al-NaQ.r. 2. 
From B. Zuhra b. Kilib: AI-Mullalib b. Azhar "'ith his wife Ramla d. 

AbU 'Aufb. J)ubayn who died in Abyuinia. She bare him there 'Abdullah 
b. al·Munalib. It was IJ3id that he wu the fin! man in Islam to inherit hi. 
father', property. I. 

From B. Tayrn b. Murra; 'Amr b. 'Uthmin who was killed at Oildi.tya 
with Sa'db. Abu Waqq�. l. 

From B. Makhzum b. Yaqa;a; HabMr b. Sufyiin b. 'Abdu'I·A$a.d killed 
at Ajn�dayn in Abu Bakr'. caliphate, and his brother 'Abdullah killed in 

,8s the year of al-Yarmuk in 'Urnar', caliphate. (There is doubt as to whether 
he was killed there or not); and Hi.h�m b. Abu I:fudhayfa. 3. 

From B. Jurna\l b. 'Amr; Hltib b. al·l;Urith and his two sons Muham
mad and al-I;Urith "'ith his wife FAtima d. al-Mujallal. I:fltib died in 
Abyuinia aI a Muslim and his wife and his two sons came in one of the 
boats; and his brotherl;lan1bwith his wife Fukayhad. Yaslr. He died 
there as a Muslim and his wife Fuhyha camein one ofthe boats; and 
Sufyin b. Ma'mar b. l:fabib and his two sons Jun�da and J�bir with their 
mother l;Iasana, and their half·brother by tbeir mother Shural;lbil h. !t�:r�' 

6�
UfYIn and his two IOns Jun�da and Jlbir died in the caliphate of 

From B. Sahm b. 'Amr: 'Abdullah b. al-l;Iarith who died in Abyuinia; 
and Oays b.l;Iudhilfa; and Abu Oays b. al·l;Iilrith who was killed at al
Yamlma in the caliphate of Abu Bakr, and 'Abdullah b. l;ludh�fa who was 
the apostle's Cflvoy 10 Chosroea; and a1-l;Illrithb. al-l;Illrith b.Oay.,and 
Ma'marb. al·I;lIrith; and Bi.hrb. al·l;Illrilh and asonofhis mother fro m 
B. Tamim called Sa'Id b. 'Amr who was killed al Ajnldayn in the cali· 
phate of Abu Bakr; and Sa'id b. al-l;Iilrith who was killed in Iheyear of 
al·Yarmukin the caliphate of 'Umar; and al-Sll'ib b. aJ-l:I:lrith who was 
woundedat al-T�'ifwiththe apottie andkilJedinthebattle ofFiJ:ll'inthe 
caliphate of 'Umar-othera uy in the fight at Khaybar, and 'Umayr b. 
Ri'lb who waskiUed at 'Ayn al·Tamr with Kh:llid b. al-Walid when he 

786 came from al·Yamama in the caliphate of Abu Bakr. II men 
' In Syri.o. Cf.Yiq.8n 
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From B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: 'Urwa b. 'Abdu'I-'Uzu who died in Abyssinia; 
and'Adiy b. Na41a who also died there. 2. 

'Adiy had a IJoOn called al-Nu'man who returned with the Muslims. In 
the caliphate of 'Umar he \\'as put o\'er Maydn in the district of Basra. 
He composed some verses: 

Hasn't al-l:fasnA" heard that her husband in Maysin 
h drinking from glasses and jars 1 
If l wished, thcchiefmen ofthccity would sing tome 
And dancing-girb pirouette on liplOC, 
If you're my friend, give me a drink in the largest cup, 
Don't givemc the smallest halfbrokcn! 
Perhaps the commander of the faithful will take it amiss 
That we're drinking together in a tumbledown castle! 

When 'Umar heard of these verses he said: 'He's righi, by God, I do 
take it amiss! Anyone who sees him can tell him that I have deposed him.' 
Aftcr his deposition he came to 'Umar and pleaded that he had never 
acted in thcway that his verses implied, but Ihat he was a poet who 
wrote in their cxaggeratedway. 'Umar rcplicd that as long ashe lived he 
would never act as his governor after having used such words, 
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}<'rom B. al-I:Urith b, Fihr: 'Uthman b, 'Abdu Chanm; :md Sa'd b. 
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apostle in l\lecca, and those who came aftel'\\'lIrds, and those whom the 787 
Negus did not $Cnd in the two boats was H men. 

The names of those who died in Abyssinia and their children were: 
From B. 'Abdu Shams: 'Ubaydullah b. JaJ:lsh who died a Christian. 
From D. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Uu3: 'Amr b. Umayya b. al-l:Hirith 

���: �: ����I.I�.I���r�:���u��a�
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n�I_I;:��r���ther lJallab 

From ll. 'Adiyb. Ka'b: 'Urwab. 'Abdu'l-'Uz:t� and 'Adiyb.Na41a. 7men. 
Of their children : Miisil h. al-lHrith b, Khalid b. Sakhr b. 'Amir from 

B. 'I'aymb. l\'iurra. I man. 
The total number of women who migrated to Abyssinia, those who came 

back and those who died there was 16 women besides their daughters 
whom they bore [here who came back and who died Ihere and who went 
along with them: 

From Quraysh of B. Hashim: Ruqayya d. of the apostle. 
From B. Umayya: Urum J::Iabiba d. Abu Suf)'�n wilh her daughter 

l:Iabiba. She took her with her from Mecca and they returned logethcr. 
From 11 r.lakhzum: Umm Salama d. Abii Umayya. She brought �ck 

her daughter Zaynab whom she bore there. 
' O" thebuuty'. 
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From B. Taym b. Murra: Rayta d. al-l;I�rilh b. Jubayla who died on 
the journey and her two daughten 'i\'ishaand Zaynab by al-l;I�rilh born 
in Abyssinia. They all, together wilh their brOlher Mud b. al-Harith, died 
on the journey from drinking foul water. Only her daughler FAlima, born 
there, survived to return. 

From B. Sahm b. 'Amr: Ramla d. Abu 'Aufb. Oubayra 
From B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: Layl� d. AbU l;Iathma b. GMnim. 
From B. 'i\mir b. Lu'ayy; Sauda d. Zama'a b. Qays; and Sahla d. 

,88 Suhayl b. 'Amr and his daughter al-!\lujallal: and 'Amra d. :al-Sa'di b. 
Waqdin: and Umm Kulthiim d. Suhayl b. 'Amr. 

FromdistantArabtribes;Asmil'd.'UmaYllb.al-Nu'manal-Khath'amiya; 
and Falima d. $afwAn b. Umayya b. !\Iul)arrith al-Kiniiniya; and Fukayha 
d. Yas;;r; and Baraka d. Yasar; and I�asana Umm Sburahbil b. 1:lasana. 

These are the names of the cbildren who were born to them in Abyssinia: 
From B. IHshim: 'Abdullah b. }a'far b. Abu Tlilib. 
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�1��:.mad b. Abu l;Iudhayfa: and Sa'id b. 

From B. Makhzum: Zaynab d. AbU Sab.ma b. al-Aud. 
From B. Zuhra: 'Abdullah b. al-Mu\talib b. Azhar. 
From B. Taym: !\lud. b. al·I:Urith b. Kh§lid and his sisters 'Nisha and 

FilJimaand Za)'nab· S boys and S girls 

TilE FULFILLED PILGRIMAGE,' A.II. 7 

When the apostle relurned from Khaybar 10 l\'1edina he stayed there from 
thefirsl Rabi' unliIShawwAI,sendingout l'1lidingpaniesand expeditions. 
Then in Dhii'l-Qa'da-the month in which the polytheisu had prevenled 
him from pilgrimage-he went OUI to make the 'fulfilled pilgrimage' (780) 
in place of the 'umfa from whieh the)' had excluded him. 

,89 Tbose Muslims who had been excluded with him went out in A.I!. 7, and 
when the Meecan. heard of it they got out of his way. QUl'1lysh "id among 
themselves, 'I\tuhammad and his companions are in destitution, want, 
andpri\-ation.' 

A man I have no reason to suspect told me that Ibn 'Abbis said: 'They 
gathered at Ihe door oflhe assembly house to look at him and his com
panions, and when the apostle entcred the mosque he threw Ihe end of his 
cloak over his Idl Bhoulder leaving his right upper arm free. Then he uid 
"God have mercy on a man who shows them loda)' that he is strong." 
Then hekisse<l'the stone, and went out trouingJ as did his companionl 
until when the temple concealed him from them and he had kissed' the 
ItOUthem comer he walked tokis,s' the blackllone. Then hetrotted' ,imi-

j§f�}§�����:�;��S:;S�:�;; 
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larly three circui13 and walked the rcst.' Ibn 'Abblls used tosay, 'People 
uscd to think that this practi� wasnot incumbenton them beal1le the 
apostle only did it for this clan of QUl1lysh because of what he had heard :�u

l
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.
:nade the farewell pilgrimage he adhered to it' 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr lold me that when the apolltle entered Mecca on 
that pilgrimage 'Abdullah h. RawJ1:ta was holding the halter of hit camel 
and saying: 

Get out of his way, you unbelievers, make way? 
Every good thing goes with His apostle. 
o Lord I believe in his word, 
I know God','truth in accepting it. 
Wewillfight youabouti13interpretationl 

�it�e
s::�::��:�:J;;Ur::�: i�e:�;���:n

lhoulde� 
And make friend unmindful of friend C78t). 

Abln b. $1lil) and 'Abdullah b. Abu Najil) from 'Ali' b. AbU Rabil) and 190 
Mujihid Abu'l-l:Iajjij from Ibn 'Abbit told me that the apostle married 
Maymuna d. al-l:I�rith in that journey of his when he was frQTam. AI-'Abbas 
b. 'Abdu'l-Munalib married him to her (782).4 

The apostle remained three daY' in Mecca. i:luwaYJib b. 'Abdu'l
'Uzd b. Abu Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b. N�r b. !\1�lik b. l:lisl ";th a few 
Quraysh came to him on the third day because Quraysh had entrusted him 
with the duty of sending the apostle out of Mecca. They said: 'Your time 
is up, 80 get out from us.' The apostle answered: 'How would it harm you 
if you were to let me stay and I pve • wedding feast among you and we 
prepared food and you eame too?' They replied, 'We doo't n«d your 
food, !IO get out.' So the apostle went out and left AbU RIfi'his dient in 
charge of Maymuna until he brought her to him in Sarif.1 (T. The apostle 
ordered them 10 change the (normal) sacrificial animal and did 80 himsdf. 
Camels were hard 10 (:Ome by !IO he allowed them to offer oxen.) The 
lpoltle oonaurnmated his marriage with her there, and then went on to 
Medina in Dhu'I-l;Iijja (,83). 

THE R",ID ON MU'T ... I N  .... 11 .8 

Hercmained there for thercslof DhU'I-I�ijja,whilethepolytheists,upcr
vised the pilgrimage, and throughoutal-Mul)arramand $afarand thelwo 
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Muhammad b. la'far b . .  al-Zubayr from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr said: The 
apostle Knthis expedition toMu'tain Jumada'I-Olil intheyear8and put 
Zayd b.l:Iaritha in command; if Zayd were slain then la'far b. Abu Tillib 
was to rake command, and if he were killed then 'Abdullah b. Rawil)a_ 
The expedition got ready to the number of 3,000 and prepared tO ltart. 
When they were about to ICt off they bade farewell to the apostle's chief II 
and saluted them. When 'Abdullah b. Rawa�a took his leave of the chiefs 
he wept and when they asked him the reason he aaid, 'By God, il is not that 
I love the world and am inordinate1y auaehed to you, but I heard the 
apostle read a verse from God's book in which he mentioned hell: "There 
ia not one of you but.hall come to it; that is a detennined decree of your 
Lord,"' and l do notltnowhow I can relUm after I have bccn to it.' The 
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and protect you and bring you back to UI 

But I ask the Merciful'a pardbn 
And a wide opcn wound discharging blood, 
Or a deadJy lance-thrust from a zcaloua warrior 
That will pierce the bowela and liver; 
So that men will lay when they pass my grave, 
'God guide him, fine raider thaI he was, he did well!' 

to 
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�:e about 10 ltan, 'Abdullah came to the apostle 

May God conlirm the good things He gave you 
As he confirmed thcm to Mo.cswith victory.: 
I percei\'ed goodness in you by a natural gift. 
God knows that I eansee deeply. 
You are the apostJe and he who is deprived of his gifts 
And the sight ofhim w no rcalwonh (78.t}. 
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le acrompanying them until he 

May peaee remain on the he$1 companion and friend, 
The man I said good-bye to amid the palma. 

They went on their way as rar as Ma'.tn in Syria where they heard that 
Heradius had come dow!) to l\1a'ilb in the Balq.t' with 100,000 Greeks 
joined by 100,000 men from Lakhm and ludh.tm and al-Qayn and Bahri' 
and Bali commanded by a manof Baliof Irishacalled Millik b. Zafila. 
When Ihe Muslims heard Ihisthey spent two nightaat Ma'ln pondering 
what to do. They were in fl\'our of writing to the aposde to teU him of 

' SQ.n " .7a 
' The d"biouoo .,.atu ondr.u1ty rhyme ;ath_lina u nahtlr coITtCMbyl.H. 
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I wept on hearing these words and he flicked mc with his whip and said, 
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794 'Why worry, wretched fellow, if God grants me martyrdom and you return 
firmly in the saddle?' Then in one of his rajaz poems he said 

O Zayd, Zayd ofthe swift lean camcls, 
Long is the night you have bcen lcd, so dismount. 

meaning his two companions Zayd and ja'far. Then he dismounted and a 
' Th�� ;'. I>I.y on th� ,,'ord. h ... 
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A kahina ofl:lad311 who heard about the advance of the apostle's army 
had said to her people who were a clan called B. Ghanm: 
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By God, I never (:ea.seto blame my�lffor,topping 
Whenthe horsea wcre leapingfonllard' withboltingeyes. 
I stoppcd there neither asking hclp nor acting dedsively 
Nor protecting those for whom death was decreed. 
However, I did but imitate KhAlid 
And Kh!ilid has no equal in the army. 
My heart was moved for Ja'far in Mu'ta 
When an arrow was no good to an archer. 
And he linked up their two wings to us 
Muhajirs not polytheists nor unarmed. 

Thus Qa}'ll made clear in his verses the facti which people dispute, namely 
that the army kept their distance and wcre afraid ofdeath, and establis hed 
the fact that Kh!ilid and hia men avoided battle (790). 

Among the lamentations over the apostle'. companions who died at 799 
Mu'ta are the lines ofl;lassln b. Thabit 

A miserable night I had in Yathrib, 
An"ietythat robbed meof l!ieep whenothel'l llcptsoundly. 
At the thoughtofa friend myteal'l ran fast. 
(Memory is oft the cauae of weeping. 
Nay, the loss ofa friend i, a calamity, 
And how many a noble soul is affiicted and endures patiently.) 
I saw the best of the believel'l follow one another to death, 
Though some held back behind them.' 
May God receive the Ilain at Mu'ta who went one after another. 
Among them Ja'far now bome on wings, 
And Zayd and 'Abdullah when they too followed 
When the cords ofdcath wcre activc 
On the day they went'on with the believcl'l, 
The fortunatc radiant onc lcading them to death 
Bright as the full moon-of Hbhim's sons. 
Haughty against wrong, daringly bold, 
He fought till he fcll unpillowed 
On the baulefield, a broken shaft in hi. body. 
He has his rcward with thcmartyl'l, 
Gardens andgreen .preadingtrees 
We saw in )a'far a man loya\ to Muhammad, 
Oncwhogne deeisiveorders. 
lI.laythcre e\·cr bein lsbmof Hbhim'sline 
PilIal'l of strength and an endless soun:e of pride; 
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In Islam they are a mountain and thcpeoplc round them 
Arcrockspilcd upto a mount majestic and lofty. 

���:�i�h�e;ld����� I�;C�::� :�:. his broth!:r 'Ali 

And Uamza and al-'Abbb and 'Aqil 
And thcupof thewoodfromwhich hewu squeezed.' 
Ily them rdicfcomcs in c\"cry hard dusty fight 
Whenc\er men are in a tight oorncr. 
They are the fricnds of God Who sent down His wisdom to them 
And among them is the purified bringeroftht Book.! 

While the eycs of others slept my cyeshed tears 
Likc thedripping ofa faulty water_skin. 
In thc night when sorrows came upon me 
When I was not sobbingl I turned rtstlessly onmy couch. 
Grief came rcpntedly and I Pl"<'d the night 
M though I hadtoshephcrd Ursaand Pisccs.4 
'Twas as though between my ribt and bowels 
A burning piercing pain afflictcd me, 
Sorrowing for those who one after another 
Wcre Icft lying that day in MU'la 
God blcss them, the heroes, 
And may plenteous rairu refresh thcir bones I 
They forccd themscl\'es for God'sslkc 
To ignore the fear of death and oo\\llrdly failure. 
They went in front of the Muslims 
Likcstallion fo.als, cl3d in long mail 
When they were led by Ja'far and his flag 
In front of their leader, and what a fineleadcr 
Until the ranks wercbreached and Ja'far 
Whcrc thc ranks werc trapped lay prostrate. 
The moon lost its radianee at his death, 
Thcsun cdipsedand wellnigh dark. 
A chief of high lineage from Hashim, 
In lofty eminence and authority immo\"able, 
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They excelled other tribes in glory and honour 
And their enlightened minds oo\'ered up the ignorance of others 
They would not cmbark on a I·icious enterprise, 
You could see theirspeakcr dccidingjustly. 

o In pol"'l .. lanl!lJ.l.�: . <h;l' of ,,,,, .,ld block 
• All 'hOI r�&d. Lke Alid. propo�.ndo • Or, r<odona .. /<I��N ·)·<omin�· or ·""",nona • Lt. "" w.tched the ...... in ,""it PO""� • ..,<01. ,h. ,ky whil. o,he .. ,I<p'. A clichf 
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Their faces weloomcd, their handsgal'e frecly 
When days of famine would excuse parsimony. 
God was pleascd with their guidance of His creation, 
And by their good fortune the apostolic pfophet was victorious. 

l:Iasun b. Th:lbit mouming Ja'far· 
I wept, and the death of Ja'far the prophet's friend 
Was grie\'ous to the whole world 
I was distressed, and when I heard of your death nid, 

��� �\\�;;d�g:r��� �;��e
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Striking and lances piercing again and again? 
Now Ja'far, Filima's blessed son, is dead, 
The best of all creatures, m08t heavy is his loss, 
Noblcst of all in origin, and most powerful 
When wronged, ffiOSt lubmissi"e to right 
When it was indubitably true; 
Most open.handed, least inunseemlincss; 
Most Jal'ish in generosity and kindness, 
Alwa}'!! excepting Muhammad, 
Whom no living being can equal. 

l\lourning Zaydb. l:Uritha and 'Abdullah b. Raw§�a hesaid: 

o eye, be generous with the last drop of thy tears 
And remember in thy easethOM: in theirgrlvcs. 
Remember l\1u'ta and whal happencd there 
When they went to their defeat, 
When they returned leaving Zayd there, 
Happy be the abade of the poor one, imprisoncd (in the grave),' 

��: [�r�n:t�:\?:a:eoro��! ��t;;:ee;:' breasts. 
A�mad who has no equat, 
My sorrow and my joy are for him. ��d:

o
���o:f �'i�a�s

deceiVcd. 
Be generou� with thy tears for the Khazrajite,' 
He was a chief who ga\'e freely there. 
We ha\'esuffered enough by their death 
Andpassthenightin joylcssgricf 

A Muslim poet who returned from Mu'tasaid' 
Enough cause for gricf that I have retumed while Ja'far 
And Zayd and 'Abdullah arc in the dust of the grave! 

, Ot'Tha,(.irrerugcorth.e poor.ndth.e aptn·c'. 
· i  .•. 'Abdullohb. R ...... \)Io 
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They met th�ir end when they went their way 
And I with the survimf$ am left to life'a lI()rrows. 
Three men were sent forward and advanced 
To death'. loathed pool of blood. 

The names of those who died a martyr'. death at Mu'ta 
Of Qura}'$h: of the dan of B. IHshim, Ja'far and Zayd. 
Of B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b: Mas'lid b. al·Aawlid b. l;liritha b. NII�la 
Of B. Milik b. �1i.1: WlIhb b. Sa'd b. Abu SarJ.!. 
Of the Anpr: of the clan of B. :al-I.Urith b. :al.KhuNij, 'Abdullah h. 

RawliJ:!aand 'Abbld b. Qa}'$. 
Of B. Ghanam b. Mllik b. ai-Najjar, al-I�lrith b. Nu'man b. Udf h. 

NaQla b. 'Abd b. 'Auf h. Ghanam. 
or B. Mbin h. al.Najj;lr, Suriqa h. 'Amr b. 'Aliya b. Khand.' (791). 

THE CAUSES THAT LEO TO THE OCCUPATION OF 
MECCA, A.II. 8 

After hehad senthis force to Mu'tathe apostie stayed in l\<ledinaduring 
the latter Jumldl and Rajab. Then the B. Bakr b. 'Abdu l\lanlitb. Kin�na 
attacked Khuza'a while they were at a well of theirs in the lower region of 
Mecca caUed al-Watir. The cause of the quarrel was that a man ofB. 
a[.1:1a4rarnl called I\Ulik b. 'Abbid-the 1:IaQrami being at that time allies 
of al.As",-ad b. Razn-had gone out on a tradingjoumey ; and when he 
reached the middle oI the Khuza'a country they attacked and killed him 
andtookhis poasessiona. So B. Bakrattacked a man of Khuu'a and killed 
him;andjust bcforeJalamKhuza'a attacked thesonsof al.Aswad b. Razn 
ai-Diu who were the most prominent chiefs of B. Kinlna-Salml, Kul
���'::c�: ?r�:'ayb--and killed them in 'Anla at the boundary stones of 

Sol One of the B. al·Dil told me that B. al·Aswad during the pagan era were 
paid double bloodwit hecause of their position among them, while they 
only got a single blood""it. 

While B. Bakr and Khuza'a were thu. at enmity Islam intervened and 
occupied men'. mind •. Whcn the peace of l;ludaybiya was concluded 
between the apostle and Quraysh one of the conditions-according to what 
al-Zuhri told me from 'Urn'a h. al-Zubayr from at·Misl'.-ar b, Makhrama 
and Marw�n b. al-�lahm and other traditionists-was that anyone who 
wanted to enter into a treaty relationship with cither party could d oso; the 
B. Bakr joined Qun}'$h and Khuzi'ajoined the apostle. When the armis
tice was established B. aI-Oil of B. Bakr took advantage of it against 
Khuza'a in their desire 10 revenge themselves on them for the sons of 
,\swad whom they had killed. So Naufal b. Mu'iwiya ai-Dill, who �'as 
Ihcir leader at the time, went out with the 11. at.Oil,though:all the B. Bakr 
did not follow him, and attacked Khuza'a by night while they were at aJ· 
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K
���:�� b. Lu'� al-Dili describing the fight between Kinlina and 
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Among them the apostle of God prepared for war.' 
When he is wronged his face becomes black with anger 
With a great army foaming like the tea. 
Verily Quraysh have broken their promise to you, 
They have violated their pledged word, 
And they set men to watch out for me in Kadii.' 
Theydaimthat I can get no one to help Ull 
And they but a miserable few 
They attacked us at night in al·Watir 
Andkilled usaswe performed theritual prayer:s (j94)· 

The apostle said, 'May you be helped 0 'Amr h. S1lim!" Then as a ����
:

appeared in the sky he said, 'This cloud \\ill prol'ide hc:lp for the Il. 

Then Budayl b. Warqli' came with a number of Khuzii'a to the apostle 
in l\'1edina and IOld him of their misfortune and how Quraysh had helped 
lJ. Bakr again't them. I'laving done to they returned to Mecca. The 
apostle uid, 'I think you will see Abu Su(ylln coming to strengthen the 
agreement and to ask for more time.' When Budayl and his companions 
had got as far as 'U.fan· they met Abu Sufylln who had been sent by 
Quraysh to strengthen the agrecment with the apostle and to ask for an 
extension, for they were afraid of the consequences of what they had done. 
AbU Sufy�n asked Budayl whence he had come because he suspected him 80, 
of ha\'ing \'isited the apostle. He replied that he had oomealong thelhore 
and thC' bottom of this valley with the Khuzli'a, and denicd that he had 
been to Muhammad. When Budayl had gone off to Mecca Abu Sufyiin 
uid, 'If lludayl came to Medina he will have given hiscameIs dates 10 eat 
there,' 10 he went to where the camels had knelt and Iplit up Iheir dung 
and looked at the stones. 'By God, I .wear Budayl has come from Muham. 
mad,' he nid. 

Having arrived at Medina he went in to his daughter Umm I:labiba, and 
ashewentlositon the apostle'scarpetshe folded itupsothathe couldnot 
siton;t. 'My dear daughter,' he said,'l hardly knowifyouthink that the 
earpct il too good forme or that 1 am too good for the carpet!' Shereplied: 
'h iathe apostle'IClIrpct and you are an undean polytheist. I do not want 
you to lit on the apostle'IClIrpct.' 'By Goct.' he uid, 'sinee you left me you 
have gone to the bad.' Then he went 10 the apostle, who would notapcak 
10 him; he then went to Abu Bakr and lIIIked him to speak to the apostle 
for him; he refused to do to. Then he went to 'Umar who said, 'Should I 
intereede for you with the apostle! If l had only an ant I would fight you 
with il.' Then he went in to see 'Ali with whom Wlill Hlima the apostle'. 
: ��i�R��;od��=fE\,::� .�;� :�Aa:on.he hcirhto above M«co. 
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That old camdwho groansfrom hill arse. 
This is the time for war-its girths are tightened.' 
Don't feel safe from us, son of Umm Mujalid, 
Whtn its pure milk ill extracted and its teeth are crooked 
Don't be disappointed, forour swords 
Will open the door to death (796). 
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white mule and went out on it ulltil I eame to the arak tretll, thinkingthat 

I might find some woodcutters or milkers or someone who could go to 
Mecca and tell them where the aposde was so Ihat Ihey could come out 
and ask for &afety before he enlered thelOwn by assault. Alii wngoing 
along with this intent suddenly I h�ard the sound of Abu Sufyln (T. and 
J:lakim b. J:laz:\m) and Budayl talklllg together. Abu Sufyan was saying. 
'1 have never seen such firtll and such a camp before.' Budayl was saying, 
'These, by God, are (Ihe fires of) Khuzi'a which war has kindled.' Abu 
SufyAn was saying, 'Khuz;l'a are 100 poor and few to ha"e fires and camps 
like these.' I recognized his voice and called to him and he rc:cognizcd my 
"oice. I told him that the apostle was here with his army and cxpressed 8'3 
concern for him and for Quraysh: 'If he takes you he witl behead you, 80 
ride on the back ofthi. mule so that I C1n take you to him and ask for you 
his protection.' So he rode behind me and his two companions returned. 
Whenever we passed a Muslim fire we were challenged, and when they 
saw the apostle's mule with me riding it they said it was the prophet's uncle 
riding his mule until I pa3!led by 'Urnar's fire. He challenged me and got 
up and came to me, and when he saw AbU. !:iufy�n on Ihe back of the beast 
he cried: 'Abil Sufy�n, the enemy of God! Thanks be to God who has 
delivcred you up whhoul agreement or word.' Then he ran towards the 
apostle and I made the mule gallop, and the mule won by the diSlance a 
slow beast will outrun a slow man. I dismounted and went in to the 
apostle and 'Umar came in saying the lame words and adding, 'Let me 
take off his head.' I told the apostle thaI I had promised him my protec
tion ;then I aat by him and took hold of his head and said, 'By God, none 
Ihall talk confidenfially to him this nightwithoul my being presem'; and 
when 'Umar continued to remonstrate I said, 'Gently, 'Umarl If he had 
been one of the B. 'Adiy b. Ka'b you would not have said this; but you 
know that he is one of Ihe B. 'Abdu Man�f.' He replied, 'Gently, 'Abbis! 
for by God your hlam the day you accepled it was dearer to me than the 
hlam of al-Khattab would ha\'e been had he become a Muslim. One Ihing 
I lurely know is Ihat your Islam was dearer 10 the apostle Ihan my father's 
would ha\'e been.' The apostle told me to take him away to my quartera 
and bring him back in the morning. He stayed the night with me and I took 
him in to see Ihe apostle early in the morning and when he saw him he 
laid, 'Isn't it time that you should recognize that there is no God but 
Al!ah /' He answered, 'You are dearer to me than father and mother. How 
great is your clemency, honour, and kindnessl By God, T thoughl Ihal had 
there been another God with God he would have continued to help me ' 
Heaaid: 'Woe to you, Abu Sufyan, iBn't it time that you recognize tha t l  8, .. 
am God'. apostle l' He answered, 'As 10 that I still h3\'e IIOme doubt.' 

T said 10 him, 'Submiland tcstifythat there is no God bUI Allah and tha t 
Muhammad is the apostle of God before you lose your head,' so he did 110 
I pointed out to Ihe apostle that Abu Sufyan was a man who liked to have 
$Orne cause for pride and asked him to do something for him. He said, 'I Ie 
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who enters Abu Sufyln's house is safe, and hewholockshisdoorissafe,and 
he who enten the mosque is safe.' When he went off to go back the apostle 
told me to detain him in the narrow part of the wadi where the mountain 
projccted' sothatGod's annieswould pass by and he would scc them; so 
I went and detained h.im where the prophet had ordered. 

Thes<juadrons passed him with their standards, and he asked who they 
were. When I uid Sulaym he would say, 'What have I to do with SUlaym?' 
and so wilh Muzayna until all had passtd, he asking thesarne questionand 
making the same response to the reply. Finally the apostle passro with hi, 
greenish-black squadron (799) in which were Muhajirs and An�lir whose 

S.S eyes alone were visible because of their armour. He said, 'Good heavCJ1l, 
'AbbAs, who are these?' and when i told him he said thai none could with
Ilandthem. 'By God, O Abu Fa"l,the authorityofyour brother'lsonhas 
become great.' i told him that itwatdueto his prophetic office, andhe 
said that in that case he had nothing to say againsl it. 

I told him to hurry to his people. When he came to them he cried at the 
top of his voice: '0 Quraysh. this i5 Muhammad who has come to you with 
a force you cannot resist. He who enters Abu Sufyiln's house is safe.' 
Hind d. 'Utba went up to him, and seizing his moustaches cried, 'Kill dili 
fat greasy bladder of lard I What a rotten protector of the peoplel' He 
pid, 'Woe to you, don't let this woman deceive you, for you cannot resist 
what has comc. He who enters Abu Sufyln's house will be safe.' 'God 
slay you,' they said, 'what good will your house be to us ?,J He.added, 'And 
he who shuts his door upon himself will be ufe and he who enters the 
mosque will be safe.' Thereupoo the peopledispened to their houscs and 
the mosque. 

'Abdullah b. Abu Bu.r told me that when the apostle came to Dhu Tuwl 
he halted on his beatt turbaned with a piece of red Yamant cloth and that 
he lowered hi5 head in submission to God, when he saw how God had ��:��:

e 
him with victory, so that his beard almost touched the middle of 

YaJ:tyl b. 'Abbld b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from hi, father from his 
grandmother Mml' d. Abu Bili said: When the apostle stopped in Dhu 
Tuwil Abu QuJ:tMa said to a daughter of hi5, one of his youngest children, 
'Take me up to Abu Qubays,' for his sight had almost gone. When they 
got there he asked her what shc oould ICC and she told him 'a mass of 
black.' 'Those are the horses,' he said. Then she told him that she could 
see a man running up and down in front of them and he pid that that was 
the adjutant, meaning the man who carries and transmits the orders to the 

8.6 cavalry. Then she said, 'By God, the black m .... has spread.' He said, 'In 
that case the caV1llry have been released, lO bring me quicl-.ly to my house.' 
She took him down and the caV1llry encountered him before he oould get 
to his house. The girl had a silver necklace and a man who met her tore 

' Li t. '  •• u.e _ of the MOllOtain' • 
• i.�. itco,,!d nc>. provide cover tor them aU 
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Then he went to al-Khandama with $afwan, Suhayl, and 'lkrima and 
when the Muslims under KhiUid arrived a skirmish fQllowed in which 
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done nothing, so he attaeked and killed him and apostatized. He had two 
5inging-girl5 Fartanli and her friend who uscd to sing satirie:al songsabou t 
the apostle, so he ordered that they should be killed I"ith him. 

Another was al-I�uwayrith b. Nuqaydh b. Wahb b. 'Abd b. Qu,ayy, one 
of those who used to insult him in ro.'leeca{804). 

Another was Miqyas b. 1:lubaba' because he had killed an An,lirI who 
had killed his brother accidentally, and retl.lmed to QUl1llysh as a polytheist. 
And S3ra, freed slave of one of the B. "Abdu'l-Munalib; and 'ikrima b. 
Abu JaM. 5ara had iruulted him in l\1ecca. As for'lkrima, he fled to the 
Yaman. His wife Umm 1:laklm d. al-I:Hrith b. Hish3m became a Mu.lim 
and asked immunity for him and the apostle gave it. She went to the 
Yaman in search of him and brought him to the apostle and he accepted 
hlam. ('I'- 'lkrima used to relate, according to what they say, that what T. ,�o 
turned him to Islam when he had gone to the Yaman was that he had deter-
mined to eross the sea to AbYlSSiniaand when he found a ship Ihe muter 
uid, '0 �rvant of God, you cannot travel in my ship until you _dnow_ 
ledge that God is one and diaa\'ow any ri\-al to Him, for I fear that if yo u 
do not do so we should perish.' When I asked ifnonebut sueh peTlOns 
was allowed totrnel in hi,ship he replied, 'Yes, and he'must be sineere.' 
So I thoughl : Why should I lea\'e Muhammad when this is what he has 
brought us? Truly our God on the sea is our God on the dry land. There-
upon I reeognized Islam and it entered into my heart.) 'Abdullah b. 
Khalal was killed by Sa'id b. l:Iurayth al-Makhzum! and Abu Barza al-
Aslam! acting together. Miqyu was kllled by Kumayla b. 'Abdullah, one 810 
of his own people. Miqyu'.sister said of his killing' 

By my life, Numaylashamed his people 
And dislTC!lSCd the wintcrguests when he slew Miqyas. 
Whoever has sun a man lih Miqyas 
Who provided food for young mothert in hard times. 

A. for Ibn Kha\al's two singing-girls,'one was killed and the other ran 
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the valley of Meee:a and kiJled her. AI-I:luwayrith was killed by 'All. 
Sa'id b. Abu Hind from Abu l\lun-a, freed sla\'e of 'Aqil b. Abil TJlib. 

told me that Umm Hilni' d. Abu Tiilib said: When the apostle halted in the 
upper part of I\Iece3 two of my brothers-in-law from B. Makhzum fled to 
me. (She was the wife of Hubayra b. Abu Wahb al-Makhzumi.) 'Ali came 
in Iwearing that be \\O'.Ild kill them, so I bolted the door of my house on 
them and wenl to the apostle and found him washing in a large bowl in 
which was the remains of dough while his daughter F�lima was seruning 
him with his garment. When he had washed he took his garment and 
wrapped himself in it and prayed eight bendings of the morning prayer. 

' W. Ot<MIoa. On p. ,.8 ht .. ·."et $roM"" .. hich may .. ,.l1 be riih" n .pit. of C .... hich 
foll<>", 1h. Qlmu,. 
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Then he came forward and welcomed me and asked me why I had come. 
When I told him about the two men and 'Ali he said: 'We give protec
tion to whomsoc:ver you give protection and we give safety to thosc: you 
protect. He must not kill them' (805). 

Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al-Zubayr from 'Ubaydullah b. 'Abdullm b. 
Abu Thaurfrom $afiyad. Shaybatold me that the apostle after arrivin gin 
Mecca when the popula� had settled down went to the temple and en
compassed it seven times on his camel touching the blackstone with a 

8z1 stick which he had in his hand. This done he summoned 'Uthmm b. 
Tal�a and took the key of the Ka'ba from him, and when the door was 
opened for him he went in. There he found a dove made of wood. He 
broke itin his hands and threw it away. Then he8l00d by the door of the 
Ka'ba whilethe men in the mosque gathered to him.' 

A:z.r. i. 70 [I.I. from 'Abdullah b. AbQ Bakr from 'Ali b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abbb: The 
apostle entered Mecca on the day of the conquest and it contained 360 
idols which Iblis" had strengthened with lead. The apostle was standing 
by them with a stick in his hand, sayillg, 'The truth has come and fa1se· 
hood has passed away; verily faJsehood is sure to pass away' (Siira 17. 82) 
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them with his stick and they collapsed on their backs 
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and burned with fire and broken up. Fa41la b. al-Mulawwi� al-LaythJ 
said commemorating the day of the conquest: 

Had you seen Muhammad and his lroops The day the idols were smashed when he entered, 
You would have seen God's light become manifest 
And darkness covering the face of idolatry. 

Azr. U. from ijaklm b. 'AbbM b. ijanif and other traditionists: Quraysh 
'·'07 had put pictures in the Ka'ba including two of Jesus son of Mary and 

Mary (on both of whom be.peace!). I. Shihlb said: AlIml' d. Shaqrsaid 
that a woman of Ghassln joined in the pilgrimage of the Arabs and when 
she saw the picture of Mary in the Ka'ba she said, 'My father and my 
mother be your ransom! You are surely an Arab woman!' The apostle 
ordered that the pictures should be erased except those of Jesus and Mary. 3} 

A traditionist' told me that the apostle stood at the door of the Ka'ba 
and .said: 'There is no God but Allah alone; He has no associate. He has 
made good His promise and helped His servant. He has put to flight the 

' O,herupl.ruo.bons .pv<:nfor lhe word ;.taJ.<d/a .... ·.6.Iedth.irp .. "n'ond 'IUr. 

' A ponrlJ.l,radi,ionon,h • •  u,horiry ofl. 'A'bbhvu, .l·Zuhrlllmply oays thotlh. idol. w ..... I .. �.n.d by! .. d. 
, Appo .. ntly I.H.lwcut outwhatl.l. wroto ondodoptedlh"Ia,.ttroditionthot allthe 

pkt"", . ...... oblituated. A mo", d ... il.d account oftn.... picturea will be found in An 
.04-6 

· T· he"' .,.."... .he inform.o.tl .... 'Ul1W'b.M ... '.b.l.WojibfrotnQ.l1<bol·S.dll.i. 
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confedentes alone. E,'ery cl.im of privilegc' or blood or propcrty are 
.bolished by me cxcept the cwtody of the lemple and the walering oflhe 
pilgril1\l. The unintentionally slain in a quasi- i ntentional way by dub or  
whip,' for  him the bloodwit is most  sevtre: a hundred camels,fortyof 
them to be pregnant. 0 Ourayah, God has taken from you the haughtiness 
of p.ganism and its veneration of ancestors. Man springs from Adam 
and Adam sprang from dust.' Then he read to them Ihis ve�: '0 men, 
We crea.ted you from male and female and made you into peoples and 
tribes that you may know one another: of a truth the most noble of you in 
God'llight isthe l1lOltpious' totheendofthe pWla�.J Then he.dded, 
'0 Qurayah, what do you think that 1 am about to do with you l' They 
�lied, 'Good. You are a noble brother, son of a noble brother.' He 
uid,'Go your way for you are the freed ones.' 

[To Thus the apostle let them go though God had given him power over T. 1�2 
their lives and they were his apoiJ. For this rcuon the Meccan,were 
caUed ' the frecd onct'. Then the populaccgathued togcther in Mecca 
to do homage to the lpostlein lalam. As 1 have heard, he sat (waiting) 
for them on aI-Safl while 'Urnar remained below him imposing condi. 
tiona on the pcople who paid homagc to the apostle promising to hcar and 
obey God and His apostle to the best of their ability. This applied to the 
men; when they had finished he dealt with the women. Among the 
QuraYlh women who came was Hind d. 'Utba who ClIme veiled and du-
guised bceausc ofwhat she hsd done espccially in regard to l:Iamz.a, for Ihe 
wu afraid that the apostle would punish her. According to what I heard, 
when they approached him he asked if they gave their word not to auociate 
anythingwithGod,and Hind said,'ByGod,you lay on U! somcthing that 
you have not laid on the men and we will carry it out.' He said,'Andyou 
ahall not!teaJ.' Shenid,'ByGod, Iuscd lo takea little ofAbuSufyln'. 
money and I do not know whether that is lawful for me or not.' Abu 

SufyAn who was present when ahe said thia told her that so far as the paat 
Wat concerned it wu lawful. The apostle said, 'Then you are Hind d. 
'Utb.?

, 
and she said 'I am; forgive me what it PUt and God win forgive 

you.' He said, 'And do not commit adultery.' She answered, 'Docs a free 
woman commit adullery, 0 apoatle of God?' He aaid,'And you shall not 
kill your children.' She uid, 'I brought them up when they were little and 
yOu ltilled them on the day of Baclr when they were grown up, 10 you are 
the one to know about them I' 'Urnar laughed immoderately al her reply. 
Hesaid,'Youshall not invent alanderous tales.' Shesaid,'ByGod,slander 
i.disgraceful,but it usometimel bettcr to ignore it.' He said,'You.hall 
not disobey me in carrying Ol.lt orders to do good.' She said,'We.hould 
not have sat aU this time if we v.'lflted to disobey)'ou in such orders.' The 

l�tlesaid to'Umar,'Acccpttheirtroth:andhellkedGod"forgi\'enesa 
for them while 'Umar accepted their homage on his behalf. The apostle 
neverl.lscd to take the women's hands; he did not touch I woman nor did 

'Eopuiotl,inberitodauthoril,.. 
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one touch him except one whom God had made lawful (0 him or Wit! one 
of hislrarim. Ibn Ia]:llq from Abban b. $Jli]:l !-lid that thewomen's homage 
according to what some traditioni'l' had told him was in this wise: a vessel 
comaining watl:r 11'38 put in from of the apostle and when he laid the 
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that he would impose conditions on them and when they accepted them he 
pid,'Go, I have accepted your homage,' and added nothing further.)' 

Then the apostle Pt in the mosque and ' Ali came to him with the key of 
the Ka'ba in his hand asking him to grant his family the right of guarding 
the temple as well as the watering of the pilgrims, but the apostle called for 
'Uthman h. Tall)a and said, 'Here is your key; today il a day of good 

Saa 
fai

�:"i�8�)Abo. Sandar ai-Adami from one of his tribesmcn said: We had 
with us a bra\'e man called A]:lmar Ba'san.1 When he slept he snorcd so 
loudly that everyone knew where he was. When he spent the night with 
his elan he slept apart. If the clan was attacked at night they would call 
his name and he would leap up like a lion and nothing could withstand 
him. It happened that a party of raiden from Hudhayl came, making for 
the people at their water; and when they drew near Ibn al-Athwa' a.l
Hudhalltold thcm not to hurry him until he had looked round; for if 
AJ:tmar was among the group there was no way 10 get at them. He anored 
ao loudly that one could tell where he was. So he listened and when he 

SaJ heard hi,anoring hewalkeduptohimand thrusthisswordinlohil breast 
pressing on itao that he killed him. Then they rushed upon the pany who 
cried'A]:lmar!' But they had noAJ:tmar. 
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a poly theist, and Khuzl'a saw and recognited him, and they surrounded 
him as he was at the aide of one of the walls of Mecca, saying, 'Are you the 
man who killed AJ:tmarr' 'Yes', he said, 'and what about it?' Thereupon 
Khirilsh b. Umayya adunced on him with drawn sword pying, 'Gel away 
from the man.' We IUpposed that he wanted 10 get the people away from 
him; but when we drew away he ran at him and thrust hi. aword in his 
belly. By God, I can almost see him now with his entrails flowing (onh 
from hill belly and his eycs two mere llit. in his head the while he said, 
'1Ia\'eyou done it, you men of KhuzJ'al' until he collapsed and fell. The 
:lpostle said,'Stop this killing, Khutil'a; there has bcen 100 much killing �::.: 

�l�:
r,e were profit in it. I will pay the bloodwit for the man you 

'Abdu'I-Ra]:lm:1n b.J:lannala al-Aslami from Sa'id b. al-;\lusayyib told 
me that when the apostle heard what KhirJsh had done he said, 'Khirbh is 
too prone to kill,' thereby rebuking him 

'"".,64.(ult')'O.f>44." 
'Orllpn .. nUO· .. n. A .. ."nrenicw",.. ·RflIinJ>O"u·,·Ruddybold·.orlhelike 



The Life of Muhammad 

Sa'id b. Abu Sa'id al-Maqburt from Abu Shurayl;l al-Khud'J laid' 
When 'Amr b. al-Zubayr' came 10 Mecca 10 fight his brother 'Abdullah I 
came 10 him and said, 'Listenl When we were with the apostle Ihe day 
after the conquesl of Mecca, KhuzJ'a attacked a man of Hudhayl and 
killed him, he being a polYlheist. The apostlearoec and addressed us, 
nying, "God made Mecca holy the day He crealed heaven and carth,and 
it is the holy of holies until Ihe resurrection day. It is not lawful for anyone 
who believes in God and the last day 10 shed blood therein, nor to CUI 
down trees therein. it was nOI lawful 10 anyone bcfore me and il will nol 
bc lawful to anyone aflerme. Indced,it is not lawful for me except at this 8:>.4 

timebecause of(God's) anger a81linst its pcople. Now it has rcgained ils 
formcr holiness. Lctthosc here now tell thosc Ihal are nOlhere. Ifanyone 
.hould say, The apostle killed men in Mecca, uy God permitted His 
apostle to dolO but He does not permit you. Rcfrain fromkilling,you men 
of Khuza'a, for Ihere has been too much kilJing even if there were profi t in 
il. Sinceyou have killed a manlwillpayhisbloodwit. If anyone is killed 
Ifter my IOjourn here hispcople have a choice: Iheycan have his killer'. lif e 
or Ihe blood-money." Then the apostle paid Ihe bloodwit for the man 
whom Khuzli'a hid slain.' 'Amr replied, 'Be offwilh you, old manl We 
know more about its sanclitylhan you. It does not prolect Ihe Ihedder of 
blood, nor the man who caSIS off his allegiance nor him who withholds tax ' 
Abu Shurayl;l answered, 'I was there and you were not. The apostle ordered 
us who were present to IdllhQoSe who were absent. I ha\'e told you and the 
respollBibility now rCSts with you' (80-]). 

Muhammad b. Ja'far from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr told me that $afwlin b. 81s 
Umayya went OUI 10 Judda to lake ship 10 the Yaman. 'Umayr b. Wahb 816 
IOld the prophet that $afwan, who was a chicfamong his people, had fled 
from him 10 cast himself into the sea, and asked him to grant him immu
nity. Thc prophclagreed to do 1O, and 'Umayr asked him for a lign to 
prO\'e it, and he gavc him thc turban with which he had entered Mecca. 
'Umayr look il and o\'enook $afwin just as he was about to embark. He 
begged him not to commil suicide and produccd the tokcn of hi I safety. 
$afw;ln told him to be off and not to speak to him. He replied,'hly parents 
be your ransom! He is the most virtuous, most pious, most clement, and 
bcst of men,yourvery cousin. Hil honour is your honour.' He replied, 
'I go in fear of my life because of him.' He answered, 'lie is 100 clemCtlI 
and too honourable to kill you.' So he went back with him to the apostle 
and told him that 'Umayr had said that he had promised him immunity. 
He said that that was true. Safwiln asked for IWO months in which to make 
up his mind,and he gave him four months (808). 

AI-Zuhri told me Ihat Umm lJakim d. al-I;l:lrith b. Hisham and F5khita 
d. al-Walid (who was married to $afwiin, while Umm 1:lakim'l husband 
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Do not be without a man, hatred of whom 
Has m:l:de you live in Najtln in utmost misery! 

h7 ��:. t��
e
r:a�::�l. al-Ziba'ril he went to the apostle and accepted 

Oapostle of God,my tongue is repairing 
The mischitfI did when a perishing (sinner) 
When I followed Satan in going astray. 
(He who turns aside with him must perish.) 
My flesh and my bones believe in my Lord 
My heart bears witness that you are the warner. 
I will drivt the c1an of Lu'ayy from you there, 
AU of them being deceivecl. 

When he became a Muslim he said also: 
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After His love He ga\'e: you His proof to honour you 
And God's proof is great 
I testify that your religion is true 
And that you are: great among men. 
And God testifies that AJ.!.mad is the thosen, 
The: noble: one:, cynosure of the: rightcous, 
A prince whose lofty house: is from l;Ihhim, 
Strong from top to botlom (809). 

As for Hubayra b. AbU. Wahb al.Makh2umT, he: livtd the:re: until he ditd 818 
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Doea Hind long for you ordo you know that she haa aske:d about you? 
Thus distance producc:s many changc:s. 
On a high inaccc:ssible: fort in Najrinshe: has banished my slee:p. 
Whe:nnightfallshe:r phantomroarmabroad. 
o that reproacher who wakes me: at night and blames me! 
She: re:proaches me: by night-may her e:rror err utterly! 
Assc:rting that if I obc:y my family I shall perish, 
But will anything but the: loss of he:r kill me:? 
Butlamof a people: whoiftheydo the:irutmost 
The:y attain thc:irend forthwith. 

I protc:ctthe:rc:arof my tribc: 
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God will pro\'ide food for myself and my family. 
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If you have followed Muhammad'. religion 
And the ties of kinship draw you 10 your kin, 
Then 6tay far distant on a high round rock, 
Dry dust its only moisture(8Io).� 

The Muslims who were: prcsc:n l at the conquest of Mecca numbered 
10,ooo:0£B. Sulaym 700 (some: Illy 1,000); of B. Ghilar 400; ofAslam 
400; of Muuyna 1,003; and the rest of them were from Quraysh and 

�:
."'Ir and their allies and parties of Arabs from Tamim and Oays and 

'Thi.linei.anim.itltionofl.4,in'heM .. ·�of'Amrb.KulthUm· 
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T
�:ng the poems about the conquest is Ihe folJowing from l:f�n b. 

From Dh!i!u'I-�bi' and al.jiwJ" to 'Adhri.'· 
Traces h::Jxe dl$appcared, their camping-ground isemplY. 
The camps ofB.al-I:las�b'are a desert 
Oblilerated by wind and rain. 
There used always lo be a friend there; 
hs pastures held choice camels and sheep 
But leave that! Who witl rid me of the night \'ision 
Which keeps me from sleep when nighl's first hours have gone, 
orSha'thil" who fills me with longing 
So that my heaft cannot be cured of it 1 
She is like Ihe wine of na)'t RI',J 
l\lixed wilh honey and water, 
All draughts thatcouldbementioncd 

�;���m� �;::����t :�:h
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If we are quarrelsome or insulting to others. 
When we drink it we are as kingtand lions, 
Nothing can keep us from the fTllY. 
May we lose our hOTSes if you do not see them6 
Raising thc dust-clouds, their rendel.VOU8 Kada'. 
They tug at the reins turning their necks toone sidc, 
The lhirsly lanccs couched abo\'e their shoulders 
As our horscsraced along,' 
The women flapped their\·eils intheir faccs. 
If you don't oppose us we shall tclebrate the'Umra, 
The conquc:n will be complclcd and Ihcco\'cring retno· .. ed. 
UUI if you do, expect a fight on the day 
When God helps those He pleases. 
Gabricl, God's messcngcr, is with us and 
Thc holy spirit has no equal 
Godsaid,'lhal'csent a man 
Whospeaks thctruthif youwillprofit by expcricncc 

'TII .. ., p Loc  ... ",inS)·,;,;.hrl.u.,,,.,,IIeco,npof.I.I;I:i,,,hb. AbiiSIu"n"he 
Chauan'd"·h<>mI.Ia .... nu�'o'-;>". 
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Were it true may my hand never lift a whipl 
Imerelysaid,Woeisthe mothe r o f the heroes 
Who were slain in unhappy unlucky days! 
Those not their equal in blood killed them 
And great was my Wetping and dismay. 
You �"Ould break thean'enant if you slandered 
'Abd b. 'Abdullah and the daughter of Mahwad. 
Dhu'ayb and Kulthum and 5alm3 went successively to death, 
So if my eyedoea not Wetp let me grieve. 
There is no clan like Salmii and his brothers; :�
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Consider, you whoknowthe truth,and act! 

Budayl b. 'Abdu ManH h. Umm A,ram answered him 

Anuwept Razn,how loud wuhiscry. 
He should have wept for 'Adiy unavenged and destroyed. 
You wept, Abu 'Abs, becau� they were blood relations 
That you might have an excu!IC if none staned a war. 
Noble warriors killed them on the day of Khandama,' 
Nufayl andl\'1a'bad amongthemifyou inquire. 
If your tears flow for them you will not be blamed 
And if the eye doea notwetp then be sad (8u), 

Bujayrb.Zuhayr b.AbuSulm5uidconccrningthedayof theoonquest: 

Muzayna andthe Banu Khuf:1f thatday 
Expelled the people of al_l:Iaballaql from every ravine. 
We smote them \\;th our sha rp  swords 
The day the good prophet entered Mecca. g���;��gg���g�1��i��":'"J.Ym 

Youoould hear among the nnks their whisper 
As if the notched end were split from il' binding.· 
We went with lances straight levelled 

• Icannotundtntsnd '''i.,·,"".If'''''p<opleof.I-U·ball.q' .. e�, •• S ... yt" hc'nb<. 
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.ub;..:'of'he .. n'.""", .. C.doa. . • nd .... . "."di n' ..... ....,of· .. n' ou " ;bu'thcn w• 
mu .. tok. Mu .. ,"" .. on Ott\WI,h.., ond �ad Honl'll:h.A.Dh ... yo rho, � mnns 
·"""II.h«p· bu, , ho, 1;" .. 10"1. help. Who, onewou!dupcc. i. 00 .... �f.�nor to , ... 
Mec:cano,bu"hty..-neno ••• pclledfrom.h •• o","" 

'U •. ",rod'. For 4Atd/""M1t4 10m. MSS,have4.0t4!""um "h<irf!&nko' . 
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KIiALlD'S EXPEDITION AFTER THE CONQUEST TO THE 
B. JADHfMA OF KINANA AND 'ALI 'S EXPEDITION TO 

REPAIR KHALlD'S ERROR 
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a dog's bowl. When all blood and property had been paid for he still had 
some money over. He asked if any compensation was still due and when 
they said it was not he gave them the rest of the money on behalf of the 
apostle in case claim! of which neither he nor Ihey knew at Ihe time shoul d 
arise. Then he returned and reported to the apostle what he had done and 
hc commended him. Then the apostle arose and faced the Qibla and raised 
his arms so that his armpits could be seen and said: '0 God, I am innocent 
before Thee of what KMlid has done.' This he said three timee 

Some who would excuse Khllidsaid that heaaid: 'I did not light until 
'Abdullah b.tludhlfa al-Sahmlordered me to do so and he said, "The 
apostlehas ordcred you to lighl them becausc Ihey keep back from Islam' " 
(816). 

Ja�dam had said to them when they laid dOI'm. their anns and he saw 
what Kh31id was doing with the B. Jadhima: '0 B. Jadhima, the banle is 
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The latter said to him, 'You have done a pagan act in Islam,' to which he 
replied that he had only a\'enged 'Abdu'I-Ra�man'l father. He answered 
that he was a liar because he himself had killed his falher'sslayer; but 
Kh:1lid had taken vengeance for his uncle al-F3kih b.al-Mughiraso tha I 
there was bad feeling between them. Hearing of this Ihe apostle said, 
'Gently, Khalid, leave my companions alone, for by God if you had a 
mounlain' of gold and spent il for God's sake you would not approach the 
merit of my companions.' 

836 Now al-Fakih b. al-i\lughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar h, J\1akhzum, and 
'Auf b. 'Abdu 'Auf b, 'Abdu'I-l:IlIrith b. Zuhra, and 'Mfan h, Abu'l-'Al b, 
Umayya b. 'Abdu Shams had gone out tnding to Ihe Yarnan. 'Affan took 
his IOn 'Uthmln and 'Auf look his son 'Abdu'I-RaJ:lrnlin. When they 
returned they carried the money of a man of B. Jadhirna b. '.�mir, who had 
died in the Yarnan, 10 his heirs. One of their men called Khllid b. Hishllm 
claimed it and met them in Ihe Jadhirna territory bcforc Ihcy coliid ge 110 
Ihedcad man'sfamily, They refused togi\'e it up. A light for the possea· 
sion of the money took place during which 'Auf and al-Fiikih were killed, 
'Amn and his son C$Caping. They se.ized the propenyof al-Fakih and 
'Auf and took it away and 'Abdu'I-RaJ:lman killed Khalid b. Hisham the 
slayer of his father. QlITaysh meditated an attack on B. Jadhima, but they 
declared that thc assault had not been planned by them and that they did 
not know of it until afterwards, They offered to pay compensation for 
blood and properly and QUTaysh agreed,and so war Wall &\'oided. 

Sa?::: 
of Ihe 11. Jadhima said, though some »y it was a woman called 

Had not one tribe said to anOlher, Be Muslims, 
Sulaym, Ihat day, would have met a strong opponent. 
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BUlfandthe men ofJ�damandMurnwould havesmillenthem 
Until they left the camels groaning in pain 
How many warriOni did you see on the day of Ghuma)'li' 
Dead,nevCTwounded before, alwaysgiying the wounds?' 
(\Var) made husbandless women remain with the marriagemaken 
And ac:parated the men who were married from their wives (817). 

S
��;�b b. Mirdas answered her; lOme say it was a1-Ja��U b. l:IakIm a1-

Stop thi,idle talk: sufficient opponent 
Are we alwaYI to the hero of the battle. 
Khllid wu more to be acused than you 
The day he took the plain way in the affair. 
Helped by God'icommand driYing towards you 
(Hona) which ,tumble not going left and right. 
T�:r

w
�n:��t the news of Mllik', death in the pbin when they went 837 

Stern viaaged Ihowing theirtetth in douds of dust. 

�o:·e
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U���:i�o bewail Milik. 

AI.Ja�Qmfb.l:Iakim al-Sulam!said 

Horsea givenfreerein werewiththe prophetat l:lunayn 

��e:t���d�:O:i�h:: 7�����ves 
Galloped in the sacred area. 
We act our faces against the spean 
Faces neycrgiven to be siapped. 
I am not one to throw my garments from mc' 
Whencyer a warrior shakea his lance, 
But my colt beneath mc bean me 
Tothc heights'with my sharplword. 

Ya'qub b. 'Utba b. al-Mughira b. al-Akhnu from al-Zuhrl from Ibn 
AbU l:Iadrad al-Aslam! told me: I was with KhAlid'l cavalry that day when 
a young man of the B. Jadhima who was about my own age spoke to me 
His hands wcrc tied to his ncck by an old rope and thc women were: Iland
ingin a groupa short distanceaway. He asked me to takc hold oflhe rope 
and lead him to the women s.o that hc might say whal he had 10 say and 
then bring him back and do what we liked with him. I said thaI thaI W1lll a 

�����f��t��ti�;'i��:��:: 
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.mall thing to aslr. and I led him to them. As he stood by them he said, 
'Fare you well,l;Iubaysha, though life is at an end.' 

Tell me when I lOughtand found you in l;Ialya 
Or came o n y o u i n al-KhawAniq, 
Was I not a lover worthy to be given what he asked, 
Who undertoolr.joumeys by night and noonday? 
I did no wrong when I said when our people were together, 
Reward me with IO\'e before lOme misfortune befallsl 
Reward me with love before distance divides 
And the chief goes off with a dear one thUII parted. 
For I was never disloyal to our secret troth 

�vnh�:ih:Y
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Evcn then the attraction of love wu there (818) 

The same authority told me that she aaid: 'May your life bc prolonged 
se\'en and ten continuous years and eight thereafter: Then I took him 
away and he was bchcad.ed. 

Abu Firat b. Abu Sunbula al-Aslaml from lOme of their .haylr.hs from 
one who wu present said: She went to him when he was beheaded and 
bent over him and kept on kissing him until Ihe died at his side. 

One of the B. Jadhlmasaid: 

God rcquite Mudlij for the evil they did us 
Wherever they go or rest. 
They took our goods and divided thcm; 
The Ipcan came at us not once nor twice. 
Were it not for the religion of Muhammad's people 
Theircavalry'would have fled and been driven off. 

ij�:tl h;�.��:::�=::;:::I���
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e�:�rOOd? 
If they repcnt or return to their (right) way 
We will not repay them for what thelquadron 10111.' 

Wahb ofthe B. Layth answered him: 

We called 'Amirlo Islam and the tn.nh. 
It is notour fault if'Amir turned thtirbacu. 
What happcned to 'Amir, confound them, is not our fault 
Because their minds were foolish and went astray. 

One oflheH.Jadhima said: 

Congratulate n. Ka'b on the coming of Khilid and his companion. 
The mom when the squadrons came on us. 
Ibn Khuwaylid.howed no dOlire for revenge. 

'Rndin,witllC./rIntyOJ 
'Or.rudin.'hepuhvowithW .• ·wrthcoqu.dton .... virlrbttnled .. t ... y'. 
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You would hav� been cont�nt had you not been th�r�. 
Our m�n do not keep th�ir fools from \a, 
Nor i. th� malady of th� day of al.Ghumaysl' cured 

A young man of B. Jadhima who was leading hi. moth�r and hi!! two 839 
listcn in their flight from Khililid',fon::euid: 

Set free your skirts, let your garments trail; 
Walk as chaste women who do not qllail. 
We guard our women, we will not fail. 

Young men of B. Jadhima known as B. MusiJ:liq were composing rough 
venewhentheyheardofKhililid,and oneof themuid: 

$1Ifrl' white of Ilanu whom a man with flocks and camels 
Posseues,know. that I will do all a man can do this day. 

�afr.1'who diverUherh\aband wellknow., 
She who e1Its bllt a morsel of meat, 
That today I will deJh'er a swift blow 
As one leaving the sacred area hiulluggish pregnant camels. 

No long.maned lion withponderolll pawl, 
Ferocious mien, and tawny whiskera.' 
R�ring 'twin jungle and thicket when the mom i. cold, 
Whose only food is man, 
Is bolder than I was that day, I ,wear. 

KH},LW'SJOURNEY TO DESTROY AL-'UZZ}, 

Then the ap08tle lent KMlid to al·'Unili which was in Nakhla. It was a 
temple which this tribe of Ouraysh and Kinilina and all Mu4arused to 
venerate. Iuguardians and wardens were B. ShaybilinofB. Sulaym, allies 
of B. Hishim. When the Sulami guardian heard of Khililid's coming he 
hung hi.lword on her,cHmbed the mountain on whichshe stood,and said: 

o 'Uuili, make an annihilating attack on Khililid, 
Throw uide your veil and gird up)·our train. 
o 'Um, if you do not killthi. man Khililid 
Then bear a .wift puni.hment or become a Christian.' 

When Khllid arrived he dC$troyed her and returned to the apostle. 
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TilE BATTLE OF �UNAYN. A.II.8 

'Th.lan�i. th"o",cul."' .. �I.ofl4j' 
• Li,. ' .. id Tcbk·;oth.'.u'ho,iti .. .. y;t".. •• n. on.ppilti ,h. fine ... 
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'Atrib.ofSuloym. Howhin andSulaymwuob""beruib. • 
• A,rib.ofQoyoof.b< elonofB. Na,r; or from B. Ju.bam b. Bak,. A��o«linll<> A. Db. 

'bey w <re. ,rib. of Ho""1l:in 
• Two OOno of No,r b. Mu'lwiya b. B.okr of H."oI.in. 
4fJ.<;I.ni.omoun.aininNojd. DhuSbo ugharandSihdna",widi • 
• A p.npb .... eof Ute oomowbat coo,.. orillinal 
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of his white mule. 1 Wa.!l a big man with a powerful voice. The apostle was 
saying when he saw the army in confusion, 'Where are you going, men?' 
And nOt one of them paid h�d, and he said, '0 'Abbils cry loudly, "0 �r, 0 comrades of the acacia tree'" and they answered 'Here we are'; 
and a man would Iry 10 lurn his beast and could not do it; and he would 
take his mail and throw it on itlnti.!lt,and take hil Iword and Ihicld and g et 
off his mount and let it go its vtay and malr.e for the voice until he came to 
the apostle. Finally a hundred were gathered by him and they went 
forv.'ard and fought. At first the cry was 'To me, An�ar!' and finally 'To 
me, Khurajl' They were steadfast in the fight and the apostle standing in �� ��

e
�': �,� down at the melee as they were fighting and uid, ':\'ow 

'�im b. 'Umar b. Qat�da from 'Abdu'I.Ra�m:1n from his father Jabir 
b. 'Abdullah said, 'While that man with the Haw:1zin standard on his camel 
was doing u he did 'Ali and one of the Anfllr turned aside making for him. 
'Ali came on him from behind and hamstrung his camel and it fell uponiu 
rump; and the An!tiiri leapt upon him and struck him a blow which sent his 
foot flying with half his shanlr. and he fell from his saddle, The men wen.! 
on fighting and, by God, when those who had run awlollY returned they 
found only prisoners handcuffed with the apostle. 

8.7 The apostle turned to AbO. Sufy:1n who was one of those who stood firm 
",ith the apostle that day and was an excellent Muslim when he accepted 
the falth,as he was holding on to the baclr.ofthe aaddle of his ffiule and ��. who it was. He replied, 'I am your mother's son, 0 apostle of 

'Abdullah b. AbU. Bak! told me that the apostle turned and IIW Umm 
Sulaym d. Mi1�ln who was with her husband AbO. Tal�a, She wu wearing 
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much for her, so she brought its head near to her and put her hand in the 
nose ring of hair along with the nose rein, After teUing the apostle who 
ahe WllS in response to his qUeition she &aid, 'KilIlhose who run away from 
you as you kill those who fight you, for they arC' worthy of death!' The 
apostle said, 'Rather God will save (me the need), 0 Umm Sulaym!' She 
hlolld a knife with her and AbO. Tal�a asked why, and she said, 'I took the 
knife 10 that if a polytheist came nelolll" me 1 could rip him up with itl' He 
said, '00 you hear what Umm Sulaym al.Ruma)1:1' says, 0 apaetle1' 

When he sct out for l;Iunayn the apostle hlolldjoined B. Sulaym tololll
Oal;ll;llq b. Sufyln al·Killbl so that they went along \lith him. And when 
the menfledM�likb. 'Aufsaid,addressinghishorse: 

Forward,Mu�ljJl This is a difficult day 
Suchulonfuchuthee tums e\·er to thefight. 

, W.,ft,.ployond •• n ...... Au\lI 
• H ...... I>CNallyhU.cou . in. MOlh�. huCll&nd. rOrl .. ndmo,Mr 
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My falher Is�iq b. Yas5r lold me Ihal he was lold from Jubayr b. 
Mufim: Before the people Red and men were fighting one another I laW 
the like of a black garment coming from hea\'en until it fell between us and 
Ihe enemy. I looked, and 10 black ants everywhere filled the wadi. I had 
no doubl Ihat they were Ihe angels. Then Ihe enemy Red 

WhenGod puttoRightthe polytheistsofl;funayn�ndgave hisaJlOltle 
power over them a Muslim woman laid: 

Allah'a eavalry have beaten Al-U.t',cavalry 
AndAJlah best dcsc1"'es to hold fast (8�6). 

When Hawlzin were put to Right the killing of Thaqif among the B. 
Milikwas severe and seventy of them were killed beneath their Rag, among 
whom were 'Uthmll.n b. 'Abdullah b. Rabi'a b. al-I;farith b.l;fabib. Their 

Rag "'as with Dhu'I-Khiwr. When he was killed 'Uthmln b. 'Abdullah 
look it and fought by it until he .... 'aSkilled. 

'AmiI' b. Wahb b. al-Aswad told me that when news of his death reached 

850 
th�,:��e

b����d; ��:1t�U;i���� :�:��;�!����:�'�oung un-
circumcised Christian 'lave was killed with 'Uthman, and while one of tile 

An,ilriswas plundering the slain ofThaqifhe stripped the sla"e to pi under 
him and found that he was uncircumcised. He called out at the top of his 
,·oice. 'Look, you Arabs, God know, that Thaqif are uncircumcised ' 
Mughita b. Shu'batook hold ofhishaod,forhe .... -asafraid that this report 
would go out from them among the Al'1Ibs, and told him not to say that, 
for the man concemed was only a Christian slave. Then he began to un
cover the slain and showed that they were circumcised 

The Rag of the • .o\1,tlif was with Qirib b. al-Aswad, and when the men 
wereroutecl he leant it against a tree, and he and hiscousios and his people 
Red. Only two men of the Attlaf were killed and one of the B. Ghiyara 
ealled Wahb and anotherofB. Kubba called al.Julll;t. Whenthe apottle 
heard ofthe killing of al-Ju�heaaid,'The chief ofthe young menof 
Thaqif exceptibn Hunayda has been killed today, meaning by him al

I;farith b. Uwa�. 
'Abbils b. Mirdils al-Submi. mentioning Qirib b. al-Aswad and his 

Aight from his fatherl sons., and Dhu'I-Khimarand hislhutting up his 
peopleto death,uid: 

Who will tell Ghaylin and 'Urwa from me 
(I think one who mo� will come 10 him), 
I send 10Iell)'ou something 
Which is different from what you lay which will go round 
That Muhammad is a man, an apostle to my Lord 
Who ern not, neither does he sin. 
We have found him a prophet like Motea. 

Any who would ri\'al him in goodness must fail. 
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They lOllt the day (and every people hl.9 a ruler 
And fortunes change). 
We came on them like lions of the thickets, 
The anninofGod came openly. 
We came at the main body of B. Ql.9iy 
Almost flying at them in OUf rage. 
Had they stayed I swur we would have come at them 
With annies and they would not have got away. 
We were 1.9 lions of LlyaJ there until we destroyed them 
And a1.Nu,url were forced to,ulTender. 
Therewl.9 a daybefore that day at l:Iunayn which is past 
And blood then flowed freely. 
In former days there wl.9 no battle like this; 
Men of long memorin have never heard of such. 
WealcwB.l;lu\aninthcdustby theirfiags 
Whilc thc cavalry tumed away. 
Dhu'I·Khimlirw1lll not thc chief of a people 
Who possessed intelligence to blame or disapprove. 
He led them on thc road to death 
As e\'eryone coulds�. 
rh=t���e:�:::m�:��e

c��� with terror, 

The languid m.ancould not help in such a case 
Nor he who was too shy and hesitant to attack. 
He de$lroy�d them andhe pcrished himself. 
They had given him thc leadcrship and the leadcrs fled. 
Bano. 'Auf's horscs wcnt at a fair pace 
Fed on fresh grasa and barley. 
But for Qlirib and his fathcr's sons 
The fields and castln would hal·c been divided, 
But they attained prominence 
By the lucky advice they were given 
They obeyed Qarib and they had good fortune 
And good sense that brought them glory 
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l�� I'!�. will be found 

If they do not accept it they call 
For God's war in which thcy will have no helper. 
As war destroyed the B. Sa'd 
And late the dan of B.Ghaziya. 
TheB. Mu'iwiyab. Bakr 
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Were like a flock ofslecpcoming bluting to Islam 
\Ve aaid, 'Ik Muslims; we are your brethren, 
For our breaats are frec from enmity.' 
When the people came to us thtyseemed 
Blind to hatred after peace had come (8Z7). 

When the polytheists were routed they came to al-Ta'if. MJlik b. 'Allf 
was with them and othen were encamped in AUfb. Some of them made 
for Nakhla, but only the B. Ghiyara of Thaqif. The apostle's cavalry fol
Iowa:! those who took the road to Nakhla, but not those who went to the 
p�. 

Rabi'a b. Ruf.y' b. UhbJn b, Tha'iaba b. Rabl'. b. Yarbii' b. SammAI b. 
'Aufb. Imru'ul.Qaya who was called after hill mother Ibn Dughunna morc 
often (8z8) overtook Durayd b. al·$imma and took hold of his came\'s 
halter, thinking that he was a woman because he was in his howdah. And 
10, it was a man; he made the camel kneel and it was a very old m.n-

��:y
�i!' :���i�m:��::;:�:atm:� �� nn�e��: t�l� h-:'� ��r;:;� 

that he v.-anted to kill him, and struck him ... ith his sword to no effeet. 
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that above the spine and below thehead, for thatisthe way ! usedto& trike 
men. Tben when you come to your mother tell her that you hl\'e killed 
Durayd b. al-$imma, for many'. the day t hne protC<:ted your women." 
The B. Sulaym allege that Rabi'a said, 'When I smote him he feU and 
exposed himself, and 10 his crotch and the inside ofh;� thighs were like 
papc:r from riding horses bareback. When Rabrareturred to his mother 
he told her that he had killed him and �ht said, 'By God, he set free 
three mothtn and grandmothen of youls. 

853 'Amra d. Durayd saidof Rabi'a's killinl.!him 

I' faith l did notfear thearmyof futt: 
On Durayd'. account in the valley of Sumayra 
God repay the B. Sulaym for him 
And may ingratitude rend them for \\hat they have done. 
l\1ay l-legi\·e utthe blood oftheir bestmrnto drink 
When we lead an.nny againstthem 
i\I� Iya calamity did you avert from them 
When they were at the point of death 
1\Iany a noble woman of theirs did you free 
And othen you 10000ed from bonds 
Manya man ofSulaym named you noble 
As he died when you had answered his call 
Our reward from them is ingratitude and grief 

, Mlw. 68q ........ ... (O lin .. of nrK.unbut «l "' D u  .. l·d .. h;ch m.y luo'·c b«" in t� 
M"I/M:.i. Cf·JjQ""j''', l77 
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Which meluour very bonCII. 
May the tractll of your cavalry after hard travc! 
In Dhu Baqar as far as the d�n of al-Nuhiq be effaced! 

They said, 'We ha\'e killed Ourayd.' 'True,' I said, 
And my tears Rowed dovl"f\ my prment. 
Were it not for f-lim who has conquered all thttribcs 
Sulaym and Ka'b would have $Cen what counsel to follow. 
A great army of pungent smelJl 
Would have attacked them continuously wherever they were (8Z9). 

The apoetle sent Abu 'Amir al-Ash'ari on the track of those who had 
gone towards Au!iIs and he o\'cnook somc of the fugitives. In the skir
mishes which followed Abu 'Amir was killed by an arrow and Abu Musa 
al-Ash'arl, his cousin, took the standard. He continued the fight and God 
ga\'e him the \'ictory and routed the enemy. It is altcged that Salama b 
Durayd Ihot Abii 'Amir in the knee and the wound pro\'ed fatal. He said 

��o��:t��i�; tloa:e
S����ks further. 

I smitc with my sword thc heads of the l\luslims 

Sam�dir washis mother. 
The n. K�r killed many of n. Ri'ib and they allege that 'Abdullah b. 

Qays, called b. al-'Auri.', one ofB. Wahb b. Ri'lib, said to the apoetle, 
'8. Ri'lib have perished,' and thcyallegc that the apostle said, '0 God, 
make goodtheirIO$St!l.' 

l\Ulik b. 'Auf during the flight stopped with some of his horsemen at a 
pass on the road and told them to wait until the weak ones passed and 
those in the rear had caught up, and they did so. l\Ulik said of that: 

Were it not for two charges on Mu��j 
The way would be difficult for the camp followers. 
Uutforthc ehargcof Duhmiin b.N�r 
At the palms where al_Shadiq'f1owll 
Ja'far and Banu HiUlwould have returned discomfited 
Ridingtwo on a camdin theirdistrc:ss(8)o). 

Salama b. Durayd who was conducting his wife until he escaped them said: 8SS 
You would have me forgct though you arc unhurt 
And though you know that day at the foot ofal_A:j:rub 
That I protccted you and walkcd behind you 
Watching on all sides when to ride would ha\'e been a boon, 
When every well-trained warrior with Rowing locks 
Fled from hil mother and did not rcturn to his friend (8)1) 

I Ac<:""" �nwn .. ....... oft.n poli.Md .... "h du ... 
·A ..... di in thc ."butbo of.I·Tt'if. 
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h6 One of our companions told us that the apostle that day pused by I 
woman whom KMlid b. 11-Wllid had killed while men hid gathered round 
her. When he heard what hid happened he tent word to Khlliid Ind for
bide him to kill child, orwoman, orhired slll·e. 

OneofB. Sa'db. Bakrtoldmethatthe apostie said thatday,'lfyouget 
holdof llijad, a manofB. Sa'db. Bakr, don'tlethim escape you,' forhe 
had done great 'I\Tong. When the Muslims took him they led him away 
with his family and with him (T. his sister) a[.Shayma' d. al-J:larith rr. b. 
Abdullah) b. Abdu'l-'Uua, foster-sister of the apostle. Thc), treated her 
roughly as they brought her along and she told the Muslims that she wu 
the foster-sister of the apostle, but they did not believe her until th ey had 
brought her to the apostle. 

Yazid b. 'Ubayd al-Sa'di told me that when she was brought to the 
apostle she claimed to be his foster-lister, and when he asked for proof she 

8n uid, 'The bite you ga"e me in my back when I carried you at my hip.' The 
aposdeacknowledged theproofand stretchcd outhisrobeforhcrtoaiton 
and treated her kindly. Hega"e her the choice of living with him in affec-
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Ilave girl; the one married the other and their progeny still CJ(ists (83a) . 

Thcnamesof thosemartyred atl�una)'nwere 

�:: ��ra1:a� o��;���,
i���ll�a��i�u:�y��ma'a b. al-Aswad b :\

i
��U���b b. Asad. A horae of his called al-Jani� threw him and 

From the An�r: Suriqa b. al-I:lirith b. 'Adiy from B. 'AjU.n. 
From the Ash'arlyiin: Abii 'Amir al-Ash'arl. 
The captiva ofl:lunayn were brought to the apostle with their property . 

Mas'iid b. 'Amr al-Ghifllri (1'. al-Qarl) was over the spoils and the apostle 
ordered that the captives and the animals should be brought to al-Ji'ri na 
and be kept in ward there. 

Bujayr b. Zuhayr b. Abii Sulma said about l.1unayn 
But for God and Hisscrl'ant you would have turned back 
WhcnfearoverwheJmedevcry coward' 
On the slope the day our opponents met us 
Whilcthc horsesgalloped al rull strelch, 
Some running clutching their garments, 
Olhen lrnocked sideways by hoo"cs and chests. 
God honouroo us and made our religion I'ictorious 
And glorified w in the wonhip of the Compassionate. 
God destroyed them and dispencd them all 
And humiliated them in the wOfShip of Satan (8J3). 
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'Abbb b. Mirdb said about the baule ofl:lullayn: 
By the .wift hOrscaOfl the day of Muwalifa 
And by what the apostle recites from the Book 
I liked the pUlluhmentThaqlfgot yesterday on thea.ide ofthevaUey. 
They were the chief of the enemies from Najd 
And their Itilling was swteter than drink. 
We put to flight all the anny ofB. Qasly. 
The full weight fell on B. Ri'Ab. 
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t
��;: �v���1 !�t����t 

If our horaes had met B. Kilib'.army 
Their women would have got Up aa the dUSl .rose.1 
We galloped amollgthem from Busa to al_Auril" 
Pantillg after the spoil 
With a loud-voiced anny, among them 
The apostle's Iquadron advancing to the fray (83<4-). 

'Aliya b.'UCayyifal.Naljri answered him: 
Dots Rifi'a boast.bolitl:lulllyn? 
And 'Abbb son of her who .ucb milldess .htep! 
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'AtiYI .poke these two verses becau&e of'Abbb'. vehemence 19ain.t 
H����� b���;:d� .:!J��;

a
. 

o Stal of the Prophets, you are &ell with the truth 
With all guidance for the way. 
God has built Up love upon you 
III His creation and named you. Muhammad. 
Then those who were faithful 10 your agreement voith them, 
An army over whom you &et aI·Oal;ll;lilt, 
A man with Iharp weapons II though 
Whell the enemy surrounded him he how you.4 
He attacked those of (his) kith and kin 
Seeking only to please God alld you. 
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I tell you I saw him charging in clouds of dust 
Crushing the heads of the polytheists; 
Now throttling with bare hands, 
Now splitting their skulls with his sharp sword.' 
TheB. Sulaym hastened before him 
With continual cuts and thrusts at the enemy. 
They walked beneath his banner there 
Like lions with a haunt they mean to defend. 
They did not hopt for consideration of kinship 
But obedience to their Lord and your love 
These were our doings for which we are renowned. 

And our Helper is your Lord. 
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Had we a choice we would ha,'e followed our own kin, 
But God's rdigion is the religion of Muhammad, 
We are utisfied with it; it contains guidancc and la\\1I. 
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The last link with Umm Mu'ammal is broken, 
She hu changed her mind contnryto httpromise; 
She had sworn by God she would not brc:ak the link, 
But she did not keep her word or fulfil her oath 
She is of llanO. Khutlf who summer in the vale of al-'Aqrq' 
And occupy Wajra and 'Urfin the desem. 
Though Umm Mu'ammal follows the unbelieven 
She has made me love her more despite her distance from me. 
Somconewill tell her that we refuse to do so 
And seek only our Lord in alliance; 
And Ihat we are on the side of the guide, the prophet Muhammad, 
And number a thouund which (number) no (other) tribe reached. 
With strong warrion of Sulaym 
Who obey his orders to the leuer, 
Khutlf and Dhakwln and • Auf whom you would think 
Were black stallions walking among the she-camels 
As though our reddish-white mail and helmc:ts' 
Clothedlong-eare<l lions which meetone anotherin theirlaira. 

�Je uasd�a:�s 
I�:�g��:���:e

t���\;:���g
�.u with him 

When we came to Mecca, our hanncr 
Waslikean eaglesoaring todarton its prcy 
(Riding) on horses which gazed upwards. 
You would think when they gallop in their bits there is a sound of 

jinn among them,J 
The day we trod down the unbelieven 
And found no deviation or turning from the apostle'l order. 
In a battle mid which the people heard only 
Our exhortations to fight and the smashing of skulls 
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Often have we left the slain cut to pieces 

' A wadiin.hcllijp 
• Thc"'ad;n.hc"'ohould be ... y;. ·hclme •• ·.no./tl/.· ...... rd.· .. in C. Thc word i. Jd. 

unpoin • .,jin W. Thcpoot.i.com""tingtboc ... inlll""d�pendinRf<Om.hchtl ...... "' thc  
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And a widow crying A1as! over her hl.lsband. 
'Tis God not man we seek to plcase; 
To Him belongs the seen and thel.lnseen. 

What ails thine eye painful and sletpless, 
Its lash feeling like a piece of chaff? 
Sorrow brings sleeplessness to the eye 
And tears now cover it, now flow down 
Like a Itring of pearls with the stringer 
The thread breaks and they are scattered. 
How far off is the home of her you long for, 
Al-$amman and al-l:Iafarstand in the wayl 
Talk no more of the days of youth 
Youth is gone and scant white locks have come, 
And remember the fighting of Sulaym in their settlements; 
And Sl.Ilaymhave something tobol5ttbout: 
They arc the pcople who ht:lped God 
And followed the apostle's religion while men's tWain were confu.ed. 
They do not plantyol.lng palms in their midlt 
And co ...... do not low in thcir winler quarters. 
But stecds like eagles arc kept ncar them 

�:���r"!� '�u����;us��:o:��� their flanks 
Andthecianof Dhakwan armed andk�nto fight. 
They smole the armies of the polytheists openly 
In Mccca's \'ale, and killed them quick.!y, 
Untilwe depaned, and lheir dead 
Were like uprooted palms in the open \·alley. 
Onl:lunayn's dayour stand strengthened rt:ligion 
And .... ith God thatis .lored up. 
Then we risked death in the gloom 
AI the black scattered dust cleared away from the horses 
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In a narrow place where war presscd hard.' 
Sun and moon were alm()St bloued out by it. 
We de\'oted our lances to God in Au\b, 
\\'e helped whom we would and we became viclOrious 

�:tti:o�:�: :����Ol
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You will sec no tribe greal or.mall 
BUI we havelefl our mark l.lpon them 

de��;:;-:i!":'���":" �e�i��"!�f�:":::'�' �;' .. ���,:' ::.��.��.:::::'�: ��d:ek:: 
Z. G·""' .... 75 ·nd .,1.IOCII.c. i. '8. f. 
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o rider with whom thcre hastens 
A strong, sturdy, firm footed she-camcl, 
If you come to the prophet say to him as you should 
When the asscmbly is quiet, 
'0 best that e\'cr rodc a camcl 
Or walked the carth, iftouls are weighed, 
We were faithful to our covenant with you 

����� !�:r�
a
�;�:t:��I���:::! :r��h�h:�

d wound
ed 

A multitude which shook the mountain patlu 
Until we came on the people of Mecca with a squadron 
Glittering withsteel, led by a proud chief 
Compo.ed of sulaym'.sturdiest men 
Capped in strong iron melh with iron top 
Blooding their shafts when they dashed into battle. 
You would think them glowering lions. 
They engaged the squadron wearing their badgcs, 
Sword and spear in hand. 
At 1:lunayn we were a thousand strong 
By which the apostlc was reinforced 
They defended the bclic\'cn in thc vanguard. 
The.un was rcflected a thousand times from their steel. 
Wewent forward, God guarding us, 
And Cod does not lose those Hcgunds. 
Wemade a standin Man�qib,: 
Which pleased God, what a finestandit wasl 
On the day of Aulb we fought so fierccly 
That the enemy had enough and cried Stop! 
Hawizin appealed to the brotherhood between us-

���ilb:���;t
h
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ps��e�:I�e:::th milk, is dry-

Which wild beasts have oontinually preyed upon (835). 

We hclped God's apostle, angry on his account, 
With a thousand warriora apart from unarmed men, 
We carried his Aag on the end of our lances, 
His helpcr protecting it in deadly combat. 
Wcdycd it with blood, forthatwasits colour, 
The day ofl:lunayn when !;iafwin thrust with his spear. 
We were hi. right wing in Islam, 
We had charge of the flag and displaytd it. 
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And we helped him against his opponents. 
God richly reward that fine prophet Muhammad 
And sirengthen him with victory, for God it his helper! (8)6) 

Who will tell the peoples that Muhammad, God', apostle, 
h rightly guided where\'er hegoet? 
He prayed to hit Lord and asked Hit help alone. 
He gave it graciously fulfilling Hit promise. 
We journeyed and met Muhammad at Qudayd, 
He intending to do with u.what God had determined. 
They doubted about utin the dawn and Ihen 
They saw clearly warriOB on horseback with levelled lances, 
Finnly clad in nail, our infantry 
A .trong force like a rushing torrent 
The best of the tribe if you must uk 
Were Sulaym and those who claimed to be Sulaym, 
And an army of Helpers who did not leave him 
Obeying what he said unquClltioningly. 
Since you ha\'e made Kh�lid chief ofthe anny 
And promoted him he hu become a chief indeed 
In an annyguided by God whose eommander you are 

�!,,�!�c� :;:� :t
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And I fulfilled it \\;th a thouaand bridledhorscs. 
The prophet of the believers aaid, Advancel 
And we rejoiced that we were the vanguard 
We passed the night at the pool of Mustadlr; 
There was no fear in us but dCllire and preparcdness (for war). 
We obeyed you tiIl all the enemy lurrendered 
An
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the morning we ovenook the crowd, the people of 
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We attacked them like a tlock of grouse the morning affrights. 
Everyone was too concerncd to sec: 10 his fellow, 
From monltill e\'clill we leflijunayn 
With its watercoun;es streaming with blood 
Whcrever you looked )'ou could sec: a fine mare 

I A h a h  ... o march .. d ..... n' (rnm M o o .... for pi1lrimt "",minlfro m . h . V.ma n 
• E ... n .1Ich . con.pK:uo ... ..,im a l" .... Ioo' in."" .. ..., .. c"' ... d .  T h < munin .. of.he nnt 

lin. may be: 'Th. o l d  ma n .. · •• no ' .on'.n.u n'il h.wor • •  di.tineui. h inlmark.' 
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And its rider lying beside a broken lanec. 
Hawbin had rei;Overed their herds from ul 
And it pleued. them that we should bc disappointed and deprived (of 

them). 

I;>amQam b. aI-J:llrith b. Jusham b. 'Abd b. J:labib b. M;l[ik b. 'Auf b. 
Yaq:q.a b. 'U�ayya al-SulamT said concerning l;Iunayn (ThaqTf had killed 
Kinina b. aI-l;Iakam b. Khllid b. aI-Sharid, to he killed Mil)jan and a 
nephew of hi., both of Thaqif): 

We brought our horses without overdriving them 
To Jurash' from thepeopleof Zayyln.nd sl-Fam, 
Killing the young Iiora and making for the temples 
Built before our day and not yet dettroyed 
lfyou boast of the killing of Ibnsl-SharTd 
I have left manywidoWII in W.jj.' 
I killed the two of them avenging Ibn s1-Sharld 
Whom your promisc of protection deceived and he blameleat. 
Our.peatl llew themenof Thaqtf 
And our Iwordi inflicted grievous wounde. 

He aIao aaid: �:��h::.:� :i��u who have wives, 

g����;:�§�J�E:��o::h,�:"",. !:�:O�:
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I amalwa)" in theaaddle ofa thick..hort-haired mare, 
Mygarment touching mybclt;* 
One day in quest of booty, 
Another, fightingslongwith theAnflr 
How much fertile land have I travelled, 
How much rough uneven ground atgende pace 
That I might change her .tate of poverty, 
And.he did not want me to retum, the haggagel (837) 

Mllik b. 'Auf exculing his flight said: 

Slit-eared camels atraying from the tnck. 
Prevented .leep for even an hour. 
Ask Hawbindo I not injure their enemy 

· i.e.nd.dia�of talle ... . 
· A. d. honot nathed fo ..... d l.....-d and boltand ,.. ...... oto wouldr..,.tho ...". 

dinction. Tbeh\ll\>&dd Iil.peo.kin,lIU,i.point. 
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And help any of them wholluffers a loss? 
Many a squadron did 1 meet with a squadron 
Half of them mailed, half of them without armour. 
Many a place which would appal the bold 
Did I occupy first, as my people well know. 
I came down to it and left brothers coming down 
To iu v."ller8-Waters of blood;' 
When its WJ.ten rolled away Ihey bequeathed tome 
The glory of life and spoil to be divided. 
You charged me with the fault of Muhammad'. people, 
But God knows who is more ungrateful and unjust. 
You forsook me when I fought alone 
You forsook me when Khath'am fought. 
When I built up glory one of you pulled it down. 
Builder and destroyer are not equal. 
Many a man who become. thin in winter, huting to glory, 
Generous, devoted to lofty aims, 
I .tabbed with a b1aclr. lhaft ofyazan'lworlr.' 
Headed by a long blade. 
I lefthil wife turning back his friend 
And taying, You cannot come at ao-and·so. 
Fully armed I opposed thellpean 
Like a target which is pierced and split. 

An, anonymous poet abo u..id about Hlwizin mentioning theirexpedi. 
tion against the apo.tlewith Mllilr.b. 'Auf after he had acccepted IIllm: 

Reca1l their march against the enemy when they assembled 
When the flaga fluuered over Mllik. 
None was above Mllilr. on the dayof l;lunaynJ 
When the crown glittered on his head 
Until they met courage when courage led them 
Wearing thdrheimeu, mail,and ahields. 
They smote the men till they saw none 
Round the prophet and until dust hid him. 
Then Gabriel waa lent down from heaven to help them 
And we were rouled and captured. 
If any other but Gabriel had fought ul 
Our noble Iworda would have protected UI. 
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Nor should we have met the army of Muhammad's people, 
Eighty thousand reinforced by Khindif. 

TilE CAPTURE OF AL-rA.',p, A.II. 8 
When the fugitives of Thaqif ame to al-TI'if they shut the gates ofth e 
city and made preparations for war. Neither 'Urwa b. Mas'lid nor Ghay_ 
IInb. Salama \.\"ereprcscnt at l;lunayn oratthe siegeof al-T�'if;theywere 
in Jurash learning the use of the testudo, the catapult, and other ins tru
menu.1 When he had finished at l:Iunayn the apostle went to al·Tfif. 

Ka'bb. MlI.lilc.when theapostlecameto this decision P.id: 

We put an end to doubt in the lowlands and Khaybar, 
Then we gave our swordl a rest. 
We gave them the choice and could they havespolc.en 
Their blades would have said, Give us Daul or ThaqTf. 
May I be motherless if you do not see 
Thousands of us in yourcourta. 
We will tear off the roofs in the valley of Wajj 
And we will malc.e your houses dcsolate. 
Our swiftest cavalry will come on you 
Leaving behind a tangled mass. 
\\Thentheycome downon your courts 
You will hear a cry ofalann 
With sharp cutting swords in their hands like flashes of lightning 
By which they bring death to those who would fight them 
Tempered by Indian smiths-not beaten into plates 
You would thinlc. that the flowing blood of the warriors 
Was mingled with saffron the mom the forces met 
Good God, had they no adviaer 
From the peoples who knew about us 
To tell them that we had gathercd 
The finest blood horses and that we had brought an anny 
TO lurround the walls of their fort \\oith troops 1 
Our leader the prophet, firm, 
Pure of heart, lIeadfast, continent, 
Straightforward, full of wisdom, knowledge, and clemency; 
Not fri\'olous nor light minded. 
We obcy our prophet and we obey a wrd 
Who is the Compassionate, most Ic.ind to us. 
If you offer peace we will accept it 
And make you partners in pcace and war 
H)'ou refuae we will fight)"ou doggedly, 
'Twill be no weak fahering affair 
We shall fight as long as we li\'e 

' p..boIr, aoonofcncudo. 
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TiIl youlUrnto lslam, humbly seekiogrduge. 
We will fight oot cariog whom we meet 
Whether we dcstroy aocient holdings or newly gotten gains. 

��:/��:!t 
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With our fine polished Indian swords, 
Driving them violently before us 
To the command of God and Islam, 
Umil religioo is established,justaod straight, and 
AI-Lat and al·'Uzd aod Wudd are forgotten 
And we plunder them of their necklaces and earrings. 
For they had beeomeestablished aod confident,' 
And he who cannot protect hinuelfmust Iliffer disgrace. 

Kinlna b. 'Abdu VlliI b. 'Amr h. 'Umayr arawertd him 

�,: �';eoi�o�':�I��
k��:

��o�o�:!�\� ��:tn:i::r �:v�: 
Our fathen were here long sioce 
And we hold its wells and vineyards, 
'Amr b. 'Amir put ul to the test aforetime' 
And the wise and iotelligent told them about it. 
They mow if they lpeak the truth that we 
Bring down the high loob of the proud.) 
We force the atroog to become meek 
And the WTongdoer to become known to the disceming, 
We wear light mail the legacy of one who burned meo. 
Gleaming like lIan in the sky, 
We drive them from us with sharp swords, 
When they are drawn from the scabbard we do not sheathe them, 

Shaddid b, 'Ari4 al.jushami aaid about the apostle's expedilion 10 ai
Ti'if 

Doo'the1p al.Ul for Godis aboUlto dcstroyher, 
Howcao one who caonot he1p henelf bc helped? 
She that was burned in black smoke and caught fire. 
None fighting before her slones, il an outcast.! 
When the apoetle descends on your land 
None of her people will be left wheo he leaves, 

I The me ........ of lhilhemUlich MlYbe: 'And lhen lhey profeucd (llIam) and h.od 
,.-' 

· Thit iaahilato.hc Anprlhroullhlhrir� deK<:nl 
• TwiatinlO pooilionIhc hcad Nmtdalidc indiodain 
4 i,c,'Amrb, '}.mir 
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The apostle journeyed by Nakhlatu'I-Yamlnlya, and Qarn, and al

Mulay� and Bu�ratu'I-Rughil' of Liya.' A mosque was built there and he a,s 
prayed in it. 

'Amr b. Shu'ayb told me that when he came there that day he allowed 
retaliation for homicide, and that was the first time such a thing hap pened 
in Islam. A man of B. Layth had killed a man of Hudhayl and he killed 
him in retaliation. When he was in Liya the apostle OI'dered that the fort 
of l\Hlik b. 'Auf should be destroyed. Then he went on a road ailed 
al-Oayqa.1 Ashe was pwing along it he asked its name. When he wutold 
that it wu 'the strait' he $lid, 'No, it is the easy.'J Then he went by Nakhb 
till he halted under a lote tree called al-!?ldira nC1lr the property ofa man 
of Thaqlf. The apostle aent word to him, 'Either come out or we will 
destroy yourwall.'· He refused to come out 60 the apostle ordered his wall 
to be destroyed. 

He went on until he halted nt:ar al-Tl'ifand pitched his camp there. 
Some of his companions were killed by arrowlI there because the camp had 
come too close to the wall of a[-Til'if and the arrows were reaching them. 
The Musliffill could not get through thcir wall for they had futened the 
gate. When these men were killed by arro .... 'S he (T. withdrew and) pitched 
his camp near where his mosque stands today. He baieged them for tome 
twenty days (839). 

He had two of hIS wives with him: Umm Salama d. Abii Umayya cr. 
and another with her). He struck two tents for them and prayed between 
the tenl!. Then he stayed there. When Thaqlf surrendered 'Amr b. 
Umayya b. Wahb b. Mu'atlib b. Malik built a mosque over the place 
where he prayed. There was a pillar in the mosque. Some allcge that the 
sun ne\'er rises over il any day but a creaking noisc:1 is heard from it. The 
apoetlebesitged them and fought them bitterly and thetwosidesexchanged 
arrow, (840), until when the day of storming came at the wall of al-Tl'if a an 
number of his companions went under a testudo and advanced up to the 
wall 10 breach it. Thaqlflet loose on them scraps of hot iron so they came 
out from under it and Thaqif Ihot them with arroW3 and killed tome of 
them. The aposlle ordered that the vineyards of Thaqifshould be cut 
down and the men fell upon them cutting them down. 

Abii Sufyan b. l;brb and al-Mughira b. Shu'ba went up to al-Tl'if and 
called to Thaqif to grant them safety so that they could speak to them. 
Whcn they agreed they called on the women of Quraysh and B. Kinlna 10 
come out to them for they were afraid that they would be taptured, but 
they refused to come. They were Amina d. Abu Sufy!n who was married 
to 'Unn b. Mu'iid by whom she gave birth to Dl'Od b. 'Urwa (8oH); and 

' n- � pbca;n the.",.of TI'lf . 
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al-Firbiya d. Suwayd b. 'Amr b. Tha'laba whose IOn was 'Abdu'I-Ra�mlo 
b. Olrib; and al-Fuqaymiya Umayma d. the intercalator Umayya b. Oal'. 
When they refused to come out Ibn al-Aswad b. Mas'lid said to the twO 
men, 'Let me tell you of something better than that which you have come 
about. You know where the property of D. Aswad is.' (The apostle was 
betweenitandal-T�'ifina val1eycal1edal-'Aqiq.) 'There is no property in 
al-Tl'ifmore laboriout to water, harder to cultivate, and more di fficult to 
maintain than this property of B. Aswad. If Muhammad cuts down its 
trees it will neverbeculth'1lted again, so tpcak to him and let him take it for 
himsclfor leave il to God andk"insmen, for there is a well-known relati on
thip between us.' They allege that the apostle left it to them. 

I have heard that the apostle said to Abli Bakr while he was besieging 
al-T�'if, 'I saw (in a dream) that 1 was given a bowl of butter and a cock 
pccked at it and tpilt it.' Abu Bakr said, 'I don't think that you will attain 

8,. ���:
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desire from them today.' The apostle said that he did not think so 

Then Khu .... '1Iyla d. I�akim b. Umayp b. l:Iilritha b. al-Auq" al-Sula
mlya, wife of 'Uthm�n b. Maflin. asked the apostle to give her the 
jewellery of Bldiya d. Ghayl�n b. Salama, or the jewellery of al-Flri', d 
'Aqil if God ga\'e him victory over al-T�'if, for they were the best be
jewelled women of Thaqif. I ha"e been told that the apostle uid to Iler, 
'And if Thaqif is not permitted to me, 0 Khuwayla?' She left him and 
went and told 'Umar, who came and asked the apostle ifhe had really said 
that. Onhearingthat hehad,he aslr.edifhe lhould gi\·e theordertobrealr. 
camp, and receiving his pennission he did so. 

When the anny moved off Sa'id b. 'Ubayd b. Asid b. Abu 'Amr b. 
'Alt1j called out, 'The tribe i, holding OUt.' 'Uyayna b,l:Ii�n said, 'Yes, 
nobly and gloriously.' One of the l'\"luslims said to him, 'God smite you, 
'Uyayna! Do you praise the polytheists for holding out against the apostle 
when you have come to help him l' 'I did not come to fight Thaqlf with 
you,' he answered, 'hut I wanted Muhammad to get possession of ai-TA'if 
10 that I might get a girl from Thaqif whom I might tread cr. make 
pregnant) so that she might bear me a son, for 'rhaqifare a people who 
produce intdligent children.' 

Ouring his session there some of the sla\'es besieged in al-T1'if came 
to him and accepted Islam and he freed them. One whom I do not suspect 
from 'Abdullah h. Mukaddam from men of Thaqif said that when al
T�'ifsurrendered someof them ta!ked aboutthese slaves, but the apostle 
refused to do anything saying that they were God's free men. Oneofth08e 
who spoke about them wu'al-l:Iirith b. KaJada(8.rz). 

Now Thaqif had seized the family of MarwAn h. Oays al-Oauti, he 
875 ha\'ing become 11 Muslim and helped the apostle against Thaqif. Thaqif 

allege-and Thaqif is the ancestor on whom the tribe', claim 10 be of Oays 
is based-that l�e apostle u.idto Marwlnb. Oays, 'Seize in revenge for 
your family the first man of Oays that you meet.' He met Ubayy b. MAlik 
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DIVISJON OF THIl SPOIL OF HAW}.ZIN AND GIFTS TO 
GAIN MEN'S HEARTS 

When he left al-Ta'if the apostle went by way of Dal,ma until he slopped at 
al-Ji'rana with his men, having a large number of Hawhin captives. One 
ofhis companions onthedayhe lcftThaqifasked himto cursc thcm but 

877 he said, '0 God, guide Thaqif and bring them (to Islam).' 
Then a deputation from Hawhin came to him in al-Ji'rana where he 

held 6,000 women and children, and sheep and camels innumerable which 
had been captured from them. 'Arnr b. Shu'ayb from his father from his 
grandfather 'Abdullah b. 'Amr said that the deputation from Hawll.:!.:in came 
to the apostle alter they had accepted Islam, saying that the disaster wh ich 
had befallen them was well known and asking him 10 have pity on them for 
God's sake. One of the Hawilrin of the clan B. Sa'd b. Hakr (T. it was they 
who had provided the fostermother for the aposde) called Zuhayr Abii 
$und sa.id: '0 Apostle of God, in the enclosures are your paternal and 
maternal aunts and the women who suckled you who used to look after 
you. Had we acted as fosterparents for al-I;Urith b. Abu Shimr or al
Nu'miln b. al-Mundhir and then got into the position in which you hold 
us we could hope for his kindness and favour, and you are the best of trust
worthy men' (845). 

(T. Then he said 

Have pity on us,apostle of God, generously, 
For you arc the man from whom we hope and expect pity. 
Have pity on a people whom fate has frustTated, 
Their well-being shattered by time's misfortunes.) 
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I have never seen or heard ofa man 
Like Muhammad in the whole world, 
Faithful to his w�rd and �enerous when asked for a gift, 
And when you wiSh hewLiI teU you of the future. 
When the squadron shoWll its strength 
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Guarding its cubs in its den. 
The apostle put him in command of those of his people who had 

accepted Islam, and those tribes (T- round al-Ta'if) were Thumala, 
Salima, and Fahm. He began to fight Thaqif with them: none of their 
flocks could come out but he raided them until they were in sore straits 
Abu Mi]:ljan b. l;labib b. 'Amr b. 'Umayr al.Thaqan said 

���m��� ��:
e ;��Y;a����d:!:::�eighbourhood. 

Malik brought them on us 
Breaking his covenant and solemn word 
They attacked us in our settlements 
And we have always been men who take revenge. 

When the apostle had returned the captives ofl;lunayn to their people 
he rode away and the men followed him, saying, '0 apostle, divide our 
spoil of camels and herds among us' until they forced him back against a 
tree and his mantle was torn from him and he cried, 'Give me back my 
mantle, men, for by God if you had (T. I had) as many sheep as the trees 
of TiMma 1 would distribute them among you; you have not found me 
niggardly or cowardly or false: Then he went to his camel and took a hair 
from its hump and held it aloft in his fingers, saying, 'Men, lhavenothin g 
but a fifth of your booty even to this hair, and the fifth I will retum to yo u; 
so give back the needle and the thread ; for dishonesty will bea shame and a 
flame and utter ignominy to a man on the resurrection day: One of the 
An�iiir came with a ball of camel hair, saying, '0 apostle, I took this ball to 
make a pad for a sore camel of mine.' He answered, 'As for my share in 
that you can keep it!' 'If it has oome to that,' he said, 'I do not want it,' 
and he threw it away (846). 

The apostle gave gifts to those whose hearts were to be won over, notably 
the chiefs of the army, to win them and through them their people. He 

88. ga,-e to the following 100 camels: Abu Sufyan b.l;larh; his son Mu'awiya; 
l;Iakim b. l:lizam; al-l:Iarith b. al-l:Iarith b. Kaladabrother ofB. 'Abdu'l
Dar (847); al-Harith h. Hisham; Suhayl b. 'Amr; l;Iuwaytib b. 'Abdu'l
'Uua b. Abu Qays; al-'Ala' b. Jariyaal-Thaqafi anallyof B. Zuhra;'Uyay
na b. l;Ii�n b. l:ludhayfa b. Badr; al-Aqra' b. l:labis al-Tamimr; Malik b. 
'Auf al-Nqri; and �afwan b. Umayya. 

He gave less than .00 camels to the following men of Quraysh: Makh
rama b Naufal al-Zubrr; 'Umayr b. Wahb Jal-umall1i Hisbam b. 'Amr 
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brother of B. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy and othel'll. He gave 50 to Sa'id b. YarbO' 
b. 'Ankatha b. 'Amir b. MakhzOm and to al-Sahmi (8-48) 

He gave 'Abbas b. Mirdb solne camels and he was dissatisfied with them 
and blamed the apostle in the followingvel1lC:!l: 

It was spoil that I gained 
When I charged on my horse in the plain 
And hpt the people awake Ic:st they should sleep 
And when they slept kept watch 
My spoil and that of 'Ubayd my horse 
Is shared by 'Uyayna and al-Aqra'. 
Though I protected my people in the battle, 

���I�e��:;�lc::�:-as given nothing 

To the number of their four legsl 
Yetneither ijabisnor iji,n' 

��'l�:�::�����r
t�: :::�r�hem. 

And he whom you demean today ""ill not be exalted (8-49). 

The apostle said, 'Get him away and cut off his tongue from me,' so they 
gave him (camels) until he was satisfied, this being what the apostle meant 
by his order (850).' 

Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. al-ijirith al-Taymi told me that a companion sa) 
saidtotheapostle: 'You have given 'Uyaynaand al-Aqra' a hundred camels 
each and left out Ju'ayl h. Suraqa al-l)amril' He answered, 'By Him in 
wh� hand is the soul of Muhammad, Ju'ayl is better thanthewholeworld 
full of men like those two; but I have treated them generously SO Ihat they 
may become Muslims, and I have entrusted Ju'aylto his Islam.' 

AbO 'Ubayda b. Muhammad b. 'Amrru.r b. Ybir from Miqsam Abu'l- 8S. 
QlIsim, freed slave of 'Abdullah h. al-ijarith b. Naufal, told me: I went in 
company with Talid b. Kiliib al-Laythrto 'Abdullah b. 'Amrb. al-'� all he 
Wall going round the temple with his sandals in his hand, and we asked him 
whether he Wall with the apostle when the Tamimite spoke to him on the 
day of ijunayn. He said that he was and that a man of Tamim called 
Dhu'l-Khuwanira came and stood by the apostle as he was making gifts 10 
the men and said, 'Muhammad, I've seen what you have done today.' 
'Well, andwhat doyou think?'he answered. Hesaid,'I don't thinkyou 
have been just.' The prophet was angry and said, 'Ifjustice is not to be 

, They ... ", th. fo!h<n of!he lWO men m.n!i"Md in lin. 6 
' I.H.'lno •• inwhich SC.nJ6.69il quo!edtuUon.helboun:ll!l •• m<nt ofan anony

mOul tndirioni .. !hI! Muhomm.od .... oo igno ..... ' ofnrse tlun he <ould no! n"'oiJUze 
,hyme .. henh.he.rdi'. opoo, .:omplimen' to,hegreatu.Arobof.ll "m •. Hen, for"'.,,' 
ofa heu<rplace. I ci,. 1.1. fmmal_Zuhri vi. Yonu. (San ]6. 60}):' "We han no' tough. rum 
nrse. Th •• douno, bdi,him." The "",.nin,i.··Wha,W.hovetouach·himi.notveroe. lt 
;"notfiUing,ha,he.houJdbringnnefrom U •. " The apo"leonlyu"eudversewh'chhad 

�nn��e;"�:"�,!�;76�f;.';�h�m.' Aw.m.'_I_N�ldyfft GI-&qriy;�, 1>r II-Sinn, ed. F. 
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back with you the apostle of God? By Him in whoee hand is the lOul of 
Muhammad, but for the migration' I should be one of the Antar myself. 
Jf all men went one way and the Anpr .nother J should take the way of the 
An��r. God ha ... e mercy on the Antlr, their IOIlS and their IOns' $Ons." 
The people wept until the teart ran down their beards as they said : 'We are 
satisfied wilh the .pottle of God as our Jot and ponion'. Then the apostle 
went off and they dispened. 

AL-ll'RANA 

Then the apostle left al-Ji'rina to make the lesser pilgrimage. Hega ... e 
orders that the rest of the Bpoil should be kept back in Majanna near 
Marru'I-�ahrln. H .... ing completed the pilgrim.ge he retumed 10 Medina. 
He left 'AtUb b. AlIid in charge of MCi;CI. He abo left behind with him 
Mu'Jidh b. Jabal to instruct the people in religion and to teach them the 887 
Quran. He himself wu followed by the rest of the spoil (8sa). 

The apostle'. pilgrimage Vi'U in Dhli'I-Qa'da, and he arri ... ed in Medina 
loward. the end ofth.tmonth orin Dhli'l-l;Iiija(8SJ). 

Thepeople m..de thepilgrimagethatyearinthe Wlly the (�gan)Arabs 
used to do. 'Attlb made the pilgrimage with the MualiffiS tPat year, A.H. 8. 
The people of al-Ti'if continued in their polytheism and obstinacy in their 
city from the time the apostle left in Dho.'I-Oa'da ofthe year 8 until Rama-
4An of the following year. 

TIII! AFPAIR OF KA'S B. ZUIiAYR A P T E R T H ! DI!PARTIJR! 
PROM AL-TA'IP 

When the apostle arri ... ed (at Medina) after his depanure from al-Tl'if 
Bujayr b. Zuha}'T b. AbU SulmA wrote to his brother Ka'b telling him that 
the apoatle had killed lOme of the men in Mceca who had satirized and 
insulted him and that the Oura)'lh poel8 who were left-Ibn al-Ziba.'rA and 
Hubayra b. AbO. Wahb-had fled in all directiona. 'If you have any use for 
your life then come quickly to the apostle, for he does not kil l anyone who 
c:omes to him in repentance. If you do not do that, then get to IOmetafe 
place.' K2'bhadtaid: 

Gi ... e Bujayr a meuage from me: 
Do you accept what I said, confound you 1 
Tell UI plain1y if you don't accept what l tay 
For what rea$On other than that has he led you 
To a religion I cannot find his fathers ever held 
And you cannot find that your father followed? 

, Had lie not i:>unjoincd by the Muhljin from Mecca who Md Rmai� f.ithful to him, 
"" would "'v. oev�Rd hia connuion .. ith QuI'OYlhol">ll"."". &Ddjoin�''''' commDn;lY of 
M�i... · Similony Muaa b. 'U"bo. No . •  o 
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Ifyou don't acceptwhat I Ny I .haUnotgrieve 
Norny if you stumble God he1pyou! 
A!·Ma'm11n has given you a full cup to drlnk 
And added a aecond draught of the PfIle (854). 

Bujayr uid to Ka'b: 

��e
w�\::� !:!;�t that for which you wrongly blame me 

To God alone not al-'Uzzi and al-Ut 
You will escape and be safe while eacape il poaible, 
On a day when none will eacape 
El:cept a MUllim pure of heart. 
Zuhayr'1 re1igion is a thing of naught 
And the rdigion of Abu 8ulmi is forbidden to me. 

Ka'b used the title al-Ma'mOO (855) simply for the reason that Quraysh 
uaed to name the apostiethul. 

889 When Ka'breceivedthe misaive he"-"U deeply distressed and aJUioUl 
for his life. His enemits in the neighbourhood Ipread alanning reports 
about him uying that he was II good as .lain. Finding no VfJ.Y out, he 
W1"Ote htl ode in which he praiaed the apostle and mentioned hil fear and 
the slanderous reports of his enemits. Then he set out for Medina and 
Itayed with a man of Juhayna whom he Inew, Iccording to my informa
tion. He took. him to the apostle when he WII praying morning prayen, 
and he prayed with him. The man pointed out the apostle to him and told him to go and ssk. for his life. He got up and went and sat by the apostle 
and placed hil hand in his, the apostle not knowing who he Wal. He nid, 
'0 apostle, Ka'b b. Zuhayrhas come to ask security from you as a repentant 
Muslim. Would you accept him as such if he came to your' When the 
apostie nid thathe would,he oonfessed that hewasKa'bb. Zuhayr. 

''''im b. 'Umar b. QatJda told me that oneofthe� leapt upon him 
asling to be Illowed to behead theenemyofGod, but the apostle told him 
to let him slone because he had come tepentant breaking away from his 
past. Ka'b was angry at this tribe of the An,!r because of what this man 
had done and moreover the men of the Muh5jirin spoke only well of him. 
In his ode which he recited when he came to the apostle he said: 

8u'idiagone, andtoday my heart is lovwick., in thnll t.o het, un
rtquited, bound with chaina; 

And 8u'5d, when she ClIme Corth on the mom of departure, WII but as 
a gazelle with bright b!ack downcast eyes. 

When ahe smilts, ahe lays bare a shining row of aide-teeth that aumt 
to have been bathed once and twice in (fragrant) wine-

Wine mixed with pure cold water from a pebbly hollow where the 
north-wind blo", .. , i n a  bend ofthe vaUey. 

From which the wincb drive away every lpeck. ofdUlt, and it brima 
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::�:�te-foamed torrents fed by .howers gushing from a 

Oh, what a rare mistreu were she, if only .he were true to her promise 
and would hearken to good ad ... icel 

But hers is a love in whosc blood are mingled paining IIld lying and 89<) 
faithlessnesa and incorutancy. 

She is not stable in her affection--even u ghouls change the hue of 
their garments-

An
h
�;;:'::' not hold to ber plighted word otherwise than u .ie ... es 

The promises of 'Urqiib were a parable of her, and his promises were 
naughtbut "'lIlity. 

I hope and expect that women will ever be ready to kcep their word; 
butne ... er, methinks, arethey ready. 

Let not the wiahes Ihe inapired and the prorNaea she made beguile 
thee: 10, these wishes and dreams are a deluaion. 

In the evening Su'ld came t o a land whither none is brought ..... e b y  
camels that areexccllent and noble IIld fteet. 

To bring him there, he wants a .tout .he-camel which, though 
fatigued, loscs nother wonted apeed andpace; 

One that largely bedewl the bone behind her ear when she sweats, one 
that sets herself to croaa a trackleaa unknown wildemess; 

Scanning the high grounds with eyes kcen b thosc ofa IOlitary white 
oryx, when atonyle ... elsand aand-hills arekindled (bythe.un); 

Big in thcneck,fleshyinthe hod, aurpusing in hermakethe other 
d.ughters of the sire; 

Thick-necked, full-cheeked, robust, male-like, her flanks wide, her 
front (tall) u a  milestone; 

Whose tortoise-shell akin is not pierced at last e ... en by. lean (hungry) 
tick on theoutaide of her back; 

A hardyheast whose brother is her sire bya noble dam, and her.irc'. 
brothcr is hcr dam's brother; a long-necked one and nimble. 

The tl'mid' crawls o\'er her: then her 6mooth breut and flanks cause 
it to llip off. 

Onager-like is she; her aide slabbed with firm flah, her elbow-joint� 
far removcd from theribs; 

Her nosc ll.quilinc; in her generous ears are signs of brccding plain for 
the expert to see, and in hcrchccks smoothncss. 

Her muzzle juts out from her eya and throat, as though it were a 
pick-axe 

She Icts a tail like a Icaflcss palm-branch with .mall tufts of hair hang 
down o\'cr a aharp-edged (unrounded) udder from which illtcall 
do not take away (milk) little by little.1 

' A l.o'WC .pecies .. f tic:k. • i. •. I"C mKtdl.joint of the f .... l •• 
• Le . •  he io . oamelf ... ridin •• 1>01 f ... miIkin. 
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Though she be not trying, she racea along on light slender feet that 
skim thcground as they fall, 

With tawny hock-tendons-feet that leave the gravel scauered and are 
not shod so that they should be kept safe from the blaekneas ofthe 
heaped stones, 

T�::�':; ��v�
i
�� of her forelegs, when she sweats and the mirage 

On a day when the chameleon basks in some high spot until ita exposed 
pan is baked as in fire, 

And, the grey cicalas having begun to hop on thegravel,the camel
drh'er bidshis rompanions takethe siesta-

Resembles the beating of hand on hand by a bereaved grey-haired 
woman who rises to lament and is answered by those who have lost 
many a child, 

One wailing shrilly, her arms wealr:, who had no undentanding when 
news was brought of the death of her firatborn son 

Sh�:�
e
�e�t:���:� her hands, while her tunic is rent in pieces 

The fools walk on both sides of my camel, saying, 'Verily, 0 grandson 
ofAb(l Sulm�, thou artas good u llain' ;' 

And every friend of whom I was hopeful said, 'I v.ill not help thee out: 
I am too busy to mind thee: 

1 I��:;�tf:: 
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��ve no father! for whatever the 

Every son of woman, long though his safety be, one day is borne upon 
a gibboua bier.' 

lwastoldthatthe MessengerofAllah threatened me(withdeath), but 
with the Measengerof Allah 1 have hope of finding pardon. 

Gently! maylt thou be guided by Him who gave thee the gift of the 
Koran, wherein are warnings and a plain sttting-out (of the mauer). 

Do not punish me, when I have not sinned, on acrount of what is said 
by the informera, even should the (fa!se) sayings about me be many. 

Ay, I stand in luch a place that if an elephant ltood there, seeing 
(what I see) and hearing what I hear, 

The sidCII of his neclt \\'Ould be sha.ken with terror-if there be no 
forgiveneas from the Messenger of Allah. 

1 did not ceue to cross the desert, plunging betimes into the darkness 
when the mantle of Night is fallen, 

Till I laid my right hand, not to withdraw it, in the hand or the 
a\'enger whose word is the word of truth. 

For indeed he il more feared by me when I speak to him-and they 
told me I ahould be asked of my lineage-

Than a lion of the jungle, one whose lair i. amidst dense thickett in the 
10wlandof 'Aththar; 

, Rd .. ri"ll to hi.jo"m�y to .he Prop""', who llad .lr.,.dy giv<n the nrd .. (or tu. d� •• It. 
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Hcgocsinthc morning tofeedtwo <:ubs, whoscvittuaJ ilhumanflesh 891 
rolled in the dust and torn 10 pieccs; 

Whcn he springs on his ad .. ersary, 'tis agailUlt his law that he .hould 
leave the ad�'ersary ere he is broken; 

From him the asscs ofthc broad dalc flcc in affright, and mcn do not 
walk in his wadi, 

Albeit evcr in his wadi is a trusty ferc, his armour and hardworn 
raimcntsmcarcd with blood-rcady tobedc .. ourcd. 

Truly thc Messenger is a light whence illumination is sought-a drawn 
Indiansword, onco!thc lwords ofAllah, 

Amongst a band of Kuraish, whOlC spokesman said whcn they pro
fcssed hlam inthe vallcy ofMccca,'Dcpartycl' 

Thcy dcpartcd, butno wcaklings wcrc thcy or shicld[css in batt[c or 
without weapons and couragc; 

Thcymarcil Jikc sp[cndid cameJs and defend thcmsclves with blows 
whcn thcshort black mcntakcto flight;' 

WarTiol1l with nO$Cl high Ind slllIight, c.Iad for the filly in mail-coats 
ofDavid'l wcaving,' 

Bright, amplc, with pierccd rings Itrung togethcr like.the rings of the 
qartI'.� 

They are not exultant if their Ipcars overtake an enemy or apt to 
despair if they be themsclvCII overtaken 

The,pclr-thrust faJls not but on their throats; for them therc is no 
shrinking from the ponds of death (8S6).· 

'�im b. 'Urnar b. Qatlda said; When Ka'b said, 'When Ihe sbort black 
men take to flight,' he meant us, the An,�r, b«ause of the way one of UI 
had treated him. He singled out the Muhiijirln among the apottle's com
panions forpraisc. This e:r.citcd theAntJr's anger against bim. Aherhe 
had b«ome a Muslim he spoke in praise of the An��r and mentioned their 
trials with the lpottle and their position among theYaman tribes: 

He who.!oves a glorious life 
Lei him ever be with tbe ho�men of the righteous An,�r, 
Who transmit glorious dccds from father to son. 
The hcst men are they, sons of the bcst men 
Who laun<:h with their an1Ul spcars 
Lilte long Jndianswords, 
Who peer forward unweariedly 
With eyes rcd u burning coals. 
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Who devote their live$ to thdr prophtt 
On the day of hand-to.hand fighling and cavalry attacks. 
They purify themselves with the blood of infidels; 

��:fr �oa���d�r t�ha�t :r"t���k���;�� lions 
Accustomed to hunt in a valleyedthicket. 
If you come to them for protection 
You are as it were in the inaccessible haunu of mountain goau 
Theysmote 'AII'.uch a blow onthedayofBadr 
Aa brought the downfall of all Niur. 
If people knew III that I know about them 
Those that di.pute with me would recognize the truth of what I llY. 
They are a people whorichlyftedthe night-travellen, 
Who arri\'e in a time of dearth (857), 

THE RAID ON TAB OK, A.H. 9 

The apostle stayed in Medina from Dhil'I.l;lijja to Rajab, and then gave 
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��:/ther authorities told me; lome supplied 

The apostle ordered his companions to prepare to nlid the Byzantines at 
a time when men were hard pressed; the heat was oppressive and thcre was 

T. I6g1 a drought; fruit WQ ripe (T. and shade WII eagerly sought) and the men 
wanted to stay in the Ihade with their fruit and di.liked tnl\'elling at tha t 
ItlllOn. Nowthc lpostlcnearlyalwaYlrefclTcdlllulivelytothe destination 
of a nlidand announced that he was making for a place other than that 
which he actually intended. This was the sole exception, for hc said 
plainly that he was making for the Byzantines because the journey was 
long, the season difficuh, and the enemy in great Itrength, sothat the me n 
could make suitable preparations. He ordered them to get ready and told 
them that he was making for the Byzantines. (T- So the men gOt rcady in 
.pite of their dislilr.e for the;ourney in itself to lIy nothing of their respect 
for the reputation oflhoe Byzantines.) 

One day when he was making his arnlngemenu the apostle lSIid to Jadd 
b. Oays of B. Salima: 'Would you like to fight the B. A,far,' Jadd?, He 
replied, 'Will you allow me 10 stay behind and nOI tempt me, for everyone 
knows that I affi strongly addicted to women and I un afnlid that if 1 aee 
the Byzantine women I .hall not be able to control mysclf.' Theapostle 
gl\'e him permission to remain behind and turned away from him. It was 

I S. ii. lIS apl.in . ..... QII .. y.h ;" mn.n. by 'A!I twau ... B. 'AU _ B. I\inlna _ 
Qunyoh. On du, .u,lIonhip ofth_ vena _ In'rod""rion, �i • 
• i.�. 'I
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Cruu(Yiinin) 
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about him that the vene ClIme down, 'There are lOme who say Give me 
leave (to stay behind) and do not tempt me. Surely they have fanen into 
temptation already and hell encompasses the unbelieve�," i.e. it was not 
that he feared temptation from the Byzantine women: the temptation he 
had fallen 'into wu greater in that he hung back from the apostle and 

:�!�� �!��:S
e himself rather than the apostle. God said, 'Verily hell i, 

Thed�ffectedsaid onetoanother,'Don'tgoforthin theheat,' disliking 
strenuous war, doubting the truth, and creating misgivings about the 
apostle. So God llent down concerning them: 'And they aaid, Go not forth 
in the heat. Say: The fire ofheJlis hotterdid theybut unde�tand. Let 

:�;:�;�f�s�:�!
tle and let them weep much as a reward for what they were 

The apostle went forward energetica.llywith hia preparations andordere d 895 
the men to get ready with sll sp«d. He urged the men of means to help in 
providing money and mounta for God's work (T. and persuaded them). 
The wealthy men provided mounta and atored up a reward with God. 
'
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B. 'Amr b. 'Auf came to the apostle and asked him to provide them with 
mounta for they were without mean •. Their names were: Silim b. 'Um.yr i 
'Ulba b. Zayd, brother of B.l:Ilritha; Abu Layll'Abdu'I-Ral,!ffiln b. KI'b, 896 
brother of B. Mhin b. al-Najjlr; 'Amr b. ijumlm b. ai-Jamul,!, brother of 
B. Salima; 'Abdullah b. al-Mughaffal al Muzant (or b. 'Amr); Haramty b. 
'Abdullah, brother of B. Wiqif; and 'lrbi4 b. Siriyaal-Faz1ri. He aaid 
that he had no mount to gh'e them and they turned bad, their eyes flowing 

:::�;
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for grid that they had not the wherewithal to meet the expen.e 

I have heard that Ibn Yimln b. 'Umayr b. Ka'b al-Na4rl met AbO. 
Laylll and 'Abdullah b. Mughaffal as they were weeping, and when he 
ukcd what they were crying for they told him that they had applied tot he 
apostle for a moun!, but that he had none to gh'e them and they had 
nothing. Thereupon he gave them a watering camel, and they saddled it 
and he provided them with lOme dates and 110 they went off �;th the 
apostle 

Some Bedouin came !o apologize for not going, but God would not 
accept their excuse. I hne been told that they were from B. GhiClr. 
(T. One of them was Khuo.f b. tmll' b. RaI:l4a.) 

When the apostle's road was clear he determined to llet off. Now there 
was a number of Muslims who were slow to make up their mind. 110 
that they lagged behind without any doubt or miagivings. They were 
Ka'b b. Mi lik b. Abu Ka'b, brother of B. Salima; Mur:lra b. al.Rabt', 
brother of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf; Hilll b. Umayya, brother of B. Wlqif; AbO. 

' S il ra g . 4!J  . 
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Khaythama, brother of B. S:ilim b. 'Auf; they were loyal men whose Itlam 
Wall above luspicion. 

When the aposde had set out he pitched hia camp by ThanTyatu'l
Wada'(860).' 

'Abdullah b. Ubayy (T. b. Salul) pitched hia camp separately below him 
897 i!"J the direction of Dhublb (T- a mountain in al-Jabbana below Thaniyat

u'I-Wada'.) It is alleged that it was not the smaller camp. When tbe 
apostle went on, 'Abdullah b. Ubayy separated from him and stayed 
behind with the hypocritell and doubters. (T. 'Abdullah was brother of 
B. 'Auf b. al_Khuraj, and 'Abdullah b. Nabtal was brother of B. 'Amr b. 
'Auf; and RiB:a b. Zayd b. al-Tabut was brother of B. Qaynuqi'. These 
were the principal men among the hypocritC3 and wished ill to Islam and 
iu people. Conccrning them God sent down; 'They sought rebellion 
aforetime and upset things for you.')' 

The apostle left 'Ali behind to look after his family, and ordered him to 
stay with them. The hypocrite!llpoke evilofhim, lIying that he had been 
left behind because he was a burden to the apolde and he wanted to get rid 
of him. On hearing this 'Ali seized his weapons and caught up with tbe 
apostle when he was halting in ai-Jur! and repeated to him what the hypo_ 
crite!l were aaying. He replied; 'They lie. I left you behind bea.use of 
what I had left bthind, so go back and reprcsent me in my family and 
yours. Areyounot content,'A!i, tostand tomeas Aaron atood to Moses, 
except that there will be no prophet after me?' So 'Ali rerurned 10 Medina 
and the apolltle went on his way. Muhammad b. Tal�a b. Yazld b. RuUna 
from Ibrahim b. Sa'd b. Abu Waqqlf from his father Sa'd told me that he 
hcard theapoltle aaying thesewords to 'AII. 

Then 'Air returned to Medina and the apostle went his WlIy. Abu Khay
thama IT. brother ofB. Sillim) retumed tohia family on a hot daysome 
days after the apoatle had setout. He found two wives of his in huts in hil 
garden. Each had Iprinkled her hut and cooled il with water and got rcady 
food for him. Whcn he arrived he llood at the door of the hut and looked 
at his wi,·es and what they had done for him and said; 'The apostle is out 
in the sun and the wind and the heat and Abu Khaythama is in a cool 
.hade. food preparcd for him. resting in hia propeny with a fair woman. 
This is not just. By God, l willnot entereithcr ofyourhuu, hutjointhe 
apostle; 10 get ready some food for me.' They did 110 and he went to his 
camel and saddled it and went out in scarch of the apostle until heovcnook 

898 him in Tabuk. 'Umayr b. Wahb al-Juma�1 had ovenaken Abu Khaythama 
on the road as hc came to find the apostlc, and they joined forces. When 
they approached Tabuk Abu Khaythama said to 'Umayr. 'I have done 
wrong. You can atay behind me if you like until I COffiC rothe apostle.' and 
he did so. When he approached the apostle as he was stopping in Tabuk, 
the army called attention toa man riding on thc way and the apostle aaid it 
would be Abu Khaythama, and so it wu. Having dismounted he came 

I A pa .. o.·crlookin. M«tina · S""9.48 
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and saluted the apostle, who said, 'Woe to you, AbO. Khaythamal' Then 
he told the apostle what had happened, and he spoke him well and bleued 
him (861). 

When the IpostIe passed al-l;Iijr' he ltopped, and the men got water 
fmm its well. When they went the apostle said, 'Do not drink any of its 
water nor use it for ablutions. If you have used any of it for do ugh, then 
feed it to the camels and eat none of it. Lct none of you go out at night 
alone but take a companion.' The men did as they were told except two of 
themofB. Sl'ida: onewentoutto relieve himselfandthe other tolookfor 
a camel of his. The first wu half choked on his way� and the second wu 8<)9 
carried away by a wind which OISt him on the two mountains of Tayyi'. 
The apostle wu told of this and reminded the men thlt he had forbidden 
them to go out alone. Then he prayed for the man who wu choked on 
the way and he recovered; the otber man was brought to the apostle in 
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had told him who they were, but confidentially, 110 he refusedtonameth em 
to me (862). 

In the morning when the men luid no "'''lter they complained to the 
lpostle, to he prayed, and God sent a c1oud, and to much rain fell that 
tbeywere latisfied and clrried away all the water they needed. 

'�im b. 'Umar b. Qat�dah fmm Mal;tmud b. Labld fmm men of B. 
'Abdu'l-Ashhal told me that he said to Mahmud, 'Do the men ltnow the 
hypocrites among them f' He replied that I man would know that hypo
crisyexisted in his bmther, his father, his uncle, and his family, yet they 
would cover up each other. Then Mal;tmud said: Some of my tribesmen 
told m(" of a man whOi!le hypocrisy wu notorious. He used 10 go wherever 
the apostle went and \\hen the affair at al-l;Iijr happened and the apostle 
prayed as he did and God senl a cloud which brought a heavy rain they 
said, 'We went to him uying "Woe 10 you I Have you anything more 10 
uy afterthisl" Hesaid, "It is a passing doud!'" 

During the course of the journey the apostle's camel �trayed and his 
companions went in search of it. The apostle had with him a man called 900 
'Umara b.l;lazm who had been at aI-'Aqaba and Badr, uncle of B. 'Arm b. 
J:lum. He had in his company Zayd al-Lupyt al-Qaynuqa'i who was a 
hypocrite (863). Zayd uid while he was in 'Umlra', camp and 'Umlra 
was with the apostle, 'Docs Muhammad allege that he is I prophet and can 
teU you news from heaven when he doesn't know where his camel isl' 
The apostle said while 'Umlra was with him :  'A man has said: Now 
Muhammad tells you that he is a prophet and allegea that he tells you or 
heavenly things and yet doean't ltnow where his camel is. By God, I know 
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us concerning whatyouhaveaaid.' 

The apostle-.o I have heard-told 'AmmAr b. Ybir to join Ihe men, 
for they had uttered lics, and ask them what they hadaaid. Ifthey refuaed 
to answer, tell them that they said so-and-so. 'AmmAr did as he was 
ordered and they ClIme to the apostle making exCUIC:S. Wadi'a said as the 
apostle had halted on his camel, andas heapoke he laid hold of ita ginh, 
'We were merely chatting and joking, 0 aposlie.' Then God sent down, 
'If you ask them they will say, We were merely chatting and joking." 
Mulr.huhshin b. l:lumayyir uid, '0 apostle, my name and my fathera name 
disgrace me.'J The man who was pardoned in thi. verse was Mukhash_ 
.hin .nd he was named 'Abdu'I-Ra]:lm:ln. He asked Cod to kill him as a 
manyr with none to know dle place of hia death. He was killed on the 
day of al-YamAma and no trace of him was found. 

When the apostle reached TabUk Yu]:lanna b. Ru'ba governor of Ayla 
came and made a !realy with him and paid him Ihe poll lH. The people of 
Jarb5.' andAdhru� a1so came and paid thepoll tax. The apostle wrote for 
them a document which they still h.:i.ve. He wrote to Ya�anna b. Ru'hI, 
thUl: 'In the name of Cod the Compassionate and Merciful. This is a 
guarantee from God and Muhammad the prophet, the apostle of God, to 
Yu�anna b. Ru'baandthe people ofAyla,fortheirshipsand theircaravans 
by land and sea. They and all thai arewilh them, men of Syria, and the 
Yaman, and seamen, all have the proteclion of Cod and the protection of 
Muhammad the prophet. Should any one of them break the treaty by 
introducing some new factor then his wealth Ihall not save him; it is the 
fair prize of him who takcs it. It is not permitted that they shall be re
strained from going down to their wells or using their roads by land or &ea .' 

Then the apostle summoned Kh�lid b. al-Walld and lent him to Ukaydir 9<>] 
at Duma. Ukaydir b. 'Abdu'I-Malik was a man of Kinda who was ruler of 
Duma; he was a Christian. The apostle told KhAlid that he would find him 
hunting wild 00"'''. KhAlid went off until he came within sight of his fon. 
h was a summer night with a bright moon and Ukaydir was on the roof 
with his wife. The cows were rubbing their horns against the gate of the 
fort all the night. His wife asked him if he had ever known anything of the 
kind in the past, and urged him to go after them. He ClIlied for his horse, 
and when it was saddled he rode off with a number of his family, among 
them a brother called l:IassAn. As they were riding the apostle's cavalry felI 
in with them and seized him and killed his brOlher. Ukaydir Wllll wearing 
a gown of brocade covered with gold. Khllid ltripped him ofthia and 
sent it to Ihe apostle before he brought him to him. 

'.\tim b. 'Urnar b. QatAda from Anllll b. MAlik said: 1 saw Uk.aydir'. 
gown when it Wllll brought to the apostle. The Muslims were feeling it 

, Siln 9. 66 
• M.JWz •• ,},iR implin ...... " ..... . ndru.d<:nc: .. ,and U.""')?'I· ......... .  Ii'tlcd""kq. 



The LIfe of Muhammad 



Tlu Lijt oj MuhammmJ 609 

apostle God cast a heavy slcep on us and I began to wake up when my 
camel had come near the apostle's camel. I WlI8 afraid that if it came too 
near his foot would be hurt in the stirrup. I began to move my camel away 
from him until sleep overcame me on the way. Then during the night my 
camelj08tled against his while his footwll8 in the stirrup and I WlI8 wakened 
byhisvoice saying, 'Lookout.' I aslr.ed his pardon and he told me to carry on. The apostle began to ask me about thOilewho had dropped out from 
B. Ghiflr and I told him. He asked me about the people with long 
straggling red beards and I told him that they had dropped out. Then he 
asked about the men with Bhort curly hair and I confessed that I did not 
know that they were of us. 'But yes,' he said, 'they are those who own <)06 
camels in Shabakatu Shadakh.' Then I remembered that they were 
among B. Ghiflr, but I did not remember them until I recalled that they 
were a clan of Aslam who were allies of ours. When I told him this he said, 
'What prevented one of these when he fell out from mounting a zealous 
man in the way of God on one of his camels? The most painful thing to 
me is that muhiijiriin from Quraytlh and the Anfir and GhifAr and Aslam 
should stay behind.' 

THE OPPOSlTlON MOSQUE 
The apostle went on until he SlOpped in Dhu Awin a town an hour's day� 
Iightjoumey from Medina. The owners of the mosque of opposition had 
come to the apostle as he was preparing for Tabuk, saying, 'We have built 
a moaque for the sick and needy and for nights of bad wtather, and we 
should like you to come to us and pray for us there.' He said that he wll8 
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pray for them in it. 
When he stopped in Dhu Aw§.n news of the moaque came to him, and he 

Bummoned Mllik b. a1�Dukhahum, brother of B. SIIim b. 'Auf, and Ma'n 
b. 'Adiy (orhil brother'�im)brotherofB. a1-'AjIAn,andtoldthemtogo 
to the moaque of thoac evil men and destroy and bum it. They went 
quickly to B. Sllim b. 'Aufwho were Mllik'l clan, and Mllik said to Ma'n, 
'Wait for me until I can bring fire from my people.' So he went ill and 
took a palm_branchlUld lighted it, and then the two of them ran into the 
mosque where its people were and bumed and destroyed it and the people 
ran away from it. A portion of the Quran came down concerning them: 
'Those who chose a moaque in opposition and unbelief and to caUlt divi
sion amongbelievers'to theendofthe passage.' 

The twelve men who built it were: KhidMm b. Khllid of B. 'Ubayd b. � 
Zayd, one of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf; his house opened on to the BChismatic 
moaque; Tha'laba b. l;IIitib ofB. Umayya b. Zayd; Mu'attib b. Qushayr; 
Abul;labibab. al-Az'ar, both ofB. J)ubay'a b. Zayd;'AbbIidb. l;Iunayf, 

' Sdng. I08. 
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theaame caac and they said th.r.t there were two men who had said what I 
had &aid, and they got theaame answer. Theywere Murlra b. al-RabJ' 
al-'Amri of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf, and HillI b. AbU Umayya al-Wlqi£t, two 
honest men of e:r;emplary charactet. \Vhen they mentioned them I was 
lilent. The apostle forbade anyone to speak to us three out of those who 
had stayed behind, 1O men avoided us and showed an altered demeanour, 
until I hated myself and the whole world as never before. We enduredthi!. 
for fiftynight!l. h. for my two eompanioIl!l in misfortune they were humi_ 
liated and stayed in their houses, but I was younger and hardier, 10 I used 
togo out and anend prayen with the Muslims, and go round the =ketl. 
while no one spoke to me; and I would go to the apostle and salute him 
while he sat after prayen, asking myself if his lips had moved in returning 
the salutation or notj then I would pray near him and steal a look at him. 
When I performed my prayer he looked at me, and when I turned towards 
him he turned away from me. When I had endured much from the hanh
neuofthe Muslims I walked off and climbed over the wall of Abu Qatilda's 

Sill orchard. He was my cousin and the dearest of men to me. I saluted him 
and by God he did Dot retum my saLfm 10 I &aid, '0 Aba Qatlda, I adjure 
you by God, do you not know that I love God and His apostle 1'; but he 
answered me not a word. Again I adjured him and he was silent; again, 
and he &aid, 'God and Hit apostle know best.' At that my eyes swam with 
tean and I jumped up and climbed over the wall. 

InthemorningI walk.edin the market andthere wasoneof the Naba� 
traden from Syria who came to sell food in Medina asking for me. When 
heaskedformethe peoplepointed meouttohim,andhe came andgave 
me a letter from the king of Ghass§n which he had written on a piece or 
silk which read as follows: 'We hear that your master has treated you 
badly. God hu not put you ina house of humiliation and 1088, socome to 
\a and we will provide for you.' When I read it I thought that thit too was 
part of the ordeal. MY lituation was such that a polytheist hoped to win 
me overjlO I took tbe letter to the oven and burned it. 

Thus we went on until forty of the fiftynight!l had passed and then the 
apostle's meue.ngercame to me and told me that the apostle ordered that 
I should separate myself from my wife. I asked whether this meant that I 
wu to divorce her, but he said No, I was to separate myself and not 
approach her. My two companions received similar orden. I told my wife 
to rejoin herf'llllily until such time as God should give a decision in the 
matter. The wife of Hilill came to the apostle and told him that he was an 
oldman, loet without a servant, was there any objection to her serving 
himl He said there was not provided that he did not approach her. She 
told the apostJe that he never made a movement towards her and that his 
weeping was so prolonged that she feared that he would lose his sight. 
One of my family suggested that I should ask for similar permission from 
the apostle, but I declined to do so because I did not know what he would 

91'1 say in reply.ince I was a young man. Ten more nighta passed until fifty 
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nighu aince the apoatle had forbidden men to lpeak to us were complete. 
I prayed the morning prayer 00 the top of one of our houses on the mom 
of the fiftieth night in the way that God had preacribed. The world, 
'pacious asit is, cl08ed inOnul andmy lOulwlI8d«p distressed,' I had 
Ktupa tent on the top of a crag and I used tO luy there when luddenly I 
heard the voicc oCa crier coming over the top oCthe crag Ihouting at the 

:to::Cv:!.��a��: 
Ka'b b. MIlik!' I feU down prostrate, knowing 

Theapoatle announced God's rorgivenell when he prayed the dawn 
prayer and men went off to tell us the good nnn. They went to my two 
felloWl withtheneWi andaman gaUopedoffto meonahortM:,anda l'\lllner 
from Aslamran until he came over the mountain, and the voice WII8 quicker 
than the hortM:. When the man whom I had heard Ihouting the good neWi 
came, I toreoffmy ciothea andgave them tohim ll8 a reward for good 
tidings, and by God at the time I had no others and had to borrow more 
and put them 00. Then I sct off towards the apoade and men met me and 
told me the good news and c:ongratulated me on God's baving forgiven me. 
I went into the moe,que and there was the apoatle lurrounded by men. 
Tall;ta b. 'Ulnydullah got up and greeted me and c:ongrarulated me, but no 
othermuhijirdidlO. (Ka'bnever forgot this action of TalI;ta'I.) 

When I saluted theapoetle he said as rus face shonewithjoy, 'Thil ia 
the beat day of your life. Good news to you!' I Jaid, 'Fromyou or from 
God?' 'From God, ofcouTlt,' he said. Whenhe told good newthia face 
used to be: like the moon, and we used to recognize it. When I sat befo� 
himI toldhimthat u an lClofpenitencc I wouldgive lway myproperty 
u alms to God and Hia lpoetle. He told me to keep.ame of it for that 91' 
would be: better forme. I told him that I would keep myahare in Khaybar 
booty, and I said, 'God hal saved me through truthfulntu, and part of my 
repentance towards God ia that I 'wil l notlpeak anytrung but the truth 10 
long u I live; and by God I do not know any man whom God hufavoured' 
in lpeaking the truth since I told the apoetle thlt more graciously than He 
ravoured me. From the day I told the apoatle thlt to the preaent day I 

�:-:-t�::n� 
a lie, and I hope that God will preserve me for the 

God sent do-wn: 'God hu forgiven the prophet and the emigranu and 
the helpertlwho foUowed him in the hour of difficulty aher the heartl ofl 
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'And be with thetruthful.'1 

Ka'b aaid: 'God neverlho\\"td me a greater favour after He had guided 
me to Islam than when I told the apo.tle the truth that day 10 that I did not 
lie and perish like thOtewho lied; for God said about thOte who lied to him 
when He sent down the revelation "They wiU IWtII' to you by God when 
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you return to them that you may tum from them. Do turn from them for 
they are unclean and their reating place i. hell, in reward for what they 
have earned. They swear to you that you may be satisfied with them, and 
if you aretatisfied with Ihem God is not utisfied wilh an evil people." "  

W e  three were kept back from the affair o f  those from whom the apostle 
acccpted an apology when they ...... ore an t»lh to him and he asked forgive
ness for them. And the apostle postponed our affair until God gave His t������t, and about that God said, 'And to the three who were left 

When God used the word khullijuit had nothing to do with our holding 
back from the raid, bul 10 his holding us back and postponing our affair 
from those who s�·ore 10 him and made excuses which he ae<:epted. 

TilE ENVOYS OF TIIAQfF ACCEPT ISLAM, A.II. 9 

The apostle returned from Tabuk in Ramar,llin and in that month the 
deputation of Thaqif came to him. 

When the apostle came away from them 'Urwa b. Mas'ud al-Thaqafi 
followed him until he caught up with him before he got to Medina, and 
ie<:epted blam. He asked that he might go back to his people as. I. Muslim, 
but the apostle uid:--!lo his people say-'They will kill you,' for the 
apostle knew the proud spirit of opposition that was in them. 'Urwa said 
that he was dearer to them than their firstborn (866). 

He wu a man who was. loved and �yed and he went oot calling his 
people to lalam and hoping that they would not oppose him because of his 
position among them. When he went up to an upper room and showed 
himself to them after he had invited them to Islam and shown his reli gion 
to them they shot arrows at him from all direction., and one hit him and 
killed him. The B. Malik allege that one of their men killed him; his name 
was Au. b. 'Auf, brother of B. Sillim b. Millik. The AJ:!.IiJJ allege Ihal one 
of their men from B. 'AIIlb b. Jl,Ulik called Wahb b. Jlbir killed him. It 
wasuid to 'Urwa, 'What do you think about your deathi" He said, 'ltis 
a gift which God, has honoured me with and a manyrdom which God has 
led me to. I am like the martyrs who were killed with the aposlle before 
he ..... ent away from you; so bury me with them.' They did bury him with 
them and Ihey allege that the apostle said about him, 'Among his people 
he is like the hero of Yil Sin among his people.'J 

Thaqif delayed some months afler the killing of 'Urwa. Then they took 
counsel among themselves and dctided that they could not fight the Arabs 
all around them, who had paid homage and ae<:epted Islam. 

Ya'qub b. 'Utba b. al-Mughira b. al-Akhnas. told me that 'Amr b. 
Umayya, brother of B. 'm,;, was not on speaking terms with 'Abdu nm b. 
'Amr and there was bad feeling between them. 'Amr was a m05t crafty 
manand hewalked to·AbduYlliland cntered hild ..... elling andsenlword 

' SCtng.¢. · SCtng.,.g. ' Cf.S\ln36.'9 
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10 him 10 come out 10 him. 'Abdu Yllil expreued great surprise: Ihal 'AmI' 915 
who wu so carerul of his life should come 10 him, so he came 01,11, and 
when he saw him he welcomed him. 'AmI' said to him: 'We are in an 
impasse. You have seen how the affair of Ihis man has progressed. All 
Ihe Arabs have accepted Islam and you lack the power 10 fight them, 80 
look to your case: Thereupon Thaqlf took counsel and said one 10 
another, 'Don'l you Itt Ihat your herds are not safe; none of you ean g oout 
wilhout bcing cutoff: So .fterconferring together they decided to send a 
man to Ihe apostle u Ihey had &ent 'Uno.· •. They spoke to 'Abdu YlIout, 
who wu a contempol1l.ry of 'Urwa, IUld laid the plan before him, but he 
reru.sed 10 act, fearing that on his retum he would betrealed as'Urw.was. 
He said that he would not go unless they sent lOme men with him. They 
decided 10 send two men from al.�lif and Ihree from B. Malik. six in all 
They sent with 'Abdu nlil, al-l;Iakam b. 'Amr b. Wahb b. Mu'anib, and 
Shul1l.�bil h. Chaylln b. Salima b. Mu'attib;and from B. l\u'lik, 'Ulhmln 
b. Abu'I-'A, b. Bishr b. 'Abdu Duhmln, brolher of B. Yasir, .nd Au. b. 
'Auf, brother of B. Sllim b. 'Auf, and Numayr b. Kharasha b. Rabl'a, 
brother of B. al-I;Urith. 'Abdu Ylli! went with them as leader in charge of 
the affair. He look Ihem wilh him only out of fear of meeting the same 

���:n�o�U;'�i
::�a�� order that each man on his return could secure the 

When they approached Medina and hailed at Qanlt they met there al
Mughira b. Shu'bawhosclurn itwasto puture thecamelsofthe apostle's 
companions, for Ihe companions took Ihi, duty in turn. When he taw 
them he lert the camels with the Thaqafll ind jumped up to run to gh'e the 
.postle the good new. of their coming. AbO. Baltrmet him bcfore he could 
get to the apostle and he told him that riden of Thaqlf had come to make 9,6 
their submission and accept Islam on the apostle'. conditiona provided 
that they could get a document guaranteeing theirpcople and their land 
and animals, Abo. Bakr implored al-MughIra to let him be the fint to tell 
the apostle the news and he agreed, 80 Abu Bakr went in and told the 
apoetle while al-Mughll1l. rejoined his companionl snd bmught the camels 
back. He taught them how to salute the apostle, for they were usec! to the 
salutation of pagani 1m. When they came to the apostle he pilched a tent 
for them near his motque, so they allege. Khl[id b. Sa'id b. a[.'�acted 
u intermediary between them and the apostle until they got Iheir docu
ment; it Wall he who actually wrote it. They would not eat the food which 
came to Ihem from the apostle until KMJid ate some and until they 
had accepted Islam and had got their document. 

Among the things they asked Ihe apostle was Ihat they should be 
.1I0wed to retain Iheir idol Al·Ut undestmyed for Ihree )'ean, The 
apoetlerefused, and they continued to ask him for a year or two, and he 
refu&ed; finally they uked for a month after their relum home; but he 
refused to agree to any set lime. All that they wanted a!l Ihey were trying 
10 Bhow was to be safe from their fanatia and women and children by 

L 
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leaving her, andthey didnotwantto frighten theirpeople by destroying 
her until they had accepted hlam. The apostle refused this, but he sent 
Abll Sufy.iln b.l:larband al.Mughira b. Shu'bato destroy her. They had 
also asked that he would excuse them from prayer and that they should not 
have to break their idols with their own hands. The apostle said: 'We 
excuse you from breaking your idols with your own hands, but as for 
prayer there is no good ina religion which has no prayers.' Theysaidthat 
they would perform them though it was demeaning. 

When they had accepted Islam and the apostle had given them their 
91' document he appointed 'Uthmiln b. Aba'I.'A. over them although he was 

the youngest of them. This \\1IS because he was the most zealous in study. 
ing Islam and learning the Ouran. Aba Bakrhad told the apostle this. 

'Jd b. 'Abdullah b. 'At1ya b. Sufy.iln b. Rabi'a al·Thaqafl from one of 
the deputation told me: Bil.ill used to come to us when we had become 
Muslims and we fasted with the apostle for the rest of RamaQ.lln, and bring 
our supper and our breakfast from the apostle. He would come to ua in 
the morning twilight and we would say 'We sec: that the dawn has risen.' 
He would say, 'I left the apostl� eating at daybreak, 80 as to make the dawn 
meal later' ;' and he would bring our evening meal and we would say, 'We 
see that the sun has not entirely vanished,' and he would say, 'I did not 
come to you until the apostle had eaten.' Then he would put his hand in 
the dish and eat from it (86J). 

Sa'id b. Aba Hind from Mutarrif b. 'AbduUah b. al·Shakhkhlr from 
'Uthm.iln b. Abll'I.'A. said: The last thing the apostle enjoined on me 
when he sent me to Thaqif was to be brief in prayer, to measure men by 
their weakest members; for there were old and young, Bick and infirm 
among them. 

When they had accomplished their task and had Se1 out to return to their 
country the apostle sent with them Aba Sufy.iln and al.Mughirato destroy 
the idol. They travelled with the deputation and when they ne;lred al· 
T.iI'if, al.Mughira wanted to send on Aba Sufyln in advance. The latter 
refused and told him to go to his people while he stayed in his property in 
Dha'I·Haram.' When al.Mughira entered he went up to the idol and 
struck it with a pickaxe. His people the B. Mu'attib stood in front of him 
fearing that he would be shot or killed as 'Urwa had been. The women of 

918 Thaqif came out with their heads uncovered bewailing her and saying : 

o weep for our protector 
Poltroons would neglect her 
Whose swords need a corrector (868). 

Abii Sufy.iln, as al.Mughlra smote her with the axe, said 'Alas for you, 
alasl' When al.Mughira had destroyed her and taken what was on her and 

1 T h. 1 .. , d.lu .. ""'Y be an npla".torr a10a from 1.1 ��:::��� �b:u���t:::��� �hu:!:,,::��, ���ai��v�n;;:�q���::'��lftu: 
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Now Abu Mulayl;! b. 'Urwa and QJ-rib b. al-Atwad bad come to Ihe 
apoatle before the Thaqlfdeputation when 'Urw.was killed, desiring to 
tepante themselves from Thaqlf and to have nOlhing to do with them. 
When they became Mu.lims the apostle said to them, 'Take as friends 
whom you \\i11,' and they uid, 'We c:hOO$t God and His apoetle.' The �tv�e:,d, 'and your mslemal uncle Abu Sufyin b. l;larb: and they laid, 

Whenthepeopleofal-Tl'ifhad.c:ceptedlalamandlhe.poedeh.dltnt 
Abu Sufym and a1-MughlrI to destroy the idol, Abu Mulayl;! b. 'Urwa 
uked the apostle tosetde a debt his f.therhad incurred from thepropeny 
of the idol. The apostie agreed and Q�rib b. al-Atwad asked forthe same 
privilege for his father. Now 'Urwa and al-Atwad were full brothen. The 
.poetle said, 'But"a1-Aswad died a polytheist.' He answered, 'BUf you will 
be doing afavourtoaMU4lima near relation,' mearunghimstlf;'the debt 
it only incumbent on me and from me it i, required.' The apostle ordered 
Abu Sufyln to satisfy the debts of 'Urwa and al-Atwad from the propeny 
of the idol, and when Il-Mughirl had collected its molley he told Abu ��fy:' lhat the apostle had Ordered him to .. tilfy these debts thu., and he 

The text of the document the apostle wrote forthem runs: 'In the name 
of God the Compassionate the Merciful. From Muhammad the prophet, 
the.posde ofGod,lo the believen: Theac:ac:ia treetofWajj' anditsgame 
are not 10 be injured. Anyone found doingthit will be sc:ourged and hit 
garments c:onfi5cated. If herepeats the offenc:e he will be teiud and 
brought to the prophet Muhammad. Thia ia the order of the prophel 
Muhammad, the apoetle of God.' Khllid b. Sa" d has written by the order 
of the apoetle Muhamrnad b. Abdullah, so let none repeat theoffenc:e to hia 919 
own injury in what the apottle of God Muhammad has ordered. 

ABO BAKR LBADS THB PILCRIMACB, A.H. 9 

The apostle remained Ihere for the rest of the month of Rama�ln and 
Sh.wwil and DhU'I-Qa'dl. Then he tent Abu Bah in command of the 
f/aff in the year 9 to enabie the Musliffil 10 perform theirftajj while the 
polytheists were at their pilgrimage stations. Abu Bakrand the Mualims 
duly departed. 

A disc:harge came down permitting the breaking of the agreement 
hetween the.postle and the polytheists thlt none .hould be kept bac:k from 
the temple when he c:ame to it, and that none need fear duringthe ucred 
month. That was a general agreement between him and the polytheitts; 
meanwhile there were partic:ular agreements hctween the apostle and the 
Arab tn'bea forspecified termt. And there c:ame down about it and about 

, A p!aee in a!-T,'il 



The Life of Muhammad 



Tht Lift of Muhammad 619 

lransgressors,' i.e. they have transgressed against you. 'But if they repent 
and perform prayer and pay the poor tax, then they are your brothen in 
religion. We make clear the re\'elations for a people who have knowledge.' 

l;Iakim b. l;lakim b. 'Abbid b. l;Iunayf from Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. 
'Ali told me that when the discharge came down to the apostle after he had 
aent Abu Bakr to superintend the!lajj, aomeoneexpresaed the wish that he 
would send newli of it to Abu Bakr. He said, 'None shall transmit it from 
me but a man of my own house.' Then he summoned 'Ali and said: 'Take 
this section from the beginning of "The Dischargc" and proclaim ilt o the 
peop!eon the day of sacrifice when they assemble at Minil. Nounbeliever 
ahall enter Paradise, and no polytheist shan make pilgrimage after this 
year, and no naked person shall circumambulate the temple. He who has !1U 
an agreement with the apostle has it for his appointed time (only). 'All 
went fonh on the apostle's slit-eared amel and ovenook Abu Bake on the 
way. When Abu Bakr saw him he asked whether he had come to give 
orden or to convey them. He said '10 com'ey them.' They went on 
togetherandAbii Bakr superintendedthe !lajj, theArabsinthatyeardoing 
as they had done in the heathen period. When the day of sacrifice nme 
'Ali arose and proclaimed what the apostle had ordered him to say, and he 
ga\'e the men a period of four mOntM from the date of the proclamation to 
relUrn to their place of safety or their country; afterwards there w3.'l lo be 
no treaty or compact except for one with whom the apostle had an agree
menl fora period, and heoould have it for that period. After that year no 
polytheist went on pilgrimage or circumambulated the temple naked. 
Then the two of them retumed to the apostle. This was the Discharge in 
rcgard to the polytheists who had a general agreement, and those who had 
a respitt for the specified time. 

Then the apostle gave orden to fight the polytheists who had broken the 
lpecialagreement as wdl 3.'l thosewho had a generalagreement aftcrthe 
four months which had been gh'en them as a fixed time, save that ifanyone 
of them showed hOfltility he should be killed for it. And He said, 'Will you 
not tight a people who broke their oaths and thought to drive out the 
apostle and auacked you first? Do you fear them when God is more wonhy 
to be feared if you are believen? Fight them! God will punish them by 
your handl, and put them to shame and give you the victory over them and 
will heal the breastsofa betievingpeople, and He will remove the anger of 
their heans and God wiU relent,' i.e. after that 'towards whom He will, for 
God is knowing, wise.' 'Or do you think that you will be left (idle) when 
God does not yet know those of you who bestir yourseh'es and choosc none 
for friend but God and His apostle and the bclievers1 God is informed 
about what )'ou do' (870). 

Then He mentioned the words of Qurlysh, 'We are the people of the 
unctuary, the wateren of the pilgriffi8, and the tenden of this temple and 
noneia luperiorto us,' and He said: 'He onlyahall tend God's sanctuar ics 933 
whobelievcs in God and the last day,' Le. your tending was not tbus. Only 
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those who tend God'. IUlctmries meatll tend them as they ought to be 
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may be the rightly gllided.' 'Perhaps' coming from God means a fact. Then 
heaaid: 'Wouldyoumalr.ethewateringofthepilgrinuandthetendingofthe 
aaered mosque equal to one who believes in God and thelut day and 
lights in the way of God? They are not equal with God.' 

Then comes the.tory of their enemy until he arrives at tbe mention of 
l;Iunayn and what happened there and their turning bad from their 
enemy and how God sent down help .fter they had abandoned one 
another. Then Heaaid (v. :z8): 'The polythedtt are nothing but unclean, 
so let them not approach theaacred mosque after this year of theirs, and if 
you fear poverty' that wu beeall!Cthe people said 'the markets will be cut 
offfrom us, tnde willbe destroyed, and weahall lose the good things we 
uaedto enjoy,' and God aaid, '1£ you fear poverty God will enrich you 
from Hdbounty,' i.e. in lOme other way, 'if He will. He is biowing, wde. 
Figbt those wbo do not believe in God and the last day and forbid not that 
wbich God and Hil Ipoat1e have forbidden and follow not the religion of 
truth from Imong those who have been given theacripture until they pay. 
the poll tax out of hand being humbled,' i.e. as lcompensation for what y(m 
fear to lose by the closing of the markett. God gave them compensation 
for wlu;t He cut off from them in their fonner polytheism by whit He gave 
them by way of poll tax from the people ofacripture. 

Then He mentioned tbe two peoples ofacripture with their evil and the.ir 
lies agam.t Him until the words 'Many of the rabbis and monu devour 
men'a wealth wickedly I.Ild tum men from the way of God. Those who 
board up gold and.i1ver IfId do not apend it in thewayofGod, announce 
to them a painful pundhment.' 

Then He mentioned tbe fixing of the sacred months and the innoVlltions 
of the Arabs in the m.tter. Nasi' means making profane montha which 
God hu.dedared holy and vice vena. 'The number of the mondll with 

9� God d twelve in the booltof God on the day Heereated heaven IfId earth. 
Four of them are ucred; that d the llanding religion, so wrong not your
selves therein,' j.e. do not make the sacred profane or the profane aacred 
as the polytheilu did: 'Postponement (of . saered month)' wbichthey 
uaed to practile 'il o:cea ofinfidelitywhereby those who disbelieve are 
misled; they allow it one year and forbid it anOlher year tlu;t they may 
make up the number of the months which God has made aacred so that 
they allow that which God has forbidden, the evil of their dccd. accming 
good to them. But God dotl not guide . diabdieving people.' 

Then He mentioned TabUk and how the Mualima were weighed down 
by it and o:aggerated the difficu1ty or attaclting the Byzantinea when the 
ap<»t1e ca1led them to fight them; and the diaaffection of some; then how 
the lpoatle upbraided them for their behaviour in blam. God aaid, 'O you 
who believe, what was the matter with you that when it was said to you, 
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Go forth in the way of God you were weighed down to the earth' then as 
far as His worda 'He will puniah you with a painful punishment and chooae 
a people other than you' to the worda 'if you do not help rum .till God 
���h�rw:�

e
� ;�e:.�lieve drove him out the aecond of two 

Then He aaid to His prophet, mentioning the diaafFected: 'Had it been. 
a near adventure and a ahortjoumeythey would have followed you, but 
the long distance weighed upon them. And they will Iwear by God, Had 
we been able we would have Itt forth with you. They destroy thelNClves, 
God knowing that they are lian,' i.e. that they were able. 'May God forgive 
you. Why did you give them leave (toltay behind) before thOlC who told 
thetruth were plain toyou and you knewthe lill'l?' as far u the worda 
'Had they gone forth with YO)l they would have contributed naught but 
trouble and have hurried about among you teeking tocauaeaedition among 
you there being among youaome who would have Iiltened to them' (871). 

Among the men of high Itanding who asked hia permiasion (tOltlY be· 
hind) Iccording to my infonnation were 'Abdullah b. Ubayyb. Salul and 
al.Jadd b. QIYS. Tbeywere nobles amongtbeir people and God kept them illS 
back. becauae He knew that if they went forth with him they would Cluae 
disorder in his army, for in the army were men wbo loved them and would 
obey them in anything tbey asked becaU5C of their high ltanding among 
tbem. God. uid: 'And among them are lOme who would have listened to 
them, and God knows lbout the evil...d,oen. In the past they IOUght to 
Cluaeaedition,' Le. before they asked your pe:rmiaaion, 'and overtumed 
youraffainl,'i.e.to drawlwayyour companions fromyouandto fruatrate 
your affair 'until tbe troth came and God'a command. became manifest 
though they were avetle'. Of them is he who aaid, Give me permiasion 
(to ltay behind) and tempt me not. Hive they not fallen into ttmptation 
already?' The one who aaid that according to what we were told was aJ· 
Ildd b. Qays, brother of B. Salima, when the lpoatle caJled him to war 
with the Byzantines. Then the account goes on to the worda 'If they were 
to find a refuge or cavema or a place to enter they would have tumed to it 
with all apeed. And of them is he who defamed you in the matter of airrul. 
If they are giVCD aome they are content; but if they are not given lOme they 
are enraged ,' i.e. their whole aim, their utQ;faction, and their anger, are 
concemed withtheirworldlylife. 

Then He CIplained and lpecified to whom alms ahould be given: 'Alms 
areonlyfor thepoorandneedyandthe collectonl ofitand forthoeewbc.e 
heans are to be won, and to frec captivea and debtora. and for the way of 
:::

.
�dforthe wayfarer asanordinancefrom GodandGod.is knowing, 

Then He mentioned their duplicity and their vexi,!g the apoatle Ind 
aaid: 'And of them are thoae who VCI the prophet andaay, He is an ear. 
SlY: an ear of good. for you, who believes in God and is faithful to the 
believenl and a mercy for thoae ofyou who believe. There is a painful 
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punishment for those who vex God's apostle.' According to my informa· 
lion the man who said those words was Nabtal b. al-1:Ilirith, brother of B. 
'Amr b. 'Auf, and this veNt came down about him because he used to say 
'Muhammad i

s only an ear. If anyone tells him a thing he believcs it.' 
God said,'Say:An earofgood toyou:i.e.he hea� goodandbelievesit. 

Then He said, 'They swear by God to you to please you, but God and 
His apostle ha\'e more right that they should please Him if they are be· 
lievers." Then He said, 'If you uk them they will say We were but talking 
and jelting. Say: Do you scoff at God and His signs and His apostle?' as 

916 far as the words 'If We pardon a party of you We will punish a party.' The 
one who said these words was Wadi'a b. Thlbit, brother of B. Umayya b. 
Zayd of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf. The one who was pardoned, according to my 
infonnation. W1S Mukhashshin b. l:Iumayyir al.Ashja'i, an ally of B. 
Salima, because he disapproved of what he heard them saying. 

The description of them continues to the words, '0 prophet, fight the 
unbelieven and disaffected, anddeal roughly with them. Their abode is 
heU, an evil resting-place. They swear by God that they did not say it but 
they did nythe word of unbelief and disbelieved afttr their Islam and 
planned what they could nolauain. TheylOught re\'enge only because 
God and His apostle had enriched Ihem from His bounty' 10 the words 'no 
friend and no helper.' The one who said those words was al·Julas h. 
Suwayd b. �§mit, and a man of his family called 'Umayr b. Sa'd reported 
them and he denied that he had nid them and swore an oath by God. But 
when the Ouran came down concerning them he repented and changed 
his mind. His repentance and his state became exccllent as I have heard. 

Then He said, 'And of them is he who made a covenant with God: If He 
gives us of His bounty we will give alms and become of the righteous.' 
The ones who made a CO\'enant with God were Tha'iaba b. 1:I51ib and 
Mu'attib b. Oushayr, both of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf. 

Then He said, 'Those who defame .uch of the believers as give freely in 
alms and .ueh as can only give thcir efforts and scoff at them, God will 
scoff at them and they will have a painful punishment.' The believers who 
freely gave alms were 'Abdu'l-Ral)man b. 'Auf and '�im b. 'Adiy, brother 
of B. 'Ajliln, because the apostle incited and urged men to almsgiving. 
'Abdu'I·Ra]:lmlin arose and gave .,000 dirhams, and 'A�im arose and gave 
100 1000d s o f dates, and they defamed them and nid, 'This is nothing 
but ostentation.' The man who ga\'e in alms all he could was Abu 'Aqil, 
brolher of B. Unayf, who brought a measure of dates and cast il all into 
the �Ims. They laughed at him saying, 'God tan do without Abu 'Aqil's 
pallrymeasurc.' 

Then He rnentione-l what they said one to another when the apostle 
ordered war and the expcdition 10 Tabuk in great hcat andlterile condi-

9'7 tions. 'Theysaid, Gonot forth in the heat. Say: The fire of hell is much 

I The .ynl&� of'h;. ' .. rw ;. rol'trd ond;t i. probabl" th&t � .. rIY Kribo .. 'rot,, _a,�
I""" mechanically 
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Then He mentioned the sincere and faithful Bedouin among them and 
aaid: 'And of the Bedouin there is he who believes in God and the lut 
day and regards what he spends and the prayers of the aposde as accep
table offerings with God. It is an acceptable offering for them.' 

Then He mentioned the first emigrants and helpen and their merit and 
the goodly reward which God promised them. Then he joined with them 
their later followers in goodness and He said, 'God is pleased with them 
and they are pleased with Him.' Then He said: 'And of the Bedouin 
round you there are the disaffected and of the ptople of Medina there are 
thosewho arestubbom in disafFeetion,' i.e. persist in it and refuse to be 
otherwise; 'we ,hall punish them twice.' The punishment with which 
God threatened them twice according to my information is their grief 
over their position in hlam and their inward rage at not getting a (heavenly) 
reward; then their punishment in the grave when they get there; then the 
great puniahment to which they will be brougbt, the punishment of hell 
eternally. Then He said: 'And there are others who acknowledged their 
faults. They mix¢ a good deed with another that was bad; perhaps God 
willrelent towarda them, forHeis forgiving, merciful.' 

Then He said, 'Take alms from their wealth wherewith to purify and 
cleanse them' to the end of the pUllage. Then He said: 'And there are 
others who are postponed to God's decree; either He will punish them or 
rdent towards them.' They are the three who were left in abeyance and 
the apostle postponed theic cue until their forgiveness came from God. 

9"11 Then He said, 'And u for those who chose a mosque out of opposition' 
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Then comes the narrative dealing with TabUi.to the end of the cbapter. 
In the time of the prophet and afterwards Bari'awas called a1-Muba

'thira1 because itlaidbaretbeaecretthoughts ofmen. Tab1ilr.wasthelast 
raid that the apostle made. 

THE POETRY OF I;IAssAN ENUMERATING THE BATTLES 

i:ludn h. Thiibit, enumerating the battles and campaign& in which the 
AntIr fought in company with the apostle, said: (871) 
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A people all of whom witnessAd Badr with the apostle 
Neither falling short nor deserting. 
They gave him their fea1ty, notone betrayed it, 
And there wu no deceit in their plighted word. 
On the day when in the glen of Ubud 

, Cf.Si\r&Ib.<4and•OO.9 
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Well-aimed blows blazing like a hot fire met them 
And the day of Dhu Qarad when dust rose above them as they rode 
They did not flinch nor fear. 
At Dhu'I-'Ushayra they overrode them with the apostle 
Armed with sword and spear. 
At Waddln they drove out its people 
Galloping along till hill and mountain stopped us. 
And the night when they sought their enemy for God's sake 
(And God will reward them for what they did). 
And the raid on Najd,where with the apostle 
They gained much spoil and booty. 
And the night in l:Iunayn when they fought with him 
He gave them a second taste of oombat. 
And the raid of al-Q!, when we scattered the enemy 
As camels are scattered before their drinking-place. 
They were the people who paid him homage 
To the point of war-they succoured him and left him not. 
In the raid on Mecca they were on guard among his troops 
Neither light-minded nor hasty. 
At Khaybar they were in his squadron 
Each man walking like a hero facing death 
With swords quivering in their right hands 
Sometimes bent through striking, sometimcs straight. 
The day the apostle went to Tabuk: seeking God's reward 
They were his first standard-bearers. 

���� �����: :n!�:a�f;:;� i:h�:� good to them 

Those are the people, the prophet's An�ar, 
An�

a
;��:/re my people-to them I belong when my descent is 

Theydied honourably, faithunbrok:en, 
And when they were killed it was for God's sake (873). 

l:Iasdn also said: 

We were kings of men before Muhammad 
And when Islam came we had the superiority. 
God the only God honoured us with 
Bygone days that have no parallel 
In our help to God and His apostie and His religion, 
And God has given us a name which has no equal. 
Those people of mine are the best of aU people. 
Whatever is counted good my people are worthy o{it·. 
They surpass all their predecessors in generosity 
And Ihe way to Iheir generosity ia never barred 
When men come to their �mblies they do not behave unseemly, 

B 6080  S a  
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Nor are they mean when asked for a gift. 
They are inimilable in war and peace. 
To fight them is death; to make peace ease. 
Theirsojoumer's house is high and inaccessible. 
While staying with us he enjoys respect and hospitality. 
If one of them wumes a debt he pays it 
Without defaulting or running into debt. 
Hewho .peabspeaks the truth, 
Their clemency is constant, their judgement just. 
He whom the Muslims trusted while he li"edt 
And he whom the angels' washed of his impurity were of us (874). 

l;Iassan alsosaid 
These are my people if you ask, 
Generous when a guest arrives. 
Large are the cooking-pots for the gamesten 
Wherein they cook the fat-humped camels. 
They give the IOjourncr a life of plent.v 
And protect their friend when he is wronged. 
They were kingt in their lands, 
They call for the Bword when injusticeis flagrant.1 
They were kings over men-never by others 
Have they been ruled even for a .hort time. 
TeU· about 'Ad and its peoples: 
Of Thamud and thesurvivora of lratn, 
OfVathrib where they had built forts among the palms 
And cattle were housed there, 
Watering camell which the Jewa trained 
Saying, Qffwith you, and Cornel 
They had what they wanted of wine and pleasure, 
An easy life free of care. 
We came to them with our equipment 
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Covered with thick leather. 
When wehaked on the sides of !?irlr' 
And madefasl the saddles with twisted ropes 
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horses 

They fled swifdy in terror 
As we came on them like lions of the jungle 
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On our long, cartfully tended marcs 
Which were nOI out of condilion from long stablin,g. 
Dark hays, spirited, 
Strong jointed like arrows, 
Carrying horsemen accustomed to lighting warriors 
And tOlmitingdown brave{oes; 
Kings when (others) behaved u tyrants in the land, 
Ne\,u retteating but always adnncing. 
We came back with their le:ading men 
And their women and children aI50 were dividd among the victors. 

�V:d ��;�:::d
t��:r::r:w:e�n they had gone 

When the rightly guided apostle brought us the truth 
And light afterdarkne" 

���i���:�e�r:��ht�:.
truth, 0 God'. apostle ; 

We bear witness that you are the slave of God 
Sc:ntinlightwithan upright religion 
We and our children are a protection for you 
And our wealth il at your disposal.' 
Such are we if others give you the lie, 
So shrink not from proclaiming aloud, 
Proclaim what you have hidden 
Openlywithout conccaling it: 
The erring oncs came \\ith their swords 
Thinking that he would be slain. 
We attacked them with our swordl, 
Fighting the miscreantl of the ptQpl" in his defence 
With our brightly polished swords 
Fine-edged, biting, cutling. 
When they encountered hardboncs 
They did not rccoil or become blunted. 
Such ha\'e our noblcs beque:athedus 
In anccstral glory and proud fame. 
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There is none who is not indebted to UI, 
Though he may have bcen disloyal (875) 

THE YEAR OP THE DEPUTATIONS, A.H. 9 

When the apostle had gained possessionof Mco:a, and had finished with 
Tabiik, andThaqifhad lurrendered and paid homage, deputatiora from 
the Arabs came to him from all directiora(876). 

, A� •••• jud •• in our a/foin (Of property). 
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In deciding their attitude to Islam the Arabs were only waiting to see 
what happened to this clan of Quraysh and the apostle. For Quraysh 
were the leaders and guides of men, the people of the sacred temple, 
and the pure stock of Ishmael son of Abraham; and the leading Arabs 
did not contest this. It was Quraysh who had declared war on the apostle 
and opposed him; and when Mecca was occupied and Quraysh became 
subject to him and he subdued it to Islam, and the Arabs knew that they 
could not fight the apostle or display enmity towards him they entered 
into God's religion 'in batches' lI!I God said, coming to him from all 
directions. GOO said to His prophet: 'When God's help l;ame and the 
victory, and you saw men entering into God's religion in batches, then 
glorify God with praise and ask His pardon for He is moot forgiving," 
i.e. praise God for His having made your religion victorious, and ask Hi s 
pardon, for He is most forgiving. 

THE COMING OF THE DEPtoTATION OF BANO TAMtM 

Then deputations of Arabs came to the apostle. There came to him 
'Utrnd b. l:Iiljib h. Zurilra b. 'Udus al-Tamlmi among the nobles of B. 
Tamlm including al-Aqra' b. I:Ubis and al-Zibriq�n b. Badr one of B. 
Sa'd, and 'Amr b. al Ahtam and al-l:Iab�lb b. Zayd (877). 

934 And in the deputation of B. Tamim were Nu'aym b. Yazid and Qays h. 
al-l:Iilrith andQaysb. '�im brother ofB. Sa'd with a greatdeputation �:: ��la::�� (878). With them was 'Uyayna b. l:li�n b. l:ludhayfa b. 

AI-Aqra' and 'Uyayna had been with the apostle at the occupation of 
Mecca and I:Iunaynand al-Ta'if, andwhenthe deputationcametheywere 
among them. When the deputation entered the mosque they called out to 
the apostle who was behind in his private apartments, 'Come out to us, 
Muhammad!' This loud call annoyed the apostle and he came oul to them, 
and they said, 'Muhammad, we have come to compete with you in boast
ing, so give permission to our poet and our oTlltor.' The apostie did so, 
and 'Utarid b. I:Iajibgot up and said 

935 'Praise belongs to God for His favour to us and He is worthy to be 
praised, who has made us kings and given us great wealth wherewith we are 
generous, and has made us the strongest people of the east and the great est 
in number, and the best equipped, sowho among mankind ls our equal? 
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could say more, but we are too modest to say much of what He has given 
us and are well known for that. I say this that you may bring forward the 
like and anything better.' Then he sat down. The apostle said toTMbit 
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b. QlYS b. al-Shammb, brother of B. al-J:llrith b. al-Khuraj, 'Get up and 
answer the man', lpe�h'; 10 TMbit got up and said· 

'Praise belongs to God Who created heaven and earth and cstabli.hed 
His rule therein, and His knowledge includes His throne; nothing emu 
but by His bounty. By His power He made lUI kings and choae the best of 
Hi. cr�tion as an apostle, and honoured him with lineage, made him 
truthful in lpcech, and favoured him with reputation, and aent down to 
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believe in him, and the emigranu from hit people and hil kinsmen 
believed in God'iapostle; the ffiOIt noble men in reputation, the highest 
in dignity, and the best in deeds. Thefint of creaturcs to answer and 
respond to God when the apostle called them were ourxlves. We are 
God's helpen and the assi.tanll of His apostle, and will fight men until 
they believe in God; and he who believes in God and Hil apostle haa 
protected hil life and property from U'; and he who disbelieves we will 
fight in God unceuingly and killing him "ill be I .mall matter to us. 
These are my words and I aU: God'. pardon for myself and the believers 
both men and women. Peacc upon you.' 

(T. Then they laid, 'Give pennission to our poet to speair.' and he did 
lO,) and al-Zibriqlln got up andaaid: 

We are the nobles, no tribe can equal UI. 
From u.lr.ings are bom and in ourmilhl churches uc built. 
How many tribes have we plundered, 
For excellence in glory il lobe lOught aner. 
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You can aee chiefs coming to UI from every land, 
And wefecd them lavishly. 
We 'laughter fal-humped youngCIImCls u l  mltter ofcourae: 
GUCSII when they come are aatitfied with food. 
Youwill.cewheneverwe challenge I tribe'l .uperiority 
They yield and abandon leadenhip.' 
He who challenges UI we Ir.now the result: 
His people withdraw and the new. it noised abroad. 
We forbid othen but none forbid us. 
Thulwearejultlya.alted in pride (879). 

J:lassln wu lbsent at the time and the apostle aent a mesaenger to tell 
him 10 come and answcr the B. Tamim', poet. l:Iassln said, As I went to 
Ihc lpostle I wu saying: 

���;:��::'a��;��; :!� he dwelt among us 
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We protected him when he dwelt among our hOU5eS 
With our swordt against every evil wretch 
In a unique house whose glory and wealth 
Is in}lbiyatu'l-]aulln among the foreigners. 
b glory aught but ancient lordship and generOllity, 
The dignity of kings and the bearing of great burdens? 

Whell I came to the apostle and the tribal poet had said his say, 1 made 
a1lulions 10 what he had P.id on the same panern. \\'nen al-Zibriqln had ;:.�� a� ,;::t:i:

id to i;lassan, 'Get up and answer the man,' and 

The leaders or Fihr and their brothers 
Have shown a way of life to be followed. 
Everyone whose hean is de\'out 
And does all manner of good appro\'ea them. 
Such a people when they fight injure their enemies 
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(The worst of characteristics is innovation.) 
lfthereare men wholurpass those who come after them 
Then they would be behind the las! of them. 
Men do not repair what their hands have destroyed in fighting, 
Nor destroy what they hne repaired. 
lfthey compete with others they take the lead. 
Jfweighed againlt men famous for liberality they send dov.-n theacale. 
Chaste men whose chastity is mentioned in revelation, 
Undefiled,no impurity can injurethem. 
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When we attack a tribe we do not go aoftly to them 
Like a calf running to the wild cow. 
We rise up when the cla\\o'3 of war reach us 
When g«Xi·for-naughts are humbled by its nails. 
They do not boast when they overcome their enemy._ 
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They are like lions in l:Ialyawith crooked claws. 
Take what you can get if they are enraged 
And seek not what they have forbidden. 
To fight them is lomcet poison and bane 
So do not antagonil:c them. 
How noble the people who ha\'e God', aposlte with theml 
When sccuand parties differ! 
My hean sings their praises 

, Ro.';'[u'UltU.hl·.tuh"m 
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Aided in its beloved task by an eloquent and ready tongue, 
For they are the best of all creatures 
In matters grave and gay (880). 

Concerning them the Quran came down: 'Those who call you from 
behind the private apartments m05t ofthem have no sense.'J 
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replied, 'No, I will not until you believe in God alone.' He repeated the 
request and went on talking to him expecting that Arbad would do llS 
he had told him but he remained inactive. He again repeated his request 
and got the same answer. When the apostle refused he said, 'By God I will 

'Uo fill the land against you with horses and men.' When they went away the 
apostle said, '0 God, rid me of 'Amir b. al-Tufayl.' On their way back 
'Arnir said to Arbad, 'Confound you, Arbad, why didn't you do what I 
ordered? By God there is no man on the face of the earth whom I fear more 
than you, but by God I shall never fear you after today.' He amwered, 
'Don't be hasty with me. Whenever I tried to get at him as you ordered, �:�rg;:,in the way so that I could see only you. Was I to smite you with the 

(T. 'Amir b. al-Tufayl said: 

The apostle sent word about what you know and it was as though 
We were making a planned nid on the squadrons 
And our worn-out horses had brought us to Medina 
And we had killed the Antlr in its midst.) 

Ju they were on their way back God sent a bubonic plague in 'Amir's 
ne<:k, and God killed him in tbe house of a woman of B. Sahil. He began 
to Bay, '0 Banu 'Amir, A boil like the boil of a young camel in the house 
ofa woman ofBanu Sahill' (882)' 

When they had buried him his companions retumed to the B. 'Amir 
country to winter and the people asked Arbad what had happened 
'Nothing, by God,' he said; 'he asked us to worship something. I wish 
he were here now and I would kill him with an arrow.' A day or two .after 
laying this he went out with hi! c.amel behind him and God sent on him 
and his camel a thunderbolt which consumed them. Arbad was brother 
of L.abld b. Rabi'a bythe samemother (88J}. 

Labid said, weeping Arbad: 
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But I did not fear the blow of Pisces and Leo. 
o eye, why do you not weep for Arbad 
Since we and the women rise in sorrow? 
If men blustered he took no notice, 
If they were moderate in judgement he showed moderation 
Sweet, astute, withal in hi! sweetness bitter, 
Gentle in bowels and liver. 
o eye, why do you not weep for Arbad 
When the winter winds strip the leaves from thetreel 
And make pregnantc.amels milkless 
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Untilthelastfewdro�appearl(HeW1ll) 
Bolder than a man-tating lion in his thickel. 
Eagcr for fame and far-teeing. 
The eye oould nOt see at far as it wished 
The night the horses came weak from the battle. 
Who sent the mourning-women among his mourners 
Like young gazcllct in a barren land. 
Thelighming andthunderbolbdistrcssedmc 
For the brave knight on the day ofmisfonunc. 
Who spoiled the lpoiler to repay the lpoilcd 
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However many Ihe bare. 
Envicd though they be. theymlUlt faIl; 
Though they hold authority one day they must pcrish and die (884). 

Gone is thc guard and protcctof 
Who saved her from Ihame on the day of battle. 
I WIS Burc we had paned (fOf ever) the day they said. 
'Arl»d'spropcrty is bcing dividcd by 101.' 
Thc Ihares of the heirs fty off in double and lingle loti 
And authority' gocttothe youngman. 
Bid farewell to Abii l:Iurayz with a bleuing, 
Though farcwell to Arbad brings little 01 Ihat. 
You wcre our leader and organiter. 
For beads must be held together by a ltting; 
And Arbad was a warlike knight 
When the howdahs with their coverings were overthrown; 
When in the morning the women were carried pillion 
With faces unveilcdmd legs bare; 
On that day men ftcd to him for safety 
As a man at largc ftectlO Ihe lllllctuary. 
He who came to Arbad'. cooking-pot praised it 
And those who had much meat were not reproached. 
If a woman were his guest 
She had gifts and . shareofthe l>ett meat; 
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Hive yOll evcrheard of two brothen who endured forever 
Save the two SOIlI ofShamim?' 
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Or the two stars of the polar region and the Great Bear 
Everlasting, their destfUction unthinbble.' 

Labid also said: 

Announce to the noble the death of noble Arhad, 
Announce the death of the chief, the kind-hearted, 
Gh'ingaway his wealth that he might gain praise, 
Camels like wild untamed cows, 
Abundant in virtues if they were reckoned, 
Who filled the platter again and again. 
Whene\'er a poor man came he ate at will 
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You have left us no paltry inheritance, 
And wealth newly acquired and sons, 
Youlhs like hawks, young men, and beardless boys 

You will ncver eJ(haust the good deeds of Arbad, so wccp for him 
cominually. 

Say, He was the protecting warrior when armour was donned 
He kept wrong-doers from us when we mel insolent enemies. 
The Lord of creation took him away since He saw there WlI!! no long 

stay on earth. 
He died painlessly without hurt and he is sorely mi !lSed. 

Labld also said 
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tter opponem whose way seemed harmful reminds me of 

lfthey were fair, then he was nobly fair: if they were unfair so was he. 
He guided the pcople carefully when Iheir guide went astray in the 

desert (88S). 

I went walking after (the death of) Salmi!. b. M�lik 
And Abu Qars and 'Urwa like a camel whose hump is CUI off.' 
Whcn it sees the shadow of a ravcn itshOOll it away 
Anxious for the rest of its spine and sine\\l1 (886). 

TilE COMING OF I?IMAM B. THA'LABA AS A DEPUTY 

The Il. Sa'd b. Ilakr sent one of their men tailed Oimi!.m b. Tha'laba 10 the 
apostle. l\luhammad b. al-Walid b. Nuwayfi' from Kura)'b cliem of 

' In 8roc"\mann·. edn""'l*m (niii) k"1' �rxo. The ... , inChtlidl,p. '7. ioin 
b<tt�r ... q""""". • By iu .tan'lngo", ..... in ,htirhuDllu. 
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'Abdullah b. 'Abhls from Ibn 'Abbb told me: When the B. Sa'd sent 
I;>imJm to the apostle he came and made hil camel kn«1 at the door of the 
mosque, hobbled it, andwem into the m05que where the apostle was litting 
wilh his companions. Now I;>imim was a thickset hairy man with two fore
locks. He came forward until he stood over the apostle and aaid, 'Which of 
you is the son of 'Abdu'J-l\1u!talib I' The apostle said that he was. 'Arc you 
Muhammad ?' he asked. When he aaid that he was he aaid, '0 sonof' Abdu'J_ 
MUllalib, 1 am going to ask you a hard question, 150 don't take it amiss.' The 
apostle told him to ask what he liked and he would not take it amiss and he 
said, '1 adjure you by God your God and the God of thosc before you and 
the God of those who will come after you, has God sent you to us as an 
apostle?' 'Yes, by God He has,' he replied. He then adjured him to answer 
the questions. 'Has He ordered you toorderul to serve Him alone and not 
to associate anything with Him and to discard those rival deities which our 9�4 
fat hen used to wonhip along with Him; and to pray these five praytn; 
then the ordinances of Islam one by one, alms, fasting, pil grimage, and all 
the lawl of Islam l' At theendhesaid: ' l tettifythat there ilino God but 
Allah and I testify thatMuhammad ilithe apostle ofGod, and I will carry 
out thesc ordinances, and I will 3\'oid what you have forbidden me to do ; 
I will neither add to, nor diminish from them.' Then he wem back to his 
camel. The apottle said, 'If thit man with the two forelocks is sincere he 
willgoto Paradisc.' 

The man went to his camel, freed it from iu hobble, and went off to his 
people, and when they gathered to him the fint thing he said was, 'How 
evil arc al-Llit and al-'Uzza!" 'Heavens above, Oimlm,' they aald, 'beware 
oflcproey and elephantiasis and madnessl' Hesaid: 'Woc to you, they an 
neither hun nor hcal. God has sent an apostle and sent down to him a 
book, lO sedt deli"erancc thereby from your present ltate; as for me, I 
bear witness that there is no God but the one God who is without associate, 
and that Muhammad is Hill slave and apostle. I have brought you what 
He has commanded you to do and what He has ordered you not to do.' 
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never heard ofa representative of a tribe finer than Oimlim b. Tha'i aba. 

T H E  COMING OF AL-JAROD IN TilE OEPUTATION FROM 
'ABDU 'L-QAYS 

Al-Jlirud b. 'Amr b. l:Ianash, brother of 'Abdu'I-Qays, came to the apostle 
(88,1· 

One of whom I h"'e no suspicion told me from aI-Hasan that when he 9�' 
came to the apostle he spoke to him, and the apostle cxplained Islam to him 
and invited him to enter it with kindly word •. He replied: 'Muhammad, 
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l owe a debt. If I leave my religion for yours will you guarantee my 
debt?' The apoatle aaid, 'Ycs, I guarantee that what God has guided you 
to is bctterthan that', 110 he and his comjnnions accepted Islam. Then he 
asked the apoatle for some mounts, but he told him that he had nOfle 
available. Al-J4rud poiflted out that there were some stray beasts lying 
between Medifla and his country and could he not ride away on them? 
Hereplied, 'No, beware of them, for that would lead to hell fire.' 

AJ.jJrud went off '0 hU own tribe, I good Muslim, firm in his religion 
untiIhU death, having lived to the time of the ApoaIISY. And when IIOme 
of his people who had become Muslims returned to their former religion 
with al-Gharur' b. al-Mundhir b. al-Nu'm4n b. al-Mundhir, al-J4n1d got 
up and spoke and confessed his faith and called Ihem to hlam. He pro
flounced the shaMda and declared that he would regard anyone who 
refused to do likewi.e as an infidcl (888). 

The apostle had sent al-'Ali' b. al-l;Ia(lrami to a1-Mundhir b. Siwi 
a1-'Abdi before the conquesl of Mecca, and he became a good Muslim. 
He died after the apostle but before the apoltlSy of the people ofal-Ba]:l
rayn. Ai-'AII' was with him as governor for the apostle O\'Cf al-B�rsyn. 

THE DEPUTATION FROM BANG IJANfFA WITH WHOM 

The deputation of B. l:IanIfa came to the apoatle bringing with them 
Musaylima b. l;Iablb al-Hana6, the arch liar (889). They lodged in the 
house ofd. a1-l;Iirith, a woman ofthe Anfir of B. al-Najjir. One of the 
scholan of Medina told me that B. l;lanifa brought him to the apoe.tle 

0+6 hiding him in garments. The apostle was litting among hi' companions 
having I palm_branch with some leavea on its upper end. When he came 
to the apostle as they were covering him with garments he .poke to him 
and asked him (for a gifl). The apostle answered: 'If you were to uk me 
for this palm branch (T. which I hotd) I would not give it to you.' 

A shaykh of B. l;Ianlfa from the people ofal-Yandma told me that the 
incident happened otherwise. He aUeged Ihat the dcpulation came to the 
apostle having left Musaylima behind with the cameb and the baggage. 
When they had accepted Islam they remembered where he Wat, and told 
the apostle that they had.left a companion oflheirs to guard theirttuff. 
The apostle ordered that he.hould be given the same as the reat, aaying, 
'His position i. no worae than youra,' i.e. in miflding the property of hi. 
companion •. That i. what the apostle meant. 

Then they left the apostle and brought him what he had given him 
When they reached al-YamJrna the enemy of God !lpostatized, gave 
himself out as a prophe:t, and playe:d the liar. Hesaid, 'I ama partner with 
him in the affair,' and then he said to the deputation who had been with 

��:;,�::� r;��.:;·= ;:�]i!1t��!:.a.a":! �i� the name or "The De«ivcr' 
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him, 'Did he not say 10 you when you mentioned me to him "His position 
is no worse than yours" ? What can that mean but that he knows that I am 
a partner with him in the affair?' Then he began to utter rhymes in ,aj' 
and speak in imitation of the style of the Quran: 'God has been gracious 
to the pregnant woman; He has brought forth from her a living being that 
can move; from her very midst.' He permitted them to drink wine and 
fornicate, and let them dispense with prayer, yet he was acknowledging ��:��:

t
�

h
: i:::,h:

�
�nd l:Ianifa agreed with him on that. But God 

ZAYDU' L-KHAYL COMES WITH THE DEPUTATION FROM 

TAYYI' 

The deputation of Tayyi' containing Zaydu'l-Khayl who was their chief 
came to the apoetle, and after some conve!1lation he expJained Islam to 
them and they became good Muslirra. A man of Tayyi' whom I have JlQ 
reason to suspeet told me that the apoetiesaid, 'No Arab has ever been 947 
spoken ofinthe highest termll bUI when I have met him I have found that 
he falls below what was said of him except Zaydu'l-Khayl, and he exceeds 
all that hasbeenaaid about him.' Thenthe apostie namedhimZaydu'l
Khayr and allotted to him Fayd and some lands with it and gave him a 
deed accordingly. 

As Zayd went back to his tribe the apostleaaid that he hoped he would 
escape the Medina fever. The apostle did not call it l:Iummil or Umm 
Maldam; my informant could not lay what. When he reached one 
of the watering-placcs of Najd called Farda the fevecovercame him and 
he died. When he felt his end coming he said: 

Au my people to travel eastwards tomorrow 

�e
o:;:;� �w��� !�c::� �o��

a
V:�it

N��d? 

If not worn out by the journey at le3llt tired. 
When he\\'a$ dead his wife got the dceds which the apostle had given 

him and burnt them in the fire. 

'ADIY B. I;IATIM 

I have been told that 'Adiy b. l:Iltim used to say, 'No Arab disliked the 
apostle when he first heard of him more than I. Now I was a chief of 
noblebirth, a Christian, and I used to travel aoout among my pcopie to 
collcct a quarter of their atock. I was my own master in religious mattcrs 
and was a king among my pcopleand treated as such. When I heard of the 
apOstle I disliked him and said to an Arab servant of mine who wu looking 
after my camels, "Prepare some of my well-trained, well-fed camels, and 
keep them near me, and when you hear of Muhammad's army coming 
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' R4/tii" i. defined ••• nu.nmidway betwttn . Ch'i"i.n .nd . $ibi· which l." ... . ,w. 

h.�e Ken, "",.n. ' m.n who .han� hi. u�gion, Thu. 'Adiy would _m 'O be. like 00 
monyof.h<A ... bo.' .hi.rime • • con....,nbu.no1.p ... cti>ing Chri.'i.n in .h"fulilen .. , 

' Thewonisimplyth. Ka'b. at!\locaond thenu'pantl ... phmak .. ,hi.c.nain, A. 
.h.conn .... tion i ... idto h.v ••• unplacein !\l.dina 'ho .u'h.n.icity ofth • •  rodirioni. 
lUOp<ct. unl.,." MaM m .. n. no mo ... . han 'yon' 

' In l!.lu'ld •• rri.ory 



6iO TII� L11� of Muhammad 

Now for and now against a man. 
While we are happy and rejoice in it, 
Though we have enjoyed its favour for years, 
Suddenly fate'l wheel is tumed 
And you find those who were envied ground to pieces. 
Th06ewhom men envy for fate's favours 
WiII find time's changes deceitful. 
If kings were immortal we should be 10; 
And if the noble persisted 10 should we; 
But the chiefl of my people are lWept away 
Like the gtnerations before them (89:). 

sai
:hen Farwa letouttogoto the apostle, leaving thekings ofKinda, he 

When I aaw the kings of Kinda had failed togo right, 
Like a man whoee leg ainew leta him down, 
I brought up my camel to go to Muhammad 
Hoping for its welfare and good ground (893). 

Whenhe reached the aposde he asked him, IO I have been told, 'Are 
you upset at what befell your people on the day of al-R3dm /' He 
answered that such a tribal defeat as that would distresa any man, and the 
apostle said that if that were so Islam could bring them only good. The 
prophet appointed him governor over Muri.d and Zubayd and Madhl)ij 
and sent with him Khllid b. Sa'id b. a/·'At in cltarge of the poor tax; 
he remained with him in his land until the death of the apostle. 

THE COMING OF MA'DIKARIB FROM THE BANO ZUBAYD 

'Arnr b. Ma'dlkarib came to the apostle with some men of B. Zubayd and 
accepted Islam. He had said to Oays h. MabhUl:t al-Muri.di when neW!! 
of the apostle relched them, 'You are the chief of your tribe, Oays. We 
have heard that a man ofOuraysh ca1led Muhammad has appeared in the 
Hiju claiming to be a prophet, so come with us 10 that we may find out the 
facti. Ifheisl pmphet nhe aays, itwillbe apparentto youandwhenwe 
meet him we will follow him. If he is nOI a prophet we shill know.' But 
Oays refused and declared his advice to be folly. Thereupon 'Arnr rode 

9sa off to the apostle and accepted lslam. When Qays heard ofthil he was 
enragtd and threatened 'Amr, saying that he had goneaglinat him and 
rejected his advice. 'Amrsaid concerning that: 

1 9ave youan order onthedayof Ohli. !?an'5.', 
An order that w .. plainly right. 
I ordered you to fear God and 10 practise goodnesa. 
You went off after pleasure like a young ass 
Wh06ehut beguiled. him. 
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He wished to meet me Oil a horse on which I SlIt as a lion 
Wearing a loose coat of mail glittering like a pool 
On hard ground which makes the water clear. 
Mail that turns back the Jances with bent points 
With broken shafts flying apart. 
Had you met me you would have met a lion with flowing mane. 
You would meet a ravening beast 
With mighty paws and lofty shoulders 
Matching his adversary whom he overthrows if he makes for him: 
Seizes him, picks him up, throws him down and kills him; 
Dashes out his brains and shattera him; 
Teara him in pieces and devours him, 
Admitting none a share ill the prey his teeth and claws hold fast (894), 

'Amr stayed with his people the B. Zubayd while Farwa b. Musayk 
was over them. When the apostle died 'Amr revolted, and said: 

We have found Farwa's rule the worst ofrule$, 
Anass sniffillg at a female ass. 
If you were to look at AbU 'Umayr 
You would think he was a caul with ils filthy discharge (895). 

AL·ASH'ATH B. QAYS COMES WITH THE DEPUTATION 

Al-Ash'ath b. Qays came to the apostle with the deputation of Kinda. 
Al-Zuhri told me that he came with eighty riders from Kinda and they 
wellt in to the apostle in the mosque. They had combed their locks and 
blackened their eyeswithkofrl,and they wore stripedrobes borderedwith 
silk. The apostle asked them if they ,had accepted Islam and when they 
said that they bad he asked why this silk was round their necks. So they 
lore it off and Ihrew it away. 

Then al-Ash'ath said, 'We are the sons of the eater of bitter herbs and 
so are you: The apostle smiled and said that to al-'Abbils b. 'Abdu'l. 
Munalib and Rabi'a b. al-l:Ilrith that ancestry was attributed. Thesetwo 
men were merchants and when they weill about among the Arabs and were 
asked who they were they would say that they were sons of the ealer of 
bitter herbs, taking pride in that because Kinda were kings. Then he 
said to them, 'Nay, we are the sons ofal-Na<;lr b. Kinlna: we do not follow 
OUf mother's line and disown our father." Al-Ash'ath said 'Have you 
finished (To Do you know), 0 men of Kinda? By God if I hear a man 
saying that (T. after today) I will give him eighty strokes' (896). 

A�b'!:
h.ii throwo �ht on Rob«uofl Smith'. thoory of 0 primitive motriorchy in ;.hci.nt 
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TilE COMING OF $URAD B. 'ABDULLAH AL-AZDI 

THE DEPUTATION OF THE KINGS OF ij:IMYAR 

On his return from TabUk a messenger brought a letter from the kings 
ofl:Iimyarwiththtir acceptanceof lslam: al-l:Ilirith b. 'Abdu Kulal, and 

' The okl word /tima, m .. ninll • ...,red ..... , hu lo  •• iuforrth ... 
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Nu'aym b. 'Abdu KuUJ, and al_Nu'min prince of Dhu Ru'ayn and 
Ma'ifir and Hamdan. Zur'a Dhu Yuan sent j\Hlik b. Murr.!. al-Rahiwt 
with their submission to Islam and abandonment of polytheism and ia 
adherena. Then the apostle wrote to them: 'In the name of God the 
ComplMionate, the l\1erdful, from Muhammad the apostle of G�, the 956 
prophet, to al-I:flirith b. 'Abdu Kullil and to Nu'aym b. 'Abdu Kulil' and 
to al-Nu'min prince of Dhil Ru'ayn and Ma'lfir and Hamdan. I praise 
God the only God unto rou. Your messenger reached me on my 
retum from the land of the Byzantines and he met us in Medina and con
\'eyed your message and your news and informed us of your Islam and of 
your killing the polytheisa. God has guided you with His guidance. 
If you do well and obey God and His apostle and perfonn pr.!.yer, and pay 
alms, and God's fifth of booty and the apostle'l Ihare and !lClected part; 
and the poor tax which is incumbent on believel1l from land, namely a 
tithe of that watered by fountains and r.!.in; of that watered by the buc ket 
a twentieth; for every forty camels a mi1ch camel; for"e\'ery thirty camels 
a young male camel; for every five camels a sheep; for e\'ery ten camels Iwo 
Iheep ; for everyfortycowl onecow; for everythinycows a bullcaif ora 
cow calf; for every fony sheep at  pasture one sheep. This is whnCod has 
laid upon the believel1l. Anyone who does more it i, to his merit. He who 
fulfils this and beal1lwitncss to his Islam and helps the believel1l against 
the polytheists heisa believer with a believer'l rights and obligations and 
he has the guarantee of God and His apostle. lf a Jewor a Christian 
becomes a Muslim he is a believer with his rights and obligations. He who 
hold, fasttohis religion, Jew or Christian, is not to be tumed IT. seduced) 
from il. He must pay the poll tax-for e\'ery adult, male or female, free 
orslave,one full dinar ca[culated onthe valuation ofMa'lifir (T or its 
value) or its equivalent in c1olhes. He who pa)'s that to Goo's apostle has 
the guarantee of God and His apostle, and he who withholds it is the enemy 
of Goo and His apostle 

'The apostle of Goo, Muhammad the prophet, has sent to Zur'a Dhil 
Yazan: When my messenger r.'1u'i1dh b. Jabal, and 'Abdullah b. Zayd, 
and lI,Ulik b. 'Ubilda, and 'Uqba b. Nimr, and lI,Ulik b. l\lutTl and their 
companions come to you I commend them to your good offices. Collect the 9$1 
alms and Ihe poll tax from rour provinces and hand them over 10 my 

:::;:r,e�u��:�:�d:�:�:�3�h:���:�:l
is

a�: ��i�u�o���t:r;n�n:: 
he is HiS!lCrvant and apostie, 

'M3lik b. Murra al-Rah3wi has told me thai you were the first of 
I:fimyarto accept Islam and ha\'e killed the polytheists, and I congrntulate 
you and order you to treat I;limyarwell and not to be fa1se and treacherous , 
for Ihe apostle of God is the friend both of your poor and your rich. The 

I Bal" , addl 'and '0 Shart,o b,'Abdu KuW' and onlitl all wonlur,u' Hamdin' .. far .. 
·poIYlh�i.tI· 

· i,�, 'he l"'n he ch� ... hil b<for. ,he p",�ny il diYidcd 
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THE APOSTLE'S INSTRUCTIONS TO M U' ADH WilEN H E  

S E N T  H I M  TO T H E  Y A M A N  

F A R W A  B. 'AMR AL·jUDHAMI B E C O M E S  A MUSLIM 

' A  diffic"lt e�pre .. ion, Perhlp. 'they Ire people "fimportanoe', or OWn 'they will b. 
watched',i.e. to..,e how 'h<y f."" 

, S"hlylioffo",noc<>mrnent 
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i
�tincs determined to crucify him by a pool in Palestine 

Al-Zuhri alleged that when they brought him to crucify him he said 

Tell the chiefs of the Muslims that I 
Surrender to my Lord my body and myboncs. 

Then they beheaded him and hung him up by that water. I\Iay God have 
mercy on himl 

THI! BANO ' L-I;IARITH ACCEPT ISU.l\I 
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And if they diu not lurrender I was 10 fight them. 1 duly came to them and 
invited them 10 Islam three da)'5 as the aposlle ordercd me, and I sent 
riders among them with your message. They have surrendered and have 
not fought and I am staying among them instructing them in the apostle' • 
positive and negative commands and teaching them the institutions of 
Jslam and the prophe:'s.l1l11na until the apostle writes to me. Peaceupon 
you&c. 

The apostle wrote to him with the �me preamble as before, aaying: 
'I have received your letter which camewilh your ffi($S(nger tclling me 
that the B. al-I:Urith lurrendered before you fought them and responded 
to your invitation to Islam and pronounced thc slralrlida, and that God had 
guided them with His guidance. So promise them good and warn them 

¢o and come. And let their deputation come with you. Peace upon you &c. 
So Khiilid came to the apostle with the deputation of B. aI·l;Ilrith, 

among whom were Qaya b. al-Huf3yn Dhu'I-GhuMa, and Yazld h. 
'Abdu'I-Madiin, and YazTd h. al.Mui:laijal, and 'AbduUah b. Qurld 11-
Ziy:1c1i, and Shadd:1d b. 'Abdullah aI-Qanlnl, and 'Amr b. 'Abdullah 
al-J;lib:1bi. 

When they came to the apostle he askcd who these people who loolted 
like Indians were, and Will told that they wcre the B. al-l;Iarith b. Ka 'b. 
When they came to the apostle they uid, 'We testify that you are the 
apostle of God and that there is no God but Allah.' But he said, 'And I 
lestify that there is no God but Allah and that I am the apostle of Allah." 
Then he said, 'You are the people who when they were driven away 
pushed forward,' and they remained lilent. and none of them answered 
him. He repeated the words three times without getting an answer, and 
the founh time: YazTd b. Abdu'I-Madln said, 'Yes, we are,' and uid it 
fou. times. The apostle aaid, 'IfKh:1lid had not wriuen to me that you 
had accepted Islam and had not fought I would throw your heads beneath 
your feet.' YaziJ answered, 'We do not puise you and we do not praise 
Kh:1lid.' 'Then whom do you praise /' he asked. He said: 'We praise 
God who guided u. by you.' 'You are right,' he said, and asked them how 
they used to conquer those they fought in the p,agan period. They uid 
that they never conquered anyone. 'Nay, but you did conquer those who 
fought you,'he aaid. Theyreplied, 'Weusedto conquer those we fought 
because we were united and had no dissentients, and never began an :j��:ii�i�

a
��

.
said, 'You are right,' and he appointed Qaya b. al.Hu�ayn 

The deputation returned to their people towards the end of Shaw will 
or at the beginning of DhO·I-Qa'da. and lOme four months after their 
return the apostle died. 

I}6I Now the apostle had sent to them after their deputation had returned 
• Amr b. l;Iazm to inlmet them in religion and to teach them the slInna 
and the institutiona of hi am and to colleet their alms; and hewrotc him a 

, They had placed man before Cod 
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of his own accord and obeys the religion of Islam is a believer with the 
&arne rights and the same obliptioru. If one of them hold. fast to his 
religion he is not to be tumed (T. seduced) from it. Every adult, male or 
female, bond or frec, mUlt pay a goldeD dinar or ilS equivalent in clothes. 
He who performt this has the guarantee of God and His apostle; he who 
withholdl it is the enerny of God and His apostle and aU believen. 

THE COMING OF RIFA'" B. ZAYD "L�lUDHAMr 

Rifra b. Z2yd II�JudMml of the clan of al-J)ubayb came to the apostle 
during the armistice of al-l:Iudaybiya before Khaybar. He gan the apostle 
a slave and he became a good Muslim. The apostle pvc him a letter to 
his people in which he wrote:' 

To Rifl'ab. Zaydwhom I have aent to his people and those who hne 
joined them to invite them to God and His apostle. Whosoever comes 
fotwllrd is of the party of God and His apostle, and whosoever turns back 

961 hastwo monthl' grace. 
When Rifi'a cameto his people they responded and accepted hlam; 

then they went toal-l:Iami.,the l:larraof al-Rajhl.', and stopped there(!9 7). 

TilE LIARS MUSAYLIMA AL-ijANAFl AND AL ...... SWAD 

AL-'ANSI 

Now the two arch-lian Muaaylima b. I;Iablb and al-Aswad b. Ka'b al-'AnsI 
had spoken during the apostle's lifetime, the fir81 in al-Yamlma among the 
B. l:Ianlfa, and the second in San'J.'. Yadd b. 'AbduUah b. Ousayt told 
me from 'Att' b. Yadr, or his brother Sulaymln, from Abu Sa'id ill
Khudrt, saying: 'I heard the apostle ashe was addressing the people from 
his pUlpit say "I saw the night of af-qad, and then I was made to 
forget it; and I uw on my arms two bracelets of gold which I disliked 
10 I blew on them and they Aew away. I interpreted it to mean these 
two Han, the man ofal-Yamima and the man ofal-Yaman.'" 

One whom J do not' .uspect on the authority of Abu Hurayn said: 
'1 heard the apostle say: The hour will not come until thirty antichrists 
come forth, each of them claiming to be a prophet.' 

TilE SEND INC OUT OF COLLECTORS OF THE POOR-TAX 

The apostle sent OUI his officials and representatives to every district 
subject to Islll.m to collect the poor-tax. He sent al-Muhljir b. AbU 
Umayya b. al-l\1ughira to $an'l', and al-'Ansl came out ag.irut him while
he was there. Ziy�d b. Labid, brother ofB. Bayll;la al-�rf, hesentto 
I:lal;lramaut. 'Adiy b. I:Ulim he sent to Tayyi' and B. A.lad; Mllik b. 
Nuwayra(89l1), to B.l;lanJala. The poor-tax ofB. Sa'd he divided betWCi:I\ 

' I ""yc oonined lhe iam>d�f'>n"ulo. 
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twO men: Zibriqln b. Badr and Qa� b. 'Atim each to be in charge of I 
tection; al-'Ali' b. a1-1:IaQraml to al-Bal)rayn, and 'Ali b. Abu Tllib to 
the people of Najrm, to collect the poor-tax Ind to superintend the 
oollection of the poll-tax. 

MUllylima had written to the apostle: 'From Muuylima the apostle of 
God to h'luhammad the apostle of God. Peace upon you. I ha\'e been 
made pannerwith you in luthority. To us belongs half the land and to 

��s�!:t:�alf, but Oura)'sh Ire a hostile people.' Two messengers brought 

A shaykh of Ashja' told me on the authority of Salama b. Nu'aym b. 
Mu'ud al-Ashja'i from his father Nu'aym: I heard the apostle uying to 
them when he read his letter 'What do you lIy.bout it/' They lIid thlt 
they uid the same as Muuyliml. He replied, 'By God, were it not thlt 
heraldl are not to be killed I would behead thcpairofyoul'Then he wrote 
to Muuylim.: 'From Muhammad the apostle of God to Muuylima the 
lilT. Peace be upon him who follows the guidance.' The eanh is God' •. 
He leta whom He will of Hi. creatura inherit it and the result is to the 
pious.'J This was at the end oftheYe1lf 10. 

THE FAREWELL PILGRIMAGE 

In the beginning of Dhu'I-Qa'da the apostlc prepared to make the pil
grimage and ordered the men to get ready. 

'Abdu'I-Ra\:lm�n b. al-Qhim from his flther al-Qhim b. Muhammld 
from 'A'isha the prophct'. wifc told me that the .postle went on pil
grimlgeon the:zsth Dhli'I-Qa'da (B99). 

Ncither he nor the men spoke of lnything but the pilgrimage, until ' 
when he was in Sarif and had brought thc victims with him as also some 
dignitaria had done, he ordered the people to removc their pilgrim gar-
menta except those who brought victims. That day my menses were upon 
me and he came in to me as I was weeping and asked me what ailed me, 
guessing correclly what was the mattcr. I told him hc was right and said I 
wished to God that I had not come out with him on the journey this ycar. 
He .aid (T. Don't do that) 'Don't.ay that, for you can do all that the 
pilgrims do except goroundthe tcmple.' The apostle entered Mecca and 
everyone who had noaacrificial \'ictim, and his wivQ, took off the pilgrim 
gannent. When the day of ... crifice came I was aent a lot of becf and it 
was put in myhousc. When I asked what it was theY llid thai the apostle 
hld sacrificcdcovill onbehalfnfhiswin:s. When the night that the pebbles 
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were thrown dlily came the apostle stnt me along with my brother :���'!;::��c�n� ��d 
Zo

nn the 'umTa from al-Tan'lm in place 

Nlifi',clientof'Abdlillah b. 'Umar from 'Abdlillah,froml;laf,ad. 'Umar, 
said that when the apostle ordered hia wivea to remove the pilgrim gar
menta they uked him what prevented him from doing the same and he 
uid : ' I havescnt onmy victims andhave matted' my hair, hllt l ahallnot 
be frccof the i�rli"' "ntil I llallghter my victims.' 

967 'Abdlillah b. Abo Najll;!. told me that the apostle had stnt 'Ali to Najrin 
and met him in Mecca when he was ,till in a Itale of i�Tfim. He went in to 
Flifima the apostle'. dallghter and found her drcsscd in her ordinary 
clothes. When he asked why, she told him that the aposlle had ordered 
hiswivcs ao to do. Then he went to the apoatle and reported the rcsult of 
hia journey and he told him to go and circumambulate the temple and 
Temove the pilgrim garb as the othera had done. He said that he wanted 
to slaughter a victim as the apostle did. The apostle again told him to 
remove the pil grim garb. He replied: 'I said when I put on the pilgrim 
garh, "O God, I will invoke thy name over a victim as yOl1r prophet and 
YOllr slave and YOUT apostle Muhammad dOCl. '" When he asked him if he 
had a victim he said that he had not, and the apost!e gave him a aharc 
in hia, so he retained the pilgrim garb with the apostle until both of them 

:�a�;:'Ptl�:� :h�
ilgrimage and the apostle slaughtered the victim on 

YaI;!.yli b. 'Abdullah h. 'Abdu'I-RaI;!.mlin b. Abu 'Amra from Yuld b. 
Tall;!.a h. Yazid h. Ruklina told me that when 'AU came from the Yaman to 
meet,the apostle in Mecca he hurried to him and left in charge of his anny 
one of his companionawho went and co\'ered every man in the forccwith 

��t
t�: ::�h�� �:�o��� ::� �:�d 

t�e 
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what on earth had happened the man said that he had dressed the men so 
that they might appear seemly when they mingled with the people. He 
told him to take off the clothes bcfore they came to the :lpostle and they 

�:<!n':ir���et:�
m back among the spoil. The anny showed resentment 

'Abdullah b. 'Abdu'I-Ral;!.mJin h. lVI,'mar b. ijazm from Sulaymlin b. 
Muhammad b. Ka'b h. 'Ujra from his aunt Zaynab d. Ka'b who was 

968 married to Abo Sa'id al-Khudri, on the authority of the latter told me that 
when the men complained of 'Ali the apostle arose to addrCSII them and he 
heard him say: '00 not blame 'Ali, for he is too scrupulous in the things 
of God, or in the way of God, to bc blamed.' 

Then the 'postle continued hia pilgrimage and showed the men the 
rites and taught them the customs of their �ajj.� He made a speech in 

' WAoJh< i.ttplained ... the NiMy<o of lbnu·I.Alblr ... ..,l1 oIJWil wtie pu'on the 
blirtoprev<:nti. becominldiohevelled ondlowy. 

· Cf. MW b. ·Uqbo, No . •  ,. 
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be
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�:)hat the men said '0 God, yes,' and the apostle said '0 God, 

yattyil b. 'Abbid b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father told me that 
the man who used to act as crier for the apolltle when he wu on 'Arab. 
was Rabi'a b. Umayya b. Khalaf. The apostle said to him, 'Say: 0 1Il£1l, 
the apostle of God says, Do you �now what month this is /' and they 
would say the holy month. Then he said, 'Say to them: God has hallowed 
your blood and your property until you meet your Lord like thesanctily 
of thil month. Do you mow what country this is?' And they said 'The 
holy land' and hesaid thesame as before. Do you know what day this isl 

970 an� they said thedayoflhe gre1t �ajj, and he Baid the same again. 
Layth b. Abu Sulaym from Shahr b. ijaushab al-Ash'ari from 'Amr 

b. Kh!irija told me: 'Attilb b. Usayd atnt me to the apostle on a mailer 
while the apostle was standing on 'Arafa. I came to him and Btood beneath 
his camel and its f�m was falling on my head. I heard him say: 'God 
has asaigned to everyone his due. Testamentary bequests to an heir are 
not lawful. The child belongs to the bed and the adulterer must be 
stoned. He who claims as father him who is not his father, or a client a 
master who is not his master, on him rests the curse of God, Ihe angels, 
and men e\·erywhere. God will not receive from him compensatory atone
ment, however great.' 

'Abdullah b. Abu NajlJ.t told me that when the apostle stood on 'Arafa 
he said, 'This Itation goes with the mountain that il above it and all 
'Arafa is a station.' When he Btood on QuzaJ.t on the morning of al
Muzdalifa he said, 'This is the station and all al-Muzdalifa is a station.' 
Then when he had slaughtered in the slaughtering place in Min:l he said, 
'This is the slaughtering place and all Mini is a slaughtering place.' The 
aposde completed the �Qjj and showed men the rites, and taught them 
what God had prescribed as to their �Qjj, the lIalion, the throwing of 
stones, the circumambulation of the temple, and what He had permitted 
and forbidden. It wu the pilgrimage of completion and the pilgrimage 
of farewell because the apostle did not goon pilgrimage after that. 

TilE SENDING Of USAMA B. ZAYD TO PALESTINE 

Then the apostle returned and stopped in Medina for the rest of Dhu'l
ijijja, MuJ.tarram, and $afar. He ordered the people to make an expedition 
to Syria and put over them Udma b. Zayd b. l:I:l.ritha, his freed sla\"e. 
He ordered him to Iud his cavalry into the territory of the llalq;l" and 
al-D�rUm in the land of Palestine. The men got ready and all the fint 
emigrants went with Ulilma (900). 

T.ls60 (T- Alto I.I. acrording to what I. l:Iamid alleged and told us sayillg 
that Salama had it from him, he said: The apostle had �nt out some of 
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hilcompanio�in different directions to thekings ofthe Arabs andthe 
non-Arabs inviting them to Islam in the period between aI-1:Iudaybiya 
and hi. death.) 

Yazid h. AbU l:Iablb al-Mi,rI told me that he found a document in 97l 
which wat a memorandum (T. the names) of those the apostle sent to the 
countries and kings of the Arabs and non-Arabs and what he said to his 
companiolU when he sent them. I sent it to Muhammad h. Shihlb 
al.ZuhrT{T. with a trusty countryman of his) and he recognized it. It 
contained the statement that the apostle went out to his oompanionsand 
uid: 'Cod hat sent me at  a mercy to all men, 10 take a message from me, 
God have mercy on you. Do not hang back from me' as the diaciples 
hung back from Jesus IOn of Mary: They asked how they had hung back 
and hesaid,'He called them to a task similar to that 10 which I have called 
you. Those who had to go a short joumey were pleated and acccpted; 
those who had a longjoumey before them were displeated and refuse<i to 
go, and Jesus complained of them to God. (T. From that very night) 
every one of them Wat able to speak the language of the people to whom he 
was sent.' (T. Jesus said 'This is a thing which God has determined that 
you Ihould do, so go.') 

Those whom Jesus Ion of Mary sent, both disciples and those who 
came after them, in the land were: Peter the disciple and Paul with him, 
(Paul belonged to the followers and was not a disciple) to Rome; Andrew 
and Matthew to the land of the canniba\J; Thomas to the land of Babel 
which is in theJand of the east; Philip to Canhagc which is Africa; John 
to Ephesus the city of the young men of the cave; James to Jeruulem which 
is Adia Ihe city of the unctuary; Bartholomew to Arabia which is the 
land of the 1:Iijliz; Simon 10lhe land of the Berbers;}udah who was not 
one oflhe disciples was put in the place ofJudat.� 

(T- Then the apostle divided his companions and sent Salit b. 'Amr b. T. 1560 

'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Wudd, brother of B. '}.mir b. Lu'ayy, to Haudha 
b. 'Ali ruler of al.Yamlma; aI-'Alli' b. al-I:Ia�ramI 10 al-Mundhir b, 
Slwl, brother of B. 'Abdu'l-Qays, ruler of al-Bal;lrayn; 'Amr h. al-'� to 

J.yfar b. Julandli and 'AbbJd his brother the Asdl.s, rulers of 'Umln; 
1:I1Iib b. Abu Balta'a to the Muqauqis ruler of Alexandria. He handed 
over to him the apostle',letterand the Muqluqis gave lo the apostie 
four s1a\'e girls, one of whom was Mary mother of Ibrthlm the apostle's 
son i Dil;lya b, KhalUa al-Kalbi al-KhazrajI he aenl 10 Caesar, who was 
Heradiu. king of Rome. When he came 10 him with the apostle's letter 
he looked at it and Ihen put il between his Ihighsand his ribs.)J 

(T. Ibn Shihlb al·Zuhrt from 'Ubaydullah b. 'Abdullah b. 'Utba b. T· 's6. 

' Or;pe.hapo,·diff •• ;n ,..,...raporuoelO"",', 
I TM (orms of ,he ... mn .ho .... thaI tho ..... K<I .... G_ •. It probobly.,.me 10 1.1. 

'hroulj'hS"';oc. :�;EI���o�'t.��, :'::�':����b��!"t;;'P!:'·;�:��.�'iO:I�:�.'��.�'i�� 
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Mas'iid from 'Abdullah b. 'Abb1s from Abii Sufylln b. l;Iarb told me, 
saying, 'We were a merchant people and the war between us and the 
apostle had shut us in until our goods were stale. When there was an 
armistice between us we felt aure thatwe ahould be safe. So I went out 
with a number of Qura�h merchants 10 Syria making for Gaza. We got 
there when Heraclius had conquered the Persians who were in his territory 
and driven them Out and recaplured from them his great crou which thcy 
had plundered. When he had thus got the bener of them and heard that 
his cross had been recovered he came out from I:iims, which was his 
headquarters, walking on foot in thanks to Cod for what He had restored to 
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finished. praying there with hi. patricians and the Roman noblea he became 
sorrowful,tuming hiseyeato heaven; and his patricianssaid,"You have 
become very sorrowful this morning, 0 king." He said, "Yea, in a vision 
of the night I JaW the kingdom of a circumcised man victorious." They 
said that they did nOI know a peop]e who circumcised. themsclves except 
the Jews and they were under his so .... ereignry. They recommended him 
to scnd orders to e\'eryone of authority in hil dominions to behead every 
Jew and thul rid himsclfof his anxiety. And by God as they were trying 
to induce himtodo this,lo themessenger ofthe governorofBu�rilcame 
in leading a man while Ihe princes were exchanging ne"'"lI,and said,"This 
man, 0 king, is from the Arabs, people of sheep and camels. He speaks 
of something wonderful that has happened in his country, 10 ask him 
about it." Accordingly the king asked his interpreter to inquire what had 
happened and the man said, "A man appeared among us alleging that he 
was a prophet. Some followed and believed him; olhen! opposed him. 
Fights between them occurred in many places, and I left them thus." 
When he had givcn his news the k..ing told them to strip him; they did so, 
and 10 he was circumcised. Heracliu.s said, "This, by God, i. the vision 
I saWj not what you say. Gi .... e himhis clothes. Be off\\;thyou." Then 

T. 156) he summoned his chief of police and !Old him to tum Syria upside down 
until he brought him a man of the people of that man, meaning the pro· 
phet. We were in Gaza when the chief of police came down upon us 
asking if we were of the people of this man in the l;Iijliz; and leaming that 
we were he told u.s to come to the king, and when we came 10 him he asked 
if we were of !he dan of this man and which wu the nearest of kin to him. 
I said !hat I was, and by God I have never seen a man whom I consider 
more shrewd than that uncircumcised man, meaning Heraclius. He told 
me to approach and sat me in front of him with my companions behind me. 
Then he said, "I will interrogate him, and if he lies confute him." But, 
by God, if I were to lie they could not confute me. But I am a man of 
high birth too honourable !o lie and I knew that it was only too easy for 
them, if  I lied. to him, 10 remember it against me and 10 repeat it in my 

, T"� """'" .. u roco...,n.,I fn>rn.1>< Persians by lI.radi"" in A.D. h8 
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ribs. Then he wTote to a man in Rome' who used to read in Hebrew what 
T. 1566 :7 t:�ii�g
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replied that he is the prophet whom we expect: there is no doubt about it, 
10 follow him and believe in him. So Hcracliusordered the Roman generals 
to assemble in a room and commanded that the doonr should be fastened. 
Then he looked down on them from an upper chamber (for he was afraid 
of them) and said: '0 Romans, I have brought you together for a good 
purpose. This man has written me a letter summoning me to his religion. 
By God,heis trulytheprophetwhomwe cxpect andfindin ourbooks,so 
come and let us follow him and believe in him that it may be well with us in 
this world and the next.' ft40ne man they uttered cries of disgust and 
ran to the doors to get out, but found them bolted. He ordered thatlhey 
should be brought back to him, fearing for his life, and said: 'I spoket hese 
words that I might see the firmness of your religion in face of what has 
happened, and Iam delighted with what I have seen of your behaviour.' 
They fell down in obeisance and he ordered that the doono should be 
opcned and they went off. 

A traditionist aaid that Heraclius aaid to Di�ya b. Khalifa when he 
brought the apostle's letter: 'Alas, I know that your master is a prophet 
sent (by God) and that it il he whom we e)(pect and find in our book,but 
I go in fear of my life from the Romani; but for that I would follow him. 
Go to .oaghi!ir the bishop and tell him about your master, for he is 
greater among the Romans than I, and his word counts for more than 

T. 1567 mine. See what he &Irs to you.' So Di�ya went and told him about 
what he had brought from the apostle and of his invitation to Heradius. 
Oaghi!ir said: 'Your master is a prophet who has been scnt; we know 
him by his description, and we find him mentioned by name in our 
scriptures.' Then he went and discarded his black clothes and put on 
white garments and look his staff and went out to the Romans who were in 
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Allah and that A1.tmad is his slave and apostle.' They leapt upon him 
with one accord and beat him until he wasdcad. When Dil;tya returned to 
Heradius and told him the news he said; 'I told you that we feared death 
��:���'!:. ���ghllir was greater among them and his word counted 

From Khllid b. Yaslr from one of the fint people of Syria; When 
Heradius wanted to go from Syria to Constantinople when he heard 
about the apostle he gathered the RomanB logether and said; 'I am layin g 
before you some matteno which I want to carry oul. You know that this 
man is a prophet who has been sent; we find him in our book; we know 
him by his dcscription, so come and let us fo][ow him that it may be well 
with us in this world and the next.' They said, 'Are we to be under the 

'Lt.Con ... rninople. 

J 
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handll of the Arabs when we are a people with a greater kingdom, a larger 
population, and a finer country!' He said, 'Come and I will pay him the 
poU-tax every year and avert his onslaught and get rest from war by the 
money I pay him: They replied, 'Are we to pay the low and insignificant T. 1568 
Arabs a tax when we are more numerous, with greater sovereignty and a 
stronger country? By God, we will never do it: He said, 'Then come and 
let me make peace with him on condition that I give him the land of 

Syria while he leaves me the land of Sha'm: Syria with them meant 
Palestine,Jordan, Damascus,l;Ii�,and what is below thePass of the 

land of Syria,' while what,was beyond the Pass meant Sha'm. They said, 
'Are we to give him the land of Syria, when you know that it is the nave! 
ofSha'ml By God,wewill never do it: At this refusal he said, 'Youwjll 
see that you will be conquered when you protect yoursclves against him 
in your province: Then he got on his mule and rode off until he looked 
down on the Pass facing Sha'm and said, 'Farewell for the last time, 0 
land of Syria: Then he rode off rapidly to Constantinople. 

The apostle sent Shuji' b. Wahb, brother of B. Asad b. Khuzayma, to 
al·Mundhir b. al-l;llrith b. AbU Shimr al.Ghassini, lord of Damascus. 

(T. via Salama: The apostle lICnt 'Amr b, Umayya al-I)amri to the T. 1569 
Negus about Ja'far b. Abu Tllib and his companions and sent a letter 
with him ... 'From Muhammad the apostle of God to the Negus al-�J:tam 
king of Abyssinia, Peace. I praise Allah unto you the King, the Holy, 
the Peace, the Faithful, the\Vatcher,' and I bear witness that Jesus son 
of Mary is the spirit of God and His word which He cast to Mary the 
Virgin,the good,thepure, so that she conceived Jesus. God created him 
from His spirit and His breathing as He created Adam by His hand and 
His breathing. I call you to God the Unique without partner and to 
Hill obedience, and to follow me and to believe in that which came to me, 
forlamthe apostle ofGod.lhave sent t o y o u m y nephewJa'fa r w i t h a  
number of Muslims, a n d  when they come t o  you entertain them without 
haughtiness, forI invite you and your arrnies to God. I have accomplished 
(my work) and my admonitions, so receive my advice. Peace upon all 
those that follow true guidance: 

The Negus replied: ... 'From the Negus al-Al!1:tam b. Abjar, Peace 
upon you, 0 prophet of Allah, and mercy and blessing from Allah beside 
Whom there is no God, who has guided me to hlam. I have received 
your letter in which you mention the matter of Jesus and by the Lord 
of heaven and earth he is not one scrap more than what you say. \Ve know 
that with which you were sent to us and we have entertained your nephew 
and his companions. I testify that you are God's apostle, true and con
firming (those before you). I have given my fealty to you and to your 
nephew and I have surrendered myself througb him to the Lord of the 

'Th_ .... "roci..,lyth�bound.ri .. ofSh .. minthcearly d.,..orlhe Anbconqy .. t. 
Yuidl&dded'h.j,,�dofQinniorin. The P ... (d<>r6) may mean that over Amanyo or lh. 
T.urus or the Cilician G..... • An atnctfftlmSilroS9.23 
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worlds. I have sent to you my son Arhl. I have control only over myself 
and if you wish me 10 come to you, 0 apostle of God, I will do 10. I bear 
witnessthatwhat youuy istroe'. 

I was told that the Negua sent his son with linyAbYNinians by boat, 
and when they were in the middle of theaea the boat foundered and Ihe y 
all perished.)' 

T. 157' (T· via Salama. From 'Abdullah b. AbU Bah from al-Zuhrl from Abu 
Salama from 'Abdu'l-Rai)mln b. 'Auf. 'Abdullah b.l;ludhlfa brought the 
apostle's letter to Ch08roes and when he had read it he tore it up. When 
the apostle heard thlll he had tom his letter up heu.id,'His kingdotn will 
be torn in pieces.') 

(T. viaYazidb.Abiil;labib. ThenChOlrotSwrotetoBildhiln,whowlS 
governor of the Yaman, 'Send two stout felloWi to this man in the Hiju 
and tell them to bring him to me.' So Bildhln lent his steward Blbawayh 

T.I573 who was a skilled scribe with a Penian called Kharkhasrah to carry a 
letter to the apostle ordering him to go with them to ChOlroc:a. He told 

Bilbawayh to go to this man's country and speak to him and theo come ffilck 
and report. When they got as far as al-Til'ifthey found lOme m e n o l  
Quraysh i n  (wadi) Nakhb and inquired about him. They told them that he 
was in Medina. They rejoiced at meeting these men, uying, 'This i. 
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The two men came 10 the apoatle and Blbawayh told him that Sh1hiln
ahilh king of kings ChOlroes had written to the govemor Bildhilnordering 
him to send men to bring him to him and that they had been aent to we 
him away. If he obeyed, Bldhiin would write to the king of kings on �ia 
behalf and keep him from him; but if he refused to come he knew what 
IOrt ofman he was: he would destroy his pcople and lay waste his country. 
They had come in to the apostle's preseocewith shaven bcards and Jong 
mousuches, 10 that he could not bcar to look at thcm. He advanced on 
them and said, 'Who ordered you to do this/' To which they rcplied. 
'Our Lord' meaning Ch06rocs. The apostle answered, 'But my Lord 
has ordered me to let my beard grow long and to cut my moustache.' 
Then he told them to come back in the morning. 

News came from heaven to the apostle to theeffcct that God had given 
Shirawayh power over his father Chosrotland he had killed him on II 

T.JS74 certain oight of a ccrtain mooth at a certain hour. Thercupon heaum
moned them and told them. They said: 'Do you know what you arc saying? 
We can take revenge on you. What is easier? Shall we write this as from 
you and tell the king ofitr' He said,'Yea, tell him that from me and teU 
him that my religion and my IOvercignty wil1 n:ach limits which the king-

'ltwillbeKalthol,ho""io_ i...sJ for thio!ndi!ioa. I.H." ... d .. I ... ilhili .. hio 
... mmarr to thio MICtion. I MftominedT.'S74.4-IS7S.Sbea"",;'iouninlelliaible. ;�F::t"'·lOtJ'fI""O<l1YQidb.AbQ�Whicbcvidend"nuI�wi.th 
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dom of Choeroea ne\'er attained. Say to him, "lf you'submit I will give 
you what you already hold and appoint you king over your people in the 
Yaman.'" Then he gave Kharkhasrah a girdle containing gold and silver 
which one of the kingll had given him. 

Tbey left him and came to BAdhin and reported. He exclaimed, 'Too 
it not tbe lpeech of a king. In my opinion he is a propbetas heuya. 
We will see what happens. If what he said i, true then he is a prophet who 
has bten.ent by God; if it is not, we muat consider the matterfurtber.' 
Hardly had he finished speaking when there came a lefter from Shlrawlyh 
lIying that he had killed Ch08roes becausc he had angered tbe Penial1l 
by killing thcir nobles and kceping them on the frontiertl. He multlCC 
that his men pledged their obcdience to the new king. He muat ICC the 
man about whom Chosroes had written, but not provoke him to war 
until further instructions came. 

When Bidhln reccivedtOO1etterhe aaid,'Withoutdoubtthisman is an 
�::::' and he became a Muslim u did the Penians with him in the T· 'S7S 

The men of l:Iimyar used to call Kharkhurah 'Dhu'I.Mi'jaza' because 
of the girdle which the aposde gave him, because 'girdle' in the l:Iimyari 
tongue il mi'jaza. To this day hill sol1lkeep Ihe nickname. BJbawayh 
aaid to Blidhlin, 'I never spoke to a man for whom I felt more respectful 
awe.' BMMn inquired, 'Did he have any police with him l' Heanswered No. 

The lpostle took part personally in twenty·seven (T. six)' raid.: 

W.ddln which was the raid of al-Abwi'. 
Buwitin the dircction of Ra�wA. 
'U.hayrainthe valley ofYanbu'. 
The first fight at Badrin pursuit of Kurz b. Jibir. 
The great battle of Badr in which God slew the chiefs of Quraysh (T. 

and their nobles and captured many). 
BaniiSulaymuntilhe rcachedal-Kudr. 
AI.Sawlq in pursuit of Abii Sufyiln b. l:Iarb (T. until he reached 

Qarqaraal-Kudr). 
Ghataflo (T. toward. Najd), which is the raid of Dhu Amarr. 
��I)u��' a mine in the l:Iijiz (T. above al-Furu'). 

J;lamri'u'I-Asad. 
Banii Na�lr. 
Dhitu'l-Riqi' of NakhI. 
The last battle of Badr. 
Dumatu'J-Jandal. 



Al-Khandaq. 
BanuQurayp. 
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Banu LiJ:ly3n of Hudhayl. 
DhuQarad. 
Banu'I-Mu"aliq ofKhuzl'a. 
Al-l;Iudaybi)'ll oot intending to fight where the polytheistl opposed hia 

passage. 
Khaybar. 
Then he went on the ac;c;omplished pilgrimage. 
The occupation of Mect3. 
l;Iunayn. 
�;��f. 

He actually fought in nine engagements: Badr; U1;tud;al-Khandaq; 
Quray;a; al-M�laliq; Khaybar; the occupation; l;Iunayn; and al-Ti'if . 

Th_ were thiny-eight (T. thirty-five) in number (T. between the time 
of his coming to Medina and his death). 'Ubayda b.al-l:lll.rithwassent 
to the lower pan (T. to the tribes) of Thaniyatu'I-Mara (T. which is a 
weU in the Hiju); 1;Iamu. b. 'Abdu'I-Mul�b to the coast in the direction 
ofat-'q. (Some people d atel:lamu.'a raid before that ofUbayda); Sa'd 
b. AbU Waqq� to aI-Kharrtr (T. in the Hijaz); 'AbduUah b. J�h to 

NakhIa;Zayd b.l;liritha to al-Qarda(T.lweUinNajd);Muhammadb 
Maslama'a attack. on Ka'b b. at-Ashraf; Manhad b. Abu Manhad al
Ghanawi to al-Rajl'; al-Mundhir b. 'Amr to Bi'r Ma'una; Abu 'Vbayda b. 
ai-Jani.J:l to Dhu'I-Q� on the Iraq road; 'Umar b .  al-Khanlb to Turb. 
in the B. '.\mir country; 'AU h. Abu Tilib to the Yaman; Ghilib b. 
!��

:
��Ibt, the Kalb of Layth, to al-KadId where he lmote B. 

GHALIB'S RAID ON THE B. AL-MULAWWAIj 
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told me that the latternid: The apoatle sent Ghlilib b. 'Abdullah al_ 
Kalbi, Kalb ofB. 'Aufb. Layth,on a night raid in which I toolr.part. 
He ordered him to make a cavalry raid on B .  al-Mulawwal;t who were in 
al-Kadid. We went out and when we reached Qudayd we feU in with 
al-I;IArithb.Mllilr.b. al-B�'al-Laythlandaeizedhim.Heaaidthlt he 

ifhe was a Muslim it would not hurt him to be tied up for a night, and if 
had come to be I Muslim and was going to the apostle. We told him that 

I 
J 



The Lift ofll1uhammad 

he were not we Ihould make lure of him; SO we bound him tightly and 
!;[

�
h�� ��a�t�f a young negro and told him to cut off hi, head if he 

We went on until we came to (T. the valley of) al-Kadid at SUMet. We 
were in the wadi and my companiolll sent me on to lCOut foc them. So 
I leh them and went on until I came to a hill overlooking the enemy's 
camp. I went up to the top and looked down at the camp; and by God u 
I was lying on the hill out came a man from hi. tent Ind said to hi5 wife, 
'I scc somcthing black on the hill which I didn't scc at the bcginning of the 
day. Look and sce if any of your gcar ia miasing; pcrhaps the dogs have 
dragged off something.' She went to look and told him that nothing was 
miMing. He then told her to fetch him hia bow and a couple of armw. and 
he ahot me in the side. 1 pulled out the arrow and laid it aside and kept 
my place cr. did not move). Then he shot me again in my sboulder. 
Again I pulled it out and kcpt my place. Heaaidrohia wife,'lfthishad 
been a scout of iome pany he would have moved, for both my arroWJ hit 
�:� i�c 

t!:en�:i�! h
� :�. get them. Don't let the dO!' gnaw them.' 

We"'gave them time until they quietened down and went to sleep (T. 
until thcir cattle retumed in tbc evening and they millr.ed them and lay 
down quietly, and a.third of the night pasacd) and towarda dawn we 
attacked them and killed some and drove off the cattle. They cried out to 
oneanotherfor aid,and a multitude thatwecouldnot resistcame at us 
(T. omi" and has 'and we went on quickly until we pasacd by al-l:Ilrith') 
and we went on with the cattle and pa.ucd Ibn al-BallI'and hiacompanion 
and carried them along with us. The enemy were hard on our heels and only 
the Wadi Qudayd was between us. when God sent a Rood in the wadi 
from whence He pleased, for there were no clouda that we could sec and 9'1$ 
no rain. It hroughtlluchW2tttlhat nonecould rcsist iland none could 
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got away; they could not punue UlI,and we brought them to the apostle. 
A man of Aslam on the authority of another of them told me that the 

war-cry of the apostle'a companions that night was Siayl Slay! A,6jix 
of the Muslims who was driving the cattle rhymed: 

Abii'I-Qlsim refuscd tolet you grut 
On luscious herbs which you:amue 
With ye[Jow tops the co!our of maiu (901). 

I will now continue the aummary of the night nlidlland raidingpanie.:1 
'Ali to B. 'Abdullah b. Sa'd of Fadak; Abu'I-'Auj:l' �1-SulamI to B. 

Sul.aym country where he and all his companion. were killed; 'Ulr.k1sha 
b. Mi�an to a1-Ghamra; AbU S�lama b. 'Abdu'I-Asad to QaJan, a well 

'F ...... C.� .. hoIepo ... l<inT··s9Sf.diIf<nin"1uueoIop1houIh""';neonlflll 
rroml.H ... hohaolppuentiyedilCdtbelUCfrody. 
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ofB. A&ad in the direction of Najd. MlI'ud b. 'Urwa was killed there; 
Muhammad b. MIIIama. brother of b.l;Ilritha, to al-Qurat!' of Hawizin; 

BashIr b. Sa'd to B. Murrain Fadak; BlIhir b. Sa'd in the direction of 
Kb.ybar;Zaydb.l:Uritha toal-JamuminB.Sulaym country;Zaydalto 
to Judhlm in Kbushayn country. So aays Ibn HilhIm, but al·Shlfi'I 
from 'Amr b.l;Iablb from Ibn I.atlIq uy 'in J;lir,mI country'. 

THE RAID OF ZAYD B. l;IARITHA AGAINST JUDHAM 

One whom I can lfuIt told me from lOme men of Judhlm who knew about 
the affair that RiU'a b. Zayd al·Judhlml when be came to hia people with 
the apoatle'a letter inviting themtolt.1amandthey�ptedit,wlllOOn 
followed by Di�ya b. Khallfa al·KaIbI who came from Caesar, king of the 

9'16 GreeD, whom the apottle had tent having with him lOme merchandise 
of hil. When he reached one of their wadU; called Shanir,al.Hunayd b. 
'0, and hillOn '0, of I;>ulay' a clan of Judhlm attacked Di�ya and seized 
everything he had with him. News of thil reached $Orne of aI-l)ubayb of 
the kin ofRif:o'a b. Zayd who had become Muslims and they went after 
al-Hunayd and his $On; aI·Nu'm1o b. Abu Ji"ll of B. al-Oubayb ""IS 
among them. They fell in with them and a Wrmiah took place. On that 
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Ji'l1with an arrow,hittinghim inthe knee,aaying,'Takethat!I amtbe 
ton of Lubnl.' Lubni ""II his mother. Now l:IUIIn b. Milia al-Oubayhi 
had been a fqend ofDi�ya before that and he had taught him the first 
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what had happened and uked him to let him kill al.Hunayd and his $On. 
The lpostleaent Zayd b. ijlritha againlt them and that was what prov oked 
the raidofZayd on J udhlm. He sent a force with him. Ghatafln of 
Judhm and WI'i1 and theyofSallrnln and Sa'db. Hudhaym aet off when 

RiEl'a b. Zayd came to thern with the apostle'a letter and halted in the 
lava belt :>f al·llajll', while RiU'a was in Kurl' Rabba, knowing nothing, 
with some of the B. al-Oubayb while the reat of B. Oublyb were in 
Widl Madin.in the region of the lava belt where it ftOlQ to the east. 
Zayd'. force came up from the direction of al.AuUj andattaclted al-l\Uqif 
fromthe�Il1TQ. They rounded up the cattle and men they found and killed 
al-Hunayd and bis son and two men ofB. aJ-A!).naf(903),and one ofD. 

9T7 al.Kh",Tb. When B. al-Oubayb and the force in Fayfi'u Madinheard of 
this lOme of them went off, among thoee who rode with them being 
l;ludnb.M.ilIa on a hone belonging toSuwaydb.ZaydcalJedal.'Ajlja, 
and Unayf b. Milia on a horae of Milla'i called Righll,andAbu Zayd b. 
'Amron a horae cllled Shamir. They went on until they came near the 
anny when Abu Zayd and 1:Iasaln aaid to Unayfb. MiUa,'Lea\'e us and go, 
for we are afraid of your tongue.' (T.So he withdrew)andlloppednear 
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them. Hardly had they left him when his horse began to paw the ground 
and rear and he said (to it),'I am more interested in the two men than you 
in the two horsea.' He let her go until he overtoolt them and theyaaid to 
him, 'Seeing that you have behaved thua, spare us)'ourtongue and don't 
bring us bad luck today.' They agreed among thefllleives that only 
l;Iassiln thould apeak. Now they had a word which they u�d in the pagan 
period which they learned one from another: if one wanted to amite with 
hia sword he aaid Bwi or TJuiri. When they came near the army the men 
came running to them and l;Iusln aaid to them, 'We are Muslims.' The 
fint man to meet them wu on a black horse (T. with lance outstretched, T. '743 
the man who displayed it had as it were fixed it on thewither3 of hit horse 
as he cried, 'Forward, outstrip theml') and he advanced driving lhem. 
Unayf Did 'Bur\',' but l;IaaIn aaid 'Gently.' When Ihey stopped by Zayd 
b. l:Uritha l:IusIn said, 'We are Muslims.' Zayd aaid, 'Then recile Ihe 
finttiira.' When he did 10 Zayd orde-red that it ahould be proclaimed 
through the army that God had dec1ared their land Dcrosanct exccpt as 
regards thoee who had broken their covenant. 

l:IaDIn'atister. the wife of AbU Wabr b. 'Adiy b. Umayya b. al-Oubayb, 
wuamong theprisonenJandZayd told h i m t o t a k e h e r a n d shec1asped 
him by the waist. Ummu'I-Fizr of Qulay' aaid, 'Are you taking your 
daughtenJ and leaving your mothen?' One of B. al-Khqib said, 'She is 
(of)B.al-Qubayband theirtongu e uttenspells allthe day long.' Some 
ofthc army heard this and lold Zayd and hegne orden thai Ihe hands of 
l;Iusln'ttiaterthould belooaedfromhis waistand told herto aitwiththc 
daughtenJ of her unc1e until God thould dccide whatahould be done with 
them, So they went back, He forbade the acmy to go down into the valley 978 
whencc: they had come and theypaucd the night with their people. They 
lOught their nighl draught of millt from a herd belonging to SUWllyd b. 

Zayd and when thcyhad drunk it they rode off to Rifl'a.b, Zayd, Among 
those who went were Abu Zayd b. 'Amr; Abu Shammb b. 'Amr; SUWllyd 
b.Zayd;Ba'jaand Bardha' and Tha'laba, IOnl of Zayd; Mukharriba b. 
'Adiy; Unayf b. Milla; and l:Iassin b. Milia, until in the morning they 
came up with Rifll.'a in Kur.1' Rabba behind' the �a"a by a well there 
of 1:1am Layli. Bassin laid to him, 'Here you Iii milking goats while the 
women of Judham (To are dragged as) prilOnen. The leiter which you 
brought has deceived them.' Rifll.'a called forhis came1,and as he began 
to saddle it he said: 'Are you alh'e ordoyoucallthe living?'Whenmom ing 
came they and he with Umayya b. Oafll.ra, the brOlher of the slain 
Khqibitl", departed early from behind' the �arra; they joume)'cd for Ihr� 
nights to l\ledina and whcn they entercd it and came lo the moaque a 
man looked at them and told them not to make their camels kneel lest 
thcirlegsthould bccut off. So thcy dismounted,leavingthem standing. 
WheD they entercd the mo.queand Ihe apostle saw Ihem he bc<:koned to 
thcm to advance; and as Rifl'a began to tpeak a man aaid, 'Apostle, these 

'Or'OIltbelOpof·. 
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men are sorceren,' and repeated the accusation twice. Rifl'a said, 'God 
be gracious to him who treats us well today.' Then he handed the apostle 
the letter which he had written to him, saying, 'Take it, 0 apostle; it WI!:! 
written long since but its violation is recent.' The apostle told a young 
man to read it openly, and when he had done 10 he asked what had 
happened, and they told him. Three timee he laid, 'What am I to do about 
the slain /' RiB'a answered, 'You know beat, 0 apostle. We do not regard 
as wrong what you think ia right or the convene.' AbU Zayd b. 'Amr 
said, 'Give us back those who are alive and those who are dead I dis-

919 regard.' The aposde said that AbU Zayd was right and told 'Ali to ride 
with them. 'All objected that Zayd would not obey him, whereupon the 
apostle told him to take his sword and gave it to him. 'Ali then said that 
he had no bcast to ride, 10 they (T. the apoatle) mounted him on a beast 
belonging 10 Tha'iaha h. 'Amr called al-Mikl;lll and they went off, when 
10 a messenger from Zayd b.J:liritha came on a camel of Abu Wabr called 
al-Shamir. They made him dismount and he asked 'Ali how he stood. He 
s:aidthat they knew their property and they took it. They went on and 
fell in with the anny in Fayfl'ul-Fal;Ilatayn and took their property whicb 
they held even to the amallest pad from a woman'a saddle. When they had 
finished IheirtlSk Abu Ji'iluid' 

There'. many a woman who scolds unkindly, 
Who but for us would be feeding her captor's fire 
Pushed about with her tv;o daughtel'l among the captivee 
With no hope of an easy release. 
Had she hccn entrusted to 'O,and Aus 
Circumstancea would have prevented her release. 
Hadsheaeenour camebin�r 
She would hsve dreaded a repetition of the joumey. 
We came to the waters ofYathrib in anger 
(After four nights, search for water is painful) 
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May everyforcc' in Yathrib be a ransom 
For AbliSulaymln whenthey meetbreastto breast 
The day you aee the experienccd warrior humbled, 
l-lishead tuming as he flees away (9Oi). 

Zayd b. B>lritha atso raided aI-Tarafin the region of Nakhl on the road 
to Iraq. 

ZAYD B. I;IARI�::��JI.�:Ou�� �t���}'RA AND TilE 

Zayd also raided Widi't-Quri, where he met B. Fwra and lOme of his 
980 companions were killed; he rumsclfwas carried v .. oundedfrom the field. 

I A.Dh.inDr&1n!e'I!eztbaoji6twithlhcouplanatioD'ntocol'. 
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Ward b. 'Amr b. Madiish, one of B. Sa'd b. Hudhayl, was killed by one of 
B. Badr (whose narne was S.'d b. Hudhaym-T. and I.H.). WheD Zayd 
came he Iwore that he would use DO ablution' until he raided B.FI%In; 
and when he reeo\'ered from his wounds the aposl1e sent him against them 
with a force, He fought (T. he met) them in Wldi'l-Qurl and killed 
some of tbem. Oa,.. b. a1-M�ar al-Ya'muri killed Mas'ada b.l;labma 
b. Mllik b.l;ludhayfa h. B.dr, and Umrn Qirfa Fltima d. Rab!'a b. Badr 
was taken pri$Oner . She was a very old woman, wife of Mllik. Her 
daughter and 'Abdullah b. Mas'.d. were .lso taken. Zayd ordered 0.,.. 
b. al-Musal,1.l,1.ar to ki11 Umrn Oirfaand he killed her cruelly(T. by putting 
a rope to her twO legs and to two cameb and driving thern until they rent 
her in two). Then they brought Umm Qirfa'a daughtet' and M .. ·.da'. 
son to the apostle. The daughter of Umm Oirfa belonged to Salama b. 
'Amr b. al-Akwa' who had taken her. She held . position of honour 
among her people, and the Arabe u.sed to say, 'Had you been more power
ful than Umm Oirfa you could have done no more.' Salam. asked the 
apostle to let him have her and he gave her to him and he preaentecl her 
to his unc1e l;Iazn b. Abu Wahband she bare hirn·Abdu'I-RaI,1.min b. 
l;Iazn. 

Oa,.. b. al-Mu�area.id about the killing of Mu'ada: 

I tried as his mother'l $On would to get revenge forWard. 
M long as I live I will avenge Ward. 

When I uw him I attacked him on my steed, 
That doughty warrior of the family of Badr. 
I impaled him on my lance of Oa' �abl make 
Which seemed to flash like a fire in an open.pace. 

'ABDULLAH B. RAW}.�A'S RAID T O  KILL AL-YUSAYR 

• Abdullah b. Rawill,1.a l'1Iided Khaybar twice; on one occasion he killed 
al-YuSlyr h. Ridm (905). Now al-Yuuyr (T- the Jew) was in Khaybar 
collecting Ghatafln to attaekthe apostle. The latter sent 'Abdullah b. 98. 
Rawll,1.a with a number of his companions, among whom were' Abdullah 
b. Unays, an ally of B. Salima. When they came to him they spoke to 
him (1'. and made him promisea) and treated him well, saying that if he 
would come to the apostle he would give him an appointment and honour 
him. They kept on at him until he went with them with a number of 
Jews. 'Abdull . ah b. Unays mounted him on his beast (1'- and he rode 
behind him) until wheR he was in al·Oarqal'1l, about six milea from 
Khaybar,al_Yusayrchangedhismindaboutgoingtothe apostie. 'Abdullah 
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perceived his intention as he wu preparing to draw his sword, 10 he 
rushed at him and struck him with his sword cutting off his leg. AI. 
Yuaayr hit him with a stick of $hau�a, wood which he had in hill hand. and 
wounded his head (T. and God killed Yuaayr). All the apostlt's com· 
paniom fell upon their Jewish companiona and killed them exceptone 
man who escaped on his feet (T. his bellt). When 'Abdullah b. Unaya 
came to the apostle he spat on his wound and it did not suppurate or 
Cluse himpsin. 

On the second OCCIIion 'Abdullah b. 'AtIk raided Khaybu and killed 
Rlfi' b. AbQ'I.Huqayq. 

SUFyAN B. NUBAYI;l 

The apostle sent him againat Khllid, who WIt in Nakhla or 'Urana 
co1Iecting men to attsck the apottle, and he killed him. 

Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al.Zubayr told me that 'Abdullah b. Unaya 
aaid: The apostle called me and aaid that he had heard that Ibn Sufyln 
b. NubayJ:l al·Hudhali wu oollecting a force to auack him, and that he 
wu in Nakhla or 'Urana and that I wu to go and kill him. I asked him 
to describe him 10 that I might know him, and he aaid, 'If you see him he 
will remind you of Satan. A lure lign is that when you see him you will 
feel a .hudder.' I went out girding on my aword until I came on him with 
a number of women in a howdah seeking a halting.place for them. It 
WII the time for afternoon prayer, and when I saw him I felt a shuddering 
u the apottle lad said. I sdvanced towards him fearing that IIOmething 

98a would prevent my praying, 10 I prayed as I wlilked towarda him bowing 
my head. When I came to him he asked who I was and I answered, 'An 
Arab who hu heard of you and your galbering a force against this fellow 
and has ccme to you.' Hepjd, 'Yes, I am doing 10.' I walked a shon 
distance with him and when my chance came I struck him with my sword 
and killed him, and went off leaving hit women bending over him. When 
I came to the apottle he IIIW me and aaid, 'The aim is accomplished.' 
I aaid,'l have killed him, O Apottle,' and he aaid, 'You are right.' 

Then be took me into his house and gave me a Ilick telling me toketp 
it by me. When I went out with it the people asked me what I was doing 
with a stick. I told them that the apostle had given it to me and told me to 
keepit,and theyaaid, 'Whydon't yougobacktothe apostie andaskhim 
why l' So I did 10, and he aaid, 'lt is a sign between you and me on the 
resurrection day. There are few men who will be carrying Iticks then.' 
So 'Abdullah b. Unaya fastened it to hislword and it remained with him 
until his death, when he ordered that it .hould be put in hill winding 
Iheet and it was buried with him (1)06). 

983 To return to the expediliona: The raid of Zayd b. I:Ilritha and Ja'far 
b. AbQ Tilib and 'Abdullah b. Raw�a to Mu'ta in Syria in which all 
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werc killed; and thc raid of Ka'b b. 'Umayr al·Ghiflri to Dhitu AllliJ.t in 
Syria in which he and all his companions were killed; and the raid of 
'Uyayna b. l:I�n on B. aJ·'Anbar of B. Tamim. 

THE RAID OF 'UYAYNA \:��� ON B. AL-'ANBAR OF B. 
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mustfree a slave ofthesonsof Isml'll, andhc said, 'The captivC:!I ofB. 
al-'Anbar are coming now. We will give you one whom you can sct free.' 
When they were brought to the apostle a deputation from B. Tamim 
rode with them until thcy reached the apostle. Among them were Rabi'a 
b. Rufay'; Sabara b. 'Amr; a1·0a'ql' b. Ma'bad; Wardln b. MuJ.triz; 
Oays b. '�im; Milik b. 'Amr; al-Aqra' b. l:I�bis; and Firls b. l:I�bis. 
They spokc to the apostle on thcir behalf and hc liberated some and 
accepted tansom for others. 

Among the B. al·'Anbar who were killed that day were 'Abdullah and 
two brothers of his, sons of Wahb; Shadd�d b. Fins; and l:lan�a b. 
Darim. Among the women who were captured were Asmil' d. Milik; 
Ka's d. Any; Najwa d. Nahd; Jumay'a d. Oays; and 'Amra d. MaJar. 

Salml d. 'Attlb said about that day: 
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EnemiC:!lsurrounded them on everyside 
And their glory and prosperity disappeared (907l. 

GHALIB B. ABOULLAH 'S RAIO ON THE LAND OF 
B. MURRA 

The raid of Ghilib b. 'Abdullah al-Kalbi, the Kalb of Layth, was on the 
country of B. Murra in which he slew Mirdb b. Nahik, an aUy of theirs 
from al.l:Iurqa of Juhayna. Usima b. Zayd and a man of the �ar killed 
him(l)08). Uslmab. Zaydsaid: 'When I and a man of the Anprovertook 
him and attacked him with our weapons he pronounced the shaJuida, 
but we did not stay our hands and killed him. When we came to the apostle 
we told him what had happened and he said, "Who will absolve you, 
Uslima, from ignoring the confession of faith?" I told him that the man had 
pronounccd the words mercly toescapc death; but he repeated his quC:!l
tion and continucd to do so until I wished that I had not becn a Muslim 
heretofore and ha"d only become oue tlult day and that I had 1I0t killed the 
man. I uked him to forgive me and promised that I would never kill a 
man who pronounced the shalurda. He said, "You will say it after me,' 
Uslmal" and I said that I would.' 
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'AMR B. AL-'A!j RAIDS DlIATU'L-SALAsIL 

The raid of 'Amr on Dhatu'I-Salbil in the country of IT. Bali and the 
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lent him to them to claim their help. When 'Arnr came to water in the 
9Bs country ofJudhlm called al-SalsaI(T. Salbil),fromwhichthe raidtook 

ill name, be took alann and IItnt to the apoltle for reinfon::emenUl. The 
apoltle sent him AbU 'Ubayda b. aI-Jarrl� with the lint Muh�jirs among 
whom were AbU Bakrand 'Umar. He told Abu 'Ubaydawhen helltnt him 
not to quarrel. Now when he reached 'Amr the latter said, 'You have 
comeonlyto reinforccme.' 'No,'saidAbll 'Ubayda, 'butl havemyaphere 
of command and you have youn' ; for he was a man of easy gentle disposi
tion on whom the affairs of this world sat lightly. So when 'Amr insisted 
that he had come to reinforce him he said, 'The apostle told UI not to 
quarrel, and though you disobey me I will obey you,'to which he replied, 
'I am your luperior officcr and you are here only to reinforce me.' 'Have 
it your own way,' said he, and 'Arne look the lead in the prayers. 

An informant who had it from JUIi' h. Abu Rlfi' aI-TJ.'Iy who was 
R�Ii' b. 'Umayra told me that the latter said: I was a Christian called 
SllIjis, the lurest and beat guide in the sandy desert. During Ihe pagan 
period I used to bury water which I had put in ostrich shells in various 
places in the desert and then raid men'. camela. When I had got them into 
the und I was wely in poucssion of them and none dare follow me thither. 
Then I would go to the places where I had concealed the water and drink 
it. Wben I beeame a Muslim I went on the raid on which the apostle 
sent 'Arne b. al-'� to Dhltu'I-Salasil, and I made up my mind to choose 
a companion, and aelected Abu Bake with wl\.om I rode. He wore a 
Fadalr. c10ak and whenever we halted he spread it out, and put it on when 
we rode. Then he fastened it on him with a packing-needle. That was 
the reuon why the people of Najd when they apostatized said, 'Are we to 
accept as ruler the man with the cloak I' When we approached Medina 

9B6 on our rerum I told AbU Bake that I had joined him 110 that Cod might 
prolit me by him, and I uked for his advicc and instruction. He told me 
tbat be would have given this even if I had not aked, and lold me to pro
claim the unity of Cod and not to associate an'ything with Him ; to perform 
prayer; to pay the poor-tax; to fast in Ramac,lin; to go on pilgrimage; 
to wash after impurity; and never to assume authority over two Muslims. 
I told him that I hope<i that I should never associate anyone with God; 
that I would never abandon prayer if Cod 10 willed; that if I had the means 
I would alwaY' pay the poor-tax; that I would never neglect Rama4�n; 
that I would goon pilgrimage if I were able; and \\1>Uld waah after impu
rity; but uto leadership I obsttved thal only those whoexen::iaedit were 
held in honour with the apoatleand the people, 10 why should he exclude 
me fTom ill He answered, 'You asked me for the beat advice that I could 
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give you, and I will tell you. God sent Muhammad with this religion and 
hestrovt for it until men ae«pted it voluntarily or by force. Once theyhad 
entered it thtywere God's proteges and neighbours under His protectiOD. 
Beware that you do not betray God'. trust in regard to Hisneighboun 10 
that He pursue you relentieNly on behalf of His pro�. For if one of you 
were wronged in this way his muscles would sweU with anger if the sheep 
orcameJaofhis prot��hadbeen seized, andGodis moreangry oDbehalf 
Ofth06e under His protectiOD.' Thereupon we paned. 

Wben the apostle died and Abu Bakrwas set over men I went to him 
and reminded him that he had forbidden me to assume authority over 
two Muslims. He said that he still forbade me to do so, and when I uked 
him what had induced him to assume authority over every one he uid that 
he had no alternative; he was afraid that Muhammad'. community would 
.plit up. 

Yazld b. AbU J:labib lold me that he was informed on the authority of 
'Aufb. Milikal.Ashja'l that he said: I was in the raid on which the aposde 
sent 'Amr b. al·'At to Dbll.tu'I.Salbil, in company with AbU Bakr and 
'Umar. I passed by lIOme people who were butchering a camel tbey bad 
.laughtered. They could not dismember it, while I was a skilled butcher; 987 
so I wed them if tbey would give me a ahare if I divided it between them, 
and when they agreed I took a couple of knives and cut it up on the.pot. 
I took my ahare and carried it to my companions and we cooked and ate it. 
Abu Bakr and 'Umar asked me where I had got the meat, and when I told 
them they uid tbat 1 had done wrong in giving it to them to eat, and they 
got up and forced themselves to exgurgitate what tbey had .wallowed. 
When the army returned from that expeditioD I waa the first to come to the 
apostle as he was at prayer in his house. When I saluted him he asked if 
I were 'Aufb. Milik the butcher of that camel, and he would aay nothing 

Till! RAID OF IBN ABO IjADRAD ON THE VALLEY OF 
IQAM AND THE KILLING OF 'AMIR B. AL-AQBAT 

AL.ASHJA'I 

Yazid b, 'Abdullah b, Ousayt from al.Qa'ql' b, 'Abdullah b, Abul;ladrad 
fromhjsfathersaid:The apostlesent uttoI�amwitha DumberofMualims 
amoDg whom were Abu Qatll.da al-l;Iirith b, Rib'ly; and Mul;lallim b, 
Jaththlma b. Qays. We set forth until when we were in the valley of 
I�am (T, this "'''Ill before the conquest of Mecca) 'Amir b. al-AQbat 
al-Asbja'i passed by us on a camel of his with . meagre supply of provi. 
lions and a alr.in of laban. As he passed u! he saluted U! as a Muslim and 
we held off from him. But MuJ:tallim b. Jaththll.ma attacked and killed 
himon account ofa quarrelthey hadhad,andtookhis cameland provi • 
• ions. WhenwecamttothtapostieandtoldhimtheneWitherecamedown 
concerning ut:'O youwho believe, when yougo forth iothewayofGod 
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.ct circull'llpect1y and donot ... y to one who salutes you, "You lfC no 
believer," covcting thegainofth� world,' &c· (909).' 

')88 Muhamnuld b. Ja·fu b. al.Zuhayr told me that he heard Ziyld b. 
J;>unulyra b. Sa'd al.SuJamI n:lating from 'Urv.-a b. al·Zuhayr from his 
f.ther from ha grandfather wbo were both prcsent at l:funayn with the 
.postle: The apostie praycd thenoon prayer with u" thenhe llOught the 
.helter of a tree and sat beneath it in I:funayn. Al.Aqra' b. l:flbis and 
'Uyayna b. l;Iitnb. l:fudhayfa b. Badrwent upto him quarrelling about 
'Amir b. al.AQbat al.A3hja'l, 'Uyayna, who was at that time chief of 
Ghatafln, demanding vengeance lor the blood 01 'Amir and al.Aqra' 
protceting Mu�aIlimb. Jaththlmabecau&eofh� position amongKhindif. 
The quarrel went on a long time in the apostle'. presence and .. we 
I�tencd we heard 'Uyayna say, '0 apottle, I won't let him off until I 
make h� women taste the burning grief he nulde my women tute' j 
whil e  the apostle said, 'No, but you wiU acecpt fifty camels .. blood· 
money on thajourney and fifty on our rcturn: He wcnt on rcfu.ing the 
offer when up got a man of B. Layth callcd Mukaythir, a short compact 
fellow (9Io), and said, 'O apoetle, the only thing to which I can compare 
th� man who hu been slain in the beginning of Islam is sheep who come 
with their leaden shot and the oncs bchind run away. Lct the law ofblood 
ttand today and acccpt bloodwit later: The apostle lifted up his hand 
and said, 'No, you must take fifty camels u blood.money on this expedi
tion and fifty more when we return,' and they accepted them. Then they 
... id, 'Where is this fellow of youn that the apostle nuly uk God', pardon 
for him /' Thereupon a tall thin man wearing a prment which he had taken 
tofight1 in got up and sat in front of the apoetle. He admittcd that hewu 
Mul;allim b. Jaththlmaand the apostle said three timcs, 'O God, pardon 
not Mul;allim b. Jaththlm.: He got up wiping away his tears with the 
endofhispnnent. A3 for us, weltill hopcd that the apostle ukcd for the 
�::

a
�:�venc:ss for him, but what we ... w him do w .. what hu jUlt 

One whom I have no reason to .u.pcct told me from al-I:fasan al-Bqri 
989 that the apostle said when he sat bcfore him, 'You gave him security in 

God and then you killed him!' Then he said the words which have been 
quoted, and by God Mu�allim died within a week, and the earth I .wear 
rejected him. They buried him again, but the earth rejectcd him, and yeta 
third time the same thing happened. Worn out, his people made for two 
heighta (forming a narrow pp) and Laid him out between them and then 
rollcd rocb on him until they had covercd him. Whenthe apostlehcard 
about this he lIid, 'The earth hu covered wone than he, but God wants 
to give you a warning of what you must not do by what He hu shown you.' 

SlIim Abu'l-Na4r told us that he was informed that 'Uyayna b. I:fifn 
and Oa)'l were addressed privately by al-Aql'2' thus: 'You men of Oa)'l, 
you have opposed the apostle about . man Ilain when he wanted to make 

' S!lra4.\l6 · Or,pcrhll¥, 'diein'. 
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peace bet....-eenpeople. Areyousurethatlhe apotde wiUnotcuneyoulO 
that God will curse you wilh his cune, or that he will not be angry with 
you 10 that God will alao be angry with your I swear that unleu you 
lubmit him to the apottle and let him do with him 18 he plelSCl I will 
bring fifty men of the B. Tamlm who will In call God to witneaa that your 
friend whoW18 llain wu an unbeliever who never praycd at aU and thul 
Cluae his blood to be ditrcgardcd." When they heard that they agrced 10 
take the bloodwit (911). 

THE RAID OF IBN ABO I.fADRAD AL-ASLAMI ON 

AL-GHABA TO KILL RlvA'A B. 'lAYS AL-JUSHAMI 

One whom I have no rellOn to suspect told me from Ibn l:Iadrad u 
folloWl: I had married a woman of my tribe and promised her two hundred 
dirhams U a dowry. I came to the apottle and asked him to help me in the 
matter and when I told him the amount that I had promised he aaid, 
'GoocJ gracious, if you could get dirhams from the bottom ofa vallcyyou 
oouldnot have olfered morel I haven't the money to bclp you.' l waitcd 
for lOme days when a man of B. Jusbam b. Mu'iwiya �ed Rifl', b. 990 
Oaya or Oa)'!! b. Rifl'a came with a numerous clan orB. Jusham and 
encampcd with them in al-Ghiba intending to gather Qaya to fight the 
apottle, he being a man of high reputation among }usham. The apotde 
lummoncd me and two other Muslims and told us to go to thit man (T. 
and bring him to bimor) bring neWl of him, and ICnt us an old thin sbe-
camel. One of us mountcd her, but she was 10 weak that ahe could not 
get up until men pushcd her up from behind, and evc.n then Ihe hardly 
=�r to do 10. Then he aaid, 'Make the bett of her and ride her in 

We ICt forth taking our arrowa and swordl until we amved near the 
ICttlement in the evening u the sun wU lCtting. I hid at one end and 
ordered my companioDl to'hide at the other end of the camp and told 
them that when thcyheard me cry 'Allah akbar' U I ran to the camp they 
were to do the same and run with me. There we were waiting 10 take the 
encmy by surprite or to get aomcthing from them until much of the night 
had pused. Now they had a sbcpberd who had gone out with tbe animala  
andwulO late inretuming thattheybecame alanncd onhis behalf. Their 
chief this Rifl'ab. Oaya got up and took his sword and hung it round his 
neck,lIymgthat he would go on the trad ofthelhcpherd,forlOme harm 
mUlt hive befallen him; whereupon some of hi, company begged him not 
togo alone for the:y'WOUld prolttt him, bulhe insittcd on going alone. 
mhe went he passcd by me, and when he came in range I ahot him in the 
hcart with an arrow, and hedicd without uttcring I word. I leapt upon 
him and cut off his head and ran in the direction of the camp Ihouting 
'A1lahakbar' andmy twocompaniona did likewiIC,and byGod, lhouting 

' I.e. _ to bowipedoutbytbe bloocl olhiooloycrorwibetmenortobopaidfor. 
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out to one another they aU fkd at onoe with their wivcs and children and 
.uch of their propeny as they could lay handa on easily. We drove off 
a large number of came It and ahecp and brO\lght them to the apostle and 

991 I took RiB'a'a head to the apostle, who pve me thineen of the cameb to 
help me with the woman'. dowry, and I conaummalcd my marria�. 

'ABDU'L·RAl;IMAN B. 'AUF'S RAID ON DOMATU'L-JANDAL 

One whom I hive no reQOD to suspect told me from 'Ali' b. Abu Ribal) 
that he said that he heard a man of B __ ra ask. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. 
al-Khaftlb lbout wearing the turban ftying looscly behind one. He said 
that he would give them information on the point. 'I was', he said, 'the 
tenth of ten of the apottle'. companions in his mosque, namely Abu 
Bah, 'Umar, 'Uthmln, 'Ali, 'Abdu'I-Ral)mln b. 'Auf, Ibn Mas'ud, 
Mu'ldh b. Jabal,l;Iudhlyfa h. al-YamIn, Abu Sa'id al-Khudrt, and myself. 
Suddenly one of the AntIr came and saluted the apostle and sat down and 
ukedtbe lpostlewho wu themost exoellent ofthe believcrs. "Thebest 
in character," he replied. "And who is the wisestr" "The one who most 
often rememben death and makcs the belt preparation for it before it 
comet to him. Such men are the wise." The man remained ailent, and 
the apostle said to UI, "0 Muhljin, there Ire five things which may befall 
you and I pray God thlt you may escape them: moral decay never openly 
sbow. itaelfamong a people but they luffer from pcstil ence and di seaae 
IUch U their flthcrs have never knowni they do not use light weighta md 
mCQUra but they ue lmitten by famine and the injustice ofrulera; they 
do not hold baclr. the poor-tu from their herds but rain ia withheld, for but 
for the bcuta there would be no rain sent; they do not brealr. the covenant 
with God and Hil apostle but an enemy iI given power over them and takcs 
muchoftheirpo .. e .. ion. ; and their imamt donot givejud�mentabout 
000'1 booltand behlve lrrogantlyl in regard to what God has sent down 
but God bringa upon them the calamity they have engcndered." 

'Thenhe ordered 'Abdu'I-Ra1;tmln b. 'Auf to nuke his preparationa for 
99a tbe expedition. In the moming he wore a blaclr.turban of cotton. The 

lpostle told him to approach and unwound it and then rewound it leaving 
four fingcl"l or so loosc behind him, saying, "Turban yourself thus, Ibn 
'Auf, for thusit is better and neater.'" Then he ordered BilAl to give him 
the atandard aod he did so. Then he gave pr.Use to God and praycd for 
himtelf. He then said, "Take it, Ibn 'AUfi fight everyone in the way of 
God and kill those who disbelieve in God. Do not be deeeitful with the 
.poil; do not be treacherous, nor mutilate, nor kill children. This ill 
God'i ordinancc and the pncticeJ of hi I prophet among you." Thereupon 
'Abdu'I-Ra1;tmln toolt the llllndard' (gI2). 
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ABO'VBAYDA B. AL.JARRA�'S RAID TO TilE COAST 

'Ub�da b. al-Walid b. 'Ub�da b. al-$ii.mit from his father from his grand
father 'Ubida b. al-$limit told me: The apostle sent a force to the coast 
commanded by Abu 'Ubayda and furnished them with a supply of dates. 
He began to ration them until the day came when he had to count them, 
and finally he could give each man but one date a day. One day he divided 
them among us and a man lacked e,'en a date and we felt the loss of them 
that day, When we were exhausted by hunger God brought us a whale 
from the sea, and we fell upon its flesh and fat and ttayed by it for twenty 
nighu until we grew fat and recovered our strength. Our leader took one 
of its ribs and set it in the way; then he sent for our largest camel and 
mounted our largest man upon it; he sat on it and came out from under it 
without lowering his head. When we came to the apostle we gave him the 
newa and asked him what he thought about our having eaten the whale. 
He aaid,'lt was food which God provided for you' (911). 

(Ibn l:Iamid told u. from Salama b,. al-I-'a<:ll from Muhammad b. T. 1417 
hl;tlq from la'far b. al-FaQ\ b. al-l:Iasan b. 'Amr b. Umayya al-OamrI 
from his father from his grandfather 'Amr b. Umayya that the last-named T. '438 

said: After the killing of Khubayb and his companions the apostle aent an 
An,!lrT with me telling us to go and kil l  Abu Sufy!ln, so we set out. My 
companion had no camel and hi5 leg was injured, so I carried him on my 
beut as far as the valley of Ya'jaj where we tethered our beast in the 
corner ofa pass and rtated there. I auggtsted to my companion that we 
should go to Abu Sury�n's house and I would try to kill him while he 
kept "YI1ltch. If there was a commotion or he feared danger he should take 
to hia catnel and go to Medina and tell the prophet the news; he could lea"e 
me because I knew the country well and was fleet-footed. When we 
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panionasked that we might begin by going round the Ka'ba seven times 
and pray a couple of rak'QI. I told him that I knew more about the Meccan. 
than he: in the evening their courl!i are aprinkled with water and they sit 
there, and I am more easily recognizable than a piebald hOBe. However, 
he kept on at me until we did as he wanted, and as we came out of the 
Ka'ba we passed by one of their groups and a man recognized me and 
called out at the lOp of his voice, 'This is 'Amr b, Umayyal' Thereupon 
the Meccans rushed at us, saying, 'By God, 'Amr has come for no good. 
He has never brought anything but evil,' for 'Amr was a violent unruly 
fellow in heatheo da)'l. 

They got up to punue us and I told my companion to escape, for the T· '439 
"cry thing I feared had happened, and as to Abu Sufyiln there was no 
means of gening It him. So we made off with all speed and climbed the 
mountainandwentintoacavewhereweapentthenight, havingluccessfully 
eluded th�m so that they returned to Mecca. When we �ntered the cave 
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I put some rocb at the entrance as a acrecn  and told my companion to 
keep quiet until the punuitshould die down, for they would aearch for us 
Ihat night and the following day until the evening. While we were in the 
cave up came 'UthmAn h. MAlik b. 'UbayduUah al-Taymi cutting grass 
for a horse of his. He kept coming nearer until he was at the very entrance 
of the cave. I told my friend who he was and that he would give us .way 
totheMeccans, and I went out and.tabbed him under the breast with the 
dagger. He .hrieked aoloudthattheMecCVll heard himandcarne lG-
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last gasp. They asked him who had stabbed him and he told them that 
it was I, and died. They did not get to know where we were and aaid, 
'By God, we knew 'Amr was up to no good.' They were so occupied with 
the dead man whom they carried olfthat they could not look for us, and 
we atayed a couple of daY' in the cave until the punuit died down. Then 
we went to al-Tan'Tm, and 10, Khubayb'.crOll.' My friend asked if we 

T . ..... 0 should take him down from the cross, for there he was, I told him to leave 
the matter to me and to get aw.ay from me for guards were poeted round 
it. If he waa afraid of anything he must go to hie camc:l and tell the apostle 
what had happened. I ran up to Khubayb's crou, freed him from it, and 
carried him on my back, Hardly had I taken forty steps when they 
became aware of me and I threw him down and I cannot forget the thud 
when he dropped. They ran after me and I took the w.ay to al.$afd' 
and when they wearied of the pursuit they went back and my friend rode 
to the prophet and told him our news. I continued. on foot unlil I looked 
down on the valley of Oajnin. I went inlO a cave there taking my bow and 
arrows, andwhlle I waa there in came a one-eyw manofB. al-DlI driving 
a sheep of hie. When he asked who I waa I told him that I waa one of B. 
Bah. He said that he was alao, adding of B. a!·Di! clan. Then he by 
down beside me and lifting up his voice began toaing: 

I won't be a Muslim aa long as I live, 
Nor heed to their religion give. 

I said (to my.elf), 'You will lOon know!' and as aoon as the 1HuJ� was 
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I bore down on it until I forced it out aLlhe back of his neck. Then I 
came out like a beast of prey and took the highroad !ikean eagle hastenin g 
until l cameout at a village whith,(said thenarrator),he described; then 
10 Rakuba and a[-Naql' where suddenly there appeared two Meccana whom 

T. C+tC QuraYlh had sent to Ipyon the apostle. I rerognized them and c:alled.on 
them to surrender, and when they refused I Ihotone and killed him, and 
Ihe other surrendered. I bound him and took him to the apoet!e. 

Ibn IsbAq from Sulaymln b. Wardin from hie father from 'Arnr h. 
' See w.6.t'ftlpr •. 
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Umayya: 'When I got to Medina I passed some ahaykhs of the An,lr 
and. when they exclaimed at me some young men heard my name and ran 
to tell the apostle. Now I had bound my prisoner'. thumb. with my bow
.tring, and when the apostle looked at him he l.aughed so that one could see 
his back teeth. He asked my news and when I told him what had happened 
he bleased me') (9Ii).' 

SALiM B. 'UMAYR'S EXPEDITION TO KILL ABO 'AFAK 

Abu'AfakwasoneofB.'Amrb. 'AufoftheB. ·Ubaydaclan. He showed hi' 995 
disaffectionwhentheapostlekilled al-l;Iiirithb. Suwayd b. $amitandaaid: 

Long have I lived but never have I seen 
An assembly or collection of pwple 
More faithful to their undertaking 
And their allit::ll when called upon 
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A rider who came to them split them in two (saying) 
'Permitted','Forbidden'l ofall sorts of things. 
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The apostle said, 'Who will deal with this rascal for me?' whereupon 
Silim b. 'Umayr, brother of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf one of the 'weepen', went 
forth and killed him. Umllma b. Muzayriya said concerning that: 

You gave the lie to God's TeHgion and the man A]:lmad! 
By him who waa your father, e ... il is Ihe son he produced 1 
A �a"ifgaveyou a thrust in the night saying 
'Take that Abu 'Afak in apite of your agel' 
Though I knew whether it was man or jinn 
Who slew you in the dead of night (I would say naught).! 

'UMAYR B. 'A Diy's JOURNEY TO KILL 'ASMX' D. MARWAN 

She was of B. Umayya b. Zayd. When Abu 'Afak had been killed she 
displayed disaffection. 'Abdullah b. al-l;Iarith b. al-Fu<,layl from hi' 
father said that 'he was married 10 a man of B. Khatma called Yazid b. 
Zayd. Blaming Islam and its followen she said; 

J despise B. Mllli.kand al-Nabit 
And 'Auf and B. al-Khuraj. 

· I.H.'I�n"wiIl befound ;"the ..... tion devo.td tohio addition .. 
" Qay!. wu thc pu  .. tivc.nceotfUlofAuaondKWraj 
• A iibc.tthe IanauagcoflhcQuran. 
· ;.c. You .... ioted Tubb.' ... ho,dteraU ..... 1tinrin f.ct .nd . man or"""lrepUlatiOfl. 

ao ... hy bo[;evein Muiwnmad'. claimtl -n:.�ru:'::'i%.��, propOotd "' cmendalOon oftM leS.t .... l>ich han;lll ""'" n<>eaMl"J. 
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You obey a stranger who is none of youn, 
One not of Murid or Madhtlij.' 
Do you expcd. good from him after thc kil ling of your chie& 
Like a hungry man waiting for a cook'. broth? 
Ia thcre no man of pride who would attack him bysurprisc 
And cut off the hopes of thOlt who expect aught from him? 

lJasalnb. ThJbitanswered her 

BanuWI'iland B. Wlqifand Khalma 
Arc inferior to B. al-Khazraj. 
When.he caUed {or {oily woc to hefl in her wccping, 
For death is coming. 
She lIilTed up a man oCglorious origin, 
Noble in his going out and hil coming in. 
Bcfore midnight he dyed her in hcr blood 
And inculTCd no guilt thereby. 

When the apostle heard what she had aaid he aaid, 'Who will rid me of 
Marwin'. d.ughter l' 'Umayr b. 'Adly al-Khatmi who was with him heard 
him, and that very night he went to her house and killed her. In the morn
inghe came to the apostle and told him what he had done and he aaid, 
'You have helped God and" His apostle, 0 'Umayrl' When he asked if he 
would have to bear any evil conscquences the apostle said, 'Two �ts 
won't butt their heads about her,' so 'Umayr went back to his people. 

Now there was a great commotion among B. Khatma that day about the 
affair of Bint Marv.·:ln. She had five sonl, and when 'Umayr went to them 
from the apostle heaaid, '1 have killed BintMarwtn, 0 sons of Khatma. 
Withstand me if you can; don't keep me wailing.·� That was the fint 
day that Islam became powerful among B. Khalma; before that those who 
were Muslims concealed the faa. The lint of them 10 atcqlt hlam W1II 
'Umayr b. 'Adiy who was called 'the Reader', and 'Abdullah b. AUI and 
Khuzayma b. Thlbit. The day after Bint Marwiln was killed the men of B. 
Khalma became Muslims because they saw the power of Islam. 

TilE CAPTURE OF THUMAMA B. ATHAL AL-ij:ANAFl 

I heard on the authority of Abu Sa'ld al.Maqburi from Abu Hurayr. 
that the laucr aaid: The apostle'l cavalry went out and capturM a man of 

997 B. Hantfa not knowiDg who he was until they brought him to the apostle 
who told them that be wu Thumlma b. Athll al-IJanafi and that they 
mu.t treat him honourably in his captivity. The apostle went back to his 
houscand told Ihem to send what food they had to him, and ordercdthat 
his milch-carncl should be taken to him night and morning; but this 
failed to Atilfy ThumAma. The apostle went to him and urged him to 
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THE EXPEDITION OF 'ALQAMA n. MUJAZZIZ 

When Waqq� b. Mujauiz al-Mudliji was killed on the day of Dhii 
Qarad, 'Alqama b. Mujazziz asked the apostle to send him on the tracK 
of the people 80 that he might take vengeance on them. 'Abdu'I-'Aziz b. 
Muhammad from Muhammad b. 'Amr b. 'A!qama from 'Umar b. ai

J:lakam b. Thauban from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri said: The apostle sent 
'Alqama b. Mujazziz, I being with the force, and when we were on the way 
he summoned a part of the force and appointed 'Abdullah b. J:ludhifa 
a1-SahmI their leader. He was one of the apostle's companions-a facetious 
fellow, and when they were on the way he kindled a fire an'd said to the 
men: 'Have I not c1aim on your obedience so that if I order you to do 
something you must doitl' and when they agreed he said, 'Then by 
virtue of my c1aim on your obedience I order you to leap into this fire.' 
Some of them began to gird up their loins so that he thought that they 
would leap into the fire, and then he said, 'Sit down, I was only laughing 
at youl' When the apostle was told of this after they had retumed he said , 
'If anyone orders you to do something which you ought not to do, do not 
obey him.' 

Muhammad b. Tal�a said that 'Alqama and his companions returned 
without fighting. 

KURZ n. JABI���X:�� I�:��
E

:O
y
���� TilE BAJILIS 

A traditionist told me from one who had told him from Muhammad b. 
Tal]:la from 'Uthman b. 'Abdu'I-Ra]:lman that in the raid of Mu]:lirib 
and B. Tha'bbathe apostle had captured a slavecalled Yasiir, and he put 
him in charge of his milch-camelll to shepherd them in the neighbourhood 
of ai-Jamma'. Some men of Qars of Kubba of Bajila came to the apostle 999 
suffering from an epidemic and enlarged !pleens, and the apostle to

.
ld th em 

that if they went 10 the mil ch-camels and drank Iheir milk and unne they 
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would reoover, so off they went. When they recovered their health and their 
bellies contracted to their normal size they fell upon the aposde's shepherd 
Ywr and killed him and stuck thorns in his eyes and drove away his 
camels. The apostle sent Kurz b. Jiibir in pursuit and he overtook them 
and brought them to the apostle as he returned from the raid ofDhii 
Qarad. He cut off their hands and feet and gouged out their eyes. 

'ALI'S RAID ON THE YAMAN 

'Ali raided theYaman twice (916). 

USAMA B. ZAYD'S MISSION TO PALESTINE 

The apostle sent Uslima to Syria and commanded him to take the cavalry 
into the borders of the Balqii' and al-Dikiim in the land of Palestine. So 
the men got ready and all the first emigrants went with Usilma (917). 

THE BEGINNING Of THE APOSTLE'S ILLNESS 

While matters were thus the apostle began to suffer from the illness by 
which God took him to what honour and compassion He intended 
for him shortly before the end of $afar or in the beginning of Rabi'u'l· 

1000 awwal. It began, so I have been told,when he went to Baqi'u'I-Gharqad 
in the middle of the night and prsyed for the dead. Then he retumed to 
his family and in the morning his sufferings began. 

'Abdullah b. 'Umar from 'Ubayd b. Jubayr, a freedman of al·l;luam 
b. Abii'J-'�, from 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. al-'� from Abii Muwayhiba, a 
freedman of the apostle, said: In the middle of the night the apoatle sent 
for me and told me that he was ordered to pray for the dead in this cemetery 
and that I was to go with him. I went; and when he stood among them he 
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darkness one after the other, the last being worse than tbe first.' Then he 
turned to me wd said, 'I have been given the choice between the keys of the 
treasuries of this world and long life here followed by Paradise, and meet ing 
my Lord and Paradise (at once).' I urged him to choose the former, but 
he said that he had chosen the latter. Then he prayed for the dead there 
and went away. Then it was that the illness through which God took him 
began. 

Ya'qiih b. 'Utba from Muhammad b. Muslim al-ZuhrI from 'Ubay_ 
dullah b. 'Abdullah h. 'Utha b. Mas'iid from 'A'isha, the prophet's wife, 
said: The apostle returned from the cemetery to find me suffering from 
a severe headache and I was saying, '0 my head I' He said, 'Nay, 'A'isha, 
o my head I' Then he !Illid, 'Would it distress you if you were to die before 
me so that I might wrap you in your mroud and pray .overyou and bury 
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you?' I said, 'Methinks I see you if you had done that returning to my 
house and spending a bridal night thercin with one of your wives.' The 
apostle smiled and then his pain overcame him as he was going the round 
of his wives, until he was overpowered in the house of Maymlina. He 
called his wivts and asked their pennission to be nursed in my house, 
and they agreed (918). 

THE APOSTLE'S ILLNESS IN THE HOUSE O F  'A.'ISHA.' 

The apostle went out Wlliking between two men of his family, one of 
whom was al-FaQ.l b. al-'Abbas. His head was bound in a cloth and his 
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(T. but that 'A'isha oould not bring herself to speak well of him though 
she was able to do so). 

Then the apostle's illness worsened and he suffered much pain. He 
said, 'Pour seven skillll of water from different wells over me so that I may 
go out to the men and illlltruct them.' We made him sit down in a tub 
belonging to l;Iaf,a d. 'Umar and we poured Wllter over him until he cried, 
'Enough, enough!' 

Al-Zuhri saidthatAyyiibb. Bashirtold himthatthe apostie went out 
with hill head bound up and sat in the pulpit. The first thing he uttered 
was a prayer over the men of U1;tud asking God's forgiveness for them and 
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has cbosen the latter.' Abu Bakr perceived that he meant himself and he 
wept, saying, 'Nay, we and our children will be your ransom.' He replied, 
'Gently, Abu Bakr,' adding, 'See to these doors that open on to the mosque 
and shut them except one from Abu Bakr', house, for I know no one who is 
a better friend to me than he' (919). 

'Abdu'I-Ra1)man b. 'Abdullah told me from one of the family of Sa'id 
b. al-Mu'alla that the apostle said in his speech that day, 'If I were able 
to choose a friend on earth I ",ould choose Abu Bakr, but comradeship 
and brotherhood in the faith remain until God unites us in His presence.' 

Muhammad b. Ja'far b. al-Zubayr told me from 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr and 
other learned men that the apostle found the people tardy in joining the 
expedition of Usama b. Zayd while he was suffering, so he went out with 
his head bound up until he sat in the pulpit. Now people had criticiud the 
leadership of Udma, saying, 'He has put a young man in command of the 
best of the emigrants and the helpers.' After praising God as is His due he 
said,'O men, dispatch Usama'sforce, for though you criticize his lead ership 
as you criticized the leadership of his father before him, he isjust aswo rthy 
of the command as his father was.' Then he came down and the people [007 
burried on with their preparations. The apostle's pain became severe and 

, 1.1.'1 tndition from 'A.'uho continu ... 
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Ulama and hi, army went out as rar as al-Jurf, about a stage from Medina, 
and encamped there and men gathered to him. When the apostle became 
seriously ill Usilma and his m�n stayed there to see what God would 
decide about the apostle. 

Zuhri said that 'AbduUah b.Ka'bb. l\1l1lik toldhimthatthe apostiesaid 
on the day that he asked God'. forgiveness for the men of U�ud, '0 
j\'luhlljin, behave kindly to the An�r. for other mm increase but they in the 
nature of things cannot grow more numerous. They were my ronstant 
comfort and support. Sotreat theirgood menwelland forgive thO$eofthem 
who are remiss.' Then he came dO\\'n and entered his house and his pain 
increased until he was exhausted. Then some of his wives gathered 10 
him, Umm Salama and l\1aymuna and some of the wives of the Muslims, 
among them Asmi' d. 'Umays while his uncle 'Abbb was widl him, and 
they agreed to force him to take medicine. 'Abbls said, 'Let me force 
him,' but they did it. When he recovered he asked who had treated him 
thus. When they told him it was his uncle he laid, 'This is a medicine 
which women have brought from that country,' and he pointed in the 
dircction of Abys.sinia. When he asked why they had done that his uncle 
said, 'We were afraid that )'Ou would get pleurisy;' he replied, 'That is a 
disease which God would not afflict me with. Let no one stop in the house 
until they have been forced to take this medicine, except my uncle.' 

1008 Maymuna was forced to take it although she was fasting beclluse of the 
apostle'soath, as a punishment for what they had done to him. 

T.IBog (T. Muhammad b. Ja'far b. a1-Zubayr told me from 'Urwa b. a1_ 
Zubayr that 'A'isha told him that when they &aid that they were afraid 
that he would get pleurisy he &aid, 'That i, something which comes from 
thedevil, andGodwouldnotletit have power over me.') 

Sa'id b. 'Ubayd b. al-Sabb5q from Muhammad b. Ullma from his 
father told me that when the apostle's illness became severe heand the men 
came down to Medina and he went in to the apostle who was unable to 
speak. He began to lift his hand towards hea\'en and then bring it down 
upon him, from which he knew that he was blessing him. 

Ibn ShiMb al-Zuhri told me from 'Ubayd b. 'Abdullah b. 'Utba from 
'A'isha that she used 10 hear the apostle say, 'God never takes a prophe t 
to Himself without giving him the choice.' When he was at the point of 
death the last word I heard the apostle saying was, 'Nay, rather the Exalt ed 
Companion of paradise." I said (to myself), Then by God he is not choosing 
us! And I knew that that wu what he used to tell us, namely that a prophet 
does not die without being given the choice. 

AI-Zuhrl said, I:!amza b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar told me that '.�'iaha said 
'When the prophet became seriously ill he ordered the people to tell 
Abu Blkr to superintend the prayen. 'A'isha told him that Abu Bakr ..... as 
a delicate man with a weak \'oice ..... ho wept much when he read the Quran. 
He repeated hilorder nevertheleu, and I repeated my ohjection. Heuid, 

, cr. Siln 4. 7'. 
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behave thUi unless the Ilpo11tJe had come, 80 he withdrew from hit place; 
butthe llpostlepulhed him in the back, u.ying, 'Lead the men in prayer,' 
and the apostle latat hillide praying in a litting po8ture on the right of 
AbliBakr. When he had ended prayer he turned 10 the men andlpoke 
to them with a loud voice which could be heard ouuide the mosque: 
'O men, the fire is lr.indled, and rebellions come liketbe darkness of the 
night. By God,you can lay nothing to my charge. I allow only what the 
QuranaIloWl and forbid only what the Ouran forbids.' 

When he had ended these words Abu Bakr laid to him: '0 prophet 
of God, I aee that this moming you enjoy the favour and goodnesa of God 
as we desire; today is the day of Bint Khlrija. May I go to hed' The 
apostle agreed and went indoortand Abu Bakr went to hi.s wife  inal-Sunl;t. 

A1-Zuhrfsaid, and 'Abdullah b. IU'b b. Milik from 'Abdullah b. 'Abbh 
told me: That day 'Ali went out from the apolltle and the men aslr.ed him 

.0 •• how the apostle was and he replied that thankt be to God he had recovered. 
'Abbls took him by the hand and said, "Ali,threenighu hence you will be 
lIaLave. l lwear byGod that l recogrili;eddeath inthe lipostle'a face as I 
used to recognize it in the faces of the eoM of 'Abdu'I-Munalib. So let 
UI go to the ap08t1e; if lluthority is 10 be with UI, we ahall know il, and ifit 
is to be with othen we will request him to enjoin the people to treat UI 
well.' 'Air answered: 'By God, I will not. If it is withheld from UI none 
after him will give it to us.' The apostle died with the heat of noon that day. 

Ya'qiib b. 'Utba from al-Zuhrf from 'Urwa from 'A'isha sa.id: The 
apostle came back to me from the mosque that day and lay in my bosom, 
A man ofAbli Bw's family came in to me with II toothpick in his hand 
andthe apostJelooked. at it in .uch a waYlhat I knew he wanted it, and 
when I asked him if he wanted me to give it him he sa.id Yes; eo I took it 
and chewed it for him to soften it and gave it to him. Herubbed his teelh 
with it more energetically than I had ever seen him mb before; then he 
Laid it down. I found him heavy in my boIom and as I looked into hi.s 
face, 10 hit eyes were fixed and he waasaying, 'Nay, the IIlC¥t Exalted Com· 
panion is of paradise.' I Aid, 'You were given the choice and you have 
chosen, by Him Who sent you withthetmthl' AndlO theapottlewaataken. 

Yal;tyl b. 'Abbld b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father told me 
that he heard 'A'iaha say: The apostle died. in my bosom during my turn: 
I had wronged none in r�rd �o him. It was due to my ignorance and 
extreme youth that theapottle d.ed.in myanns. Then I laid hit head o n a  
pillow and got u p  he:ating my breast and Ilapping my face Ilong with the 

IOU other women, 
Al-Zuhrf laid, and Sa'id h. al-Musayyib from Abu Hurayra told me: 

When the .pottle wu dead 'Umar got up .nd laid: 'Some of the dis
affected will Illege tbat the .pottle isdead,but byGodheitnotdead: he 
hu gone to hit Lord III Motea b. 'Imrln went and was hidden from hi.s 
people for fony days, rrturning to them after itwu aaid that he had died. 
By God, the .pottle will return III Motea returned and will cut off the 
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hands and feet of men who alIegc that thc apoatlc ia dead.' When Abu 
Bah heard what was happening hc camt to thc door of thc mosquc u 
'Umar was .peaking to thc peoplc. Hc paid no attention but went in to 
'A'isha', boUle to thc apostlc, who was lying covered by a mantle of 
Yamanl cloth. He went and uncovered his face and kissed him, saying, 
'You are dearer than my father and mother. You have tasted the death 
wruch God had decreed: altCOnd death will never overtake you.' Then he 
repbced the mantle on the apostle'. face and went out. 'UmIT was .till 
apewng and hc said, 'Gently, 'Urnaf, be quiet.' But 'Urnar refused and 
went on tallting, and when Abii Bakrsaw that he would not be lilent he 
went forward to the people who, whcn they heard hia words, came to rum 
and Icft 'Urnar. Giving thanb and praiae to God he said: '0 men, if 
anyone worahipe Muhammad, Muharnmad is dead: if anyone worahipa 
God,Godia alivc, immortal.' Thenhe rtcitedthiavcrae: 'Muhammadia 
nothing but an apoltle. Apoetlea have paued aWlly btfore him. Can it 
bethat ifhe wtrc to dicorbe killed youwould tumbackoDyourhee1s� 
Hcwho tuma back does no b.ann to God and God will reward the grateful." 
By God, it was as though the people did not know that this verse (f. 
concerning the apo&tle) had come down until AbU Bakrreeited it that day. 
Thc people took it from him and it WQ (col\8tantly) in their mouths. 1013 
'Umar said, 'By God, when I heard Abu Bakr reeite these wonb I wu 
dumbfounded 10 that my lcgs would not bcar me and I fell to the ground 
knowing that thc apostle wu indeed dtad.' 

THE MEETING IN THE HALL OF B. SA'IDA 

When the .poetle was ta1en this clan of the Anflr gathered round Sa'd 
b. 'Ublda in the hall of B. SI'ida., and 'All and a1.Zubayr b. al.'AwwJ.m 
and Ta.JtIa b. 'UbayduUah aeparated themaclvea in Filima'i house while 
the reat of the Muhajirln gathered round Abu Bah acoompani� by 
Unyd b. l;Iu4ayr with the B. 'Abdu'I·Aahhal. Then someone came 10 
Abu Baltr and 'Umar telling them that thit clan of the An,lr had gathered 
round S.'d in the hall ofB. SI'ida. 'lfyou want to have command of the 
people, then take it beforctheir action bteorneaacrioul.' Nowthe apostle 
wllitill in hia houac, the burial arrangemenu not having been completed, 
and hil family had lockcd the door of the house. 'Umar.uid, 'I lIid to 
Abu Bakr, Lct ta go  to these our brotbera of the Anflr to aee what thcy 
ar
�::::exion with these eventa 'Abdulbh b. 'Abii Bakr told me from 

Ibn Shihib al·Zubrl from 'Ubaydullah b. 'AbduUah b. 'Utba b. Mu'ud 
from 'Abdullah b. 'Abbls who laid, I WII waiting for 'Abdu'I.RaJ:amln 
b. 'Auf in his atation in MinI while he was with 'Umar in the lut pil. 
grimage which 'OmIT pcrfonned. When he returned he found me WlIiling, 
for I wu teachiag him 10 read the Quran. 'Abdu'I·Rabmln said to me: 

' SI1"3· '38. 
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Did nOI Iheaposlleaay, 'Donol praise me exlraV1lgantly as Jesua son 
of Mary WlIS praised and say The servanl and the apostle of God/' J 
have heard that someone laid, 'If 'Umar were dead I would hail So-and·lOo' 
Don't let a man deceive himself by saying Ihat the acceptance of Abu 
Bakr was an unpremeditated affair' which was ratified. Admittedly it wu 
that, but God averted the evil of it. There is none among you to wham 
peoplewould devote themselves astheydidto AbuBakr. Hewho accepta 
a man u I'lIler without coraulting the Muslims, luch acceptance has no 
validity for either of them: they are in danger of being killed. What 
happened was that when God took away His apoetJe the An�;ir opposed us 
and gathered with their chiefs in the hall of B. SI'ida; and 'Ali and 
al.Zubayr and their companions withdrew from Ulj while the Muhijirln 
gathered to Abu Bakr. 

I told Abu Bakr that we should go to our brothers the �iir, so we went 
off 10 go to them when two honest fellows met ua and told us of the oon
elusion the people had come to. They asked us where we were going, and 
when we lold them they laid that there WlIS no need {or us to approach 
them and we must make our own decision. I said, 'By God, we will go 
to them: and we found them in the hall ofB. SI'ida. In the middle of 
them wu a man wn.pped up. In answer to my inquiries they said that he 
wu &I'd b. 'UbAda and that he was ill. When we lat down their Bpeaker 
pronounced. the sh6h4da and praised God as \\-... fitting and then can· 
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to aettle.' ('Umar) said, 'And 10, they were trying to c:ut us off from our 
origin andWTeSt aUlhority from u.s.'� When he had finished I wanted to 

..,.., or .. klehitiotM Mainnin ........ U !IDown in l.l.'. ume. It continu .. : 'lfan oduh 
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10.6 speak, for I had prepared s llpeedl in my mind which pleaaed me much. 
I wanted to produce it before AbO. Bah and I wu trying to IOftena certain 
asperity of his; but AbO Bakr said, 'Gently, 'Umar!' I did not like to 
anger him and fO he spoke. He waa a man with more knowledge and dignity 
than I,andbyGodhedidnotomit' linglewordwhich I had thought of 
and he uttered it in his inimitableWlY better than I eould have done. 

He said: 'All the good that you have taid about younelvea Ui deserved. 
But theArabt will recogniu authority on1y in uu. clan of Ouraysh, they 
being the best of the Arab. in blood and country. I offer you one of these 
two men: accept which you please.' Thul saying he tooJr. hold of my hand 
andthatofAbu 'Ubayda b.a1-J�whowas sitting between us. Nothing 
he said diapleased me more than that. ByGod, I would ratherhaveeome 
forward and have had my head atruck off-ifthltwere nOlin-than rule 
over a people of whom Abu Bah was one. 

OneoftheAr\flrsaid: 'l am therubbingpostandthefruitfulpropped_up 
palm.' Let UI have one ruler and you another, 0 Ouraysh.' Altercation 
waxed hotter and voices were raised until when a complete breach waa 10 
be feared I said, 'Stretch out your hand, AbO Bah.' He did 10 and [ 
paid him homage; the Muhljirin followed and then theAJI#.r. (In doing 
so) we jumped on Sa'd b. 'UbJda and fOmeone said that we had killed him. 
1 said, 'God kill him.' 

Al-Zubri said that 'Urwa b. al-Zubayr told him that one of the two 
men whom they met on the Wly to the hall was 'Uwaym b. SJ'ida and the 
other waa Ma'n b. 'Adly, brother of B. al-'Ajlln. Concerning 'Uwaym we 
have heard that when the apostle wu asked who were those of whom God 
said 'In it are men who love to purify themsdvCl and God lovea those who 
purifythemselvea','the apostle uid thlt the best man ofthemwu 'Uwaym 
b. SI'ida. A. to Ma'n, we have heard that when mt'll wept overthe apostle', 
death and uid that they wiahed that they had died before him becauae 
they feared that they would aplit up into faction., he said that he did no t 

1017 wlnt to die before him so that he could bear witnesa to his truth when he 
wudead as he had done when he waa alive. Ma'n was killed on the day 
of al-Yamhna II a martyr in the caliphate of Abu Bah, the day of 
Musaylima the arch-liar. 

AI-Zuhri told me on the authority of Anas b. Milik: On the morrow of 
Abu Bakr'lI acccptance in the hall heaat in the pulpit and 'Umar got up 
and spoke before him, ana after praising God IS was mcct he said, '0 

1' . •  h8 men, yesterday I said fOmething (T- based on my own opinion and) 
which I do not find in God', book nor WIS it something which the aposde 
entrusted to me; but I thought that the apostle would order our affaifl 
(T. until) be wu the lut of WI (alive). God hu left His book with you, 

p"_ri.O(lfUt importanco lnthltit.bowobowtheEmi ..... u ....,rethmthedominatin& 
panyand Mo«fonh the An", would ha .... \0 tIoh . ... bon:IiNte pIKe. 

' i  ... . IIIIIII .. bocucunopeople·.iIlo allod. d htld ill biah au-cm b«o_of bi1 Irut u_ 
paier.cc · SO,.O. '''9 
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that by which He guided His apostle, and if yo II hold fast to that God will 
guideyoll as He guided him. God has placed YOllr affairs in the handt of 
the best one amongyolI, lhe companion ofthe apostle, "the second oflhe 
two when they were in the cave",' so arise and swear fealty to him.' 

!
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the people swore fealty to Abu Bah as a body after the pledge 
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me nght. Truth consists in loyalty and falsehood in treachery. The weak 
among you shall be strong in my eyes until 1 secure his right if God will; 
and the strong among yOIl Ihall be weak in my eyes until 1 wrestlhe right 
from him. If a people refrain from fighting in the way of God, God will 
smite them with disgrace. Wickedness is never widespread in a people 
but God brings calamity upon them all. Obey me as long as 1 obey God 
and His apostle, and if 1 disobey them you owe me no obedience. Arise 
to prayer. God have mercy on you.' 

I:fuaayn b. 'Abdullah told me Crom 'lkrima,Crom Ibn 'Abbb who aaid: 
'When 'Umar Will caliph 1 was walking with him while he was intent on 1018 
busin..:ss ofhis. We were alone and he had a whip in his liand, and uhe 
talked to himself he swished the side of his legs with his whip. A. he 
turned 10 me he asked me if I knew what induced him to speak as he did 
when the apostle died. I lIid that only he could know that, and he went on: 
"ltwas becaust I used to read 'thus we have made you a middle people 
that you may be witnesses against men and that tbe apostle may be a 
witneu against you:' and by God I thought that the apostle ,,"'OUld remain 
among his people until he c:ould witlleu against them as to the last things 
they did. That was what induced me to say what 1 did.'" 

TilE BURIAL PREPARATIONS 

When fealty had been sworn to Abu Bur men elme to prepare the apostle 
for bllrial on the Tuesday. 'Abdullahb. Abu Bakr and l;lusayn b. 'Abdullah 
and others of our companions told me that 'All and 'Abbb and his lOllS 
.1-Fa�1 and Qutham, and Uslma b. Zayd, and Shuqrin freedman of the 
apostle were those who took charge of the wlllhing of him; and that Aus 
b. Khauli, one of B. 'Auf b. al-Khazraj, yid, 'I adjure you by God, 'Ali, and 
by our share in the apostle.'l Aus was oneof the apostle's companions who 
had been at Badr. 'Ali gave him pennission to enter and he came in and 
aat down and was present at the wllihing of tht apostle. 'AIi drew him 
on to his breast and 'Abbb and al_Fal,U and Qlltham turned him over 
along with him. Udma and Shuqrin poured the water over him, while 
'Alr washed him, having drawn him towards his breast. He still wore his 
.hirt with which he rubbed him from tht outside without touching the 

' S  .... 9· .... • ",.·thatYOllwill l n me t  .. ktpart' or -..e luch .podooi l 
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'0'9 apostle'. body with his hand the while he said, 'Oearer than my father 
and my mother, how sweet you are alive and dead!' The apostle's body 
did not present the appearance of an ordinary oorpse. 

Ya1).y� b. 'Abbid b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father 'Abbld 
from 'A'isha: When they wanted to wash the apostle dispute arose. They 
did not know whether they were to strip him of his clcthes as they llripped 
their dead or to wash him with his clothes on. As they disputed God east 
a deep skcp upon them 10 that every man'. chin wlS sunk on his chest. 
Then a voice. came from the direction of the house, none knowing who it 
was: 'Wash the apostle with his clothes on.' So they got up and went 
to the apostle and washed him with his shirt on, pouring water on the 

T. 1831 shirt, and rubbing him with the shirt between him and them (T. 'A'isba 
used to uy, 'Had Ilr.nown at the beginning of my affair what I knew at the 
end of it none but his wives would havewaahed him'). 

Ja'far b. Muhammad b. 'Ali b, al-J::Iusayn from his father from his 
grandfather 'Ali b. al-J::Iusayn, and al-Zuhri from 'AIi b. al-l;Iuuyn, sai t;l 
that when the apostle had been washed he waa wrapped in three garments, 
two of$u�lr malr.e' and a striped mantle WTlIpped the one over the other. 

Buuyn b, 'Abdullah told me from 'Ikrima from Ibn 'Abb18: Now 
AbU 'Ubayda b. al-Jarr�1] used 10 open the ground as the Meceans dig, 
andAbu Tall]a Zayd b, Sahl used todig graves for theMedinans andto 
make a niche in them and when they wanted to bury the apostle al-'Abbaa 
called two men and told one to go to Abu 'Ubarda and the other to Abu 
Ta.I.I]a saying, '0 God, chOO6C for (T. thy) the apostle.' The one sent to 
Abu Tal�a found his man and brought him and he dug the grave with the 
niche for the apostle.' 

When the preparations for burial had been oompleted on the Tuesday 
he was laid upon his bed in his house. The Muslims had disputed over the 
place of burial. Some were in fa\'our of burying him in his mosque, while 
others wanted to bury him wilh his companions. Abu Bur &aid, 'I heard 
the apostle aay, "No prophet dies but he is buried where he died" ' ;  so 

.010 the bed on which he died was taken up and they made a grave heneath it. 
Then the people came to visit the apostle praying over him by companies: 
first came the men, then the women, then the children (T. then the 
slava). No man acted as im1m in the prayera over the apostle. The 
apostle waa buried in the middle of the night of the Wednesday. 

'AbduUah b. Ahu Balr.rtold me from hi' wife Fllima d. (1'- Muhammad 
b.) 'Um"n from 'Amra d. 'Abdu'l-Ral]min b. Sa'd b. Zulira that 'A'isha 
said: We knew nothing about the burial of the apostle until we heard the 
lOund of the pickaxes in the middle of the Wednesday night. Ibn lshaq 
said: Filima toldme this tradition 

Those who descended into the grave were 'Ali and aI-Fa"l and Qutham 

' Th.,., .,., r- to...". ofllli . ........ ono in lho Yanun .J>d lhcolhcr in ol.Y.m1 .... in B  
T.m;m",tritof)' 

• All Mwhm a .... ncon .. in tlu. nic:hc or receoo. 
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the tons of'Abbis, and Shuqrin. Ausimplored 'A!I in tbe name of God 
and his ,hare in the apoatle to let him dtsttnd, and he let him go with the 
others. When the apostle was laid in his grave and the eanhwas laid over 
him Shuqrln his freedman took a garment which the apostle used to wear 
imd use as a rug and buried (T. cast) it in the graveaaying, 'By God, none 
'h
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the .postle. He used to say, 'I took my ring and let it fall into the grave 
anduid, Myrir).ghas dropptd. But I threw it in purposely that I might 
touch the apostle and be the last nun to be with him.' 

My father Is�lq b. Yuir told me from Miqsam, freednun of 'Abdullah 
b . •  1-1:lIrith b. Naufal, from his freedman 'Abdullah b. al-I:llrith: I went 
on the little pilgrimage with 'Ali in the time of 'Umar or 'Uthmln and he loal 
visited hi, sister Umm Hlni' d. Abu Tllib. When he had finished his 
pilgrimage (T. I poured out) ablution water was poured out for him and he 
washed. When he had finiahedlOme Iraqis came in saying that they hid 
come to ask him about a matter on which they would like him to give them 
lOme information. He said, 'I .uppose that al-Mughtra tells you that he was 
the last person to be with the apostlel' When they P.id that that wu to, 
��

b
��:

' 
'He lies. The lut man to be with the apostle was Qutham b. 

�ili� b. Kaysan told me from al-Zuhri from 'Ubaydullah b. 'Abdullah 
b. 'Utba that 'A'isha told him: The apostle wore a black cloak when he 
luffered aevere pain. Sometimes he would put it over his face, at others he 
would take it off, sayingthewhile,'God.laya people whochoosethegraves 
of their prophets as mosques,' warning his community against .uch a 
practice. 

On the aame authority I wu told that the last injunction the apostle 
give was in his words'Letnot two religions beleft in the Arabian peninsula.' 
(T. The apostle died on the Ilth Rabi'u-l-awwal on the very day that he T. 1834 
came to Medina as an emigrant, having completed exactly twelve yean 
in hi. migration.) When the apostle was dead the Mus lims were tore 
Ilricken. l haveheardthat 'A'ishaused toaay,'Whenthe apostie died the 
Anbt .postatized and Christianity and Judaism raised their heads and 
diuffectionappeared. The MUIlitrul became as shetp exposed to ninon I 
winter'l night through the loss of their prophet until God united them 
under Abu Bakr'(9"lo). 

1:lasB�n aaid mourning the apottle' 

Tell the poor that plenty has lcft them 
With the prophet who departed from them this morning. 
Who was it who has a saddle and a camel for me, 
My ramily'sBustenan(:ewhenrain fails� 
Or with whom can we argue without anxiety 
When the tongue runs Iway with a man 1 

' Y  
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He was the light and r.he brilliance we followed. 
He was tight and hearing&eCOnd only to God. 
The day they laid him in the gravc 

�:�:���r����!� �:� ����\'ed him! 
The Banii'[-Najjirwere utterly abascd, 
But it was a thing dccrccd by God. 
The booty was divided to the cxc!usion of all the peop[e 
And theyscauered it optnly and UKleMly among themselves. I 

f.{assln abosaid: 

I Iwear that no IYl2Il is more careful than I 
In Iwearing an oath true and without falsehood. 
By God,no womanhas conceivcd andgivenbirth 
To onc like the apostle the prophet and guide of his people; 
Nor has God crcated among his crtatures 
Onc morc faithful to hit IOjoumer or his promise 
Than hcwho .... oas thc lOurcc of our light, 
Bleued inhit deeds, just,and upright. 
YourwivCII Itripped thetenls in mourning 
And did nOlstrike the pcgs bchind the curtains. 
Likc nunl thcy put on garmcnu of hair 
Certain of misery afterhappinas. 
o best of men, I was as it wcrc in a rivcr 
Without ..... hich I havc becomclonely in my thint (9ZI). 

' Appl..,nlly 'the people' I"' lh. Antlr lnd 'lh�' lr. lh. Qu .. y.h. The connezion of 
thi.Hne .. itll lh. prec�inl il ob ... u..,. Thio lnd the following poem come vii 1.1 

j 
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' .... 'Akk dwelt in the Yaman !xeause he took a wife among tM Ash'arites 
and lived with them and adopted their language, The Ash'arites are 
descended from Ash'ar b. Nabt b. Udad b, :layd b. HumaYM' b. 'Amr b, 
'Arib b. Yashjub b. Zayd b. Kahlin b. Saba' b, Yashjub b. Ya'rub b_ 
Qal)\an, Others say Ash'ar is Nabt b. Udad; or that Aah'at was the son 
of MiUik who was Madhl)ij b, Udad b. Zayd b. Hwnayu.'; Ol Aah'ar ia the 
son of Saba' b. Yll$hjub. , 

Abu Mul)riz: Khalaf al-Al,Imar and Abu 'Ubayda quoted to me the fol1ow_ 
ing verse of 'Abbas b. Mirdia who belonged to B, Sulaym b. Mansur b 

:��U: i�'w�he�a�: �as�:ro�hi
'
$AJ!!:�� f���;.!': 

Nidr b. MI'.dd b 

And 'Akk b. 'Adnln who made a mock of' GhaNin 
Until they were driven out oomp]ete]y. 

Ghauan isthenameofthe water gotfrom thedamat Mirib'in theYaman 
which wu drunk by the deseendanlS of Mhin b. aJ-Aad b. al-Ghtuth and 
they were named after it, Others18Y that Ghassin is the name of water at 
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b. Milik b. Zayd b. Kahlln b, Saba' b. Yashjub b. Ya'nob b, Qa1;ltin. Among 
the verses of l;Iasdn b. Thlbit aI-An�rl-1he An�r being the tribes of AUI 
and Khazmj, the two sonsofl;liritha b. Tha'lal»ob, 'Amrb. 'Amir b.l;liritha 
b, Imru'ul-Qays b. Tha'laba b. Mlzin b. al-Asd b. aI_Ghauth-is this: 

�1�1� �s
k 
o�'7�;r�;a;;;:::; �o:�::; water, 

The Yamanites and some of the 'Akk who live in Khufislin report their 
descent from' Akk b. 'Adnin b. 'Abdullah b. aI-Asd b. al_Ghauth, Others say 
'Udthin in the placc of 'Adnin. 
IS, The 'Yarnanires aay QuQ.i'a was the son of Mllik b. I:fimyar. 'Amr b. 
Murm al-Juhani-Juhayna b. Zayd b. Layth b.Sudb.A.slamb. al-l;l,u b 
QuQ.l'a--said 

Sona of the noble renowned sh.akyh we are, 
Qu<J.i'. sonof MA]ik sonof�limyar 
Ourdeseent is famou • •  ndundisputed, 
It is engraved on stone beneath the pulpit.' 

,6. The name is alao writtcn Qanq. 
'7. Lakhm was the son of 'Ad;y b. al_l;Iirith b. Murra b. Udad b. Zayd b. 
HumaylU!' b. 'Ami- b. 'Arm b. Yuhjub b. Zayd h. Kahllin b. Saba'. Others 
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'Amir'l migration thence, 
' A  ... adingfal_I>oi 'got then.meof' 7i�kb o be".r..,nu 
' OrM.·rib h .... . nd he  ..... nd.r. 
J Mu,haIl.1 i • •  mounllin n •• r Modm.. Al_Jul;lf. lico on the Modin.--MCCQI road.. 
' The oe<:ond hemiotieh i. miosill.ll in W.'. edition ond ,be fint io tohn ... cluopt .. -

=��Y
.
'���:",riI>esJul:tf." ,he ruin of on old cilJ thltone . ..... ofccoaidcnbl • •  i •• 
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.. , 
HOW '.4.MR 8. 'AMIR LEFT THE YAMAN AND TilE STORY OF 

THR DAM OF ;\\XRIII 

The caUH of 'Amr'. migration from the Yaman .1 it WIIS told me by Abu 
Zayd al-Antlrl i, as folloWl: 'Amr aaw • I'1It bUrrowing in the dam at 
Mlirib where they used 10 hold back the water and then direcl it where it wa 
most ne.oded. He pclccived dl&t the dam could nOI last IlIld he dc:tennined 
10 leave tht Yarnan. He propoaed 10 deceive hi. people in this wise. He 
ordered hil youngest lIOn to gct up and hit him in retaliation for hil roug h 
treatment; and when he did so 'Amr JIIid publicly that he would not go on 
living in aland where the youngelt .on oould slap hi. rather'. face. Heoffered 
hi. goods for sale and the principal men of the YIlffiIln look advantage, lIS 
lhey thought, ofhu B8e, and bought hispfOPC'ny, and he went off with hil 
IIOnl and grandchildren. The Azdites said that they would not remain if 
• Amr I.,(t the country 8Q they sold their propeny and went with him. They 
travelled until they ClIme to the land of the 'Akk tribe which they �m::l"'tcd, 
desiringto find!lettlements. 'Akk look up arITll againll them, but the fighting 
WII indeci.ive. It wu of thit that 'Abba. b. Mirdll composed the ver.c on 
p. 6. After thi. they mo\·ed on and wcnt their .... ...:ral wpy. in Ihe landt 

������n: b�;�� ��;a-:l: :I_��II; ��� =d �aun:� : 

Then God ,enl a torrent against the dam and destroyed it. Concerning 
thit event God revesled to hit prophet Muhammad: 'Saba' in their dwelling_ 
plsce had a lign: two gsrdenl one to the right and another to the left; (they, 
"'e", eommanded) Eat from whst your Lord hu fumished and be grateful 
to Him. It it a goodly land and a forgiving Lord. But they tumed away and 
We KIlt againatthem the torrent of al·'Mm.') Thit Istter word meant 'dams'; 
ill singular i, 'Qn'lIUI ICoording to what Abu 'Ubayda told me. 

AI-A'sM of B. Qar- b. Tha'iaba b. 'Ukiiba b. Sa'b b. 'Aly b. Bakr b. 
Wi'il b, Hinb b. Afp b. Jadila b. Aaad b, Rabra b, Nizllr b. Ma'add 
(Olhers $Illy MtJ b. Ou'mib. }Idila.) AI·A'.hi' (MaymOn b. Qays b.}andal b. ShariQ.n b. 'Aw b. So'd b. OUblY'1 b. Oaf' b. Tha'lab.a) wrote the 
foJlowing lines: 

He",in is a moral for him who loob for it 
The darns (that were breached) destroyed Marib 
(l:Iimyarhad built them of marble fOfthem. 

���:� �:i�=:::sl��t �:r i�
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It "' .... U..w.the croJn Ind the vines). 
'fhen theybecame Windercraunable 
To give drink to the.f tender babel." 

I M.n, caned Man .L_:(:aharin (and Man :(: ..... <in), ;1. day', journey fr(lm 1II..,�a 

: �: �.::t: ::7:� �::�·in:.:::�1 ::.t�:,U�:."'D. II. MUlk, in 
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Umayya b. Abu ai-Salt Ihe Thaqafile-the name of Thaqif i. Qasiy b 
Munabbih b. Uakr b. Hawbin b. Man�ur b. 'Ikrima b. Khasafa b. Qays b 
'Aylan b. Mul;lar b. Ni�ar b. Ma'add b. 'Adnln-reciled 

From Saba' who dwell in l\Urib when 
They built dam. again$t iu torrent 

Thi, vene occun in a poem of his, but it i • •  lso auribuled tOII.Nlbigah 
II-JI'di whose name was Qay. b. 'Abdullah, one of B. Ja'da b. Ka'b b 
Rab,a b. 'Amir b. Sa'I}I'a b. MU'>1wiya b. Bakr b. Hawbin, But thil i, a 
��:

n
��Ory which I am compelled to cut .hon lor Ihe reawns I have already 

T 909 an���:; �t;:� �:o:���:��h§�' !i!::�
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him whether he had anything of importance to eommunicate, .nd in the 
customary rhymes of sai' he told him in reply to the question whether any 
king would fight with Tubba', 'No, but the king of Ghau�n had a $On whose 
kingdom would be 'urpassed by a man of great piety, helped by the Almighty, 
deKribed in the paalm.; hi. people would be favoured by revelation, he 
would dispel dulmeu by light, Al;lmad the: prophet. How bleued hil people 
when he comes, one of the IOnl of Lu'ayy of B. Qupyy!' Tubba' tcnt fora 
oopy of the ptalml,examined them, and found thedeseriptionoCtheprophet. 

Ibn hl;lAq ginned and a ... embled the following traditionl from what 
Sa'id b. Jubayr told him from I. 'Abbls and .ome learned YamanT tradi
tionist: A Lakhmid king was in Yaman in the territory of the Tubba<, 
of Himyar called Rabf'. b. Natr. Before him there had reigned in the 

�:r;: ��?::rID���:d:':�I:ia ':��i�:��.!7�:)':�'
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China and built Samarqand and dilOOtllfited a1.l:Iira.J Heit"1!u whosaid' 
l am Shamre AbO Kuib al-YaminT 
I imported hOl'lCllromYaman and Syria 
That I might ..,ndthe .laves who rebelled against UI 
In 'Athm snd Yim beyond China.-
We n..!e in thcirland bya jUlit law 
Thll no creature c:&n transgrtSS.) 

18. The Yamlnitea and Bajna uy the B. AnmAr b. huh b. Lil;lyln b. 'Amr 
b. al·Ghauth b. Nabt b. MAlik b. Zayd b. Kahl�n b. Saba'. Anothervcnion 
:: ��:;'��rb.Lil;lyanb. al-Ghauth. The home of the BajOaand Khath'am 

�?�;� meant 'doubt' in the l:Iimyan tongue. Abil 'Amr mid it meant 

��'al���;::;�� to Khalaf al-AJ:unar his name wu al-Nu'min b. al·Mundhir 

It. Some say al-Rl'i.h. 
, AJ. 1.H. hu obnously .... t Ollt mllCh ofwb.ol l.l. hlOd written andoo lh. foUOwina; 

u.tnd from Toht.ri·. ,,<nior\ of 1.1. io Idt in the ai •• 1 have i""luded il hef'C • 
• Hue foll..- hio ....-locJ .. hid> 10 aiVlt1l. by 1.I . .. l>m he deaLo "';lh AbO Karib. 
J A poo< """ 
· Yimioin theYaman. Thcnun. 'Athm iounknowriandtbereo.din&ioootceruin. 



u. Thcorder should bt: Yashjub b.Ya'rubb. Qal;ltln. 

26. The rhyming words are not inRected. 
27. In Ba]:lrayn according to what a scholar told me. 
28. Another reading is lib4bililHibi. 
29. Nokhm4s is a l;Iimyari word meaning 'head'. 

From the 'lriqi land which an ukhdudwaters 
Between the desert and thc palm 

.. , 

Here the word means a canal. The mark of a sword or a knife in the skin is 
called uklldiid and so is the weal from the cut ofa whip 
31. His mother was al-Dhi'ba and his name was Rabr. b. 'Abdu Yilil b. 
Silim b. Miilik b. l;Iutayt b. Jusharnb. Qasiy 

The Ethiopians On yourl.nd shall bear 
Ruling from Abyan toJurash evt:rywhere. 

And what Shiqq the soothsayer meant when he said' 
The blacka on your land shall bear, 
Pluck your little ones from your care, 
Ruling from Abyanto Najnlneverywhere 
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3]. The e:lprenion liyUw6¥i'jl means 'make to coincide' and muwdta'Q. 
means 'agreement'. The Arab. lay wdta't .. lta 'ald h4dJU2'/.amr, meaning 
'I agru with you in tlu.t· 

1Id· in�try means ·coincidence·,i.e. the reperition oftheaame rhyming 
word with the aame fonn, ... in the tinu of .1-'A.ijA; whole full nllTle was 
'Abdulldib. Ru·ba,oneoftheB. S.'d b. Z.yd!\1anAt b.TllTIimb.MulTb. 
Udd b. TAbikia b. lIyb b. MUQu b. Nidr. 

In the cum:nt ofthe w.ter-whed tet free (omma/) 
The StU:1lffi riteS in the stU:llffi .et free (m .. rJtlI) 

34. The fint of the aacred months is al_MuQunln 

3s· i.e.he defectled in il. 

36. qiu u .  document, d. So.ra 38. 15 'Bring u. our wrinen f.te quickly'. 
nnis commenl is omined in C., but it ceruinly belongs to the te:u because 
A.Dh. in his commentary explicitly refen to il.] 
37. Thaqif i. Quly b. Munabbih b. Baler b. Hlwlzin b. 'Ikrima b. Khll..j:afll 
b. Qay. b. 'Aylan b. MUQu b. Nidr b. J\.lI·,dd b. 'Adnin 

38. Abu 'Ub.yd. the gl"ll'l\Imlrill1l quoted to me the verses of J)ifir b. 
al·KhallAb .l·Fihri· 

Thaqlf fledt,) their Ut temple 
Retuming fruuratedutterly hopeleh 

Cf.So.I1I J. IU 

J9· Al•WAqidl added 
Ifyou .re going to .bandon them andourplac:eof prayer, thenlOme_. 

thing (we do not underallnd) lem1eth but to Th� 

Thisi. U fit u the genume tea:t goea 

40. This i. al far u the genuine tut goet. Tamd,;," mClI:f1' 'bub.rians'. 

"II. The worda 'not the conqueror' do not come from 1.1. 
41. A6dbfi mean. 'flocks'; 10 {u ... we knaw the Arabs do nat use the noun 
in the .ingulu. As to al.rijjrl Yo.nut Ihe gramm.ri.n and AbO. 'Ubard. told 
:

d
:hat among the Arab. it mesns strong .nd hard. Ru'ba b . •  1··Ajjli; 

They were smirten II the owners of the elephant were smitten. 
Stonn ofsijjilfell upon them 
And birds, Ababil, lponed with them 

�sW�:yO:����:no��:;'aj:�� =���:d�n-:;;:: 
namely sartj andjiJ/; JtI"jmeanl stone sndjill meanl clay, snd 10 .  pebble 
made ofllone and clay. 'Aifme.ns leave, (or.hoots) of herbage which have 
not been cut; its .ingular is 'til/a. AbO. ·Ub.yds told.me il i. also called 
'Ufd/a and 'afJ/a. He quoted to me the linet of 'Alqams b. 'Abld.., oneof 
B. Rabr. b. Mllik b. Zlyd Manlt b. TImim' 

It Witentonmtswl'loteherbage droopl. 
The bed of the tlrum is  sised by the ruah ofWlter. 



These worda O<:eur in one of hi. odes. The rajoz poet uya: 
And Ihey werc: ITUIde u bildes of com Ihat have b«n de\"Qurc:d 

An czplanation.oflhe idiom employed herc: is 10 bc found in wOrU on 

The words 114/u Qura)lt}, mean 'their assembling the plorty to go to 
Syria for trade'. Th� had tv.·o czpcd.itioru; one in winter and one in .ummer. 
AbU Zayd al-An1lrt told me thaI the Anbt ute the fint and fourth forms of 
'uk/ in the same acnae and he quoted to me the word. of Dhil'I-Rumma' 

Oflhe IIlld-dwcl1crJ are the tawny-backed white-bcllied (gazelles) 
In whose colouring the nyaofthc.un b«ome elearly �n. 

fI'hd man wu Sa"d b. Au. b. Th;1bit. Cf. Ylq. 4. p. �35.1 
Matrild b. Ka'b al_Khuz;1"Isaid 

Who arc: generous when the atan fail to bring rain 
And who tel out upon thei r llCCustomed way 

I Ih.all mention thi. and othcr VCI"Se$ of hi. later on if God will. lid/ is also 
uacd ofa man who hu a thoullnd camels, cattle, or lheep, orOlher poasci
lion •. In one of hi. odell al_Kumayt b. Zayd, oneof B. Atdb. Khuzayma 
b. Mudrika b. Ilyh b. Mudar b. Nizir b. Ma'add, said: 

In a ycar of which Iheowncr ofa lhouaand camels uya 
Thill ITUIku the man who longs lor milk walk on loot 

IId/i, allKluscd when a pcople bcoome a Ihousand in numbcr. Inoneolhil 
odcsal-Kumaytb. Zayd said: 

The family of Muzayqiyi' on the mom they met 
The Banil Sa'db. Qabba were a thousand .lrong. 

114/allKl mesnl the joining of one thing 10 IlllOthcr IKl that it adhcresand 
Iticlu tvit. l t allKlmeans to compkle the thousand 

��'M
$�r:' :" ��-Z!�t b. Jusham b. W;1'il b. Zayd b. OIY' b. 'Amira b. Mirra 

45. AbU. Z.yd aI-Antiri quoted me his words 'Upon the pa.ue:s', &c., which 
occur in an ode of AbU Oaya which I .hall refer to later, God willing. The 
kunya AbuYaksQm applies 10 Abiliha. 
46. TheloC lines of hil OCCur in 110 ode on the Battle of Badrwhich I shall 
refer to laler, God willing 
47. The lines arc: &.K:ribcd la Umayya b. Abu.'I_$llI b. AbU. Habfa al
Thaqafl 
48. A1_Farudaq-hil name Wit H:unmIm b. GhAlib, one of B. Mujishi' 
b. Dlrim b. MA lik b. l:Illnf&la b. Milik b. Zayd 1.-Ianat b. Tamim
euloaUing·Sulaymln b. 'Abdu'I_Malik b. Marw;1n and utirizing al-I;lajjlj 4' 
b.Yillufand mentioning the clephant andhis army,uid 

�:�
I
;�:l

ij:::=u:����"him 10 CICCU 

Cf. Bcnn'I ed.iIiod, Ltiden, '90S""7,P' H8f, 



� The Life of Muluunmad 

As Noah's son laid 'I will climb 
A lofty moun"in to �pe the wate .... .' 
Godtrnote him' in his body Ia he smote 
In defence of Hi. holy Temple 
The armies leading the eleph.nt until 
He tumed them to duat h.ughtyas they were. 
M.y you be preHrved u the temple was whm 
The leader of the foreign polytheiau brought his dephant! 

'Abdullah b. Qays al-RuqayyAt, one of B. 'Amir b. Lu'.yy b. GM-lib 
ment;oning Abraha the split-nosed and his elephant, SIIid: 

Split-nose bringing his elephant drew near 
nul relrealed, hi • •  rmyo�'en.hrown, 
Birds with pebblH hoveredovuthem ���::��='�3���2r��!:en atoned. 

49. Aba 'Vbayd. told me th.t when S.yf. b. OM Yu.n enlend hi. pre
sence he bowed his head Illld the king .aid: 'Don this fool come in to me 
by. high door.nd then bowhil head?' When Sayfwas lold o!tm-he .. id: 
" did 1m-only because of my Illlxiety, for e��rything preslell on me!' 

So. Khallid b. Qum .1·S.dasi quoted to me the last of these verse • •• 
coming from .n ode of A'.M of B. Qays b. Th.'laba, but other .uthoritiC8 
on poctry deny thaI he wrote it.' 

51. Others layVmayya b. Aba'I-SIIlI. 

52. Thcse llnHwhich Ibn lsl;lliq nportcd Bregenuine execpt the last \'erse 
which belong1l to .1_Niibigha al-Ja'di whose name w .... l;Iibb1n b. 'Abdull.h 
�2ar';:�::;:" J.'da b. Ka'b b. Rlibfa b. 'Amir b, Sa'",'. b. Mu'iwiya b. 

SJ. i.e. one oflhelOnsof lmru'u'I_Q.ys b. Zayd MRnUb. Tamim, oraa 
olhersaay, 'Adiy oneoflhe'Jblidof .l-l;Iira 

54. Abu Z.yd .1·Antiri quoted to me the �'erse 'Tlrle day th.t the l»orbarilllll, 
&e.' ufrom .I.Mufa<;l<;lal .I_OabbT 

This is whal Saln,. meant when he said that ham b. Dha Yuan would 
come again" them from Aden and not lea\'e one of them in the Yarnan; 
and it is what Shiqq meant by hil words: 

'A young min neither remiss nor bue 
Coming against them from DhQ Yuan's hou.e ' 

55. When W.hriz died, Chosroe. appointed hi. IOn .1_Manubiln ruler 
of the Yarnan. When M.nuNn died, ChOillOCl .ppointed his .on 111-
Taynujln' ruler o\'er the Ylllllan, .nd when he died he .ppointed his ton, 

, Or, 'May Cod Imile h;m', &c. 
' N.�enhel ... thc: ""od.' ... ilI 6nd i t o n p . :OOJ ofCey"·I <diri<m or ol-A'lhi'. � 

· ProbooblY ... ·rTO< for Bayn"liln. See NOW'b'. f_"' (II'), Tab· 9S .. 



afterwards deposing him and appointing Dlidhan. Thia man continued in 
office until God lent Muhammed the prophet. 

I was told on the authority ofal.Zuhrl that he aaidthat ChO$roes wrote to 
BAdhan the followingletttr; 

'I have been told that a man �fthe Quraysh has come forth in Mecca 
asserting that he is II prophet. Go to him and invite him to withdraw. 
If he withdraws, well and a:ood, if not, aend hil hud to me: 
DlIdh.lintent Chosroes'letterw theapotue ofGod,who A'plied, 'Godhaa 

promised me that Chosrota will be killed on luch.and.luch a date: Now 
when Blidhlin got this letter he waited to lee what would happen, uying that 
if he were a prophet, what he said would come to pUll. God killed Chosl"Oe$ 
on me day which the prophtt had named. He wu killed by hilson Shirawlyh. 
Khi.Jidb. 1;Iiqq al.Shayblnl$iid 

And Chosl'Oell, when ru. toni cut him in pieces 
\Vith sworda I. the butcher cuts up joints, 
The fatel were hatehing an cviJ day for him 
It came, for every child mult come to the birth 

AI·Zuhrlaaid; \\'hen me neWi A'ac.hed Blodhln, hetent word to the apoltle 
ofCodthatheand the Ptnians with himaca:ptedblam. His meucngera 
said to the lpottle of God, 'To whom db we belong?' He replied, 'You are 
of us and related to us, the people of the house ' 

I have been told that al-Zuhri said, It wu then the lpottle of God said, 
'Salman i. ofut, the people of the house , 

This i. what SI�i1:l meant when he aaid: 'A PUA' prophet to whom revda
tion will corne from on high', and whit Shiqq meant when he said; (hi. 
kingdom) would be ended by an apottle who would bring truth andjultice 
from' a peopleofreligion andvirtue. Dominion ahall reltamonghilpeople 
until the Day of Separation 
56. Dhimlr .hould be .pelt DIwn1r acoordina to what Yilnus told me. 

Khalilid b. Qurra b. Khllid al·Sadllll on the authority ofjl.Onld, orof 
one of thcleamed genealogitts in al-KlIfa, told me that al-Nu'mAn b. aI. 
Mundhir_ �ded Crorn Slipnln·kinioral-l;fa4r,.gA'.t fonrtMbuilt 

!:f:� :��.�n
� bank of the Euphrates. It i. he to whom 'AdIy b. Zayd 

When the master of al-l;Iar;lr built it 
Whtn the Tigri • •  nd Khiburwere brought to it' 
�i��=

;: ;� :a'7.rble and plutered it with gypsum, 

Ytt the fates did not n:apecl it. 
1t1"lordahipdeparted, itsptei. Con.akcn. 

, Onp. 6N>"" fo . .... " h.", 
· Accordlnt to N61d.k., GfU •. ". PtrUf"I/. A,�, p. n. a1·a04. _ in nli  ... bY 363 

and ... ShipQr (11) canno< ho"" bftni", da''''''''. Thcpoinlit mldcby the Cairo edilOn 
• i .•. the inco ..... .  riti.., from the Land lheyWII.M 



The Life of Muhammad 

He it is to whom Abu Duw/id al-Iy/idi ufen in his line: 

I saw that death had delccnded from al-l:Ia,;Ir, 
Upon al-Sitiriin lord ofiu people 

Thia verse o<;cun in one of !u. ooes, but it is abo attributed to Khalaf 
ai-Al;Lmar; othen tay to l:Iammld the reciter. 

Now Cholroe. SibUr Dhu'I_Aktif' had attacked SI\iriin, king of al-l:Ia4r, 
and besieged. the town for two yean. One day the laner's daughter, looking 
down from the cutle, had8eeTI Slbur in his .ilk brocade with his goldcn 
crown inset with tDpAet, rubiel,l1ld pearl, onhd head, afinc figure of l  
man, andshe sent lleCutly toaskhimifhe would marryherif lheopened 
the gatc to him. He sgrced to do to. Night camc and Siitiriin becamc drunk, 
for hc nevcr went to bcd sobcr. Shc took thc kcys of Ihc cutle from beneath 
his hcad andscnt thcm with one of hcr fn:cdmcn who opencd thc ptc and 
Sibur came in and kiUcd Si{:inln and g:ave al-l:Ia4r to thc toldicry and 
destroycdit. HClookaway thcgirl andmarricdhcr. 

Atnightu.he waadeepingupon hcrbcdihebcgantotON aooutraticuly 
and could not slccp, ao hc callcd for a lamp and thc bcd WII ICUChcd and a 
myrtlc lcafwlI found in it. Sibur l.llkedifthatwuthccausco(hcrwakinjr, 
and whcn .hc Slid th.t it was, hc askcd how hcr fathcrhld broughl bcrup. 
Shc answcff!d thlt hc had given n..r .  bed of brocade, c1othcd hcrin ai.lk, 
fcd heron marrow, and givcn hcr wine to drink. 'If thia is tbe way you 
rtwardyour fathcryou will aoonbctraymc,' hcuid,andordercd thathcr 
hlir should bc ticd to a hone'a tail; the horse galloped away with hcr until 
ahcwas killcd. Hcrt art 800lC linea of A'sh1 orn. Qap b. Th,;I'laba' 

Hive you thought ofal-l;IaQr whcn its pcople prospercd, 
Butdoeaprwperityeverenduff!? 
For two years Shlhbfir!tept his armies thcre 
Smiting itwithaxC8. 
Whcn he praycd to hil Lord 
HelUmcdtohimandtookno vengcance.� 

HCff!'au tome lines of 'A dry b. Zayd On thc .ubject 

Fatc descendcd on a1-l;I.4r from above, 
A gricvoua disaater. 
A lpoilt darling did not protect her father 
When her watchman gave up hope bccause of her treachcryJ 
Whcn she made hil cvcning eup of urunixed winc 
(For wine destcop the mind of the drinker). 
She betrayedhu people for a night of lovc, 
Thinking Ihat thc prince would marry hcr . 

• A poo ... n ... Evidentiy AbilDhan-wl-.nOl ... titlied u he oddolOlw.,lmorhophruoe 
... tuch�f ... difficulti .. tothcdi .. i ... �· ·_ . 

• Thi.line ho.,iven m""h troubl� 10 com_nlOto ... The 6ntword .,... be I'Md u 

§��?43i�1i:::g,�,?�':'�3:�:; 
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Al.!:fl�� wu destroyed IlIld gl��n up to plunder. 
The clothea-raekaol her chamber did not eaeape the fire . 

.s8. Also ly.ld, u the lollowing verse lrom one ol the poerns of al.!:folrith 
b. Dau, I[·tyld; showi. (It i, II� Ittributed to Abu DuwAd al·!yldt whose 
name wuJlriya b. II-l;Iljjlj)· 

Young rnen handlome in face 
Of tyid b. NiW b. MI'ldd. 

The mother of MU91r IlIld Iyold WI' Siudl d. 'Akk b. 'Adnin, The mother 
ofRabrlandAnmlirwu Shuqayqa, Inother of his daughters; otheI1l "yit 
wu a third daughternlmedJum'a. 

59. The Yamanites IlIld Bajila say AnmIr il the son ol Trish b. Lil)y1nb. 
'Amr b. al-Ghauth b. Nabt b. Malik b. Zayd b. KahiAn b. Saba'. Others 
::��;'����Amr b. Lil)pn b. al-Ghauth. The home of Bljila and Khath'am 

60. Their mother was 1 Jurhumite. 

6 •. Khindifwas the daughler of'lmrln b. al-!:f1£ b. QuQ.f"a 

62. His name wu 'Abdullah b. 'Amir; olhen uy 'Abd al-Ral:mUn b. 
$akhr.' 

6J. A tertlin learned penon told me that 'Amr b. Lul)ayy went from Meeea 
to Syria on 1 certain matter, IlIld wben he reached Moab in the Ollql'
the'AnUllq were thereat the time, thelOlUof'Iml.lq,orulIOIT1esayol'Tmliq 
b. Liwadh b. Slim b. NQI)-he saw the people wonhipping idob, IlIld asked 
what they were. They replied Ihat they were idols which they were wor· 
Ihipping, lndwhen they prayed for rain Ihey got it and when they ukedf or 
help they received it. He asked them to .pare him an idol to take aWIY to the 
IllIldof the Arabs IlIld lheyglve him one e.1led Hulnl. So he took it to 
Mecca IlIld tet it up and ordered the people to serve it and to venerate it. 

64. I shlU uymore about'the poem from which this line is taken later on, 
God willing. Kalb is Ibn Wabra h. Taghlib b. l;Iulwln b. 'Imnln b. 11.!:f1£ 
b. Qu�A·I. 

65. The name is also lpelt An'am. Tlyyi' is Ibn Udad b. MAlik. And 
���:h;�:�����'�' Udad; othen say Tayyi' is the IOn of Udad b. Zayd 

Allah brings well·being and mt-fortune in the world. 
YI\l.q can neilherhurtnor hesl. 

HamdJn,'l name was Au ... l. b. MAlik b. Zayd b. Rabra b. Ausala b. 
II.Khiy�r b. Miilik b. Zoyd b. Kahhln b. Saba'. Some say Au�a(a was 50n 
of layd b. AUlala b . •  1.Khipr; olhen, HamdJn is the�on of Auul. b 
JUbrl b. M�lik b. aI·Khiylr b. Milik b. layd b. Kahl�n b. Saba'. 

' h io not<:worthy tha.ev ... . he _ <>f .hio pn>lific:pu .. livcr.lher <>f .ndi liotl. io \ID .  



Th� Llf� of Muhammad 

&,. Khauliin wu Ibn 'Arnr b. al-l;Iif b. O�l'a; ottH,n l3y Ibn 'Arnr b 
Jl.lurra b. Udad b. Zayd b. Mihsa' b. 'Arnr b. 'Arm b. Zayd b. Kahlin b. 
Saba'; others lay Ibn 'Amr b. Sa'd al-'Ashira b. Madhl:lij. 

60). I shall have more to l3y about this latu on, God willing. 

70. Allio of the 5Ofl' of Abu TiiJib especially. Sula}nl was b. Man*ur b. 
'lkrima b. Kha�fa b. 01)'1 h, 'Arlin, 

71. These two ,.('�. were composed by Abu Khirish al_Hudhali whose 
name was KhuwBylid h. Murra, and are taken from a longer poem. Guar_ 
dians' means thoae in charge of the affairs of the Ks'ba. Cf. the lines of 
Ru'ba b. al_'Ajjij in one of his ,aja� IlOC'ma which I shalll3Y more about 
later on God willing 

�
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l!.�}"t b. Zlyd,o� ofB. Asad b, Kh�lyma h, Mudrika, "id in One 

Tribtl Iwore they would not flee 
Turning theirback.t on MBn�t 

The apostle of God .ent Abu Sur),;}n b. l:larb--others say 'Aly b. Abil 
Tllib-with orders to datroy it 

73. The name i, abo spelt Ohii'l-Khulup. A cert.in Arab said; 

If you, OhQ'I-Khulup, were the a'oengcr of blood 
A$ T, and your father had btcn slain, 
You would not forbid the killing ofcnemies! 

His father had.bccn killed and he wanted to tak� vengeancc; but first he 
went to Oho.·l-Khala�a to get an oracle from the arrOWS. Whcn the arrow 
forbidding him to proceed came out he spoke the verses quOted abo"e. 
Some anribute them to Imro·u'I_Oays b. I;lujr al_Kindi. The apottle of 
God dispatched JlTir b. 'Abdullah al_Rajali to destroy the idol. 

74. I was told by a traditionist that the apostle of God sent 'All b. Abu 
TMib to destro), it, .nd he found there twO swordl C1l11ed al-Rasilb and al_ 
Mikhdham. When � brought them to the apostle of God he gave them 
back to him. They are in fact the two IWOrdJ which ' Ali had 

76, The second half or the verse was uttered by a man of B. Sa'd. It is 
said that al_Mustaughir b. Rabi'ab. Ka'b b. Sa'dlivedJJo years. He,who 
li"ed longer than any man of Mu4ar, nid: 

I am weary of life and its length. 
1 have lh'ed for hundreds or years 



A ccntury was followed by two mOre. 
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f!: to my yean. 
DaYlpUI and nighU follow them. 

However, some people ascribe these "enn to Zuhayr b. Janab al.Kalbi.' 

". This il really a verse of al.AJWJld b. Va'fur al·Naluhali, Nahshal being 
the �n of Dlrim b. Milik b. !;Ian;ala b. l\Ulik b. Zayd Manat b. Tamlm. 
Abu MUQriz Khalaf al·AJ:unar quoted the \'erK to me in the form: 

The people of al_Khawarnaq and al-Sadirand lliIriq 
And the temple Dhu'I·Shuruflt ofSindld.' 

78. It is said that anything that me gh-n birth to after that be!ongs to their 
tont andnOl lhcirdaughtel1l. 

79. All this information aCCQrding tothe Bedouin is wrong, Cltccpt � far 
.. concerns the I;Uml; there Ibn IIQlq is righl. Among the Arabs the llaQlra 
is the she_camel whose ear is slit and who is not ridden, whose hair i, not 
.horn and whose milk is only drunk by the gu�t or given in a1ms, or left to 
their gods. The SI'iba i • •  she�l which. man vow. that he will let rift 
irhe rKO\'Cl1I from hil liclcneasor if he gains an objeet which he seekt; and 
when he hu freed a .he-carnel or a camel for oneoftheirgods,then it run. 
f�e and paslure., no profit being made from it. The W�ila mean. a ewe 
whose mothet has twins at every binh. Jts ownergive. theewes to hil gods 
andkeepslhe males for himself. Ifher mothergivel binh to a male lamb 
with her, thcysay Waf<l/al {she hujoined) her brother, and her brotheril 
freed with her, no profit being made from him. I wugiven thisinfonnation 

��!�o�
us b. I�ablb the grammarian and athel1l, each contributing his part 

80. Thcpoetu.ya: 
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Tamim b. Ubayy b. l\'Iuqbil, oneofB. 'Amirb. S.' .. 'a, said' 

The�in isthe nunbling ofthe }'oungonagerltallion 
Like the lJTumblingof the Diyilfi Cllmclin the midst of the BaQIra.t. 

This vel1lc belongs to one of hi. odcs and the plural of Bo/lira is Babd'ir 
and Bu/,"r. The plural of lVaFflD i. IVDf4'il and IVIlflil. The plural of 
muhitude of Sd'ibD is Sau'd'ib and SUYYDb,and the plural ofmultitudeof 
J:/dmlia J:lawdmf 
81. And the Khutl'a uy we a� the lIOnS of 'Amr b. Rabia b. l;Ilritha b 
'Amr h. 'Amit b. tl�ritha h. Imru'u'I_Qays h. Tha'iaba b. MJlzin b. ai-Aid b. 
al_Ghaulh; and Khindif is their mother, according to whpt Abu 'Ubayda 
and other learned traditionist. told m..,. Olh..,..,. uy Khuz,;'a are the �n. of 

, These nton ( .... i.h unimportant v .. iantt) are in K. ",./ltM'a",WU>ri_, cd. Cokbiher, 
Lrickn" II99,No.X.ndp.1 

' Onc:·. """,N;krw:e .nlbn Hilhim i. l'N)t o'""nIl'Mncd by.bioq"" .. tion. tlo"'lI'Wr, 
;.i •• o "., :>otcd."" . .... don_cl.imtlu".hit notoriou.f"'1l<'r·.'�nion io.o"., p""f�ntd 

' Tbne l;n .. con.ain all.h...,., .erm .. 
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I;llritha b.'Amrb.'Amir. Theywere:ea!ledKhud.'abecause theyaepanted' 
from the dncend.nu of 'Amr b. 'Amir when they left the Yaman on their 
way to Syri •. They aetded in Man al • .?:ahrin' and dwelt there:. 'Aun b. 
Ayy"b al-AntArl, one of B. 'Amr b. S.wld b. Ghanm b. K.'b b. Salama of 
al.Khazraj in MUllim times, said' 

When we dropped down to the vale ofMarr 
Khuzl·. aeparated from us with troop. of honemen. 
Theyprot«:ted every �-a]leyofTilWn. 
And they were: protected by their firm lances and.harp .word. 

Abii'I.Mulahhar laml"n b.JUJi.' aI.Antlri, oneofB. I;I.f.ritha b. aI.l;lirith 
b . •  1·Khaznj b. 'Amr b. Milik b. aI-Au., laid: 

When we dropped down 10 the �'ale of Mecca, Khuu'. 
Found the home of the tyrant agre:cable 
They .etded in hordes and aenttheir hoTSts far .field 
Over every tribe between hill.nd lowland. 
They drove Jurhum from the Vile of Meca and 
Wrapped themaelves in Khuzi'.'. power and glory. 

These venes occur in one of his odes. God willing, I shall refer to the 
expubion ofJurhumlatcron. 

81. Othcn ... y the name.houldbc spc1t.I.HaUl'l 

83. The mother of al_NIQf and MAlik and Milkin was Barra d. Murr. The 
mothcr of 'Abdu Manit was Hiila d. SU"'ayd b. II·Ghilrif b. Azd Shano',. 
Shan,,'. wu 'Abdullah b. Ka'b b. 'Abdullah b. Mill b. Nl,f b, aI.AId b. 
���;�I�C����� called Shanil'a because of the hatTed between them. 

Al-NaQf is Quray.h, one born of hi. line i.a Qurayshite, bUlthoae ouuide 
hi. line .re: not. J_rlr b. 'Atin-a, one ofB. Kulayb b. V.rbil' b. l;lan;ala 
b. Milik b. Zlyd M.nit b. Tamim, in a eulogy of Hiahlm b. 'Abdu'l
Malik b. M.nvln, laid; 

The mother who bore Quraysh 
h of no mnn lineage nor Slerile, 
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He me.nt Barn d. Murr lister ofTamirn b. Murr, the rnothef of .1.Na<;I.f. 
It is said that Fihf b. Milik is Qura� .. h, and the line of Qura� .. h i. in his 

dt'ICCndants alone. Thenarne Quraysh is derived from taqarru,h, mc.ning 
merchandise and profit. Ru'bab. al-'Ajjllj aaid 

Fat meat and pure milk 
Make them dnpise poor wheat 
And the failings of the doom-palm.' 

ShughUsh m",", 'whelt'; and IJuuhJ mtant Ihe knob. of .nklttl and 



bracclc:ts andthc:likc:: and quriUh mUnitradc:and profit. Thc:poc:l mc:an, 
:::��

.
fat and milk used to make them independent of thil. A/ollI/. means pure 

Abo. Jilda al·Yuhkuri, Yuhkur being Ibn Bah b. Wi'il, said' 

Brc:thren havellanderedUl' 
In our urly day. and oflatc: 

84. AH'alt too wu a ton of al.Na4r ac:c:ording 10 Abu'Amr al·Madanl, the 
mother of all three was d. Sa'd b. �arib al.'Adwinl. 'Adwiin Wat the IOn 
of'Amrb. Qa)'1l b. 'Aylin, KUlhayyir b. 'Abd a1-R�iln, namely KUlhayyir 
of' Aua one of B. Mulay!}. b. 'Amr of Khuzj'a, uid' 

b not my father al-$alt or are not my brethren 
TIle bC:ll knownIO the noblc:!l ofthe Oano.a1-Na(lr? 
You CIOn $ef! the ume Ymumi warp in UI and them, 
Theume l;la4raml landallof p«uliardc:sign. 
If you are nOt of the Banu Nar;lrthen leavc 
The grc:en lr.1k trec:s at the mdl of the valleys 

Of those who Ire relltW. to al-$all b. al-Na(lr of Khuu'a are B. Mulay!}. b 
'Anu-thc: tribe of Kuthayyir of 'Ana 

86. Jandala wat the d. Fihr, and the mother of Yarbil' b. l;Ian;!lla b. MAlik 
b. Zayd Maniit b. Tamim, her mother being Laylii d. S,'d. Jarir b: 'Aliyya 
b. al-Khatan, the Ilttc:r'a name being Hudhayfl b. Balitb. Salamab. 'Auf 
b. Kulayb b. Yarbu' b. l;IarqaiJ, .. id: 

Whcn l was angry the tonaof Jandala 
In my defence threw "onu which were like rocks.' 

87. A third son wat Oars whose mother was Salmi d. K,'b b. 'Amr al
Khuzl'j. ShCWIIlhe mother ofthetwo .onsjUit mentioned 

88. Some uy that al-l;Ilrith WIII torl of Lu'ayy. Thty are the Ju.ham b 
lll-l;Ilrith among Hizzlnof Rabra. Jarirsai.d: 

Soruof JUIham, youbelong nolto Hizzln. Rel.le 
Youl"lelves to the nobles oCLu'ayy b. Ghllib 
Give nOI your daughtel"l 10 the tribe of I;>aur 
Nor 10 ShuklYI:) thc:y are bad dwellings for u� women 

'U�: ��':�.;:;.erA�;e.,.tt;:!U�.I�I�I�f ����.IOB��:��;:·I ���:o� 
B. Ill-0Iyn b. Jatr b. Shay'ullah (or Sly'ullah) b. Ill-Asd b. W,bara b. 
Tha'laba b. l;Iulwln b. 'Imnn b. II-l;Ilf b. Qur;lI'I. Some lIy d. of al-Namir 
b. Qbit of Rlbrl, others Illy d. lInn b. Rabbin b. l;Iulwln b. 'Imrin b 

��1�f';;:��':::��7="::::;A= • Twoclo.noofthe'Anau;_CairoMition,p. 100. 
B «IIIO z z  
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.I-!:fir b. Qu(jll' •. Also Khul:ayma. They are the 'A'idh. among Shaybln 
b. Tha'l.b.. 'A'idha wu .  Yamanite woman, the mother or 8. 'AbJd b. 
Khuzayma b. Lu"ayy. 

The mother of all the sons of Lu'I.YY ucept 'Amir was M�wiy. d. Kl.'b 
b. 1.!.Qayn b. Jur. 'Amir'. mother wu MBkhshiya d. Shayb�n b. Mublrib 
b. Fihr. OtheB .. y Layll d. ShaybAn b. Mublrib b. Fihr. 

89. I have heard that one or his IOn. came to the .postle ofCod, daiming 
deacent from SIma. The apostle ... id 'The poetl' and one of hi I companiona 
... id: 'l think, apostle of God, you mean the .. ying 

Many a cuphast thou.pilt, O b. Lu"ayy, 
For fear of dellh which otherwise would not have bcen lpilt.' 

90. This i. what Abu 'Ub.ydll. quoted to me from the poem.' 

91. Abu 'Vbl.yd. recited these verKI to me as from 'Amir b. I.I-Kha1ollfi, 
i.e. Khqafa b. Qay. b. 'Aylin, addinga line 

Hi. lpear bcreaved women of their sons. 

He also told me that Huhim said to 'Amir: 'Compose a good vene about 
me and I will pay you for it.' Thereupon 'Arnir composed the fi .... t vertIC 
which did not please Hlshim; he added the second which likewise failed 
toplcasc him, andso with thethird; butwhenhe added thefourth,'Ashe 
alew the guilty and the innocent', he wu ... ,i.ned and rewarded him 

This i. what al-Kumayt b. Zayd meant when he uid: 

Hbhim of MulTI. who destroyed kings 
Whether they had wronged him or not. 

This verse OIXU .... in one of his odes. 'Amir'1 words 'Day or .I-liabl·at' 
h.venol Abu 'Ub.yda'sauthority. 

9l. Zuhayr wu one of D. Muzayna b. Udd b. T�bikha b. al_Va"1 b. Mu(jlI.r 
OtheB say he wat the son of Abu Sulml orChalafan, Or an ally orGhalaf�n. 

93. Biriq a� B. 'Ad;yb . .I��ritha b. 'Amr b. 'Amir b. I:Uritha b. Imn"'u·'_ 
Qars b. Thalaba b. Mbin b. al-Asd b . • l-Ghauth who are among Shanu'. 
AJ·Kumayt b. Zayd in one of his odes ... id: 

Md Shanu'a clmeout againsl w with 
A crowd of hornless nm.s they thaugM we� homed 
We did notll.y to Wriq, 'Vou hive done wrong,' 
Nor did Wetay, 'Cive u! IDti.faction.' 

They got the name B�riq becaUlle they went about in quest of herbage.' 

94. Ju'thuml. al-Asd i. also spoken of u lu'thuml. a.I_Azd. He WII the son 
of Yuhkurb. Mub"h'hirb, Sa'b b. Dwhm4,. b. Nqr b. Zahrin b. a/-Udri'h b. 
�::!:'i:::t:::::'h b. Mil/ill h. Ntqr b. I.I_Aad b. al·Chauth. Some omit the 

' IndM:oti ... d",, _ of l.l:. q""talion " .. been "" ""'I Fo't""f�Upocm .... M"'wII. 
No. 89. """'''' '''' Lo"li ... i' ''''plained 

, B"'9 "...,.".IJ.h<n.in . ... hi<:h indicatn nin; .......... nin fllll "'.rcio p."�"'. 
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They were called Jadlil"l because 'Amir b. 'Arnr b. Ju'thuma married d 

al-J:lirith b. MUQI<,l a1-}urhumr, Jurhum being Joro. of the Ka'ba, and buill 
I wall for the Ka'ba and so wu called al-Jldir, while the name in the plural 
attached itulfto hiloffapring 

95. Nu'm d. Killb was the mother of Sa'd._nd 5u'ayd IOns of Sahm b. 
'Arnr h. HUfaYJ h. K.'b b. Lu'ayy. Her mother wit FAWn_ d. S.'d b. 
Saral. 

¢. The namc is abo writlenl;lubahiy a b . S  .. UlI. 
97. In this genealogy 'Utba b. Ghazwin b. Jlbir b. W.hb b. Nuuyb b. 
Mllikb. al-l;lirith b. Mizin b. Man,ur b.'Jkrimadifferedfrom thtm. 

Other children of 'Ahdu Manlf were AbO 'Arnr, Tumlo;lir, Qillb., 
l;iayya, Rayt-. Umm Bl.Akhtham. Umrn Suf�n. The mother of Abo 'Amr 
wu RaY1a, • woman of Thaqif; the mother of the relt of the girla wu 
'Atikad. Murrah. HilAl, motherofHuhimb. 'Abdu Man1f;hcrmotherwu 
!';jafiya d. J:lauza b. 'Amr b. S.1U1 b. Sa'p'. b. MU'lwiya h. Bm b. Hawhin; 
$afl) .. ·. mother was d. ·,J.'idhAlI.h b. S.·d .I-·Alhira b. Madhl;lij 

Hlshim b. 'Abdu MllnJf had foor IOn. and five daughten: 'Abdu'l
MUll.lib, Asd, AbQ S-yfi, Na(jll., Shift', Khilida. Oa·ifa. Ruqayya. J;layya. 
The mother of'Abdu'I-Mulfllib and Ruqayya was Salmi d. ·Amr b. Zayd 
b. Labid b. J;laDm b. Khidlsh b. 'Amit b. Gn.nm b. 'Adiy b. II_Najjlr 
whOle name was Taymu'llah b. Tha'laba b. 'Anu b. al·Khaznj b. l;IAritha 
b. 'Amr b. ·.\mir. Her mother wu 'Amira d. !;i.khr b . •  1.l:Ilrith b. Th.'I.b. 
b. MI:r.;n b. aI_Najjlr. ,nd 'Amlra', mother wu Salmi d. 'Abdu·I-Alhlu.1 
al·Najjlriya. Asd'. mother was Oayla d. 'Amir b. MAlik al.Khu:r.l'l, The 
mother of Abu !;iayfl.nd l:Iayya was Hind d. 'Am. b. Tha'laba al-Khazrajrya. 
The mothH of NIo;I1a and Shifl' was a woman of QuQI'I; and the mother of 
Kh.Ilida and Oa'i(a wu Wiqida d. AbQ 'Adly aI·Mlziniya 

TilE CHILDREN Of 'ABDU'L-MUTTALIB B. HASHIM 

'Abdu·[·Mullalib had ten I(InB and aix daughten: a[-'Abbls. l;Ianu:a, 
'AbduHah, AbQ Tilib (whose name "'u 'Abdu MIni£), aI·Zubayr, .1-
l;Ilrith. J;lajl, al·Muq.wwim, Oin., and AbQ Lahab (whOle name wu 
�;��Uzd). !;i.flya. Umm l;Iakim al-Bay(jll'. 'Arika, Um.yma, Arwl, 

The mother of al-'Abbh and Oirir wu NUf*yl. d. Janlb b. Kulayb b. 
Milik b. 'Amr b. 'Amir b. Zayd Manit b. 'runir (who wu al-Oal;lyin) b. 
S.·d b. III_Kha:r.raj b. Taymu'l-Llt b. al-Namir b. Obi, b. Hinb b. Aftl 
b. J.dita b.Asadb. Rabfa b. NizAr. Some llyAftl' b. Du·mi b . Jadila 

The mother of I:Jamza. al-Muqawv.·im. and l:fajl (who was nicknamed 
.1·GhaydAq because or his grest liberality and his wnlth) and !;iaflya, wu 
HAla d. Wuha}"b b. 'Abdu Man!t b. Zuhn b. Killb b. Murra b. Ka'b b 
Lu'ayy 

The mother of 'Abdullah, Abu Tllib, al-Zubayr, and aH the girlt other 
than $anya was nlima d. 'Amr b. 'A'idh b. 'lmrin b. MakhzUm b. Yaqap. 
b. Mum b. Ka'b b. Lu'IYY b. GhJ.lib b. Fihr b. Mllik b. al.Na4r. Hrr. mother 
was !;iakhn d. 'Abd b. 'ImDn of the same line. !;iakh .... ·s mother wu 
T.khmur d . •  Abd b. Ou,ayy b. Kilib b. Mum, &c. 
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The mother of al-l;Ilrith ...... Samrl· d. Jundub b. l;luj.yr b. Ri·lb b. 

l;I.bib b. Su-.·. b. 'Amir b. S.· .. •• b. Mu'lwiya b. Bur b. H.whin b 
Man,ar b. ·lkrim. 

The mother of Aba Lahab waa Lubnl d. Hljir b. 'Abdu MaMf b 
Oit;irb. l;Jublhlyab. Salal, &'::. 

·Abdullahb. 'Abdu'I-Munalib begat the .pottle ofGod (may Godbless 
andpreaervehim),lordofthe childnn ofAdam,Muhanunadb. Abdu.llah 
b. ·Abdu'l-Munalib. ?o.lIy the blessing of God, Hi, pe.ce, Hil mercy, and 
Hia grace be upon him .nd hi, family. Hi, mother was Amin. d. W.hb b. 
'Abdu Manlf b. Zuhra b. Killb b. Mum b. K,'b b. Lu'ayy b. Ghllib b. 
Fihr b. Mllik b . •  I-Na<;ir. Her mother w .. Baorra d. 'Abdu'I_'Uw b. 
'Uthmln b. 'Abdu·I·Dir b. QUf'lYY b. Kilib b. Murra, &c. B.rn', mother 
",-u Unun J;I.bib d. Aud b. 'Abdu'I-'UuI b. Qu .. yy, &e. Unun l;I.bib'a 
mother -'1 B.rra d. ·Aufb. 'Ub.yd b. 'Uwlyj b. 'Adly b. Ka'b b. Lu',yy b. 
GhMib,&c. 

of ��
u
�e�:��!� ��

od
hi:::�:r',;:,�:���e:!�:r��;d�

f Adam in respect 

98. 0thcn.peli thenameMio;ll4 

99. Abll 'Ub.yd. told me 1hf,1 Bakka ia the name of the valley of Mecca 
because il ia thic:kl.ypopulated' and quoted tome the ve""'" 

When pit heat overtakct him who wilen hi. c:am.els with. youn, 
Luve him alone until hil camell are rounded up. 

i.e. leave him until he gett hil camels rogelher, i.e. until he bringa them to 
the _ter and they.:rowd upon il. B.acea i, the plIO(; of the temple .nd the 
::!';b. �im�ct an from '.i\min b. Ka'b b. 'Amr b. S.':1 b. Zayd 

101. Thil i . .. far as the icnuine poetry !loc •. Some learned luthoritie. 
told me th.t these verset an the first poetry lpoken among the Araba and 
::�t��,,::!�nd inscribed on atone in the Yarnan. I w .. not told who 

102. 0then .. y J;lubshlya b. Sallll. 

103. S.fwln wal the son of Janlb b. Shijnl b. 'Utirid b. ·Aufb. KI·b b. 
Sa'db. ZaydM.nlt b. TamTm 

104. The name i • .omerimct written Shuddlkh. 

lOS. A poet has .. id: 
Bymy life Ou"yywu coolJed 'uniter' 
B«.useAllah united the tribea ofFihrby him. 

106. Thclleve"""'ln lttributed toZuhayrb. J.nlbal-Kalbl 

101. One of the authoritin on poetry in the Hiju g.ve me the line 'A people 
in Mecca', &c. [The point or thia comment i. thlt the line ezim in another 
fonn whiehviolates oneofthe canonsor poctry.) 



:"'�d.!:;� meaning of jaja, is 'gift', .. in the lina of Abo Khirhh al· 

Jama b. M.'mu hu .tarved my gunb 
Dy killing .  gennoul man to whom wido ..... rHOn.' 

109. This .peech and the preceding one from I tnldition of 'Alr.bout the 
diggingof Zamzam aresaj'andnot poetry inmy opinion 

110. A poethasuid 

God acnd rain to the weill whole lite I lmow, 
Jurib �ndMalkQmand Dadhdharand .l·Ghamr 

III.  He wll the flltherof Abu Jllhm b. J;ludhayfa. 

11:t. He meanl 'Abdu'l-Munalib, I .hall mention this ode l.ter if God 
will. (See p. II:t W.] 
113. 'A'idh wu b. 'Imrin b. MakhzUm. 

"+. Another relding is 'm.n Or belSt', [This is T." reading.] Inserted in 
this 1I0ry i • •  'aj(llf poem .... hich no .uthority on poetry regard. IS genuine 

liS. MartvJi' are mentioned in the tU'(l of Motel, "Ve made foster_mothen 
unl.wful for him'. (The point il th.tnuJ(l'tJ' in the teztmearu 'children It 
the breast' whereas we Ihould ezpecc 'fOf;ter·mothen'. Therefore either 
we mull luppote that dhawdt il to be mentally lupplied or We must t.ke the 
word literally: where there are b.be. at the breast there must neew be 
women tO luckle them.] 

117. The mother of 'Abdu'l-Mun.lib wu S.lmi, d. 'Amr, the N-.ijlrite, 
and thi. i, the m.ternal relation.hip which 1.1. mention$ in linlrina the 
.potde with them 

118. I h.ve never met any .uthority on poetry who knowl thne vertH. 
but .in<:e they are quoted on the .uthorityof l\luhamm.d b. Sl'rd b. 11-
MUI.yyib I hal'e included them here 

"
I
���lb�I\���;�:1l$ the son of J;llzn b. AbU W.hb b. 'Ann b. ',\'idh b. 

uo. 'Thy mother wu a pure pearl of Khuzl'.' refen to Abo Lahah whOle 

;::�.Ct�;'� c!;��
n
:;� �::;: o�:e�z:���'

I.
T.he words 'In the path of hi, 

nt. ''\'idh b. 'lmrin b. Makhzom. 
lu. Lihbbelong toAzd Shanu'. 

133. h WIS like the mark of. cupping_gl .... 

'24. When the .postle was I+or'sye.,.. old Iccording to whit Abu'Ubayd. 
the gramm.ri.n told meon theauthority ofAbu'Amrb.al_'A\;1'a sacrilegioul 

Fo'.;:; ;:f{��,'�� �.;t�!.i:. 7,.�:�%-�'1MIf)'I� i./ajj' .... , '01"&0 poined • • •  he .... e of'. 
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war broke out between the Quraywh and their alliea the Kinln. and Qay. 
'AylAn. The cause of it w&lI that 'Unn al·RaQI)lI b. 'Utb. b. Ja'far b. KilIb 
b. Rabra b. '.\mir b. �,',"a b. MU'lwiya b. Bakr b. Hawhin had given safe 
eonduct to a caravan of al.Nu'mln b.al.Mundhir. Al·Bal1"l4 b. QaY', one 
of B. Oamra b. Bili b. -Abdu M.nll b. Kinl�, .. id to him, 'Did you gi� it 
.. fe eonduct lg&inst Kinlnalto which he replied, 'Yes, andagairut tvery
bodyebe.' So 'Uno'aal-Rai)i)ll went out with the caravan and .l-Barrl4 
alto went out with the object of taking him off his guard.. When he wu in 
Tayman Dhil TilaJ in the high ground 'Urwa failed to polt a guard and 
al·Barrt .. ;1 leapt upon him .nd kiUed him in the ucred month: that il w hy 
::

u
��;

. I ..... called aacril egioua. AI-Barrl9 composed the following linet 

Many a calamity which hu ditquieted men before me 
Hive I met with deunnination, 0 Bano, Bah. t 

J deatroyedthereby thehouaaoftheBanI1 Killb 
And I reduced thecli"nUl to their proper place. 
I lilttd my hand lIgIIi ... t him in Dhil TiUl 
And he fell diuily like . hew�down tree. 

Labtd b. Rabr. b. Ml likb. Ja'£ar b. Killb said' 

����v:n�
ii
h��llt�:e

d
��:�

£
:: :�

t
t�=' 

Tell the Banii Num.yr if you meet them 
And the unclel of the illin, Banil Hilll, 
Thllthe travelieral·RIi)i)il il dead 
Lying byTlymanDhil TilAI 

A mutenger came to QUI1lY'h "yinII' that al·Barri'" had killed 'Urw, 
while they were in 'Uld;' in the IICred month, and they rode off without 
the knowledgt: of Hawazin. When the tatter heard. of it they PUl1lued them 
and overtoolr. them heforethey ruched theucred territory, and they fought 
till nightfall. When they entered the NCred territory Hawizin gave up the 
fight. Sporadicencounten took place on the follo ... ing daya, but the people 
hadno c:ommander-in-cltief, e.ch tribe being commanded byiUl head. The 
lpo.t1ewllo preaent at lIOIl'le of theae encounten, his unclea having liken him 
with them. He used to uy that he picked up the .rro .... which the enemy 
had Ihot and IIIve them to hil unclel tO lhoot 

uS. The ttory of the struggle is too long to be mentioned here. I cannot 
allow it to interrupt the prophet'l biography. 

ii�� tlutrlbro lH....JJ.h4.i'I-h<J<uAI�4 ... .. *"yin8 tho' ;'Lay b<:""un Nokhl. and TI·if. 



131. 'A'idh h. 'Imri.n b. MakhzQm 
IJZ. According to another acoount, 'we are not going astray', 

O 'Abb1s, ifour horus hadb�nin good fertle 
In Tathlith you would not have vied with the l;Iums in my absence. 

Then they met at the hattie of DhQ Najab when Ijan;ala had the better of 



The Life of Muhammad 

B. '.\mir and l:Iusln b. Mu'iwiya al·Kind! wu llain. He waf known .. 
Ibn Kabshl. Yazid b. ai·$I'lq ll-Kil ibt wu taken prisoner and ai-Tufayl 
b. M;},lik b. la'far b. Kilib the flther of' Amir b. al_ Tufayl fled. About him 
al-Flrazdaqllid: 

Of them wu Tufayl b. Milik who delivered 
On hilhorse Qun:ul I nun Iwift to fI« 
\Ve Imote the head of Ibn Khuwlylid, 
Adding to thc owls thlt hlunt I mm', gnve.' 

To this llrir nplied: 
We dyed the crown of Ibn Kabsha. 
\Vhcn the avalrymcthc encou.nteredI min who shallered hi • •  kull.' 

The atory of the blttil"tof Jaball.and DhQ Najab is too long to be dealt 
with herc for the reuonsgiven when the SlcrilegioUl \VlrW1ls ditcu!Sed. 
135. Rahaqmeani rebellionmd folly, uin thelincofRu'blb. II-'Ajjlj : 

When fcver mUeli the vicious camel mad. [Cf. DflCdnz.li. 4'] 
Thi' verse oeeun in ane ofhil fajaz paema. Rahaq also rneaJa loCCking I 
thing until you get near it whether you take it or not. The AmC poet, 
detcribingwild lllC:t, IIYS: 

Thcir taillflicklnd they.hudderwhen theyfnr they will bcovertaken. 
The word is aiso uscd u a 1tUlfdar. 'I hive home (rahiJJ.tu) a crime or hard
.hip which you hlve l.id upon me u I helVY burden.' It is UIed in the 
Qunn in the ume sense: 'We feared thlt he would prell hlrdly upon them 
in rebellion md unbelief' (18. 79); also, 'Do not tnat me hanhly for whit I 
Iuvedone' {t8·71). 
136. Al-Ghaytai.l WII of B. MUlTI b. 'Abdu MlNIt b. Kininl, brothers 

:e���� i�· h��:�: She ""II the mother of the Ghayitil whom AbO Tilib 

Foolish In the minds of the people who ez:chmged UI 
For the BlnO Khlllrind the GhaY'til. 

Ghay;},lil is the marne given to her sons Imong B. Sahm b. 'Amr b. Hu,lyt 
137. Thi, isuq',notpoetTy. 
:
.
3�� ��e.:

t
Vl���, i. 'A nun will cry in eloquent llnguage, .. yilli, There 

An luthority on poetry recited to me the following linu 
I wu amazed at thejinn and their dumbfounding, 
Althey.addledthcirbcllSlSwith th"irdoths, 
Making for Mecca, scekingguidancc. 
Bclievingjinn In not like impurejinn 

1 A rof • ....,.,. ... ohc.neionl bolidwt .... t . ume fGt1 .. f ... mlh . .... U. Gf l  ... ot.'n .nd  
..,","'Redbylh"" "'''''. Tho 1e., inNoq. 1116. 3 "  ... porior. 

· Th'" '. the Rlftlnin.';VftI ... �· byA. Dh. (cf. NMI. 8lJ.4). Tho ",!",ninl .iftn 
by W.it " ri,htly ",jecud by ........... bk """"""nu' ..... 'hCIu'h .... . lt ... t>on Gf,, __ 
�f��:...�!s�·::��=;,:,�"':..:q<I� due 1<> ....->ne " ..... 8"'" , .... RIOft ... ual meu>ina 



139. Yarlaftiflun mnns 'they asked Cor help'. Itlltomeana 'theYlrbitrated' 
u in the verae of the Ouran, '0 lIur Lord judge between u. Ind our people 
rightly, thou being the bestofjuclgn' (,. 87). 

140. 01)'11 Wit d. KAhil b. 'Udhra b. Sa'd b. Zayd b. Layth b. SOd b. Atlum 
b. a1·l;Ilfb. Ouc;li'a, the mother of 11·.-\ul and al-Khazraj. AI_Nu'min b. 
Dashiral·An,ari praising al-Aus and al-Khuraj .. id 

Noble toni of Oarla! None who mingled with them 
Found rlult with theiroompany; 
Generoul, heroel, rejoicing in holpi,-Uty, 
Following the traditionJof their fathen u l duty 

'4' 'Ur1lU:4' meaJU trembling from cold, and Ihuddering fits; if iCCOffi_ 
panied bY 5\"cating itis thelwnt offe"er 

'4Z. There il a story about 'UthmAn which I cannot repeat for realonl 
given abo,·e. [S« Suhlyli.) 

'43. These verles really belong to an ode of Umayya b. AbQ'I·�alt, except Cor 
�:,fi�:t ,:%;h����: and the last verse. The second hllf of the fir$1 vme 

144. AI-l;Iao;lramT wu 'Abdullah b. '!mid b. Akblr, oneof the �adifwhose 
namewu'Anub. Mllik, llMof lheSIlkOn b. Ashru b. Kindl(tome .. y 
Kindl) b. Thlur b. Marta' b. 'Mir b . •  Adly b. al-l;Ilrith b. MUlTI b. Udad b. 
Zlyd b. Mihu' b . •  Ann b. 'AnD b. Zayd b. Kahlln b. Slba'. Othe" uy 
Mlrtl' b. Mllik b. Zayd b. KahI1n b. Slba'. 

146. The firsl two verses of this poem are attributed to Umayya b. Abu 
al-$all and the last "ene occun in one of hil odes. The woni. " 'lin idols' 
havenotl.l.'. luthority. 

147. The Arab. IIY lalw1l1l1l1hand ttJJ,.o.lI''''/melningthe l;Ianifite religion, 
lubstituling f for th, ju5t K theytly jo.do.th andjado.f meaning a grave 
Ru'ba b . •  J.'Ajjiij said 

If my �tones were with the other gravestones (ajdA/), meaning ajdath 
Thi. verse belongs 10 a r(J.ja� poem of hi., and the vern of Abo. Tilib to an 

ode by him which I will mention, please God, in the proper place. AbO 
'Ubayda told me that the Anbs say fllmma instead of thumma 

148. OaIb here mean. a hollow pearl. One in whom I hive confidence told 
me that Gabriel CIUlle 10 the apostle and lIid, 'Gi\'e Khadijl greetings from 
her Lord.' The apostle said, '0 Khadija, Gabriel r>roclaim5 peace to you 
from your Lord.' She replied, 'God i, peace, from Him come. peau, and 
peace be upon Gabriel.' 

149. Saja mean.'tobe quiel'. Umayya b. Abu'I-!;ialt the Thaqafite (Dff4'dn 
xviii)lIid: 

When he CIUlle by night my friend walasie<=p 
And the night wuquiet in blackest gloom. 
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You can uy of the eye when iu glance is fixed it is s4jia. 
Jarir uid 

Theyahotyou u they went with quiet eyel 
Slaying you from bctwccn the howdah curtains 

'
A::a�ri:��HUdhaIlUid: 

The deatitute went to hi. house in wintcr 
A poorman cJad in t\I'O pnnentl finding hil way by the barking o[the 

dogs.' 
The plun.l i, 'ala and '�)'Y<ll. 'A'il also meanl one who hu a la� flUllily 
and one who is aenid; Ind in the Ouran 'That is more likely that you will 
not bc unjult' (4. J) 

Abn Tilib said' 
In aju.t balance he gi\·c. full wcight of barley 
He is in himsclfan unerringwitneu. (Scc further t7s. 17.) 

'A'il iito means I tiresome, welrisome thing; you can "y, 'this thing hu 
uhaulledme' 'd/'lIIr, i.e. opprnsedand wearicd me. 

a!,Flrn,:l.q said: 
You ICC the most prominent chief. of Ounysh 
Whenever a great misfortune occun 

ISO. Son,., add 'and T�lib'. 
151. Zlyd b. l:(Jiritha b. Shartil).n b. Ka'b b. 'Abdu'I.'Uzzi b. Imru'u'l· 
OaYI b, '.\mir b. al-Nu'mAn b. 'Amir b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 'Auf b. Kiru1nl b, 
Bakr b. 'Auf b. 'Udhn b. Zlyd AHAt b. Ruflyda b. 'Thaur b. Kllb b. 
Wabn. J:laklm b. l:(izilm b. Khuwaylid had come from Syria with a party 
of slaves among whom was Zayd, then a young man. Hi. aunt. who by that 
time wu the lpostle's wife, came to scc him and he invited her 10 choose 
snyone of the youngsllves she liked. She chose Zayd and look him away 
with her. When the apostle uw him he uked her 10 gi\'e him 10 him. She 
�� �.::::: 

t�
e �� him and adopted him u hilson. This was before re"ela_ 

Hi. father l:(iritha wu exceeding IOrrowful at hi. loti and mourned him 
in the following vern: 

I wept over Zlyd, nOl knowing whl' had happened-
\Vhelher I could hope to ICe him again or whether he wudnd 
By Gad I do not know, often though ( uk, 

l��;::���t�;����.���

i
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���n�� me 
Sun rile remind. me of him; the lunlCt brinp his memory before me.' 
When the winds blow they Itir up thoughts of him. 

I The "'ON "'�ffaltbi'" ""'O,,".he ""''' ,,'1>0., ni,h, imi" 'et .he barkin8 of d<>iI '" ,h •• 
if ." .nc.mp""'n' ;I .. nr 'h< dogs ... ill .. k. u�hi l chall.nR. ondh< "",, fm.d .. ;. ... ,.,of� 
.nd wonn' .. fromd .. di....,tionthcirhaRinll gi'-a him. The '''''<> nll&"'d r'rn'InI .. . re ."" 
tro ... n .nd.he ..... i .. bo.nd.the indi.pen ... bl.min;mum 

' Cf . •  !.KhanoI.ed· lky..out,p.SS. 



Long will I grieve and fear for him! 
I thall u.te the best cameb in scouring the land 
Nor weary of Karching though the Qmelt tin', 
So long as I li\-e till death comu to me. 
For all mu.st die, though hope d«eivet men. 

Then he came to him while he wu with the 'P'O*de, who told Zayd that 
he could ttay with himorifhe preferndiQ.waywith his father. He replied 
that he would certainly lIay with him, and he remained with the a�de until 
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(So.ra 3J· s) he uid, ' l am Zayd b. l;llrith. ' 

�'��r:ee�e was 'Abdullah. He was called 'AtIq because of hi. 

IS3. 'Ille worda '" his invitation' are not from 1.1. 'akamo 'hold back' 
tneaIU taJMhutJa 'de I ay', as ;n the line of Ru'ba b. aI·'Ajjij : 

W.ththibtook her away and dd.yed not ('akama) 
IS4. Thi. l.tterwuofB. Tamim;otherl uyofKhuzi'a. 
ISS. AI-Qira was their nickname; it i • •  aid of them 

ThOH who challenged the. Qlra " .hooting played them fair 
They were a tribe ofarcherl 
Is6. 'Am b. WI'il was the brother of Bah of IlIbr. b. Nizir. 
IS7. The renon he ....... called .a1·N'I)Qlm wu becauae the .�de wd, 
'I hellJ'dhi" inging in ParadilC,' Hisna/rmmeaJl.hi. voice. 
IS8. He had been bom • •  1Ive among aI·AId; he was .  bla<:k and Abu Bakr 
bought him from them. 
IS9· 0r Humayna. 
160. His name was Mihaham b. 'Utb. b. IlIbf • . . .  b. Lu'.yy 
161. Blhil. brought him and aold him to al-Khanlb b. Nufaylwho .dopted 
him; but when God revealed, 'Callthem.fter theirfatherl' names,' he nid, 
'I am Wlqid b. 'AbduJtah,' .ccording to what Abu 'Amr aI.M.danl,aid. 
161. 'Ammir was an 'Ami from M.dhl;lij. 
163. Namir was the lIOn of Quit b. Hinb b. Af" b. J.drll b. Aud b. R.br. 
b. Nizir; IIOme say of Afti b. Du'ml b. }.dn.. It i, uid that $uhayb was 

�f=�
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aI-Namir b. Qbit said Wt he was • prillOner in Byzantine territory .nd was 
bought from them. Thereia . tndition oftheprophetwhichn.tN: '$uhayb 
ilthefintoftheGree!u' (sc.to acceptblam). 
164, $ad4' mcan. 'distinguish between truth and f.a1lChood'. AbO. Dhu'.yb 
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al.Hudhali whose name was Khuwaylid b. Khiilid, describing wild assel and 
their mates, said' 

You are the dement and the avenging prince 
Dedaring the truth and driving away the wrongdoer 

165. Abu Sufyan's name was $akhr. 

166. AI-'A� b. Wii'iI b. Hashim b. Su'ayd b. Sahm b. 'Amr b. Hu�aYf. 

167. I have left OUt two verses in which he violently in,ulted hirn 

168. A variant reading is 'his root is in eopioulwater'. 

169. 'Anfd meari, 'obstinate opponent' as in the line of Ru'ba b. al.'Ajjl j; 

\Ve werc m1iting the head of the obstinate ('unnad). 

170. oosara mean' 'he had an angry espression' aa in Ihe worcis ofaI.'Ajjij 

Finn in jaw, angry in \'isagc, a biter, 

:
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f 
����" is 'Wa. You say 'tl{fif.auhu, meaning 'they divided 

The religion of God is not divided 



:Z*B. ��"'��,���ed��.:�I.�i:���.lre�:ero�� �:�:".:�:: ��� 
Tllib mentioru in hil vene above. [See p. 117, n.4.] 

175. 1.1. relltn Abu Qays here to B. WAqif, whereu in the .tory of the 
elephant he il related to Khatm •• The reason i. ttat the Arab. often rel.te 
• man to the brother of hi. grandfather if he tappenl to be better known 

Abu 'Ubaydll told me that 1ll-1;Iak.arn b. 'Amr .1_GhifArr ..... of the aonl 
of Nu'.yl., brother of GhifAr b. Mullyl. Nu'.yla was the aon of Mulayl 
b. J;)amra b. Bah b. 'Abdu Man.1t. They had laid that 'Utba was the 80n 
ofChuw.1n aI-Sulaml, he belng of the aon. of Mhin b. Mllnfur; Sullym was 

�'ro��::a:i at!�1 
Oays was of B. Wl'il; WA'il, Wiqif, and Khatma are 

176. The line "tisas _kr poured at random', and the vene 'if you buy 
apean', &c., and 'men'l Lord has choten I religion' and 'hil eavalry _ in 
the plains' were quoted to me by Abu Zayd al-An$.1ri and othen. As to hi. 
word. 'Know you not what happened in the Wlr of Oll,i,?' Abu 'Ubaydf. 
lold me that Oibi, was .  horse belonging to QIYS b. Zuha}'r b. hdhima b. 
Rawil;ta b. Rabra b. al-l;Ilrith b. Mizin b. Outay', b. 'Aba b. Baghlo;! b. 
Rayth b. Ghatafin which he raced against I mare of l;ludhlyfa b. Dacit 
b. 'Amr b. Z.yd b. Ju'.yya b. Laudhln b. Tha'laba b. 'Adiy b. Fulra b 
Ohubyin b. Baghlo;l b. Rayth b. Ghatafln ealled lll-Chlbri'. l;Iudhlyf.hid 
some of hi. men in ambush and ordered them to hit O.1!)il in the flce if they 
saw him taking the le.d. Thi8 i. preciJely what hlPpened, Ind ao Chlbri' 
came in lint. When the ride:r of Oi!);. came in he told Oar- what had 
happencd, lnd his brother Milik b. Zuh.yr got up and alapped al-Ghabri ' 
in the face, whereuponl:lamlll b. Badr got up and slapped Milik'. face 
Aflerwanll AbQ'I-Juna�'dib Ill-'Abai fell in with 'Aufb. l:ludhayi'a and killed 
him; then a man of the B. Fulra met Milik and killed him, and l;Iamal, 
Hudhayfa's brother, said: 

We have killed Mllik in re\-cnge for 'Auf. 
lCyou try to get more Ihan your due from ua you will be aorry. 

Al-Rabr b. Ziyid lll-'Alnisaid: 

Afler Milik b. Zuh.yr huheen killed, 
Can \\-omen hope forearnlll deligh"?' 

Thus war broke out between'Abs and Fulra, andl;ludhayfa b. Bldrand 
hia brother l;Ianu.I were killed. Qays b. Zuh.yrwu grieved and compoted 
In elcgy on him: 

How many a lmight who i. no lmight i. ealled (to wn) 
But at II-HaW'a there was a true lmight 
So weep forl;ludhayfl; you will not mourn hi. like 
Until tri�. notyetborn .hallhave perished. 

He 1ll8O wd: 

The young man l;Iam.l b. Badrdid wrong, 
And injustice i. an evil food. 

' i. •. W •• will brallout lnd lhen ouual ... lationo wil l bc taboo. 
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A1-l;Iarith b. Zuhlyr the brother of Qay, uid: 

I left at aI-Habl'l withoul pride 
J;ludhayfl'. body 'mid the brokm .pealt. 

Some saythlt QI)'I raced the horses Dibiaand al-Ghabri', whileJ;lud
h.yfa nced al-Khaltlrand II-J;lanfi'; but the first locounti. the sounder. 
I cannot go inlo the .tory further because it interrupu the apostle's biognphy_ 

A. to the words 'wlr of J;lllib' the reference i. to J;li\ib b. II-J;llrith b. 
QI)'I b. Hlysha b. aI_l:Ilrith b. UmaY)'l. b. Mu'iwiya b. MAlik b. 'Auf b. 
'Arnr b. 'Auf b. MAlik b. ai_Au. who had kil led I Jew under the protection 
or a1·Kh.aznj. So Yazid b. aJ-J;lirith b. Qa)'l b. Milik b. Ai)mar b. Hirithl 
b. Tha'iaba b. Ka'b b. al_Khur-.j b. al-l;Iirith b. al-Khunj known u Ibn 
Fusbum from his mother Fusi:lum, a woman ofal-Qayn b. JUt, went out by 
ni.(ht with a number of B. l:Iirith b. aI·Khazr-.j and killed l;Illib. Thus war 
broke OUt between II-Aul and al-Khaznj and wu _gee! bitlerly until 
victory wenttoal·Khazraj. Suwayd b. $lmit b. Khilid b. 'AliY)'l. b.J;lau\ 
b. l;Iabib b. 'Arnr b. 'Auf b. Mllik b. ai-Au. was killed by II_Mujadhdhir 
b. Dhiyld aI_Ballwl whnse name was 'Abdullah, an ally of B. 'Auf b 
al-Khuraj. AI-Mujadhdhir went out with the apostle to the baIlie of 
Ubud and aI.l;Iirith b. Suwayd went out with him. AI-l;Iirith took al· 
Mujldhdhir offhil guard and killed him in re\'enge for hi . father. (I ,hall 
mention the .tory in its proper p1ace if God will.) I cannot go into the 
details of the wlfwhich followed for the reasons which have been given 
already 

177. A Inlmed tnditionist told me thatlhe wont treatment that the apostle 
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and wrapped himself up bc<,;aUlle of the violence of the .hock. Then God 
revealed to him, '0 thou that In enwrapped, Rise and warn' (Sura 7,.). 

179. He it is who �cording to my information said, 'I will send down some_ 
thing like what God has sent down.' 

ISo. bdkJ.j'u1I "a/�k meant 'commitling suicide' according to what Abll 
'Ubayda told me. DhU'I-Rumma aaid: 

o thou that dcstroyest thr..,lf 
In longing for that whieh fate hu tuen from thce. 

The plural is Mkhi"l;n and bakho·(l. The Arab. say 'I have impressed 
(bakha'o) my advice upon him', i.e. 1 have laboured so to do. 

181. Sa'Ed means 'the ground'; pI. flilld. Dhu'l-Rumnll, desc;ribing a 
linle guelle, said: 

In the morning it leapl gaily over the ground 
As though wine COUrsL-d through the \'ery bones of its head. 

$tJ'fd alsoffican. ',heway',asyou find in the tradition 'Beware oflitting by 
thewa)'lide' meaning the road. Thc wordjllT1l.z means 'barr= land', pI 
ajru. Youcan saYW1IlJjvTu:z, 'abarn:n ye-af', andn·nww. ajr4z, i.t. years in 



which no rain falls, and drought, desolation, andhaniahip reault. 1be l&llle 
poet describing o;amd. wTOte: 

Theirbellieacontain n.ught butdi�sse sndbarnnnc ... 
They � nothingb!'t inflatedbonea 

18z. RlUIfm is thc book in which their atory was inscribed (ruq;_), pI. 
�,". A1-·Ajjsj aaid· 

The place of the inscribed volumc ('mml'qqom). 
183. Sharar means 'cJ:lgiention and going beyond wMt i$ right'. A"hI 
ofB· Q·Yl b. Tha'lsba said: 

They wit! not cease, nothing will halt thc wicked 
Dut a thruu in which the oil and the wick perilh. 

[i.e. a deadly wound. Dfflodn, ed. R. Geycr, :dviii. I. l, beginning hDlnot la 
&Shere). 

114. Ta.:-tfu-ara meanl 'toindine' from rir. Imru'ul-Qs.,..b. f:lujr aaid: 

I &nl a chid; if I retuma king 
'Twill bc in .uch a way U to make the guide appear to be going utny. 

Abo.'I-Z.]:lfal-Kulaybi deacribing a district uid' 

Thc coe.r$e salt herbage is not what we want 
To do without wlter for five days makea the camela thin. 

I��t�":;,��-::::;Ui meanl passing them Ind leaving them on the 

To howdsha which passcd by the $lnd-dur'lCS or MUlhrif 
To the left while on their right are the horaemen. 

(A.Dh . .. ys thatfaw41is meant sandhiUs.] 

Fajwa means 'space', pl.jij/J', aa the poet say.: 

You clothed your people with shame and debasement 
Until they became outlawl and forsook the space where their dwelling 

18S. WalEd ffican5 'a door'. 'Ubayd b. Wahb al-'Abal said 

In a desert land itl door wide open tome 
In which my merita are not unknowr'I. 

Wa/fd .lso means 'courlyard'. Plural!n'aI4'id,u'Jj,"d, f<�'fdall, anduludand 
",d/J" 

186. Hi. name Will Aleundcr. He built Alexandria and it was named after 
him. 

IS,. YaI,btI meana 'wlter which bUflu forth from the earth'. The plural i, 
y.mabf'. Ibn Hanna, whote n&nle was Ibrahim b. 'AII.I-Fihri, said' 

If you Ihcd a tur in every dwelling 
Their source would dry, but your tean would be l .pring(YIl1lbU'). 
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188. NaJja'anmeans 'we will seize and drag',as the poetaaid 
A peop!e, who when they hear a cry for he!p, 
YOli Bee thcm brid!ing thcirmarel or taking hold of their fore!ocks. 

Look to your own affail1l,for I belong to the BaniiAsad, 
A peop!e of assemblies, generosity, and meetings 

There were twodsy" one a day ofoonference and meetings, 
And a day given lip toa foray against the enemy 

And AI-Kumaytb. Zaydsaid' 
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Nadi means 'thOM: sitting together' Ilnd ll'ab4"iya meana 'rough, violent 
people', and in thil context 'the guardians of-Hell'. In reference to this world 
it means 'the troops who act as a rnan', bodyguard', and the lingular is 
%j
7��

a
al_Ziba'riiuidin rcferenec: tothem' 

Lavish in hospitality,thrusting in bllttle, 
ZaM"iya, violent, coarH! Ilre theirmind5. 

He means 'violent'. $akhr b. 'Abdulillh al-Hudhali, the 'erring $akhr', uid 

181). Others uyof'Anuab. Audb. Rabfa 

190. 'Uthmlin b. Ma;'un wasincha�ofthem according tothe infonnation 
a ttaditionist ga"e me 

19%. Mu'ayqib belonged to Daus. 

193. According to others Hazal b. Fasb. Dharr kndDahirb. Thaur. 

I�. Shammh's name was 'Uthmln. He was called Shammis for the reaMln 
that a deaoon camc to Mec:cain pagan time8, arnanso handaome as to excite 
general admiration. 'Utba b. Rabfa, who was the maternal uncle of Sham
mill, aaid, '1 will bring you a Shammh morc handsome than he,' and he 
fetched hi, silter's son 'Uthmlin b. 'Uthmin, and MI he was callcd Shammh 
Iceording 10 what I. ShiMb sndothersuid 

19s· 0thersaay J:lubshi)1l b. Salul whowas calledMu'attibb. J:lamn' 

����;urai)bil b. Abdullah, one of the Chauth b. Murr, brother of Tamim 

197. AI_'� b. Wi'il b. Hbhim b. Sa'd b. Sahm. 

199. Another reading is dibrtl1l 'grcat wealth', and tuy"'" 'you may pasture 
at will'. Dabrin AbYSlinian mcans 'mountain' 

lOO. A traditionist lold me that his MIn added, 'May God reward him well,' 
to which he replied, 'May God not reward him well' [presumably bccause 
hewu not a Muslim] 

lOI. And, itis uid, al-NaQ.rb. al-J:llirith. 

aoa. Tabbat mcan. 'belost'and taMb means 'loss' 
J:labibb. Khudra al-Khlriji, oneofB. Hilil b. 'Amir b. $a',a'l,said 

° Tib,we lreamong l peoplc 
Whose gloryhu departed in death and destruction (tabab). 
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:loJ. pdmean' ·neek· . ..  in the vene oCA'.hi ofB. Qay.· 
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[Diu:411. p. 14o. 6 (with unimportantvari.nu)]. The plural il aiyM. i\1QJad 
is fibre crushed like cotton. and rope is twisted from it. AI.Nibigh. al
Dhubyiini whOle mime w .. Ziyid b. 'Amr b. Mu'iwiya said: 

Many . rat young mare h .. . tooth 
Which h .. s lOund like the waterwheel IIId the rope. I 

:104. The words 'his reljgion we loathe and hate' are not from I. I. 
:105. Humo.%a is one who insults a man publicly. He shuts hi. eye. upon him 
Ind winks at him. I:lanin b. Th�bit uid' 

I bit into you with a rhyme thlt bumt like fire 
And you gf'(weUed. in hwniliation." 

Plunl hulllO%61. Lllma%o. iI one who wultt . man eeeretly. Ru·bf. b. 
al·1;Iaiiij $3.id: 

In the ,h,dow or him who oppreS8<" , de'pilcs, and .Ianden me 

106. Affiik mean. 'li.r'. Cf.'Lo. it il of theit lying that they uyGod has 
begotten. Verily they tell . lie· (Surs37. 151). Ru'bf. said: 

Notor. m.n who uttered a lyilll' lpeech 

107. The ?ltlIab of Gehenn. is e\"erything that i. kindled in it. Abu Dhu'ayb 
II.Hudh.li whose name was Khuwlylid b. Khilid said: 

Quench, do not kindle, Ind do not feed the flame 
Of war lest iu hortOrs hasten on you 

Another relding it 'And do not be thefirellick' [the equivalent of our poke r. 
LXr«f1l l<I:I, C. 6]. AI the poet say. 

I stirred up my fire for him .nd he saw the blaze. 
Unleu I had lIirred it he would hive missed. the wtly. 

108. i\1uhl meana molten bronzc or lead or Iny other metal, aceording to 
whit Abu 'Ub.yd, told me. We were told that 11·1;I,,"n b. Abu'I.1;Iasan 
al·BI�ri said: "Abdullah b. Mu'iid was put in charge of the treasury of 
Kiifa by 'Umar. One d.y he ordered silver to be melted down, and it began 
to ch.nge iu colour. 10 he ordered everyone who wu near the door to came 

, 'Thi. ""nltantocfftmi"' and o.queoli"' or tl)e d ......... hecl. ,...I . d"'roc'.riltie f�.tu...., 
oftheoth"'wi .... i .. n'"..i., ntl>erirritati"' •• f'in.lO throew-c:omer.· nou.l .. C..ruthr,., 
A,""""' Atkfth ..... London. 19)5,P.91 

• The ci"," or ide .. io mqiaol. I. will be r .... nd .bot 011 .... rd. of ""toin,. IlInd�nn" 
.nd b.c:.bitin,g one;nally ind ..... obmeoo" o(phym.l inj .. ". and the  ........ i. ltill .pponn.. 
h.r •. By I.H.·.ti ..... i t _ n�Jl«ted .nd.llb"t fo.lOl .. n. ThepfOpe • •  eadin. rn .... !)e 
JaIJt'-Ia" ano' 'u .. in C. The tut in DiIlt'4R loi.6 difr ... ... id.ly and i . ..... lntfor 



:�:: ,I:�ok at it, saying, "The nearest thing to muhl which you will ever see 

The poet said 

My Lord will give him molten metal to swa!low at a draught 
It will shnvel the faces while it is molten in hi� belly 

He mingled Ioothsome pus from it with water 
Then he drank death draught after draught.' 

20<). r. Umm Maktum was one of B. 'Amir b, Lu'ayy whose name was 
'Abdullah, or, accordingto ,ome, 'Amr 
210. Nllbzfmeans 'plunder'. I have omitted the lastvene, 
2" . They were all confedernte, and were called Al,!<1bIsh because they had 
made an alliance in a valley called al-Al)bash below Mecca 



TM uJe of Muhammad 

pra� tMR. Thm he went to hi. house. That il wh.t I:lUlln is rdemng 
to. [ThiI illIl lbbreviltion ofl.l:l account inT. aOJ.] 

:U4. Hilhlm wuone of Su.I;IIrn or S...khIm. 

Khalild b. Qurra b. Khllid .l·s.dall .ndolher lhaykhl ofBakrb. WI·il 
from Kholln told me th.t .1·A·,hl of B. Q,yI b. Th,'lab, b. 'Uklbl b 
!?1'b b.'A1ib.Bakrb. Wi·il wentlothe lpoltledeliring lolccept blllTl.nd 
eorJlpoHd the foUowing poem in pnise ofthe lpostle;' 

Did your toR eyel not closc tM night 
You lly .leeplea II though I make hid bitten youl 
'Twu not for deliR ofwomtn. for befOR this 

�:� l":!cf����=v:� 
Mlhdld. 

Dall"Oy.l8"inwhat myhllldlhave replired 
Youth,DlIturity, andwealth l· ... r: lost 
In God'. name. how thil Time doa ehlnge! 
E ... erlince l wll younghlve l toughtwealth 
Inail foUTlllget ofman'" rowth. 
I m.de full use of the Iwift tlwny camell 
Rlcing ICfOSS the land between 11·Nujlyr IIld $arkhld. 
If you uk lbout me (Ind mmy .n imponunlte 
AlUlbout A"lhi) whither he hugone 
o you who uk me whither they Ire 8Oins. 
I'tell you tMy hive I meetinj: with the people of Mtdinl. 
She Ufl[eI forward her.wifthind1ep, 
Foldina blck her fORlep but nut u thouih hobbled. 
In the noondly'I .. vq;e hell the'l lritky 
Whm you'd think the chameleon would aink hil hnd.' 

��:�:':!S:�;=�:l lOn 
She Dlly relt llld plrtake ofhi, bounty. 
A pro�t whoseet whllyou Clinnot see, 
Whose reputation hll retched the lowlands and the hiUs. 
Hi. gifta and presentt IR not intermittent; 
If he gives tod.y it does not II op him ,; ving- tomorrow. 
I Idjure thee, did you not hnrthe eounsel of Muhammld 
Tht prophet of God when he eounselled and witnessed! 
Ifyoudonottravelwith provi.ionof piety 
And afttr delth meet one who hu taken IUch provi.ion 
You will regret thll you are not like him 

' See GMidru ... AW � M._ •. � •• ;rIM . . .. <d. RudolfGqu {Gibb 
M.......n..J So:ria). London. I'.I, pp . •  a. f. l hovc tnnopooed """- 7 and l ;., lhe tut 
01 lhe Sft .. .. lhe ordcr oflhe DftHll ia obrioualy n.b •. Tb&kn will repoy oollotlan. 

' 1'bio croaturei ... idlOfocc the.untbrouahoutitodoily coourx.OUIdooot noon it_1d 
(OUId.t-Ildl) p«r"potlheoky 



Wirh prepRfation auch uhehu m.de. 
�::�h:!n ":o!':::! :nm.:=�ch them not, 

Do not venente atandinguonet 
Norwonhip idol., but wonhip God. 
Come not near • free woman-the i. unllwful to )"OU.. 
Mlrry or remain oelibate. 
Wrong not your kinsman 
Nor the prilOner in bond •. 
���YG�od.:�g�

t
·����m;ng. 

��hi': �I��=n ���� immortal.' 
When he wu nesr Mecca or sctuaIly in it one of the heathen Qunyah met 

him and he told him that he wu making for the .pottle of God to sdopt 
hlsrn. He ... id 10 him, '0 AbO Bstlr, he prohibits fornication I' AJ-A'ahl 
replied, 'But that'ltomething I've no detire for.' 'Ah, buthe forbids winel' 
'Now that '. IOmething that I .rill takepleuure in. I will ao ..... y lind drink 
lona llnd deeply for . yesrllndthenretumllnd eccept hlam.' Sohe went 
,wly .nddied in the yesr, 10 Ihat he did not retum lothe .pottle, 

217, Some ... y huh •. 
:u8, Yullrid"1UJ illJyhimesns 'inc1ine to' lind iUuid it 'inclining away from 
Ihetroth', Ru'bab. al-'Aijlj aaid: 

When every heretic (mullri4) followed a1-J,)a/)l}J.k. 

AJ·J;;>.t,l;J.Ikthe Khirijite. 

319. TIle ownerofM.ll,Ub wu'Aufb. II.Al)wq b.JI·farb. Killb .... hodied 
in Malbo.b. When he ... }" 'atal.Rid..i' i,rhe houte of another fl"l"Utman' 
hemesN Sh\lJ1lYl) b ... ·Al;lwq whodied in .I·Rldl·. By Kautharhe mesna 
IfQlhlt', for the fonner ia derived from the iltter. Al_Kurnaytb. Zaydaaid 
in pn.ise of Hilhlm b. 'Abdu'l-Malik b. "Marwln: 

You .re lfnthr" O Ibn M.rw�n, good; 
And yourbthcr, thc IOn of noble women, WII grcal (kauthar) 

Um.yya b. Aba 'A'idh al·Hudhall dcseribina a wild au Rid: 

He prote<:ts hit fenurJes when they ron 
And bny in clouds of dUll u though covered with I cloth. 

:ri!O:;�'::�:"�aN a cloud of dual which he likeN to boncdotlu because 

220. i.e. Ja'f,r b. ·Am. b. Um.yya a1·J;;)amrl. 

221. The foliowingdC"SCription ofthe apottie comeafrom 'Um.r, freedman 
of Ghufn! from Ibrlhim b. Muhanunad b. 'All b. Abu Tllib. 'All uaed to 

' llwiIi M obHn·ed 'hot lbn loblq k ....... no.hin • •  bouttlulpo«n .".hich, •• PKi.lly 
inill llt .. " ...... , f.lllbolo .. the h .. h ... ndord o f A  .. b ic v  ....... Fo. �htoned A  .. b 
.ritidom _Tl H. I;f .... yn, Frl.lfdo>bi·/_1411i1l, p . •  ,8 



7'1.6 The Life of Muhammad 

1'1.2. Add I. Su'ayd b. Sahm. 
223. I have omitted a verse which isobllCene 

225. 'Abid b. al-Abrcas said 
News came to me from Tamim that they 
\Vere indignant and wrathful at the slain of'Amir. 

As though you were a CIUTle1 of {he Bami Uqaysh 
With an old skin rattling behind your legs 

(to $care it into movement). 
'1.'1.8. Firb b. 'Abdullah b.Salama b. Qushayr b. Ka'bb. R.abi'a b. 'Amirb. 
Sa'ta·a. 



229. Mr.1' was d. 'Uhayd h. Tha'iaba h. Ghanm b. i\-IlUik b. al·Najj.1r. 
2)0. Others say '.A.m;r h. al.A2raq 
23 I. 'Amr was Ibn Saw.1d. He had no son called Ghanm 
232. Dhakwan wasan emigrant anda helpcr. 

214. TayyiMn ean be spdt Tayhiin like mayyif and mayt 
��S

a
i
_

��
�
ar's name was Ka'b b. al·l;Iarith h. al-Khazraj h. 'Amr h. Malik 

236. The two verses beginning 'were it not' and the last line were quoted 
to me by a man of the An'!lr or a man of Khuzii' a. 
237. 'Aun b. Ayyub al.An��ri said' 

To us belongs the man who was the first to pray 
Facing the Ral).man's Ka'ba betv.·een the sacred sites 

meaningal-Barii' b. Ma'n1r 
238. Hadm can be read haMm, meaning sanctity; i.e. what is sacred 10 you 
is sacred to me and your 'blood' is my blood 
239. He was Ghanm b. 'Auf, brother of Salim b . •  Auf b. 'Amr b, 'Auf 
240. Though lOme say the last name should be b. Khunays 

I ;.�. whero fealty w ••• worn; v., 
I Or. ''''h�n they follow�d one oftn the othe .... This is one of th� fo,� .... f .. ourite 



728 Tht Lift of Muhammad 

Ibn Rabr' if you got his word 
Would not surrender him. Let none hOJX' for that 
Likewise Ibn Rawal;la would not give him up to you 
He would rather drink deadly poison than JX'r;ure himself 
In loyalty to him. And al-Qauqlli b. $runit 
h far from doing what you propose 
Abll Haytham alsowas faithful, 
Bound by his word 
You cannot hope to get Ibn!;lu.;layr', help 

�: t��
n
�::��;�;�!:/:.

u;::;lish error I 

h utterly opposed.to your suggestion 
These ate sttrs which will bring you ill fortune 
When they rise in the darknen of the night 

Ri��uS Ka'b mentions Ab17l'I-Haytham among them, but he passel over 

242. $aluJ wu • woman of Khuu'a named Umm Uba}'}' b. MAlik b. al
J:lArith b. 'Ubayd b. MAlik b. Salim b. Ghanm b. 'Auf b, al-Khazra; 

244. The man who took pity on him was Abii'I.Bakhtari b. Hisham 
244tl. ForJumal �ariyyan some say kdna baqlqan 
245. The name is sometimesspelt Za'aunl'. 
246. 1.1. relates him to B. 'Arm b. 'Auf, but he was of B. Gharun b. al. 

�oa:. r;I:�:�e�o ����
ns Ihat when a man lives among a tribe he is supposed 

247. Or Umayya b. ai-Bark. 
248. Or Rifi'sb. al-J:lArith b. Sawad 
249. !;Iudayla WIll d. M�lik b. Zayd Manit b. J:I�bib b. 'Abdu !;I�ritha b 
Milik b. GhaQb b. Jusham b. al-Khaaraj. 

::t�:rn;;e genealogy of Ghaziya should bf, Ghaziya b. 'Amr b. 'Atiya b 

252. Some spell the name Jabbar 
�!J��a

;��:t�lh:n:ad b. 'Abbiid b. 'Amr b. Ghonm b. Sawad. Sawid had 

254. 'Umayr was the son of al·!;Iarith b. Labda b. Tha'laba. 
255. The Au. referred to above wu J. 'Abbid b. 'Adiy b. Ka'b b. 'Amr b. 
Udhanb. Sa'd. (ForUdhan W. has Uda}'}'.) 
���A��I ancestor Ghanm b. 'Auf was the brother of Salim b. 'Auf b. 'Amr 



::1.57 . •  I-!:Iubl.� was SAlim b. Ghanm b. 'Auf .nd he got the name from his 
bigbtUy. (SeeS. i1I/oc.] 

258. Rifi'a was the Ion of MAlik b . •  I-Walld b. 'Abdullah b. Milik b. 
Tha'llblb. Juaham b. Mllikb. Slllm. 

::1.60. This verse really cornea from In ode of Abu Du'Ad al-IySdr. The 
",'<)rdl!Ubmeans·painfuldillreSl·. Somemanu�ripts add'in anothercontext 
"ne-ed" ia the meaning; the word .lao meaN "lin'" 

261. Thewordqullmeanl 'one·. u in the Jine ofLabldb. l4bra· 

The fate of every frechom man is one 
Howe ... ermany they bt. 

(Dfu:d". Chilidl, 19·) 

262. 0thers uy !:lumayn 

::1.6). The words 'anywhere but to Y.thrib· and 'w�n friendship is laeking' 
are nOt from 1.1. By idJI he means idIuJ 'when' as in the · .... ord of Allah 
(SUi'll J4. )0) 'ldJI the linners are Itationed before their Lord'. Abu Najm 
al_'ljll Pid 

Then may God reward him for UI when He awards 
The gardenl of Eden in highest hea ... en 

::1.64. One I can trull toldtM that the apostle ... id when hewN in Medina: 'Who 
will bring me 'Ayy;bh and HisMm?' AI_Wal1d b. al-Walld b. II_Mughll1l 
"olunt�red to do 10 and came to Mecca aecretly. He met a womln carrying 
some food and uked her whel'('.he wNgoing. Shesaidthlt.he wsagoirc 
to twO prisoners, and he followed her ao th.t he could learn w�re they weI'('. 
He foond th.t they were in a houle which had no roof, .nd when night fell 
he climbed the WIU; then he took a ttone and put it under their felters an d 

�Itl:;��e�:�::;�:�'� �=�: =�:=;h:
r
:

i
�:=t:���rc:h:: 

away. He stumbled and cut his roe and aaid' 

¥Ou.l'('naughtbuta toe that bled 
Thi. hu happened to you in the w.y of AII.h. 

Then he took them to the apostle in Medina. [W. ueribe. thi, plluge to 
J.I. him�lr.l 

���:
it

AbU Khaulr belonged to B. 'Ijl b. Lujaynl b. $a'b b. 'Alr b. Bakr b. 

::1.66. It WII mentioned to me that AbQ 'Uthm�n al-Nahdl said thai he had 
heard that w�n $uhayb wanted to emigrate the unbelit ... ing Qura)'lh .. id. 
'You came to us a pennileu beggar and h .... e acquired "'('Ilth among U' • 
• nd then you think that you can gooffw;th your money. ByGad, that.hali 
not bel' Howe ... er, $uhayb was so e.ger to be off that he made hi. monty 
o\·er tothem • •  ndwhen the .post1e hcard ofithe exclaimed t .... ic:e: '$uhlyb 
hu made. profitl' 
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�68. �lirn wat the fonner .Iave of Thubayta d. Ya'ir b. Zipi b. 'Ublyd b. 
Zayd b. Miilik b. 'Auf b. 'Arnr b. 'Auf b. Malik b. aI.Aus. When the freed 
him he was attached to Abu l;Iudhayfa, who adopted him. Othen call him 
s�lim, freedman of Abu l;Iudhayfa; and it i. said that Thubayta was the 
wife of the latler and that .he freed him and 10 he gOt the name of Abu 
l;Iudha�'fa'. freedman. 
a6<}. A1'lIIrlll means 'death'; rO)'bu'I'lIUImlll means ib dread and its occurrente 
as in the line of AbU Dhu'ayb ai·Hudhall; 

�:/;�di���U: :::.:
n

:��
h:e:! death and its occum:nce� 

27Q. A learned traditioniu told me that ai·l;lasan b. Abil'l·l;Iasan al·BIfrl 
... idthat when they came to the cne at night Abil Dakr went in and tearc hed 
��� �

.
if it harboured wild Ixa.lu or sniku, guarding: the apotlle with hi. 

271. I ha,'e heard more than one leamed tnoditionistsay 'She of the two 
girdlet" lhe explanation being that when she wanted to fasten on the bag 
she tore hcrgirdle in two, using one piece u a rope and the other u her 
girdle 
:l7�. Umm J\.h'bad belonged to B. Ka'b of Khuzi'a. The words 'who 
relted in lhe two tents' and 'Ihey came with good intent and went off at 
nightfall' do not come from 1.1. [Howevcr, T. (11-40-1) who often ignores 
1.I:1 ,·erses quotes thcse linea with a few \"ariatiolll u doe. 1.5. IS6. 17.] 
27J. Others tay'Abdullah b. Urayqil 
l74. ·Abdu'l.R�in was I. al-1;Iirith b. Mllik b. Ju'shum 
l7S. Others say Lift, all in the line of Ma'qil b. Khuwaylid al_Hudhali 

�o:t���� f:e':C:I�e :t,;t:n� �:���wing milk 

l77· 0r aI-'Aqwayn. 

l78. Or al-'Ablbib or al.'!thyina which means al-'Ab�bib. 

:l8,. This is no raja: bUI bald prose. [Few ""ill be found to dispute Ihi. 
IIalement!] 
18z, l uked more thanone authority onpoetryaboutthi. rojaz andaU they 
;:

o
u�� :�;�

':r 
�:���e:

r 
�:�. he.rd thst 'All composed iI, but it wa, not 



::� The mujrab is one burdened with debt and a large family as the poet 

If)"Ou ne\'er retum what hu been left in your eare 
An

p
:;;:;

. 
charge of more propcny the trust-money will make you a 

�!1�,
Another venion it 'in Ix>neficent loyalty'. Yutigh mean$ 'to deltroy' or 

:z8S. Ja'Carat that tirnewu abKnt in Abywinia. 
:z86. I have heard molll than one learned �rson say that Abu Dharr wu 
Jundub b. Jun4da. 
Its,. Some uy 'Uwaymir waa the .on o f '  Amir or of Zayd. 
a88. I. Ju .... yj mcntioned thal ·Ata· 5IIidtohim: 'l heard ·Ubayd b. ·Ull1.Iyr 
aJ'Y)'thi aay: The prophet and hi. companions had conferred about a 
dapper for .ummoning 10 prayer and while 'Ull1.Ir wu intcnding to buy 
two pieCCI of wood for the dapper he hcard in his ileep a voice uying, 
"Oon't make a cJapper butealllo p.,.�r". Sohewcntlolhe apo»llctotcll 
hirn of what hc had seen and thcprophcthimKlf hadactuaUyhada re\'cla
lion of it. 'Umar had hardly got back to his hOUK when BilM waa calling. 
Whcn he toldthe apostle ofthishc said, "Rcvelation goti)(:forc }'<Iul'" 
a89. His full name WII Abu Qa}'S Sirma b. Abu Anll b. Sirma b. M:1Iilr. 
b. 'Adiy b. 'Amir b. Chanm b. 'Adiy b. al·Najjir 

:191. The line beginning 'Co whelll }'<IU will' and the following verse Ire the 
work of urnun al-Taghlibi who ... ·u $uraym b. Ma·mlr.' 
:Z92. Or LUta)'t· 

a94. 0r Azarb. Azar 
29S. Allm mean. 'painful'. Descnbingcamcls Dhu'I-Rwruna said: 

We urge on the till camel. 
While the painfulhcalofnoon smitu them in the face. [Diu-dn luvi. 16.] 

296. al-Mujadhdharhad killcd Suwayd b. $5mitin oncofthe engagcments 
between AUI Ind Khuraj, lndatUl:-ud al·l:lirithlOughtto takeal.Mujadh
dharunlwarct to kill him in fC\'enge for hi. father. It wu only Ihit man 
Ihlt hekilled. I han heard molll than one lelmcd traditionistsay Ihi •. The 
proof that he did not kill QI)'1I b. Zayd iS lhat 1.1. doel not mcntion him 
amongthOic that dicdat Ul)ud 
297. l\1u'luib b. Quahay. and Tha'llba and al-l;Ilnth, the two IOn. of 
I;II\ib of B. Urnayya b. Zayd, weill It S.d. and were not hypocritn, according 
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to wh.t I trustworthy traditionil! told me. 1.1. himself includes Thl'llb. 
snd sl-I;IArithamongthe B. UlTUlyyl who were at Badr 

:Z99.'Aurameara 'open to the enemy and ablndoned', plural 'atn"4t. AI
Nibigh • •  I-Dhubylnl llid· 

"When you meet them you don't linda houteuposed tOlrtack 
Thegucstia not forbiddenlnd nothingis ncglected. 

'Aura lltomeani a man'. wife, and also thc pudenda. 
�;: Adr4jall. meant 'Go back by the way you came', as in the worm of the 

He went b.ck .nd retnced hi. Itept 
And he who wu there behaved unjlUtly. 

30l. LAdm mC&JU '. blow with the clenched fiat'. Tamlm b. Ub.yy b. 
Muqbilu.id 

The heart pounded bencath ittarteriel 
Like the thump Orl .tone which a boy thfOW' into soft gfOund 

Ghayb means 'lowground'. AbNiT.re the arterict of the hcart 
30:1. SA·ida b. Ju'lyya ll_Hudh.lr uid: 

H
=

I,a1so mel/U '.u.apicion', as in the line of Khllid b. Zuhayr al-

He WII the son of the brother of AbQ Dhu'lyb .l-Hudhall. 
303. 'A",iM meaN 'bewildered', The Arab. NY' man i. 'amih and '4miJ1. 
Ru'ba b, a1_'Ajjlj dcteribing . c:ountryaaid· 

The blindett guidancci. ffOm the ignonnt in perpluity 
���

,.
Of 'dmih i. 'umlllah, and plural of 'amih is 'amman; fem. 'amiM .nd 

3"'" $ayyib mean. rain from ¢/NJ, yaf\"ibu, like sayyid froms4d.a,ya.rijdu 
and mayyit from m41a, ymmitu. Plunl toYaib. 'A1qama b. 'Ab.d., one of 
B. R.b!'_ b. Malik b. Zayd Manit b. T.mim, lIid 

\Vhen the cloudl poured down on them 
Thcywere like birdscrecping.bout in tcrror of the thunder 

Do not think me an inelfperiencedwight 
May rains n:fruh you wherever they fall. 

30S. A"d4dmean. 'the like things'; lingulaf"i4d. Labld b. Rabi'l .. id: 
Praisc God who hu no rival. 
In Hi, hands ia good: whl! He wilt. He doc, 



306. 1tJlml meanl '10 thlt we can see clnrly with nothing to concul Him 
fromu.'. Abil'I-Aklwlr ll-l;IumJni, namroQutayb., uid: 

M
:�

g pllinly visible the midst of the wlten which was covered. with 

Hen yajllm-u mull.l 'bringing the water to light and clelring IWIY from it 
thc: .. nd Ind other matter which was hiding it'. 
30'}. Mmm it IOmeth.ing which fell on their trcet in the euly moming and 
tMY uaed topther it; it iI ",,·tetlike honey. They both Ite and drank of it. 
a1-A'lhi oCB. Q.ytb. Thfo'labaaaid: 

tfthey wen given mannl and qu.ill 10 ut on the ground 
A man would never see good food among them! 

Salw4 Ire birds, lingulsr wlw4t; another name for them il mm4n4. Honey, 
too,i. eaUedwlw4. Khllid b. Zuhlyrll-Hudhal' nid 

He""'ore lo them,By God it'ltrue, 
You're swleCter thIIn honey freah from the oomb. 

309. Fum il wheat. Um.yys b. Abil'I-$llt 11-Thaqlfl nid 
On IlI'ge dilhCl like cincml there were 
Pieealike.ilveramong thepurcwhut 

Wtulhll mearupieces of.ilverllKlJumis fIour; .inguIIl'JIi1rUl 
310. 1/14 am4IIiya means 'except reciting' beCliUse the ""' ... , is one who 
ean r«:itc but cannot write. HellY'thlt they donotknowhowto writebut 
they can resd a book. I.H . .. id on the authority of Abu 'Ubayda .nd YOnul 
that they interpreted what God .1)'11 to refer to the Arabi. AbQ 'Ubayd. 
told mil "bout that. YOnu. b. !;Iabib the grammarian and Abu 'Ubayda told 
me th.t the Arab. lIy /a",QlIl'Idin the sense of 'he recited' and in the Qul"lln 
We find 'We never sent an apostle or a prophcl beforc thte but when he 
recited Satan cast (IOmething) into hi. recitatiQfU' {Silra ZZ. 51). ["- the 
sequel .how., thil could mean: 'when he desired lOI1lething Satan cast 
8Omething inrohilduire.'] Ab,j 'Ubayds the grsrnmarisn quoted to n\C '  

��:�i�� �::';r':::tlhl:�:�n�:g of the night 

He recited God'. book at night alone 
A. David rttiled the pas1ms at hi. ease 

The .ingularof amdllf i, umrriy<>; a>lldnfcan sbo mesn s man',des;n for 
wultl. and other things. [Therc is no rnl di.tinetion between reading and 
reciting. Right down to the Middle Ages il wu , matter of surprise if s 
man wu able to read a lext without forming Ilw, word. with his lip. and 10 
reciting it.] 
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311. SD!DkDmeans 'pourout'. The Arabs .. y 'he .hedhil blood' lnd 'he 
poured out wine'. The poet II,.. 

\Vhenc'"er a guest oomcs into our I.nd 
We shed the blood of the victim,in the dlUltyeanh 

;:t{���.�n; ?£::;3�:::���!t.������; �:: 3 
and slime and threw it in hi. f.ce. I;Idl is like fuJ".'a. 
JU. Bd'ii bi-ghDclabi,. mcans 'they admitted it and bore it'. A',hl of B. 
Qays b. Th.'laba aaid· 

I win �friend rouuntil youdo the same.gain 
Like the ery of the wom.n in travail whom the midwife hclpt. 

rrhil line hll been quoted on \V. 199, q.v.] YaJstzralhd means 'made 
her sit down to bring fonh'. 
)13. ShD(u" means 'shoots', .ingularJlwt'alu,.. The ArabI say qadaJh/a'a 
al-zar'u, 'the -.ced has sprouted' when it hIS put fonh its moots. AZQrQ 
mtans 'llrengthened'. That which preceded it il like motmn. [Becluse he 
has e:cplained 'shoots' by fi,1JM which could me� 'chicks'.] Imru'ul-QaYI 
b. !;Iujral-Kindfsaid: 

On a slopewhose herbageequ.lled' lhelolet�s 
The track ofoonqucring and defe.ted .nnics. 

J:lumayd b. l\fMikb. al-Arqat oneofB. Rabi'ab. I\IAlik ssid: 
Seed produce and clo\'er who-.c hubage is matted and strong 

Siiq without h-anua is plural ofJdq, the stem ofa pJant. 

¥:�b�
�rm means the middle (of the path), II in the lines of !;Iasd.n b 

Alas for the prophet'. helpen and family 
After he was concnled in the middle of the gfllvel 

)IS. ShtJ/rQ means 'towar<U'. 'Am. b. Abmar .1_Blhili {Bihila WIS the lIOn 
ofYI',u. b. Sa·d b. Qays b. 'Aylln) describing his camel,said' 

She talles UI toward. Jam' tucking her tail bctwecn her lega, 
Her tail nnrlyreaches her girth 

Qaysb. Khuwaylid al-Hudhali, also describing hi.camel, said: 
The .luggish (v.I. untraincdl camel has an .lI·per .... ading disUH" 
One lookl It her with I tircdere. 

Na·li�i. hi.carnel; me had . disease and he lookc-d It her with I tired ey.. 
The word occurs in SUflI67. 4 
316. RabMnf)"li" arc the learned, d,e lawren, and the chiefs. The singular 
is rabba"r. A poctaaid 
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! fonh .nd the mOSI learned of them 

too! 
, Lanc, 5a�,c, indi .. t .. that'ena:itdled' ''"po .. ibl. muninr 
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ni. paragraph is what J.I. !laid: what follows continues the pn:ceding 
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-:t��t:'�4tu1 means 'when', as in the line of Qa� b. 11-l;IudJdiya al_ 

\Vith l &eeret that we .hared l came 
To ask her when he who Wit aWly would return 

��
d
� 'end' and the plura.l i. _"hirl. Al.Kumayt b. Zayd aJ_ 

And those who CO\Ind the door which othen miased 
The haven of the principlel oC Islam. (Agh. xv. Ill. �6.) 

The mrm4 of • ,hip i, where it cornn to rest. i:lajiyrm 'Dtthd cOtnel in I 
sentence in which the order i, inwrted. He II-IIY' :  'They will uk you about it 
as though you would Cavour them,' i.e. tell them what you will not tell any
one else. AI-fwflymean. 'the kind, the eon.idenote', and in God', book 
'Verily He i. gnocious 10 me' (19. 48). The plunl is �fiy6·. A'.hi of B. 
Qay, b. Tha']aba said: 

Tfyou ask about me, many a one a$U aoout A'thJ, 
Where has he rone? Good Criend. that they arc. 

�,!::: means ol_MUJtafrjr. theone who exceWs aJl bounds in uking 

3�3. Y .. JahWrlO meanSlhey imitate their.peech, the sp«ch of the infidell 
Ifyou ll-lly aomething lnd .omeone says lhelamelhinghe copicsuwdhf) 

JZ4. Zahlr meanl 'help'. TheArab'''y to'l4huni 'ahJyhi, i.e. they helped 
one &nOther sgain$t him. Thepoet aaid 

o namellJlke of the prophet, you were . ,upport to religion 
And a help to the imam. 

The plural i. Dhar6' 
3�S. 1ll-lolfUld mean. one on whom one depends and in whom one ta.keJ 
refuge. Hind d. Ma'bad b. NIc;l11 mourning 'Amr b. MIt'Qd Ind Khllid 
b. NIc;l11 hu Iwo undea the Audile. (they were killed by II_Ku'mln b 
al-Mundhir .l-Lakhml lnd he built the 1'\\'0 lIanding stone. which Ire in 
Kil.fa over th"m) said: 

One c.meearly to tell me ofth" dnth of the 1'\\'0 belt ofAud, 
'Amrb. Mas'ud lndthe d"pendablechief (al·fomad). 

{The meaning of this ,,"'Ord i. most obscure and comment"o", on the 
Quran diff"r wid"ly. The Ghlriyln were 1'\\'0 lIanding IIOIlCl which were 
5Itleared with the blood of the victims ucrificed th"re. !keW. R. Smith, 
RS. '57, :101, :110 and the literature cited there. For the prcsent-<i.y 
lurvival of the ritescc Frcya Stark, A Wirrln- irr ArDbia, London, 1940, IS3.] 



bf!'ak them. The <.;hiei, oontemporary with the prophet, went out walking 
and stwnbledand his sonsaid; 'May so-and-so stumble', meaning the prophet, 
and his father said to him, 'Don'tsay th.at, for he is a prophet and hi sname;' 
in the dcposits', meaningthe books. As soon as he was dead hi. son ran and 
broke the seals and found in the books the mention of the prophet, so he 
became a good Muslim and went on pilgrimage. It was he who "id' 

WO{iin means a camel's ginh. Hishiim b. 'Urwa said that the 'Iriqis added 
the second line; but Abu 'Ubayda quoted itin its place 

31.8. KaJfalahdmcans 'hetwk her to himself' 

330. al-ak",ah is one who is born blind. Ru'ba b. al-'Ajji; "id ;  

1 cried out and i t  withdrcw as a blind man dm.s. 

Plural ku",h. Harrajt" meanS 'I cried out at the lion and threatcned it'. 

331. Abll 'Ubarda said Mbtahil means 'let us invoke a curse'. A'l1lli of B 
Qayssaid: 

Don't sit down when you have kindled the fire of war 
Praying for protection from its evil when it comcs and cursing loudly. 

332. There is a variant reading ",41ult for nakhlun 

333. Muziiham is the name ofa fon 

334. The second verse has not I.I.'s authority 

335. Byhis /auq hemeans his/lfqa (might). 

336. Shama and Tafil arc two mountains in t>lecca. 

337. He left Sa'd b. 'Ubada in chargc of Medina, 

338. This was the first of his raids 

340. Most authorities on poctry deny that this ode is from Abil Bakr 

3 '  
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o.l authoriti� on poetry deny that f. 

34:. Molt authoritie.on poetry deny that Sa'd wrotethil \"ene 
343. Mo.laulhoritin denythlt thisi.l;lamza'. \·us.e 
344' Moltauthoritie. denythat AbuJahlwuthe .uthor. 
345. He put al-SJ.'ib b. 'Uthmln b. Mq'o.n in charge of Medina 
346. He put Abu Salama 'Abdu'I.And in charge of Medina. 
347. Some traditionistt uy that this took plaee aftcrl;latma wastenl. 
348. He ldt Zayd b. I;IAritha in CN.raC of Med.ina. 
349. Hi. name WIS 'Abdullah b. 'AbbAd or according to othel'll MAlik b 

��!db.O:h:.:.:�t::�;rltt�'dtame wu 'Amr b. MAlik, one of al_ 

l50. It was the fi .... t booty tlken by the Musliml, and 'Amr b. al-l;Ia4ramI 
wu the til'llt man that the Muslim. killed, while 'UthmAn b. 'Abdullah 
and al-I;fakam b. Ka)'sAn were tMir fi ... t priaone .... 
351. The venel come from 'Abdullah b. JaI)ah 
35:· 0r HAlhirn. 
l53. Fur6{v elsewhere mean. 'a detennined man', but here I '.word'. 
'Aj'habmeans 'without intelligence', and it can be applied 10 a buck or \he 
mile OIlrich. Al.Kh.liluid thlt it me.n. I man too weak 10 enct vengeance. 
[Luicoa .... pMfS vacillate between 'ayhab and IMyhab. MOlt of this uxfuJ 
note ia lacking in W.] 

354. On Monday 8th and left' Amr (or 'Abdullah) b. Umm Maktiim brother 
orB. 'Amir b. Lu·ayy to prnide o\·er praye ..... Later he !lent back Abu. 
Lubibarromal-RauQA' IO take command in Medina 
355. h Will white 
356. The Anp,'a fItg wu with Sa'd b. Mu'idh. 
357. Dhltu'l.Jayah 
358. l'he word Zabya il not rrom t.I. 

360. The old man'l name wu Sufyln al-I;>amri. 
361. The lut two lines come from more than one rokri'. 
3601. a]·l;Ian;aliya WIS the mother of AbO. JahI; her name wu Aami' d. 
Mukharrib., one of B. Nlh.hal b. DArim b. Milik b. l;Ian;all b. Milik b. 
Zayd Manltb. Tamlm 
363. Gettina it rndy. 



365. According to some Sawwid. Sawad of the An,iir was another man. 

366. Another reading is nlustanfiJ. 

367. Others read /a'u/jimannahu, 'I will atrike his jaw with my aword' 

368. al-nul,r i. not from 1.1. It means a camel whose milk is drawn with 
difficulty 

369. Abil'I-Bakhtari was al-'A� b. Hilham b. al-I;farith b. Asad. 

��� 
i
�Y�����' he meant 'I shall redeem myself from my captors with camels 

37 •. {JcIbatho means 'to clutch and hold someone'. I):'ibi' b. al-I;firith 
al_Burjumisaid 

?::
a
�O'!���k�

o
��;:;::o�: :��c:�� his hand 

Others said that he said: 'Is it a disgrace for a man to he killed by you?' 
Then he asked for tidinga ofthe battle 

376. l;fib;11 b. Tulayi)a and Thibit b. Aqram al-AnJ:'iri. 

377. Abu fiakr called his son 'Abdu'I-Rahman who was at that time among 
the polytheisu saying, 'Where ismy property yourascal?'Andhe replied' 

Save weapons and hOTSelnothing il left 
Butl sword toslaya senselenold doltl 

378. Hisnamewu;>udayyb. 'Ajlilon 
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379. S.id to have been 'Adiy b. Abu'I-Z.,hbl'. 
380. a/_mala' mnns the noblea and chief, 
381. The name of thil plsce i. not mtntioned by 1.1 

381. It is uid that 'A1i killed him. A1-Zuhri llndother traditioni.t:ttold 

384. AbQ 'AzTz was the ,t.ndud-be.rtr of the polytheists at tladr after 
II-NI9r, and when his brother Mu'.b .. id th�5t word. to Abu'I_Yuar 
who tiad caprured him he lIIIid, 'Brother, il this the sort of advioe you give 
about mel' Mu,'lb answered, 'He i, now my brother in your place.' Hi, 
mother uked what wu the I1lOlt Ihll _ paid 10 �m a Quruhl, and 
=;;�=- told thlt it _ 4,000 dirhams ,he sent the money and reo 

38S· Abu Sufyin'sname wual-Mughtra. 
386. Here is an example of fsulry rhyming known as iqwd' which iloflen 

f=���t :::�rvi�'7.·I.'�:a:�i���Ata'. I hive omitted some betler known 

387. Some luthoritin on poetry deny th.tthtse lines are Ibn Dukhshum· •. 
388. I ah.ll mention the tradition about th.1 It.nd later, God willing 
389. Some authoritiea on poetry deny Ihe .uthenticity of these lines 
�� :=;:' mother WIS d. Abu 'Amr and the sister of Abu Mu'art b 

391. 'Ali htd captured him. 
392. Khirbh b . •  I-$imm., one ofB. 1;I.rtm, h.d caprured him 
393. It " ... Abu Khaythama 
394. Anotherrtading il 'a .hirt of fire'. 
395. Abu SoJfyln'l sworn friend who i, referred to here WII 'Uqba b. 

��';;!�
'
�

-l;Ilirith b. al.1;IaQl'IlIlli. A, for 'Amir b. 11-l:Ia4rami, he was .lain 

396. 1.1. hll named the m.n in hi, account II Nifi' b. 'Abdu Q.�. 
397. Abu 'Ubayd. told me thai when AbO'I,'A, came from Syri. with the 
property of the polytheiau he WII asked ifhe would like to beeome . Mu.lim 
.ndllkelhe propcrty b«autc it belongedto polythei.u. H" .nswered; 'h 
would be. bid beginning to my Tal.m if I were to betray my trolt.' 'Abdu'l
Wlrith b. S.'td .1_Tannuri from DI'ud b. Abu Hind from 'Amir .1·ShI·bt 
told me the tame thing as Abu 'Ubayd • •  bout Abu'I-'A, 
398. Khilid b. Z.yd AbU AyyI1b al-AntlrT, brother of B. ,1-N.jjIT, hid 
captured him. 



399. The ransom of the polytheiau was fixed at 4,000 dirhams per man, 
though. some got off with 1,000. Tholle wh.o had noth.ing the lpostle released 
freely. 
400. Rifl'a b. RAfi', oneof B. Zurayq, I:aptured him 
401. Nakafa means 'returned'. Au. b. l:Iaja!, one of B. Uuyd b. 'Amr b 
Tamim, aaid 

You turned on your heels the day you I:ome 
Leading.w.y thelpoill ofa large army 

[InW.'s le.It thi, lineRods: 
You tumed on your heels then youl:ame (on) 
Hoping for the spoil. &1:.] 

:�ie���;:
'yd sl-An,lri quoted 10 me the line 'When he came to them 

403. 0the ... say .l-N,Qr b. al-l:Ilrith b. 'Alqama b. Kalda 

404. TilE NAMES Of' 't H E  HORSES OF THE MUSLIMS AT BADR 

A learned person told me that at Back the Muslims had the following h.on.u 
al-Sabal belonging to Marchad al-Ghanaw;; Ba'uja belonging to al
Miqdld b. 'Amr al_Bahrin; (othe ... tay itl name was Sabl;1a); aI-Ya'sob 
::n:.ing 10 aI-Zubayr b. aI-'Awwlm. The polytheisu had one hundred 

40�A��:<2�.��:: �'h
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n
a�_�i::r:a7;tans clapping 

Many an equal have I left on the ground 
His blood whistling in his throat like a camel's bRath, 

406. Ankalmeans fetters, singular nikl. Ru'ba b. al-'Ajjaj taid 
My fetters will keep you from "'anling Ilny other fetters 
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408. The expl.n.tion of thi, passage hu alre.dy been gi\'en 
t�b,l�j=b�:a:D7d

�e.n' 'they inclined to peace'. AI-jrm�;. 'dedining' 

The bending of the polilher over hil hands 
Stooping to find the rUlton the arl"(lw_head •. 

He mean. the poli.her who bends over hi. work. Nuqab mcan. 'ruu' on a 
... ·ord; yajtalr mean. poli,hing • •  word. Sal". IllO meanl 'pe.cc', lnd in 
Ihebook ofGod'lJenot"'cakmdalllo peacc when youhlve lhe upper 
!:�d'.1 It i. also rtad U IiI", with the lAme meaning. Zuhayr b. Ab� Sulmi 

Vou uidifwe canpo" iblYlttainpelce 
By money and good wordl we will make peace.' 

I wa, told thatal-I;taunb. Abo.'l·l;tannal_Balriuidthat 'and if they incline 
to tal",' meant Islam; and in the book of God '0 you who believe enter into 
,il", all of you' can be read IS 'into sal",' which i. Islam. Umayy. b. Abu'l
l)altaaid: 

They did not oome bac.k IO Ullm when God' • •  postle. 
\V.rned Ihem, .nd they were not lupponers of it 

The Arabi call a 10llg bucket . mlm. T.raf. b. a1-'Abd, one of B. O,Y1I b 
Th.'laba, dcscribing • •  he_eamel of hi., .. id: 

Her two forelegs are lplayed u though 
She was borne down by the weight of two bueketl 

Thcre is a v.riant reading Ml ij.' 
4'0. Z.rd b. I;tlritha b. Shural,bil b. Ka'b b. 'Abdu'l-'Uul b. Imru'u'l-
01)'1 b. '.:\mit b . •  I-Nu'min b. '.:\mir b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 'Auf b. Kinlnl b 
��:�:. 'Auf b. 'Udhra b. Z.ydullih b. Rufayda b. Th.ur b. K.'b b 

411. Anasa Will an Abyuinian and Abu K.b,h •• Persian 
4'1. Kannh b. l;tu .. yn 
4'3. Abu l�udhlyr.'1 name wu Mihsham; Ind Salim I freed alave of 
Thubayla d. V.'.r b. Z.yd b. 'Ublyd b. Zayd b. Mllik b. 'Auf b. 'Amr b. 
'Aufb. Miilik b. Au •. She sel him flft and he wu.ltached 10 Abu l:iudhlyfa, 
who .dopted him ... IOn. It is laid that Thubayt. d. Ya'ar WII the wife of 
t:���:hDYfa and .hc freed S.ilim. Othul say hc WIS Abu l;ludhayfa'i 

415. Abu Mlkhlhl was I Tl'iy, hi. name being Suwlyd b. Mlkhshl 



k�bi�
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il 
B.It ... ·• name wu ·Amr, . Lakhmite; hi. f��dm'n SI'd Wil l 

417. Oth� .... .. y Hul b, Ols b. DhalT. 

Tholle who compete in .r<:hery with the Qin. will hive been fair to them, 
They were great bowmen 
419. He wu called DhO'I-Shimll.yn be<:.UIC he wu ambidn1f'Ou,; hi, 
namewas 'Umayr 

4zo. KhabbSb belonged 10 B. Tamlm and hu dctcendanu in Kuf.; others 
aaythat he belonged to Khuu'!I 
:;'h.�;�:l. name wu 'Abdullah; he "'U nicknam«l 'AIiq beaiUK he wu 

42Z. He too WII born • •  Ine among the Ald. He wu a black whom Abo. 
Bakrbought from them. 
4l). AI.Namt was the IOn of QhiT b. Hinb b. AftA b. Jadall b. Aaad b 
Rabra b. Nidr; othen uy AftA b. Du'ml b. Jadn. b. Aaad b. Rlbr. b 
Niut. It i. uid lhll $uhlyb wal the fr«dman of 'Abdul1.h b. Jud'in b 
'Amr b. Ka'b b. S.'d b. Taym and thlt he wu. ROml. Those who lIy th.t 
he belonged to al_Namr m.int.in th.t he "'U meuly I pri..oner among the 
Byzantines Ind thlt he wu bought from them (i.e. ransomed). Howe\'er. 
�h=,.

iII . t",dition that the prophct u.id ·$uhayb il the fi .... t.fruiu or B)'Un' 

4l4. Sharnmh'l narne ..... 'Uthman; he wu called Shammll for the ullOn 
that I Shammb came to Mc.:ca in pagan timCl • •  m.n .0 hand.ome as to 
ncite gcneral admillltion. 'Utba b. R.brl,who", ... them.aternal uncle of 
Shammh, aaid, 'I will bring )Vll a Shammls who il more handaome than 
he', and he brought hi, nephew 'UthmAn b. 'Uthm1n. ThUi he ",'II called 
Shammh according to what Ibn Shihlb and othe", told me. rrhil il • 
repetition ofwh.t I.H. hal alRldy aaid onW., p. 3IZ.] 
435. The Iitier wu In 'Anal of Madhl;lij. 
436. MiN.' was from ·Aklr. b. 'Adnfon, 
427. AbU Khaul; wu of B. 'Ijl b. Lujaym b. $a'b b. 'Ail b. Bakr b. Wl'il 
438. 'Ann b. WI·il ... u b, O.liIit b. Hinb b. Af� b. j,dn. b. Aud b. Rlbra 
b. Nidlr; othen uy Af .. wu b. Du'mt b. jadi]1 
439. S,'d b. Khaul. camefrom lhe Yarnan 
430. Mony learned men other than 1.1. menlion .mong Ihe emigrants at 
B.dr: of n. 'Amir b. Lu·ayy. W.hb b.Sa·d b. AbO Sarl;l and l;Iitib b. 'Amr; 
andofB. al-�lirith b. Fihr, '!vi9 b. AbO Zuhlyr. 
4)I. Or Za·w ..... 
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433. Allam wu the IOn ofI;larIl b. 'Adry. 

433. Others uy 'AtIk b. al-Tayyahln. 

i:b�llahb.Sahlwu thebrother ofB. Za'Ori. Others uyhe belong«i 

435. Zalar was b. al-Khursj b. 'Amr b. MAlik b. al-Aus 

436. 'Ubayd w .... called MuqalTin because he bound four prilOners to
gether a! Badr. It wu he who captured 'Aqil b. Abu Tilib 

437. Others uy hi' name was Mu'ud b. 'Abdu Sa'd 

438. 'Umlyrb. Ma'bad ilcorr«1 

439. The latter wu hi' mother'. name_ 

4-40. He KIll them badr. from al-Rau1)i'_ i;filib wu b. 'Amt b. 'Ubayd b. 
Umayya, Uld AbO LubAbl'. name wu Buhlt. 

�'
l
��. wu b. Thlbil b. al-Nu'mln b. Umayya b. Imt\l'ul-QaYI b_ 

#3. He "' ... AbO Oa�'. brother, Uld i! i. said that hi. name wu AbQ 

�:�:ba.
1t is said lhat it wu Imru'ul_Qaya who wu called ai_Burak b_ 

+43. Others uy Thlbit was b. 'Amr b. Tha'laba. 

4+4. 0Ihers uy al-I;IlriI b. JaJ:ajabi. 

H5. Others say Tamtm b. lrisha and Qismil b. Firin. 

+46. 'Arlaja wu b. Ka'b b. al-Nlbbll b. Kl'b b. l;Iiritha b. Chlrun 

447. Tamlm "' ... 'he freeWnan ofSa'db. l\haytharna. 
448. Others uyJulu, but I rqard that u wrong 

+49. Others uy Qlya wu b. 'Ab ... b. Umayya. 

450 .. Fu..bum wu hi. mother, wife of II-Qlyn b. Jur. 

451. Sufymb.Nurb. 'Amr b. aI-i;llrithb. Ka'bb. Zayd. 

453. Others uy 'Abdullah b. 'Umayr b. 'Adfy b. Umayya b. Jidirs. 

453. Zlyd wasb. II_MuI'lYY. 

454' Sllim b. Ghanm b. 'Auf got the name of I;Iubli from hi. big belly. 

455. Olners say 'Amr b. Salama. He wu of BaIty of QuQi'a 

-456. Ma'bad ...... b. 'Ublda b. Quhghar b. aI-Muqlddam; and it is .. id 
thaI 'Ubld_ wu b. Qlya h. al-Qudm. 

457. 'Amir b. al_'Ubyr; others uy 'A,im b. al-'Uk_yr. 

458. 'Thia is Ghanm b. 'Auf, brothetof SlIim b. 'Aufb. 'Amrb. 'Aufb. 
al-Kbun.j, andGhanm b. SlIim precededhim lCCOrding toI.I. 



459. Another fonn of the name is QUryUl 

460. Hit fuJI name was MAlik b. al-Dukhsham b. MAlik b. al-Dukhlham b. 
Mar�akha. 

461. It it laid that 'Amr b. Iyis was the brother of Rab' .nd W.flq •. 
¢2. She was their mother, their father being 'Amr b. 'Umln 

�!�,?���::a 9l�
d
��:.nim b. Irisha and Qismll b. Filmn. al-Mujadh_ 

464. Othen lIy Bal:tl:tlth b. Tha'laba 

465. ·Utba b. Bah% from B. Sulaym 

466. He WIt Simlk b. Au. b. Kharuha b. uudhln b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 
Zlydb. Tha'laha 

467. It it IBid that al_Mundhir was b. 'Amr b. Khanbash. 

468. MAlik b. Mas'ii.d was b . •  l-B.diy according to .orne learned authorities 

469. It ;1 uid that Ka'b wu b. Jammllz and wu from Ghub.hAn 

470. Qamra and Ziyld were the IOnt of Bishr 

471. In.ll the .bove cuelitwu al-Jamlll:t b. Zayd b.I;I.rlm Cllceptforthe 
grandfather of al.$irnm.a b. 'Amr, who was al-Jamul:t b. I;Iarim. 'Umayr b 
al-I;Ilrith ...... s b. Labda b. Tha·lab. (ilthe name of the lWeifth on tbe lisl). 

472. It is nid that Jabblr was b. $akhr b. Umayya b. Khunb 

474. Others say Sawld was b. Rizn b. Zayd b. Tha'iaba 

475. Others say Ma'bad b. QaYI Willi b. Sayfi b. $akhr b. I;Iariim b. Rabra. 

477. 'Antara wu from B. Sulaym b. Manour, then of B. Dhakw3n 

478. Aut was b. 'Abbld b. 'Adty b. IU'b b. 'Amr b. Udayy b. Sa'd. J.I 
;:;l:�:�r�;:::h b. Jabal to B. SawM becauae he lived with them; he wu not 

479. 'Amir il said to be the son of Bl_A2tl1q. 

480· 0then sByQayab. I;Ii,n. 

481. Hia name Ihould be lpelt Busr. 

48 ... 0thensay ·Ulayfa . 

.. 85. Othen say 'Usayr Or 'Ushayra 
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486. l:Ilrithlb. a1-Nu'mln wuthe tonof NIf' b. Zlyd 
48,. Or 'Abid. 
488. She WIS d. 'Ui>ayd b. Thl'llbl b. 'Ublyd b. Tha'llba b. Ghlnm b. 
Mllik b. ai.NljjAr. II il said thlt Rifl'a wu b. ai_l:Iarith b. SawAd 

490. Abu'I-l:Iamrn' wu the fre«lman of al·l:llrith b. Rif.l'a. 

491. 1:ludayllwBsd. Mllik b. ZI}'dullah b. l:llblb b. 'Abdul:liritha b. MAlik 
b. Ghar,lb b. Jusham b. al-Khazraj and the mother of Mu'Awiya b. 'Amr b 
MAlikb. al_Najjlr and the B. Mu'lwiya are named after her 
492. They Ire the B. MaghAla d. 'Auf b. 'Abdu i\lanlt b. 'Arnr b. Milik b. 
Kininl b. Khuzayma. Othen Nly that they arc: of B. Zurayq. MaghAla 

��:r
t
�::eo.:���

'
�::

y b. 'Amr b. 1\15lik b. al·Najjlr and the 8 . •  Adiy trace 

49-4. 0thcnuy Sawwid 
495. Oth\'1"$ ul' Abu'l-A'war wa • •  I'!:IArith b. :tAlim 
4<)6. Bujayr was from 'Abl b. Daghlr,l b. RaYlh b. Ghataf1n oflhe clan ofB 
Jadhlma b. RawAl;la 
497. Most traditioniau mention Imong the Khaznj who were It Badr: 
Of the B. al_'AjIAn b. Zayd b. Ghanm b. SAlim b. 'Auf b. 'Arnr b. 'Auf: 
'lIbAn b. M;1lik b . .  "'mr, and Mula}'1 b. Waban b. Khllid; and 'I,ma b 
al-l:Iutayn b. Waban. Oflhe B. !:Iabrb b. 'Ahdu !:IAritha b. MAlik b. Ghl<jb 
b. JuahQmwooare among theB. Zurarq: Hilll b. al-Mu'aIlA b. l..audhln b 
I:llritha b. 'Adil' b. Zayd b. TIuo']ai>a b. 1\lilik b. Zaydu l\-1anll b.l�abrb 
498. Brolher ofSa'd b.AbU Wlqql,aeoording tol.H. 

�:. �:��c�' t�:��
ha killed him; othl'n Ill' J:Jarnza, 'Ali, and Zayd killed 

,Soo. 'Ammlr b. Yisir killed 'Amir and .1·Nu'mln b. 'Aor killed al·I.Urith 
He wa • •  n ally of al·Aul. 
501. SAlim, freedman of Abil l;ludhl)·r., killed 'Urnayr. 
502. Othen .ay 'Ali killed him. 
50J. I;lamzaand 'Aiishared inthc killing ofhim. 
,So,.. Thlbit b. a1·jidh', brothl'r of B. 1:farAm, killed him; nt ....... lIy 
1:famza, 'Ali, and Thlbitdid 
,S05. 'AfTUTIlrb. Yibirkilled him 
,S06. I:laffiuand 'Ailkilled him 
50,. Abil'].f)akhtari wl\l al.'A, b. l;Ibhim 



508. Othus say at al-Athil; it is said that his name was al·N.<;Ir b. al-I;Ili.rith 
b. 'Alqamab. Kalada b. 'AbduManM 
509. Billl killed Zayd, who was an ally of B. 'Abdu'I-Diir from B. Mli.zin 
Others say thatal-Miqd1d kiUed him 
510. 'Ali, or according to others 'Abdu'I-R1Il.unan b. 'Auf, killed him, 
��:ir 

��
I
�� one of B. 'Amr b. Tamlrn, I Itout warrior whom ' Ammli.r b 

SIl. AbQDujli.nakiHedhim 
�:�

:
'hilrija b. Zayd killed him, though others s.ay 'All did, f:(armalawas 

518. Ma'n b. 'Adiy, anallyofB. 'Ubayd, killed him. 

S�O. AI-Sii'ib b. Abu'l-Sil'ib was a partner of the apostle; and there is a 
tradition thattheprophet s.aidthathewaBan excellentpartnerwhowunever 
ill tempered or obstinate. According to our infonnation he became an 
u:ceUent Muslim, but God knows the truth. Ibn Shihli.b al-Zuhri men
tioned from 'Ubaydullah b. 'Utba from Ibn 'Abbb that al-S!'ib b. AM'I. 
S.li'ib b. 'Abid b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. Makhzum was one of the Quraysh 
who swore fealty to the apostle, and On the day ofal-}i'ri.na he gave hi m hit 
ahare of the booty of f:(unayn. Someone other than Ibn Isl;lli.q said that 
al-Zubayr b, al·'Awwiim killed him. (This explanation of yuslufrf is in 
accordance with the L isdfl undersharra.) 
521. Others say f:(�ji2. 'AIi.killed f:(ajib 
522. al-Nu'miln b. M�lik killed him in single combat 
523. Yazid b. Ruqaysh killed'Amr and AbU Burdakilled}ilbir 

SZ5. f:(amza killed him with the help of Sad b. Abu Waqqii, 
p6. 'Ali, or Bl-Nu'miln b. Malik, Or Abu Duj�na killed him 
527. Abu'l-Yasar killedhim 
528. Others say it was Mu'Adh b. 'Afr;i' and Kharija b. Zaydand Khubayb 
b. IsMjointly 
529. 'Ali killed him, or according to others al-I:lusayn b, al-I:Urith and 
'Uthmiin b. Ma�'untogether 
530. Others say 'Ukkhha b. Mil;l�n did ao 
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531. Othen ny AbO Dujina did.o. 
532. Abu 'Ub.yd. from AbQ 'Amr told me th.t the polythei.u Io-t 70 
killed and an equ.1 number of prilOnen. Thi. agree. with wh.t Ibn 'Abbb 
.nd Sa'ld b . •  J·Mullyyab uld; and in God'. book (we read) '.nd ia it not . 
fact th.t when a di.uter befell you you h.d brought twiceu great . diu"e ron 
them': thitHe uid in reference to thOM: who tookp.rt in the b.ttle of Badr. 
ThOle of them who were martyred nwnber 70 men. He uy.: 'You brought 
di .... ter .t B.dr on twic:e .. many .. you loat .. martyn .t Ui),ud, 70 dead 
;:;:t�O prisonen.' AbQ Zayd al.An"rf quoted to me the line of KI'b b. 

Therc rem.ined wherc the c:amel. reat (by the trough) 
Seventy dead, among them'Utb • •  nd ll·Alw.d 

:?f�:� :�:
"

:
f ::::: .. 

G::l:i;·'
d�:h:�,:�:::n ':;'m�:l:�h:: 

Of B. 'Abdu Sham.: W.hb b. a1·l:;Iirith of B. Anmlr: an ally; and 'Amir 
b. Zlyd an allyfrornthe Yam.n. Tow2. 

Of B. Aud b. Abdu'I·'UzzJo: 'Uqb. b. Z.yd an .Uy from the Yam.n and 
'Umayr a freedman of thein. Toul 2. 

Of 8. 'Abdu'J·Dlr: Nub.yh b. Zayd and 'U!».yd b. Salil an .lIy from 
Qay •. Tot.l :z 

From B. Taym b. Murl'l: MAlik b. 'Ublydullah, brother of T.Ji),I, who 
was taken prilOner .nd died in c.ptivity .nd 10 il counted among the 
Illin; and .orne add 'Amr b. 'Abdullah b. Jud'in. Tota1 2 

Of B. MaJduum: J;lUdh..yCl b. Abu l:;IudhayCl whom Sl'd b. AbO 
W.qqil killed; and Hiahlm b. AbO l:;Iudhayf. whom $uhayb killed; 
and Zuhayr b. Abu Rifl'l whom AbO Unyd killed; and AI·S" ib b. 
Abo Rill'a whom 'Abdu'I.RlQrnAn b. 'Auf kil led; and '}.'idh b. al. 
Si'ib who was flken prilOner, then redeemed,.nd then died on thewlY 
home from a wound which l:;Iamza had given him; and 'Umayr an aUy 
from Tayyi'; Ind KhiyAr an Illy from ,1·QII1I. Total 7 

Of B. Jumai), b. 'Amr: Sabra b. MAlik an ally. Total I 
Of B. Sahm b. 'Amr: 11·l:;Iirith b. Munlbbih whom $uhayb killed: 

'Amir b. Abu 'Auf b. Oubay!'l whom 'Abdullah b. Salama a1.'Ajlinl 
killed; othen uy Abu Dujina. Total :z 

533. Othenuy Ibn Abu Wli),lI. 
534. Hewu al.l:;lirith b. ')"idhb. 'UlhmAn 
535. There i. a variant reading for backl. namely 'heels'. Khllid was from 
Khud'.; according to olhen an 'Uqayli. 
536. One name i. mi .. ing from 1.1:. li.t to make up the 101.1 number he 
giva.' Among the priaonen he doea not mention .relhe following: 

F�7;'.
r
�' 

I
HUhim b. 'Abdu M.nar: 'Utb_, an ally of th"in from B. 

' Thi . ... marki. ;n'.�'in8formo ... thonon< ... _n. AbIlDharr .. y.of,hc Hbhirru'e 
Ii,,: '11. does no.monU<)n.l.'Abblsb. ·Abdu·I·/'.Iult.lib "·,,h th.othortwob«.UH h.h.d 



". 
From B: aI-Munalib: 'Aqn b. 'Arne, an ally. and ru. brother Tamlm, 

and his son. J. 
F
��d�

' 
;��a�'::��.�i�!��:�d :: Aba'l·',,, and AhO'I.'Art(jl 

From B. Naufal: N.bhln, one of their f�dmen. I 
From B. Asad b. 'Abdu'I-'Um: 'Abdullah b. I�um.yd b. Zuhayr h. 

al-1;Jlrith. I. 
From B. 'Abdu'I-Dilr: 'Aqn, an ally of thein from the Yaman. I 
From B. Taym b. Mum: Mudfi' b. 'Iyld b. !;Iuhr h. 'Arnir b. Ka'b h. 

S.·d b. T.)m; mdJlhirb . .. ·Zub.yr, In Illy. a. 
From B. Makhziim:o.}'8b. Il-Sil'ib. I. 
From B. JumaJ:.: 'Amr h. Ubayy b. Khal.f; and Abu Ruhm b. 'Abdullah 

.n ally; and an .Uy oftheil'1l whose name �cape. me; and two freedmen 
of Umayya h. Khalaf, one of them Nisllia, and AbO. Rilfi' I .l.ve of 
Umayyab. Khalaf. 6. 

From B. Salun: Aslam freednuon ofNubayh b. ll-l:bjjij. I. 
From B, 'Amirb. Lu'ayy: l:bbib b. ]ilbir;and.l·Sl'ibb.  Milik. 1 
F���-��rilh b. Fihr: Shlfi' and ShafT, twO &ilia of thein from the 

!�:h
e
�:t authoritiH on poetry refUR to accept it and ita counterbilit II 

538. We have changed two words in 1.1:. veraion of this ode, namely, 
'boastful" at th� end of line 10 and 'kindly' at thc beginning of line 13, 
becauae he cuta aapcraion. on the prophet in them 

The following �·c ..... which 1.1. attributH to 'Ali b. Abu Tllib Ire not 
recogniud by any authoril)' on poetry, nor il the countcrblast. We h.ve 
included thun only bec:aUR they mention thlt 'Amr b. 'Abdullah b. Jud'ln 
;�

M:
k��e:!e:t

d
�dr. although 1.1. docs not mention him IIlDOI'lg the Ilain II 

539. Otheraaaythe author waa al-A'shi b. ZurAra b. II.Nabbl$h one ofthc 
B. U .. yd b. 'Amr b. Tamim an ally of B. Naufal b. 'Abdu ManU. 

���� have omilled thrft ve ..... of l;lauln'. poem becau$C they are 

541. Some say thlt 'Abdullah b. al·l;Ilrith al-Sahmt was the compoaer 

543. The fifth verse ComH from Aba Zayd al-Ant-Jrl. 
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S4-4. AbuZ.yd .l-An�rlquoted tome thevenelboutAbUJlhl. 
545. The lau line is not from 1.1 
546. Some lulhoritiea onpoetrydenY lhat thele venes.n: 'Ubaycb.'1l-
547. When 'Ubaycb.'. fool wu amitten he uid, 'By God, if Abu Tllib 
:'!a��'ed to Ke this day he would know th.t I have . better right than he 

You lie, by God'. house, 

����;;:
a
�:�

a
�:;

t
o� :n:!:I�e:d bows in his defence. 

�V:d 
w
� :;on:n:�7� ��:�r

n
;�i��I�

e 
�::�:.�?

d 
him, 

Theae twO \'erses are in the ode of Abu Tllib which we have .lready 
quoted {P· 174)· 
fi!. Some authorities on poetry deny thlt Oinr was the .uthor of these 

��':����':ti:n: l:=i.l
deny J:lirilh' • •  uthorship of theae linea. 

550. Abu 'Ubayda, the gnmmlriln, quoled to me the lau line, lIying that 
(Shaddid) hadbcoome . Muslim.nd then apoctlltiud,thus: 

The apostle telll u. that we sh.ll live .gain 
But what .ort oflife m.\·e oorpsel .nd wraiths 1 

551. We have omitted two venea in which he .poke dispuaginllly ofthe 
.postle'. companions. Another leamed luthorityon poetry re<:ited to me 
the penultimate vene and 11.0 the line bcginning 'givers of hundredl' .nd the 
following line 
552. Thi, ode baa been handed down in I confuted nate which cannot be 
oonsidered utiafacwry. AbU Mul)riz Khalaf.I-AI)mar and .nother penon 
�Ied itto me, one quoting whll theotherleftout.' 

554. {which .re themolt authentic of the poetry about the men of Badr). 
555. AbQ Mul)riz Khalaf ,1-AI)m.[ re<:ited to me the line, 'We left the wly 
andthey overtook usu .wift uthetidea ofthete.',lhul.Theline,'no lion 
from hi. I.ir', i. not from 1.1. 

556. I have dropped the ode of Abo. UIimI rhyming in L be<:.UK it only 
:i���o��::: in the fint and ICCOnd venCl, in order to k«p the nurat;ve 

557. Some.uthoritiea on poetry deny thlt Hind wuthe luthor 
558. Some .uthoriticson poetry deny that Hind wrote lhi •. 

' 1.II.thrnte ............ hol .. �. ",.onJ1dlff._o{&n1 oi."ifieoncc iolhatline 
J rud.'I" . d  •• ,h like thein tlte GtmW f.U' 



3'59. The lau line was cited to me by IIOTl'Ie aUlnaritiea on poetry. 
560. One tradition of thil poetry separa'ea the line, 'no lion of the jungle', 
&e., from the two pr«eding venea 
561. MOIl authoritiea on poetry deny that Hinduid thil 
562. It il said (though only God knowl the truth) ttuol when the apoltle 
heard thil poetryhesaid, 'lfl had heard thil before hewukilled I would have 
apared.him.' 
�.!k

t
� put in c:hatte of Medina Sib!' b. 'Urfula aJ·Ghillri or Ibn Umm 

��:di�a
e put Bashir b. 'Abdu'I.Mundhir who was Abo. Luhlha in eharge of 

565. It was ealled the raid of a1,Slwiq becaUK mOlt of the provi$ionl whieh 
the raiders threw aWly was 1OWIq. i.e. parched com, and the MUIlima seized 
a rreat deal ofil. ThililwtuotAbU 'Ubayda told me. 
566. He put 'Uthmln b. 'AfIlnin eharge of Medina. 
567. He put I. UmrnMakto.m in eharge of Medinl 
568. 'Abdullah b. Ja'far b. al·Miswar b. Makhraml from Abu 'Aun .aid, 
'The affair of the B. Oaynuql' arose thu.: An Arab woman brought .orne 
roodJ and aold them in the market of the B. Oaynuqj'. She satdownby a 
to1damith, and the people tried to get her to uneover her face but Ihe refused. 
The goldamith took hold of the end of her uirt and fastened it to her baek 
10 when thegol up the wu immodeatly exposed, and they laughw at her. 
She uttcred a loud cry and one of the Muslinu leapt upon the goIdsmilh and 
kil lwhim. Hewua Jew, and Ihe Jew. fell upon the MUIlim andkil lw him, 
whereupon the MUllim', family gJlw on the Muslims for help againll the 
Jew •. The Muslim. were enragw, and bad feeling .prang up between the 
twO partie.: 

570. He bnieged them for fifteen nighu and put Ruhlr b. 'Abdu'I.Mundhir 
in eharge of Mwm.. 
571. Furtt bdongedto B. 'Ijl, an ally ofB. Sahm. 
572. Abu Sufyin b. al·l;llrith b. 'Abdu'I·Munalib wrote a counterblut 
which we .hall mention together with the ven" of f.{anAn in their proper 
pllee, Godwiliing. [Sec P. -«9.] 
573. Thcwordlhdlba'and tuorT1l biw.AAtiJ",·mdo noteomefrom l:1 
!?o��:\,:t=irJ� poetry deny f.{udn'. authorthip. The lint twO 

575. Her name wu Maymuna d. 'Abdullah. MOlt authorities on poetry 
::��!at 'hcwrote thCK verK8 andth.t Ka'b composed thecounterbl .. t 
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576. Another veillion is: 'Will you give me your wives as a pledge?' He 
Iln.weud: 'How can we gi"e Our wives to you u a pledge when you are the 
most amorous, highly scented man in MedinaI' He retorted, 'Thenwill you 
giveyoursons u a pledge?' 

577. These verset oceur in an ode of his on the battle with B. Nat;llr which 
l .hall menlion in its proper pls�, God willing. [Seep. 441.] 
578. I ahall mention the killing of salliim in its properplaee, God willing. 
The word 'deadly' does not come from 1 . 1  

58J. H e  put I .  Umm Maktum i n  charge of the public prayers 

584. ForkulMb some say kiltib. [A small hook or pc:g on the hilt of the 
.wordis meant.] 
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585. The apostle allowed Samun b. Jundub aI.Fauri and rufi' h. Khadlj 
brotherofB. l;Iiritha to go to batde, although they were but fift"en yean of 
age and he had �nt them back at first. But he wu told that Rifi' was . 
good archer 80 he let him go, and after having given him permiasion he wu 
toldth.tSamuncould throwRifi' in wrestling lOhe l e t h i m g o too. The 
following he turned back: Udma b. Zayd;' Abdullah b. 'Umar b. al-Kha\tllh; 
Zayd b. Thlhil, one of B. MUik h. a[-Najjir; II-Bart' b. 'Azib, one of B 
I;liritha; • Arnr h. !:;182m, one of B. MAlik h .• 1·N.jjll.r; Uuyd b. Z;uhayr. one 
of B. I;Uritha. He let them light at the Trench when they were fifteen 
yeaBofage 

586. The companion.' war-cry that day was 'Kill, Kill!' 
587. More than one rnditioniat has told me Ihllt A1-Zubayr h. al-'Awwlm 
said,'Iwuannoyedwhenlaskedthe apoltle for thelword a n d h e refuud 
mc and gave i! toAhu Dujin •. 1 thought, "I.m the son of S.fiya., hi. 
aunt, and belong to Qunya.h, and 1 went and asked him for it before thi, 
rnan,yet he gave it tohirn�ndleftme. By God, 1 will aeewhlt hei.doing." 

So I followed hirn. The man drew out hi. red turban and wrapped his head 
in it. The Anflr .... id, "Abu Duj;lna has donned the turban of death." 
This i. what they used to say when he put it on. & he went forth he was 

Among the palnu of that mountain side, 

�i$r£���: J3!E:Ei;7�d�iVid�' 

There i •• re.dingkuMUforkayyiil. 

S88.0thers sayShariqb.al·Akhnub.Sharlq 

SSQ. A kind of bird inclining to black in colour 

590.1 have he.rd th.t WlQi:hl was always being puniahed for drinking 
wine until he was struck off the pensiofl list. 'Umar uaed to say: 'I knew 
that God would not leave the Ilayerofl;larnza unpunishe d '  

591. Maslama b .  'Alqama al-MhinI told me: When the fighting was fierce 
on the day ofUhud the ap<»tJe sat under the flag of the An,ir and ,ent I 
meuage to 'AIr to tell hirnto bring the flag forw.rd,which he did,saying, 
'I am Abu'l-Qutam' or 'Abu'l-Futam' .e<:ording to I.H. Abu Sa'd b. AbO. 
T.lI,a, who was in ch.rge of the standard of the polythei.u, called to him, 
'Would you like to meet my challenge, Abu'I.Qu,aml' When 'All .cc:epted 
the challenge they fought between the ranb.nd exch.nged two biowl until 
'Ali smote him and laid him On the ground. Then he left him without dis
patching him. When his companions ssked why he did not fini.h him off he 
said: 'He expoaed his person to me (as . sign ofabject .urrender) and the ��

l 
���i�dred made me pity him and I knew that God would certainly 

It is uid that Abu S.'dwentout between the rank. and cried, 'I will 
break in pieces anyone who fights me,' and none went out again.t him. 
Then he cried: '0 you companionlof Muhamrnad, you allege that your 

3' 
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dead are in paradise and our dead are in hell. By al-Ut you lie. If you 
knew that wu true one of you would come out to me.' So 'Ali went forth 
and afteru..::hanging a oouple of blows 'All amote him and killed him 

���t�;h:-��a�: �:� :h; !;s
h
�:d :ro

�is
fi
��!�: ��d�:

S:�::e:�: 
he hears a..::ryof fear he fliesfowards it.' Al-Tirimm1b b.l;IakImal-Tl'ry 
<Tirimm'l:tmeans 'a tall man') said: 

l am of the family ofMAlik,glorious champions 
Whenever the timorous..::ry for help 

593. l;Iasdn b. Thlbit, according to Ibn Hish;lm, answered him thus' 

You mention the proud Itallions of Hbhim's line 
And there you lie not but speak the truth 
Are you pleased that you killed J:lamza 
The noble one whom you yourself <.::all noble? 
Did they not kiU 'Amr and 'Utba 
Andhisson and5hayba andlli-I:Iajjlj andlbnl;labib 
The day that al-'AJ..::hllilenged 'A!i who frightened him 
With a blow of his $word dripping with blood 1 

594. The words 'orjB..::kals' do not come from 1.1. rrhis is an interesting 
note from I.H., be..::auseit indi<.::ates that he knowa that the tert of the poem 
has bun tampered with. In this..::ase we are able to reoover the truetHt 
fromTab.1414whichreads:'hyaenas andjackals wouldhavecrunchedhis 
bones', withjarjarat forqarqarat. The alteration consists of one dot; but 

�
;
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:
t i� have expected that I.H., knowing the true te>:t, would have 

596. The one who cried aloud was the spirit of the hill,i.e. Satan. 

597. The last "erse is ascribed to Abu Khirish al_Hudhllil. Khalaf Ili_ 
Al:tmarquoted it to me as his with the reading'her hands',meaning his 
wife's, with no oonnexion with U\).ud. The verses are also ascribed to 

Ma'qil b. Khu ..... aylid al-Hudhali. 

598. Rubay\). b. ·Abdu'l-Rai).mln b. Abu S a ' id  al-Khudri from his father 
from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri said that 'Utba b. AbO Waqq1t p"lted the apoetle 
that day and broke his right lower ineisor and wounded his lower lip, and 
that 'Abdullah b. Shihiib al_Zuhriwouoded him in the forehelad, and t hat 
Ibn Qami'a wounded hi. eheekbone. Two rings from his helmel were 
foreed into his cheek, and the apostle fell in B hole which Abil 'i\mir had 
made so that the Muslim$ might fall into it unaWIln:s. 'Ali took hold of the 
spostle's hand andTalba b.·Ubayduliah lifted himuntil he,toodupright. 
Miilikb.Sinln,the father ofAbilSa'id al-Khudri,luckedthe bloodfrom 
the apostle', face. Then he ,wallowed it. The apostle said, 'He whose blood 
minglcs with mine wiU not be louched by the fire of hell.' <Abdu·l-·Aziz b. 

Muhammad al_Danlwardi said that the prophet said, 'He who wishu 



co I« a martyr walking on the face of the earth, let him look at Tall)a 
b.·Ubaydullah.' 

'Abdu'l-'Aziz from 1s!)lq b. Vain" b. Tal!)a from 'hi b, Tall)a frum 
'A'uha from Abii Bakr nid that Abli 'Ubayda b. a1-Jarrll) pulled out one of 
the ringifrom theipostle'lface andhilfronttoothfell out.rle pulled out 
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the other incilOr fell out. So Abu 'Ubayda was .hort of his 

600. 'Umlra', mother. Nuny!» d. of K.·b II_Mizinlya, fought on the day 
orUJ,ud 

Sa"d b. Abu Zayd Bl_An,Arf said that Umm Sa'd d. of S.'d b. II_Rab!' 
used to ny : 'I went in to I« Umm 'Uml ... and ..... id. "0 lunt, tell me your 
ItOry." and .he answered: "I went out.t the beginning of the d.y to I« 
wh.t the men ..... ere doing. earrying a akin with .... oater in it, and I eame up to 
the apostle who WIS with hi. companion. while the battle wu in their f.vour 
When the MOIIlel1ll wue defealed. 1 betook myself 10 the apostle and "ood 
up joining in the fight and protecting him with my sword. .nd shooting with 
my bow until I suffered many woundi." • Umm Sa'd uid. 'I IIwon her 
lhoulder a deep gaah and uked who wu responsible ror it. She"';d. "Ibn 
Qllni'a, God cune himl When the men fcll back from lhe apostle he came 
forward ..... ying 'Lead me to Muhammad; let me not IUrvl\"e if he does.' 
Mu,'ab b. 'Umayr and 1 and some men who held their ground wilh the 
.postle blocked his path. It WIS he who gave me thi. wound, but I "ruck 

!::ts ':;::il�:,"?ea for Ihal. However, lhe enemy of God W1l$ wearing two 

601. A leamed traditioniS! told me that 'Abdu'J-Ra]:lmln b. 'Auf wit injured 
in the mouth and his teeth were broken snd he had twenty wound. Or 
more, one or them in hil foot so Ihat he Ixcame lame. 

603, TadiJ'diJ'a meana 'he began to roll off his hone'. 
�.U,rameans'tribe'. 

606. I heard on the.uthority of 'lkrima from I. 'Abbb thatlhe .postle 
did not reach Ihe step eut in the glen. 'Umar, the client of Ghufra, Rid 
thattheprophetprayedthenoon prayeron thedayof Ul)udsitting,because 
of the woundl he had auffered; and the Muslims prayed.itting bebind hi m 
607. A traditionisl in whom I hne confidenoe told me thai a]']:lirith killed 
al-Mujadhdhar bul did not kill Qa,... An indication of the same fact i.thll 
Ibn hl,tlq dOC'l not mention him among those who were .lain.t U!)ud. The 
reason Ihal he killed .I_Mujadhdhar wu because he had killed hi. rather 
Suwlyd in one of the akirmish« between Aus and Khazraj. We have 
mentioned that in an earlier pauage of thi. book. While the.postle ........ with 
• number of hia companionl, suddenly.I-I;JArilh.ppelre<t from one of the 
gardens of Medina wearing two blood_.tained garments. The .postle 
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omend 'Uthmin to cut his hHd off. Othen .. y it was one of the Antir 
who did so. V.I.p. 1:41:. 

609. She was d. Khllid b. KhunaYI, who was I. 1:l.f.ritha b. Laudhin b 
'Abdu Wudd b. Zayd b. Th.'I.ba b. al-Khuraj b. Si'ida b, KI'b b. 11-
Khuraj. 
610. This is only one of the verxs he compo.ed; othen aiM) he wrote 
rhyming in danddhwhith I havc omitted beause of their obe«nity, IT. 
gives them. I commend I.H.'lreticence.J 

61l. Abu Bakr al·Zubayri told me that a min went into Abu nak, while 
Sa'd'.littie daughter was in his arms and he was kissing her. The man uid 
to him, 'Who is thi.I'and he replied it il the dlughte r o f a  bctterman than 
I, S a d b.al-Rabr, who wu one of the chief. on the day ofll-'Aqaba who 
wuprescnt atBadrandfounc!martyrdomIlUJ,ud' 
6tJ.'Vhen the apostle stood o\'er l;Iamu'. body he said, 'I hive never 
been so hurt berore. Ne ... er ha ... e I been more angry.' Then he .. id: 
'Gabriel came to me and told me that I;Ismza was written among the peopl' 
ofthese ... enhe .... enl:"I.lamza b.'Abdu'I-Mu\!alih,the lionofGod lndthe 
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614. On that day he forb;ode l�ntation. Abll 'Ubayda told me that when 
the apostle heard theif w�ping he said; 'God h .... e mercy on Ihe An�r; 
for il has long been their custom to pro ... ide consolation. Tell the women 
to go IWlY.' (I read 'atamat with C. for W.'a 'ali'"t'" or 'a1imta.) 

OIS. Jalal mly mean liule or muo;h; here it mnns 'tittle', I. in the "'usc 
of lmru'u'I-QaYl 

Now that the Banu Asadhlve killed their chid 
Everything else is of no acc:ount. 

I nd in the vene ofll_l;Iirith b. 'Va'la al-Jannl it means 'much'; 
If I pardon I shill pardon a gTCIt crime. 
If I punish I shallwHken myownbone 

616. Theapolllc'. S"'ordused to be call«i Dhol'I_Faqir. Alraditionilt told 
me that I.  Abil Najl]:\ laid: 'Someone called out on the day of UJ,lId: 

A traditionist 11110 told me that thc .pottlc said to 'Ali: 'The polythdsta 
will nOI inflict.notherdefelt like this on us befOH Godgi ... r:s usthe ... ietory,' 
6'7. He put I. Umm Maktam in charge of Medina 
618. AbU 'Ublydl told UI th.t when Aba Sufyin wcnt away on the day of 

U]:\udhcwantcdtogolHlck toMedinltoextcnninatcthereSl oftheprophct'a 



619_ T .. howu-i' .. meant 'you chose positions and sites for them.' AI-Kumayt 
b.Zaydsaid· 

Would that I before him 
Had chosen a place to slcep in. 

6:0. A traditionist from al.As<! said: The two parties said 'We do not wish 
that we had not thought as we did because God took us'nhand , 
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on which you aend beasts to pllllture' (.6.10). TheA .... bs sayta ... ttama and 
asdma when a man pastures his horses and camels. AI-Kumayt said 

He wu a gentle shepherd and we lost him 
The loss of the pastor is the loss of the pastured 

The word mllsji{o means 'gently leading, kind to the flock'. 

61z. Yakbitahllm means 'afflict them to the utmost and prevent them from 
attaining their desires'. Dhii'I_Rumma said' 

While I forgetpastwrrow I shall not forget our perplexity, 
Poised between pleasure and frustration. 

The word also means 'that he may throw them on their faces'. 

Nails on the ends ofa straightened.haft. 

614. l;!au mesns rooting out. You can say (oasaslU something when you 
extenninate it by the sword or sueh-like. Jarirsaid' 

The Iwotds extenninated them as when 
A flame rose high among felled trees 

And Ru'bab. al_'Ajjaj aaid in a rajazpoem 
When we complained ofa year that blasted (by cold) 
Devouring the dry after the green 

6Z5. al-Sakanwas I .  Raffb.lmru'ul-Qays,or al-Sakn 

617. Qays was b. Zayd b. Oulmy'a and Malik was b. Ama b. r,>ubay"a 

628. Abu l:Iayya was b. 'Amr b. Thlbit 

629. And,it i s s aid,Suwaybiqb.al-l:Iarith b.l:liilibb.Haysha 

6Jo. 'Amr b. Qays was b. Zayd b. Sawiid 

63" Aus was the brother of l:Iassan b. Thiibit 

631. Anas b . •  I-Na�r was the uncle of Anal b. MiUik, the apostle's terv.nt 

633. Abll Sa'id'i name was Siniin, or as othen sayS.'d 



634. 'Uba}'({bt,longtdroD.l;labib 
635. We have been told of fi\'e othen whom 1.1. doeII not mention, namely: 

Of al-Aus of B. 1\·I .. "wiya b. MAlik: MAlik b. Numayla an any of thein 
from Muzayna. 

Of B. Kha\ma-Kha\ma'. name wu 'Abdullah b. Jusham b. MAlik b. 
al·Aus __ !·Hlrith b. 'Adiy b. Kharashl b. Umayy. b. 'Amir b. Kha\ma. 

Of D. Amr b. MAlik b. II-Najjar: Iyis b. Adty 
oral-Khazra;jofB.Sawld b.l\Ulik:Mllikb.lyIt 
Of B. Sl1im b. Auf: 'Amr b. Ira. 

'fhus bringing the total ro70. 

6)6. It is said thu 'All kJlltd him. 
637. It is said that 'Abdu'I-Ral;lman b. 'Auf killed Killb. 
638. 'Ali, Sa'd b. Aba WaqqA, and Aba Dujlns ha"e also been claimed as 
hilillyer. 
639. It is said thu 'Abdullahb. MU'Odkilltd'Ubaydl. 
640. '..\'idh wu b. 'Imrln b. :\1lkhzWn. 
�1. Abu Zayd quoted theae lina to me as from Ka'b b. Mllik and the 
verae of Hubayra;, 'mlny a night when the hotl warms his handt,'&c., i, 
credited to Janl1b .ilter of 'Amr Dhl1'I·Kalb at·Hudhali in lOme \,c.-.et 
of hen aboutlOmcothertijht. [Cf.Diu'4n dtl'llut/hQjijtm, cd. Koteganen, 
P·2.4)·] 

642.. Ka'b hadmd,'Ourfightingil onbehllfofour stock,'andthe apottle 
uked,'\\'ould it do tOll-lly our fighting il on bf:ohalfo f o u r  religion?' Ka'b 

:
'

u:.
'Vts,' and the lpottleuid: ''fhen it i. bt,ttcr,' and 10 Ka'b phra;ted it 

643. AbQ Zayd quoted me the words 'Bn example to be talked of'and the 

;:�'t�ar:;.�:ng and the woro. 'Among Qunysh', &c., as from I lOUr« 

644. Some aUlhoritict on poetry d.-ny that Oirlr was lhe luthor. K.'b'. 
word. 'lighr-gi"ing IInight way' were quoted by Aba Zard al.An�rI 
�S. Some authoritiea on poetry deny the luthenticityof thrse lut twO 
poems. The wordt md(li'I',Mb4ti and u-ofQ}'l'Un )'Qju/na are not from 1.1. 

646. Ka'b b. l\1�lik answered him according to I.H : 
Tell Fihrin Ipite ofthe distance between UI �t t
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That mom on the floor of Vathrib'l valley. 
Weltood firm..,lin" Ihem, for lleadfutn('lll is our narure' 
When pohroonl ftee we rise to Ihe occuion. 
'Tis our wont to go forward firmly. 
Of old we did t-a.nd gained the fint place 
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We have an unconquerable b.nd led by. prophet 

�i� =��: �:�!c���;::! �:-:.: .. tru
e. 

Of the maiming ofbodiea and the Iplining ofakuUsl 
6.t,. Some authoriti"on poetry deny that'Amr .. id thil. 
6.tS. Thit poem il the belt that has been written on the lubjed. l;IUIIn 
compoaed i t  at night .nd .ummoned rut people, .. ying: 'I am uraid that �

.
�y overtake me before the momma and it may not be recited in my 

Abu 'Vbayda quoted to me the verse of al.l;Iajjij b. 'Ilil aI_SulamI in 
praise of 'All in which he mentioned hi, killing T.ll;la b. AbO Tall;la b. 
'Abdu'I·'Uzzl,the It.ndard.bearer of the polythei,ta, on the day o£ Ui).ud· 

By God, what a fine protector of women i, FI\ima'. IOn 
Whose patemal .nd maternal unclea were noblel 
You quickly dealt hirn. a deadly thnut 
���J�w��.==d=:��!::!�t

; 
At the mountain foot, where they fell one aheranother. 

649. Most authoritiea on poetry denYl:luain'. aulhorahip. The ve� �':? :��r:�:�' �W:t.�:� �I their bridlea', and 'By one ""ho .uffered 

650. AbO Zayd quoted 10 me the verse 'How we beh.ve' and the nat 
verae and the third vene from it and the beginning of the founh .nd the =f� row up U1d ourfathen periah' tnd the nat veneand the tbird 

651. Abo Zayd quoted me the poem from the wordt 'Advancina and 
enoouragingw'·to theend. 
651. Abu Zayd recited it to me u from Kab b. Milik. 
653. Abu Z.yd quoted me the word. 'you h.ve not won' and 'of Him who 
&J'Ill.tathebett favoura' 
654. Some authoritiea on poeuy deny Qirir'. authorahip. 
655. An authority on poetry told me that 'All did not utter theat words, 
and I have never met tnyonewho reoogniud them u 'Ali' •. They were 
lpoken by an unknown Mualim. The phrase ' .. night' has not 1.1.'. 
authority. 
656. The word. '.ll ofw' and 'theywouJd h.ve . moming draught' h.vc 
not 1.1.'1 authority. 
�t An authority on poetry quoted to me her words 'In IOrtOW tnd leara,' 

658. An authority on poetry quoted to me her Ijne 'Some Cromwhom I 
lOught vengeance,' &c. Some authoritiea deny that Hind uttered it, and 
only God knows the truth 



,., 
����.aJ and aJ-Qlra belo� to aJ.Haun or al-J-IQn b. Kh\Uaym& b. 

���
.
y sold lh�m to Quray.h for two priJOnen of Hudhayl who were 

66:. al-l;Iirith b. 'Amir was the maternal uncle of Abu Ihlb. The laner 

��AO:�'b���.��r;=im; othen ... y one of B. 'Udu b. Zayd 

663- hitnidthaltheyounplerwasher8On. 

664_ Khubayb remained imprisoned until the .. cred months had paued 
and then they killed him. 

665_ al-ak.dd meant one who makes mischici with violent oppotition. 
plul"Il/udd,as inGod'abook:'that youn'Wly wamthereby acontumaciou. 
people' (19- 97). Al.Muhalhil h. Rahrl aJ.T.,hlibl whose name wu 
Imru'u1-Q.ya (othen uy 'Adly h. Rabal (5 . •  ho� conclusively that il "' .. 
'AdIyJnid-

Beneath the.tones lies one a menau to hi. entmies, a boon to hi.friendt, 
Adoughtyadvenary,areatinlUgllffienl. 

Olbe .... report 'with an argument that .ilenee. hit opponentl'. 
milhl4qhere mcan'(JUmdDduin thelineof .I·TirimmlJ).b.l;lakimdelCrib· 
int the clwneleon: 

He loob down on tree arumpa u though 
He were an ach'enary who had o\oercome ru. contumacioua riv.b. 

{Drll>lfll,ed. Krenkow,141,1. 16.J 

666. Y/Uhri 1IQ./uJ,u meant 'telling rumtelf'. ShaI'QII means 'thcy IOld'. 
Yuid b.R.abr. b.Mufarrighal-l;Iimyar1nid: 

And I IOldBunI.. Wouldthatlh.ddied 
Jkfore I .old him 

Burd wu a ,lave whom he IOld. Shard abo mean. 'he bought', u in the 
pod'. words: 

I said.to her, Grieve not, Umm MAlik, over your MIn. 
'Though. mean fellow hu bought thcm. 

661. Somc authoritiu on poetry deny hil luthonhip. 

668. For ruftut there i I .  variantluruq. Wehlvc omitted the rest of thc poem 
because he usedobl«ne language. 

669. Thi. poen1 rcac:mblCII the preceding. Some lulhorilinonpoerrydeny 
that I;IIIIlncompoeed il. I havcomined lOn'leworcbofl;lassln aboulthc 
affair ofKhubaybfor rcalOMlhavegiven 

6,0. Anu wu al-Afamm .I-Sulunr, mlternal ... ncle of M ... fim b. 'Adfy 
b. N .... fal b. 'Abdu ManU. When he NY' "Udu expelled' he mUM 
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l;Iujayrb. AbU Ihllb;othensay al-A'.hlib. Zulira b.al-Nabbash al-Asadi, 
who wu an ally of B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Man�f. 

671. ;e;uhayr b. al_Aghar. and Jami' were the Hudhaylts who sold Khubayb. 

67�. Abu Zayd quoted the last line to me. 

673. The last verse is on the authority of Abu Zayd 

674. Most authoritie1l on poetry denyl;lassAn's authonhip. A variant in the 
last lineis yujaddi/a. SOC. W. hBstujudiJi/a 
675. The An�.i was al-Mundhif b. Muhammad b. 'Uqba b. U\.!ayi)a b. 
ai-Jul.,\.!. 

676. or B. KiJiib. Abu 'Am. ai_Madani said that they were of B. Sulaym 
677. l;Iakam b. Sa'd was of al-Qayn b. JaST; Ummu'l-Danin was d. 'Am. b 
'Amif b. Rabr. b. 'Ami. b. $a',a'a and the mother of Abii Barli' 

679. He left J. Umm Maktum in o;hargc of Medina 
680. This was jn Rabi'u'l_awwaL He besieged them for six nights and the 
prohibition of wine eame down 
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Thouahtheybroughlwhal theyknow, 
Our livera p;!lpitate behind them. 

683. Qa)"b. Bal)ral-A si1ja'i 

!!:'r�;.�' Buhtha was of Ghatafln. The word. 'in a distant place' are 

684b. Some of our 111Iditioniststellme thllsomeanonymous Muslim r«;ited 
the \·e�s. I have never met anyone who knew them as 'Ali' •. 
685. Or'AbduJlahb. Rawll)a 
686. Abu 'Amr al_l\'1adant said: Mter 8. Nac;llr the apostle attKked B 
al-:l.'Iu"aliq. I Ihall n:late Iheirllory in the place in which 1 . 1. n:latedit. 
687. He put Abil Dharr Il_Ghifllri in charge of Medina, Or according to 
othen 'Ulhmin b. 'Amn. It waa called Dh5tu'I-Riql' because they patched 
�irflagsthen:. Other&l&y�use the",wasa trec:ofthat name the",. 
[Cf. W. R. Smith, Rtlirio" of iN Semitu, r8s.] 

688. 'Abdu'I_Wirith b. s.,"d al_Tannurl, lumamtd AbU 'Ubayda, told UI 
from Yunul b. 'Ubayd from al-l:fasan b. Abu'I-l:faaan from Jibir b. 'Ab
dullah concerning the pnyer of fear: the apostle prayed two bow. with one 
section,then he endcd with the invocation of peace, while the othet seetion 
were f-.:ing the enemy. Then theyo:ameandheprayedtwoo�rbow.with 
thml,ending withthe invocation of pelce. 

'Abdu'I_Wlrith from A)'yllb from Abu'l-Zubayr from Jlbir: The a�tle 
ranged u.in two rankl and bowed with u.lll. Then the apostle proltrated 
himselflnd the front rank prostrated. When they raised thcir hum those 
nes:t to them prostratcd thcmselves. Then the front nnk went back and the 
rear rank Idvanced untd they occupied their plaa:. 1'hen the prophct bowed 
with them aU, then he prostrated and those nut him did likewise. When they 
rai$Cd theirhndathosebehindprollrated thtmselvCf. The prophet bowcd 
with thcm all and eaeh one ofthern prostrated twice. 

'U-�::�:d;\��:�:�:;:�d:
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te<:tion are near the encmy. The imam bowt and prostrate .... im them. Then 
they withdraw and become those nearest the enemy. The othelll advance 
and the imanl pcrfomls one bow and one prostration with them. Then each 
�:'::':

l
�:::" with one bow. They h."e one bow with the imam and one by 

68<). It was plated with lilver. 
690. The twO men were 'Ammir b. Ybir and 'Abbld b. Dishr. 
60)1. A nothcrreadingilunfidhah4 
�:d
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a
eleft 'Abdllllahb"Abdlluahb.UbarYb.Sahll al-Anp.riinehatgeof 
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693. Abu Zayd quot�d it to m� as from Ka'b b. Mlllik 

��
i
�: Rab,u'l_awwal, leaving Sibi' b. 'Urfuta al·Ghifoiri in charg� of 

This is a v�rse which w� have mcntion�d in the poetry about Badr (p. 6z6). 

697. He put I. Umm Makt1lm in charge (If M�dina 

6<)8. A traditi(lnist whom I trust told me that Mu'attib was not one of the 
disaffected; his argument was that h� was at Badr 

699. Or 'Amr b. 'Abd b. Abu Qars [apparently a latel"Bttempt to r�move the 
heathen name of Wudd]. 

701. Moat Buthorities on poetry doubt 'Ali'I authorship 

703. It is said that th� man who ahot Sa'd was Khaf3ja b. 'A,im b. I:Iibblin. 

704. Marijil is a kind ofYaman cloth 

70S. He left I. Umm Makto1m in charg� of Medina 

706. Others say Anni 

709. A traditionist whom I trust told me that 'Ali cried as they were 



,os 
besieging B. QUI1l�, '0 "tuadron of the Faith'; and he and al.Zubayr b. 
a'·'Awwlm advanced and hCllllid, 'Either I willllitt what l:Iarru:.tuted orl 
will C(Inquer their fon.' They said, '0 Muhammad, we will submit to the 
judgement of Sa'd b. Mu'ldh.' 

710. juqqdbJyamean, a kind of brocade 
���. k7J'! �;: the wOt1Uln who threw the rnillalone on Kh.llid h. SUWlyd 

711. QgbW i3 the rea:iving of the bucket of the camel drawing wiler. 
Zuh.yr b.AbuSulml ... idconumingqGblQ· 

Whenever his hand, get hold of the bomorn of the bucket 
He sings as hCllanda pouring out the watcr 

AnOlhcr,...,.ding is u'QqdbilinYDla/aqq4, meaning 'the re«ivcr ofthc buckc I 
takC1 hold of it'. Thc"4(li/li,th,,camel that dl"lwllhe watertoirriglte 
cr. Slwrb Diu:6 .. ZUMyr, Cairo, '9«. p. 40. [Hen: I.H. is explaining the 
variantq;:JJ/aforJalla.] 
713. Aqf4r mcaru ',ides', lingularqilr, QutT, pluflIl aqt4r, hu the urne 
meaning. AI.Faraui.q .aid· 
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[i.e. tog�t to theirfectJ. Aq/4r .nd aljt4r a� v.n.nt re.dings 

'14. SolaljuJm'" mean. 'I�y injured you .... ilh !Ilk, burned .nd dillr�5Kd 
you'. The Redu;n!laY '.n doqu"nt(JalI44) spuker and kiw/ib rnislaq.nd 
",j'/4Il: A'sh;}ofn. Q.,..b. Th.·I.ba said 

Among them is glory,Iol"ran(:",and nobility, 
Amongth"m i,th(:$harp "loqucnt oralor. 

'1$. O�d no{lbahu mean. 'died'; "ol;/> m"anl 'b� .. h', according to wh.t 
Abu 'Ubayda laid m,,; ill plural is nul;ilh. DM'I.Rumma said' 

Thenighllh.t lh"l:Ilnlhi$flM 
Art"r Haubardied (qa{i4nafrbahu) in th" Clv.lryehaTge. 

�laubar ....... 0"" of B. .I-Hlnth b. Ka"b. H" means Yazid b. Haubar. Nallb 
.lso mean. 'vow'. Jlrlr b .• l-Khatafisaid: 

In TikhfB we foughtth"kinll',.ndour cavalry 
W"nl on the nighl of lJis\;}m to fulfil Iheir vow 

He means Ih� vow they had ..... Orn to kill him .nd they did kill him. maIm 
.... u OialAm h. Qa}'l b. MIt'lId al-Sh.yblnl. who Wit Ibn Dhu·l.j.dd.yn. 
Abu·Ubayd. told m"th .. he .... as lh"knightoCRabr. b. Nizlr. TikhC. i •• :�Je onthe Basr:a road. Nal,ob.lso mean. '>onge ..... i.e. ·br:ts·. Al-F .. azdaq 

When K.lb br:t againSl people which OCUI 
Is more generou • •  nd liberal 1 



766 TJu Lift of Muhammad 
Another meaning i. 'weeping', Najlb also means 'n«enity and need' You 
can say 'They have nothing I Wlnt.' MMik b, Buwlyra al.Yarbil" pid: 

They hive nOlhing I WBnl except that I 
Seek the red-eycdcameb ofShudun Ihalyou wanl, 

Nahl r b,T.u.i'.,oneofB.T.ymu'I·Lil b.Th.'laba b,'Ukiba b.$a'b b 
'A1ib. Bakrb. WI·il,whowrreclientsofD.I�anir.,said; 
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Had they overtaken him they would hll.ve fulfilled their need of him 
There i. a proteelor for every (victim) miued. 

Na!.rballOmeanl 'a gentle rlpid gait'. 
716. Sui)lymslne ofB.II-l;IuI,l swhoare ofD.Asad b. Khuzayma .. id· 
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$a}"dffallO meana'horn.'. AI_Nlbigha a1_}a'dl said: 
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The blaclmeS8of their horna scared ul 
Thcir feet as it were Iprinkled with pitch and tar 

$a}"dP a110 meaN the wea\'rr'. implem .. nt according 10 wh.t Abu 'Ubayda 
told me, and hequoled me Ihe line of Ounyd b. a1-$imma at-J\Uhami, 
JUllham b. !\iu'lwiy. b, Bakr b. Iiawhin 

I looked al him aslhe lpean'went Ihrough him 
A,thefaytJ';go lhrough the outllretchedweb. 

$ayd,labome.nsthe protubenncn on the feetofcocb like tiule hom. 
It .110 means 'roou'. �Ie lold me that the Anb. say, 'May God CUI off hi. 
tlpya, i.e. hi. fOOt', 
717· The mellphoricalmeaningof thi.tnditioni.(explainedin)thewords 
of 'Aisha: 'The apostle said, The gnve has a hold on people; if .nyone were 
to escape {rom it it would be Sa'd b. Mu'idh '  
718. She Wit Kubaysh. d .  Rifi' b .  MU'lwiya b .  'Ubayd b .  Tha'iab. b 
'Abdu' I.Abjar, who was Khudrl b. 'Auf b. a1_I�Arilh b. II-Khurlj. 
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th or without itJ4/a. 

720. He Wit 'Uthmin b. Umsyya b. Munabbih b. 'Ubayd b, al,Slbbl q 
721. I hsve heard from al·Zuhrl that they gavel the lpostle lo,ooodirhami 
for hi. body. 

'Thepoet .. ,pnkincofrnounllin_tt 
·W.' ...... ,I/n<""'k .. no .. noelndriola ... the""'lre. hiioneofhisvuyf.wmillllr. .. 
·P"<hol"th.oe_h«.iI",,,reJy't"'yolJ·�"'rivc· 



IlmHislriim'sNottS 7fry 
7:1:1. A tTUltwonhy penon told me that he wu told on the .uthority oC 
.I.Zuhrt that that day "All killed "Arnr b. 'Abc:lu Wudd and hi. lIOn l;Iial 
Other. uy "Arnr b. "Abc:l. [Pre.umably the name of the heathen deity haa 
been dropped.] 
7lJ. One whom I can tru.t told me fr om 'Abdu'l-M.lik b. Yal;lyi b. "Abbid 
b .. "Abc:lullah b.a1-Zub.yr: When K.."b wd,'Qunyth came to contend with 
their Lord', h., the .pottle uid: 'God thanlu you, K..'b,for .. rina;ilial.' 
714. Abo' Z.yd quoted tome venet8 and lO; and v. II with the variant 
'u thouah to the top ofQuds a1·Muhriq', 
715. The Yersn 'We kept every fine ... courter' and the following verse 
and the third and fOllrlh and the verse 'H'l1ihty u an .nlfl'}' lion' and the 
following vene are from Abo' Zayd. 
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try deny hi •• uthonhip. The words "Arnr to 

727. Some .lIthoritieli on poc:trydeny!;JI$$ln',.uthonhip. 
718. Thett: venn are credited to Rabr. b. Umay. aI·om, whote lut vene 

729·0rhilleg 

You brought the Khaznjlto hi.knea 
And to I hW my desire on him. 

7Jo.Another �gil J"Zlnttt .. ,'annub' 
731. lie left I. Umm MaktO,m in charge of Medina" 
731. More than one traditionitt _rted that Waqqlt b. Mu1;Iriz aI-MlIdJijl 
wualtokilledthatday 
733. S.·d', horse was Lil;liq; Miqd.ld'. was B.'�. or S.bl;l.; 'Ukish.', w .. 
DhO,'I·Limrn.; Ab .... Qnida'. w .. l;lazw.; 'Abbld', w .. lAmmi"; U .. yd', 
was M .. n .... n; and AbO, 'Ayyilh'l w .. JuIWI. 

734. He left J. Umm MaktO,m in charge of Medina. 
735. Whenl;lualnuidthi.S.'d b. Z.ydwuennged.glintt him and Iwore 
Ihathe wollid neverspeakto him again. Heuid: 'He h ... ctuallyattribllled 
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rhyme'. I�au.jin compoaed other verse. to placate Sa'd' 
If you teek the ttOllte81 warrior 
Oran .bleman,goloS.'d, 
S."d b. Zayd the dallntleu.. 

BlIt Sa'dwould not II<:«pt ilie lP010gy and it availed him n.ught. 
736. AbO, Zayd quoted me the line 'Wef«d theguelt', 



768 Tilt LIft of Muhammad 

737. He put Abu Dharr al-Ghif'iri or Numayla b. 'Abdullah aI_Layth! in 
eharge of Medina. 

738. The ",,-ar-cryof the Mlaliml on the day of B. Mu�raliq was '0 victorious 
one, slay, slay!' 

739. It is said that when the apostle departed from the nid with Juwayriya 
and was at Dhltu'I_Jaysh he entruated her to one of the Anpr and went 
forward to Medina. Her father al-l;IArith came bringing his daughter'. 
l'lInsom. When he WII in aI_' Aqtq he looked at the camels he had brough.t II 
her I'Illsom and admired two of them greatly, so he hid them in one of Ihe 
PUS" of al-'Aqiq. Then he came to the prophel and told him that he had 
brought hia da\lihtet'.nm.sorn. He llIid; ' Where are the two camela which 
you have hidden in aJ-'Aqiq in auch_and_such a passl'Al-l;IArith exclaimed 

'ibearwitnesathal lhere ia noGodbutAltah andthat you,MuhanunBd,are 
the aposlle of Allah; for none could have Imown of this but God: He and 
his two IOns who were with him md some of his men accepted hlam and he 
sent for the two camels md brought them and handed all oflhem over to the 
prophet. His <uughter WII handed over to him and beeame an excellent 
Muslim. The apostle asked her father to let him marry her and when he 
agreed he gave her 400 dirhama as dowry. 

'l:�:e b����. =nn� Zaynab d. 'Abdu DuhmAn, one of B. Firla b. 

741. Others say it wu 'Abdullah b. Ubayy and his companions. The one 
who had the greater share therein was 'Abdullah, as 1.1. has ahawn ahove. 
[preawnably I.H:. note ends at this point.] 

741.lnthetnditionkibrahumdkuMaJruoccur,butlheQul1lnhBskibrahu 
with kan-. 'Let not Ihose who poaseas dignity among you.' ya'talimeans ' be 
remiA',as in the line of Imro'ul-Qays al_Kindr· 

Many a trQublesome opponent have I repelled for love of you, 
One who advised and reproved me without ceasing (mll'tall) 

(MII'all. v. '11). It is Baid that the QUl1lnic words mean 'Let not those who 
poaseas dignity take an OIlth',which according to what we have heard is what 
al·l;Iasan Abu'l-l;Iasan al-na�ri said. And in God's book 'Those who forswear ���

i
;:�' (yu'llMa) is from aliya and aliya melUUl an OBlh. l;Iassiin b 

I awear thaI no man is more cBreful than I 
In SW"ring an oalh true and free ftom falsehood 

l ahall mention thisverse.inil$context later(v.i.,W.p.lo16,1.1). The 
meaning of a .. yu'tu in this cue ia mo 14yu'tu; and inGo<!'s book we read: 

'Godmakesit plain toyoualltmlillll,meaningan14tarjil/,,;Heholdsback 
Ihe sky lest (a .. ) it should fallonthe earth,meaninganl4.' I. Mufarrigh al_ 
l;Iimyarisaid; 

�;g����1:i-��=·;�,�;���;:" ,,;d,. 



743· Another\-crsion is '. after God has guided you to Islarn' 

Chaste, keeping to her hou$c, above suspicion, 
Never thinking of reviling innocent women; 

and 'A'isha said, 'Buther father did!' 

745. l:Iassiin and his two companions. 
746. He put Kumay!a h. 'Abdullah in charge of Medina 

747· 0thel'1l 5ayBusr 

748. Af�;; b. I�6rilha 

749. Forya!"nadiinakasome sayyamdc.!".naka 

755. AbU Ba�ir wasof Thaqif. 

756. Abu Unays was an Ash'ari 

,,,> 

757. The singular of 'I/am is ';f1'IO which means a cord or rope. al-A'shA b 
Qays said: 

To Imru'ul.QaY9 we make long journeys 
And we take ropes from every tribe. (Diu'4n iv. lo.) 



Tile LIfe of Muhammad 

He answered, 'Ceruinly, but did I .ay that it would be this year l' They laid 
No, .nd he went 01'1: 'It is in accordancc with what Gabriel said to me.' 
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a b, 'Abduliah in charaeofMedinaand gave the standard 

760. The war-cry of the companion • •  t Khayb.r was '0 victorioulone,.lay 
.IIY!' 
761. Abu Zayd quolcd the linea thus' 

�Y::.: �:e:' :�tb�e:1 ���b 
I advanoeagtlinstterron, bold and dour 
I carry a sharp IwOrd that glitters like lightning 
In the hand of. warrior sanl reproche 
We willerulh you till the strong il humbled. 

MuJ;.lb was from!;limyar. 
762. It w .. white. 
763. JudhAm is the brother of Lakhm. 
76 •. FaTTatmeans 'theeyclidswere unooveredfrorntheeyea uan animal'a 
(Iip.) .reuncovcredwhenonelookaltita teeth'. He meana 'theyuncovered 
the eyelids from the CO\'en of the eyesight' meaning the An,Ar. [But the 
Jew. must bc referred to here.] 
765. Or b. aI·HabIb: I. Uhayb b. SuJ;.aym b. Ghiyara of B. s.'d b. Layth, 
an ally of B. Aud and thc .on of their lister. 
766. AI·A.wad the shepherd was one of the people of Khaybar. 
767. Another reading is 'the spoil of Muhammad', &c. 

768. Abu Z.yd quoted the.e \'efSC1 to me fn;lm Ka'b b. MAlik and he quoted: 
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769. A rhapaodist quotcd 10 me hi. words 'when I charged' and 'perished 
in the fecding place'. 

K,'b b. MAlik laid, according to Ibn Hi,ham on the authority of AbO 
Zayd' 

We eame down to Khayb.r and ita drinking placcs 
With every .lrong warrior whose vdns .howcd in his hand.' 
Bravc in dangen, no weaklingl 
Bold against the enemy in every baltle, 
Generous with food every winter, 
Smiting with the blade of an Indian lword 
They think death pni.ewonhy if they get the martyrdom 
They hope for from God and victory through Ahmad 
They protect and defend Muhammad'. prot�gt! 
They fight for him with hand and tonguc. 

, BeaouMchrpippod hi . .... ord ... fitmly. 



Th.,yhdp him in.,v.,ry matter that troubles him 
Endang.,ring thtir livesin d.,fence ofMuh&mm.ld'l, 
Sincer.,ly b..lievingin th., n�,ofthe un..,.,n, 
Aimingthe�by .tgloryand honour in th., timeto com.,. 
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.,
::.,o�a!,:!t�=r the apostl., decid.,d which wm Anb hOrKS and 

771. Hewascallw.'·Ubtlydal·Sih;lm.'!>«au.sehe bought th.,shares. H.,wu ���J.� b. Aus, one of D. I;Uritha b. aI·I;IArith b. aI·Khazraj b. 'Amr b. Mllik 

772. (Load, refer 10) whe.t, barl.,y, d.tes, .nd d.teslones, &c. He dinri· 
bUI.,d th.,m according 10 th.,ir n.,eds. rrhil u�ful uplanatory not., from 
I.H. il not in W:. tnl and then: i� no mention of Ihe reading in hi, critical 
nOles in vol. iii. C. nOles that it is mi�ing in W. but dou not 11.1., wh.t 
manuscripts contain it. DatestolK'S w.,re poundw. up and UKd for cam.,l 
food.) The nnd of B. 'Abdu'I.Muttalib was greater and so h., g.v., them 

773. Som., say' Ana b. MAlik and his brother Murrin or Marv.'In b. Mllik. 
rrhi.I.lter di\,ergence obviously thow. thatlhe lradition reslw.on mRnu. 
scriplSwhich could not b.. n:ad with certainty.) 

774' According 10 M�lik b. Ann he said Kal1bir Kabbir! rrhere i. no 
difference in the meaning.] 

776. Some uy 'to Q.tJd.'. 

777. The word kha/ar mesn. 'ahare'. You can My aM/ora 1I/ulbI kha/lmm, 
'aomeone gan, me' ,hare'. 

778. Sufyin b. 'Uyayna from aI·Ajl.l;I from al·Sha'bl uid that J.'far b. 
Abu TAlib came to the apotl!e Ihe day he conquered Khaybar. The .poetle 
ki.sed his forehead andl.king holdoftilm uid:'! don'tknow whichgivea 
melh., gn:ater p[.,uure--the oonquest of Khloybaf orthe arri\·al ofJ.'f.r ' 

780. H., put 'Uway( b. aI·A�btlt aI·om in ch.rge of Medin •. Thi. i. allO 
CllIIw. the 'Pilgrim� of Retalillion' !>«au�lhey preventw. himlrompil. 
grim.ge inDhu'I.Q.'d.intheholymonlh in .... 1t.6; .ndthe apostleretali.tw. 
and entered Mecca in Ihe v.,ry month in which Ihey had shut him out, in 
"'.11. 7. \Veha\'eheard lhRI I. 'Abbb said: 'Cod re\'uled conccmingthll, 
"And forbiddenthing1l are aubj.,ct to retalialion'" {2. ,,}o). 

781. The word! 'We will fight you .bout its interpretation' to the end or the 
\'erKS w.,re 5pok�n by • Ammir b. Visir aboul .nother banle. The proof of 
lhal is that L Rawll;la rer��d only to the pol),1hcistt. Th.,y did nol b..lie'� 
in lhen:\·e!.tion andonIYloo.ewhodid would fight for .n interpn:tationol 
it. [S.",yslheoccuionwaethe banle of!)iffrn,.ndlhit ceruinly givctpoint 
IO lhe \,.,rsca which Ire lOb.. found in the K. $iQln.) 



TM Life ofMulumuruui 

,81. Sheruod entro.ted her.i.terUmm al-F..,Il with her affairs; Ihe, being 
malTird to Il-'AbblJ, confidrd the matter to rum, and he mlrrird htr to the 
lpostle inMeccllndgaveheru dowry onthe lpostle'sbehllf4oo dirhllm •. 
783. God sent down to rum� Abu 'Ub'yd, told me-'God hu fulfiJird 
Ibe vuion in n:ality to Hi. apostie, "You thlll enter the ucud mosque if God 
win in safety wilb he.ct. ,h"'rd and (ruoir) .hom, not fe.ring". He know. 
wruot you do not know, and He baa wrouaht beaideJ lb., I victory nnr by' 
(4B. 17),i.e. Kh.ybar. 

7&.t. Some.uthoritinon poetryquotrdlhe ... ersn tome thus: 

You .u the lpostle .nd he who it deprh'ed of hi. gifu 
And the.illht of him hu no real worth. 
M.yGod eonfirm the good thing. He lIa ... e you 
Among the apo$lles, lind the ... iclory u they wcn: helped. 
I percei ... edgoodnt'lll in you by. natural gift, 
An intuition which i. contrary to what they Ibink ofyou, 

meaning Ibe polytheistl. 

785. Anotherrelding il' 

Weu�donour horses from the thiclr.etl ofQuri). 

{This is the reading ofT. I"Z11, 1. 9 .nd Yiq. i .... S3, I. 11,WOO .IY.thlt 
Qurb is in the Widi'I_Qudl. 1.1.'1 n:lding i'lIi ... e n i n Yiq. IV. 57t.J The 
words 'We arnngrd their bridles' IU not from I.I 

,87. Atraclitionistwhom l trusttoldme thatJ.fsrtook the flsg in hi. right 
hand and it wu cutoff; then he held it in hi. left hand and thatwu cut off; 
then he held it 10 hi. breut with hi, .rmt until he was .l.in. He was 33 
yurs old. For th.t God n:wltdrd him with . pair of wings in Parad.i.e wilh 

:�:�� ��t �: :I����r.
he would. It u aaicJ. that . Greek ga ... e him II blow 

788. Another reading i. 4o .kins (mtInf'a). 
7SQ. TheWOrdl I. Il_lrilh In: not from 1.1. The third ... erse ilfrom KhIUld 
b.Qurn: OIhel1 uyMllikb.R.ifila 

7110. Al-Zuhri sccording to our information uid thll the l\luslim. made 
Khllid theirchieflnd God helprd Ihem, and he wu in charge of them until 
he came back to the prophet 

791. To thele I. ShihAb addrd: From B. MAzin; AbU Kulayb .od jlbir, 
.alii of 'Amr b. Z.yd b. 'Auf b. Mabdhul, full brothers. From B. MAlik b 
AffA: 'Amr and 'Amir, IIOnl of SI'd b. Il·U_nth b. 'Abbld b. S.d b. 'Amit ��'l.b. b. Mllik b. MfA. Others uy, Abu Killh Ind Jlbie .ant of 

793. The poem i.ucribed to l;l.bib b. 'Abdullahal-A'lam ll-Hudhalf, and 
the verse 'I remembertd the andentblood-feud' il fromAbu 'Ub.ydl, lllO 
the words'wide.nottrilled' ind 'llrong, lean-fttnked', &c. 



793· 'fheworo.'exceptNJfil'and'tothe ,lopes ofRa4w1'are notfrom U. 
Conceming him J:lasdn b. Thlbh .. id· 

God cune the tnbe we left deprived of thcir bat mcn 
With nonc but NAqib tO c.U  them togcthcr 
o Nlufal, testides ofl donkey who died lut night 
Whcnhlveyouever bccn .ueccuful, youcnemy of blggqc! 

[fhclutinlultmc.ns'you ne\·cr equip younelf for a fony', or, punapt, 
'youthicf!'] 

794. Another reading i. 'Help uI, Cod guidc you, with IINni .id'; .nd 
'Wcpro ... idedthe mother .ndyou .re the ton'. 

795. AnothcrreadingiJ 'the·wont cnemy'. 

796. By the words 'By men who hid not drawn thcir lVI""Orda' he mean, 
Quray.h, and by 'the ton of Unun Mujllid' he IDeIM 'Ikrirm. b. Abo JIhl.' 

797. Hcmct him in al-Jul;lr. mi8n.tina with hit famil y; before that he h.d 
Ii ... ed in l\"1ccca in charge of the wllcrinawith the jfOOdwill ofthe .poatle, 
Iceording to whit al-Zuhrl told me 

798. Anotherreadifli i.'Andonewhomlhld driven outledmetothetruth'. 

799. Itwu caUedgrcenith-bllckbecJ,u.e ofthe lilllIeamount ofateel in it. 
A1-J:llrith b. J:liliuil ll-Yalhkurfllid: 

Then J:lujr, I mean Ibn Umm QIIJm, 
With hit greenith-black honernen 

me.ning the tquldron; lndJ:lusln b. Thlbit .. id· 

When he SIIW Bldr' . .... Uey_U. 
Swanning with thcblackmailed tquldrol1l of Khuraj 

in hi. pocm on Badr (v.l. 515] 

80 .. He wu of Khuu'l 

802. An authority on poetry quoted me hi. llying 'like . pillar' which i. 
credited to ill-Ri'bh al-Hudhal!. On the d.y of Mc<:ClI, l:Iunayn, and .1-
TA'if the biltde-cry of the muh4ji" wu '0 BlnO 'Abdu 'I-Rll)m1n'; of the 
Khuraj, '0 BanO 'Abdullah' ;  of the Au., '0 B.nu 'Ublydullah'. 

�J'':��;''��: �:.
.
Mu. lim and 'Umar g .... e him II go ... cmonhip 

8o.t. AI-'Abbb had put Hlima and Umm Kulthilm, the "'""0 daughten of 
the IlpoatlC, on lI a.mel to t.ke them from Mecca to Medilli and al-J:luw.y
rith gOlldW the beut to th.t it threw thcm to the around. 
805. They were .1-J:lJrith b. Hiahlm and ZuhlYT b. AbO Umayya b. al
Mughl .... 



Th� Lift of Muhammtui 

806. Sufyin b. 'UYlIynaml:'ntioned tluotthe apostll:' nidto'All, '1 givl:' you 
only that which you Iuovl:' lost; not iMc which you will cauae othl:'n to lose.' 

A rraditionist toldml:' tluot lheaposmflllcrl:'<!thetempicon thedt.yofthe 
oeeup.tion, and sawthl:' figurtt of angl:'It and othubcings and. picture of 
Abnham with divining arrowl in hi. hand. 'God .lty them,' hI:' said, 'they 
Iuove picturl:'<! our shlykh ... man divining with arro ... 'S. \VluI h.Q A�raham 
to dowith luch things 1 "Abraham ...... nOI I Jcw nor . Christian, but he wu. 
banrt, a MUllim, and WSI not. polytheist" '(3. 60). Then hI:' gave oruen that 
III thate pictures should be erased. [Azraql, Mel:C8, 13S�, 104 ult., r«XIrdi 
• tradition that the picture of Jesu. and Mary ...... retained by the prophct.] 

fo!:�=I!=���tr=�d���:il����;:: :�����:� :�:\
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and uked him where the .postle h.d prayed., but he did not uk how many 
timn. When Ibn :Umatwent into the temple he walked straight forward until 
there wu. lpaoeof.bout three eubiu between the wall and the door behind 
him; thfll he would pray, rnWn, for the place which Billl had told him of. 

He allO wdiM!whenthe lpostle enterl:'<! the Ka'ba in the yur of the 
oonqueat in =pany with 1lil1l he ordcred him to ea!1 thc pWple to prayer. 
Now Abo SufyAn b. J:larb and 'AttAb b. Alld and a1-I;Urith b. Hiahlm were 
.itting in the courtyard of the Ka'ba. 'Anlb b. A.id llid, 'Godhu honoured 
Alld in not letting him hearthi., for it would h.ve enraged him.' Al-J:larith 
... id, 'If I knew that he wu right I would follow him.' AM Sufyin lIid, 
'I uy nothing. If l were to lpeak che very $tones would tell him of it.' 
Tbcr<:upon theprophetcame outtothem.nd said, 'l knowwhatYOU llid,' 
ana r<:peated cheir woro.. AI.I;IArich and 'Atllb said, 'We bear witneaa that 
you In the .postle of God. There waa none with UI who could h.ve known 
thil 10 iMt we could .... y that it \\"l:II he who told you.' 

807. I he.rd that the fint man for whom Ihe lpostle paid the bloodwi! wu !�-=��.
f
�;�-a'. The B. Ka'bkilled him and the apostle paid • hundred 

I heard from YaI;lyi b. SI'ld lhatwhen the prophet fllterl:'<! Mecal ne 
.tood on a1·Safl praying to God. The Anti! wen all round him Uld were 
uying among th<!llUClvea, 'Do you think th.t now that God hal given him 
powcr over hil land and his town thai he will rem.ain in it l' When he Iuod 
ended hil prayen he aaked them whit they h.d been saying. At fint they 
would notaay, but finally they lold him Ind he said; 'Godforbidl Thepllce 
where I live will bI:' your place, and Ihe place where I die will be youn.' 

A traditionin in whom I hive confidence with a chain going b.ck to 
Ibn Shihlb al-Zuhri from 'Ubaydull.h b. 'Abdullah from. Ibn 'Abbi. hid: 
The.postle enterl:'<!Meccll onthedayof conqueslridinghi.camel,andwent 
round the Ka'ba onit. All round the temple wen imagea ",I inll:'.d. and Ihe 
aposde ...... pointing .t tht'm wilh . llick inhis hand, aaying. 'Troth h .. 
come Ind fllsetlood has passed IW'y; fllsehood i. bound 10 pHI .way' 
(17·8:&). Ifhe pointed atthe�·.flCei!fdlbackwllrda;ifhe pointedlt 
iu back it fell on its face, until there wu nol one of them lunding, Tamlrn 
b. Aud a1.Khm!'i uid concerning thai: 

In the idoll there il an in.lrUctive leuon 
To one who hopea for reward or punilluTlC'nt 



809. Some authorities on poetry deny his authorship of this poem 
810. Another version is 'And kinship's cords were severed from you.' 

Sl�. This i� part of a longer ode of his. 

S13. 'Abbas b. l\lirdas al_sulamis.aid 

ABBAS B. MIRDAS BECOMES A MUSLIM 
According to what an authority on poetry lold me the father of'Abblis had 

an idol which he Ulled to worship. It was a Itone called Oamliri. One day 

'I� ��. ,,;;111 • di .. inrui·hini turbln or omblem; or the: word miglll _an '",Ieued' 
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' 
Say to all the tribcl ofSulaym, 
Oamiri il dead and the people of the mosque do live 
He of Quray,h who hu inherited prophecy and guidance 
Afte�the Son of Miry is the rightly guided one 
I,)amiiri i. dead though once he waswo .... hipped 
Ikfore scripture came to the prophet Muhammad 

At that 'Abbh burned I;lamari Ind joining Ihe prophet bc:elme I l\tudim. 
'a'da b. 'Abdul!ahal-Khuzl'lon theday Meccawas entered.lid 

o Ka'b b. 'Amr, hear a claim that i. tnle 
Ofdelth dectttd for him on the day of battle, 
Deereed forhim�rom everywhere,' 
Thlt he .hould die by night weaponleu 
We Ire they whole hORn closed up Ghazll, 
And Lift and F�u Till!) we c101ed up. 
We brandilhed our lpeara behind the MUllim. 
In a lireltanny .upported by our hOrKI 

God crtated thec1oud. to help ul, 
Help' of low_lying c1oulb one above another. 

�
u
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e 
and writers. 

For our sakel Mecca' • •  anctuary wu profaned 
That we might get revenge with our ,harp Iword, 

814. 'Abbas b. Mirdll &aid oonceming thi., 
Since you have made KhAlid chief of the army 
And promoted him he hu beoome chief indeed 
In an anny guided by God wbote commander )1)U are 
By which we amite the wicked with every right 

ThelC two verws belong to an ode of hi. about the battle ofJ:lunG)'Il which 
l .hall mentionlater, GodwiIJing. [5«p· s8).] 
8.S. A traditioniat who had it from Jbrihim b. ]a'flf al_Mal)miidi told me 
that the apostle "..id, 'In a dream I swallowed a morsel of dates mixed with 
butter and enjoyed the laste ofit; but lOme of it Ituck in my gullet whcn I was 
trying to .wal1ow it and 'All thruat in hia hand and pulled it out.' Abu Bakr 
uid: 'Thi, i, one of the partiu you sent OUI. You will hear tidings which 
you will like and dislike, and you wiJI send 'Ali to put mallert right ' 

Hetoldme that oneof the �n eKllpedand came to lhe .postle to telJ 
him the news, The apostle asked if anyone opposed Khllid, I.nd he replied 
lhat a fair man of medium height had done $0 but Khllid dro"e him I.way, 
Another man tall and of c1umey figure argued. with him until the dispute 



became hot 'Um.r uid that the fint wu hi • .on • Abdullah 'tid the othu 
wa. SAlim, a client ofAbil l;Iudhayfa 

816. Aba 'AmI' al.Mad,ni Slid: When KhAlid came to them they laid, 
'\Veha\"e changed our religion, we ha\"e changed our religion ' 

:� T�e word Busr and 'remained with the marriage.makers' 're not 

818. lI,'lost authoritics on poetry deny the lIuthenticity of the luttwo IIncs. 

819. More than one authority on pottry l"ecited the fint linc tomc. 

810. The words 'Take to H,whin' to the cnd of the poem dul with thi, 
battle. What goes before hu refercncc to somcthing dse. Thcy Ire quite 
dininct, but l.l.hu m.de thcm intoone pocm. 

831. Aba suf)'in" IOn wu named r,'f ... , hi. own namc being al.Mua!tln. 
Some people count Quthlm b. al.'Abbla amana them and Offiit Aba 
Sufrln', IOn. 

822. Kalad, b. al·l;Ianbal 

823. I;Ia .. An b. ThAbit llmpooning Kalldaaaid: 

J uw . btack manararotrandhe .ured me 
'Twll AbaI;lanballnping onUmrn I;lanbal 
'Twu u though that with which hc lcapt upon her belly 
Wu thc forcleg ofa clmcl.ired by. mightyltallionl 

Abn Zayd quoted thtse two ... enes to u5, and .. id that ;n them hc llmpooned 
�arwAn b. Umayya who waa half·brothcr 10 Kalada on his mother'1 sidc. 
(Thi.pusage I. not inW.) 

�:�i
e
:hcse two \'Crael were not spokcn by MAlik and were about mother 

81,. ChaylAn is b. Sallma al·Thaqafi, and 'Urw. i. b. Mas'ud al.Thaqafl 

830. Thesc ,"cn"" of MAlik h .... c nothing to do with thi, banle, You can 
Ke that from the words o£ OUl'llyd at the brginning of thil ICO)UJlt, 'What 
of KII'b and Killb ?' to which they rcplied, 'Not one of them il here,' Now �:[:t .... :�

l
t:

a
:"re�:�l� md in thewe \'<'nrt Mllik laY" 'la'r.r md B. 

I h.\,chcardlhat cavalrycamc up whileMllik mdhit pllrty werc .tthc 
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- � - � - � - - - - - - - - - 
a force who lay their lancel beno.·een the eln of their long-Ranked steed!. 
He said that they wen: O. Sulaym and they hid nothing to fear from them 
When Ihey came near they took Ihe road II the bonom oflhe wadi. Next 
came men with no distingui.hing mark c.rrying their lanc:r.  at the side. 
He said Ihlt Ihen: was nothing 10 fear: they were Aus and Khazraj. When 
theycameto thebonom ofthepasstheytookthe sameroacl as O. Sulaym. 
'Then they uid that theyuw a horseman long of Ihigh carrying his lance vn 
his shoulder, his head wrapped in a red cloth. 'That is BI_Zubayr h. al
'Awwlm,' he uid. 'I swear by ai-Lilt that he will fight you, 10 stand finn.' 
When al-Zubayrcame to thc: foot of the pass he uw them and made for them 
Ind kept thrusting at them until he dro\'e them from it. 
831. An authority on poetry whom I do not IUSpect told me that Abu 
'Amir IIi_Aah'art met Un pol)'1heists, all brothe .. , On the day of Autb 
One of them attacked and Abu 'Amir fell upon him c.l!ing him to Islam, 
saying, '0 God, te$tify Iglhut him,' and he killed him. They began 10 
anack him one by one until he killed nine of them and then he began to 
lighl the tenth ealling on God II before. The man cried, '0 God, do not 
testify againat me,' and AbO. 'Amir let him go and he e$CIped and afterwanh 
became a good Muslim. When the apoltle aaw him he said, 'Thi. is the 
survivor of Abil 'Amir's oOllaughl.' Two brothers Ihot Abu 'Amir, 1Ii.'All' 
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mand and attacked and killed the pair of them. One of the O. Ju.ham lunent_ 
ingthernuid: 

The killing of 1Ii-'A1l' and AuB WII a calamity, 
They could not be touched while life was in them. 
They were the onel who killed AbO ' Amir 
Who was a sharp sword with wavy marks 
They left him on the banlefield 
M lhoughwrapped in I erimson robe. 
You hll\'e nol seen their like among """n, 
Leal likely to Itumble or better lholl. 

831. God tent down conceming the day ofl;lunayn: 'God ga"e you victory 
in many places Bndon thc dayorl:lunaynwhen}'ou exult�din your multi
tude' to the words 'That is the reward of Ihe unbdieven' (9. :ZS). 
8n· Oneofthe rhapsodiSlluid aboul it 

\Vhen )'our prophel'l undellld fricndsarose 

;J;,7re
c
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On the day ofal·'Uranl and the homage of al·RiQII'iln? 

8]4. The words 'covered with dust' ar� nOI from I.I. 
835. Khaltflli-AJ:<mar quolro to me 1he wordl 'And cried SlOp!'. 
836. An authority on poetry recifed to me 'we were hi. right wing', &c., 
but he knew nothing of the \'erae beginning 'we CIIrried his banner'. After 



����e 'We had charge of the Hag' he recited the line 'We dyed it with 

Jamil b.Ma'marhas half·starvedmyguesU 
Bykilling agencrousmanto whomwidowsre&Orted. 
The belt of hia sword WIl8 long, no shon one when he brandished it. 
And the eord WIl8 loose upon him.' 
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To his tent the poor man went in winter 
Andthepoor nighttIllvel1er in hi.wom-out Ill� 
Who goes half-frozen when the night winds blow 
Driving him to seek refuge. 
What aill the people oftheeamp that they didnot �patDte 
When the eloquent chief had gone 1 
1 swelLf if you hsd met him when he was not bound 
Hyaenaawould have visited you at the mountain foot. 
lfyou had faced him when you met him 
And fought him if you are a fighter 
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home, 0 Umm Thabit, 

The YOUIIg"man like tlie old man doet naught but what is right, 
And the women blamers have nothing to say. 
Sincere brethren have become as though 
One had poured on them the dust of the grave 
But don't think that I have forgotten the nighu in Mee<:a 
When we could not be held back from what we took in hand, 

�;�:� :ee:ee ::�ha;:t
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h:uC;::: was famous 
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84Z• I.l. guethe namet ofthOHlllvuwhocame. 

843, The word }'Wlln'su i. not frorn I.1. 

8..,. Othel1l lay l. !;Iubib 

845. Another tradition i. 'hadwe .hared ouraaltwith', &e. 

846. Zayd b,A.lam from hi. fatheraaid that'Aqi1 b.Abu Bakr went in to 
hil wife Fllima d. Sh.yb. b. Rabr'a OTl the d.yof !;lurnlyn with hi • •  word 
dripping with blood. She lIid, '1 aee that you have been fighting, and wh.t 
plunder hl"e you got from the polytheisu?' He .aid 'Take this needle to 
make yourelotheswith' .nd handed it to her. Then he he.rd the apoatle'. 
erier orderina men to retum anything they h.d t.alcen even to a ne«lle and 

:�.� ;.�d 
h
t�=�t ���: ��: :;:��: ,;:�d you have lost your needle' .nd 

847, Nupyr b. aI-!;Iirith b. Kalada, and it may be th.t hi. name wu al
l;Iirithabo. 

�8, Hit name wu 'Adly b. Qayt, 

i49. Yllnu. aI_N.!;)wl quoted me the vene with the word 'Mirdh' in pl.ce 
of 'my f.thtr', [fhi. i. T.'. readinl' Another readina of 1.1. i. 'my father 
.ndmy grandf.thet'.] 

8so, A traditioniat told me that 'Abbb b. Mirdil came to the apostle who 
taid to him, 'So you are the one who taid: 

My .poiland thlt or'Ub.ydmy horH 
iI .hared by .l_Aqra' and 'Uyayn • .' 

Abu Bakr taid, 'Between 'Uyayna and al-Aqlll'.' The apostle $lid, 'It'. 
the aamething.' AbuBabaaid, '! te.tifythat you areas God lIid, "Wehave 
not tlughthim poetty and that il not fitlini for him" ' (Sura 36.6c) , 

A tnoditionill in whornI have confidence from al.Zuhri-'Ublydulllhb, 
'Abdullah b, 'Utb.-Ibn 'AbbiS-Slid: The apostle accepted the homage of 
Qunoym .nd othera and gave them on the day of al-Ji'rina tome ofthe.poil 
of l;lun.yn, thus: 

B. Umayya: Aba Sufl''" b. !;I.tb; Taliq b, Suryin; and Khilid b. Asid, 
B, 'Abdu'l-Dilr: Sh.yba b. 'Uthmln b. Aba Tal'-'.; Aba Sanlbil b ��h�m�' .I,!;Iirith b. 'Umayl, b. al-Sabbiq; 'Ikrima b. 'Amir b 

B. MakhzCtm: Zuh.)'T b. Abu Uman .. b, al-l\lughilll; al-l:llrith b. 
Hishimb. al-i\lughira and KhAlid hil brother; Hiahlm b . •  I-Walid b. 
al_Mughlra; Suryin b. 'Abdu'l-Aaad b, 'Abdullah b, 'Amr; and al·Sl'ib 
b. 'A,'idh b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr 

B. 'Adiyb. Ka'b: MUI!' b . •  I-A.wad b. I;IArilha b. Na4la, and Abu Jahm b 
!;Iudhayf. b. Ghlnim. 

D. JumaQ b, 'Amr: $afwln b. Umayy. b, Khalaf; Ui)ay'-'a b. Umayya his 
brother, Ind 'Umayr b. Wahb b. Kha!af. 

B, Sahm: 'Adiy b. Qlys b. !;Iudhifa 
B. 'Amir b, Lu'ayy: !;Iuwaytib b. 'Abdu'l·'Uzzi and Hi.him b. 'Amr b. 

Rabr'a b.al-l;Iirilh b. l;lublyyib. 
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B. Bakr b. 'Abdu Manit b. Kinin.: Nauf.1 h. i\lu'Awiya b. 'Urwa b. 
!;iakhr b. Run b. Ya'mar b. Nufatha b. 'Adly h . •  I-Dil 

B. Qar' of the 8. 'Ami. h. Sa'tIl'a clan of the sub·division B. KilAb 
b. R.br, b. 'Amir b. S .... '.: 'Alqama b. 'Ulith. b. 'Auf b. al-Al)wI, 
b. Ja'far b. J{illband Labld b. Rabi'a b. Mllik b. Ja'farb. Killb 

B. 'Ami. b. R.br.: KhJ,lid h. H.udh. b. Rabr, h. 'Am. b. 'Ami. b 
Rabra b. 'Amir b. Sa'fII' • •  nd l;lannalll b. H.udha hia brother. 

:: �:�! i\:�'���r�1���bbb·��fr!i!:I�.
b
A!��i�ir brother of B . 

• 1·l;Ilrith b. Buhlha b. Sula)m. 
n'

D
��:tafln, of lhe dan orB. FaUrl: 'Ur'rna b. l:Ii,n b. l;ludhayfa b 

B. Tamim of the clan of Il l;lan;ala: al-Aqra b. l;{ibis b. 'lqM of B 
Mujlshi'b, Olrim. 

8Sl. Whenthe apostle m.de these giftsto Qurayah .ndlhe lkduinlri�. 
and gave nothing to the Anpr, l;Iasdn b. ThJbil nproac.hed him in the 
folJowing'"ene 

Anxietin increased and turlflo .... edoopiou.ly 
While I wept continuoully 
In longing for ShammA' the lovely, the llender. 
Without impurity or weakneu 
Speak no mo� of Shamml' .ince her lo\'ehu ..... ned, 
(When love has grown cold there i. no joy in m�ting). 
Andoometo the 'poIlle .nd ... y. O thoumoat tru.�d 
By belie\'Cri from allrnankind 
Why .... e� SuI'rm invited--me� ouui�n, 
BLfo � . people whoilveyou .helter andhelpl 
God c.lled them IIclpen be<:.use theyhclped true religion 
While �peatcdwan broke out 
And they vied in running in the .... ay ofGod, cnduring hardship. 
Showingncither cow.rdice noralaMn 
Andwhenmen 8'ltht� against us foryouraake 
And .... e h.dbutour .word. and lanctll u . rtfuge 
\Ve fought them. Iparingnone 
And .bandoned nothing �vealed in theln.,.. 

!'!:::;::':i�'�rtW�r�:d 
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A.we �pel1cdthe hypocritellt Badr their hopc.unrealized 
And through ul victory was sent down.' 
\Ve we�your lrmy atthe mountain.lope ofUl)ud 
Wh.,nMu>;lar inlOlentIY ilthc�their adherenu 
\Ve were not n:mi .. Of co ..... rdly. 
And they did not find us stumblen though all othen were 

85�. I h.ve he.rd that Zayd b. Allam said thlt when the.poille appointed 
·AIIAb ... governor in Mt«& his.lIowance wu I dirham I day. He got up 
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al'ld addressed the people in thtse woro.: 'God make hungry the liver ofa 
man who if hungry on a dirham I day! The lpo$tk has allowed me a dirham 
e�ry dly and I ha�·e no n«d of any one 

, 

853. Thelpostlearrived in Medina on�th Dhil'I_Qa.'daaecording towhat 
'Amr ai_Madani alleged. 

854. Anothcr version i, AI_I\·la'miir (the one under onlers). The word. ;�
e
el

l
�:: ���;.'y' are not from Ibn h]:llq. An authority on poetry quoted me 

Who will give Bujayr a mesaage from mc: 
Do you accept wb.t I said at the mountain foot? 
You ha'·e drunk with al_Ma'mlln a full cup 
And he hu added a second draught of the same 
You have g<me l18aint:1 tNe guicance and followed him. 
Woo: toyou, towb.t hu he led you 1 
Toa religion your�ntlknew naught of 
And your brother hu naught to do with. 
If you don't accept what l aay I .hall notgrieve 
Nor say if you stumble God help you! 

He Knt this to Bujayr, and when he received it he did not like to hide it 
from the apostle to he recited it to him. When he heard the word! 'AI· 
Ma'mo.nhu given you a fullcup'he e.aid, 'That i. trueand he ia lhe liarl 
I am al-Ma'mun'; and when he heard the worw 'A religion your parenti 
knew naught of' he said, 'Cenainly, hi, father and mother did not follow it. ' 

855· 0r al-Ma'mo.r 

856. Ka'b eomposed this ode after he caJl)C to the apostle at Medina. His 
�I'K"I 'The qwtId enwls over her' snd 'On�rlike is she' and 'She leu s 
tail' snd'Whmhe springs on hia ad"ersary' and 'Albcit e,·er in hi, wadi' 
are not on thc IUthOrity of 1.1. 
857. It ia aaid that the apostle uid to him when he recited to him 'Su'Ad i, 
gone', 'Why didn't you speak well of the An�r, for they dcscr.e such 
mention?' So Ka'b spoke these word, in an ode of hi •. I was told that 'All 
b. Zayd b. Jud'lln said that Ka'b recited 'Su'lldhu gone' to the apostle in 
the mosque 

858. A trustworthy person told me on the authority of Muhammad b 
Tal]:la b. 'Abdu'I-Ral:unAn from 1.]:I�q b. Ibrihim b. 'Abdullah b. I;IGriths 
from hi. father from hi. grandfather: The lpostle heard thai Ihe hypocrites 
were assemb ling in the house of Suwsylim the Jew (his house was by Jisilm) 
keeping men baek frorn the apostle in the raid on Tabiik. So the prophet 
sent Tall)a b. 'Ubaydullah with a number of his fri"nw 10 them with order. 
to bum Suwsylim's house down on them. Tall:La did so, and al-Dsl)l)I.k b. 
Khllifa threwhUnKlf from the topo(thehouseand brokehisleg, andhil 
friend, ru,hed out and "scaped. AI.Dal)l)ik uid concerning that· 

By God's t"mple Muhammsd', fire 
Almostburnt Da]:ll)�k and lbn Ubayriq 



'" 
I had gone to the topo£SuwlIylim', hrn.ue 
And I crawled away On one whole kg and my elbow 

�� ::;' �/;���I�:':�!!:.l;:�=. 
859. A trultwonhy penon told me that 'Uthmln apent on the raiding force 
a thouaand dinars. The apo.t1e said, '0 God, be pleased with 'Uthman for 
l am pJeased \Oithhim.' 
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Urfuta (T· brothu of B. GhifJr) over Medinll when M 

861. Abu Khaythama (his name WItS MAlik b. Qay1) Jaid: 

�::�e:I:;::� ;��t:��nc��!�O:nd nobler. 
And I pledged my fealty to Muhammad 
And did no lin or wrong. 
I left the dyed one in the hut 
Whcu: dale. had ripcned lind came1s were full of milk 
When the hypocrite doubted myaoul 
Flowed aently to thc religion following wherever it led. 

86:1. I have heard thatal-Zuhrf said: When the apostle passed by al·l:!ijr 
hec:overedhi.facewithhiacloakandurgedhil camelon lllying, 'Donotp 
among thehoUKS of those who ainned unlfeM )'Ou are riding fast for fnr that 
you may meet with the fate that beIell them.' 
86J. Othera lIy I. Lupoyb. IT. abo he this reading, 10 that an euly 
Kribeis probably at fault.] 
86.+. Some.ay Makhlhly. 
865. He wa, called DhQ'I-Bijidayn because when he broke away to Islam 
hil people tried to Itop him and 10 penecuted him that they left him with 
only one garment upon him. (The bij4d is a coarse rough wrapper.) He fled 
from them to the apottle, and when heeame near he rent his bij4d into two 
pans, girding hi. middle with one and wrapping himself in the other. Then 
hecametothe aposlle andwat ca1led 'Heofthet\\'o gannenlll', Bij4d aillO 
mnn. a cloak ofblaekhair, 1l5 in the wordt of Imru'u'l-Qaya: 

And when at first illl misty Ihroud bore down on Abin's top 
He ttood like an ancient man in a grey-streaked mantle wrapped. 

866. 0r't1ur.n theireyetight'. 
86,. Bi-fafrind ia the lallle u bi-/afilrim1, 
868, Latublto)'QnnJI i. not from 1.1. [This if I meNt interening note 
Obviously I.H. il querying only the one word, and in T. we have tdD'bkiYQIf 
whichmultberight, The doggerelisinthefamiliar'I'mthekingofthe caatle' 
mouldwhich � to hl\'e been frequenllyusedby womcn whenutterini 
taunll. The rranl1ation i. no worse than theorigina}!] 
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� :;:=:n:w�S�aty or oath). AUI b. l:Iajar, one of B. Uuyyid b. 

Were il nol for &no. l\·lilik who r ... peel a t�lty, 
For M�lik arc an honourable people who respect treati .... 

Thi.verae occunin anodeofhi •. Plural 4141. The poet say.· 

There is no treaty whatever between me and you, 
So do not relax your effon. 

Dhimma means 'ahd (compact). AI-Ajda' b. Malik al-Hamdiini, who Wall 
the father of Muroq b. al-Ajda' the lawyer, said 

There is an agreement binding on UI 
That you ahould oot oventep OUr boundary near Or far 

870. Wal1jo means dakhU (friend), plural «a14'ij from Il"Ofaja, yofiju, he 
entered; Ind in God'. book 'until a came1 gOl'$ Ihrough Ihe ere ofa needle' 
(7. 38). He ... � .. they have not chosen I friend olher than him,concealing 
fcelin� towarcb himotherthanthey5how, likethedillffecteddo displaying 
failh to those who belie,·e 'and when they go apart to their devil. they say 
\Ve are with you' (a. 13). The poet say.: 

Know that you hive been made a friend 
To whom they bring undiluted dellh 

871. Auia·u ldtil41akum mnns 'hurried among your linel'. ld4' i. a way 
of moving, fa.ter than walking. AI_Ajds' b. Milik al_Hamdolni said: 

My gallant horse will catch a wild bull for you 
By outrunning il It a pau between I gallop and a lrot. 

[Perhaps Ihewild bull itselfis addreued.] 

87Z. Someaacribe the pocm to hi • .on 'Abdu'l-Ral).mAn 

873. The IlI$t hemistieh ilnot from 1.1. 
874. The wordl 'and he hu given us a name' arc not from 1.1. 

875. Abll Zayd al-An�ri quoted to me the veract 'They were kings, &e.,' 
and'ln Yathrib thcyhadbuihfort.'and 'Darkbays,spirited'as fromhim. 

876. Aba 'Ublyda told me that thai wu in Ihe year 9 and Ihat it was called 
the yesr ofthe depulltiom. 

877. (Not I:bbl).ib bUI) aI-f:lutolt. The apo.tle ulablished brotherhood 
between him and Mu·olwiya b. Aba Sufyln. The spoille did thil bet\\·een 
a number of hi_ oompanlon., e.g. between Aba Bah and 'Umar; 'Uthm�n 
and 'Abdu'\·Rai)min b. 'Auf; Tali)a b. 'Ubaydullah snd al-Zub.yr b . •  1-
'AwwAm; Abll Dharr al·Ghif"olri and al·Miqdld b. 'Arm .I-Bahr�ni; and 
Mu'�wI"" b. Abu S ... fyln and 11·l:Iulll b. Yuid aI-l'lujhhi'1. AI-f:lutatdied 
in the presence of Mu'lwlya during hi. caliphate and by virtue of Ihl$ 
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brotherhood Mu'lwiya took what he left u hi. heir. Al.F.razdaq .. idto 
MU'lwiya 

Your father and my unde, 0 MU'Awi)'l, left an inheritanu 
So that his next of kin might inherit it 
BUI how come you 10 devour the estltl: of.l·l;IuUt 
When the IOlideltlte ofl;larbwas meltirli in your hand 1 

878. And 'Uprid b. ljljib, one ofB. D.f.rimb. Mllikb. l;lan;al. b. MAlik 
b. Zayd Manit b. Tam1m; and a1-Aqra' b. I;Ilbit, one of B. Dlrim b 
l\Ulik; and a1-l;Iutat b. Yuld of the same; and aI.Zibriqan b. Badr, one of 
n. Bahdala b. 'Auf b. K.'b b. Sa'd b. Zayd Manit b. Tarnim; and 'Am. b. 
al.Ahlam, one of B. Minqar b. 'Ubayd b. al-I;Urith b. 'Arm b. K.b b. 
S.'d b. Zayd Manit b. Tamim; and Oa)'s b. 'A,im, one of B. Minqar 

879. Another ve .... ion i. · 

From UI kinp are bom and we take the founh 

One of the B. Tarnim recited it 10 me, but mOlI .uthorities on poetry deny 
al.Zibriqan'. authonhip 

880. Abu Zayd quoted the verse thus: 

Everyone whose he.rt iadevout 
Approvu of it and the thing they hive beaun. 

An authority On pol'tryamong B. Tamim told me that when aI·Zibtiqin 
came with the deputlltion to the apostle he got up Ind said 

\Ve hlve oome to you that men may know our luperiority 
\Vhenever they glther at the fairs 
That we are the foremOit in every field 
And that none in al·J;lijAz are like Dlirim 
That we put champions to Hight in their arrogance 
And smite the heads of the proud and powcrful 
Oun is the fourth part in enryraid 
In Najd or in foreign Isnda 

Thtn l;IasNn got up and answered him saying: 

Isglory aught but lncientlordshipand �neroaity, 
The dignity of kings and the bearing of great burdens? 

���e����1:?:d�h
l��:��i� :�e
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�:ophct !\'luhBmmad 

In a unique tribe whose root and wealth 
Isin Jiibiyatu'l-Jaulln among the foreignen. 
We helped him when he dwelt among UI 
Against every wrongful aggn:ssor 
We put our toni and daughten before him 
And we were plnt-ed to forgo the lpoils for his lake.' 

' A, Hunoyn 
3 '  
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881. There is another verse which we haveomitled because it is obscene. 
88l. Anothervcrsion is '0 ooil like the boils ofa camel and death in the 
house ofa Saluliwomanl' 

884. His verse 'Who spoiled the spoiler' is on the authority of Abu 'Ubayda 
and his verse 'Liberal when times werebad'hasnot I.I.'s authority 

885. The last verse has not I.I.'s authority, [histobefoundinDieGedichlt 
tUrLo.hJd, ed.C. Brockelmann,Leiden, 1891,P·l, with&ome variants.j 

886. These t\1.·oversel arepart ofa largerpoemofhis[ed. Chalidi, pp.IS (.] 

����iriid b. Bishr b. aJ-Mu'alHi was in the deputation. He was a 

888. Another report i$ that he said, 'I am done with him who does not 
pronouncethe lhahd@ ' 

889. Musaylirna b. Thumiima surnamed Abu Thumama 
890. Or aI.J:laushiya [in NajdJ 

891. Mlllik b. l;larim al-Hamdini was the leader on that day 



,., 
89+. Abu'Ubayda recited the vef$C: tome thta: 

I gave you lin order on th" day ofOhil $an'j', 
I ordered you to fear God, to come 10 Him and accept His promise, 
But you were like a little donkey 
Who!elust beguiled him away. 

I-Ie did not know the rnl of the poem. (Five more ve.-.es are given hy T. 
(1733£·)·] 

895. The word bithDjrii. on Abu 'Ubayda'. authority. 

896. AI.A$h'lIth was . ton of 'the eater of bitter herbs' on hi, mother', 
lide. The eaters were Il-l�irith h. 'Am. b. I�ujr b. 'Am. b. Mu'lwiy. b 
al-�Urith b. MU'Awiya h. Thau. b. Jl,luratti' h. Mu'Awi)'ll b. Kindi or Kind. 
He wat given this name becaUM: 'Am. b. al-HabUla al-Ghasdnl raided 
them wh .. n ,,1.!:Iilrilh wu away and plundered and look captives. Among the 
lauer wu Umm Unla d. 

'
Auf b. Mui)allam al-Sh.yblni, wife or al-l;llrilh b. 

'Amr. On the way she uid to 'Amr. 'Methinks I IOee a black man with blubber 
lips like those ofa camc:leating biuer herbs who has.dzed thynecl::,'meanif\& 
al-I�Arith. So he wu called 'the eater of biuer herb.'. 1I1ur4, al"!: planb 
Then al_f:lirith followed him with B. Oakr b. Wi'il, ov..,rtook him and killed 

�li�a::u��I!:�d
�! �l'rn�
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We forccd you, lord ofChasdn, to pay for (killing) Mundhu: 
Whil.., the blood that wu abed could not be meuured; 

because aI-l:farith aI-A'",j al-Chassinr had kiIJed hi. father aI·Mundhir. 
The "erse occun in an ode of hia. This .tory il too long for me to relate as 
I hl"e avoided prolisity. Someuy the elter ofbitter h..,rbs was J;lujrb. 
'Amr b. Mu'iwiya who i. the lubject of thi, ,tory, and got the name becalUt 
he and hia eompanioru ate thil herb on thil raid 

897. THE COMING Of' TilE DEPUTATION Of' HAMDAN 

According to what a tru''''''orthy authority told me from 'Amrb. 'Abdullah 
b. Udhlyna II.' Abdi from Aba ial:liq al-Suhay" 1 deputation from HamdAn 
among whom were l\Ulik b. Namat, and Aba 'fhaur Dhii'!·Mish'Ar, and 
MAlik b. Aye,', and J;limim b. Milik al-Salrnlnl. and 'Amira b. Mllik 

�.��!��=: C�:�h,��� t�rb
l
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and ArJ:!abi camels. MAlik b. Namal and anoth..,r man were the raja;, 
.ingen of the peopl.." one of them siring: 

HlIJTldJin hu the be.t of prince. and oflubjects; 
It hu no equal in the universe 
High is il' PQtition. and from it come 
Warnon .nd chiefs' with goodly wealth the�in 

' A.Oh.;' ,..rnng in .. yin. t!uo, lIli. "",rd (dlull) rnnnt ' ..... ' ltinli takc frnm'),ftr 
oubj..,,.', Sce l.&o>t. 
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While the other rnpoDded: 

Camellh.ltcud with ropel ofpalm 
�: �::u:t.�::�::lr

n
:�:�

.
balm. 

This MAlik uood befou the .poltle .nd Aid. '0 apostlc of God. the 
choiccst of Hamdln'. M"ttled .nd nomad folk h .... e comc to you on fine 

=edca:���;;t�!:.h��
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the c:amtl and horse folk. They h .... e ans'II·cmi thc ap06tle·. caU .nd have 
withdrawn from the goddesses ."duerilicialnonH. Their word will nOt be 
brokm while u.ndl mount La'l.' and while the young hart run.l on Sal.'.' 

The apostle wrote a letter for them: 'To the district of Khlri! and the 
people of the high eountry.nd the And hilll with their en ... oy DhQ'I-Milh 'ir 
Milik b. Namat and tho.c of hil people who au Muslinu. Thein i. the high 
ground and the low ground .a long u they perform prayer and Jny.lms; 
theymaY Ht iu foddcrand �tuu on ili herbage. For thi. they h .... e Goo'. 
promise and the guanntuofHiI .poatic and theirwitnHSH au the emigranu 
and the hclpen.' 

Milik b.Nam·taaid ooncerninlrthia: 
I umembercd the apostle in the dll'kneu of the night 
When we were abo ... e Ral).ral).ln and $aldad 
While the eamelttiud with lunken eye. 
Carried their riden on a far-Itutehinlr road. 
Strong. long-ttridingeamels 
Carried u • •  long like well-fed o.triehH. 
I swear by the Lord of the camell that run to Mini 
Returning with riden from a lofty height 
1b.at the apoatle of God il held true among us. 
An apostle who eomeswith lfUidanee from the Lord of the throne 
No eamel hu ever earried one more fiefCC 
Against hisenemicsthan Muhanunad. 
Nor more generoul to one who comes .sking for kindneSl, 
Nor mou effeeti ... e with the edge of hi. ,harp sword. 

898. Al_YltbQ't 
899: He put Abll Du;Ana al_S�·idi-othen .. y SiM' b. 'Urfuta al_Ghifiri_ 
in ehlll'geof Medina 
900. The .poatle had t-cnt tome of hi. companions as meuengera carrying 
letlen to the kin81 in ... iting them to Islam. One in whom I hl ... e confidence 
on the aUlhority of Abo Bakr al_Hudhall told me: 'It u.ched me that the 
.poatle went out one dlY after hi. 'Untl"Q from whi<:h he had been excluded 
on the dayof .l.l:Iudaybiya and aaid "God hast-cnl me u a mercy 10 an 
men, to do not hang back from me u the disciplcs hung ba<:k from JHUS 
tQn ofM.ry." · They uked how they had hung back.nd he aaid: 'He allied 
them to th.t towhieh I h .... e o:aJled you. Thosc: who weR aent on . ncar 
miuionwere ... tilfied andoontent; thoaewhoweRM"ntona di.tantmiuion 
showed their displeuuu and took it u .  burden, and Jnul oomplained of 



, .. 
that to God. Ev�ry one of them the nat morning became able to apeak the 
langu. of t� people to whom they were sent.' 

The apostic aent lcttcl'8 wilh his <;<)mpanionl .nd""nt them tQlhe kingl 
inviting them to blam. He &en! Dibya b. Khalif. al-Kalbi to Caeaar, king 
of Rum; 'Abdullah b. J:ludhlfa to Chosroe., king of Penia; 'Amr b. Umayya 
al-J;)amri to the Negua, king of Aby»inil.; i:lllib b. Abu Balta'. 10 the 
Muqauqil, king of AIUlndria; 'Amr h. aI.'A, a1.Sahml 10 Jayr.r and 
'JyAdb, SOTIl ofal-Julundl the A:zclis, kingt oC'Umln: Salil b. 'Amr one of 
B. 'Amir h. Lu'ayy 10 Thumima b. VIMI and Hauciha h. 'Ali, the I:fanaf&, 
kin/!1 of .1-YamAma; 11·'AII' b. a1.I;Ia4raml lo  a1-Mundhir b. Siwl lll.·'Abdl, 
king of Ba!.>nyn; Shujl' b. Wahb al-Asdl lo al.J:llrith b. Ahu Shimr al_ 
Ghaasini, king oflheRornanbordu 

(He Hnl Shujl' b. W.hb to Jaball b. al_Ayham al-GhudnJ, and 11-
Mubljir b. Abu Um.yya al·Mllkhziimi to .1-J;lArith b. 'Abdu Kulll lll..J;lim
yarl king of the Yaman.' I have Kiven the genellloi)' of Saiit and Thumlma 
and Haudhaand IlI.·Mundhir.) 

:�i
a
�e say the nunet were Qurra b. AIMar al.l)iflri and I;byytn b. 

903· 0r .l·Ajnd'. 

9Os· 0rb. Rizim. 
9(16. 'Abdullah b. Un.)'S uid lboutthat· 

I left Ibn Thaur like I young camel 
��:u;�e:':!e,:,::n!;:�::e

c���
in���� �rU into llri�. 

I fetched him. Itroke with I .harp Indianlword 
Which could bite into the heads ofannoured men 

i"
A�d
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iDto hi. head: 
I un Ibn Una)'S, nomeanhorsemani 
I un the fOn of one who nenr rtmO\'ed hi. oooking·pot, 

�:a��a�:,e::r�����,,��� ��:C:l:r:7 .
h:a:��an 

Who tuml to the religion of the prophet 1>.tuhammad.' 
Whenever the prophet gave thought to an unbcliever 
I got to him firtl with tongue and hand. 

907. About that.l-Farazd.q taid 
Ibn l:Iibis in the prnence of the apostle took the high place 
Of one who il fHOl\'ed on gaining glory 

' Aa  .. ;Jl be ...... ;" tbe .H' T· .lTUlrn .be Ji •• or.""�nu..d.iff .... "" onIu. 

;::,�:7r'�:�7;iE�:Y���� .. �·,��,�·:;� .. ..:=: 



The LIfe of Jlfuhammad 
For him (Muhammad) released fhe pri80flen in his rop"" 
'Who.e neckl were encin:led by halten 
He lpared the mothen who feared £or lheir.onl 
The high price ofnmlOm or the divilion of the captive. into lharel. 

r��:�:.:�. �
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I. 'Adiy b. }undab was of n. al.'Anbar. 

9011. According to Abu 'Ubayda the name was al-l;IuTllqa. 

�ti��� 'Arnr b. aJ-'AII' read this pasuge with a slight orthogl'1lphica1 

010. Mubytil 
911. Mu]:lal lim in aU thil uoryis not on 1.1.'" uthority. HewII Mul).lllim 
;.;,!:tf.�lnuob.O,y' al-Laythi. Mulajjam, according to what Ziyidtold UI 

91l11. And helletformfor DCunatu'I-Jandal 

91J. THE SENDING OF 'AMR B. UMAYYA AL-QA�IRI TO I:ILL 
ABO SUFYAN B. I;fARB AND WHAT HI! DID ON THI! WAY 

Among the miuion. and upeditiolU which the IPQ$t1e llent out which Ibn 
hblq doea not record' il the mission of 'Amr b. Umayya al-Oamrf, whom the 
apoltlesenttoMettII�rdingtowh.t.tru.tworthytTllditionilttoldme
after the �ofKhubayb b. 'Adiy andhil eornpaniolU, ordering himto 
kill Abu Sufyln b. l;I.rb. With him he sent Jlbbir b. $akhral-Anpri 
When they reachedMeor:a they tied their two camds in one of the nlITOW 
pUICI of Y.·j� .nd entered the town by nilht. Jlblnr luggetted to 'Amr 
thlt they Ihould cin:wnambul.te the temple .nd pnoy two rl:lJ/.'tU, to which 
'Arflr nplied th.t at night the inhlbitantl were wont to sit in their oou n:
Ylrds. 'God willing they won't be,' he replied. 'Amrsaid: We went round 
the tetnple .nd p .... yed and then came away making for Abu Sufyln. Aa 
we were walking in the town I man looked It me and recogrrized me and 
cried, 'It'. 'Amr b. Unuoyya. By God, he has come only for lOme evil 
p!.Irpo$e.' I told my oompanion to run and we went out quicldy and got up I 
mountain, and they came out in pursuit ofut and did not desilt until we had 
got 10 its top. We camelNlckandwent into aClwe inthemountain andpaued 
the night there, having piled rocka in front of it. In the moming came • 
manofQurayshleading a hone, eutting gn'u for it, drawing near toulu 
wewerein lhee.ve. I lIid, 'Ifhe seel u. he will give the alarm .ndwe.hall 
be taken and killed.' Now I had a dagger with me which I had got re.dy for 
Abii Sufyln, .nd I It.bbedhim in the chHt and he gave a cry which reached 
the ell'I of the Mettlnl, .a I went baclt and entered thec:ave. Themene.me 
ruruUng to him u he: was.t the Jastgup anduked him who had .tabbed him 

' Thitltlttmmt lmp!;" tNlttheMS. whlch l.H. !..d amtaiMd ..., _tof thae 
hlppminal, butthl ""tnetfromTlb. '411f. whlch l ha", _cond ... thc ltllt livn a 
lraphic deKripcion on thI.utborityof 1.1. S. ol6opoinuO\ltthot l,H,io iroenoriroNyina 
thlt l.l.cioa notl'tponthl .... .,.. 



I won't be a Mualim aslong u i live 
Nor heed to their religion give. 

I said to myself 'You will soon knowl' I gave him time until when he was 
asleep I took my bow and inserted the end of it in his sound eye and bore 
down upon it until it reaehed the bone. Then I hurried off until I came to 
aI-'Arj,' then Rakiibll' until I dropped down to al-Naqr. where there were 
two polytheists ofQuraysh who hlld been sent as 8pie1 to Medina. I caUedon 
them to .urrender but they refused, so I shot one and killed him and the 
otheraurrendeied. l boundhim tightlY llndtookhimto Medina. 

ZAYD B. J;lARITHA'S EXPEDITION TO MADYAN 

' A mountlinneIlrMe«a . 
• Apl.ceonth. M""" • ...,.,t. Th�""m< i.a1.., Ki ... n " ' ."odiin lheHiju. 
' A p ... betweenth. two!rd'''",' 
• In Muuyno country.t.:.u, tw"niahll'joumey from Medina 



Th� Lif� of MuhQmmad 
Concerning thil Il-Uansfl said 

It 'olOU our man who Slid publiely in Mccca 
Inthe Sleredmonths 'labbaykl' delpite Abu Sufyln, 

I Wall told that when he beeame a Muslim he Slid to the apoule: 'Your faee 
used to be the most hateful to me, but now it is the most beloved.' He .poke 
.imHarly about (hia) religion and oountry. Then he went on the little pil
grimage, and when he eamc to Mecca they lIIIid, 'Have you mangcd your 
religion, ThumAma l' 'No,' he said, 'but I follow the best religion, the 
religion of Muhammad; and by God not I grain of com will reaeh you from 
al-Vamlma until the apostle gives pcnninion.' He went back to al-Vam;lma 
and prevented them from sending anything to Mecca. Then the people 
wrote tothe aponle: 'Vouorder thattieaof kinlhip lhouldbc obseTVed,yu 
you severthosc with u.: you have killed the fathers with the Iwordand th e 
ehitdren with hunger.' So the apostle wrote to him to let the carriage of 
food go on 

�;
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met 'Ali ""ou tobc in ,upn'rne oomrnand. 1.1. mentionl"Cl thc tcndingor 
Khilid in hil lccount, but he did not reckon it among the mi"ionl and 
apcdirioos 10 Ihlt the number of them in hi. Icoount ought to bc 39. 

9'7. Thil i, the lut minion which the apoille dilpatched 
918 TilE APOSTLE 'S WIVES 

They were ninc: 'A'i,ha d. Abu Bakr: J:faf .. d. 'Umu: Umm l;I.biba 
d. Abu Sufyln: Umm Salama d. AbQ UmlyyJl b. aJ-Mughlra; Sauda d. 
Zama'a b. Oaya: Z.ynab d. ]1.I).h b. Ri" b: MaymQna d. al.J:flrith b. 
J:fazn; }uwayriya d. al-J:flrith b.AbQ J;lirir: and $aOya d. J:fuyayb. Akhtab 
according to what more than one traditioni.t hll told me. 

He married thinecn women: Khadlja d. Khuwaylid, hit first wife whom 
her father Khuwaylid b. ,\sad,or Ie<:ording 10 others her brother 'Amr, 
married to him. The apostle give her II dowry twenty she-eamel •. She 
bare all the apostle', children except Ibrlhlm. She had been prcvioutly 
married 10 Abu Hila b. Milik, one of B. Uaayyid b. 'Amr b. TamIm, an ally 
or B. 'Abdu'I-Dlr 10 whom the bore Hind b. Abo. H11, and Zaynab. Before 
lhat sbchad been married to 'Utayyiq b. 'Abid b. 'Abdullah b. 'Umar b. 
MUhziUn to whom the bore 'Abdullah and }Iriya. 

He married 'A'j.ha in Mecx:a when ahe wu ,  child o(BCYm Ind lived with 
her in Medina when she wu nine or ten. She WII the only virgin that he 

;:�hc;�d�� !::�:��bQ Bakr, married her to him and the aponle gave her 

He married Saud, d. Zama', b. Oaya b. 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Wudd b. 
Na,r b. Mllik b. J:fitl b. 'knir b. Lu'ayy. $alit b. 'Amr, or Iccording to 
;
o
,!:���!���:Amr, married her to him, and the .po.tle (five her 

Ibn Iabiqcontraodictathia tradition uyinalhat Saill and AM J:filibwere � � ��i�A
��h;=: 8cfore that the had been married 10 al-
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He married Zaynab d. }absh b. Ri'lb al.A,adiy •. Her brother AbO. AQmad 

married her to him and the apostle gave hu four hundred dirhanu. She 
had been previously married to Zayd b. i;llrilha, the f�ed .Iave Ol lh" 
apostle, and it wa about her that God sent down: 'So when Zard had done 
u he wiahed in divordng !ler We mll1Ticd her 10 you." 

He married Umm Salama d. Abu Umayya b. a1.Mughi,.. al·Makh. 
%iimiya. Her nilme wu Hind. Her son Salama b. Abu Salama mmed her 
10 him. and the aposde ga\'C her II. bed .tuffed with palm.]H\U, II. bowl, I. 
dish, and I hand mill. She had been married 10 AM Salama b. 'Abdu'I·Aud 
whose name wu 'AbduUah. She had borne him Salama, 'Umar, Zayn.b, 
and Ruql}'YII 

He married l;Iaf,. d. ·Urn.r with her father'. consent and the apostle 
gave her four hundred dirhams. She had been married to KhunaY' b. 
l;Iudhlfaal-Sahml 

He mamed Umm l;Iabib. whose name Wat Rami. d. Abo Sufyin. Khllid 
b, Sa',d b. al-'A, manied her to him when they were both in Abyuinia and 
the NellU.pve her on beh.lf ofthe .posde four hundred din ..... Itwu he 
who .rranged the mamage for the apostle. She had been married to 
'UbayduUah b. Jal)thal-Audt. 

He m.rried Juwayriya d . •  1_J:llrith b. Aba Oinr al-Khufl'Tya who wu 
amona the CIIptivn of B. Munaliq ofKNJzl'a. She h.d fallen to the lot of 
Thlbil b. Oar- b . •  I-Shammh aI_An,ln and he wrote a contract of redemp_ 
tion which ahebrought tothe apotde uking hishe1p. Heuked her ifahe 
would like aomething better than th.t, and when the uked what that c:ould 
beheuid, 'ShaII I rid}'(luof theC:Ol'lt..-ct andmarryyou myself1' Sheuid 
Yes, and 10 he married her. Thi. tradition WllS given u. by Ziyld b, 'Ab
dullah a1-Bakki'f from Muhamm.ad b. hl}iq from Muhammad b. J.'far 
b. aI-Zubayr frorn 'Urwafrom ·A'i.ha" 

It i. llidthatwhenthe apottiecame backfrom theraid onB. aI_Mun.liq 
with Juw.yri)'ll .nd wu in the midI! of the army he pve Juwarri)'ll to one 
oftheAn,lrand orderedhimtollUard her. Whenthe apostierelChedMedina 
her father aI-J:!lrith came to him with his daughter'. raJUOm. When he wu 
in al-'Aqlq hc had looked at the camell which hchad brought for the raruom 
and Idmired two of them greatly, 10 he hid them in one of the pllltt of 
al-'Aqiq. Then he came to the prophet hying, 'Here il my daughter'. 
r&n1Offi.' The .postIe hid: 'But where are the two camell which you hid 
in.I-'Aqlqin .uch-.nd_.uchlplul' Al_J:!lrith aaid,'l teltify th.tthere i'no 
God but Allah and th.t you are the .posde ofGod, for by God I'lone c:ould 
h .... e known of that but God moat High'; 10 he l1tcame a MUllim, u did two 
of hi. 101'11 who were with him and lOme of hi, Pf'ople. He lent and fetched 
the two camell and handed them o�'er to the prophet and hi, daughter 
Juwayriya wl5 given b.ck to him. She became an excellent MUllim. The 
.poltle I5ked her father to let him marry her and he agrf!ed and the apoatle 
p�herfourhundreddirhamt. Shchadbeen previoUilymarriedtol cou,in 
of hera ClllIed 'Abdullah. It il ... id that the apoade bought her from Thlbit 
b. OaYI, freed hcr, married hcr, and gave her four hundred. dirhamt. 

He m.rried $afir- d. J:lu}'1ly b. Althtab whom he had CIIptured. at Khayb.r 

' Sllran.l7, 
� Thi l commmtrri.nlOw"'II.I.nponcdonW.,p. 7a9. 
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l:Iuqayq 
Hernarriedl\Ia�11lilnad.al.J:lllrith b.l:laznb. Bal;lirb.Huzamb. Ruwlyba 

b. 'Abdullah b. Hilil b. 'i\mir b. !;Ia·p·l. Al-'Abbh b. 'Abdu' I_Munalib 
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Qays b. 'Abdu Wudd b. Na�r b. Malik b. l:Ii51 b. 'Amir b. Lu'ayy, It ;' 
said thlt it was she who gave hersl'if to the prophet because his offer of 
marriage came 10 her when she Wall on her cameL She &aid, 'The camel and 
what i. On il belongs to God and His lpostle.' So God lent down: 'And 
I believing woman if she gi.·cs herself to the prophet." 

It ;s laid that the one who gave hersclfto the prophet was Zaynab d. 
JaQsh, W' Umm Shafik Ghazi)'1 d. Jabir b. Wahb of B. Munqidh b. 'Amr 
b. Ma'I, b. 'i\mir b. w'IYY. Olhers aay it wu I woman of B. SAma b. 
Lu'ayy Ind the apostle postponed the maner. 

He married Zaynab d. Khuu)11l1 b. al-Harith b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. 
'Abdu Manllf b. Hillll b. 'i\mir b. !;Iap'l who WII called 'Mother of the 
Poor' because of her kindncss to them and her pity for them. Qabi� b 
'Amr al.Hilal! married her to him and the lpoltle gave her four hundred 
dirhams. She had been married to 'Ubayda b. al·J:llrith b. al_Multllib b. 
'Abdu Manllf; before that to Jahm b. 'Amr b. al-J:llrith who WIS her cowin. 

The apostle oonawnmated hi. marriage with eleven women, two of whom 
died before him, munely Khadlja and Zaynab. He died lea"ing the nine we 
ha,·e mentioned. With two he had no marital relation., namely Asmll' d 
al-Nu'mll.n, the Kindite woman, whom he married and found to be suffering 
from leprosy and so returned to her people with a suitable gift; and 'Amra 
d. YazJd lhe Killb woman who wu recc:ntly an unbeliever. When.he came to 
the apoatle she aaid 'I seek God'. prmection againlt you,' and he replied. that 
one who did Ihat WIS in\'iolableso he sent her back to her people. Othel'S 
aay that the one who aaid this was a Kindite woman, a OOUlin ofAlmi' d. 
al-Nu'mlin,andthattheapostl�lullUTlOTlfl!herandaheaaid'Wearea people 
to whom othen come; we come to nonel' so he returned her to her people. 

There were six Quraysh women among the prophet'. wives, namely, 
Khadija, '.:\';'ha, l:Iafp, Umm !:Iabiba, Umm s.iama, and Sauda.1 

The Arab women and othen we� Ie"en, namely, Zaynab d. Jai).sh, 
Maym(lna, Zaynab d. Khulayma, Juwayriya, Asmii', and 'AmB. The 
non_Arab woman was $afiya d. !:Iuyay b. Akhtab of B. Il_Na�ir. 

919. Another tradition is 'exccpt Abil Bt.kr',door'. 
9�0. Abu 'Ubayda and other tradition;,,, told me that when the apostle wu 
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h;m�lf. Then Suhayl b. 'Amr IrollC and aftcrgivingthanka to God mentioned 
the dnth of the apostle and nid, 'That will inc�ase hlam in force. If 

, Pruumably bea.uoe aile "'00 ' Jewe .. and WQuld eat only kothu mtlf. 
· Silnl}J.49 
, Thcp"'oJoaiH .. hic:h luo'·e.lreadyb .. n&i�mluo,·.bftliomitted 
• II .. ..... (IQ''UnO' of Moca WileD lhc propbet died. 



anyone trouble. u. We will cut off hi. head.' Thereupon thepeople .ban. 
doned their intention and'Attib reappe.red oncemore. Thials Iheli1nd 
which the apostle meant when he &aid to 'Umu: 'II m.y well be th.t he will 
take ln.nd forwhichyou c:annot blamt him' [O.I. p. JI:l]. 

911. i:llUSin b. Thibit said. mourning the apostle, .C«Irding to what Ibn 
Hiahirntold u,on the authorityofAbO Zayd.I.Anpri:· 

In Tayb.' there i, stillth� imprelll and luminous .bode of the apostl�, 
Though elsewhere traces disappear and pcrish 
Th�marlu ofthe Slcred buildinlrthlithold9 
Th� pulpit which the guide used to ucend will ne�'er be obliterated 
Plain are the traca and lasting the marb 
And hil house with its mosque and plac:e oFprayer 
There are the I"OOm-I where God't light ���;r;

o
: =�ni:�a:�-:

.

bri&ht, 

If pan dec:ay. pan is e�"Cr renewed. 
I know the rnlru of the apostle and hi, well.known plac:e 
And the grave whose digger hid him in the dust. 
There I Itood weeping the apoltie, 
My very eye1icb ran with te .... ' 
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A!)mad't lou exhausted my lOul with pain 
\Vhile it recounted the apoltle'. favou .. 
Yet lu.t it failed to recapture a tithe of what he did 
But my IOUl am only report what it feel. 
Long did I li1nd crying bitterly 
Over the mound of the grave where Al)mad lies 
Be bleued, o grave oflhe aposlie, and be bln.sed 
The land in which the righteou. guided one lived, 
And blessed the niche tlu.t hold. the good one 
Sunnounted bya buildingof broadltonesl 
Hancbpoured dust upon him, eyea theirtean, 
And the luckyaUlT1l sct at the aight. 
They hid k.indness, knowl�dge, and mercy 
The night they laid him unpillowed in the dust 
And went away in SOrrOW without their prophet, 
Their anna and backs de\'oid ofllrength 
They mourn him whose day the heaven. mourn
The eanh 100"-)"C1 men grieve more. 
Canany d..y thedCldis moumed 
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Whieh had bec:n a lOuree of light everywhere. 

' Hodild;nt15 
• T.ybo i l otlCof.hcnamcoo( Med ..... TheoPf'1'lina' Linco.rc I colIKioull<iaplaUon of 

) SoC. rcldinti'lfn for W:.ji_ 



796 TM Lift of Muhammad 

, Oc'nO' pcde.,ing one.o ono.he.' 
• Ano.h .. .. odinll i, '.he un .... n ongol" (jiww) and y��",adw. Bu. p"' .... ptja/M ohould 

b< _d h",c fo. �"qq. 'The .y .. of.he onlld,', &c 
· Bolil lay bctween the mooquc ond.h. morket of l\l�in.o, while Gh.tqod wu ; .. 

cem.tery. A.Dh . .. nde ... 'plone and box·,,·«' 
• Lit. 'volley anc ... ry'. The valley-dw.l1 .... of Qu ... yth ... ro rollard� .. th. oristoc,...,y. 



A g10riOUI Lord brought him Up aa I boy 
And he became perfect in most vinuout deedl 
To hi. knowledge the Muslima resoned; 
No knowledge was withheld and no opinion waa gainsaid. 
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r atu.ll nevcr <::eue to praisc him 
It may !)e for so doing I shall be for cver in Paradise 
With the ehoscn one forwhosc luppon in that I hope 
And to Ittlin to that day I devote all my cffortl 

l;Iudn lllOuid: 
Whit aib thine eye that it cannot sleep 
ru though iu ducuweu: painted with the kol)l of one luffering from 

ophthalmia 
Tn grief for the guided one who liea desdl 
O beatman thate\'erwalkedthe canh,lcsve ulnot! 
Alu, would that my facc might protect thee from the dUllt, 
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On ttu.t Monday-the truly guided prophet 
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Am I togoon livingin Medinawithout youl 
Would tlu.t I had bttn given snake poilOn to drink; 
Or that God', deeree would u:aeh UI soon, 
Tonight or at lcut tomorrow; 
That our hour might come and we might meet the good, 
The puu: in natuu:, the man of noble deaecnt! 
o bleued firstborn of Amina 
Whom tlu.t chaste One bou: on the happiest of days! He shed I light on III crcstUrel, 
He who il guided to the blessed light i. rightly guided. 
o Lord, unite uswithour prophetin a garden 
That tum • •  way the eyea of the envioul, 
In the glrden of Paradise. Inscribe it for US, 
O Lordof M,.jeaty, Loftinell,lnd Power 
Dy God II long u I live I shall not hcar of the dead 
But I Ihlll weep for the prophet Muh.mmad. 
AlII for the prophet'. Hdpen and kin 
After he haa bttn hiddcn in the midlt ofthe gra\'e. 
The lind became too strait for thc An",r, 
Their face:ll wue black as antimony 
We ga\'e him his lnceaton,' hiagra\'c ilwith ul, 
Hil ovuflowing goodness tou,is undcniable. 
God honoured and guided UI hi, Helpers by him 
In every hour that he wu prtvnt. 

N�!� ".J of the mother of 'Abd"·I.M"lt:o�b. Salmi d, 'Amr b. I .. bid b. �IaJlb of 8 
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� a:;,� �:;�O;:=:md Hi. throne and g� men 

92Z. Thclasthalfofthc first \·crse hasnotI.I.'l luthority. 
, It ,. wo"h nO';nR ,ho, th" ,�..., 

TheChrio'i.an • • ndJ" .... ofV.thrib �j.oked 
When he "  ... Ioid ;n hi. ,  ... .., 

includedinl;f:. o;..,s. (o:xuiuj""thou' cornmm,io ..." tobc found in.nyMS.of I.H., 
norio ;t ;n C. or W. or S"hoyh�. UIt. h may ... "U boo ocmdttnnftl .. .  10 • ., oddi.ion. W. 
(i;;. pp. li'-h·j held .ho'I.II.· • • o:n ofl;laain'. pOftnO ..... . upcrio • •  o thc Dit<b  ... hi<:h .... 
boom publi.hed _..,no! timet.i ..... his d.,. bu' _ . ... i.h ..... ..... i. dewn�. W:.jud�_ 



ADDENDA 

p. lS, n. I.  I have discussed the significance of this story in the TMIsU1mic 
(Juarterly, 19H,Pp. 9 [  
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M�can editor of al.Azraqi (ii. 176 and 179) throws no light 
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h::�doPted the reading of C. against W. in spite of the intra

p. 100, 1. 13 from end. The last th� verses DN: remini�nt9fthe Qudn, as 
are the lincs beginning '1 submitmyself'on p. 102, I. zS 
p. ,8o, pen. Perhaps what 'Umar said was '(The birds) must be ostriches' 
(no'dllUl), andthe prophetimmediatelypunned onthewordbysayingan'oma. 

P· 191, I. II. For 'protection'read 'neighbouriincss'. 
b

h
���:rom end. Dh" Kashr is correct. See Yiiqul, iv. 276 ult. 'Y. has 

p. 314, I. 7 from end. W. has 'Abdullah b. Oayf. Authorities differ. 



p . •  9S, n. l. Cf. the proverb adhall .. min bayt}ati'f-bafad 'more forlom than 
:::
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t
�·��upPOIed to leave its eggs in the land of 

p.S77.n .... Thechan� orhamza intoydiJcenified byb. al_Sikkit inK.al_ 
Oalb u'a'I-Ibdal, 54-56. Among his examples are l'al",ibl and Athribl; 
)'6dDym llld adDyhi 

p. S97. I. S. This was the occasion of the night journty with which Muham
mad's uctnt to he"'en is usociated. Sc:c Ihe note on p. lSI abo"e 
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